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The Ukrainian Weekly

by Mark Raczkiewycz

KYIV – Former Assistant U.S. Attorney Bohdan 
Vitvitsky’s office is one door down from the one that 
Ukraine’s Prosecutor General Yurii Lutsenko occupies. It’s 
located on the premises where authorities say Viktor 
Pshonka, the former prosecutor general under ex-Presi-
dent Viktor Yanukovych, had taken part in embezzling 69 
million hrv ($2.7 million) of taxpayers’ money while reno-
vating the building three years ago. 

Now Dr. Vitvitsky, whose parents hail from Kolomyia in 
the Ivano-Frankivsk Oblast, is working on an encore career 
to help raise public trust in one of Ukraine’s consistently 
least trusted institutions – the very same Prosecutor 
General’s Office (PGO). 

It’s a Soviet-era institution of some 15,000 employees, 
known for scuttling high-profile graft and homicide investi-
gations rather than prosecuting them, and one that his col-
league, human rights lawyer Valentyna Telychenko, has 
described as a “mafia” in previous interviews. 

Both sit on the newly created seven-member commis-
sion that will eventually choose over 80 inspector generals 

United Ukrainian Organizations of Ohio

PARMA, Ohio – Parma’s Ukrainian American community 
commemorated the 25th anniversary of Ukraine’s indepen-
dence with a parade. The annual parade kicked-off at 11 a.m. 
on Saturday, August 27, from Cleveland Selfreliance Federal 
Credit Union, the entryway to Ukrainian Village, a 1.5 mile 
stretch along Parma’s main thoroughfare, State Road. 

Ukrainian Village, lined by nearly 40 Ukrainian 
American businesses, hosted the parade which proceeded 
past St. Vladimir Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral to the main 
stage on the grounds of St. Josaphat Ukrainian Catholic 
Cathedral directly across from the Ukrainian Heritage Park, 
dedicated by the City of Parma.

The 50-plus organizations marching in this year’s 
parade were led by the City of Cleveland Police Color 
Guard, Ukrainian American Veterans Post 24; American 
Legion, Joseph J. Jacubic Post 572; and the Polish Legion of 
American Veterans, F.D. Roosevelt Post 58. 

Participating local businesses and Ukrainian organiza-
tions were surrounded by the music of all three Parma 
high school marching bands: Normandy, Valley Forge and 
Parma high schools. All local Ukrainian churches partici-
pated; Orthodox, Catholic and Baptist, along with the Good 
Shepherd United Methodist Church, as did members of the 
Baltic American Committee of Greater Cleveland. 

Ex-U.S. federal prosecutor Vitvitsky aims
to help reform and raise public trust in PGO

(Continued on page 9)

Poroshenko pleads for unity,
calls for Western support 
in annual address to Rada

by Christopher Miller
RFE/RL

KYIV – President Petro Poroshenko has urged 
Ukrainians to mend their differences, saying that only 
unity can keep the country from descending into 
chaos in the face of what he called a persistent 
Russian military threat. 

In an annual address to Parliament, Mr. Poroshenko 
said that Moscow was trying to use the conflict in east-
ern Ukraine to “destroy us from within.” He also warned 
that a full-scale Russian invasion could not be ruled out.

“At a time when Russia’s aggression against Ukraine 
is still ongoing, when the military threat from the east 
is the most difficult strategic challenge, the issue of 
national unity and political consolidation is a matter 
of life and death for our country,” the president said in 
the televised speech on September 6, the opening day 
of the Verkhovna Rada’s new session.

“The Parliament is made up of the ruling faction 
and the opposition. This is an inviolable and impor-
tant feature of democracy,” he told the Verkhovna 
Rada. “But sometimes there are moments when you 
want to forget for a moment if you’re right or left, lib-
eral or conservative, a Ukrainian or Russian speaker.”

Ukraine has been riven by war in the east, where 
Russia-backed separatists seized parts of two provinces 
after the Euro-Maidan protests brought down Moscow-
aligned President Viktor Yanukovych in February 2014. 
Unity has also been undermined by disputes over leg-
islation on language and Communist symbols.

Mr. Poroshenko painted a hopeful portrait of a 
nation with an army that has grown stronger over the 
course of the war against the Russia-backed separat-
ists, which has killed more than 9,500 people, but one 
that must be prepared to fight on its own.

Mr. Poroshenko thanked Ukraine’s Western part-
ners for their military support, which he claimed 
totaled more than half a billion dollars, but he said the 
country needed more help to defend its sovereignty. 
“Russian expansionism is a continental and global 
problem. It cannot be solved between two countries,” 
he said. “Ukraine needs consistent international sup-
port to tackle Russian aggression.”

But Mr. Poroshenko said that “securing this support 
is becoming increasingly difficult for our diplomats 
due to different objective and subjective factors.”

He said that Europe was facing challenges from the 
migration crisis and militant attacks, and warned that 
elections in European Union member states in 2017 
could usher in political forces that are more willing to 
compromise with Russia. 

Warning that a full-scale Russian invasion cannot 
be ruled out, President Poroshenko said he was pre-
pared to appeal again for lethal defensive weapons 
from the West. But for now, he said, Ukraine “must 
rely most of all on itself.”

But that could prove challenging, as Ukraine cannot 
afford to spend more than 3 percent of its gross domes-
tic product on the military, he said, adding that the bur-
den on the budget was “high enough” as it is. The army 
still needed support from volunteers, he said.

(Continued on page 14) (Continued on page 15)

Dignitaries and Ukrainian Village Committee members at the celebration of the 25th anniversary of Ukraine’s re-
establishment of independence.

Alex Fedorchuk

Parma’s Ukrainian Village commemorates
25th anniversary of Ukraine’s independence

At the Prosecutor General’s Office in Kyiv on 
September 5, Former Assistant U.S. Attorney Bohdan 
Vitvitsky points to the date (September 12) when the 
final applications will be accepted for some 80 inspector 

general positions within the PGO.

Mark Raczkiewycz
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U.S. expands Russia sanctions 

WASHINGTON – The United States has 
added 37 individuals and entities to its 
sanctions blacklist aimed at Russia over its 
continuing support for separatists in east-
ern Ukraine and the 2014 annexation of the 
Crimean Peninsula. “Treasury stands with 
our partners in condemning Russia’s viola-
tion of international law, and we will con-
tinue to sanction those who threaten 
Ukraine’s peace, security and sovereignty,” 
John Smith, acting director of the 
Treasury’s Office of Foreign Assets Control, 
said on September 1. The United States 
blacklisted a number of Russian companies 
operating in Crimea, including construction 
firms Mostotrest and SGM-Most, which 
have been helping to build a bridge from 
Russia to the peninsula, a statement said. 
Six separatist representatives in eastern 
Ukraine and 11 officials in Crimea were 
also sanctioned. (RFE/RL, based on report-
ing by Reuters and AFP)

Embassy of Ukraine expresses gratitude

WASHINGTON – The Embassy of 
Ukraine in the United States on September 
1 reacted with gratitude to the announce-
ment that the U.S. was imposing additional 
sanctions related to Russian aggression in 
Ukraine. The text of the Embassy’s state-
ment reads: “We are deeply grateful to the 
United States for imposing additional sanc-
tions on more than 130 people and entities 
to strengthen existing restrictions in con-
nection to Russian aggression against 
Ukraine. Under four separate President’s 
executive orders, the U.S. Treasury 
Department on Thursday designated and 
identified 37 new persons and entities, 
including separatist leaders, Russian offi-
cials, companies operated in occupied 
Crimea; as well almost 100 entities were 
added under the sectoral sanctions pro-
gram. We are confident that these new 
sanctions underscore American efforts to 
maintain additional pressure on the 
Russian Federation for brutal violation of 
international law by aggression against 
Ukraine, illegal occupation of Ukrainian 
Crimea and continuing support of pro-Rus-
sian terroristic forces in the Donbas region 
of Ukraine. It is a clear message to Russian 
leaders about firm American support of 

Ukraine’s people’s struggle for freedom 
and territorial integrity of our country. We 
insist that the only way to stop the war on 
the Donbas should be full-scale implemen-
tation by the Russian Federation of all pro-
visions of the Minsk agreements.” 
(Embassy of Ukraine in the U.S.A.)

Russian officials shrug off new sanctions

MOSCOW – Russian officials mostly 
shrugged off the impact of a new round of 
sanctions announced by the United States 
on September 1 targeting 37 individuals 
and companies involved in Russia’s aggres-
sion in Ukraine. Companies helping to con-
struct a bridge to Crimea, which Russia ille-
gally annexed from Ukraine in 2014, were 
among the biggest new targets, but the offi-
cials said they don’t expect any impact from 
the sanctions. “The sanctions will not affect 
the construction of the bridge,” said the 
project’s Crimea Bridge infocenter, which 
noted that the bridge is being built without 
Western help. “The contractor has all the 
resources necessary for the timely comple-
tion of the project,” it said. Russian Deputy 
Economic Development Minister Aleksei 
Likhachev told TASS on the sidelines of the 
Eastern Economic Forum in Vladivostok, 
Russia, that the economic loss from the 
sanctions would be “minimal,” although he 
said Russia “regrets” the “hostile spirit” 
shown by the sanctions. Kremlin spokes-
man Dmitry Peskov called the sanctions a 
“dead-end track” that fails to solve any 
problems. He suggested that Russia will 
respond in kind after analyzing them. 
“Generally, the principle of reciprocity is 
used in such cases,” he said. (RFE/RL, based 
on reporting by Reuters, TASS and Interfax)

Kremlin comments on new sanctions

MOSCOW – The Kremlin says expanded 
U.S. sanctions against Russia are not consis-
tent with talks over possible cooperation 
between Russia and the United States. 
“This is not consistent with talks over pos-
sible cooperation in sensitive areas that the 
two presidents discussed,” Kremlin spokes-
man Dmitry Peskov said on September 7. 
Russian President Vladimir Putin and U.S. 
President Barack Obama met on the side-
lines of the G-20 summit in China earlier 

(Continued on page 12)

 WINDOW ON EURASIA

by Paul Goble

Most Western discussions about counter-
ing Russian disinformation have focused 
exclusively on unmasking the ever-growing 
number of lies and other forms of obfusca-
tion Russian government propagandists and 
their surrogates are putting out and identi-
fying the chief sources of such duplicity.

But it is important to recognize and then 
think about how to counter not just these 
lies and the propensity of some journalists 
to report them in their confusion of “bal-
ance” with “objectivity” but also to combat 
these other measures lest the Kremlin pick 
up new victories in this area even as it is 
losing elsewhere.

The past week highlighted three of these 
Moscow measures that go beyond mere 
lying but that must be countered: plans by 
the Russian government to create “a 
human rights group” for the post-Soviet 
states; undermining or purging those in 
international organizations that challenge 
Moscow; and discussions about creating a 
Russian version of Wikipedia.

Because each of these involves issues 
other than just lying to the world and to the 

Russian people, it is important to view all of 
them in the context of the Kremlin’s disin-
formation effort, its calculated tactic of sow-
ing confusion and undermining the belief 
that there is such a thing as objective truth.

The first of these projects is a “Eurasian 
Human Rights Group,” which its organizers 
say will be “styled” on groups like Amnesty 
International and Human Rights Watch. 
The group intends to seek accreditation 
from the United Nations and other interna-
tional bodies, and will provide an “objec-
tive” picture of human rights in the post-
Soviet states (izvestia.ru/news/629573 
and themoscowtimes.com/news/russia-to-
found-human-rights-group-for-post-soviet-
countries-55172).

Given that Moscow doesn’t like and 
often disputes the findings of these other 
groups – see for example its handling of 
one last week on Chechnya (kavkaz-uzel.
eu/articles/288551/) – it should be obvi-
ous that the Russian government will 
ensure that its agency reports what the 
Kremlin wants regardless of its accuracy.

That may please some of the thuggish 
regimes in Russia’s neighborhood and 
thuggish rulers in various parts of the 
Russian Federation as well, but it consti-
tutes a clear and present danger to other 
rights groups, who may find it even more 
difficult to work there and whose findings 
will now be subject to yet another kind of 
Russian-organized dissent.

The second concerns Moscow’s efforts to 
purge from international organizations any-
one who contradicts what the Kremlin 
believes to be the case. The Helsinki-based 
newspaper Hufyudstadsbladet reported on 

Moscow’s disinformation efforts move
far beyond mere lying and obfuscation
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Paul Goble is a long-time specialist on 
ethnic and religious questions in Eurasia 
who has served in various capacities in the 
U.S. State Department, the Central 
Intelligence Agency and the International 
Broadcasting Bureau, as well as at the Voice 
of America and Radio Free Europe/Radio 
Liberty and the Carnegie Endowment for 
International Peace. The article above is 
reprinted with permission from his blog 
called “Window on Eurasia” (http://windo-
woneurasia2.blogspot.com/).

MANHUSH, Ukraine – In the course of his working trip to the Donetsk region, 
President Petro Poroshenko took part on August 31 in the reopening of a reconstruct-
ed kindergarten in the village of Manhush near Mariupol, Donetsk Oblast. He noted 
that the local community had been waiting for the reconstruction and restoration of 
functioning of the kindergarten. “What do the people of the Donbas want? First of all – 
peace. Second – efficient authorities. Third – jobs,” Mr. Poroshenko said. According to 
the President, the modernized kindergarten is a symbol of peace, which demonstrates 
the efficiency of cooperation between the community and the state. Local authorities 
headed by Pavlo Zebrivskyi initiated a program of restoration of the Donbas infrastruc-
ture for the sum of 3 billion hrv. The kindergarten has been rebuilt utilizing the latest 
energy-saving technologies: floor heating, and energy-efficient walls and windows. 
According to Mr. Zhebrivskyi, other projects will also be implemented, among them the 
reconstruction of four bridges.

Official Website of Ukraine’s President

President participates in reopening
of kindergarten near Mariupol

(Continued on page 13)
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Anti-corruption cases are finally moving forward
by Adrian Karatnycky 

Something is stirring in Ukraine’s war 
on corruption.

Since the Maidan protests of 2013-2014 
toppled the regime of former President 
Viktor Yanukovych and revealed the details 
of the criminality and venality of his inner 
circle, attacking corruption has been a focal 
point of public expectations.

Important progress has been made on 
key reforms. Under the presidency of Petro 
Poroshenko, Ukraine has taken impressive 
strides in balancing its budget, ending 
dependence on Russian gas, refinancing its 
debt, establishing a new police force, intro-
ducing transparent electronic public tenders 
for government contracts and rebuilding its 
once-eviscerated armed forces. But the actu-
al punishment of high-ranking state officials 
for corrupt acts has not yet occurred.

Indeed, Ukraine has gone through four 
prosecutor generals since the Maidan revo-
lution; the first three were eventually 
denounced for corruption, ineffectiveness 
or indifference.

With the establishment of a Western-
backed National Anti-Corruption Bureau 
(NABU) and the appointment of Yurii 

Lutsenko as prosecutor general on May 12, 
the anti-corruption effort has gradually but 
significantly begun to change.

Mr. Lutsenko’s appointment was roundly 
criticized by some reformers. They pointed 
to his close political relationship with Mr. 
Poroshenko and his lack of a judicial educa-
tion. Although Mr. Lutsenko served as min-
ister of internal affairs under Viktor 
Yushchenko between 2007 and 2010, crit-
ics were angered by the special legislation 
that was passed to allow him to qualify for 
his current post.

Still, there is no question that Mr. 
Lutsenko has serious democratic street 
cred. He was one of the main leaders of the 
Orange Revolution of 2004 and was a key 
activist in the Maidan protests. From 2011 
until 2013, he was imprisoned on frivolous 
and trumped-up charges by the 
Yanukovych regime; clearly, he has no rea-
son to protect the previous regime from 
prosecution. 

