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by Oksana Bedratenko

WASHINGTON – The U.S. Commission on 
Security and Cooperation in Europe, which 
is known as the Helsinki Commission, on 
November 10 held a briefing whose goal 
was to discuss how Ukrainians continue to 
defend Helsinki principles in the face of 
Moscow’s egregious and unrepentant vio-
lations, and how the international commu-
nity is responding. 

Panelists were: Orest Deychakiwsky, U.S. 
Helsinki Commission; Oksana Shulyar, deputy 
chief of mission, Embassy of Ukraine to the 
United States; John E. Herbst, director, Dinu 
Patriciu Eurasia Center at the Atlantic Council, 
and former U.S. ambassador to Ukraine 
(2003-2006); Paul A. Goble, editor, Windows 
on Eurasia, and professor, The Institute of 
World Politics; and Taras Berezovets, 
founder, Free-Crimea Project, Kyiv.

Helsinki Commission focuses on human rights,
security violations in Russian-occupied Crimea

(Continued on page 16)

by Mark Raczkiewycz

KYIV – Relations between Ukraine and 
Russia hit a new low last week when Kyiv 
held a series of missile tests and military 
exercises on December 1-2 near the 
Kremlin-annexed peninsula of Crimea. 

Kyiv had fired more than a dozen mid-
range anti-aircraft missiles over the two-day 
period from Kherson in the south that flew 
as close as 30 kilometers near Crimean air-
space that Moscow considers its own, yet is 
not internationally recognized. 

Even though Ukraine had sent out what 
are called NOTAMs, or aviation notices, on 
November 24 for sea and air space restric-
tions, Russia balked two days before the 
exercises. 

Russia’s Defense Ministry warned that it 
would shoot down the rockets and launch-
ers on Ukrainian territory in a note deliv-
ered initially to the defense attaché at 
Ukraine’s Embassy in Moscow, according to 
the Interfax news agency. 

The Kremlin later toned its stance on 
December 1, the first day of the scheduled 
missile launches. Russian President 
Vladimir Putin’s spokesman Dmitry Peskov 
told journalists the same day that the tests 
could “create dangerous conditions for 
international flights crossing the territory 
of Russia and neighboring regions.”

Ukrainian national security chief 

Oleksandr Turchynov said the “threats to 
use weapons against Ukraine are an effort 
to turn the hybrid war that Russia has been 
waging against us for the past three years 
into an active war.”

Separately, Ministry of Defense spokes-
man, Col. Andriy Lysenko, said, “we will 
carry out all examinations, as well as battle-
tests, as well as training, and no one will tell 
us what to do here.”

Russia didn’t follow through on its 
threats, yet Kyiv’s move was “risky,” accord-
ing to experts. 

Noting that Ukraine’s missile tests 
caused hysteria in Moscow, Petro Kraliuk, 
political writer and pro-rector at the 
National University of Ostroh Academy in 
Rivne, said that Moscow behaved like a 
“typical aggressor.”

“What was the impact of the claims by 
its [Russia’s] leadership that it was willing 
to bomb Ukrainian missile sites?” he said. 
“This could have made a positive impres-
sion on the Russians, but certainly not on 
the international community. By holding 
the missile exercises, Ukraine has demon-
strated that it is able to defend its territory 
and its airspace.”

Furthermore, Kyiv took a page from the 
Kremlin playbook by launching the mis-
siles, according to Igor Sutyagin, a senior 

Kyiv defies Moscow with missile tests,
as Putin ignores Ukraine in annual speech

(Continued on page 8)

At the Helsinki Commission briefing on human rights and security violations in 
Russian-occupied Crimea (from left) are: Paul Goble, Ambassador John Herbst, 

Orest Deychakiwsky, Oksana Shulyar and Taras Berezovets.

Helsinki Commission

Patriarch Filaret: ‘Independent Ukraine not possible without an independent Church’
PARSIPPANY, N.J. – “Independent 

Ukraine is not possible without an indepen-
dent Ukrainian Church.” These were the 
words of Patriarch Filaret of the Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church – Kyiv Patriarchate at the 
opening of his remarks during a visit to the 
Home Office of the Ukrainian National 
Association and its two weekly newspapers.

The visit occurred on November 7, dur-
ing the primate’s most recent pastoral visit 
to the United States, where he has some 20 
parishes. At the UNA, Patriarch Filaret 
addressed employees, blessed the staff and 
the premises of the Home Office, and gave 
an exclusive interview to editors of 
Svoboda and The Ukrainian Weekly.

The interview was conducted by Lev 
Khmelkovsky of Svoboda and Roma 
Hadzewycz, editor-in-chief of Svoboda and 
The Ukrainian Weekly. Following are 
excerpts of the interview in translation 
from the original Ukrainian.

This year marks 50 years since you 
became metropolitan of Kyiv. What has 
changed since that year, 1966, when the 
Church was still under pressure from 

the Communist regime, to today? How 
has the role of the Church changed? 

Our task at the time of the Soviet Union 
was to maintain the people’s faith despite 
the unfavorable circumstances, the atheism 
of the government, the limits on freedom of 
religion. We could serve and preach only in 
churches, but the Church succeeded in sav-
ing the people’s faith in their hearts and 
souls. This faith among the people became 
one of the reasons for the fall of the USSR. 
The godless system did not have faith; in 
fact, it attempted to create its own religion. 
And it fell apart due to the power of the 
people’s faith in God.

Today in independent Ukraine we have 
the freedom to preach not only in churches, 
but also on the radio, on television, in the 
press. …Principles of Christian ethics are 
taught not only in Sunday schools, but in 
regular schools. This teaching is part of the 
curriculum and it is taught with the per-
mission of parents. …

The Ukrainian state needs the support 
of the Church. Without such support, the 
state cannot exist. In Ukraine, the 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church – Kyiv 

Patriarchate, which has close to 20 million 
believers, became this foundation. Also, the 
Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church holds 
strong positions in support of Ukraine’s 
statehood. And that is why the indepen-
dent state has a strong foundation.

Russia’s war against Ukraine has dem-
onstrated that the Ukrainian Orthodox 
Church of the Moscow Patriarchate is not 
on the side of the Ukrainian state. Their 
peace is a peace under conditions of 
enslavement. Our peace is a just peace in 
an independent Ukraine, where a person 
has complete freedom. And we stand for 
such a peace. The unity with Russia that is 
sometimes proposed means loss of state-
hood. This has been the historical experi-
ence of Ukraine.

I have served in the Kyiv cathedral for 50 
years. There were difficult times, and now 
it has seemingly become easier. But we are 
divided, and our goal is to unite all 
Orthodox in one Church independent of 
Moscow. And this process of unification has 
already begun.

(Continued on page 5)Patriarch Filaret
Alex Fedorchuk
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NATO chief urges pressure on Russia 

BRUSSELS – NATO Secretary-General 
Jens Stoltenberg has called for continued 
diplomatic pressure and sanctions on 
Russia until Moscow respects a February 
2015 agreement aimed at ending the 
Ukraine conflict. “The international commu-
nity must keep pressuring Russia to respect 
its obligations, especially while the security 
situation in eastern Ukraine remains so 
serious,” Mr. Stoltenberg said after talks 
with NATO and Ukraine foreign ministers in 
Brussels on December 7. “It’s important 
that economic sanctions be maintained,” he 
added. Separately, German Foreign Affairs 
Minister Frank-Walter Steinmeier said he 
expected European Union leaders to pro-
long sanctions on Russia when they meet in 
Brussels next week. Stoltenberg said there 
was a “massive increase in cease-fire viola-
tions” in Ukraine’s east, where fighting 
between government forces and Russia-
backed separatists has killed more than 
9,600 people since April 2014. He said hun-
dreds of explosions are sometimes reported 
daily, including many caused by heavy 
weapons banned under the Minsk peace 
accords. Last week, a meeting of foreign 
affairs ministers from Russia, Ukraine, 
France and Germany intended to shore up 
the peace process ended without any new 
breakthrough. (RFE/RL, based on reporting 
by AP and AFP)

EU set to extend Russia sanctions 

BRUSSELS – European Union diplomats 
say EU leaders are highly likely to prolong 
economic sanctions on Russia through July 
31, 2017, when they meet in Brussels for a 
summit next week. Several EU diplomats 
close to talks on the sanctions have told 
RFE/RL that EU leaders might give a green 
light for the six-month extension of the 
sanctions without a discussion when they 
meet on December 15. EU ministers or 
ambassadors would formally adopt the 
extension a few days later, according to the 
diplomats, who spoke on condition of ano-
nymity because they were not authorized 
to discuss the sensitive geopolitical matter 
publicly. The sanctions are currently set to 
expire at the end of January. Speaking at an 
event on Ukraine in Brussels on December 

6, the U.S. chargé d’affaires to the EU, Adam 
Shub, said the United States is confident 
that “there will be no easing of sanctions 
until Russia fully complies with Minsk” – a 
reference to a February 2015 agreement 
aimed to end the conflict between Kyiv’s 
forces and Russia-backed separatists in 
eastern Ukraine. “I think that our European 
partners are on the same wavelength,” he 
said. Sanctions targeting Russia’s banking 
and energy sectors were first imposed in 
the summer of 2014, in response to 
Russia’s seizure of Ukraine’s Crimean 
Peninsula and support for the separatists. 
(Rikard Jozwiak of RFE/RL)

EU, NATO herald ‘trans-Atlantic bond’ 

BRUSSELS – NATO and the European 
Union heralded a “new important era” of 
cooperation on December 6, endorsing an 
agenda for closer collaboration amid 
uncertainty over U.S. President-elect 
Donald Trump’s foreign policy and 
approach to the alliance. NATO foreign 
affairs ministers in Brussels agreed on 
plans to combat cyberattacks, information 
warfare and sea operations, and improve 
defenses for neighboring countries. “Today 
we start a new important era in EU-NATO 
cooperation,” EU foreign policy chief 
Federica Mogherini told reporters at the 
alliance’s headquarters. Mr. Trump, who is 
set to succeed outgoing President Barack 
Obama in January, suggested earlier this 
year that the United States might not pro-
tect fellow NATO members from attacks if 
they do not pull their financial weight in 
the alliance. Washington has long demand-
ed that NATO members meet the alliance’s 
target of spending 2 percent of their GDP 
annually on defense, a threshold that only a 
handful of members are meeting. Mr. 
Trump’s comments during the campaign 
rattled NATO’s easternmost members, who 
are wary of Russia’s intentions in the 
region following its annexation of Ukraine’s 
Crimean peninsula in 2014 and backing of 
armed separatists in eastern Ukraine. The 
Republican president-elect has also spoken 
positively about Russian President 
Vladimir Putin, expressing a desire to mend 
battered bilateral ties with Moscow and 

(Continued on page 12)

 ANALYSIS

by Aleksandr Golts
Eurasia Daily Monitor

The militarization of Russia has reached 
such an extent that not only its military 
force as such has become a foreign policy 
tool, but even individual weapons systems 
are also being used for this purpose. In 
recent weeks, the coastal defense missile 
system Bastion has acquired the role of a 
foreign policy tool. It denies the enemy 
access to a 600-kilometer-long (372 miles) 
stretch of the coast, covering a maritime 
area of 150,000 square kilometers (57,915 
square miles), and can defend the 
approaches to a political and administra-
tive district as part of the latter’s joint 
defensive system.

Recently, Russian Defense Minister 
Sergei Shoigu reported to President 
Vladimir Putin that Bastion was used in a 
real battle situation in Syria for the first 
time. Ironically, it was not fired at sea tar-
gets. According to Mr. Shoigu, Bastion 
struck terrorist bases on the ground. In a 
few days, the Baltic Fleet picked up the 
baton. As soon as the United States 
expressed concern about the deployment 
of the air defense systems S-400 and 
Iskander missiles in Kaliningrad 
(Washington considers unacceptable the 
creation of a no-fly zone over the Baltic 
sea), a source told Interfax that Bastion has 
been deployed in the westernmost region 
of Russia (Interfax, November 21). Thus, 
the complex of coastal defense was used to 
give a signal to Washington that Moscow 
would strongly react to any demarches.

The next day, the newspaper of the Pacific 
Fleet, Boyevaya Vakhta, informed that 
Bastion appeared at the South Kuril Islands 
– at Iturup and Kunashir. At first glance, the 
article did not appear to be timed well, as 
Mr. Putin plans to pay a visit to Japan in mid-
December. The Russian president has hinted 
that he was ready to give positive consider-
ation to Tokyo’s demand to have the 
Southern Kuril Islands returned to Japan, 
after being under Russian administration 
since World War II. Evidently, while Moscow 
was making promises to Tokyo, the Russian 
Ministry of Defense deployed the Bastion to 
the disputed islands.

Trying to smooth the awkwardness, 
Russian presidential spokesman Dmitry 
Peskov said that he did not see any prob-
lems. “In our view this should in no way 
harm the fast trends that have developed in 
our relations with Tokyo in terms of thor-
ough preparations for President Putin’s 
forthcoming visit to Japan and the continu-
ing contacts over ways of advancing bilater-
al relations, in particular, in the economy, 
and from the standpoint of talks on prob-
lems related to a peace treaty,” he said 
(TASS, November 23). However, Tokyo had 
expressed displeasure at the highest level. 
Japan’s Prime Minister Shinzo Abe 
expressed regret about the deployment of 
the Russian anti-ship missiles (TASS, 
November 25).

Moscow signaled that a compromise is 
possible only in relation to Habomai and 
Shikotan – two of the four disputed islands. 
At the same time, it is feasible that the 
deployment of the Bastion on Kunashir and 
Iturup is an important part of a complex 
diplomatic game. After all, the wisest of the 
Kremlin strategists must have foreseen that 
at the end of a day, Russian-Japanese negoti-
ations would inevitably come to a standstill. 

It is impossible to imagine a situation in 

which Mr. Putin, who carefully created his 
image of the “gatherer of Russian lands,” 
would give back any islands to Japan. 
Similarly, it is impossible for the Japanese 
government to give up demands for the 
return of all four islands. To avoid the dead-
lock, Moscow creates in advance what the 
Russian president calls a “negotiating posi-
tion” (this is how he described his latest 
ultimatum to the United States about the 
cancellation of the plutonium destruction 
agreement, see Eurasia Daily Monitor, 
October 21). By this logic, Moscow believes 
it needs to stuff the Kuril Islands with 
weapons, and then have prolonged talks on 
the demilitarization of the Islands. Thus, it 
should be easy to provide an illusion of a 
positive momentum for a long period of 
time.

At the same time, the forward deploy-
ment of the Bastion can change significant-
ly the strategic situation in a particular 
region. Russian analysts write with satisfac-
tion that the Bastion can shoot not only 
through a considerable part of the territory 
of Poland, Germany and the Baltic coun-
tries, but also it can actually block the 
entrance to the Baltic Sea from the Atlantic 
(Voenno-Promishlenniy Kurier, November 
30). The situation in the Far East looks 
even more serious. The Bastion deployed to 
the Kuril Islands is able to block any naval 
activity in the area of the Japanese island of 
Hokkaido. Russia’s coastal defense systems 
deployed in Crimea are also capable, in the 
opinion of the chief of the Russian General 
Staff Valery Gerasimov, to block the 
Bosphorus (RBK September 14). 

As a rule, the Bastion is deployed simul-
taneously with the newest S-400 air 
defense systems. Thus, in peacetime, effec-
tive anti-access/area denial (A2/AD) bub-
bles can be created. Perhaps a tough con-
frontation between Russia and NATO could 
begin in this sphere. After all, the alliance 
announced its intention to strengthen its 
naval group in the Baltic and Black seas. To 
counter the Bastion, NATO is more likely to 
use warships and planes equipped with 
cruise missiles.

Today, the deployment of the Bastion 
has practical value. In Mr. Putin’s eyes, this 
coastal defense system is a symbol of 
Russia’s military presence and demon-
strates the seriousness of its intentions. In 
the documentary about Crimea’s annexa-
tion, Putin stated: “So, at a certain point, we 
deployed these coastal systems Bastion to 
make it clear that Crimea was under safe 
protection” (CNN, March 16).

