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European Commission

BRUSSELS – Ukraine is carrying out 
intense and unprecedented reforms across 
its economy and political system, while its 
democratic institutions have been further 
revitalized.

This is the observation of a joint report 
released on December 13 by the European 
External Action Service and the European 
Commission, ahead of the third European 
Union-Ukraine Association Council on 
December 19, which examines the state of 
play of Ukraine’s implementation of the 
Association Agenda since January 1, 2015.

“Ukraine has taken big steps in the last 
two years, under very difficult circumstanc-
es, not least the conflict in eastern Ukraine 
and the illegal annexation of Crimea and 

Sevastopol. Today’s report fully recognizes 
this work done by the Ukrainian authori-
ties. It is now crucial to move from passing 
legislation and setting up institutions to full 
implementation of these reforms so that 
Ukrainian citizens can reap the benefits. 
Ukraine can count on the European Union’s 
support moving forward,” said EU High 
Representative for Foreign Affairs and 
Security Policy/European Commission Vice-
President Federica Mogherini.

“Ukraine’s reform efforts are bringing 
results,” said Commissioner for European 
Neighborhood Policy and Enlargement 
Negotiations Johannes Hahn. “Ukraine has 
taken important steps to address the key, 
systemic challenge of corruption both by 
limiting the scope for corruption in a num-

ber of areas and strengthening the means to 
pursue wrong-doers. This work must contin-
ue and bring real change to the way the 
country operates. Tackling corruption and 
creating a reliable judicial system are also 
key to transforming the business climate and 
rebuilding prosperity. The European Union 
will continue to support Ukraine in these 
efforts, both politically and financially.”

The joint report looks at important 
developments and reforms undertaken in 
line with the strategic priorities agreed 
between the EU and Ukraine as part of the 
Association Agenda. According to the 
report, Ukraine has implemented a number 
of reforms to curb corruption and to clean 
up the banking system, and has embarked 
on ambitious energy reforms, as well as 

strengthened democracy and the rule of 
law. Progress in other areas in the 
EU-Ukraine Association Agreement, parts of 
which have been provisionally applied since 
November 2014, has also been made, for 
example regarding the adoption of constitu-
tional amendments to the judiciary, the 
adoption of an ambitious human rights 
strategy and action plan, and the undertak-
ing of decentralization reforms.

The report gives an overview of Ukraine’s 
efforts to improve its electoral framework, 
its constitutional framework and good gov-
ernance. It takes note of the significant 
steps made during the reporting period, in 
dialogue with its active civil society. It also 

EU report: Ukraine is carrying out unprecedented reforms

(Continued on page 9)

by Mark Raczkiewycz

KYIV – Nadiya Savchenko is a woman of 
many firsts.

She is Ukraine’s first female military avi-
ator and the first servicewoman to have 
received the nation’s highest honor – the 
golden star Hero of Ukraine medal.

She was also the most trusted politician 
in Ukraine, according to the Kyiv 
International Institute of Sociology, when 
Russian President Vladimir Putin released 
her in May, after holding her in captivity for 
nearly two years on trumped up charges, in 
exchange for two Russian intelligence oper-
atives.

Now, Ms. Savchenko, 35, faces the dubi-
ous prospect of seeing her political star dim 
the fastest on record. She has faced a swirl 
of criticism from fellow lawmakers in the 
Verkhovna Rada, including from the 
Batkivshchyna party on whose ticket she 
was elected in absentia, for secretly meet-
ing with Kremlin-backed separatists in 
Minsk on December 11.

Ever since her release, she has advocat-
ed for dialogue with the Moscow-backed 
separatist leadership; she justified the 
meeting in Belarus as a step toward releas-
ing prisoners of war and “strengthening” 
ongoing peace talks between Ukraine, 
Russia and its Donbas puppets.

Batkivshchyna disavowed her on the 
next day, stating that she was no longer 
part of the group. Meanwhile, other law-
makers, such as Anton Herashchenko of the 
People’s Front party, have called her an 
“agent” of Moscow. Her detractors have 
also called for her to be expelled from the 
Ukrainian Parliament’s National Security 
Committee, where she regularly has access 
to confidential information.

Even before these latest events, Ms. 
Savchenko’s rating had dipped to 2 percent, 
according to a late November survey con-
ducted by the Rating sociological group.

Ms. Savchenko declined an interview 
request through Tetyana Protorchenko, her 
press secretary.

Her detractors say that by meeting with 
the Kremlin-backed separatists, Ms. 
Savchenko creates the illusion that the key 
to peace in war-torn Donbas lies with them, 
and that such overtures lend them legiti-
macy and undermine Kyiv’s efforts to hold 
Russia responsible for the war and keep 
Western sanctions in force as punishment.

Russia has invaded Ukraine twice since 
2014. In March 2014, Moscow completed 
the annexation of the Crimean peninsula, 
and in April 2014, it engineered an armed 
uprising in the easternmost regions of 
Luhansk and Donetsk. Nearly 10,000 peo-
ple have been killed since then, and more 
than 1.7 million people have been dis-
placed, according to the United Nations.

Fellow lawmaker Andriy Teteruk, who 
like Ms. Savchenko fought in a volunteer 
battalion during the early phases of the 
Donbas war in 2014, said her actions “com-
pletely discredit all the efforts of the 
Ukrainian government” to negotiate a 
peace and exchange prisoners.

He added that the meeting with the “ter-
rorists was reckless, shameful and extreme-
ly damaging to Ukraine [at every] step.”

In a briefing that Ms. Savchenko gave 
after the meeting, she rejected claims that 
she was lending credence to “terrorists.”

“Nobody can legalize what is illegal,” the 
former helicopter pilot said, referring to 
Ukrainian law that deems the two Russian 

Savchenko’s allegiance questioned
after meeting with Kremlin proxies

(Continued on page 20)

“Ukraine at 25: A December 1 Remembrance” 
Historical Encounters Series held in New York 

UCCA

NEW YORK – A special Ukrainian 
Historical Encounters Series titled “Ukraine 
at 25: A December 1 Remembrance” was 
held at the Shevchenko Scientific Society to 
commemorate the 25th anniversary of the 
December 1 national referendum, during 
which more than 91 percent of Ukraine’s 
electorate voted to confirm Ukraine’s 
August 24 declaration of independence.

The Historical Encounters Series event 
brought together scholars, diplomats and 
eyewitnesses of the events that led to 
Ukraine’s renewed independence. 

Dr. Walter Zaryckyj, program coordina-
tor, opened the event and welcomed the 
packed hall of guests. “August 24, 1991, 

may have been the formal date of Ukraine’s 
declaration of independence. But 25 years 
ago today – on December 1, 1991 – was the 
day when the Ukrainian nation actually 
confirmed the act, opening the door for rec-
ognition of the fact by the other nations in 
the world,” he underscored. 

The President of the Ukrainian National 
Women’s League of America, Marianna 
Zajac, chaired the first session titled, 
“August 1991 in Ukraine: As it Happened.” 
Ms. Zajac underscored that the forum was 
the culminating event dedicated to the 25th 
anniversary of Ukraine’s independence and 
followed a symposium held in September 
at the Princeton Club to mark the historic 

(Continued on page 31)

The panel discussion “Eyewitnesses to Freedom’s Quest” featured (from left): Mary 
Mycio, Irene Jarosewich, Tamara Olexy and Roksolana Lozynskyj.

Andrij Dobriansky
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Cyberattacks target Defense Ministry

KYIV – Ukraine’s Defense Ministry says 
its website was temporarily knocked out of 
service by cyberattacks that appeared to be 
aimed at preventing the release of news 
about Kyiv’s conflict in eastern regions with 
Russia-backed separatists. Defense Ministry 
spokesman Oleksandr Motuzyanyk said the 
website was regularly targeted on 
December 13 by denial-of-service attacks. 
Mr. Motuzyanyk said it was not clear who 
was responsible for the latest attack, but 
the situation had been brought under con-
trol. Ukraine’s Finance Ministry and State 
Treasury websites were attacked a week 
earlier. The Finance Ministry blamed hack-
ers who it said were trying to discredit the 
government’s reform drive. At the end of 
2015, the Security Service of Ukraine (SBU) 
said Russia was responsible for a cyberat-
tack on its power grid that temporarily 
shut off electricity to part of western 
Ukraine. (RFE/RL, based on reporting by 
Reuters and unian.info)

Crimean Tatar activist’s detention extended

MOSCOW – A court in Russian-controlled 
Crimea has prolonged pretrial detention for 
jailed Crimean Tatar activist Ahtem Ciygoz 
for another three months. Mr. Ciygoz’s law-
yer, Nikolai Polozov, wrote on Twitter on 
December 12 that his client’s pretrial deten-
tion was prolonged until April 8, 2017. It 
had been set to end on January 8. Mr. Ciygoz 
is charged with organizing public disorder. 
He was detained in January 2015 in connec-
tion with unrest outside the Crimean 
Parliament on February 26, 2014, when 
Crimean Tatars and other pro-Ukrainian 
activists clashed with pro-Russian activists. 
The next day, armed men in uniforms with-
out insignia seized the Parliament building 
and the legislature voted to join Russia sev-
eral days later. After sending in troops, 
Russia cemented its control over Crimea in 
March 2014 by staging a referendum con-
demned as illegitimate by Ukraine, the 
United States, and a total of 100 U.N. mem-
ber states. The Moscow-based Memorial 
Human Rights Center has deemed Mr. 
Ciygoz a political prisoner. Rights groups say 
Crimean Tatars and others who opposed 
Russia’s takeover have faced discrimination 
and abuse at the hands of the Moscow-
imposed authorities. (RFE/RL)

Ukraine wins Open Government Award

KYIV – In the evening on December 7, the 
Ukrainian public e-procurement system 
ProZorro  won the first prize at the third 
annual Open Government Awards 2016 cer-
emony in Paris. This was announced by 
Maksym Nefyodov, first deputy minister of 
economic development and trade of 
Ukraine, on his page on Facebook page. 
“There were 70+ member countries of the 
global initiative in the field of open govern-
ment ...from the U.S.A. and France to 
Indonesia and Honduras. Who is the best in 
the world? Of course, Ukraine!!!” he rejoiced. 
Mr. Nefyodov thanked all the members of the 
team that worked on the creation of the sys-
tem: the Ministry of Economic Development 
and Trade of Ukraine, the state-owned 
enterprise Prozorro, Transparency 
International Ukraine, volunteers, platforms, 
IT developers, donors and Open Contracting. 
The public e-procurement system ProZorro 
has been working in Ukraine since February 
2015 as a part the reform in the field of pub-
lic procurement. In April of this year the cen-
tral authorities transferred their non-sub-
threshold tenders to the ProZorro system, 
and starting in August electronic public pro-
curements became obligatory for local gov-
ernments, housing and utility companies 
and other organizations funded by taxpay-
ers’ money. ProZorro has already received 
prestigious international awards this year. In 
May it was cited as “the best electronic pro-
curement system” at the World Procurement 
Awards 2016, and in September ProZorro 
won the Technology of the Future prize at 
the Communication on Top forum in Davos. 
(Ukraine Crisis Media Center)

Canada on solution to Ukrainian crisis 

BRUSSELS – During the summit of the 
OSCE Ministerial Council on December 8, 
Canadian Foreign Affairs Minister Stéphane 
Dion said that Ottawa does not recognize 
the illegal occupation of Crimea, which 
belongs to Ukraine. Minister Dion reaf-
firmed Canada’s continued support for 
Ukraine, reiterated Canada’s non-recogni-
tion of the illegal annexation of Crimea and 
pressed for a diplomatic resolution to the 
conflict that fully respects Ukraine’s sover-
eignty and territorial integrity. The diplo-

(Continued on page 21)

 ANALYSIS

by Grigory Ioffe
Eurasia Daily Monitor

On October 21, a regular Kyiv-Minsk 
flight by a Belavia (Belarusian state carrier) 
Boeing 737-800 passenger jet was inter-
rupted. At 3:36 p.m., Ukrainian air traffic 
control demanded that the airliner, which 
had 136 passengers on board and took off 
11 minutes earlier from Kyiv International 
Airport, immediately return to the 
Ukrainian capital. Disobeying this order 
risked fighter jets being sent to intercept the 
plane. After the Belavia plane returned to 
the airport of origin, law enforcement 
agents apprehended one passenger, Armen 
Martirosyan, a citizen of Armenia. However, 
he was quickly released and took the next 
scheduled flight to Minsk. Mr. Martirosyan is 
a columnist of the Russian site Ukraina.ru 
and an activist of the anti-Maidan move-
ment who used to reside in Kyiv but in 2014 
moved to Moscow (Tut.by, October 21).

The following day, Belarus’s Foreign 
Affairs Ministry delivered a note of protest to 
the Ukrainian chargé d’affaires in Minsk (the 
ambassador’s position is vacant). The initial 
statement of the Security Service of Ukraine 
in conjunction with the incident denied that 
a threat was ever made to send military 
interceptor jets (Tut.by, October 21–
November 15). In response, on November 1, 
Belarusian authorities released the record-
ing of the conversation between the air traf-
fic controller and the pilot. It confirmed that 
the threat took place (Tut.by, November 1). 
On November 10, President Petro 
Poroshenko of Ukraine delivered an apology 
to President Alyaksandr Lukashenka of 
Belarus (Lenta.ru, November 10). 

While the episode probably reflects noth-
ing more than a certain degree of chaos and 
mismanagement in Ukraine, it needlessly 
strained relations between the two countries.

Yet another such problematic episode 
took place on November 15, at the Third 
Committee (social, humanitarian and cul-
tural) of the United Nations General 
Assembly. Specifically, the Belarusian rep-
resentative to the U.N. attempted to block 
the debate over the alleged violations of 
human rights in Crimea and specifically in 
the city of Sevastopol. The attempt failed, 
however, and a four-page resolution accus-
ing Russia of violating the rights of Tatars 
and Ukrainians in “provisionally occupied 
Crimea” was adopted by majority vote. 
Belarus and 32 other countries, including 
China, Russia, India, Iran, Algeria and Cuba, 
voted against the resolution. 

The first deputy speaker of the Ukrainian 
Verkhovna Rada characterized Belarus’s 
behavior as a stab in the back. The press sec-
retary of the Belarusian Foreign Affairs 
Ministry replied by underscoring that 
Belarus’s position on Ukraine’s territorial 
integrity remains intact. However, the press 
secretary noted, Belarus is frequently the tar-
get of similar U.N. resolutions, and therefore it 
opposes the misuse of human rights criticism 
to push certain great power interests against 
target countries (Tut.by, November 16).

Responding to questions from a group of 
Russian journalists on November 17, 
President Lukashenka referred to Ukraine 
a couple of times. First, he shared his con-
cern that Belarus’s 1,200-kilometer-long 
border with Ukraine is crisscrossed by an 
ever-increasing flow of explosives and 
weaponry. Previously, this east-west flow of 
arms was channeled through the Baltic 
states and Ukraine; but now it has been 
rerouted through Belarus. Second, Mr. 
Lukashenka broached the idea of Belarus 
supervising local elections in the separatist 
(Russia-backed and occupied) regions of 

eastern Ukraine. He even suggested that 
the Belarusian army could potentially safe-
guard the 400-kilometer stretch of the bor-
der between Russia and those regions (Tut.
by, November 17).

For a number of years, Ukraine was the 
second-largest trading partner of Belarus. 
Their total trade achieved the highest level 
of $7.866 billion in 2012, with Belarus 
exporting more than it imported from its 
southern neighbor ($5.557 billion versus 
$2.309 billion). By 2015, the exchange had 
declined to merely $3.471 billion, with 
Belarus still enjoying a surplus (Eurasia.
expert, July 22). Some initiatives to reinvigo-
rate the bilateral trade turnover include the 
idea to use Belarusian refineries to process 
oil that Ukraine receives from third coun-
tries; to start jointly producing agricultural 
machinery (Tut.by, November 10); and to 
increase exports of Belarusian cement and 
jet fuel to Ukraine (Tut.by, November 10).

Due to the curtailing of direct passenger 
air traffic between Russia and Ukraine follow-
ing the outbreak of war in early 2014, most 
people traveling between these two countries 
choose the National Airport in Minsk as a lay-
over point. Consequently, this airport has 
achieved the status of a hub: its share of tran-
sit passengers has, for the first time, exceeded 
33 percent. On November 9, the 3-millionth 
passenger (since the beginning of 2016) was 
served at Minsk airport for the first time ever. 
By the end of the year, the volume of traffic is 
projected to reach about 3.5 million passen-
gers (Tut.by, November 2).

For Belarus, the costs and benefits of the 
ongoing conflict in neighboring Ukraine defy 
comparison. On the one hand, the perils of 
the nearby war are numerous, and the prec-
edent of forceful border changes in the 
wider region is dangerous – especially under 
a condition of blurred Belarusian identity 
and a de facto common language and infor-
mation space with Russia. On the other 
hand, Belarus’s role as the broker of peace 
has significantly boosted the international 
name recognition of this East European 
country. And the West’s interest in Belarus 
retaining its statehood has trumped democ-
racy promotion, so ties between the West 
and Belarus have been on the rise.

Above all, however, Belarus and Ukraine 
are culturally close and they share the same 
Soviet legacy and the same spatial niche, 
nestled between Russia and the main insti-
tutions of the Euro-Atlantic community – 
namely, the European Union and the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO). 

Against the backdrop of these powerful 
similarities, Belarus and Ukraine exemplify 
two strikingly different responses to compa-
rable geopolitical challenges of being locked 
in a zero-sum struggle between two large 
outside forces. Russia has long evinced this 
attitude of “you are either with ‘us’ or with 
‘them.’ ” But the EU behaved in a similar 
fashion when insisting (in 2013–2014) that 
the Association Agreement with Ukraine 
was incompatible with that country’s 
potential membership in the Custom Union 
with Russia, Belarus and Kazakhstan.

In the face of such challenges, Ukraine and 
Belarus made different choices. One 
(Ukraine) undertook a stark geopolitical 
reorientation under the assumption that its 
new allies will solve the ensuing problems; 
while the other (Belarus) declared its willing-
ness to maintain ties with both external cen-
ters of power, Russia and the West. Sooner or 
later, the verdict of history will be delivered.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

Belarus and Ukraine 
face strained relations
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New Putin doctrine says U.S. pressure ‘undermining’ global stability
by Carl Schreck

RFE/RL

Russian President Vladimir Putin has 
endorsed a new foreign-policy doctrine 
accusing the United States and its allies of 
undermining “global stability” by trying to 
“contain” Russia.

Mr. Putin said that Moscow had the 
right to “react harshly to unfriendly” 
moves by Washington.

The doctrine, published by the 
Russian government on December 1, 
continues a steady ratcheting up of 
rhetoric toward the West in official 
policy documents amid a sharp dete-
rioration in Moscow’s relations with 
the United States and the European 
Union in recent years.

Much of the language in the docu-
ment mirrors that of Mr. Putin’s previ-
ous foreign-policy doctrine, endorsed 
in 2013, and of his national security 
strategy published in December 2015.  

But the new doctrine raises the stakes 
when it comes to pressure on Moscow by 
the United States and its allies, which have 
targeted Russia with sanctions over its ille-
gal annexation of Ukraine’s Crimean penin-
sula in 2014 and its military support for 
separatists in eastern Ukraine.

The doctrine states that the dangers of 
such pressure extend beyond Russia’s bor-
ders.

“The policy of the United States and its 
allies to contain Russia and apply political, 
economic, informational and other pres-
sure undermines regional and global stabil-
ity,” the document says.

Russia has long protested against moves 
by Washington to target Russian officials 
and citizens with sanctions and extradi-

tions from third countries.
Moscow also accuses the United States 

of meddling in Russia’s internal affairs.
The new doctrine provides more details 

about how Moscow could respond, saying 
Russia “does not accept attempts to apply 
military, political, economic or other pres-
sure and reserves the right to react harshly 
to unfriendly actions, including by strength-
ening national defenses and adopting tit-
for-tat or asymmetrical measures.”

The Kremlin and senior Russian officials 
have voiced optimism about the prospects 
of a rapprochement with Washington 
under the administration of President-elect 
Donald Trump.

Mr. Trump has spoken positively about 
Mr. Putin and said he would like to mend 
ties with Moscow and bolster counterter-

rorism cooperation.
Current U.S. President Barack 

Obama in 2015 issued a new nation-
al-security strategy portraying Russia 
as a regional bully and a threat to 
global stability, a drastic shift from the 
collaborative tone of the previous 
document released amid his “reset” 
policy with Moscow in 2010.

