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Russia’s war in Ukraine
must not be ‘forgotten’

by Paul Goble

On January 31, the BBC described 
the fighting in and around the 
Ukrainian city of Avdiyivka as “the 
front line of Europe’s ‘forgotten war,’ ” 
a characterization if accepted that 
ranks alongside Nevil Chamberlain’s 
dismissive remark about Hitler’s 
demands on Czechoslovakia as “a 
quarrel in a far-away country between 
people of whom we know nothing.”

The BBC title (bbc.com/news/
world-europe-38818543) at least put 
the term in quotation marks suggest-
ing its problematic nature, but tragi-
cally what the British news outlet is 
saying is true: Many in the West are 
forgetting or out of laziness or self-
centeredness pretending to forget the 
bloody consequences of Russia’s con-
tinuing aggression in Ukraine.

In the 1930s, Prague truly was fur-
ther away psychologically and in 
terms of media attention than is 
Avdiyivka today.  Many in Britain were 
still in shock from the trenches of 
World War I, faced the difficulties of 
the depression and wanted above all 
to turn inward and away from the 
broader world.

Now, Europeans and the West more 
generally have no such justification, if 
justification that can be said to be.  Not 
only has Russian aggression in 
Ukraine been documented by all 
observers not desirous of cooperation 
with Moscow “uber alles,” but the 
Internet means that anyone who has 
not plunged his or her head in the 
sand can see what is going on.

The problem now is not the lack of 
information but its superfluity, the fact 
that people are bombarded with so 
much information that they fail to pay 
attention to anything for very long and 
the equally important fact that some 
regimes like that in the Kremlin 
exploit that fact by promoting a fog of 
“alternative facts” and suggesting it’s 
time to “look beyond” the past.

That argument has always been a 
favorite of authoritarians.  But it is fun-
damentally flawed: There are some 
things that can’t be forgotten, however 
much some would like them to be, and 
among those are Russia’s illegal 
Anschluss of Ukraine’s Crimea and its 
continuing aggression in eastern 
Ukraine.

by Mark Raczkiewycz

KYIV – Hundreds of mourners came to 
Independence Square on February 1 to 
honor seven soldiers from the 72nd 
Separate Mechanized Brigade who died 
defending Avdiyivka in Donetsk Oblast from 
repeated Russian onslaughts this week. 

A day after U.S. President Donald Trump 
spoke with his Russian counterpart, 
Vladimir Putin, over the phone, combined 
Russian-separatist forces on January 29 
launched attacks along most of the 450-kilo-
meter front line in eastern Ukraine. Fighting 
continues as of February 1, marking an esca-
lation in hostilities not seen in months. 

Heavy artillery barrages and ground 
assaults were centered mostly on Avdiyivka. 
A town of about 16,000 people, it’s located 
some 24 kilometers north of Russia-
occupied Donetsk, and is home to Europe’s 
biggest coking coal production plant. 

The seven servicemen were killed on 
January 29-30. Rows of stolid-faced sol-
diers stood on the Maidan holding carna-
tions in their bare hands in freezing tem-
peratures. Some eventually couldn’t 
restrain their emotions and started weep-
ing. Hundreds knelt on one knee during a 
prayer to show respect for the fallen. 

“They [the soldiers] protected us, all 
who stand here today, with their backs, 
they protected a peaceful city… They gave 
up the most valuable thing they possessed, 
they gave up their lives,” said Olena 

Mokrenchuk, spokesperson for the 72nd 
Brigade, on the stage during the afternoon 
memorial.

One more soldier fell on January 31, 
bringing the number killed in action for 
January to 20, and an additional 117 wound-
ed. Two more soldiers were killed on 
February 1, and six were wounded in action 
that day. As The Weekly went to press, the 
total number of soldiers killed in the Russian 
assault that began on January 29 stood at 10.

Kyiv blamed Moscow for instigating the 
escalation. Meanwhile, a U.S. representative 
to the Organization for Security and 

Cooperation in Europe – the 57-state body 
whose Special Monitoring Mission in 
Ukraine is tasked with ascertaining imple-
mentation of a ceasefire accord – called on 
“Russia to stop the violence, honor the 
ceasefire, withdraw heavy weapons, and 
end attempts to seize new territory beyond 
the line of contact.”

Moscow and its proxies, in turn, blamed 
Kyiv for the hostilities, while President Petro 
Poroshenko called the latest Russian assault 
an act of “barbarism” as he prematurely left 

UCC
KYIV – During an event celebrating the 

25th anniversary of diplomatic relations 
between Canada and Ukraine on January 
27, the Embassy of Canada in Ukraine, 
together with the Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress (UCC) and the international chari-
table foundation Caritas Ukraine trans-
ferred 10 ambulances donated from 
Canada to medical institutions of different 
regions of Ukraine.

The project “Ambulances for Ukraine” 
was initiated by the Saskatchewan-Ukraine 
Relations Advisory Committee (SURAC) 
and now, given its national scope, is led by 
the UCC Ukraine Appeal in partnership 
with Paramedic Chiefs of Canada, in 
response to the critical need for high-tech 
medical ambulances created by Russia’s 
invasion of Ukraine and the resulting 
humanitarian crisis.

“The ambulances were donated from 
across Canada, from Quebec to Alberta, and 

Ukraine mourns fallen soldiers 
amid uptick in Kremlin’s Donbas war

‘Ambulances for Ukraine’ project delivers 10 vehicles from Canada

(Continued on page 18)
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In Kyiv on February 1, Ukrainian soldiers pray for their comrade-in-arms killed in 
the Russian offensive on Avdiyivka.

Andriy Dubchak/RadioSvoboda.org
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Canada’s Ambassador to Ukraine Roman Waschuk (third from right) and other 
Canadian representatives in Kyiv during the presentation on January 28 of 10 ambu-
lances donated from Canada to medical institutions in various regions of Ukraine. 

The vehicles were donated as part of the “Ambulances for Ukraine” project.
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Tillerson OKd as secretary of state

WASHINGTON – The U.S. Senate has con-
firmed the former CEO of oil giant 
ExxonMobil, Rex Tillerson, as secretary of 
state. The chamber voted 56-43 on 
February 1 to confirm Mr. Tillerson. Four 
Democrats joined all 52 Republicans in 
approving him. As CEO, Mr. Tillerson over-
saw major drilling and exploration around 
the world, including in Russia. That wor-
ried some Senate Democrats, who charged 
he would be overly conciliatory to Russia 
and seek to undo economic sanctions 
imposed over Moscow’s 2014 annexation 
of the Ukrainian region of Crimea and its 
active support for separatist militants in 
eastern Ukraine. ExxonMobil was working 
with the Russian state-owned oil giant 
Rosneft on a massive, multibillion-dollar 
Arctic drilling project when the administra-
tion of then-President Barack Obama 
placed sanctions on Russia in 2014. 
ExxonMobil later said the move was 
expected to end up costing it as much as $1 
billion. At his confirmation hearings before 
a Senate committee last month, Mr. 
Tillerson portrayed Russia as a dangerous 
and destabilizing global actor that disre-
gards U.S. interests. But he also said 
Moscow was not unpredictable and that 
Washington should improve its under-
standing of the Kremlin’s thinking. Mr. 
Tillerson’s backers say his experience run-
ning a huge multinational company that 
employs nearly 84,000 employees makes 
him eminently qualified to run the sprawl-
ing diplomatic bureaucracy of the State 
Department. Mr. Trump has hailed Mr. 
Tillerson’s background in the private sector, 
saying it makes him a capable negotiator. 
Mr. Tillerson will take the helm of the State 
Department just as hundreds of State 
Department employees have signaled open 
criticism of the Trump administration, in 
particular a recent executive order tempo-
rarily banning refugees and migrants from 
seven predominantly Muslim countries 
from entering the United States.  (RFE/RL, 
with reporting by AP, AFP and Reuters)

Stoltenberg on dialogue with Russia 

BRUSSELS – NATO Secretary-General 
Jens Stoltenberg says the alliance and the 
new U.S. administration agree on the need 

for dialogue with Russia “from a position of 
strength.” Mr. Stoltenberg said on January 
31 that in phone conversations with U.S. 
President Donald Trump and Defense 
Secretary James Mattis, “they all conveyed 
the same message: that the United States 
remains committed to NATO and the trans-
Atlantic bond.” He added, “The message of 
the new administration is that they also 
want dialogue with Russia but from a posi-
tion of strength.” Relations between NATO 
and Russia have sunk to lows not seen since 
the Cold War amid tension over Moscow’s 
annexation of Ukraine’s Crimean Peninsula 
in 2014, its backing of insurgents in eastern 
Ukraine, its involvement in the Syrian con-
flict, and other issues. Mr. Trump, who took 
office on January 20, has called for 
improved relations with Russia and has rat-
tled Europe with criticism of NATO and 
praise for Britain’s plans to leave the 
European Union. He has called NATO “obso-
lete” but also said the alliance is still “very 
important” to him. (RFE/RL, based on 
reporting by AFP and TASS)

Poroshenko cuts short Germany trip 

KYIV – Ukrainian President Petro 
Poroshenko cut short a working visit to 
Germany to oversee an emergency situa-
tion that has developed around the eastern 
Ukrainian town of Avdiyivka. Officials said 
on January 30 that there was heavy shelling 
from Russia-supported militants in 
Avdiyivka, near the city of Donetsk over-
night. At least 12 people were reported 
killed, including three Ukrainian soldiers in 
the latest violence, despite the fact of an 
“indefinite” ceasefire was agreed last 
month. A spokesman for Mr. Poroshenko 
told Interfax that the situation around 
Avdiyivka has become “an emergency situ-
ation verging on a humanitarian disaster.” 
Earlier, Mr. Poroshenko met with German 
Chancellor Angela Merkel, telling her that 
the West should extend and strengthen 
sanctions against Russia if there is no prog-
ress in implementing the Minsk agree-
ments on resolving the conflict. He also dis-
cussed the conflict in eastern Ukraine with 
German Foreign Minister Sigmar Gabriel. 
(RFE/RL, based on reporting by BBC, RIA 
Novosti and Interfax)

(Continued on page 14)
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by Sergey Sukhankin
Eurasia Daily Monitor

Russia’s military aggression against 
Ukraine, starting in 2014, has naturally had 
a galvanizing effect on the Ukrainian mili-
tary-industrial complex and its potential. 
According to various sources, this progress 
has been most apparent in areas including 
heavy weapons and equipment, production 
of small arms and light weapons, as well as 
mobile ballistic missile systems.

Perhaps the most notable advancement 
has been related to the development of 
advanced tanks and heavy weapons and 
equipment. In mid-January, it was declared 
that Ukraine had completed work on a new 
type of tank known as the “T-rex,” a transi-
tional, domestically produced, highly mod-
ernized improvement on Soviet-era T-64 
and T-72 models (Uprom.info, January 12; 
Euromaidan Press, January 18). Sergey 
Zgurets, the editor-in-chief of the major 
Ukrainian military magazine Defense 
Express, has argued that, in terms of its 
technical characteristics, the T-rex is “com-
parable to the most advanced up-to-date 
tanks produced in the world, including the 
widely promoted and well-known [T-14] 
Armata,” being produced by Russia 
(Korrespondent.net, January 14).

This optimism of Ukrainian (and many 
international) experts and officials has, of 
course, been met with skepticism and deri-
sive remarks coming from Russian officials 

and specialists in the field. For instance, 
Russian Deputy Prime Minister Dmitry 
Rogozin declared, via Twitter, that the “mil-
itary industrial complex of Ukraine has cre-
ated a new tank made of trash bins”; 
whereas, the “independent” Russian mili-
tary expert Alexey Khlopotov suggested 
that the T-rex tanks should not be taken 
seriously since Ukraine “does not have the 
necessary technology and expertise.” 
According to Mr. Khlopotov, Ukraine’s tank 
development program is “merely about the 
redistribution of financial means” 
(Tvzvezda.ru , October 13, 2016). 

Nonetheless, at the November 2016 
International Defense Exhibition and 
Seminar (IDEAS), in Karachi, many coun-
tries from the Middle East, North Africa 
and Asia (in particular Pakistan) in fact 
showed great interest in domestically pro-
duced Ukrainian tank designs – especially 
the Oplot-M (Military-informant.com, 
November 28, 2016).

In addition to heavy armor, Ukraine’s 
military industrial complex has also been 
making new gains in missile technology. 
The country plans to replace its Soviet-era 
Tactical Operational Missile Complex 
Tochka-U (SS-21 Scarab in NATO terminol-
ogy) with more advanced Grom short-
range ballistic missiles, built domestically 
(Sputnik News, August 7, 2016). The Grom 
is reportedly being developed with the 

by John C.K. Daly
Eurasia Daily Monitor

Ukroboronprom, the state entity respon-
sible for Ukraine’s military-industrial com-
plex, announced that it would begin joint 
production with the U.S. company 
Aeroscraft of a Ukrainian variant of the M16 
assault rifle – to be renamed the WAC-47. 

Sergei Mykytyuk, the director of Ukr-
oboronprom subsidiary Ukroboronservis, 
told journalists at a January 3 press confer-
ence in Kyiv with Aeroscraft CEO Igor 
Pasternak and Ukroboronprom director 
Vladimir Korobov, “The first weapon for the 
pilot project will be manufactured in Ukraine 
– a model M16 automatic rifle designated 
the WAC-47. Weapons manufacture to NATO 
[North Atlantic Treaty Organization] stan-
dards is an important part of the develop-
ment and reform of the Ukrainian military-
industrial complex.” Aeroscraft’s Mr. 
Pasternak added, “The M-16 project was 
conceived some time ago, as the Ukrainian 
armed forces, border guards and National 
Guard will, with time, switch to NATO stan-
dards” (Presa Ukraini, January 3).

Since the 1991 implosion of the Soviet 
Union, Russia and Ukraine have been 
attempting to disentangle their inherited 
remnants of the Soviet military-industrial 
complex. But over the years, ongoing col-
laboration has grown hostage to gradually 
worsening political and economic relations 
between Moscow and Kyiv.

In the most prominent example of this 
downturn, following Russia’s illegal March 
2014 absorption of Crimea, Ukraine’s state-
owned Zoria-Mashproekt defense company 
ceased providing gas turbines to Russia. 
These turbines were important compo-

nents in Russia’s new Admiral Grigorovich-
class and Admiral Gorshkov-class guided-
missile frigates (Zmturbines.com, August 
31, 2016). The export ban delayed the 
launch of several ships and forced Russian 
shipbui lder  United  Shipbui lding 
Corporation (USC) to issue a statement not-
ing that, because of the Ukrainian arms 
embargo, Russia would employ domestic 
jet engine manufacturer Saturn to build the 
gas turbines, with delivery scheduled for 
late 2017 and 2018. USC promised to sue 
Zoria-Mashproekt for two undelivered gas 
turbine engines that it already paid for 
(Oaoosk.ru, June 8, 2015). 

Given that the issues of both Crimea and 
eastern Ukraine remain unresolved, rising 
political and military tensions between 
Ukraine and Russia are certain to continue 
for the foreseeable future.

Ukraine’s decision to manufacture 
assault rifles compatible with NATO stan-
dards represents the most decisive break 
yet with the remnants of its Soviet military-
industrial complex heritage. Moreover, it is 
a significant symbol of Kyiv’s ongoing inter-
est in eventual membership in the North 
Atlantic alliance.

When the joint venture was announced, 
Ukroboronprom Deputy General Director 
Volodymyr Korobov said Ukraine’s adoption 
of NATO’s international standards was part 
of the government’s strategy of reforming 
and developing the Ukrainian defense 
industry (Interfax-Ukraine, January 3).

Ukraine has even considered the possibil-
ity of selling domestically produced arma-
ments to NATO member states. On 
November 30, 2016, for the first time, in the 

Ukraine upgrades military potential
with new tanks and missiles

Ukraine to produce M16 assault rifle
in joint venture with U.S. firm
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by Pavel Baev
Eurasia Daily Monitor

For Moscow, the first 10 days of Donald 
Trump’s presidency raised enough uncer-
tainty and speculation about his political 
course in general and intentions regarding 
Russia in particular to fill the usual bench-
mark of 100 days. Russian pundits now 
promise few if any miracles for their coun-
try’s relations with the United States. And 
Russian public opinion regarding expecta-
tions of improved bilateral ties has slipped 
from a high of 54 percent in November, 
down to 46 percent. Of those, only 7 percent 
of Russians believe President Trump will 
bring “significant” improvement to the bilat-
eral relationship (Levada.ru, January 26). 

Meanwhile, the prospect of a U.S.-Russia 
summit in mythical Reykjavik evaporated. 
Instead, anticipation narrowed on Mr. 
Trump’s phone call to the Kremlin, which 
Russia hoped would push the U.S. president 
to lift sanctions (Newsru.com, January 27). 
The telephone conversation did indeed 
happen on Saturday evening, January 28 
(Moscow time). But Russian President 
Vladimir Putin’s spokesman, Dmitri Peskov, 
previously hinted about a lack of prepara-
tions for “substantive contacts”; and this 
ultimately turned out to be true (RBC, 
January 27).

It is not even certain that a swift lifting of 
sanctions by the White House would be in 
Russia’s best interests because the U.S. 
Congress could then vote them into a law, 
which would be even more difficult to can-
cel (Newsru.com, January 23). Mr. Trump’s 
readiness to normalize relations with 
Russia appears to be underpinned much 
more by the desire to eliminate this issue 
from his political agenda than by the recog-
nition of Russia’s key role on the interna-
tional arena, as commentators in Moscow 
tend to believe (Fontanka.ru, January 26). 

Some keener analysts argue that in this 
attempt to cancel the “overblown” problem, 
Mr. Trump faces resistance not only from 
the “interventionists” in Washington, who 
have designated Russia as the main source 
of threat, but also from the “isolationists” 
angered by Moscow’s interference in the 
U.S. elections (Carnegie.ru, January 24). The 
Kremlin has to offer something of value for 
Washington’s course shift, and the “posi-
tive” telephone conversation did not exactly 
clarify what might be a sufficient offer.

One potential, mutually beneficial way 
forward could be traditional political bar-
gaining over reductions of their nuclear 
arsenals. Mr. Trump has casually men-
tioned this issue in one of his recent inter-
views, and there is, in fact, a solid rationale 
for restarting negotiations on ceilings for 
warheads and delivery vehicles. Indeed, the 
New START treaty (2010) expires in 2021, 
and it will almost certainly take many 
months to reach a new compromise 
(Argumenty i Fakty, January 25). 

However, Moscow believes that linking 
such negotiations to the issue of sanctions, 
would force Russia to sacrifice its proudly 
advertised nuclear modernization program 
(Moscow Echo, January 27; see Eurasia 
Daily Monitor, January 19). Naturally, this 
proposition is not particularly popular 
among the “patriotically minded” Russians 
(RIA Novosti, January 25). The Kremlin has 
also rushed to declare that symmetric cuts 
are detrimental to nuclear parity and, there-
fore, “unacceptable” (RBC, January 21).

Another possible area of rapprochement 
could be the Middle East, and Mr. Trump 
has repeatedly invited Russia to cooperate 
in the fight against the Islamic State – this 
was, in fact, a key topic of his phone call 

with Mr. Putin. Mr. Trump’s idea about “safe 
zones” in Syria is, however, a non-starter 
for Moscow, since Russia’s aerial interven-
tion specifically targets rebels of different 
persuasions anywhere it sees fit (RBC, 
January 26). 

The negotiations in Astana, Kazakhstan, 
last week on ending the civil war in Syria 
were not particularly fruitful, because the 
Bashar al-Assad regime is not inclined to 
grant any political ground to the opposition 
(Politcom.ru, January 27; see EDM, January 
26). A Russian proposal for a constitution 
ensuring the secular-civic character of the 
Syrian state and granting autonomy to the 
Kurds was not appealing to Turkey or Iran 
– and was duly turned down (Kommersant, 
January 26). Tehran watches carefully the 
changes in Washington’s position on the 
Iranian nuclear agreement and is wary of 
Mr. Trump’s influence on Israel’s Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu (RIA Novosti, 
January 26). Moscow has no influence over 
these crucial intrigues and tries instead to 
make itself relevant by signaling an inten-
tion to supply arms to Libyan renegade 
marshal Khalifa Haftar, who controls 
Benghazi and oil terminals in the Gulf of 
Sidra (Nezavisimaya Gazeta, January 19).

The central theme in Mr. Trump’s round 
of introductory talks with other world lead-
ers is trade; and this topic was reduced to 
platitudes about “restoring mutually bene-
ficial ties” in his conversation with Mr. Putin 
(Kremlin.ru, January 28). While European 
counterparts may be worried about Mr. 
Trump’s disregard for climate change, Mr. 
Putin is more concerned about the U.S. 
decision to go forward with constructing 
new transcontinental pipelines and their 
impact on the dynamics of global oil prices 
(Gazeta.ru, January 25). But as for invest-
ment opportunities in Russia, many U.S. 
businessmen – including for that matter 
Rex Tillerson, Mr. Trump’s secretary of 
state nominee – the main obstacle is not 
sanctions but rampant corruption, which 
earns Russia an inglorious 131st place on 
the index compiled by Transparency 
International (Moskovsky Komsomolets, 
January 25).