The Bastion was used in Syria without 
any military sense, just for the sole purpose 
of demonstration. Navy Capt. Konstantin 
Sivkov (ret.) believes that the firing of these 
rockets was made for “experimental” pur-
poses, in order to find out whether it is pos-
sible to use the sea rocket Bastion for 
strikes against land targets. “These missiles 
have a homing warhead designed for sea 
targets, shooting at ground targets is not 
provided. In such cases, the deviation from 
the target can reach about 150 meters,” 
explained the military expert (RIA, 
November 15). Thus, this coastal defense 
missile system has been turned into an 
important foreign policy tool and a symbol 
of national power.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

The Bastion missile system: symbol
of power and foreign policy tool
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Quotable notes
“…Twenty-five years before James Madison wrote the first amendment to the 

U.S. Constitution, and 250 years ago to the day, the Riksdag passed the Swedish 
Press Act – the world’s first law upholding freedom of the press and freedom of 
information.

“’Both our nations understand that information is like oxygen to a democra-
cy. Without it, how can citizens properly assess the challenges and choices 
before them for collective governance? And if information is like oxygen to a 
democracy, the press is its lifeblood – the vehicle for synthesizing and transmit-
ting information to every part of the body politic. …

“In Russia, the government spends at least $400 million each year for its pro-
paganda machine of bots and trolls and factories of false content to undermine 
trust in independent media. Following the 2014 revolution in Ukraine, that 
machine tried to label the newly elected government as fascists – a categorically 
false but explosive claim given the country’s history.

“After Russia-backed forces downed a Malaysian airliner later that year, the 
Russian spin machine went into overdrive with distractions and distortions. We 
have only begun to grapple with consequences of when the resources of a state 
combine with the megaphone of the internet.

“One Russian-born journalist described it like this – ‘it’s not an information 
war; it’s a war on information.’ And let us be clear: a war on information is a war 
on democracy itself.

“That is why, the United States surged support in Europe for civil society and 
media most vulnerable to Russian pressure by over 50 percent to over $85 mil-
lion.

“The new challenge I’ve described – of a massive state-sponsored, technolog-
ically-amplified war on truth – will not be going away. It may yet grow worse. 
Our answer is to fight for the truth, not through propaganda of our own, but by 
standing firm for free and independent media around the world.”

Sarah Sewall, U.S. undersecretary for civilian security, democracy, and human 
rights, speaking on December 2 at the Embassy of Sweden in Washington about 
the challenges to freedom of the press.

 BIPARTISAN LETTER TO TRUMP

Senators call for stand against Russian aggression, support for NATO and Ukrainian sovereignty

WASHINGTON – U.S. Sens. Rob Portman 
(R-Ohio) and Dick Durbin (D-Ill.), co-chairs 
of the Senate Ukraine Caucus, on December 
8 led a bipartisan group of 27 senators to 
call on President-elect Donald Trump to 
continue America’s tradition of support for 
the people of Ukraine in the face of Russian 
aggression. 

 “In light of Russia’s continued aggres-
sion and repeated refusal to respect 
Ukraine’s territorial integrity and sovereign 
right to choose its own destiny, we also 
renew our call for the United States to 
increase political, economic and military 
support for Ukraine,” the senators wrote. 
“This includes defensive lethal assistance 
as part of a broader effort to help 
Ukrainians better defend themselves, deter 
future aggression, and implement key 
structural reforms.”

They added, “Similarly, we believe that 
Russia’s illegal annexation of Crimea 
should never be accepted, nor should we 
lift sanctions imposed on Russia for its 
behavior in eastern Ukraine until key pro-
visions of the Minsk agreement are met.” 
The full text of the senators’ letter follows.

 
President-elect Donald J. Trump
Trump-Pence Transition Team
1717 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20006

Dear President-elect Trump,
As members and friends of the Senate 

Ukraine Caucus, advocates for a strong U.S.-
Ukrainian relationship and backers of 
NATO, we write to convey strong, biparti-
san support for Ukraine in the United 
States Senate. We look forward to working 
with you and your new administration to 
support our ally Ukraine and help it secure 
a peaceful and democratic future.

Almost three years after Russia’s illegal 
annexation of Crimea and military aggres-
sion in eastern Ukraine, daily ceasefire vio-
lations along the line of contact make a 
mockery of the Minsk Agreement and dem-
onstrate that this conflict in the heart of 
Europe is far from over. Russia has yet to 
withdraw its heavy weapons and continues 
its sabotage and subversion efforts. It has 
not halted its disinformation war against 
Ukraine and the West, nor stopped its eco-
nomic and political pressure aimed at 
undermining the Ukrainian government. 
According to conservative estimates from 
the United Nations, approximately 10,000 
people have been killed, over 20,000 
wounded, and more than 2 million internal-
ly displaced since the conflict began. And, 
unfortunately, the Organization for Security 
and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) observ-
ers still do not have full, unimpeded access 
to the Ukrainian-Russian border, while 
Russia continues to supply weapons, equip-
ment and personnel to the separatists.

Quite simply, Russia has launched a mili-
tary land-grab in Ukraine that is unprece-
dented in modern European history. These 
actions in Crimea and other areas of east-
ern Ukraine dangerously upend well-estab-
lished diplomatic, legal and security norms 
that the United States and its NATO allies 
painstakingly built over decades – a histori-
cally bipartisan global security framework 
that has greatly served U.S. security and 
economic interests. We believe it is in our 
vital national security interest to uphold 
these norms and values, and prevent 
America’s commitment to its allies and ide-
als from being called into question.

In light of Russia’s continued aggression 
and repeated refusal to respect Ukraine’s 
territorial integrity and sovereign right to 
choose its own destiny, we also renew our 

call for the United States to increase politi-
cal, economic, and military support for 
Ukraine. This includes defensive lethal 
assistance as part of a broader effort to 
help Ukrainians better defend themselves, 
deter future aggression, and implement 
key structural reforms. Similarly, we 
believe that Russia’s illegal annexation of 
Crimea should never be accepted, nor 
should we lift sanctions imposed on Russia 
for its behavior in eastern Ukraine until key 
provisions of the Minsk Agreement are 
met. Accordingly, U.S. leadership on main-
taining such trans-Atlantic sanctions 
should remain a priority.

We look forward to continuing the tradi-
tion of bipartisan support for Ukraine in 
Congress, which has authorized meaningful 
assistance programs through the Ukraine 
Freedom Support Act, the Ukraine Security 
Assistance Initiative and other pieces of leg-
islation. We stand ready to work with you 
and your new administration on strength-
ening the U.S.-Ukrainian relationship and 
look forward to learning more about your 
plans to engage on this important issue.

Sincerely,
Richard J. Durbin 

United States Senator
Rob Portman 

United States Senator
John McCain 

United States Senator
Jeanne Shaheen 

United States Senator
Marco Rubio 

United States Senator
Sherrod Brown 

United States Senator
Ron Johnson 

United States Senator
Christopher S. Murphy 

United States Senator

Cory Gardner 
United States Senator

Richard Blumenthal 
United States Senator

Pat Roberts 
United States Senator

Jack Reed 
United States Senator

Christopher A. Coons 
United States Senator

John Barrasso 
United States Senator

Benjamin L. Cardin 
United States Senator

Lindsey Graham 
United States Senator

Robert P. Casey Jr. 
United States Senator

John Boozman 
United States Senator

Gary C. Peters 
United States Senator

Jim Risch 
United States Senator

Jeff Merkley 
United States Senator

Johnny Isakson 
United States Senator

Kirsten Gillibrand 
United States Senator

James Inhofe 
United States Senator

Amy Klobuchar 
United States Senator

Sheldon Whitehouse 
United States Senator

Robert Menendez 
United States Senator

Urge increased political, economic 
and military support for Ukraine

RFE/RL

BRUSSELS – European Union member 
states and the European Parliament have 
struck a deal to end a dispute that had been 
holding up a decision to allow Ukrainians 
and Georgians visit the bloc without need-
ing a visa.

Writing on his Facebook page, Ukrainian 
President Petro Poroshenko hailed the 
“encouraging news from Brussels.”

“This agreement is balanced, and is 
extremely important for both the effective-
ness and credibility of the union’s visa-lib-
eralization policy,” a December 8 statement 
quoted European Council President and 
Slovak Internal Affairs Minister Robert 
Kalinak as saying.

“The fact that we have reached an agree-
ment should open the door to further prog-
ress on visa-liberalization talks with other 
countries that meet all the necessary 
requirements,” said Mr. Kalinak, whose 
country holds the rotating EU presidency.

Separately, European Parliament mem-
ber Agustin Diaz de Mera said the deal “will 
facilitate the immediate consideration of 
the two visa-liberalization proposals for 
Georgia and Ukraine.”

The statement said EU countries and law-
makers agreed to a compromise text on a 

regulation to strengthen the suspension 
mechanism that can be applied to all visa-
liberalization agreements in emergencies 
amid fears over immigration and terrorism.

The regulation now has to be submitted 
to the European Parliament for a vote at 
first reading, and to the European Council 
for adoption.

Under the deal, the executive European 
Commission or EU states will be able to 
suspend quickly a country’s visa exemption 
for nine months. The EU can extend the 
suspension period for a further 18 months, 
but through a more complex procedure.

Visa waivers may be reintroduced if 
there is a surge of citizens from a non-EU 
country like Ukraine or Georgia staying 
irregularly in EU territory or if nationals 
from that country are deemed to pose a 
security threat. They can also be reintro-
duced if there is a rise in unfounded asylum 
applications or a lack of cooperation on 
returning migrants.

Ukraine and Georgia are seeking greater 
integration with the West, but have been 
frustrated with the pace of EU moves to 
bring them closer.

With reporting by RFE/RL’s Brussels cor-
respondent Rikard Jozwiak, Reuters, AFP 
and Interfax.

Deal struck for visa-free travel 
to Europe for Ukraine, Georgia
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First of all, the faithful themselves are 
transferring to the Kyiv Patriarchate, for 
they understand that our Church always 
stood with the people. This was manifested 
during the Revolution of Dignity, when our 
Church stood up against the administration 
of Viktor Yanukovych. After the executions 
of the Heavenly Brigade on the Maidan, our 
Synod adopted a decision to not pray for 
this criminal regime. 

The Kyiv Patriarchate was with the peo-
ple not only in word, but in deed as well. 
We were not afraid of the authorities. We 
did not support a regime that did not serve 
the people. The truth emerged victorious 
and Yanukovych fled abroad with his sup-
porters.

And we not only pray, but also provide 
concrete assistance. Communities are fund-
raising and collecting supplies to help the 
military; they support the families who lost 
loved ones in the war and those internally 
displaced. Our military chaplains travel to 
the frontlines; they are very much needed 
by the soldiers. Thanks to the Church’s ini-
tiatives, this volunteer movement has 
spread beyond Ukraine, to the United 
States and the world.

If our Orthodox Churches were not 
divided, there would be no war. Vladimir 
Putin would not have dared to attack 
Ukraine without the support he has from 
the pro-Moscow Church and other pro-Rus-
sian forces in Ukraine.

Why has a portion of Ukraine’s popu-
lation remained with the Moscow 
Patriarchate?

The Moscow Patriarchate has been con-
ducting destructive work among the 
Ukrainian Orthodox. For over 20 years, bish-

ops and priests of the Moscow Patriarchate 
have been persuading the people that the 
Kyiv Patriarchate is a bunch of schismatics, 
that our priests are uncanonical, unworthy. 
And many people fell for these lies.

Our goal is to return the people’s faith to 
their own Ukrainian Church. This faith will 
be buttressed by the renewal of prayer in 
union with the Ecumenical Patriarchate, 
with world Orthodoxy. Then we will be 
joined by bishops and priests of the 
Moscow Patriarchate [in Ukraine]. This 
unity is supported by the president of 
Ukraine, the Verkhovna Rada, the govern-
ment, the intelligentsia and the faithful. 
Thousands of letters were sent to appeal to 
Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew to rec-
ognize the autocephaly of the Kyiv 
Patriarchate. 

Patriarch Bartholomew has all the basis 
and the right to make this decision. I 
remind you of 1924, when the Orthodox 
Church in Poland was given autocephaly 
thanks to an appeal by the government. 
And that Church was much smaller than 
ours. There is no reason for him not to rec-
ognize the Ukrainian Church.

How are your relations with the cur-
rent leader of the Ukrainian Orthodox 
Church – Moscow Patriarchate, 
Metropolitan Onufriy?

I know many bishops who sympathize 
with our autocephalous Church, and there 
are clergy also. We expect that they will go 
over to the Kyiv Patriarchate. That is why I 
tell my clergy and bishops that they should 
not do battle with the clergy of the Moscow 
Patriarchate – because they are our broth-
ers and the time will come that we will 
serve together. It is easier to unite with 
friends than with former enemies.

In cities where both Patriarhchates have 
their churches, this eventual unification will 
be painless; but in villages and towns where 
there is only the Moscow Patriarchate, that 
will be more difficult. There, the struggle for 
assets, for churches, is continuing. But right 
now in the Verkhovna Rada there is a draft 
law that will help to settle such complex 
questions. Unfortunately, however, currently 
there is no mechanism that permits transfer 
[of churches] to another, that is, to the Kyiv 
Patriarchate.

Metropolitan Onufriy and I meet formally, 
but Moscow does not allow communication 
with us. Nor does it allow its priests to do so. 

As far as the Ukrainian Autocephalous 
Orthodox Church is concerned, although 
we have the same goal, this smaller Church 
is still under the control of Moscow. When 
we were supposed to have a sobor of unifi-
cation on September 17, 2015, the UAOC 
was not allowed to participate. 

Moscow’s mission is to prevent unifica-
tion.

Did the Russian Orthodox Church 
change in these new circumstances?

…Independent Ukraine is not possible 
without an independent Church. Moscow’s 
hierarchs knowingly serve the imperial 
authorities, although a Church should serve 
the people. And the Moscow Church should 
serve the people, but it does not; it has impe-
rial intentions and it proclaims falsehoods. 

Today it is clear who serves the Ukrainian 
nation and who does not.

So, is it possible to create one 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church in Ukraine? 
How long will it take?

Certainly this will happen, and it will 
happen quite quickly.

And how are your relations with the 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the U.S.A.?

Lately, our relations have improved 
markedly. Metropolitan Antony and Bishop 
Daniel, who has been nominated for arch-
bishop, are interceding with Patriarch 
Bartholomew regarding recognition of the 
autocephaly of the Kyiv Patriarchate. The 
Church greatly helps Ukraine, and for that 
reason we meet often in Kyiv and discuss 
our further plans.

…After our visit here, I am traveling to the 
Consistory of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church 
of the U.S.A. in Bound Brook [N.J.] and this, 
too, is proof of our brotherly relations.

(Continued from page 1)

Patriarch Filaret...
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The following is a guest editorial by Orest Deychakiwsky, policy advisor, U.S. 
Commission on Security and Cooperation in Europe (Helsinki Commission). The text is 
adapted from his opening remarks at the commission’s November 10 briefing on 
“Ongoing Human Rights and Security Violations in Russian-Occupied Crimea.” 

With Russia’s ongoing illegal occupation of Crimea and aggression in eastern 
Ukraine – where it continues to direct, arm and finance its separatist proxies – 
Russia continues to flout every single one of the core OSCE principles enshrined in 
the 1975 Helsinki Final Act, including territorial integrity, inviolability of borders, 
sovereignty, and respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms. The situation 
in Crimea is bleak, and continues to deteriorate both from a democracy and human 
rights, as well as a security standpoint and other standpoints as well. 

The Russian occupying authorities persistently violate the rights of the Crimean 
people, first and foremost those who are perceived to oppose the illegal annexation. 
The Crimean Tatars have been especially targeted, as have been all those Ukrainians 
who do not remain silent in accepting Moscow’s rule. Examples abound. Whether 
it’s the banning of the Mejlis and persecution of individual Tatar activists or the 
unjust imprisonments of Oleh Sentsov and Oleksandr Kolchenko, Russia is demon-
strating its contempt for human rights and democratic norms. At the same time, the 
security situation in Crimean and surrounding Black Sea region is becoming increas-
ingly perilous with the militarization of the peninsula. 