Russia’s new foreign policy doc-
trine states that it is interested in 
building “mutually beneficial rela-
tions” with the United States, includ-
ing in the economic and scientific 
spheres. But it states that such coop-

eration is only possible on the basis of 
“equality, mutual respect of interests, and 
noninterference in one another’s internal 
affairs.”

The new doctrine leaves Russia’s posi-
tion on NATO largely unchanged, saying it 
is willing to work with the military alliance 
on the basis of an “equal partnership.” But 
it reiterates Moscow’s anger over the 
steady expansion of NATO toward Russia’s 
borders, which the alliance has repeatedly 

said does not constitute a threat to Russia.
The document accuses NATO of creating 

a “serious crisis in relations between Russia 
and Western governments.”

Like its predecessor, Mr. Putin’s latest 
foreign policy doctrine calls for the elimina-
tion of a visa regime between Russia and 
the EU, describing the restriction as “one of 
the main barriers” to developing broad ties 
between the two sides.

Both the previous and the new foreign 
policy doctrine stress the importance of 
relations with Germany, France, and Italy.

The Netherlands was cited in the 2013 
doctrine as well, but was not mentioned in 
the new document.

An international probe led by Dutch 
investigators has determined that a 
Russian missile fired from territory held by 
Russia-backed separatists in eastern 
Ukraine downed Malaysia Airlines Flight 17 
in July 2014, killing all 298 people on 
board. In October, Russia summoned the 
Dutch ambassador in Moscow to complain 
about the finding.

Mr. Putin’s previous foreign policy doc-
trine also singled out Britain as a potential 
key “channel” for cooperation with Europe. 
Britain also was not mentioned in the latest 
document.

(see http://www.rferl.org/a/russia-putin-
foreign-policy-doctrine-united-states-under-
mining-stability/28151016.html).

NEWS ANALYSIS

RFE/RL Crimea journalists
win David Burke Award

RFE/RL

WASHINGTON – The Broadcasting 
Board of Governors has recognized the pro-
fessionalism and courage of the RFE/RL 
Ukrainian Service’s Crimea desk by pre-
senting it with the 2016 David Burke 
Distinguished Journalism Award.

RFE/RL President Thomas Kent accept-
ed the prize on behalf of the journalists in a 
ceremony on December 1 presided over by 
BBG Chief Executive Officer John Lansing. 
Mr. Kent said the Crimea desk’s work pro-
vides “a lifeline for audiences in Crimea cut 
off from reliable local news” and “serves 
audiences everywhere that want the truth 
about what’s happening on the peninsula.”

The BBG paid special tribute to Crimea 
desk contributor Mykola Semena, who is 
under house arrest in Symferopol on charges 
of “extremism” brought by the peninsula’s 
Russia-backed authorities. Mr. Semena, 
whose arrest prevents him from leaving the 

peninsula to receive urgently needed medical 
care, was awarded the Eastern Partnership 
Civil Society Forum’s Pavel Sheremet 
Journalism Award in absentia in Brussels on 
November 28, and the National Union of 
Journalists of Ukraine’s Igor Lyubchenko 
Press Freedom Award on November 2. 

Launched in March 2014, just days after 
Russia annexed the peninsula, the Crimea 
desk, known locally as Krym.Realii, is vir-
tually the only remaining independent 
news source on the peninsula. It reports 
via radio, television, and mobile and digital 
platforms; its website is published in the 
Ukrainian, Russian and Crimean Tatar lan-
guages.

In 2015, the Russian research agency 
Medialogiya rated Krym.Realii the second 
most quoted news resource in Crimea, out-
ranking high-profile Kremlin media mouth-
pieces RIA-News-Crimea and the First 

Broadcasting Board of Governors CEO John Lansing (center) and RFE/RL President 
Thomas Kent (right), listen to recorded comments by RFE/RL Crimea journalist 

Mykola Semena at the 2016 David Burke Awards ceremony in Washington.

Martin Zvaners, RFE/RL

Russia’s new foreign policy 
doctrine says: “The policy 
of the United States and its 
allies to contain Russia and 
apply political, economic, 
informational and other 
pressure undermines regio-
nal and global stability.”

(Continued on page 30)

Ukraine Crisis Media Center

KYIV – European journalism faced a 
number of challenges that drew its atten-
tion away from the events in Ukraine. This 
includes inadequate funding that results in 
editors’ inability to assign their reporters, 
Brexit, and Syria, which supersedes the war 
in Donbas, as well as the world of social 
media, where false information is spread 
beyond control, said Andrea Rizzi, interna-
tional news editor at El Pais, Spain’s leading 
newspaper.

He spoke during a December 1 discus-
sion at Ukraine Crisis Media Center that 
took place as a part of sixth Spanish-
Ukrainian Forum of Journalism, whose 
topic was “Public Opinion and Civil Society 
in Times of Crisis: The Media Narrative.”

“We need to make changes, to invent 
new journalism able to communicate with 
the 21st century audience, producing con-
tent it requires. We need to learn to attract 
bigger audiences. We can’t neglect our prin-
ciples, though,” he said, referring to unveri-
fied information.

“This huge propaganda machine owned 
by [Russian President Vladimir] Putin – 
absolutely nothing stands against it. There is 
not a single institution or agency making its 
own propaganda – for we believe our values 
are so nice and self-explanatory that they 
don’t need being propagated; nevertheless, 
we have to do it,” added Gerardo Bugallo 
Ottone, ambassador extraordinary and pleni-
potentiary of Kingdom of Spain to Ukraine.

The information war

Stanislav Yasynskyi, a journalist with 
1+1 TV Channel, said he believes that 
Ukraine is losing the Donbas because of the 
absence of information and proliferation of 
propaganda there. “Russia was getting 
ready for the war with Ukraine in advance. 

They united all their state media in a 
mighty consortium, Russia Today, which 
includes not only journalists, but analysts, 
information psychology experts… It is an 
extremely powerful network able to deliver 
any necessary information all over the 
world in seconds for huge money. What can 
we put up against it? Unfortunately, almost 
nothing,” stated the journalist. 

Mr. Yasynskyi noted that Russia was sys-
temically increasing its audience, promot-
ing its content. “The audience in the 
Donbas does not want to see ‘treason’ and 
what is happening in Kyiv. They want to 
compare the prices in the occupied territo-
ries with their prices. They watch Russian 
TV because their propaganda offers stabili-
ty and hope for a better future, so they trust 
Putin,” he explained.

He said radio faces the same problems. 
Army FM radio should broadcast on all fre-
quencies, but it cannot get a license due to 
the bureaucracy. “This means they broad-
cast only on frequencies where they reached 
agreements with commercial radio stations. 
They treat it as treason in the east,” he 
emphasized. It would be possible to cover 
certain areas in the Russian Federation on 
short-wave frequencies and broadcast in 
Russian there, Mr. Yasynskyi continued. 
Moreover, there are enough journalists who 
serve in Ukraine’s armed forces – they could 
publish their own newspapers, but they 
have no printers to publish materials.

Public communications

Mustafa Nayyem, a journalist who is a 
member of the Ukrainian Parliament, said 
he believes that Ukrainian officials still 
have not learned to communicate with 
society in the proper manner. 

“Communication is an official’s duty to 

Experts discuss information 
warfare, Ukraine and Europe

(Continued on page 30)
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Ukrainian president rejects fugitive lawmaker’s corruption accusations

RFE/RL

More than two years after his election to the Ukrainian 
Parliament on a wave of popular anger over political and 
economic rot in the corridors of power, Oleksandr 
Onyshchenko, by his own account, got his hands plenty 
dirty.

The 47-year-old Mr. Onyshchenko insists he was a loyal 
political lieutenant of President Petro Poroshenko, serving 
as a middleman for the wartime president’s inner circle, 
smearing a prime minister and ensuring that bribes were 
paid in good order.

But it all came crashing down for the former Olympic 
equestrian-turned-politician in July, when his fellow law-
makers consented to the Ukrainian prosecutor general’s 
request to strip him of his parliamentary immunity to put 
him on trial for an alleged massive embezzlement scheme 
involving a state-owned gas company and millions in kick-
backs.

Mr. Onyshchenko had fled Ukraine weeks earlier and 
has repeatedly proclaimed his innocence from abroad. 

But his counterpunch at Kyiv landed earlier this month, 
just as the Security Service of Ukraine (SBU) launched a 
treason case against the former lawmaker.

Mr. Onyshchenko told Current Time TV and other media 
from his self-exile – he is reportedly seeking political asy-
lum in the United Kingdom – that he has damning record-
ings and digital evidence against President Poroshenko.

He added that he has handed materials over to the FBI, 
which falls under the U.S. Department of Justice. 

“I gave [the Americans] documents that confirm the cor-
ruption of President Poroshenko. That’s all,” Mr. 
Onyshchenko told Current Time TV, the Russian-language 
network run by RFE/RL and VOA in a Skype interview on 
December 2. He asked that his location not be disclosed, 
saying he fears for his personal safety.

Mr. Poroshenko’s office on December 7 dismissed Mr. 
Onyshchenko’s accusations as “absolutely false,” telling 
RFE/RL: “They are the expedient fiction of the suspect.” 

The statement said that Ukrainian authorities suspect 
Mr. Onyshchenko of “having created an organized crimi-
nal group” that cost the state some 1.6 billion hrv ($62 
million).

“To avoid punishment,” the presidential office added, 

Shock waves extend abroad
“Mr. Onyshchenko tries to politicize his criminal case and 
pretends to be a victim of political repressions.”

Mr. Onyshchenko’s accusations are extraordinary, even 
by the notorious standards of Ukrainian politics. And they 
are unusual in that he purportedly made audio recordings 
and kept SMS text messages during his time as a 
Poroshenko ally.

But what may be the most explosive element to this saga 
is Mr. Onyshchenko’s claim that he turned over his materi-
als to the U.S. Justice Department to investigate Mr. 
Poroshenko himself – the man Washington and much of 
Europe has thrown its support behind to stabilize the 
country amid Russian aggression.

“I was there with him for two years. I watched. I fol-
lowed all negotiations that he did, with [Kyiv Mayor Vitaly] 
Klitschko [and] with many deputies,” Mr. Onyshchenko 
said. “I was on the president’s team, directly fulfilling his 
orders,” he added.

Mr. Poroshenko’s office rejected any such cooperation in 
its December 7 statement, saying Mr. Onyshchenko “made 
up a story about ‘membership in a team’ ” and adding, 
“People of such reputation cannot be members of a team.”

U.S. authorities have refused to comment on Mr. 
Onyshchenko’s claim that he turned over documents or 
audio recordings. The U.S. Embassy in Kyiv referred all 
questions to the U.S. Justice Department.

In Washington, Justice Department spokesman Peter 
Carr refused to confirm or deny specifically whether the 
department had received any materials or met with Mr. 
Onyshchenko.

“Speaking generally, it is common for individuals to 
request to meet with the Justice Department to provide 
information – and while department prosecutors and law-
enforcement agents will attempt to meet to gather poten-
tial information on alleged violations of U.S. law, the mere 
fact of a meeting is not an indication that such violations 
have occurred or that the individual’s information is con-
sidered to be accurate,” Mr. Carr told RFE/RL in an e-mail.

Ukraine’s ambassador to the United States, Valeriy 
Chaly, declined to say whether he knew if Mr. Onyshchenko 
had indeed provided materials to the Justice Department.

Ukraine is regularly ranked among one of the most cor-
rupt countries in the world, and allegations of double deal-
ing, inflated contracts, bribery, and other claims among 
business and political elites are common.

International financial institutions have warned Kyiv 
that its lack of reform and persistent corruption threaten 
billions in crucial aid that has helped keep the country 
afloat since its invasion by Russian forces to seize Crimea 
in 2014 and a continuing war against Russia-backed sepa-
ratists in the Donetsk and Luhansk regions in eastern 
Ukraine.

Mr. Poroshenko has also faced repeated allegations of 
corruption, many dating to business holdings that have 
included chocolate manufacturer Roshen and the Channel 
5 TV station.

The taint has led to the resignation of several prominent 
ministers and other leading officials who were brought in 
by Mr. Poroshenko to help clean up the country’s books 
and its image. 

In February, Lithuanian-born Economy Minister Aivaras 
Abromavicius announced his resignation, citing a “sharp 

escalation in efforts to block systemic and important 
reforms.”

Mikheil Saakashvili, the boisterous former Georgian 
president who was brought on by Mr. Poroshenko to gov-
ern the Odesa region, resigned last month and accused Mr. 
Poroshenko of dishonesty and of sabotaging crucial 
reforms.

For his part, Mr. Onyshchenko entered Parliament in 
2014 as a member of Mr. Poroshenko’s political faction.

He reportedly fled the country in June amid word of a 
criminal investigation into his businesses, including an 
alleged huge natural-gas fraud at a state energy company.

In July, lawmakers stripped him of his parliamentary 
immunity, opening the way for criminal prosecution.

In his interview with RFE/RL’s Current Time TV, Mr. 
Onyshchenko said he was directly responsible for fulfilling 
Mr. Poroshenko’s orders.

He said that included a complex scheme to drive down 
the approval ratings of Ukraine’s prime minister, Arseniy 
Yatsenyuk, to make way for a Poroshenko ally. Mr. 
Yatsenyuk was a technocrat respected by the West, but 
seen in some Ukrainian business circles as an obstacle to 
the kind of shady side deals that flabbergast would-be 
reformers. 

“During this period, it was necessary to shore up 
[Poroshenko’s] power, since, when he became president, 
power was in effect held by the prime minister,” Mr. 
Onyshchenko told Current Time TV. “That is, the entire 
Cabinet practically answered to Yatsenyuk. Poroshenko, 
accordingly, considered Yatsenyuk his enemy, a person 
who bothers him, who interferes...”

Mr. Yatsenyuk resigned in April and was followed by 
Volodymyr Hroysman, a member of the ruling Petro 
Poroshenko Bloc seen by some as politically indebted to 
the president.

Mr. Poroshenko’s popularity has waned as Ukrainians 
battle economic hardship fueled in part by Russia’s land 
grab in Crimea and Kyiv’s continuing fight against Russia-
backed separatists.

But he has seen high-profile setbacks of late, including 
revelations that he avoided declaring a luxury Spanish villa 
in asset declarations and impediments to his effort to reach 
a deal with the European Union on visa-free travel to the 
bloc for Ukrainians. [The visa-free travel was finally 
approved on December 8.]

Still, a November poll by the Kyiv-based Razumkov 
Center suggested that if presidential elections were held 
today in Ukraine, Poroshenko would lead vote-getters with 
around 16 percent, followed by former Orange Revolution 
leader and ex-Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko (11.5 per-
cent) and former Energy Minister and Opposition Bloc 
leader Yuriy Boyko (9.4 percent). 

Based on an interview for Current Time TV by Timur 
Olevskiy and Saken Aymurzaev, with reporting by RFE/RL 
correspondents Christopher Miller in Kyiv and Mike Eckel in 
Washington and contributions by Andy Heil in Prague

Copyright 2016, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted with the permis-
sion of Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut 
Ave. NW, Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see http://
www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-onyshchenko-corruption-allega-
tions-shock-waves-poroshenko-ally/28161883.html).

Investigative chief alleges
Oleksandr Onyshchenko 

may have spied for Russia 
RFE/RL

KYIV – The head of investigations in the Security 
Service of Ukraine (SBU) has charged that 
Ukrainian lawmaker Oleksandr Onyshchenko may 
have been spying for Russia.

Hryhoriy Ostafiychuk, head of the SBU’s Main 
Investigative Directorate, told reporters in Kyiv on 
December 1 that the SBU had obtained evidence 
that suggests treasonous activities by Mr. 
Onyshchenko.

Mr. Ostafiychuk alleged that Mr. Onyshchenko 
obtained a Russian passport from Russian authori-
ties in exchange for assisting Russian secret servic-
es to destabilize Ukraine.

He also said that Mr. Onyshchenko had been pre-
paring “a mass information attack” against Ukraine.

Mr. Onyshchenko left Ukraine for a European 
country in July after the legislature stripped him of 
his parliamentary immunity in the wake of an inves-
tigation into his alleged involvement in illegal natu-
ral-gas sales.

Mr. Onyshchenko rejected Mr. Ostafiychuk’s alle-
gations – denying that he had Russian citizenship 
and suggesting he was facing a backlash from 
authorities because he gave evidence to U.S. intelli-
gence officials on November 29 about what he 
described as illegal activities by Ukrainian 
President Petro Poroshenko.

Based on reporting by UNIAN and Pravda.com.ua.

Quotable notes
“Friends and colleagues, we meet in Hamburg today to reaffirm the same idea that tied us together in 

Helsinki 41 years ago: that our collective security is directly linked to the growth of our economies and the 
protection of basic human rights.

“…Our task begins in actions where places of violence and assaults on human dignity persist, even where a 
clear path to peace is staring us in the face.

“…the conflict in the Donbas and the occupation of Crimea have gone on for too long, and at tremendous 
human cost on both sides of the line of contact. It is in the interests of all concerned to end the suffering and 
the stalemate, and that is why the United States continues to support France and Germany in their efforts as 
mediators within the Normandy format. It’s why we strongly back the Trilateral Contact Group of the OSCE, 
Ukraine and Russia. It’s why we renew our call for full implementation of the Minsk agreements. And it’s why 
we are so appreciative of everything done by the OSCE Special Monitoring Mission.

“At the same time, we must not allow ongoing violence and occupation to obscure the longer-term chal-
lenge that Ukraine is tackling: the task of building a healthy democracy with institutions that deliver. And the 
fight against corruption and for reform is what the people of Ukraine rightly recognize as the decisive battle-
field. That’s what they signed up for, and their determination to live in a democratic society governed by the 
rule of law demands our support. …”

– U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry, speaking on December 8 in Hamburg, Germany, at the opening session of 
the Ministerial Council of the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE).
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Chaplain to Ukraine’s armed forces addresses community in Albany
by Andrij O. Baran 

WATERVLIET, N.Y. – On December 9, the 
Ukrainian community of the Albany area 
had the privilege of meeting with Father 
Ivan Howhera, who described his experi-
ences ministering to the wounded and 
dying fighters and soldiers on the Maidan 
and in the Donbas.

The assembly was sponsored by the 
New York State Capital District of the 
Ukrainian Congress Committee of America 
and took place at the Ukrainian Club in 
Watervliet.

Father Howhera began the assembly 
with a prayer and then discussed the con-
text which led to his personal decision to go 
to the Maidan and then to the Donbas.ver of 
western Ukraine, the Ukrainian people 
were faced with three choices. Each choice 
ultimately performed the will of God. There 
were those who fled to the West, and by 
doing so enriched the culture and the 
strength of the diaspora, which was crucial 
in the preservation of the Ukrainian identi-
ty. There were those who would not, or 
could not, escape and – by refusing to coop-
erate with the Soviet regime – accepted 
imprisonment, exile to Siberia or martyr-
dom. In choosing this road, these patriots 
became an inspiration and heroes to their 
countrymen. The third group were those 
who stayed and tacitly tolerated the 
oppressors for their own survival. 

Father Howhera stated that each of these 
groups is owed gratitude for the unique role 
each played for the good of Ukraine.

The clergy who stayed were faced with 
this extraordinary moral dilemma. They 
could refuse to go over to Orthodoxy and 
accept exile, but this would leave their par-
ishes without a pastor who cared for the 
Ukrainian people, and assuredly would 

lead to a replacement chosen by the Soviet 
government, who then would be free to 
indoctrinate the people to their will. And 
so, with heavy hearts, many decided that it 
would serve their parishioners best if they 
did not let a “wolf in amongst the sheep.” 
They accepted the stigma of submitting to a 
superficial conversion, while always striv-
ing to protect their charges from the enemy. 
They unquestioningly administered to the 
spiritual needs of both Orthodox and 
Catholic, thus keeping the faithful united in 
a Ukrainian Church. 

The quiet struggle of the priests compris-
ing this third group bore fruit in 1989 when, 
given the opportunity of freedom with the 
lifting of the ban against the Ukrainian 
Greek-Catholic Church, almost overnight 
one parish after another declared itself as 
being Ukrainian Catholic. He related how joy-
ous it was to see Ukraine become indepen-
dent in 1991 with a “bloodless” revolution. 