One topic that both leaders took pains to 
avoid was Russia’s cyberattacks on the U.S. 
elections, but it is unlikely to just go away. It 
certainly adds strength to British Prime 
Minister Theresa May’s warning about the 
intensity and versatility of Russia’s threat, 
aptly coined in the new motto “Engage but 
beware” (Kommersant, January 28). In 
Moscow, meanwhile, something strange is 
happening inside the cyberwarfare struc-
tures: several arrests were made in the 
Federal Security Service (FSB) Cyber 
Security Center and at Kaspersky Lab, the 
most renowned and advanced private 
Russian IT company (Novaya Gazeta, 
January 27).

Mr. Putin’s best hope at this crucial early 
stage of cultivating ties with Mr. Trump is 
centered not on a breakthrough regarding 
sanctions but on adding to the mounting 
disagreements between the United States 
and its European allies. Characteristic in 
this regard was the fact that Mr. Trump’s 
phone call (at which Vice-President Michael 
Pence, National Security Advisor Michael 
Flynn and Senior Advisor Stephen Bannon 
were present) happened between conver-
sations with German Chancellor Angela 
Merkel and French President François 
Hollande. 

Both European leaders are upset with 
the budding “beautiful friendship” between 
the unpredictable Mr. Trump and the all-

Statement delivered on January 31 by 
Chargé d’Affaires ad interim Kate M. Byrnes 
in Vienna to the Permanent Council of the 
Organization for Security and Cooperation 
in Europe. The statement was released by 
the U.S. Mission to the OSCE.

As our Ukrainian colleague has 
explained, the situation is dire in Avdiyivka, 
where a combined Russian-separatist 
assault has resulted in large numbers of 
casualties and a humanitarian emergency 
that affects 17,000 people. We call on com-
bined Russian-separatist forces to recom-
mit to the ceasefire to allow for repairs to 
critical infrastructure.

On January 26, the Russian Federation 
warned the Permanent Council that the risk 
of military escalation in eastern Ukraine 
was great. Two days later, on January 28, 
fighting escalated significantly. Combined 
Russian-separatist forces launched an 
assault against Ukrainian positions in and 
around Avdiyivka. Fighting there became so 
intense that the Special Monitoring Mission 
called the number of ceasefire violations 
“uncountable,” with explosions surpassing 
2,300 during a 24-hour period.

Although Ukrainian armed forces 
repulsed the Russian-separatist offensive, 
fighting claimed the lives of eight Ukrainian 
soldiers and wounded 26. In response to 
this latest aggressive action, Ukraine estab-
lished a new, more defensible position on 
the Ukrainian side of the contact line south 
of Avdiyivka. Ultimately, only the disen-
gagement of forces and withdrawal of 
heavy weapons on both sides of the contact 
line – as called for by the Minsk agreements 
– will allow for a sustainable ceasefire, 

which remains critically urgent for the peo-
ple of Ukraine.

Damage from the fighting has left 17,000 
people in Avdiyivka without water, electrici-
ty or heat. We understand 2,500 of these 
individuals are children. Ukraine has taken 
responsibility for the welfare of its people by 
making preparations to provide emergency 
heating for the residents of Avdiyivka, and to 
evacuate residents if necessary. Ukraine has 
called for an immediate period of silence to 
allow repairs to critical infrastructure. It is 
also attempting to convene an emergency 
meeting of the Trilateral Contact Group and 
has urged the Special Monitoring Mission to 
step up patrols in the area.

Nonetheless, combined Russian-
separatist forces have insisted they will con-
tinue to fight until Ukrainian forces retreat. 
Russia and the separatists initiated the vio-
lence in Avdiyivka. We call on Russia to stop 
the violence, honor the ceasefire, withdraw 
heavy weapons, and end attempts to seize 
new territory beyond the line of contact.

Temperatures have dropped far below 
freezing in Ukraine. Without water, electrici-
ty, or heat, the lives of thousands of people 
are at stake. Combined Russian-separatist 
forces must halt their attack on Avdiyivka. 
They must stop the violence and allow 
repairs to critical infrastructure. Most of all, 
Russia and the separatists must demon-
strate their willingness to fully abide by the 
ceasefire, a primary component of the Minsk 
agreements that they have so often broken.

U.S. Department of State
Statement to the press by Mark C. Toner, 

acting spokesperson of the U.S. Department of 
State, delivered in Washington on January 31.

The following statement was released by 
the Ukrainian Canadian Congress on 
January 31.

For the last several days, the Russian 
Federation and its proxy forces have 
unleashed intensive artillery, Grad rocket 
and mortar shelling of Ukrainian military 
positions and residential areas near 
Avdiyivka and surrounding locations.

According to the Ukrainian army’s 
General Staff, eight Ukrainian soldiers were 
killed and 36 wounded due to shelling and 
attacks by Russian and proxy forces on 
January 29-January 30 alone.

Two civilians have been injured as a 
result of shelling by Russian and proxy 
forces. The shelling by Russian and proxy 
forces has cut off electricity in Yasynovata 
and Avdiyivka. According to Ukraine’s 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, more than 
400,000 civilians in the region have no 
access to water, electricity and heating.

The United States Mission to the OSCE 
stated, “Russia and the separatists initiated 
the violence in Avdiyivka. We call on Russia 
to stop the violence, honor the ceasefire, 
withdraw heavy weapons, and end 
attempts to seize new territory beyond the 
line of contact.”

As Ukraine’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
stated, “The Kremlin’s actions may qualify as 
a war crime, a gross violation of the Geneva 
Convention of 12 August 1949, and an unlaw-
ful, wanton and extensive destruction of 
property not justified by military necessity.”

“This escalation in violence is a very 

troubling sign that Russia intends to inten-
sify its war against Ukraine,” stated Ihor 
Michalchyshyn, executive director and CEO 
of the Ukrainian Canadian Congress. “The 
Russian Federation has repeatedly shown 
through its actions that it has no intention 
of abiding by the Minsk agreements and 
withdrawing its army from sovereign 
Ukrainian land. As one of Ukraine’s stead-
fast allies, it is imperative that Canada 
respond in support of Ukraine.”

International pressure on Russia must 
be increased in order to ensure that Russia 
end its invasion of Ukraine. The UCC calls 
on Canada to:

1. Issue a strong condemnation of this 
serious escalation by the Russian Federation 
and demand that Russia abide by the cease-
fire it has signed.

2. Work with allies to significantly 
increase sanctions on the Russian Federation 
in response to Russia’s increasing aggression, 
including banning Russia from the SWIFT 
international payments system.

3. Provide Ukraine with the defensive 
equipment it needs to defend its territory, 
including anti-tank, anti-artillery and sur-
veillance equipment.

Ukraine has been fighting to defend itself 
from Russia for almost three years. Russia 
has consistently breached ceasefire agree-
ments and ignored calls from the internation-
al community to end its invasion of Ukraine 
and reverse its occupation of Ukrainian terri-
tory. The response of the international com-
munity must be strengthened, and we call on 
Canada to lead that response.

U.S. Mission to the OSCE

Much ado about Trump’s phone call with Putin

UCC on Russia’s escalation
of attacks against Ukraine

On the deteriorating situation in Avdiyivka
 NEWS ANALYSIS FOR THE RECORD

(Continued on page 21)

(Continued on page 21)
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 WINDOW ON EURASIA  FOR THE RECORD

by Paul Goble

In case anyone thinks that Vladimir 
Putin is not convinced that he is going to 
get everything he wants from Donald 
Trump – an end to sanctions, deference to 
Russia’s claim of a sphere of influence over 
the former Soviet space and much else – a 

Russian television broadcast last evening 
should convince them of that fact.

On his weekly program, Dmitry Kiselyov, 
the Russian host who not so long ago talk-
ed about Russia’s ability to reduce the 
United States to a pile of radioactive rubble, 
positively reviewed the Trump administra-
tion and declared that Russia and the U.S. 
have “always cooperated in difficult times” 
(rusmonitor.com/pavel-pryanikov-dmitrijj-
kiseljov-napominaet-chto-rossiya-i-ssha-v-
slozhnye-momenty-vsegda-byli-druzyami-
i-soyuznikami.html).

Given the central role of state television 
in Mr. Putin’s regime, such a statement was 
clearly intended to send two important sig-
nals to Russians: Russian-American coop-
eration is back now that Mr. Trump is presi-
dent, and this cooperation will take the 
form first and foremost of a combined mili-
tary effort against ISIS in the Middle East. 

by Paul Goble

Valery Solovey, one of the best connect-
ed and most thoughtful of Moscow’s for-
eign policy commentators, says that the 
telephone call between Donald Trump and 
Vladimir Putin was the “first step toward ‘a 
big deal’ ” between the two, not only over 
bilateral ties, but also over a re-division of 
the world that will leave many countries at 
Russia’s mercy.

The professor at Moscow State Institute 
of International Relations (known as 
MGIMO) outlined what he sees as the seven 
most important aspects of such a deal in a 
Facebook post that subsequently has been 
picked up by other outlets (https://www.
facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=1
842744842662560&id=10000781186437
8&pnref=story).

In case anyone thinks Putin isn’t getting 
exactly what he wants from Trump… 

The emerging Putin-Trump ‘big deal’

The following statement was released by 
the Ukrainian Congress Committee of 
America on January 30.

The Ukrainian Congress Committee of 
America (UCCA), the nation’s largest repre-
sentative body of Americans of Ukrainian 
descent, has consistently advocated for 
Ukraine’s freedom and independence over 
the course of three-quarters of a century. As 
a united voice for our community, we have 
stood behind national policies designed to 
“make America strong in power” and “reso-
lute in its foreign relations” (Address of the 
First Ukrainian American Congress, May 24, 
1940), have repeatedly called upon the 
United States to live up to its obligations to 
Ukraine as a signator of the Budapest 
Memorandum, and have forthrightly advo-
cated for maintaining and strengthening the 
existing sanctions regime against the 
Russian Federation until the withdrawal of 
all covert and overt Russian forces and 
equipment from Ukraine. 

Therefore, when a senior adviser to 
President Donald Trump suggests in a tele-
vised interview that lifting U.S. sanctions on 
Russia is “under consideration” by the 
United States, we believe it is incumbent on 
the president and our elected officials to 
come out and correct the record.

The United States, as the bastion of 
democracy in the free world, and the presi-
dent, as its executive, must always take the 
lead in promoting international norms, 
defending basic human rights and free-
doms, and charting a course of geopolitical 
stability. Ukraine today stands as the only 
non-NATO partner nation to have contrib-

uted actively to all NATO-led operations 
and missions for the past 20 years and 
deserves, at minimum, the same support 
given to other strategic allies by the United 
States. Over the course of the past 1,000 
days, Russia’s war on Ukraine has taken 
over 10,000 lives, displaced over 2 million 
civilians (the largest wartime displacement 
in Europe since World War II), and bears 
the responsibility for downing a commer-
cial airliner over Ukraine, killing 298 inno-
cent men, women and children.

While every new administration looks to 
take a fresh approach to foreign policy, even 
the mention of possibly  lifting the existing 
sanctions against Russia while the two larg-
est militaries in Europe are actively engaged 
in this nearly three-year-old land war sends 
a dangerous message to our adversaries, 
and puts to question America’s ability to 
lead the Euro-Atlantic alliance through this 
new century untainted by world wars. 

Our community, like other ethnic com-
munities throughout this great nation 
whose people and homelands have come 
under attack by Vladimir Putin’s Russia, 
believe instead that the United States 
should maintain and strengthen sanctions 
to ratchet up the pressure on Russia and 
those companies which support Russia’s 
illegal actions in Ukraine. The United States 
should also further develop the 20-year 
military relationship with Ukraine, and 
press forward with the European 
Reassurance Initiative with a persistent 
rotational presence of air, land and sea forc-
es on the territory of NATO allies such as 

UCCA urges continued U.S. support of Ukraine

(Continued on page 21)(Continued on page 18)

Paul Goble is a long-time specialist on 
ethnic and religious questions in Eurasia 
who has served in various capacities in the 
U.S. State Department, the Central 
Intelligence Agency and the International 
Broadcasting Bureau, as well as at the Voice 
of America and Radio Free Europe/Radio 
Liberty and the Carnegie Endowment for 
International Peace. The article above is 
reprinted with permission from his blog 
called “Window on Eurasia” (http://windo-
woneurasia2.blogspot.com/).
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The 2016 sports year was an internationally compet-
itive one with Ukraine an active participant on the 
world stage. After a dreadful performance at soc-

cer’s 2016 Euro Cup and a disappointing result at the Rio 
Summer Olympic Games, Ukraine demonstrated it is a 
world leader in Paralympic sports. 

Three straight losses on the pitch in a somewhat chal-
lenging grouping with Poland, Germany and Northern 
Ireland cost national coach Mykhailo Fomenko his job. 
Ukraine continued its downward trend of medaling at the 
Summer Olympics, where Oleh Vernyayev was a rare cele-
brated podium presence. Expectations for Ukraine were 
still high heading into the third international contest and 
this time the nation exceeded them with an unbelievable 
third overall showing at the Rio Paralympic Games. 
Ukraine won 117 medals at the Paralympics, including 41 
gold and 37 silver. On the heels of winning 84 medals and 
placing fourth overall in 2012, Ukraine firmly established 
itself as a Paralympics power. Ukrainian Vasyl Lomachenko 
solidified himself as a boxing champion by winning and 
defending the WBO junior lightweight title. Ukrainian ten-
nis star Elina Svitolina shocked the world when she defeat-
ed American champion Serena Williams in round of 16 
Olympics tennis. In a sign of the times, the Ukrainian rhyth-
mic gymnastics, five-a-side ultimate fighting and biathlon 
teams boycotted scheduled competitions held in Russia – 
the Moscow Grand Prix (February 19-21) and the Alina 
Cup (February 19-20).

The Ukrainian Weekly’s sports correspondent’s annual 
sports awards for 2016: 

• Most Outstanding Male Athlete – Maksym Krypak, 
Paralympic swimming.

• Most Outstanding Female Athlete – Hanna 
Rizatdinova, rhythmic gymnastics.

• Most Outstanding Coach – Hennadiy Vdovychenko, 
Paralympic swimming team.

• Rookie of the Year – Colton Parayko, St. Louis Blues.
• Team of the Year – Ukraine Paralympic Swimming Team.
Here comes our annual highlight package of the year’s 

top performances in sporting competitions and a recap of 
Ukrainian sports headlines from around the globe and our 
diaspora.

Eight all-star teams competed at the 17th Little League 
tournament in Kremenets, Ukraine, at the end of May with 
Kremenets beating Rivne 7-1 in the June 1 final. Ukraine 
won its first European Under-21 BASEBALL Championship 
on August 1-4 in Tel Aviv, Israel, after defeating Russia 7-5. 
The ninth Ukraine Little League Championships for 
orphans and invited New Programs was played in 
Kremenets, Ternopil Oblast in late September. 

Sviatoslav Mykhailiuk enrolled at the University of 
Kansas to play BASKETBALL at one of the NCAA’s most 
storied college hoops programs in hopes of an NBA career. 
Alex Len of the NBA’s Phoenix Suns enjoyed a break-
through second half of the 2015-2016 season when he 
averaged 12.5 points and 10 rebounds per game, making 
himself a valuable contributor to a rebuilding squad and 
setting himself up for a most lucrative second contract. 

Ukraine’s women’s BIATHLON team (Iryna Varvynets, 
Yuliia Dzhima, Valj Semerenko + Olena Pidhrushna) won 
gold at the BMW Biathlon World Cup 5 in Germany on 

January 10-17. Ukraine’s mixed relay team (Yuliya 
Zhuravok, Nadiia Bielkina, Andriy Dotsenko + Artem 
Pryma) won gold at the IBU Cup Biathlon 5 in Italy on 
January 13-17. Ukraine’s mixed relay team (Bielkina, Yana 
Bondar, Ruslan Tkalenko + Dmytro Rusynov) won gold at 
the IBU Cup Biathlon 6 in Aber, Germany, on January 
20-23. Ukraine’s single mixed relay team (Anastasiya 
Merkushyna + Artem Tyshchenko) won gold with a 
41:50.9 time. Pidhrushna won gold in the women’s 7.5-km 
sprint race at the BMW IBU World Cup 7 on February 3-7 
in Alberta, Canada. Bielkina won first place in the wom-
en’s 7.5-km sprint at the IBU Cup Biathlon 8 in Italy on 
March 9-13. Merkushyna won gold in the women’s junior 
12.5-km race at the IBU Junior Open European 
Championships in Slovenia on March 16-20.

April 23 in Kyiv saw featherweight Oleg Malinovsky 
defeat Russian Ruslan Berchuk for the WBO European 
title. On May 6 in Odesa, heavyweight Andrey Rudenko 
bested Mike Mello (USA) for the vacant WBC International 
Silver Heavyweight title. Bantamweight Oleksandr 
Yehorov won a unanimous decision over Andrey Isael of 
Belarus in mid-May, claiming the vacant World BOXING 
Association Continental title. Featherweight Oleg 
Yefimovych won by third-round KO versus Eugene Sorin 
Tanasic of Romania for the WBA Continental title. 
Cruiserweight Dmytro Kucher claimed the EOU title with 
a first-round TKO of Enzo Maccarinelli in London on June 
10. Junior lightweight Vasyl Lomachenko added the WBO 
title to his collection after a fifth-round KO of Roman 
Martinez on June 11 at Madison Square Garden. 
Oleksandr Usyk won a unanimous decision over Krystof 
Glowacki of Poland on September 17 to win the WBO 
cruiserweight title. Lomachenko retained his WBO junior 
lightweight title against Nicholas Walters of Jamaica on 
November 26 in Las Vegas. The seven-round TKO saw the 
southpaw Lomachenko land 33 percent of his punches. 
WBC champion Francisco Vargas may be his next bout. 

Hanna Ushenina won gold in the European Women’s 
CHESS Championship held on May 26-June 3 in Romania. 

In CYCLING, Natalia Krompets won the Portugal Cup 
race in Viana-du-Kashtel on March 17 with a time of 
1:25:02 seconds. Ukraine’s women’s saber team (Kharlan, 
Komashchuck, Kravatska + Voronina) won 45-44 in the 
final against Russia at the World Cup of FENCING compe-
tition in Athens on January 31. Olha Kharlan won first 
place in the women’s individual saber event at the Yves 
Brasseur World Cup on February 19-21 in Belgium. 
Dimitri Karinchenko (U-23) won gold in saber at the 2016 
junior fencing championships on March 12 in Poland. 
Bohdan Nikishin won gold in the Rio Grand Prix men’s 
epee event on April 22 in Rio de Janeiro. Kharlan won 
another gold in the women’s saber event at the Foshan 
World Cup on May 13-15 in Foshan, China. Ukraine won 
first place in the team event Challenge SNOF Reseau in 
Paris on May 22. Olha Kharlan won the Moscow Grand 
Prix in women’s saber on May 28.

Hanna Rizatdinova won five gold medals (senior indi-
vidual all-around, hoop, ball, clubs and ribbon) at the Miss 
Valentine 2016 Competition on February 11-14 in 
Estonia. Rizatdinova won two first-place medals in the 
senior hoop and ribbon events at the Rhythmic 
GYMNASTICS World Cup in Espoo, Finland, on February 
26-28. Ukraine’s Krystym Pohranychna and Olena 
Diachenko won first place in the junior individual team 
final at the 2016 Aphrodite Cup on March 11-13 in Athens. 
Oleh Vernyayev won gold in the men’s vault and horizon-
tal bar at the Gymworld Challenge Cup Turnier der 
Meister in Germany on March 31-April 3. Ihor Radivilov 
won gold in men’s rings. Rizatdinova won two golds and a 
silver at the FIG Rhythmic Gymnastics World Cup on April 
1-3 in Italy and gold at the women’s International 
Rhythmic Gymnastics Tournament in France on May 6-8, 
earning first place in hoop, ball, clubs, ribbon, all-around 
and seniors finals. Ukraine won five gold medals at the 
2016 World Challenge Cup in Bulgaria on May 13-15. 
Vernyayev won gold in men’s parallel bars, pommel horse 
and floor exercise. Radivilov took gold in rings and vault. 
Yana Fedorova won gold in the women’s vault at the Gym 
Festival 2016 in Slovakia on May 15. Rizatdinova won a 
gold medal in hoop at the 2016 Rhythmic Gymnastics 
World Cup in Bulgaria on May 27-29 and gold medals in 
hoop and clubs, while team Ukraine won gold in the two 
hoops and six clubs event at the 2016 Rhythmic 
Gymnastics World Cup series event in Berlin on July 1-3.

Three young budding Ukrainian players in the National 
HOCKEY League, among many, included Calgary’s 
Matthew Tkachuk, Toronto’s Dmytro Timashov and new 
Flames prospect Hunter Shinakruk. The first was waiting 
to be drafted, the second was awaiting a call-up from the 
minors and the third was recently traded. Colton Parayko, 
“the Uke with the nuke,” surprisingly stuck with the St. 
Louis Blues after his recall from Chicago (AHL), making a 
huge impact on the team’s blueline and garnering serious 
support for Rookie of the Year. Tom Lysiak, 63, an NHL All-
Star and 13-year veteran, passed away on May 30 after 
battling leukemia. He scored 292 goals and 551 assists in 
919 career games. Three Ukrainians were selected in the 
first round of the 2016 NHL Entry Draft, all sons of ex-
NHLers. Matthew Tkachuk (No. 6), Jakob Chychrun (No. 
6) and Kieffer Bellows (No. 19) were selected by Calgary, 

The wide world 
of Ukrainian sports

Wounded warriors from Ukraine (from left, front row): Vadym Maznichenko, Vadym Sviridenko; (back row) 
Natalia Melnychenko, Dmytro Fesenko, Kateryna Mashko and Volodymyr Havrylov during the 41st U.S. Marine 

Corps Marathon on October 30 in Washington.

Members of the Ukrainian Running Club New York, organizers of the Vyshyvanka Run, on August 28 in New 
York’s Central Park.

Stefan Slutsky

www.mil.gov.ua
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Arizona and New York Islanders, respectively. 
Defenseman Mark Pysyk was traded by Buffalo to Florida, 
Lee Stempniak signed with Carolina, and Dave Schlemko 
cashed in on a new deal with San Jose. Kyle Brodziak 
stayed in St. Louis, while Jordin Tootoo hooked up with 
the Blackhawks. Two-time Stanley Cup champion Ruslan 
Fedotenko announced his retirement from professional 
hockey at the age of 37 on October 11.

Ukraine announced plans to send a team of athletes to 
the 2017 INVICTUS GAMES in Toronto on September 
24-30, 2017, the Ukrainian Canadian Congress announced 
in late September. The Invictus Games are an international 
sports competition in which wounded, ill and injured mili-
tary personnel and veterans take part. The UCC is partner-
ing with Ukraine’s Ministry of Youth and Sport under the 
action plan of the Ukrainian World Congress, the National 
Olympic Committee of Ukraine and the National 
Committee for Paralympic Sports. The first meeting of the 
UCC Invictus Games Organizing Committee took place in 
Toronto on November 10 with a call for some 1,500 volun-
teers to join the community efforts to support Team 
Ukraine’s participation in the games. 

Artem Bloshenko (100 kg) won gold at the JUDO Grand 
Prix Havana 2016 on February 8. Iakiv Khammo (+100 kg) 
won gold in the men’s division at the Judo Grand Prix in 
Dusseldorf, Germany, on February 19-21. At the Judo Grand 
Prix in Hungary on June 25-26, Stanislav Bondarenko 
(+100 kg) won gold. Dmytro Kanivets (73 kg) won gold at 
the Judo Grand Prix in Croatia on September 23-25.

Ukraine won 11 medals (two gold, five silver and four 
bronze) at the 2016 Rio OLYMPICS. Gymnast Oleh 
Vernyayev and fencer Olha Kharlan each earned a pair of 
medals – Vernyayev a gold in parallel bars and silver in 
men’s artistic all-around routine, Kharlan a bronze in wom-
en’s saber and silver in women’s team saber event. Canoeist 
Yuriy Cheban surprised the competition with a gold medal 
in the men’s 200-meter sprint. Other silver medalists 
included Serhiy Kulish (rifle shooting), Zhan Beleniuk 
(Greco-Roman wrestling) and Pavlo Tymoshchenko (mod-
ern pentathlon). Ukraine won 18 medals in 2012, 27 med-
als in 2008 and 22 medals in 2004. The ongoing war in 
eastern Ukraine and the nation’s struggling economy are 
factors in the downward trend of medal victories. 
Recruiting and developing world-class athletes requires 
elite facilities, equipment and coaching staffs – a commit-
ment Ukraine is incapable of making at the current time. 

Ukraine’s Paralympic swim team won 110 medals (45 
gold) at the European Swimming Championship in Portugal 
on April 30-May 7. Thirty-five out of 45 athletes were medal 
winners. Ukraine set 10 records and surpassed rival Russia 
for the first time in several years. It is worth repeating: 
Ukraine is a PARALYMPICS power! With 117 total medals 
at the Paralympic Games in Rio, behind only China and 
Great Britain, it was a second successive worldly demon-
stration of Paralympic prominence. Swimming (74 medals) 

was Ukraine’s sport of expertise, with Maksym Krypak’s 
outstanding achievement of four gold and two silver indi-
vidual medals, plus two additional medals in relay victories. 
Yelyzaveta Mereshko was top female performer with four 
gold medals in swimming and another in relay. Denis 
Dubrov (two gold, two silver, two bronze) and Ievgenii 
Bogodaiko (three gold, two silver, one bronze) each cap-
tured six individual swimming medals and two additional 
relay medals. Yehor Dementyev (two golds) was a force in 
both road and track cycling, while Ukraine proved most 
competitive in athletics with a total of 19 medals. Valeriy 
Sushkevych gets credit for his country’s Paralympics suc-
cess. The president of the National Paralympic Committee 
developed a training program called Invasport, which 
works by having schools and facilities dedicated to 
Paralympic sports in every Ukrainian oblast. The goal is to 
set up the best system possible of physical education, sports 
and rehabilitation for people with disabilities.

In the first of two warm-ups for the 2016 Euro Cup, 
Ukraine defeated Cyprus 1-0 in Odesa on March 24 and 
outkicked Wales 1-0 in Kyiv on March 28. One of Ukraine’s 
most talented SOCCER players, Andriy Yarmolenko, held 
out hope for a promotion to the English Premier League. 
Andriy Shevchenko joined Ukraine’s national team coach-

ing staff ahead of Euro 2016, replacing assistant Olexandr 
Zavanov in mid-February. Ukraine defeated Romania, 4-3, 
on May 29 and beat Albania 3-1 on June 3 in two final 
friendly matches before Euro Cup 2016. Germany and 
Ukraine served up high levels of technical ability and plen-
ty of drama in their 2016 Euro Cup opener on June 12. 
Goals by Mustafi and Schweinsteiger allowed the Germans 
to survive several scares and defeat Ukraine 2-0. Ukraine 
lost its second Euro Cup match to Northern Ireland 0-2 on 
June 15, effectively earning the dubious distinction of being 
the first of 24 participating nations to be eliminated from 
the tourney. Poland’s 1-0 victory in the final contest left 
Ukraine with zero points, five goals against and zero goals 
for after three matches. The Dynamo-Shakhtar conflict, 
coaching strategies, lack of talent, a lack of competitive 
spirit and the two-year battle with Russia-backed separat-
ists all factored into Ukraine’s dismal showing at the 2016 
Euro Cup. Dnipro midfielder Roman Bezus, 25, a Ukrainian 
national team member, signed a one-year deal with Belgian 
club St. Trudien on July 12. Shevchenko was promoted to 
head coach of the men’s national team on July 15 in a unan-
imous vote, replacing Mykhailo Fomenko, who resigned 
following his club’s failure in the 2016 Euro Cup.

Ukraine’s team won eight medals (three gold) at the 
2016 SUMO WRESTLING World Championships in 
Mongolia on July 28. Alina Boikova (65 kg), Maryna 
Maksymenko (80 g) and junior Kateryna Kolesnyk (60 kg) 
were gold medal winners. 

Ukraine won 20 medals (five gold) at the European 
Aquatics Championships in London on May 9-22. Illya 
Kvasha, Yulia Prokopchuk, Maksym Dolhov won gold med-
als. Ukraine’s synchronized SWIMMING free routine team 
won gold. Andriy Hovorov won two gold medals at the 
French open European Swimming Championships in 
Vichy, France, on July 2-3. 

Sofia Khobtar won gold in the women’s (51 kg) division 
of women’s cadets, and Dmytro Meshchuk (57 kg) won 
gold in the men’s cadets at the Turkey Open TAEKWONDO 
tournament on February 14-17 in Istanbul. 

In TENNIS, Elina Svitolina won the BMW Malaysian Open 
on February 29-March 6 after defeating Eugenie Bouchard, 
7-5, 6-4, 6-7(5) in the finals. Sergey Stakhovsky won the ATP 
Challenger Tour event in Seoul, South Korea, on May 9-15 
after topping Yen-HsunLu of Chinese Taipei in the final. Illya 
Marchenko won the Guzzini Challenger tournament in 
Recanati, Italy, on July 18-24, beating Belarus’ Ilya Ivashka in 
the final. Lesia Tsurenko and Kateryna Bondarenko have 
both trended upward in the WTA rankings based on their 
recent tournament play. Add in top-20 ranked Elina Svitolina 
and it is obvious women rule the Ukrainian professional ten-
nis world these days. Tsurenko won the WTA tournament in 
Guangzhai, China, on September 19, after defeating Jelena 
Jankovic, 6-4, 3-6, 6-4 in the final match.

Natalia Strohova won the 60-meter sprint at the 4th 
Martin Kutman Memorial TRACK AND FIELD tournament 

The silver medal-winning women’s saber team – Olha 
Kharlan, Alina Komashchuk, Olena Kravatska and Olena 

Voronina – at the Rio Summer Olympic Games in August.
Olympic champion gymnast Oleh 

Vernyayev

Serhiy Kulish, silver medalist in the 
10-meter air pistol at the Rio Summer 

Olympic Games in August.

Zhan Beleniuk, silver medalist in 
Greco-Roman wrestling, at the 
Rio Summer Olympic Games in 

August

Elina Svitolina celebrates after defeat-
ing Serena Williams of the U.S.A. in 
the round of 16 at the Rio Summer 

Olympic Games in August. 

High-jumper Bohdan Bondarenko, 
bronze medalist at the Rio Summer 

Olympic Games in August.

Saber fencer Olena Kharlan celebrates 
her bronze medal at the Rio Summer 

Olympic Games in August. Olympic champion canoeist Yuriy Cheban

NOC.Ukr.org

Euromaidanpress.com

Myron Bytz (left) of the Ukrainian Sports Museum during 
its grand opening at the Ukrainian American Cultural 
Center of New Jersey in Whippany on September 18. 
Joining the ribbon-cutting were Ken Daneyko of the N.J. 
Devils, Whippany Mayor Ron Francioli and Ihor Laszok of 
the Selfreliance Ukrainian American Federal Credit Union.

Christina Bytz
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in Estonia. Olha Kotovska won first place in the New 
Taipei City Wan Jin Shi Marathon at the IAAF Bronze Label 
Road Races on March 18-20. Nataliya Pryshehepa won 
gold in the women’s 800-meter race at the European 
Athletics Championship in Amsterdam on July 6-10. 

Ukraine’s athletes swept the podium positions at the 
European Aquathlon (TRIATHLON) Championships in 
France on June 25-26 in the elite men’s category. Oleksiy 
Syutkin won gold in the combo run (swim/swim/run) event. 

Ukraine won 11 medals (six gold) at the European 
WEIGHTLIFTING Championships in Forde, Norway, on 
April 8-16. Iryna Dekha (75 kg) won three gold medals, 
Yulia Paratova (53 kg) won one gold and Oleksandr 
Pielieshenko (85 kg + 204 kg) won two golds. 

Three Ukrainian freestyle wrestlers – Andriy 
Kviatkovsky, Olena Zasayeva and Oksana Herhel tested pos-
itive for a banned substance, meldonium. Zhan Beleniuk 
(85 kg, Greco-Roman) won gold at the 2016 European 
WRESTLING Championships in Riga, Latvia, where 
Ukraine’s women’s freestyle team also won first place. 

Khrystyna Dmytrenko won gold in the women’s 7.5-km 
biathlon at the fourth YOUTH OLYMPIC GAMES on 
February 12-21 in Norway.

A team of Ukrainian wounded warriors participated in 
the 41st U.S. MARINE CORPS MARATHON on October 30 
in Washington. Nine Ukrainian soldiers dedicated their run 
to all Ukrainian military personnel who lost their lives or 
health while combating Russian aggression against Ukraine. 

In DIASPORA sports news, Ukrainian American soccer 
club FC Connection finished in second place in the First 
Division Indoor standings of the MSL of Chicago. The New 
York Kozaks won the inaugural “Alexander Cup” USCAK 

hockey tournament in Newark, N.J., on February 13, best-
ing two Ukrainian Canadian hockey clubs and the N.Y./N.J. 
Kings. On February 13, the Yonkers Krylati U-14 boys 
team won the Armonk Winter Indoor soccer tournament. 

Valentine’s Day was the date of the third annual 
Ukrainian Heritage Day with the New Jersey Devils, when 
fans attending a hockey game witnessed a Ukrainian festi-
val. Ukrainian dance groups and soloists performed while 
two wounded Ukrainian warriors were presented as 
“Heroes of the Game” during the second period of the game, 
won by New Jersey 1-0 against the Los Angeles Kings.

Eighty-four skiers from preschoolers to seniors com-
peted in the 62nd annual ski races of the Carpathian Ski 
Club (KLK) held at Hunter Mountain on February 27. 
Chornomorska Sitch held a spring soccer tournament for 
youths age 7-12 in Whippany, N.J. Fifteen boys competed 
in the five-a-side, round-robin competition, showing off 
skills developed at Sitch-led soccer sessions. Memorial 
Day weekend saw the Ukrainian American Sport Center 
Tryzub host its 15th annual Ukrainian Nationals Soccer 
Tournament. Youth from six mid-Atlantic states and 
Toronto competed in several age brackets. The annual 
Soyuzivka-USCAK tennis camp was held on June 19-30 at 
Soyuzivka. George Sawchak was honored for 50 years of 
service and dedication to the camp.

Chornomorska Sitch won 2-1 in the final against Krylati 
Carmel at the 2016 Steven Howansky Memorial Soccer 
Tournament on June 18 held in Yonkers with seven partic-
ipating teams. The fifth annual USCAK National Beach 
Volleyball Tournament was played on August 26 in 
Wildwood Crest, N.J. with eight teams battling it out. “Sets 
on the Beach” prevailed as champions, with Marko 

Bobriwnyk winning MVP honors. Eighty-eight golfers 
from six states competed in Tryzub’s 40th annual golf out-
ing at Tryzubivka in Horsham, Pa. 

Nearly 100 participants, most dressed in Ukrainian-
themed attire, took part in runs/walk on August 28 in 
New York’s Central Park in an event entitled “Vyshyvanka 
Run,” hosted by the Ukrainian Running Club New York. 
USCAK’s 61st National Tennis Championships took place 
at Soyuzivka over Labor Day weekend. Players from 11 
states took to the courts with Marko Krasij besting Mykola 
Stroynick in men’s and Lesia Bilak Schinnerer topping 
Nastya Koval in women’s competition. Yonkers, N.Y.’s 
Krylati Sports Club, a member of the Eastern District 
Soccer League’s Open division, won the “treble” in 2015-
2016 when the club captured the regular season champi-
onship, the league playoff and the league cup.

September 17 saw the formal opening of the Ukrainian 
Sports Museum and Hall of Fame at the Ukrainian 
American Cultural Center of New Jersey in Whippany, 
thanks to much dedicated effort by Myron Bytz. Some 180 
guests attended the gala event which included the inaugu-
ral induction of 51 sports persons into the Ukrainian 
Sports Hall of Fame. Master of ceremonies for the evening 
was The Weekly’s sports correspondent, Ihor Stelmach, 
and ex-New Jersey Devils defenseman Ken Daneyko (who 
is 100 percent Ukrainian) was the keynote speaker. On 
October 20, hockey great Wayne Gretzky was captured in 
a photo accepting his induction plaque and gifts from the 
Ukrainian Sports Museum and Hall of Fame at the NHL 
store in New York City. Museum curator Theodore Bodnar 
made the presentation, which coincided with the “Great 
One’s” book tour stop.

Vasyl Lomachenko (right) displays his high-tech skills against Nicholas Walters of 
Jamaica at the Cosmopolitan arena in Las Vegas on November 26 to retain his WBO 

junior lightweight title.
Saber fencer Olha Kharlan serves as flag-bearer for Ukraine during the closing cere-

monies of the Rio Summer Olympic Games in August.

Mickey Williams/Top Rank
NOC-Ukr.org
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Inna Cherniak, a judoka who was 
the first female to win Ukraine’s 
first gold medal, at the Rio 
Paralympic Games in September. 

Ukraine’s seven-a-side men’s soccer team won the gold medal at the Summer Paralympic Games in Rio. Pictured 
left are: Oleh Len, Edhar Kahramanian, Volodymyr Antoniu and Vitalii Romanchuk. Pictured right are: 

Kostiantyn Symashko, Vitaliy Trushchev and Taras Dudko.

Iaroslav Denysenko (100-meter backstroke) and Viktoriia 
Savtsova (100-meter freestyle) celebrate winning silver 

medals at the Rio Summer Paralympic Games.

Roman Danyliuk, who won 
Ukraine’s first medal at the 
Rio Summer Paralympic 
Games – a bronze in shotput.

Ievgenii Bogodaiko, who won 
Ukraine’s first gold medal at the 
Rio Summer Paralympic Games 

in the 100-meter backstroke.

Ruslan Katyushev, who won bronze 
in the men’s long jump, was 
Ukraine’s second medalist at the 

Rio Summer Paralympic Games. 

Serhii Yemelianov won gold in 
the men’s canoe sprint (KL3) 
200-meter race with a time of 
39.810 seconds at the Rio 

Summer Paralympic Games.

NOC.Ukr.org

www.2014paralympic.org.uawww.2014paralympic.org.uawww.2014paralympic.org.ua

NOC.Ukr.orgNOC.Ukr.orgNOC.Ukr.orgNOC.Ukr.org
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This section features the noteworthy events and people 
of 2016 that defy easy classification (or could fit under 
more than one of our Year in Review categories).

•  Representatives of Ukrainian American community 
organizations and institutions gathered on January 10 at 
the Ukrainian Restaurant in New York to bid farewell to 
Ambassador Yuriy Sergeyev, Ukraine’s permanent repre-
sentative to the United Nations from 2007 until the end of 
2015, and his wife, Dr. Nataliya Sergeyev.  Speaking on 
behalf of the community, President Tamara Olexy of the 
Ukrainian Congress Committee of America thanked 
Ambassador Sergeyev for his many years of work for the 
benefit of Ukraine and his exemplary cooperation with 
Ukrainian Americans.

•  Volodymyr Yelchenko, Ukraine’s new ambassador to 
the United Nations, along with his wife, Iryna, hosted a 
luncheon reception for Ukrainian American community 
representatives on February 5 at Ukraine’s Permanent 
Mission to the United Nations in New York.  Thanking his 
guests for their support, Ambassador Yelchenko urged the 
community leaders to continue their work for Ukraine 
and its democratic evolution. 

•  It was announced in February that Kyiv model-
turned-designer Anna Karenina would be included in 
2016 Fashion Week in New York, scheduled for 
September 7-15. Ms. Karenina was born in Kremenchuk 
in 1995 and graduated from Kyiv State University of 
Technology and Design.  She began her modeling career at 
the age of 14 and designed her own line of clothing at the 
age of 16. Her fashions have been shown for several sea-
sons at the Mercedes-Benz Kyiv Fashion Days. Ms. 
Karenina’s designs have been featured in more than 40 
top international retailers in 25 countries.

•  Ivan Pasichnyk, a 28-year-old hailing from Kyiv, was 
named as one of Forbes’ magazine’s “30 under 30” young 
leaders, creative inventors and entrepreneurs.  Mr. 
Pasichnyk helped launch a project called Ecois.me, which 
sells specially designed sensors that track electrical ener-
gy consumption. Data from the sensors is uploaded to a 
website, from which a mobile app will provide tips on 
how to save energy – recognizing the most energy-effi-
cient devices and finding ways to optimize their usage 
during energy consumption peaks.

•  Hoping to raise awareness of the situation in Ukraine, 
first-generation Ukrainian American Maya (surname 
withheld by request) continued a “Walk for Ukraine” 
cross-country trek across the United States, which she had 
begun on November 21, 2015, in Front Royal, Va.  Maya 

was motivated by a desire to do something for Ukraine; a 
previous long walk of 500 miles in Spain as well as time 
spent living in Ukraine – teaching English to orphans 
while in high school and summer study at the Ukrainian 
Catholic University while in college – helped her decide on 
this trek.   Averaging 10-12 miles per day, Maya stopped 
her walk in Tennessee in May for a planned summer hia-
tus.  She restarted in October for several weeks, reaching 
Arkansas – a total distance of over 800 miles – before 
stopping for the winter.  She plans to resume the walk in 
the spring of 2017 when the weather improves.

•  Freedom House published its annual Nations in 
Transit report, which monitors the democratic develop-
ments of 29 countries in the former Soviet Union, the 
Balkans and Central Europe, on April 12.  The report 
warned that economic woes are threatening the stability 
of “entrenched dictatorships” in the former Soviet Union, 
the migration crises is fueling populism in Eastern 
Europe, and reforms in the Balkans are in retreat. The sit-
uation is particularly grim, the report noted, in the seven 
countries led by dictators who have been in power at least 
10 years: Russia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Kazakhstan, 
Tajikistan, Uzbekistan and Turkmenistan.  On a positive 
note, the report called Ukraine “the single most important 
opportunity for establishing democracy” in the region and 

said that the government had achieved “some progress” in 
reforms in 2015 but that continuing Russian occupation of 
Crimea, the separatist conflict in the east, widespread cor-
ruption and impunity for crimes during the political 
upheaval of 2014 are holding back further progress.”  If 
Ukraine does not move forward, the report noted, “there’s 
a real significant threat that Ukraine falls back and contin-
ues a tradition of very, very corrupt governance.”

•  The U.S. State Department’s annual human rights 
report, released on April 13, said that the world faces a 
“global governance crisis” as both governments and non-
state actors increasingly infringe on human rights.  
Secretary of State John Kerry, writing in the report, 
denounced governments for cracking down on freedom of 
expression by “jailing reporters for writing critical stories” 
or targeting non-governmental organizations “for promot-
ing supposedly ‘foreign ideologies’ such as universal 
human rights.”  The report accused governments across 
the former Soviet Union of both overt repression of politi-
cal freedoms and bureaucratic measures aimed at stifling 
opposing voices. In particular, it accused Russia of “espe-
cially” targeting individuals and organizations that have 
opposed the Kremlin’s forceful and illegal annexation of 
Crimea and Moscow’s support for separatists in eastern 
Ukraine. In Crimea, the report added, Russian authorities 
have subjected Ukrainians and Crimean Tatars to “system-
atic harassment and discrimination.”  

•  The Group for Tomorrow’s Ukraine (GTU), together 
with the Harvard Ukrainian Student Society, led an experi-
ential trip to Ukraine in May for 20 Harvard University 
graduate students, with the goal of introducing future lead-
ers in the public, private and non-profit sectors to Ukraine.  
The group, which visited Kyiv and Lviv, had a packed sched-
ule of meetings with representatives of Ukraine’s govern-
ment, members of Parliament, key figures in media and 
industry, Ukraine-based members of the U.S. Foreign 
Service, as well as cultural, historical and leisure activities.  
The GTU is a non-profit organization of young professionals 
and academics offering analysis on Ukraine and dedicated 
to promoting human rights as the country changes. 

•  Ambassador of Ukraine to the United States Valeriy 
Chaly was decorated with the Officer’s Cross of the Order 
of Merit of the Republic of Poland during a ceremony at 
the Polish Embassy on May 23.  Awarded by Polish 
President Bronislaw Komorowski in recognition of 
Ambassador Chaly’s outstanding achievements in pro-
moting friendly Ukrainian-Polish relations, the award was 
presented by Polish Ambassador to the U.S. Ryszard 
Schnepf.  In his remarks, Ambassador Schnepf mentioned 
not only Ambassador Chaly’s role in strengthening the 
strategic partnership between Ukraine and Poland, but 
also pointed out that Poland was the first country to rec-
ognize the independence of Ukraine.  “In the face of 
unprecedented Russian aggression... we wish to once 
more be a source of support for our neighbor, to be close 
to Ukraine and Ukrainians,” Ambassador Schnepf noted.

•  After 98 years in business, the Surma Book & Music 
Company of New York closed its doors in June. Founded 
by Myron Surmach Sr. in 1918, the store had been operat-
ed by Markian Surmach for the last 30 years and sold 
pysanka-making supplies, embroidery, fabrics and trims, 
books and assorted items, many from Ukraine.  Mr. 

Representatives of Ukrainian American community organizations and institutions gathered at the Ukrainian 
Restaurant in New York on January 10 to bid farewell to Ambassador Yuriy Sergeyev, Ukraine’s permanent repre-

sentative to the United Nations from 2007 until the end of 2015.

Markian Surmach poses in front of Surma, the store founded by his grandfather Myron Surmach Sr. in 1918. 
Surma closed in June after 98 years of being in business in New York City.

Matthew Dubas

Lev Khmelkovsky
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Surmach told The Weekly: “My cultural and heritage roots 
are as strong as ever, but reality being as it is, the increas-
ing costs of running the store, as well as limited personal 
time for family have been the main motivating factors in 
this decision.”

•  Two Ukrainian American women were among the 17 
recipients of the International Institute of Metropolitan 
Detroit’s 2016 Michigan International Professional 
Women’s Awards, which recognize distinguished women 
in Michigan, from different cultural backgrounds, who 
have succeeded in their professional endeavors and have 
markedly contributed both to their own ethnic communi-
ty and to the Michigan community at large.  The Ukrainian 
honorees were Dr. Anna Czubatyj and Ulana Ohar-
Kushner. Dr. Czubatyj is the director of the RN to BSN com-
pletion program at South University; Ms. Ohar Kushner is 
a successful businesswoman.  Both women are active in 
the Ukrainian American community.

•  2016 marked the 25th anniversary of the founding of 
the sister city relationship between Kyiv and Chicago, 
which was marked by two special events: the Armed 
Forces Memorial Day Weekend Run and the visit of Kyiv 
Mayor Vitali Klitschko. The Kyiv Committee of Sister Cities 
International was chosen as an official participating chari-
ty of the Soldier Field 10-Mile Run, which celebrates the 
service and supports the needs of the U.S. Armed Forces. 
Over 50 runners and volunteers participated as part of the 
Friends of Ukraine team, including Larysa Gerasko, the 
consul general of Ukraine in Chicago, and her entire staff.  
Three Ukrainian soldiers undergoing physical rehabilita-
tion in the Chicago area received financial help as a result 
of the race. Mayor Klitschko visited Chicago to attend a 
roundtable hosted by Mayor Rahm Emanuel on June 1, in 
conjunction with the second annual Chicago Forum on 
Global Cities.  Mr. Klitschko’s jam-packed schedule includ-
ed visits to the Ukrainian National Museum, the Ukrainian 
Institute of Modern Art, the St. Nicholas Cathedral School, 
a community meeting at the Ukrainian Cultural Center 
and an appearance on NPR’s “Worldview,” where he 
stressed Ukraine’s geopolitical significance and the impor-
tance of continuing to support its European trajectory.

•  Former Assistant U.S. Attorney Bohdan Vitvitsky, a 
Ukrainian-born corruption expert from New Jersey who 
specialized in prosecuting and investigating complex 
financial fraud, joined a selection commission whose job is 
to choose members of a newly created General 
Inspectorate at the Prosecutor General’s Office of Ukraine, 
it was announced by Prosecutor General Yurii Lutsenko 
on August 8. The commission was to choose over 80 
inspector generals, who “will supervise the legality of 
actions of prosecutors and investigators through out the 
prosecution system,” Dr. Vitvitsky explained. Dr. Vitvitsky 
was the resident legal adviser at the U.S. Embassy in 
Ukraine in 2007-2009. Of his current role, he said, “I 
wasn’t looking for this.  It was presented as an opportuni-
ty to be helpful in some way that might have a little bit of 
an impact.”  He added, “I like to find ways to be helpful, 
and there’s no shortage of things to do here.”

•  The remains of a U.S. Army second lieutenant who 
was shot down near Novi Troyany, Odesa Oblast, in June 
1944, were repatriated to U.S. custody at a ceremony at 
the National History Museum in Kyiv on August 12.  The 
officer had been participating in Operation Frantic – a 
series of shuttle bombing operations against Germany 
during World War II conducted by American aircraft 
based in Britain and southern Italy which then landed at 
three airfields in Ukraine. U.S. Ambassador Geoffrey Pyatt 
and Ukrainian Deputy Chief of General Staff Sirotenko 
spoke at the ceremony.

•  Ukraine’s Culture Minister Yevhen Nyschuk and 
National Television Company head Zurab Alasania 
announced on September 9 that Kyiv had been chosen as 
the host city for Eurovision 2017, edging out the other 
finalist, Odesa, in a 19 to 2 vote with one abstention.   
Other cities that had originally been considered were 
Dnipro (formerly known as Dnipropetrovsk), Kharkiv, 
Kherson and Lviv.  Ultimately, Kyiv won because of its 
superior infrastructure; the 11,000-seat International 
Exhibition Center was chosen as the Eurovision 2017 
venue.  Ukraine was awarded the right to host Eurovision 
2017 after Ukrainian singer Jamala, who is a Crimean 
Tatar, won the 2016 contest. Kyiv also hosted Eurovision 
2005, after Ruslana won in 2004.

•  On September 15, an appeal to the European commu-
nity, signed by over 30 political leaders and intellectuals 
and titled “On being tired from being conscientious,” was 
released by the First of December Initiative Group.  Citing 
Russia’s war against Ukraine, the occupation of Crimea, the 
armed conflict in the Donbas, tens of thousands of victims, 
1.5 million internally displaced persons, daily Russian prov-
ocations and blackmail, the group said Europeans have 
become accustomed to these problems, routine dulls empa-
thy, and indifference equates the victim and the aggressor.  
The European exhaustion with the war in Ukraine is 
Russia’s strongest ally, signatories noted. The appeal called 
on “all thinking people of our joint European community to 
show solidarity” and adhere to the values that created 
Europe’s civilization: freedom and the rule of law, the vision 
of a united Europe over local interests and ambitions.

•  The Ukrainian Congress Committee of America 
(UCCA) awarded its highest honor – the Shevchenko 
Freedom Award – to seven individuals in 2016.  The 
award is given to those who have displayed a remarkable 
understanding and given substantial assistance to the 
Ukrainian American community and the Ukrainian peo-
ple. Five recipients were honored during the XXII 
Congress of Ukrainians in America held on September 
23-25: Michael Sawkiw, longtime director of the UCCA’s 
Washington office, the Ukrainian National Information 
Service, and a former UCCA president; Dr. Larissa Kyj, 
longtime president of the United Ukrainian American 
Relief Committee; Marie Duplak, longtime UCCA executive 
secretary, distinguished editor, business owner and for-
mer president of the Organization for the Defense of 
Lemkivshchyna; Roma Hadzewycz, editor-in-chief of 
Svoboda and The Ukrainian Weekly; and posthumously, 
Markian Paslawsky, the only Ukrainian American to have 
given his life in defense of Ukraine against Russia’s most 
recent invasion.  Mr. Paslawsky’s award was accepted by 
his family.  Presented with awards at their offices were U.S. 
Sen. Rob Portman (R-Ohio), in recognition of “his contin-
ued support of Ukraine’s territorial integrity and for pur-
suing steadfast relations with Ukraine in recognition of its 

vital importance to trans-Atlantic peace and security,”  and 
U.S. Rep. Bill Pascrell (D-N.J.) for his “deep understanding 
and ongoing support for the Ukrainian American commu-
nity and the Ukrainian nation.”

•  Ivan Dzyuba, writer and former Soviet-era dissident, 
received the Metropolitan Andrey Sheptytsky Medal for 
2016 on September 28 in Kyiv, at a dinner commemorat-
ing the 75th anniversary of Babyn Yar. The award is given 
by the Jewish Confederation of Ukraine and the Ukrainian 
Jewish Encounter, and recognized Mr. Dzyuba for his 
decades-long commitment to human rights and fostering 
dialogue between nations, and for speaking out against 
xenophobia and anti-Semitism during the Soviet years.  

•  Dr. Boris D. Lushniak was appointed dean of the 
University of Maryland’s School of Public Health.  Prior to 
his appointment as dean, Dr. Lushniak was with the 
Uniformed Services University of the Health Sciences 
(USUHS), where he served as professor and chair of the 
Department of Preventive Medicine and Biostatistics, and 
professor of dermatology at F. Edward Hébert School of 
Medicine.  Before his tenure at USUHS, Dr. Lushniak 
served as the U.S. deputy surgeon general; in 2013-2014 
he served as acting surgeon general. He retired from the 
U.S. Public Health Service in 2015 as a rear admiral.

•  The Ukrainian Technological Society (UTS) of 
Pittsburgh honored U.S. Rep. Tim Murphy (R-Pa.) with its 
2016 Friendship Award.  The award was presented at the 
society’s annual dinner-dance on November 5.   The UTS 
annually recognizes a Ukrainian of the Year or a Friend of 
Ukraine, individuals of local, national and international 
stature who have contributed to the Ukrainian community 
or Ukrainian scholarship, or who have demonstrated sig-
nificant achievement, which brings recognition and pres-
tige to the Ukrainian community.  In accepting his award, 
Rep. Murphy recalled his visits to the Maidan and the last-
ing impression this made on him, and he reiterated his 
support for a strong U.S.-Ukraine relationship.

•  Serhii Plokhy, one of the foremost historians of the 
former Soviet Union, authored a new book, a novel called 
“The Man with the Poison Gun,” based on the true story of 
KGB assassin Bohdan Stashinsky, who defected to the 
West in 1961.  Stashinsky’s story captured the attention 
and imagination of the West, inspiring Ian Fleming’s “The 
Man with the Golden Gun,” but there were always doubts 
about its veracity. Using previously unavailable files from 
the CIA; Soviet, German and Polish archives; and memoirs 
and interviews of former KGB officers, Dr. Plokhy was able 
to put to rest much of the early theories about Stashinsky.

•  The Foundation of the Ukrainian Medical Association 
of North America (UMANA) was among the organizations 
honored on December 15 at a ceremony at the Embassy of 
Ukraine in Washington. The award was received by Dr. 
Maria Krycelak, president of the UMANA Foundation.  The 
organization was recognized for providing assistance in 
the training of Ukrainian medical personnel and volun-
teers who care for wounded soldiers.  The UMANA 
Foundation had partnered with the World Federation of 
Ukrainian Medical Associations and the California 
Association to Aid  Ukraine to raise funds enabling the 
teaching of Prehospital Trauma Life Support as well as U.S. 
Department of Defense Tactical Combat Casualty Care 
courses to medical personnel in Ukraine.  A key compo-
nent of this training was providing sophisticated technical 
manikins – total body simulators as wells as specialized 
anatomical units – for trauma response training.

Former Assistant U.S. Attorney Bohdan Vitvitsky points to the date (September 12) when the final applications 
were to be accepted for some 80 inspector general positions within the Prosecutor General’s Office of Ukraine. Dr. 

Vitvitsky was tapped on August 8 to serve as an adviser to the prosecutor general.

Ivan Dzyuba was awarded the 2016 Metropolitan 
Andrey Sheptytsky Medal on September 28 in Kyiv as 
part of the solemn commemorations of the 75th anni-
versary of the Babyn Yar massacre. The award was 
conferred by the Jewish Confederation of Ukraine and 

the Ukrainian Jewish Encounter.

UJE

Mark Raczkiewycz
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During 2016 our community mourned the passing of 
many of its prominent members: artists, church 
leaders, soldiers and community activists. Among 

them were the following, listed in order of their passing.
Orest Kaczmarskyj, 74, Centerville, Va; pursued an 

Army career after college, serving for 21 years as an infan-
try, logistics and foreign area officer throughout the world; 
known for his fluency in six languages and his intrinsic 
ability to quickly adapt to native dialects; recipient of the 
Legion of Merit, the Bronze Star Medal, Meritorious 
Service Medal, Air Medal, Army Commendation Medal, 
Vietnam Service Medal, and the Army Good Conduct 
Medal; with family, friends and soldiers in attendance, was 
buried with full military honors at Arlington National 
Cemetery on May 27 – January 8.

Sophia Lada, 74, Toronto, visual artist who explored 
several media – painting, iconography, textile art; commis-
sioned by the Sisters of St. Basil the Great in Rome to dec-
orate the chapel of their Motherhouse with icons in the 
Byzantine style; worked on many commissions and took 
part in various solo and curated group shows; her works 
are found in collections in Canada, the United States and 
Europe – February 14.

Walter Baranetsky, 96, Maplewood, N.J., longtime 
member of the Ukrainian Institute of America, who served 
multiple terms as president and vice-president; served as 
head of the non-profit Coordinating Committee to Aid 
Ukraine; provided invaluable philanthropic support for UIA 
initiatives in projects, especially those involving the preser-
vation of the institute’s landmark building – February 18.

Ivan Lobay, 104, New Haven, Conn., worked as a uni-
versity professor and mechanical engineer in Ukraine, 
Czechoslovakia, Germany, Venezuela, Algeria and the U.S.; 
was a professor at the College of Engineering at the 
University of New Haven for 15 years and taught post-
graduate courses at Yale University; was appointed official 
consultant at the Ministry of Education of Ukraine in 
1993, at the age of 82 – March 3.

Nina Ilnytzkyj, 91, Oradell, N.J., worked at Prolog 
Research and Publishing Corp. in New York from 1965-
1990, where her duties included administering the journal 
Suchasnist, as well as translating, proofreading and editing; 
was instrumental in publishing the memoirs of UPA veteran 
Ivan Dmytryk, titled “In the Forests of the Lemko Region,” in 
1976, as well as those of another soldier, A. Plechen, in 1987, 
titled  “Nine Years in a Bunker” – March 14.

Michael Pap, 95, Ishpeming, Mich., professor at Notre 
Dame University and at John Carroll University in 
Cleveland, where he founded the Institute for Soviet and 
Eastern European Studies in 1961, which became a center 
for scholarship and public outreach; served as director of 
human resources and economic development in the admin-
istration of Cleveland Mayor Ralph Perk in 1972-1974; 
founder and longtime head of the Ukrainian American 
Association of University Professors, president of the 
United Ukrainian Organizations of Cleveland 1969-1970; 
honored by the Ukrainian Congress Committee of America 
with its Shevchenko Freedom Award in 1964 – April 1.

John Shmerykowsky, 79, born in Yaremche, Ukraine; 
architectural engineer; partner at Weiskopf & Pickworth 
in New York before founding Shmerykowsky Consulting 
Engineers in 1966; led construction projects up and down 
the East Coast in addition to high-rises on Park Avenue, 
Fifth Avenue and Maiden Lane in New York; Fellow of the 
American Society of Civil Engineers; was actively involved 

in the Ukrainian Engineers Society of America and the 
Ukrainian Institute of America – April 2.

Mykola Katsal, 75, Lviv, Ukraine; graduate of Lviv 
Polytechnic Institute, Lviv Music School and Lysenko Lviv 
State Conservatory; founder, in 1971, and permanent 
director of the male choral group Dudaryk; Honored Artist 
of Ukraine – May 24.

Bohdan Kotys, 89, Plainsboro, N.J.; earned a degree in 
architecture from the prestigious Karlsruhe Institute of 
Technology in Germany; worked as an architect in New 
Brunswick, N.J.; active in the Ukrainian Engineers’ Society 
and The Ukrainian Museum in New York, where he served 
on the board of directors in 1981-1986 and 1995-1998 – 
May 26.

John Hvozda, 89, Syracuse, N.Y.; taught political sci-
ence at Cayuga County Community College 1963-1982, 
where he created a Model United Nations Conference; 
founder of the Syracuse chapter of the Ukrainian 
American Youth Association; scoutmaster in Plast 
Ukrainian Scouting Organization; president of the World 
Lemko Federation; president of the Syracuse branch of the 
Ukrainian Congress Committee of America; director of the 
Ukrainian Free University Foundation; chief editor of the 
Lemko News; member of the Ukrainian Academy of Arts 
and Sciences (U.S.), Ukrainian American Association of 
University Professors and the New York state Russian and 
Eastern European Association; author of over 118 news-
paper articles in Svoboda, Sivach, The Ukrainian Weekly 
and The Syracuse Post, among others – June 5.

Luba Lapychak-Lesko, 91, Morristown, N.J.; worked 
for the Ukrainian National Association 1950-1991; long-

time administrator of the publishing house and print shop 
of the UNA’s newspapers, Svoboda and The Ukrainian 
Weekly – June 24.

Christine Kozak, 62, Pompton Plains, N.J.; national sec-
retary of the Ukrainian National Association since 2002; 
oversaw the staff of licensed insurance professionals at 
the UNA Home Office in Parsippany, N.J. and organized 
insurance courses for the UNA’s branch secretaries; added 
several new policies to the UNA’s portfolio of products; 
produced the UNA’s life insurance illustration software, 
co-created the resource center for branch secretaries and 
field agents and created the UNA rate book tutorial; pro-
duced the “UNA and the Community” magazines in 2013 
and 2014 – June 27.

Vasyl Slipak, 41, near Debaltseve, Ukraine; born in 
Lviv; considered a musical prodigy; graduated from the 
Lysenko National Music Academy; moved to France in 
1996, where he had a successful career with the Paris 
National Opera for almost 20 years; in 2014, returned to 
Ukraine and joined volunteers fighting the Russian-
backed forces in the country’s east, saying he was inspired 
to serve his country by the popular uprising on the 
Maidan; killed by sniper fire in an attack launched from 
Debaltseve – June 29.

Osyp Holynskyj, 92, Livingston, N.J.; born in the 
Sambir region of Ukraine; part of the post-World War II 
immigration to the United States; served as “khorunzhyi” 
of the 1st Ukrainian Division “Halychyna”; businessman 
and community activist – July 2.

Pavel Sheremet, 44, Kyiv; a Belarus-native killed by a 
car bomb in what was a most high-profile murder of a 
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journalist; winner of numerous journalism awards during 
an illustrious career in Belarus, Russia and Ukraine (since 
2011); founder of Istorychna Pravda, a sister site of 
Ukrayinska Pravda that is devoted to Ukrainian history; 
host of a weekday political talk show on Radio Vesti; blog-
ger for Ukrayinska Pravda – July 20.

Orest Subtelny, 75, Toronto; noted historian and politi-
cal scientist, university professor, scholar and author; 
completed his Ph.D. at Harvard in 1973, the first doctorate 
in the newly formed Ukrainian Studies Program; professor 
of history and political science at York University in 
Toronto from 1982 until retirement in 2015; author of six 
books on East European and Ukrainian history, the most 
important of which was “Ukraine: A History,” published in 
1988; presented with the Order of Merit by the govern-
ment of Ukraine in 2001; awarded the Shevchenko Medal 
by the Ukrainian Canadian Congress – July 24.

Lubov Kolensky, 93, Sloatsburg, N.Y., journalist, author; 
worked as an editor of Svoboda for 25 years; wrote novel-
ettes, short stories, sketches, dramas and poetry, with sev-
eral of  her works published by Svoboda Press; was recog-
nized for her literary work in 1982 with an award from the 
Ivan Franko Literary Fund in Chicago – August 14.

Bishop Richard Seminack, 74, Chicago; fourth bishop of 
the Chicago Eparchy of the Ukrainian Catholic Church; 
ordained as a priest in 1967 and served the faithful in sever-
al Philadelphia-area parishes; served as chaplain for the 
Sisters of St. Basil the Great and campus minister at Manor 
College in Jenkintown, Pa., and chaplain in the U.S. Navy; 
ordained to the episcopacy by Cardinal Lubomyr Husar, then 
major archbishop of Lviv, on March 25, 2003 – August 16.

Joanna Ratych, 90, Somerset, N.J.; teacher of English 
and German in the displaced persons camp in Bayreuth, 
Germany; completed her doctorate at the Ludwig-
Maximilian University in Munich, before emigrating to the 
United States; a professor of German language and litera-
ture at Rutgers University, where she was among the first 
tenured female professors and became the director of the 
Department of German Studies – September 5. 

Iwan Nazarkewycz, 94, Glen Spey, N.Y.; member of the 
Ukrainian Insurgent Army (UPA); built a thriving real 
estate business, NBKN Realty Management Corp., in New 
York; member and benefactor of St. George Ukrainian 
Catholic Church in New York and St. Volodymyr Ukrainian 
Catholic Church in Glen Spey, N.Y., helping to build the lat-
ter with his own hands – September 11.

John Gregorovich, 89, Toronto, lawyer, Ukrainian 
Canadian community activist; born in Vegreville, Alberta; 
chairman of the Ukrainian Canadian Congress’ Civil 
Liberties Commission (CLC), which represented the 
Ukrainian Canadian community before the Commission of 
Inquiry on War Criminals; founded the Ukrainian Canadian 
Civil Liberties Association, which helped spearhead the 
efforts for acknowledgement and redress of Canada’s first 
national internment operations – September 26.

Bohdan Hawrylyshyn, 90, Kyiv, economist, thinker, 
benefactor and advisor; born in the Ternopil Oblast and 
uprooted by World War II, he immigrated to Canada; 
director of the International Management Institute in 
Geneva, 1968-1986; in 1988 helped found the 
International Management Institute in Ukraine, the first in 
the former USSR to offer an MBA program; authored two 
books and more than 100 academic articles on manage-
ment and economic and political environment; helped 
found the World Economic Forum in Davos; consulted 
governments of various countries as well as corporations 
such as General Electric, IBM and Phillips; advised 
Ukraine’s first president, three prime ministers, and four 
chairmen of parliament – October 24.

Orysia Paszczak Tracz, 71, Winnipeg, Manitoba, writer, 
translator, researcher, lecturer and story-teller; accumulat-
ed a vast knowledge of Ukrainian traditions, ethnography 
and song; most recently published “The First Star I See 
Tonight,” a collection of her articles on Ukrainian Christmas 
traditions; translated 10 books from Ukrainian into English 
and wrote numerous articles for Canadian and American 
publications, including the column on why Ukrainians do 
“The Things We Do” in The Ukrainian Weekly; laureate of 
the Taras Shevchenko Medal awarded by the Ukrainian 
Canadian Congress, for “outstanding national contribution 
to the cultural and artistic development of the Ukrainian 
Canadian  community” – November 10.

Orest Rudzik, 80, Oakville, Ontario, professor, lawyer, 
community activist; active in the Civil Liberties 
Commission in 1984-1987, when the Ukrainian Canadian 
community challenged unfounded allegations about war 
criminals in their midst; spent a sabbatical year in Kyiv 
shortly after independence as director of law training for 
young Ukrainian professionals under the auspices of the 
Ukrainian Legal Foundation – December 8.

Nothing like starting the year off right! On January 
30, Self Reliance New York Federal Credit Union 
made yet another generous donation to the 

Ukrainian National Association’s two newspapers, 
Svoboda and The Ukrainian Weekly, giving each $12,500. 
The $25,000 donation was noted in the Press Fund 
reports of both newspapers. (The credit union had made a 
donation for that same amount to Svoboda and The 
Weekly in late December 2014.) 

Editor-in-Chief Roma Hadzewycz commented that Self 
Reliance’s donations “have gone a long way toward help-
ing the newspapers continue their mission of informing 
the world about Ukraine and Ukrainians, and keeping 
Ukrainian communities in touch with each other.” Thanks 
to such donations, the complete archives of Svoboda and 
The Weekly were digitized, and the websites of the two 
newspapers were redesigned, giving them not only a new 
look but also a new functionality. (Take a look by visiting 
svoboda-news.com and ukrweekly.com.)

Self Reliance New York President Bohdan Kurczak 
wrote that the donation was meant to assist the further 
development of The Ukrainian Weekly and Svoboda. “We 
believe that thanks to the newspapers’ presentation of 
information and events via the Internet, devoted readers 
have been found not only in America, but throughout the 
world,” he noted. 

He couldn’t be more right! 
The Weekly has always encouraged readers and com-

munity activists to use our newspaper. In our editorial 
titled “News from your community” (September 11), we 
underscored: “We love working with our readers and 
community activists in producing each week’s issue of 
The Ukrainian Weekly. This type of collaboration benefits 
all and enriches our newspaper’s pages.” The editorial 
also pointed out: “…we always want to publish community 
news, but it quite often seems that local ‘hromady’ are 
content to communicate only among themselves instead 
of sharing the news with others. That is one of the main 
functions of our newspapers Svoboda and The Weekly. 
Please keep that in mind… . Such sharing of information 
and ideas benefits us all; it empowers us as a community 
and supports our community’s needs and aspirations.”

Our special issues of the year included: the four-part 
“2015: The Year in Review” published January 17 through 
February 7; the “Ukrainian Debutante Balls” issue dated 
April 3; our annual edition of “A Ukrainian Summer,” which 
this year comprised 24 pages in our May 1 issue; and our 
two Ukrainian Independence Day issues – spotlighting 
“Ukraine at 25” – that were dated August 21 and 28.

There were a number of special features during 2016, 
including “What’s brewing in Ukraine?” by Mike Buryk 
(yes, this was about beer) in the June 19 issue; and several 
photo reports on our community festivals, including the 
St. George Festival in New York City (June 5), Soyuzivka’s 
Ukrainian Cultural Festival (July 17 and 24), and the 
Ukrainian Festival at the Whippany-based Ukrainian 
American Cultural Center of New Jersey (October 23). 

To mark the anniversary of the historic events of the 
Euro-Maidan-turned-Revolution of Dignity, we published 
a photo essay by Petro Matiaszek who reflected in photos 
and words on “Memories of the Maidan two years after.” 
Mr. Matiaszek wrote: “I will never forget my long walk 
home to the Maidan four days after the shooting stopped. 
As I made my way on February 24, 2014, down now hal-
lowed Instytutska Street and across the Maidan, the 
silence and devastation were utterly unbelievable. There 
was almost nowhere to walk with so much debris and 
still-smoldering rubble. Scores of everyday people were 
walking about stunned and silent, some carrying flowers, 
all crying, stopping at the sites where there were still fresh 
puddles of blood, bullet-scarred lampposts and trees.”

To celebrate the 25th anniversary of the re-establish-
ment of Ukraine’s independence, we ran a photo report 
about the momentous events of 1991 in Ukraine (August 
21 issue), and in remembrance of the millions killed dur-
ing the Holodomor, we published a full-page of photos 
from the memorial event held at St. Patrick’s Cathedral in 
New York (November 20).

Demographer Dr. Oleh Wolowyna weighed in during 
the year with two timely articles on Ukrainians in the U.S. 
during a presidential election year: “Support of Ukraine 
through political action” (January 17) and “The impor-
tance of voting” (July 10).

To be sure, there was much news during this very polit-
icized year about the party platforms of the Republicans 
and the Democrats, and about the positions and state-
ments of the presidential candidates. Two editorials pub-
lished in July took a look at the platforms adopted at the 
two parties’ conventions. 

The Weekly published a significant address by the well-
known analyst Paul Goble, an expert on the USSR and the 
post-Soviet space, titled “Ten reasons why we must 
remain anti-communists” (July 10). The speech was deliv-
ered at the Victims of Communism Memorial 
Foundation’s Triumph of Liberty reception and dinner on 
June 9 in Washington. The next day, in recognition of his 
decades of work advancing freedom and opposing tyran-
ny, Mr. Goble was awarded the foundation’s Truman-
Reagan Medal of Freedom during a wreath-laying ceremo-
ny at the Victims of Communism Memorial.

As is now traditional, The Weekly marked its own anni-
versary in October with an editorial. The 2016 editorial, 
however, was dedicated to two anniversaries, as was evi-
dent from its title, “The Weekly at 83; Svoboda at 123.” 

Our editorial stated: 
“…As usual, we take the opportunity offered by the 

annual anniversary of our founding in 1933 to share some 
thoughts in this editorial space. This year, we thought it 
would be appropriate to also note the incredible 123 
years of uninterrupted service to our community of our 
sister publication, Svoboda, founded in 1893. For those 
unfamiliar with our elder sister, that date – 1893 – seems 
astounding. And rightly so. How many newspapers can 
boast of such a history? 

“And, in this day and age, when we see newspapers 
dying, or curtailing their publication, left and right, the 
fact that the Ukrainian National Association continues to 
publish Svoboda and The Ukrainian Weekly is not only 
noteworthy but praiseworthy as well. Clearly, our commu-
nity still needs these two newspapers that have served 
Ukrainians for a combined 206 years. …”

Which brings us to a mention about The Ukrainian 
Weekly Press Fund. We received a total of $26,319 for all 
of 2016 (almost $4,000 more than in 2015). We greatly 
appreciate these donations, which ensure that our news-
paper continues to be published.

During 2016 there was a changing of the guard for The 
Weekly in Kyiv. Our longtime correspondent Zenon 
Zawada, who at one time was chief at our Kyiv Press 
Bureau and more recently (since 2014) was a free-lancer 
based in the Ukrainian capital, decided to pursue other 
opportunities. We were thrilled to announce that he was 
replaced in July by veteran Kyiv-based reporter/editor 
Mark Raczkiewycz, who hails from Chicago and has 10 
years of journalism experience in Eastern Europe. Our 
principal free-lance correspondent very quickly made his 
presence felt – getting the scoop on the appointment of Dr. 
Ulana Suprun, a Ukrainian American radiologist, as 
Ukraine’s deputy minister of health – and we trust read-
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At The Ukrainian Weekly:
special issues, special focuses

The page featuring the photo essay “Memories of the 
Maidan two years after” by Petro Matiaszek, which 

appeared in the February 28 issue.



No. 6THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY      SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 5, 201712

ers are enjoying and benefiting from his fine reporting.
There was sad news to report about one of our colum-

nists. Orysia Paszczak Tracz, a well-known writer and 
activist who specialized in Ukrainian culture and ethnolo-
gy, died suddenly on November 10 in Winnipeg, Manitoba; 
she had been hospitalized briefly after suffering a stroke. 
An obituary in the Winnipeg Free Press noted that a local 
broadcaster had once called her “a walking, talking 
Ukrainian encyclopedia.” Her column for The Weekly, “The 
Things We Do,” was enjoyed by readers for many years. 
Many of those columns appeared in Ms. Tracz’s highly pop-
ular book “The First Star I See Tonight,” a collection of her 
articles on Ukrainian Christmas traditions. Less than two 
months before her passing, Ms. Tracz had been honored 
with two major awards of the Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress: the provincial Bulava Award in Manitoba and the 
national Taras Shevchenko Medal, the UCC’s highest honor.

The Weekly’s editor-in-chief also was honored this 
year, receiving the highest award of the Ukrainian 
Congress Committee of America, the Shevchenko 

Freedom Award, for “commitment to pursuing the truth 
regarding Ukraine.” The award was presented in 
September, during the Congress of Ukrainian Americans. 
At the same time, Ms. Hadzewycz received the Order of 
Princess Olha (third degree), which had been announced 
in an August 2015 decree by President Petro Poroshenko, 
for “contribution to strengthening the international 
authority of Ukraine, popularization of its historical heri-
tage and modern achievements.” The Ukrainian state 
honor was presented by Ukraine’s Ambassador to the U.S. 
Valeriy Chaly at the congress banquet.

In concluding this last section of our “2016: The Year in 
Review,” we are pleased to report that the number of 
“Likes” for our Facebook page as of the end of 2016 was 
7,029. In comparison, at the end of 2015 we had 4,300. 
We’d like to reiterate that what we do on Facebook differs 
greatly from what we offer on the pages of our newspaper. 
On Facebook, The Weekly shares links to interesting sto-
ries from a variety of sources, lets our friends know when 
a new issue becomes available online; and allows visitors 

to take a look at our latest front page. We encourage all 
our readers to subscribe to our newspaper and to like us 
on Facebook.

Rolling the credits

This edition of “The Year in Review” was prepared by 
Roma Hadzewycz and Matthew Dubas of The Weekly’s 
editorial staff; our part-time staffer Christine Syzonenko; 
our Kyiv correspondent Mark Raczkiewycz; our col-
leagues Chris Guly, Adrian Bryttan and Deanna Yurchuk; 
and Ihor Stelmach, our sports columnist. Credit for the 
layout goes to our design artist, Stepan Slutsky. 

The articles in this yearender were prepared based on 
stories about developments in 2016 that were published 
in The Weekly. The materials used were articles written 
by our staffers and regular correspondents, news sources 
like RFE/RL and Eurasia Daily Monitor, and submissions 
by local community activists. A huge thank you is hereby 
sent out to all!

A page from the Ukrainian Debutante Balls section 
printed in The Weekly’s April 3 issue.

The first page of The Ukrainian Weekly’s annual sup-
plement called “A Ukrainian Summer.” The 2016 edi-

tion appeared on May 1.

A page of photos from the memorial service for victims 
of the Holodomor held at St. Patrick’s Cathedral in 

New York on November 13.
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TRAVEL: Reflections on a trip to Lithuania
by Christine Hoshowsky

This past summer I traveled to Lithuania 
for the first time. It was a tour that criss-
crossed the country and immersed me in 
the Lithuanian culture. Lithuania, which 
helps tether Ukraine to the West, is a beauti-
ful country made more so by the lovely gar-
dens that Lithuanians, a friendly and gener-
ous people, cultivate throughout their land. 

Situated along the Baltic Sea, Lithuania is 
bounded by Latvia and Estonia, indepen-
dent sister nations on the east, and 
Kaliningrad, a ward of Russia, on the west 
buttressed by Poland while Belarus hugs 
the southern tier. Archeological excava-
tions, castles, manor houses, universities, 
museums, synagogues, mosques, churches 
– Roman Catholic, Protestant, and Russian 
Orthodox – now being restored, attest to a 
vibrant culture there throughout the ages.

History also reveals a harsh reality, as we 
discovered when we visited the former 
KGB headquarters in Vilnius, a building that 
prior to that housed Nazis. The experience 
was chilling. Historian Timothy Snyder, in 
his well-known book “Bloodlands,” docu-
ments the deaths, genocides and despair 
churned up in Eastern Europe during the 
Hitler-Stalin era. He adds clarity to explana-
tion. And yet, buildings such as these, 
drenched in evil, deserve no recognition. 
An epitaph, ”never again” would do. 

As a warm summer evening unfolded, 
we attended a Children’s Open Air Song 

and Folk Festival. Lithuanian children 
selected from all regions of the country and 
some from foreign nations, the U.S. includ-
ed, sang and danced to our delight in their 
colorful ethnic-regional costumes, illumi-
nating the legends and stories of their cul-
tural heritage. These are children of hope.

My friend Birute talked about the “Hill of 
Crosses” in Pakruoijis, which endured the 
treachery of Soviet occupation. Each time 
the authorities tore down the crosses, the 

next day they reappeared. This “resurrec-
tion of the crosses” symbolized the will of 
Lithuanians to live free.

Today, Lithuania is a member of the 
European Union, NATO and the United 
Nations. The president of Lithuania, Dalia 
Grybauskaite, who was first elected in 2009 
and was re-elected to a second term of 
office in 2014, was raised and educated in 
Lithuania during the Soviet period. Before 
being elected president of Lithuania, she 

worked as a European commissioner for 
financial programming and the budget. 
President Grybauskaite endeavors to work 
within the European system to keep 
Lithuania a productive, progressive and 
sovereign country, home to a proud, 
resourceful and intelligent people.

We were nearing the “Hill of Crosses,” 
and the clouds looked ominous. As we got 
off the bus, it started to rain. I searched for 
a place to anchor my inlaid Ukrainian cross, 
but there was little room and the ground 
was rock hard. Yet, I was determined. I 
found a spot and plunged the cross into the 
earth. It stood. I turned and ran for shelter. 

My inlaid, wooden, handheld, cross was 
crafted in Ukraine. I had bought it at St. 
Josaphat Ukrainian Catholic Church in 
Rochester, N.Y., and had it blessed at St. 
Mary Protectress Ukrainian Autocephalous 
Orthodox Church in nearby Irondequoit. 
My gesture in bringing and leaving my 
cross in Lithuania was a way of paying trib-
ute to the centuries-old friendship between 
Lithuanians and Ukrainians. 

Having seen and prayed at the “Hill of 
Crosses,” I know that the Ukrainian cross is 
not alone. It stands sentinel with the multi-
tude in service to mankind and God in 
excelsior.

Christine Hoshowsky, Ph.D., lives in 
Rochester, N.Y., where she is an active mem-
ber of the Ukrainian community and presi-
dent of the Rochester Ukrainian Group.

Dr. Christine Hoshowsky with her Ukrainian cross at the “Hill of Crosses” in Lithuania.

Berlin during an official trip to speak with 
German Chancellor Angela Merkel and other 
officials. 

Kyiv has been concerned about whether 
Mr. Trump will rescind restrictive measures 
imposed on Russia for invading Ukraine and 
might recognize the illegal annexation of 
Crimea in exchange for cooperation in fight-
ing terrorism. 

Little is known about what aspects of 
Ukraine the two heads of state discussed, 
and The Washington Post noted in an edito-
rial published on January 31 that Mr. Trump 
called Ukraine a “tough issue.” 

The State Department said that it “was 
deeply concerned with the recent spike in 
violence,” whereas Mr. Trump and his 
spokesperson, Sean Spicer, haven’t released 
any public statements. 

The latest escalation in the nearly three-
year-old Russian-engineered war exacerbat-
ed the humanitarian crisis in the eastern 
regions of Donetsk, Luhansk, Kharkiv, 
Dnipropetrovsk and Zaporizhia, where 80 
percent of the 1.7 million registered inter-
nally displaced people live. 

Damage to infrastructure, in particular 
electricity lines, a water filtration station and 
the coking coal plant, has severely limited 
access to heat, power and water for 400,000 
people in the Avdiyivka-Yasynuvata area 
amid sub-zero temperatures. The Avdiyivka 
coke plant provides heat to Avdiyivka. 

Approximately 16,000 residents of 
Avdiyivka, including 2,500 children, are in 
need of immediate assistance, emergency 
services reported. Ukrainian authorities, 
together with the Red Cross and Catholic 
charity group Caritas have set up heated 
tents and portable kitchens, and are provid-
ing other relief services in the area. 

Donetsk police chief Vyacheslav Abroskin 
said the Russian separatists were deliber-
ately targeting civilian areas in Avdiyivka 
and nearby Krasnohorivka. At least two 
civilians have been killed in shelling and 26 
homes were destroyed just in Avdiyivka in 
the last four days, according to Internal 
Affairs Minister Arsen Avakov. 

“Such action of the Kremlin may qualify as 
a war crime, a gross violation of the Geneva 
Conventions of 12 August 1949, an unlawful, 
wanton and extensive destruction of proper-
ty not justified by military necessity,” 
Ukraine’s Foreign Affairs Ministry said in a 
statement. 

It was only as of 2 p.m. on February 1 
that infrastructure repair work started, the 
Defense Ministry reported, citing a truce 
that was brokered through the OSCE’s joint 
coordination center for ceasefire monitor-
ing, and which includes Russian and 
Ukrainian military officers. 

About 175 Avdiyivka residents, mostly 
children and their parents, have already 
been evacuated from the frontline town, the 
State Emergency Service said the same day. 

In the past four days, Ukrainian troops 
have faced heavy artillery, mortar and tank 
fire before ground assaults, usually by 30- to 
40-man groups, commenced. According to 
the U.S. Mission to the OSCE, in its daily 
reports on monitoring the non-existent 
ceasefire, the OSCE said it lost count on 
January 29 when the attacks surpassed 
2,300 “violations.” On January 30, “explo-
sions” reached 2,499, a daily OSCE monitor-
ing report stated. By the evening of 
February 1, the OSCE’s Special Monitoring 
Mission was reporting that a significant 
increase in ceasefire violations, including 
over 10,330 “explosions,” had been record-
ed on January 30-31

Three enemy troops were taken prisoner 
during the heavy fighting. Two subsequent-
ly died of their wounds, while the one who 

survived, who is from Makiyivka, a suburb 
of Donetsk, was handed over to the Security 
Service of Ukraine. 

Additional elite police units were sent to 
the frontline town to provide security.

Russia’s attacks coincided with Ukraine 
taking over the presidency of the United 
Nations Security Council for February. 

“The Ukrainian Mission to the U.N. is 
already taking advantage by setting a hear-
ing on February 2 to discuss the military 
escalation in the Donbas region,” the Kyiv-
based investment bank Concorde Capital 
said in a note. “The Security Council also 
issued a January 31 statement at Ukraine’s 
request, expressing its grave concern about 
the dangerous situation and severe conse-
quences for the local civilian population. The 
statement condemned the use of armaments 
forbidden by the Minsk accords, which led to 
deaths and injuries among civilians.”

Another local bank investment bank, 
Dragon Capital, said, “this latest episode, 
which was provoked by the Russian-backed 
separatists, is not fully clear at the moment, 
but the level of response from Ukrainian 
authorities, with talk of escalation to the 
U.N. Security Council, further demonstrates 
this has been some of the worst fighting of 
late, with possible wider repercussions.”

(Continued from page 1)

Ukraine mourns...

Some of the damage from attacks by combined Russian-separatist forces on 
Avdiyivka as seen on the morning of February 1.

Vyacheslav Abroskin

A resident of the frontline town of Avdiyivka in Donetsk Oblast stands amid rubble on 
January 27 after combined Russian-separatist forces shelled the area with heavy artillery. 

npu.gov.ua
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Kyiv: Russia fired on transport plane 

KYIV – Ukrainian military authorities 
say that an unarmed military transport 
plane was hit by anti-aircraft fire from a 
Russian naval vessel over a disputed area of 
the Black Sea. Ukraine’s Defense Ministry 
said no one was injured in the February 1 
incident and the plane returned safely to 
base despite being hit several times. A 
spokesman for the Russian Black Sea Fleet 
– based at the port of Sevastopol on 
Ukraine’s Crimean peninsula, which was 
annexed by Russia in 2014 – said the 
Ukrainian aircraft acted “provocatively” by 
flying at “extremely low altitude.” The 
Russian spokesman denied that the aircraft 
was fired upon, saying such claims by 
Ukraine were “a lie.” The spokesman said 
the plane made close passes to Russian oil 
platforms and security guards sent it a 
warning signal. The Ukrainian military said 
the shots were fired from a Russian navy 
anti-submarine corvette patrolling the 
area. The incident occurred before noon 
local time over a part of the Black Sea that 
both Russia and Ukraine claim. (RFE/RL, 
based on reporting by Dumskaya.net, 
DefenceBlog.com, Interfax and TASS)

Contact Group urges immediate ceasefire

MINSK – The Trilateral Contact Group 
(TCG), which is attempting to regulate the 
conflict in eastern Ukraine, has urged both 
sides to adhere scrupulously to the agreed 
ceasefire and to withdraw heavy weaponry 
away from the contact line as previously 
agreed. The TCG – which includes Ukraine, 
Russia and the Organization for Security 
and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) – met in 
Minsk on February 1 amid a significant 
uptick in fighting between the Ukrainian 

military and Russia-backed separatists in 
recent days around the government-con-
trolled town of Avdiyivka. The TCG state-
ment also called for “safe and secure 
access” for OSCE monitors and the “facilita-
tion of humanitarian efforts” aimed at
restoring water and electricity supplies. 
Also on February 1, NATO Secretary-
General Jens Stoltenberg called the 
renewed fighting “the most serious spike in 
violence in a long time,” adding that the 
humanitarian situation for civilians in 
Avdiyivka was “dire, with 20,000 people 
facing freezing temperatures without heat, 
electricity, and water.” Mr. Stoltenberg also 
called on Russia “to use its considerable 
influence over the separatists to bring the 
violence to an end.” The Ukrainian military 
said on February 1 that nine servicemen 
and one civilian were also injured in the 
previous 24 hours. Ukrainian officials had 
reported the deaths of seven soldiers in the 
past few days, the highest casualty toll in 
weeks. An emergency official, Vladislav 
Husinskyy, said that 175 people, including 
88 children, had been evacuated to nearby 
towns by bus on the morning of February 1. 
Shelling left many residents of the town 
north of the separatist stronghold of 
Donetsk without electricity, water supplies 
and heating in temperatures well below 
freezing. The United Nations Security 
Council on January 31 expressed “grave 
concern” over the “dangerous deteriora-
tion” in eastern Ukraine and called for a halt 
to the violence. Ukraine’s Foreign Ministry 
described it on January 31 as “a clear indi-
cation of Russia’s continued blatant disre-
gard of its commitments under the Minsk 
agreements.” Speaking on February 1, 
Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov rejected 
accusations that Russia and the separatists 
were responsible for the flare-up of hostili-
ties, and called on Kyiv to stop what he said 
were “provocative actions.” Mr. Peskov also 
said that the escalation was evidence of 

what he called the need for “a swift 
resumption of dialogue and cooperation 
between Russia and the United States.” 
(RFE/RL, with reporting by Christopher 
Miller, AP, UNIAN, TASS and Interfax)

EU on cooperation with U.S. on Ukraine 

BRUSSELS – Eight European Union 
member states are calling for more cooper-
ation between the United States and the EU 
in pushing for reforms in Ukraine, accord-
ing to a document seen by RFE/RL. The 
plan comes amid widespread concerns in 
Europe that new U.S. President Donald 
Trump’s administration will step up coop-
eration with Russia, reducing U.S. support 
for Ukraine and leaving the EU with less 
influence. The paper, which is to be dis-
cussed by EU foreign ministers on February 
6, was authored by Britain, Denmark, 
Estonia, Finland, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland 
and Sweden. “Ukraine has the potential to 
become a positive showcase for the region,” 
but it will take “long-term political commit-
ment and resolve as well as international 
support,” the document says. It stresses 
that “the EU and the United States have a 
shared interest in supporting Ukrainian 
reforms, and adds: “We believe more could 
be done to share analysis and coordinate 
reform efforts with the United States.” 
Specifically, it says the EU and United States 
should explore cooperation in reforming 
the Ukrainian customs authority to 
“increase compliance, efficiency and pre-
dictability to the benefit of trade and pri-
vate sector development.” Western govern-
ments and analysts say that swifter, more 
thorough reforms would reduce the influ-
ence of Russia, which seized the Crimean 
peninsula in March 2014 and backs sepa-
ratists in a war that has killed more than 
9,750 people since April 2014. (RFE/RL, 
with reporting by Rikard Jozwiak)

Trump, Putin agree to work together 

WASHINGTON – The White House said 
the first official phone call between 
President Donald Trump and his Russian 
counterpart, Vladimir Putin “was a signifi-
cant start to improving the relationship 
between the United States and Russia that 
is in need of repair.”  The hour-long call on 
January 28 was their first official contact 
since Mr. Trump’s inauguration on January 
20. In statements released by the Kremlin 
and the White House, there was only pass-
ing mention of the situation in Ukraine, 
where Russia’s annexation of the Crimea 
Peninsula prompted sweeping U.S. and 
European sanctions. In the days leading up 
to the call, there was speculation that Mr. 
Trump would move to lift those measures. 
There was also no reference to the question 
of Russia’s alleged interference in the U.S. 
presidential election. U.S. intelligence agen-
cies have concluded that Russia interfered 
using computer hacking and propaganda, 
seeking to bolster Mr. Trump’s campaign. 
“Both President Trump and President Putin 
are hopeful that after today’s call the two 
sides can move quickly to tackle terrorism 

and other important issues of mutual con-
cern,” the White House said in a short state-
ment released after the call. The Kremlin, 
meanwhile, had a similarly upbeat assess-
ment of the conversation, saying it showed 
there is “a mood for restoring and improv-
ing” cooperation between the United States 
and Russia.  It said that “both sides showed 
their readiness for active, joint work to sta-
bilize and develop Russian-American coop-
eration.” The Kremlin said Messrs. Putin 
and Trump both favored the idea of coordi-
nating Russian and U.S. actions in Syria 
aimed at defeating Islamic State (IS) mili-
tants and what the Kremlin called “other 
terrorist groups.” Mr. Putin’s spokesman 
Dmitry Peskov told Interfax that Trump 
and Putin did not discuss the issue of eas-
ing U.S. sanctions that have been imposed 
against Russia over its illegal annexation of 
Ukraine’s Crimea region and Moscow’s 
support for pro-Russia separatists in east-
ern Ukraine. The Kremlin statement said 
Messrs. Putin and Trump did discuss the 
situation in Ukraine. It said the two leaders 
agreed to establish “partner-like coopera-
tion” on international issues, including “the 
crisis in Ukraine,” the situation in the 
Middle East, strategic stability, and the fight 
against terrorism. (RFE/RL, with reporting 
by Reuters, AP, Interfax and TASS)

McCain vows to cement sanctions 

WASHINGTON – Sen. John McCain says 
he will pursue legislation that would 
cement sanctions against Russia into law if 
President Donald Trump decides to lift 
them. Sen. McCain (R-Ariz.) made the 
pledge in a January 27 statement, a day 
before a planned phone call between Mr. 
Trump and Russian President Vladimir 
Putin. Earlier on January 27, senior Trump 
adviser Kellyanne Conway said in a televi-
sion interview that lifting U.S. sanctions 
that were imposed against Russia over its 
actions in Ukraine and elsewhere was 
“under consideration.” Sen. McCain stated: 
“For the sake of America’s national security 
and that of our allies, I hope President 
Trump will put an end to this speculation 
and reject such a reckless course,” Sen. 
McCain said. “If he does not, I will work 
with my colleagues to codify sanctions 
against Russia into law.” Sen. McCain, a 
vocal critic of Putin, called the Russian 
president a “murderer and a thug who 
seeks to undermine American national 
security interests.” (RFE/RL)

Russia charges Crimean Tatar official

MOSCOW – Russia’s Federal Security 
Service (FSB) has filed extremism charges 
against a leading Crimean Tatar official in 
the annexed Ukrainian region of Crimea. 
Officials announced on January 30 that 
Ilma Umerov, deputy chairman of the 
Crimean Tatar Mejlis, the community’s top 
executive organ, has been charged with 
“actions aimed at violating the territorial 
integrity of the Russian Federation.” Mr. 

(Continued on page 15)
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And that is all the more so because 
Moscow shows no sign of reversing course. 
The Kremlin said on January 31 that it has 
no plans to cut its military spending despite 
economic hard times (themoscowtimes.
com/news/kremlin-refuses-to-cut-russian-
defense-budget-57000), and a Russian sen-
ator openly talked about Russian forces 
taking Kyiv (politnavigator.net/v-sovete- 
federacii-zayavili-o-vozmozhnosti-vzyatiya-
kieva.html).

Many like to cite George Santayana’s 
classic observation that “those who forget 

the past are condemned to relive it.” That 
sage advice needs to be expanded with the 
words that “those who ignore what is going 
on at present will only hasten the return of 
the worst aspects of the past now and in 
the future.”

Russia’s war in Ukraine must never be 
“forgotten,” especially at a time when 
Russian forces are killing some Ukrainians 
and seeking to enslave more of them.

Paul Goble is a long-time specialist on 
ethnic and religious questions in Eurasia. 
The article above is reprinted with permis-
sion from his blog called “Window on 
Eurasia” (http://windowoneurasia2.
blogspot.com/).

(Continued from page 1)

Russia’s war...
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Umerov is in Kyiv-controlled Ukraine. In 
March 2016, he made televised statements 
calling for Russia to return Crimea, which it 
annexed from Ukraine in 2014. Crimean 
Tatars have complained of human rights 
violations since the annexation. The Mejlis 
has been outlawed by the Russian authori-
ties. On January 27, a Russian court in the 
Crimean city of Simferopol accepted charg-
es of “disseminating extremist information” 
against rights lawyer Emil Kurbedinov, who 
has served as defense attorney in numer-
ous cases involving Crimean Tatars. (RFE/
RL, with reporting by Interfax and TASS)

Journalist ordered out of Belarus 

MINSK – Authorities in Belarus have 
detained Ukrainian journalist Vitaliy Sizov 
and ordered him to leave the country due to 
the fact that he was barred from entering 
Russia. Mr. Sizov arrived in Minsk on 
February 1 to cover talks between the so-
called Contact Group on regulating the con-
flict in eastern Ukraine. He told RFE/RL that 
Belarusian police forcibly removed him 

from his hotel and ordered him to leave the 
country within 24 hours. “They told me 
Russia had barred me from entering its ter-
ritory until 2021,” Mr. Sizov said. “Because 
Russia and Belarus are members of a union 
state I cannot be on the Belarusian territory 
either, they said.” Mr. Sizov is a journalist 
working for a Ukrainian television channel 
broadcasting to the Donetsk and Luhansk 
regions of Ukraine, where Ukraine’s armed 
forces have been fighting against Russia-
supported separatists since 2014. Mr. Sizov 
added that he planned to leave Belarus 
within 24 hours, right after the talks. He is 
officially accredited with the Belarusian 
Foreign Affairs Ministry and has visited 
Belarus several times in the past. (RFE/RL’s 
Belarus Service)

Shakhtar’s home games to be in Kharkiv 

KYIV – The Ukrainian soccer club 
Shakhtar Donetsk will play its future home 
games in the city of Kharkiv throughout the 
year, the club announced on January 30. 
Shakhtar has not played in its home city 
since the start of the conflict with Russia-
backed separatists in the east in 2014, 
when Donetsk came under the control of 
separatists. It played its home games in Lviv 

while training and living in Kyiv. The games 
in Kharkiv, on an agreement until the end of 
2017, will Shakhtar’s first match in Kharkiv 
is a Europa League last-32 return leg 
against Spain’s Celta Vigo on February 23. 
“The matches we held in Kharkiv have 
proved that there are many Shakhtar fans in 
this region. ...This will enable us to be closer 
to our fans, and I am convinced that we can 
make them happy with our spectacular per-
formance and good results,” Shakhtar chief 
executive Sergei Palkin said. (RFE/RL, 
based on reporting by AP and DPA)

Brazilian jailed over conflict in east 

KYIV – A Brazilian citizen who authori-
ties say fought alongside Russia-backed 
separatists in eastern Ukraine has been sen-
tenced to 13 years in prison by a Kyiv court. 
The Brazilian was convicted of creating a 
“terrorist organization” and “recruiting 
mercenaries for terrorists,” the Pechersk 
district court said in a statement. The 
January 25 statement did not name the 
man or say when he was sentenced. 
Ukrainian media, including outlets based in 
separatist-held territory in eastern Ukraine, 
have reported that his name is Rafael 
Lusvarghi and that he was arrested upon 

arrival at Kyiv’s Boryspil International 
Airport in October 2016. A Facebook page 
advocating for Mr. Lusvarghi’s release and 
featuring a photo of a fighter holding a sep-
aratist flag shared a report by a separatist 
website confirming it was he who was sen-
tenced. The website said Mr. Lusvarghi is 32 
years old. The Kyiv prosecutor’s office has 
alleged that the Brazilian convicted in court 
fought alongside separatists between 
September 2014 and May 2015, including 
in deadly battles for the town of Debaltseve 
and the Donetsk airport. During that time, 
he served as a military instructor and scout, 
as well as a recruiter of foreign fighters, the 
prosecutor’s office said. He is believed to be 
the first non-Russian to be convicted and 
sentenced by Ukraine for alleged crimes 
relating to the war. Foreigners from several 
countries have fought in the war. Russian 
media have quoted Mr. Lusvarghi as saying 
that he “fights not only for Novorossiya, but 
also for a multipolar world.” The term 
Novorossiya means “New Russia” and is 
used by some Russians and separatists to 
refer to large parts of eastern and southern 
Ukraine that they covet. (RFE/RL’s 
Christopher Miller, with reporting by from 
RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service)

(Continued from page 14)
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Lubomir Jawny, MD, 
of blessed memory,

It is with profound sorrow that 
we announce that on Wednesday, 

January 25th, 2017 A.D., 
our Husband, Father, Grandfather 

and Brother

after a period of illness, 
peacefully fell asleep in the Lord.

Dr. Lubomir Jawny was born in 1937 in Pidhaitsi, Ukraine. Dr. Jawny, 
a Fellow of the American Academy of Cardiology, practiced cardiology 
for over 50 years in North Arlington, NJ; served as Chief of Medical Sta�  
at West Hudson Hospital and on the hospital medical teaching faculty 
of St. Michael’s Medical Center; and was on the medical faculty of St. 

Barnabas and Clara Maas Medical Centers. He was an active member of the 
“Siromantsi” (Gray Wolves) tribe of Plast, the Ukrainian Youth Organization 
based on Scouting. His joys included family, friends, music, books, sports, 

sailing, and hiking.

Left behind in grief:
wife  Maria Dzwenyslawa née Krawciw
daughter  Olha Sokhan with her husband, Oleh, and son, Nestor
son  Roman Jawny with his wife, Yaroslava née Havaniuk, 
  and son, Roman Hotsulyak
son-in-law  Keith Otto, husband of the late daughter, Tatiana, 
  with sons Kyle, Jack, and Maximillian
daughter  Lada Gawdiak with her husband, Yuri, and sons Lev 
  and Zakhar
sister  Ulana Diachuk
families  Shklar, Havaniuk, Hotsulyak, Krawciw, Holovatskyj, 
  Demtchishin, Nyzhnykevych, Berezovskii, Sochan, 
  Gawdiak, Otto 
and family members in the United States of America, Canada, and Ukraine.

Visitation will be on Friday, February 17th, 2017, 2:00-4:00 pm, and 7:00-9:00 
pm including the Parastas/Requiem at 7:30 pm, at Bradley-Braviak Funeral 
Home, 49 Whippany Road, Whippany, New Jersey, 07981, (973) 887-2186, 
www.bradleyfuneralhomes.com/bradley-braviak-whippany-nj.html

The Funeral Liturgy will be held at on Saturday, Febrauary 18th, 10:00 am, 
at St. John the Baptist Ukrainian Catholic Church, 60 North Je� erson Road 
Whippany, New Jersey, 07981, www.sjucc.com , followed by the Funeral at 
Holy Spirit Ukrainian Catholic Cemetery, 141 Sarah Wells Trail, Campbell Hall, 
New York, 10916, www.holyspirit-standrew.org

May he rest in peace!

In lieu of � owers, those wishing to honor Dr. Jawny’s memory are invited to 
make a donation to one of the following:
Plast, Ukrainian Youth Organization, in Ukraine- Please make checks out to: 
“Plast, Inc.” and send to: Plast, Inc., c/o J. Kozak, 360 Pheasant Drive, Huntingdon 
Valley, PA 19006
Ukrainian Institute of America- Please make checks out to: “Ukrainian Institute of 
America” and send to: Ukrainian Institute of America, 2 East 79th Street, New York, 
NY 10075, or on the website: http://ukrainianinstitute.org/support-the-institute/
Aid to Ukrainian Soldiers- Please make checks out to: “UNWLA War Victims Fund” 
and send to: UNWLA, 203 Second Ave, 5th Floor, New York, NY 10003-5706 or by 
PayPal at http://www.unwla.org (near bottom of home page). 

Olga immigrated to the United States in 1949. She was a longtime 
resident of Jersey City, NJ where she was active in the Ukrainian National 
Women’s League of America and a member of Sts. Peter and Paul Church 
choir in Jersey City.

The funeral service was held on Friday, December 16, 2016 at Sts. Peter 
and Paul Ukrainian Catholic Church, Jersey City, NJ, followed by interment 
at St. Andrew Orthodox Cemetery, South Bound Brook, NJ. Olga was 
predeceased by her beloved husband, Tadej, and her dear grandson, 
Marko Kardasz (Susan), in 2004.

Remaining in deep sorrow:
daughter         Jaroslava Kardasz
son         Yurij Domanski
grandchildren             Tanya, Nicholas, Alexander, Natalie
great-grandchildren     Jessica, Jenna, Tyler
extended family in the US, Canada and Ukraine

May her memory be eternal!

It is with deep sorrow we announce that 
our dearest mother, grandmother 

and great-grandmother

OLGA DOMANSKI 
née WOCH

passed away peacefully in her home 
on Monday, December 12, 2016, at the age of 93. 

She was born on May 7,1923, in Hynovychi, Ukraine.

With deep sorrow we announce that

Daria Myskiw 
née Ohonowska

92, formerly of Irvington , NJ, beloved 
mother, grandmother and great grandmother passed 

away on January 19, 2017 in Bradenton, Florida

She leaves behind 
children: Luba Knysh (with husband Roman), Oleh Myskiw (with wife  

  Svitlana and her daughter Marusia Didorenko ), and   
  Maria Ferens (with husband Raymond)

Grandchildren: Roman Knysh (Kate), Mark Knysh (Sarah), Adrianna   
  Ferens, Andrew Ferens, Alana Ferens, Kira Myskiw,   
  Alexander Myskiw (Jane)

Great-grandchildren: Mia Knysh, Roman Knysh Jr., Mark Joseph   
  Knysh, Charlotte Knysh, Matthew Knysh, Zoryana Myskiw

She was predeceased by her husband Michael in 1994 and daughter 
Christina in 1983.

Funeral services took place on January 28, 2017 at 1:00 p.m. at Saint 
Andrew Ukrainian Orthodox Cemetery, South Bound Brook, NJ. 

May her memory be eternal !
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Ukrainian Youth Association project brings gifts to Ukraine’s refugee children

by Jurij Priatka

NEW YORK – One of the most eagerly 
anticipated dates of the year for Ukrainian 
children throughout the world is the feast 
of St. Nicholas, when they await his visit 
and the goodies he brings. Sadly, for many 
children in Ukraine whose lives have been 
torn apart by the war with Russia in the 
eastern part of the country, a visit from St. 
Nicholas takes on a whole new meaning. 

Peace and joy haven’t been part of their 
lives since Russia invaded Ukraine in 2014. 
Thousands of children have been displaced 
from their homes or have lost family mem-
bers who bravely served on the battlefront 
to protect and secure the democratic and 

territorial sovereignty of Ukraine. For these 
innocents, a gift from St. Nicholas brings 
just a little happiness during the holidays. 
But St. Nicholas cannot accomplish such an 
undertaking without the help of a few 
kindhearted and generous “angels.” 

For the third year in a row, the 
Ukrainian American Youth Association 
(UAYA), in conjunction with the worldwide 
governing body of the Ukrainian Youth 
Association, were the “angels” who helped 
bring joy to children in Ukraine under the 
auspices of a humanitarian project called 
“Warming Hearts through Kindness” 
(Teplom Zihriyemo Sertsia). The goal of 
this project, which has become an annual 
tradition, was to unite Ukrainian youths 

throughout the world in good deed and 
benevolence, in this case for refugee chil-
dren.

The campaign included Ukrainian Youth 
Association (UYA) members from the 
United States, Canada, Australia, Germany, 
Belgium and Great Britain. In the U.S. there 
was 100 percent participation from each of 
the 19 active UAYA branches in the country 
and one independent Ukrainian church 
community of St. Nicholas Church in Troy, 
N.Y. 

Participation also extended beyond 
UAYA members to include the wider 
Ukrainian community, as well as a large 
group of non-Ukrainian residents from 
Fairfield County in Connecticut who heard 

about the campaign through social media 
and generously joined the effort. 

All said, participants in the “Warming 
Hearts through Kindness” project were 
successful in sending over 1,039 gifts to 
local UYA contacts in Ukraine for distribu-
tion to children in need of some hope and 
Christmas cheer, predominantly in 
Khmelnytskyi, Ternopil and Kalush. 

For those who participated in collecting 
and sending the gifts to Ukraine, the oppor-
tunity to think beyond their own immedi-
ate problems and concerns and to show 
love for their neighbors in need, under-
scored the Ukrainian Youth Association’s 
core mission of instilling in its members a 
love for God and Ukraine. 
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Special concert honors donors to Boston’s parish’s “Piano Project”
by Peter T. Woloschuk

JAMAICA PLAIN, Mass. – On Saturday 
evening, January 14, more than 50 invited 
guests gathered in Christ the King’s 
Ukrainian Catholic Parish Center for a spe-
cial reception and thank-you concert for a 

piano that had been purchased with funds 
they’d contributed.

Although the parish owns two other 
upright pianos, they have given service for 
many years, and it has been harder and cost-
lier to maintain them. Since the pianos play a 
major supportive role in many parish events 

throughout the years, as well as in quite a 
number of wider community events that are 
staged on the parish grounds, Galyna 
Kryvanych, the parish pianist, who has 
degrees from the Ternopil, Odesa, and Kyiv 
music schools and conservatories, and was 
rated one of the top five pianists in Ukraine, 
recommended that something needed to be 

done. Within a short time, the Piano Project 
Committee was formed under the chair-
manship of Miroslav Vintoniv. In a little 
over three months it raised over $10,000.

The committee then conducted an inten-
sive search of the various manufacturers, 

Galyna Kryvanych (left) with sopranos Oksana Paduchak and Olha Lisovska.

Children in Ivano-Frankivsk receive gifts.

Children of the Ukrainian American Youth Association branch in Palatine, Ill., pre-
pare to send gifts to children in Ukraine.

Children of the Ukrainian American Youth Association branch in Passaic, N.J., with 
their gifts for children in Ukraine.

Children in Ternopil receive gifts.

Some of the donors to the “piano project” at the thank-you concert.
Iurii Kryvanych

(Continued on page 22)
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Sen. Murphy visits Ukrainian church in Hartford
by Alex Kuzma

HARTFORD, Conn. – On Sunday, January 
15, U.S. Sen. Chris Murphy (D-Conn.) visited 
St. Michael’s Ukrainian Catholic Church in 
Hartford to share his concerns about the 
security situation in Ukraine, and to share 
his perspective on the latest developments 
in Washington. 

Sen. Murphy told the audience that he 
planned to vote against the confirmation of 
former Exxon-Mobil executive Rex 
Tillerson who had been nominated by 
President Donald Trump to serve as secre-
tary of state. The senator stated that he had 
strong reservations about Mr. Tillerson’s 
affinity for Russia’s President Vladimir 
Putin, and his extensive business dealings 
with Russian oil and gas interests that 
could inhibit his ability to stand up to 
Russian aggression.

Since 2013, Sen. Murphy and other mem-
bers of Connecticut’s Congressional delega-
tion have been frequent visitors to 
Ukrainian churches in Hartford, New Haven 
and Stamford. Connecticut’s Ukrainian com-
munity activists have also made repeated 
visits to Washington and district offices in 
various Congressional districts, to insist on 
stronger U.S. support for Ukraine’s sover-
eignty, and humanitarian and military aid to 
help rebuild Ukraine’s economy and to help 
Ukraine resist attacks from Russian forces.

Sen. Murphy recalled his visit to Kyiv at 
the height of the Maidan – the Revolution of 
Dignity – in 2013, when he and Sen. John 
McCain (R-Ariz.) addressed a crowd of 
nearly a million protesters amassed on 
Independence Square. 

In March 2015, Sen. Murphy held a joint 
town hall meeting with Sen. McCain at the 

Ukrainian National Home in Hartford to 
show bipartisan support for Ukraine’s sov-
ereignty and united opposition to Russia’s 
annexation of Crimea and its continued ter-
rorist activity in the Donbas region. 

Sen. Murphy has made several return 
trips to Ukraine as a member of the U.S. 
Foreign Relations Committee. 

During his latest visit to St. Michael’s 
Church, Sen. Murphy voiced deep concern 
about President Trump’s stated willingness 
to lift sanctions against Russia. The senator 
reaffirmed his commitment to resist any 
policy that might lend any legitimacy to 
Russia’s desire for a “sphere of influence” 
over Ukraine or other former Soviet repub-
lics, and he emphasized that sanctions 
against Russia must be kept in place until 
such time as Russia withdraws all its troops 
from Ukraine and respects Ukraine’s right 
to self-determination. 

In response to a question from one of St. 
Michael’s parishioners, Ivan Kebalo, regard-
ing European nations’ weakening resolve 
against Russia’s expansionism, Sen. Murphy 
reminded the audience that President 
Barack Obama was an “enthusiastic propo-
nent” of sanctions and noted that it will 
take the same level of enthusiasm to keep 
European nations united against Mr. Putin’s 
machinations. Unfortunately, said Sen. 
Murphy, President Trump has expressed 
doubts about the vital importance of the 
NATO alliance. 

Sen. Murphy also stated that Congress 
would hold hearings to determine the 
extent of personal and business ties 
between Mr. Trump, his surrogates and 
Russian oligarchs, to ensure that these have 
not compromised the president’s ability to 
put America’s interests first.
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Representatives of the Hartford, Conn., branch of Plast Ukrainian Scouting 
Organization with Sen. Chris Murphy during his visit to St. Michael’s Ukrainian 

Catholic Parish.

prepared for use in Ukraine with the sup-
port of industry partners. Hundreds of peo-
ple from civil society, and the provincial 
and federal governments, participated in 
this project,” stated Roman Waschuk, 
Canada’s ambassador to Ukraine. “The 
ambulances will be sent to hospitals from 
Luhansk Oblast to Chernivtsi – east to west 
across Ukraine. This is a gift from all of 
Canada – to all of Ukraine.”

“On behalf of the UCC Ukraine Appeal, I’d 
like to extend my sincere gratitude to all the 
volunteers, partners, sponsors and donors 
who made today’s handover possible,” stat-
ed John Holuk, chair of the UCC Ukraine 
Appeal. “These ambulances will serve a 
critical need. The Ukrainian Canadian com-
munity will always stand together with the 
people of Ukraine.”

The handover on January 28 was the 
second phase of the project. In the first 
phase, four equipped ambulances were 

provided to military hospitals in Kharkiv, 
Dnipro and Vinnytsia in September 2015.

The second phase of the project focuses 
on emergency aid to the civilian population. 
Ambulance services from across Canada 
donated 10 ambulances that will serve crit-
ical medical needs in three areas:

• Mobile clinics – Four ambulances will 
be provided to district hospitals in Kharkiv 
region in the cities of Pervomaisk, Valkiv, 
Blyzniuky and Barvinkove, where a project 
to provide basic medical care to the most 
vulnerable populations through mobile 
medical teams will be implemented. The 
new ambulances will significantly expand 
the scope of providing health care to up to 
40,000 people every year who find them-
selves in difficult circumstances, especially 
internally displaced people who were 
forced to leave their homes.

• Emergency and Disaster Medicine 
Department Luhansk Oblast – Due to 
Russia’s aggression in eastern Ukraine, the 
number of ambulances available for emer-
gency services in the Donetsk and Luhansk 
oblasts was dramatically reduced. Three 

ambulances equipped with additional 
emergency equipment will be posted in 
Severodonetsk, Luhansk Oblast.

• Hospitals – Three ambulances will go to 
Ternopil, Chernivtsi and Kharkiv, with each 
hospital focused on delivering improved 
care to their communities and saving lives. 
In Ternopil, the hospital will focus on pro-
viding specialized care for women with life-
threatening pregnancies and infant care for 
the entire oblast. In Kharkiv, the hospital 
provides critical heart surgery for infants 
from the entire eastern region. In Chernivtsi, 
the hospital is expanding the area of respon-
sibility to provide care. The timely availabili-
ty of patient transport is a critical compo-
nent of life-saving care.

Financial support for the project was 
provided by the government of Canada, and 
provincial governments of Saskatchewan 
and Manitoba. The ambulances were trans-
ferred to Ukraine through Canada Ukraine 
Foundation.

Organizations including the Children of 
Chornobyl Canadian Fund, Ukrainian 
Canadian Congress Manitoba and 

Saskatchewan provincial councils, League of 
Ukrainian Canadians and Cosbild helped 
fund the transportation of the ambulances 
to Ukraine, while major industry partners in 
Canada, including Crestline Coach Inc., 
Ferno Canada and Demers Ambulances, 
worked on preparing and equipping the 
ambulances for service. Roy Foss and 
Jubilee Ford in Canada provided spare parts 
for maintenance and repair to help ensure 
reliable operation. Ambulance services from 
across Canada contributed trauma supplies 
and medical equipment for the ambulances.

Partners in Ukraine,  including 
Avtologistika, transported the ambulances 
to Kyiv and in cooperation with DAF com-
pleted critical final ambulance preparations 
for certification, registration and handover 
of the ambulances to recipients.

This humanitarian aid was transferred 
from Canada by the Canada Ukraine 
Foundation to Ukraine through Caritas 
Ukraine, which completed customs clear-
ance, certification and passed state regis-
tration prior to handing over the ambulanc-
es to the recipients.

(Continued from page 1)

Ambulances...

Mr. Solovey’s seven points of a possible 
“deal” between Messrs. Putin and Trump 
are:

1. “Moscow considers that a personal 
meeting of Putin and Trump will be 
marked by mutual understanding and can 
lay the groundwork for a strategic deal.”

2. “In the new American administration 
there are influential people who think that 
agreement with Russia corresponds to the 
national interests of the U.S. Expert work-ups 
of these agreements have already begun.”

3. “For the U.S., the main themes of the 
deal are the destruction of ISIS and 
restraining Iran and China. For Russia, they 
are the de facto recognition of a new geopo-
litical status quo, a recognition of the post-
Soviet space (except for the Baltics) as a 
zone of Russian influence, a normalization 
of relations with NATO, and a decisive eas-

ing of sanctions.”
4. “A mass joint operation of the U.S. and 

Russia against ISIS (the theater of military 
operations in addition to Syria would 
include two or three additional countries) 
would prove capable of removing the 
objections of the Congress against a deal 
with Russia.”

5. “Regarding the policy of post-sanc-
tions Iran, Moscow now has poorly con-
cealed objections so that a firm base for a 
future agreement exists.”

6. “For Russia, it is critically important to 
avoid complications with China, therefore 
the potential model of agreement with the 
U.S. regarding China may be formed not on 
a military-political but on a geo-economic 
basis involving massive economic coopera-
tion in Siberia and the Far East, with the 
involvement of South Korea and Japan.”

7. “Regarding Ukraine, the position is the 
following: to give guarantees that the 
Russians will not seize Ukraine, and in the 
future to allow the two neighboring sides to 

agree among themselves. The U.S. has other 
priorities.”

It is important to remember that Mr. 
Solovey’s conclusions, however accurate 
they may be as a statement about where 
Messrs. Putin and Trump are now, may not 
be what any final “deal” will look like. There 
are simply too many players in both Russia 
and the U.S. to be certain of that. But they 
do point to two disturbing possibilities in 
the former Soviet space. 

On the one hand, if Mr. Solovey is right, 
Mr. Trump is prepared to leave the former 
Soviet republics to face Russian power on 
their own, something that will represent a 
betrayal of what has been American policy 
since 1991. Moscow apparently is prepared 
to recognize that the Baltic countries are 
out of its zone, but any Putin promise to not 
try to take Ukraine is worthless.

And on the other, in the MGIMO analyst’s 
view, Messrs. Trump and Putin are prepared 
to launch a major military campaign against 
ISIS not because it would really defeat 

Islamist radicalism – the experience of Syria 
shows how unlikely that is – than because it 
could serve as a means for Mr. Trump to 
marginalize critics in the Congress of his all-
too-obvious tilt toward Russia.

Given the gratitude that Mr. Trump 
would likely have for such additional 
Russian assistance in U.S. domestic politics, 
it would be most unlikely that the U.S. pres-
ident would do anything to block Mr. 
Putin’s authoritarianism and imperial pre-
tensions in Eurasia, guaranteeing not only 
more violence there but destroying what is 
left of U.S. credibility more generally.

And tragically, if Mr. Solovey is right, 
President Trump apparently is only con-
cerned about containing Islamic radicalism 
and China, and is prepared to yield to 
Russia on everything else. Thus his con-
stant promise to “make America great 
again” will in the first instance contribute to 
making Russia great again even as it dimin-
ishes America’s influence and standing in 
the world.

(Continued from page 4)

The emerging...
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Melanie Agne
СУМ Irvington

Nicole Bukacz 
СУМ Philadelphia

Christina Zena Bundziak
СУМ Yonkers 

Melania Evangelea Dubenko
СУМ Philadelphia

Julia Rose Fazzinga
СУМ Yonkers 

Sophia Kocur
СУМ Yonkers 

Tatiana Krawec
СУМ Yonkers 

Kyra Maria Myroslawa Lozynskyj
СУМ New York 

Tania Melnyk
СУМ New York 

Adrianna Marie Oliver
СУМ Passaic

So� a Polishchuk
СУМ Jersey City

Victoria Daria Sicilian
СУМ Passaic

Daria Smaluch
СУМ Irvington

Olivia Wislocki
СУМ Yonkers 

Kateryna Yurkevych 
СУМ Hartford

53rd Annual Debutante Ball 
of the National Executive Board of the 

Ukrainian American Youth Association - CYМ
 

Saturday, February 25th, 2017

Sheraton Parsippany Hotel
199 Smith Road, Parsippany, New Jersey

Cocktails at 6:00 p.m.
Presentation of Debutantes at 7:00 p.m.

Banquet immediately following presentation
Ball at 9:00 p.m. 

featuring 
“Hrim” and “Zvook”

 
Black tie required

For reservations and additional information go to: www.cym.org/us/deb 

This page is sponsored by the SUMA (Yonkers) Federal Credit Union.
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involvement of the Yuzhnoye Design Office 
(which created the legendary Satana mis-
sile). 

Ukraine successfully tested the new sur-
face-to-surface missile several times last 
year (Interfax-Ukraine, November 16, 
2016). According to Ukrainian sources, this 
weaponry, with a range of 300 kilometers, 
is more advanced and sophisticated than 
existing Russian analogues. The tactical 
ballistic missile’s official range is likely list-
ed at 300 kilometers to fit within the 
Missile Technology Control Regime for 
export purposes; but its potential range, if 
acquired domestically by the Ukrainian 
military, could be as long as 500 kilometers 
(Patrioty Ukrainy, January 29, 2016).

Last year, President Petro Poroshenko 
also announced the development of a 
stealthy cruise missile, under the project 
code name “Neptune.” Work in this direction 
is apparently culminating in a missile 
named the Korshun, but few details are 
available at this point. The range is said to be 
280 kilometers, which again does not mean 
that this distance could not be extended for 
domestic use, if procured by the Ukrainian 
armed forces. In comparison with the Grom, 
these missiles are significantly smaller and 
can be fired from the air, including from the 
Su-27 (NATO designation: Flanker-B) fighter 
jet. Designed for maximum penetrative abili-
ty, the Korshun is reportedly able to fly 50 
meters below “radar level” and employs 

stealth technology, making it practically 
undetectable to contemporary radar sys-
tems as it flies toward its target (Patrioty 
Ukrainy, January 29, 2016). 

If these new weapons live up to their 
designers’ promises, the Grom and 
Korshun may give Ukraine the ability to 
overcome Russia’s advanced S-300 and 
S-400 air-defense complexes. Furthermore, 
the Grom may end up being Kyiv’s answer 
to the Russian Iskander tactical ballistic 
missile, which Moscow frequently uses to 
intimidate neighboring states.

Pervasive Russian skepticism aside, 
thorough and extensive analysis of the 
actual achievements of Ukraine’s military 
industrial complex over the past three 
years suggests that Ukraine is achieving 
real, steady progress in terms of its domes-
tic arms production. According to recent 
rankings by Defense News, Ukraine’s share 
in the global production of military equip-
ment is rapidly increasing: in 2016, the 
country was ranked No. 68 in terms of pro-
duction. The year before, Ukraine was No. 
92 in the world (Korrespondent.net, 
December 7, 2016). In addition, the coun-
try ranked 25th on the “Global Firepower – 
2016” list (24tv.ua, February 20, 2016). 
These gains will have a significant long-
term impact not only on Ukraine’s improv-
ing security posture, but also its ability to 
increasingly challenge countries like Russia 
and China in the global arms market.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

framework of the Ukrainian Defense 
Industry Day at NATO headquarters in 
Brussels, Ukroboronprom hosted a display 
of its products. Ukroboronprom CEO 
Roman Romanov said the event evinced 
Ukraine’s persistent interest in relations 
with NATO, remarking, “The alliance is 
interested in our experience and capabili-
ties. We have all the equipment that is need-
ed in today’s world, in particular armored 
vehicles, high-precision artillery systems, 
which we develop and integrate into the 
armed forces, unmanned systems, not only 
traditional but also innovative, ground-
based systems such as the Phantom, which 
is a multi-functional system, and the whole 
world saw that. The Ukrainian defense 
industry can offer such experience, which 
the allies do not yet have” (UNIAN, 
November 30, 2016).

Ukroboronprom’s press releases on the 
new joint venture Aeroscraft explicitly 
emphasize its value as a key component in 
Ukraine’s NATO endeavors, commenting, 
“Ukraine is facing a global task: a transition 
to NATO standards, as opposed to post-
Soviet efforts, which appeared in the con-
text of a temporary coercive measure. As 
with every country that has torn itself away 
from Russia’s orbit, [and] has gone or is 
going through this difficult stage, it takes 
many years and demands great effort. In 
terms of Kremlin aggression, Ukraine is 
now facing the same problems and is to 
decide those as soon as possible, under 
conditions that are far from ideal” 
(Ukroboronprom.com.ua, January 10).

As for Ukraine’s interaction with the 
North Atlantic Alliance, Ukroboronprom 
noted, “Ukrainian soldiers are already par-
ticipating in joint maneuvers with NATO, 
there are joint teams with Lithuania and 
Poland, and the creation of a similar unit 
with other NATO countries Romania and 
Bulgaria has been proposed. Furthermore, 
Ukraine consistently participates in joint 
peacekeeping operations. And in each case, 
one of the problems is logistics. For exam-

ple, in the Polish-Lithuanian-Ukrainian bri-
gade [LitPolUkrBrig], Polish soldiers use 
the Beryl assault rifle, caliber 5.56×45, 
while Ukrainian soldiers use the automatic 
AKM or AKMS, caliber 7.62×39.” The intro-
duction of the WAC-47 in significant num-
bers to the Ukrainian armed forces would 
eliminate this logistical bottleneck 
(Ukroboronprom.com.ua, January 10).

The decision by the Ukrainian govern-
ment to produce indigenous M16s will, in 
the longer term, be impacted by both inter-
nal and external political developments. 
While the government of Ukrainian 
President Petro Poroshenko has stated that 
a long-term goal is Ukraine’s eventual 
membership in NATO, external political 
forces in both Europe and the U.S. may have 
a significant bearing on this issue. This is 
especially the case given that President 
Donald Trump has on multiple occasions 
expressed skepticism over the ongoing 
value of the North American Treaty 
Organization, producing an air of uncertain-
ty at NATO headquarters in Brussels. 
Furthermore, Mr. Trump’s oft-expressed 
respect for Russian President Vladimir 
Putin and his willingness to cooperate with 
him will likely weaken Ukrainian entreaties 
to Washington against Russian aggression.

At the last NATO summit, held in 
Warsaw in July 2016, alliance members 
officially recommitted themselves to the 
eventual membership of both Ukraine and 
Georgia – actions which Russia has persis-
tently opposed. This year’s summit (in 
Brussels) promises to be different for a host 
of reasons: European nationalism is on the 
rise, the United Kingdom has voted to leave 
the European Union, and the United States 
has elected Mr. Trump – an activist-foreign-
policy skeptic. In such an environment, 
NATO may be searching for mere survival, 
leaving issues of enlargement on the shelf – 
no matter how many Western armaments 
manufacturers Ukraine manages to entice 
to begin production on its soil.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 2)

Ukraine to produce...

(Continued from page 2)

Ukraine upgrades...

The United States is deeply concerned 
with the recent spike in violence in eastern 
Ukraine around Avdiyivka-Yasynuvata. 
Since January 28, the OSCE’s Special 
Monitoring Mission has reported a dramat-
ic increase in fighting, including with heavy 
artillery and other weapons proscribed by 
the Minsk agreements. The fighting has 
caused dozens of Ukrainian military casual-
ties and 10 civilian casualties. It has also 
left 17,000 civilians, including 2,500 chil-
dren, without water, heat or electricity. To 
avert a larger humanitarian crisis, we call 
for an immediate, sustained ceasefire and 
full and unfettered access for OSCE moni-
tors. We also reaffirm U.S. support for full 
implementation of the Minsk agreements.

Ukraine’s Ministry  
of Foreign Affairs

Statement of the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of Ukraine on the deteriorating situa-
tion in the Donbas. The January 31 state-
ment was disseminated by the Embassy of 
Ukraine in the United States.

Ukraine’s Foreign Ministry expresses 
deep concern over the intensification of the 
Russian-terrorist forces in Donbas.

For the last two days, the Russian occu-
pation forces carried out massive attacks 
across the contact line using all available 
weapons, including MLRS Grad, artillery of 
152 mm and 122 mm, mortars of 120 mm 
and 82 mm, tanks, all prohibited by the 
Minsk agreements, and small arms. The 
Russian weapon has killed 8 Ukrainian sol-
diers and has left 26 wounded.

Civilians suffer because of the shelling of 
the residential areas: 2 civilians have been 
wounded. The cities of Yasynuvata and 
Avdiyivka were fully cut off from electricity 
by shelling. More than 400,000 peaceful 
civilians in the region have no access to 
water, electricity and heating. Given harsh 
weather conditions and the continuing shell-
ing by the militants, the humanitarian situa-
tion in the area continues to deteriorate.

Such actions of the Kremlin may qualify 
as a war crime, a gross violation of the 

Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, an 
unlawful, wanton and extensive destruc-
tion of property not justified by military 
necessity.

Obviously, the current escalation in 
Donbas is a clear indication of Russia’s con-
tinued blatant disregard of its commit-
ments under the Minsk agreements with a 
view of preventing the stabilization of the 
situation and achieving any progress in the 
security and humanitarian spheres.

We demand from the Russian 
Federation to cease hostilities immediately 
and to comply strictly with the ceasefire.

We request our international partners to 
step up political and diplomatic pressure 
on the Kremlin to stop dangerous escala-
tion in Donbas and avoid a humanitarian 
catastrophe in the region.

Ukraine’s Deputy Prime Minister 
Ivanna Klympush-Tsintsadze 
Statement regarding the Avdiyivka situa-

tion by Ivanna Klympush-Tsintsadze, deputy 
prime minister for European and Euro-
Atlantic integration of Ukraine. The state-
ment was disseminated on January 31 by the 
Kyiv-based Ukraine Crisis Media Center.

The situation in the east of Ukraine has 
dramatically worsened in recent days. 
Weaponry forbidden by Minsk II is being 
widely used by Russia in Ukrainian Avdiyivka 
and across the whole line of contact… Seven 
Ukrainian soldiers have been killed and 
dozens have been wounded during the last 
two days. A refusal by the aggressor and its 
puppets to cease their fire in order to allow 
infrastructural repair may leave 400,000 
people in the region without water, electric-
ity and heat at a temperature of -20 C.

We are working on ensuring provision of 
basic needs for the people. At the same 
time, Ukraine is making sure that our inter-
national partners are fully aware of the sit-
uation, get objective information and 
reporting about the developments on the 
ground. The world should know the truth 
about the crimes of the Kremlin – only then 
it will realize the depth of the abyss into 
which we are all being pushed by Russia. 
The Ukrainian fight against Russian invad-
ers is a fight of freedom against tyranny, a 
fight of the future against the past.

(Continued from page 3)

On the deteriorating...

too predictable Mr. Putin. Together with 
Ms. May, they face the task of demonstrat-
ing how few bonuses and what heavy risks 
an ignorant and indifferent reconciliation/
capitulation entails. It may be ironic that 

they need to enlist such allies as Mr. Pence, 
but they can also count on support from 
Defense Secretary James Mattis and Sen. 
John McCain; so Mr. Putin’s chances are 
slim and diminishing.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 3)

Much ado...

Bulgaria, Estonia, Germany, Latvia, 
Lithuania, Poland and Romania as a buffer 
against Russia further advancing its mili-
tary adventurism into NATO countries and 
threatening the shared post-WWII collec-

tive security order.
In light of Russia’s ongoing assault of 

Ukraine through military, economic, cyber 
and information warfare, President Trump 
should continue America’s bipartisan record 
of support for Ukraine, as maintaining the 
commitments made to our allies on matters 
of such grave importance represent the best 
of our nations’ shared values and ideals.

(Continued from page 4)

UCCA urges...
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UCCA

NEW YORK – On February 15, a full-day 
conference will bring together over two 
dozen leading voices in national security, 
diplomacy and government affairs from the 
United States, Ukraine and Europe to dis-
cuss the damage done to European security 
and international law by Russia’s continued 
attacks on Ukraine, as well as what 
advancements have been made in the dip-
lomatic, political, informational, economic 
and military spheres to protect Ukraine 
from future attacks. 

The event, titled “Securing Ukraine’s 
Sovereignty: The Road Ahead,” will gather 
at the U.S. Library of Congress (101 
Independence Ave. SE) and will feature 
four panel discussions, as well as addresses 
by numerous congressional and govern-
ment officials. A highlight will be a presen-
tation on pressing questions for the new 
administration regarding Ukrainian securi-
ty. 

The conference will be preceded by a 
special evening reception at the Embassy of 
Ukraine to the United States on February 
14 with Foreign Affairs Minister Pavlo 
Klimkin of Ukraine in attendance.

Ukraine’s sovereignty and territorial 
integrity have been under near-constant 
assault from military, economic, cyber and 
information warfare – or hybrid war - by 
Vladimir Putin’s Russia since 2014. With a 
new administration looking to take a fresh 
approach to foreign policy, this conference 
is intended to provide much-needed con-
text for decisions to be made in the coming 
years. 

The conference’s co-sponsoring organi-
zations are the American Foreign Policy 
Council, Ukrainian Congress Committee of 
America and Center for U.S.-Ukrainian 
Relations. For further information, readers 
may contact Tamara Gallo Olexy at tolexy@
ucca.org or 212-228-6840; or Walter 
Zaryckyj at waz2102@columbia.edu or 
212-476-1221.

Ukraine to take center stage 
at security conference in D.C.

KLK Cordially Invites Members, Family & Friends 
        To Our Annual KLK Winter Ski Races 
        Date: Saturday, February 25, 2017
        Place: HUNTER MOUNTAIN , NY 

Registration begins bright & early at 8:00 am
Opening ceremony begins at 9:45 am
Races begin at approximately 10:00 am
Snow Boarders Welcomed 

 
Dinner and Awards Ceremony: 

Coppertree Restaurant at Hunter Mountain
Time: 7:00 pm

Adults: $50.00,   Children ages 14 & under – Free, 
if accompanied by an adult. Please wear your 
”Vyshyvky” to the Awards Ceremony.

 
Please visit our website:  

 www.klkusa.com 
or contact Andrew Hadzewycz for registration 

forms or information at

hadzewycz@optonline.net

dealerships, studios and salons in the great-
er Boston area before selecting a 40-year-
old Yamaha G3 Grand Piano in mint condi-
tion which was built in Japan. The piano 
originally sold for $40,000. The piano will 
now be used for all parish functions, com-
munity events and children’s lessons.

Oksana Syneyko, who often organizes 
many parish functions, particularly those 
involving the children of the parish, 
emceed the concert. The concert included 
16 pieces and lasted just over two hours; it 
was remarkable for its professionalism.

During the concert Mrs. Kryvanych took 
a few moments between pieces to address 
everyone. “The fact that we were able to 
reach our goal and purchase such a magnif-
icent instrument in such a short period of 
time speaks to your understanding of our 
need to foster and continue to develop our 
beautiful Ukrainian heritage here in the 
United States and to help our children and 
young people carry on their traditions,” she 
said.

The Rev. Dr. Yaroslav Nalysnyk, pastor of 
Christ the King Ukrainian Catholic Church, 
added, “This piano and tonight’s perfor-
mance speak volumes about the vitality of 
the cultural and intellectual life of the 
greater Boston Ukrainian American com-
munity and sets a standard for us to strive 
after and maintain.” 

The first piece featured Mrs. Kryvanych 
on the piano; sopranos Olha Lisovska, exec-
utive director of the Commonwealth Lyric 
Theater, and Oksana Paduchak; and a chil-

dren’s choir singing the traditional 
Ukrainian carol “Good Evening to You, Sir” 
(Dobriy Vechir Tobi, Pane Hospodariu). 
They were followed by 7-year-old Adrian 
Martsinkiv, who recited traditional New 
Year’s wishes (vinshuvannia). Twelve-year-
old Sofiia Syneiko took over the piano next 
with a rendition of Mykola Leontovych’s 
“Shchedryk.” 

Mrs. Kryvanych, piano, Sophia Therrien, 
violin, and Nathan Therrien, bass, played 
Bach’s Minuet in G, Musette, and 
Schumann’s “The Happy Farmer.”

Ms. Paduchak then performed the aria 
“Lascia ch’io pianga” from Handel’s opera 
“Rinaldo” accompanied by Mrs. Kryvanych 
on piano, and Mariia Gorkun on violin. 
Bach’s “Well-Tempered Clavier,” Prelude No. 
1 in C-major and Prysovskyj’s “Ukrainian 
Dumka” No. 1, Opus 81 were played on 
piano by Mr. Vintoniv. Ihor Kowal, the par-
ish choir director, and Mr. Vintoniv, on 
piano, then performed a duet of Lysenko’s 
“Romance and Elegy.”

The concert continued with more per-
formances by Ms. Gorkun, Mrs. Kryvanych, 
Ms. Lisovska, Mr. Vintoniv and Ms. 
Paduchak.

At the conclusion of he concert, after 
Mrs. Kryvanych played a Christmas medley 
for piano solo arranged by Judi Shin, she 
was joined by violinists Ms. Gorkun and Ms. 
Therrien, bassist Mr. Therrien, and sopra-
nos Ms. Lisovska, and Ms. Paduschak for 
the uplifting carol “Joy to the World.”

Sophia Therrien (on the left), violin, and 
Nathan Therrien, bass.

Violinist Mariia Gorkun.

(Continued from page 16)

Special concert...
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February 6 Lecture by Dominique Arel, “The War in the Donbas: 
Cambridge, MA Origins, Naming, Implications,” Harvard University, 
 www.huri.harvard.edu or 617-495-4053

February 9 Hearing, “The United States, the Russian 
Washington Federation and the Challenges Ahead,” Senate Foreign
 Relations Committee, 202-224-4651

February 10 Film screening, “Music of Survival: The Story of the 
New York Ukrainian Bandurist Chorus,” Ukrainian Institute of
 America, www.musicofsurvival.com or
 www.ukrainianinstitute.org

February 10 Policy workshop, “EU Partnership with Ukraine, 
Ottawa Moldova and Georgia: Prospects for Reform and
 Implementation of the EU Association and Free Trade
 Agreements,” Carleton University,  
 ces@carleton,ca or 613-520-2600 ext. 1087

February 10 Art exhibit by Volodymyr Voroniuk, Ukrainian National
Through March 5 Museum, 312-421-8090 or
Chicago www.ukrainiannationalmuseum.org

February 11 Presentation of debutantes, “Chervona Kalyna,” Plast 
Pearl River, NY Ukrainian Scouting Organization, Hilton Pearl River 
 Hotel, www.kalynadeb.org or 845-735-9000

February 11 Concert with Julian Kytasty, “Foreign Land: Hryhory 
New York Kytasty, His Music and His Time,” marking the 100th 
 anniversary of the birth of Hryhory Kytasty, The Ukrainian
 Museum, 212-228-0110 or www.ukrainianmuseum.org

February 11 Presentation by Nazar Kozak, “Images and Power: 
New York Nobility Portraits in Artwork of Kyivan Rus’ in XI 
 Century,” Shevchenko Scientific Society, 212-254-5130

February 11 Family Perogy Night, Knights of Columbus St. Vladimir 
Ottawa the Great Council and the Ukrainian Catholic Women’s 
 League of Ottawa, St. John the Baptist Ukrainian 
 Catholic Shrine hall, 613-731-4453 (advance only)

February 12 Film screening, “Music of Survival: The Story of the 
Philadelphia Ukrainian Bandurist Chorus,” Ukrainian Education and Cultural
 Center, www.musicofsurvival.com or www.ueccphila.org 

February 12 Slow Roasted Pork Pre-Lenten Dinner, St. Vladimir 
Scranton, PA Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church, 570-346-2414

February 12 Moleben prayer service with Icon of Blessed Bishop-Martyr
Hillside, NJ Mykola Charnetsky, Immaculate Conception Ukrainian
 Catholic Church, www.byzcath.org/immaculateconception

February 12 Book presentation by Johanan Petrovsky-Shtern, “Jews
Chicago and Ukrainians, A Millennium of Co-Existence,” Ukrainian
 Institute of Modern Art, info@uima-chicago.org 

February 12 Fund-raiser, “Borsch for Orphans,” Assumption of the 
Ottawa Blessed Virgin Mary Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral, 
 ostetskevych@yahoo.com or iccrph@rmail.com

February 13 Lecture by Marlene Laruelle, “Fashisty! Russian
Cambridge, MA Nationalists and the War in Ukraine: The Semantics of
 Fascism and Conservatism in Russia,” Harvard 
 University, www.huri.harvard.edu or 617-495-4053

February 15 Conference, “Securing Ukraine’s Sovereignty: The Road 
Washington Ahead,” Center for U.S.-Ukraine Relations, American Foreign
 Policy Council, Ukrainian Congress Committee of America,
 U.S. Library of Congress,  212-228-6840 or 212-476-1221

February 16 Debate, “European Missile Defenses for NATO,”
Washington Center for Strategic and International Studies,
 202-775-3132 or www.csis.org

February 17 Winter Weekend Getaway, Soyuzivka Heritage Center,
Kerhonkson, NY www.soyuzivka.com or 845-626-5641

Entries in “Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to events 
advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome submissions 
from all our readers. Items will be published at the discretion of the editors 
and as space allows. Please send e-mail to mdubas@ukrweekly.com.
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PREVIEW OF EVENTS
Saturday, February 11

NEW YORK: The Shevchenko Scientific 
Society invites all to a lecture, “Images 
and Power: Nobility Portraits in Art  
Work of Kyivan Rus’ in the XI Century,” 
by Dr. Nazar Kozak (National Lviv 
University). Dr. Kozak is a Fulbright 
Fellow for 2016-2017 at The Ukrainian 
Museum in New York. The lecture will 
take place at the society’s building, 63 
Fourth Ave. (between Ninth and 10th 
streets) at 5 p.m. For additional informa-
tion call 212-254-5130.

Saturday, February 11

NEW YORK: Join us at The Ukrainian 
Museum at 7 p.m. for the concert 
“Foreign Land: Hryhory Kytasty, His 

Music, and His Time,” which will mark 
the 110th birthday of bandurist Hryhory 
Kytasty, a composer, performer, conduc-
tor and teacher who shaped the develop-
ment of the bandura in the 20th century 
and gave the instrument a new life in 
North America. Bandura Downtown 
artistic director Julian Kytasty will share 
some of the stories and a lot of the music, 
including rarely performed pieces 
passed down through family tradition. 
Admission (includes gallery access and 
light reception) is $15; $10 for members 
and seniors; $5 for students. Arrive early 
to view the current exhibitions. The 
Ukrainian Museum is located at 222 E. 
Sixth Street; telephone, 212-228-0110; 
website, www.ukrainianmuseum.org.

PREVIEW OF EVENTS GUIDELINES
Preview of Events is a listing of Ukrainian community events open to the public. It is a 
service provided at minimal cost ($20 per listing) by The Ukrainian Weekly to the 
Ukrainian community. 
To have an event listed in Preview of Events please send information, in English, writ-
ten in Preview format, i.e., in a brief paragraph that includes the date, place, type of 
event, sponsor, admission, full names of persons and/or organizations involved, and a 
phone number and/or e-mail address to be published for readers who may require 
additional information. Items must be no more than 100 words long. 
Preview items must be received no later than one week before the desired date of 
publication (i.e., they must be received by 9 am Monday morning). Please include pay-
ment for each time the item is to appear and indicate date(s) of issue(s) in which the 
item is to be published. Also, senders are asked to include the phone number of a per-
son who may be contacted by The Weekly during daytime hours, as well as their com-
plete mailing address. 
Information should be sent to preview@ukrweekly.com. When e-mailing, please do 
not send items as attachments – simply type the text into the body of the e-mail mes-
sage. Preview items and payments may be mailed to: Preview of Events, The Ukrainian 
Weekly, 2200 Route 10, P.O. Box 280, Parsippany, NJ 07054.

Package Rate includes: 
•  Stay with us for three nights from Friday through Monday 
•  Continental breakfast each morning 
•  Special Winter Getaway Dinner on Saturday evening 
    ($35/person with tax and gratuities included for those 
    who would like to join us just for dinner), 
    dinner on Sunday evening 
•  Seasonal welcome beverage 

Optional activities include:  
•  Saturday day pass for nearby snow tubing, ice skating, 
    and indoor water park at Pinegrove Ranch with lunch 
    ($39/person ages 7 and up, 10am-4pm, advance 
    reservations required)
•  Sunday day trip to Arrowood Farms Brewery in Accord
•  Snowshoe hikes throughout Soyuzivka 
•  Sledding (weather permitting)
•  Massage therapy available 
    (advance reservations required)

Children accompanying parents: 1st child free; 2nd child $50+tax  •  Call (845) 626-5641 to reserve your room for this special weekend. 

SATURDAY EVENING 
WINTER GETAWAY 

DINNER MENU:

• Cream of Mushroom Soup
• House Salad
• Chicken Saltimbocca 
   (breast stuffed with prosciutto,
   mozzarella and asparagus)
• Roasted Filet Mignon 
   with wild mushrooms
• Asian Shrimp and Scallops 
   over fettucini
• Mashed potatoes, wild rice
• Stuffed tomato with ratatouille
• Dessert: Tiramisu
* Vegetarian & gluten-free options 
   available upon request

Dinner included in weekend 
package. 
$35/person with tax and 
gratuities included for those 
who would like to join us for 
dinner.

Join us for a fabulous Winter Weekend Getaway
THIS  PRESIDENT’S  DAY  WEEKEND!

February 17 – 20, 2017

Íåìà òî ÿê 
íà Ñîþç³âö³!

Escape the winter chill 
with a cozy � re, seasonally 

inspired menus and fun 
activities throughout 

the weekend. 

$275+tax package rate/double occupancy  
$220+tax package rate/single occupancy  

216 Foordmore Road, Kerhonkson NY 12446 

(845) 626-5641  •  www.Soyuzivka.com