The international community has repeatedly condemned Russia’s illegal annexa-
tion. Like many in Congress, the Helsinki commissioners have been very supportive 
of sanctions against Russia, including Crimean-related sanctions, and in providing 
assistance to Ukraine to help counter Russian aggression and strengthen Ukraine’s 
efforts to become a successful democracy. 

The Helsinki Commission has also been active on the international front. At the 
OSCE Parliamentary Assembly, for instance, shortly after the Russian invasion, our 
then-Chairman Sen. Ben Cardin’s resolution condemning “the clear, gross and uncor-
rected violation of the Helsinki principles by the Russian Federation with respect to 
Ukraine” passed overwhelmingly over strident Russian objections. Similar resolu-
tions have passed in the years since. 

Now a bit of history. This briefing takes place on the 40th anniversary of founding 
in November 1976 of the Ukrainian Helsinki Monitoring Group – the largest and 
most-repressed of the five Soviet Helsinki groups. These groups were formed to 
monitor the Soviet government’s compliance with the Helsinki Final Act. The Soviet 
government, not surprisingly, saw these groups as a serious threat. The men and 
women who participated in these groups were persecuted as a result of their cour-
age and commitment, and four Ukrainian monitors sacrificed their very lives in the 
notorious Perm Camp No. 36. The members of the Ukrainian Helsinki Group laid the 
groundwork for the events that were to follow, culminating in Ukraine’s freedom 
and independence. And, indeed, Ukraine’s independence movement, called Rukh, 
was led by members of the Helsinki Group. 

In the West, there were numerous efforts by governments, parliaments, NGOs to 
defend the Helsinki monitors. Congress and the Helsinki Commission were especially 
active. Here’s just one small example. Thirty-five years ago this month, in November 
1981, our commission held a hearing on the fifth anniversary of the Ukrainian 
Helsinki Group. One of the witnesses was someone named Petro Grigorenko, a found-
ing member of both the Moscow and Ukrainian Helsinki groups. A giant in the Soviet 
dissident movement, he had also been a highly decorated veteran, a major general in 
World War II. Yet, he abandoned the comfortable life of the Soviet elite and became 
involved in the struggle for human rights. What was his reward? Repression, including 
nearly five years of psychiatric abuse at a Soviet psychiatric hospital. He eventually 
was allowed to the West for medical treatment, and stayed. 

Why do I single out Gen. Grigorenko? Because among the things he was best- 
known for was his defense of the Crimean Tatar people, who had been forcibly 
exiled to Central Asia in 1944 by Soviet dictator Joseph Stalin. Tragically, decades 
after returning to their homeland as the USSR was dissolving and living in an inde-
pendent Ukraine, the Crimean Tatar people again face persecution at the hands of 
Stalin’s anti-democratic, imperialistic heirs. And in a frightening echo of what Gen. 
Grigorenko went through, a Crimean Tatar leader, Ilmi Umerov, recently was put in a 
psychiatric clinic for three weeks, and others very recently have been sent for forced 
psychiatric evaluations for their opposition to Russia’s occupation. 

Now, as then, the principles and commitments enshrined in the Helsinki Final Act 
are under assault. Forty years later, Ukrainians of all ethnic and religious back-
grounds continue to defend these principles in the face of Moscow’s egregious and 
unrepentant violations. And, just as the West did back then, so too now we need to 
keep shining the spotlight on violations taking place today.

The Ukrainian Weekly

Two years ago, on December 13, 2014, the Ukraine Freedom 
Support Act (S 2828/ HR 5859) was passed by unanimous con-
sent by the U.S. Senate, thus passing both houses of Congress 
after the hotline vote by the U.S. House of Representatives on 
December 11. President Barack Obama signed the bill into law 
on December 18.

A statement by the White House Office of the Press Secretary, noted:
“…Signing this legislation does not signal a change in the administration’s sanctions pol-

icy, which we have carefully calibrated in accordance with developments on the ground 
and coordinated with our allies and partners. At this time, the administration does not 
intend to impose sanctions under this law, but the act gives the administration additional 
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Turning the pages back...

by Paul Goble

One of the positive developments of 
recent decades has been the willingness of 
historians and those concerned with 
human rights to identify, shame and isolate 
those who deny the Holocaust. Today, it is 
long past time to do the same thing with 
those who deny the Holodomor, Stalin’s 
genocidal terror famine against Ukrainians 
and others.

On November 26, Ukrainians and people 
of good will around the world paused to 
remember the victims of Stalin’s murder-
ous attack by famine on the Ukrainian peo-
ple which claimed as many as 10 million 
lives, intentionally led to the Russification 
of Ukraine, and thus set the stage for many 
of today’s problems there.

At the time of the famine, Soviet officials 
and useful idiots in the West like the notori-
ous Walter Duranty denied that any famine 
was taking place. But the evidence for that 
crime was too great and was most usefully 
assembled by James Mace and the U.S. 
Commission on the Ukrainian Famine in 
the 1980s (kasparov.ru/material .
php?id=583BE13B37921).

Nonetheless, some Russian and Western 
intellectuals continue to deny that the 
Holodomor was a genocide either because 
of the view that Stalin may have done terri-
ble things but he thereby prepared the 
USSR to win World War II or because of the 
desire not to extend the use of the term 
genocide beyond Hitler’s crimes lest it be 

somehow devalued (kasparov.ru/material.
php?id=583B3AFDCB628).

Those views are wrong. On the one 
hand, Stalin’s actions in the 1930s weak-
ened the Soviet Union and might have led 
to its defeat had it not been for the vicious-
ness of Hitler’s hatred of the Slavs, the 
enormous sacrifice of the peoples of the 
USSR, and the aid that Moscow received 
from the U.S. and other Western powers.

And on the other, while the Holocaust 
and the Holodomor are different, they were 
both undertaken by criminal leaders unre-
strained by any moral principles to destroy 
groups defined by faith, language and eth-
nicity. And consequently, they are both 
genocides; and those who deny that either 
of them are should be identified, shamed 
and shunned.

On its website, the U.S. Holocaust 
Museum says that “Holocaust denial is an 
attempt to negate the established facts of 
the Nazi genocide of European Jewry. 
Holocaust denial and distortion are forms 
of anti-Semitism. They are generally moti-
vated by hatred of Jews and build on the 
claim that the Holocaust was invented or 
exaggerated by Jews as part of a plot to 
advance Jewish interests” (ushmm.org/
confront-antisemitism/holocaust-denial-
and-distortion).

The museum continues by pointing out 
that it is “important to confront denial” 
because “The Nazi persecution of the Jews 

by Paul Goble

Patriarch Kirill, who has become the 
leading promoter of the traditionalist 
national values in Vladimir Putin’s Russia, 
says on the occasion of his 70th birthday 
that the Moscow Patriarchate will never 
allow an independent Ukrainian Orthodox 
Church or the appearance of multicultural-
ism in Russia itself.

Feted by Orthodox and Russian state 
leaders, including President Putin, who not 
only gave the patriarch another award but 
suggested that it is likely it was Patriarch 
Kirill’s father who secretly baptized the 
young Putin many years ago (interfax-reli-
gion.ru/?act=news&div=65227), the patri-
arch used the occasion not only to reaffirm 
his hard line but to declare that he has 
“only just begun” to push it.

Patriarch Kirill made that declaration in 
the course of an extensive interview with 
the Moscow newspaper Kommersant 
(kommersant.ru/doc/3148819), which he 
began in the best traditions of the Soviet 
background that he shares by providing 

statistics about the growth in church insti-
tutions rather than concern about religious 
faith itself.

 “If you’ll permit me,” the Russian Church 
leader said, “I will begin with statistics.” 
Since he became patriarch, the number of 
Moscow Patriarchate churches has 
increased by 5,000, the number of priests 
by 10,000, and the number of monasteries 
by 122. There are now 160 more parishes 
in Moscow, and the number of bishoprics 
has gone up from 159 to 296.

The expansion in the number of bishop-
rics has been especially important, the 
patriarch continued, because it means that 
his administration has “more information” 
about what is going on in the country, 
including anti-Church attitudes, and is bet-
ter positioned to promote the values of 
Orthodoxy in Russia. “We are only at the 
very beginning of that,” the hierarch said.

His two clearest declarations on policy 
have been about church affairs in Ukraine, 
and cultural and ethnic relations in the 
Russian Federation. With regard to 
Ukraine, he declared, “our Church will 
never leave in misfortune our brothers in 
Ukraine …We will never agree to a change 
in the holy canonical borders of our 
Church” (interfax-religion.ru/?act=news 
&div=65240).

The reason for that is simple, Patriarch 
Kirill said, “Kyiv is the spiritual cradle of 
Holy Rus’ just as Mskheta is for Georgia or 
Kosovo for Serbia.”

Unfortunately, he continued, there are 
forces in Ukraine that are trying to under-

It’s long past time to identify 
and shame Holodomor deniers

Patriarch Kirill at 70: No autocephaly 
for Ukraine and no multiculturalism for Russia

(Continued on page 8)

Russia’s illegal occupation of Crimea

 WINDOW ON EURASIA

Paul Goble is a long-time specialist on 
ethnic and religious questions in Eurasia 
who has served in various capacities in the 
U.S. State Department, the Central 
Intelligence Agency and the International 
Broadcasting Bureau, as well as at the Voice 
of America and Radio Free Europe/Radio 
Liberty and the Carnegie Endowment for 
International Peace. The article above is 
reprinted with permission from his blog 
called “Window on Eurasia” (http://windo-
woneurasia2.blogspot.com/). (Continued on page 9)

(Continued on page 8)
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 FOR THE RECORD

The statement below was released on 
December 2 by the Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress.

Today marks the 25th anniversary of 
Canada’s recognition of Ukraine’s 
Independence.

On December 1, 1991, the people of 
Ukraine were asked, “Do you support the 
Act of Declaration of the Independence of 
Ukraine?” as was adopted by Ukraine’s 
Parliament on August 24, 1991.

For centuries, the Ukrainian people 
struggled, fought and spilled their blood for 
the simple, sacred dream of living free on 
their own land. For the unalienable right to 
choose, as a free people, their own future, 
speak their own language, foster their own 
culture and traditions. For centuries, they 
endured foreign rule and tyranny. 
Generations of Ukrainian patriots paid with 
their lives so that one day Ukraine may be 
free. Twenty-five years ago that struggle 
was vindicated.

92.3 percent of Ukraine’s citizens voted 
to confirm Ukraine’s independence from the 
USSR, ending over 70 years of imperialist 
Soviet rule over Ukraine. From Luhansk in 
the east, to Lviv in the west, from Sumy in 
the north to Sevastopol in the south, the 
Ukrainian people chose their destiny – to 
build a free, democratic, indivisible Ukraine.

In all 27 regions of Ukraine, including 
Crimea and Sevastopol, a majority voted for 
independence. Not until Russia invaded 
Crimea and then eastern Ukraine in 2014 
did any “separatist” movement exist in 
Ukraine. “Separatism” in Ukraine was engi-
neered by Vladimir Putin’s regime as an 
effort to destabilize and control Ukraine, as 

they have done in other countries in the 
region.

Canada was the first Western country to 
recognize Ukraine’s independence. The his-
toric bond of friendship between the 
Canadian and Ukrainian people began 125 
years ago, when the first settlers from 
Ukraine came to Canada seeking a better 
life. This friendship has endured and grown 
stronger in the last 25 years. Today, Canada 
continues to be one of Ukraine’s most 
steadfast allies and friends in the interna-
tional community.

As we mark this anniversary, Ukraine’s 
sons and daughters again take up arms in 
defense of their country. In Ukraine’s east, 
Russia wages a ruthless war of aggression. 
Russia illegally occupies sovereign Ukrainian 
territory in Crimea. As it has so many times 
before, Russia once again seeks to subjugate 
the people of Ukraine to Moscow’s rule. 

Today, the people of Ukraine, united in 
common purpose, are bravely resisting 
Russia’s invasion. Secure in the knowledge 
that liberty will always triumph over 
oppression, that democracy will always tri-
umph over despotism, and that justice will 
always triumph over evil, we pledge to do 
all in our power to support the Ukrainian 
people in their righteous cause.

Today, we honor the countless millions of 
Ukrainians who, through the centuries, gave 
their lives for Ukraine’s freedom. We pay trib-
ute to those who today must defend that free-
dom. As Ukrainian Canadians, we are grateful 
to the people and government of Canada for 
their continuing support of Ukraine. We call 
on all civilized nations to continue to sup-
port Ukraine in her time of need. And we 
pray that peace soon returns to Ukraine.

25th anniversary of the recognition
by Canada of Ukraine’s independence

Most readers of The Weekly, one would 
imagine, have at some point in their lives 
made a monetary contribution to 
“Ukrainian studies.” It may have been a 
hard-earned $5 bill tendered cautiously to 
an importunate gentleman in a shabby suit 
carrying a battered briefcase on the steps 
of your parish church, or it may have been 
a $50,000 check signed with a flourish in a 
flush of well-lubricated patriotism at a 
fancy hotel banquet. It may have gone to 
fund a chair or an institute in Canada or the 
United States, or a university in Ukraine. In 
any case, you may have occasionally won-
dered whether your contribution has pro-
duced tangible results. A few days at the 
recent ASEEES convention in Washington 
would have answered your question.

Founded in 1948, the Association for 
Slavic, East European, and Eurasian Studies 
(formerly known by the no less cumber-
some name of the American Association for 
the Advancement of Slavic Studies or 
“Triple A Double S”) publishes the respect-
ed academic journal Slavic Review and 
hosts annual conventions encompassing 
history, literary studies, linguistics, political 
science, the arts, and other fields pertaining 
to the cultural and geographic area indicat-
ed by its name. It has both individual and 
institutional members. The theme of this 
year’s convention, held November 17-20 at 
the Washington Marriott Wardman Park, 
was “Global Conversations.”

These conventions are enormous. This 
year, over 1,500 participants (not counting 
simple attendees) crowded into 14 sessions, 
each comprising 54 panels or roundtables 
lasting an hour and 15 minutes each. 
Receptions, screenings, meetings (such as 
that of the American Association for 
Ukrainian Studies) and other events filled the 
rest of the time. One could hear a good deal of 
non-native Russian, but real Russians and 
other native Slavs were numerous as well. 

What place did Ukrainian studies have in 
all this? A search of the online program (avail-
able on one’s cellphone through a handy app) 
using the keyword “Ukraine” yielded 115 
results, including 38 “events” (mostly pan-
els) and many abstracts of papers. True, the 
phrase “Russia and Ukraine” has become 
de rigueur for topics involving the East 
Slavic portions of the Russian empire and 
the USSR, and does not always ensure due 
consideration of the Ukrainian component. 
But this shows that modern scholarship is 
at least paying attention to Ukraine. 

Discussions of Russian foreign policy 
naturally included Crimea and the Donbas. 
A number of panels focused on Ukrainian 
history or literature. Former Ukrainian 
President Leonid Kravchuk joined Russia’s 
Gennady Burbulis and Belarus’ Stanislau 
Shushkevich at a roundtable on the disso-
lution of the USSR. A literary panel was 
dedicated to Nikolai Gogol (Mykola Hohol), 
Panteleimon Kulish and Ivan Franko. A pre-
sentation on “New Perspectives and 
Findings on the Famine (Holodomor) of 
1932-1933 in Ukraine” featured five prom-
inent diaspora scholars and one from 
Ukraine. Two diaspora church historians 
and an ethnographer discussed “Ukrainian 
Sacral Culture in the New World.” A round-
table devoted to Paul Robert Magocsi’s 
2015 book “With Their Backs to the 
Mountains” was titled “Carpathian Rus’ – 
Real or Imagined?” Diaspora scholarship 
itself was also considered: a panel titled 
“Global Conversations: Ukrainian Diaspora 

and Formation of Ukrainian Intellectual 
Self in Soviet and Post-Soviet Space” fea-
tured speakers from Canada, the United 
States, and Ukraine. 