Yet, said Father Howhera, somehow that 

“bloodless” label sat uneasily upon the 
hearts of many, for “the devil does not let go 
of his booty so easily.” Father Howhera 
described the elation of the people with the 
outbreak of the Orange Revolution, and the 
bitter disappointment when reform never 
came and “the devil returned.” Despair and 
apathy reigned. “The people rose up once 
and it was for naught, they will never rise 
again” was on the lips of many, he related.

The Ukrainian people, however, are a 
stubborn lot, and when the Yanukovych 
administration showed its hand by refusing 
the path toward Europe, turning instead to 
Russia, it was the youth who fought back. 
They fought in a Revolution of Dignity for 
their future and the future of their country. 
It started with a trickle, then a stream and 
ultimately a torrent of a million ordinary 
people gathering on the Maidan. Father 
Howhera said he could not sit idly by. On 
his own, he went to the Maidan, to provide 
religious services, hear confessions and 

give council to those who were braving the 
bitter cold to demand their freedom. 

He described how the people of Kyiv 
warmly greeted them, not only joining 
them in protest, but seeing to it that no one 
went hungry and that everyone was pro-
vided for. All this happened spontaneously. 
People did not have to be told what to do. 
Each one would look to see what was need-
ed and did his best to fill that need. Father 
Howhera, and other priests like him, filled 
the spiritual needs of the people. 

Then the beatings started and the blood 
flowed. He described how the protesters, 
with only construction caps for protection 
and sticks for weapons, withstood the 
onslaught of the Berkut special forces fully 
clad in riot gear. 

Then the shooting started. Father 
described how he would go from one 
young protester to another, shot in the back 
or in the face, and pray with them as their 
young lives slipped away. He said one 
young boy clutched his hand as he tried 
desperately to cling to life, and how, having 
said prayers with him, father had to tear 
himself away, because there were so many 
others yet unattended. Others, arriving to 
replace the fallen, asked father to bless 
them as they were going to their deaths.

Father Howhera did as they asked, but 
insisted on blessing them for life, and they 
went forward to do what their conscience 
demanded of them. Wherever a priest 
appeared, there would be a rally in morale, as 
the people would see that their pastors had 
not abandoned them in their hour of need.

After the Maidan was over, the invasion 
came. Father Howhera related how news 
came to his parish that a son of one of the 
parishioners had fallen and that someone 

Father Ivan Howhera (right) with Dr. Andrij O. Baran, president of the New York 
State Capital District of the Ukrainian Congress Committee of America.

(Continued on page 30)

Roman Karpishka Jr.
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Dear readers, are you done with your Christmas shopping? Have you taken care 
of everyone on your list? But what about your favorite charities and organizations? 
Have you taken care of them at this gift-giving time of year?

There’s still time during the Christmas season – which for Ukrainians extends 
over two calendars, the Gregorian and the Julian – to help those in need and to sup-
port those deserving of our gratitude.

Here are some examples of how our readers and community members have been 
responding.

Members of both Plast Ukrainian Scouting Organization and the Ukrainian 
American Youth Association have been sending packages to Ukraine to brighten the 
lives of children whose parents were or are participants of the war in Ukraine’s 
Donbas. Many of them are also internally displaced and now live in regions far from 
home. One Plast group in our area sent hats, gloves and scarves to children who now 
live in western Ukraine and the package arrived just before the latest cold spell hit 
the region. UAYA members in our area and beyond sent a variety of gifts – clothing, 
toys, school backpacks, etc. – to various parts of Ukraine. According to a post on 
Facebook, the gifts are now being distributed in the Khmelnytsky region. What is 
notable is that both Plast and UAYA are working with their organizations’ colleagues 
on the ground, who know what is most needed and where.

The United Ukrainian American Relief Committee, which has a track record of 
service to needy Ukrainians that spans more than seven decades, provided over $1 
million in aid to Ukraine in 2015 alone. This year it continues its good work through 
programs such as “Adopt a Wounded Ukrainian Soldier,” which has now served over 
480 soldiers since it was begun in November 2014; and “Family to Family,” which 
helps families of deceased and wounded soldiers, as well as refugees, who find 
themselves in difficult circumstances.

The Ukrainian National Women’s League of America has a number of ongoing 
projects to help our brothers and sisters in Ukraine. Among them is one that helps 
needy elderly women through the “Babusia Fund” and another that supports 
“Prostir Nadiyi,” the new Mental Health Institute at Lviv’s Ukrainian Catholic 
University that treats those suffering from PTSD.

These are only a scant few examples of the good work being done by our fellow 
community members and our organizations, and we’re sure there are plenty of oth-
ers that our readers know about. So, we ask you to think again about whether you’ve 
fulfilled your Christmas list in this season of giving.

The Ukrainian Weekly

Eight years ago, on December 19, 2008, the United States and 
Ukraine signed a “Charter on Strategic Partnership” in an affir-
mation of the deepening of the security, economic, energy and 
other aspects of the bilateral relationship. And in the last sen-
tence of the charter document, the U.S. announced its intention 
to open a U.S. diplomatic post in Symferopol. “Ukraine welcomes 

the United States’ intention to establish an American diplomatic presence (American 
Presence Post) in Symferopol.”

The document was signed at the U.S. State Department in Washington by U.S. Secretary 
of State Condoleezza Rice and Ukrainian Foreign Affairs Minister Volodymyr Ohryzko.

During a press briefing, State Department Spokesman Sean McCormack said the matter 
of opening a diplomatic presence in Crimea was a bilateral matter between the U.S. and 
Ukraine, and if the Russian government “chooses to be upset” by this, “well, there’s not 
much I can do about that.” The presence, he explained, would include one or two diplo-
mats who would be tasked with working on cultural exchanges, events and political 
reporting, among other duties.

Mr. Ohryzko noted that U.S.-Ukraine relations “have truly attained the level of a strate-
gic partnership” in such areas as defense, security, the economy, human rights, cultural 
and people-to-people contacts. With an increased presence of the United States in 
Ukraine, particularly Crimea, Mr. Ohryzko underscored that it was very important to 
increase our contacts in the regions of Ukraine.

The first part of the charter states that “support for each other’s sovereignty, indepen-
dence, territorial integrity and inviolability of borders constitutes the foundation of our 
bilateral relations.” A “strong, independent and democratic Ukraine” was a shared vital 
interest and that integration into Euro-Atlantic institutions was “a mutual priority.” This 
expanded cooperation and support of Ukraine’s candidacy for NATO membership was to 
include “enhanced training and equipment for Ukrainian armed forces.”

Other areas of cooperation included strengthening democratic institutions, enhancing 
law enforcement against common threats such as terrorism, organized crime, trafficking, 
money laundering and cyber crime.

Regarding Crimea, Mr. Ohryzko said that just as the Balaklava submarine base was 
decommissioned and saw the area developed into a tourist attraction with hotels, restau-
rants and the like, Sevastopol could also enjoy that same transformation and economic 
development. 

Ukraine had no intention of extending the leasing agreement with Russia that was set 
to expire in 2017, but following the election of Viktor Yanukovych as president, a new 
lease known as the Kharkiv Pact was signed in 2011 and extended the basing of the 
Russian Black Sea Fleet at Sevastopol until 2042. With Russia’s annexation of the peninsu-
la, all of these basing agreements at Sevastopol have been determined by Russia to be null 
and void.

Source: “U.S. and Ukraine affirm relations in Charter on Strategic Partnership,” by Yaro 
Bihun, The Ukrainian Weekly, December 28, 2008.

Dec. 
19
2008

Turning the pages back...

Pastoral message of the Ukrainian 
Catholic hierarchy of the U.S.A. to our clergy, 
hieromonks and brothers, religious sisters, 
seminarians and beloved faithful.

Christ is Born!
Once again we focus our attention and 

recall with affection and devotion the mar-
velous miracle in which “the Word was 
made flesh and dwelt among us” (Jn. 1:14). 
The God-Man Jesus, sent by our merciful 
Father with love to all of humanity, came to 
save us from sin and from ourselves. Jesus 
came to empower us to live life to the full. It 
is little wonder, then, that the Story of 
Christmas is so appealing to young and old 
and to rich and poor alike. 

Well before December 25, we become 
preoccupied with Christmas preparations. 
Beyond all this, one searches for the true 
Spirit of Christmas in order to lift our indi-
vidual and collective spirits to reflect again 
on the celestial chorus: “Glory to God in the 
highest heaven, and peace to all who enjoy 
His favor” (Lk. 2:14). We can catch a 
glimpse of the Spirit of Christmas as we 
savor the fellowship enjoyed by our fami-
lies whose members gather from far and 
wide to be together for our Christmas Eve 
Holy Supper. And yet, such fellowship is but 
a shadow of that divine fellowship enjoyed 
by all mankind as a result of the Birth of the 
Second Person of the Most Holy Trinity. “To 
all who did accept Him He gave power to 
become Children of God” (Jn. 1:12) indi-
cates a radical change which this divine fel-
lowship entails: God became human so that 
human beings might become like unto God.

Therefore, the celebration of Christmas 
ought to raise certain questions for each 
one of us. How is my personal life affected? 
How does the Christmas Event relate to our 
society with all its challenges? If we travel 
mentally around the world, what do we 
see? Violence of all sorts, physical and sexu-
al abuse, violation of the rights of the 
unborn and defenseless, unconcern for the 
poor and migrant, abandonment of chil-
dren and the elderly, the unjust aggressions 
suffered by Ukraine, the horrific massacres 
in the Middle East and Africa, are a fraction 
of our society’s illness which should cause 
us to wonder if the story of Christmas will 
ever succeed in getting across to all people 
its principal message. That message is sim-
ply that the salvation of each of us must be 
through love and in love. This fantastic 
message of Christmas is, for very many, the 
greatest secret still yet to be fathomed: 
God’s love for all has been revealed in the 
Word made flesh!

This greatest secret revealed in humani-
ty of God’s only-begotten Son is like the sun 
radiating sunshine to one and all. Likewise, 
all of us who are receptive of God’s “great-
est secret” personified in our Lord Jesus 
Christ, must show some sort of transforma-
tion. That is precisely what is signified in 
the Christmas Story told over and over 
again in every language and to all people. 

Our Lord Jesus Christ was born in the 
shadows of an incredulous world. Of all 
peoples, the Christmas miracle was first 
announced to shepherds, so-called insignif-
icant people of Bethlehem. Considered to 
be on the lowest rung of society’s rating, 
those shepherds chosen by God must have 
had their self-esteem and self-worth lifted 
to high heaven when they heard the Good 
News proclaimed: “Behold I bring you 
news of great joy, a joy to be shared by all 
people. Today in the town of David, a Savior 
has been born to you: He is Christ the Lord” 
(Lk. 2:10-11).

Convinced of the great love which 
Christmas reveals, we receive power to 
become children of God. Realizing that 
power from God-made-Man, we can then 
proclaim by word and example, at home 
and in society, that which underlines all the 
fellowship, carol-singing, gift-giving and 
merry-making: “Yes, God loved the world 
so much that He gave His only Son, so that 
everyone who believes in Him may not be 
lost but may have eternal life” (Jn. 3:16). 
That is why we joyfully and devoutly 
exclaim, “Christ is born. Glorify Him!”

A blessed and joyous Christmas to all of 
you. May the mystery of Jesus’ Birth bring 
you the grace to renew yourself and live a 
God-centered Christian life all through the 
New Year!

Christ is Born!

+ Stefan Soroka  
Archbishop of Philadelphia for Ukrainians, 

Metropolitan of Ukrainian Catholics  
in the United States

+ Paul Chomnycky, OSBM 
Eparch of Stamford

+ Bohdan Danylo 
Eparch of St. Josaphat in Parma

+John Bura (author) 
Auxiliary Bishop of Philadelphia

Very Rev. Richard Janowicz,  
Apostolic Administrator St. Nicholas 

Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy in Chicago.

Christmas 2016

May the mystery of Jesus’ Birth
bring you the grace to renew yourself

Christmastime giving

 CHRISTMAS PASTORAL LETTER

“Christmas Carolers” (watercolor, 1999) by Luba Maksymchuk, from a card pub-
lished that year by the Ukrainian National Association.
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M e m b e r  o f  P a r l i a m e n t  B o r y s 
Wrzesnewskyj (Etobicoke Center in Ontario) 
spoke on December 7 in the House of 
Commons on Bill C-306, the Crimean Tatar 
Deportation (“Sürgünlik”) Memorial Day 
Act. Following is the text of his remarks.

Crimea’s seductive beauty has enchant-
ed visitors over the centuries. It is also the 
ancestral home of the Crimean Tatars. As 
blessed as Crimea is in natural beauty, trag-
ic has been the history of its indigenous 
peoples, the Crimean Tatars.

The Crimean Tatars evolved from an 
amalgam of tribes who have lived in Crimea 
since time immemorial. The indigenous 
people of the peninsula came to be known 
as Tats, a term to describe converts to Islam 
not of pure Turkic descent. The Tats were 
the dominant demographic grouping of the 
peninsula, and along with the neighboring 
Nogai Steppe Tatars, they evolved into the 
ethnicity of the Crimean Tatars.

A Crimean Tatar polity emerged on the 
maps of Europe as a formal state in 1449, 
the Crimean Tatar Khanate. Why these eth-
nographical and historical facts are of such 
importance is that President [Vladimir] 
Putin’s justification for the most recent 
Russian military invasion and annexation 
of Crimea is based on a false narrative that 
Crimea is historically Russian.

The correct historical narrative is that 
once again Crimean Tatars are suffering 
ethnically targeted arbitrary arrests, tor-
ture and disappearances as a consequence 
of Kremlin imperialism. The current 
repression of Crimean Tatars has been doc-
umented by numerous international 
human rights organizations, such as the 
Crimean Human Rights Group and the 
Human Rights Information Center in their 
joint report “Peninsula of Fear.”

How did Putin’s Kremlin arrive at its 

false narrative that Crimea is historically 
Russian land with Crimean Tatars an incon-
venient reality, a reality to be dealt with by 
policies that echo tsarist and Soviet policy?

In 1449 when the indigenous peoples of 
Crimea formed their state, the Crimean 
Tatar Khanate, the borders of Russia’s pre-
decessor state, the Principality of Muscovy, 
were over 1,000 kilometers distant. In 
1783, 340 years later, the Russian empire 
invaded and annexed Crimea for the first 
time. So began Russian occupation of 
Crimea, which continued for 160 years 
until 1954. Notably, Crimean Tatars formed 
80 percent of the peninsula’s population 
during the first 100 years of occupation. 
Russia’s 160-year occupation was a period 
of multiple ethnic cleansings, culminating 
with the Qara Kün, the Black Day of 1944.

Following the annexation of Crimea, 
among other atrocities, Catherine the Great 
deported all of the Christian Crimean Tatars 
to die in the frozen steppes. This was fol-
lowed by mass deportations of Muslim 
Crimean Tatars to Turkey in 1812, 1855, the 
1860s,  the 1880s and in 1918. 
Notwithstanding those deportations, at the 
beginning of the 20th century, the Crimean 
Tatars continued to constitute the largest 
ethnicity of Crimea.

Towards the conclusion of World War II, 
Stalin, a sequential practitioner of genocide, 
decided to eliminate the Crimean Tatars 
once and for all. It was a time when the infa-
mous phrase “net naroda, net problemy,” or 
“no people, no problem,” was frequently 
invoked.

A number of nations have a self-image 
defined by genocidal horror: the Armenians 
by the Meds Yeghern, the Ukrainians by the 
Holodomor, the Jews by the Shoah and the 
Crimean Tatars by the Sürgünlik.

Wrzesnewskyj on Crimean Tatar genocide

  FOR THE RECORD

Canadians, indeed the entire democratic 
world, are concerned about the foreign poli-
cy positions articulated by President-elect 
Donald Trump. The Canadian Group for 
Democracy in Ukraine (cg4du.blogspot.
com) has written a letter to Canada’s Prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau, setting out some of 
the key foreign policy issues for democratic-
minded Canadians regarding Ukraine.

I am a founding member and a co-writer 
of the letter. It is offered in my column with 
the view that other groups and individuals 
will produce similar policy positions 
addressed to authorities because in democ-
racies silence means agreement. Act now!

*  *  *
Dear Prime Minister:
We are very fortunate in Canada to have 

the right to provide input to our country’s 
policy deliberations. We thank you for hav-
ing previously considered our positions, 
including that on NATO, formulated in our 
letter of June 22, 2016. We sincerely hope 
that our ongoing inputs will continue to be 
helpful in determining the best options pos-
sible for these complex and uncertain times.

No doubt, you and your officials will be 
communicating further with President-
elect Donald Trump and the counterparts 
of his transition team. Through you, we 
extend our best wishes to the newly elect-
ed leader of our fine neighbor and hope 
that our relations will continue in the ami-
cable and productive manner.

In your discussions with the president-
elect we ask you, at this time, to focus on a 
key global issue: Russia’s war in Ukraine. It 
is generally viewed that he does not exhibit 
sufficient awareness of the seriousness of 
the situation and its long-term impact on 
the world. As the prime minister who visit-
ed Ukraine early in your mandate – 
cheered on by most democrats in Canada, 
indeed around the world – you have first-
hand knowledge of the situation. Ukraine is 
the only country holding firm against 
Russia’s global expansionism and illegal 
grab of internationally designated sover-
eign territory at the cost of all the atten-
dant horror that has wrought. We believe 
that Canada’s views on this matter can 
impact positively on America’s position 
and ultimately contribute towards a just 
outcome for Ukraine. Equally important, it 
can act as a damper on Russia’s further 
designs on other sovereign states and in so 
doing reduce strife and further erosion of 
peace and security around the globe.

While we agree that economic coopera-
tion, as highlighted by the Mr. Trump’s early 
conversation with Russia’s president, is a 
desirable goal for the United States – 
Canada, too – we caution that it not be done 
at the expense of ignoring Russia’s interna-
tional transgressions. Stronger economic 
ties must be preceded by Russia’s adher-
ence to international commitments, includ-
ing the Budapest and the Minsk accords: 
Russia must pull away from Ukraine and 
remove its proxies from Donbas.

For this reason, Mr. Trump needs to 
understand that Canada will lend strong 
support to ongoing economic sanctions 
against Russia.

Next, we ask you to underscore Canada’s 
commitment to NATO. It is in the free 
world’s interest to check Russia’s aggres-
sion. Historically, the alliance has been 
most effective in doing so. It is most certain 

that, had Georgia and Ukraine been mem-
bers, Russia would not have had the temer-
ity to annex their sovereign lands or invade 
Ukraine’s Donbas.

Of course, Russia prefers not to have 
NATO stand up to its aggression. It, there-
fore, misses few opportunities to be its 
strongest critic and advances notions of 
other military alliances that include its 
membership.

It’s important that the president-elect 
understand that Canada is committed to 
NATO and that any other military alliance, 
which includes Russia, will be viewed as a 
non-starter while it pursues global terror-
ism. Moreover, should the people of 
Ukraine seek membership in the alliance, 
Canada will support it.

Finally, it appears that the initial talk 
between Messrs. Trump and Putin includ-
ed their agreement to cooperate on “terror-
ism and extremism.”

It is hard for us to be sanguine on this 
matter given Russia’s duplicity and dire 
consequences in Syria – despite its agree-
ment to “cooperate” – or its failure to 
adhere to the Minsk agreements. When 
regimes act like terrorists, it is unaccept-
able for democracies to support them; 
when a supposed ally betrays trust, repen-
tance first, rather than further cooperation 
with the culprit, must be the norm.

Please remind the president-elect that in 
Ukraine Russia, not ISIS, is the terrorist. 
Creating chaos in Europe, while supposedly 
committing to solving terrorism elsewhere, 
is an unacceptable double-standard. It is 
unlikely to bring the desired peace and 
security that Mr. Putin often refers to while 
creating havoc.

We ask Canada to offer Mr. Trump cau-
tionary comments on these murky designa-
tions – terrorism and extremism – as they 
have dangerous implications at home as 
well. Both are loaded with potential threats 
to such human liberties and rights as free-
dom of assembly, organization, free speech 
and media. Please stress that Canada is 
deeply concerned with Russia’s tactics of 
suppressing citizen rights in the name of 
fighting terrorism and extremism, including 
the banning of peaceful demonstrations, 
arrests and questionable deaths of opposi-
tion leaders, as well as over 100 journalists. 
In annexed Crimea, Russia is persecuting 
the indigenous Tatars, while abducting, 
imprisoning and torturing other dissidents 
in the name of ensuring law and order, and 
fighting terrorism and extremism.

