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REGINA, Saskatchewan – The XXV 
Congress of Ukrainian Canadians conclud-
ed here on October 2. Over 250 delegates 
from coast to coast elected the Ukrainian 
Canadian Congress board of directors and 
executive committee officers for the next 
three years. The congress re-elected Paul 
Grod as national president. Alexandra 
Chyczij and Andrea Kopylech were elected 
vice-presidents; Walter Dlugosh was elect-
ed treasurer; and Yaroslaw Borys was 
elected secretary. The first board meeting 
was held after the conclusion of the trienni-
al congress. 

Sworn into office by Ukrainian World 
Congress President Eugene Czolij, Mr. Grod 
expressed grat i tude to  the  UCC 
Saskatchewan Provincial Council and its 
president, MaryAnn Trischuk; UCC Regina 
and its president, Orest Gawdyda; and 
Oksana Zwarych, chair of the XXV Congress 
Organizing Committee; the staff of the UCC 
Saskatchewan office and UCC National, and 
all those involved in organizing the con-
gress for their warm hospitality, dedication, 
commitment and hard work in ensuring 
the resounding success of the Congress.

“It has been an honor for me to serve 
our community as president of the UCC. I 
very much look forward to continuing to 
work with all of you in this next term,” stat-
ed Mr. Grod. “I would like to thank the out-
going board of directors and executive 
committee for their exemplary service, 
enthusiasm and commitment to our com-
mon purpose, and acknowledge the incom-
ing board and executive for taking on the 
responsibility of serving our community.”

Mr. Grod focused on the priorities for the 
next three years for the UCC, including:

• continuing and increasing the UCC’s 
support for Ukraine’s reforms process and 
strengthening Ukraine’s ability to defend 
itself against Russia’s war of aggression;

• establishing an endowment to ensure 
the long-term financial success and sus-
tainability of the many important programs 
of the UCC;

• expanding the UCC’s membership base 
and strengthening existing member organi-
zations;

• strengthening the UCC’s constructive 
relationship with the Canadian government 
and elected officials;

• increasing youth engagement and re-
establishing the UCC parliamentary intern-
ship program. (This year, he noted, over 40 
delegates at the congress represented 
Ukrainian Canadian youth organizations, 
almost twice as many as at the previous 
congress in 2013.)

During the numerous plenary and 
breakout sessions at the XXV Congress, del-
egates had an opportunity to listen to 
experts, discuss key issues of importance to 
our community and develop implementa-
tion plans. Resolutions were passed that 
will help guide the work of the UCC for the 
next three years. 

UCC 75th anniversary banquet

On October 1, the UCC 75th anniversary 
banquet featured the presentation of 13 
Shevchenko Medals, the highest honor the 
Ukrainian Canadian community can award 
outstanding leaders. UCC Leadership and 
UCC Youth Leadership Awards were also 
presented. 

Lieutenant Governor Vaughn Solomon 
Schofield of Saskatchewan joined Mr. Grod 
and the chair of the UCC Awards and 

Saskatchewan hosts triennial
Congress of Ukrainian Canadians

Paul Grod re-elected national president

(Continued on page 5)

by Mark Raczkiewycz

LVIV – Few people know that the hryv-
nia, Ukraine’s currency, was first printed in 
Canada. Still fewer people know that Daniel 
Bilak negotiated the deal in 1991 for 
Canada-based Kaskens law firm when his 
ancestral homeland regained independence. 

As of November 1, he’ll have to broker 
bigger deals in the next 12 months as the 
Ukrainian prime minister’s chief invest-
ment adviser and director of the newly cre-
ated Ukraine Investment Promotion Office 
(IPO). 

“It’s an overwhelming job,” the now for-
mer managing partner of international law 
firm CMS Cameron McKenna in Kyiv told 
The Ukrainian Weekly over a digital voice 
call from Lviv. “We could fundamentally re-
brand Ukraine…So that when people 
abroad hear about Ukraine, they don’t 
think corruption, but ‘wow, high-technolo-
gy, agribusiness,’ they think agricultural 
technology, they think of a modern country 
that is open for business.”

Mr. Bilak’s goal is to raise at least $1 bil-
lion during the 12-month secundment from 
the London-based law firm. Drawing on the 
intimate knowledge of his clients’ needs, the 
native Torontonian said he could “unlock 
$100-200 million just by giving them a feel-
ing of predictability and certainty.”

Not losing sight of the existing foreign 
investors in Ukraine, some of whom are 
“quite unhappy” because of the “flexible 
application of the rule of law in the coun-
try,” he wants to foremost make them 
“apostles… to preach the virtues of Ukraine 
to investors.”

Prime minister’s chief investment adviser,
a Ukrainian Canadian, sees ‘the new Ukraine’

(Continued on page 9)

Daniel Bilak, director of the newly created 
Ukraine Investment Promotion Office.Members of the newly elected board of the Ukrainian Canadian Congress.

Norbert K. Iwan

by Christopher Miller
RFE/RL

KYIV – Fast cars and fancy watches. 
Faberge eggs and vintage wine. Prime real 
estate, including a church. Even a ticket to 
space.

Along with many millions in cold, hard 
cash, they’re just some of the items emerg-
ing from the latest effort to root out persis-
tent corruption in Ukraine.

Officials there had until midnight on 
October 30 to file online asset declarations 
meant to expose those who got rich from 
misconduct. Most of the 50,000 or so public 
servants targeted by the requirement – 
including civil servants, politicians and 
judges – are thought to have complied.

But as with so many things in war-torn 
Ukraine, there’s more to the asset declara-
tions than meets the eye.

For instance, Serhiy Melnychuk, a former 
commander of the volunteer Aidar fighting 
battalion who is now a lawmaker, thumbed 
his nose at the new measure, declaring 1 

trillion hrv, or about $39 billion U.S., in 
cash. Asked about the disclosure, his 
spokesperson told local media simply, “It’s 
a bad joke on his part.” 

Many Ukrainians aren’t laughing, howev-
er. Perceived excesses in lawmakers’ life-
styles – ill-gotten or not – have drawn con-
demnation in a country where government 
statistics put the average household 
monthly income at around $200.

Ukraine’s mega-rich have also been criti-
cized for not doing more to help soldiers, 
who are paid just $276 a month and have 
largely relied on volunteer assistance 
throughout the 30-month conflict against 
Russia-backed separatists that has killed 
nearly 10,000 people.

“[W]e collect money for socks for sol-
diers, in [a] parallel world [people] have 
[millions] $ in cash,” Ukrainian activist 
Kateryna Kruk tweeted. “E-decl [-arations] 
make us realize what corruption really is.” 

Ukraine’s newly created anti-corruption 
agencies are now expected to investigate 

Assets on parade: Ukraine officials
made to declare their bling

(Continued on page 12)
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U.S. on Ukraine’s asset declarations

WASHINGTON – Washington has wel-
comed Ukrainian officials’ public declara-
tion of their wealth as a step toward 
increasing citizens’ confidence in elected 
officials. U.S. Ambassador to Ukraine Marie 
Yovanovitch told RFE/RL in an interview on 
November 2 that the asset declaration sys-
tem is “an important first step” toward 
increasing transparency in government. She 
said the declarations are necessary in order 
for Ukrainians to “have confidence that their 
public officials don’t have conflicts of inter-
est and that their wealth is acquired in a 
legitimate manner.” She added that the asset 
declarations are now being looked at by 
journalists and anticorruption agencies in 
Ukraine and that scrutiny is an important 
second step to the process. Officials had 
until October 30 to upload details of their 
assets and income in 2015 to a publicly 
searchable database,  part  of  an 
International Monetary Fund-backed drive 
to boost transparency and modernize 
Ukraine’s recession-hit economy. The online 
declarations of wealth online have exposed 
a vast difference between the fortunes of 
politicians and those they represent. Some 
senior officials declared millions of dollars 
in cash. Others said they owned fleets of lux-
ury cars, expensive Swiss watches, diamond 
jewels and large tracts of land. (RFE/RL’s 
Ukrainian Service)

Deputies nix bill to double their salaries 

KYIV – Ukrainian lawmakers have 
rejected a bill that would have at least dou-
bled their own salaries amid media reports 
about wealth and incomes of government 
officials and members of Parliament. On 
November 1, a majority of lawmakers in 
Kyiv voted to reject the October 20 propos-
al. The legislation would have increased the 
monthly salaries of lawmaker to more than 
40,000 hrv (about $1,500). The average sal-
ary for Ukrainians is currently between 
$200 and $300 per month. October 30 was 
the last day for Ukrainian officials to fill out 
electronic income declarations. Media 
reports from preliminary data obtained 
from those declarations placed President 
Petro Poroshenko and several lawmakers 
from his political party on a list of the rich-
est individuals in Ukraine with assets in 

cash and property valued at millions of dol-
lars across the country. (RFE/RL’s 
Ukrainian Service)

Poroshenko meets with UWC president 

OTTAWA – Ukraine’s President Petro 
Poroshenko met on November 1 in Kyiv 
with Ukrainian World Congress President 
Eugene Czolij. The meeting focused on joint 
efforts dedicated primarily to furthering the 
ratification by the Netherlands of the 
European Union-Ukraine Association 
Agreement; the imperativeness of pressur-
ing the Russian Federation to comply with 
the Minsk agreements and renewing eco-
nomic sanctions against the Russian 
Federation until it fully complies with them; 
the deployment by the Organization for 
Security and Cooperation in Europe of a 
police mission in eastern Ukraine to 
enhance compliance of the Russian 
Federation with the Minsk agreements; the 
implementation of a visa-free regime for 
Ukrainian citizens travelling to EU member 
states taking into account the fulfillment by 
Ukraine of all criteria; international support 
for the U.N. General Assembly resolution on 
the human rights violations in Crimea, as 
initiated by Ukraine; the importance of a 
Tomos of Autocephaly for the Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church – Kyiv Patriarchate; and 
UWC support for the economic develop-
ment of Ukraine. The UWC delegation also 
included UWC Vice-President and Chair of 
the UWC Committee in Support of the 
Economic Development of Ukraine Olena 
Koszarny and Director of the UWC Mission 
to Ukraine Serhiy Kasyanchuk. (Ukrainian 
Canadian Congress Daily Briefing, based on 
a Ukrainian World Congress release)

UCCA asks Netherlands to ratify agreement

NEW YORK – In support of the Ukrainian 
World Congress (UWC) initiative, the 
Ukrainian Congress Committee of America 
(UCCA) penned a letter to the Prime 
Minister of the Netherlands, Mark Rutte, 
urging ratification of the EU-Ukraine 
Association Agreement. The UCCA’s 
October 27 letter not only underscored the 
main purpose of the Association Agreement, 
which is to strengthen trade ties and assist 

(Continued on page 12)

 ANALYSIS

by Ridvan Bariiev
Eurasia Daily Monitor

Though still two years away, the presi-
dential elections in Russia are already on 
the minds of the political elite in Moscow. 
The sitting head of state, President 
Vladimir Putin, is constitutionally permit-
ted to run again in 2018. And though most 
expect that he will, his public vacillations 
on the subject have raised an air of intrigue 
over the Russian political process. “I have 
not yet made a decision for myself,” Mr. 
Putin claimed two months ago in an inter-
view with Bloomberg (Vesti, September 2). 
Assuming that he will stand for re-election, 
it is clear that the legacy of the annexation 
of Crimea in 2014 and its continued devel-
opment will play a key role in boosting Mr. 
Putin’s popularity in time for the vote. As 
such, the Kremlin is playing up a series of 
large-scale infrastructure projects on this 
illegally seized Ukrainian peninsula.

The Crimean annexation has dominated 
Russian propaganda for the past two years 
– a narrative aimed at both an external and 
internal audience. The triumphant slogan 
“Krym nash!” (Crimea is ours!) underlines 
the myth of the return of Russian greatness. 
But in fact, the “reunification” continues to 
create an enormous burden on the Russian 
economy because of the Western sanctions 
passed in response to the annexation, as 
well as the large federal budget costs asso-
ciated with subsidizing and restructuring 
Crimea and Sevastopol (see Eurasia Daily 
Monitor, April 23, 2015; May 25, 2016). 

Nonetheless, Moscow feels it must dem-
onstrate to the world that it is able to sur-
mount all these all challenges and with-
stand the West’s attempts to isolate it inter-
nationally. The perception of Putin standing 
up to the West will thus be predicated on 
the Kremlin’s ability to showcase tangible 
successes in Crimea since the annexation.

As early as March 2014 – even predating 
the notorious “referendum” that called for 
Crimea’s accession to the Russian 
Federation – the Kremlin has pledged to 
build three large-scale infrastructure proj-
ects on the peninsula. These projects are a 
thermal power station in Sevastopol, the 
Tavrida highway (Sevastopol-Symferopol-
Kerch) and the enormous Kerch Strait 
Bridge to connect Crimea with Russia prop-
er. The Russian Federal Targeted Program 
“Social and Economic Development for 
Crimea and Sevastopol Until 2020” states 
that these three mega projects aim to elimi-
nate constraints on transport and energy 
on the peninsula (Fcp.economy.gov.ru, 
accessed October 24).

When Russia moved to fully annex 
Crimea, the peninsula was still overwhelm-
ingly dependent on Ukraine for a number 
of crucial supplies such as electricity, water 
and food. And in retaliation, in spring 2014, 
Kyiv cut off water supplies shipped south 
via the Crimean Northern Canal (Buvr.
crimea.ua, April 24, 2014). In 2013, 
Ukraine proper sent 700 million cubic 
meters of water to Crimea. But in 2015, this 
supply was only 17.7 million (Crimea.kz, 
May 21, 2015). To date, chronic water scar-
city in Crimea has been a disaster for the 
local agricultural sector.

Moreover, since autumn 2015, Ukrainian 
activists have put in place an economic 
blockade at the border; and last November, 
they blocked all electricity supplies coming 
from Ukraine to the peninsula (see EDM, 
October 2, 2015; January 6, 2016). The 
Crimean blackout lasted almost four months. 

Mr. Putin used these problems to show-
case Russia’s ability to withstand challeng-
es created by its “enemies.” In May 2016, 
the Russian president oversaw the opening 
of the last branch of the Kuban “Energy 
Bridge” – electrical transit lines that carry 
electricity across the Kerch Strain from 
Krasnodar Oblast to Crimea. During the 
ceremony, he declared, “We managed to 
break through the energy blockade of 
Crimea within a brief period of time, and 
we will likewise do away with any other 
blockade against Russia, should someone 
wish to test us again” (TASS, May 11). This 
Russian “success” required close top-down 
supervision from the Kremlin.

Such top-down supervision will also be 
required in the three aforementioned mega 
infrastructure projects in Crimea, not least 
because each of them promises to bring 
economic, political and even military bene-
fits to Russia. The building of a new 
470-megawatt thermal power station in 
Sevastopol will not only satisfy the energy 
requirements of this strategically vital port 
city, but will also help alleviate tensions 
between the civilian population and the 
military. As a result of the peninsula’s 
chronic rolling blackouts, the Russian Black 
Sea Fleet, which is based out of Sevastopol, 
has continually chafed at having to share 
scarce electricity resources with civilians 
(Uatoday.tv, November 26, 2015). The first 
block of the planned Sevastopol thermal 
plant is expected to be commissioned by 
late 2017 (TASS, May 11).

The planned Tavrida highway – from 
Kerch to Sevastopol, via the local capital of 
Symferopol – also has important strategic 
implications for Russia. Significantly, the 
Tavrida highway will directly link up to the 
Kerch Bridge, which will connect Crimea 
with mainland Russia. According to the 
government, the highway, which is expect-
ed to cost 139 billion rubles ($2.2 billion 
U.S.), will be the only direct route from 
Kerch to Symferopol. It will become opera-
tional in 2018 (Tass.ru, September 20). As 
such, the Tavrida highway will have a stra-
tegic military value, substantially increas-
ing the mobility of Russian forces deployed 
to the peninsula from Russia. Mr. Putin is 
clearly concerned about this project’s com-
pletion. In March 2016, when visiting 
Crimea, the Russian president threatened 
to “hang” whoever was responsible for the 
delays and obstructions to completion of 
the highway (Rbc.ru, March 18).

The enormous, 19-kilometer-long Kerch 
Strait Bridge is particularly designed to 
demonstrate the might of Russia to the 
world. If it is actually completed (see EDM, 
July 14, 2015; May 25, 2016), this bridge 
will be the longest in Europe. Even more 
importantly, Moscow is wagering that this 
road-and-rail link will finally fully integrate 
the Crimean peninsula with the Russian 
economic system. Mr. Putin has declared 
that the Kerch Bridge must be built as soon 
as possible (Gazeta.ru, March 15, 2015).

It is no coincidence that these three 
ambitious mega projects are all expected to 
be completed by 2018. The goal of the 
Sevastopol thermal plant, the Tavrida high-
way and the bridge across the Kerch Strait is 
not simply to improve the lives of ordinary 
Crimeans. Rather, and perhaps more impor-
tantly, these projects are meant to showcase 
the Putin government’s effectiveness in time 
for the 2018 presidential elections.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

With eye toward 2018 elections, Putin spearheads
strategic infrastructure mega-projects in Crimea
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Putin casts shadow over U.S. presidential campaign
by Pavel K. Baev

Eurasia Daily Monitor

One striking feature of this year’s United 
States presidential election campaign has 
been the invisible but remarkably persis-
tent background presence of Russia and its 
leader, President Vladimir Putin. Mr. Putin 
can perhaps be proud of this achievement: 
no other world leader (except for Syrian 
President Bashar al-Assad) was mentioned 
by name during the third and last presiden-
tial debate (October 19) between Hillary 
Clinton and Donald Trump (RBC, October 
18; Moskovsky Komsomolets, October 20). 
The Kremlin has refrained from any official 
statements on this matter. But it is clear 
that the Putin regime has secured this 
extraordinary impact factor on the U.S. 
elections thanks to the careful timing of its 
calculated strikes.

The synchronization of Russian cyberat-
tacks with the pre-scheduled key turns in 
the U.S. presidential campaign is particular-
ly apparent. It started with the attempted 
sabotage of the Democratic National 
Convention in late July; but Democratic run-
ner-up candidate Bernie Sanders refused to 
exploit the exposed bias against him in the 
party headquarters (New Times, July 27). 

Then, each round of the presidential 
debates was accompanied by a fresh 
release of personal e-mail correspondence 
linked to Mrs. Clinton and her campaign, 
which was published by Wikileaks with the 

explicit aim of inflicting damage on the 
Democratic presidential candidate (Grani.
ru, October 17). 

In the third debate, however, this game 
backfired: Mrs. Clinton turned the question 
on a fresh batch of compromising e-mails 
into a line of attack on Russian interference 
on the side of her opponent (Novaya 
Gazeta, October 20). The evidence of direct 
involvement of Russian special services has 
indeed become irrefutable, and Mr. Putin’s 
attempts to claim innocence during his 
recent visit to India were too awkward to 
be convincing (Nezavisimaya Gazeta, 
October 18). 

U.S. President Barack Obama is still mea-
suring the options for responding to the 
Russian cyber-aggression, and Mr. Putin 
will be hard pressed to find countermea-
sures to the inevitable U.S. retribution 
(Ezhednevny zhurnal, October 17).

Another avenue of Russian influence on 
U.S. politics is being paved by Russia’s mili-
tary intervention in Syria. And here again, 
timing has been of crucial importance. 
Moscow escalated the battle for Aleppo in 
sync with the second presidential debate 
(October 9) and paused its airstrikes just in 
time for the third one, making it possible 
for Mr. Trump to claim that Mr. Obama and 
Mrs .  C l inton were  “outsmarted” 
(Rossiyskaya Gazeta, October 20). This 
game, however, was also pushed too far by 
Moscow, resulting in France canceling Mr. 
Putin’s long-planned visit to Paris 

(Politcom.ru, October 17). 
Russia now stands accused of commit-

ting war crimes in Syria. And the European 
Union as well as the United States have had 
to at least contemplate passing new sanc-
tions against Russia in response 
(Kommersant, October 21). Moscow’s 
maneuvers with opening “humanitarian 
corridors” out of Aleppo have yielded little 
fruit. And Russia’s claims that Belgian F-16 
fighters have hit civilian targets do not help 
Russian international standing at all (Slon.
ru, October 21). 

Presently, Russia is deploying its only 
aircraft carrier, Admiral Kuznetsov, accom-
panied by most of the surface combatants 
of the Northern and Baltic fleets to the east-
ern Mediterranean. The key question now 
is whether this deployment is aimed at gen-
erating a wave of massive airstrikes to 
allow Mr. Assad’s forces to capture eastern 
Aleppo just ahead of the U.S. presidential 
elections (Gazeta.ru, October 20).

One major Russia-orchestrated conflict 
remarkably absent from its attempts to 
influence the U.S. elections has been 
Ukraine. The situation in the Donbas war 
zone is far from stable. And the bomb 
explosion in an elevator that claimed the 
life of Russian warlord Arsen Pavlov (a.k.a. 
Motorola) in mid-October, once more high-
lighted the rampant chaos in the Russian-
controlled Donetsk-Luhansk enclave (see 
Eurasia Daily Monitor, October 21; Moscow 
Echo, October 17; RBC, October 18). 

Mr. Putin clearly prefers to engage in 
tenuous talks on this “hybrid hostility” with 
Germany and France rather than the U.S. 
His apparent calculation is that the outrage 
in Europe caused by Russia’s barbaric 
behavior in Syria can be neutralized by the 
perceived imperative to manage the risks in 
Ukraine with Russian help (Nezavisimaya 
Gazeta, October 21). 

On October 19, German Chancellor 
Angela Merkel hosted an impromptu sum-
mit in Berlin, which was attended by Mr. 
Putin (accompanied by his aide Vladislav 
Surkov), French President François 
Hollande and Ukraine’s President Petro 
Poroshenko. The high-level “Normandy for-
mat” meeting confirmed yet again that the 
Minsk peace process for Ukraine was dead-
locked – and had no alternative 
(Kommersant, October 20).

The instrument that Moscow seeks to 
apply for maximum impact on the U.S. elec-
tions is nuclear brinksmanship. Mr. Putin’s 
announcement of Russia’s withdrawal from 
the 2000 Plutonium Management and 
Disposition Agreement (see EDM, October 
21) was timed for the second Clinton-
Trump debate, but failed to produce the 
desired effect (Newsru.com, October 19). A 
series of missile tests and the deployment 
of nuclear-capable Iskander missiles to 
Kaliningrad (see EDM, October 12) were 
supposed to reinforce the message – and 
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Quotable notes
“NATO’s support for Ukraine is unwavering. We will continue to support the territo-

rial integrity and sovereignty of Ukraine. And we do not – and we will not – recognize 
Russia’s illegal annexation of Crimea. And we are very much concerned about Russia’s 
continued destabilization of eastern Ukraine. ...Ceasefire violations must end and we 
cannot allow these ceasefire violations to become ‘the new normal’ in Ukraine. 

“NATO and NATO allies will continue to support Ukraine. We will provide practical 
support and we will provide political support. We will provide support through our 
different trust funds. Helping you build security institutions. And we will work on 
areas for instance such as cyber defense and the rehabilitation of wounded soldiers. 
And in other areas to help and support Ukraine in different practical ways. 

“Ukraine, for its part, has to continue to implement reforms, fight corruption and I 
welcome your personal engagement in pursuing the path of reforms in Ukraine.” 

– NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg, speaking at a joint press conference with 
President Petro Poroshenko of Ukraine following their meeting on October 20 in 
Brussels.

Ukraine’s most influential woman targeted by political opponents
by Zenon Zawada

KYIV – The governor of the National 
Bank of Ukraine (NBU), Valeria Gontareva, 
is Ukraine’s most influential woman, 
according to a survey released two weeks 
ago. Yet she’s also being targeted for dis-
missal as part of a campaign being led by 
another powerful Ukrainian woman, oppo-
sition leader Yulia Tymoshenko. 

The former prime minister joined oli-
garch Serhiy Taruta, also a national deputy, 
in attempting on October 17 to register a 
parliamentary resolution to dismiss Ms. 
Gontareva and launch a temporary investi-
gative committee related to the National 
Bank’s failure to return money to deposi-
tors in banks that collapsed after the Euro-
Maidan, in addition to alleged crimes.

“The living standards of people have fall-
en, 80 banks were destroyed and the inter-
est on business loans has grown to 30 per-
cent. A nuclear bomb to liquidate the econ-
omy of our state is practically in her hands,” 
Ms. Tymoshenko told the Verkhovna Rada 
the next day. 

The political attack came as the opposi-
tion, led by Ms. Tymoshenko, continues to 
search for a lightning rod to rally the public 
against an unpopular president. Although 
she led a campaign to criticize the govern-
ment over utility rate hikes this year, it 
failed to produce a mass protest campaign.

 Criticizing the Ukrainian president – 
who’s now a wartime commander-in-chief 
– is not nearly as effective as striking at 
members of his close circle and holding 
them responsible for the country’s eco-
nomic troubles, observers said. 

On November 1, national deputies of Ms. 
Tymoshenko’s party, Batkivshchyna, asked 
the National Anti-Corruption Bureau to 
investigate allegations of corruption on the 
part of Ms. Gontareva.

“Tymoshenko recently was in Washington, 
where she has American lobbyists, and she 

understood that it wouldn’t be entirely con-
venient to criticize Poroshenko. But it’s 
convenient to criticize Gontareva, who is 
quite close to the president,” said Taras 
Berezovets, a political expert at the 
Ukrainian Institute for the Future. He 
added that Mr. Taruta has a personal 
grudge against Ms. Gontareva.

Indeed, the campaign against the central 
bank chief began when Mr. Taruta – whose 
fortune was estimated at $137 million in 
2016 by the focus.ua news site– arrived at 
the annual meeting of the International 
Monetary Fund held in Washington on 
October 7-9 with booklets that were dis-
tributed among attendees.

Titled “Hontareva: A Threat to the 
Economic Security of Ukraine,” the 32-page 
pamphlet alleged among other things that 
Ms. Gontareva (as her name is spelled on 
the NBU website) ruined public trust in the 
banking system by allowing certain banks 
to be forced to shut down while propping 
up others that were supposed to be shut 

but were allowed to operate because they 
were favored.

While funds from the closed banks were 
alleged to have been transferred to the 
State Deposit Guaranty Fund to compen-
sate depositors, this fund continues to lack 
money for that task, implying incompe-
tence at minimum, the brochure alleged. 

It also accuses Ms. Gontareva of ruining 
foreign investment by failing to lift the cur-
rent strict limits on capital flows, while also 
failing to create conditions in which banks 
could have the ability to lend at reasonable 
interest rates, lower than 20 percent. 

The brochure drew immediate criticism 
from the National Bank’s press service, 
which issued a press release on October 14 
characterizing it as a “collection of false, 
provocative and distorted information and 
unfounded aсcusations against a state offi-
cial of corrupt activity, the collapse of the 
banking system and threatening Ukraine’s 
economic security.”

Instead of the nation’s interests, oli-
garchs like Mr. Taruta are concerned about 

“their own greedy interests, in the path of 
which came the National Bank, which 
closed banks that extended loans to their 
businesses for decades and removed bil-
lions of hryvni from the country’s econo-
my,” the National Bank’s release said, while 
suggesting that Mr. Taruta could be prose-
cuted for interfering in the activity of a 
state official and state treason.

On the one hand, the brochure inappro-
priately shifts much of the blame for the 
failed economy to Ms. Gontareva for things 
that no chief of the National Bank could 
have possibly influenced, said Alexander 
Paraschiy, the head of research at Concorde 
Capital investment company in Kyiv.

For instance, it was the fault of oligarchs 
that they failed to use their refinancing 
loans to save their banks from going bust, he 
said. To blame her for economic trouble 
such as inflation and devaluation is ques-
tionable, he said, considering Ukraine was in 
an unparalleled situation of being militarily 

National Bank of Ukraine Governor 
Valeria Gontareva.

NBU

(Continued on page 13)

(Continued on page 13)
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Recognition Committee, Michael Hantzsch, 
in presenting the medals and awards.

At the banquet, Minister of Foreign 
Affairs Stéphane Dion led a toast to Ukraine, 
and Ukraine’s Ambassador to Canada, 
Andriy Shevchenko, led a toast to Canada. 
Minister of Public Safety Ralph Goodale 
brought greetings on behalf of the govern-
ment of Canada, and Member of Parliament 
Andrew Scheer (Regina-Qu’Appelle) 
brought greetings on behalf of Her Majesty’s 
Loyal Opposition. Vice Prime Minister 
Vyacheslav Kyrylenko brought greetings on 
behalf of the government of Ukraine.

125th anniversary national gala 

A national gala showcase celebrating 125 
years of Ukrainian immigration to Canada 
was presented on Friday, September 30, at 
the Conexus Arts Center. The concert fea-
tured over 160 talented musicians and 
dancers from across Canada including 
Edmonton and Calgary, Alberta; Winnipeg, 
Manitoba; Saskatoon and Regina, 
Saskatchewan; Ottawa; Montreal; and 
Toronto; as well as New York City. 

Congress sessions

The first day of the triennial Congress of 
Ukrainian Canadians opened with Engage-
Inspire-Empower presentations on a series 
of ongoing, new and important community 
projects honoring and commemorating the 
past.

The XXV Congress was officially opened 
by President Trischuk, of the Saskatchewan 
Provincial Council of the UCC. Greg 
Ottenbreit, Saskatchewan’s minister respon-
sible for rural and remote health, brought 
greetings on behalf of the provincial govern-
ment, and Canada’a Minister of Public Safety 
Goodale brought greetings on behalf of 
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau. 

Mr. Goodale stated, “In Canada, support-
ing Ukraine is a non-partisan issue that 
transcends our political divisions. Canada 
shares a special bond with Ukraine, and has 
been enriched by the many accomplish-
ments of Ukrainian-Canadians. All 
Canadians support a free, secure, democrat-
ic, prosperous and successful Ukraine.”

Ukraine’s First Vice Prime Minister and 
Minister of Economic Development and 
Trade Stepan Kubiv and Vice Prime Minister 
Kyrylenko addressed the XXV Congress on 
behalf of Ukraine’s government.

“Today, Ukraine is united. The president, 
government and Parliament are working 
together on important and complex 
reforms. We have begun systemic changes 
in the country, achieved economic stabiliza-
tion and GDP growth,” stated Minister 
Kubiv. “Ukraine is demonstrating decisive-
ness in the reform process. That is why the 
support of Canada’s Ukrainian community 

is so needed and so valuable. Thanks to this 
support, we will triumph in the battle for a 
worthy future for Ukraine.” 

Following the opening ceremony, the 
congress delegates adopted the program, 
elected the Resolutions Committee, 
approved the Minutes of the 2013 con-
gress, and heard the reports of the 
Verification, Nominations, Finance and 
Audit committees.

At lunch, Canada’s Minister of 
International Trade Chrystia Freeland deliv-
ered a passionate and moving keynote 
address to the Congress. “Canada is deter-
mined to support the Ukrainian people as 
they work to build a more secure, stable and 
prosperous Ukraine,” she stated. “Our new 
Free Trade Agreement will help create eco-
nomic growth and more jobs for Ukrainians 
and Canadians, especially for the middle 
class and those working hard to join it.”

UCC National President Grod then deliv-
ered his report, highlighting the UCC’s 
accomplishments over the past three years, 
as well as the work of its member organiza-
tions that function in all areas of Ukrainian 
community life in Canada – education, 
health, youth engagement, service groups 
and caring for our elderly. Mr. Grod also 
underlined the UCC’s role in supporting the 
people and government of Ukraine as 
Ukraine battles Russia’s aggression and 
undertakes a comprehensive reforms pro-
cess.

In the afternoon, breakout sessions 
focused on developing priorities, strategies 
and future direction for the UCC. The 
themes included: Is Ukraine Open for 
Business?; Ukrainian Education in Canada; 
Effective Communications Strategies for the 
Ukrainian Community; Best Practices in 
Not-for-Profit Governance; Giving Voice to 
Ukrainian Canadian Stories – Kobzar 
Award Winners.

Canada’s new support for Ukraine

On the second day of the congress, 
October 1, Minister Dion announced that 
Canada will provide up to $8.1 million in 
new funding to support the National Police 
of Ukraine. The new funding includes:

• up to $6.6 million over three years in 
support of a Police Training Assistance 
Project for Ukraine, including up to $100,000 
for monitoring and evaluation activities, to 
support cadet and leadership training, out-
reach and public engagement activities, and 
the development of a police academy;

• up to $1.5 million toward the Ukraine 
Police Equipment Project to better equip 
the National Police of Ukraine, thereby 
transforming it into a more effective police 
service; and

• up to $40,000 through the Ukrainian 
Canadian Congress’s Ukraine Appeal, which 
collected funds for shipping and logistics to 
adapt vehicles, paramedic equipment and 
expertise to share with the conflict-affected 
people of Eastern Ukraine.

 Minister Dion stated: “Canada stands 
strongly with the people of Ukraine. We are 
working closely with the National Police of 
Ukraine to transform Ukraine’s police ser-
vice into an effective, accountable and com-
munity-focused institution that embodies 
public trust. Today’s announcement dem-
onstrates our unwavering commitment to 
Ukraine and our encouragement of its 
efforts to counter corruption and secure 
sustainable reform.”

In his address to the congress delegates, 
Mr. Dion said: “Canada will stand shoulder 
to shoulder with Ukraine. Our bond is his-
toric; our bond is durable. We will stand 
shoulder to shoulder to support Ukraine in 
its quest for a secure, stable and prosper-
ous country that could serve as a model in 
the region and become in itself the best 

rebuke to [Russian president Vladimir] 
Putin’s attempts to determine its future.”

Second day of congress sessions

The second day of the Congress began 
with a plenary session on “Post-Maidan 
Ukraine: Battling the Russian Invasion while 
Reforming Ukraine’s Government,” during 
which Ministers Kubiv and Kyrylenko were 
joined by video conference from Kyiv by 
Canada’s Ambassador to Ukraine Roman 
Waschuk and Former Minister of Finance of 
Ukraine Natalia Jaresko. The panel addressed 
successes and challenges in the reform pro-
cess in Ukraine, and outlined what we can 
do to help shape the new Ukraine.

Two rounds of breakout sessions fol-
lowed the morning plenary; presenters and 
delegates focused on developing priorities, 
strategies and future directions for the UCC 
in such realms as youth and newcomer 
engagement; Ukrainian Canadian arts and 
culture; immigration; fund-raising; historical 
commemoration; and community advocacy.

Final day of congress

On the third and final day of the con-
gress,  on October 2,  Minister of 
Employment, Workforce Development and 
Labor MaryAnn Mihychuk addressed the 
Congress. “Under the Labor Chapter of the 
new Free Trade Agreement signed this 
summer between Canada and Ukraine, I 
will be working with my Ukrainian coun-
terparts to ensure labor standards in both 
our countries meet international commit-
ments,” Minister Mihychuk stated. 

“I also want to recognize the hard work 
of John Holuk, who’s been working with me 
over the last 10 months to get 10 ambu-
lances, donated by Canadian provinces, 
over to Ukraine to provide critical aid to 
people in the war-torn areas. I also want to 
tell you that I am committed to following 
up on that aid with more support for train-
ing on the ground,” the minister added.

Representatives of the UCC had the 
opportunity to meet with Minister Mihychuk 
on the margins of the congress. During the 
meeting, they discussed labor standards and 
the CUFTA, as well as the possibility of 
Canada providing experts and sharing best 
practices in the field of mine safety. They also 
discussed increasing the participation of 
Ukrainian citizens in Canada’s Temporary 
Foreign Workers’ Program.

A delegation of Ukrainian Canadian com-
munity leaders also had the opportunity 
during the congress to meet with Foreign 
Affairs Minister Dion. They discussed the 
current situation in Ukraine and Canada’s 
support for Ukraine’s sovereignty and terri-
torial integrity; Canada’s security and mili-
tary support, including Operation UNIFIER, 
and the reforms process. Mr. Grod thanked 
Minister Dion for the Canada government’s 
announcement of new funding to support 
reform of the National Police in Ukraine 
and for its ongoing diplomatic and practical 
support for Ukraine. 

(Continued from page 1)

Saskatchewan...

Ukrainian World Congress President Eugene Czolij (left) swears in newly re-elected 
UCC National President Paul Grod.

Norbert K. Iwan

Presentation on CIUS anniversary at the Congress of Ukrainian Canadians
CIUS

EDMONTON, Alberta – On Saturday, 
October 1, Jars Balan, coordinator, Kule 
Ukrainian Canadian Studies Center; 
Bohdan Klid, assistant director of the 
Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Studies; 
Volodymyr Kravchenko, CIUS director; and 
Alla Nedashkivska, director of the 
Ukrainian Language Education Center; 
spoke at a session titled “40th Anniversary 
of the Canadian Institute of Ukrainian 
Studies: Past Present and Future,” before an 
audience of delegates and guests of the 
25th Congress of Ukrainian Canadians, held 
in Regina, Saskatchewan. 

The session was chaired by Dr. Roman 
Yereniuk from the University of Manitoba. 
Dr. Kravchenko spoke on the founding of 

CIUS, the challenges it faces and vision for 
the future; Mr. Balan on his early years at 
CIUS and some of its early publications, 
focusing on Ukrainians in Canada; Dr. 
Nedashkivska on the work of the Ukrainian 
Language Education Center in support of 
Ukrainian language education (including 
the bilingual program), as well as on 
research in this area; Dr. Klid on some of 
the lesser known activities of CIUS in sup-
port of the development of Ukrainian schol-
arship, both in Canada and in Ukraine.

The conclave of the Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress was attended by four ministers of 
the Canadian government – Chrystia 
Freeland (International Trade), Stéphane 
Dion (Foreign Affairs), Ralph Goodale Presenters on the Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Studies at the XXV triennial 

Congress of Ukrainian Canadians (from left): Volodymyr Kravchenko, Jars Balan, 
Alla Nedashkivska, Bohdan Klid and Roman Yereniuk.

CIUS

(Continued on page 8)
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It’s that time of year when our community activities are in full swing in our 
respective “hromady.” The kids are back in school, the scouts are at their meetings, 
the dancers are attending their lessons, our organizations are holding their regular 
meetings, sports teams are busy at practices... There are scores of activities and 
events taking place in our communities: festivals, anniversary celebrations, lectures, 
concerts, fund-raising events, conferences and more. Sometimes it’s hard to find 
some free time!

These things don’t just happen on their own, magically appearing out of thin air. 
They are organized and supported by someone. Usually those “someones” in our 
Ukrainian American community are volunteers. Indeed, we’ve come to depend on 
their dedication, selflessness and kindness. But do we ourselves pitch in to help?

It must also be noted that many of these happenings are made possible by the 
financial support or in-kind contributions of organizations and institutions within 
our community. And we’ve come to not only depend on these types of donations, but 
we expect them. As if we’re somehow entitled! But are we ourselves supporters of 
such organizations and institutions by way of membership?

You know those Ukrainian scout meetings your children attend? Surely you real-
ize that the scoutmasters are unpaid, that they conduct these activities because of 
their own worthwhile experiences in the organization as a way of paying it forward. 
Surely you know that the dues you pay to the scout organization are practically sym-
bolic. They don’t come anywhere near to paying for such things as, say, rental of the 
space where the meetings are held each week.

How about those dance classes your kids attend. Yes, you pay a tuition fee for 
them. But do you realize that those classes could not be held if it wasn’t for a 
Ukrainian center that is the venue? Do you support that center with your own mem-
bership or contributions to support its existence? There are, after all, costs to run it 
and maintain it; furthermore, there might be a mortgage that has yet to be paid off. 
And where would we be without such facilities? 

And here are some more examples of how we take so much for granted. 
We always turn to the same organizations and institutions for financial support of 

all manner of worthwhile community endeavors. You know that wonderful festival 
your community just held? It was made possible, and successful, with the strong 
financial support of your Ukrainian credit union, among other sponsors. You know 
that great cultural event you just attended? The program book was printed by the 
Ukrainian National Association (a fraternal society that is this newspaper’s publish-
er) as its tangible donation to the event’s success. We could go on and on. The ques-
tion is: Are you a member of that credit union? Of the UNA? The reason we ask is 
because these entities would not be able to do what they do to support our commu-
nity without our membership.

Given all of the foregoing, then, the real question is to ask yourself is this: Are you 
simply a user or are you a partner in our Ukrainian community life?

The Ukrainian Weekly

Forty years ago, on November 9, 1976, following the signing 
of the Helsinki Final Act on August 1, 1975, by representatives of 
the Soviet Union, the United States, Canada and 33 European 
states, the Ukrainian Helsinki Group was formed. The founding 
members were Oles Berdnyk, Petro Grigorenko, Ivan Kandyba, 
Lev Lukianenko, Oksana Meshko, Mykola Matusevych, Oleksii 

Tykhy, Nina Strokata and Mykola Rudenko.
From its early days, the group had been targeted by the Soviet regime and all of its found-

ing members were sentenced to exile or imprisonment. At the end of 1979, six members of 
the group were forced to emigrate, while other dissidents were forced to remain in the Soviet 
Union. Others were detained in psychiatric hospitals or prison camps. In 2004, the Ukrainian 
Helsinki Human Rights Union was established as a public human rights organization.

Most notably, the Helsinki Final Act required the Soviet Union to abide by the United 
Nations Universal Declaration of Human Rights of December 10, 1948. The Helsinki 
Accords also opened up legal avenues for dissidents behind the Iron Curtain to fight 
against human rights violations and to speak out for national rights.

Ukraine was at the forefront of the freedom movement among the former Soviet Union 
nations, and similar Helsinki groups began to appear in Lithuania, Georgia, Armenia and 
even in Russia.

On November 10, 2006, the 30th anniversary of the Ukrainian Group’s founding was 
marked with a banquet at the Smoloskyp publishing house in Kyiv.  In attendance were 12 
of the 41 original Ukrainian Helsinki Group members.

“For the first time after decades of repression, such a small group of Ukrainian intelligen-
tsia organized and told the world about their own people’s lack of liberty and lack of rights,” 
said Vasyl Ovsienko, a member of the group since 1978. “In this sense, the Helsinki movement 
was much more important for Ukraine than those peoples who had their own nationhood.”

During the commemorative event, Osyp Zinkewych and Mr. Ovsienko presented a new 
publication about the Ukrainian Helsinki Group. The book contains a history as well as key 
documents, biographies, photographs and articles about the group’s activity in Ukraine 
and in the West, with special focus on Washington. 

Those remaining members of the Ukrainian Helsinki Group spoke during the 30th anni-
versary event and expressed disappointment with the apathy and indifference among 
Ukrainians in 2006.

”Those who began acting in the 1950s and 1960s didn’t get discouraged, even though 
they were only a handful,” said Mykhailo Horyn, a former Soviet political prisoner. “We 
need to continue creating the Ukrainian nation and assisting in its rebirth.”

Source: “30th anniversary of Ukrainian Helsinki Group marked in Kyiv,” by Olena Labunka, 
The Ukrainian Weekly, November 26, 2006.

Nov.
9

1976

Turning the pages back...

“Engaging a belligerent Russia 
through deterrence,” commentary by 
Paul Grod, national president of the 
Ukrainian Canadian Congress and vice-
president of the Ukrainian World 
Congress, published October 26 in The 
Hill Times, Canada’s politics and govern-
ment newsweekly (https://www.hill-
times.com/…/engaging-belligerent-
russ…/85160):

…Every day, Russian and proxy forces in 
the occupied territories of eastern Ukraine 
shell Ukrainian military positions and civil-
ian areas in towns along the front. Every 
day, Ukrainian soldiers fight and die to 
defend their country. …

In Crimea, any opposition to Russia’s 
occupation is brutally repressed. The indig-
enous Crimean Tatar people, ethnic 
Ukrainians, religious minorities, and any-
one courageous enough to speak out 
against the occupation are systematically 
targeted and imprisoned by the Russian 
occupation authorities. …

In Syria, Russia has conducted a savage 

bombing campaign against civilians in the 
besieged city of Aleppo in support of 
Putin’s monstrous comrade, Syrian 
President Bashar al-Assad, murdering 
women and children, destroying hospitals, 
and obliterating the city’s infrastructure. …

At the U.N., Russia has abused its veto at 
the Security Council to prevent any prog-
ress towards peace in Ukraine or Syria. …

All of these Russian actions, and many 
more, point to an obvious fact: Putin’s 
Russia is not interested in being part of a 
peaceful global community. …

Putin has shown time and again that any 
agreements or accords reached with Russia 
are not worth the paper on which they are 
written. …

The reality is that we do not have a part-
ner in Putin’s Russia. We have a foe willing 
to use any means to undermine the existing 
international rules-based order. In order to 
deal with Putin’s Russia effectively, Western 
leaders must accept this reality and engage 
a belligerent Russia with deterrence – the 
only instrument that its leadership today 
understands.

“The Doctor Is In: Ukraine’s New 
Health Minister Already Shaking Up 
Sclerotic System,” by Michael Getto, writ-
ing on October 25 in the “New 
Atlanticist” blog of the Atlantic Council 
(http://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/
new-atlanticist/the-doctor-is-in-ukraine-s-
new-health-minister-already-shaking-up-
sclerotic-system):

Health care in Ukraine has not worked 
in the past – not for hospitals, clinics, doc-
tors or nurses, and most important, not for 
the Ukrainian people... Entrenched, bureau-
cratic and corrupt interests, wielding a 
combination of bribes, private pharmaceu-
tical deals and indifference, contribute to a 

system in which the public’s basic health 
needs are unmet. …

But change is already under way. Acting 
Minister of Health Ulana Suprun… canceled 
Decree 33, the perverse Soviet-era directive 
that based hospital funding in Ukraine on 
the number of beds in a medical facility, as 
opposed to the flesh and blood patients 
who need care and attention. ...

Second, Dr. Suprun persuaded the 
Cabinet to increase health care funding by 
7.5 percent over last year. Government sup-
port for health care is still not where it 
needs to be… But it is roughly at the same 
level as state spending in Central Europe 

Engaging a belligerent Russia

Shaking up health care in Ukraine

Are you a user, or a partner?
Dear Editor:

While much attention has been focused in 
recent months on Russian aggression in 
Syria and the greater Middle East, it is 
important to note that members of Congress 
have not forgotten Vladimir Putin’s war on 
Ukraine and his annexation of Crimea. 

Russia’s continuing violent behavior 
against Ukraine’s sovereign territory, and 
its people, must be considered a serious 
threat to the West. As such, we need to 
ensure that the United States continues to 
provide significant financial and military 
assistance to Ukraine and our European 
partners. Unfortunately, this support for 
Ukraine has not always been shared by the 
Obama administration.

The House of Representatives recently 
passed HR 5094, the Stability and 
Democracy (STAND) for Ukraine Act. This 
legislation further tightens sanctions on 
Russia and rejects any form of recognition 
of Russian rule over Crimea, as was 
American policy toward the 50-year Soviet 
occupation of the Baltic States. The bill also 
promotes investment in Ukraine and 
directs the State Department to implement 
a strategy to respond to Russian propagan-

da and disinformation, long overdue. 
Additionally, the Fiscal Year 2017 

Defense Appropriations bill I drafted as 
chairman of the Defense Appropriations 
Committee supports the deployment of 
additional U.S. military forces – ground 
troops, attack aircraft and naval presence – 
across Europe. My bill also includes $3.4 
billion for the European Reassurance 
Initiative (ERI), a fourfold increase from 
current funding levels. This funding builds 
on the efforts and resources that the 
Congress provided last year to shore up the 
defenses of NATO members and our non-
NATO partners in the region, including 
Ukraine, that feel most threatened by 
Russia’s actions. These dollars will contin-
ue increased capability, presence, readiness 
and responsiveness to deter further desta-
bilization in Central and Eastern Europe.

Specifically, my bill provides an addition-
al $150 million above the ERI requested 
levels in a “General Provision” for Ukraine, 
including explicit support for “lethal weap-
ons of a defensive nature.”

There must be no doubt that the United 
States is committed to our Eastern 
European allies and to Ukraine. 

Rodney Frelinghuysen
Washington

The letter-writer represents the 11th 
District of New Jersey in the U.S. Congress.

Congress hasn’t forgotten 
Putin’s war on Ukraine

 LETTER TO THE EDITOR

 IN THE PRESS

(Continued on page 8)
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Dear Editor:
Let’s cut through the hysteria and exam-

ine the facts.
Long before Vladimir Putin and Donald 

Trump exchanged compliments, Bill 
Clinton received a phone call from Mr. 
Putin in 2010 thanking him personally for 
delivering a speech for $500,000, paid by a 
Russian investment bank that was promot-
ing shares in a company that controlled 20 
percent of America’s supply of uranium, a 
critical component in nuclear weapons. 

The State Department, led by Hillary 
Clinton, signed off on the deal just two 
months after her husband’s speech, 
enabling the Russian state nuclear agency 
to not only acquire 20 percent of America’s 
uranium but also own the land in which the 
deposits are located. 

She was also secretary of state when $145 
million in donations reached the Clinton 
Foundation from the shareholders of the 
company that sold America’s uranium.

Yet that wasn’t the only money the 
Clintons raised from the Russians that result-
ed in the exchange for sensitive materials.  

Out of 28 American, European and 
Russian companies that participated in the 
transfer of classified technology to the 
Skolkovo technology park outside of 
Moscow, 17 were Clinton Foundation 
donors or paid for speeches by Mr. Clinton.

By 2014, when Russia was invading 
Ukraine, the FBI issued “an extraordinary 
warning” to several technology companies 
involved with Skolkovo. The true motives 
of the Russians is to gain access to classi-
fied, sensitive and emerging technology 
from the companies, an FBI agent warned.

John Podesta, the chairman of the 
Hillary Clinton presidential campaign, sat 
on the executive board, alongside key 
Russian officials, of an energy company 
that received the FBI’s warning. That didn’t 
stop him from accepting $35 million from a 
Putin-connected government fund.

E-mails released by Wikileaks showed 
that Mr. Podesta continued to be involved 
in the company in 2015, even after the 
Russian invasion and after claiming to be 
divested. Furthermore, Mr. Podesta is 
reported to have received $5.25 million for 
his think tank, Center for American 
Progress, through a secretive chain of enti-
ties that could lead to Russian oligarchs, 
among them Ruben Vardanyan, who sat on 
the energy company board, according to 
the Government Accountability Institute.

Hillary Clinton supporters erupted in 
outrage when Mr. Trump hired Paul 
Manafort to help run his campaign. (Is it not 
a positive signal that Mr. Trump dumped 
him after such criticism?) But their silence 
was deafening when it was revealed in late 
August that Mr. Manafort hired the Podesta 
Group to lobby on behalf of Viktor 
Yanukovych’s allies in the Party of Regions.

The Podesta Group lobbied until 2014 to 
downplay the need for a congressional res-
olution to pressure Mr. Yanukovych to 
release Yulia Tymoshenko from prison, the 
Associated Press reported. Moreover, it 
failed to file the proper paperwork, making 
the lobbying illegal.

Clinton supporters also drummed up 
hysteria about Mr. Trump being too busy to 
meet with Ukrainian President Petro 
Poroshenko. 

Yet that pales in comparison to the very 
same Mr. Podesta – having already taken 
millions as part of sensitive technology 
transfers – reacting with disinterest (as 
revealed by Wikileaks) to Victor Pinchuk’s 
pleas to get Mr. Clinton and a group of 
Western leaders to voice support for 
Ukraine as the Russian military aggression 
peaked in the winter of 2015.

Dear Editor:
On October 2, I was fortunate to take 

part in a teleconference of ethnic leaders 
with former President Bill Clinton. I posed 
the following question: “Mr. President, I 
have found Donald Trump’s praise of Putin 
to be particularly outrageous and disturb-
ing. Many in the Ukrainian American com-
munity are alarmed by this rhetoric. But, 
there are others that think Trump may 
soften his rhetoric once in office. Do you 
think Trump will continue to align with 
Russia and use anti-NATO rhetoric if he 
were elected president?”

In answering the question, President 
Clinton stated, “History shows that most 
candidates do what they say, you can’t vote 
for someone assuming they won’t do some-
thing.” The former president continued 
with an expanded answer that took into 
account the political environment that sur-
rounds the current presidential elections. 
He spoke about the “very large number of 
Republicans and non-political people who 
have spent their careers trying to advance 
American security and agreed with me,” he 
said “to protect Ukraine with an agreement 
(the Budapest Memorandum) which stated 
that Ukraine’s character and territorial 
integrity would never be compromised if 
they gave up their nuclear weapons.” 

“That agreement,” Mr. Clinton said, “Mr. 
Putin tore up.”

He continued: “…you have to be especial-
ly cautious when you are dealing with 
things like NATO, relations with Russia and 
our historical obligations to Ukraine. When 
you just look at the map, it was apparent to 
me 20 years ago, when I became president, 
that the whole future of Europe and the 
possibility of having a constructive rela-
tionship with Russia depended on what 
happened in Ukraine.” 

The former president further pointed 
out, “Mr. Trump’s pro-Putin policy, his 
cheering for the break-up of the European 
Union, his cheering for Brexit, his question-
ing our joint commitments to our NATO 
partners, these policies are more in line 
with Russia’s interest than America’s.” Mr. 
Clinton stressed, “Hillary is very strong in 
foreign policy and as you know Melanne 
Verveer, a Ukrainian American, is one of 
her closest friends, and has been one of her 
most important aides. We cannot afford to 
put Ukraine in a risky situation.” 

He warned: ”Ukrainian Americans need 
to think hard about rolling the dice. I know 
a lot of Ukrainians have traditionally voted 
Republican, but tell them that we are out-
performing every other big economy on 
earth today and this, plus the national secu-
rity concerns over Ukraine, the whole 
future of European unity and security is a 
big argument in support of Hillary and a 
huge risk to vote for Trump.” 

Ulana Baluch Mazurkevich
Philadelphia

The letter writer is co-chair ethnic liaison 
with the Hillary Clinton’s presidential cam-
paign and a member of Ukrainian 
Americans for Clinton.

Who’s truly beholden
to the Kremlin?

Bill Clinton opines
on protecting Ukraine

 LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Most of us still look at the world through 
20th century eyes. But it is already clear 
that the 21st century is very different from 
its predecessor. We must begin to look dif-
ferently at the world; we must view 
Ukraine differently too.

Since 1991, the United States has been the 
world’s only superpower. But its hegemony 
is being challenged. Latin America defies us, 
while China acts independently and even 
harmfully. Southwest Asia and Africa are 
battlegrounds for the forces of radical anti-
Western Islam. Even some European states 
resist American dominance. The challeng-
ers’ self-appointed champion is Vladimir 
Putin’s Russia, which seeks to regain the 
fear and respect that its former superpow-
er status once commanded. 

Some would say these are understand-
able reactions to American pushiness. In 
his classic “Jihad vs. McWorld” (1995, 
2001), Benjamin Barber argues that the 
global power of largely unregulated multi-
national corporations, many of them origi-
nating in the United States, provokes radi-
cal Islam, each feeding on the other in a 
relationship of unending mutual recrimina-
tion. Consequently, our government and its 
allies have been “protecting our interests” 
around the world with ceaseless violence. 
Ukrainian Americans generally approve of 
U.S. global interventionism because they 
believe it protects Ukraine. They also 
believe it furthers freedom and democracy. 
So, apparently, do many people in Ukraine.

To be sure, most Ukrainians look first to 
Europe. But Europe is in crisis – a crisis of 
liberal democracy, which seems unable to 
maintain its ideals in the face of a massive 
influx of mostly Islamic refugees from war-
torn and poverty-stricken Asia and Africa, 
whose youthful and prolific masses threat-
en to overwhelm an infertile, aging native 
European population. While, historically, 
such migrants have assimilated to the high-
er culture of the receiving countries, 
Europe’s declining civilization seems to 
lack the strength to absorb them. As 
Myroslav Marynovych recently put it, “the 
wider paradigm in which the world has 
functioned up to now is becoming exhaust-
ed. Faith in the effectiveness of the modus 
vivendi that has existed until now is failing, 
but the formula for a new faith has not yet 
ripened.” (Marynovych, “Shcho vidbuvaiet-
sia z nynishnim svitom?” Patriyarkhat, No. 
4 [456], 2016, p. 10) 

Why is liberal democratic Europe in 
decline? Some cite its detachment from its 
Judeo-Christ ian roots .  Since the 
Enlightenment, it is argued, the logic of lib-
eralism has led inevitably to a renunciation 
of Europe’s religious heritage. As in 
America, the secular state could function 
successfully only so long as its society 
remained committed to Christianity. But as 
secularism permeated the culture, society 
became morally disoriented. The expansion 
and multiplication of individual rights at the 
expense of responsibilities, and in defiance 
of moral norms and common sense, has cre-
ated a culture in both Europe and the 
United States where personal rights trump 
the common good, and even truth itself. One 
controversial example is the redefinition of 
marriage and the family. Since the family is 
the basic building block of society, its refor-
mulation will likely entail a profound social 
transformation; its disappearance would 
remove one more buffer between the state 

and the individual. That such redefinitions 
can result in new forms of oppression is an 
unsurprising paradox of a secular liberalism 
which, taken to its logical conclusions, con-
tradicts itself. In a recent interview, conser-
vative author George Weigel argued that 
today’s radically secularized form of liberal-
ism ends with the destruction of belief in 
reason and the rule of law. (“Patriyarkhat,” 
No. 4 [456], 2016, pp. 7-9, at 8)

But leading the charge against secular 
liberalism is none other than Putinist 
Russia, incongruously wedded to traditions 
of Orthodox Christianity and atheistic 
Stalinism, followed by a motley throng of 
authoritarian demagogues, nationalist 
revanchists and religious fundamentalists. 

So where in this bewildering picture do 
we find Ukraine? At first glance, it seems a 
mere footnote to the ongoing world narra-
tive, a mostly flat indefensible territory 
inhabited by dreamers, some longing for a 
protective Russia that never was, others 
aspiring to a civilized Europe that no lon-
ger is. Doomed by geography to Russian 
hegemony, the Ukrainians persist in 
appealing to a West that largely ignores 
them, except as a source of cheap human 
and material resources, or as a diplomatic 
bargaining chip.

Yet Ukraine is also a microcosm of 
today’s world. It is a place of encounter 
between Cathol ic  and Orthodox 
Christianity, between the Latin and 
Byzantine-Slavonic cultural spheres, and 
among Christianity, Judaism and Islam. It is 
a proving ground where one can compare 
the effects of oligarchic, corporate, coopera-
tive and individual capitalism. It is a vantage 
point for evaluating Russian authoritarian-
ism and Western democracy. It is a socio-
cultural arena where traditionalism com-
petes with modernity. It is a haven for refu-
gees from war and occupation. Ukraine is 
thus a laboratory where a “formula for a 
new faith” can be sought to replace the 
failed panacea of secular liberalism.

Mr. Marynovych believes that, to survive 
its encounter with Russia, Ukraine needs “a 
new civilizational alternative.” That requires 
“the mobilization of its own Ukrainian intel-
lectual  and spiritual  resources.” 
(Marynovych, p. 12). What would this new 
paradigm look like? First of all, Ukrainians 
must find a coherent philosophical basis for 
their civil and political order. They could 
start by looking beyond the facile dichoto-
mies of Left and Right, liberal and conserva-
tive, and seek the true aim of politics. Next, 
they need to rebalance nation, community 
and the individual. Other features suggest 
themselves: freedom and democracy not for 
their own sake but as means for the com-
mon good, solidarity and cooperation, as 
well as competition, responsible steward-
ship of nature and sustainable use of 
resources, the equitable distribution of 
means of production and opportunities for 
economic enterprise, and an economy 
based on human needs rather than con-
sumerism. These are not new ideas, just 
good ideas that have been largely ignored. 
Ukrainians may come up with better ones. 
As long as they rely on their own intelli-
gence and resources, they will find their 
way. They might even set an example for 
the West. 

In search of a new paradigm

Andrew Sorokowski can be reached at 
andrewsorokowski@gmail.com.

Now the FBI has confirmed this week 
that its investigations of Mr. Trump, 
launched in the summer, have uncovered no 
ties to the Kremlin. Nothing. Nichoho. Zero.

Voters should consider that the Clintons 
and Mr. Podesta have far more question-
able ties to the Kremlin, possibly criminal, 
than Mr. Trump and his entourage.

Zenon Zawada 
Kyiv
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UCCA

PASSAIC, N.J. – U.S. Congressman Bill 
Pascrell (D-N.J.) received the Shevchenko 
Freedom Award, the highest accolade 
awarded by the Ukrainian Congress 
Committee of America (UCCA), the nation’s 
largest representation of Ukrainians in 
America, on November 2. 

Established in 1962, the award named in 
honor of Ukraine’s poet-laureate and nation-
al hero Taras Shevchenko is bestowed upon 
individuals, Ukrainians and non-Ukrainians 
alike, who have dedicated their time and 
effort to realize Shevchenko’s prophetic aspi-
rations and the goal of freedom for Ukraine. 

Rep. Pascrell was chosen as a recipient 
due to his deep understanding and ongoing 
support for the Ukrainian American com-
munity and the Ukrainian nation. 

The UCCA’s immediate past president, 
Tamara Olexy, UCCA Executive Secretary 
Marie Duplak, and the director of the 
Ukrainian National Information Service, 
Michael Sawkiw Jr., along with members of 
the UCCA Passaic branch, presented the 
award to the legislator in his district office 
in Passaic, N.J. 

A member of the Congressional Ukrainian 
Caucus, Rep. Pascrell has been an outspoken 
supporter of Ukraine’s independence and 
territorial integrity, initiating legislation sup-
porting Ukraine on numerous occasions. 

The Shevchenko Freedom Award 
bestowed on Congressman Pascrell recog-
nizes “his keen understanding and close 
working relationship with the Ukrainian 
American community and his commitment 
to Ukraine’s territorial integrity and 
strengthening U.S.-Ukraine relations.”

Ukrainian community of Delaware 
confers with Sen. Chris Coons

Rep. Bill Pascrell receives  
UCCA’s highest honor

UNIS

WASHINGTON – Representatives of 
Delaware’s Ukrainian American community 
organizations met with Sen. Chris Coons 
(D-Del.) on Tuesday, October 19. The sena-
tor, a member of the Senate Foreign 
Relations and Appropriations committees, 
traveled to Ukraine on a congressional dele-
gation in August and requested to meet with 
community leaders to discuss his findings. 

The meeting was organized by Mark 
Murowany, a Ukrainian American activist in 
the Delware community. Community lead-
ers present included: the Rev. Volodymyr 
Klanitchka, pastor, St . Nicholas Ukrainian 
Catholic Church; Father Andrew Molewski, 
pastor, St. Hedwig’s Roman Catholic 
Church; Eugene Serba, auditor, Ukainian 
National Association; Michael Sawkiw Jr., 
director, Ukrainian National Information 
Service, the Washington public affairs 
bureau of the Ukrainian Congress 
Committee of America; Larissa Kyj, presi-
dent, United Ukrainian American Relief 
Relief Committee; and George Pazuniak, a 
local attorney. 

Sen. Coons and his staff members Cristy 
Gleason and Tyler Rivera briefed the repre-
sentatives about the congressional trip, 
which included stops in the Czech Republic, 
Estonia, Ukraine and Iceland. The congres-
sional delegation also included two addi-
tional senators and two representatives: 
Sens. Bill Nelson (D-Fla) and Gary Peters 
(D-Mich), and Reps. Charlie Dent (R-Pa.) 
and Patrick Meehan (R-Pa.). The bipartisan 
delegation met with U.S. Ambassador to 
Ukraine Geoffrey Pyatt, various Ukrainian 
government officials, including officials 
from the Ukrainian National Guard, and 
civic organizations. 

The delegation expressed complete sup-
port for the reform efforts undertaken by 
the Ukrainian government and welcomed 
steps that have been taken by the govern-
ment to eliminate corruption, including 
revamping the police force and establishing 

the National Anti-Corruption Bureau of 
Ukraine. 

While systematic reform is difficult in a 
country enveloped with endemic corrup-
tion, the overriding issue remains the inva-
sion of eastern Ukraine and the illegal 
annexation of the Crimea peninsula by the 
Russian Federation, according to the dele-
gation’s findings. 

Ukrainian community representatives 
thanked Sen. Coons for the opportunity to 
meet and initiate a discussion about a U.S. 
course of action for Ukraine. Issues of reli-
gious plurality in Ukraine, as well as the 
suppression of religious freedoms in 
Russian-occupied territories of Ukraine 
were discussed. 

UNIS Director Sawkiw advocated the 
need for increased economic and military 
assistance to Ukraine, as well as expansion 
of programs with Ukraine’s vibrant civic 
society. Mr. Sawkiw requested the senator’s 
support for a Senate version of the STAND 
for Ukraine Act, which was recently passed 
by unanimous consent in the House of 
Representatives. In addition, the UNIS direc-
tor mentioned the need for a Welles 
Declaration for Crimea. The Welles 
Declaration was a U.S. policy of non-recogni-
tion of the forced incorporation of the three 
Baltic states into the Soviet Union. A similar 
declaration for Crimea would solidify U.S. 
policy to uphold the same standards until 
Crimea is rightfully returned to Ukraine.

Dr. Kyj requested the senator’s support 
for desperately needed humanitarian assis-
tance. The senator mentioned the congres-
sional delegation’s meeting with Acting 
Minister of Health Ulana Suprun (a 
Ukrainian American from Michigan). 
Humanitarian assistance in Ukraine takes 
many forms – reform of the medical system, 
aid to 2 million internally displaced persons, 
and rapid response for soldiers battling on 
the front lines in eastern Ukraine. 

The Rev. Klanitchka presented the sena-
tor and his staff with pysanky on behalf of 
the community representatives .

Delaware’s Ukrainian American community representatives meet with Sen. Chris 
Coons (from left): the Rev. Volodymyr Klanitchka, George Pazuniak, Father Andrew 
Molewski, Sen. Coons, Mark Murowany, Larissa Kyj, Michael Sawkiw Jr. and 

Eugene Serba.

(Public Safety) and MaryAnn Mihychuk 
(Employment, Workforce Development 
and Labor), who all spoke before the 
assembled delegates and guests. Of particu-
lar interest was the reference of Ministers 
Freeland and Dion to multiculturalism, and 
of the key role played by Ukrainian 
Canadians in the adoption of the policy of 

multiculturalism by the late Prime Minister 
Pierre Elliot Trudeau. The principle of a 
multicultural Canada was later entrenched 
in its Constitution. 

The input of Ukrainian Canadians in 
helping define Canadian identity was thus 
acknowledged. CIUS noted its pride that its 
founding director, Dr. Manoly Lupul, played 
a leading role in the politics of multicultur-
alism, especially in its incorporation into 
the Canadian Charter of Rights and 
Freedoms.

(Continued from page 5)

Presentation...

and the Baltics, and is approaching a level 
sufficient to meet Ukrainians’ health care 
priorities...

Third, the ministry is reforming the way 
vaccines are procured in Ukraine. ...vaccine 
procurement by international partners to 

combat polio, tuberculosis and other dis-
eases – supervised by the new team at the 
Ministry of Health – has already saved 
more than 800 million hrv, about $30 mil-
lion. That money can be used to purchase 
twice as many vaccines as before. ...

The preliminary results from the new 
team at the Ministry of Health are a wel-
come sign as the country continues to 
move toward Europe.

(Continued from page 6)

Shaking up...

Rep. Bill Pascrell (D-N.J.) is presented the Shevchenko Freedom Award by UCCA 
Executive Secretary Marie Duplak and the UCCA’s immediate past president, 

Tamara Olexy.

UCCA
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Rector of Ukrainian Catholic University receives 2016 Antonovych Award
by Yaro Bihun

WASHINGTON – The Omelan and Tatiana 
Antonovych Foundation honored the Rev. 
Bohdan Prach, rector of the Ukrainian 
Catholic University in Lviv, with its 2016 
award for his work in documenting “the 
Golgotha of the Ukrainian Catholic clergy.”

Announcing the new laureate on 
November 22 at its annual award presenta-
tion ceremony at the Embassy of Ukraine in 
Washington, the foundation singled out the 
Rev. Prach’s latest accomplishment: the 
publication of his monumental two-volume 
work: “The Clergy of the Peremyshl 
Eparchy and the Apostolic Administration 
of Lemkivshchyna.”

The first volume (721 pages) presents 
biographical studies, with photographs, 
covering the period of that area’s changing 
Soviet, Polish and German occupations 
between 1939 and 1989. The second vol-
ume (851 pages) is a collection of selected 
documents, other materials and photo-
graphs, from 1939 through 1950.

In describing the award committee’s 
decision, Dr. Martha Bohachevsky Chomiak, 

who chairs the committee, noted that – as 
committee member Dr. Andrew Lewycky 
pointed out during their discussion – the 
foundation’s objectives can be described in 
three words: “authenticity, integrity and 
quality.” And the foundation searched for 
these principles in selecting the top candi-
date for this year’s award, she said.

“Today’s laureate represents these crite-
ria completely.” The Rev. Prach searched for, 
gathered, organized and deciphered those 
valuable materials that will be useful for 
many scholars and writers in the future, 
she said. “He serves God, serves Ukrainians 
and all mankind.”

Accepting the award – and the $10,000 
check that accompanied it – the Rev. Prach 
noted that the time has come when 
Ukrainians can now inform themselves and 
the world about the “hellish repressions” 
their country experienced under the Nazis, 
Poles and Soviets.

“Before, we knew generalities but lacked 
the details,” he said, adding that now there is 
hope and that he and others are now focus-
ing on some of Ukraine’s other eparchies.

The Rev. Prach thanked the Antonovych 
Foundation and others for helping them in 

this effort, stressing that “Ukraine needs 
your help.”

Representing the Ukrainian Embassy at 
the event – with Ambassador Valery Chaly 
being away in Ukraine – his charge 
d’affaires, Counselor Oksana Shulyar, wel-
comed the leaders of the Antonovych 
Foundation and the Rev. Prach, and 
thanked them for their continuing work in 
preserving and restoring Ukraine’s cultural 
and historical heritages. She urged them to 
continue their focus on Ukraine and its peo-
ple, who are still fighting for their freedom 
and independence.

Ms. Shulyar pointed out that, during the 
celebration of the 25th anniversary of 
Ukraine’s independence, the Antonovych 
Foundation was honored with Ukraine’s 
Order of Merit (third degree) for the many 
years of the foundation’s work.

The foundation’s director, Dr. Ihor 
Voyevidka, who was there to accept that 
award, thanked Ukraine for the Order of 
Merit and the Embassy for hosting the 
Antonovych Award ceremonies since 2009.

As he noted, the Rev. Bohdan Prach is 
the 69th recipient of that award since it 
was initiated in 1981, with Ukrainian poet 

Vasyl Barka as the first laureate. Since then, 
the list of honorees includes many widely 
known scholars and writers, among them 
Vasyl Stus, Lina Kostenko, Ivan Dzyuba and 
Zbigniew Brzezinski.

A few of the Antonovych laureates were 
present at that evening’s presentation, Dr. 
Voyevidka  sa id ,  point ing  to  Dr. 
Bohachevsky-Chomiak (1989), Roman 
Szporluk (2000), Bishop Borys Gudziak 
(2005), Alexandra Hnatiuk (2010), and last 
year’s recipient, Serhii Plokhy.

Omelan and Tatiana Antonovych estab-
lished their foundation in 1980, with the 
goal of advancing the study of Ukrainian 
culture. Since then, it has donated about $3 
million to help finance the development of 
many academic and cultural institutions 
and monuments in Ukraine, among them 
the reconstruction of the National 
University of Kyiv-Mohyla Academy’s main 
library, the renovation of the Vasyl Stefanyk 
Library and Artists Palace in Lviv, and the 
building of the Boykivshchyna Museum in 
Dolyna, western Ukraine, where Omelan 
Antonovych was born in 1914.

Ukrainian Catholic University Rector the Rev. Bohdan Prach (right) receives the 2016 
Antonovych Foundation award from the foundation’s president, Ihor Voyevidka (cen-

ter), and board member Andriy Lewycky.

Yaro Bihun

The Rev. Bohdan Prach, rector of the Ukrainian Catholic University in Lviv, discuss-
es the importance of the subject of his two-volume book, “The Clergy of the 
Peremyshl Eparchy and the Apostolic Administration of Lemkivshchyna” at the 
Ukrainian Embassy in Washington, where he had just been presented the Antonovych 

Foundation award for 2016.

It doesn’t matter whether it’s greenfield 
investments – new projects – or so-called 
brownfield infusions to existing assets ripe 
for development. 

Prime Minister Volodymyr Groysman 
has given him three principal mandates to 
achieve this. Mr. Bilak is to create an invest-
ment information hub to become the gov-
ernment’s main portal for where business-
es are looking to park their money. 

“Everybody has to weigh their risk-
reward ratio. There are trillions of dollars 
flowing around the world looking for yield, 
but not a lot of places to place it. So we 
need to build some momentum, we have 
got to make investors feel as comfortable as 
we can,” the attorney said. 

Within his purview, Mr. Bilak, 56, wants to 
foster a healthy sense of competition among 
Ukraine’s regions to draw investment. 

“One thing I want to do is identify cities 
of excellence. Places that welcome inves-
tors and make them feel happy, warm and 
fuzzy… Places that will use the tools that 
are available today, such as industrial 
parks,” he said. 

Besides measuring the “body tempera-
ture” of each the nation’s 25 regions, Mr. 
Bilak will start a “concierge service” to 
match investors with the projects they 

want to develop. This includes handling the 
current problems that investors face, like 
administrative issues and so-called raider 
attacks that utilize the country’s crooked 
court system to steal legitimate business 
operations. 

Despite installing fundamental reforms 
since the Euro-Maidan revolution, Ukraine 
still ranks lower than its geographical peers 
in the World Bank’s most recent “Ease of 
Doing Business” ranking, falling behind 
authoritarian Russia. 

In terms of foreign direct investment, 
Ukraine only attracted $3 billion through 
September of this year with 70 percent 
flowing into the financial sector from the 
International Monetary Fund, loan guaran-
tees from the U.S. and largesse from the 
European Union. It’s 38 percent more over 
the last 12 months, and surpasses the $300 
million that Ukraine saw enter in 2015. 

Another big obstacle that Mr. Bilak faces 
is to further reduce burdensome regula-
tions – the red tape that businesses still 
complain about. His office will join legisla-
tive working groups in Parliament and push 
for cutting at the regulatory agencies. He 
added that, “because of the composition” of 
the Verkhovna Rada, it might be difficult to 
pass needed legislation. In that case, he said, 
“anything we could do to get a Cabinet [of 
Ministers] decree or decision is something 
we’ll be looking at very carefully” in order to 
simplify the conduct of business.

Changing perceptions is a top priority as 
well. 

“There’s a lot of investment that you 
could unlock,” the career lawyer said. “If in 
a year’s time we do enough to start to 
change the perception of the country, we’ll 
succeed. I look at this as a workout of a 
massively undervalued, poorly performing 
company that we have months to put on its 
feet. It’s an ambitious project.” 

Before joining the CMS law firm, Mr. 
Bilak served for 10 years as a senior gov-
ernment expert at the United Nations 
Development Program starting in 1995. 
Having earned a law degree from McGill 
University in Montreal, he has also advised 
the Ukrainian government for 10 years. 
Issues for which he has provided guidance 
to the president, the prime minister and the 
justice minister include rule of law, anti-
corruption and regulatory issues. He also 
advised the governments of Bulgaria and 
Lithuania on rule of law issues as part of 
their EU accession process. 

Wearing more than one hat, Mr. Bilak 
also sits on the governing council, or Senate, 
of the Ukrainian Catholic University in Lviv 
and heads the Canada-Ukraine Foundation. 

The father of five children attributes his 
successful track record to staying honest in 
a deeply incorrigible country. 

“My father always said the most impor-
tant thing in your life is your integrity,” he 
said. “You could work 30 years building 

your reputation, but you could lose it in 30 
seconds. I made a decision very early on in 
my career in Ukraine that I would be totally 
transparent in everything I do. I’ve done a 
lot of stupid things in my life, but that was a 
smart decision… I always put the cause 
first. We’re always working with the objec-
tive to help the country.”

Yet he was tempted more than once. 
“I was offered all sorts of encourage-

ments,” he added. “It’s funny, if you ever 
take a bribe, they’ll always know… When 
you’re offered a rent or reward for per-
forming a function, the first thing that goes 
through your head, is oh, my God… that’s a 
lot of money, no one will ever know. The 
most important thing in life is to maintain 
your integrity and dignity. It’s fascinating 
what goes through your head in that 
moment, but then you get a sense of revul-
sion… you don’t even want to be in the 
same room with this person because you 
feel like you’ve been sullied in some way… 
you’re always on the hook.” 

Success on the job is also buttressed by 
Ukraine’s young generation whom Mr. Bilak 
called “really savvy.”

Noting that Prime Minister Groysman is 
only 39, he said the young people who’ve 
gone into government are English-speaking, 
“putting together great presentations, are 
coming with fresh ideas, have university 
degrees from abroad – that really gives me 
hope… This is the new Ukraine.”

(Continued from page 1)

Prime minister’s...

(Continued on page 13)
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Iskra Academy and Ensemble celebrate 20 years of dance
by Roma Hadzewycz

MORRIS TOWNSHIP, N.J. – The Iskra Ukrainian Dance 
Academy and the Iskra Ukrainian Dance Ensemble that 
emerged from it, celebrated 20 years of educating young-
sters and audiences about the beauty and uniqueness of 
Ukrainian folk dance with a special presentation here at 
the College of St. Elizabeth on Sunday, October 16.

The event drew an audience of about 400 to the col-
lege’s Dolan Performance Hall, a state-of-the-art theater in 
the Convent Station section of Morris Township, N.J., that 
perfectly fit the bill for Iskra’s celebration of its milestone.

The show was performed by all five of Iskra Academy’s 
dance groups, which encompass 80 students age 6 to 18, 
and the Iskra Ensemble of advanced dancers. 

Special musical guests were operatic bass Stefan 
Szkafarowsky, accompanied by pianist Oles Kuzyszyn, who 
performed songs by Jerome Kern and Cole Porter from 
American musicals, as well as Ukrainian favorites.

Presented as “A Celebration in Dance,” the program was 
a journey through Ukraine’s various regions, as well as a 

journey in the life of a young dancer – from neophyte to 
polished performer. The numbers were introduced in a 
narration written by Iskra’s artistic director, Andriy Cybyk, 
which was read by Michael Koziupa.

The program began with the Iskra Ensemble’s signature 
“Pryvit,” or “Welcome Dance,” which took audience mem-
bers to five of Ukraine’s distinct regions: Poltava, 
Zakarpattia, Bukovyna, Volyn and Hutsulschyna via a vari-
ety of costumes, music and dance steps. 

Next came a performance by Iskra school’s youngest 
dancers (Group 1), who showed off what they’d learned as 
beginning dancers in a number called “Polkachok.” Group 2 
appeared in “Hutsul Designs,” demonstrating their intro-
duction to that style of dance. Having learned that dance 
can tell a story, Group 3 presented “Dolls,” exhibiting both 
dancing and acting skills. 

The more experienced dancers of Groups 4 and 5 fol-
lowed with their renditions of, respectively, “Kozachok,” a 
lively couples’ dance from central Ukraine; and 
“Bukovynian Circles,” showcasing that regional dance 
style’s characteristic speed and syncopations.

The Iskra Ensemble presented several dances, including 
“Bukovynian Holiday,” a story of love and courtship in that 
picturesque region of Ukraine; “Dance for Nine,” inspired 
by the choreography of the renowned Pavlo Virsky; “I Will 
Go to the Distant Hills,” a modern dance choreographed by 
Natalia Ejova as a tribute to the murdered songwriter 
Volodymyr Ivasiuk; and Gypsy Suite “Aj Romale,” present-
ing the Romani culture that transcends borders.

The ensemble’s young women performed “Laundresses 
by the Stream,” which depicts girls having fun as they do 
their chores; while the men presented “Hulianky, which 
manifests the sheer joy of dancing.

For the finale there was, of course, a Hopak. The 20th 
anniversary version brought all of Iskra’s dancers together in 
one grand number. What the audience saw was outright 
excitement about participating in, as the narration described 
it, this “quintessential Ukrainian dance” on the part of the 
youngest dancers, as well as genuine pride on the faces of 
the advanced dancers as they observed the younger stu-

Dancers of Iskra Academy and Iskra Ensemble strike the final pose of Hopak.
Nick Syzonenko

(Continued on page 11)

“Bukovynian Circles” “Polkachok”

A scene from the Gypsy Suite “Aj Romale.” Part of the all-Iskra Hopak.

Andrew Zwarych Andrew Zwarych

Christine Syzonenko Nick Syzonenko
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dents. The premiere of this dance number 
brought the audience members to their feet 
for a standing ovation. 

At the conclusion of the concert, 
Christine Syzonenko, speaking for the Iskra 
board of directors, expressed thanks to all 
the performers and those attending this 
special jubilee celebration.

As noted in the narration accompanying 
the anniversary program, Iskra was found-
ed in 1996 thanks to its “founding parents,” 
Olya Kuziw and Margaret Nycz, who “had 
great foresight in asking the legendary 
Roma Pryma Bohachevsky to be Iskra’s 
first artistic director.”

“Pani Roma, as she was known to us, 
brought with her not just choreographies, 
but a philosophy of teaching. The school 
was founded not on the idea of teaching 

dances, but of teaching dancing,” the narra-
tion continued. “The classical character 
style Pani Roma brought to the school, 
which was continued by the subsequent 
teachers and lives on today, is rooted in folk 
dance and shaped by ballet.” 

Since 2004, when Ms. Bohachevsky 
passed away, the school has been under the 
artistic direction of Mr. Cybyk, a well-known 
dancer, teacher and choreographer. Iskra was 
incorporated as a non-profit in 2008 and is 
run by an elected board of directors. The 
Iskra Ensemble, which comprises the dance 
academy’s most advanced students and 
alumni, as well as former students taught by 
Mr. Cybyk, was founded in 2011. In addition 
to the Iskra Academy’s performing groups, 
the school has a pre-dance class for children 
age 3-5. The latest innovation to the Iskra 
program is a dance fitness class for adults 
that was initiated in March of this year. For 
more information about Iskra, readers may 
visit www.iskradance.weebly.com.

Th u rs day, No v. 24 t h
at Soy uz i v k a

Traditional Thanksgiving Feast, 1:00 to 4pm
Buffet Style

$40- per adult
5 to 12: ½ price; 4 & under: free

Call for reservations:
845-626-5641 ext 140 

SOYUZIVKA   
216 Foordmore Rd 

Kerhonkson. NY 12446 
Email: Soyuzivka @aol.com

“Hutsul Designs”
Stefan Szkafarowsky accompanied by 

Oles Kuzyszyn.
Nick Syzonenko

Andrew Zwarych

Artistic Director Andrij Cybyk leads the dancers in a group bow.
Andrew Zwarych

“Pryvit”
Andrew Zwarych

(Continued from page 10)

Iskra Academy...
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Ukraine in implementing reforms, but also 
highlighted the fact that ratifying the agree-
ment would open up a new market of 45 
million people to the Netherlands. The 
Netherlands is the second largest investor in 
Ukraine, and ratifying this agreement would 
strengthen the Dutch economy by enhancing 
further opportunities for Dutch businesses, 
the UCCA noted. The UCCA also respectfully 
reminded the prime minister that it was the 
EU Association Agreement that served as the 
catalyst for the Euro-Maidan. The UCCA’s let-
ter stated that hundreds of thousands of 
Ukrainians “unequivocally defended their 
right to embrace European values – values 
Ukrainians unfortunately continue to defend 
to this day, not only for themselves, but for 
the whole of Europe.” The UCCA is calling on 
members of the Ukrainian American com-
munity to contact the Embassy of the 
Netherlands in Washington, as well as the 
Dutch Consulates in 22 cities throughout the 
United States and offer support for the UWC 
and UCCA by calling for full ratification of the 
EU-Ukraine Association Agreement. 
(Ukrainian Congress Committee of America)

Dutch leader not optimistic about deal 

AMSTERDAM – Dutch Prime Minister 
Mark Rutte said he is not optimistic about 
reaching a deal that would pave the way for 
a trade agreement between the European 

Union and Ukraine, which was rejected by 
Dutch voters in a referendum in April. All of 
the EU’s other members have approved the 
free-trade agreement, but the fate of the 
deal has been complicated by the Dutch 
vote. EU leaders asked Mr. Rutte to come up 
with a political compromise at their sum-
mit on October 20-21 in Brussels, with the 
goal of preserving the trade deal while 
assuaging voter fears it could lead to deep-
er military and financial ties with Ukraine 
in the future. But Mr. Rutte said he told EU 
leaders on October 20 that he was not opti-
mistic about finding a compromise that 
would satisfy all parties, though he said he 
will keep trying in negotiations with the 
Dutch Parliament, Ukraine and the EU. 
While the Dutch vote against the trade deal 
was nonbinding, Mr. Rutte said he feels he 
must honor it. Ukrainian President Petro 
Poroshenko, meanwhile, said as he visited 
Holland on October 20 that he was optimis-
tic the trade deal eventually will be ratified 
by all EU members. (RFE/RL, based on 
reporting by AP and Reuters)

Canada, EU support Ukraine’s sovereignty

OTTAWA – Canada’s Prime Minister 
Justin Trudeau met with President of the 
European Council President Donald Tusk 
and European Commission President Jean-
Claude Juncker on October 30 at the 16th 
EU-Canada Summit. In the EU-Canada 
Summit Joint Declaration, they stated, “We 
remain firmly committed to Ukraine’s sover-
eignty and territorial integrity, and reiterate 

the need for a complete implementation by 
all parties of the Minsk agreements to bring 
a sustainable and peaceful solution to the 
conflict. We do not recognize and continue 
to condemn the illegal annexation of Crimea 
and Sevastopol by the Russian Federation. 
We also remain committed to implement a 
policy of non-recognition. We continue to 
closely cooperate and coordinate our 
actions as regards restrictive measures 
which will remain clearly linked to the com-
plete implementation of the Minsk agree-
ments and respect for Ukraine’s sovereignty. 
We will also continue our efforts to assist 
Ukraine in the implementation of agreed 
reforms, including civilian security sector 
reform, as an essential element of Ukraine’s 
progress towards greater democracy, open-
ness and accountability.” (Ukrainian 
Canadian Congress Daily Briefing)

MFA demands release of Karpyuk, Klykh

KYIV – In a statement issued on October 
26, Ukraine’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

(MFA) said it “strongly condemns the 
Russian Federation Supreme Court deci-
sion on October 26, 2016, to leave without 
changes the sentences handed to the citi-
zens of Ukraine Mykola Karpyuk and 
Stanislav Klykh who have been sentenced 
by the Russian authorities to 22.5 and 20 
years, respectively, in [a penal] colony 
based on fabricated accusations of estab-
lishing an armed grouping and felonious 
homicide of Russian servicemen during 
combat operations in the Chechen Republic 
in 1994-1995.” The MFA noted: “Politically 
motivated criminal cases concerning 
Mykola Karpyuk and Stanislav Klykh, as 
well the Russian Federation Supreme 
Court’s defiance of the facts, presented by 
the defending party, which prove falsifica-
tion of the case and numerous and severe 
irregularities in judicial proceedings are 
still more evidence of the absence in the 
Russian Federation of true and fair justice.” 

(Continued on page 13)
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suspicious declarations – a task that could 
take considerable time, given their limited 
resources and the fact that many thousands 
were filed.

But it’s a step that reformers insist must 
be taken.

“E-declarations [are an] unprecedented 
move forward in holding officials account-
able and in the overall strategy for tackling 
grand corruption,” Daria Kaleniuk, execu-
tive director of the Kyiv-based NGO 
Anticorruption Action Center, told RFE/RL.

Officials who cannot explain where their 
fortune came from face possible jail time.

Bling-bling

Some of the most notable declarations 
include those of Ukrainian President Petro 
Poroshenko, Prime Minister Volodymyr 
Groysman, and Internal Affairs Minister 
Arsen Avakov. All are known to have 
amassed considerable wealth prior to taking 
office, but the public has not previously been 
allowed to see the extent of their wealth.

According to his declaration, Mr. 
Poroshenko, a billionaire entrepreneur 
before he assumed office in May 2014, is the 
beneficiary of 104 companies in 10 coun-
tries, and keeps 540,000 hrv ($21,099), 
$26.3 million and 14,300 euros ($15,654), 
respectively, in bank accounts. He also 
declared 900,000 hrv and another $60,000 
in cash. His income for 2015 was 62.16 mil-
lion hrv, or more than $2.4 million.

Mr. Poroshenko also listed in his declara-
tion several properties and valuable pos-
sessions belonging to family members.

“As for my e-declaration, I’d like to note 
straightaway that all the valuable movable 
and immovable property – housing, estates, 
cars, paintings, women’s jewelry – had 
been purchased (not leased) before my 
presidency. In addition, mainly the proper-
ty was acquired when I was not a public 
servant,” Mr. Poroshenko wrote on his 
Facebook page a little more than one hour 

before the deadline on October 30. 
Mr. Groysman, who has been in public 

service for the past 14 years, declared that 
he and his wife have some $1.8 million in 
cash. He also said that he owns a collection 
of 12 luxury wristwatches.

Mr. Avakov’s declaration includes hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars and euros in 
cash, as well as large collections of paintings, 
clocks, Italian furniture, valuable books and 
vintage wines worth millions of dollars. 

There were some oddities among the 
declarations.

Lawmaker, Radical Party leader and 
onetime presidential candidate Oleh 
Lyashko declared a pricey collection of 
watches, as well as a “peasant pitchfork” – a 
symbol of his Radical Party that he has 
posed with on billboards. 

Anatoliy Matviyenko, a lawmaker with 
the president’s Petro Poroshenko Bloc, 
declared a church. 

And Dnipro Mayor Boris Filatov disclosed 
that he is the owner of a ticket for a suborbit-
al space flight with Virgin Galactic that he 
purchased in 2009 for 1.4 million hrv. 

The e-declaration site is publicly available. 
The Euro-Maidan unrest that eventually 

unseated then-President Viktor Yanukovych 
in 2014 was fueled by perceptions of mas-
sive corruption, in addition to fears that Mr. 
Yanukovych was turning his back on the 
European Union in favor of closer ties to 
Russia.

Western officials and international 
financial institutions have also warned that 
Kyiv needs to enact reforms and curb cor-
ruption if it hopes to continue to receive the 
billions in assistance that have helped keep 
the country afloat since Russian troops 
invaded and seized Crimea from Ukraine in 
early 2014.

Copyright 2016, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
http://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-assets-dec-
larations-bling-millions-poroshenko-hroys-
man/28086804.html).

(Continued from page 1)

Assets on parade...
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The MFA went on demand that Russia 
immediately release Messrs. Karpyuk and 
Klykh, as well as other citizens of Ukraine 
who are illegally detained in the Russian 
Federation under fabricated accusations. 
“We call on the international community 
and human rights institutions to take all 
possible legal, political and economic 
actions in order to release and bring back 
to Ukraine its citizens who have become 
political prisoners of the Kremlin, resulting 
from Russia’s military aggression and ille-
gal occupation of the sovereign territory of 
Ukraine,” the ministry underscored. 
(Ukrainian Canadian Congress Daily 
Briefing, based on a release from Ukraine’s 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs)

Russia refuses to hand over Sentsov 

KYIV – Ukraine says Russia is refusing to 
hand over jailed Ukrainian filmmaker Oleh 
Sentsov. Ukrainian Deputy Minister of Justice 
Serhiy Petukhov posted a copy of the refusal 
letter on Facebook on October 21, in which 
Russia’s Justice Ministry says it is “impossi-
ble” to transfer Mr. Sentsov to Kyiv because 
he holds Russian citizenship. Mr. Sentsov 
became a Russian citizen in March 2014, 
when a Russian law conferred citizenship on 
all residents of the Crimean Peninsula, 
according to the letter. Crimea’s Russia-
backed authorities convicted Mr. Sentsov in 
2015 of conspiring to commit terrorism on 
the annexed Ukrainian peninsula, and sen-
tenced him to 20 years in prison. Mr. Sentsov, 
a native of Crimea, was a vocal opponent of 
Russia’s annexation of the peninsula in 
March 2014. Amnesty International 
described his trial as “fatally flawed.” (RFE/
RL, based on reporting by AP and Interfax)

Sentsov sent to isolation cell

KHARKIV – The Kharkiv Human Rights 
Protection Group (KHRPG) said that 
Russian prison authorities in Yakutia have 

placed Ukrainian filmmaker Oleh Sentsov 
in an isolation cell for 15 days. The group 
reported: “His cousin Natalya Kaplan 
knows no details, but has also just received 
threats directed at Mr. Sentsov on Facebook 
and is understandably concerned. All of 
this comes after the news on October 21 
that Russia’s Justice Ministry has refused to 
return Sentsov and civic activist Oleksandr 
Kolchenko to Ukraine, claiming falsely that 
the two men are Russian citizens. ...That 
news, in turn, followed a clear indication 
from the Kremlin that it is denying its obli-
gation under the Minsk agreement to 
release Sentsov, Kolchenko and all 
Ukrainians illegally held.” On October 20, a 
day after Russian President Vladimir Putin 
took part in new talks with the leaders of 
Ukraine, France and Germany, his press 
secretary stated that Mr. Putin does not 
agree that the release of prisoners held in 
Russia falls under provisions of the Minsk 
agreement. “Putin has consistently behaved 
and talked like a kidnapper and is quite 
openly using the Ukrainians as hostages,” 
the KHRPG noted. (Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress Daily Briefing, based on informa-
tion from the Kharkiv Human Rights 
Protection Group)

Russia asks to observe U.S. voting

WASHINGTON – Russia has asked several 
U.S. states for permission to send observers 
to polling places on November 8 to monitor 
voting in the presidential and legislative 
elections, but at least three states have said 
“no.” The U.S. State Department said on 
October 21 that Russia is welcome to 
observe the elections, but Moscow turned 
down an invitation from the United States to 
be included on a team from the Organization 
for Security and Cooperation in Europe 
(OSCE), which monitors elections in the 
United States as well as Europe. “We told the 
Russian government that they were wel-
come to observe our elections,” State 
Department spokesman John Kirby said. 
“There’s nothing for us to fear from having 
Russian observers observing our election. 

We’re very confident in the stability, the 
security, and the strength of our electoral 
process. There’s no need to hide from that,” 
he said. But Mr. Kirby added that “the fact 
that they have chosen to not join the OSCE 
observation mission makes clear that this 
issue is nothing more than a PR stunt.” 
Speaking on October 22, Russian Deputy 
Foreign Minister Sergei Ryabkov accused 
U.S. officials of treating the issue of observ-
ers in an “absolutely anti-Russian vein.” “If 
we are deprived of this for political reasons, 
we will draw our own conclusions,” he 
warned in an interview with the RIA Novosti 
news agency. “Our American colleagues 
shouldn’t count on us simply forgetting this 
in the future,” he added. Meanwhile, the 
Russian Embassy has asked at least three 

U.S. states for permission to send monitors 
to polling stations, and the states have 
denied the requests. Oklahoma, Texas and 
Louisiana all said they rejected requests 
from Russia to host observers. The Russian 
newspaper Izvestia quoted a Russian official 
on October 21 saying the requests were 
turned down because of “Russophobic ten-
dencies.” Russia’s interest in the U.S. voting 
process comes amid charges that Russian-
backed hackers have been leaking 
Democratic party e-mails and documents in 
an effort to influence the election in favor of 
Republican candidate Donald Trump, whose 
views toward Russia are seen as more favor-
able than those of his Democratic opponent, 
Hillary Clinton. (RFE/RL with reporting by 
AP, AFP and Reuters)

(Continued from page 12)
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With deep sorrow we announce that 

Albina Lucyszyn 
died on Sunday August 23, 2016 in Grand Marais, MN.

She was born June 11, 1921 in Excelsior, PA.

Albina is survived by:
daughter   Lesa Lucyszyn
granddaughter Iwanna Ruggiero
nephew   Emil Chycosky
nieces   Eileen Hughes and Patricia Bonnini

The viewing will be held on November 6 from 4 to 8 pm at Lytwyn & 
Lytwyn Funeral Home in Union, NJ. 

Funeral services will be held at St. John the Baptist Ukrainian Catholic 
Church in Newark, NJ, followed by interment on November 7 at 9:30 am  
at All Saints Catholic Cemetery in Elysburg, PA.

Eternal memory!

invaded, losing about a quarter of its econ-
omy in the process.

“There are no standard criteria to judge 
her by,” he said. “So we could easily specu-
late, but it’s all very subjective.”

With regard to capital flows, Ms. 
Gontareva acted correctly in imposing harsh 
restrictions when Ukrainians were moving 
their capital off shore in the chaos of 2014, 
he said. But certainly some of the capital 
restrictions should be lifted now, he said. 

Other legitimate criticisms include the 
haphazard way in which banks were 
closed, Mr. Paraschiy noted. For example, 
the financial community is aware of banks 
being allowed to remain operating because 
their shareholders enjoy close ties to key 
officials, Mr. Paraschiy said. 

“The NBU’s approach to banks was not 
uniform. Some were quickly shut down, 
while others have been allowed to linger, 
despite everyone knowing they’re dead 
banks,” he said.

Ms. Gontareva has been a controversial 
figure in Ukrainian politics ever since she 
was appointed as National Bank chief in 
June 2014.

 Before that, since December 2007, she 
served as board chairman of Investment 
Capital Ukraine (ICU), which handled a 
great deal of Mr. Poroshenko’s business. 
She built her career in large part by per-
forming financial work for his companies 
for at least six years before joining ICU.

 Economists such as Andriy Novak, the 
head of the Committee of Economists of 

Ukraine, referred to Ms. Gontareva as “vir-
tually Poroshenko’s personal accountant.” 
He said it became immediately apparent 
that she would not be an independent fig-
ure, as compared to the head of the U.S. 
Federal Reserve.

Her popularity sank in direct relation to 
the hryvnia’s devaluation under her tenure, 
during which it lost more than half of its 
value and decimated the savings and earn-
ings of Ukrainians.

 At the same time, Ms. Gontareva has 
tamed inflation to 8 percent this year, com-
pared to 61 percent in April 2015, said Dr. 
Anders Aslund, a senior fellow at the 
Atlantic Council in Washington and a 
Ukrainian political insider. 

He offered one of the most spirited 
defenses of Ms. Gontareva in a column pub-
lished on October 24, arguing that it’s a posi-
tive trend that almost half of Ukraine’s 180 
banks were shut down and that this demon-
strates her willingness to combat corrup-
tion. The political attacks are evidence of the 
old elite lashing back, he wrote.

The draft of the legislation calling for Ms. 
Gontareva’s ouster also seeks to amend the 
law on the National Bank of Ukraine that 
would “deprive it of its independence,” he 
wrote. Its main sponsors are Oleh Lyashko 
and Viktor Galasiuk, the chair and deputy 
chair of the Radical Party of Ukraine, which 
often cooperates with Ms. Tymoshenko’s 
Batkivshchyna parliamentary faction.

“It is presented as a populist act, but 
appears to be initiated by parts of the old 
elite,” Dr. Aslund wrote. “They want to 
return to a weak central bank that happily 
gives ample refinancing to close friends at 
the expense of the Ukrainian people.”

(Continued from page 3)

Ukraine’s most...
Three years ago, the foundation also 

provided $100,000 to help finance the 
building of the Ukrainian Holodomor 
Memorial in Washington, which was offi-
cially dedicated last year.

Omelan Antonovych spent his early adult 
years as a Ukrainian nationalist activist and, 
consequently, served time as a political pris-
oner in Polish and Nazi prisons. Later, he 
received a law degree at the Ukrainian Free 
University in Prague in 1943. He and 
Tatiana Terlecky married after the war. She 
was a physician and later would become a 
world-renowned kidney specialist.

After World War II, the Antonovyches 

emigrated to the United States, settling in 
Washington, where Dr. Antonovych worked 
as a scholar and taught in the capital area 
medical schools, while Mr. Antonovych 
focused on ranching and real estate.

Dr. Tatiana Antonovych passed away in 
2001, and Mr. Antonovych in 2008. The fol-
lowing year, during the foundation’s awards 
ceremony at the Ukrainian Embassy in 
Washington, they were posthumously hon-
ored by the government of Ukraine with the 
Order of Yaroslav the Wise (fifth degree).

On the day following the Antonovych 
Award presentation, the Rev. Prach had his 
own presentation of his new two-volume 
book after the Sunday liturgy at the 
Ukrainian Catholic National Shrine of the 
Holy Family, where the attendees could 
then purchase his work.

(Continued from page 9)

Rector...

(Continued from page 3)

Putin casts...

Mr. Trump indeed accused Mrs. Clinton of 
“playing chicken” with Russia, which has 
1,800 nuclear warheads. But all this, never-
theless, ultimately failed to make an 
impression (RIA Novosti, October 12; 
Kommersant, October 20). 

Now the Russian State Duma (lower 
house of Parliament), which duly voted Mr. 
Putin’s plutonium decree into a law, raises 
the issue of withdrawing from the 2011 
New START treaty (Rosbalt, October 19). 
The U.S. leadership faces a complex chal-
lenge of responding to this nuclear postur-
ing, while asserting that nuclear arsenals 
have no place in conducting rational and 
reasonable international relations.

Mr. Putin may have succeeded in making 
himself into a big issue in U.S. politics, but 
this is hardly going to improve Russia’s 
international position. Attempts to influence 
the course of the U.S. presidential campaign 
have either failed to produce the desired 
effect or backfired, increasingly adding 
ammunition to Mrs. Clinton’s attacks of Mr. 

Trump’s ambivalent intentions to make 
deals with Mr. Putin. The short-term indul-
gence in vanity may extract a heavy political 
toll in the medium term.

The fact of the matter is that Russia can-
not afford to be the United States’ main 
geopolitical challenger. Every ambitious 
Russian advance, like its military interven-
tion in Syria, only exposes Moscow to new 
risks of failure and add to strategic over-
stretch. Russia is set to discover in the com-
ing weeks that its bold experiment in hack-
ing and trolling is also not cost-free: 
Russia’s vulnerabilities in cyberspace are 
greater than Mr. Putin, who still remains 
ignorant about the workings of the 
Internet, tends to believe. Insisting that 
Moscow must be taken seriously, the 
Kremlin is not ready for the consequences. 
And its assumption that an extra-high defi-
nition of acceptable risk constitutes a polit-
ical advantage will likely end up being dis-
proved in many painful ways.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.
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Tennis
• Elina Svitolina and Lesia Tsurenko 

advanced to the second round of the VTB 
Kremlin Cup tennis tournament in Moscow 
on October 15-23. The two Ukrainian players 
earned a bye in the first round. In women’s 
doubles, Lyudmyla and Nadiia Kichenok won 
6-2, 6-4 in the first round against Raluca Olaru 
of Romania and Arantxa Parra Santonja of 
Spain. Olga Savchuk and Anastasia Rodioniova 
of Austria played against Timea Babos of 
Hungary and Anastasia Pavlychenkova of 
Russia. 

• Sergiy Stakhovksy lost 4-6, 7-6(4), 2-6 
against Jordan Thompson of Australia in 
the quarterfinal of the Vietnam Open on 
October 10-16 in Ho Chi Minh City.

• Illya Marchenko lost 6-2, 2-6, 6-7 in the 
round of 16 against Vincent Millot of 
France at the Ethias Trophy tournament in 
Mon, Belgium, on October 3-9.

• Illya Marchenko (ranked 49th by the 
ATP) lost 0-6, 4-6 in the round of 32 against 
Ruben Bemelmans of Belgium at the ATP 
Challenger match in Orleans, France, on 
September 26 through October 2. Sergiy 
Stakhovsky (ranked 119th by the ATP) lost 
6-7(3), 1-6 in the round of 32 against Steve 
Darcis of Belgium.

• At the WTA tournament in Tashkent, 
Uzbekistan, Kateryna Kozlova (ranked 91st) 
lost 6-7(2), 0-6 in the semifinal against 
Kristyna Pliskova of the Czech Republic on 
September 26. Kozlova won the quarterfinal 
6-3, 6-3 against Stefanie Voegele of 
Switzerland. Lesia Tsurenko (ranked 50th by 
the WTA) lost after retiring in the second set 
of the quarterfinal against Nao Hibino of 
Japan. In the first set, Tsurenko lost 6-7(6). 

• Elina Svitolina (ranked 19th by the 
WTA) lost 3-6, 1-6 in the round of 32 against 
Petra Kvitova of the Czech Republic at the 
WTA tournament in Wuhan, China, on 
September 25. Kateryna Bondarenko 
(ranked 64th) lost 2-6, 1-6 in the round of 16 
qualifier against Alize Cornet of France. In 
doubles, Bondarenko and Chia-Jung Chuang 
of Taipei lost 4-6, 2-6 in the quarterfinal 
against Christina McHale of the U.S.A. and 
Shuai Peng of China.

• Lesia Tsurenko won the WTA tourna-
ment in Guangzhou, China, on September 
19 after defeating Jelena Jankovic of Serbia 
6-4, 3-6, 6-4 in the final. Tsurenko won the 
semifinal 6-4, 6-2 against Anett Kontaveit 
of Estonia, and won the quarterfinal 3-6, 
6-4, 6-0 against Alison Riske of the U.S.A.

• Elina Svitolina lost 6-1, 3-6, 2-6 in the 
semifinal against Naomi Osaka of Japan at 

the WTA tournament in Tokyo. Svitolina 
won 6-2, 4-6, 6-3 in the quarterfinal against 
Garbine Muguruza of Spain. Kateryna 
Bondarenko lost 6-7(3), 3-6 in the round of 
32 against Anasatasija Sevastova of Latvia. 
In doubles, Bondarenko and Chia-Jung 
Chuang of Taipei lost 6-7(5), 7-5, 5-10 in 
the round of 16 against Raquel Atawo and 
Abigail Spears, both of the U.S.A.

• Illya Marchenko lost 3-6, 4-6 in the 
round of 16 against Nicolas Mahut of 
France at the Moselle Open in Metz, France, 
on September 19-25.

• Kateryna Kozlova lost 3-6, 6-1, 2-6 in 
the round of 16 against Johanna Larsson of 
Sweden at the WTA tournament in Seoul, 
South Korea, on September 19.

• Kateryna Bondarenko lost 4-6, 5-7 in 
the round of 32 against Louisa Chirico of the 
U.S.A. at the Tokyo International tourna-
ment on September 12. In doubles, 
Bondarenko and Chia-Jung Chuang of Taipei 
lost 2-6, 4-6 in the round of 16 against Eri 
Hozumi and Miyu Kato, both of Japan.

• Illya Marchenko lost 4-6, 7-5, 4-6, 5-7 
against Yoshihito Nishioka of Japan at the ITF 
World Group Play-Off between Japan and 
Ukraine in Osaka, Japan, on September 
12-18. In doubles, Ukraine’s Sergiy 
Stakhovsky and Artem Smirnov lost 3-6, 0-6, 
3-6 in the round robin doubles match against 
Kei Nishikori and Yuichi Sugita of Japan. 

• At the U.S. Open at Arthur Ashe Stadium 
in Flushing, N.Y., on August 29 through 
September 11, Elina Svitolina lost 3-6, 4-6 
against Petra Kvitova of the Czech Republic in 
the third round. She had won 6-1, 4-6, 6-3 
against Lauren Davis of the U.S.A. in the sec-
ond round, and won 6-7(5), 6-0, 6-2 against 
Mandy Minella of the Luxembourg in the first 
round. Lesia Tsurenko won 6-0, 6-4 against 
Irina-Camelia Begu of Romania in the first 
round, won 7-5, 6-3 against Yafan Wang of 
China in the second round, won 3-6, 6-3, 6-4 
against Dominkia Cibulkova of Serbia in the 
third round, and lost 6-7(5), 2-6 in the fourth 
round against Roberta Vinci of Italy. Kateryna 
Bondarenko won 6-0, 7-5 against Su-Wei 
Hsieh of Chinese Taipei in the first round, 
won 5-7, 7-6(5), 7-5 against S Zheng of China 
in the second round and won 6-4, 6-1 against 
Anastaija Sevastova of Latvia. Kateryna 
Kozlova lost 2-6, 7-5, 4-6 against Venus 
Williams of the U.S.A. in the first round. 

In men’s singles, Illya Marchenko won 
against Ivan Dodig of Croatia 6-3, 6-4, 
6-7(4), 7-5 in the first round and won 4-6 
6-4, 6-1, against Nick Kyrgios of Australia in 
the third round after Kyrgios retired from 

the match, and lost 4-6, 1-6, 7-6(5), 3-6 in 
the fourth round against Stan Wawrinka of 
Switzerland. Sergiy Stakhovsky won 6-1, 
3-6, 2-6, 6-3, 7-6(5) against Gastao Elias of 
Portugal in the first round and lost 1-6, 2-6, 
3-6 against Marin Cilic of Croatia in the sec-
ond round. Alexandr Dolgopolov retired 
after losing 5-6 in the first set against David 
Ferrer of Spain in the first round. 

In women’s doubles, Olga Savchuk and 
Lara Arruabarrena of Spain won the first set 
6-2 against Annika Beck of Germany and 
Yanina Wickmayer of Belgium in the first 
round after the Belgian-German duo retired 
in the second set. In the second round the 
Ukrainian and Spaniard lost 4-6, 1-6 against 
Bethanie Mattek-Sands of the U.S.A. and 
Lucie Safarova of the Czech Republic. 
Bondarenko and Chia-Jung Chuang of 
Chinese Taipei lost 0-6, 7-6 (8), 3-6 against 
Naomi Broady of Great Britain and Shelby 
Rogers of the U.S.A. in the first round, and 
Svitolina and Arina Rodionova of Australia 
lost 3-6, 4-4, 5-0 against Cagla Buyukakcay of 
Turkey and Sevastova of Latvia. Lidia and 
Nadia Kichenok won 6-3, 6-2 against 
Samantha Crawford and Jessica Pagula of the 
U.S.A. in the first round and then lost in the 
second round 3-6, 1-6 against Vania King of 
the U.S.A. and Monica Niculescu of Romania. 

In men’s doubles, Dolgopolov and 
Stakhovsky lost 2-4 after retiring against 
Marcin Matkowski of Poland and Jurgen 
Melzer of Austria in the first round. 

In mixed doubles, Savchuk and Robert 
Lindstedt of Sweden lost 3-6, 7-6(5), 4-10 
against Abigail Spears of the U.S.A. and 
Santiago Gonzalez of Mexico in the first 
round. 

• Illya Marchenko lost 6-7(5), 3-6 in the 
round of 64 against Yen-Hsun Lu of 
Thailand at the Winston-Salem Open in 
North Carolina on August 22-27. 

• Alexandr Dolgopolov lost 3-6, 6-2, 1-6 
against Yoshihito Nishioka of Japan in the 
Round of 16 of the BB&T Atlanta Open on 
August 1-7. Sergiy Stakhovsky lost in the 
Round of 32 against Tobias Kamke of 
Germany 6-7(7), 6-7(2). In men’s doubles, 
Dolgopolov and Stakhovsky lost in the 
quarterfinal against Raja Purav and Sharan 
Divij of India in a walkover.

• Illya Marchenko lost 4-6, 6-3, 3-6 in the 
final against Luca Vanni of Italy at the Open 
Castilla Y Leon on July 25-31 in Segovia, 
Spain. In the quarterfinal, Marchenko won 
7-5, 6-4 against Kenny De Schepper of France, 
and in the semifinal won 6-3, 6-4 against 
Marton Fucsovis of Hungary. Marchenko 
turned pro in 2006, is ranked in 63rd place 
for men’s singles by the ATP World Tour.

Elina Svitolina was eliminated in the 
Round of 16 of the Rogers Cup tournament 
in Montreal on July 25-31 after losing 1-6, 
7-6(2), 6-4 against Angelique Kerber of 
Germany. Kateryna Bondarenko lost 3-6, 
6-2, 7-5 in the round of 64 against Karolina 
Pliskova of the Czech Republic. In women’s 
doubles, Svitolina and Jelena Ostapenko of 
Latvia lost 4-6, 7-5, 10-6 against Nao Hibino 
of Japan and Alicija Rosolska of Poland in the 
round of 32. Bondarenko and Olga Savchuk 
lost 6-1, 6-3 in the round of 16 against 
Simona Halep of Romania and Monica 
Niculescu of Romania. In men’s singles, 
Alexandr Dolgopolov lost 6-7(6), 4-6 against 
Donald Young of the U.S.A in the round of 64.

• Kateryna Kozlova lost 4-6, 4-6 against 
Carina Withoeft of Germany in the quarter-
final of the ITF/Tennis Europe tournament 
on July 25-31 in Prague.

• Kateryna Bondarenko lost 6-4, 7-5 
against Urszula Radwanska of Poland in the 
Round of 32 at the WTA Bank of the West 
Classic tournament on July 18-24 in 
Stanford, Calif. In doubles, paired with Olga 
Savchuk, the duo lost 6-2, 6-4 in the quar-
terfinal against Darija Jurak of Croatia and 
Anastasia Rodionova of Australia. 

• Sergiy Stakhovsky lost 6-7(6), 4-6 in 

the round of 32 against Andrej Martin of 
Slovakia at the Konzum Croatia Open in 
Umag, Croatia, on July 18-24. In doubles, 
Stakhovsky and Lukas Dlouhy lost 5-7, 4-6 
in the round of 16 against Carlos Berlocq of 
Argentina and Pablo Cuevas of Uruguay. 

• Illya Marchenko won 6-4, 6-4 in the 
final against Ilya Ivashka of Belarus at the 
Guzzini Challenger tournament in Recanati, 
Italy, on July 18-24.

• Alexandr Dolgopolov lost 6-7(5), 3-6 in 
the round of 16 against Sam Querrey of the 
U.S.A. at the Citi Open in Washington on 
July 18-24. 

• Ukraine won 3-2 against Austria in the 
second round of the 2016 Davis Cup on July 
15-17 at Campa Tennis Club in Bucha, on the 
outskirts of Kyiv, and advanced to the World 
Group play-off. Sergiy Stakhovsky won 6-3, 
6-4, 6-3 against Gerald Melzer and 6-3, 6-3, 
6-7 (10), 7-5 against Dennis Novak. IIlya 
Marchenko won 6-3, 3-6, 6-3, 5-7, 3-6 against 
Dennis Novak and lost against Jurgen Melzer. 
In doubles, Denys Molchanov and Artem 
Smirnov lost 3-6, 6-7 (9), 3-6 against Jurgen 
Melzer and Phillip Oswald. Ukraine is in 
Group 1 of the Europe/Africa Zone, which 
included Spain, Slovakia, the Netherlands, 
Hungary, Israel, Portugal, Romania, Russia, 
Slovenia and Sweden. In the first round that 
was played on March 4-6, Ukraine had earned 
a bye. Ukraine was joined by Spain, Russia 
and Slovakia in the play-offs on September 
17-19. Ukraine lost 0-5 against Japan of 
September 16-18 in Osaka. Ukraine remains 
in Zonal Group 1 for the 2017 Davis Cup.

• Alexandr Dolgopolov lost 3-6, 4-6 in 
the quarterfinal against Gilles Muller at the 
Aegon Open Nottingham tournament on 
June 20-25 in Nottingham, England. 

• Kateryna Bondarenko lost 7-6 (3), 6-3 in 
the round of 16 against Dominika Cibulkova 
of Slovakia at the Eastbourne outdoor tour-
nament in Great Britain on June 19. Lesia 
Tsurenko lost 7-6 (4), 6-1 in the round of 32 
against Johanna Konta of Great Britain.

• Sergiy Stakhovsky lost 6-4, 5-7, 0-2 in 
the round of 16 against David Goffen after 
retiring at the Gerry Weber Open in Halle, 
Germany, on June 13-19. Illya Marchenko 
lost 4-6, 3-6 in the first-round qualifier 
against Peter Gojowczyk.

• Lesia Tsurenko and Elina Svitloina lost 
in the Round of 32 at the WTA tournament 
in Birmingham, Great Britain, on June 13. 
Tsurenko lost 6-4, 6-2 against Tsvetana 
Prionkova of Bulgaria and Svitolina lost 7-5, 
4-6, 7-5 against Carla Suarez Navarro of 
Spain. In doubles, Svitolina and Johanna 
Konta of Great Britain were paired together 
and lost 6-2, 7-6 (5) in the quarterfinal 
against Naomi Broady and Heather Watson, 
both of Great Britain. Kateryna Bondarenko 
lost 7-5, 6-4 in the quarterfinal qualifier 
against Pironkova. In women’s doubles, 
Bondarenko and Olga Savchuk lost 6-4, 7-6 
(5) in the round of 16 against Hao-Ching 
Chan and Yung-Jan Chan, both of Taipei.

• Kateryna Kozlova was eliminated from 
the quarterfinal qualifier against Ana 
Bogdan of Romania, losing 7-6 (4), 6-0 on 
June 13 at the WTA tournament in 
Mallorca, Spain.

• Sergiy Stakhovsky lost 3-6, 6-7 (1) in the 
round of 16 against Mikhail Youshny at the 
ATP Mercedes Cup in Stuttgart, Germany, on 
June 6-13. In men’s doubles, Illya Marchenko 
and Denis Istomin lost 3-6, 1-6 in the round 
of 16 against Bob Bryan and Mike Bryan. 
Marchenko lost 5-7, 4-6 in the round of 32 
against Sam Groth in men’s singles.

• Kateryna Kozlova lost 7-5, 6-4 in the 
quarterfinal against Madison Brengle of the 
U.S.A. at the S-Hertogenbosh tournament in 
the Netherlands on June 6.

• Olga Savchuk and Kai-Lin Zhang of 
China lost 7-6 (1), 6-1 in the round of 16 
against Xinyun Han and Yafan Wang of 
China at the WTA tournament in 
Nottingham, England, on June 6.
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VCCA

AMHERST, Va. – Patricia Zalisko of 
Estero, Fla., has been awarded a fellowship 
by the Virginia Center for the Creative Arts 
(VCCA). The VCCA is located near Sweet 
Briar College in the foothills of the Blue 
Ridge Mountains in rural Virginia. 

Ms. Zalisko will be among approximately 
25 fellows focusing on their own creative 
projects at this working retreat for visual 
artists, writers and composers.

A typical residency ranges from two 
weeks to two months. Each artist is provid-
ed with a comfortable private bedroom, a 
private studio and three prepared meals a 
day. Beyond the breakfast hour and the 
dinner hour, there are no schedules or obli-
gations. This distraction-free atmosphere, 
as well as the energy that results from hav-
ing some 25 visual artists, writers and 
composers gathered in one place, enables 
artists to be highly productive.

Serving more than 350 artists a year 
(more than 4,000 since its inception), the 
VCCA is one of the nation’s largest year-round 
artists’ communities. VCCA Fellows have 
received worldwide attention through publi-
cations, exhibitions, compositions, perfor-
mances and major awards and accolades, 

by Nadia H. Skop

SAN DIEGO – Southern Californians were 
delighted when a local Ukrainian was elected 
as a delegate to the Republican National 
Convention (RNC) in Cleveland on July 17-21. 

Bohdan Kniahynyckyj is a San Diego resi-
dent, active both in the Ukrainian commu-
nity and in regional politics. Friends, family 
and neighbors alike, regardless of political 
affiliation, watched the coverage of the con-
vention to see if Mr. Kniahynyckyj would 
appear on the screen – and appear he did 
as part of the California delegation, not only 
on local news but also on national and 
Canadian newscasts. 

Mr. Kniahynyckyj explained that 
“Becoming a delegate is a competitive pro-
cess.” He continued: “I had to submit an 
application that was vetted by the Central 
Committee of the RNC and part of the vetting 
process was a commitment to vote for 
Donald Trump. Since I didn’t hold public 
office, I covered all of my expenses. I was 
very honored to be elected to represent my 
district.”

For him, the highlight of the convention 
was “the energy and excitement of being on 
the floor and being part of the process of 
representing the voice of the California vot-
ers was overwhelming.” 

He spoke of the long days at the conven-
tion, which started at around 7 a.m. and 
ended well past midnight. The California 
delegation was the largest and was housed 
the furthest away from Cleveland: a convoy 
of 12 buses, each with two secret service 
agents aboard, transported delegates to the 
Convention, about an hour’s drive away. 

“Walking around the convention center 
we saw Republicans of all shapes and sizes, 
all ethnic groups, all religions. We even had 

EDMONTON, Alberta – The staff of the 
Kule Center for Ukrainian and Canadian 
Folklore and the Bohdan Medwidsky 
Ukrainian Folklore Archives at the 
University of Alberta welcomed Dr. Jelena 
Pogosjan as their new director. 

Dr. Pogosjan has been a professor in the 
Department of Modern Languages and 
Cultural Studies (MLCS) at the University of 
Alberta since 2002 and has served as asso-
ciate chair for undergraduate studies.  

She received her M.A. (1992) and Ph.D. 
(1997) from the Department of Russian 
Literature at Tartu University, Estonia. She 
continued her research at the Laboratory of 
History and Semiotics at Tartu University, 
and taught folklore among other disciplines 
for over 10 years at the university. 

by William J. Misnick Sr.

ELMIRA HEIGHTS, N.Y. – Gloria B. 
Misnick was awarded the Order of St. 
Agnes on August 13, in recognition  of her 
humanitarianism and service to God, coun-
try and home.

She represented Feshoh-Macekur Post 
1178 of the Catholic War Veterans of 
Elmira Heights, N.Y., at the national conven-
tion in Portland, Maine. She is the first aux-
iliary member from Post 1178 to receive 
the St. Agnes medal and award.

The Rev. Robert J. Batcho, pastor at St. 
Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church in 
Elmira Heights, nominated Mrs. Misnick for 
the honor. The resume was signed by 
Auxiliary President Yolanda Howell; 
Catholic War Veterans Commander Donald 
Narde also wrote a letter of nomination. 

Bishop Richard R. Higgins of the 
Archdiocese for the Military Services U.S.A., 
who is also bishop protector for the 

WINNIPEG, Manitoba – Orysia Paszczak 
Tracz, a well-known writer, translator, con-
sultant and speaker on things Ukrainian, 
especially culture and ethnology, recently 
became the recipient of two major 
Ukrainian Canadian awards: the provincial 
Bulava Award in Manitoba and the national 
Shevchenko Medal.

On September 25, the Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress – Manitoba Provincial Council hon-
ored nine outstanding volunteers, including 
Ms. Tracz, and one community organization 
with the annual Bulava Award. 

The award is dedicated to the celebra-
tion and acknowledgement of Manitobans 
who have volunteered their time, energy 
and expertise to enhance the Ukrainian 
Canadian community in Manitoba, ensur-
ing it remains strong, vibrant and active for 
future generations. Ms. Tracz was recog-
nized for “outstanding leadership in the 
Ukrainian community.”

On October 1, at the XXV triennial 
Congress of Ukrainian Canadians held in 
Regina, Saskatchewan, Ms. Tracz was one 
of 13 recipients of the Taras Shevchenko 
Medal at the congress banquet.

The medal is the highest form of recog-
nition that can be granted by the Ukrainian 
Canadian Congress; it recognizes individuals 
of Ukrainian and non-Ukrainian descent, as 
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including MacArthur grants, Pulitzer Prizes, 
Guggenheim fellowships, National 
Endowment for the Arts awards, Rome 
Prizes, Pollock-Krasner grants, National Book 
Awards, Broadway and Off-Broadway pro-
ductions, and Academy Award nominations. 

VCCA has been a wellspring of music, lit-
erature and the visual arts in the United 
States, providing residencies for artists from 
all disciplines during the most important 
and the least supported phase of their work: 
the creative phase. This is done by giving 
artists the crucial elements every artist 
needs – time and space to do their work.

lunch with a journalist from Portugal who 
had visited Ukraine the year before. …As an 
added bonus, many servers at our hotel in 
Sandusky were exchange students from all 
over Ukraine. They were surprised and 
excited to meet a Ukrainian in politics,” Mr. 
Kniahynyckyj related.

Speaking of Mr. Trump, he said: “I believe 
Donald Trump is very capable of being the 
next president of the United States of 
America. His approach may need to be more 
dignified, but his talents, energy and vision 
are admired by many Americans. His con-
servative appointments to the Supreme 
Court will be crucial, and so far he is listen-
ing to the American people. He knows that 
we have to rebuild our economy, cut deficit 
spending, secure our borders. Our military 
has to be combat-ready and strong to meet 
the needs of this nation.”

Mr. Kniahynyckyj concluded: “It was a 
great experience to witness how our demo-
cratic process works. During the RNC, 
debates were robust; the issues were 
resolved, voted on and approved. After 240 
years, the electoral process still serves us 
well.”

Her primary areas of research interests 
include the history of iconostases, official 
culture of the Russian Empire and the his-
tory of the printed calendar.  Dr. Pogosjan’s 
CV and List of Publications can be viewed 
at: https://www.ualberta.ca/arts/about/
people-collection/jelena-pogosjan.

Catholic War Veterans of America, present-
ed Mrs. Misnick with the Order of St Agnes. 

St. Agnes feast day is January 21. A 
member of the Roman nobility, St. Agnes 
was born in the year 291 and raised in a 
Christian family. She suffered martyrdom 
at the age of 12 or 13, when she refused to 
deny God. Agnes, whose name means 
“chaste” in Greek, was a beautiful young 
girl from a wealthy family and had many 
suitors of high rank, but to each one she 
said “Jesus Christ is my only spouse.”

well as institutions and organizations, for 
their outstanding national contribution 
towards the development of the Ukrainian 
Canadian community. Ms. Tracz was hon-
ored “for outstanding national contribution 
to the cultural and artistic development of 
the Ukrainian Canadian community.”

Ms. Tracz’s column “The Things We Do” 
appears regularly in The Ukrainian Weekly. 
She has translated 10 books from 
Ukrainian into English, and has written 
numerous articles for Canadian and 
American publications. Now retired from 
the University of Manitoba Libraries, she 
presents lectures at the McNally-Robinson 
Booksellers Community Classrooms in 
Winnipeg and leads an annual folk art and 
culture tour to Ukraine.
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by Irenaeus Yurchuk

GRAFTON, Ontario – On September 24-25, members of 
the Lisovi Chorty (Forest Devils) fraternity of Plast 
Ukrainian Scouting Organization held their semi-annual 
grand council at the Ukrainian Plast Camp in Grafton, 
Ontario. The meeting was attended by 60 members from 
Toronto, Montreal, New York, Chicago, Detroit, Cleveland, 
Boston, Philadelphia, Washington, Los Angeles and Lviv.

Lisovi Chorty originated in 1922 and today include about 
275 members scattered worldwide – in Ukraine, Australia, 
Argentina, various countries in Europe, as well as the United 
States and Canada. The goal of the fraternity is to mentor 

and prepare youth to become future leaders of the 
Ukrainian community, both in Ukraine and the diaspora.

On Saturday, Lisovi Chorty had a chance to socialize, dis-
cuss Plast issues, listen to their leaders’ reports and recom-
mendations, and formulate new action plans. Notable was 
the presentation of a statistical analysis regarding member 
participation in Plast activities, community organizations 
and professional involvement. The participants also dis-
cussed training new counselors and organizing canoeing, 
rock-climbing, bike-riding and ecology trips for younger 
scouts. Attention was also devoted to the current situation 
in eastern Ukraine and how to support anti-terrorist oper-
ation (ATO) fighters there.

After a day of lively discussions, the members held their 
traditional bonfire at which awards were presented, pro-
motions announced and new members initiated.  The bon-
fire program continued until morning with humorous 
anecdotes and lively singing.

On Sunday, the council discussed action plans for the 
next two years, adopted resolutions and elected a new 
leadership. The senior branch re-elected Eugene Duvalko, 
Roman Mushka, Volodymyr Piaseckyj and Michael Gadacz, 
while the younger branch chose Illya Mykytyn, Adrian 
Podpirka, Daniel Stepchuk and Victor Podpirka. The newly 
instated officers called for continued support and coopera-
tion in implementing the fraternity’s proposed programs.

by Marta Mudri

LOGAN, Ohio – The Plast philanthropic sorority Shostokryli 
celebrated a productive two years with their biennial retreat on 
September 30 through October 2, in the Hocking Hills area of 
southern Ohio. 

The Shostokryli have been working on organizing and exe-
cuting Plast activities, such as helping to lead the Cleveland 
Plast branch during the school year and helping to run the 
camp kitchen at the Pysanyi Kamin (PK) campground during 
the summer. 

Events planned by the Shostokryli this year include the 
annual 5k@PK and Plast Day basket raffle. Proceeds of each of 
these events went directly to maintenance and upkeep of the 
Pysanyi Kamin camp in Middlefield, Ohio. 

Thirty members participated in the fall retreat, of which six 
were new to the sorority. The retreat in Hocking Hills, an area 
known for its beautiful landscape and hiking trails, was a 
chance for the members of the Shostokryli to relax and re-ener-
gize in preparation for another year of ongoing work in Plast 
Ukrainian Scouting Organization.

Members of the Lisovi Chorty fraternity of Plast Ukrainian Scouting Organization at their semi-annual grand council.
Irenaeus Yurchuk

Members of the Plast sorority Shostokryli at their biennial retreat.
Natalia Zappernick

 Plast sorority Shostokryli holds biennial retreat

Ukrainian American Veterans award scholarships for 2016
YONKERS, N.Y. – The Ukrainian 

American Veterans (UAV) announced that 
eight students have received the organiza-
tion’s 2016 scholarship awards. 

Mark Frederick Lewis (Florida), who 
attends Florida Atlantic University and is 
majoring in criminal justice, received the 
UAV Post 40 award of $500. Anna 
Terrebetzky (New York) received the UAV 
Ladies Auxiliary award of $400. She attends 
Hunter College and majors in English. 
Alexander Geba (Massachusetts) received a 
$300 scholarship. He attends Bridgewater 
State University and majors in marketing. 

The other five students received $200 
each. Anjelika Kuziv (Illinois) attends 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Campaign 
and majors in biology; Christina Nadia 
Vosbikian (Pennsylvania) attends 
Princeton University and majors in public 
and international affairs; Christina Sophia 
Bej (Michigan) attends Oakland University 
and majors in actuarial science; Brandon 

Christina Sophia Bej

Anjelika Kuziv

Chloe Diakiwsky 

Mark Frederick Lewis 

Alexander Geba

Anna Terrebetzky

Brandon Paul Hrycak

Christina Nadia Vosbikian (Continued on page 18)

 Plast fraternity “Lisovi Chorty” meets in Canada
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Club Suzie-Q themes highlight Ukrainian churches, art show, local sites
by Roma Marie Cehelsky Nightengale 

KERHONKSON, N.Y. – Club Suzie-Q, a group of Ukrainian 
American professionals who have been meeting annually 
since 1984, gathered again at the Soyuzvka Heritage Center 
in Kerhonkson, N.Y., beginning on August 13. This year’s 
group of 20 participants experienced social activities, din-
ing, light hiking and informational presentations. 

Topics of presentations and activities ranged from 
Ukrainian churches to aerial views of the Catskill Mountains, 
an art show featuring Club Suzie-Q member talent, and 
excursions to regional attractions such as lakes Mohonk and 
Minnewaska, and Wing’s Castle in Millbrook, NY. 

Starting with a reception followed by the traditional 
hug-in, dinner and “zabava” (dance) on the first day, every-
one was off to a great start.

Club Suzie-Q consists of both married and single profes-
sionals who enjoy friendships and learning about Ukrainian 
issues. Attendees hail from several Canadian cities, as well 
as numerous locations in the U.S. They participate in 
Soyuzivka’s planned events, such the crowning of Miss 
Soyuzivka, and there is a tradition of excursions outside of 
Soyuzivka grounds, as well as hiking on Soyuzivka’s trails. 

The annual Monday evening Ukrainian Discussion Night 
is an important event for members as an update and shar-
ing of information about Ukraine. This year’s featured 
event was the viewing and discussion of the video docu-
mentary “A Vision of Freedom: The Ukrainian Church and 
Communism,” which Club Suzie-Q member Lucy Alonso of 
New Jersey arranged. 

The documentary covers the experience of the 
Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church, which emerged from the 
underground in the late 1980s in the era of glasnost, and 
survived for more than four decades in spite of severe 
Communist government persecution of the institution, its 
clergy and its faithful. The video showed icons, churches, 
ceremonies and reporting of miraculous events, as well as 
interviews with clergy and professors. 

During the discussion that followed, Anisa Mycak placed 
the events portrayed in the documentary into a wider his-
torical context. News of the video showing traveled to the 
Very Rev. Dr. Ivan Kaszczak of Holy Trinity Ukrainian 
Catholic Church in Kerhonkson, who joined the group for 
an enthusiastic second viewing and a discussion of the doc-
umentary. 

Taras Dobusz, an architect from New Jersey, provided a 
compelling presentation titled “Center Plan Churches.” 
Beginning with early Christian church design and leading 
through the Roman and Byzantine eras, he traced the devel-
opment of the various plan forms and shapes and how they 
evolved to influence church construction in Ukraine. 

Featuring six beautiful Ukrainian churches that he 
designed within the tristate area, Mr. Dobusz explained 
how those historic influences helped to shape their design. 
Delving into the practical areas of budgetary issues, build-
ing and zoning codes, and dealing with contractors, Mr. 
Dobusz made the experience of building a church come to 
life by showcasing the construction process of his most 
recent church, St. John the Baptist Ukrainian Catholic 
Church in Whippany, N.J., from start to finish.

A unique event this year was the Sunday afternoon art 
show that was held at the Soyuzivka library during which 
six Club Suzie-Q members presented their art, describing 
their backgrounds and their motivations for creativity, and 
explaining their works. 

Stefan Tur of New York has had a long career in art and 
photography, and originally worked in New York City. Mr. 
Tur currently owns a new, large multi-media studio not far 
from Soyuzivka. Mr. Tur displayed impressive photography 
and metal sculptures, explaining his techniques. 

Sisters Tamara and Lesya Hanenko of New Jersey, pre-
sented their art works as “Fine Arts by Hanenko.” Their oil 
and acrylic paintings, painted glass, wood and ceramic 
items show a beautiful array of color, floral themes and 
landscapes. In their art, they feature “the beauty of Ukraine 
and its wonderful nature and people,” explained Tamara 
Hanenko. As a published poet, she also read poetry from 
her new book “Taste of Happiness.” Fine Arts by Hanenko 
appears at many Ukrainian events and festivals, and in gal-
leries across the northeastern U.S.

Roman Barniak of New Jersey showed the group his 
spectacular photography of the American West. He 
explained the evolution of his photography career from 
“taking pictures while hiking” to “hiking to take pictures.” 
This involves learning how to be at the right time and 
place, such as rising at 3 a.m. to properly capture the beau-
ty of scenes. Mr. Barniak enlightened the group as to the 
technology aspect of the process as well, stating, “We are in 
the golden age of photography, where recent technological 
developments have given regular photographers capabili-
ties once available only to select professionals, or were 
simply impossible.” 

Nadia Gavrylak of New Jersey displayed her hand-made 
jewelry and read her original poetry. Ms. Gavrylak’s beauti-
ful, colorful Ukrainian necklaces were a treat for viewers at 
the art show. Her poetry, which she read in Ukrainian, 
included heartwarming themes such as an older couple’s 
loving and giving relationship, nature and childhood. 

Myron Gudz of Connecticut presented paintings done by 
his father, Dr. Walter Gudz, and two ceramic plates done by 
A. Pankevich of Newark, N.J. Dr. Gudz’s paintings were 
mostly in the style of Mychajlo Moroz, with whom he 
learned to paint. Myron Gudz talked about the world-
renowned Mr. Moroz, who painted landscapes as well as 
architectural landmarks, using his signature turbulent 
strokes. Themes of his paintings are well-known mountain 
ranges such as the Carpathian Mountains, the Alps and the 
Catskills. Dr. Gudz’s paintings, also landscapes, were done 
in a slightly refrained style. Mr. Gudz donated one of the 
Pankevich ceramic plates to Soyuzivka. 

Club Suzie-Q members are also interested in local geo-
graphic features as well as interesting sites in the area. Yuri 
Mykolayevych of New York gave a narrated presentation of 
the Catskill Mountains’ physical features and geography, 
using his hiking and aerial photos. Mr. Mykolayevych who is 
a private pilot, provided spectacular aerial photography to 
view on a large screen. In this year’s presentation, he started 
by identifying the view from the Veselka deck at Soyuzivka. 

He showed aerial views of the Devil’s Path lines of 
mountains and those around the Ashokan Reservoir. 
Additional views were of Schoharie Creek valley, where St. 
John the Baptist Church in the Hunter, N.Y., area is located, 
North-South Lake, Kaaterskill Falls, the Great Wall of 
Manitou escarpment, Huckleberry Point, various mountain 
cloves, and effects of the New York City watershed area. 

Members have hiked and viewed many of these areas 
and find it of interest to learn about the topographical rela-
tionship of the familiar landscapes, viewing them from the 
aerial perspective. Mr. Mykolayevych said he is glad to 
share aerial views of Plast camps as well. (Readers may 

First-day arrivals gather for a group photo.
Andrew Hrechak Club Suzie-Q art show participants (from left) Nadia Gavrylak, Myron 

Gudz, Tamara Hanenko, Lesya Hanenko, Roman Barniak and Stefan Tur.

Andrew Hrechak

Club Suzie-Q members enjoy an excursion to Wings Castle in Millbrook, N.Y.
Donna Sianchuk

(Continued on page 18)
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Chornomorskyi Ball 2016
Friday, November 25th, 2016

9 pm-2 am
Ukrainian American Cultural Center of New Jersey

60 North Je� erson Rd
Whippany, NJ 07981

Featuring “Svitanok”
General admission $30

Discounted accommodations available at:
FAIRBRIDGE HOTEL

130 Route 10 West
East Hanover, NJ 07936

(973) 386-5622

Free shuttle between hotel
and zabava will be provided before and a� er.

� e room discount promo code is “Scouts”.

by Ernie McCullough

TORONTO – The Kyiv Chamber Choir 
concert on Sunday, October 30, in Toronto’s 
Koerner Hall was described by Conductor 
Mykola Hobdych as “something that hap-
pens maybe once or twice in the lifetime of 
any choir or conductor. In our case, the last 
time was in Carnegie Hall in 1996.”

This superb concert hall was virtually 
sold out. The choir and producers Platinum 
Concerts International were welcomed by 
the president of  Canada’s  Royal 
Conservatory of Music, which co-presented 
the Toronto concert. The choir performed 
both sacred and folk music from Ukraine 
with skill and passion. The choir’s perfor-
mance elicited a standing ovation that went 
on for over seven minutes. 

Two days earlier, the  award-winning 
choir had performed this repertoire in 
Chicago – their first-ever concert in that 
city – and their “Sounds of Ukraine” concert 
also drew a lengthy standing ovation.

Executive Producer Andrew Witer said 
“I think Mykola Hobdych and his choir are 
presenting the very best in Ukrainian cho-
ral music. Ukrainians are loving it. But so 
are the other people who come to these 

concerts because they know that Ukrainian 
music, as performed by this superb Choir, is 
great choral music.”

Mr. Witer said the Kyiv Chamber Choir’s 

performances “appeal to anyone who loves 
good music,” and noted that “Recognition 
by the broader music community helps the 
choir achieve one of its goals – ensuring 

that great Ukrainian music will never be 
banned or ignored again.”

The first half of the choir’s concert features 
sacred music by some of Ukraine’s greatest 
composers. This music was written in the 
middle ages, through the Baroque, Classical 
and Romantic eras and up to today.  It 
includes selections by Dyletsky, Bortniansky, 
Stetsenko and Sylvestrov, among others. 

“Most Ukrainians have heard the music 
of these master composers – but never 
sung with such unforgettable skill and pas-
sion,”  says Choir Tour Coordinator Oksana 
Komarnicky.

The second half of the choir’s concert 
features melodic folk songs, drawn from 
over 1,000 years of music history – 
arranged by talented Ukrainian choral com-
posers.  Havrylets, Bida, Nebesny and 
Zubytsky are among the composers whose 
works are featured in the choir’s concert.

The folk songs are not just sung – they are 
presented as “chapters” in a continuous story. 

This concert is to be performed in New 
York, Washington, Philadelphia, Boston, 
Hartford and Rochester, from November 1 
to November 6, before this world-
renowned choir returns to Kyiv.

Mykola Hobdych, conductor of the Kyiv Chamber Choir.

Kyiv Chamber Choir’s concert in Toronto hailed as great success

use Club Suzie-Q contact information at the 
end of this article if interested in contacting 
Mr. Mykolayevych or other presenters dis-
cussed.) 

The unique local site that attendees vis-
ited this year was Wings Castle in 
Millbrook, N.Y. The stone and lumber con-
structed castle, complete with turrets, 
heavy wooden arched doors and a moat, 
has a true medieval look. Wings Castle has 
been featured on “Extreme Homes” on 
HGTV and has served as a backdrop for 
many music albums, movies and fashion 
shoots. Artists Peter and Toni Ann Wing 
built most of it with their own hands, 
using 80 percent recycled materials. The 
castle is now also used as a bed and break-

fast. Club Suzie-Q members toured the 
grounds and the interior of the castle, and 
viewed the many antiques and collectibles 
inside. 

Roma Cehelsky Nightengale of Rochester, 
N.Y., and Dr. Andrew Hrechak of Irvington, 
N.J., planned and managed the last four 
years of Club Suzie-Q weeks at Soyuzivka. 
Club Suzie-Q is independent of Soyuzivka 
and has met in numerous locations over the 
years, in addition to their annual gatherings 
at Soyuzivka for the last 33 years. The orga-
nizers work closely with Soyuzivka staff, 
particularly Sonia Semanyszyn, to schedule 
use of facilities, electronic equipment and 
furnishings as required for events and pre-
sentations. 

Club Suzie-Q welcomes new members. 
For further information and to be added to 
the e-mail list, readers may write to Ms. 
Nightengale at clubsuzieq@gmail.com. 

(Continued from page 17)

Club Suzie-Q...

Paul Hrycak (New Jersey) attends 
California State University, Chico, and 
majors in computer information systems; 
and Chloe Diakiwsky (Pennsylvania) 
attends Penn State University and majors in 
veterinary and biomedical science. 

The purpose of the scholarship award is 
to help undergraduate students pay for 

books or school supplies. Students are 
required to write an essay (400-500 
words) about a current military or popular 
topic. The topics for this year are: the war 
on terrorism, human rights, the negative 
effects of wars on American veterans, 
Russian aggression against sovereign coun-
tries and Ukrainian American veterans’ 
contributions to America’s wars. Students 
can chose any one of these five topics. 
Other criteria considered for a scholarship 
are academic achievement and extracurric-

ular activities. The scholarship recipients 
are announced during the UAV’s annual 
national convention, which year was held 
in Chicago on October 13-15.

Applications for student scholarships are 
available on the UAV website: www.uavets.
org. To be eligible for a UAV scholarship, 
applicants must be descendants of or related 
to Ukrainian American veterans. Students 
should be full-time undergraduate college 
students in a degree program; students 
attending accredited trade schools or institu-

tions that have a degree program also are eli-
gible. Applications are accepted year round, 
and the deadline is August 31 of each year.

Applications should be sent to UAV 
National Scholarship Officer Nicholas 
Skirka, 109 Windsor Terrace, Yonkers, NY, 
10701. For additional information, readers 
may e-mail nskirka@optonline.net or call 
914-965-3707. 

The UAV National Scholarship Committee 
includes John Tkachuk, Peter Olijarczyk, 
Maksym Makarczuk and Russel Olijarczyk.

(Continued from page 16)

UAV awards...
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Through November 27 Art exhibit, “Journey into Paradise” with works by
Chicago Volodymyr Podlevsky and Svitlana Moiseieva, Ukrainian 
 National Museum, 312-421-8020 or 
 www.ukrainiannationalmuseum.org 

November 7 Book presentation, “Jews and Ukrainians” by Yohanan 
New York Petrovsky-Shtern, Ukrainian Institute of America, 
 www.ukrainianinstitute.org or 212-288-8660

November 7 Seminar in Ukrainian Studies with Patricia Grimsted,
Cambridge, MA Harvard University, www.huri.harvard.edu or 
 617-495-4053

November 10 U.S.-Ukraine Business Network Session Special Event,
New York  Center for U.S.-Ukrainian Relations, Dentons U.S.,
 www.usukrainianrelations.org

November 10 Alexander Dallin Lecture, with Alena Ledeneva, 
Stanford, CA “Russia’s Economy of Favors and its Context: Evidence 
 From the Global Information Project,” Stanford 
 University, http://creees.stanford.edu

November 10-12 Danyliw Seminar in Ukrainian Studies, Chair of 
Ottawa Ukrainian Studies, University of Ottawa, 
 chairukr@gmail.com or 613-562-5800 ext. 3692

November 11 Concert with violinist Solomiya Ivakhiv, featuring the
San Francisco Farallon Quintet and Jason Bonham on viola, Old First
 Concerts, www.oldfirstconcerts.org

November 11-13 Charity art event to benefit Ukrainian soldiers and
Whippany, NJ  their families, Sabile Gallery, Ukrainian American
 Cultural Center of New Jersey, www.uaccnj.org

November 12 Holodomor commemorative event, Ukrainian Congress 
New York  Committee of America, St. Patrick Cathedral,
 www.ucca.org

November 12 Conference, “Ecumenical Encounters Between East and
Philadelphia West. Catholicism and Orthodoxy in Ukraine,” St. 
 Sophia Religious Association, La Salle University, 
 www.stsophia.us/en or 215-635-1555

November 12 Ukrainian Harvest Dinner, St. Vladimir the Great 
Ottawa Knights of Columbus, St. John the Baptist Ukrainian 
 Catholic Shrine, 613-831-3046 or 613-599-4791

November 12 Literary evening celebrating Ivan Franko, St. Andrew 
North Port, FL Ukrainian Religious and Cultural Center, 941-408-8125

November 12 Book launch, “Liubovne Zhyttia” by Oksana Lutsyshyna, 
New York Shevchenko Scientific Society, 212-254-5130

November 12-13 36th annual Autumn Fest, Epiphany of Our Lord Ukrainian
St. Petersburg, FL  Catholic Church, 727-465-8455 or john7119@hotmail.com

November 13 Felting for beginners course, with instruction by Marta
New York Zahaykevich, The Ukrainian Museum,
 www.ukrainianmuseum.org or 212-228-0110

November 13 Concert, jazz pianist John Stech, The Washington Group 
Alexandria, VA Cultural Fund, The Lyceum, twgculturalfund@gmail.com

November 13 Concert and book presentation, “Zhuravel” “The Crane,” 
Jenkintown, PA Ukrainian Music Institute, Ukrainian Educational and 
 Cultural Center, umi.phila@yahoo.com or 267-838-8042

November 13 Concert, Farallon Quintet with San Jose Chamber Music 
San Jose, CA Society, Trianon Theater, 408-995-5400 or 
 www.trianontheater.com

November 13 Presentation by Lubomyr Luciuk, “From Camp to
Oshawa, ON Canada: A Displaced Person’s Experience,” Ukrainian
 Canadian Research and Documentation Center, Lviv
 Hall,  905-723-8762 or www.lvivpavilion.com

November 14 Seminar with Dominic Lieven, “Ukraine, Empire and 
Cambridge, MA International Crisis, 1900-1920,” Harvard University, 
 www.huri.harvard.edu or 617-495-4053

Entries in “Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to events 
advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome submissions 
from all our readers. Items will be published at the discretion of the editors 
and as space allows. Please send e-mail to mdubas@ukrweekly.com.
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PREVIEW OF EVENTS
Saturday, November 12
NEW YORK: The Shevchenko Scientific 
Society invites all to a book launch of 
“Liubovne Zhyttia” (2016) by well-known 
Ukrainian writer Dr. Oksana Lutsyshyna 
(University of Texas at Austin). Dr. 
Lutsyshyna, author of several collections of 
poetry and short stories, as well as studies of 
Bruno Schulz’s writings, presents a heart-
wrenching story of love and exile. The event 
will take place at the society’s building, 63 
Fourth Ave. (between Ninth and 10th 
streets) at 5 p.m. For additional information 
call 212-254-5130.
Saturday-Sunday, November 12-13
ST. PETERSBURG, Fla.: The 36th annual 
Ukrainian AutumnFest will be held at 
Epiphany of Our Lord Ukrainian Catholic 
Church at 434 90th Ave. N., St. Petersburg, FL 
33702 on Saturday at noon-10 p.m. and 
Sunday at 11 a.m.-5 p.m. The festival will fea-
ture authentic Ukrainian food (borshch, hol-
ubtsi, varenyky and potato pancakes all avail-
able for take-out), Ukrainian beer, Ukrainian 
arts and crafts, vendors, church tours, chil-
dren’s rides and games, music for dancing both 
days by “Cathy and the Lorelei Band,” and 
dance performances by the Kalyna Ukrainian 
Dancers. A silent auction and raffle will be held 
on Sunday (winner need not be present). 
There is free parking on site. Admission is $3 
for adults, free for children under 12. For infor-
mation call 727-576-1001 or 727-576-0400 or 
e-mail john7119@hotmail.com.
Sunday, November 13
JENKINTOWN, Pa.: The Philadelphia branch 

of the Ukrainian Music Institute (UMI) will 
present the newly published piano book 
“Zhuravel” – “The Crane,” with elementary 
arrangements of Ukrainian folk songs by 
long-time UMI Philadelphia branch director, 
the late Prof. Yuriy Oransky (1917-2008). The 
event will be held at 2 p.m. at the Ukrainian 
Educational and Cultural Center in 
Jenkintown, Pa. Enjoy a concert by current 
students, a children’s choir, a violin ensemble, 
thoughts about Prof. Oransky by Dr. Andrij 
Szul, and a performance by Prof. Oransky’s 
daughter, vocalist Katrya Oransky-Petyk. 
Organizers are calling all former students of 
Prof. Oransky – come share in a “dream come 
true” – the publication of Prof. Oransky’s 
teaching pieces. For further information, 
e-mail umi.phila@yahoo.com or call 267-838-
8042. Admission is by free-will donation.

Saturday, November 19
NEW YORK: Join us at 7 p.m. for “Freshly 
Minted,” a Bandura Downtown concert pre-
sentation of new instrumental music from 
Ukrainian New York, featuring Roman 
Turovsky (baroque lute), Julian Kytasty (ban-
dura) and Alex Pryrodny (piano), each per-
forming his own original compositions and 
improvisations. The evening is organized in 
conjunction with the museum’s exhibition 
“In Metal, On Paper: Coins, Banknotes and 
Postage Stamps of Independent Ukraine, 
1991-2016.” Admission (light reception 
included): $15; members and seniors, $10; 
students, $5. The Ukrainian Museum is locat-
ed at 222 E. Sixth St.; telephone, 212-228-
0110; website, www.ukrainianmuseum.org.

PREVIEW OF EVENTS GUIDELINES
Preview of Events is  a service provided at minimal cost ($20 per listing) by The Ukrainian 
Weekly to the Ukrainian community.  Items should be no more than 100 words long.
Preview items must be received no later than one week before the desired date of 
publication.  Please include payment for each time the item is to appear and indicate date(s) 
of issue(s) in which the item is to be published.  Information should be sent to: preview@
ukrweekly.com.

For instant quotes call  
888-538-2833

*  Not available in all states.

Thanksgiving is the perfect time 
to insure what you are most 

grateful for... LIFE!

2200 Route 10, Parsippany, NJ 07054
General information – 800-253-9862

www.UkrainianNationalAssociation.org
facebook.com/UkrainianNationalAssociation

Single Premium Whole Life Insurance* 
can provide a fi nancial safety net to help families maintain 

their standard of living.  Now through 12/20/16, the UNA 
is waiving its $25 fee to help you take 

the fi rst step to insure you and 
your family’s future.

Ukrainian National Association, Inc.