On the lower level of the hotel, a large 
exhibit space accommodated some 60 pub-
lishers. Among them were the Harvard 
Ukrainian Research Institute and the 
Carpatho-Rusyn Research Center.

The meeting was not without controver-
sy. A letter of November 12 from literary 
scholar Alexander Etkind of the European 
University at Florence to the ASEEES 
Executive Committee was circulated at the 
convention. Prof. Etkind objected to the 
avowedly apolitical organization hosting, 
“as one of its core activities,” a dissertation 
research fellowship financed by Princeton 
professor emeritus Stephen F. Cohen and 
named after him and another scholar. Prof. 
Etkind’s objection was based on Prof. 
Cohen’s “controversial political state-
ments,” which were highly critical of the 
U.S. and Ukraine and highly supportive of 
Russia and President Vladimir Putin. For 
example, Prof. Cohen allegedly blamed the 
U.S. for the Russian annexation of Crimea 
and wrote about “Kiev’s atrocities” in the 
Russian-occupied Donbas. Considering 
these statements “factually wrong and 
politically bizarre,” Prof. Etkind stated that 
he did not wish to participate in the activi-
ties of a society that had associated itself 
with Prof. Cohen’s name, and therefore 
would not attend the convention. This inci-
dent, too, showed that Ukrainian issues are 
taken seriously in the academic world. 

During the convention, the Embassy of 
Ukraine hosted a presentation on the Great 
Famine of 1932-1933 (the Holodomor) 
organized by the Holodomor Research and 
Education Consortium (HREC) of the 
Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Studies 
(CIUS), the District of Columbia chapter of 
the Shevchenko Scientific Society and the 
Ukrainian Congress Committee of America. 

At a reception for George Grabowicz, 
professor of Ukrainian literature at 
Harvard, he was presented with a fest-
schrift in his honor. Several colleagues 
addressed the festive gathering, some 
recalling the days when the very notion of 
Ukrainian studies was considered dubious, 
if not outright disreputable. 

Today, the Ukrainian specialist is a com-
mon sight at scholarly meetings. He or she 
may be from any country in the world, and 
more and more often is not of Ukrainian 
ethnic origin. Of course, the North American 
diaspora, which supported the founding of 
the Harvard Ukrainian Research Institute 
and the Canadian Institute of Ukrainian 
Studies in the 1970s, has produced a 
respectable contingent of active scholars, 
most of whom have found positions in 
Canada. But, increasingly, students from 
Ukraine, some educated there and some 
abroad, have filled the limited job openings 
for Ukrainian specialists. 

For your columnist, the ASEEES conven-
tion was a rare opportunity to delve into 
the arcana of Slavic scholarship. Even more 
important, it was one more chance to see 
former colleagues and renew old friend-
ships, some dating back over 40 years. For 
the Ukrainian American community, it was 
proof that those crumpled $5 bills and 
those $50,000 checks – and everything in 
between – have earned copious dividends.

A Slav fest in Washington

Andrew Sorokowski can be reached at 
andrewsorokowski@gmail.com.

 COMMENTARY

by David A. Mittell Jr.

Russia’s invasion of Ukrainian Crimea 
under cover of the closing ceremony of the 
Sochi Winter Olympics was the most despi-
cable use of the Olympic ideal in the Games’ 
modern era. The subsequent proxy war in 
eastern Ukraine, the murder of 298 people 
on Malaysia Airlines Flight 17, the human 
rights abuses by Russia’s agents and proxy 
thugs, and the stream of lies about all of it 
have continued the crime begun with Sochi.

As these events unfolded I marveled at 
how quickly elites of both left and right dis-
carded the meager gains of all the blood 
spilled in Europe in the 20th century – 
international law, the United Nations and 
the protection of sovereign nations from 
the predation of imperial powers. Evil 
developments, all. But, from the start, the 
geopolitical catastrophe of Russia’s inva-
sions of Ukraine was the undermining of 
international nuclear arms control.

Ukraine had willingly given up posses-
sion of its Soviet-era nuclear arms, as well 
as the capacity to produce them in the 
future. In return, in a 1994 agreement – 
known as the Budapest Memorandum – 
Ukraine’s sovereignty within her existing 
borders was guaranteed by Russia, the 
United Kingdom, the United States and sev-
eral later signatories.

Russia’s violation of that agreement (as 
well as the Treaty on Friendship, 
Cooperation and Partnership of 1997 
signed by Russia with Ukraine) ought to 
have produced consternation amongst 
nuclear arms-control experts. Instead – to a 
one, as far as I know – they indulged them-
selves in sophistry: that the agreements vio-
lated by Russia had been “assurances,” not 
guarantees, and that, since Ukraine had not 
had operational control over the weapons, it 
was not a real nuclear power. This showed 
that our experts had an agenda, all right, but 
that it wasn’t nuclear arms control.

More importantly, the rogue nations of 
the world, which had already seen what the 
West’s guarantee to Muammar el-Qaddafi’s 
Libya had not meant, now saw what its 
guarantee to Ukraine did not mean. Several 
of these real and potential nuclear states 
are evil. But they are not stupid. The evil 
ones will humor the West with bogus 
agreements. But they will not give up their 
nuclear ambitions. With the closing cere-
mony of the Sochi Olympics, nuclear arms 
control was upended, perhaps fatefully, in 
our time.

That was in 2014. In 2016 Russia has 
dropped the other shoe in Ukraine and in 
the Kaliningrad Oblast – the onetime part 
of German East Prussia that the Soviet Union 
took as a spoil of World War II. It is the 
Iskander, a mobile, ground-based conven-
tional and nuclear-capable missile system. It 

What Iskander means

(Continued on page 12)

David A. Mittell Jr. is a Boston-based jour-
nalist. He has been to the former Soviet bloc 
25 times.
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began with hateful words, escalated to discrimination and 
dehumanization, and culminated in genocide. The conse-
quences for Jews were horrific, but suffering and death 
was not limited to them. Millions of others were victim-
ized, displaced, forced into slave labor and murdered.”

And it notes that “The Holocaust shows that when one 
group is targeted, all people are vulnerable” and that “The 
denial or distortion of history is an assault on truth and 
understanding. Comprehension and memory of the past are 
crucial to how we understand ourselves, our society and 
our goals for the future. Intentionally denying or distorting 
the historical record threatens communal understanding of 
how to safeguard democracy and individual rights.”

Tragically, there are so many Holocaust deniers in the 
world, whose vicious inventions circulate widely on the 
Internet, that there is even a special article about them on 
Wikipedia (en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holocaust_denial). But 
the good news is that Jewish and human rights activists, 
historians and people of good will have fought back.

They have called out those who engage in Holocaust 
denial, they have shamed them in public and in the courts, 
and they have been remarkably successful in excluding 
them from the circle of decent society. Their victories over 
those who deny Hitler’s crimes can only be welcomed and 
supported.

Unfortunately, however, there has not been an equiva-
lent effort by Ukrainians and others against those who 
engage in Holodomor denial. And there should be, because 
what the Holodomor deniers are doing is exactly the same 
as what the Holocaust deniers are about and has exactly 
the same consequences.

They deny and degrade an entire human community, 
justify violence against it and thus open the way for more 
such violence in the future. Had there been a successful 
effort by Ukrainians and others to go after Holodomor 
deniers, it would have been far more difficult for Vladimir 
Putin to engage in his criminal Anschluss of Crimea and his 
aggression against Ukraine.

Indeed, those who deny the Holodomor are among the 
most enthusiastic supporters of the Crimean Anschluss. If 
anyone doubts that, read the disturbing “arguments” of 
Moscow commentator Sergey Markov in Vzglyad (vz.ru/
opinions/2016/ 11/27/846027.htm) and their takedown 
by a Ukrainian commentator (burckina-new.livejournal.
com/331323.html).

It is long past time for the world to denounce and isolate 
those who deny the Holodomor, just as most of the civilized 
world now denounces the Holocaust. Both were genocides, 
and denying that either of them was is wrong and even more 
dangerous. The best way to honor those who died in these 
genocides is to identify and denounce those who continue to 
deny them. 

(Continued from page 6)

It’s long past time...

authorities that could be utilized, if circumstances war-
ranted. …We again call on Russia to end its occupation and 
attempted annexation of Crimea, cease support to separat-
ists in eastern Ukraine, and implement the obligations it 
signed up to under the Minsk agreements. …We continue 
to call on Russia’s leadership to implement the Minsk 
agreements and to reach a lasting and comprehensive res-
olution to the conflict with respects Ukraine’s sovereignty 
and territorial integrity.”

The Ukrainian community was mobilized to vigorously 
advocate U.S. assistance to Ukraine by means of public 
demonstrations, meetings with legislators in Washington, 
phone calls, letters, e-mails and tweets. Among the events 
were the Ukrainian Days that were organized by the 
Ukrainian National Information Service (the Washington 
public-affairs bureau of the Ukrainian Congress Committee 
of America), that brought Ukrainians to Washington to 
explain to their elected officials about the situation in 
Ukraine. 

The community’s biggest supporter on Capitol Hill was 

the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, chaired by Sen. 
Robert Menendez (D-N.J.). Another major force in the pas-
sage of the Ukraine Freedom Support Act was the 
Congressional Ukrainian Caucus in the U.S. House of 
Representatives, which helped introduce HR 5190, the 
Ukraine Security Assistance Act, which had earmarked 
$100 million for security and military assistances to 
Ukraine.

Other factors that aided in the passage of the Ukraine 
Freedom Support Act were President Petro Poroshenko’s 
visit to Washington in September 2014. A rally held in 
front of the White House attracted thousands of Ukraine 
supporters and friends from other Central and East 
European communities who called on the United States to 
offer defensive weapons for Ukraine. At that time, the 
Senate Foreign Relations Committee unanimously voted in 
support of S 2828. Following mid-term elections, an analo-
gous bill (HR 5782, later re-introduced as HR 5859) was 
introduced by Rep. Marcy Kaptur (D-Ohio) in the House of 
Representatives.

To supplement the work already done by the Ukrainian 
community, an Ad Hoc Committee for Ukraine worked in 
Washington to secure bipartisan support, and the creation 
of a Senate Task Force on Ukraine.

During the year leading up to the vote, Ukrainians had 
held multiple meetings with the House and Senate Armed 
Services Committees, citing the need for a military compo-
nent of assistance to Ukraine. From these discussions, the 
2015 National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) also stip-
ulated assistance for Ukraine.

“The NDAA expresses the sense of Congress that lethal 
and nonlethal assistance should be provided to Ukraine, 
and requires the secretary of defense to submit a report on 
such assistance that has been requested by and provided 
to Ukraine. The NDAA increases the budget for the 
Department of Defense ‘s Warsaw Initiative Fund/
Partnership for Peace (WIF/PfP) program from $24.4 mil-
lion to $34.4 million to enable U.S. European Command, 
through military exercises and defense reform efforts, to 
build the capacity of PfP militaries in order to promote 
regional stability and to deter Russian aggression…  The 
NDAA authorizes the European Reassurance Initiative, 
including $75 million for programs, activities and assis-
tance to support Ukraine.”

Source: “Congress passes Ukraine Freedom Support Act,” 
Ukrainian National Information Service, The Ukrainian 
Weekly, December 21, 2014.

(Continued from page 6)

Turning the pages back...

research fellow of Russian studies at the Royal United 
Services Institute in England. 

“The very idea of Ukraine conducting exercises is a risky 
yet erudite move,” he said. The measures “worsened rela-
tions,” Mr. Sutyagin said. But in some sense it duplicated 
the “tactics of Putin by creating facts on the ground.”

He continued: “Putin always behaves this way: he stud-
ies which boundaries are permissible and forces the West 
to push back. In chess this is called ‘zugzwang’ – because 
any option that Russia chooses is poor. Any move that 
Russia would take would be a losing one.”

Incidentally, the first day of the missile tests coincided 
with Mr. Putin’s annual state of the union address on 
December 1.

Lasting just over one hour, Mr. Putin’s speech omitted any 
mention of Ukraine, the first time in years that has hap-
pened. Instead, Mr. Putin said that Russia is “not seeking 
conflict with anyone,” and focused more on economic issues 
with promises to modernize the country’s undiversified 
commodities-based economy and finally “tackle corruption.”

“Unlike some foreign colleagues who see Russia as the 
enemy, we do not seek – and never sought – enemies. We 
need friends,” he said.

It was a “very dull” speech that contained “70 minutes of 
‘keep calm and carry  on’ banality,” tweeted Mark Galeotti, 
senior research fellow at the Institute of International 
Relations in Prague. 

The annual address was boring because Mr. Putin is “hop-
ing for a détente with the West,” said Russian oppositionist 
Alexei Navalny. He was referring to U.S. President-elect 
Donald Trump, who publicly said he admires the Russian 
head of state of 16 years.

But mentioning only Syria and its smoldering civil war 
that Moscow continues to stoke by supporting disgraced 
President Bashar al-Assad doesn’t mean Mr. Putin has for-
gotten about Ukraine. 

Two days before his public speech, Mr. Putin had 55,000 
regular soldiers situated at Ukraine’s eastern border with 
the country, according to Ukraine’s Defense Ministry. 

Up to 7,500 Russian troops are in occupied Donbas in 
the easternmost oblasts of Donetsk and Luhansk, and 
23,000 more are based in annexed Crimea, 9,000 of whom 
are on the border with mainland Ukraine. 

About 1,000 more Russian regulars are in the interna-
tionally unrecognized pro-Kremlin enclave of Transnistria, 
which borders Odesa Oblast and had separated from the 
former republic of Moldova following the fall of the USSR. It 
is another frozen conflict that was orchestrated by Moscow. 

Although a truce has been in place since February 2015, 
the situation in eastern Ukraine remains “extremely seri-

ous,” NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg told journal-
ists in Brussels on November 6. 

“The ceasefire is being violated every day, sometimes 
hundreds of times, with explosions from equipment 
banned under the Minsk agreements. That is because 
heavy weaponry has not been withdrawn,” he said.

“As Ukraine continues to face Russia’s aggressive 
actions, NATO stands by Ukraine with strong political and 
strong practical support,” Mr. Stoltenberg underscored.

Should Russia marshal a full-scale invasion, Ukraine 
could have up to 12,000 soldiers killed in 10 days, armed 
forces chief Viktor Muzhenko told the official government 
newspaper Holos Ukrainy on December 6. 

He noted that since April 2014, when the Kremlin-
engineered armed uprising started in the Donbas, 3,064 
servicemen from all army and law enforcement agencies 
have died, 2,148 of them in the military. The United Nations 
reports that some 10,000 people in all have been killed and 
more than 1.2 million people have been forced to flee their 
homes either abroad or internally. 

More than 6,000 Russian soldiers have died fighting in 
the Donbas war in 2014-2015, according to prominent 
Ukraine observer Paul Goble. 

Citing Tatyana Kolesova, an activist with the St. 
Petersburg-based Observers group in Russia, Mr. Goble 
wrote on his “Window on Eurasia” blog on December 6 that 
there were “6,312 ‘excess’ deaths in 2014-2015” – more 
than one would have expected on the basis of figures for the 
pre-war year of 2013 – in the three Russian oblasts of 
Voronezh, Nizhny Novgorod and Krasnoyarsk. 

Russia’s economy – which used to generate more than a 
$1 trillion in the pre-war years – is also suffering because 
of the Ukraine invasion due to Western sanctions and low 
prices for crude oil, the bulwark of its foreign currency 
earnings. 

One of Russia’s two “rainy day” reserve funds has dipped 
to barely $30 billion as of November. Meanwhile, Ukraine’s 
warmongering neighbor is in its third consecutive year of 
economic recession. Its other wealth fund, a long-term 
stockpile designed to pay pensions, is at $72 billion. 

Still, Kyiv continues to do business with Russia despite 
targeted economic sanctions in place on both sides. Citizens 
of both countries can still travel without visas across the 
border, although direct flights have been cancelled, leaving 
rail and road as the only means for direct travel. 

Russian or Moscow-affiliated banks control about one-
fifth of Ukraine’s banking assets, and two of the biggest 
mobile phone operators – Vodafone Ukraine (formerly 
MTS Ukraine) and Kyivstar – are owned by Russian-linked 
companies. Ukraine is still reliant on Russian fuel to power 
its nuclear generators, and Kyiv still buys Russian natural 
gas, although indirectly, from European suppliers. 
Ukraine’s retail industry is heavily saturated with Russian 
companies, and several Russian chains operate gas stations 
nationwide.

(Continued from page 1)
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Empire, colonialism and the Holodomor discussed in comparative historical perspective
HREC

TORONTO – Holodomor was a central theme at the con-
ference “Empire, Colonialism and Famine in Comparative 
Historical Perspective,” held October 28-29 in Toronto. This 
is the fourth international conference organized by the 
Holodomor Research and Education Consortium (HREC) of 
the Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Studies (University of 
Alberta). 

The first day of the conference, held at University of 
Toronto, featured presentations on the Irish Famine, the 
Holodomor and the Bengal Famine of 1943. Liudmyla 
Hrynevych, from the Institute of History, National Academy 
of Sciences of Ukraine, presented on “The Ukrainian 
Holodomor in the Context of Soviet Imperialism.” Dr. 
Hrynevych noted that the Ukrainian Famine is most often 
understood through the prism of communism and totali-
tarianism, with imperialism and colonialism marginal to 
intellectual discussions.

She outlined the colonial policies of the Kremlin and the 
massive, forcible extraction of grain at the expense of the 
Ukrainian people, adding that “It was precisely the depriv-
ing of Ukrainian authorities of the right to manage the har-
vest that led to the Holodomor.” 

Discussant Mark von Hagen of Arizona State University 
noted that already by 1921 the political activist Pavlo 
Khrystiuk had raised the question of Ukraine’s subordinate 
status, as would the economist Mykhailo Volobuiev in the 
late 1920s, before an anti-colonial critique in Ukraine 
became impossible.

In his presentation, Peter Gray (Queen’s University, 
Belfast) looked at how the Irish Famine does and doesn’t 
qualify as “colonial.” He noted that a contributing factor in 
that Famine was the portrayal of the Irish as “the other” by 
imperial British officials. Panel discussant Mark McGowan 
(University of Toronto) praised Gray for providing often 
overlooked context. 

Janam Mukherjee (Ryerson University, Toronto), in his 
presentation “Bengal Famine – Famine in the Bengal: 
Colonialism and Causality,” noted that although that famine 
has been attributed to policies of Winston Churchill, these 
were “really only the tip of the colonial iceberg.” He 
explained the role of the establishment of Calcutta as a mil-
itary center in wartime, which included food procurement 
and distribution at the expense of its hinterland, as well as 
the self-interest of colonial and domestic actors who 
indulged in grain hoarding and speculation. 

The discussant, Andrea Graziosi of the Università di 
Napoli Federico II, remarked on the suffering that can 
occur in a colonial situation during a wartime economy, the 

denial of famine by imperial powers, and the attempted 
flight to cities from the countryside in both the Ukrainian 
and Bengal famines. 

In the panel that concluded the sessions on Friday, 
October 28, Prof. Graziosi discussed the Holodomor as an 
example of a 20th century political famine and touched on 
the role played by the Irish and Ukrainian diaspora in 
maintaining historic memory of homeland famines. 

Genocide specialist Rhoda Howard-Hassmann, profes-
sor emeritus of Wilfrid Laurier University, discussed food 
as a right under international law and the factors common 
to criminal famines as delineated by scholar David Marcus 
– deliberate removal of food, recklessness, incompetence 
and indifference. Prof. von Hagen pointed to the role that 
cities played in colonizing the countryside and cautioned 
against acceptance of the “great man” theory, which would 
point to a Churchill or a Stalin to explain famines that in 
fact involve complex dynamics.

HREC designed the Saturday, October 29, program for 
the 20 early career scholars who came from across North 
America and from as far as India, Ukraine, Switzerland, the 
United Kingdom and Ireland. Institutions represented 
included Oxford, Princeton, The New School for Social 
Research (New York), Queens University in Belfast, 
Université de Montréal and Kharkiv National University. 
Their research interests range from famine relief in colo-
nial India, visual culture of the Irish famine and hunger in 

20th century Ghana, to empire and public health in the 
Caribbean in the 20th century.

Dr. Frank Sysyn, director of the Peter Jacyk Center for 
Ukrainian Historical Research (CIUS, University of Alberta), 
provided a historical perspective on the evolution of 
Holodomor studies. Dr. Bohdan Klid of CIUS, who is co-edi-
tor of “The Holodomor Reader: A Sourcebook on the 
Famine of 1932-1933 in Ukraine,” discussed resources for 
incorporating the Holodomor into university courses. 

Andrij Makuch of HREC discussed rare eyewitness and 
survivor accounts. Marta Baziuk, executive director of 
HREC, outlined resources available on the HREC website 
(www.holodomor.ca). Valentina Kuryliw, HREC director of 
education, discussed the inclusion of the Holodomor into 
school curricula in Canada and her workbook for teachers 
and students.

In advance of the conference, Profs. Graziosi and von 
Hagen had reached out to the early career scholars, asking 
them to lead the session “Empire and Colonialism: 
Questions and Methods.” Joanna Simonow, a doctoral stu-
dent at the Chair for History of the Modern World at the 
Swiss Institute of Technology in Zurich (ETHZ), provided 
her perspective on the Bengal famine; Ryan Olsen, a gradu-
ate student in the Department of History at Arizona State 
University, discussed his research on famine in the Horn of 
Africa in the 1970s and 1980s; and Viktoria Khiterer, asso-
ciate professor of history and the director of the 
Conference on the Holocaust and Genocide at Millersville 
University, Pennsylvania, examined the Soviet Union in the 
context of empire and colonialism. 

Prof. Rhoda Howard-Hassmann then discussed her 
2016 book “State Food Crimes,” outlining her approach to 
comparative genocide studies. The day ended with a public 
lecture in Ukrainian by Dr. Hrynevych on Soviet-era carica-
tures that demonized Ukrainian “kurkuls,” priests and 
“Petliurites” (or “nationalists”) – propaganda, she argued, 
that was a factor in the realization of the Famine.

The conference was organized with support from the 
Petro Jacyk Program for the Study of Ukraine at the Center 
for European, Russian, and Eurasian Studies (CERES), 
University of Toronto; the Holodomor Research and 
Education Center – Ukraine; the Ukrainian Canadian 
Research and Documentation Center; and St. Vladimir 
Institute. 

The Holodomor Research and Education Consortium 
was established in 2013 through the generous support of 
the Temerty Family Foundation.

Panelists respond to audience questions for the session “The Ukrainian Holodomor in the Context of Soviet 
Imperialism.” From left are: Mark von Hagen (Arizona State University), Frank Sysyn (University of Alberta), 

Liudmyla Hrynevych (National Academy of Sciences of Ukraine) and Bohdan Klid (University of Alberta). 

Marta Baziuk, executive director of the Holodomor Research and Education Consortium, addresses conference 
participants at Knox College, University of Toronto, on October 28.

mine that. They are “forcibly” seizing 
churches, “ignoring the decisions of courts, 
conducting an information campaign 
against the Church,” and even proposing 
laws which “discriminate and put in the 
most difficult conditions the largest reli-
gious community of the country.”

According to the Moscow patriarch, 
those behind this consist primarily of 
“Greek-Catholics or atheists.” And in words 
certain to offend Ukrainians and the 

Vatican, he declared that the Ukrainian 
Greek-Catholic Church is “continuing 
aggressive and offensive attacks on Our 
Church as a whole and also on canonical 
Orthodoxy in Ukraine.”

With regard to Russia itself, Kirill, who 
has often been criticized for his support of 
archaic and obscurantist views, maintained 
his tough line against modernity, democra-
cy and human rights but took at least one 
position that may bring him into conflict 
with the Kremlin (russian.rt.com/russia/
article/334313-patriarh-kirill-intervyu-rt).

In an interview on Russian television, he 
said that “multiculturalism has no future” 

because it promotes “cultural mixing” and 
that, in turn, “carries within itself a source of 
division.” He noted that “the ideas of multi-
culturalism didn’t exist even in the times of 
the USSR.” And he insisted that they should 
not be introduced or accepted now.

When, in Soviet times, Moscow pro-
claimed the formation of “a Soviet people,” 
it nonetheless “recognized that within it 
Turkmens will remain Turkmens, Tajiks 
will remain Tajiks, Uzbeks – Uzbeks, 
Russians – Russians and Jews – Jews.” That 
same approach must be developed “in the 
new Russia.”

Patriarch Kirill’s defense of Russianness 

is certain to be seen by many in his country 
as support for Russian ethnic identity and 
thus indicate his support for those who 
oppose the idea of a creation of a civic and 
non-ethnic Russian identity, something that 
at the end of October, Mr. Putin appeared to 
support.

If the Russian patriarch has decided to 
come out swinging against any move in that 
direction, the prospects for the enshrine-
ment in Russian law and the Constitution or 
at least the enforcement of what might be 
inserted in either of the idea of a civic nation 
worthy of the term are certainly far less 
bright than many had thought.

(Continued from page 6)

Patriarch Kirill...

HREC
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Mariana Sadovska to sing
folk songs from Donetsk 
and her own compositions

Solomia performs to raise funds for Ukraine’s orphans of war
by Yaro Bihun

WASHINGTON – When the Ukrainian singer, composer and poet 
Solomia entered the stage at St. Andrew Ukrainian Orthodox 
Cathedral on December 4, the people in the audience knew that all 
the proceeds from the ticket sales would go to help feed, clothe and 
care for the many orphans who lost their parents in the armed 
struggle being waged in the eastern part of Ukraine.

But they could hardly have imagined what they would be getting 
in return: the deeply touching performance of Solomia’s own songs, 
her poems, her musical accompaniment and explanations of what 
was being presented and what Ukraine was undergoing.

Solomia (Olena Karpenko is her real, off-stage name) wrote the 
words and music of all the songs she performed, as well as the short 
poems she recited. She noted, however, that some were based on 
other authors, like Lina Kostenko, or novels, like “Shadows of 
Forgotten Ancestors,” or foreign songs, like “Anyone Can Fly.”

Near the end of the two-hour presentation, Solomia performed 
what she wrote last year about her brother, “Ty” (You).

She began singing her songs with her own accompaniment on a 
Yamaha digital piano. Later, she also sang along with recorded 
accompaniments.

Solomia noted that this was the last concert on this, her first U.S. 
tour, which included Los Angeles, Denver, San Francisco and 
Chicago.

Solomia performs to raise funds for Ukraine’s orphans of war

NEW YORK – This fall Mariana Sadovska 
traveled with artists of the Yara Arts Group 
to the villages of the Donetsk region near 
Volnovakha, where they recorded 
Ukrainian folk songs, and witnessed the rit-
ual of the dressing of the bride and the 
making of a korovai wedding bread. The 
vitality of the ancient songs they recorded 
stands in harsh contrast to the reality of the 
war that the villagers experience. 

That juxtaposition is presented in “The 
Night is Just Beginning” through the songs 
Ms. Sadovska composed based on the poet-
ry of Serhiy Zhadan and Lyuba Yakimchuk. 
Julian Kytasty will be joining Ms. Sadovska 
on stage, singing and performing on the 
bandura, a traditional Ukrainian instru-
ment. The performances are scheduled for 
Friday and Saturday, December 16 and 17, 
at 7:30 p.m. at The Ukrainian Museum.

Since the early 1990s Ms. Sadovska has 
traveled to the villages of Ukraine collect-
ing ancient ritual songs. She sings archaic 
midsummer night invocations, wedding 
songs and emigrant chants, and also cre-
ates her own compositions that blend tra-
ditional music with unique innovative 
approaches. 

Born in Lviv, Ms. Sadovska trained as a 
classical pianist at Lviv’s National Music 
Academy and joined the Les Kurbas 
Theater, one of Ukraine’s leading theater 
companies. She worked with Yara Arts 
Group on “In the Light” (1991), “Song Tree” 
(2000) and “Kupala” (2002), as well as 
numerous Yara festivals and Kupala events 
in the Gardens of New York. 

Both Mr. Zhadan and Ms. Yakimchuk are 
from the Luhansk region, the scene of the 
current crisis in Ukraine. 

Mr. Zhadan is the most popular writer in 
Ukraine today. His work speaks to the disil-
lusionment, difficulties and ironies of life. 
His readings fill large auditoriums and he 
fronts the Kharkiv rock group the Dogs. Mr. 
Zhadan was born in Starobilsk, and lives in 
Kharkiv. He often travels to the frontlines 
and performs throughout eastern Ukraine. 

Ms. Yakimchuk is a poet, screenwriter 
and journalist. She is the author of the 
poetry collections “Apricots of Donbas” 
(2015) and “Like FASHION” (2009) and 

Mariana Sadovska
Evgeniy Maloletka

(Continued on page 13)
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Works by seven contemporary artists at The Ukrainian Museum

The Ukrainian Museum

NEW YORK – “CIM” is an exhibition that 
plays on the notion of the collective, and 
what cultural and ethnic topographies bind 
first- and second-generation Ukrainian 
American and Ukrainian-born artists from 
the New York City area. 

The seven contemporary artists partici-
pating in this group exhibition are Luba 

Drozd, Adriana Farmiga, Maya Hayuk, 
Roman M. Hrab, Yuri Masnyj, Christina 
Shmigel and Marko Shuhan. The word 
“CIM” (Cyrillic alphabet) means “seven” in 
Ukrainian, and this exhibition convenes 
seven individual experiences as a collective 
of artists working in a wide range of styles 
and media. 

“CIM” will be open to the public from 
December 11 through September 3, 2017.

Finding a thread to connect the artists 
and their practices can sometimes prove to 
be elusive in group shows. The artists in 
this show produce work that ranges from 
the abstract to the representational to the 
conceptual, from object-based to installa-
tion scale work, incorporating drawing, 
painting, sculpture, and video and sound. 
Despite this variance, a dialogue bridging 
the aesthetic, the figurative, the tangible 

and the intangible is established among the 
artists, and the works chosen for this exhi-
bition by guest curator Roman Hrab.

 “It’s exciting to be in an exhibition of fel-
low artists who are alive, young and full of 
next-generation vitality,” said Ms. Hayuk. 
“It’s one of the most innovative, progressive 
and conceptually challenging exhibitions 

Yuri Masnyj, “Life in Cities: How to Build a Wall” 
(2016, graphite, watercolor, acrylic paint, colored pen-

cil, ballpoint pen on paper).

Marko Shuhan, detail of installation “Space Needed, 
Apply Within” (2016, oil, acrylic, watercolor, wax, pig-

ment, ink, glass, paper, canvas, panel, wood).
Roman Hrab, “Road Squiggle No. 12 (Airstream),” 

(2009, oil on canvas).

Adriana Farmiga, detail of “Pool: Loop” (2016, site specific diptych installation, 
mixed media).

Maya Hayuk, “Bicameral Blossom” (diptych, 2016, acrylic on Baltic birch panel).Luba Drozd, “Solipsism” (2016, site-specific video and audio installation).

Christina Shmigel, detail of “Dream of the Red Chamber” (six-part installation,  
antique apothecary cabinet for traditional Chinese medicine, contents collected and 

constructed in various media).