We conclude by underscoring that, like 
most Canadians, we would like nothing 
more than better relations with Russia. 
Please assure the president-elect that 
Canada is on his side with this quest, pro-
viding that it does not come at the price of 
international law or Mr. Putin’s world-view 
of a greater Russia brought about by war, 
terror and broken agreements.

We hope that Mr. Trump will agree.
We thank you for taking into account 

our concerns and wish you continuing suc-
cess in governing our wonderful country.

Warmest regards,
Oksana Bashuk Hepburn 

Dr. Ihor Cap
Solomia Chmara

Vicki Karpiak
Mary Komarynsky

Emiliya Mashkovtseva
Myroslava Oleksiuk

Marta Onufriv
Pavlo Sugolov 

Urging Trudeau to influence Trump

From a Canadian Angle
by Oksana Bashuk Hepburn

Oksana Bashuk Hepburn may be con-
tacted at oksanabh@sympatico.ca.(Continued on page 9)

The statement below was released by the 
Ukrainian Congress Committee of America 
on December 13.

Almost three years after Russia’s military 
invasion and illegal occupation of Ukrainian 
territory – not a one-time violation of 
Ukraine’s sovereignty, but an ongoing, daily 
violation of international law – the 
Ukrainian Congress Committee of America 
(UCCA), the nation’s largest representation 
of Ukrainians in America, calls on the 
incoming 115th United States Congress and 
President-elect Donald Trump’s incoming 
administration to continue our nation’s 
proud tradition of bipartisan support for 
Ukraine. Any retreat from current sanctions 
or military, political and economic support 
of Ukraine, and the United States would sig-
nal yet another “reset,” a capitulation with 
terrifying consequences for Ukraine, the 
European partners of the U.S and the global 
geopolitical security structure.

The Ukrainian American community 
and supporters of the Euro-Atlantic securi-
ty structure are rightfully concerned about 
the prospect of changing U.S. policy regard-
ing Russia’s international violations. After 
Russia invaded Georgia in 2008, the first 
deployment of the Russian military against 
an independent state since the fall of the 
Soviet Union, the United States imposed 
unilateral sanctions on Russia when the 
European Union failed to act. Following the 
2008 elections, a new era in America’s rela-
tionship with Russia was announced, and 
U.S. sanctions against Russian entities were 
dropped in exchange for support against 

Iran’s weapons program at the United 
Nations. That very same year, Russia 
involved itself in the 2010 Ukrainian presi-
dential elections to install a puppet regime 
under the leadership of Viktor Yanukovych. 
Only after Russia’s open military invasion 
of Ukraine in 2014, and the downing of a 
civilian airliner by Russian forces, were 
critical sanctions levied against Russia by 
the United States and its international part-
ners. 

Ukraine can ill afford yet another change 
of mind from an incoming U.S. administra-
tion. Unified, steadfast and explicit commit-
ment to Ukraine’s sovereignty, indepen-
dence and territorial integrity needs to be 
explicitly stated from the start, rejecting 
any form of recognition of Russian rule 
over Crimea and demanding the immediate 
withdrawal of covert and overt Russian 
forces and equipment from Ukraine. Strong 
U.S. support for Ukraine through meaning-
ful assistance programs such as the Ukraine 
Freedom Support Act, the Ukraine Security 
Assistance Initiative, the Countering 
Disinformation and Propaganda Act and 
other pieces of enacted legislation remain 
critically important now and in the coming 
years, especially in the face of unceasing 
bloodshed, the displacement of nearly 2 
million refugees within the European conti-
nent, and the ongoing need to secure 
Ukraine’s borders. 

We call upon the Ukrainian community 
and supporters of Ukraine to contact your 
congressional representatives in your local 
districts during the congressional break 
and advocate for #NotAnotherReset.

We don’t need another reset
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Soon after midnight in the early hours of May 18, 1944, 
the terror began throughout Crimea. Units of the 
32,000-strong NKVD special force rounded up the deport-
ees. They were loaded onto truck convoys, taken to 
Symferopol and Bakhchysarai and then reloaded onto cat-
tle cars for transport to the Central Asian steppes.

 Crimean Tatars who lived in mountainous regions inac-
cessible to NKVD trucks were found and shot. The inhabit-
ants of the Arabat Spit, a group of inaccessible fishing vil-
lages, were herded onto a barge that was then sailed into 
the Azov Sea and scuttled. A nearby boat with Soviet 
machine gunners made sure that no one survived. 

 Within three days, there were no more Crimean Tatars, 
or as Communist officials in Moscow stated at the time, 
they had “created a new Crimea according to Russian 
order.” Crimean Tatar books were burned. All Crimean 
Tatar towns and villages were given Russian names, 
Muslim cemeteries and mosques razed. Even The Great 
Soviet Encyclopedia removed and erased the Crimean 
Tatars from history.

Crimea was cleansed of over 200,000 Tatars. Over the 
next four weeks, a procession of lingering death of thou-
sands of railway cars crammed with people travelled 4,000 
kilometers across the scorching steppes of Central Asia. 
The Crimeans called them “crematoria on wheels.” They 
died of suffocation, hunger and thirst. Along the railroad 
tracks, a trail of decomposing bodies. Close to 30,000 of the 
human cargo perished. Approximately half subsequently 
died in the Central Asian steppe due to hunger and disease, 
far from the prying eyes of the world.

As he had with the genocidal famine of Ukrainian peas-
ants in 1932-1933, Stalin created the physical precondi-
tions for the elimination of a people. 

I will now turn my attention to determining whether the 
Sürgünlik constitutes genocide.

Raphael Lemkin, a Polish Jew born in Eastern Europe in 
the epicenter of the 20th century’s blood lands, coined the 
word genocide based on his study of and exposure to the 
horrors of the Armenian genocide, the Holodomor and the 
Holocaust. He dedicated his life’s work to seeing the passage 
of the United Nations Convention on the Prevention and 
Punishment of the Crime of Genocide on January 12, 1951.

Not only did Lemkin coin the term, he defined it, and the 
definition became Article 2 of the convention. The conven-
tion’s intent is clear from its title, structure and articles. It 
is not meant to make legal findings of genocide; it is meant 
to prevent and punish.

It should be underscored that Lemkin was part of the 
American team that prepared the Nuremberg trials where 
the term “genocide,” although not a legal term, was includ-
ed as a condemnation in the indictment against the Nazi 
leadership. Determinations of genocide can be made by tri-
bunals, parliaments, and governments based upon 
Lemkin’s definition. Courts, on the other hand, can make 
legal findings of personal guilt of the crime of genocide.

The Sürgünlik matched Lemkin’s definition. It could not 
be clearer. The article reads “any of the following acts com-
mitted with intent to destroy, in whole or in part, a nation-
al, ethnical, racial or religious group, as such”:

“(a) Killing members of the group.” One needs only to 
record the scuttling of the boat with the villagers of the 
Arabat Spit on board, or the hunting down of Crimean 
Tatar shepherds in the mountains. 

The article continues:
“(b) Causing serious bodily or mental harm to mem-

bers of the group.” One needs only to note the mass con-
fiscation of property and deportation.

Finally, “(c) Deliberately inflicting on the group condi-
tions of life calculated to bring about its physical destruc-
tion in whole or in part.”

Let us break clause (c) into its component parts. Was 
Stalin’s action deliberate? It was in fact a special operation 
that was premeditated, meticulously planned and execut-
ed by specially assembled forces of his NKVD. Were the 

conditions calculated to bring about the physical destruc-
tion, in whole or in part, of the Crimean Tatars? One need 
only to recite the recollections of Russian eyewitnesses 
and the horrific statistics of death both in raw numbers 
and percentages. Ninety thousand died, which was almost 
50 percent of the population.

According to Lemkin’s definition, a determination of geno-
cide needs only one of the article’s determinants of genocide 
to be met. The Sürgünlik meets not one but three of Lemkin’s 
determinants. In fact, it was not only a plan for the destruc-
tion of the Crimean Tatars as a people, it was meant to erase 
that they had ever existed in Crimea: genocide as well as his-
torical ethnocide, which brings us to the present day.

Putin’s military invasion and annexation of Crimea on 
the basis of false claims of ethnic Russian grievances and 
false historic land claims has broken the fundamental 
international principle of the sanctity of borders. We have 
not seen such actions in Europe since the 1930s. 

Today in occupied Crimea, the oppressed and targeted 
Crimean Tatars, the victims of a Stalinist genocide, see 
large Stalin portraits officially on parade during Kremlin 
holidays. Putin has embarked on a policy of imperial 
expansion into neighboring countries and the rehabilita-
tion of the cult of Stalin. Seductively beautiful Crimea has 
truly become a “Peninsula of Fear” for the indigenous peo-
ple of this “Blessed Land.”

I firmly support our government’s policy of engage-
ment. However, we must be vigilant to ensure that diplo-
macy does not slip into policies of appeasement. 
Engagement requires speaking truth to malevolent power 
and not fearing to speak the truth about the Kremlin’s cur-
rent international crimes against humanity.

We must not deny the Kremlin’s past crimes against 
humanity. Speaking the truth of the past strengthens us in 
confronting current evil, which brings us to the legislation 
before us.

Genocide was committed against the Crimean Tatars. 
We must not deny it.

Slava Krymskym Tataram. Slava Ukraini.

(Continued from page 7)

MP Wrzesnewskyj...

highlights that in some other areas, such as privatization of 
state-owned enterprises, as well as the social and health sec-
tor, reforms have advanced more slowly. The report also 
highlights the difficult humanitarian situation and the efforts 
to assist internally displaced persons (IDPs), for whom the 
payment of social benefits and/or pensions remains in the 
process of being resolved. For Ukrainian citizens residing in 
the non-government controlled areas, this issue has yet to be 
addressed. Generally, the report highlights a need to proceed 
with swift and effective implementation of reforms so that 
their effects can be felt by the population.

In the section on economic development, the report 
underlines the benefits brought to the EU and Ukraine 
since the start of the provisional application of the Deep 
and Comprehensive Free Trade Area (DCFTA) in January of 
this year. Ukraine has adopted many legislative acts that 
have brought its trade-related legal framework closer to 
that of the European Union, and in doing so has enabled 
the benefits and opportunities offered by the DCFTA to 
start reaching the Ukrainian citizens. Ukraine has the 
potential to attract even more foreign investment if the 
business and investment climate are improved.

The report also notes that Ukraine successfully met all 
benchmarks under the Visa Liberalization Action Plan, 
which led to the European Commission’s proposal to the 
Council of the European Union and the European 
Parliament in April to lift visa obligations for Ukrainian cit-
izens. In this context, the agreement reached on December 
7 between the EU Council and the European Parliament on 
the suspension mechanism, paves the way for the conclu-
sion of visa liberalization for Ukraine.

Ukraine also provides personnel and equipment to EU 
civilian and military operations, including a contribution to 
three EU battle groups with military personnel and one 
strategic lift aircraft. This contributes to strengthening the 
EU’s role as a global security provider and increasing the 
resilience of countries worldwide.

The European Union continues to fully support 
Ukraine’s sovereignty and territorial integrity within its 
internationally recognized borders and continues to con-
demn and will not recognize the illegal annexation of 
Crimea and Sevastopol by the Russian Federation. The 
European Union also continues to support the diplomatic 
efforts to find a lasting peaceful solution to the conflict in 
eastern Ukraine through the complete implementation of 
the Minsk Agreements.

The European Commission is the executive arm of the 
European Union and is responsible for the day-to-day run-
ning of the EU.

(Continued from page 1)

EU report...

by Christopher Guly
Special to The Ukrainian Weekly

OTTAWA – Seven months after being released from a 
Russian prison, Nadiya Savchenko – one of Ukraine’s first 
female military pilots who captured international attention 
after she was captured by pro-Russian forces on Ukrainian 
soil in 2014, and later charged and convicted of murder by 
a court in Moscow – came to Canada to warn that Russia 
poses a serious threat not only to Ukraine, but also beyond 
its borders.

Earlier this month, the 35-year-old, Kyiv-born member 
of the Verkhovna Rada was in Ottawa where she met with 
two senior members of Canadian Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau’s Cabinet, Foreign Affairs Minister Stéphane Dion 
and International Trade Minister Chrystia Freeland. As a 
Ukrainian Canadian, Ms. Freeland has kept a close eye on 
Russian encroachment on Ukraine.

Following his December 1 meeting with Ms. Savchenko, 
Mr. Dion tweeted that he had a “moving discussion” with 
her, and that he “commend[s] her strength [and] courage 
while [she was] illegally detained in Russia.”

Ms. Savchenko conveyed some of that strength in an 
exclusive interview with veteran Canadian Broadcasting 
Corp. (CBC) journalist Terry Milewski. 

“I want Canada to be relentless in supporting human 
rights and political rights in Russia and in Ukraine,” she 
told Mr. Milewski. “And you need to be strong in how you 
deliver that message to Russia, because Russia only under-
stands the language of strength.”

Sporting the same cropped haircut she had while serv-
ing as a lieutenant in the Ukrainian armed forces (a look 
that punctuates the image of “Joan of Arc,” as she has been 
labeled by those who hail her as a Ukrainian hero), Ms. 
Savchenko said that while the reputation Canadians have 
of being “so polite” and “so nice” is “an advantage in many 
respects,” it is a “disadvantage when you have to deal with 
a bully like Russia.”

She also had a message for Donald Trump, who while on 
the presidential campaign trail last July said that it would 
be “nice” if the United States “got along” with Russia.

 “Whoever thinks you can have a normal, warm relation-
ship with Russia will very soon find out that you cannot 
have a warm relationship with a country that has no prin-
ciples, that doesn’t respect other democratic rights,” Ms. 

Savchenko said during her CBC interview. “And soon, 
Trump will find out that is the case.”

She warned that if the West does not stand firm against 
Russia, its ambitions in eastern Ukraine could lead to a full-
scale invasion with a potential reach as far as the United 
Kingdom.

“We need to have principles to stand up for” and the 
“foresight into the future to prevent [the] types of conflict” 
that led to the first and second world wars, said Ms. 
Savchenko, who is also a member of the Parliamentary 
Assembly of the Council of Europe. “If we don’t have that 
type of long-term vision, we are facing World War III.”

She expressed similar fears in a letter she sent to Mr. 

During visit to Canadian capital,
Savchenko warns of Russian threat

Canadian Foreign Affairs Minister Stéphane Dion with 
Ukrainian National Deputy Nadiya Savchenko on 

December 1 in Ottawa.

Stéphane Dion, Twitter

(Continued on page 29)
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Saint Demetrius Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral, Carteret, NJ
presents

Різдво Разом – Rizdvo Razom
a traditional Ukrainian Christmas Eve

bene� tting the Armed Forces of Ukraine
featuring the traditional 12 dishes of 

Свята Вечера – Holy Supper
Friday, January 6, 2017, 6PM

St. Demetrius Community Center
691 Roosevelt Avenue, Carteret, NJ 07008

Donation: Adults - $25.  Students - $15.
For tickets and information, please contact Maria Decibus: 732-802-9707

Rizdvo Razom is presented in memory of Marion A. Moroz-Jendras.  Vichnaya Pamyat’.

Holodomor commemorated on Parliament Hill
UCC

OTTAWA – The Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress, in partnership with the Canada-
Ukraine Parliamentary Friendship Group 
and the Embassy of Ukraine in Canada, 
held a solemn commemoration in Canada’s 
Parliament to mark the 83rd anniversary of 
the Holodomor in Ukraine.

In 1932-1933 the totalitarian regime of 
Soviet dictator Joseph Stalin sentenced the 
Ukrainian nation to death by starvation. 
Millions of children, women and men were 
condemned to death because of the 
Ukrainian peoples’ aspiration for indepen-
dence, their desire to speak their language 
and maintain their culture and traditions. 
The fourth Saturday of November is desig-
nated Holodomor Memorial Day in Canada.

Hosted by the Canada-Ukraine 
Parliamentary Friendship Group (CUPFG), 
the November 29 Holodomor commemora-
tion on the Hill was attended by dozens of 
Members of Parliament and senators, and 
the Ukrainian Canadian community of 
Ottawa. 

Borys Wrzesnewskyj (MP, Etobicoke-
Center in Ontario), the chair of the CUPFG, 
was master of ceremonies for the com-
memoration. Nadia Zelem, daughter of 
Holodomor survivor Halyna Zelem, lit the 

ceremonial candle. Mr. Wrzesnewskyj rec-
ognized Ian Ihnatowycz, vice-chair of the 
Ukrainian Canadian Congress Advisory 
Council, community leader and producer of 
the motion picture “Bitter Harvest,” which 
tells the story of the Famine-Genocide of 
1932-1933.

The Revs. Ihor Okhrimtchouk and Peter 
Galadza led the opening prayer for the vic-
tims of the Holodomor.

Chrystia Freeland, minister of interna-
tional trade, spoke on behalf of Prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau. Minister Freeland 
stated, “Today, we stand with Ukrainians in 
sombre reflection of this ghastly event and 
reaffirm our steadfast vow to never stay 
silent in the face of violence or hate in any 
form. We honor the memories of the 
Holodomor victims by ensuring that suc-
cessive generations never forget the painful 
lessons of the past.”

Peter Kent, speaking on behalf of the 
Leader of the Opposition, stated, “In 2008, 
Canada became the first country to officially 
recognize the Holodomor as genocide. The 
Ukrainian Famine, perpetrated by the 
Communist regime of Joseph Stalin, remains 
one of the most atrocious crimes against 
humanity ever committed. The Conservative 
Party of Canada will continue to stand stead-
fast in support of the people of Ukraine.”

Linda Duncan (MP,  Edmonton-
Stratchcona in Alberta) spoke on behalf of 
the New Democratic Party Caucus. “It is 
important that as elected officials we con-

tinue to stand together in speaking against 
any current atrocities, including in Ukraine. 
Towards this goal it is equally important 
that we support the efforts of the Canadian-
Ukrainian community to educate 
Canadians on the atrocities suffered during 
the Holodomor,” she said.

Andriy Shevchenko, ambassador of 
Ukraine to Canada, offered heartfelt remarks 
on behalf of the government of Ukraine. 

Ihor Michalchyshyn, CEO of the UCC, 
thanked everyone in attendance for partici-
pating in the Holodomor Commemoration 
on the Hill.

Fathers Okhrimtchouk and Galadza led 
the closing prayer, and those in attendance 
sang “Vichnaya Pamyat” (Eternal Memory).

Rising in the House of Commons earlier 
in the day, MP Julie Dzerowicz (Davenport) 
invited members of Parliament to visit the 
Holodomor National Awareness Tour 
Mobile Classroom, (http://www.holodo-
mortour.ca/) which was present on 
Parliament Hill.

The mobile classroom, a 40-foot RV that 
has been travelling across Canada, provides 
students with an innovative learning expe-
rience about social justice, human rights 
and democratic values in relation to the 
genocide by famine which killed millions of 
Ukrainians. The government of Canada, 
through Inter-Action, Canada’s multicultur-
alism grants and contributions program, 
has provided a three-year grant valued at 
$1.5 million to support this project.

Senators and members of Parliament at the UCC Holodomor commemoration orga-
nized by the Ukrainian Canadian Congress in Canada’s Parliament on November 29.

Minister of Canadian Heritage Melanie Joly visits the mobile classroom of the 
Holodomor National Awareness Tour.

MP Borys Wrzesnewskyj, chair of the 
Canada-Ukraine Parliamentary Friendship 
Group, addresses the Holodomor remem-

brance on Parliament Hill.

Minister of International Trade Chrystia 
Freeland speaks at the Holodomor com-

memoration in Canada’s Parliament.

Linda Duncan,  NDP member of 
Parliament, speaks at the Holodomor 

commemoration.
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by Lydia Falcomer

TORONTO – Over 400 people attended a very moving 
Holodomor commemorative service organized on Saturday, 
November 26, by the Ukrainian Canadian Congress, Toronto 
branch. The event was held to honor and pray for the mil-
lions who perished from deliberate starvation imposed by 
the Soviet regime in 1932-1933.