Mr. Lutsenko has brought in retired U.S. 
prosecutor Bohdan Vitvitsky as an advisor. 
He has appointed noted human rights law-
yer Valentyna Telychenko as his lead 
domestic advisor and head of a civic advi-
sory council. Several deputy prosecutors 

 NEWS ANALYSIS

KYIV – President Petro Poroshenko on August 30 accepted a letter of credence 
from the new U.S. ambassador to Ukraine, Marie L. Yovanovitch. He congratulated 
Ambassador Yovanovitch on the beginning of her mission to Ukraine, noting that he 
relies on her previous experience of work in Kyiv in 2001-2005. Mr. Poroshenko also 
expressed gratitude to the United States for political, financial and military-technical 
assistance in Ukraine’s struggle against Russian aggression. “We count on further effi-
cient cooperation,” the president added. In turn, the new envoy said she was planning 
to preserve and enhance that support. “In the last two years, Ukraine has achieved 
significant progress. And now we have great opportunities to continue these changes. 
The U.S. is a reliable friend and supports Ukraine and its reforms,” Ambassador 
Yovanovitch stated.

U.S. Army

YAVORIV, Ukraine – Lt. Gen Ben Hodges, 
commander of U.S. Army Europe, officially 
handed over five field litter ambulances 
(FLAs) to the Ukrainian armed forces here 
August 27.

“I am very proud, of course, to see these 
ambulances behind me, a manifestation of 
the support of the United States for 
Ukraine,” Lt. Gen. Hodges said.

The ambulances, part of the train-and-
equip program with Ukraine, were present-
ed to Ukraine’s acting minister of health, Dr. 
Ulana Suprun. She expressed her govern-
ment’s appreciation for the support of the 
U.S. Army Europe and the U.S. government. 
She also highlighted the urgent need for 
equipment like the FLAs.

“The Ukrainian army receives tremen-
dous help from the American Army. 
Nowadays we all know that Ukrainians face 
medical evacuation problems,” Dr. Suprun 
said. “The army is short of armored vehi-

cles for fast evacuation of injured soldiers 
to the hospitals where they can be treated 
by professional doctors.”

Dr. Suprun was born to Ukrainian parents 
in Detroit and attended medical school at 
Michigan State University. Her father served 
in the U.S. Army during the Korean War, 
which she credits for her understanding of 
the importance that soldiers place on having 
the capacity and capability to save another 
soldier’s life. She said it was her hope that, 
working together with their American part-
ners, Ukrainian armed forces will have the 
same principles and values and will contin-
ue to focus on medical training together.

The FLAs were presented at the 
International Peacekeeping and Security 
Center where the Joint Multinational 
Training Group-Ukraine, a combined unit of 
California National Guard, soldiers from the 
3rd Infantry Division and multinational 
allies, support and train Ukrainian land 

Official Website of Ukraine’s President

Staff Sgt. Elizabeth Tarr

New U.S. ambassador presents
letters of credence to Poroshenko

U.S. Army Europe presents 
ambulances to Ukraine’s armed forces

with no links to the procuracy have also 
been appointed, including a former mem-
ber of parliament, Dmytro Storozhuk; a 
35-year-old former diplomat, Yevheniy 
Yenin; and a former academic, Anzhela 
Stryzhevska, who distinguished herself as a 
judge by her independence and who once 
served as parliamentary aide to a crusad-
ing anti-corruption legislator.

A healthy and sometimes heated rivalry 
has erupted between the procuracy and 
NABU. Together with significant anti-cor-
ruption arrests by the Security Service of 
Ukraine (SBU), the temperature against 
wrongdoers is gradually being raised. 

Mr. Lutsenko is vigorously going after 
those linked to the Yanukovych regime. In 
just over 100 days in office, he has filed 
criminal cases against the former regime’s 
legislative majority leader, the former min-
ister of justice, the former head of the 
national park service, a pro-government 
deputy implicated in allegedly illegal gas 
trading, several heads of failed banks, the 
head of Yanukovych’s special economic 
projects and a former high-ranking judge. 
Officers from security and law enforcement 
services who have been implicated in the 
beatings and killings of protesters in 2013-
2014 are being prosecuted, and numerous 
officials at the local level have been swept 
up in the dragnet as well. A major case 
against 18 leading Russian officials impli-
cated in organizing separatist violence is 
also moving forward.

Though some suggest that some of the 
activity is more public relations than sub-
stance, assets are being seized and officials 
jailed and charged.

Not to be outdone, NABU, which was 
created with the support of the president 
and government, has opened up criminal 
investigations against some prosecutors, 

university rectors, corrupt judges and offi-
cials from the national railway. The SBU has 
also shown significant investigative vigor.

In addition to healthy competition, how-
ever, there has been occasional open con-
flict and resentment between the reform-
ing but predominantly ”old school” procu-
racy and the newly minted anti-corruption 
bureau. 

There have been attacks against NABU 
by precincts of the procuracy that have not 
been purged of dubious leadership. In one 
case, reciprocal investigations resulted in 
violent clashes between the two agencies 
that are now being mediated.

Part of the resentment is over the fact 
that Western-funded NABU employees are 
paid three times the wage of their counter-
parts in the procuracy and the SBU. 
Additionally, resentment is fed by the fact 
that NABU is routinely praised by the inter-
national community, the media, and civil 
society, while the procuracy and security 
service continue to be viewed with some 
suspicion.

One security official told me, “We all 
come from the same places. Some of us just 
scored higher on tests by a question or two, 
while others may have hidden assets more 
diligently and were taken into the new 
Anti-Corruption Bureau. We resent the idea 
that the new bureau is somehow pristine 
and we are hopelessly corrupt.”

In truth, many if not most prosecutors, 
detectives, and judges were in one way or 
another on the take. Wages in the judicial 
branch were so low that graft became a 
way of life. Some of those who engaged in 
this practice were trying to preserve a mid-
dle-class lifestyle; others grew incredibly 
rich. And many of the bad eggs remain in 

Lt. Gen. Ben Hodges (right), commander of U.S. Army Europe, and Dr. Ulana 
Suprun (left), Ukraine’s acting minister of health, speak to the media during the offi-
cial handover of five field litter ambulances to the Ukrainian armed forces on August 
27. With them is Sgt. Taras Vintonyak from the Joint Multinational Training Group-

Ukraine.

(Continued on page 9)

(Continued on page 12)
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       THE UKRAINIAN NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FORUM       T

by Irene Jarosewich
The primary purpose of life insurance is 

to provide those you love with money after 
your death. Yet, the many different charac-
teristics of modern life insurance can pro-
vide value during your lifetime as well. 

One of the easiest choices to do this is 
known as the Single Premium Whole Life 
(SPWL) policy. 

This type of policy is appealing because 
you pay only once – hence the name “single 
premium.” 

This type of policy also “leverages” your 
one-time payment into more value. To a 
55-year-old woman, for a single premium 
payment of $1,715 (men, $1,965), the UNA 
will issue a policy for a face value of $5,000.

With the UNA minimum premium of 
$300, the buy-in is low. Whenever you have 
some extra cash, you simply buy a SPWL 
policy. Over time, many small policies add 
up to the equivalent value of a larger policy. 

Since SPWL is “whole life,” the insurance 
is permanent. This is different than term 
insurance, which definitely has benefits – it’s 
less expensive, for starters – but expires after 
a certain term, five, 10, or 20 years. There are 
no term limitations to a SPWL policy.

As a permanent life insurance policy, one 
of the characteristics of SPWL is that it 
accumulates cash value that can be bor-
rowed against.

Here are some ways that SPWL policy 
can have value for you. 

Buy young, get more

When it comes to life insurance, the 
young get much more for much less money. 

By beginning at age 25, paying an aver-
age of $773 each year for five years (see 
table below), a young man can buy a 
$5,000 SPWL policy annually. After five 
years, he will own a combined face value of 
$25,000. He would be well on his way to 
protecting his future.

Give a gift to your grandchild

When you purchase a policy for your 
grandchild, the grandchild not only has an 

Th e easy choice: 
Single Premium Whole Life

Through December 20, the UNA will waive 
the one-time fee of $25 on new Single Premium 
Whole Life policies.

FOR ILLUSTRATIVE PURPOSE FOR $5,000.00 FACE AMOUNT  •  NON SMOKING RATES

 0 300 325
 1 300 325
 2 300 335
 3 300 335
 4 310 345
 5 315 355
 6 325 365
 7 335 380
 8 350 390
 9 360 405
10 370 420
11 385 435
12 395 450
13 410 465
14 450 505
15 465 525
16 480 540
17 495 560
18 510 575
19 525 595
20 545 615
21 560 635
22 580 655
23 600 675

24 620 700
25 640 725
26 665 745
27 685 770
28 710 800
29 735 825
30 760 855
31 785 885
32 815 915
33 845 950
34 875 985
35 905 1020
36 935 1050
37 960 1085
38 990 1120
39 1020 1155
40 1055 1195
41 1085 1235
42 1120 1275
43 1155 1315
44 1195 1360
45 1230 1405
46 1270 1450
47 1310 1500

48 1355 1550
49 1400 1600
50 1445 1655
51 1495 1710
52 1550 1775
53 1605 1835
54 1660 1900
55 1715 1965
56 1775 2030
57 1835 2100
58 1895 2170
59 1960 2240
60 2025 2310
61 2095 2385
62 2165 2455
63 2235 2530
64 2310 2605
65 2385 2680
66 2455 2755
67 2530 2830
68 2610 2905
69 2685 2980
70 2765 3055
71 2845 3130

72 2930 3205
73 3010 3280
74 3090 3350
75 3175 3420
76 3255 3490
77 3330 3555
78 3410 3620
79 3485 3685
80 3560 3745
81 3635 3805
82 3710 3865
83 3780 3920
84 3845 3975
85 3910 4025
86 3975 4075
87 4035 4120
88 4090 4165
89 4145 4205
90 4200 4245
91 4250 4290
92 4305 4330
93 4360 4380
94 4415 4430
95 4475 4485

Age Female Male Age Female Male Age Female Male Age Female Male

insurance policy in his or her name, but 
also becomes a UNA member and is able to 
enjoy many member benefits, such as 
scholarships, discounts on the UNA’s news-
papers, and summer camp discounts at the 
Soyuzivka Heritage Center, to name a few.

Pay for final expenses

People leave money in CDs or bank 
accounts hoping the cash will pay final 
expenses. Yet, those making funeral 
arrangements often will not have access to 
such accounts until after the will is settled. 
Settlement can take weeks. In the mean-
time, adult children, most often those who 
plan the funeral, may not be capable of put-
ting thousands of dollars of new charges 

on their credit cards to pay these final 
expenses. 

Leaving enough money to pay for final 
expenses remains the most common rea-
son to purchase a SPWL policy. A 65-year-
old woman will pay $11,925 for a SPWL 
policy with face value of $25,000. If current 
trends continue, $25,000 will be more than 
enough to pay for typical funeral expenses 
if she were to live until 85. 

To ensure your peace of mind and to 
learn more about how this and other vari-
ous cost-effective products offered by the 
UNA can help you directly, please contact 
your local UNA Branch Secretary, or call the 
UNA Home Office at the toll-free number 
800-253-9862, or visit www.ukrainianna-
tionalassociation.org.

Irene Jarosewich received her Certificate 
in Financial Planning from Georgetown 
University. 

The Ukrainian National Association, Inc.

2200 Route 10, Parsippany, NJ 07054  •  General information – 800-253-9862
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Let us underscore this at the top of this week’s editorial: We love working with 
our readers and community activists in producing each week’s issue of The 
Ukrainian Weekly. This type of collaboration benefits all and enriches our newspa-
per’s pages.

That said, let us share a telling account of a recent exchange of e-mail messages. 
Having received an e-mail promoting the upcoming Ukrainian Independence 

Day parade in Parma, Ohio, we e-mailed back to activists of the Ukrainian Village 
Committee of Parma to encourage them to send in information and photos from 
this event, especially since this year celebrated the 25th anniversary of the re-
establishment of Ukraine’s independence. Their response was: “Thank you for 
your interest in our Ukrainian Village Parade and Ukrainian Independence Day 
celebrations!” Along with it came confirmation that we would indeed get a story 
and photos from this marvelous community event. (The result is seen in this 
week’s issue.)

Our reaction to that enthusiastic response punctuated by an exclamation point: 
There is no need for the committee to thank us. We are, after all, a community 
newspaper. We always have been. It is for us to thank the committee and the 
United Ukrainian Organizations of Ohio for sharing their good news with us and 
our readers. Thus, we wrote back: “You know, we always want to publish commu-
nity news, but it quite often seems that local ‘hromady’ are content to communi-
cate only among themselves instead of sharing the news with others. That is one 
of the main functions of our newspapers Svoboda and The Weekly. Please keep 
that in mind for the future.” We do hope to hear more from this vibrant Ukrainian 
American community – and others!

On a related topic, we’ve noticed that some communities have their own news-
letters, whether in printed form or e-mailed. Of course, that is good for keeping 
folks in touch, but things could be even better. Instead of reaching only their imme-
diate neighbors and members, groups that publish such newsletters could be 
reaching out to a much broader audience via our newspapers. Now, we’re not tell-
ing them not to publish their newsletters; we’re just suggesting that they look 
beyond their immediate community and broaden their horizons. Send us some of 
your top news items; send us a great photo and a caption. We’ll be happy to share it 
with our readers, who always want to know what’s happening in our communities 
near and far. In fact, readers and communities learn from each other’s successes.

And then there are those who choose to communicate via a Facebook page. 
Great! The posts are quick, friends and followers see them immediately, interest-
ing items get shared and spread exponentially. So what’s wrong with this para-
digm? Immediacy is not longevity. Nor does this modus operandi ensure a place in 
history. What are we talking about? Well, having your news items published in The 
Ukrainian Weekly means they will be easily accessible, because not only do they 
appear in our print edition, they also appear on our news website (www.ukrweek-
ly.com). Furthermore, our issues are archived online, so they will endure as a valu-
able resource that can be accessed by anyone anywhere anytime.

So, Dear Readers, we once again encourage you to share information and use 
our newspapers as your network. Such sharing of information and ideas benefits 
us all; it empowers us as a community and supports our community’s needs and 
aspirations. As a new year of community activity begins with the end of summer 
and the start of the academic year, we cordially invite you to join us in this cooper-
ative endeavor.

The Ukrainian Weekly

Twenty-six years ago, on September 16, 1990, a statue to 
Vladimir Lenin was dismantled in Lviv by the local authorities.

During the two weeks stretching from September 5 through 
19, Lenin statues across Ukraine were being targeted for remov-
al or destruction. 

“On the one hand, the movement to expose the ‘real’ Lenin 
and to remove his monuments has been growing and has spread from western Ukraine to 
Kyiv, Chernihiv and Donetsk,” Bohdan Nahaylo wrote. “On the other hand, the Communist 
Party of Ukraine has organized meetings in Lviv, Kyiv and Chernihiv to protest against the 
‘defamation’ of Lenin and ‘acts of vandalism’ against his monuments, and the new ideolog-
ical secretary in Kyiv, Valentyn Ostrozhynsky, has spoken out at length in this vein in the 
pages of Radianska Ukraina.”

Other towns in Ukraine where the authorities had ordered the dismantling of the Lenin 
monuments included Drohobych and Stryi. Other monuments to Lenin were destroyed in 
early August 1990, including the first Lenin to fall in Ukraine – that in Chervonohrad (Lviv 
Oblast), followed by Ternopil and Kolomiya. 

When the Lenin statue in Lviv was dismantled, it was discovered that the base of the stat-
ue was made up of gravestones from desecrated Ukrainian, Polish and Jewish cemeteries. 

In Kolomiya, it was discovered that the statue’s base was filled with Polish and Jewish 
gravestones. 

The trend of falling Lenins in Ukraine during those final days of Communist rule contin-
ued, including in the towns of Mykolayiv and Boryslav, both in the Lviv Oblast.  The 
Ukrainian Weekly in its September 16, 1990, issue ran photos of the monument’s destruc-
tion in Mykolayiv, with local residents cheering its dismantling.

Today, statues of Lenin and Communist monuments continue to fall across Ukraine, as 
the country sheds its Soviet legacy. Since the Euro-Maidan of 2014, this trend has been 
dubbed “Leninopad” and has become more widespread. Many of these monuments were 

Sept. 
16
1990

Turning the pages back...

Opinions in The Ukrainian Weekly
Opinions expressed by columnists, commentators and letter-

writers are their own and do not necessarily reflect the opin-
ions of either The Weekly editorial staff or its publisher, the 

Ukrainian National Association.

The following letter was sent to President 
Barack Obama by the Ukrainian Congress 
Committee of America on September 1. A 
copy was sent also to Secretary of State John 
Kerry.

Dear Mr. President:
The Ukrainian Congress Committee of 

America, the largest representation of 
Americans of Ukrainian descent, is deeply 
troubled by the participation of Vladimir 
Putin in the upcoming G-20 Leaders’ 
Summit taking place in China on 
September 4-5, 2016.

Over the past two years Russia has ille-
gally occupied sovereign Ukrainian territo-
ry and conducted a hybrid war in eastern 
Ukraine, which has sadly cost Ukraine close 
to 10,000 lives, wounded over 20,000 peo-
ple and displaced over 1.4 million. From 
May 1 to August 29 of this year alone, at 
least 107 Ukrainian soldiers have been 
killed and 576 wounded in combat on the 
eastern front. Movements of Russian 
troops, tanks, artillery and other material 
into the illegally occupied territories of 
Crimea and Eastern Ukraine continue. Let 
us not forget that it was the Russian 
Federation that supplied the Buk missile 
system that shot down Flight MH-17 in July 
2014, murdering 298 innocent lives. 

The UCCA finds it reprehensible that 
world leaders would consider meeting 
with President Putin to discuss global eco-
nomic growth and increasing trade and 
investment, while the Russian Federation 
continues to illegally occupy Crimea and 

wage a hybrid war in Ukraine’s Donbas 
region. It is our firm belief that, given these 
actions, the Russian Federation must not be 
allowed to participate in such a forum as 
the G-20 until such time as it de-occupies 
the Crimean peninsula and abides by inter-
national law. Russia’s unrelenting aggres-
sive behavior vis-à-vis Ukraine is danger-
ously destabilizing the international legal 
system, and the UCCA strongly feels that 
the security of the U.S. (and the world’s 
democracies) lies in the expansion of 
democracy and mutual security guaran-
tees, not the appeasement of imperial 
states. Increasing economic cooperation 
with the Russian Federation today would 
only serve to fuel President Putin’s aggres-
sion against its neighbors.

We respectfully ask you, as the leader of 
the world’s greatest democracy and a stra-
tegic partner of Ukraine, to affirm the 
United States’ steadfast commitment to 
Ukraine’s sovereignty and territorial integ-
rity by strongly advocating for the suspen-
sion of the Russian Federation from the 
G-20 and President Putin’s participation in 
the Leaders’ Summit on September 4-5, 
and to increase sanctions on Russia for its 
continued illegal occupation and war 
against Ukraine. 

On behalf of the UCCA, we remain,
Respectfully yours,

Tamara Olexy
President

Marie Duplak
Executive Secretary

OTTAWA – The Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress (UCC) on September 2 called on 
G-20 leaders to suspend Russia’s participa-
tion in the group of the world’s 20 major 
economies and bolster sanctions against 
Russia in order put pressure on Russian 
President Vladimir Putin to end Russia’s war 
against Ukraine and Russia’s occupation of 
sovereign Ukrainian territory in Crimea and 
the Donetsk and Luhansk oblasts.

G-20 leaders were to meet in China on 
September 4-5 to discuss key issues facing 
the global economy. To continue to allow 
Russia a seat at such important decision-
making forums as the G-20 while Russia 
continues to wage a war of aggression 
against Ukraine only feeds Mr. Putin’s pro-
foundly cynical calculation that short-term 
financial and economic interests trump val-
ues and principles, the UCC argued.

In 2014, G-7 leaders suspended Russia’s 
participation in the G-8 “until Russia chang-
es course and the environment comes back 
to where the G-8 is able to have a meaning-
ful discussion.” The UCC noted that now it 
is time for G-20 leaders to send a strong 
message to President Putin that Russia’s 
aggression is unacceptable and suspend 
Russia’s participation in the G-20.

“The international community must 

make a concerted multilateral effort to iso-
late Putin’s regime until such time as 
Russia respects international law, obliga-
tions and responsibilities,” stated Paul 
Grod, national president of the UCC. “Putin 
has made clear through his actions that he 
understands only strength. Sanctions 
against Russia must be strengthened, 
including removing Russia from the SWIFT 
payments system, and Russia must be fur-
ther isolated until it changes course and 
ends its escalating aggression against 
Ukraine and other states.”

On September 1, the Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress wrote to Canada’s Prime Minister 
Justin Trudeau, asking him, as the leader of 
one of Ukraine’s strongest international 
supporters, “to advocate for the suspension 
of the Russian Federation from the G-20 
and to increase sanctions on Russia for its 
continued occupation and war against 
Ukraine.”

The UCC also urged Ukrainian Canadians 
to contact their members of Parliament to 
express support for suspending Russia 
from the G-20 and increasing sanctions 
against Russia, while helping Ukraine 
defend itself with enhanced military sup-
port, economic backing and technical assis-
tance to further reforms in Ukraine. 

UCC calls on G-20 leaders to suspend 
Russia’s participation and bolster sanctions

UCCA’s letter to Obama about G-20

(Continued on page 7)

News from your community

 FOR THE RECORD
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The doping of athletes to enhance their 
performance, particularly with anabolic 
steroids, has been a recurrent scandal in 
the international sports world. The 
International Olympic Committee (IOC) 
banned this practice in 1967 and began 
testing for steroids in 1976. In 1999, the 
World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA) was 
created. Yet athletes continue to use perfor-
mance-enhancing drugs. 

The most recent incident in Russia was 
reported in the August 13 issue of The New 
York Times (Rebecca R. Ruiz, “The Soviet 
Doping Plan: Document Reveals Illicit 
Approach to ’84 Olympics”). In 2014 Yuliya 
Stepanova, a middle distance runner, and 
her husband, Vitalii Stepanov, a former 
member of the Russian anti-doping agency, 
exposed doping practices in their country. 
The scandal has apparently caused the dis-
missal of a prominent sports physician who 
allegedly profited from the doping of Soviet 
and Russian athletes. WADA is investigating 
the matter. Revelations resulted in the 
exclusion of Russian track and field compet-
itors from the Olympic Games in Rio de 
Janeiro. The International Paralympics 
Committee has banned Russia from the 
Summer Paralympics because of doping 
practices. The ban has been extended to the 
Winter Paralympics.

Doping in Russia goes back to Soviet 
times, when it affected other republics of 
the USSR as well, and was also heavily 
practiced in East Germany. According to 
The New York Times report, a confidential 
document from late 1983 shows that in 
anticipation of the 1984 Summer Olympics 
in Los Angeles, Soviet sports physicians 
had advised the head of Soviet track and 
field that anabolic steroid pills were not 
enough and that injections should be used. 
Many Soviet athletes had in fact been using 
steroids since the 1970s. 

This is not news for diaspora Ukrainians 
who remember the 1984 Olympics. Early 
that year, Osyp Zinkewych, the energetic, 
hard-working founder and president of 
Smoloskyp Publishers, visited California in 
order to organize an information campaign 
at the upcoming games. Through under-
ground channels, he had received an appeal 
from Soviet Ukrainian athletes alleging that 
they were being forced to use performance-
enhancing drugs, which apparently resulted 
in a range of health disorders and, in some 
cases, premature death. Citing the early 
deaths of 59 Soviet Ukrainian athletes (at an 
average age of 41), with a dramatic upsurge 
between 1976 and 1982, they called on the 
IOC to investigate Soviet practices. They 
also requested that Soviet republics like the 
Ukrainian SSR – which, after all, had a sepa-
rate representation at the United Nations – 
be permitted to field their own Olympic 
teams. 

In 1980, the U.S. had boycotted the 
Moscow Olympics because of the Soviet 
invasion of Afghanistan. But Smoloskyp 
emphatically did not support the movement 
to keep Soviet athletes out of the Olympics. 
It believed that USSR participation in inter-
national sports was not a matter of one 
team too many, but of 14 teams too few: 
each Soviet republic should compete indi-
vidually. Smoloskyp compiled a book titled 
“Ukrainian Olympic Champions,” in which it 
calculated how many medals Ukraine 
would have won if it had been allowed to 
participate independently. In response to 

its arguments, IOC President Juan Antonio 
Samaranch wrote: “Your comments have 
been duly noted.”

In May 1984 the USSR, citing “anti-Soviet 
hysteria” and related reasons, decided not 
to attend the Los Angeles Olympics. 
Nevertheless, Mr. Zinkewych did not aban-
don his plan of publicizing the Ukrainian 
athletes’ appeal. Accordingly, in mid-July the 
Ukrainian Olympic Information Service 
opened its doors. The Ukrainian American 
community of southern California provided 
moral, professional and logistical support. 
Through the generosity of Nativity of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary Ukrainian Catholic 
Church and its pastor, Msgr. Peter Leskiw, a 
two-story house was made available at 
5146 ½ De Longpre St. in Hollywood 
(where many Ukrainians had settled when 
this was the center of the film industry), 
while the Ukrainian Orthodox Church also 
helped out. A typewriter, a photocopier and 
that new gadget – a personal computer – 
were set up. A team of volunteers – some 
local, some from as far away as Washington, 
D.C., fluctuating in number from a handful 
to around 20 – worked day and night in the 
stifling heat, preparing and disseminating 
informative materials and communicating 
with the media and foreign delegations, 
under the direction of your columnist. 

The UOIS arranged a press conference 
on August 2 at the Los Angeles Press Club, 
where the list of 59 prematurely deceased 
Ukrainian athletes was made public. Mona 
Snylyk of Santa Monica ably led the pro-
ceedings, while yours truly discussed 
national discrimination in Soviet sports 
and the issue of Ukrainian Olympic partici-
pation. Andrij Karkoc deftly parried hostile 
questions from Soviet and Hungarian jour-
nalists on irrelevant and inflammatory top-
ics like alleged Ukrainian fascist participa-
tion in the Holocaust, riposting with facts 
about the millions of Ukrainian victims of 
the Soviet regime.

The media responded. California’s Santa 
Ana Register and Daily News, as well as the 
Baltimore Sun, published favorable articles. 
The Los Angeles Times was skeptical, as 
was Sports Illustrated’s Jerry Kirshenbaum. 
On his late-night call-in radio show on 
KABC, Ray Briem conducted a friendly 
interview with a UOIS representative.

Did the Ukrainian Olympic action bear 
fruit? Coming on the heels of the Great 
Famine commemorations of 1982-1983, 
and preceding by only a few years the obser-
vances of the Millennium of the Baptism of 
Ukraine-Rus’, it was part of a sustained effort 
on the part of our diaspora in the 1970s and 
1980s to raise world consciousness about 
Ukraine. In the Orwellian year of 1984, it 
was largely ignored by the international 
sports establishment. “But the days to 
come,” sang Pindar in his first Olympian ode, 
“are the wisest witnesses.” In the 1994 
Winter Olympics in Lillehammer and the 
1996 Summer Olympics in Atlanta, Ukraine 
participated as an independent country. Its 
athletes are no longer subject to the compul-
sory doping practices that survived into the 
post-Soviet period in Russia. It is a belated 
victory for those who suffered illness and 
early death. For those who first raised the 
issue and still live, it is a bittersweet vindica-
tion.

A bittersweet vindication

Andrew Sorokowski can be reached at 
andrewsorokowski@gmail.com.

Dear Editor:

As a lifelong Republican and formerly 
elected district leader, I usually vote the 
party line. However, this year’s presidential 
election is totally bizarre and a case study 
on how not to run a campaign.

Watching Donald Trump and Hillary 
Clinton go at it with such malice, name-call-
ing, unending personal attacks, twisting 
statements and sheer stupidity reminds me 
of a drawn-out boxing match. It appears 
both candidates are one varenyk short of a 
full dozen. We haven’t even touched on 
what role Paul Manafort played with the 
Trump campaign before being sacked.

I find it very difficult to support my par-
ty’s choice for president. Supporting 
Hillary is also out of the question.

Recently, while channel surfing I came 
across CNN interviewing Libertarian candi-
dates Gary Johnson and Bill Weld, which 
immediately caught my attention.

Both candidates, former Republicans 
elected governors in Democratic states, 
were well spoken and answered questions 
on the subjects posed, once apologizing for 
not being sure. But, most of all, they were 
not bombastic.

With the election less than two months 
away, more exploration of the Libertarian 
candidates will be necessary.

No matter which party has the best plat-
form regarding Ukraine, as stated in your 
editorial (July 31), it’s only as good as the 
presidential candidate who chooses to sup-
port it, or not.

However, I’m convinced that we have 
other choices, and supporting a third party 
may not be as bad as the “established” 
choice we have.

We cannot be any worse off!

Michael W. Bohdan
Cranford, N.J.

the fact that Vladimir Putin’s Russia is a 
danger to Western values, world peace and 
most immediately to independent 
Ukrainian statehood. Ukraine, as a conse-
quence, must rely at this critical time on its 
military as an essential potential guarantor 
of the security and freedoms Ukrainians 
have strived for throughout the centuries.

In diplomacy, when nationhood is 
threatened, negotiations and agreements 
are best backed by the existing potential of 
the use of force in achieving one’s aims. 
This is a time-tested principle (since 
ancient times at least) in diplomacy and 
politics in general. To think this doesn’t 
apply when dealing with Mr. Putin’s Russia, 
or that the Ukrainian military is too irre-
sponsible to be entrusted with up-to-date 
lethal defensive weapons is a grave mis-
take. Russia would not hesitate to use 
lethal force, as it has already proven, and 
thus the Ukrainian farm-boy soldiers 
deserve the best weapons possible to pre-
serve the lives of their compatriots and 
their own lives, and to preserve an inde-
pendent, viable Ukrainian state, which they 
swore to protect. It is a noble undertaking 
indeed.

Deny them the means to resist effective-
ly, and a powerful message is sent to 
Moscow that, if need be, it can engage the 
Ukrainian military with minimal cost to 
itself in lives and equipment, while reason-
ably expecting significant territorial gains 
in a short time. Favorable odds might 
embolden Mr. Putin to act. On the other 
hand, the Ukrainian military, vulnerable in 
its defensive posture without up-to-date 
weapons is at a heightened risk of suffering 
grave losses in lives, equipment and territo-
ry; as a consequence, the Ukrainian nation 
also is at risk. More often than not, a well-
armed (give them the tools for the job), 
highly motivated military, composed of 
patriotic citizens is the best deterrent 
against aggression.

It is best to pray for peace, but be ready 
for war.

Andrij Pawlowych
Union, N.J.

Dear Editor:

In the August 21 edition of The 
Ukrainian Weekly, in their letter headlined 
“Like him or not, we need to lobby Trump,” 
Zenon Zawada, Darian Diachok and 
Bohdan Knianicky write: “What should be 
advocated for? Not lethal defensive weap-
ons!” They argue that President Barack 
Obama was right in refusing Ukraine these 
weapons as this, they claim, would be 
counterproductive. According to them, 
“Military assistance has to be soberly nego-
tiated.” 

I do not agree with their mindset in light 
of the circumstances. A sober, comprehen-
sive assessment of the situation attests to 

About other choices
in presidential election

Pray for peace, 
but prepare for war

Dear Editor:

Apparently, in a national election in the 
United States that will affect conditions in 
the United States, Ukrainian Americans 
should vote for what is best for Ukraine.

For many Ukrainians, words are very 
important. Promises are very important. 
Conjectures of possible happenings in an 
unknowable future are important. But 
when faced with true hard facts (for 
instance, the Budapest Memorandum) they 
either ignore, forgive or forget.

John Batz
Burlingame, Calif.

Words and promises
are very important

 LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

still standing more than 20 years after the 
collapse of the Soviet Union. It has been 
claimed that more than 700 Lenin monu-
ments were removed or destroyed between 
February 2014 and December 2015. Since 
1991 until December 2015, nearly 4,200 
Lenin monuments have been removed. This 
is also inline with Ukraine legislation on the 
removal of Communist monuments and the 
renaming of towns and streets.

This year, 159 statues of Lenin have 
been taken down across Ukraine with the 
most recent happening in Peschana, Odesa 
Oblast (September 4), Kachkarivka, 
Kherson Oblast (August 11), Klembivka, 
Vinnytsia Oblast (August 8), Berdiansk, 
Zaporizhia Oblast (July 16), and Andriyivka, 
Khmelnytsky Oblast (July 15).

Source: “Lenin monuments’ sordid secret 
revealed,” by Bohdan Nahaylo (RFE/RL), 
The Ukrainian Weekly, September 23, 1990; 
Leninopad website, Leninstatues.ru/lenino-
pad.

(Continued from page 6)

Turning...
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Spirit Lake Media

LA FERME, Quebec – The award-win-
ning Spirit Lake Internment Interpretative 
Center is marking its sixth successful year 
since officially opening in 2010. During the 
peak tourist season from June to 
September, the center extended its hours 
this year from 9 a.m. to 10.p.m. every day, 
providing guided tours in French, English 
or Ukrainian. Three university students 
were hired full-time on a summer student 
government program to help operate the 
museum. The three students were recently 
interviewed about the internment museum 
and their work at the center on Radio 
Canada; the report aired throughout 
Quebec and parts of Ontario.

 Spirit Lake Center is listed as one of the 
recommended museums to see in two offi-
cial 2016 Quebec tourist booklets. The book-
lets are distributed throughout Canada, the 
United States and parts of Europe, drawing 
visitors from far and wide. Group tours are 
received from many parts of Quebec.

The center is the largest internment 
museum in Canada, open all year, which 
tells the story of the unjust internment at 
Spirit Lake (1915-1917), Canada’s first 
national internment operations (1914-
1920) and the early history of Ukrainian 
immigration to Quebec. 

This year, the center also highlights the 
125th anniversary of Ukrainian settlement 
in Canada and the contributions Ukrainians 
have made to the development of the near-
by towns of Amos, Val d’Or, Rouyn Noranda 
and others in the Abitibi region of Quebec. 

Rich in history, and located not far from 
Spirit Lake, is Canada’s first Ukrainian 
Studite Monastery, established at Lac 
Castagnier, formerly called Sheptytsky 
Colony. The last known person to be bap-
tized at Sheptytsky Colony is Marcel (Vasyl) 
Lesyk, former mayor of Amos and honorary 
chairperson of Spirit Lake fund raising cam-

paign. The guides at Spirit Lake Center pro-
vide information about the many surround-
ing areas settled by Ukrainians. (This history 
is also depicted in Yurij Luhovy’s documen-
tary “Ukrainians in Quebec 1891-1945.”)

Spirit Lake was the second largest of 24 
internment sites with the majority of the 
1,200 internees being Ukrainian. Many 
were taken from the Montreal area.

Uniquely located on the original intern-
ment grounds, the work of the center has 
recently inspired the writing of a third 
French-language book titled “Les Amants 
Maudits de Spirit Lake” (The Tragic Lovers 
of Spirit Lake) dealing with internment, 
thereby making the internment story avail-
able to over 9 million French speakers 
across Canada. The author, Claire Bergeron, 
who was born near Spirit Lake, has been 
invited by the Ukrainian National 
Federation Montreal branch’s “Literary 
Circle” to be present for a book signing at 
the UNF’s kiosk during the Montreal 
Ukrainian Festival in mid-September.

Spirit Lake Center continues to offer a 
range of activities and programs through-
out the year, effectively expanding broad 
public awareness of the internment story. 
This fall, the center will launch its first 
nationwide fund-raising campaign to help 
ensure the center’s ongoing programs, 
including educational-outreach school vis-
its and workshops, continue.

“We are very proud of Spirit Lake 
Center’s sixth successful year,” said James 
Slobodian, chair, “and hope the ongoing, 
hard work of the center to tell the intern-
ment story, with its many dedicated volun-
teers, will be supported during our first 
fund-raising campaign. Every year, thou-
sands more visitors from many places learn 
about internment for the first time as they 
pass through the museum.”

For more information readers may visit 
www. campspriritlake.ca or www.facebook.
com/campspiritlake.

Spirit Lake Internment Center
in its sixth successful year

At Spirit Lake Internment Interpretative Center (from left) are: Marcel Kurello, sec-
retary, Camp Spirit Lake Corporation; Marcel (Vasyl) Lesyk, honorary chair, Camp 
Spirit Lake Foundation fund-raising campaign; and James Slobodian, chair, Camp 

Spirit Lake Corporation.

Martin Guindon

Are you a supporter of our

Publication Endowment Fund?

In May 2014, the Ukrainian National Association established the Publication 

Endowment Fund, thus taking a step toward ensuring the continuing good work and 

service to the community at large of its two most important fraternal benefits: The 

Ukrainian Weekly and Svoboda.

To contribute to the endowment and secure these newspapers’ future, donors 

should make checks payable to the Ukrainian National Foundation, the UNA’s chari-

table arm, with the notation in the memo line: FBO (that’s short for “for the benefit 

of”) Publication Endowment Fund. Checks should be mailed to the UNA Home Office 

at 2200 Route 10, Parsippany, NJ 07054.

Thank you for your anticipated support!
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Bishop Richard Seminack of the Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy in Chicago
PHILADELPHIA – Bishop Richard 

Stephen Seminack of the Ukrainian Catholic 
Eparchy of St. Nicholas in Chicago, fell 
asleep in the Lord, on August 16 after a pro-
longed illness. At the time of his death, he 
was serving as the fourth bishop of the 
Chicago eparchy. 

Bishop Seminack was born on March 3, 
1942, to Raymond and Anna Cwiek 
Seminack in Philadelphia. His paternal 
grandparents emigrated from Ternopil, 
Ukraine, while his maternal grandparents 
came from Peremyshl. The oldest of seven 
children, he attended St. Martin of Tours 
Catholic Elementary School and Father 
Judge Catholic High School in Philadelphia.

Responding to a call to the holy priest-
hood, he received a B.A. in philosophy from 
St. Basil’s College Seminary in Stamford, 
Conn., in 1963. He continued his priestly 
formation as a seminarian at St. Josaphat 
Ukrainian Catholic Seminary and continued 
his theological studies at The Catholic 
University of America, both in Washington. 

After his ordination on May 25, 1967, by 
Metropolitan Archbishop Ambrose Senyshyn 
of the Archeparchy of Philadelphia, Father 
Seminack pursued graduate studies at the 
Pontifical Institute for Oriental Studies in 
Rome and received a baccalaureate degree 
in canon law in 1969.

In the Philadelphia Archeparchy, he served 
the faithful in the following Pennsylvania 
parishes:  Immaculate Conception 
Cathedral, Philadelphia; Holy Ghost Parish, 
Chester; Presentation of Our Lord Parish, 
Lansdale; St. Anne Parish, Warrington; and 
Sacred Heart Parish, Philadelphia.

He also served as chaplain for the Sisters 
of St. Basil the Great in Philadelphia, as cam-
pus minister at Manor College in 

Jenkintown, Pa., and as a chaplain in the U.S. 
Navy. 

When the Philadelphia Archeparchy was 
divided in 1983, Father Seminack was serv-
ing as pastor of Assumption of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary Church in Miami, and he 
became incardinated into the newly erect-
ed Eparchy of St. Josaphat in Parma, Ohio, 
of which the Miami parish is a part.

On June 8, 1984, he was appointed by 
Bishop Robert Moskal as pastor to the Holy 
Trinity Church in Carnegie Pa.

He was elevated to the rank of reverend 
monsignor by Pope St. John Paul II on 
October 5, 1984.

Within the Eparchy of St. Josaphat, Msgr. 
Seminack held many eparchial positions, 
including director of religious education, 
diocesan consultor, member of the execu-
tive board of the priests’ pension program, 
chairman of the diocesan priests’ personnel 
board, chairman of the diocesan presbyter-
al council and staff member of the offices of 
pastoral ministry and of examiners for 
junior clergy. 

Pope St. John Paul II named him as the 
bishop of the Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy of 
St. Nicholas of Chicago on March 25, 2003. 
He was ordained to the episcopacy by 
Cardinal Lubomyr Husar, then major arch-
bishop of Lviv, on June 4, 2003. The princi-
pal co-consecrators were Metropolitan-
Archbishop Stefan Soroka of Philadelphia 
and Bishop Robert Michael Moskal of  
Parma.

Bishop Richard relied upon his earlier 
experiences in church life to help him 
exemplify the motto of his episcopal coat of 
arms. Insofar as the episcopal state is an 
embodiment of Christ – as Teacher, 
Shepherd, King, Priest and even sacrificial 

Lamb, Bishop Richard plunged fully into 
the life of the Eparchy of St Nicholas.

With the image of Christ “Not Made By 
Human Hands” prominently displayed 
above an Early Christian sketch of a fish 
inscribed with the Greek acronym ICHQUS, 
Bishop Richard strove to exemplify the sim-
ple, yet complex role of bishop.

Over the years, Bishop Richard was 
invited to observe milestone anniversaries, 
bless new buildings, baptize new Christians 
and bless weddings. He came to honor 
patronal feast day celebrations, or to be a 
visible sign of support to a struggling pas-
tor or congregation.

During his episcopacy, St Nicholas 
Eparchy observed its 50th anniversary.

The event was solemnized with an open-
ing celebration in the easternmost part of 
the eparchy – and a year-long step by step, 
parish by parish participation in an ongo-
ing process of prayer as each parish had the 
honor and responsibility to host a specially 
commissioned Jubilee Icon of the 
Protection of the Mother of God.

A tall man, Bishop Richard could easily 
“oversee” almost every element of eparchi-
al life. A gentle man, he was not overbear-
ing in fulfilling his role. His simple four-
word motto inscribed in his heraldry did 
not form a sentence. “Taken – Blessed – 
Broken – Given” – these are four terms that 
accurately describe the life and mission of 
Christ. 

Bishop Richard is survived by his sister, 
Joanne McCarthy, and her husband, Kevin; 
his brothers and their wives, Raymond P. 
and Carol Seminack, Robert W. and Janis 
Seminack, Gregory J. and Bernadette 
Seminack, Stephen J. and Ave Seminack, 
and Thomas J. and Valerie Seminack; and 
his many nieces, nephews, grand-nieces 
and grand-nephews. 

Services for Bishop Seminack included: 
August 22 – lying In repose and parastas 
for a hierarch at St. Nicholas Ukrainian 
Catholic Cathedral, Chicago; August 23 – 
divine liturgy and funeral service at St. 
Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral, 
Chicago; August 26 – lying In repose, divine 
liturgy and funeral service at Ukrainian 
Catholic Cathedral of the Immaculate 
Conception, Philadelphia, followed by inter-
ment at St. Mary’s Cemetery, Elkins Park, 
Pa.

Source: The Way.
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Bishop Richard Seminack

who Mr. Lutsenko said “will supervise the 
legality of actions of prosecutors and investi-
gators throughout the prosecution system,” 
according to an August 8 televised meeting 
with the former U.S. federal prosecutor. 

Dr. Vitvitsky, who functions as an advisor 
to the prosecutor general, told The 
Ukrainian Weekly on September 5 that 
“their charge is to prevent fraud, waste, and 
abuse,” a task identical to one their 
American counterparts have at various gov-
ernment departments and agencies. 

“In Ukraine, they’re going to be substan-
tially independent. They won’t be appoint-
ed by the president. One of the six deputy 
heads of the PGO is the head of the appoint-
ment commission,” Dr. Vitvitsky explained. 
“Basically, we function collaboratively. Four 
members are outsiders, that is, they are 
non-PGO.”

Over 140 candidates have submitted 
applications as of September 2. And Dr. 
Vitvitsky expects that number to at least 
double by the September 12 deadline when 
the commission starts to review them. 
Those who clear the technical require-
ments will be offered two voluntary tests, 
one on legal knowledge, and the other on 

general reasoning and analytical abilities, 
before the finalists are chosen. 

Dr. Vitvitsky, who was also the resident 
legal adviser at the U.S. Embassy in Ukraine 
in 2007-2009, doesn’t exaggerate his role at 
the PGO. 

“I wasn’t looking for this. It was presented 
as an opportunity to be helpful in some way 
that might have a little bit of an impact. It was 
valuable and important enough for me to 
drop what I was doing to come here,” he said. 

Acknowledging that Ukraine’s form of 
corruption is more on the “systemic side of 
the scale opposite the episodic,” Dr. 
Vitvitsky said: “I’m forward-focused, I like 
to find ways to be helpful, and there’s no 
shortage of things to do here.”

One way he has been useful came during 
a public spat between the PGO and the 
newly formed National Anti-Corruption 
Bureau (NABU), which focuses solely on 
official corruption. On August 12 the two 
agencies clashed. Two NABU operatives 
were conducting surveillance on prosecu-
tors that day and were detained. Cross-
allegations of torture and beatings ensued. 

Dr. Vitvitsky decided to mediate, which 
later led to a joint news conference “to 
demonstrate to Ukrainian society that a 
mistake had taken place and… the entities 
that were in conflict with one another 
understand that sort of thing should not 

happen again,” he said. 
He added: “Rivalries are always fine, pub-

lic conflicts are not under any circumstanc-
es. That’s been my advice to everybody.” 

The incident may have been prevented 
had Dr. Vitvitsky headed the NABU. His 
application for the post was disqualified in 
March 2015 because he was older than the 
65-year age limit. 

The retired prosecutor is now involved 
in an inquiry whose goal is to find out what 
happened and offer suggestions so that 
“this doesn’t happen again.” In addition to 
the PGO and the NABU, officers from the 
Security Service of Ukraine (SBU) are also 
part of the inquiry. 

Dr. Vitvitsky, who specialized in prose-
cuting and investigating complex financial 
fraud in New Jersey, is also currently draft-
ing a set of proposals to “raise the level of 
rule law” and for the judiciary and procura-
cy to “act more professional and with great-
er integrity.”

“Both have to take place at the same 
time, because reform otherwise won’t 
work. I’ve been working on a draft of pro-
posals to help the PGO move in that direc-
tion… At some point, I expect to offer those 
suggestions to Mr. Lutsenko,” he said. 

At the same time, he dismissed the 
notion that he might be used as “window 
dressing,” of which some other foreign 

technocrats have accused the government  
before quitting. Among them was Aivaras 
Abromavicius, an investment banker from 
Lithuania who was the economy minister 
from December 2014 until his resignation 
in February 2016. 

Dr. Vitvitsky said: “I don’t know what the 
motivation was [for recruiting me]… My 
focus is try to be helpful… Whether that 
was planned all along, or in spite of what 
somebody thought, I can’t tell you that.” 

But he made it clear that he doesn’t “take 
marching orders from anybody here in 
terms of the PGO.”

Growing up in Detroit until he moved to 
New York for graduate studies at the age of 
21 and then remained on the East Coast, Dr. 
Vitvitsky holds a juris doctor as well as a 
doctorate in philosophy from Columbia 
University. He said his presence in Kyiv is 
more about “caring about Ukraine and its 
people.”

“I was touched by what happened dur-
ing the Maidan. I’m sensitive for yearnings 
of fairness, justice insofar as the Orange 
and Maidan revolutions had a lot of partici-
pants who expressed a strong desire for a 
more normal country, one with lower levels 
of corruption, with higher levels of rule of 
law, higher levels of fairness and justice – 
that’s something that resonates with me,” 
he underscored. 

(Continued from page 1)

Ex-U.S. federal...

the system, though some may be purged or 
will leave voluntarily after a new highly 
detailed electronic asset declaration system 
comes into effect this autumn.

The tasks at hand are profound. 
Ukraine’s entire judicial system has been 
distorted by corruption, and the courts 
remain the last unreformed segment of the 
legal system. The flurry of cases launched by 
the reinvigorated security services and pro-
curacy could simply end up in a dustheap of 
judicial setbacks. Still, recent reforms of the 

judicial system, which will be phased in over 
the next few years, suggest that even here 
Ukraine will make progress.

Ukraine’s anti-corruption fight some-
times seems like Schroedinger’s cat, simul-
taneously dead and alive. But which of 
these it is will be answered when the 
impressive spate of arrests and charges is 

finally adjudicated in the courts.

Adrian Karatnycky is a senior fellow at 
the Atlantic Council and co-director of its 
Ukraine in Europe initiative. The commen-
tary above is reprinted with the author’s per-
mission from the Atlantic Council’s New 
Atlanticist blog.

(Continued from page 3)

Anti-corruption...
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The Ukrainian Museum marks Ukraine’s independence anniversary with two exhibits
The Ukrainian Museum

NEW YORK – The Ukrainian Museum is marking two significant 
chapters in Ukraine’s modern history – 25 years since its declara-
tion of independence in 1991 and the approaching centennial of the 
liberation struggle and short-lived independence in the early 20th 
century – with two parallel exhibitions.

“In Metal, On Paper: Coins, Banknotes, and Postage Stamps of 
Independent Ukraine, 1991-2016” is curated by Yuri Savchuk, Ph.D., 
senior research associate at the Institute of History of Ukraine, 
National Academy of Sciences of Ukraine (NANU). The Ukrainian 
Museum organized this exhibition in partnership with the National 
Bank of Ukraine, the Ukrainian State Enterprise of Posts 
(“Ukrposhta”) and the Institute of History of Ukraine, NANU.

“Money, Sovereignty and Power: The Paper Currency of 
Revolutionary Ukraine, 1917-1920” is curated by Bohdan Kordan, 
professor and director of the Prairie Center for the Study of 
Ukrainian Heritage (PCUH) at St. Thomas More College, University 
of Saskatchewan. This traveling exhibition was organized by PCUH 
in cooperation with the Ukrainian Museum of Canada.

The exhibitions will be open to the public from September 11 
through November 27.

The exposition “In Metal, on Paper” showcases 212 coins out of 
the 700 that were put into circulation by the National Bank of 
Ukraine from July 10, 1996, to August 24, 2016; 24 banknotes out of 
the 50 that have been in circulation from September 1996 until 
today; and 50 items of philately representative of the 1,500 postal 
stamps that were released by “Ukrposhta,” the Ukrainian State 
Enterprise of Posts (the national postal service) from March 1992 to 
September 2016.

The selection of showcased items illuminates the thousand-year 
history of Ukraine, from its early Kyivan-Rus’ period to the present 
day, its spiritual and cultural heritage, prominent activities and 
achievements of Ukrainians throughout the world. In addition, it 
also serves to highlight the rapid evolution of national identity with-
in Ukraine, the crystallization of historical memory of the Ukrainian 
people, as well as illumination of the most important stages of 
Ukraine’s state-building process. 

The exhibition showcases coins, banknotes and postal stamps as 
original works of art, the creation of which requires not only a spe-
cial knowledge but also substantial creative effort. Fifty artists are 
represented in the exhibition, 37 of whom worked on coins – 24 
painters and 13 sculptors. The team working on postal designs is 
similarly varied and consists of 15 artists.

The chief designer and co-author of this project is Volodymyr Taran, 
a well-known artist in the numismatic world and in museum circles.

The opening of this exhibition іn September 2016 is not inciden-
tal. Twenty years ago, during the period September 2-16, 1996, the 
National Bank of Ukraine successfully implemented a monetary 
reform and introduced the historical hryvnia as the national curren-

“25 Years of the Independence of Ukraine” (20 hrv, silver [Ag 925], 62.2 g, 50 mm diameter, August 17, 
2016, 3,500 minted). This coin is dedicated to the 25th anniversary of Ukraine’s independence – an event 
of historically exceptional magnitude for the people of Ukraine. On August 24, 1991, the Verkhovna Rada 
adopted the Act of Declaration of Independence оf Ukraine, thus creating a sovereign Ukrainian state. 
Ukraine commemorates this anniversary at a time when it is fighting foreign aggression, defending its ter-

ritorial integrity and its right to develop as a free and democratic nation.

“Millennium of Mintage in Kyiv” (20 hrv, silver [Ag 925], 62.2 g, 50 mm diameter, November 5, 2008, 
5,000 minted). This coin celebrates the millennium of the first minted coins in Kyivan Rus’. Struck during 
the rule of the Kyiv Prince Volodymyr the Great, the zlatnyk and sriblianyk were produced in Kyiv in the 

late 10th century.

“Traditional Headdresses of Ukrainian Women” (small 
sheet, 8.40 hrv, 169.235 mm, March 30, 2006; 154,185 
copies). The traditional Ukrainian headdress is an inte-
gral part of the folk costume. Besides performing pro-
tective, symbolic and talismanic functions, it also serves 
as an aesthetic component of the woman’s costume. 
Headdresses have generally been the least changeable 
parts of the Ukrainian costume, maintaining the same 
basic forms until the beginning of the 20th century. 
Headdresses are distinctly Ukrainian, but each has its 

own regional variation.

(Continued on page 11)

“The Ostrozky Family, 14th-17th Centuries” (block, 16.35 hrv, 130.90 mm, November 13, 2015; 40,000 copies). The 
Ostrozky family is an old-Ukrainian princely family of the 14th-17th centuries. The best known representatives of 
the family are father and son Kostiantyn and Vasyl Kostiantyn, who defended national distinctiveness and contrib-
uted substantial funds to the construction of churches and the promotion of Orthodoxy. Under the command of 
Hetman Kostiantyn Ostrozky, the allied forces of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania and the Kingdom of Poland 
defeated the Muscovite army in the Battle of Orsha in 1514. Known as the “defender of Orthodoxy,” his son Vasyl 

Kostiantyn founded the Ostroh Academy and Printing House.
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cy. This name itself signified a new historical orientation 
and direction for the country. 

The national currency is counted among other recog-
nized symbols of statehood such as the country’s national 
emblem, flag and anthem. It is the embodiment of national 

and economic state sovereignty, and solidifies the irrevers-
ibility of historical events.

Issued at various times during 1917-1920 by several 
Ukrainian governments, the 25 banknotes featured in the 
exhibition “Money, Sovereignty and Power” include hryvni, 
karbovantsi, kupony and rubles, most showing the obverse 
and reverse sides. Several postage stamps from the period 
are also highlighted in the show.

In the wake of the Great War, from the detritus of impe-
rial collapse, a new political order of nation-states 

emerged. Among the newly established entities appeared 
an independent, sovereign Ukraine. From the outset, 
Ukraine was the object of invasion and its survival was in 
doubt. Nevertheless, in the search for legitimacy, extraordi-
nary efforts were made to affirm the state’s sovereign, 
national character. This was to be accomplished by con-
sciously connecting with Ukraine’s historical past both to 
invoke precedence and to encourage a narrative of political 
continuity. The symbols introduced in the currency of 
Ukraine during this revolutionary period were examples of 
this process.

The Ukrainian Revolution of 1917-1920 was distin-
guished by the rise and fall of successive governments – 
each ideologically different, each short-lived. The social-
democratic Central Council or Tsentralna Rada was over-
thrown in a coup by the arch-conservative Hetman Pavlo 
Skoropadsky, whose regime in turn fell to the quasi-dicta-
torial Directory. These various governments produced 
their own currency, co-opting the talents of gifted artists 
who would invoke specific images and design elements 
that spoke to the political character of each – populist, con-
servative or republican. But these images also necessarily 
cut across ideological lines, signifying a larger commitment 
to independence as a natural and logical expression of the 
sovereign will of the people. For this reason, the successor 
governments were prepared to issue or re-issue currency 
of their predecessors despite the ideological differences.

The goal of the Ukrainian Revolution, which aimed at 
national independence, was an ephemeral achievement. 
But the legitimizing efforts increased the conditions by 
which society in Ukraine would become progressively 
aware and accepting of an identity consonant with the idea 
of the nation. It also infused the public’s imagination and 
consciousness with a sense of its own destiny. Once 
engaged, a national alternative became a distinct and real 
possibility – one, however, that would have to wait for a dif-
ferent time and moment to be realized.

Tours, school groups, family programs

Together, these two exhibitions provide a unique oppor-
tunity for visitors to take a walk through Ukraine’s 
1,000-year-old history, from ancient to contemporary 
times. Docent tours offer greater depth and understanding 
of the objects on display. Groups of 10 or more should call 
at least two weeks ahead of time to reserve a tour. Teachers 
are encouraged to take advantage of tours and workshops 
for school groups as part of their history and culture cur-
riculum. Families with young children will enjoy activities 
specially designed to introduce them to Ukraine’s history. 

Fees apply – please see the “Education” section on the 
museum’s website for details. To make reservations or 
request more information, call 212-228-0110 or email 
edu@ukrainianmuseum.org.

The Ukrainian Museum is located at 222 E. Sixth St. 
(between Second Avenue and The Bowery); telephone, 
212-228-0110; e-mail, info@ukrainianmuseum.org; web-
site, www.ukrainianmuseum.org. Admission is $8 for 
adults, $6 for seniors and students, free for children age 12 
and younger.

“Memorial for the Victims of the Crimean Tatar Genocide” (10 hrv, silver [Ag 925], 31.1 g, 38.6 mm diameter, May 
12, 2016, 2,000 minted). This coin commemorates the genocide of the Crimean Tatars. On May 18, 1944, the Soviet 
regime forcibly removed Crimean Tatars from their historical motherland, Crimea. About half the deportees died 
as a result of the deportation and food shortages, according to the estimates of Crimean Tatar activists. On 
November 12, 2015, the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine declared May 18 the day for commemoration of this genocide.

“Volodymyr the Great, Grand Prince of Kyiv” (20 hrv, Silver [Ag 925], 62.2 g, 50 mm diameter, July 24, 2015, 2,000 
minted). This coin commemorates the millennium of the death of Volodymyr the Great, grand prince of Kyiv, out-

standing statesman, military leader and baptizer of Ukraine-Rus’.

2 hrv banknote (2004, 118.63 mm, September 28, 2004, Banknote Printing and 
Minting Works of the National Bank of Ukraine). On the front side of the banknote is 
a portrait of Grand Prince Yaroslav the Wise of Kyiv. On the reverse side is a depic-

tion of St. Sophia Cathedral in Kyiv.

200 hrv banknote (148.75 mm, May 28, 2007, Banknote Printing and Minting Works 
of the National Bank of Ukraine). The front of the banknote shows a portrait of Lesia 
Ukrainka, outstanding Ukrainian poet of the 19th and early 20th centuries. Seen on 

the back is shown the entrance tower of Lutsk Castle.

(Continued from page 10)

The Ukrainian Museum...
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this week. Mr. Obama described the meet-
ing as “businesslike” and said it touched 
upon ongoing negotiations between their 
top diplomats over Syria. Mr. Putin said he 
and the U.S. president took another step 
forward on moving to resolve the crisis in 
Syria. (RFE/RL, based on reporting by 
Reuters, Interfax and TASS)

EU ambassadors prolong sanctions 

BRUSSELS – European Union ambassa-
dors have prolonged asset freezes and visa 
bans on 146 individuals and 37 entities 
that, according to the bloc, have threatened 
Ukraine’s territorial integrity. The decision 
to prolong the measures by six months was 
taken on September 7, ahead of a 
September 15 deadline. The sanctions 
were first introduced in March 2014 in 
response to Russia’s illegal annexation of 
Crimea. Their targets include companies in 
Crimea and various battalions formed by 
the Russia-backed separatists in eastern 

Ukraine, as well as Russian politicians like 
Deputy Prime Minister Dmitry Rogozin and 
Dmitry Kiselyov, a state media executive 
and presenter whom many regard as the 
Kremlin’s chief propagandist. The EU’s eco-
nomic sanctions that target Russia’s energy, 
military and financial sectors are up for 
renewal on January 31 but will be dis-
cussed by EU leaders when they meet for 
an EU summit in October in Brussels. A 
decision on the measures is expected when 
the EU heads of state and governments 
meet again in December. (RFE/RL)

Lithuania sends ammunition to Ukraine

VILNIUS – Lithuania has supplied 
Ukrainian troops fighting Russia-backed 
separatists in the eastern part of the coun-
try with 150 tons of ammunition. Defense 
Minister Juozas Olekas said on September 3 
that it was Lithuania’s duty to help a 
“devoted friend who was attacked by 
Russia.” This will mark the second time 
Vilnius has sent military aid to Ukraine 
since it began fighting the separatists after 
Moscow illegally annexed Crimea from 
Ukraine in 2014. “We responded to the 

Ukrainian request and hope it will make 
their life easier,” Mr. Olekas told AFP on 
September 3. Russia’s interference in 
Ukraine has increased concerns in 
Lithuania, which was under Moscow’s 
thumb until the disintegration of the Soviet 
Union a quarter-century ago. “Lithuania 
has consistently helped Ukraine in its fight 
for territorial integrity and the defense of 
its values, and we would like to keep help-
ing as much as we can,” Mr. Olekas told 
Reuters. About 150 tons of ammunition 
was handed over to Ukraine, mostly 
5.45-caliber cartridges for Kalashnikov 
AK-47 rifles that the Lithuanian army no 
longer uses, a spokesman for the country’s 
Joint Chiefs of Staff told Reuters. Lithuanian 
Foreign Affairs Minister Linas Linkevicius 
recently called for European Union sanc-
tions on Russia over its backing of separat-
ists in Ukraine to remain in place until the 
situation on the ground improves, dismiss-
ing calls from the EU’s rotating president, 
Slovakia, for them to be lifted. Last year, 
Lithuania rejected Moscow’s protests that 
its previous supply of lethal weaponry to 
Ukraine violated international arms-trade 
commitments. Lithuania has invited 
wounded Ukrainian soldiers for treatment 
in its hospitals and sent military instructors 
to the country. (RFE/RL, with reporting by 
Reuters and AFP)

Fighting subsides for new school year 

POTSDAM, Germany – Violence has 
abated in Ukraine’s east as the warring 
sides made a fresh attempt at a ceasefire in 
a separatist conflict that has killed more 
than 9,500 people since April 2014. 
Speaking at a meeting of ministers from the 
Organization for Security and Cooperation 
in Europe (OSCE) in Potsdam, German 
Foreign Affairs Minister Frank-Walter 
Steinmeier said on September 1 that the 
latest truce deal had sharply reduced mili-
tary activities. Mr. Steinmeier, who holds 
the rotating OSCE chair, said the reduction 
was a hopeful sign after months of increas-
ing fighting along the lines of contact 
between government forces and Russia-
backed separatists. The trilateral contact 
group on Ukraine, which comprises repre-
sentatives from Ukraine, Russia and the 
OSCE, struck a deal the previous week for a 
ceasefire to coincide with the new school 
year. A similar 2015 ceasefire held for less 
than a week. In a joint statement, France’s 
President Francois Hollande and German 
Chancellor Angela Merkel stressed that the 
latest truce “must be the start of a lasting 
ceasefire.” They noted that “Germany and 
France are extremely concerned about the 
security situation in eastern Ukraine, espe-
cially along the line of contact” between 

separatists and government forces. (RFE/
RL, based on reporting by Bloomberg, AFP 
and Interfax)

Mogherini: Truce holding in Ukraine’s east

BRATISLAVA, Slovakia – European Union 
foreign policy chief Federica Mogherini 
says a ceasefire is holding in eastern 
Ukraine, where fighting between govern-
ment forces and Russia-backed separatists 
has killed more than 9,500 people since 
April 2014. “We hope that this can consti-
tute a good basis not only for the restart of 
the school year but also for a continuation 
of the situation in this respect,” Ms. 
Mogherini said on September 2 after meet-
ing the EU’s 28 foreign ministers in 
Bratislava, Slovakia. Ms. Mogherini also 
said the ministers agreed that the bloc 
would look into supporting a planned 
police mission by the OSCE to help the 
stalled peace process in Ukraine’s east. She 
added that the lifting of the sanctions 
against Russia “is going to be linked to the 
full implementation of the Minsk agree-
ments” aimed at resolving the conflict. 
(RFE/RL)

Umerov released from psychiatric clinic 

SYMFEROPOL, Ukraine – A noted 
Crimean Tatar activist has been released 
from a psychiatric hospital in Russia-
occupied Crimea. Ilmi Umerov, the former 
deputy chairman of the Crimean Tatars’ self-
governing body, the Mejlis, was charged with 
separatism in May after he made public 
statements opposing Moscow’s forcible 
annexation of the peninsula from Ukraine in 
March 2014. In August, Mr. Umerov was 
forcibly admitted to a psychiatric clinic for a 
month of assessment tests. Mr. Umerov’s rel-
atives and lawyers said he was released from 
the clinic on September 7. The lawyers 
added that they will seek the transfer of their 
client, who suffers from heart problems, dia-
betes and Parkinson’s disease, to a cardiolo-
gy clinic. Human rights groups have urged 
the Russia-backed authorities in Crimea to 
drop the charges against Mr. Umerov and 
provide him with necessary medical treat-
ment. The Moscow-based Memorial Human 
Rights Center has called the case against Mr. 
Umerov “illegal and politically motivated.” A 
few days prior to his release, Mr. Umerov, 59, 
spoke to a Reuters reporter who gained 
access to the hospital in Symferopol, where 
he was being held. “With this bouquet [of 
ailments], to be in such conditions is of 
course dangerous,” he was quoted as saying. 
He added that on his fourth day at the clinic 
he collapsed and lost consciousness. He also 
said that he had been barred from speaking 

(Continued on page 13)
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FOR SALE

HELP WANTED

Trucking company looking for 
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Memoirs, in English, about UPA 
“On Attack and in Retreat” 

by Maksym Skorupsky. 
Price: $30.00

To order call 1-732-563-2263

forces. The medical training conducted 
here ranges from self-care to combat life-
saver up through combat medic training.

“As a soldier, we believe the value of 
medical skill, of medical evacuation and 
medical training are so important to the 
success of our soldiers,” Lt. Gen. Hodges 
said. “I’m also very proud that we have 
Soldiers that we are here with – our allies 
from Canada, Lithuania, Poland and the 
United Kingdom – to be a part of this effort 
to help improve the medical training and 
capability of the Ukrainian armed forces.”

The FLAs are constructed from a rigid 
reinforcing frame covered and connected to 
an aluminum outer skin. Each has the 
capacity for four litter and six ambulatory 
patients in a fully insulated compartment 
with a heating and air conditioning system. 
The compartment also holds a hospital-
grade oxygen system and suction ports for 
up to six patients.

But Lt. Gen. Hodges and Minister Suprun 
both agreed that although the FLAs were 
important there was more to them than 
just the equipment that went inside.

“The minister [of health] gave me some 
good counsel this morning,” Lt. Gen. 
Hodges said. “That the ambulance is just a 
vehicle and that what is most important is 
the qualified, well-trained medic or doctor 
inside that vehicle. So we remain commit-
ted to helping in every way that Ukraine 
wants with medical training, medical sup-
plies and continuing to improve the capa-
bilities to care for Ukrainian soldiers who 
are injured or might be wounded.”

The Joint Multinational Training Group-
Ukraine is part of the train-and-equip pro-
gram. Its primary focus is on direct training 
in the near term while helping the 
Ukrainian armed forces to build a sustain-
able and enduring combat training center 
at the International Peacekeeping and 
Security Center. The train-and-equip pro-
gram is part of several existing security 
assistance programs providing support to 
the government of Ukraine.

(Continued from page 3)
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to journalists. Ukrainian Foreign Affairs 
Minister Pavlo Klimkin compared Mr. 
Umerov’s detention to the Soviet-era prac-
tice of holding dissidents in psychiatric hos-
pitals. (Crimean Desk of RFE/RL’s Ukrainian 
Service, with reporting by Interfax, TASS, 
Reuters and AFP)

Obama and Putin meet in China 

HANGZHOU, China – U.S. President 
Barack Obama said he had a “businesslike” 
meeting with Russian President Vladimir 
Putin on the sidelines of the G-20 summit 
in China and spoke with him about Syria, 
Ukraine and cybersecurity. Mr. Obama told 
reporters in Hangzhou on September 5 that 
the two leaders discussed ongoing negotia-
tions between their top diplomats over 
Syria. He said they agreed to instruct their 
diplomats to keep trying over the coming 
days to reach an accord that could lead to a 
durable cessation of hostilities. He said any 
ceasefire accord must also allow delivery of 
humanitarian aid to suffering civilians. 
Obama warned that the current situation in 
Syria, in which he said Moscow’s ally 
Damascus is bombing opposition forces 
“with impunity,” is strengthening the ability 
of extremist groups to recruit new mem-
bers. The U.S. president said he also spoke 
with Mr. Putin about Ukraine and the 
urgency of implementing the Minsk agree-
ment. He said he made clear to the Russian 
leader that until the Minsk accord is imple-
mented, Washington “will not pull down 
sanctions.” Mr. Obama said the meeting was 
“constructive but not conclusive.” He said, 
“We will see whether Putin, despite talking 
about wanting a negotiated solution, is 
comfortable with a constant low-grade 
conflict on the Russian-Ukraine border.” 
Finally, the U.S. president said he also spoke 
with Mr. Putin about cybersecurity and U.S. 
concern over cyber intrusions from Russia 
and other countries. He said he hopes all 
states with cyber capabilities will act 
responsibly rather than use their technolo-
gies to weaken other states. He said 
Washington does not want to see “an arms 
race” in cyberspace. (RFE/RL, based on 
reporting by BBC, Reuters and AFP)

Injuries in fire at Ukrainian TV station 

KYIV – Five people were reportedly hurt 
when a fire broke out at a Ukrainian televi-
sion station in Kyiv. TV Inter’s headquarters 
caught fire on September 4 after a group of 
around 20 protesters gathered outside the 
building and set tires afire and threw them 

in the building. Reports say that several 
employees were treated for carbon-monox-
ide poisoning while another suffered a bro-
ken leg, according to an Inter statement. 
Kyiv police official Andrei Krishenko said 
witnesses indicated a smoke bomb was 
thrown into the building. Authorities said 
they had arrested six people in connection 
with the fire. The station continued broad-
casting from mobile facilities outside the 
building. The station is widely regarded by 
many Ukrainians as being pro-Russia. The 
affiliation of the protesters was not clear. 
(RFE/RL, based on reporting by AP, 
Interfax and TASS)

EU, U.S. call attack on station ‘unacceptable’

PRAGUE – European and U.S. officials 
have denounced an arson attack on a pro-
Russian Ukrainian television station, calling 
such violence “unacceptable.” European 
Commission spokeswoman Maja Kocijancic 
on September 6 urged Ukraine to conduct a 
full, independent investigation into the 
attack on the TV station, which was set 
ablaze in Kyiv over allegations that it is pro-
Russian. Ms. Kocijancic said Brussels “plays 
close attention to all incidents of violence 
against journalists and media outlets.” 
Washington earlier condemned as “unac-
ceptable” the attack on Inter TV by about 
20 Ukraine nationalists wielding firebombs 
and dressed in camouflage fatigues. “We 
support thorough investigation into arson 
at Inter, are following closely,” the U.S. 
Embassy in Kyiv tweeted on September 5. 
Ukrainian authorities said they detained 
nine people in connection with the fire, 
which apparently was set off by a smoke 
bomb thrown into the building, but that all 
were released after questioning. The 
Organization for Security and Cooperation 
in Europe’s media-freedom representative 
also strongly condemned the attack. 
“Violence is never an acceptable response 
to disagreements with editorial policy, even 
if the reporting is seen as provocative and 
controversial,” Dunja Mijatovic said. Ms. 
Mijatovic said she was “encouraged” by the 
swift law enforcement response and the 
condemnation of the attack by Ukrainian 
President Petro Poroshenko and Ukraine’s 
journalism union. But she noted that other 
Kyiv officials and groups have accused the 
broadcaster of disloyalty to Ukraine and 
are seeking to suppress its reporters. (RFE/
RL, with reporting by AFP)

Station releases security camera footage

KYIV – A popular Ukrainian TV channel 
has released what it says is security-camera 
footage of an arson attack on its Kyiv stu-
dios, an incident that increased concerns 

over violence against journalists and 
threats to media freedom in the politically 
volatile country. The footage, published by 
the Inter channel late on September 6, 
appears to show a group of people entering 
the studios and setting them on fire while a 
violence-marred protest over what critics 
say is its pro-Russian stance took place out-
side the building on September 4. It shows 
at least eight masked people in dark cloth-
ing and white helmets forcing their way in 
before moving from room to room, spraying 
fire retardant from an extinguisher in an 
apparent attempt to conceal their actions 
from the security cameras and cause confu-
sion among employees, some of whom can 
be seen dashing to an exit. Outside, camou-
flage-clad protesters carrying a yellow-and-
blue Ukrainian flag are seen gathering on 
the steps in front of the building’s entrance, 
suggesting they were in cahoots with the 
alleged attackers. In the final seconds of the 
spliced footage taken by several cameras, 
the alleged perpetrators are seen fleeing 
the office as a fire ignites near the front 
desk. The release of the security-camera 
footage appears unlikely to resolve contro-
versy in Ukraine over the incident. Internal 
Affairs Minister Arsen Avakov, who has 
called Inter’s programming “anti-Ukraini-
an,” expressed doubt about the authenticity 
of the security footage, claiming it had been 
“corrupted.” In an interview with Channel 
24, he said the servers hosting the video 
files had been “flooded with water” while 
the fire was being put out, according to the 
news agency Ukrinform. He also said that 
Inter had not turned over the CCTV footage 
in its entirety to authorities who have 
requested it, and suggested that the chan-
nel started the fire itself. A metal fence cov-
ered with signs reading “Burn, Inter, burn!” 
and “Inter is a Kremlin agent!” that was 
erected after the fire remained in front of 
the TV offices on September 7. (Christopher 
Miller of RFE/RL)

Russian military drills on Ukraine border

MOSCOW – Moscow has launched large-
scale military drills on Ukraine’s eastern 
border and around Ukraine’s Russia-
annexed Crimean Peninsula. The Russian 
Defense Ministry said on September 5 that 
12,500 servicemen are taking part in the 
drills across its southern military region. It 
said the Russian naval forces in the Black 
and Caspian seas are participating in the 
exercises and that planes also are being 
used. The six-day exercises will test the 
army’s ability to “plan, prepare, and carry 
out military actions,” the ministry said in a 
statement. Russia last month conducted a 
large-scale snap drill, putting its troops on 
full combat readiness in military districts 
bordering Ukraine and the Baltic states. 
Tensions between Russia and Ukraine 
spiked over the summer after Moscow 
accused Kyiv of attempting armed incur-
sions into Russia-annexed Crimea. (RFE/RL, 
based on reporting by AFP and Reuters)  

Visa liberalization is expected 

BRATISLAVA, Slovakia – EU enlargement 
commissioner Johannes Hahn said on 
September 3 that there will be a decision in 
both the European Parliament and among 
European Union member states to grant visa 
liberalization to Ukraine and Georgia later 
this year. Speaking to RFE/RL at a meeting 
among EU foreign ministers in Bratislava on 
September 2 and September 3, Mr. Hahn 
noted that “among member states there was 
a clear indication and by many of the mem-
ber states a clear expectation that both coun-
tries should get it.” Both the European 
Parliament and the European Council must 
give a green light to visa liberalization and EU 
sources told RFE/RL they believe this will 
happen with both countries in October or 
November and that citizens will be able to 
travel to the EU’s Schengen zone without 
visas later this winter. (RFE/RL)

(Continued from page 12)
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August 30 that Russian objections to Astrid 
Thors has prompted her not to seek anoth-
er term as the high commissioner for 
national minorities at the Organization for 
Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE).

Although she had unanimous support 
when she was elected, Ms. Thors ran afoul 
of the Russians when she issued a state-
ment in 2014 that she disputed Russian 
contentions that ethnic Russians had been 
victimized in Crimea earlier (yle.fi/uutiset/
daily_russia_blocks_re-appointment_of_
finn_as_osce_minorities_high_commission-
er/9131135).

Ms. Thors had been widely expected to 
run again and has the support of many del-
egations. Russia’s intervention in this case 
is clearly intended to send a signal to oth-
ers via a form of disinformation that is 
harder but perhaps even more important 
to combat.

And the third, as Igor Yakovenko points 
out in Yezhednevny Zhurnal, involves 

Moscow’s “opening of a new front in the 
information war – one involving an ency-
clopedia” that is intended to replace 
Wikipedia with a Russian-specific electron-
ic collection of articles on a wide variety of 
subjects reflecting Moscow’s viewpoint (ej.
ru/?a=note&id=30115).

What makes this new effort especially 
worrisome, he suggests, is that the quality 
of those compiling it is far lower than was 
the case with the Bolshaya Sovietskaya 
Entsiklopedia (Great Soviet Encyclopedia), 
an indication of how political it will be, and 
that the existence of such an online publica-
tion may become the occasion for the 
Russian government to block access to 
Wikipedia in Russia.

The new online encyclopedia will have 
one advantage over the “Bolshaya” is that it 
will be far easier for those who responsible 
for it to cope with the rise of new “unper-
sons.” They won’t have to send out articles 
about the Bering Straits to replace those 
about Lavrentiy Beria. They’ll only have to 
paste electronic versions of new “correct” 
entries, deleting the “incorrect” ones as 
they do.

(Continued from page 2)
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Ukraine expects strong Paralympics showing
by Ihor N. Stelmach

Ukraine sent a team composed of 155 
athletes, its largest ever squad, to the 2016 
Rio Paralympics. The Ukrainian team is 
participating in 14 out of 22 sports. The 
sports include rowing, sitting volleyball, 
judo, table tennis, power lifting, swimming, 
archery, wheelchair fencing, football seven-
a-side, road cycling, track cycling, paraca-
noe and goalball. Ukraine is debuting in 
paracanoe and goalball.

Sports  Minister  Igor  Zhdanov 
announced Ukrainian Paralympic champi-
ons will be rewarded with a bonus of 
$40,000, silver medalists will get a cash 
prize of $26,000 and bronze winners will 
receive $18,000. Ukraine reportedly spent 
some $2.7 million to prepare its team for 
the Paralympic Games, being held from 
September 7–18 in Rio de Janeiro.

The Ukrainian team was the pride of the 
nation during the 2012 Summer 

Paralympics in London, winning 32 gold, 
24 silver and 28 bronze medals. Ukraine 
ranked fourth over all, behind China, Russia 
and Great Britain.

Ukraine first  took part in the 
Paralympics in Atlanta (1996), winning 
seven medals and earning 44th place. 
Sydney (2000) saw Ukraine win 37 medals 
and placed 35th over all. In Athens (2004) 
Ukraine tallied 55 medals and was sixth 
over all, while in Beijing (2008) Ukraine 
improved to fourth with 74 medals.

A total of some 4,500 Paralympics ath-
letes are expected to compete for 528 sets 
of medals in 22 sports. New sports in 2016 
are paracanoe and paratriathlon.

Symashko ready for third Paralympics

Ukrainian football seven-a-side goal-
keeper Kostyantyn Symashko has totally 
prepared himself for his third Paralympic 
Games at Rio 2016. His squad arrives in 
Brazil as the world’s No. 1 team, having 

recently shown its dominance at tourna-
ments in Salon, Spain, and Arnhem, the 
Netherlands.

The 35-year-old approached Rio ner-
vously, especially after watching the UEFA 
Euro Championship. He habitually replays 
in his head moments he may have in games, 
drawing a parallel between able-bodied 
soccer and Paralympic soccer. This is his 
way of preparing himself psychologically.

The Paralympic Games are a chance for 
the world’s best cerebral palsy footballers to 
reach the top of their game in front of a glob-
al audience. That fact is not lost on Symashko 
as he ponders his future. The goalkeeper 
hopes to have a happy retirement from foot-
ball, and since the sport’s inclusion in the 
2020 games is not certain, this could be the 
time to finish on a high note.

The support for Symashko achieving his 
goal comes from his team and his family, 
his wife and son. He dreams of winning the 
sport’s championship for the team, his son 
and himself. He realizes it is all up to the 
team.

The team did all it could to reach Brazil 
in peak condition. The tournament in Salon 
was more about the players testing them-
selves and assessing the form of their oppo-
nents, rather than winning. Symashko real-
izes the competition level is about to get 
fierce with several rivals.

Ukraine is bracketed with Ireland, Great 
Britain and Brazil in Group A. Ukraine 
played both in Salon, and Symashko recog-
nizes where their strengths and weakness-
es lie, as well as those of his own team. 
Great Britain is a big rival tough competitor, 
physically strong and technically advanced. 
Brazil is more technically skilled and, if it 
adds some more fitness, it may become the 
favorite. Ukraine’s plus is physical advance-
ment with a bit of technique and peak 

physical conditioning; it hopes to out-last 
the field in terms of stamina.

Tournament winners

Ukraine, the world’s No. 1 team, claimed 
the title in Arnhem, the Netherlands, on 
June 19-26, showing great form by winning 
the football seven-a-side International 
Tournament with a perfect 4-0 record. The 
Netherlands, the U.S.A. and Ukraine played 
against each other twice in a round-robin 
format.

The London 2012 silver medalists start-
ed out with a 4-1 opening victory against 
No. 4-ranked the Netherlands. They fol-
lowed with three more wins: 8-2 against 
the hosts, and 9-0 and 5-0 versus the 
United States.

First medals

As of press time, Ukraine was in 12th 
place in the medals standings after  team 
members won two bronze medals: Ruslan 
Katyshev (men’s T11 long jump) and 
Roman Danyliuk (men’s F12 shot put).  

Katyshev, 33, finished with a distance of 
6.20 meters in the long jump and Danyliuk, 
23, finished with a distance of 15.94 
meters. Danyliuk holds the world record at 
16.64 meters that he scored in Doha, Qatar, 
in 2015. 

In judo, Yuliya Halinska (48 kg) won in 
the quarterfinal against Karla Ferreira 
Cardoso of Brazil, and Davyd Khorava (66 
kg) lost to Utkirjon Nigmatov of Uzbekistan 
in the semifinal match on September 8. And 
in the final B, Liudmyla Lohatska (52 kg) lost 
against Priscilla Gagne of Canada after losing 
in the quarterfinal against Sandrine Martinet 
of France.  Two Ukrainians are in the bronze 
medal hunt, with Halinska against Shizuka 
Hangai of Japan and Khorava against 
Jongseok Park of South Korea.

50th Soyuzi vka Tennis Campers Reunion

Octobe r 1-2,  2016

Soyuzi vka Her itage Center

The Soyuzivka Tennis Camp cordially invites all former campers, 
counselors and friends to attend this fun weekend to reminisce 
about old times and play some tennis.

Meet and Greet: Friday Night cash bar at the Trembita Lounge 

Social Tennis: Saturday Morning - Afternoon 

Cocktails (open bar) at 5 P.M. and Dinner at 6 P.M.: Saturday Evening 
Cost: $50 per person 

To register, RSVP, send photos, or for more information/questions, 
 please contact Leda Sawchak Kopach at 
 SoyuzivkaTennis50@gmail.com.  

Room Reservations: Please call Soyuzivka at  845.626.5641 
              and mention Tennis Camp.

 SPORTS

Mr. Poroshenko underlined what he said 
was Ukraine’s desire to join NATO. “Our 
strategic goal is NATO membership,” he 
said. “This road map is as immutable as the 
North Star in the starry sky.”

Russia vocally opposes Ukrainian mem-
bership in NATO.

After warning about the possibility of 
imposing martial law last month amid an 
escalation of violence in eastern Ukraine, 
Mr. Poroshenko said he does not want mar-
tial law or a new mobilization for combat 
in the east. But he said the key to those 
issues “rests in Moscow,” suggesting he 
would not rule out such measures if pro-
voked by Russia.

A peace process based on 2014 and 
2015 deals known as the Minsk accords 
has failed to end the fighting, and little 
progress has been made on the political 
aspects of the agreements.

Mr. Poroshenko said that Ukraine can-
not afford to make concessions to Moscow, 
which says the first step should be for Kyiv 
to pass legislation giving the separatist-
held territories more autonomy and grant-
ing the separatist fighters amnesty.

“Security issues remain first,” Mr. 
Poroshenko said. “We must see a complete 
and sustainable ceasefire, the pull-out of 
Russian troops and military hardware, dis-
arming of militants, control over the whole 
Ukraine-Russian border [returned to Kyiv].”

“Russia wants to turn the territory it 
occupies in the Donetsk and Luhansk 
regions, as someone has said, into a 

Donbas protectorate, and then infiltrate it 
back into Ukraine on its terms to destroy 
us from within,” he said. “I’ll put it bluntly, 
we will not allow them to do this and it will 
not happen.”

Mr. Poroshenko also voiced hope for a 
much-anticipated EU resolution on visa lib-
eralization for Ukraine, saying its approval 
would be “proof that Europe is a key part-
ner that recognizes our progress in imple-
menting reforms.”

EU Enlargement Commissioner Johannes 
Hahn expressed confidence on September 3 
that there will be a decision in both the 
European Parliament and among EU mem-
ber states to grant visa liberalization – which 
would enable Ukrainians to travel more free-
ly throughout the EU – later this year.

Western leaders have criticized Kyiv 
over the pace of reforms and challenged it 
to do more. Both EU visa liberalization and 
another tranche of financial aid from the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) are 
dependent on Ukraine making progress on 
reforms including steps to curb official cor-
ruption, which Mr. Poroshenko said was 
particularly crucial.

“We must demonstrate to the people 
that the battle against corruption has start-
ed at the top. Only then will we be able to 
tackle it at every level,” he said.

With reporting by Reuters.
Copyright 2016, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 

with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
http://www.rferl.org/content/ukraine-
poroshenko-harder-to-get-wests-sup-
port/27969823.html).

(Continued from page 1)
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The parade’s grand marshal was Wasyl 
Liscynesky, a community activist for over 
50 years and a Parma business owner. Mr. 
Liscynesky is a past president of the 
Cleveland Selfreliance Credit Union, a 
board member of the Ukrainian American 
Veterans and the American Nationality 
Movement, and past president (for 27 
years) and current board member of the 
United Ukrainian Organizations of Ohio 
(known by its Ukrainian acronym as UZO), 
which represents over 50 organizations in 
Ohio. The grand marshal, who greeted the 

crowds lining the street, was sponsored by 
the Ukrainian Federal Credit Union – 
Osnova branch.

The official program in commemoration 
of the 25th anniversary of Ukraine’s inde-
pendence was officiated by Ukrainian 
Village Committee Chair Roman Fedkiw 
and 2016 Parade Chair Zoriana Zobniw. 
The commemoration began with the rais-
ing of the flags by the city’s color guard and 
Ukrainian American Veterans, followed by 
the singing of the national anthems. 
Opening prayers were led by Bishop 
Emeritus Robert Moskal of St. Josaphat 
Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral and Bishop 
Daniel of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of 
the U.S.A. 

The keynote address by Marta 
Liscynesky-Kelleher, president of UZO, 

highlighted the bittersweet anniversary cel-
ebration, being held for the third year 
under unprecedented difficult conditions. 

A long-time supporter and co-chair of 
the Congressional Ukrainian Caucus, Rep. 
Marcy Kaptur (D-Ohio), greeted the com-
munity on the occasion of the anniversary 
and encouraged steadfast support for 
Ukraine’s defense against Russia. 

Parma Mayor Tim DeGeeter praised the 
community’s active role in humanitarian 
work and fight against Russian aggression. 

Bishop Bohdan Danylo of the Ukrainian 
Catholic Eparchy of St. Josaphat of Parma 
concluded with a prayer followed by the 
signing of the religious hymn “Bozhe 
Velykyi Yedynyi” by the Zorya Vocal 
Ensemble under the direction of Natalia 
Mahlay.

A co-founder and co-chair of the Senate 
Ukraine Caucus, Ohio Sen. Rob Portman 
(R-Ohio), sent a greeting reiterating his 
longstanding support for the independence 
and territorial integrity of Ukraine, and his 
commitment to giving the Ukrainian people 
the tools necessary to defend themselves. 

Ohio Gov. John Kasich’s greeting stated 
that on Ukraine’s 25th anniversary the 
United States must stand ready to provide 
Ukrainians with the lethal defensive weap-
ons required for their legitimate self-
defense.

Following the parade, St. Josaphat host-
ed its annual festival, offering authentic 
Ukrainian food and drink, activities for kids, 
raffles and various cultural performances. 

 COMMUNITY CHRONICLE

by Olga Tchir

TOMS RIVER, N.J. – On August 21, fol-
lowing the 10:30 a.m. Ukrainian liturgy, 
over 130 enthusiastic parishioners and 
guests of St. Stephen Ukrainian Catholic 
Church (1344 White Oak Bottom Road, 
Toms River, NJ, 08755), welcomed the Rev. 
Volodymyr Popyk as the new parish pastor 
and spiritual director.

Father Popyk and his spouse, Natalia, 
were greeted in a decorated church hall 
filled with a variety of food and refresh-
ments to a standing ovation. Following an 
opening address by spokesperson Gerry 
Tchir, Father Popyk acknowledged “the sin-
cere and immense love parishioners have 
for the St. Stephen Church, and that 
Almighty God granted us the opportunity 
to go forward together on a journey toward 
an enriching spiritual parish life.” 

He continued: “Together as a unified 
Christian family, we have one common goal, 
namely, to glorify God in our beautiful 
Church, built by the parishioners, and to 
beautify the Church with our presence and 
Church services. I have great faith that, with 
love and respect for one another, we will 
fulfill that which Christ wants. Our sincere 
prayers and good deeds will bring joy and 
pride to our parish. With sincere work and 
brotherly love, we can earn a good reputa-
tion and glory among others who know us 
and want to join us.”

Before blessing the food and joining the 
parish celebration, Father Popyk concluded 
his remarks with these words: “I welcome 
everyone to work together to enrich our St. 
Stephen Church, and I will always gladly 
share with you your joys and sorrows. May 
the Lord and Blessed Mother Bless and 
guide us, and may God Bless you.” 

For more information, readers may con-
tact the Rev. Volodymyr Popyk: rectory 
phone, 732-505-6053, fax, 732-505-6295; 
cell, 609-372-7161; e-mail: rev.volody-
myr@gmail.com. Information is also avail-
able on the parish website, ststephen-
church.us. 

Liturgies are celebrated on Saturdays at 
5 p.m., and on Sundays at 9 a.m. (English) 
and 10:30 a.m. (Ukrainian).

St. Stephen Church in Toms River
welcomes its new pastor

by Petrusia Sawchak

JENKINTOWN, Pa. – The Ukrainian 
American Senior Citizens Association of 
Philadelphia hosted a book signing for 
Lesia Daria (nee Rudakevych), author of 
the newly published book, “Forty One,” at 
the Ukrainian Educational and Cultural 
Center (UECC) on June 15. 

The author grew up in Philadelphia, 
graduated from the Ukrainian Heritage 
School at the UECC, and currently lives in 
London with her husband, Mike Scholey. 
She held the book launch as part of a tour 
in the United States to promote her book.

“Forty One,” which took five years to 
complete, is about a middle-aged married 
disconcerted Polish woman named Eva 
Holden, who lives in London with her 
English husband, Harry, and two children, 
while searching and struggling for the 
meaning of life through many venues – sci-
ence, religion, philosophy and love. 

At the beginning, Eva feels trapped at 

home with her children, while her husband 
works abroad. She faces boredom and 
questions her existence. While reminiscing 
with past lovers Adam and Xavier, Eva ulti-
mately resolves these conflicts as the 
themes of displacement and sacrifice are 
explored.

Another interesting section in the book 
takes place when Eva and the family return 
to Przemysl, Poland, for Christmas. The tra-
ditions and history of Ukrainians and Poles 
are discussed with empathy. The author’s 
beautiful use of figurative language in 
descriptive passages brings the characters 
and places to life. 

Before becoming a fiction writer, Lesia 
Daria worked as a journalist in Washington, 
New York, London and Kyiv. She studied at 
the University of Virginia, Sorbonne Paris IV 
and the Institute d’Etudes Politiques and 
earned her master’s degree from the London 
School of Economics and Political Science.

“Forty One” may be purchased at Barnes 
and Noble or on Amazon.

Seniors at Ukrainian center 
in Philly host book signing

The Rev. Volodymyr Popyk and his wife, 
Natalia, cut a celebratory cake at St. 

Stephen Church.

Author Lesia Daria against the backdrop of an enlarged cover of her new book.

Grand Marshal Wasyl Liscynesky.

(Continued from page 1)

Parma’s...

Ohio Congresswoman Marcy Kaptur 
addresses the celebratory gathering.

New banners – conceptualized by the 
Ukrainian Village Committee with 
Zoriana Zobniw, working with creative 
director Roman Chabursky, who designed 

the banners – grace State Road.

Alex Fedorchuk
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by Petrusia Sawchak

KERHONKSON, N.Y. – Former campers, 
counselors and friends of the Soyuzivka 
Tennis Camp are invited to gather at the 
Soyuzivka Heritage Center to celebrate 
50 years of Soyuzivka Tennis Camp on 
October 1. They will reminisce about past 
tennis camp experiences and fun times, 
and honor the camp that has not missed 
a year since its founding. 

It will be a special time to reflect on 
“going to tennis camp at Soyuzivka” – a 
magical place where seeds of memories 
were planted year after year to grow and 
flourish for a lifetime. This was the place 
where many came to spend two weeks 
in the rustic charm of Soyuzivka, making 
friends and learning the game of tennis. 
Now is the time to make reservations at 
Soyuzivka and rekindle old friendships.

For the sake of history, this is how it 
all started. Soyuzivka, nestled in the 
beautiful mountains of upstate New 
York, was founded in the mid-1950s; in 
those days, many tennis enthusiasts vis-
ited the resort for weeks before the 
Labor Day tennis tournament to practice 
and enjoy Soyuzivka’s amenities. 

In 1967, the Soyuzivka Tennis Camp 
was born when some guests staying at 
Soyuzivka asked Zenon Snylyk, editor of 
The Ukrainian Weekly, three-time 
Olympic soccer player and avid tennis 
player, if he could prepare their children 
for the Labor Day tournaments. Mr. 
Snylyk, in turn, invited George Sawchak, 
United States Tennis Association (USTA) 

player in the Middle States and an avid 
organizer and player in Soyuzivka’s ten-
nis tournaments, to join him in instruct-
ing the group. 

A few years later, as the popularity of 
the instruction increased, Walter Kwas, 
general manager of Soyuzivka, estab-
lished the Soyuzivka Tennis Camp. The 
time and duration of the camp evolved 
over time. During the heyday of the 
camp in the 1980s, the number of camp-
ers exceeded more than 100. Campers 
stayed in various Soyuzivka buildings in 
those days. The dozens of counselors 
over the years were always former 
campers who returned to share their 
skills.

Festivities marking the camp’s 50th 
year will take place on Saturday, October 
1, beginning with social tennis in the 
morning and afternoon. On Friday night, 
there will be a meet and greet at the 
Trembita Lounge. On Saturday, during 
lunch, there will be time to continue to 
mingle with old friends, and the celebra-
tion begins at 5 p.m. with cocktails and 
dinner at 6 p.m. Bring your stories and 
photos to share. Better yet, organizers 
suggest that reunion participants e-mail 
Leda Sawchak Kopach with photos. Any 
q u e s t i o n s  m ay  b e  d i re c te d  to 
SoyuzivkaTennis50@gmail.com. 

Cost for the one hour open bar and 
dinner is $50 per person. Room reserva-
tions may be made by calling Soyuzivka 
at 845-626-5641 and mentioning Tennis 
Camp. Those planning to attend should 
register by September 20.

Soyuzivka tennis campers’ 
reunion planned for October 1
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Columbia’s Ukrainian Studies Program offers six courses in fall semester
NEW YORK – The Ukrainian Studies 

Program at the Harriman Institute will be 
offering six courses and organizing several 
events at Columbia University during the 
fall semester. Dr. Simone Bellezza will be 
visiting Columbia University in fall 2016, 
teaching two courses in its History 
Department. His appointment is generous-
ly supported by the Ukrainian Studies 
Instructional Fund.

Dr. Bellezza is research fellow in contem-
porary history at the University of Trento 
(Italy). The fil rouge of all his work is the 
study of national identity and its relation-
ship with other kinds of loyalty (social, polit-
ical, cultural and religious). In the field of 
post-Soviet history, his research deals main-
ly with cultural history and with the public 
use of history in the political debate. He has 
studied the perception of national identity 
in pop-music during the Orange Revolution 
and the democratization process, including 
the events of the Euro-Maidan and of the 
current war in eastern Ukraine.

The first course Dr. Bellezza will teach at 
Columbia in the fall is titiled “Introduction 
to Ukrainian History: Nation and Identity.” 
To be taught on Mondays and Wednesdays, 
1:10-2:25 p.m., this course will go through 
the main phases of the evolution of 
Ukrainian history, analyzing different 
spheres of interaction among the many 
subjects that contributed to the creation 
(or dismantling) of the idea of a Ukrainian 
nation: politics, literary production, foreign 
influences, historical commemorations, 
youth cultures and environmental prob-
lems will all be discussed with the aim of 
understanding what a nation is. The sec-
ondary task of this course, considering the 
great sensation caused by the Ukrainian 

crisis and the fears of a new Cold War, will 
be to provide students with all the neces-
sary information and conceptual frame-
works to understand the present events in 
Ukraine. 

The second course to be taught by Dr. 
Bellezza, “The Sixties Generation in 
Ukraine and in Eastern Europe,” examines 
the role of Ukrainian cultural dissent in the 
1960s (the so-called “Shistdesiatnytstvo,” 
or  the ’60s movement) in the national 
debate during the Soviet period and assess-
es the influence of this movement and anal-
ogous movements outside Ukraine on post-
Soviet evolution. It will be taught 
Thursdays, 2:10-4 p.m.

Ambassador Valeriy Kuchynskyi will be 
offering his course “Ukrainian Foreign 
Policy: Russia, Europe and the U.S.” It will 
be held on Tuesdays, 2:10-4 p.m. and will 
look at how Ukraine’s foreign policy can 
ensure international support for its efforts 
to rebuff the aggression in the east of the 
country and to fully restore its sovereignty 
and territorial integrity. The course will 
examine what has to be done to solve the 
country’s existing internal problems: ram-
pant corruption, lack of reforms, squabbles 
in the government and its inefficiency.

Three levels of Ukrainian language 
instruction will be continue to be taught by 
Dr. Yuri Shevchuk in the fall: elementary on 
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, 8:40-
9:55 a.m.; intermediate on Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays, 10:10-11:25 a.m.; 
a n d  a dva n c e d o n  M o n days  a n d 
Wednesdays, 1:10-2:25 p.m.

Two events have already been scheduled 
for the fall semester. On September 20, 
Mykola Riabchuk, senior research fellow at 
the Institute of Political and Nationalities 

Studies of the National Academy of Sciences 
of Ukraine and a member of the editorial 
boards of Krytyka, Porownania and the 
Journal of South Eastern Europe, will deliv-
er a lecture titled “Examined by war. New 
bonds and old cleavages in the post-Maidan 
Ukrainian society.” Mr. Riabchuk is currently 
a visiting Fulbright researcher at the George 
Washington University. The lecture will take 
place at noon in the Marshall D. Shulman 
Seminar Room. 

On October 25, the Program will be pre-
senting the 14th installment of its 
Contemporary Ukrainian Literature Series 
(co-sponsored with the Kennan Institute, 
Woodrow Wilson International Center for 
Scholars) featuring poet, screenwriter and 
journalist Lyuba Yakimchuk. Born in 
Pervomaisk, Luhansk Oblast, Ms. Yakimchuk 
is the author of several full-length poetry 
collections, including “Like FASHION” and 
“Apricots of Donbas,” and the film script for 
“The Building of the Word.”  Ms. 
Yakimchuk’s event, titled “Decomposition” 
after the name of a cycle of her poems 
addressing the war in the Donbas region, 
will take place at 7 p.m. in the Harriman 
Atrium. Ms. Yakimchuk will present at the 

Kennan Institute on October 27. 
Also this fall, Dr. Shevchuk, director of the 

Ukrainian Film Club of Columbia University, 
will continue to screen the newest 
Ukrainian films, both on and off campus.

Courses at Columbia are open to stu-
dents from other universities in the New 
York metropolitan area seeking credit. 
Please contact the university at which you 
enrolled to determine whether it partici-
pates in this manner with Columbia 
University. Some courses are also open to 
outside individuals interested in non-credit 
continuing studies. Additionally, through 
the Lifelong Learners program, individuals 
over age 65 who are interested in auditing 
courses, may enroll at a discount rate as 
Lifelong Learners. Visit the Columbia 
University School of Professional Studies 
(http://sps.columbia.edu/auditing) for 
more details. 

Classes began on September 6, and 
September 16 is the final day to register for 
a class. For more information about cours-
es or the Ukrainian Studies Program at 
Columbia University, readers may contact 
Dr. Mark Andryczyk at ukrainianstudies@
columbia.edu or 212-854-4697.

Mykola Riabchuk Lyuba Yakimchuk

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 2016, at 6:30 PM

Ukrainian American Cultural Center
60 N. Jefferson Rd., Whippany, N.J.

Event details include museum blessing, ribbon-cutting, silent auction, 
surprises, banquet with Hall of Fame  induction ceremony.

Master of Ceremonies: Ihor Stelmach (Sports correspondent 
      for The Ukrainian Weekly)

Keynote Address:    Ken Daneyko (ex-New Jersey Devils defenseman
      and а 3-time Stanley Cup champion, current   

      MSG  television analyst)

Attending guests include: 
Alina Milevska   - Ukrainian and European Figure Skating Champion 
Matt Loughlin   - WFAN Sports Radio and MSG Announcer
Dmytro Palamarchuk  - Ukrainian and European Figure Skater

    Champion and Olympic Coach 
Vitaliy Danylchenko  - Ukrainian and European Figure Skating Champion 

For tickets, table reservations and sponsorship details please contact 
Ukrainian Sports Museum and Hall of Fame

UKRSPORTHOF@gmail.com  •  973 919 1322  •  973 989 5800. 

Tickets – $75.00 per person, payable to USMHOF .
Tickets will NOT be sold at the door

Send payment to: Ukrainian Sport Museum 
   60c N. Jeff erson Rd., Whippany, NJ 07981 

More information will be available at:   
http://www.ukrainiansportshallo� ameandmuseum.com/hall-of-fame.html 

UKRAINIAN SPORTS HALL OF FAME
INAUGURAL INDUCTION BANQUET 

and 
GRAND OPENING 

of the 
UKRAINIAN SPORTS MUSEUM

Lesia Ukrainka School of Ukrainian Studies
                in Morris County, NJ

           announces 

         the beginning of the school year
for children from pre-kindergarten (age 5) through 12th grade

on September 10, 2016 at 9:00 a.m.
Parents’ meeting at 9:45 a.m.

Ukrainian American Cultural Center
60-C N. Je� erson Road, Whippany, NJ 07881

Please register on line: www.ridnashkolawhippany.com
For further information please email: ridnashkolamc@gmail.com.

Anya  Tershakovec Tomko, President of the Parents’ Committee



19THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY      SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 11, 2016No. 37

Through November 27 Exhibits, “In Metal, On Paper: Coins, Banknotes and 
New York Postage Stamps of Independent Ukraine, 1991-2016,” 
 “Money, Sovereignty and Power: The Paper Currency of
 Revolutionary Ukraine, 1917-1920,” The Ukrainian
 Museum, 212-228-0110 or www.ukrainianmuseum.org

September 12 Fall reception, Ukrainian Research Institute at Harvard 
Cambridge, MA University, huri@fas.harvard.edu or 617-495-4053

September 14 Book presentation by Lawrence Douglas, “The Right 
New Brunswick, NJ Wrong Man: John Demjanjuk and the Last Great Nazi 
 War Crimes Trial,” Rutgers University,
 www.sas.rutgers.edu/cms/bildner/rsvp-form-last-
 great-holocaust-trial or 848-932-2033

September 14 Ukraine Forum, “Ukraine at 25 – Winning the Battle for 
Washington Freedom,” U.S.-Ukraine Foundation, Capitol Visitor
 Center, 202-524-6555 or info@usukraine.org

September 15 Ukrainian Days advocacy events, Ukrainian Congress
Washington Committee of America and the Ukrainian National 
 Information Service, Capitol Hill, 202-547-0018 or 
 www.ucca.org

September 15 Congressional Reception, Cannon House Office Building,
Washington Ukrainian Congress Committee of America, 
 202-547-0018 or unis.sawkiw@comcast.net

September 16-18 Bloor West Village Toronto Ukrainian Festival, Bloor 
Toronto  Street West, www.ukrainianfestival.com or 
 416-410-9965

September 17 Ukrainian Nationals Family Fun Day, Ukrainian 
Horsham, PA American Sports Center Tryzub, www.tryzub.org

September 17 Potato Bake and Pig Roast, Ukrainian Homestead,
Lehighton, PA www.ukrhomestead.com or 215-699-3725

September 17 Symposium, “Commemorating the 25th Anniversary of 
New York the Modern Ukrainian State,” Center for U.S.-Ukrainian
 Relations, Princeton-Columbia Club, 
 www.usukrainianrelations.org

September 17 Ukrainian Festival, Ss. Peter and Paul Ukrainian Catholic
Phoenixville, PA Church,  www.sspeterandpaulukr.com or 484-429-4787

September 17 Induction banquet and grand opening, Ukrainian Sports 
Whippany, NJ Museum Hall of Fame, Ukrainian American Cultural Center
 of New Jersey, Ukrsporthof@gmail.com or 973-919-1322

September 17 Golf tournament, “Chornomorska Sitch Challenge Cup,”
Easton, PA  Ukrainian Athletic-Educational Association 
 Chornomorska Sitch, Ukrainian American Cultural 
 Center of New Jersey, Morgan Hill Country Club, 
 Michael@zawahouse.com or pupka@optonline.net

September 17-18 Washington Ukrainian Festival, St. Andrew Ukrainian
Silver Spring, MD Orthodox Church, www.ukrainefestdc.com or 301-384-9192

September 17-18 Carpathian Ski Club fall weekend, featuring golf 
Kerhonkson, NY tournament at the Hudson Valley Resort, tennis 
 tournament and dinner dance, Soyuzivka Heritage Center,
 732-991-1095, wwwklkusa.com or 845-626-5641

September 18 Gala banquet celebrating the 25th anniversary of 
Chicago Ukraine’s independence and sister cities program 
 (Kyiv-Chicago), Ukrainian Congress Committee of America –
 Illinois Division, Chicago Hilton Towers, www.uccaillinois.org

September 18 Religious education classes, Immaculate Conception Ukrainian
Hillside, NJ Catholic Church, http://byzcath.org/immaculateconception

September 18 Ukrainian Festival, Protection of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Newtown, CT Ukrainian Catholic Church, Paproski’s Castle Hill Farm
 Pumpkin Patch, 203-269-5909 or 203-426-5487

September 18 Ukrainian Festival, St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic
Passaic, NJ Church, www.stnicholasucc.org or 973-471-9727

Entries in “Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to events 
advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome submissions 
from all our readers. Items will be published at the discretion of the editors 
and as space allows. Please send e-mail to mdubas@ukrweekly.com.
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PREVIEW OF EVENTS GUIDELINES
Preview of Events is  a service provided at minimal cost ($20 per listing) by The Ukrainian Weekly to the Ukrainian community.  
Items should be no more than 100 words long.
Preview items must be received no later than one week before the desired date of publication.  Please include payment for 
each time the item is to appear and indicate date(s) of issue(s) in which the item is to be published.  Information should be sent 
to: preview@ukrweekly.com.

PREVIEW OF EVENTS
Sunday, September 11 

STAMFORD, Conn.: The 49th Connecticut Ukrainian Day 
Festival, sponsored by the Connecticut State Ukrainian Day 
Committee at St. Basil’s Seminary, 161 Glenbrook Road, 
Stamford. Starting at 9 a.m., festival-goers can visit over 20 
Ukrainian vendors. A liturgy will be celebrated at 11 a.m. by 
Bishop Paul Chomnycky; confessions will be heard begin-
ning in the morning. After liturgy, there will be plenty of 
Ukrainian and picnic foods. At 2:30 p.m. there will be a lively 
program featuring several dance ensembles, singers and 
other performers. A dance featuring the music of Halychany 
will take place at 5-8 p.m. Visitors can also enjoy children’s 
activities and visit the Diocesan Museum on the grounds. 
Admission for all age 12 and over is $5 per person when 
paid in advance, $10 at gate; parking is free. For tickets, 
information or to volunteer, call 203-269-5909. 
Saturday, September 17

WHIPPANY, N.J.: The Ukrainian Sports Hall of Fame 
Inaugural Induction Banquet and the Grand Opening of the 
Ukrainian Sports Museum will be held beginning at 6:30 
p.m. at Ukrainian American Cultural Center of New Jersey, 
60 N. Jefferson Road, Whippany, NJ 07981. For more infor-
mation e-mail UKRSPORTHOF@gmail.com or call 973-919-
1322 or 973-989-5800. No tickets will be sold at the door.
Saturday-Sunday, September 17-18

SILVER SPRING, Md.: Bring your family and friends to the 
14th annual Ukrainian Festival of the Washington, D.C., 
Metropolitan Area on the grounds of St. Andrew Ukrainian 
Orthodox Cathedral, 15100 New Hampshire Ave., Silver 
Spring, MD 20905. Hours are: Saturday, 11 a.m. -9 p.m., and 
Sunday, 11 a.m.-dusk. On Saturday night the festival contin-
ues by the lake. Admission and parking are free. The festival 
features wonderful Ukrainian artists and dancers, crafts, 
children’s activities, delicious Ukrainian food and a Kozak 
beer garden. For more information contact the Festival 
Office, 301-384-9192, or visit www.UkraineFestDC.com. 

Tuesday, September 20

NEW YORK: The Ukrainian Studies Program at the 
Harriman Institute, Columbia University, invites you to 
attend a lecture by Mykola Riabchuk titled “Examined by 
War: New Bonds and Old Cleavages in Post-Maidan 
Ukrainian Society.” The talk examines available sociological 
data and argues that a new, future-oriented type of 
Ukrainian identity is in the making. Mr. Riabchuk is a senior 
research fellow at the Institute of Political and Nationalities 
Studies of the National Academy of Sciences of Ukraine and 
a member of the editorial boards of Krytyka, Porownania 
and Journal of South Eastern Europe. This event will take 
place at noon in the Marshall D. Shulman Seminar Room 
(Room 1219, International Affairs Building, 420 W. 118th 
St.). The event is free and open to the public. For additional 
information call 212-854-4697.

Sunday, October 2

ALEXANDRIA, Va.: The Washington Group Cultural Funds 
opens its 22nd season with a concert by internationally rec-
ognized pianist Mykola Suk, in a program of “fantasies” by 
Beethoven, Hummel, Thalberg, Skoryk and Liszt. Maestro 
Suk gained international recognition as the winner of the 
first prize and gold medal at the 1971 International Liszt-
Bartok Competition in Budapest. His international career 
has spanned four continents; he has performed in the most 
prestigious venues from the Great Hall of Moscow 
Conservatory to Carnegie Hall in New York. American 
Record Guide noted of Mr. Suk: “An astonishing blend of 
muscular power, poetry and utter control… he will prove to 
be one of the more formidable talents to have appeared in 
this country in years.” The concert will be held at 3 p.m. at 
The Lyceum, 201 S. Washington St., Alexandria, VA 22314. A 
reception to meet the artist will follow the performance. 
Suggested donation is $30; free for students. Seating is 
unreserved. For more information e-mail twgculturalfund@
gmail.com.

Give the college students in your family their 
own nine-month gift subscriptions to The 
Ukrainian Weekly. The Weekly is a great resource 
for students who plan to write college papers on 
topics about Ukraine, helps students keep in 
touch with the Ukrainian community throughout 
the United States and Canada, and gives students 
the opportunity to keep learning about their 
Ukrainian heritage once they leave home. 

The price for the academic year is only $65 
($60 if the student is a member of the UNA) 
– and that includes both print and online 
subscriptions! An online subscription alone 
for the same nine-month period is $30.

To take advantage of this special offer, phone 
The Weekly’s Subscription Department at 973-
292-9800, ext. 3040, and charge the subscrip-
tion to your credit card. 

Back to 
Schoo l 

Spe c ia l

A subscription – 
print and online, 

or online only – to

The Ukrainian Weekly!