(Continued on page 14)
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saying he would examine the possibility of 
lifting sanctions targeting Russia in 
response to its actions in Ukraine. NATO 
Secretary-General Jens Stoltenberg said in 
Brussels on December 6 that he is “abso-
lutely certain that the United States will 
remain committed to the trans-Atlantic 
bond, will remain committed to NATO, and 
will live up to... security guarantees to 
Europe.” Speaking after talks with his NATO 
counterparts, U.S. Secretary of State John 
Kerry said that “the change of the adminis-
tration will not change the unwavering 
commitment of the U.S. to... our NATO obli-
gations.” Appearing at his final NATO minis-
terial meeting, Kerry added that “unity is 
very, very important” for the alliance. “We 
need to come together, to make sure there 
is a strong Europe, a strong NATO and that 
the values and the interests that we all 
share, we are continuing to work on togeth-
er,” he told reporters. (RFE/RL, with report-
ing by AP, Reuters, AFP and DPA)

Deadly ‘friendly fire’ incident 

KYIV – Ukrainian authorities say 
Prosecutor General Yuriy Lutsenko will 
personally oversee the probe into what 
officials are calling a “friendly fire” shootout 
between police and state guards service 
agents that left at least five law-enforce-
ment officers dead. Authorities say the 
deadly incident occurred at about 4 a.m. on 
December 4, during a search for suspected 
armed robbers in the village of Knyazichi 
outside Kyiv. The Prosecutor General’s 
Office said on its website on December 5 
that the Kyiv regional prosecutor’s office 
had given the green light for investigations 
into the shooting. Ukrainian media reports 
said that a number of armed robbery sus-
pects were detained later on December 4. 
President Petro Poroshenko on December 
4 said the tragedy “should not be politi-
cized” and called on Ukrainians “not to use 
it to destabilize” the situation in the coun-
try. (RFE/RL, with reporting by ua112.ua 
and UNIAN)

(Continued on page 13)
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replaces the Oka, which had been banned 
under the INF arms-control treaty. Oka and 
Iskander both replaced the Soviet-era Scud. 
With multiple warheads and sophisticated 
targeting technology, the Iskander has a 
range of 250 to 310 English miles. In June, 
Russia was reported to be clandestinely 
deploying Iskanders in Crimea; in October in 
Kaliningrad, which lies west of Estonia, 
Latvia and Lithuania. Kaliningrad City, the 
capital, lies due north of Warsaw.

The Soviets and Russians have always, 
arguably, been better at deception and espi-
onage than democratic Westerners with 
anti-authoritarian traditions. Mr. Putin tries 
to conceal his military intentions, and like 
the early Hitler (in this regard) makes 

thrusts as tests he is prepared to reverse if 
they are opposed. What can be certainly 
said is that he will deploy Iskanders in 
Crimea and Kaliningrad, and arm them with 
nuclear weapons, whenever he chooses to. 

For Crimea that has a special meaning. 
Ripped from Ukraine by cynical violation of 
the 1994 and 1997 agreements – they were 
“land-for-peace” agreements, really – 
Ukrainian Crimea was to have been forever 
non-nuclear, and would have been. Russia’s 
move to exercise a stolen right to redeploy 
nuclear weapons there affirms that interna-
tional arms control is fatefully interrupted.

As regards Ukraine, for the heartbreak of 
war on its territory, for 2 million internally 
displaced refugees, for the murderous acts 
of Mr. Putin’s proxies – all of which this 
writer knows well – the greater geopolitical 
catastrophe is the return of nuclear arms as 
a threat to humanity.

(Continued from page 7)

What Iskander...

2017 Ukrainian Gift Catalog

Order your copy today!
1-800-265-9858

Books - Music - Calendars - Embroidery
Chocolates - Gifts - Novelty Items
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UCC applauds additional Canadian sanctions 

OTTAWA – The Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress (UCC) applauded the November 
28 announcement by Canada’s Department 
of Global Affairs that 15 individuals, includ-
ing six members of the Russian State Duma, 
have been subjected to asset freezes and 
dealings prohibitions for their role in 
Russia’s continuing illegal occupation of 
Crimea. The Department of Global Affairs 
stated, “These sanctions are in response to 
the September 18 election of officials resid-
ing in Crimea to Russia’s State Duma. 
Canada does not support the legitimacy or 
the outcome of these elections held in the 
occupied Crimean peninsula, as it has never 
recognized Russia’s illegal annexation of 
Ukraine’s Autonomous Republic of Crimea 
and the city of Sevastopol.” Minister of 
Foreign Affairs Stéphane Dion, stated, “In 
the face of ongoing Russian military aggres-
sion and illegal occupation, Canada has 
taken a number of steps to support the 
Ukrainian people as they work to restore 
political and economic stability, including 
imposing sanctions against those responsi-
ble for the ongoing crisis. Today’s 
announcement of additional sanctions 
underscores Canada’s unwavering commit-

ment to the sovereignty of Ukraine.” Paul 
Grod, national president of the UCC stated, 
“Crimea was, is and always will be sovereign 
Ukrainian territory. Russia’s ongoing illegal 
occupation has brought terror and fear to 
the people of Crimea; Crimean Tatars and 
Ukrainians are especially targeted for perse-
cution by the Russian regime. It is crucial 
that Canada and our allies maintain the 
pressure on Russia until the occupation of 
Crimea is reversed and Russia stops its war 
of aggression in eastern Ukraine.” (UCC)

Russia’s case against Ukrainian commanders

MOSCOW – Prosecutors in Russia have 
launched a criminal case against Ukrainian 
security agencies for alleged war crimes 
committed in the eastern Ukrainian 
Donbas region. Svetlana Petrenko, a 
spokeswoman for Russia’s Investigative 
Committee, told journalists on November 
28 that prosecutors have uncovered “previ-
ously unknown incidents” of artillery 
strikes on civilians by Ukrainian military 
forces. As a result, a criminal probe against 
six Ukrainian military commanders has 
been launched, she said, naming Col. 
Oleksandr Hruzevych, Lt. Col. Mykhaylo 
Drapaty, Col. Serhiy Panchenko, Col. Serhiy 
Perets and Lt. Col. Volodymyr Horbatyuk. 
The commanders are accused of “the use of 
prohibited means and methods of warfare.” 
The officers “fulfilled the clearly criminal 

orders of senior officials of the Ukrainian 
Defense Ministry,” Ms. Petrenko said. 
Ukraine has not commented on the charg-
es. (RFE/RL, based on reporting by Interfax 
and TASS)

Ukraine accuses Russian actor of terrorism 

KYIV – Ukraine has launched investiga-
tions against Russian actor Ivan 
Okhlobystin on suspicion of terrorism. A 
spokeswoman for Ukraine’s Security 
Service (SBU), Olena Hitlyanska, wrote on 
Facebook on December 2 that the probe 
was launched after he obtained a “pass-
port” from Russia-backed separatists in the 
eastern region of Donetsk. Russian media 

reports said on November 30 that Mr. 
Okhlobystin received the passport from 
separatist leader Aleksandr Zakharchenko. 
The reports quoted Mr. Okhlobystin as call-
ing the separatist-controlled territory “a 
fortress of the Russian world” and openly 
expressing support to the separatists and 
Russia’s annexation of Ukraine’s Crimean 
peninsula in March 2014. On December 1, 
Ukraine’s Internal Affairs Ministry called on 
Western countries to impose sanctions 
against Mr. Okhlobystin. In 2015, the SBU 
barred him from entering Ukraine, and 
more than 70 movies and TV shows featur-
ing him were banned in the country. (RFE/
RL, with reporting by UNIAN)

(Continued from page 12)
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It is with deep sorrow we share the news 
of the passing on November 28, 2016 
of our beloved mother, grandmother 

and great grandmother

Alexandra (Marfa) Billy 
née Lebidko

Alexandra was born on August 7, 1925 to Denys and Tetiana Lebidko 
in the village of Mashivka, Poltava oblast, in eastern Ukraine. She grew up 
on a farm without electricity until she was 12 years old with her parents 
and three siblings. She survived the artificial Famine of 1932-1933 
(Holodomor) created by Joseph Stalin, but lost many extended family 
members and close friends to the genocide.

At age 17, she was taken from her family to Germany as a forced laborer 
and worked at a German train repair factory with other forced laborers 
under difficult conditions. After World War II ended, she met her husband, 
Wolodymyr Billy in Karsfeld, Germany, at a displaced persons camp. She 
immigrated to the U.S. in 1949 with her husband and son Yaroslav, while 
5 months pregnant. 

In the U.S., Alexandra lived in New York City, moved to North 
Massapequa, N.Y., before retiring to Citrus Springs, F.L.  She moved to 
Somerset, N.J. to be closer to her daughter after her husband sustained a 
head injury and she was unable to care for him by herself.

In N.Y.C., Alexandra cleaned office buildings at night to help provide 
for her family. While living in North Massapequa she worked at Fairchild 
Republic Company and later was a housekeeper and cook for several 
different families. She and her husband were active members of many 
Ukrainian organizations, including their church, ODFFU, UCCA, Plast 
Priyat and dance group that her children were members of.

 Her special talent was making varenyky with a unique braided edge 
and she was frequently called upon to make them for the church bazaars 
or other Ukrainian functions. Her grandchildren and great grandchildren 
especially looked forward to Baba Lesia’s varenyky.

She also sent care packages of clothing and food to her and her 
husband’s families in Ukraine for many years, up to the time just before 
her passing.

Alexandra will be remembered as a kind, generous woman who loved 
her family and friends and was always optimistic in spite of her hardships. 
She was predeceased by her husband, Wolodymyr Billy and her siblings, 
Lida Artych, Michaylo Lebidko and Mykola Lebidko

Left in mourning :
daughter          Nina Wedmid and husband Yuri of Bridgewater, NJ
grandchildren    Drs. Alexei and Myra Wedmid of Princeton, NJ
            Anatole and Rebecca Wedmid of Maplewood, NJ
            Tania and Yura Pylyp of Boston, MA
            6 great grandchildren from NJ and MA
son           Yaroslav Billy and wife Oksana of Minnetonka, MN
grandsons            Volodymyr, Myroslav and Bohdan of Minnetonka, MN
niece            Svitlana Prokopiuk and husband John of 
   St Anthony, MN
nieces and nephews and extended family in Ukraine

Visitation and panakhyda were held December 9, 2016, at 7 p.m. at Hagan 
Chamberlain Funeral Home, 225 Mountain Avenue, Bound Brook, N.J., 

Funeral services December 10, 2016, at 10 a.m. at St.  Andrew Memorial 
Church, 280 Main Street, So. Bound Brook, NJ, followed by interment at 
St. Andrew Cemetery.

Vichnaya Pamyat!          May her memory be eternal!

DEATH ANNOUNCEMENTS
Death announcements should be sent to the Advertising Department by 

e-mail to adukr@optonline.net or by fax to 973-644-9510.
Deadline: Tuesday noon before the newspaper’s date of issue.

For further information call 973-292-9800, ext. 3040.

PROFESSIONALS

TO PLACE YOUR AD CALL WALTER HONCHARYk (973) 292-9800 x3040
or e-mail adukr@optonline.net

SERVICES

OPPORTUNITIES

Earn Extra incomE!
The Ukrainian Weekly is looking 

for advertising sales agents.
For additional information contact  

Walter Honcharyk, Advertising Manager,  
The Ukrainian Weekly, 973-292-9800, ext 3040.

House for Sale on Hunter Mountain
3 bedrooms, 2.5 bathrooms, 

2.5 acres of land, mountain views. 
Reduced price $285,000. 

Check web site: Fran Clark, Unique 
Realty, #HFS 130020

FOR SALE

WANT IMPACT?
Run your advertisement here, 

in The Ukrainian Weekly’s 
CLASSIFIEDS section.

also works with musicians. She lives in Kyiv, 
but was born in Pervomaisk in the Luhansk 
region.

“The Night is Just Beginning” is directed 
by Virlana Tkacz, the artistic director of 
Yara Arts Group, a resident company at La 
MaMa Experimental Theatre in New York. 
Projections are by Waldemart Klyuzko, who 
was nominated for a New York Innovative 
Theater Award for Yara’s “Raven.” He trav-
eled as part of Yara’s research expedition 
with war photographer Evgeniy Maloletka 

to Volnovakha this fall. 
Yara’s “The Night is Just Beginning” was 

made possible by the New York State 
Council on the Arts with the support of Gov. 
Andrew M. Cuomo and the New York State 
Legislature, and the numerous friends of 
Yara Arts Group.

Seating for this event is limited; to pur-
chase tickets online – at $25, or $20 for 
seniors and students – go to https://www.
eventbrite.com/e/concert-the-night-is-
just-beginning-with-mariana-sadovska-
tickets-29662515382. If you don’t pur-
chase online in time, call 212-228-0110 on 
the day of the event to ask about ticket 
availability.

(Continued from page 10)

Mariana Sadovska...
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The Ukrainian Museum has ever seen, 
thanks to the incredible curatorial vision of 
Roman Hrab and Museum Director Maria 
Shust. This exhibition also happens to come 
at a time when our world and the most 
basic paradigms of ‘reality’ seem to be in a 
free fall. To celebrate what we’ve accom-
plished as well as those generations before 
us gives me peace and hope for the future 
as simply a human.”

The artists

Luba Drozd is a Ukraine-born artist liv-
ing in New York. Her work “Solipsism” 
derives its name from the idea that only 
one’s own mind is sure to exist. The piece 
examines our trust in the knowledge we 
receive from the outside, the belief in things 
we don’t experience yet we are convinced 
one way or another that they are around us. 

Ms. Drozd’s site-specific video and 
sound installations address how systems of 
control are manifested and echoed in 
restrictive architectural and geopolitical 
environments. Her work touches on archi-
tecture and institutions that influence and 
surround, as well as how intangible spaces 
within us – such as memory space, knowl-
edge and the perception of time – are con-
trolled and regimented. 

A graduate of Bard College and the Pratt 
Institute, the artist has been exhibited at 
BRIC, Smack Mellon, Apexart, Anthology 
Film Archives, the New York Video Festival 
at Lincoln Center and Art in General.

Adriana Farmiga presents a site-specific 
diptych installation, a group of hybrid 
sculpture-drawings and a video documen-
tary. Raised in a tightly knit Ukrainian 
immigrant community, Ms. Farmiga trav-
eled between the United States and the for-
mer Soviet Union, which provided her with 
parallel yet contrasting exposures to both a 
dominant consumerist society and a failed 
Communist state. 

Often combining elements of still life and 
assemblage, Ms. Farmiga’s work gives heed 
to the handmade co-existing alongside the 
manufactured. Her drawings and mixed-
media sculptures aim to uncover hidden or 
overlooked relationships between seem-
ingly disparate subjects. 

Ms. Farmiga’s work has been exhibited 
in the U.S. and abroad. An interdisciplinary 
artist and a first-generation Ukrainian 
American, Ms. Farmiga received a BFA from 
The Cooper Union School of Art and an 
MFA from the Milton Avery Graduate 
School of the Arts at Bard College. She is on 
the faculty of The Cooper Union, and in 
2016 she was an artist-in-residence at the 
Joan Mitchell Center in New Orleans.

Based in New York, Maya Hayuk is a 
Ukrainian American artist with an extensive 

background in a wide and generative range 
of art and social practices. Ms. Hayuk 
weaves visual information from her imme-
diate surroundings into elaborate, painterly 
abstractions, thus creating an engaging mix 
of referents from popular culture and 
advanced painting practices alike. Her 
large-scale improvised murals speak to the 
artist’s obsession with symmetry, perfect 
imperfection and outer/inner space. 
Ultimately, the traditional and the contem-
porary blend into new harmonic, dissonant, 
optimistic, experimental compositions. 

Ms.  Hayuk graduated from the 
Massachusetts College of Art and has stud-
ied at Virginia Commonwealth University 
(Richmond), the Ontario College of Art and 
Design (Toronto), the University of Odesa 
(Ukraine) and the Skowhegan School of 
Painting and Sculpture (Maine). 

Ms. Hayuk’s work has been the subject 
of one-person exhibitions and commis-
sions. Her work is represented in several 
public and private collections international-
ly, including MIMA (the Millennium 
Iconoclast Museum of Art, Brussels), MOCA 
( M u s e u m  o f  C o n te m p o ra r y  A r t , 
Jacksonville, Fla.), the Embassy of the 
United States of America (Sanaa, Yemen), 
the Embassy of the United States of 
America Residence (Costa Rica), and the 
Ullens Foundation (Brussels).

Roman Hrab has been documenting and 
reinterpreting the patterns found on the 
surfaces of roads he travels upon – patterns 
he calls “road squiggles.” These ready-made 
calligraphies are translated into new topog-
raphies in a selection of paintings, sculp-
ture and video from this body of work, as 
well as other notions of landscape and 
geography. His work has always been the 
product of observation, extraction and 
recombination. 

Mr. Hrab is a first-generation Ukrainian 
American artist residing in the Catskills in 
upstate New York. He received a BFA in 
sculpture from New York’s School of Visual 
Arts in 1990 and pursued graduate studies 
in painting from 1993 to 1995 at Janus 
Pannonius University in Pécs, Hungary. He is 
a fellow of the 2009 NYFA (New York 
Foundation for the Arts) MARK program, 
and the recipient of a 2006 Saltonstall 
Foundation fellowship and residency. He is 
also the director of operations for the Studio 
Arts program at Bard College, New York. 

Mr. Hrab has exhibited widely, both in 
the United States and overseas; his work 
has recently appeared in solo and group 
exhibitions at the Ukrainian Institute of 
Modern Art (Chicago),  Roos Arts 
(Rosendale, N.Y.), the Byrdcliffe Colony 
(Woodstock, N.Y.), the Samuel Dorsky 
Museum of Art at SUNY New Paltz (N.Y.), 
the Ukrainian Institute of America (New 
York City), the Pera Museum (Istanbul), the 
John Davis Gallery (Hudson, N.Y.), as well as 
at other galleries and venues.

Yuri Masnyj makes drawings and sculp-
tures that depict austere architectural spac-
es populated by a personal iconography of 
objects and symbols. At The Ukrainian 
Museum, he is exhibiting a new body of 
drawings that are composed as inventories 
of architectural fragments, everyday 
objects, and abstract forms. Taking visual 
cues from his surroundings, Mr. Masnyj cat-
alogues shapes, structures and forms of 
building and unbuilding in a city undergo-
ing rapid change. 

Mr. Masnyj is a graduate of The Cooper 
Union for the Advancement of Science and 
Art, and has taught drawing at Cooper 
Union since 2007. His work has been 
shown throughout the United States and 
Europe in solo and group exhibitions, and 
is found in the collections of the Museum of 
Modern Art in NYC, the Whitney Museum 
of American Art in New York, the Hammer 
Museum in Los Angeles and the 
Contemporary Museum in Honolulu.

Christina Shmigel’s installation, “Garden 
for Questions of Wonder,” is composed of 
various distillations of her experiences as 
an expatriate living in Shanghai, China. Her 
“Foreigner’s Cabinet of Chinese Curiosities” 
is a playful taxonomy of current material 
culture in Shanghai; it sits surrounded by 
“Garden for Borrowing the View from Afar,” 
which considers the strategies of artifice in 
Eastern garden design. Ms. Shmigel’s instal-
lation gives the viewer an opportunity to 
engage physically and imaginatively with 
how we come to make sense of that which 
is foreign to us. 

Ms. Shmigel received a BFA in painting 
from the Rhode Island School of Design in 
1980, an MFA in sculpture from Brooklyn 
College, and an MFA in blacksmithing/met-
als from Southern Illinois University – 
Carbondale. She maintains a studio practice 
in Shanghai, and in Bakersville, N.C., where 
she has long been associated with the 
Penland School of Crafts, as a former resi-
dent artist, board member and frequent 
instructor. 

Ms. Shmigel has exhibited nationally and 
internationally, including solo exhibitions at 
the St. Louis Art Museum, the Laumeier 
Sculpture Park in St. Louis, and the Duolun 
Museum of Modern Art in Shanghai.

It is the central irony of Ms. Shmigel’s life 
that she, the child of Ukrainian immigrants, 
who learned English as a second language 
in the New York public school system, finds 
herself an immigrant in China, albeit one 
called an “expatriate.” As a first-generation 
American, growing up between cultures 
and languages, she became an observer of 
cultural cues. It is this habit of being that 
informs her artistic practice; as she moves 
from place to place, she engages in collect-
ing and interpreting the elements of the 
locality’s material culture that reveal its 
particular character. Early on, it occurred to 
Ms. Shmigel that life could be made mean-

ingful only through an imaginative engage-
ment with the quotidian; in response, her 
work repurposes the vernacular of the “real 
world” to give form to her internal experi-
ence. She seeks to capture those moments 
when ordinary reality opens up, revealing 
something intangible beneath its surface. 

Marko Shuhan’s installation is a re-cre-
ation of a portion of his studio. It is one-
sixth of the wall space, and the shelves 
were “invented” to hold a body of approxi-
mately 500 small paintings. The shelves 
must continue to be utilitarian as well, 
because space is limited. This is an agglom-
eration of necessity, desire, uncertainty and 
love, while representing a miniature retro-
spective into the various facets and medi-
ums with which Mr. Shuhan works. 

Mr. Shuhan graduated from the School of 
Visual Arts in New York City, and for more 
than 30 years has maintained a studio and 
has continued to draw and paint. He has 
had numerous solo exhibitions and has 
been involved in a large number of group 
shows. His paintings are represented in 
many private collections throughout the 
United States. 

Most of Mr. Shuhan’s painting is mani-
fested in the subconscious, usually while 
contemplating the metaphysical. Generating 
the first layers while daydreaming allows a 
theme, or a certain vibe, to come to life. 
Once a mood occurs, subsequent layers and 
markings respond, react and reflect, causing 
a drama to unfold. While most in tune with 
oil painting, Mr. Shuhan employs other 
media – whether drawing, painting, print-
making, or screen printing – to influence 
and communicate with each other.

“CIM” was proposed and organized by 
Mr. Hrab, the guest curator and one of the 
participating artists. The exhibition is fund-
ed by the generous donations of individual 
sponsors.

Exhibition catalogue

A soft-cover, color illustrated, bilingual 
(English and Ukrainian) catalogue titled 
“CIM” accompanies the exhibition. In addi-
tion to the guest curator’s introduction, the 
catalogue includes transcripted interviews 
with the seven participating artists con-
ducted by Olena Chervonik, Daniel W. 
Dietr ich I I  Curatorial  Fel low in 
Contemporary Art, Philadelphia Museum of 
Art. The one-on-one interaction between 
artist and commentator serves to amplify 
the viewer’s discourse with the exhibited 
works of art.

The Ukrainian Museum is located at 222 
E. Sixth St. (between Second Avenue and 
The Bowery), New York, NY 10003; tele-
phone, 212-228-0110; e-mail, info@ukrai-
nianmuseum.org; website,www.ukrainian-
museum.org.

Admission is $8 for adults; $6 seniors 
and students; free for children age 12 and 
younger.

(Continued from page 11)
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A T O
CHILDREN OF WAR

The war in eastern Ukraine has brought death, destruction and a 
generation of children whose fathers gave their lives for ukraine. These 
children and their mothers receive little or no aid and need our support.

Orphans Aid Society, a 501c(3) charity, has been supporting 
orphans in Ukraine since 1992.  We have expanded our services to 
support these children.

Please send your supporting donations to:

Orphans’ Aid Society
P.O. Box 630245

Little Neck, NY 11363-0245 

Call us at: 516-250-7805  or  845-434-4096

Visit our website: oasukraine.org
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United Ukrainian American Relief Committee holds general meeting

Floridians hold memorial service for victims of 1932-1933 Holodomor

UUARC

PHILADELPHIA – The 23rd general meeting of the 
United Ukrainian American Relief Committee (UUARC) 
took place on November 5 at the organization’s office in 
Philadelphia. 

UUARC President Dr. Larissa Kyj delivered an extensive 
PowerPoint report, documenting the various UUARC pro-
grams that were supported by the Ukrainian American 
community over the last three years. She highlighted the 
following permanent UUARC programs: children’s pro-
grams that include the visit of St. Nicholas and Christmas 
trips for children from the “gray zone” in Ukraine to the 
Carpathian Mountains; an Easter Basket program; summer 
camps; and the program “Going from Childhood to Taras,” 
which has been in existence for years thanks to the finan-
cial support of the Hulai Lion Foundation; the new “Family-
to-Family” program established in 2015 for children whose 
parents were killed or wounded in the war in eastern 
Ukraine; programs for the elderly that include soup kitch-
ens in Lviv, Mykolayiv, Ponornytsia and Nova Odesa; and 
the “Adopt-a-Grandparent” program, through which indi-
vidual sponsors aid isolated and destitute elderly persons.

The president’s report included the aid that was provid-
ed during and after the Revolution of Dignity, as well as 
assistance to the armed forces of Ukraine. During the 
Maidan uprisings, the UUARC purchased or transferred a 
total of $375,000 in humanitarian aid. Later, $1,000 was 
provided by the Ukrainian American community to each 
family of the heroes of the Heavenly Brigade who were 
killed during the Maidan protests. 

From 2013 until June 2016, Dr. Kyj continued, the 
UUARC shipped 16 40-foot containers to Ukraine, contain-
ing medical equipment, two ambulances, rehabilitative 
equipment, clothing and other aid. The frontline troops in 
Ukraine receive thousands of units of “QuikClot” hemostat-
ic agents, “Olaes” trauma bandages, wound-stitching mate-
rial, warm clothing, socks, boots, warmers, radio transmit-
ters, body vests, etc.

Reports were also delivered by Secretary Ulana Prociuk 
and Treasurer Vasyl Litkevich, and by Luba Siletsky, head 
of the UUARC Assistance Committee. 

Ms. Siletsky noted the significant increase in the number 
of requests for financial aid that UUARC receives. The 
Assistance Committee received 793 requests for assistance 
over the last three years; 670 of these were approved for a 
total of $201,000 in humanitarian aid. Ms. Siletsky said this 
is the first time in her 16 years of participation on the 
Assistance Committee that the committee exceeded its 
budget. The reason for this lies not with the committee, but 
with the situation in Ukraine. 

Additional reporting was provided by the Information 
Bureau’s Metodij Boretsky, archivist Marta Jarymowych 
and Borys Pawluk of the Finance Committee. Nila Pawluk 
reported on the very successful “Adopt a Wounded 

Ukrainian Soldier” program, and a report by Oksana 
Bachynska Tarasiuk was read about the bureau that assists 
the elderly and new immigrants, which was formed recent-
ly to help answer questions and resolve matters involving 
pensions, medical insurance, etc. People may call the home 
office or walk in for advice from the bureau. It was noted 
that this new program is not being fully utilized by the 
Ukrainian community.

Ihor Kusznir read the Audit Committee’s report. 
The Nominations Committee report was read by Dr. 

Nestor Zarichny, who listed the proposed candidates who 
were then elected to the UUARC’s Executive Board and 
Board of Directors.

Elected to the Executive Board were: Dr. Kyj, president; 
Ms. Siletsky, Mr. Pawluk and Dr. Nestor Zarichny, vice-presi-
dents; Ms. Prociuk, Myroslava Hill and Leo Iwaskiw, secre-
taries; Mr. Litkevich, treasurer; Mr. Boretsky, Ms. 
Jarymowych, Daria Laszyn, Ms. Pawluk, Dr. Wasyl Salak, 
Chrystia Charyna Senyk, Donna Siletsky and Oksana 
Woroch Wanchycky, members. 

The Board of Directors consists of: Peter Kosyk, Natalia 
Siletsky Mykijewycz, Dr. Anna Pluta, Dr. Natalia Doliba, Dr. 
Halyna Breslavets, Bohdan Radelytsky, Marta Kokolsky, Dr. 
Irena Stolar and Lilia Nestor. The Auditing Board is chaired 
by I. Kusznir, and its members are Olha Kuzewycz, Dr. Ihor 
Mirchuk, Olga Jakubowska and Oleksander Brozyna.

The meeting unanimously approved proposals to add 
Christine Kulchyckyj and Ihor Smolij to the list of UUARC 
honorary members for their long and conscientious work 
and commitment to the UUARC. This list also includes 
Wolodymyra Kawka, Petro Kliuk, Dr. Natalia Pazuniak, 
Mykola Pryszlak and Wolodymyr Ryndycz.

Mr. Iwaskiw read the resolutions written by the 
Resolutions Committee. The resolutions noted that the 
UUARC’s humanitarian aid to Ukraine should be directed 
primarily to meet the needs of the troops on the frontlines 
of the war in Ukraine, their families, refugees from the war 
zone and children in Ukraine; and that the general meeting 
expresses its great commendation to Ukrainians in the U.S. 
and friends of Ukrainians for their generosity in supporting 
the UUARC’s relief activities, and urges them to continue 
actively supporting the UUARC’s wide-ranging charitable 
activities. 

President Kyj expressed special thanks to Home Office 
Manager Motrja Bojko Watters, who helps to coordinate 
UUARC programs; to Ms. Mykijewycz for her professional 
management of the UUARC’s Facebook page and website; 
and to Mr. Iwaskiw and Ms. Hill for their translations and 
work on UUARC’s informational bulletin.

The general meeting was chaired by Mr. Pawluk, with 
Ms. Prociuk serving as secretary.

The meeting ended with a buffet luncheon.

 COMMUNITY CHRONICLE

NORTH PORT, Fla. – On November 
20, in solidarity with the people of 
Ukraine, an ecumenical  memo-
rial service for the victims of the 
Holodomor of 1932-1933, was held 
at the Presentation of the Most Holy 
Mother of God Ukrainian Catholic 
Church in North Port, Fla. Officiating 
at panakhyda were the Revs. Vasyl 
Petriv and Wolodymyr Wolosczuk of 
the Ukrainian Catholic Church and the 
Revs. Ivan Fatenko and Oleh Saciuk 
of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church. 
Representatives of the Community 
Committee of Southwest Florida – 
President Vira Bodnaruk, Secretary 
Roma Guran and Treasurer Alexandra 
Popel – as well as Ann-Marie Susla 
and Lidia Bilous of Branch 56 of the 
Ukrainian National Women’s League 
of America, and Doris Horbachewsky 
of the Ukrainian American Club, held 
candles during the service. 

– Vira BodnarukVictor Lisnyczyj

Members of the Executive Board and Board of Directors for 2016-2019 of the United Ukrainian American Relief 
Committee: (seated, from left) Chrystia Charyna Senyk, Nila Pawluk, Larissa Kyj, Ph.D., Luba Siletsky, Metodij 
Boretsky, (standing) Natalia Siletsky Mykijewycz, Dr. Nestor Zarichny, Ulana Prociuk, Olia Kuzewycz, Dr. Irena 
Stolar, Alex Brozyna, Olga Jakubowsky, Vasyl Litkewycz, Marta Kokolskyj, Dr. Nataliya Doliba, Daria Laszyn, 

Borys Pawluk and Marta Jarymovych.

Natalia Siletsky Mykijewycz
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The Ukrainian Helsinki Group was 
formed 40 years ago, on November 10, 
1976, to monitor compliance of the Soviet 
regime with the 1975 Helsinki Final Act. 
Orest Deychakiwsky of the Helsinki 
Commission noted in his opening state-
ment that among the initiators of the group 
was Petro Grigorenko, a decorated World 
War II Soviet Army general who was also a 
founding member of the Moscow Helsinki 
Group. Because he fought for human rights 
and the rights of Crimean Tatars, 
Grigorenko was subjected to repressions 
and psychiatric abuse by Soviet authorities. 
This draws a gloomy historic parallel with 
the fate of a human rights activist who is 
currently fighting for the rights of Crimean 
Tatars, Ilmi Umerov, who suffered three 
weeks of psychiatric repression.

Violations of human rights by Russian 
authorities in Crimea remain persistent 
and egregious; its targets are Crimean 
Tatars and Ukrainians who oppose the ille-
gal annexation. All speakers agreed that the 
actions of Russia in Ukraine present a 

threat to the international order and violate 
the basic principles of territorial integrity, 
inviolability of borders, sovereignty, and 
respect for human rights and fundamental 
freedoms.

Ms. Shulyar, representing the Embassy of 
Ukraine to the U.S., provided troubling sta-
tistics about the most recent repressions 
against the local citizens of Crimea. There 
have been 11 politically motivated assassi-
nations, 15 activists have gone missing, and 
over 30 people have been imprisoned for 
political reasons. One hundred Ukrainian 
schools and many churches have closed.

The report was echoed by Mr. Berezovets, 
leader of the Free-Crimea movement, who 
discussed the November 10 arrest of three 
more people in Crimea. Prior to the occupa-
tion they worked at the Sevastopol-based 
think-tank Nomos. Following their arrest 
by the FSB (the Russian security service), 
they were severely beaten and their future 
remains uncertain. As in other similar 
arrests, these people might be put in jail on 
unfounded charges made-up by the FSB.

Mr. Berezovets expressed concern that 
Russia forces people in Crimea to take on 
Russian citizenship, making it more diffi-
cult for such people to protect their rights. 

Thus, in the case of political prisoner Oleh 
Sentsov, the Russian side made an argu-
ment that he could not be freed, using the 
example of Nadiya Savchenko, because he 
became a Russian citizen, just like other 
people in Crimea. Under current proce-
dures, the Russian occupation regime in 
Crimea assigns Russian citizenship to all 
those who have not proactively informed 
the Russian authorities that they reject 
Russian citizenship. Mr. Berezovets noted 
that of the 2.5 million total population of 
Crimea, 4,000 people were brave enough to 
proactively refuse to get Russian passports, 
despite the current atmosphere of terror 
on the peninsula.

Ms. Shulyar expressed gratitude to the 
international community for the March 
2014 resolution reaffirming the territorial 
integrity of Ukraine. She also called for sup-
port for the draft U.N. resolution on human 
rights in Crimea and Sevastopol initiated by 
Ukraine earlier in November. She thanked 
the U.S. Congress for its bipartisan support 
of the STAND for Ukraine Act.

In his remarks, Ambassador Herbst 
noted that the international response to 
Crimea has been good, involving sanctions 
and non-recognition of the illegal annexa-

tion of Crimea. However, he pointed to slop-
py journalism and scholarship, which both 
at times assert that the Crimean population 
supports Russia, ignoring the fact that the 
Crimean referendum was manipulative and 
that people are not truthfully answering 
polling questions in Crimea due to the 
threat of prosecution by the Russian 
authorities.

Mr. Herbst pointed to the militarization 
of the peninsula and the Black Sea region 
by Russia, which is turning Crimea into an 
armed camp. In the spirit of the Polish say-
ing “For your freedom and ours,” he said 
the international community should 
increase support to Ukraine monetarily in 
grant and loans, and with military assis-
tance. While NATO’s Warsaw summit paid 
attention to the issue of Russian aggression, 
it mostly focused on the northeastern part 
of Europe. It is time to work with such 
countries as Georgia, Moldova and Turkey 
to ensure stability in the Black Sea region, 
he argued.

“A long-term policy to counter Putin is 
needed,” Paul A. Goble, editor of the 
Windows on Eurasia blog, commented. 
“Putin’s regime is not going away soon, and 
the aggression will not disappear soon,” he 
continued. The international community 
and the U.S. have not used all the instru-
ments at their disposal in order to put pres-
sure on Vladimir Putin. Some measures 
that could also be used include taking away 
visas from Russian elites and tying up the 
foreign holdings of Russian officials. This 
second strategy can be done in court by 
questioning the provenance of the funds 
used to pay for them. The international 
community can also reduce its diplomatic 
presence in Russia, and then make Russia 
reduce its personnel in the United States, 
limit visits of senior officials to Moscow, 
and employ other tactics.

Mr. Goble argued that the U.S. should 
announce a non-recognition policy on 
Crimea, similar to the one used to protest 
the occupation of the Baltic states by the 
Soviet Union in the 1940s. Under the non-
recognition policy, the U.S. continued to rec-
ognize Baltic flags and passports issued 
before the occupation, providing immense 
support to the people of the Baltic coun-
tries. That non-recognition policy could be 
called a “birth certificate” for the Baltic 
states, as it eased re-integration into the 
world community after they regained their 
independence, Mr. Goble explained. The 
non-recognition policy regarding Crimea 
would provide clear and articulate guid-
ance for policymakers at all levels on con-
tinued recognition of pre-occupation pass-
ports, and would keep senior officials from 
visiting Crimea and ensure that maps are 
not changed. Such a gesture would provide 
enormous encouragement to the people of 
the occupied areas.

A s  w a s  u n d e r s c o r e d  b y  M r. 
Deychakiwsky at the opening of the brief-
ing, “With its ongoing illegal occupation of 
Crimea and aggression in eastern Ukraine, 
Russia continues to flout every single prin-
ciple of the Organization for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) enshrined in 
the Helsinki Final Act, including territorial 
integrity, inviolability of borders, sovereign-
ty, and respect for human rights and funda-
mental freedoms.” Briefings such as this 
one, he said, are important “to keep shining 
the spotlight on violations taking place 
today.”

*  *  *
A transcript of the briefing is available 

on the Helsinki Commission website: 
https://www.csce.gov/international-
impact/events/ongoing-human-rights-
and-security-violations-russian-occupied-
crimea.

Oksana Bedratenko is a contributing ana-
lyst for the U.S.-Ukraine Foundation. 

(Continued from page 1)

Helsinki...
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Tradit ional Ukrainian Christmas Eve Supper

Традиційна Свята Вечеря
Friday, January 6, 2017 

beginning at 6 pm 

$35 per person, $15 for children age 5-10   
For room and / or meal reservations please call 

Soyuzivka
216 Foordmore Road • Kerhonkson NY 12446 

845-626-5641 • www.Soyuzivka.com

NEW YORK – Hockey great 
Wayne Gretzky accepted his 
induction plaque and gifts 
from the recently established 
Ukrainian Sports Museum 
and Hall  of Fame from 
Theodore Bodnar (right), 
vice-president. The presen-
tation was made on October 
20 at the NHL Store in New 
York during Mr. Gretzky’s 
book tour stop there. Mr. 
Bodnar noted of the honor-
ee: “He was very gracious, 
humble and honored – and 
knew about the museum.” 
The meeting between Mr. 
Bodnar and “The Great 
One,” who played for the 
Edmonton Oilers, the Los 
Angeles Kings and the New 
York Rangers, was arranged 
with the help of the store 
manager. The Ukrainian 
Sports Museum and Hall 
of Fame is located at the 
Ukrainian American Cultural 
Center of New Jersey in 
Whippany. Its inaugural 
induction ceremonies were 
held on September 17. 

Gretzky accepts induction plaque
for Ukrainian Sports Hall of Fame
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Through January 29 Art exhibit, “Cubism Collage Cybergrams Concrete: 4 
Chicago Artists from Moholy-Nagy’s School”, Ukrainian Institute 
 of Modern Art, 773-227-5522 or www.uima-chicago.org

Through September 3 Art exhibit featuring seven artists Luba Drozd, Adriana
New York Farmiga, Maya Hayuk, Roman M. Hrab, Yuri Masnyj, 
 Christina Shmigel and Marko Shuhan, “CIM (Seven),”
 The Ukrainian Museum, www.ukrainianmuseum.org
 or 212-228-0110

December 14 Conference, “The Future of the Ukrainian Economy,”
Washington Atlantic Council, 202-778-4952

December 15 Meet the filmmaker, Olha Onyshko, Ukrainian American
Whippany, NJ Cultural Center, aceuaccnj@gmail.com

December 16-18 Presentation by Ganna Nepyivoda, “Rebirthing the 
Boston Tradition of Pysankas,” Harvard University, Prudential
 Center, 617-495-4053 or www.huri.harvard.edu

December 16-17 Performance by Mariana Sadovska and the women’s 
New York ensemble of Zahraiyarochka, “The Night is Just
 Beginning,” Yara Arts Group, The Ukrainian Museum, 
 212-228-0110 or www.ukrainianmuseum.org

December 17 Yalynka celebration, Ukrainian Engineers’ Society of 
New York America, Ukrainian Institute of America, 
 nyc-metro@uesa.org

December 17 St. Nicholas program, Taras Shevchenko School of
Washington Ukrainian Studies, Ukrainian Catholic National Shrine of
 the Holy Family, ukieschooldc.web@gmail.com or 
 410-730-8108

December 17 Christmas concert, “Rejoice” with the Ukrainian Chorus
New York Dumka, St. Mark Roman Catholic Church, 917-301-8355
 or www.dumka.org

December 17 St. Nicholas visitation, Christmas bazaar and Bethlehem 
Kerhonkson, NY Peace Light, Holy Trinity Ukrainian Catholic Church, 
 845-647-6911

December 17 Literary Bazaar, Shevchenko Scientific Society, 
New York 212-254-5130

December 17 Concert, “A Bandura Christmas,” Ukrainian Bandurist 
Parma, OH Chorus, Pokrova Ukrainian Catholic Church, 
 www.bandura.org or cleconcert@bandura.org

December 21-22 Christmas Bake Sale, St. Luke Ukrainian Orthodox 
Warners, NY Church, 315-469-4851 or evemts@stlukes.org

December 31 New Year’s Eve Party, Ukrainian Homestead,
Lehighton, PA www.ukrhomestead.com or 610-377-4621

December 31 New Year’s Eve celebration, Soyuzivka Heritage Center,
Kerhonkson, NY www.soyuzivka.com

December 31 New Year’s Eve party, with music by Anna-Maria,
Whippany, NJ  Ukrainian American Cultural Center of New Jersey,
 www.uaccnj.org or 201-213-4321

2017 
January 6 Traditional Ukrainian Christmas Eve Supper, Soyuzivka
Kerhonkson, NY Heritage Center, www.soyuzivka.com or 845-626-5641

January 7 Community Ukrainian Christmas celebration “Rizdvo,”
Austin, TX Austin Texas Ukrainians, Blackhawk Amenity Center, 
 facebook.com/events/634180873452717/?notif_t=pla
 n_user_associated&notif_id=1479667590734636

January 14 Malanka, Zorepad Ukrainian Dance Ensemble,
Albany, NY info@zorepaddance.com

January 14 Malanka, with music by Zvook, Ukrainian American 
Jenkintown, PA Youth Association, Ukrainian Educational and Cultural 
 Center, 267-415-6580 or phillymalanka@cym.org 

Entries in “Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to events 
advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome submissions 
from all our readers. Items will be published at the discretion of the editors 
and as space allows. Please send e-mail to mdubas@ukrweekly.com.
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UKELODEON
FOR THE NEXT GENERATION

by Pavlo Pencak

When Plast Ukrainian Scouting Organization’s regular 
three-week summer camps end, it is often the case that 
Plast scouts head to camps with specialized themes. This 
year in addition to Morskyi Tabir (Sea Scouting Camp), 
which took place at Kellys Island, Ohio, on Lake Erie, there 
was a first-of-its-kind Rock Climbing Camp at Seneca 
Rocks, W. Va. 

Campers hailing from California to New York City, and 
points in between, descended on West Virginia’s Rock 
Climbing mecca – Seneca Rocks. Most of the campers knew 
each other, having camped together at various Plast camp-
grounds over the past few years. 

Rock Climbing Tabir 2016 was the brainchild of Dartsia 
and Marko Jakubowycz, who have climbed extensively in 
the Spruce Knob-Seneca Rocks National Recreation Area. 
Seneca Rocks is part of the Monongahela National Forest 
and is managed by the U.S. Forest Service. 

Rock climbing in Seneca Rocks started in about the 
1920s. Seneca Rocks was also the training site for the 10th 
Mountain Division during World War II. It is here that thou-
sands of soldiers trained in mountain assault tactics. 

Now, in addition to this rich history, Seneca Rocks holds 
a part of Plast history, having become the site of the first 
Plast camp where climbers scaled the 300-foot face of 
Seneca Rocks.

Fourteen campers, two counselors and a few senior 
members of Plast participated in the camp, which began on 
August 7. The camp participants climbed four days. The 
instruction was provided by Seneca Rocks Mountain 
Guides. These guides – all are certified and very experi-
enced – made certain that all of the instruction and climb-
ing was safe and enjoyable. 

One of the highlights of the camp was when the guides 
from Seneca Rock Mountain Guides led our camp to the 
summit of Seneca Rocks at an elevation of 1,000 feet above 
the valley floor. Tom Cecil, the owner of Seneca Rocks 

Mountain guides, provided aerial photography using a 
drone. 

 In the evenings, the campers worked on the two rock 
climbing merit badges, watched films about epic climbs 
and sang songs around the campfire. This was a wonderful 
camp that Plast hopes to repeat sometime in the future. 

For additional photographs and video of this unique 
Plast experience readers may visit: https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=cuC1SBLMLgc or

http://www.pysanyjkamin.org/1047108510801084 
10821080.html

Pavlo Pencak, 14, is a member of the Newark N.J., branch 
of Plast Ukrainian Scouting Organization. He is a freshman 
at Morris Knolls High School in Denville, N.J.Pavlo Pencak learns rock climbing. 

Opening ceremonies of Plast’s Rock Climbing Camp with Seneca Rocks as the backdrop.

Campers summit Seneca Rocks holding a Ukrainian flag. 
Tom Cecil (via drone)Tom Cecil (via drone)Tom Cecil (via drone)Tom Cecil (via drone)

 A fi rst: Plast Rock Climbing Camp in 2016

Orest Pencak

Orest Pencak
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PREVIEW OF EVENTS
Friday-Saturday, December 16-17

NEW YORK: The Ukrainian Museum and 
Yara Arts Group present “The Night Is Just 
Beginning” with Mariana Sadovska, who 
will sing folk songs from the Donetsk region 
of Ukraine and her compositions of poems 
by Serhiy Zhadan and Lyuba Yakimchuk. She 
will be joined by Julian Kytasty on bandura. 
The evening is directed by Virlana Tkacz 
(Yara Arts Group); projections are by 
Waldemart Klyuzko. Friday and Saturday 
evening performances are at 7:30 p.m.; seat-
ing is limited. Order tickets in advance 
online. Admission is$25; $20 for members, 
seniors and students. The Ukrainian 
Museum is located at 222 E. Sixth St.; tele-
phone, 212-228-0110; website, www.ukrai-
nianmuseum.org.
Saturday, December 17

WASHINGTON: The Taras Shevchenko 
School of Ukrainian Studies will host a 
Mykolai Show and Holiday Bazaar. Students 
will present a Mykolai program at noon. 
Sviatyi Mykolai (St Nicholas) will then meet 
with each grade/age group (non-students 

welcome). The Heavenly Office is open at 
9:15-11:45 a.m. (only one item per child, $2 
fee, labeled with the child’s name, grade/
age). There will be a bazaar/bake sale at 
9:30 a.m. to noon, offering a variety of 
home-baked treats and holiday foods, 
books, gift items. Location: Ukrainian 
Catholic National Shrine of the Holy Family, 
4250 Harewood Road NE, Washington, DC 
20017. For further information visit ukraini-
anschoolbazaar.weebly.com or contact Lada 
Onyshkevych at ukieschooldc.web@gmail.
com or 410-730-8108.

NEW YORK: The Shevchenko Scientific 
Society invites all to the Annual Literary 
Bazaar. Participants include Anna Frajlich, 
Olena Jennings, Alexander Motyl, Yuriy 
Tarnawsky, Oleksandr Fraze-Frazenko and 
Vasyl Makhno. Dr. Makhno will also emcee 
the event. The reading will be in Ukrainian, 
Polish and English. The event will take place 
at the society’s building, 63 Fourth Ave. 
(between Ninth and 10th streets) at 5 p.m. 
For additional information call 212-254-
5130.

PREVIEW OF EVENTS GUIDELINES
Preview of Events is a listing of Ukrainian community events open to the public. It is a service 
provided at minimal cost ($20 per listing) by The Ukrainian Weekly to the Ukrainian commu-
nity.  To have an event listed in Preview of Events please send information, in English, written 
in Preview format, i.e., in a brief paragraph that includes the date, place, type of event, sponsor, 
admission, full names of persons and/or organizations involved, and a phone number and/or 
e-mail address to be published for readers who may require additional information. Items 
must be no more than 100 words long. 
Preview items must be received no later than one week before the desired date of publi-
cation (i.e., they must be received by 9 am Monday morning). Please include payment for each 
time the item is to appear and indicate date(s) of issue(s) in which the item is to be published. 
Also, senders are asked to include the phone number of a person who may be contacted by 
The Weekly during daytime hours, as well as their complete mailing address. 
Information should be sent to preview@ukrweekly.com. When e-mailing, please do not send 
items as attachments – simply type the text into the body of the e-mail message. Preview items 
and payments may be mailed to: Preview of Events, The Ukrainian Weekly, 2200 Route 10, P.O. 
Box 280, Parsippany, NJ 07054.
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