Present were two Holodomor survivors, Stefan 
Horlatsch and Mykola Latyshko, along with their families. 
Also in attendance were children and grandchildren of 
deceased Holodomor survivors. 

The effects of this genocide of the Ukrainian nation reso-
nate to this day, as Ukrainians also remember to commemo-
rate the third anniversary of the Revolution of Dignity. 

The ceremony was held at St. Demetrius Orthodox Church 
on Lake Shore Boulevard in Toronto. It commenced with a 
procession led by Dr. Pavlo and Nadia Zmiyiwsky, and their 
children, followed by numerous members from the Ukrainian 
Youth Associations from Mississauga and Etobicoke who 
throughout the entire commemoration held candles and 
posters they made, which depicted the Holodomor.  They 
also formed an honor guard holding 33 black flags.

Bohdana Schturyn, the main speaker and granddaugh-
ter of Mr. Horlatsch, gave a very moving and poignant 
speech recounting the need to remember the Holodomor. 
She recounted the personal tragedy of her grandfather and 
the family that she never got to know and their fate. As 
well, she stressed the importance for erecting and support-
ing a Holodomor monument in Toronto, and how the icon-
ic statue of the “little girl” (the iconic bronze sculpture 
“Bitter Memories of Childhood”) is a reminder of Ukraine’s 
history that must not be forgotten. As well, Miss Schturyn 
stated that the monument is a reminder of things that we 
need to strive to change in our society.

Comments on this tragic period of Ukrainian history 
were made by the consul general of Ukraine in Toronto, 
Andryi Veselovskyi, Member of Parliament Borys 
Wrzesnewskyj, and Members of Provincial Parliament Yvan 
Baker (a grandson of a Holodomor survivor) and Patrick 
Brown (leader of the Progressive Conservative Party of 
Ontario). Greetings from Ontario Premier Kathleen Wynne 

were brought by MPP Peter Milczyn and further greetings 
were sent by the leader of Ontario’s New Democratic Party, 
MPP Andrea Horvath. Others in attendance were MPs 
Peter Fonseca, James Maloney, Sven Spengemann and Arif 
Virani, MPP John Yakabuski, and Trustees Chris Glover and 
Pamela Goughes from the Toronto District School Board.

In her closing remarks, Oksana Rewa, past President of 
the UCC, Toronto Branch, noted that during the years of the 
Holodomor nations were unwilling to disrupt lucrative 
trade agreements with the Soviet Union in order to recog-
nize or pursue the dire matter of the Famine. She also stat-
ed that Ukrainians fear that this pattern is rearing its ugly 
head once again and that their current fight for decency 
and democracy will be foiled – all the sake for someone’s 
economic growth.

In closing, emcees Liza Zienchuk and Taras Chved asked 
that all join the worldwide Ukrainian community in 
remembering those who perished during the Holodomor, 
by lighting a candle of remembrance at 19:32 p.m.

At the memorial service for the victims of the Holodomor at the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of St. Demetrius.
Robert Rutkay

Holodomor remembered with poignant ceremony in Toronto

Eyewitnesses of the Holodomor Nicholas Latyshko (left) 
and Steven Horlatsch.
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We greet all our
dear friends

and colleagues
with a joyful

Christmas carol
and best wishes

for a wonderful new year!

– Andriy, Roma, Markian and Paul Hadzewycz

Радісних Свят
Різдва Христового і

Щасливого Нового Року
родині, приятелям, знайомим,
Головному Урядові УНСоюзу,

працівникам та всім секретарям Відділів

щиро бажають

СТЕФАН і СВЯТОСЛАВА
КАЧАРАЇ з родиною

Wishing a

MERRY CHRISTMAS 
and a 

HAPPY NEW YEAR
to the General Assembly, District Committee 

Chairpersons, 
Branch Secretaries, UNA members, and their families 

and friends, as well as all Ukrainians in the Diaspora and in Ukraine

from

ANNA and MICHAEL KOZIUPA
and family

ВЕСЕЛИХ СВЯТ
РІЗДВА ХРИСТОВОГО

і
ЩАСЛИВОГО НОВОГО 2017 РОКУ

родині, приятелям, знайомим,
 Головному Урядові УНСоюзу, Управам 

Округ і Відділів та всім членам УНСоюзу
щиро бажають

ЕВГЕН і МАРІЙКА ОСЦІСЛАВСЬКІ
з мамою КСЕНЕЮ

Merry Christmas
and 

a Happy New Year 

to family and friends,  
members of the UNA General Assembly,

 Branch Secretaries, and all UNA employees.

Yuriy and Nataliya 
Symczyk

Christmas time is family time.  
As part of the UNA family, 

we wish you all the peace, joy 
and love this Season o� ers!

Христос Раждається!
Luba Poniatyszyn Keske - UNA Advisor, 
     Pres. Branch 257
Zoryana Keske - Branch Secretary
Walter Keske - Member

Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year
to all out family and friends

Luba and George Walchuk

To all my family and friends,

Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year
Andrew Gavdanovich with family

         З ПРАЗНИКОМ
         РІЗДВА XРИСТОВОГО

   вітаю

родину, приятелів і членів Головного Уряду,
як також працівників Українського Народного Союзу

та видавництва „Свобода“ і The Ukrainian Weekly

та бажаю

ЩАСЛИВОГО НОВОГО РОКУ

УЛЯНА ДЯЧУК
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Eyecare MD of New Jersey
261 James St., Suite 2D
Morristown, NJ 07960
(973) 984-3937
eyecaremdnj@aol.com

Радісних Свят
Різдва Христового

та 

Щасливого Нового Року

Родині, Приятелям та Пацієнтам

бажає

д-р МАРТА  ЛОПАТИНСЬКА

Щирі Вітання
з нагоди свят

Різдва Христового 
і

Нового Року
родині, приятелям і пацієнтам 

засилають

д-р Петро Ленчур
і 

д-р Рута Чолган-Ленчур
з родиною

        вітають родину, приятелів і знайомих

      ЗЕНОН, ДОЗЯ і ВІКА КРІСЛАТІ
та засилають

наищиріші святочні побажання всій родині 
на рідній Батьківщині та всім ближчим і дальшим друзям.

ХРИСТОС РОЖДАЄТЬСЯ!             СЛАВІТЕ ЙОГО!
Клівленд, Огайо                                                                     Cleveland, Ohio

З РІЗДВОМ ХРИСТОВИМ
і

НОВИМ РОКОМ
вітаємо

родину, приятелів і  знайомих.

д-р ЮРІЙ і ХРИСТЯ ДЕМИДОВИЧІ

З РІЗДВОМ ХРИС ТОВИМ
І НОВИМ Р ОКОМ

вітаємо

родину, друзів і знайомих.

ІГОР  і  НАТАЛКА  ҐАВДЯКИ
з родиною

A Merry Christmas
and

a Happy New Year
with loving best wishes
to family and friends.

Mary J. Kramarenko
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The Executive Committee
of the Ukrainian National Association

and its newspapers, 
Svoboda and The Ukrainian Weekly,

Christ is Born!  Let’s Glorify Him!

extend best wishes for

a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year

to the leaders of Ukrainian Churches; Ukrainian organizations; 

the UNA General Assembly, District Committees, Branches and members; 

readers of the UNA’s publications; 

as well as Ukrainian communities in the diaspora and Ukraine.
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CHRIST IS BORN!  
Greetings from KLK 

to all our members, family and friends!

May you have
the spirit of Christmas

which is Peace,
the gladness of Christmas

which is Hope,
and the Heart of Christmas

which is Love. 

Merry Christmas 
and a Happy, Healthy New Year!

KLK Ski Races - February 25, 2017, Hunter Mountain, NY

Dear Friends,
Best wishes for a very
Merry Christmas

and a happy, healthy, prosperous and peaceful

New 2017 year 

Христос Родився! Christ is Born!
                Motria Milanytch

 

Best Wishes 
to Our Family and Friends 

for a Healthy 
and Happy Holiday Season!

Zirka and Myroslaw Smorodsky
 

Христос Рождається!

З Різдвом Христовим
вiтаємо щиро 

 Рідних, Приятелів і Знайомих,
а в Новому Році

бажаємо всього найкращого.

Христос Рождається!

НЕОНІЛЯ СОХАН і син ТАРАС

P: 973-854-0917
F: 888-392-5704

e: roman@tabalaw.com

2200 Route 10, Suite 104 
Parsippany, NJ 07054 

www.tabalaw.com

Wishing a very

Merry Christmas
and a 

Happy New Year

to all our family, friends and clients

Roman Tabatchouk and family

ROMAN TABATCHOUK, ESQ.
Licensed in NJ & NY

        ВЕСЕЛИХ СВЯТ РІЗДВА ХРИСТОВОГО,
      ЩAСЛИВОГО НОВОГО РОКУ
     та БОЖИХ ЛАСК

РОДИНІ, ПРИЯТЕЛЯМ і ЗНАЙОМИМ
бажають

ЛЮБА і ЯРОСЛАВ ФЕДУНИ з родиною

  
Веселих Свят Різдва Христового

та
 Щасливого Нового Року

родині, приятелям і знайомим
б а ж а ю т ь

АННА і СТЕФАН МАКУХИ

РАДІСНИХ СВЯТ РІЗДВА ХРИСТОВОГО
І ЩАСЛИВОГО НОВОГО РОКУ

РОДИНІ, ПРИЯТЕЛЯМ І ЗНАЙОМИМ

б а ж а ю т ь

ЛІДА І ОРЕСТ ЦЯПКА з родиною

LIKE 
  Want to keep up to date on developments in Ukraine?

The Ukrainian Weekly 
on Facebook 

to read the latest!
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� e New York  State Department
of the Ukrainian American Veterans, Inc.

wishes all U.S. veterans of Ukrainian descent, 
our Ukrainian military 

and the entire Ukrainian community 

A VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR

For membership information please contact:

New York State Commander Peter Polnyj – peterpolny@aol.com (718-869-3634)

New York State Posts:

Spring Valley, NY -  Wasyl Szozda, Post 19  wandjszO@verizon.net
Bu� alo, NY  -  Mike Liskiewicz, Post 23 mwlisk@aol.com
Brooklyn, NY  -  Peter Polnyj, Post 27  peterpolny@aol.com
Yonkers, NY  -  Nicholas Skirka, Post 301 nskirka@optonline.net

UAV WEBSITE:   www.uavets.org

Головна Управа „Самопоміч“
Об’єднання Українців в Америці

вітає

Відділи і все членство
з наступаючими Святами

і бажає
Веселих Свят

Різдва Xристового
та

щасливого і повного успіхів
Нового Року

ХРИСТОС РОЖДАЄТЬСЯ!
 За дирекцію ОУА,

Олег Лопатинський, голова
Володимир Сафіян, касир

       
     Центральна Управа, Відділи
    i все членство Організації
    Державного Відродження
 України (ОДВУ)

    в і т а ю т ь

З РІЗДВОМ ХРИСТОВИМ 
та 

НОВИМ РОКОМ
Український народ на рідних землях і всіх наших земля-
ків, розкинених по різних країнах світу. Вітаємо Ієрархію 
Українських Церков в Україні і діяспорі, центральні проводи 
і членство політичних і громадських організацій в Україні 
і діяспорі, а в тому проводи і членство УНО – Канада, ІСНО, 
Фундацію ім. О. Ольжича, Жіноче Т-во ім. О. Теліги та Редакцію  
„Смолоскип“. Бажаємо успіхів у всіх заходах для об’єднання 
національно-державницьких сил у справі відбудови і закрі-
плення української соборної самостійної України.

Слава Україні! - Героям Слава!

ХРИСТОС РОЖДАЄТЬСЯ!
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Kyiv Mohyla School of Law 
The NaUKMA Moot Court team won the Telders International Law Moot Court 

Competition, the most important moot court competition in Europe. The team was 
the Winner of the 2016 Final Round, and they won the Max Huber Award for Best 
Overall Score, the Carnegie Foundation Award for the Best Memorandums on be-
half of the Applicant and Respondent.

Nobel Laureate received NaUKMA  
Honorary Doctorate
Nobel Prize winner, Belarusian writer Svetlana Alexievich, was awarded an 

Honorary Doctorate by National University of Kyiv Mohyla Academy.

2016 Graduation
Commencement Ceremonies for 492 graduates with Bachelor’s degrees and 

341 graduates with Master’s degrees were held in June. Each year the number of 
students grows. In attendance were Lilia Hrynevych, Minister of Education and Re-
search, Henryk Litvin, Ambassador of Poland, Serhiy Kvit, Minister of Education 
and Science (2014-2016), representatives of Kyiv City Administration, parents and 
relatives of the graduates.

Two Cultures Come Together at Fundraiser
Some wounds are not visible. PTSD is Real! A performance to remember by 

Lynne Jordan and The Shivers, together with one of Ukraine’s singer Oleh Skrypka, 
was held in Chicago to raise funds for the Kyiv Mohyla Psychosocial Rehabilitation 
Center in Kyiv and Sloviansk to aid soldiers, children and adults suffering from the 
consequences of the war in Donbas.

Events  and  Accomplishments  of  2016
Thank you for your support!

Kyiv Mohyla Foundation, P.O. Box 46009, Chicago, IL 60646  (773) 490-9797  www.kmfoundation.org
You may send your donation online through PayPal at www.kmfoundation.org (click on Donate)

BECOME AN ANGEL THIS CHRISTMAS WITH A GIFT FOR SCHOLARSHIPS!
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PROFESSIONALS

TO PLACE YOUR AD CALL WALTER HONCHARYk (973) 292-9800 x3040
or e-mail adukr@optonline.net

SERVICES

SERVICES

OPPORTUNITIES

Earn Extra incomE!
The Ukrainian Weekly is looking 

for advertising sales agents.
For additional information contact  

Walter Honcharyk, Advertising Manager,  
The Ukrainian Weekly, 973-292-9800, ext 3040.

House for Sale on Hunter Mountain
3 bedrooms, 2.5 bathrooms, 

2.5 acres of land, mountain views. 
Reduced price $285,000. 

Check web site: Fran Clark, Unique 
Realty, #HFS 130020

FOR SALE

Run your advertisement here, 
in The Ukrainian Weekly’s 

CLASSIFIEDS section.

A T O
CHILDREN OF WAR

The war in eastern Ukraine has brought death, destruction and a 
generation of children whose fathers gave their lives for ukraine. These 
children and their mothers receive little or no aid and need our support.

Orphans Aid Society, a 501c(3) charity, has been supporting 
orphans in Ukraine since 1992.  We have expanded our services to 
support these children.

Please send your supporting donations to:

Orphans’ Aid Society
P.O. Box 630245

Little Neck, NY 11363-0245 

Call us at: 516-250-7805  or  845-434-4096

Visit our website: oasukraine.org

NOTIFICATION OF SHAREHOLDERS MEETING

Attention Shareholders

The Annual Shareholders Meeting 

of the 

Ukrainian National Home
140 2nd Ave, New York, NY 10003

will take place 

Tuesday, January 10, 2017, at 7: 00PM
 in the Main Auditorium

Meeting will include Annual Reports 
and Election of a new Board of Directors

Phone: (212) 529-6287

Attendance limited to registered shareholders

proxy groups in the Donbas terrorist orga-
nizations.

Still, Moscow, which insists that the 
Donbas war is an indigenous, civil conflict, 
has constantly called for Kyiv to meet 
directly with its proxies to finally imple-
ment a truce that has never taken hold 
since it was brokered in February 2015. 
Russia, not its proxies, is a signatory of that 
peace accord.

As early as December 8, Russian Foreign 
Affairs Minister Sergei Lavrov repeated 
that stance in speaking to journalists in 
Hamburg while attending the yearly 
Ministerial Council of the Organization for 
Security and Cooperation in Europe.

“There is no alternative to the direct 
talks between Kyiv and Donbas, mediated 
by the Trilateral contact group and 
Normandy format,” Mr. Lavrov said.

Ms. Savchenko further raised suspicions 
about her allegiance when she agreed to 
help establish a representative office for 
the Donetsk separatist proxy group in Kyiv 
during a meeting on December 12 with an 
actor posing as a separatist whom 1+1 
channel’s “Hroshi” (Money) program hired 
and filmed with a hidden camera.

Her interlocutor proposed setting up the 
embassy under the guise of a cultural cen-
ter.

“It’s too early for that. This project is fea-
sible. It should start on St. Nicholas Day 
[December 19],” Ms. Savchenko said. “I’ll 
find a person, I even know this person, who 
can you help you with this project… If it 
starts with children, that’s good… people 
take kindly to children and women.”

In the same discussion, Ms. Savchenko 
told her interlocutor that she looks forward 
to meeting the Moscow-backed separatist 
leader of Donetsk again on December 23 in 
Minsk.

During the meeting, the 1+1 film crew 
noticed Ms. Savchenko was being surveilled 
by four people with identical boots, two of 
them inside the café where she was talking 
and two outside.

The Security Service of Ukraine, or SBU, 
subsequently said that they weren’t moni-
toring her activities that day and that Ms. 
Savchenko didn’t inform the spy agency of 
her trip to Minsk earlier this month. As a 
lawmaker with access to state secrets, Ms. 
Savchenko must inform the SBU of all trips 
abroad in advance.

After the meeting, Ms. Savchenko said in 
an interview she gave to the 112 channel 
that she had asked another “intelligence 
service” agency, not the SBU, for protection 
before heading to the rendezvous.

Ms. Savchenko’s press secretary told The 
Ukrainian Weekly that the lawmaker’s dia-
logue was cut and spliced in the video. The 
Hero of Ukraine said it was not possible to 

set up a representative office, but only a 
“press office” for the separatists, according 
to the 112 interview.

In a separate interview she gave to 
Hromadske Radio, Ms. Savchenko, called 
1+1 a “yellow” media outlet filled with “yel-
low” journalists.

Her behavior is reckless, political analyst 
Serhiy Postolovsky told Novoe Vremya 
magazine this week. “All that she does falls 
into the concept of ‘peace at all costs,’ ” he 
said.

Some say that the Kremlin’s proxies are 
getting desperate to cut some kind of deal 
after three years of war. Key figures, both 
Russians and Ukrainians, in the Donbas 
have been killed in the past year. The sepa-
ratists lack status in Russia and have no 
hopes of getting amnesty from Ukrainian 
authorities. This might partially explain 
why they are eager talk to Ms. Savchenko.

“I believe they [separatists] are afraid,” 
said Taras Berezovets, founder of the 
Ukrainian Institute for the Future, a policy 
center. “The problem is they are under the 
control of the FSB [Russia’s KGB-successor 
agency], so I don’t think they can make any 
moves without their permission.”

Mr. Berezovets, a native of Crimea who 
had advised former Prime Minister Yulia 
Tymoshenko, added that Ms. Savchenko 
should be investigated for criminal wrong-
doing and be stripped of her immunity 
from prosecution.

“Of course, she is not an agent of the FSB 
or other Russian intelligence services. But 
taking into account her ignorance, Russian 
intelligence agencies could’ve ‘brainwashed’ 
her,” Mr. Berezovets said. “There’s this 
notion of the ‘Manchurian Candidate’ – 
when a politician is completely under the 
influence of a foreign state. With Savchenko, 
we very well might have the same story.”

Defending her talks in Minsk and the 
subsequent meeting in Kyiv, Ms. Savchenko 
this week said that her actions are in line 
with the “Ukrainian people.”

Reacting to her meetings in the 
Belarusian capital, President Petro 
Poroshenko said they “benefit neither her 
personally nor Ukraine.” He added, “It is 
very unfortunate, because this person 
underwent great tribulations.”

Ms. Savchenko was a military officer for 
10 years, becoming Ukraine’s first female 
pilot (with nine others following in her 
footsteps). She joined the volunteer Aidar 
Battalion during the early stages of the 
Donbas war. She was captured in Luhansk 
Oblast in the summer of 2014 and taken to 
Russia, where she was extrajudiciously 
tried for guiding artillery fire that allegedly 
led to the deaths of two Russian journalists. 
She was released in May during a prisoner 
exchange and the same month President 
Petro Poroshenko awarded her the Hero of 
Ukraine distinction. She is also a delegate to 
the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council 
of Europe. 

(Continued from page 1)

Savchenko’s...
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ratist-held territory were the hardest hit. 
These civilians “suffer from a serious lack 
of security due to military engagement 
near their homes, the threat of mines and 
unexploded ordnance, and severe and dis-
proportionate restrictions on their freedom 
of movement,” it said. The report also said 
separatist groups controlling parts of the 
Donetsk and Luhansk regions “continue to 
deprive people of their basic rights and of 
any effective mechanism for redress.” The 
report covers the period between August 
16 and November 15; it includes docu-
mented information based on interviews 
with witnesses and victims. During the 
period, the U.N. Human Rights Monitoring 
Mission in Ukraine recorded 32 conflict-
related civilian deaths and 132 injuries. As 
of December 1, the U.N.’s “conservative esti-
mate” of the death toll among civilians and 
combatants since the conflict erupted in 
April 2014 is 9,758, with another 22,779 
people injured. (RFE/RL)

Vote advances visa-free EU travel 

BRUSSELS – A December 15 vote in the 
European Parliament has brought the goal 
of visa-free travel to EU Schengen Zone 
countries one big step closer to reality for 
citizens of Ukraine and Georgia. The 
Parliament approved a mechanism that 
would allow for the suspension of visa-free 
regimes with Ukraine and Georgia under 
certain circumstances once they are in 
place. The vote was 485 to 132, with 21 
abstentions. The European Union lawmak-
ers are now set to vote on the visa liberal-
ization itself for Georgia in January, and it is 
possible that they will vote on Ukraine in 
February. The actual visa-free regimes for 
both countries will kick in when the suspen-
sion mechanism is legally adopted and pub-
lished in the EU’s official journal, which 
requires translation and other work that is 
expected to take up to eight weeks. Both the 
EU member states and the European 
Parliament gave the green light for free 
movement for Ukrainian and Georgian citi-
zens earlier this autumn, but struggled to 
agree on the suspension-mechanism text 
that had to be in place before granting visa 
liberalization. A compromise was struck last 
week that will give both individual EU mem-
ber states and the European Parliament a 
say in suspending the visa-free regime if the 

rules are violated. Visa requirements can be 
reintroduced temporarily if there is a surge 
of citizens from a non-EU country like 
Ukraine or Georgia staying irregularly in EU 
territory or if nationals from that country 
are deemed to pose a security threat. They 
can also be reintroduced if there is a rise in 
unfounded asylum applications or a lack of 
cooperation on returning migrants. The EU 
Schengen Area countries are Austria, Belgium, 
the Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, 
Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, 
Italy, Latvia, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, 
Luxembourg, Malta, the Netherlands, Poland, 
Portugal, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain and 
Sweden. (Rikard Jozwiak of RFE/RL)

Gorbachev blames ‘greedy’ leaders

MOSCOW – Mikhail Gorbachev has 
blamed the late Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin and other politicians for the 1991 col-
lapse of the Soviet Union, saying that their 
hunger for power destroyed the country. Mr. 
Gorbachev, the last leader of the USSR, spoke 
to the Interfax news agency a day before the 
25th anniversary of a meeting between 
Yeltsin and the leaders of Ukraine and 
Belarus, Leonid Kravchuk and Stanislav 
Shushkevich, respectively. On December 8, 
1991, the trio declared that the Soviet Union 
had “ceased to exist” and formed the 
Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS). 
Mr. Gorbachev said that “the Russian leader-
ship led the destruction of the [Soviet] Union, 
and the Ukrainian leadership was right there 
as well,” Interfax reported. “They destroyed 
the Soviet Union in order to be without 
Gorbachev. These people who destroyed the 
country cared only about power – they 
greedily strove for it.” Several Soviet republics 
were shaken by anti-Kremlin demonstrations 
or interethnic clashes starting in the late 
1980s, and many had declared independence 
before December 1991. Mr. Gorbachev 
resigned as Soviet president on December 
25, declaring his office extinct. Mr. Gorbachev 
spoke two days after Moscow-based Levada 
Center published poll results showing that 56 
percent of Russians regret that the Soviet 
Union collapsed, while 51 percent believe 
that it could have been preserved. Russian 
President Vladimir Putin has called the Soviet 
collapse “the greatest geopolitical catastro-
phe” of the 20th century. (RFE/RL, based on 
reporting by Interfax)

mat said that the inviolability of the territo-
rial integrity of states is a fundamental 
principle for the Organization for Security 
and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE). “The 
resolution of the crisis in and around 
Ukraine and continued support for the 
Special Monitoring Mission remain top pri-
orities for Canada and continues to be the 
key focus of the OSCE,” Canadian minister 
said. Mr. Dion said that recent attempts to 
forcibly change European borders must be 
decisively resisted. He said it is contrary to 
international law and the Helsinki Final 
Act. (Interfax-Ukraine)

Belarusians suspected of fighting in Ukraine

MINSK – Belarusian authorities have 
launched investigations of about 10 
Belarusian citizens suspected of fighting in 
eastern Ukraine, the country’s foreign 
affairs minister says. Ihar Shunevich told 
reporters in Minsk on December 13 that 
the men under investigation were suspect-
ed of fighting as mercenaries on both sides 

of the Ukraine conflict. Fighting between 
government forces and Russia-backed sep-
aratists in Ukraine’s eastern regions of 
Luhansk and Donetsk has killed more than 
9,700 people since April 2014. The 
announcement comes a day after a group 
of alleged neo-Nazis went on trial in 
Belarus on charges including inciting eth-
nic hatred. The defendants included 
Stanislau Hancharou, who fought against 
separatists in Ukraine’s east. There have 
been numerous reports that many volun-
teers and mercenaries from former Soviet 
republics are fighting on both sides of the 
conflict. (RFE/RL, based on reporting by 
BelTA and Interfax)

U.N. cites ‘host of rights violations’ 

GENEVA – The United Nations says civil-
ians in eastern Ukraine are facing “a host of 
human rights violations” due to the “fail-
ure” by the parties to the conflict between 
government forces and Russia-backed sep-
aratists to implement a peace accord 
signed in February 2015. In a report pub-
lished on December 8, the office of the U.N. 
High Commissioner for Human Rights said 
people living close to the “contact line” 
between government-controlled and sepa-

(Continued from page 2)
NEWSBRIEFS

Visitation will be on Monday, December 19th, from 4-8 p.m. with 
Parastas at 7 p.m. at Lytwyn and Lytwyn Funeral Home, 1600 Stuyvesant 
Ave., Union, NJ. 

The Funeral Services will be at 9:30 a.m. on Tuesday, December 20th, 
at St. John the Baptist Ukrainian Catholic Church in Newark, with burial 
to follow at St. Andrew Cemetery in South Bound Brook, NJ.

In deep sorrow:
daughter  - Lydia Ciapka with husband Orest, 

         their son Mark with wife Shari and their children   
   Ryan and Dylan, 
         and daughter Maria Hillen with her husband John 
   and their children Jack, Chris, and Katie

daughter  - Yaroslawa Stefanyshyn with her children 
         Andrij and Christina

sister - Ewfrozyna Martinec with her daughter Maria Ingulli
niece - Lesia Lasiy with her Husband Milko
niece - Daria Bodnarchuk with her family in Ukraine
family  - Splawnyk, Lozynsky,Gerula, Kyj, Chaban and Halibey
extended family in the US and Ukraine.

May her memory be eternal.
In lieu of � owers, memorial contributions to the United Ukrainian 

American Relief Committee (ZUDAK) for the bene� t of the Ukrainian 
soldiers in Ukraine, would be appreciated. Send checks to: UUARC, 
1206 Cottman Ave., Philadelphia, PA 19111

With deepest sorrow we share with 
our family and friends that on Friday, 

December 9th, 2016, by the will of the 
Lord, passed into eternity, at the age of 98, 
our dearest mother, grandmother, great-

grandmother and sister

EWHENIA SZPYRKA
née LOZYNSKA

On the second anniversary of the passing of

MYROSLAW SHMIGEL
a memorial mass will be celebrated on: 

December 30, 2016 at 10 a.m., at St. Mary Protectress Ukrainian 
Catholic Church, 9706 87th Street, Ozone Park, NY 11416

December 31, 2016 at 8:00 p.m. at St. George Ukrainian Catholic 
Church, 30 E. 7th Street, New York, NY 10003 

December 30th 2016 at 8:00 a.m. at Holy Trinity Ukrainian Catholic 
Church, 211 Foordmore Road, Kerhonkson, NY 12446-2914

in Rohatyn, Ukraine - Myroslaw’s birthplace

May His memory be eternal!
wife    Nadia Shmigel, 
daughter     Chrystyna Shmigel, 
son   Peter Shmigel and wife Suzan Houweling, 
grandchildren  Andrea and Tymish Shmigel; 
Sawchuk family and family in Ukraine

by Mark Raczkiewycz

KYIV – Lawmakers voted to strip Vadym 
Novinsky, 53, of his parliamentary immunity 
from prosecution on December 8 based on a 
motion filed by the prosecutor general that 
he allegedly was involved in kidnapping.

The Russian-born oligarch and ally of 
disgraced ex-President Viktor Yanukovych 
called the measure “politically motivated” 
and “fabricated” as did his party, the 
Opposition Bloc, an offshoot of the former 
ruling Party of Regions. 

“I will accept your decision calmly, what-
ever it will be,” Mr. Novinsky said before the 
vote. “Because I know that the truth is on 
my side, and the truth always wins.”

Mr. Novinsky said he will not “run away” 
or attempt to avoid the investigation, 
according to a post-vote briefing.

Prosecutor General Yuriy Lutsenko has 
yet to name Mr. Novinsky a suspect. Formal 
criminal charges also hadn’t been filed as of 
December 14. 

A native of Novgorod Oblast in Russia, Mr. 
Novinsky is suspected of abuse of power 
while a national deputy and complicity in 
the 2012 kidnapping of then-Archbishop 
Oleksandr Drabynko, who was an aide to the 
late leader of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church 
– Moscow Patriarchate, Metropolitan 
Volodymyr Sabodan. Authorities say the aim 
was to install a Church leader more loyal to 
Mr. Yanukovych.

Mr. Novinsky has repeatedly denied the 

allegations. “I’m an Orthodox person, 
Orthodox businessman,” he told the Kyiv 
Post in a recent report.

Kidnapping in Ukraine is punishable by 
up to five years in prison.

A devout follower of the Russian 
Orthodox faith, Mr. Novinsky has an estimat-
ed net worth of $546 million, according to a 
joint report by Novoe Vremya magazine and 
the investment bank Dragon capital.

His Smart Holding group has assets in 
shipbuilding, oil and gas, farming and food 
processing. He owns a quarter of a stake in 
steel conglomerate Metinvest, which is 
majority-owned by Ukraine’s richest billion-
aire, Rinat Akhmetov, another former ally of 
Mr. Yanukovych. The two men are also part-
ners in HarvEast, a large farming business.

Mr. Novinsky became a Ukrainian citizen 
in 2012, under Mr. Yanukovych’s presiden-
cy, and the following year was elected to 
the Verkhovna Rada in the single-mandate 
district of Sevastopol in Crimea. He joined 
the Party of Regions soon after being sworn 
in. He defended the exiled president to the 
end and called participants of the Euro-
Maidan revolution that ousted Mr. 
Yanukovych “little devils.”

In addition, Mr. Novinsky has described 
the war in Donbas as “fratricidal.” In his 
asset declaration for 2015, he had $2.3 mil-
lion, 780,000 euros and 3 million hrv in 
cash. His spouse and daughters held 47,328 
rubles and over 7,000 euros in their bank 
accounts.

Russian-born oligarch, a Yanukovych ally,
stripped of parliamentary immunity
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For updates and events announcements please follow us on Facebook 
https://m.facebook.com/uabpassociation/

For membership information please contact info@uabpa.org

Ukrainian American Business 
and Professionals Association 

is wishing its members, supporters 
and the whole Ukrainian community 

Merry Christmas 
and 

a Happy and Prosperous 
New Year!
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We wish you a 

Merry Christmas 
and a

Happy New Year!

www.lemko-ool.com

More than ever, we ask God for His protection 
over Ukraine, where her children are 

fighting for a better future.

We sincerely thank all our branch heads and our 
entire membership for their hard work and support.

The National Boards of

The Organization for the Defense of 
Lemkivshchyna (OOL) 

and
The Lemko Research Foundation (LRF)

ДИРЕКЦІЯ ПЛАСТОВОЇ ФУНДАЦІЇ В НЮ-ЙОРКУ

бажає 

своїм членам, фундаторам, добродіям, жертводавцям,
Начальному Пластунові, пластовим проводам, проводам

Пласт-Прияту, пластункам і пластунам
та всій українській громаді

ВЕСЕЛИХ СВЯТ
РІЗДВА ХРИСТОВОГО

та
ЩАСЛИВОГО НОВОГО РОКУ!

CHRIST IS BORN! 
Ukrainian Congress Committee of America
203 Second Avenue,
New York, NY 10002
ucca@ucca.org

GLORY TO CHRIST!
Ukrainian National Information Service

311 Massachusetts Avenue, N.E.
Washington, DC 20002

unis@ucca.orgWebsite: www.ucca.org

� e Executive Board of the 
Ukrainian Congress Committee of America

would like to wish you a very

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR
May this holiday season bring God’s blessing upon all Ukrainians, particularly now during this critical time 
in Ukraine. We especially ask that the Lord continue to provide our brethren in Ukraine with the fortitude to 

continue their struggle to protect Ukraine’s territorial integrity and live in a democratic and European country.

And may the New Year bring health, happiness and peace to all.

 
Христос Рождається!

УКРАЇНСЬКА 
ШКІЛЬНА РАДА

в і т а є

з Різдвом Христовим і Новим 2017 роком

Ієрархів та Духовенство Українських Церков, наші шкільні,
молодечі і громадські організації та весь український 

народ на рідних землях і на поселеннях.

СТАНИЧНА СТАРШИНА
ПЛАСТОВОЇ СТАНИЦІ

В НЬЮ-ЙОРКУ

бажає

УКРАЇНСЬКІЙ ГРОМАДІ, ПЛАСТОВІЙ ФУНДАЦІЇ,
СВОЇМ ЖЕРТВОДАВЦЯМ ТА УСІМ ПЛАСТУНАМ І 

ПРИЯТЕЛЯМ ПЛАСТУ

ВЕСЕЛИХ СВЯТ
ТА

ЩАСЛИВОГО НОВОГО РОКУ
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Наукове Toвариство ім. Шевченка 
в Америці

б а ж а є

всім членам нашої громади

Радісних Свят 
Різдва Христового,
доброго і успішного
Нового 2017 року

ХРИСТОС РОДИВСЯ!

Запрошуємо Вас
на наші конференції й доповіді

УКРАЇНСЬКА СПОРТОВА ЦЕНТРАЛЯ 
АМЕРИКИ І КАНАДИ

б а ж а є

членам і ланковим Управи УСЦАК та їхнім родинам,
проводам спортових і молодечих організаацій, нашим 

друзям-спортовцям в Україні, всім щирим прихильникам 
українського організованого спорту в діяспорі

ВЕСЕЛИХ СВЯТ ТА ЩАСЛИВОГО
І ЗДОРОВОГО НОВОГО РОКУ

ХРИСТОС   РОЖДАЄТЬСЯ!

     УПРАВА УСЦАК

To all our Families and Friends here at 
home and abroad, 

we  wish You a

Merry Christmas
and a

Happy New Year!

Ukrainian American Bar Association
www.uaba.org

З РІЗДВОМ ХРИСТОВИМ і НОВИМ РОКОМ
щиро вітаємо

всіх наших членів і прихильників

та бажаємо

Веселих Свят і
Щасливого Нового Року

дякуємо всім за кожночасну підтримку.

  ПРЕЗИДІЯ
  УКРАЇНСЬКОЇ АМЕРИКАНСЬКОЇ
  КООРДИНАЦІЙНОЇ РАДИ

2 East 79th Street, New York, NY 10075
212-288-8660 ∙ mail@ukrainianinstitute.org

www.ukrainianinstitute.org

Warmest Wishes 

for a Joyous Christmas
and a 

Happy & Healthy New Year
to all our Members, their Families and our Friends

from the Board of Directors of the
Ukrainian Institute of America

За Крайову Управу СУМ,
Юрій Микитин - голова

KРАЙОВА УПРАВА 
СПІЛКИ УКРАЇНСЬКОЇ МОЛОДІ В АМЕРИЦІ

бажає
Ієрархам Українських Церков, 

Президентові України Петрові Порошенкові, 
Світовій Управі СУМ, всім Управам Осередків 
та Булавам Відділів Юнацтва СУМ, членам 

і прихильникам та Українському 
Народові в Україні і в діяспорі

мирних і радісних свят

РІЗДВА ХРИСТОВОГО та ЩАСЛИВОГО НОВОГО РОКУ

ХРИСТОС РОЖДАЄТЬСЯ!              СЛАВІМ ЙОГО!
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ВEСЕЛИХ СВЯТ РІЗДВА ХРИСТОВОГО
ТА ЩАСЛИВОГО НОВОГО РОКУ

нашим покупцям і приятелям
бажає

ЕAST VILLAGE MEAT MARKET
M.Ю. БАЧИНСЬКИЙ

139 2nd Avenue (between 8th and 9th Streets) New York City  •  Tel.: (212) 228-5590

Найбільший у Ню-Йорку український м’ясний магазин пропонує широкий вибір вуджених домашніх 
ковбас та свіжовиготовлених гарячих і холодних виробів української та европейської кухні.

£ e ¤ nest home-made American and European-style food.

 З нагоди Різдва Христового 
       та 
          Нового 2017 Року

Екзекутива та Рада Директорів
Злученого Українського Американського Допомогового Комітету

шле щирий привіт і святочні побажання Ієрархам і духовенству 
Українських Церков, нашим добродіям і жертводавцям, членам 

ЗУАДК-у і всім нашим братам і сестрам по цілому світі.
 Нехай Всемогучий Господь обдарує всіх щедрими ласками.

Христос Родився!   Славім Його!
Екзекутива ЗУАДК-у

    
       

United Ukrainian American Relief Committee, Inc.
1206 Cottman Ave,  Philadelphia, PA 19111
Tel.  215-728-1630  •   Fax.  215-728-1631

e-mail:  uuarc@verizon.net   •   web site:  www.uuarc.org www.oasukraine.org

Orphans’ Aid 
Society

Т-во Допомоги 
Сиротам в Україні

To our members, supporters 
and the Ukrainian community,

we wish you a joyous 
Christmas and a Blessed New Year

Щиро вітаємо наших членів, 
прихильників та Українську громаду 

з Різдвом Христовим та Новим Роком

Michigan
Ukrainian Selfreliance Michigan
Federal Credit Union
26791 Ryan Road
Warren, MI 48091
T: 877. POLTAVA
Branch o¥  ces:
Hamtramck, MI
www.usmfcu.org

Michigan
Ukrainian Future Credit Union
26495 Ryan Road
Warren, MI 48091
T: 586.757.1980
Branch o¥  ces:
Hamtramck, MI
West Bloom� eld, MI
www.ukrfutcu.org

New Jersey
Nova UA Federal Credit Union
851 Allwood Road
Cli� on, NJ 07012
T: 1-844-7NOVAFCU
Branch o  ce:
Botany Village; Cli� on, NJ
www.novafcu.com

Pennsylvania – New Jersey
Ukrainian Selfreliance
Federal Credit Union
1729 Cottman Avenue
Philadelphia, PA 19111
T: 888.POLTAVA
Branch o¥  ces:
Jenkintown, PA
Philadelphia, PA; Trenton, NJ
www.ukrfcu.com

Pennsylvania
Ukrainian Selfreliance
of Western Pennsylvania
Federal Credit Unon
95 South Seventh Street
Pittsburgh, PA 15203
T: 412.481.1865
www.samopomich.com

Connecticut-Massachusetts
Ukrainian Selfreliance New England
Federal Credit Union
21 Silas Deane Highway
Wethersfi eld, CT 06109
T: 800.405.4714
Branch o¥  ces:
Westfi eld, MA; New Britain, CT
www.usnefcu.com

Illinois – New Jersey
Selfreliance Ukrainian American
Federal Credit Union
2332 West Chicago Ave.
Chicago, IL 60622
T: 888.222.UKR1
Branch o¥  ces:
Newark, NJ; Jersey City, NJ;
Whippany, NJ; 
Palatine, IL; Bloomingdale, IL;
Chicago, IL
www.selfreliance.com

Maryland
Selfreliance Baltimore
Federal Credit Union
2345 Eastern Avenue
Baltimore, MD 21224
T: 410.327.9841
 www.srbfcu.org

New York
Self Reliance (NY)
Federal Credit Union
108 Second Avenue
New York, NY 10003
T: 888.SELFREL
Branch o¥  ces:
Kerhonkson, NY; Uniondale, NY;
Astoria, NY; Lindenhurst, NY
www.selfrelianceny.org

New York – Connecticut
SUMA (Yonkers)
Federal Credit Union
125 Corporate Blvd.
Yonkers, NY 10701
T: 888.644.SUMA
Branch o¥  ces:
Spring Valley, NY; Stamford, CT;
New Haven, CT; Yonkers, NY
www.sumafcu.org

New York – New Jersey
Ukrainian National
Federal Credit Union
215 Second Avenue
New York, NY 10003
T: 866.859.5848
Branch o¥  ces:
South Bound Brook, NJ
Brooklyn, NY; Perth Amboy, NJ
www.ukrnatfcu.org

New York – California
Massachusetts – Ohio – 
Oregon – Washington
Ukrainian Federal Credit Union
824 Ridge Road East
Rochester, NY 14621
T: 877.968.7828
Branch o¥  ces:
Bu� alo, NY; Amherst, NY; 
Cohoes, NY;  Syracuse, NY; 
Webster, NY; Westwood, MA; 
Parma, OH; Portland, OR; 
Citrus Heights, CA; 
Federal Way, WA; Vancouver, WA
www.rufcu.org

Ohio
Cleveland Selfreliance
Federal Credit Union
6108 State Road
Parma, OH 44134
T: 440.884.9111
Branch o¥  ces:
North Canton, OH; Lorain, OH
www.clevelandselfreliance.com 

ЦЕНТРАЛЯ УКРАЇНСЬКИХ КООПЕРАТИВ АМЕРИКИ (ЦУКА)
UKRAINIAN NATIONAL CREDIT UNION ASSOCIATION

2315 W. Chicago Ave.,  Chicago, Illinois 60622  •  Tel. 773 489-0050  •  www.uncua.com

Christ is Born!      Glorify Him!
One of the real joys of this Glorious season is the opportunity

to say Thank You, to wish you a very Blessed and Merry Christmas, 
and a New Year of health, happiness and prosperity.
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Ukrainian Selfreliance 
New England Federal Credit Union

wishes you 
a Merry Christmas 

and a New Year � lled
with peace and happiness!

21 SILAS DEANE HIGHWAY, WETHERSFIELD, CT 06109-1238 PHONES 860-296-4714 • 800-405-4714  FAX 860-296-3499

WESTFIELD BRANCH •103 NORTH ELM STREET, WESTFIELD, MA 01085 • PHONE 413-568-4948  FAX 413-568-4747
NEW BRITAIN BRANCH • 270 BROAD STREET, NEW BRITAIN, CT 06053 • PHONE 860-801-6095  FAX 860-801-6120

VISIT OUR WEB SITE AT: WWW.USNEFCU.COM

 Федеральна Кредитова Кооператива
        СУМА в Йонкерсі, Н. Й.
       разом зі своїми філіями

вітає

Всіх своїх шановних членів, приятелів та українську громаду
в Йонкерсі, Н. Й., Спрінґ Валі, Н. Й., Стемфорді, Кон.,

Ню-Гейвені, Кон. та околицях

З Радісним Святом

РІЗДВА ХРИСТОВОГО
і з НОВИМ РОКОМ

Бажаємо усім доброго здоров’я, миру і спокою,
успіхів у житті та праці на добро українського народу.

ХРИСТОС РОДИВСЯ!    СЛАВІМ ЙОГО!

Члени Дирекції, комісії та працівники Федеральної
Кредитової Кооперативи СУМА.

SUMA (YONKERS) FEDERAL CREDIT UNION
125 Corporate Blvd.
Yonkers, NY 10701

914-220-4900
www.sumafcu.org
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Yaroslaw and  Karen Chelak
Moye Handling Systems, Inc

39 Rt 206 Box 785, Somerville, NJ 08876
908/526-5010 • f 908/707-1686 • www.hoistdepot.com

Greetings and Best Wishes 
for a 

Merry Christmas 
and a 

Happy New Year

Христос Раждається!

ВЕСЕЛИХ СВЯТ
та

ЩАСЛИВОГО НОВОГО РОКУ
бажають

ДАНИЛО БУЗЕТА – директор
та Родина ДМИТРИК

P E T E R  JA R E M A
Funeral Home

129 EAST 7th STREET – NEW YORK, NY
(Between 1st & Ave. “A“)

212 674-2568
МОДЕРНI Й ОХОЛОДЖУВАНІ КАПЛИЦІ

Український народ у вільній Україні, Ієрархію і Духовенство
Українських Церков, Проводи українських організацій в Україні 

та в діяспорі, Українську світову Кооперативну Раду та 
Централю Українських Кооператив Америки, всіх своїх 

членів, їхні родини та все українське громадянство

З РІЗДВОМ ХРИСТОВИМ І НОВИМ РОКОМ

ХРИСТОС РОЖДАЄТЬСЯ!

Cleveland Selfrelianc FCU
6108 State Road, Parma, Ohio 44134           (440) 884-9111
3010 Charleston Ave., Loraion, Ohio 44055          (440) 277-1901
5553 Whipple Ave., # F, N. Canton, Ohio 44720           (330) 305-0989

C S F C U

ФЕДЕРАЛЬНА КРЕДИТОВА 
КООПЕРАТИВА „САМОПОМІЧ“

у Клівленді, Огайо 
з радістю вітає
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For 60 years we have treated our guests to the most delicious 
traditional Ukrainian cuisine. If you cannot visit Ukraine, 
visit us in New York’s East Village, sample our dishes, and 

enjoy the past and present of our neighborhood. 

We are awaiting you!
Traditional Ukrainian dishes 

in the center of the East Village

Veselka Restaurant
Wishes all its patrons

Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year

Veselka Restaurant
144 2nd Avenue, New York, NY 10003
212-228-9682 F 212-505-6950
www.veselka.com

twitter         @veselkanyc
instagram   #veselkanyc
facebook     /veselkanyc

З Новим Роком!
З Новим щастям!
Із Різдвом Христовим.
Хай задумане – удасться,
Нехай Боже слово
Оберегом для Вас буде
Добрі, рідні, щирі люди! 

2200 Route 10 West, Suite 109, Parsippany, NJ 07054
Tel.: 973 538-3888 • Fax: 973 538-3899

Будьмо ближче до України!

щиро здоровлять
РОДИНУ, ДРУЗІВ і ВСЮ УКРАЇНСЬКУ 

ГРОМАДУ

МИХАЙЛО СТАЩИШИН
з родиною

      власник фірми

INTERNATIONAL TR ADE, LTD
e-mail: roxolanaltd@roxolana.com
web: www.roxolana.com

Ukrainian American 
Cultural Center of New Jersey

60 North Je� erson Road, Whippany, NJ 07981

wishes

MERRY CHRISTMAS 
and

A HAPPY NEW YEAR
to all its members, guests, patrons 

and the entire Ukrainian community.

Christ is Born! Glorify Him!

Trump following his electoral victory last 
month, suggesting that he has “all possibili-
ties to prevent” a third world war.

In the letter, which she posted on her 
Facebook page, Ms. Savchenko urged the 
president-elect to support Ukraine, “and 
not leave it one on one with the aggressor 
[Russia],” because history shows that when 
the global “community adhered to the poli-
cy of appeasement,” the result was “the big-
gest catastrophe of [the] 20th century.” 

 “I appeal to you with the kindly request 
to maintain and even strengthen sanctions 
[against the] Russian Federation because 
this country understands only force and 
resolve that you really have personally and 
your country has a World Leader,” she 
wrote. 

Ms. Savchenko also called for diplomatic, 
technical and military support for Ukraine 
– and from the Trump administration in 
particular, to help free Ukrainians detained 
in Russian prisons. 

“As the world… advocated for my 
release, so now I would like to help them by 
raising awareness about their plight, too,” 
she said. 

U.S. Vice-President Joe Biden and 
German Chancellor Angela Merkel were 
part of the global effort that made Ms. 
Savchenko a symbol of Ukrainian resis-
tance against Russia.

Her case put a human face to that strug-
gle. 

Sentenced to 22 years in jail for allegedly 
killing two Russian state-TV journalists in 
the Donbas region of eastern Ukraine 
(despite reports that she was abducted by 
an armed pro-Russian militant group one 
hour before the deaths occurred), Ms. 
Savchenko spent 708 days behind bars – 

most of it in solitary confinement and 83 
days of that time on a hunger strike that 
nearly killed her.

But she was defiant during her trial in 
Moscow, giving the judge the finger and 
singing Ukraine’s national anthem while 
locked in a steel cage. 

She was defiant during her incarcera-
tion, drafting a bill to give anyone sen-
tenced to prison credit for time served in 
custody while awaiting trial, which 
Ukraine’s Parliament passed into law in 
December 2015. 

Fo r m e r  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  Yu l i a 
Tymoshenko’s Batkivshchyna party suc-
cessfully ran Ms. Savchenko as a candidate 
for the Verkhovna Rada, and President 
Petro Poroshenko awarded her the Hero of 
Ukraine medal. 

Ms. Savchenko told the CBC’s Mr. 
Milewski that she is ready to serve her 
country “in any capacity, either as soldier, 
politician or president, as long as people 
want,” but that she is “not interested in the 
presidency for the sake of power.”

All of her involvement in politics, she 
said, “is a way to change politics in itself,” 
adding, “I am disappointed in the politics 
we have right now and politics as usual 
we’ve had for the last 25 years that has led 
us to nowhere.”

But at least in terms of her warnings 
about Russia, Ms. Savchenko is on the same 
page as the current Ukrainian government.

During a visit to Ottawa last week when 
he met with Canadian Public Safety 
Minister Ralph Goodale, Internal Affairs 
Minister Arsen Avakov expressed misgiv-
ings about Canada’s diplomatic re-engage-
ment with Russia in a CBC News interview.

 “The issue is not about being kind to 
[Russian President Vladimir] Putin and giv-
ing him cookies,” he told senior defense 
writer Murray Brewster. “It is about dem-
onstrating a firm position.”

(Continued from page 9)

During visit...
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НАТАЛІЯ ЛАЗІРКО, син ОЛЕГ з дружиною ГАННУСЕЮ

донечкою ХРИСТИНОЮ і сином АНДРІЙКОМ
донькa НАТАЛКА з донею ІВАНКОЮ

OLYMPIC COMMUNITY MARKET
122 40th Street, Irvington, NJ

Tel.: (973) 375-3181 • Fax: (973) 375-2027

ВЕСЕЛИХ СВЯТ РІЗДВА ХРИСТОВОГО
та 

ЩАСЛИВОГО НОВОГО РОКУ

КЛІЄНТАМ, ЗНАЙОМИМ і РОДИНІ

бажають

власники м’ясної крамниці

 „OLYMPIC COMMUNITY MARKET“

       Щиросердечні побажання

   РАДІСНИХ СВЯТ 
    РІЗДВА ХРИСТОВОГО

   та 
ЩАСЛИВОГО НОВОГО РОКУ

для української громади

 з а с и л а є

DNIPRO LLC.
Tel.: (908) 241-2190 • (888) 336-4776

OF 12TH STREET 
RESTAURANT

Over 100 Years of Italian 
HOME COOKING

302 East 12th Street (near 2nd Ave.), New York, NY 10003
Tel.: 212-475-9531

Merry Christmas 

and a Happy new Year 

to 

the patrons of

    Веселих Свят та
  Щасливого Нового Року!

Понад 57 років,... 
нема музики без „Темпо”

(973) 736-5609

Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year 

to all our family, friends and clients.

DUNWOODIE  TRAVEL  BUREAU
125 Corporate Blvd., Ste 300, Yonkers, NY 10701

800-550-4334 • 914-969-4200 • FAX: (914) 969-2108
e-mail: alesia@dunwoodietravel.com

had to tell his mother. He accepted that 
responsibility and informed the boy’s 
mother. At the funeral, the mother came up 
to him and thanked him. “For what?’ he 
asked. “For not trying to cheer me, but for 
taking my hand and crying with me.” 

Father Howhera asked to be sent to the 
front to provide ministry to the soldiers, 
but was told he was “too old.” So again, he 
went on his own.

He ministered to the volunteer battal-
ions. In those early days of the invasion, it 
was the volunteers who stopped the 
Russian flood, and they paid for it with 
their blood. Father described the suffering 
of the wounded, those maimed and dying, 
but he said he believes the worst of all may 
be those who were psychologically 
destroyed from what they saw. “There are 

prostheses for a lost limb, but none for a 
lost mind,” he commented. Facilities to deal 
with post-traumatic stress syndrome are 
nonexistent, and such wounds affect not 
only the victim, but all his loved ones, and 
will last long after the war is over.

“The dead come home. Their remains 
pass by streets lined with blue and yellow 
ribbons in their home town. Their parents 
and families are made to feel that their 
son’s death had meaning. They have clo-
sure. For those, however, who bear wounds 
in their spirit there will be no rest,” Father 
Howhera commented.

The speaker concluded his talk by 
thanking the audience and the diaspora in 
general for their help – both material and 
spiritual. “Without your aid we could not 
succeed,” he noted.

He left an audience moved with sympa-
thy and a new understanding and apprecia-
tion of what the people of Ukraine are 
enduring every day.

(Continued from page 5)

Chaplain...

Crimean TV channel. For Fiscal Year 2016, the 
website logged nearly 22 million visits and 
46.5 million page views, while its YouTube 
videos were viewed 11 million times.

Krym.Realii’s website has been intermit-
tently blocked on the peninsula since April 
of this year, and most of the desk’s journal-
ists, having faced harassment and interro-
gations by Russia’s security service, have 
relocated to Kyiv out of fear for their safety.

The Burke Awards are named after 

David W. Burke, founding chairman of the 
Broadcasting Board of Governors and its 
leader for its first three years. The awards 
are presented annually to recognize the 
courage, integrity, and professionalism of 
journalists with the BBG.

RFE/RL is a private, independent inter-
national news organization whose pro-
grams – radio, Internet, television, and 
mobile – reach influential audiences in 23 
countries, including Russia, Ukraine, Iran, 
Afghanistan, Pakistan, the republics of 
Central Asia and the Caucasus. It is funded 
by the U.S. Congress through the 
Broadcasting Board of Governors.

(Continued from page 3)

RFE/RL Crimea...

explain his steps, anything he is doing. A 
subordinate must report on his work, his 
successes and failures, otherwise he will be 
dismissed. Somehow it doesn’t work this 
way in the relations between the authori-
ties and society. This treatment of people as 
trash does not start with beatings on the 
Maidan; it starts with an unwillingness to 
explain to the people what we are doing,” 
Mr. Nayyem commented.

Dmytro Zolotukhin, advisor at Ukraine’s 
Ministry of Information Policy, said that the 
state must have a system of strategic com-
munications to present required narrative 
to its citizens. “What I hear is that we can’t 
make heroes too heroic, for we have corrup-
tion and problems in the army, and it 
doesn’t help reforms. But everyone should 
be responsible for their job: the state should 
take care of strategic communications and 
introduce its information policy, while the 
media must protect civic society against 
propaganda,” explained Mr. Zolotukhin.

Journalists’ safety

Andriy Zhygulin, head of the Main 
Department of Information Policy of the 
Presidential Administration of Ukraine, 
said he believes that protection of profes-
sional journalism in Ukraine is returning. 

A Council of Europe project on protec-
tion of journalists is to start next year. “It 
envisages cooperation between journalists 
and law enforcement agencies that should 
respond appropriately to offenses. 
Regardless of the National Police reform, 
investigators still lack an understanding of 
the proper response to crimes against jour-
nalists,” he explained. 

According to Mr. Zhygulin, 172 criminal 
proceedings in which journalists are an 
affected party were registered this year with 
the courts, as compared to 1.5 million crimi-
nal proceedings over all. At the same time, 
only 8 percent of such crimes are solved. He 
also mentioned some positive changes: state 
censorship was liquidated, the liability for 
impeding journalistic activity was increased, 
public TV and radio broadcasting was 
launched, and the process of denationalizing 
local print media has started.

(Continued from page 3)

Experts discuss...
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anniversary. She introduced the forum’s 
first distinguished speaker, Taras Hunczak, 
professor emeritus of Rutgers University.

Dr. Hunczak provided historical context 
by relaying several personal stories of his 
participation as an eyewitness to the dra-
matic events of 1991, including the 
Verkhovna Rada’s adoption of the Act of 
Declaration of the Independence of Ukraine 
and his participation in monitoring the his-
toric December 1 national referendum. 

Before introducing the second speaker, 
panel chair Ihor Dlaboha, editor-in-chief of 
“The Torn Curtain” blog, harkened back to 
the New York community’s reaction to the 
August 24 and December 1 events. The 
Ukrainian diaspora immediately transi-
tioned from fighting for the independence 
of Ukraine to solidifying independence. In 
New York, “the community eagerly ren-
dered ceaseless support to the diplomats 
and staff of the Permanent Mission of 
Ukraine to the United Nations, which had 
shed its ‘SSR’ tag. Likewise, the Ukrainian 
diplomats began to meet with community 
members and plan joint activities.” 

In 1992, the community’s traditional 
commemoration of independence on 
January 22 in the halls of the U.S. Congress 
in Washington were filled to capacity as par-
ticipants gathered to hear Ukraine’s perma-
nent representative to the U.N., Ambassador 
Hennadiy Udovenko, and former indepen-
dence activist and Soviet political prisoner 
Stepan Khmara speak about Ukraine’s 
struggle for liberty and goals for the future.

The featured speaker of the second panel, 
“Ukraine 25 Years Ago –The December 1 
Referendum,” Ambassador Valeriy 
Kuchinsky, is a distinguished Ukrainian for-
eign service career officer who served as 
permanent representative of Ukraine to the 
U.N. (2000-2006), and currently is adjunct 
professor at Columbia University. He began 
his presentation with the statement, “The 
historic Ukrainian referendum of December 
1, 1991, became the second most important 
event after the declaration of independence 
that, in fact, legalized Ukraine’s indepen-
dence and paved the way for international 
recognition of a new state.” 

Ambassador Kuchinsky provided a thor-
ough political analysis of this time, 
acknowledging that despite Soviet leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev’s efforts to endorse the 
All-Union Treaty by attempting to disrupt 
the Ukrainian referendum, both the refer-
endum and presidential elections in 
Ukraine were held. He offered an analysis 
of the situation, which he called the “Great 
Compromise,” stating “for most of the for-
mer Communist elite – independence 
became a new religion, and Kravchuk its 
prophet.” Leonid Kravchuk would save 
them from Moscow’s rage, as well as pro-
tect them against the anti-Communists – 
democrats and nationalists – in Ukraine. 

Mr. Kravchuk and independence were 
complementary parts of the ticket that 
would allow the former Communist elite to 
stay in power under a different name. They 
would do anything to support independence 
if Mr. Kravchuk became president and like-
wise do anything to undermine it if he lost to 
his rivals, Ambassador Kuchinsky observed.

By appearing to reject communism, they 
hoped to gain credentials as pro-Ukraine 
reformers and thereby remained in full 
control of the economic and administrative 
resources of the country. They could con-
trol the pace, scope and direction of any 
future changes in the country. “This turned 
out to be a crucial step and continues to 
plague the country to this day,” 
Ambassador Kuchinsky stated. “There was 
no political revolution in 1991” since the 
same people remained in power, rather 
“August 1991 marked a fundamental 
watershed in Ukrainian politics, in 

Ukrainian history. Ukraine suddenly 
became independent of Moscow and took 
an increasingly independent course.” 

The next panel discussion “Eyewitnesses 
to Freedom’s Quest” was introduced and 
chaired by Dr. Jaroslaw Dutkewych, who in 
1992 led the first Peace Corps program in 
Ukraine – the first in the former Soviet 
Union. During an unprecedented eight 
years as director of U.S. Peace Corps 
Ukraine, he managed a staff of 350, whose 
efforts impacted several million beneficia-
ries directly and indirectly. Peace Corps 
Ukraine has been the largest Peace Corps 
program in the world since 1995. 

Mr. Dutkewych knew all of the panel’s 
speakers personally, a result of his many 
years of work in Ukraine, and noted that 
the panelists would present eyewitness 
accounts. Calling them pioneers from the 
diaspora, he also noted that most of the 
early pioneers were women.

The first to speak was Roksolana 
Lozynskyj, a political and international 
affairs specialist on the democratic move-
ment in Ukraine, who also serves on the 
Executive Board of the Ukrainian Congress 
Committee of America as its director of 
external affairs. Ms. Lozynskyj opened the 
panel with her personal reflections on the 
situation in Ukraine during the glasnost 
period of the late 1980s and early 1990s. 
Working with Ukrainian human rights and 
independence activists, Ms. Lozynskyj said 
the groundwork was being laid to support 
independence, starting with the Chornobyl 
tragedy, which resulted in extreme outrage 
among the population – a fury that the 
Ukrainian activists realized could help to 
fuel their goals for Ukraine. 

Along with her remarks, Ms. Lozynskyj 
showed a video montage of clips and key 
interviews with various activists of the late 
1980s-early 1990s, that highlighted the 
growing groundswell of support for 
Ukraine’s renewed independence.

Next to speak was Irene Jarosewich, an 
editor and journalist, who was invited to 
work for Rukh, the Popular Movement of 
Ukraine. Arriving in Kyiv in July 1991, Ms. 
Jarosewich was tasked with managing the 
organization’s foreign media relations. In 
her remarks, which she accompanied with 
more than 50 photos from her experience, 
she spoke of Rukh’s role after the August 
1991 coup, including Ukraine’s declaration 
of independence on August 24, the presi-
dential campaign and the December 1 ref-
erendum, and tried to convey the excite-
ment and tension of those autumn months.

“I have chosen to speak quickly, moving 
through many events,” she said, “since I was 
literally on the ground at many major 
moments, working with journalists. I want 
our guests to feel the rapid pace of develop-
ments. Rukh was essential in the process of 
confirming the vote for independence and, 
through Rukh, the world knew what was 
going on in Ukraine. The Communist Party 
was reluctant to speak with journalists. 
Several hundred foreign correspondents 

and representatives of diplomatic missions 
registered with the Information Division of 
Rukh – and through them our message was 
sent out worldwide.” 

Following Ms. Jarosewich’s presentation, 
Mary Mycio, an attorney, book author and 
journalist, described how she became an 
expert on nuclear weapons in Ukraine. 
While researching Chornobyl in the late 
1980s, Ms. Mycio discovered maps in secu-
rity archives that showed locations of inter-
continental ballistic missiles located in the 
Ukrainian SSR. “That’s how I became an 
‘expert,’ ” she explained. “After Ukraine’s 
declaration of independence, I knew two 
facts about nuclear weapons when every-
one else knew none.” 

Ms. Mycio wrote about the intricacies of 
weapons systems and nuclear arms treaties 
as a reporter for the Los Angeles Times. She 
underscored that many of Ukraine’s chal-
lenges in contending with its inherited 
Soviet nuclear arsenal originated in the 
Ukrainian SSR’s Declaration of Sovereignty 
in 1990. “Under the emotional influence of 
the Chornobyl disaster, they declared 
Ukraine non-nuclear with absolutely no 
discussion whatsoever of the enormous 
technical and geopolitical challenges that 
would actually involve,” she commented.

Concluding the panel was Tamara Olexy, 
former president of the UCCA and a com-
munity activist, who reflected upon several 
specific episodes that had an important 
impact not only on her life but on her 
understanding of Ukraine’s renewed inde-
pendence. She relayed personal stories of 
her time working with Ms. Jarosewich at 
the Rukh Press Center, drafting English-
language slogans for signs intended to greet 
President George Bush on his one-day visit 
to Kyiv on August 1, 1991, many of which 
were quoted in subsequent international 
news reports and historic recollections; her 
participation in the Dzvin cultural walk 
through the southern oblasts of Mykolayiv 
and Kherson that included a night spent in 
a militia’s holding cell in Perevomaisk, a city 
closed to the public because of the intercon-
tinental ballistic missile silos located with-
in; as well as her attendance at the second 
Chervona Ruta Festival in Zaporizhia, a 
highly Russified industrial city, known 
throughout the Soviet period as the “cradle 
of the proletariat.”

“Twenty-five years ago, I have to admit 
that I was more optimistic than I probably 
should have been – I should have realized 
that the fall of the Soviet Union would not 
turn a newly reborn country into a pros-
perous nation overnight – but 25 years is a 
short period of time in the bigger scheme of 
things. And, although probably too slow for 
our liking, Ukraine has made incredible 
strides – and it is time for the community to 
work together to help further Ukraine’s 
reform efforts and to press for continued 
U.S. support for our homeland Ukraine. It is 
time we speak with one unified voice.” 

Introducing the final session “Reflecting 
on Ukraine: December 1 – 25 Years Later,” 

was chair Myron Rabij, a global partner 
with Denton’s, the world’s largest interna-
tional law firm. Mr. Rabij worked in Ukraine 
for more than 22 years. He reflected upon 
the last 25 years and highlighted the obsta-
cles Ukraine faced in 1991-1992, many of 
which remain: threats from an aggressive 
neighbor; the entrenchment of old elites; 
the status of Crimea and the need for 
reforms and support from the West, partic-
ularly the U.S.; and the challenges ahead. 

He added, “Twenty-five years have 
brought a new generation of young people 
into the forefront of society – those that 
never lived under the USSR and know of it 
only from history class, and others who can 
barely remember it and frankly know 
August 24 and December 1 as simply 
incontestable historical dates. Those young 
people are now fighting for their country 
and are building their country (whether at 
the ATO, in government or in open society) 
– the only one they have really ever known 
– with no nostalgia or connection to the 
Soviet past. That is the legacy of December 
1: their present and their future.”

Mr. Rabij introduced the evening’s final 
speaker, Ambassador Yuriy Sergeyev, who is 
currently senior fellow at Yale University 
MacMillian Center and served for nearly 
three decades as a Ukrainian diplomat, 
including as permanent representative of 
Ukraine to the United Nations (2007-2015). 

Ambassador Sergeyev brought the eve-
ning full circle, tying all of the presentations 
together. He reminisced about a meeting he 
had several years after independence with 
Condoleezza Rice, the author of President 
George Bush’s infamous “Chicken Kiev” 
speech. During the meeting, he asked Dr. Rice 
why she cautioned Ukraine against “suicidal 
nationalism” in that speech. Dr. Rice respond-
ed that in those days the presidential admin-
istration was genuinely unsure where 
Ukraine stood. In April 1991, Ukraine was 
one of nine republics that agreed to hold a 
referendum on the All-Union Treaty, unlike 
the Baltic countries, Georgia and even 
Moldova who already wanted out of the 
USSR. She also noted that a peaceful break-
up of a nuclear-armed Soviet Union was not 
so obvious in 1991 and from a U.S. security 
perspective, dangerous. 

Ambassador Sergeyev underscored his 
regrets that Rukh and presidential candidate 
Vyacheslav Chornovil, whom he considered 
to be a true leader, did not push further and 
mobilize the population to force communists 
to relinquish power fully, instead agreeing to 
a compromise. He said he believes the conse-
quences of the compromise between the 
nationalists and Communists still haunt 
Ukraine. Such contradictory positions taken 
by Ukraine – from voting for the union treaty 
to the declaration of independence in 1991, 
to  remaining a  member of  the 
Commonwealth of Independent States yet 
pushing for European Union association – 
continue to hamper Ukraine’s progress 
towards becoming a truly independent and 
democratic nation.

(Continued from page 1)

“Ukraine at 25...”

Ambassador Valeriy Kuchinsky addresses the audience during the session “Ukraine 25 
Years Ago – The December 1 Referendum.” Looking on is session chair Ihor Dlaboha.

Andrij Dobriansky
Dr. Jaroslaw Dutkewych, who led the first 
Peace Corps program in Ukraine, chaired 
the panel “Eyewitnesses to Freedom’s 

Quest.”

Alexander Balaban
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2017 Ukrainian Gift Catalog

Order your copy today!
1-800-265-9858

Books - Music - Calendars - Embroidery
Chocolates - Gifts - Novelty Items

“Ukraine: Europe’s Best Kept Secret, 
An Insider’s Guide,” by Maria Kachmar, 
Lviv: Paliturnyk Publishing House, 2016. 96 
pp. ($10.99 softcover, $5.99 kindle edition)

Ukraine has risen to claim its place 
among the leading countries of Europe, and 
with that rise come tourists looking to 
learn more.

There have been numerous tourism 
guidebooks on Ukraine, but this book gives 
practical advice on enhancing one’s time 
while in Ukraine.

The book is divided into three sections: 
Part 1 provides an overview of Ukraine’s 
many attractions, including its cuisine, cul-
ture, architecture and nature sites, as well 
as its hospitable people. Part 2 highlights 
city attractions in Lviv and Kyiv, with help-
ful information on attractions, entertain-
ment options, places to eat, as well as 
unique Ukrainian experiences and family-
friendly activities. Part 3 is geared toward 
those making extended stays in Ukraine 
and offers advice on medical facilities, rec-
ommendations on shopping and transpor-
tation, as well as tips on meeting locals, get-
ting to know the Ukrainian way of life, eti-
quette and more.

Ms. Kachmar, a mother of two daugh-
ters, is a Ukrainian Canadian educator and 
linguist, who is originally from Edmonton. 
She has lived in Ukraine for nearly 10 
years, having also lived and worked in 
Germany, Poland, Austria and Qatar, and 
appreciates the insights that can be gained 
from living internationally. Her interests 
focus on child development, child multilin-

“The Crime of Chernobyl: The Nuclear 
Gulag,” by Wladimir Tchertkoff, London: 
Glagoslav Publications, 2015. ISBN: 
9781784379315. 632p.  paperback ($28.10), 
hardcover ($35) and e-book ($9.99). 

To mark the 30th anniversary of the 
Chornobyl nuclear disaster of April 26, 
1986, Wladimir Tchertkoff has published a 
book based on his findings while document-
ing the Chornobyl story for various news 
outlets. He has visited the site of the world’s 
worst nuclear accident multiple times.

The book was originally published in 
French in 2006 by Actes SUD. Mr. 
Tchertkoff interviewed residents of the vil-
lages in northern Ukraine and southern 
Belarus, where they were consuming 
radioactively poisoned food items on a 

Insider’s guide to travel in Ukraine Findings about the crime of Chornobyl

gualism, Ukrainian arts, yoga, healthy cook-
ing and environmentalism. She enjoys 
spending time with her family outdoors. 

This is her second book; her first book, 
published in 2001,  was “A Semester in 
Lviv.” 

She hopes that her new book will 
inspire others to discover Ukraine, pro-
mote the tourism industry in Ukraine and 
provide valuable intercultural connections.

The book is available in print via Amazon.
com and also as an e-book, (www.amazon.
comukraine-europe-best-kept-secret-insid-
ers-ebook/dp/B01DBTECNC). For more 
information, readers may contact Ms. 
Kachmar at MKachmar.books@gmail.com.

(Continued on page 34)
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HILLSIDE, N.J. – St. Nicholas visited the children and 
parishioners of Immaculate Conception Ukrainian Catholic 
Church in Hillside, N.J., on Sunday, December 4.

The children honored St. Nicholas by presenting an inspir-
ing bilingual holiday entertainment program that included 

Christmas music performed on the piano, clarinet, trumpet 
and saxophone, as well as several vocal selections of Christmas 
melodies. The Rev. Vasyl Vladyka, parish administrator, led 
the attendees in prayer and koliady. Russ Pencak served as 
liaison to St. Nicholas. Mike Szpyhulsky served as emcee.

HARTFORD, Conn. – Members 
of St. Michael Ukrainian Catholic 
Church in Hartford. Conn., remem-
bered Tymish Melnyk, Ukrainian 
American community act iv ist 
(1919-1991), on the 25th anni-
versary of his passing with lit-
urgies offered in November. In 
addition to St. Michael Church 
and its Dibrova choir, Mr. Melnyk 
was an active member of the 
U k r a i n i a n  N a t i o n a l  H o m e , 
Ukrainian Congress Committee of 
America, Organization for Defense 
of Four Freedoms for Ukraine 
and Ukrainian American Youth 
Association, all in Hartford, for over 
40 years. In addition to local com-
munity members, who are seen in 
the two photos here (each taken 
after a different liturgy that day), in 
attendance were Vasyl Govorun 
and Andriy Melnyk of Ukraine’s 
armed forces. (The latter will partici-
pate in a physical rehabilitation pro-
gram in California through Revive 
Ukraine Soldiers.)

– Myron Kolinsky

daily basis. Also interviewed were the “liquidators” who 
sacrificed their lives in the initial days of the clean-up 
effort and those who extinguished the fire that had spread 
at the power station. The author documents the health 
effects and premature deaths they experienced. Doctors 
and physicists made up the third group of people who 
were interviewed by Mr. Tchertkoff. These same doctors 
and scientists refused to deny the link between the 
Chornobyl disaster and the health effects on the popula-
tions of Ukraine and Belarus and their environments.

The book tells the story of two Belarusian scientists – 
Vassili Nestrenko and Yury Bandazhevsky – who risked 
their careers and their own health and personal safety to 
aid the contaminated populations. Nestrenko, a physicist, 
and Bandazhevsky, a doctor and pathologist, were perse-
cuted in Belarus for refusing to accept the Vienna-based 
International Atomic Energy Agency’s report on the harm-
ful effects of low-dose radiation. Nestrenko died in 2008 
from exposure to high-level radiation in April 1986, when 
he flew over the exploded reactor in a helicopter.

The real health effects of the accident at Chornobyl con-
tinue to be covered up by governments, by the nuclear 
industry and by the international institutions that support 
them, the author argues. This cover-up has made it a cer-
tainty that, sooner or later, another catastrophe will occur. 
In 2011, following an earthquake and tsunami, three reac-
tors at the Fukushima Daiichi Power Plant experienced a 
nuclear meltdown. The health effects there are only just 
beginning to manifest.

Mr. Tchertkoff was born in 1935 in the former 
Yugoslavia, and his parents immigrated to France from 
Russia. In the 1960s he moved to Italy. As an Italian citi-
zen, he worked for the Italian TV company RAI, then with 
the Swiss company TSI.

While working for TSI in the 1990s, he documented the 
aftermath of the Chornobyl accident. Being able to con-
verse in Russian, he had direct communication with first-
hand witnesses who saw the disaster and the Soviet gov-
ernment’s response, as well as the international nuclear 
lobby. Survivors also explained the effect on the health of 
the people in the surrounding areas of the fallout. 

In 2003, Mr. Tchertkoff and Emanuela Andreoli 
released the film “The Sacrifice” that documented the lives 
of the liquidators following the Chornobyl disaster.  He 
also was among the founders of the organization Children 
of Chernobyl Belarus. 

Readers can obtain copies of the book at their local book-
sellers and online retailers, including Amazon and Barnes & 
Noble. Readers may also contact Ksenia Papzova at 
Glagoslav Publications in the Netherlands, +31-0-13-744-
00-27 or visit the publisher’s website, www.glagoslav.com.

(Continued from page 33)

Findings...

St. Nicholas poses with Hillside, N.J., parish children and the Rev. Vasyl Vladyka, parish administrator.

WILMINGTON, Del. – St. 
Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic 
Church in Wilmington, Del., 
had the pleasure of hav-
ing a former pastor, Bishop 
John Bura ,  ce lebra te 
divine liturgy on Sunday, 
December 4. Afterwards, 
the faithful had a luncheon 
in the church hall while the 
children were treated to 
the traditional visit by St. 
Nicholas. Pictured above is 
Bishop Bura delivering his 
homily during liturgy.

– Eugene Serba

Former pastor, now bishop, celebrates liturgy

 St. Nicholas visits Hillside parish

Hartford remembers Ukrainian American community activist
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Through December 31 Art exhibit by Ola Rondiak, “Vinok,” Ukrainian National 
Chicago Museum, 312-421-8020 or 
 www.ukrainiannationalmuseum.org

Through January 29 Art exhibit, “Cubism Collage Cybergrams Concrete: 4 
Chicago Artists from Moholy-Nagy’s School” Ukrainian Institute 
 of Modern Art, 773-227-5522 or www.uima-chicago.org

Through Art exhibit featuring seven artists Luba Drozd, Adriana
September 3, 2017 Farmiga, Maya Hayuk, Roman M. Hrab, Yuri Masnyj, 
New York Christina Shmigel and Marko Shuhan, “CIM (Seven),”
 The Ukrainian Museum, www.ukrainianmuseum.org
 or 212-228-0110

December 21-22 Christmas Bake Sale, St. Luke Ukrainian Orthodox 
Warners, NY Church, 315-469-4851 or events@stlukes.org

December 30 Presentation by Valentyna Vochkovska, “Ukrainian 
Chicago Book Treasures,” Ukrainian National Museum,
 312-421-8020 or www.ukrainiannationalmuseum.org

December 31 New Year’s Eve Party, Ukrainian Homestead,
Lehighton, PA www.ukrhomestead.com or 610-377-4621

December 31 New Year’s Eve celebration, Soyuzivka Heritage Center,
Kerhonkson, NY www.soyuzivka.com

December 31 New Year’s Eve Party, with music by Eyzopen, 
New York Ukrainian Institute of America,
 www.ukrainianinstitute.org

December 31 New Year’s Eve party, with music by Anna-Maria,
Whippany, NJ  Ukrainian American Cultural Center of New Jersey,
 www.uaccnj.org or 201-213-4321

2017 
January 6 Traditional Ukrainian Christmas Eve Supper,
Kerhonkson, NY Soyuzivka Heritage Center, www.soyuzivka.com or 
 845-626-5641

January 7 Community Ukrainian Christmas celebration “Rizdvo,”
Austin, TX Austin Texas Ukrainians, Blackhawk Amenity Center, 
 facebook.com/events/634180873452717/?notif_t=pla
 n_user_associated&notif_id=1479667590734636

January 13 Pub Night, with music by The Gilbride Tait Duo, Ukrainian
Philadelphia American Citizens Association, tomaz4@yahoo.com

January 13-31 Art exhibit, “Harmony,” by Volodymyr Ilchyshyn,
Chicago Ukrainian National Museum, 312-421-8020 or 
 www.ukrainiannationalmuseum.org

January 14 Malanka, Zorepad Ukrainian Dance Ensemble,
Latham, NY The Century House, 518-496-4071 or 518-495-1084
 (advance only)

January 14 Malanka, with music by Zvook, Ukrainian American 
Jenkintown, PA Youth Association, Ukrainian Educational and Cultural 
 Center, 267-415-6580 or phillymalanka@cym.org 

January 14 Malanka celebration, St. Vladimir Ukrainian Catholic 
Dunmore, PA Church, La Buona Vita, 570-489-1256

January 14 Malanka celebration, with music by Pavuk Bros, Dnipro 
Buffalo, NY Ukrainian Cultural Center, 716-435-7391

January 14 Malanka celebration, Ukrainian American Society of 
Dallas/Fort Worth, TX Texas, Hyatt Regency Hotel, www.uast.org

January 21 Presentation of Debutantes, Plast Ukrainian Scouting 
Whippany, NJ Organization – Newark Branch, Hanover Marriott, 
 973-809-7580 or 800-228-9290

January 27-29 Ukraine booth at The New York Times Travel Show, 
New York U.S.-Ukraine Foundation, Jacob K. Javits Center, 
 info@usukraine.org or 202-524-6551

Entries in “Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to events 
advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome submissions 
from all our readers. Items will be published at the discretion of the editors 
and as space allows. Please send e-mail to mdubas@ukrweekly.com.
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for only $70* 
Tradit ional Ukrainian Christmas Eve Supper

Традиційна Свята Вечеря
Friday, January 6, 2017 

beginning at 6 pm 

$35 per person, $15 for children age 5-10   
For room and / or meal reservations please call 

Soyuzivka
216 Foordmore Road • Kerhonkson NY 12446 

845-626-5641 • www.Soyuzivka.com
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Selfreliance Ukrainian American Federal Credit Union

SUMA (Yonkers) Federal Credit Union
Heritage Foundation of 1st Security Federal Savings Bank

Anonymous donor
Shevchenko Scientific Society U.S.A.

Bahriany Foundation
and others

Our online archives 
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Explore the archives 
of The Ukrainian Weekly and Svoboda online: 

www.ukrweekly.com 
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of The Ukrainian Weekly and Svoboda online


