
Published by the Ukrainian National Association Inc., a fraternal non-profit association

$2.00Vol. LXXXV No. 13         THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY       SUNDAY, MARCH 26, 2017

 InsIde:
l  Photo follow-up: Ukrainian Days in D.C. – page 5
l  Op-ed: Canada’s unwavering support for Ukraine – page 6
l  N.J. Devils host 4th annual Ukrainian Heritage Day – page 11

The Ukrainian Weekly

by Christopher Miller
RFE/RL

KYIV – Paul Manafort is under scrutiny 
again after a Ukrainian lawmaker released 
documents he says show that U.S. President 
Donald Trump’s former campaign chair-
man went to great lengths to hide $750,000 
tied to his work for former President Viktor 
Yanukovych.

The documents, made public by National 
Deputy Serhiy Leshchenko at a press confer-
ence in Kyiv on March 21, include an invoice 
that bears the name of Mr. Manafort’s 
Virginia-based consulting company, a blue 
seal and what appears to be his signature.

Initially described in a report published 
by The New York Times on March 20, the 
document seems to show that $750,000 
was laundered through an offshore account 
and disguised as payment for computers.

Mr. Leshchenko called on Ukrainian and 
U.S. law-enforcement agencies to investi-
gate the payment.

“This is money stolen from Ukrainian 
citizens and has been paid to Manafort for 
[his work] with our former corrupt presi-
dent,” Mr. Leshchenko charged in a brief 
interview with RFE/RL on March 21, 
speaking in English. “This corruption must 
be exposed.”

The authenticity of the invoice and other 
documents Mr. Leshchenko presented 
could not be confirmed.

He said he received the invoice, which 
billed a Belize-based company called 

Neocom Systems Limited $750,000 for the 
sale of 501 computers, in January from IT 
company employees who found it in a safe 
after they rented central Kyiv office space 
that had been vacated by Mr. Manafort in 
2014.

Mr. Leshchenko said he released the doc-
uments only now because it took time to 
“verify” them. He said he did so by compar-
ing Mr. Manafort’s signature on his 1996 
company registration documents with the 
signature on the invoice. 

“It is an identical signature to the one on 
this contract,” Mr. Leschenko commented.

Mr.  Manafort  has claimed Mr. 
Leshchenko tried to blackmail him via 
e-mail last summer when he came into pos-
session of a secret “black ledger” kept by Mr. 
Yanukovych’s Party of Regions showing 
entries worth $12.7 million from an alleged 
slush fund set aside for his services. Mr. 
Leshchenko denies the claim, saying that 
the threatening e-mail – which was made 
public by a murky hacker website – is a fake.

Mr. Leshchenko showed that the alleged 
$750,000 payment corresponds to one of 
22 entries in the “black ledger.”

Mr. Manafort did not respond to a text 
message from RFE/RL requesting com-
ment, but he denied Mr. Leshchenko’s latest 
allegations to The New York Times.

Mr. Leshchenko’s news conference came 
hours after a March 20 hearing by the 
Intelligence Committee in the U.S. House of 

Ukraine lawmaker calls on U.S. to investigate
new ‘evidence’ of secret payments to Manafort

(Continued on page 16)

by Mark Raczkiewycz

KYIV – When Ivan Malkovych, the 
renowned poet and book publisher, took 
the podium to accept this year’s Taras 
Shevchenko National Prize for literature, he 
passionately exalted the Ukrainian lan-
guage and voiced disapproval for how the 
award’s namesake is portrayed in society. 

The selection committee for the nation’s 
most prestigious state award in the arts 
had asked him to give a five-minute speech 
for his prize-winning poetry collection “A 
Plantain with New Poems” (Podorozhnyk z 

Novymy Virshamy).
Mr. Malkovych, 55, instead spoke twice as 

long, and very quickly at that, on March 9. 
He first lamented that school curricu-

lums still portray Mr. Shevchenko as a “serf 
and peasant poet-martyr.” 

Instead, the founder of the A-BA-BA-HA-
LA-MA-HA publishing house called the 
bard “modern and contemporary… because 
the real meanings of Shevchenko in many 
of his works sound like heavy, hard rock, 
and not syrupy pop music.”

Shevchenko Prize laureate Malkovych offers
eloquent defense of the Ukrainian language

(Continued on page 17)

Poet and publisher Ivan Malkovych receives the Taras Shevchenko National Prize for his con-
tribution to promoting Ukrainian literature from President Petro Poroshenko on March 9. 

Presidential Administration of Ukraine

FOR THE RECORD: Third anniversary of Russia’s occupation of Crimea
Canada condemns Russia’s violation 

of Ukraine’s territorial integrity
Canada’s Minister of Foreign Affairs Chrystia Freeland 

issued the following statement, “Third Anniversary of Illegal 
Annexation of Crimea,” on March 16.

Today we mark three years since Russia’s illegal annexa-
tion and invasion of Crimea. We condemn unreservedly this 
violation of Ukraine’s sovereignty and territorial integrity. 

Since the occupation of Crimea, there has been a severe 
suppression of human rights, including freedom of expres-
sion and association. 

Canada is deeply troubled by the politically motivated 
application of “anti-terrorist” and “anti-extremist” legisla-
tion; ongoing harassment of human rights activists, jour-
nalists and lawyers; arbitrary detentions; disappearances; 
and the persecution of Crimean Tatars and other minori-
ties. We denounce the banning of the Mejlis, the self-gov-
erning body of the Crimean Tatars, and have called on 
Russia to reverse this illegal and immoral decision. 

It is shameful that Russia impedes access to Crimea for 
international human rights groups, including the Human 

Rights Monitoring Mission in Ukraine. The importance of 
this access was endorsed on December 19, 2016, in a U.N. 
General Assembly resolution co-sponsored by Canada. 

Canada is steadfast in its support for the people of 
Ukraine. Together, the international community must 
maintain its pressure, including through economic sanc-
tions, until Russia respects international law and Ukraine’s 
sovereignty.

U.S. reaffirms commitment  
to sovereign, whole Ukraine

The following press statement on “Reaffirming U.S. 
Commitment to a Sovereign and Whole Ukraine on the Third 
Anniversary of Russia’s Crimean ‘Referendum’ ” was deliv-
ered by the U.S. State Department’s acting spokesperson, 
Mark C. Toner, on March 16.

Three years ago, Russia seized and occupied Crimea. 
Russia then staged an illegitimate referendum in which 
residents of Crimea were compelled to vote while heavily 
armed foreign forces occupied their land. The United States 
does not recognize Russia’s “referendum” of March 16, 

2014, nor its attempted annexation of Crimea and contin-
ued violation of international law. We once again reaffirm 
our commitment to Ukraine’s sovereignty and territorial 
integrity.

Over the past three years, Russian occupation “authori-
ties” in Crimea have engaged in a campaign to suppress 
dissent. In Russian-occupied Crimea, human rights moni-
tors have documented enforced disappearances, extrajudi-
cial killings, torture and punitive psychiatric hospitaliza-
tions. Crimean Tatars, ethnic Ukrainians, pro-Ukrainian 
activists and independent journalists have been subjected 
to politically motivated prosecution and face ongoing 
repression. Russian occupation “authorities” have silenced 
and forced the closure of nongovernmental organizations 
and independent media and have consistently denied 
international observers access to the peninsula. We call on 
Russia to cease its attempts to suppress freedom of expres-
sion, peaceful assembly, association and religion.

Crimea is a part of Ukraine. The United States again con-
demns the Russian occupation of Crimea and calls for its 
immediate end. Our Crimea-related sanctions will remain 
in place until Russia returns control of the peninsula to 
Ukraine.
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Kremlin critic fatally shot in Kyiv

KYIV – Denis Voronenkov, a former 
Russian lawmaker who defected to Ukraine 
and aired damning criticism of Russia’s 
leadership, has been gunned down in 
broad daylight in the heart of Kyiv in what 
Ukraine’s President Petro Poroshenko 
called “an act of state terrorism by Russia.” 
A city police spokesman told RFE/RL that 
the ex-Duma deputy was killed by a gun-
man as he and his bodyguard were 
approaching the five-star Premier Palace 
Hotel on March 23. An Internal Affairs 
Ministry spokesman at the scene, Artem 
Shevchenko, said the attacker fired at least 
eight shots at the 45-year-old Mr. 
Voronenkov with an “old Soviet pistol.” He 
said the incident was caught on security 
cameras. The attacker was shot in the ensu-
ing gun battle with Mr. Voronenkov’s lone 
bodyguard and apprehended by police on 
the street nearby. He later died in the hos-
pital, officials said, but there was initially no 
word on his identity. The Internal Affairs 
Ministry spokesman said the bodyguard, 
who was wounded in the exchange of gun-
fire with the assailant, was provided by 
Ukrainian authorities in the past month 
because there was “reason to fear” that Mr. 
Voronenkov’s life might be in danger. Kyiv 
police are in charge of the investigation, the 
Internal Affairs Ministry said, and it is 
being classified as an “assassination.” In an 
exclusive interview with RFE/RL last 
month, Mr. Voronenkov compared present-
day Russia to Nazi Germany, called the sei-
zure of Crimea “illegal” and said he had 
been “hounded” into exile. President 
Poroshenko said in a statement after the 
shooting that Mr. Voronenkov had been 
“forced to leave” Russia “for political rea-
sons.” He added, in a reference to Moscow’s 
interference in Ukraine since the ouster of 
pro-Moscow Ukrainian President Viktor 
Yanukovych in early 2014, “Voronenkov 
was one of the main witnesses of the 
Russian aggression against Ukraine and, in 
particular, the role of Yanukovych regarding 
the deployment of Russian troops to 
Ukraine.” (Christopher Miller of RFE/RL)

Munitions depot fire causes evacuation

KYIV – A munitions depot near the 
Ukrainian city of Kharkiv caught fire and 
was rocked by a series of explosions in a 

huge conflagration that the authorities 
have blamed on “sabotage,” prompting the 
evacuation of thousands of people living 
nearby. President Petro Poroshenko point-
ed the finger at Russia, saying it was “no 
accident” that it occurred on the day that a 
former Russian lawmaker who has criti-
cized Russia’s government was shot dead in 
Kyiv. Prime Minister Volodymyr Groysman 
said he was on his way to the depot at an 
army base in Balaklia, located near Kharkiv 
and around 100 kilometers from the front 
line in the conflict between government 
forces and Russia-backed separatists fur-
ther southeast. The depot, which stores 
138,000 tons of ammunition including 
artillery shells and missiles, is used to sup-
ply Ukrainian forces fighting against the 
separatists. Chief military prosecutor 
Anatoliy Matios wrote on Facebook that 
investigators on the scene believed the fire 
and subsequent explosions were the “result 
of sabotage.” Officials said some 20,000 res-
idents in the area were being evacuated. 
Defense Minister Stepan Poltorak said that 
one-third of the 368-hectare depot was on 
fire, adding that the situation might get 
worse if the fire reaches underground stor-
age areas, where long-range cannon shells 
are being kept. Ukraine’s Security Service 
(SBU) said that it had launched an investi-
gation on suspicion of “sabotage.” Mr. 
Poltorak also said the blasts could have 
been set off deliberately, and that the same 
depot had been set on fire by saboteurs 
using drones in 2015. He added that securi-
ty had been tightened around all military 
depots across the country. (RFE/RL, with 
reporting by RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service, 
UNIAN and Begemot.media)

IMF postpones loan to assess blockade 

KYIV – Ukraine says the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) has postponed a 
review of the disbursement of a new $1 bil-
lion loan following Kyiv’s imposition of a 
trade embargo on areas controlled by 
Russia-backed separatists in the east of the 
country. The Ukrainian Finance Ministry and 
the National Bank of Ukraine (NBU) said on 
March 19 that the IMF board had postponed 
“for a short period” the review planned for 
the following day, saying the impact of the 

(Continued on page 12)

 ANALYSIS

by Ihor Kabanenko
Eurasia Daily Monitor

In late February 2017, the commander 
of Ukraine’s naval forces, Vice-Admiral Ihor 
Voronchenko, in an interview with 
Ukrainian Channel 5, said that the country 
was considering procuring used combat 
ships from the West as a way to increase 
Ukraine’s naval capabilities. The vice admi-
ral stated Kyiv would be willing to purchase 
minesweepers and littoral-zone ships 
(Channel 5, February 27).

Employing second-hand combat ships to 
reinforce one’s naval forces is an established 
international practice. Ukraine’s neighbors 
Poland and Romania both bought used frig-
ates in the past (Poland from the United 
States, Romania from the United Kingdom) 
to strengthen their own maritime security 
and defense (Navy.pl, IHS Jane’s, March 17, 
2016). Several years ago, Ukrainian military 
authorities reportedly also considered pro-
curing used naval platforms, but these plans 
were never implemented (Radio Svoboda, 
March 26, 2009).

Prior to 2014, the Ukrainian navy was 
composed almost entirely of legacy ships 
from the Soviet Black Sea Fleet, which was 
divided between Ukraine and Russia follow-
ing the collapse of the Soviet Union. In addi-
tion, five naval vessels, whose construction 
began in Soviet times, entered the fleet after 
independence. Post-Soviet Ukraine’s ship-
yards began building one multipurpose cor-
vette (the Volodymyr Velykyi, laid down in 
2010) and two small Giurza-class armored 
gunboats (designed for river and close litto-
ral operation, laid down in 2012) to cover 
the emerging needs of the Ukrainian navy. 
But the domestic shipbuilding process has 
been slow due to a lack of political will and 
inadequate funding.

The situation regarding Ukraine’s naval 
assets worsened dramatically after Russia 
annexed Crimea in February-March 2014. 
Ukraine lost up to 70 percent of its combat 
ships and auxiliary vessels, which had been 
stationed in ports on the peninsula. The 
navy is left with only a handful of combat 
ships/boats, as well as about two dozen 
auxiliary vessels, and most of them need 
repairs (UNIAN, July 3, 2016). This fleet size 
is wholly insufficient to protect the 1,350 
kilometers of Ukrainian coastline, 30,000 
square kilometers of the country’s territori-
al waters, and 70,000 square kilometers of 
its exclusive maritime economic zone. 

The lack of Ukrainian naval capabilities 
has allowed Russia to capture several 
Ukrainian offshore oil and natural gas rigs 
(see Eurasia Daily Monitor, February 17, 
2016); Russia has towed them to the 
Odeske and Golytsynske gas fields, both 
located inside Ukraine’s exclusive maritime 
economic zone. Since 2015, Russia has 
been illegally extracting gas from Ukrainian 
fields and transporting it to facilities on 
occupied Crimea (Tsn.ua, July 26, 2016). 
Indeed, the Russian Black Sea Fleet has cre-
ated a zone of denial surrounding the cap-
tured rigs and aggressively counteracts any 
legitimate missions being carried out by 
Ukrainian ships and aircraft in this area 
(Ipress.ua, September 9, 2016), including 
by the use of weapons (Mil.gov.ua, 
February 1). This situation has clearly 
raised the urgency for Ukraine to reinforce 
its fleet of combat vessels.

Recently, the Ukrainian Ministry of 
Defense announced its decision to revitalize 
the corvette program. In 2017, the govern-

ment will allocate about €34.9 million 
($36.9 million U.S.) for corvette construction 
(Korrespondent, February 2). But this will 
not be enough to complete even the first of 
the four planned vessels, which is estimated 
to cost €250 million ($265 million) in total. 
An additional key problem for the domestic 
corvette program is the lack of an available 
weapons system to fit out this class of ship. 
“We do not have such systems, it should be 
bought [abroad],” the chief of the General 
Staff of the Armed Forces of Ukraine, Army 
General Victor Muzhenko, declared last 
January (Ukrinform, January 19).

Some smaller-level successes in ship-
building are worth pointing out. In 2015, 
Ukraine intensified the construction of two 
small armored gunboats. And by the end of 
2016, these two gunboats – the Akkerman 
and Berdiansk – were commissioned 
(Korrespondent, December 6, 2016). In 
2016, the Ukrainian defense ministry also 
signed a contract to build two Centaur-
class coastal assault landing craft, which 
are scheduled to enter service by 2019 
(Ukrainian Military Pages, May 24, 2016).

It should be noted that a debate broke 
out in 2015 between two groups of 
Ukrainian experts about what naval capa-
bilities the country actually needs. One 
group of experts proposed a “Blue and 
Littoral Waters” concept, arguing that 
Ukraine requires a classical naval force. But 
the implementation of such a concept 
would be massively expensive. Another 
group of experts proposed the so -called 
“Mosquito Fleet” concept. Aimed at resolv-
ing the urgent security problems in 
Ukraine’s littoral waters, this force struc-
ture would champion an asymmetric 
approach, and prioritize the fleet’s tasks 
based on the available resources (Lb.ua, 
September 14, 2016; Day.kyiv.ua, February 
3, 2016). The “Mosquito Fleet” concept 
envisages purchasing several dozen multi-
role, high-speed combat craft, equipped 
with modern but small-sized naval weap-
ons. The authors of this concept argue that 
groups of these small boats would be able 
to quickly deploy and monitor the situation 
over large maritime areas of the exclusive 
economic zone, as well as conduct anti-
amphibious operations, mine-sweeping 
tasks, patrols and other operations in 
Ukrainian littoral waters. These small ves-
sels would act asymmetrically to exploit 
the enemy’s vulnerabilities, if needed.

The latter naval concept ultimately 
secured support from the top brass. In late 
February, Ukrainian naval commander Igor 
Voronchenko specifically referred to the 
Mosquito Fleet concept as “the best option 
for the Ukrainian navy until 2020” (Unn.
com.ua, February 28). Nevertheless, the 
Ukrainian Navy has not abandoned its 
ambitious plans to continue building rela-
tively large multi-role corvettes (Ukrainian 
Military Pages, January 25).

Although Ukraine needs to strengthen 
its navy as quickly as possible, it is ham-
pered by funding shortages and the insuffi-
cient building capacities of domestic ship-
yards. Due to this reality, Ukraine could 
instead try to cover its existing naval capa-
bilities gap and receive significant benefits 
by cooperating more closely with its 
Western partners, including the United 
States. The costs of buying used combat 
vessels could be much lower than building 
new ships or boats domestically. Moreover, 
Ukraine currently needs to allocate more 

Ukraine’s navy: Conceptual aspects 
and cooperation with the West
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Ukraine’s Information Security Doctrine: Breakthrough or veneer of change?
by Sergey Sukhankin
Eurasia Daily Monitor

On February 25, Ukrainian President 
Petro Poroshenko approved an Information 
Security Doctrine to address this specific 
subset of the “numerous national security 
threats faced by Ukraine” (President.gov.ua, 
February 25). In describing the main 
threats to the country in the domain of 
information security, the document explic-
itly names the Russian Federation and its 
“ruinous activities” that fall within the 
scope of so-called “hybrid warfare,” which 
mixes military and non-military methods 
such as active measures, cyberattacks, pro-
paganda and the like.

The doctrine, which came into force on 
the day of its publication, delineates the 
“separation of responsibilities” between the 
National Security and Defense Council, the 
Cabinet of Ministers and the Ministry of 
Information Policy. These institutions have 
been tasked with elaborating, implementing 
and supervising concrete steps to secure 
Ukraine’s information space. Furthermore, 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Security 
Service of Ukraine, the State Special 
Communications Services, and the National 
Institute for Strategic Studies have been 
afforded additional powers and responsibil-
ities in the same domain.

Valentin Petrov, who is in charge of 
information security on the staff of the 
National Security and Defense Council of 
Ukraine, stressed the importance of adopt-
ing an information security doctrine: “with-
in the past three years, Ukraine has become 
the main testing ground for Russian offen-
sive operations and most advanced cyber 
technologies” (Defence-ua.com, February 
1). He also pointed out that Russian offen-
sive operations are subjected to constant 
evolution, which makes them much more 
sophisticated and unpredictable than used 
to be the case (Rnbo.gov.ua, February 27). 

Notably, the Russian activities against 
Ukraine that the document specifically lists 

include aiming to “inflame national and 
religious tensions,” as well as spreading 
propaganda advocating “aggressive war” or 
calling for violating the “sovereignty and 
territorial integrity of the Ukrainian state.” 
The Information Security Doctrine’s seri-
ous treatment of these issues reflects a 
maturing recognition in Kyiv of the nature 
of the danger posed by Moscow.

A similarly important information-secu-
rity initiative was voiced in February by 
Zorian Shkiriak, the adviser to the Ukrainian 
internal affairs minister. In particular, he 
urged the authorities to block the highly 
popular social networks Odnoklassniki and 
VKontakte. He argued that these websites 
are “directly controlled by the Russian spe-
cial services” and Moscow has extensively 
exploited these online communities, as 
early as 2013, to pit various parts of 
Ukrainian society against one another (112.
ua, February 16).

Ukraine’s adoption of the Information 
Security Doctrine predictably triggered 
voices of discontent originating from 
Russia. Leading Russian tabloids branded 
the document an “introduction to censor-
ship” that is “aggravating freedom of 
speech in Ukraine” (Parlementskaya 
Gazeta, February 26).

Perhaps more surprising has been the 
negative reception accorded to the docu-
ment by certain parts of Ukrainian civil 
society. Conspicuously, the “leftovers” of the 
previous political regime have expressed 
discontent with the new law by echoing 
many of the positions of the Russian side. 
Mikhail Papiyev, a parliamentarian from 
the political party Opposition Bloc, openly 
declared that the “Doctrine is not merely a 
threat to freedom of speech, …it is a direct 
road toward totalitarianism” and it “will 
become the main weapon used [by the 
authorities] against the opposition.” He also 
appealed to the fact that the doctrine has 
been opposed by Amnesty International 
(Opposition.org.ua, March 6).

But the negative reaction has not been 

limited to individuals linked to former 
President Viktor Yanukovych. Illustratively, 
the Internet Association of Ukraine sent a 
letter to President Poroshenko stating that, 
if implemented, the document would allow 
the government to block access to the 
Internet, thus putting Ukraine on the same 
level as China, Iran and Russia. The group 
also warned that the measures detailed in 
the Information Security Doctrine would 
come with an astronomical price tag 
(approximately $1 billion) and could seri-
ously increase the cost of online access for 
ordinary Ukrainians (Detector.media, 
February 28). Other notable Ukrainian 
experts and policy practitioners voiced 
similar concerns (Detector.media, February 
27).

Meanwhile, political scientist Mykola 
Spiridonov noted that the difference 
between “controlling potentially dangerous 
e-resources and Moscow-sponsored spe-
cialists” and “targeting ordinary Ukrainians” 
is extremely narrow. The expert asserted 
that “in 90 percent of cases, [applying the 
measures outlined in the Information 
Security Doctrine] will have very little to do 
with pro-Russian bloggers,… ordinary 
Ukrainians will suffer” (Detector.media, 
March 1).

On the other hand, Roman Semenukha, a 
member of Parliament (from the 
Samopomich faction), legitimized the adop-
tion of the doctrine by noting the rapid 
development of the Russian Federation’s 
offensive capabilities explicitly pointed 
against Ukraine. The most important aspect 
of the doctrine, according to the national 
deputy, has nothing to do with the wording 
but the way it will be implemented 
(Espreso.tv, March 2).

In evaluating the likely impact the doc-
trine will have on Ukrainian security and 
domestic civil rights, two questions imme-
diately come to mind: First, is the docu-
ment in fact the result of a well-calculated 
government strategy, or is it a mere 
response to recent Russian activities? In 

other words, have the creators seriously 
weighed all the costs, challenges and poten-
tial implications associated with the docu-
ment? Second, how will the authorities 
implement the ambitious goals outlined in 
the doctrine while not succumbing to the 
temptation to infringe upon such vital civil 
rights as freedom of speech and expression 
– elements that still make Ukraine different 
from many other post-Soviet states?

It bears pointing out that, in its conflicts 
with Ukraine and other European coun-
tries, Russia has in fact been eager to capi-
talize on its superiority in the domains of 
cyberattacks and information warfare, 
which was visible on numerous occasions 
in recent years (see Eurasia Daily Monitor, 
March 20, 2014; April 29, 2015; December 
7, 2016). Moreover, aside from Lithuania 
and Estonia, where Russia is trying to pit 
the ethnic-Russian minorities against the 
indigenous majorities, Ukraine has been hit 
with particular severity in terms of subver-
sive information operations (see EDM, 
January 20). 

Some more liberal members of 
Ukrainian civil society have pushed the 
government to react to these Russian 
threats by emulating the legal responses of 
European countries. Yet, recent Russian 
activities in the Baltic States have shown 
that European policies are not flawless 
either when it comes to deterring Moscow 
(see Commentaries, January 27). 

Moreover, Ukraine is in a much tougher 
situation than most other European coun-
tries since it lacks any direct security guar-
antees from the European Union, the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization or any of its 
member states. As such, its response will 
by necessity have to navigate some difficult 
trade-offs regarding security versus civil 
rights, at least for the near term.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

 NEWS ANALYSIS

ACTION ITEM: UCCA calls 
on community to support 

screening of “Bitter Harvest”
“Bitter Harvest” is a love story, set against the backdrop of the 1932-

1933 Holodomor in Ukraine. Produced by prominent Ukrainian 
Canadian Ian Ihnatowycz, the film brings the tragedy of the Famine-
Genocide to audiences around the world. 

Set between the two world wars and based on historical events, 
“Bitter Harvest” conveys the untold story of the Holodomor, the genocid-
al famine engineered by Joseph Stalin, which ultimately killed millions of 
Ukrainians. The film presents a powerful tale of love, honor, rebellion 
and survival at a time when Ukraine was forced to adjust to the horrify-
ing territorial ambitions of the burgeoning Soviet Union. With an excep-
tional cast of established and rising stars, the film epically recreates one 
of the most dramatic and dangerous episodes in the history of 20th cen-
tury Europe.

Here is a link to the film’s trailer: http://roadsideattractions.com/
filmography/bitter-harvest/.

Everyone involved with the film was intent on bringing to light the 
true story of the Holodomor – this unthinkable, unimaginable concealed 
crime against humanity. Thus, the UCCA strongly encourages our com-
munity to support the film “Bitter Harvest” and urge their local theaters 
to screen the film.

If the film was already shown at your local theater, ask for a re-
release.

If it has not yet been shown near you, ask for it to be booked at your 
local theater today.

We urge you to disseminate this Action Item widely throughout your 
email lists and community contacts. Time is of the essence, so act today.

– Ukrainian Congress Committee of America

RFE/RL

Crimean journalist Mykola Semena has gone 
on trial on separatism-related charges in the 
Russian-controlled territory, telling reporters 
minutes before the hearing that he is innocent.

The judge adjourned the trial on March 20 for 
two weeks shortly after it got under way, follow-
ing a motion by the defense to provide for a more 
open and accessible process by holding it in a 
larger courtroom. The trial is scheduled to 
resume on April 3.

Mr. Semena, an RFE/RL contributor, is being 
prosecuted for an article he wrote criticizing 
Moscow’s seizure of the Black Sea peninsula from 
Ukraine in 2014 and expressing support for a 
blockade of the territory initiated by Ukrainian 
activists.

The trial at a Russian court in the Crimean cap-
ital, Symferopol, began amid mounting interna-
tional pressure on Moscow to drop the case 
against Mr. Semena, 66. He faces up to five years 
in prison if convicted.

The charges stem from a 2015 article he wrote 
for RFE/RL’s Krym.Realii (Crimea Realities) web-
site that Moscow-installed authorities in Crimea 
allege called for the violation of Russia’s territori-
al integrity.

“We do not admit guilt,” Mr. Semena told jour-
nalists outside the court before the trial, referring 
to himself and his lawyers. “My article does not 

include calls for the violation of Russia’s territorial 
integrity,” he said. “Crimea’s status is in dispute.”

The column was part of a wide-ranging discus-
sion on the website about options for Crimea and 
was a response to an earlier column that opposed 
a blockade.

Mr. Semena is barred from leaving Crimea and 
must request permission to travel outside 
Symferopol.

RFE/RL contributor Mykola Semena goes on trial in Crimea

(Continued on page 18)

Journalist Mykola Semena talks to journalists 
before his court appearance in Symferopol on 

March 20. 

Alina Smutko/krymr.org (RFE/RL)
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As reported in last week’s issue, the Ukrainian Days advocacy event was held in 
Washington on March 8-9. During the briefing session at the Embassy of Ukraine 
(from left) are: Andrew Futey, president, Ukrainian Congress Committee of 
America; Eugene Czolij, president, Ukrainian World Congress; Ukraine’s 
Ambassador to the U.S. Valeriy Chaliy; and Michael Sawkiw Jr., director, Ukrainian 

National Information Service.

Ukrainian Days participants meet with Rep. Paul Tonko (D-N.Y.). From 
left are: Michael Sawkiw Jr., Rep. Tonko, Dr. Andrij Baran, former UNIS 
intern Brendan Lupe, Elizabeth Baran and Bishop John Bura of the 

Philadelphia Archeparchy of the Ukrainian Catholic Church.
Ukrainian Days participants and guests at the Friend of UNIS Reception in the Capitol Visitor 

Center.

Constituents meet with Sen. Robert Menendez (D-N.J.), a previous recipient of the Friend of UNIS Award. 
Students from the Philadelphia Ukrainian Studies School’s Civics Group are also seen in the photo.  

Ukrainian Days participants meet with Michael Turner, senior 
policy advisor for Rep. Adam Smith (D-Wash.), ranking mem-

ber of the House Armed Services Committee.

As part of Ukrainian Days, participants pay tribute to Ukrainian bard Taras Shevchenko. Laying flowers at the Shevchenko 
Memorial are (from left): Michael Sawkiw Jr., director, Ukrainian National Information Service; Eugene Czolij, president, 
Ukrainian World Congress; Ludmila Mazuka, wife of Ukraine’s ambassador to the U.S., and Ukrainian Ambassador Valeriy Chaly.

Sen. Chris Murphy (D-Conn.) speaks 
after receiving the UCCA Shevchenko 
Freedom Award at the Friend of UNIS 

reception.

At the reception (from left) are:  Andrew Futey, Michael Sawkiw Jr., Rep. Gerry 
Connolly (D-Va.), recipient of the Friend of UNIS Award, and Ambassador Valeriy 

Chaly.

PHOTO FOLLOW-UP: Ukrainian Days in Washington
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Three years ago, Russia occupied the Crimean peninsula, lopping off a part of 
Ukraine’s territory. Moscow sent troops into Crimea on February 28, 2014, in what 
the chair of the Verkhovna Rada and Ukraine’s acting president, Oleksandr 
Turchynov, said was “brazen and unjustified aggression, thinly veiled as ‘protecting 
Russian speakers’. ” The incursion came just a week after the corrupt President 
Viktor Yanukovych, a vassal of Russia and Vladimir Putin, fled Ukraine. It was a fla-
grant violation of international law, the U.N. Charter, the Helsinki Final Act, the 1994 
Budapest Memorandum, etc. 

The invasion was soon followed by the March 16 “referendum”– a political farce 
that was declared illegitimate by the U.S. and the West – in which, according to the 
occupying “authorities,” voter turnout out was 83 percent and some 97 percent 
voted for Crimea joining the Russian Federation. The voting was certainly held 
under duress, and there were questions about who exactly voted. Crimean Tatars, 
Ukrainians and others who wanted to remain part of Ukraine boycotted the phoney 
vote. At the same time, “political tourists” in Crimea were permitted to vote.

Now, three years later, Crimea remains under Russian control, and violations of 
international law and human rights have only increased. Speaking at the OSCE 
Permanent Council, U.S. Chargé d’Affaires Kate M. Byrnes said: “…Russia continues to 
silence civil society and independent media. Members of minorities, especially 
Crimean Tatars and ethnic Ukrainians, and those who oppose the occupation, con-
tinue to face harassment and political prosecution. The U.N. Human Rights 
Monitoring Mission’s latest report states that occupation authorities ‘extract confes-
sions through torture and ill-treatment’ and employ punitive psychiatric treatment 
against members of these groups…”

The EU’s High Representative for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy Federica 
Mogherini stated: “The European Union reiterates that it does not recognize and 
continues to condemn this violation of international law. It remains a direct chal-
lenge to international security, with grave implications for the international legal 
order that protects the unity and sovereignty of all states.” She also cited the ongoing 
militarization of the peninsula, which impacts the security situation in the Black Sea 
region, and the further deterioration of the human rights situation in Crimea.

Indeed, Amnesty International issued a statement noting that “…the human rights 
situation in Crimea is worsening fast.” Citing “the absence of any effective interna-
tional monitoring mechanism with access to the peninsula, which has emboldened 
the Russian and the de facto authorities in Crimea to persevere in their relentless 
campaign against all vestiges of dissent,” the organization stressed: “Ensuring effec-
tive international human rights monitoring in Crimea, including agreeing on the 
practicalities for a relevant mechanism’s unobstructed access to Crimea, should be a 
priority for the international community.”

Both the United States and Canada issued statements on the third anniversary of 
the illegal annexation of Crimea, condemning Russia’s invasion and its continuing 
violations of Ukraine’s territorial integrity. Canada expressed its “steadfast …support 
for the people of Ukraine” and said “the international community must maintain its 
pressure, including through economic sanctions, until Russia respects international 
law and Ukraine’s sovereignty.” The U.S. called for an “immediate end” to the occupa-
tion of Crimea, underscoring that “sanctions will remain in place until Russia returns 
control of Crimea to Ukraine.”

The unfortunate truth is that Russia’s goals today remain the same as those in 
2014, when Mr. Turchynov said they were: “to weaken and dismember Ukraine, to 
create another zone of instability in Europe and to arrest the process of European 
integration.” And Sen. John Mc Cain’s warning back in 2014 that U.S. policy toward 
Russia, by both Republican and Democratic administrations, was based more on 
“wishful thinking” than “reality” must be heeded as a warning that remains relevant 
today as Russia continues its war against Ukraine – both in Crimea and in the Donbas.

The Ukrainian Weekly

Sixty-six years ago, on April 2, 1951, The Ukrainian Weekly 
wrote about Russian imperialist propaganda and American 
Russian advisors.

The article cited four varieties of propaganda based on anti-
Communist Russian imperialism – the extreme right monar-
chists, Russian Social-Democrats, Mensheviks and Russian 

nationalists. In the first few months of 1951, through the American press, radio and other 
media, as well as university chairs and scholarly publications, there was an observed 
increase in the message of Russian imperialism, The Weekly noted.

“In this vociferous clamor to preserve ‘Holy Mother Russia,’ we see almost every 
Russian political group and party, such as the extreme rightist Monarchists, who dream of 
the return of Czardom, and the moderate Russian Social Democrats who, while champion-
ing self-determination of the Asiatic peoples, are against the self-determination of the 
non-Russian peoples, enslaved by Moscow. […] Russian Nationalists… planned to erect a 
Russian nationalist empire modeled upon that of Hitler’s Nazi Germany. Today, they too 
have donned the democratic garb and are making much clamor in the United States with 
the assistance of those upright but naïve Americans who do not always discriminate with 
respect to those they support.”

Russia, the article continued, could not be watched from the sidelines in the hope that 
the Stalin regime would change on its own from within. “Nothing could be more danger-
ous than the cultivation of this wishful thinking with respect to Soviet Russia,” the article 
underscored. “Unfortunately, they [the people of the Soviet Union] must be first liberated, 
fed and restored to normalcy before they can become a decisive factor in the struggle 
against communism.”

April
2

1951

Turning the pages back...

by Chrystia Freeland  
and Harjit Sajjan

We recently announced that the govern-
ment of Canada’s military training mission 
in Ukraine, Operation UNIFIER, will contin-
ue for another two years. By renewing this 
mission, we not only continue to build 
upon the strong economic, social, military 
and cultural ties between Canada and 
Ukraine, but we publicly send a message of 
deterrence to Russia. Canada is proud to 
continue to be at the forefront of the inter-
national community’s support to the peo-
ple of Ukraine as they strive for security, 
sovereignty and stability.

Over the past year, Canadian Armed 
Forces members deployed on Op UNIFIER 
have focused on transferring professional 
soldier skills to members of the Ukrainian 
Armed Forces. Over 3,200 Ukrainian sol-
diers have received training in combat sup-
port, weapons and marksmanship, explo-
sive threat recognition, military policing and 
combat first aid. We are pleased that these 
training efforts will continue. Earlier this 
year, our government announced the 
appointment of Jill Sinclair to Ukraine’s 
Defense Reform Advisory Board. Ms. Sinclair 
is a distinguished public servant with expe-
rience in foreign affairs and defense, and she 
is making a valuable contribution to the 
Ukrainian defense reform process.

Canada stood shoulder-to-shoulder with 
Ukraine during the Maidan revolution and 
subsequent Russian military annexation of 
Ukrainian territory. We stand with Ukraine 
now and into the future. Since 2014, 
Canada has participated alongside our 
NATO allies in efforts to maintain security 
and stability in Central and Eastern Europe. 

We send a strong message of deterrence to 
Russia by continuing our military training 
in Ukraine, through our air policing in 
Romania, our frigate in the Black Sea, and 
our recently announced Canadian-led 
NATO battlegroup in Latvia. 

Canada’s long-standing and resolute 
commitment to the people of Ukraine was 
highlighted during Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau’s visit last year, when our two 
countries signed a landmark free-trade 
agreement. We look forward to meeting 
with Minister Stepan Poltorak to sign the 
Defense Cooperation Agreement between 
our two nations. 

Military assistance is part of Canada’s 
whole of government support for Ukraine, 
which includes development and humani-
tarian assistance, bilateral trade, and mili-
tary and defense cooperation. Operation 
UNIFIER represents a critical piece of our 
multi-faceted assistance to Ukraine, as the 
Canadian Armed Forces help to build, 
develop and modernize Ukrainian Armed 
Forces’ capacities. Additionally, the partner-
ship between our militaries has further 
strengthened the wonderful relationship 
our two nations share. We are thankful for 
the warm welcome Canadians receive 
whenever they visit Ukraine, and want to 
thank the people of Ukraine for the kind-
ness and hospitality they continue to show 
to our soldiers. 

Canada and Ukraine share a unique 
bond. Canada is determined to support the 
people of Ukraine as they build a more 
secure, stable and prosperous country.

Chrystia Freeland is Canada’s minister of 
foreign affairs, and Harjit S. