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OTTAWA – In the days leading up to her 
first anniversary as Canada’s minister of 
employment, workforce development and 
labour, MaryAnn Mihychuk had the chance 
to use her pre-political professional skills in 
a visit to her ancestral homeland.

Ms. Mihychuk, who serves as the Liberal 
Member of Parliament for the north 
Winnipeg federal riding of Kildonan-St. 
Paul in the House of Commons, was in 
Ukraine during the first week of November 
to strengthen collaboration between 
Canada and Ukraine on workplace safety in 
the context of the bilateral trade agreement 
signed in Kyiv in July.

She also met with representatives of the 
International Labor Organization – the only 
tripartite United Nations agency that brings 
together governments, employers and work-
ers to develop and set labor standards and 
policies – to create a training plan involving 
Ukraine, Canada and the ILO with the goal of 
improving the safety surrounding working 
conditions in Ukraine’s extractive sector.

Ms. Mihychuk, a geoscientist for 20 years 
before entering politics in her home prov-
ince of Manitoba in 1995, said in an inter-
view that according to Ukrainian govern-
ment statistics, 26 percent of Ukrainian 
workers faced hazardous conditions on the 
job in 2015. 

“In particular, the extractive mineral 
industry was the most hazardous industrial 
sector,” said the minister, who holds a mas-
ter’s degree in geology from Brock 
University in St. Catharines, Ontario.

The three-party, workplace-safety strat-
egy is also supported by a chapter on labor 
in the Canada-Ukraine Free Trade 
Agreement (CUFTA). It requires that both 
countries’ labor laws and practices adhere 

to ILO principles and rights, including the 
prevention of occupational injuries and ill-
nesses, and offer compensation in such 
cases.

CUFTA’s labor provisions mark the first 
time Canada has incorporated a “progres-
sive” and comprehensive chapter in a free-
trade agreement that addresses such issues 
as eliminating all forms of forced labor and 
banning child labor, said Ms. Mihychuk, 
who previously served as Manitoba’s min-
ister of industry, trade and mines. CUFTA’s 
Chapter 13 on labor also gives workers the 
rights to join unions and collective bargain-
ing; prohibits employment discrimination; 
and sets out minimum employment stan-
dards, such as minimum wages and over-
time pay for wage earners, even if they are 
not covered by collective agreements. 

Similar labor protections are also part of 
the free-trade deal Canada signed with the 
European Union late last month.

Coincidentally, while Minister Mihychuk 
was preparing to leave Ukraine and head 
home on November 3, her Cabinet col-
league and fellow Ukrainian Canadian, 
International Trade Minister Chrystia 
Freeland was in Ottawa to introduce legis-
lation in the House to implement CUFTA.

 Minister Freeland and her Ukrainian 
counterpart, Economic Development and 
Trade Minister Stepan Kubiv, signed the 
agreement in July during Canadian Prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau’s first official visit 
to Ukraine. Once CUFTA receives parlia-
mentary ratification in Canada and Ukraine 
and comes into force, the agreement will 
eliminate Canadian duties on almost all 
(99.9 percent) Ukrainian imports. It will 
also remove duties on about 86 percent of 
Canadian exports to Ukraine, with the 
remaining tariff concessions to be imple-
mented over a period of up to seven years. 

Given her ministerial portfolio, Ms. 
Mihychuk’s focus flowing from CUFTA con-
cerns labor and workplace safety, and the 
latter’s importance was amplified when 
she visited the former Chornobyl power 
plant, where one reactor was destroyed 
and another experienced a partial melt-
down in 1986, resulting in the worst nucle-
ar disaster in history.

Canada has contributed $3.6 million 
($2.7 million U.S.) toward a replacement 
sarcophagus at the site to help contain and 
safely store radioactive materials resulting 
from the catastrophic accident. 

Canada is contributing as a member of 
the international Chornobyl Shelter Fund 
that is supporting the construction of a safe 
confinement structure intended to prevent 
the reactor complex from leaking radioac-
tive material into the environment It will 

Ukrainian Canadian labor minister seeks
to improve workplace safety in Ukraine

(Continued on page 8)

Presidential Administration of Ukraine

KYIV – President Petro Poroshenko con-
gratulated Donald Trump on winning the 
presidential elections in the United States 
that took place on November 8.

“My sincere congratulations to Donald 
Trump on being elected president of the 
United States and to the friendly American 
nation on democratic expression of will. 
This is a symbol of true democracy when 
nobody knew the results of the elections until 
the very last moment. And this is a feature of 
true democracy always professed and pro-
moted by our reliable and strategic American 
partners and friends,” President Poroshenko 
said at a meeting with U.S. Ambassador to 
Ukraine Marie Yovanovitch on November 9.

Mr. Poroshenko emphasized that, by 
winning the highest office in the state, the 
new U.S. president also assumed responsi-
bility for the global leadership of the United 
States in the democratic world.

Ukraine’s president also once again 
expressed appreciation for the bipartisan 
support of Ukraine by political forces of the 
United States as demonstrated by the 
American people, the U.S. Congress, the 
president and the administration. 

He said he is hopeful that the U.S. will 
continue to provide that support in two 
important spheres: the struggle of 
Ukrainians against Russian aggression, for 
freedom and independence, and the resto-
ration of sovereignty and territorial integri-
ty, as well as in the implementation of large-
scale reforms in various spheres, starting 
from the fight against corruption to energy 
sector reform, ensuring the rule of law, 
implementation of constitutional amend-
ments on justice, reform of the public pro-
curement system, security and defense.

The president emphasized that the 
abovementioned elements of Ukrainian-
American bilateral interaction and the 
strong support in strengthening interna-
tional solidarity were designed to remain 
fundamental to their strategic partnership. 
Mr. Poroshenko also said he expects that 
the functioning of the bilateral Commission 
for Strategic Partnership will soon be 
relaunched.

The Ukrainian president also welcomed 
the re-election of representatives of the 
Ukrainian caucuses in the House of 
Representative and Senate, which, he said, 

Poroshenko congratulates Trump

(Continued on page 7)

MaryAnn Mihychuk, Canada’s minister 
of employment, workforce development 

and labor.

by Yaro Bihun

WASHINGTON – The first anniversary of 
the dedication of the Ukrainian Holodomor 
Memorial in this nation’s capital was 
marked at its site here on November 7 with 
an evening event focusing on the impor-

tance of remembering that evil Soviet mass 
killing of millions of Ukrainians by starva-
tion in 1932-1933 and ensuring that simi-
lar crimes will not be repeated in the 
future.

Ceremony in D.C. marks first anniversary
of Holodomor Memorial’s dedication

(Continued on page 9)

Ukraine’s Ambassador to the U.S. Valeriy Chaly opens the commemoration of the first 
anniversary of the dedication of of the Ukrainian Holodomor Memorial in Washington.

Yaro Bihun
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Ukrainians react to Trump victory 

KYIV – Ukrainians have expressed disbe-
lief and worry after they awoke to discover 
that a U.S. election outcome many had 
feared – a Donald Trump presidency – had 
become reality. “Tell me I’m sleeping and 
this is a terrible nightmare!” a shocked 
Daria Kaleniuk, executive director of the 
Kyiv-based NGO Anticorruption Action 
Center, wrote on Facebook on November 9. 
“Please someone tell me this is not happen-
ing...” tweeted civil activist Kateryna Kruk as 
it became apparent that Republican candi-
date Trump was closing in on a victory over 
his Democratic rival, Hillary Clinton. Kyiv 
considers Washington to be its strongest 
ally in its fight against a revanchist Russia, 
and Trump’s statements during the cam-
paign have prompted concerns that he may 
be more accepting of Russia’s actions in 
Ukraine than the current administration. 
Many ordinary Ukrainians fear that Trump 
might end U.S. sanctions against Russia 
over its interference in Ukraine, formally 
recognize Russia’s 2014 seizure of 
Ukraine’s Crimean peninsula, and allow the 
Kremlin to restore its sphere of influence in 
Eastern Europe. Some want specific 
answers from Trump regarding his position 
on Ukraine, and they want their leaders to 
pry them from him. Lithuanian-born for-
mer Ukrainian Economy Minister Aivaras 
Abromavicius took an optimistic approach, 
tweeting: “Life goes on. Everything will be 
fine.” (Christopher Miller of RFE/RL)

Saakashvili quits as Odesa governor 

KYIV – The boisterous former Georgian 
President Mikheil Saakashvili resigned on 
November 7 as governor of Ukraine’s Odesa 
region, accusing the Ukrainian president of 
dishonesty and the central government of 
sabotaging crucial reforms. “This is going 
on quite openly,” Mr. Saakashvili told an out-
door press conference streamed live on 
Facebook from the port of Odesa. Then, in 
an apparent allusion to the continuing war 
pitting Russia-backed separatists in eastern 
Ukraine against the central government in 
Kyiv, he added that the “Odesa region is 
being handed over not only to corrupt peo-
ple, but also to enemies of Ukraine.” Mr. 
Saakashvili, a firebrand reformer who was 

Georgian president from 2004 to 2013, was 
appointed by Ukrainian President Petro 
Poroshenko to govern the Black Sea coastal 
region in May 2015. Mr. Saakashvili relin-
quished his Georgian citizenship to assume 
official responsibilities in Odesa. He had 
expressed increasing frustration with Mr. 
Poroshenko in recent months over reported 
efforts to root out corrupt officials and said 
in his resignation speech that he was tired 
of broken presidential promises. Looking 
straight at news cameras, Mr. Saakashvili 
directed a question at the president: “How 
much can you lie and cheat?” Mr. 
Poroshenko’s press office did not respond 
to Saakashvili’s accusations, saying in an 
e-mailed statement to RFE/RL only that 
“the Cabinet will submit Saakashvili’s resig-
nation to the president, [and] he will accept 
this resignation.” Mr. Saakashvili said that 
“the last straw that broke my patience” was 
Ukrainian officials’ income declarations 
made public last week. The data exposed 
vast gaps between the fortunes of politi-
cians and those they represent at a time 
when Ukraine is pleading with the West for 
financial assistance. Mr. Saakashvili vowed 
to reporters on November 7 to “start a new 
stage of the struggle” in Ukraine, although 
he did not provide details. “I will do every-
thing it takes until we win a complete victo-
ry to free Ukraine from this scum, from this 
corrupt dirt that capitalizes on the blood of 
our soldiers and victims of the [Euro-
Maidan], who betrayed the idea of the 
Ukrainian revolution and whose only moti-
vation is to line their own pockets!” 
(Christopher Miller of RFE/RL)

EU adds six Duma deputies to sanctions list

RUSSELS – The European Union has 
added six new deputies in Russia’s State 
Duma – all from Crimea – to its sanctions 
list over Russia’s seizure and illegal annexa-
tion of the Ukrainian territory. The six 
blacklisted State Duma deputies won their 
seats in Russia’s September parliamentary 
elections. The EU sanctions have been 
imposed on individuals and entities that, 
according to Brussels, are responsible for 
actions against Ukraine’s territorial integri-
ty. Asset freezes and visa bans were first 

(Continued on page 12)

 ANALYSIS

by Pavel Baev
Eurasia Daily Monitor

This year’s United States presidential 
election campaign may have been like no 
other before it in the intensity of acrimony 
and the starkness of choices. But as every 
other, it comes to an end in the first full 
week of November. In its final stretch, 
Russian President Vladimir Putin discov-
ered that neither outcome would actually 
be positive for him. Even if – bucking the 
majority of statistical forecasts – the 
Republican nominee emerges victorious on 
November 8, Donald Trump will be under 
pressure to prove that he is not Mr. Putin’s 
“puppet.” Whereas, Hillary Clinton, the 
more probable victor, has a long score to 
settle with the Kremlin – particularly over 
the Russian hacking of her e-mails (see 
Eurasia Daily Monitor, October 24). 

But either way, the uncertainty over the 
country’s future is finally about to be set-
tled. The new U.S. leadership will chart a 
new course, and Moscow, which has taken 
pride in engaging in a global rivalry with 
Washington, will have to face the conse-
quences (Gazeta.ru, November 3). This 
rather unpleasant and near-term prospect 
has convinced Mr. Putin to shift political 
gears from bold escalation of tensions to 
cautious back-pedaling.

The clearest signal of this moderation 
was seen in Mr. Putin’s three-hour perfor-
mance (on October 27) in front of the Valdai 
Club of experts in international relations, 
which held its annual gathering in late 
October, in Sochi (Kommersant, October 
27). As usual, Mr. Putin went through a long 
list of grievances about Western aggressive-
ness and arrogance; but he proposed no 
firm responses (RBC, October 31). 

Veteran observers, like Alexei Arbatov, 
saw in Mr. Putin’s temperance a real desire 
to bring the risks of escalation under con-
trol and reduce the acuteness of Western 
concerns and accusations focused on him 
personally (Carnegie.ru, October 29). His 
toned-down rhetoric, however, was not 
accompanied by a single practical step 
toward discharging tensions. Hence, the 
professional “hawks” in Mr. Putin’s court 
are in no rush to elaborate on the theme of 
“détente” in the new “cold war.” Even the 
propaganda machine, normally attuned to 
the latest mood swings of the “decider,” has 
yet to tone down its drumbeat (Politcom.
ru, October 31).

One particular area of bilateral tensions 
where Moscow undertook serious and 
risky transgressions is cyber security. U.S. 
President Barack Obama has to decide in 
the remaining weeks of his term – and in 
step with the president-elect – how to 
respond to the unprecedented Russian 
cyberattacks on the Democratic campaign 
(Nezavisimaya Gazeta, November 5). The 
Kremlin and many Russian guardians of 
various state secrets have good reason to 
be nervous since the protection of many 
vulnerable Russian command-and-control 
systems is hardly reliable (Moscow Echo, 
see EDM, October 26). Mr. Putin sought to 
disprove the “myth” of Russian interfer-
ence; but his labored denials could not 
erase the trails left by awkward hackers 
(RIA Novosti, October 27). 

The news leak about a planned U.S. 
retaliatory cyberattack on Kremlin commu-
nications made such an impression that the 
Russian Foreign Affairs Ministry demanded 
from Washington an official explanation of 
this alleged involvement in “state cyber-ter-
rorism” (Newsru.com, November 5).

Russia’s military intervention in Syria is 
also confused by the Kremlin’s contradicto-
ry orders to demonstrate force while show-
ing restraint. Western outcry about Russian 
war crimes apparently persuaded Mr. Putin 
that the battle for Aleppo had gone too far, 
so he (according to official sources) turned 
down the request from the General Staff to 
resume a full-scale air assault as “untimely” 
(Rossiiskaya Gazeta, October 30). 

Russia’s only aircraft carrier, the Admiral 
Kuznetsov, keeps slowly drifting in the 
Eastern Mediterranean, but the capacity of 
the naval squadron for high-precision 
strikes is limited and its staying power 
quite short. Therefore, the long-planned 
show of force could turn out to be a com-
plete flop (see EDM, October 27; Novaya 
Gazeta, November 5). Russian media 
reporting on the major anti–Islamic State 
offensive in Mosul tends to be scant. But Mr. 
Putin’s sharp rebukes of the military’s 
eagerness to engage in mock attacks on U.S. 
Navy ships and aircraft did make the news 
in Russia (Nezavisimaya Gazeta, November 
2; Moskovsky Komsomolets, October 27).

The Russian president’s uncharacteristic 
moderation in foreign policy is accompa-
nied by a few benevolent gestures in 
domestic policy, which some optimistically 
inclined commentators are interpreting as a 
new “thaw” (Vedomosti, October 30). 
Meanwhile, speaking at a ceremony inaugu-
rating a massive statue of Prince Vladimir 
[Volodymyr in Ukrainian], near the Kremlin 
walls, Mr. Putin called for unity in meeting 
“external challenges and threats.” But there 
is hardly any serious effort being directed at 
sustaining the “patriotic” mobilization 
(Kremlin.ru, November 4). The military 
intervention in Syria, for that matter, is now 
supported by only 52 percent of respon-
dents in independent polls, while 48 per-
cent express concern about the risk of esca-
lation of tensions around Syria into a World 
War III (Levada.ru, October 31). 

Notwithstanding the propaganda noise, 
public attention is inevitably shifting to 
deepening domestic social problems. And 
the discussions in the government on the 
shortage of funding for the health care sys-
tem are not producing any results 
(Kommersant, November 2). The disturbing 
news about an HIV epidemic outbreak in 
Yekaterinburg not only raises the issue of 
budget cuts but also illustrates the real-
world consequences of having branded as 
“foreign agents” a number of non-govern-
mental organizations (NGO) that were 
working inside Russia on rehabilitating drug 
addicts (Republic.ru, November 2). 
Economic stagnation brings a steady decline 
of real incomes, while Mr. Putin’s closest 
subordinates, particularly those aggrieved 
by Western sanctions, keep gaining new 
lucrative contracts and subsidies from the 
state budget (Navalny.com, November 2).

This transformation of Russia’s excessive 
income inequality into a shocking social 
contrast turns all Kremlin appeals for 
“national unity” into a travesty. Mr. Putin’s 
oligarchs and loyal siloviki (security servic-
es personnel) are not at all eager to pursue 
brinksmanship with the U.S. and NATO or 
to unleash domestic repressions. But they 
feel the acute need to ensure the continua-
tion of their comfortably corrupt regime. 
They have no vision or plan for the future, 
nor any meaningful draft for economic 
reforms. And attempts to utilize history to 
neutralize the brewing social discontent 
only betrays their ignorance and cynicism. 

As U.S. elections conclude, 
Putin rediscovers moderation
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Quotable notes
“The U.S. should continue to build its 

security policy on the trans-Atlantic 
relationship that has led to an unprece-
dented peace and prosperity for the 
United States and Europe. Therefore, as 
commander-in-chief, Donald Trump 
must display strength towards Russia. 
Putin only respects a firm and steady 
hand. The U.S. president must strength-
en the U.S. containment and deterrent 
policy towards Russia to lay the ground 
for serious dialogue and, ultimately, 
restore the strategic balance in Europe.”

“The U.S. must increase support for 
NATO’s eastern flank, set up military 
bases wherever Russia is threatening 
the freedom and livelihood of U.S. allies, 
and wholeheartedly protect Ukraine 
against future Russian aggression.”

“The Baltics and Ukraine are close 
friends of the U.S., and neglecting them 
will have far-reaching consequences and 
mark the beginning of the end of the 
U.S.-led system.”

– Former NATO Secretary-General 
Anders Fogh Rasmussen, as quoted by the 
UNIAN news service on November 9.

“Trump is surrounded both by pro-
Russian ‘doves’ like Gen. Michael Flynn 
and hawks who support lethal arms for 
Ukraine like Newt Gingrich and Sen. Jeff 
Sessions. Although he supports a signifi-
cant arms build-up for the U.S., Trump’s 
inexperience in foreign affairs, and his 
mercurial views on national security are 
likely to create uncertainty. Initially, 
Trump is likely to pursue accommoda-
tion with Russia. At the same time, he is 
likely to lay down firm markers on 
Putin’s international adventurism. If 
Putin transgresses these, Trump is likely 
to respond as a hawk, not as a dove.”

– Adrian Karatnycky, a senior fellow at 
the Atlantic Council, as quoted in the 
Financial Times on November 9.

by Capt. Scott Kuhn
U.S. Army Europe

YAVORIV, Ukraine – U.S. Ambassador to 
Ukraine Marie Yovanovitch visited the sol-
diers of the Joint Multinational Training 
Group-Ukraine (JMTG-U) and toured the 
International Peacekeeping and Security 
Center here October 27.

The visit began with a briefing from Col. 
Nick Ducich, commander of JMTG-U and Lt. 
Gen. Pavlo Tkachuk, commander of 
Ukraine’s Land Forces Academy. Following 
the briefing, the ambassador had a chance 
to tour Central City, which houses and sup-
ports the training units as well as the rota-
tional Ukrainian forces.

“It’s a pretty impressive operation in 
terms of the set-up and the example we are 
showing the Ukrainians,” Ambassador 
Yovanovitch said. “It’s really clear that it’s 

just not cooperation but it’s a partnership. 
In terms of how we work with the 
Ukrainians, how they work with us and 
how the training program is going.”

The Joint Multinational Training Group-
Ukraine is made up of U.S. soldiers from the 
California National Guard and Task Force 
Mustang from 6th Squadron, 8th Cavalry 
Regiment, 2nd Brigade Combat Team, 3rd 
Infantry Division. JMTG-U is partnered with 
soldiers from Lithuania, Poland and Canada 
to directly train Ukrainian ground forces 
while simultaneously developing an endur-
ing and sustainable combat training center 
in Ukraine.

Ambassador Yovanovitch spoke of the 
importance of the U.S. partnership with 
Ukraine and specifically the significant role 
that JMTG-U’s mission plays in that rela-
tionship.

“A bilateral relationship is made up of 

many different parts. There’s obviously the 
government part, there’s commercial rela-
tions, there’s people to people relations. 
Within the government sphere there’s dip-
lomatic relations, but there’s also mil to mil 
[military to military] relations. That, espe-
cially right now, I think that’s important, 
because for us to use that phrase of 
‘Europe, whole, free and at peace,’ that is 
important for us,” Ms. Yovanovitch said. 
“Ukraine is a part of Europe and if we can 
help them fulfill that dream, I think that’s in 
our strategic interest and I think it’s in the 
interest of the trans-Atlantic alliance. The 
mil to mil part of helping Ukraine build up 
its security, build up its capabilities is obvi-
ously a crucial part of that.”

During her tour of the facilities the 
ambassador also had the opportunity to 
engage with soldiers. She said she was 
impressed with their morale and dedica-
tion to the mission.

“One individual told me he has been 
doing this kind of work for a while, working 
with partner countries to help with training 
and this is by far his best experience because 
the Ukrainians are engaged and capable and 
want to learn,” she said. “From a professional 
point of view it is very satisfying.”

Although this isn’t her first assignment 
as an ambassador nor her first assignment 
in Ukraine (she served as deputy chief of 
mission from 2001 to 2004), Ambassador 
Yovanovitch has only been in her current 
position since late August. This was her 
first opportunity to visit JMTG-U and the 
IPSC, but she said it will definitely not be 
her last.

“This is a huge part of our relationship 
and it’s important. I hear so much about it 
and I talk so much about it, so it was impor-
tant for me to come out here and see for 
myself.”

U.S. ambassador to Ukraine visits  
Joint Multinational Training Group

The new U.S. ambassador to Ukraine, Marie L. Yovanovitch, shakes hands with Lt. 
Gen. Pavlo Tkachuk, commander of Ukraine’s Land Forces Academy, on October 27 

at the International Peacekeeping and Security Center.

Army Staff Sgt. Elizabeth Tarr

Ukrainian soldiers run in 41st U.S. Marine Corps Marathon
PARSIPPANY, N.J. – A team of Ukrainian 

wounded warriors – some of whom were 
ATO veterans who were undergoing reha-
bilitation in medical centers in Washington, 
Chicago and Philadelphia – participated in 
the 41st U.S. Marine Corps Marathon on 
October 30 in Washington. Nearly 100 
members of the Ukrainian community came 
out to support the Ukrainian soldiers.

The course began and finished at the 
Marine Corps War Memorial in Arlington, 
Va., while passing the Pentagon, Arlington 
National Cemetery, the town of Rosslyn, 
Georgetown, the National Mall and Crystal 
City.

Also participating were representatives of 
the U.S. Marine Corps, the British-American 
charity Allied Forces Foundation, Ukrainian 
volunteer groups in the U.S.A., journalists and 
a team of wounded soldiers from Georgia.

Vadym Sviridenko, a former soldier of 
the 128th mountain brigade, said that 
Ukraine’s soldiers dedicated their run to all 
Ukrainian military personnel who lost their 
lives or health while combating Russian 
aggression against Ukraine. 

Mr. Sviridenko, 43 (who placed 1,810th), 
was joined by Vadym Maznichenko, 30 
(placed 3,896th), Pavlo Stepanov, 26 (placed 
4,791st), Nataliia Melnychenko 30 (placed 
4,037th), Kateryna Mashko, 22 (placed 
2,553rd), and Dmytro Fesenko, 33 (placed 
747th), Volodymyr Havrylov, 58 (placed 
3,900th), and Andriy Kikh, 40 (placed 
4,792nd), in the 10-kilometer race. Alexander 
Valchyshen, 44, placed 480th in the marathon.

Stuart Taylor, president of the Allied 
Forces Foundation, noted that the participa-
tion in the marathon by soldiers from 
Ukraine and Georgia demonstrated a high 

spirit and willingness of these countries’ 
militaries to withstand the foreign aggressor.

The athletes representing Ukraine were 
selected from a group of 60 candidates who 
were injured while defending Ukrainian 
independence against Russian aggression 
in eastern Ukraine in 2014-2015.

Two warriors, Messrs. Sviridenko and 
Maznichenko, accomplished a rehabilitation 
course in Walter Reed National Military 
Medical Center in Bethesda, Md., this year.

Participation of wounded Ukrainian war-
riors in the 41st Marine Corps Marathon 
was made possible by the support of the 
Allied Forces Foundation and Partnership 
for Peace Section of the NATO’s Office in 

Kyiv, and with active assistance of the 
Embassy of Ukraine to the U.S. and volun-
teer organizations.

All members of the team were very 
excited about the possibility to travel to the 
United States and to represent their coun-
try in such a prestigious event as MCM. For 
them it is also important to talk to col-
leagues from other countries and share 
their experience of survival and active life 
even with severe traumas.

A group of rehab specialists and volun-
teers from Ukraine accompanied the 
wounded soldiers. They plan to visit U.S. 
military medical centers and discuss joint 
activities with U.S. rehab specialists. 

Wounded warriors from Ukraine (from left, front row): Vadym Maznichenko, Vadym 
Sviridenko; (back row), Nataliia Melnychenko, Dmytro Fesenko, Kateryna Mashko 

and Volodymyr Havrylov.

Vadym SviridenkoVadym Maznichenko

www.mil.gov.ua
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       THE UKRAINIAN NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FORUM       T

Young UNA’ers

Sophia Grace Kuzma, daughter of Eileen 
and George Kuzma of Washington 
Township, N.J., is a new member of UNA 
Branch 171. She was enrolled by her 

grandfather George Kuzma.

Keyan Popadynec, son of Larysa Szanc Smarsh and Danylo 
Popadynec, is a new member of UNA Branch 57. He was enrolled 

by his parents.

Wasyl and Kashtan, sons of Ruta Lew and Yarko Dobriansky, 
are new members of UNA Branch 5. They were enrolled by their 

grandmother Oksana Lew.

Mission 
Statement
The Ukrainian National 
Association exists:

• to promote the prin-
ciples of fraternalism; 

• to preserve the 
Ukrainian, Ukrainian 
American and Ukrainian  
Canadian heritage and cul-
ture; and 

• to provide quality 
financial services and prod-
ucts to its members.

As a fraternal insurance 
society, the Ukrainian 
National Association rein-
vests its earnings for the 
benefit of its members and 
the Ukrainian community.

BRIDGEPORT, Conn. – The fall organizing meeting of the Connecticut District of the Ukrainian National Association was held on 
Saturday, November 5, here at St. Mary the Protectress Holy Dormition Ukrainian Catholic Church. Yuriy Symczyk, the UNA’s 
deputy national secretary at the Home Office, and UNA Advisor Gloria Horbaty were in attendance, along with representatives from 
branches in Bridgeport, Hartford, New Britain and New Haven.

–Myron Kolinsky

Connecticut District holds fall organizing meeting

2200 Route 10, Parsippany, NJ 07054 
General information – 800-253-9862
www.UkrainianNationalAssociation.org

facebook.com/UkrainianNationalAssociation

Ukrainian 
National 

Association, Inc.

Thanksgiving 
is the perfect time 
to insure what 
you are most grateful
for... LIFE!

For instant quotes call 888-538-2833

Single Premium 
Whole Life Insurance* 
can provide a fi nancial safety net 
to help families maintain their 
standard of living.  
Now through 12/20/16, the UNA is 
waiving its $25 fee to help you take 
the fi rst step to insure you and 
your family’s future. *  
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Tens of thousands of Ukrainian officials filed electronic declarations of their 
assets, meeting the midnight October 30 deadline that had been imposed. And, not 
only did officials have to declare their own assets but also those held in the names 
of their family members. . Thus, their incomes and assets became publicly avail-
able in a searchable online database. Given that the average monthly income in 
Ukraine is $200, the revelations of officials’ wealth – in many cases excessive 
wealth – was a bombshell. News stories were filled with information on all kinds 
of assets, from stashes of foreign hard currency to luxury foreign cars, expensive 
art works, pricy watches and jewelry, and major real estate holdings. Reuters cal-
culated that the 24 members of the Cabinet of Ministers together have nearly $7 
million in cash alone.

Prime Minister Volodymyr Groysman, in an opinion piece published by The 
Guardian, stated: “We made history in Ukraine last week. For the first time ever, 
more than 100,000 top officials, including the president, members of the Cabinet, 
MPs, judges, prosecutors and civil servants, declared their assets under our new 
e-declaration system. In a statement endorsed by all of Ukraine’s leading civil soci-
ety organizations, none of whom has been shy to criticize the authorities, 
they hailed the system as ‘a truly revolutionary step towards eradicating corrup-
tion.’ ” Mr. Groysman pointed out that putting this system into place was not easy, 
as “The guardians of the old system were doing everything possible to prevent this 
and other changes that we have made to stamp out corruption.” Indeed, there 
were many obstacles, resulting in delays of the system’s implementation. 

Now, Mr. Groysman said, we can “draw a line between politicians of the past, 
who have never explained the origins of their assets, and politicians of the future 
of Ukraine, who from now on will be accountable to the people and who must 
explain where they got their money.” And, if they cannot explain where their 
wealth came from, they face prosecution and jail time.

Olexandra Ustynova, board member of Ukraine’s grassroots Anti-Corruption 
Action Center, hailed the e-declarations as “a kind of new revolution for Ukraine,” 
telling Ukraine Today that the disclosures of luxury gifts and property should 
prompt investigations by the government’s anti-corruption task force.

The e-declarations will be reviewed by the National Agency for Preventing 
Corruption. If that body finds suspicious data, it forwards the case to the National 
Anti-Corruption Bureau (NABU). The bureau has already begun examining many 
officials’ declaration of assets – those in which the assets of an official seem to be 
beyond his or her lifestyle. “The amount of declarations that raise questions is 
extremely big,” said Artem Sytnyk, head of the NABU. “This work will be long-last-
ing and exhausting.” 

Writing on November 4 in Foreign Policy, Reid Standis and Ian Bateson note: 
“The intention of the declarations is first to provide transparency and do away 
with the corrupt practices that sparked the Maidan protests. Moreover, by making 
public the wealth of officials, it opens them not only to scrutiny but also potentially 
to criminal prosecution for a false disclosure — a major accomplishment for a sys-
tem of government characterized by corruption and influenced by oligarchs.” The 
writers also acknowledge that the declarations will be “a major test” for Ukraine 
newly established anti-corruption agencies.

“It’s a miracle what we are now witnessing,” Daria Kaleniuk, the executive direc-
tor of the Anti-Corruption Action Center, a Kyiv-based NGO, told Foreign Policy. Yet, 
many anti-corruption activists express doubts that officials have declared all their 
assets and suggest it is likely they are hiding some of them in offshore accounts.

Nonetheless, there is no doubt that the e-declarations system is a major step on 
the road to reform in Ukraine. It is also, as noted by President of the European 
Parliament Martin Schulz and President of the European Council Donald Tusk, 
part of the newly established system of fighting and preventing corruption in 
Ukraine. Atlantic Council Senior Fellow Anders Aslund hit the nail on the head 
when he underscored: “In the end, this is an astounding change in a pervasively 
corrupt country. After all this transparency, Ukraine’s elite can hardly go back to its 
old, secretive ways. Both the culprits and their methods of enrichment have been 
exposed, making it far easier to render Ukraine a more honest society.”

The Ukrainian Weekly

Four years ago, on November 16, 2012, Ukraine’s Minister of 
Energy Yurii Boiko announced on Inter TV plans to reduce 
Ukraine’s dependence on Russian natural gas supplies, and even 
suggested the possibility that Russia would take Ukraine to the 
international court.

“We know there will be arguments, even court battles with 
our Russian colleagues,” he said, but Ukraine intends to defend its national interests.

Ukraine was purchasing 26 billion cubic meters (bcm) of Russian gas in 2012, which 
was a 1.5 bcm drop from the contracted amount for that year.

Vadim Chuprun, deputy chairman of Naftohaz Ukrayiny, was cited by Russian business 
newspaper Vzglyad on November 17 as saying Ukraine would cut gas imports from 
Gazprom further, with a projected purchase of 20 bcm for 2013. At the time, Ukraine was 
paying $430 per thousand cubic meters in the fourth quarter of 2012. Mr. Chuprun noted 
that Ukraine would be purchasing some 5 bcm of gas from Europe in 2013.

Mr. Boiko explained that Ukraine had a deal to buy gas from Germany, via RWE, at a 
price that was $40 to $70 cheaper per thousand cubic meters than Russia’s price and dur-
ing summer Ukraine could save up to $100 per thousand cubic meters. He added that 
shipments via Germany and Hungary would begin on January 1, 2013.

Nov.
16
2012

Turning the pages back...

by Paul Goble

Russia under Vladimir Putin is far more 
dangerous to the West than the Soviet 
Union ever was, two Russian analysts 
argue; and the West for the moment at 
least is far less capable of dealing with the 
challenges and threats the Kremlin leader 
now poses, according to a third.

The two analysts who suggest that Mr. 
Putin’s Russia is a greater threat both draw 
on the work of Western analysts: Radio 
Liberty’s Yaroslav Shimov on Bulgarian 
scholar Ruslan Stefanov (svoboda.
org/a/28090879.html) and Svobodnaya 
Pressa’s Pavel Shepilin on French author 
Nicholas Henin (svpressa.ru/politic/arti-
cle/159948/).

Mr. Stepanov, the director of the Sofia 
Center for the Study of Democracy, is one of 
the co-authors of the CSIS study, “The 
Kremlin Playbook” (csis.org/analysis/
kremlin-playbook), which examined 
Moscow’s new approach to the countries of 
the former Soviet bloc. But the Bulgarian 
scholar extends its conclusions to the West 
more generally.

He suggests that, because the Kremlin is 
prepared to use money far more freely than 
the Soviet Union ever did, it can acquire 
positions of power in many countries – 
both among those who are prepared to sell 
to it and those who hope for economic 
advantages in trade with Russia, something 
the USSR could not do as well.

He adds that, because the current 
Kremlin is less interested in promoting a 
single ideological agenda than was the 
USSR, it can build ties to groups that in the 
past would have opposed Moscow and can 
achieve its goals by promoting nationalism 
in particular countries and chaos interna-
tionally rather than seeking to expand its 
bloc as such.

Mr. Henin in Mr. Shepilin’s telling com-
pletely agrees.  He points out that Russia 
now has “a multitude of levers of influence” 
and is far more skillful in forming public 
opinion both at home and especially abroad.

 “If you support leftist views,” says Mr. 
Henin, a French journalist, today’s Russians 
“will play on your anti-Americanism. If you 
are a businessman, they will seduce you 

with promise of major contracts. If you are 
in the military, they will tell you that ‘in the 
contemporary world, we are the only coun-
try which knows how to make use of 
force.’ ” And “if you are a Christian, [the 
Russians] will say, ‘we share your desire to 
struggle against the spread of secularism.’”

Soviet operatives could never be that 
flexible and dexterous, or that generous in 
the use of funds.

According to the French journalist, 
Moscow doesn’t care whether it has to use 
money or propaganda to achieve its ends, 
and it is exploiting the rise of angry anti-glo-
balist forces within various countries to 
break down the West as an entity and thus 
increase Russia’s relative position and power.

Across the West, Mr. Henin argues, many 
in the population think they have been sold 
out by transnational elites; and Moscow 
under Mr. Putin is playing up those fears in 
order to displace existing governments and 
undermine the European Union and other 
international organizations.  When you win 
by supporting chaos, this is a good strategy, 
at least for a time.

The split between elites and populations 
in many countries has become so great that 
Moscow does not have to do much to win by 
supporting the anti-globalist, nationalist and 
traditionalist side. The “angry people” it is 
speaking to in many cases don’t have the abil-
ity to take power yet; but they are already 
changing the balance in Moscow’s favor.

Mr. Putin’s success, however, is likely to 
be temporary, Liliya Shevtsova says, 
because it reflects not his strength but the 
current demoralization of the West.  And 
history shows the West can come back, 
especially when, as now, it is presented 
with a challenge. In short, Mr. Putin may be 
laying the groundwork for his ultimate 
defeat (kasparov.ru/material.php?id=581B 
164BD120A).

Twice in the last century, the West was in 
a similar position, at the end of the 1920s 
and then again in the 1970s, but in both 
cases, the Moscow-based Brookings 
Institution analyst argues, “the existence of 
an opponent in the form of the Soviet Union 
forced the West to bring itself up to snuff.”

by Paul Goble

Because the United States will be dis-
tracted by its elections and their aftermath, 
Andrey Illarionov says, the next 30 days 
represent “the best situation for destabiliz-
ing” Ukraine from Moscow’s point of view. 
Indeed, Vladimir Putin is likely to take a 
variety of challenging steps there and else-
where during that period.

Speaking on 112 Ukraina television, the 
Russian analyst says he has no inside infor-
mation about this but does believe that 
Moscow is going to exploit the lack of atten-
tion American leaders are likely to be pay-
ing to the rest of the world as a result of the 
U.S. elections (112.ua/obshchestvo/illari-
onov-noyabr-predstavlyaet-nailuchshuyu-
situaciyu-dlya-destabilizacii-v-ukraine-so-
storony-rf-350593.html).

And he points out that it has “already 
been practically declared that on November 
8 will be renewed the attack on Aleppo.” 
That is no accident because that is election 
day in the United States.  “What measures 
and methods could be applied to Ukraine is 
impossible to say. But the entire arsenal of 
both conventional and hybrid means are 
well-known.”

Therefore, in the coming days, Mr. 
Illarionov says, “one must not exclude any-
thing.”

Russia today far more dangerous than USSR was, 
and West far less ready to counter it, analysts say

Month after U.S. elections ‘most favorable’ time 
for Moscow to destabilize Ukraine, Illarionov says

(Continued on page 10)

Ukraine’s e-declarations

 WINDOW ON EURASIA

Paul Goble is a long-time specialist on 
ethnic and religious questions in Eurasia 
who has served in various capacities in the 
U.S. State Department, the Central 
Intelligence Agency and the International 
Broadcasting Bureau, as well as at the Voice 
of America and Radio Free Europe/Radio 
Liberty and the Carnegie Endowment for 
International Peace. The article above is 
reprinted with permission from his blog 
called “Window on Eurasia” (http://windo-
woneurasia2.blogspot.com/).

(Continued on page 14)
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Ukraine faces new challenges after war shock
by Oleg Varfolomeyev
Eurasia Daily Monitor

The following political landscape piece is 
a part of Eurasia Daily Monitor’s special 
quarterly series of strategic assessments of 
developments across Eurasia. These pieces 
examine recent important developments and 
trends in the region, particularly since this 
past summer, and anticipate where those 
trend lines may lead over the coming 
months.

The absence of progress in peace talks 
regarding the Donbas region and the lin-
gering uncertainty over Russian-occupied 
Crimea has left Ukraine in a state of no 
peace and no war as 2016 comes to a close. 
Largely due to the standoff with Russia, 
Ukraine will struggle to keep warm if the 
coming winter is colder than usual. At the 
same time, Ukraine has overcome the 
shock of war. The economy has been on a 
recovery path since last spring, reforms are 
moving forward and creditors have 
resumed lending, while the government’s 
recent launch of  “e-declarations” may pres-
age a decisive fight against corruption.

As expected, there was no breakthrough 
at a meeting in Berlin, on October 19, 
between Ukrainian President Petro 
Poroshenko, Russian President Vladimir 
Putin, German Chancellor Angela Merkel 
and French President François Hollande. 
The one point all the sides agreed on was 
the need to draw a road map, hopefully by 
the end of 2016, for the implementation of 
the 2015 Minsk peace agreements for the 
Donbas. Messrs. Putin and Poroshenko 
concurred on only one point, that the mis-
sion of the Organization for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) in eastern 
Ukraine should be expanded.

Ms. Merkel was rather skeptical about 
this proposal, while Messrs. Poroshenko 
and Putin see the details of this OSCE mis-
sion’s expansion somewhat differently. Mr. 
Poroshenko insists that armed OSCE 
policemen should observe the Ukrainian-
Russian border in the Donbas under 
Russia’s control (Ukrayinska Pravda, 
October 20), while Mr. Putin apparently 
wants the OSCE observers to essentially 

guard the arms Russia supplied to the mili-
tants through that border (RIA Novosti 
Ukraine, October 20).

Kyiv begrudgingly conceded that, in line 
with the Minsk agreements, local elections 
should come before Ukraine re-establishes 
control over its border, and not vice versa. 
However, domestic opposition to this is 
particularly strong. The numbers of those 
who believe that the agreements must be 
adhered to at all costs are dwindling, as the 
threat of a full-scale Russian invasion has 
subsided. Currently, it would be nearly 
impossible for Mr. Poroshenko to push 
through Parliament any legislation on elec-
tions and a special status for the Moscow-
backed rebel–held areas – which Russia 
and the German and French mediators 
insist upon.

Kyiv’s main argument is that security 
should come first, but Moscow-backed mili-
tants keep shelling Ukrainian positions 
near Mariupol, Donetsk and Luhansk in 
spite of the ceasefire. Without a real, 
“broadcastable” war in Ukraine, Western 
leaders – tired of the confrontation with 
Russia and with elections looming in their 
own countries – are reluctant to put more 
pressure on Moscow. As a result, Kyiv faces 
a stalemate in the Donbas for the time 
being.

Legal battles and gas

Legal battles have continued between 
Ukraine and Russia at the Stockholm arbi-
tration court, where the first verdicts on 
disputes between Naftohaz Ukrainy and 
Gazprom are expected next year. Last sum-
mer, Naftohaz’s claims against Gazprom 
were estimated to total $28.3 billion, main-
ly related to gas prices, while Gazprom 
demanded $38.7 billion for Ukraine buying 
less gas than prescribed by their 10-year 
contract from 2009. In addition, last month 
Naftohaz filed an arbitration case over the 
damages it suffered from Russia’s seizure of 
its assets in Crimea, including deep-water 
drilling rigs (Naftogaz.com, October 19). As 
a result of Crimea’s annexation, Ukraine 
also lost access to promising oil and natural 
gas fields in the Black Sea. However, return-
ing Crimea is not on the agenda for the time 
being, given Ukraine’s weakness and the 

West’s reluctance to become involved.
Meanwhile, Ukraine has not been buying 

any more gas from Gazprom for a year now, 
relying on domestic production and 
imports from the European Union. 
However, Naftohaz failed to accumulate 17 
billion cubic meters (bcm) of gas in its 
underground reservoirs in time for October 
– the start of the heating season – as the 
government planned. Citing statistics from 
the previous two winters, Naftohaz claims 
that the 14.7 bcm stored at present will suf-
fice. However, those winters were unusual-
ly warm, and industry had cut its gas con-
sumption due to the recession. Now, 
Ukraine’s industrial plants may require 
more gas due to the economic recovery, 
after a 10 percent decline in GDP last year. 
Moreover, possible disruptions to coal sup-
plies from the war-torn Donbas may fur-
ther increase demand for gas among utility 
companies. Just like last year, Ukraine will 
need EU mediation to resume gas purchas-
es from Russia.

Progress on other fronts

Ukraine has been making progress on 
many other fronts, however. The domestic 
political situation has stabilized, as the gov-
ernment crisis prompted by corruption 
allegations ended last spring and the danger 
of early elections was avoided. Also, the gov-
ernment has passed a series of important 
reforms, such as the introduction of an elec-
tronic procurement system, the approval of 
judicial reforms, the establishment of new 
anti-corruption bodies and the increase in 
utility prices to match market rates. 

The calmer political environment and 
the passage of these reforms has prompted 
the West to resume the disbursement of 
the multi-billion-dollar assistance package 
promised to Ukraine in the wake of the 
Euro-Maidan revolution in 2014. Kyiv 
received a total of $2 billion from the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) and the 
United States this past September; more 
assistance is expected from the IMF and the 
European Union by the end of the year.

The launch, on October 30, of electronic 
asset declarations (“e-declarations”) for top 
officials and national deputies has been the 
most recent achievement. The EU wel-

comed this transparency initiative, which 
calls on top Ukrainian officials to declare 
their wealth online, as “a milestone” in anti-
corruption reforms (UNIAN, November 1). 

The filed e-declarations confirmed the 
population’s suspicions that many officials 
in Europe’s statistically poorest country are 
fabulously rich. In the cases of President 
Poroshenko, Prime Minister Volodymyr 
Hroysman and central bank head Valeria 
Hontareva, their vast wealth comes from 
their past legal business interests. But 
many of the luxurious mansions and mil-
lions of dollars in cash declared by other 
top state officials will likely keep the newly 
established Ukrainian anti-corruption bod-
ies busy.

Still, Ukraine has also seen some set-
backs and worrying trends in the past sev-
eral months. This fall, the Parliament pro-
longed by another year the ban on arable 
land privatization, which hinders invest-
ment and violates the rights of landowners. 
Moreover, the government promised to 
double the national minimum wage next 
year, which may strain the state budget and 
unleash inflation. At the same time, some of 
the older prosecutory bodies – in addition 
to certain parliamentarians worried about 
possible corruption charges coming their 
way – have been trying to limit the remit of 
the new anti-corruption bodies. Finally, 
under the pretext of fighting Russian pro-
paganda, the government has been limiting 
certain media freedoms and stressing a 
mono-ethnic cultural narrative, all while 
not doing enough to halt the proliferation 
of new fringe radical nationalist organiza-
tions.

Ukraine stands a good chance to stop 
being a kleptocracy dependent on Russia 
and shunned by investors. But this chance 
may be lost if the West, distracted by its 
current problems and keen on avoiding a 
confrontation with Moscow, fails to provide 
Ukraine with sufficient support or does not 
continue to readily and constructively point 
out Kyiv’s missteps and deficiencies.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

 STRATEGIC ASSESSMENT

will help continue efficient interaction and 
cooperation with the U.S. Congress.

Mr. Poroshenko expressed gratitude to 
Ambassador Yovanovitch for the statement 

that sanctions against Russia will be con-
tinued in December and her assurances 
that the new U.S. administration will 
remain a reliable partner in the struggle for 
democracy.

President Poroshenko also conveyed his 
invitation to the newly elected U.S. presi-
dent to visit Ukraine.

(Continued from page 1)

Poroshenko... IN THE PRESS: Joe Biden,
point person on Ukraine

“What Will Ukraine Do Without 
Uncle Joe?” by Dan De Luce and Reid 
Standish, Foreign Policy, October 30: 
(http://foreignpolicy.com/2016/10/30/
what-will-ukraine-do-without-joe-
biden-putin-war-kiev-clinton-trump/):

No one in the U.S. government has 
wielded more influence over Ukraine 
than Vice-President Joe Biden. As the 
Obama administration’s point person on 
Ukraine policy, he has rallied support for 
Kiev [sic] in the face of Russian military 
intervention and cultivated a personal 
rapport with its leaders. …

In 2014, Russian troops seized and 
annexed the Crimean Peninsula and 
then reportedly deployed Moscow’s own 
soldiers to eastern Ukraine to back sepa-
ratists there. At the time, Obama over-
ruled Biden and most of his advisors in 
deciding against arming Ukrainian sol-
diers.

Instead, Obama pushed for economic 

sanctions against Russia and agreed to 
have Germany and France lead diplo-
matic efforts with Kiev and Moscow to 
resolve the conflict. …

But the fighting has continued, and 
patience for Russia is running out in 
Congress, where some lawmakers now 
favor slapping fresh economic sanctions 
on Moscow. Senior diplomats are also 
frustrated at the state of the fraying 
Minsk peace agreement and believe the 
time has come for the United States to 
take a leading role in the talks, instead of 
deferring to Berlin and Paris. …

Ukraine’s government has relied 
heavily on its direct channel to the U.S. 
vice-president, and Biden’s departure 
will leave a gaping hole. 

… it’s clear the next president will 
“have to have a point person for 
Ukraine,” whether at the White House or 
the State Department, said a senior 
administration official who spoke on 
condition of anonymity. …President Petro Poroshenko and U.S. Ambassador to Ukraine Marie Yovanovitch 

during their meeting on November 9.

Presidential Administration of Ukraine



No. 46THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY      SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 13, 20168

replace the existing concrete-and-steel sar-
cophagus put in place over the destroyed 
reactor to contain radioactive contamina-
tion.

“It was the worst workplace accident 
that ever happened, and the consequences 
were enormous,” said Ms. Mihychuk. 

Several hundreds of thousands of people 
were exposed to high levels of radiation 
and an estimated 350,000 Ukrainians had 
to leave their homes in contaminated areas 
following the Chornobyl calamity. In 1986 
alone, 28 emergency workers died due to 
acute radiation syndrome, according to the 
U.N. Scientific Committee on the Effects of 
Atomic Radiation. Since then, there have 
been estimates that as many as 985,000 
people died, mainly of cancer, as a result of 
the Chornobyl accident.

But Ms. Mihychuk said she saw signs 
that the area around the site is recovering 
from the nuclear disaster through an eco-
system regeneration in which plants and 
wildlife have “robustly” returned. 

She’s also hopeful Ukraine will soon be 
energy-independent and not have to rely on 
natural gas imports originating from Russia. 

That goal comes with challenges, however.
Ukraine has a lot of coal, but some mines 

are located in the conflict zone in the east-
ern part of the country where pro-Russian 
separatists have battled Ukrainian govern-
ment troops. 

In terms of workplace safety, coal mines 
are also extremely dangerous. Last year, an 
explosion at one in eastern Ukraine killed 
33 miners.

Furthermore, coal is considered the dirt-

iest form of energy. Mining coal produces 
methane, and burning it releases carbon 
dioxide, both of which scientists say consti-
tute the greatest contribution to climate 
change and global warming.

But Ukrainians need “cheap and reliable 
fuel,” and “coal is under their feet,” said Ms. 
Mihychuk.

But she added that, as abundant as coal 
is in Ukraine, it could only be a temporary 
supply for Ukraine’s energy needs, particu-
larly in light of the Paris climate-change 
accord that came into force on November 4. 
Both Canada and Ukraine have ratified the 
global agreement that seeks to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions generated in 
large part by coal.

In light of that, Canada could help 
Ukraine move toward a greener economy 
and “embrace the principles of climate 
change,” according to Minister Mihychuk.

“Canadian companies are looking for 
opportunities to do some drilling in Ukraine 
to look for natural gas, which is much clean-
er than coal,” she said. “Ukraine could then 
be economically self-sufficient – and green.”

Ms. Mihychuk is also exploring the possi-
bility of helping Ukraine’s health system 
through an initiative under way in her home 
riding. Winnipeg’s Seven Oaks General 
Hospital is home to the Wellness Institute – 
a world-class facility that promotes healthy 
living and the Ukrainian Canadian Minister 
would like it to be used as a model to devel-
op a similar center in Ukraine.

She raised the idea with Ukraine’s acting 
Minister of Health Dr. Ulana Suprun, a 
Detroit-born radiologist from Manhattan. 
She and her Canadian husband, Marko, 
were on the Maidan during the 2014 
Ukrainian revolution and became actively 
involved in providing medical and humani-

tarian aid to the injured. They ended up 
staying in Ukraine.

Marko Suprun is also a native 
Winnipegger and, in a serendipitous 
encounter, he ran into Ms. Mihychuk during 
her recent visit to Ukraine. 

“On the first night in Kyiv, I was having 
dinner in a restaurant, and there comes a 
guy from around the corner who turns out 
to be this North End Winnipeg guy who’s 
married to Ukraine’s health minister and 
whose parents used the services at the 
Seven Oaks’ Wellness Center,” said Minister 
Mihychuk.

It was one of those six-degrees-of-sepa-
ration moments to which Ms. Mihychuk has 
grown accustomed.

During her first trip to Ukraine, with her 
mother in 2004, Ms. Mihychuk spent time 
in the Ivano-Frankivsk Oblast, where she 
has strong family roots. While there, she 
discovered that some of the Ukrainians 
from the area brought with them a direct 
reminder of their homeland when they 
immigrated to Manitoba. 

There is a community in southeastern 
Manitoba called Senkiw, which is tiny 
enough that if you blink while driving by it 
you might miss it. But Ms. Mihychuk knows 
of it – her maternal grandmother lived 
there and she herself was born 61 years 
ago about 37 miles away in Vita, which isn’t 
exactly a metropolis with a population of 
400 or so residents. 

However, Ms. Mihychuk did not know 
that there is also a Ukrainian village named 
Senkiv (the name is the same, but the trans-
literation is different), until she explored 
the Ivano-Frankivsk region on her initial 
visit to Ukraine.

It’s a small but significant Ukraine-
Manitoba connection for Ms. Mihychuk, 

who is passionate about a project that will 
illustrate even greater ties.

Less than three years from now will 
mark the 100th anniversary of the 1919 
Winnipeg General Strike.

The massive labor disruption, which 
lasted six weeks, involved more than 
30,000 people, shut down Canada’s then 
third-largest city and culminated on June 
21, 1919, a day known as Bloody Saturday.

Two central characters in what remains 
as Canada’s best-known general strikes 
were men of Ukrainian origin: Mike 
Sokolowski, who allegedly threw a brick at 
police during a violent clash and died 
instantly after being shot through the heart; 
and Harry Damaschuk, who played a role in 
events leading up to that Bloody Saturday 
demonstration.

Ukrainian Manitoban director Danny 
Schur highlighted, in a hybrid manner, the 
role both men played in that ugly chapter in 
Canadian history. Mr. Sokolowski’s name is 
used for Mr. Damaschuk’s character in Mr. 
Schur’s well-known stage musical “Strike!,” 
which is being adapted for film. Shooting was 
scheduled to begin this summer in Winnipeg, 
but has been delayed until next summer.

Canada’s labor minister also wants to 
memorialize that historic event in down-
town Winnipeg, and plans to work with 
members of the Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress and Manitoba’s labor movement 
to create a bronze monument in the form of 
an overturned streetcar, an iconic image 
from the 1919 strike.

Said Ms. Mihychuk: “We want it to be a 
structure where people can see how the 
labor movement changed history, not only 
in Winnipeg but in the world, and how 
Ukrainians made a positive change for 
workers.”

(Continued from page 1)

Ukrainian Canadian...

$1.5 million raised for project 
to honor Cpl. Filip Konowal
TORONTO – On 22 September 
22, Dr. Lubomyr Luciuk partici-
pated in a fund-raising event 
at the Royal Canadian Military 
Institute in Toronto. Thanks 
to Prof. Luciuk’s efforts and 
the generous support of the 
Ukrainian Canadian community, 
$1.5 million has been raised 
in support of the Battle of Hill 
70 project, ensuring that the 
central pathway at this Great 
War battlefield will be named 
in honor of Cpl. Filip Konowal. 
This Ukrainian Canadian sol-
dier’s valor during that battle 
was recognized with a Victoria 
Cross, now on permanent 
display at the Canadian War 
Museum in Ottawa. The Battle 
of Hill 70 memorial will be offi-
cially unveiled near Lens, 
France, on April 8, 2017. Dr. 
Luciuk is currently completing 
work on a trilingual (English, 
Ukrainian, French) book, “A 
Canadian Hero: Corporal Filip 
Konowal, VC and the Battle of 
Hill 70.” Courtesy of the Ukrainian Credit Union Limited

WINNIPEG, Manitoba – Building on 
momentum gathered at the XXV triennial 
Congress of Ukrainian Canadians held in 
Regina last month, the Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress (UCC) on November 1 launched 
its National Campaign fund-raising appeal.

During the entire month of November, 
volunteers of UCC branches and provincial 
councils across Canada will be contacting 
individuals and organizations to seek their 
financial support to fund local UCC priority 
programs and projects, as well as national 
educational and charitable campaigns.

In the past year, the UCC had many suc-
cessful programs and projects across 
Canada, including dozens of events related 
to celebrating the 125th anniversary of 
Ukrainian immigration to Canada.  A spe-
cial Cross Canada Tour was organized with 
Ukraine’s Ambassador to Canada Andriy 
Shevchenko and UCC National President 
Paul Grod.  There are also many local ini-
tiatives to build engagement in the 
Ukrainian Canadian arts community, 
increase awareness of Canada’s First 
National Internment operations and edu-
cate Canadians about the lasting impacts 
of the Holodomor.

In the year ahead, the UCC will be work-

ing on a number of priorities, including 
providing services to the Ukrainian com-
munity, concentrating particularly on new 
immigrants and smaller Ukrainian 
Canadian centers.  Recognizing the poten-
tial of youth, the UCC will be working to 
develop leadership and mentorship pro-
grams.  Recognizing the value of Ukrainian 
education programs, the UCC aims to devel-
op innovative ways to provide Ukrainian 
education across Canada, in particular in 
underserviced areas.  

In addition, the UCC wants to ensure 
that the Holodomor is included in curricula 
across Canada and supports completion of 
the memorial to the victims of Communism 
in the Canadian capital, Ottawa.

Donations can be made in three ways:
• Online at http://www.ucc.ca/donate, 

designated for the UCC national Campaign;
• Via mail to the UCC Head Office in 

Winnipeg (203-953 Main St., Winnipeg MB, 
R2W 3P4); and

• in person to UCC National Campaign 
volunteers in local communities.

Proceeds from the UCC National 
Campaign will be shared 50/50 between 
UCC National and the designated local 
branches or provincial councils.

Ukrainian Canadian Congress launches
National Campaign fund-raising appeal

In order to facilitate preparation of The Ukrainian Weekly, we 
ask that the guidelines listed below be followed.

• E-mail submissions are preferred. Stories and photos may be 
sent to staff@ukrweekly.com. 

• Materials may also be mailed to: The Ukrainian Weekly, 
2200 Route 10, P.O. Box 280, Parsippany, NJ 07054.

• Stories should have the name of the author; photographers 
should be credited for photos. All photos must be clearly labeled 

and accompanied by captions.
• Persons who submit any materials must provide a complete 

mailing address and daytime phone number where they may be 
reached if any additional information is required.

• News stories should be sent in not later than 10 days after 
the occurrence of a given event.

• Full names (i.e., no initials) of all persons mentioned in stories 
and captions must be provided. English spellings must be verified.

• Information about upcoming events must be received one 
week before the date of The Weekly edition in which the infor-
mation is to be published. For items to be listed in Preview of 
Events, information must be sent to  preview@ukrweekly.com; 
information for the Out & About listing must be e-mailed to  
mdubas@ukrweekly.com.

Any questions? Call 973-292-9800 or e-mail staff@
ukrweekly.com.

GUIDELINES FOR SUBMITTING MATERIALS TO THE WEEKLY
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Ukrainian National Credit Union Association holds annual meeting in Somerset, N.J.
by Orysia Burdiak

SOMERSET, N.J. – The Ukrainian National 
Credit Union Association (UNCUA) held its 
35th fall conference and annual meeting 
September 30-October 1, in Somerset, N.J.

The conference was hosted by the 
Ukrainian National Federal Credit Union, 
commemorating its 50th anniversary of 
service to the Ukrainian American commu-
nity in 2016.

Thirty-five participants representing 11 
Ukrainian American credit unions gathered 
to hear presentations on current topics of 
interest to credit union leaders and to elect 
a new board of directors.

The conference commenced Friday 
morning, September 30, with welcoming 
remarks by UNCUA Chair Wasyl Kornylo 
and Ukrainian National FCU Chair Esteban 
Kaczurak. Presentations on regulatory and 
legislative updates followed. That evening, 
delegates enjoyed a reception sponsored by 
Ukrainian National FCU.

On Saturday, October 1, the association 
conducted its annual meeting, which includ-
ed reports by management and various 
committees. The election of board members 
for the 2016-2017 term was also approved.

UNCUA Chairman Kornylo reported on 
the activities of the association for the past 
year, as well as the current status of 
Ukrainian American credit unions. As of 
June 30, assets of the 13 UNCUA member 
credit unions totaled $3.072 billion – $96 
million more than as of December 31, 
2015. Member deposits totaled $2.598 bil-
lion – $86 million more than at year-end. 
Credit union membership grew to 100,871 
individuals.

The 2016 credit union calendar was 
dedicated to Ukrainian soldiers, volunteers 
and their families. A total of 28,000 calen-
dars were distributed to credit union mem-
bers, as reported by UNCUA President 
Orysia Burdiak.

On Saturday evening, the Ukrainian 
National FCU hosted its 50th anniversary 

banquet and dance at the Ukrainian 
National Cultural Center in Somerset with a 
near capacity crowd. UNCUA Chair Kornylo 
and President Burdiak presented Mr. 
Kaczurak with a plaque of recognition from 
the association commemorating the 
Ukrainian National FCU’s 50 years of service 
and dedication to the Ukrainian American 
community. 

While initially serving the New York 
area, Ukrainian National eventually opened 
branches in Brooklyn, and in South Bound 
Brook and Perth Amboy, N.J.

The following individuals were elected 
to the 2016-2017 UNCUA board of direc-
tors and committees:

• UNCUA Officers: Mr. Kornylo – chair 
(Ukrainian FCU, Rochester, N.Y.), Bohdan 
Watral – vice-chair (Selfreliance, Chicago), 
George Stachiw – secretary (Selfreliance 

New England); Executive Committee mem-
bers: Stephen Kerda (Selfreliance Baltimore), 
Mary Kolodij (Selfreliance, Philadelphia), 
Roman Kozicky (SUMA Yonkers) and Bohdan 
Kurczak (Self Reliance New York).

• Members of the board of directors: 
Bohdan Czepak (Cleveland Selfreliance), 
Andrew Jakymowych (Future CU, Warren, 
Mich.), Mr. Kaczurak (Ukrainian National, 
New York), Michael Lewko (NOVA UA, 
Clifton, N.J.), Natalie Maruszczak (Selfreliance 
M i c h i g a n )  a n d  E u g e n e  S z e s t a k 
(Selfreliance, Pittsburgh).

• Supervisory Committee: Andrew 
Jakymowych (Future CU); Orest Temnycky 
(Self Reliance New York) and Bohdan 
Wruskyj (Selfreliance, Chicago). 

• Nominating Committee: Jaroslaw 
Fedun (NOVA UA); Andrew Horbachevsky 
(SUMA Yonkers); and George Stachiw 

(Selfreliance New England).
• By-Laws Committee: Ms. Kolodij 

(Selfreliance, Philadelphia); Michael Kos 
(Selfreliance, Chicago) and Mr. Kozicky 
(SUMA Yonkers).

• Loan Protection and Life Savings 
Insurance Trustees: Ms. Burdiak, Mr. 
Kaczurak, Mr. Kerda, Ms. Kolodij, Mr. Kurczak, 
Ihor Laszok, and John Olijarczyk.

Ms. Burdiak was elected president of the 
association and the Ukrainian Cooperative 
Insurance Agency in Chicago. UNCUA staff 
members are Christine Pylypowycz and 
Nina Bebko. 

Ms. Kolodij, representing Ukrainian 
Selfreliance Federal Credit Union, invited the 
delegates to schedule their 2017 spring con-
ference and annual meeting in Washington 
on the occasion of the credit union’s 65th 
anniversary celebration next year.

Organized by the Embassy of Ukraine 
and the U.S. Committee for Ukrainian 
Holodomor-Genocide Awareness, the can-
dlelight observance began an hour after 
the sun had set with a candlelight obser-
vance and prayers by Bishop John Bura 

and three priests from the Ukrainian 
Catholic National Shrine of the Holy Family, 
as well as the laying of symbolic bundles of 
wheat at the foot of the memorial.

In his opening address to those who 
came to honor the anniversary, Ukraine’s 
Ambassador to the U.S. Valeriy Chaly 
expressed Ukraine’s gratitude to the 
United States and Ukrainian Americans for 
helping make this memorial a reality – 

located just four blocks from the memorial 
honoring the world’s  Victims of 
Communism.

The world will be in a much worse state, 
he said, if it gets to the point where this is 
no longer remembered – as Moscow tried 
to do during the Soviet Union.

Ambassador Chaly also thanked the 
memorial’s creative architect Larysa 
Kurylas for her major role in this effort.

Michael Sawkiw Jr., the chairman of the 
U.S. Committee for Ukrainian Holodomor-
Genocide Awareness, said that the memo-
rial was constructed “not for us, but for the 
world, so that it would know about this 
crime, this genocide of the Ukrainian peo-
ple created by Stalin and his regime.”

The memorial’s objective, he said, is to 
bring forth the information about what 
happened in Ukraine 85 years ago, “and to 
make sure that nothing like this ever hap-
pens again.”

Also expressing his views about “how 
unjust man can be” that evening was 
America’s second ambassador to Ukraine 
after it became independent, William Green 
Miller. And he welcomed the Kyiv Chamber 
Choir, which stopped by at the Holodomor 
Memorial to sing at the anniversary event 
while on the way to the airport after its 
afternoon concert in Washington’s National 
City Christian Church.

“The quality of their singing is an exam-
ple of the Ukrainian spirit which has never 
been extinguished, and is under attack 
now. There is war in Ukraine, and we must 
resist that injustice,” Ambassador Green 
Miller noted.

“We will stand beside you and champi-
on your efforts to remain free and inde-
pendent,” he said.

The Kyiv Chamber Choir then concluded 
that evening’s commemoration – joined in 
by the other people present – by singing 
the religious hymn “Bozhe Velykyi, 
Yedynyi” and a few other emotionally mov-
ing Ukrainian songs.

(Continued from page 1)

Ceremony in D.C. ...

Mykola Hobdych, the founder and conductor of the Kyiv Chamber Choir, turns from his Ukrainian choir (standing behind him) to 
conduct the other participants in singing a few Ukrainian religious and patriotic songs during the first anniversary commemora-

tion of the dedication of the Ukrainian Holodomor Memorial in Washington.

Participants of the 2016 Ukrainian National Credit Union Association’s annual meeting held in Somerset, N.J., on September 
30-October 1. 

Tamara Denysenko

Yaro Bihun
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UCCA chairs Ohio nationality leaders meeting with Sens. Portman and Barrasso
UCCA

PARMA, Ohio – On Thursday, November 
3, U.S. Senator Rob Portman (R-Ohio) and 
U.S. Senator John Barrasso (R-Wyo.) met 
with representatives of Ohio’s nationalities 
communities. The meeting, which was 
attended by representatives of the 
Ukrainian, Polish, Lithuanian, Latvian, 
Czech, Slovenian, Serbian, German, Slovak, 
Romanian, Italian, Macedonian and 
Lebanese communities, was organized and 
chaired by Ukrainian Congress Committee 
of America President Andriy Futey. 

The senators reaffirmed the necessity of 
a strong U.S. foreign policy and a strong 
NATO alliance in the face of Russian aggres-
sion in Ukraine and the global threat posed 
by Russian actions around the world. They 
have sponsored and have pushed through 
legislation in the Senate designed to pro-
vide Ukraine with defensive military weap-
ons – The Ukraine Defense Act – and have 
strongly advocated for NATO to protect its 
allies Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania against 
Russian threats and aggression in those 
countries. 

Both senators recognize that Russia is 
spending over a billion dollars on a propa-
ganda and disinformation campaign in the 
United States. Sen. Portman and Sen. Chris 
Murphy (D-Conn.) have introduced legisla-

tion to help American allies counter foreign 
government propaganda from Russia and 
other countries. Specifically, the bill will 
improve the ability of the U.S. to counter 
such propaganda and disinformation. 

Ohio nationality leaders with Sens. Rob Portman and John Barrasso.
UCCA

Both Sens. Portman and Barrasso have 
visited Ukraine on several occasions and 
continue to be actively engaged with ongo-
ing political, economic and military devel-
opments in Ukraine. Sen. Portman is co-
founder and co-chair of the Senate Ukraine 
Caucus and on October 19 received the 
UCCA’s Shevchenko Freedom Award. Sen. 
Barrasso is a member of the Senate 
Committee on Foreign Relations and 
Senate Committee on Energy.

In addition to the UCCA president, the 
Ukrainian community was represented by 
Marta Liscynesky Kelleher, president of the 
United Ukrainian Organizations of Ohio 
(UZO); Taras Szmagala Sr., Vasyl Liscynesky 
and Vira Ivanytska.

This governance approach produces the 
need for confrontation with the “imma-
nently hostile” West, which serves to justify 
Mr. Putin’s authoritarian grasp on power. 
He would much prefer to keep this con-
frontation stable and controllable – like the 
Cold War of his early career – but every lull 
in military tensions inevitably allows 
Russia’s domestic degradation to return to 
public focus. 

Mr. Putin’s moderation, therefore, is only 
temporary. And new experiments in pro-
jecting military power are almost certain in 
the long political year leading up to the 
Russian presidential elections in early 2018.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 2)

As U.S. elections...

Other partners Ukraine was exploring, Mr. 
Boiko said, included Azerbaijan’s Shah Deniz 
project and Ukraine’s underground storage 
facilities and pipeline network. Shipments 
via Turkey would make their way across the 
Black Sea to Ukraine and on to Europe. Mr. 
Boiko added that the project was supported 
by both Turkey and Azerbaijan. 

However, other partners in the Shah 
Deniz project – including BP and Norway’s 
Statoil (both with a 25.5 percent stake), as 
well as the Russian-Italian joint venture 
LukAgip with a 10 percent stake – had not 
indicated support for Mr. Boiko’s plan.   

Source: “Ukraine reduces Russian gas 
imports,” RFE/RL, The Ukrainian Weekly, 
November 25, 2012.

(Continued from page 6)

Turning...
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“Vyshyvanka” Charity Ball celebrates UNWLA branch’s christening

by Orysia Soroka, Veronika Brenner 
and Sofia Soroka

WHIPPANY, N.J. – Branch 137 of the 
Ukrainian National Women’s League of 
America (UNWLA), recently organized in 
Clifton, N.J., held its christening and 
“Vyshyvanka” Charity Ball on October 22 at 
the Ukrainian American Cultural Center of 
New Jersey in Whippany. 

“Every woman brought her knowledge, 
talents and skills, her energy and time to 
work together for the benefit of Ukraine 
and the glory of God. As these different 
flowers together create a gorgeous bou-
quet, we hope and believe that together we 
will make significant contributions to the 
glorious history of the UNWLA. We put 
these flowers before the icon of the Mother 
of God, that she may take care of us in our 

work.” These were the words were spoken 
by Valentyna Tabaka, president of the 
UNWLA Branch 137, during the christening 
ceremony at which each member contrib-
uted a flower to a vase in front of an icon of 
the Mother of God.

The speech of Father Stepan Bilyk, pas-
tor of the St. John the Baptist Ukrainian 
Catholic Church in Whippany, N.J., inspired 
the audience to consider that there are 
many Ukrainian American organizations in 
the diaspora that we often take for granted. 
Twenty-five years ago, while studying at 
the Ukrainian Greek-Catholic seminary in 
Italy, Father Bilyk related, he had no money. 
He was advised to apply to the UNWLA, and 
consequently he received $350 from a 
group of foreign women. That sum, at the 
time, was an incredible amount of money. 
Now Father Bilyk was invited to hold a 

christening of a recently created branch of 
the organization and he wanted to person-
ally thank the UNWLA’s members.

But it was not only he who benefitted 
from the UNWLA’s assistance through its 
scholarship program. The famous French 
opera singer Vasyl Slipak, who died this 
summer fighting in the Donbas with a vol-
unteer battalion defending Ukraine, and 
world champion chess master Mariya 
Muzychuk both also received assistance 
from the UNWLA. And there are many 
more, lesser known, but no less dedicated 
people working for the good of Ukraine in 
the world. Therefore, to be a member of the 
Ukrainian National Women’s League of 
America – a “Soyuzianka” – is, for newcom-
ers of the Fourth Wave, a position of honor 
and responsibility.

UNWLA Branch 137, whose patron is 

the late Ukrainain American singer Kvitka 
Cisyk, was established in March 2015, first 
and formost as a response to the immense 
needs resulting from Russia’s war in the 
Donbas region of Ukraine. After more than 
a year of existence, the branch helped 20 
families who lost a father to the conflict. 
The branch also adopted the family of 
Roman Abramov (as part of this UNWLA 
program each branch provides its adopted 
family with $300 quarterly) and, together 
with the Ukrainian School in Passaic, N.J., 
organized the “Talisman for Ukrainian 
Soldiers” campaign. The kind words of chil-
dren were attached to handmade hearts 
that included an icon, and these gifts were 
delivered to the wounded soldiers in the 
hospital and soldiers on the frontline. 

Special guests (from left) Elena Vasilevsky, editor-in-chief of 
InLove magazine, Ihor Lobortas and Nataliya Ivashyna. Bozhena Plotytsia performs “Ave Maria” with UNWLA Branch 137 members on stage.

The ceremonial lightning of candles as UNWLA President Marianna Zajac speaks 
and the Rev. Stepan Bilyk assists.  Anna Zayachkivska and children perform the song “Ukraina – Tse My.”

Vasyl Stakhyra

(Continued on page 16)

 A wedding dress designed by 
Oksana Polonets.

Alexei Kuznetsov, winner of the “X-Factor,” 
was warmly welcomed by the audience.

Lev Khmelkovsky

Each of the four designers is unique in her own way.

Vasyl Stakhyra

Vasyl Stakhyra
Vasyl Stakhyra

Vasyl Stakhyra
Vasyl Stakhyra
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imposed by the EU in March 2014 after 
Russia illegally annexed Crimea. Those 
sanctions have been continued and expand-
ed by a series of additional votes by EU offi-
cials in Brussels, including the most recent 
vote in September that has prolonged the 
sanctions for another six months. The 
Russian Duma deputies from Crimea will be 
officially added to the sanctions list on 
November 9 when their names are pub-
lished in the EU official journal. That will 
bring the total number of sanctioned indi-
viduals to 152 – including Russian Deputy 
Prime Minister Dmitry Rogozin and Dmitry 
Kiselyov, who many regard as the Kremlin’s 
chief propagandist. There also are 37 enti-
ties targeted by EU sanctions. They include 
companies active in Crimea and military 
battalions formed by Russia-backed sepa-
ratists in eastern Ukraine. (RFE/RL, based 
on reporting by RFE/RL’s Brussels corre-
spondent Rikard Jozwiak)

Putin unveils St. Volodymyr statue

MOSCOW – Separate crowds of national-
ists and government supporters marched 
through the streets of Moscow on 
November 4 as Russia marked National 
Unity Day, a holiday established by the 
Kremlin more than 10 years ago to replace 
Communist-era celebrations of the 
Bolshevik Revolution anniversary. Outside 
the Kremlin, President Vladimir Putin 
unveiled a controversial 17-meter-high 
statue of Grand Prince Vladimir (Volodymyr 
in Ukrainian), an iconic figure who legend 
says converted eastern Slavs to Christianity 
in 988, when he was ruler of Kyivan Rus’. 
Mr. Putin has used the November 4 holiday 
to promote patriotism and seek to consoli-
date society and strengthen the Kremlin’s 
grip on a vast, diverse country. He has tried 
to balance messages of unity with verbal 
support for the ethnic Russian majority and 
the predominant Russian Orthodox Church. 
“Prince Vladimir has gone down forever in 

history as the unifier and defender of 
Russian lands, as a visionary politician,” Mr. 
Putin said at the event on Borovitskaya 
Square, which was attended by Prime 
Minister Dmitry Medvedev and other 
senior officials as well as Russian Orthodox 
Patriarch Kirill, underscoring the symbolic 
importance Moscow placed on the event. 
Pro-government gatherings were held in 
cities across Russia as well as in Crimea, the 
Black Sea peninsula that Moscow seized 
from Ukraine in 2014. Grand Prince 
Volodymyr is a key part of the current 
struggle between Moscow and Kyiv. He has 
long been seen as belonging to Kyiv, where 
a soaring statue has been a chief symbol of 
the city since it  was erected on 
“Volodymyr’s Hill,” overlooking the Dnipro 
River, in 1853. During the pro-government 
march in central Moscow, some partici-
pants held up placards like “Russia, peace, 
unity,” and “When we’re united, we’re 
unbeatable.” Also visible were banners of 
the orange-and-black St. George ribbon, 
which the state has promoted as a patriotic 
symbol but which many Kremlin critics and 
people in neighboring countries now asso-
ciate with Russian military aggression. A 
balloon, several meters in diameter and 
emblazoned with the word “Antimaidan” – a 
sign of opposition to Ukraine’s Euro-Maidan 
protest movement, which drove Russia-
friendly President Viktor Yanukovych from 
power in 2014 – floated above the proces-
sion. (Tom Balmforth of RFE/RL)

Hackers release more Surkov e-mails

KYIV – Ukrainian hackers claim to have 
broken into a second e-mail account linked 
to Vladislav Surkov, a senior aide to Russian 
President Vladimir Putin, releasing docu-
ments they say add to mounting evidence 
of the Kremlin meddling in Kyiv’s affairs. 
The new e-mails were obtained by RFE/RL 
from the hackers in advance of their public 
release on November 3. If authentic, they 
provide detail about the extent to which Mr. 
Surkov’s office worked to set up separatist 
enclaves in eastern Ukraine in 2014. The 
e-mails include plans that ostensibly show 

how associates of Mr. Surkov plotted to 
destabilize Ukraine’s eastern Kharkiv 
region, researched Ukrainian politicians 
who openly supported weakening central 
power in a bid to exploit the country’s 
political divisions, and helped establish the 
leadership of separatist groups in the 
Donetsk and Luhansk regions. They indi-
cate that, in one case, a draft law on an eco-
nomic zone in eastern Ukraine purportedly 
written by Mr. Surkov himself was sent to 
the office of an opposition lawmaker and 
later introduced in the Ukrainian Parliament. 
The new release comes one week after an 
initial batch of e-mails from an inbox alleg-
edly associated with Mr. Surkov, a longtime 
Putin aide who is the point man for Ukraine 
in his administration. Analysts say they 
demonstrate careful planning by Russia 
ahead of the forcible annexation of Crimea 
in March 2014 and a direct Russian role in 
fomenting anti-Kyiv actions in the Donetsk 
and Luhansk regions, which led to a war 
that has killed more than 9,600 people 
since that April and persists despite 
Western-brokered cease-fire deals. In both 
cases, the e-mails were released by a group 
of Ukrainian “hacktivists” who call them-
selves the Cyber Alliance. Independent 
international analysts and Ukraine’s 
domestic Security Service, the SBU, have 
said many of the e-mails in the first group 
appear authentic, but there were doubts 
about some of the documents. Several peo-
ple whose correspondence with Mr. Surkov 
was included in the leak have confirmed 
they sent the messages to Mr. Surkov 
released by the hackers. The Kremlin has 
not explicitly called the e-mails or attached 
material fraudulent but has sought to cast 
doubt on their authenticity. Mr. Putin’s 
spokesman, Dmitry Peskov, said of one 
unspecified text that Surkov “doesn’t use 
electronic mail... so someone must have 
sweated quite a bit to compose this docu-
ment.” Mr. Surkov himself has not com-
mented on the matter. (Christopher Miller 
of RFE/RL, with reporting by Mark Krutov 
of RFE/RL’s Russian Service)

Ukrainian library director on trial

MOSCOW – The trial of the director of 
Moscow’s Ukrainian Literature Library 
kicked off in the Russian capital on 
November 2. Natalya Sharina pleaded not 
guilty to charges of extremism and embez-
zlement. Ms. Sharina was detained last 
October and charged with inciting extrem-
ism and ethnic hatred because her library’s 
collection allegedly included books by 
Ukrainian ultranationalist and author 
Dmytro Korchynsky, whose works are 
banned in Russia. She was placed under 
house arrest. In April, investigators charged 
Ms. Sharina with misallocating library 
funds, allegedly because she used library 
funds to pay for her legal defense in anoth-
er extremism case against her that was dis-
missed in 2013. Her lawyer said the 
authorities had trumped up new charges 
after realizing their initial case against his 
client was too weak. Ms. Sharina has reject-
ed all the allegations against her, saying 
they are politically motivated. (RFE/RL’s 
Russian Service)

U.S. to station 330 troops in Norway

WASHINGTON – The United States will 
deploy over 300 troops in Norway, the 
Norwegian government announced on 
October 24, in a move likely to upset neigh-
boring Russia. The 330 Marines will be sta-
tioned at the Vaernes military base around 
1,000 kilometers from the Russian border, 
it said. The United States already has mili-
tary equipment in Norway, a NATO ally, but 
no troops. The stationing of U.S. troops in 
Norway is intended to improve “interoper-
ability within the Alliance,” Norwegian 
Defense Minister Ine Eriksen Soreide said. 
“It is crucial for Norwegian security that 

our allies come here to gain knowledge of 
how to operate in Norway and with 
Norwegian forces,” she said. Oslo said the 
deployment, beginning in January, is a trial 
and will be evaluated in 2017. Last week, 
the Russian Embassy in Oslo expressed 
surprise at the idea of stationing U.S. troops 
in Norway, noting frequent statements 
from Norwegian leaders that they do not 
view Russia as a threat. Ms. Soereide, how-
ever, has expressed concern about Russian 
military activity since Moscow’s annexation 
of Ukraine’s Crimea Peninsula in 2014. 
Some domestic critics have also questioned 
whether it’s wise for Norway to be drawn 
into the renewed Cold War-style confronta-
tion between the United States and Russia. 
(RFE/RL, based on reporting by Reuters 
and AFP)

Russia questions armed OSCE mission

MOSCOW – The Kremlin supports the 
idea of creating an armed police mission of 
the Organization for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) in eastern 
Ukraine but cast doubt that such a force 
could be formed soon. Russian presidential 
spokesman Dmitry Peskov told journalists 
on October 24 that President Vladimir 
Putin “responded with potential consent to 
the idea of such a mission,” but added, “for 
the time being, the OSCE has no under-
standing of how such a mission can be 
formed, where it is to be deployed, and so 
on.” Representatives of the Russia-backed 
separatist movements in Ukraine’s 
Luhansk and Donetsk regions opposed the 
deployment of an armed OSCE mission, a 
spokesman for the separatists said the 
same day. The idea of such an OSCE mis-
sion was discussed during international 
talks in Berlin on October 20. (RFE/RL, 
based on reporting by TASS and Interfax)

More flights for Ukrainian airline

NEW YORK – Starting December 5, 
Ukrainie International Airlines (UIA) will 
be increasing the number of flights from 
the United States to Amman, Jordan. 
Travelers to Amman can enjoy same day 
flights from JFK International Airport to 
Amman, connecting at the ultra-modern 
Kyiv Boryspil International Airport, five 
days a week. “Jordan continues to resonate 
with American travelers,” noted Gregg 
Truman, the airline’s general manager for 
North America. He added, “The country is 
renowned for its ancient monuments, 
nature reserves, seaside resorts and the 
bucket-list destination of Petra. We hope 
our same day flights from New York will 
allow more Americans to experience the 
wonders of Jordan than ever before.” UIA 
flights depart JFK just after midnight at 
12:30 a.m., and arrive in Amman the same 
day at 11:45p.m. The return flights depart 
Amman at 4:25 a.m. and arrive at JFK the 
same day at 1:45 p.m. In addition to 
Amman, UIA offers daily same day flights to 
many important cities in the Middle East, 
including Ankara, Dubai, Istanbul, Tehran 
and Tel Aviv, Israel. For more information 
see www.FlyUIA.com. In related news, UIA 
announced that it has successfully migrat-
ed to the Amadeus Altea Passenger Service 
System (GDS) and PROS Origin & 
Destination Revenue Management System. 
The airline’s transition to these state-of-
the-art systems is a landmark in the air-
line’s development and supports their rap-
idly expanding business operations and to 
offer a vast selection of travel options to 
passengers. The introduction of Amadeus 
Altea advanced technology solution from 
Amadeus, the global travel industry leader, 
allows UIA to offer travel agents and pas-
sengers the lowest possible fares, as well as 
a vast selection of ancillary services, includ-
ing pre-paid baggage options, pre-paid 
onboard meals, seat selection and more. 
(UIA)

(Continued from page 2)
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Expert shares European experience in foreign language teaching with Alberta educators

Two international online academic conferences discuss Ukraine

EDMONTON, Alberta – The Ukrainian 
Language Education Center (ULEC) recent-
ly co-hosted Dr. Mònica Pereña, the presi-
dent of Linguapax, an international organi-
zation dedicated to the protection and pro-
motion of linguistic diversity worldwide. 

Dr. Pereña, a specialist in Catalan 
Philology and French Studies, currently 
also serves as the deputy director of the 
Language and Multilingualism Department 
in the Ministry of Education of Catalonia in 
Barcelona. She works on the design, imple-
mentation and supervision of language pol-
icies for the education system of the 
Catalonia province. 

Dr. Pereña shared her extensive experi-
ence in language teaching, teacher training 
and the development of language programs 
and learning and teaching resources as well 
as language assessment with teachers and 
academic communities in Edmonton on 
October 18-21.

During her visit, Dr. Pereña presented a 
workshop on “Autonomous Learning: New 
Practices in Assessment of Language 
Learning” and a lecture on “The Catalan 
School: a Framework for Plurilingualism.” 
Her workshop, co-sponsored by ULEC and 
Edmonton Catholic Schools, was attended 
by more than 30 language teachers and 
instructors from secondary and post-sec-
ondary institutions in Edmonton and the 
neighboring area. 

In this workshop, Dr. Pereña reinforced 
the audience’s knowledge of the language 
descriptors, detailed in the Common 
European Framework of Reference for 
Languages, and focused on assessment and 
self-assessment practices as means of fos-
tering learner autonomy in foreign lan-
guage learning. Her talk stirred lively dis-
cussions among the audience and raised 

many shared experiences and issues faced 
by the teachers in diverse foreign language 
classrooms.

The lecture, co-sponsored by ULEC and 
the Department of Modern Languages and 
Cultural Studies at the University of 
Alberta, gathered an audience of academic 
staff, graduate students, representatives of 
the International and Heritage Languages 

Association (IHLA), and community mem-
bers. Dr. Pereña provided a wide-ranging 
examination of the language situation in 
Catalonia and showcased the policy of plu-
rilingualism implemented in the provincial 
educational system. The lecture concluded 
with a reflection on the advantages and 
challenges of plurilingual education with an 
active question-and-answer period that fol-
lowed.

On October 20, Dr. Pereña acknowledged 
the work of the International and Heritage 
Languages Association with the 2016 award 
from Linguapax International for IHLA’s 40 
years of promoting, supporting and nurtur-
ing heritage languages in Alberta and 
Canada. This is a very prestigious award 
with international recognition given by 
Linguapax under the auspices of UNESCO. 

The Ukrainian Language Education 
Center promotes and develops Ukrainian 
language education in Canada and abroad 
by: supporting bilingual programs and pro-
fessional development of Ukrainian-
language teachers and instructors; creating 
learning and teaching resources at both the 
secondary and post-secondary levels; con-
ducting research on topics related to 
Ukrainian-language education and related 
fields; and fostering international links and 
community engagement. For more infor-
mation on the Center, readers may visit 
www.ualberta.ca/ulec.

RIDRU

EDMONTON, Alberta – On October 27 
and 28, two international online academic 
conferences were held to discuss the new-
est research from around the world about 
language, culture and higher education 
reform in post-Maidan Ukraine.  Offered in 
English, the peer-reviewed presentations 
featured 30 speakers from 18 universities 
in eight countries – five universities in 
Ukraine, five in Canada, two each in the 
United States and the Netherlands, and one 
each in the United Kingdom, Germany, 
Poland and New Zealand. 

Speakers were invited to report their 
research findings in a number of areas: the 
use of Ukrainian, Russian and other lan-
guages in post-2014 public and private 
domains; the legal status of languages in 
Ukraine: Russian, Ukrainian and languages 
of minorities; language of anti-Russian/
anti-Ukrainian propaganda; language of 
post-Maidan election campaigns; language 
and culture in post-Maidan Ukraine; con-
temporary Ukrainian literature and poetry 
reflecting on the 2014 revolution; 
Ukrainian national identity and its transfor-
mations after 2014 and issues of national-
ism, patriotism and separatism in the con-
text of nationalities, culture and language 
policies, and issues of identity shifts in the 
new Ukrainian diasporas.  

Over 650 participants tuned in to the 14 to 
20-minute talks online. The conferences 
remain archived and available to the public 
on the website of the Research Initiative on 
Democratic Reform in Ukraine  (RIDRU): 
http://ridru.artsrn.ualberta.ca/2016/09/ 23/
language-and-culture-in-post-maidan-
ukraine-transformations-at-work-and-higher-
education-reform-in-post-maidan-ukraine/.

Dr. Laada Bilaniuk, social anthropologist 
from the University of Washington, opened 
the conference on “Language and Culture” 
with a keynote address titled “Democracy 
and language in Ukraine: Standards, non-
standards and authenticity.”  Her vivid data, 
collected from extensive research work on 

Ukraine, suggested the growing power of 
the people to shape language in this emerg-
ing democracy. 

The 19 other speakers presented six pan-
els on: “Multilingual Ukraine: Language 
Practices, Identity and Shifts in Post-Maidan 
Ukraine;” “Narratives and Public Discourse 
About Ukraine;” “The Language of the 
Media and Political Discourse in Post-
Maidan Ukraine;” “Literary Movements and 
Narratives of Maidan and Post-Maidan 
Ukraine;” “Linguistic and Language 
Transformation in a Time of Conflict;” and 
“Post-Maidan Emigration and the Ukrainian 
Diaspora: Media Representation, Language 
Attitudes and Practices.” 

They explored a variety of questions: 
What languages in Ukraine should be made 
official and at what levels? Is there a “pure” 
Ukrainian, or is the reality far more com-
plex and how can it be described? Why and 
how are people drawn to non-standardized 
forms of communication?  How are people 
in Ukraine and the diaspora negotiating a 
change in their mother tongue from 
Russian to Ukrainian? How clear or not are 
language boundaries in different regions? 
How do other countries see Ukraine – as 
stable and progressing to Europe, or unsta-

ble and on the margins of Europe? Is there a 
potential for Russian soft power to inter-
vene? How do Russian teachers feel about 
losing their status? How do the media in 
Russia and Ukraine differ in their reporting? 
Is civil society replacing the Ministry of 
Culture in developing modern Ukrainian cul-
ture?  What similarities and differences does 
Ukraine have compared with other Eastern 
European societies (e.g., Croatia) in develop-
ing its own language and culture? How has 
the war affected the Ukrainian lexicon?

The second conference, “Higher 
Education Reform in Post-Maidan Ukraine,” 
was organized around nine talks during 
three sessions: “Language in Education of 
Post-Maidan Ukraine;” “Globalizing Higher 
Education in Ukraine;” and “Democratizing 
Ukrainian Higher Education.”  The keynote 
address was delivered by the University of 
Alberta’s Dr. Jerry Kachur, who provided an 
extensive framework for a historical under-
standing of global and local socio-economic 
and political processes that describe the 
21st century university.  

Speakers discussed educational issues 
from various perspectives.   Some noted 
that politicians need to promote Ukrainian 
more equitably, since there is evidence 

from state exit exams that high school stu-
dents in different regions do not all achieve 
the same standards of competency. 
Ukrainian university students are travelling 
abroad and studying through digital means 
in greater numbers. The reform process in 
higher education has been highly influ-
enced by the Bologna process, thus creating 
a European system of degrees and partici-
pation in the European Credit Transfer 
System. Although the number of universi-
ties in Ukraine has been reduced from over 
800 to 300 and inter-university joint 
degrees and partnerships are increasing, 
these numbers and the low quality of 
teaching, learning and research output is 
too low to see any Ukrainian university list-
ed on the world rankings. Professorial sala-
ries are too low to motivate change and the 
ministry is requiring researchers to com-
pete abroad to receive funds for their work 
and publish with little to no infrastructure 
of support. Technology and new partner 
projects offer promise for democratizing 
teaching and learning in Ukraine. 

Both conferences were organized by the 
Research Initiative on Democratic Reform 

Dr. Monica Pereña with the ULEC staff (from left to right): Dr. Pereña, Dr. Alla 
Nedashkivska, Dr. Olenka Bilash and Ph.D. candidate Olena Sivachenko.

Dr. Alla NedashkivskaDr. Jerry KachurDr. Laada Bilaniuk
Oleksandr Pankieiev

(Continued on page 14)
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The Rev. Ivan Kaszczak speaks on brotherhoods and the Ukrainian Catholic Church in the U.S.

Boston parish celebrates its patronal feast day

by Slavko Tysiak

WATERVLIET, N.Y. – The Ukrainian-American Cultural 
Center, St. Nicholas Brotherhood Society (commonly called 
the “Bratstvo”) and St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church 
in Watervliet, N.Y., welcomed the Rev. Ivan Kaszczcak, Ph.D., 
to the Ukrainian-American Citizens Club located in 
Watervliet on Friday evening, October 28. The Rev. Dr. 
Kaszczak gave a presentation on brotherhoods and the 

early formation of the Ukrainian Catholic Church in the 
United States. 

The Ukrainian-American Cultural Center, through its 
generous financial support, made it possible for the 
Ukrainian American community within the Capital District 
Region to hear the presentation by Father Kaszczak, who is 
the author of several books on the establishment and 
development of the Ukrainian Catholic Church in the U.S. 

Father Kaszczak stated he has edited and added infor-
mation to the soon-to-be-released new edition of Bohdan P. 
Procko’s book “Ukrainian Catholics in America: A History.” 
In the newest edition, readers will learn how brotherhoods 
were instrumental in the growth and development of the 
Ukrainian Catholic Church in the United States.

St. Nicholas Brotherhood Society in Watervliet has a 
long and distinguished history that very much mirrors the 
developments elsewhere in the United States where the 
brotherhood structure was in place. The local St. Nicholas 
Bratstvo was established on December 5, 1895, in Troy, 
N.Y., and over the decades migrated from its original mem-
bership base to nearby Watervliet. It was instrumental in 
church building and other community efforts both in Troy 
and in Watervliet. St. Nicholas Bratstvo also was an early 
member of the Ukrainian National Association and is affili-
ated with that fraternal organization as UNA Branch 13.

With masterful humor, Father Kaszczak brought togeth-
er the diverse nature of the early bratstvo organizations 
and shed a light on how the local St. Nicholas Bratstvo fit 
into a much larger mosaic of immigrant growth from the 
disparate lands of the former Austro-Hungarian Empire, 

including today’s independent nation of Ukraine. 
Members of the Ukrainian American community attend-

ed the free presentation and a small reception following 
the lecture. Many individuals took advantage of the occa-
sion to purchase one of six books published by Father 
Kaszczak and receive a personal autograph from the 
author.

by Peter T. Woloschuk

BOSTON – Boston’s Ukrainian Catholic 
Parish of Christ the King celebrated its 
patronal feast day on Sunday, October 30, 
with a special festive liturgy and an open 
pot-luck buffet in the parish center follow-
ing the completion of the service. 

The celebration attracted many parish-
ioners and guests. All of the food was pre-

pared, donated and served by volunteers 
from the parish. 

The highlight of the 109-year-old par-
ish’s “praznyk” (feast day) celebration was 
the performance of a number of classical 
pieces of music by violinists Liubomyr 
Senyshyn and Lillian-Terri Dahlenburg, 
who are both graduate students at the 
Longy School of Music of Bard College in 
Cambridge, Mass. They were accompanied 

by Galyna Kryvanych on the piano.
Mr. Senyshyn began his music studies in 

Ivano-Frankivsk and then graduated from 
the Mykola Lysenko Lviv National Academy. 
He has performed with a number of 
orchestras in Ukraine, Austria, the United 
Kingdom, Italy, France and the United 
States. 

Ms. Dahlenburg is a native of Melbourne, 
Australia. She has degrees in violin and 

viola from the University of Melbourne and 
an honors degree in viola performance 
from the Elder Conservatorium of South 
Australia. She taught viola at Prince Alfred 
College in Adelaide and was a member of 
the Zepher String Quartet. 

Ms. Kryvanych is a native of Ternopil and 
has degrees in music, music pedagogy and 
piano from Odesa Conservatory and Kyiv 
National Conservatory.

in Ukraine, a research project led at the 
University of Alberta by Dr. Olenka Bilash, 
professor in the Faculty of Education. She is 
supported by an academic team at the 
University of Alberta that includes Drs. Alla 
Nedashkivska (language cluster lead), 
Roman Petryshyn, Jerry Kachur and 
Bohdan Harasymiw. The project website 
and media component of the conference 
are coordinated by Oleksandr Pankieiev. 

Financial support for the RIDRU project 
comes from the Kule Institute of Advanced 
Study (KIAS), the Canadian Institute of 
Ukrainian Studies (CIUS), the Faculty of 
Education and the Faculty of Arts at the 
University of Alberta, as well as the 
Ukrainian Resource and Development 
Center (URDC) at MacEwan University and 
community sponsors, the Ukrainian 
Foundation for College Education and the 
Alberta Foundation for Ukrainian 
Education Society. Further inquiries may be 
sent to Dr. Olenka Bilash at obilash@ 
ualberta.ca. 

(Continued from page 13)

Two international...

 COMMUNITY CHRONICLE

Father Ivan Kaszczak autographs a book for Ukrainian-
American Cultural Center President Ivan Uruskyj.

Father Ivan Kaszczak addresses the audience at the 
Ukrainian-American Citizens Club in Watervliet, N.Y.

Slavko Tysiak

A view of the audience at Christ the King Parish’s celebration.
Iurii Kryvanych

The music trio of (from left) Galyna Kryvanych, Liubomyr Senyshyn and Lillian-
Terri Dahlenburg performs at Christ the King Parish’s patronal feast day.

After the disintegration of the USSR, the 
West lost this external stimulus, and “liber-
al democracy began to lose its drive.” But 
Mr. Putin’s recent actions have begun to 
help the West recover. After trying the soft 
approach of sanctions, the West has recog-
nized that it has to use hard power as well 
to contain Moscow.

In the short term, NATO’s response has 
allowed the Kremlin to generate a certain 

“military patriotism” at home, Ms. Shevtsova 
says; but that will not last.  And in the end 
the Kremlin leader will discover that he has 
already “given the push for the consolida-
tion in the West of new political forces.”

The old elites who thought that what 
happened in 1991 was forever will either 
have to change their views or be replaced 
by others who recognize that the new reali-
ty is going to be very different than what 
many had imagined or at least hoped for.  
And Western countries will be forced to 
recall their currently forgotten principles – 
and to act upon them as in the past.

(Continued from page 6)

Russia today...
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Arts Against Aggression pickets Boston performance by Putin friend

Ukrainian National Museum in Chicago exhibits “Good Times”
by George Hrycelak

CHICAGO – The Ukrainian National 
Museum in Chicago (UNM) held its annual 
fund-raiser on Saturday, September 24, at 
the iconic Ukrainian Cultural Center in 
Chicago’s Ukrainian Village. 

Past fund-raisers have included academ-
ic presentations, as well as discussions of 
cultural artifacts and creations. This year, 
museum President Lidia Tkaczuk explained 
the unique night’s theme: “a living exhibit 
of the renowned Chicago-based band Good 
Times – its contribution to our Ukrainian-
American heritage, as well as a historical 
retrospective of countless memories, wed-
dings, debutante balls, New Year’s eve 
dances, all shaping the musical history of 
our diaspora for 45 years.

For the UNM, 2016 was an auspicious 
year. The financial year ended in the black, 
UNM was listed as a place not to be missed 
by The New York Times in its article, “36 
Hours in Chicago” (July 2016) and the 
Ukrainian Village was recognized by Redfin 
as the “Hottest Neighborhood in the U.S.” 
(January 2016).

The museum partnered with the Gene 
Siskel Theater and the Chicago Sister-Cities 
program to show the award-winning film 

“Babushkas of Chernobyl” in commemora-
tion of the 30th anniversary of the 
Chornobyl disaster, receiving positive 
reviews and enjoying many sold-out nights. 

A prime focus of the museum is the 
younger generation. Major collaborations 
with learning institutions, ranging from 
Ferris State University in Michigan to the 
Ukrainian Catholic University in Lviv, 
expose students to a host of primary sourc-
es about Ukraine’s history and culture. 
Exhibitions of art from illustrators of chil-
dren’s books, as well as a display of diora-
mas depicting scenes from a world of folk 
tales, fantasy and childhood memories, 
engaged a multitude of students from both 
public and private neighborhood schools. 

The annual fund-raiser is arguably the big-
gest night of UNM’s calendar. This year the 
museum feted members of the music indus-
try with the first Golden Note Ceremony – 
recognition of the best band for its contribu-
tions to Ukrainian American history and cul-
ture. Maria Klymchak, UNM’s curator and the 
night’s mistress of ceremonies, capably man-
aged the formal proceedings, presenting the 
award to members of the band Good Times, 
organized in 1974 by John Steciw. 

This ensemble of devoted individuals 
with unusual talents and diverse back-

grounds is united with Ukrainian music. Its 
performances influenced and impacted 
young Ukrainians throughout the world, 

offering a dynamic selection of live 
Ukrainian melodies in modern arrange-
ments, harmonious renditions and unfor-
gettable lyrics.

The awards were presented to: Mr. 
Steciw, Tony Slonina, Phil Rapala, the late 
John Finiak, Steve Frost, Wayne Godziki, the 
late Bohdan Piwtorak, George Kusch, Maria 
Banach Kobylecky, Kurtis Babchenko, 
Chrystyna Sawyn Siutryk, John Jaresko, 
Vicky Skoczylas and Mingas Markus. 

The evening concluded with a rousing 
retrospective performance by the band, 
sounding current, upbeat and unforgetta-
ble! The enthusiastic crowd of over 250 
attendees refused to let the band conclude 
after the allotted 15 minutes – it could have 
gone on till after midnight.

With passion, a vision, creative individu-
als and a supportive Ukrainian community, 
the Ukrainian National Museum in Chicago 
is sure to remain strong, expand its offer-
ings and maintain its landmark status as a 
venue for Ukrainian culture in the Midwest. 
For further information, readers may call 
312-421-8020.Band members receive commemorative jackets sponsored by Selfreliance Ukrainian American Federal Credit Union Chicago.

Ukrainian National Museum Curator Maria Klymchak presents the founder of Good 
Times with the Golden Note Award.

Vlad Holub

by Peter T. Woloschuk

BOSTON – Some 20 Ukrainian American 
activists led by Dmitry Smelansky and Julia 
K. Bezborodov from Arts Against 
Aggression set up a display and picket in 
front of the New England Conservatory of 

Music (NEC) titled “Putin and Matsuev 
House of Horrors” on Saturday, October 29, 
protesting a performance by Russian pia-
nist Denis Matsuev. 

The performer is one of more than 800 
Russian cultural figures who signed a col-
lective letter supporting Russian President 

Vladimir Putin’s invasion and illegal occu-
pation of Crimea. He also made further 
statements personally supporting Mr. Putin 
and called for even more aggressive action 
against Ukraine, particularly in Donbas.

In keeping with the fact that Halloween 
was being celebrated that weekend in 
Boston, protesters positioned a number of 
skeletons carrying signs detailing the hor-
rific results of Mr. Putin’s hybrid war in 
eastern Ukraine along the sidewalk in front 
of NEC’s Jordan Hall to greet concert-goers. 

One of the protesters was dressed in a 
Putin costume. He took a number of strolls 
up and down the street and ultimately posi-
tioned himself in front of the steps leading 
to the concert hall. He told all who stopped 
that Russia was a horrific aggressor and 
that the people in Ukraine, Syria, Georgia 
and other places knew all too well that 
when Russia appeared there would be no 
treats and that all the tricks would be hor-
rific. He also pointed out that true artists 
had no business supporting such aggres-
sion. 

As a result of this action, several concert-
goers decided not to attend the perfor-
mance after learning of Mr. Matsuev’s sup-
port of Mr. Putin, and a number said that 

this would be their last Matsuev concert.
 “Matsuev, one of Russia’s most prized 

cultural emissaries, is a classical pianist 
who likes to say that he is an artist and a 
messenger of peace,” Mr. Smelansky point-
ed out. “Somehow, in the West he doesn’t 
like to talk about his shameful signature on 
the infamous letter of the Russian cultural 
figures in support of the Russian presi-
dent’s ‘position on Crimea and Ukraine’ or 
about taking an active part in the sham 
election of 2012 as Putin’s surrogate.”

 “We believe that Matsuev’s actions sup-
porting Putin should be as well-known to 
Western concert-goers, concert venues and 
critics as his favorite concert pieces and 
that is why we are here today,” Mr. 
Smelansky continued. “We also have ques-
tions for the NEC and other premier con-
cert locations across the United States, 
namely: why Matsuev and other signatories 
on the list are still welcome on iconic stages 
and whether these locations will continue 
inviting vocal supporters of Putin for per-
formances in the future.”

 “We ask whether an artist can be con-
sidered divorced from politics while contin-

Anti-Putin pickets at the New England Conservatory. 
Iurii Kryvanych

(Continued on page 18)
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The branch held events to present to the 
Ukrainian American community the inter-
esting cultural achievements of Ukraine, as 
well as to raise funds for needy families. 
Continuing this theme, Branch 137 mem-
bers decided to combine their christening 
celebration with a charity ball of “vyshy-
vanky” (Ukrainian embroidery). 

In recent years there has been a dramat-
ic increase in interest among Ukrainians in 
their cultural heritage – especially in east-
ern Ukraine. Embroidered clothing and 
accessories have became fashionable. It is 
incredible to see such beautiful work by 
Ukrainian fashion designers and admire 
their imagination combined with high pro-
fessional skill. Even the rings of the Lobortas 
Classic Jewelry House that is famous in 
Europe have elements of embroidery. 

The event also included a presentation 
of paintings by artists Oksana Tanasiv, 
Chrystyna Kozyuk, Anna Zayachkivska and 
Olya Vojtsitska. Ternopil-born Ms. Tanasiv’s 
collection, “Couture Art,” “Dollar Art,” 
“Reincarnations” and “Oder de Chanel,” was 

previously displayed at New York fashion 
shows beginning in 2012. Her latest collec-
tion of paintings about Ukraine is based on 
Ukrainian embroidery. Ms. Kozyuk, a native 
of Ternopil, lives in Illinois and participates 
in many American competitions, exhibi-
tions and openings. Imagine a picture 
painted with coffee – this is the style of Ms. 
Voytsitska. Ms. Zayachkivska, a native of the 
Ivano-Frankivsk region, draws in the style 
of iconography; this was the first exhibition 
of her works in America. 

The beautifully decorated room, and the 
sound of music played on the piano by 
Natalya Bliduj created a festive mood for 
entering guests.

Designated as godparents of the UNWLA 
Branch 137 were UNWLA President 
Marianna Zajac; Dr. Nataliya Ivashyna, art-
ist and deputy editor of InLove magazine; 
community activist Dr. Michael Lewko,; and 
Orest Fedash, manager of the Hudson 
Valley resort. Branch members expressed 
gratitude to them, as well as to the repre-
sentatives of other UNWLA branches for 
their kind words and gifts. 

Especially touching were the greetings 
from Zhytomyr. During her stay in Ukraine, 
Ms. Tabaka visited the military hospital in 

Zhytomyr to understand what supplies 
were most urgently needed to treat wound-
ed soldiers. As a result of the trip, the 
UNWLA decided to allocate $22,000 to pur-
chase hematology and biochemical analyz-
ers, and two binocular microscopes for this 
hospital. Lidia Bilous, social welfare chair on 
the UNWLA’s national executive board, 
delivered this generous gift in May. Since 
that time, according to Col. Volodymyr 
Trenchuk of the military hospital, 9,000 sol-
diers from the anti-terrorist operation 
(ATO) were evaluated using this technology. 

The fashion show began with the artistic 
composition “Owls.” This exotic clothing line 
was designed by Lena Vasenko from Ivano-
Frankivsk, whom journalists have described 
as “a person who knows how to turn cloth-
ing into art.” The author of the presentation, 
Ms. Zayachkivska, Miss Ukraine-Universe 
2013, thanked Ms. Vlasenko for creating her 
gorgeous outfit for those competitions. 

Aliona Serebrova is one of the most cele-
brated and successful Ukrainian fashion 
designers ever. With more than 10 years of 
experience running her own fashion busi-
ness, she is a couture leader in Ukraine, 
showing her clothes at a range of interna-
tional events and runways. She has earned 

(Continued from page 11)

“Vyshyvanka”... respect not only as a talented designer, but 
also as a driven businesswoman. She focus-
es primarily on designing eveningwear, for-
mal gowns and luxurious dresses. Her 
work has received great critical acclaim, 
and myriad international awards.

Foberini, a young Ukrainian brand, has 
already received attention on the interna-
tional stage. In its collection, elements of 
traditional folk culture are coupled with 
modern-day techniques and color. Beyond 
representing individual identity, Foberini’s 
collections use Ukraine’s rich cultural heri-
tage, designs that are being revitalized 
across the country. 

Olena Dats’ brand is shown worldwide 
and is successfully promoting the conver-
gence of Ukrainian traditions with the 
modern world. Ethnic symbols aren’t pres-
ent on the surface, but are part of the 
sacred core; this is something real, life-giv-
ing, a source of energy and strength. Olena 
Dats’ dresses may be found in showrooms 
in Paris, at Ukrainian Fashion Week and at 
many red-carpet events.

Oksana Polonets is a successful 
Ukrainian designer whose new collection 
proves once again that interest in the 
Ukrainian style is rising worldwide. Her 
designs offer a fresh perspective and under-
standing of what modern women want.

The fashion collection of the fur compa-
ny Ant concluded the show. The director 
and owner of the brand, Victor Antonenko, 
is a member of the Ukrainian Designers 
Association.

The audience so warmly received the 
collections of all these talented Ukrainian 
designers that the models themselves 
could not sustain the strict, blank expres-
sion required of runway models. Their 
smiles were a wonderful addition to the 
elegant clothing and created an unforgetta-
ble, festive atmosphere.

Other special guests of the evening were 
Eugenia Boridka, Miss Ukrainian Diaspora 
2015, a native of Poltava; Ms. Zayachkivska, 
Miss Ukraine-Universe 2013, from the 
Ivano-Frankivsk region; and Alexei 
Kuznetsov, winner of the X-factor from the 
Donetsk region. Interestingly, they repre-
sented three distinct parts of Ukraine. 

The family of Mr. Kuznetsov is currently 
living in the occupied territory of the 
Donbas; his grandmother is Ukrainian. 
Despite all the stereotypes, he speaks per-
fect Ukrainian and came to support the 
UNWLA’s charitable function. The child-
hood and youth of the future singer in the 
mining town of Makiyivka, his success at 
the “X Factor” song contest, and his intern-
ships and performance in opera houses in 
Rome, Milan, Florence, Vienna, Zurich and 
Guangzhou (China) could be the plot of a 
movie. Now Mr. Kuznetsov is studying with 
New York’s Metropolitan Opera. 

During the fund-raiser the singer per-
formed three pieces: two opera arias in 
Italian and the song “Chornobryvtsi.” He 
reminded the audience of the famous 
opera singer Solomiya Krushelnytska, who 
always included a Ukrainian song in her 
world-class concerts. 

The success of the charity ball was heavily 
attributed to its sponsors, among whom 
were NOVA Ukrainian American Federal 
Credit Union in Clifton and the Ukrainian 
National Association, and especially to Mr. 
Lobortas, who donated items for the auction. 

Funds raised from the charity ball will 
be sent to aid orphans and families suffer-
ing from the political conflict with Russia, 
and used to purchase medications and 
medical equipment.

“May God bless you abundantly and 
reward you handsomely for all the good 
you have done for me and my family,” said 
Tetiana Abramova, the widow with two 
children whose family was adopted by 
UNWLA Branch 137. May these words be a 
thank-you to all who attended this charity 
event, were on stage and worked behind 
the scenes.
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UCC to support Ukraine’s participation in 2017 Invictus Games in Toronto
KYIV – Renata Roman, chair of the 

Ukrainian Canadian Congress’s Invictus 
Games Organizing Committee, and Bohdan 
Kupych, member of the UCC Ukraine 
Advisory Council, met with Ukrainian offi-
cials on October 21 to discuss Ukraine’s 
participation in the Invictus Games, which 
will be held in Toronto on September 
24-30, 2017, featuring 550 competitors 
from 17 nations. 

The Invictus Games are an international 
sports competition in which wounded, ill 
and injured military personnel and veter-
ans take part. Founded by Prince Harry, the 
inaugural Invictus Games took place in 
London in 2014, with more than 450 com-
petitors from 13 nations. “The Invictus 
Games demonstrate soldiers’ and veterans’ 
indefatigable drive to overcome and the 
power of sport on their journey to recov-
ery,” as it noted on the games’ website 
(www.invictusgames2017.com).

Totaling 260,000 personnel, the 

Ukrainian army is now among the largest 
forces in Europe, with several thousand sol-
diers on active duty in the anti-terrorist 
operation (ATO) zone in the east of 
Ukraine. Since 1992, Ukrainian forces have 
been actively engaged in multiple exercises 
and peacekeeping missions under United 
Nations and NATO command across 
Balkans, the Middle East and Africa. 
Ukrainian naval units also participated in 
anti-piracy operations off the coast of 
Somalia. Today. Ukraine is defending itself 
from an active invasion and daily conflict by 
Russia and over the past two and a half 
years has suffered almost 10,000 deaths 
and over 20,000 wounded by this war.

During the meeting, Mykola Movchan, 
deputy minister of youth and sport on 
European integration, spoke about the 
plans of the ministry in preparing Ukraine’s 
team for the Invictus Games. The partici-
pants of the meeting discussed the next 
steps to be taken, including applications for 

interested athletes, selection of team mem-
bers and training, and how the UCC can 
best support these efforts, both in Ukraine 
and in Canada.

 “We are very pleased that Ukraine has 
been invited to participate in the Invictus 
Games next year. The bravery and enduring 
spirit of Ukraine’s men and women in uni-
form is a true inspiration to us all.” stated 
Ms. Roman. “This will be a tremendous 

opportunity for Ukraine’s soldiers, wound-
ed heroically defending their country from 
Russia’s invasion, to showcase their cour-
age at a prestigious international event. 
The UCC, together with the Ukrainian 
World Congress, the Canada Ukraine 
Foundation and all our member organiza-
tions and thousands of volunteers will be 

2017 Ukrainian Gift Catalog

Order your copy today!
1-800-265-9858

Books - Music - Calendars - Embroidery
Chocolates - Gifts - Novelty Items

(Continued on page 18)
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NEW YORK – A special Ukrainian 
Historical Encounters Series titled “Ukraine 
at 25: A December 1 Remembrance,” will 
be held on December 1 to coincide with the 
25th anniversary when over 91 percent of 
Ukraine’s electorate voted in a national ref-
erendum to support Ukraine’s declaration 
of independence.

The evening forum, which will be held at 
the Shevchenko Scientific Society in New 
York City at 5-9 p.m., will bring together 
scholars, diplomats and eyewitnesses of 
the historic events that led to Ukraine’s 
renewed independence.  The gathering will 
feature three major presentations, an 
extended panel discussion and light dinner 
fare. The speakers will not only reflect 
upon the dramatic events of 1991, but will 
take a fresh, critical look at Ukraine on the 

25th anniversary of its independence and 
comment on prospects for its future.  

The co-sponsoring organizations are: the 
Center for U.S.-Ukrainian Relations, the 
Shevchenko Scientific Society of America, 
the Ukrainian Congress Committee of 
America, the Ukrainian National Association 
and the Ukrainian National Women’s 
League of America.

The Ukrainian American community is 
invited to attend the “Ukraine at 25: A 
December 1 Remembrance” forum – the 
culminating event dedicated to the 25th 
anniversary of Ukraine’s independence. 
For additional information or to register 
for the free event, readers may call the 
UCCA National Office at 212-228-6840 or 
e-mail ucca@ucca.org, as seating is limit-
ed.

“Ukraine at 25: A December 1 Remembrance”
special historical series to be held in New York

uously supporting unprovoked aggression 
against sovereign foreign states; whether 
Matsuev should be allowed to position 
himself as a messenger of peace in the West 
while not be held to account for his support 
of Putin’s policies; and whether Matsuev 
should be enabled in earning ‘dirty’ 
American dollars while he continues to 
support Kremlin propaganda in promoting 
virulent anti-American attitudes among 
Russian citizens,” Mr. Smelansky continued

 “The financial well-being and profes-
sional reputation of Matsuev and other 
prominent Russian artists supporting 
Putin’s policies depend on their ability to 
package their active support for Putin for 

domestic consumption only while project-
ing the image of a world-class artist totally 
above the fray for the West,” Mr. Smelansky 
pointed out.

 “The aim of Arts Against Aggression is 
to make sure that all of these individuals 
are closely linked to Putin and the crimes of 
his regime in the minds of Western audi-
ences, critics and concert venue adminis-
trators,” Mr. Smelansky concluded.

This is the second time that Arts Against 
Aggression has picketed Mr. Matsuev and 
the second time that it has succeeded in 
gaining considerable media attention. The 
Russian television station TBK in 
Krasnoyarsk, Russia, carried a story on the 
protest in Boston (see https://goo.gl/
TD2EpZ), as did Euromaidan Press, Radio 
Liberty’s Russian service and Hromadske 
Radio.

(Continued from page 15)

Arts Against...

actively supporting Ukraine’s Invictus 
team. Please stay tuned as we will be issu-
ing a call for volunteers and sponsors to 
help with these efforts.” 

The UCC is partnering with the govern-
ment of Ukraine through the Ministry of 
Youth and Sport of Ukraine in promoting 
Ukraine’s participation in the Invictus 
Games, under the action plan of the 
Ukrainian World Congress, the Ministry of 
Youth and Sport of Ukraine, the National 

Olympic Committee of Ukraine and the 
National Committee for Paralympic Sports, 
signed on August 25.

 Participants in the Kyiv meetings also 
included: Natalia Melnychenko, NATO-
Ukraine Trust Fund; Alina Frolova, Director 
STRATCOM UA; Oksana Horbach and 
Mykhailo Pimenov, STRATCOM UA Invictus 
Games Coordinators; Nonna Kalinina, lead-
ing expert of National Committee for Sport 
for the Disabled of Ukraine; Ihor Buriy, dep-
uty head of the Ukrainian center for 
Physical Culture and Sport for the Disabled 
INVASPORT; and Volodymyr Kistyanyk, 
Ukrainian World Congress.

(Continued from page 17)

UCC to support...

At Ukraine’s Ministry of Youth and Sport (from left) are: Renata Roman, chair of the 
Ukrainian Canadian Congress’s Invictus Games Organizing Committee; Mykola 
Movchan, deputy minister of youth and sport on European integration; and Bohdan 

Kupych of the UCC Ukraine Advisory Council.

UCC
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November 14 Seminar with Dominic Lieven, “Ukraine, Empire and 
Cambridge, MA International Crisis, 1900-1920,” Harvard University, 
 www.huri.harvard.edu or 617-495-4053

November 15 Lecture by Giovanna Brogi, “Shevchenko and Ukraine,” 
New York Columbia University, 212-854-4697

November 16 Concert, Women’s Bandura Ensemble of North America,
Middletown, CT Wesleyan University, www.wesleyan.edu/boxoffice or 
 860-685-3355

November 17 Presentation by Mike Buryk, “A First Taste of Ukrainian 
Whippany, NJ Genealogy,” Carpe Diem Club, Ukrainian American Cultural
 Center of New Jersey, aceuaccnj@gmail.com

November 17 Gala banquet marking the 75 anniversary of the Ukrainian
Ottawa Canadian Congress and the 125th anniversary of the
 Ukrainian settlement in Canada, Westin Hotel,
 nataliaromas@cym.org or 819-431-1651

November 17 Beer night networking evening, Ukrainian American 
Whippany, NJ Businesspersons and Professionals Association,
 Ukrainian American Cultural Center of New Jersey, 
 info@uabpa.org or www.uabpa.org

November 19 Fund-raising dinner, Immaculate Conception Ukrainian 
Palatine, IL Byzantine Catholic Church, 224-388-6149 or 
 jillpanko@yahoo.com

November 19 Charity concert, “Skay – New Life,” United Help Ukraine, First
Washington Congregational United Church, www.skaydc.eventbrite.com

November 19 Fall dance, St. George Academy, 
New York 212-473-3323 or 646-327-1693

November 19 Concert, Women’s Bandura Ensemble of North America,
Middletown, CT Memorial Chapel, Wesleyan University, 860-685-3355
 or www.banduristka.org

November 19 Concert, “Freshly Minted” with Bandura Downtown 
New York featuring Roman Turovsky, Julian Kytasty and Alex 
 Pryrodny, The Ukrainian Museum, 212-228-0110 or
 www.ukrainianmuseum.org

November 19 Food and wine pairing, Ukrainian American Sports Center
Horsham, PA Tryzub, info@tryzub.org

November 19 Book launch, “Snow Goose Chronicle” by Olya Samilenko, 
New York Shevchenko Scientific Society, 212-254-5130 

November 19 Exhibit, “Drawings” by Alexander Motyl, Shevchenko 
New York Scientific Society, 21-254-5130

November 20 Thanksgiving dinner, Ukrainian Homestead,
Lehighton, PA www.ukrhomestead.com or 610-377-4621

November 20 Concert, Women’s Bandura Ensemble of North America,
Whippany, NJ St. John the Baptist Ukrainian Catholic Church,
 973-294-6225 or www.banduristka.org

November 20 Harvest Dinner, St. Vladimir Ukrainian Greek Catholic 
Scranton, PA Church, 570-346-4164

November 20 Christmas bazaar, Ukrainian Women’s Association,
Ottawa Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary Ukrainian Orthodox
 Cathedral, 613-728-0856

November 21 Seminar with Sergei Zhuk, “The Disco Mafia and ‘Komsomol
Cambridge, MA Capitalism’ in Soviet Ukraine During Late Socialism,”
 Harvard University, www.huri.harvard.edu or 617-495-4053

November 21-22 Panel discussion, “The Dissolution of the USSR: 25 Years 
Cambridge, MA Later,” Harvard University, http://daviscenter.fas.harvard.
 edu/events/dissolution-ussr-25-years-later

November 21- Exhibit, “The Demise of the Soviet Union, 1985-1991: A 
December 31 25-Year Retrospective,” Harvard University, 
Cambridge, MA www.huri.harvard.edu

Entries in “Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to events 
advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome submissions 
from all our readers. Items will be published at the discretion of the editors 
and as space allows. Please send e-mail to mdubas@ukrweekly.com.

Check out 

and its newly redesigned 
online edition at
and subscribe 
for only $40 
a year!

The Ukrainian Weekly, 
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the Ukrainian National Association.
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PREVIEW OF EVENTS
Tuesday, November 15

NEW YORK: The Ukrainian Studies Program 
at the Harriman Institute of Columbia 
University invites you to attend a lecture by 
Prof. Giovanna Brogi titled “Shevchenko and 
Ukraine.” The talk examines how Shevchenko’s 
mental landscape of Italy is connected mainly 
with his conception of religion and his elabora-
tion of evangelical values. The lecturer was 
professor of Slavic studies and Ukrainian liter-
ature at the University of Milan and the presi-
dent of the Italian Association of Slavic Studies. 
She now is the president of the Italian 
Association of Ukrainian Studies. This event 
will take place at noon in the Marshall D. 
Shulman Seminar Room (Room 1219, 
International Affairs Building, 420 W. 118th 
St.). The event is free and open to the public. 
For additional information call 212-854-4697.

Saturday, November 19

NEW YORK: The Shevchenko Scientific Society 
invites all to a book launch of “Snow Goose 
Chronicle” by Dr. Olya Samilenko, associate 
professor of Russian at Goucher College and 
director of the Johns Hopkins University-
Goucher College Cooperative Program in 
Russian Language, Literature and Culture. 
“Snow Goose Chronicles” is a must read for 
anyone interested in the history of Ukraine, its 
life and the fate of Ukrainian peasants during 
the Soviet period. Prof. Samilenko takes us on a 
fascinating ride through 20th century Ukraine 
and its tragic history, as experienced by two 
Ukrainians and two Jews. She describes what 
can only be called the genocide of the peasants. 
She includes the gulag and labor camps in 
Karelia, especially “Solovky,” located in the for-
mer Solovetsky Monastery on a northern 
island where inmates starved and froze to 
death. Opening remarks will be by Dr. 
Alexander J. Motyl (Rutgers University). The 
event will take place at the society’s building, 
63 Fourth Ave. (between Ninth and 10th 
streets) at 5 p.m. For additional information, 
call 212-254-5130.

MIDDLETOWN, Conn.: The newly formed 
Women’s Bandura Ensemble of North 
America invites all to a concert in the 
Memorial Chapel at Wesleyan University 
located at 221 Church St., Middletown, CT 
06459, at 6 p.m. This ensemble features 21 
accomplished banduristky/singers gathered 
from the Chicago, Cleveland, Hartford, New 
York, Pittsburgh and Toronto areas under the 
co-direction of Oksana Rodak (Chicago) and 
Oksana Zelinska (Toronto). For more informa-
tion and to purchase tickets, please go to 
www.banduristka.org and click on “Upcoming 
Concerts” or call the Wesleyan box office at 
860-685-3355. 
Sunday, November 20

WHIPPANY, N.J.: The newly formed Women’s 
Bandura Ensemble of North America invites 
all to an afternoon program in St. John the 
Baptist Ukrainian Catholic Church located at 
60 N. Jefferson Road, Whippany, NJ 07981. 
Beginning at 1 p.m. the program will feature 
21 accomplished banduristky/singers gath-
ered from the Chicago, Cleveland, Hartford, 
New York, Pittsburgh and Toronto areas under 
the co-direction of Oksana Rodak (Chicago) 
and Oksana Zelinska (Toronto). For more 
information and to purchase tickets, call 973-
294-6225 or go to www.banduristka.org and 
click on “Upcoming Concerts.”
Tuesday, November 22

NEW YORK: The Ukrainian Studies Program 
at the Harriman Institute of Columbia 
University invites you to attend a lecture by 
Prof. Frank Sysyn titled “The Russia-Ukrainian 
Conflict: A Clash of Civilizations?” The Maidan, 
the seizure of the Crimea, and the Russian-
Ukrainian conflict have brought unresolved 
issues to a head. The talk will deal with the 
roots of the current clash and its present state, 
with special attention to the role of religious 
thought and institutions. Prof. Sysyn is direc-
tor of the Peter Jacyk Center for Ukrainian 
Historical Research at the Canadian Institute 
of Ukrainian Studies, professor in the 

Department of History and Classics at the 
University of Alberta, and editor-in-chief of 
the Hrushevsky Translation Project. This 
event will take place at noon in the Marshall D. 
Shulman Seminar Room (Room 1219, 
International Affairs Building, 420 W. 118th 
St.). The event is free and open to the public. 
For additional information call 212-854-4697.

 Saturday-Sunday, December 3-4 

NEW YORK: Do not miss the Christmas 
Bazaar and its unique gifts from 11 a.m. to 5 
p.m. This annual sale organized by the muse-
um’s “Wednesday Volunteers” is a great 
opportunity to purchase folk art items, orna-
ments, Christmas cards, books, artwork, con-
temporary crafts and jewelry, home-baked 
goods and much, much more. Come early for 
the best selections or check the online gift 
shop at www.ukrainianmuseum.org. 
Admission is free. The Ukrainian Museum is 
located at 222 E. Sixth St., between Second 
and Third avenues; telephone, 212-228-0110.

Sunday December 4

HILLSIDE, N.J.: You, your family and friends are 
invited to visit with St. Nicholas at 12:30 p.m. in 
the church hall of Immaculate Conception 
Ukrainian Catholic Church located at the inter-
section of Liberty Avenue and Bloy Street. The 
parish children will present an informal bilin-

gual entertainment program. Complimentary 
refreshments will be served. For those attend-
ing the Sunday divine liturgy at 10:45am, a light 
lunch will be provided after the liturgy. If you 
would like to attend the luncheon, please con-
tact Teresa Szpyhulsky, 908-289-0127; Patricia 
Shatynski, 908-322-7350; or e-mail the parish 
at ICUkrainianCatholic@yahoo.com by 
November 30. Additional information and 
directions to the parish may be found on the 
parish website, www.byzcath.org/Immaculate 
Conception or on Facebook https://www.face-
book.com/Immaculate-Conception-Ukrainian-
Catholic-Church-Hillside-Union-County-
NJ-1025029430856940/.

Saturday-Sunday, December 10-11

NEW YORK: Create your own traditional 
Ukrainian Christmas tree ornaments such as 
spiders, cradles, stars, mobiles and garlands 
using beads, walnut shells, colored ribbons 
and paper. This is a great activity for the entire 
family (children age 7 and up). Sessions are on 
Saturday, 2-4 p.m. or Sunday, 11 a.m.-1 p.m. or 
2-4 p.m. Fee: adults – $15; students over 12 
and seniors – $10; children 7-12 – $5; mem-
bers – 10 percent discount. Pre-registration is 
required. The Ukrainian Museum is located at 
222 E. Sixth St., between Second and Third 
avenues; telephone, 212-228-0110; website, 
www.ukrainianmuseum.org.

PREVIEW OF EVENTS GUIDELINES
Preview of Events is a listing of Ukrainian community events open to the public. It is a ser-
vice provided at minimal cost ($20 per listing) by The Ukrainian Weekly to the Ukrainian 
community.  Items must be no more than 100 words long. 
Preview items must be received no later than one week before the desired date of 
publication. Please include payment for each time the item is to appear and indicate 
date(s) of issue(s) in which the item is to be published. 
Information should be sent to preview@ukrweekly.com. When e-mailing, please do not 
send items as attachments – simply type the text into the body of the e-mail message. 
Preview items and payments may be mailed to: Preview of Events, The Ukrainian Weekly, 
2200 Route 10, P.O. Box 280, Parsippany, NJ 07054. 

Th u rs day, No v. 24 t h
at Soy uz i v k a

Traditional Thanksgiving Feast, 1:00 to 4pm
Buffet Style $40- per adult

5 to 12: ½ price; 4 & under: free
Call for reservations:

845-626-5641 ext 140 
SOYUZIVKA   

216 Foordmore Rd 
Kerhonkson. NY 12446 

Email: Soyuzivka @aol.com


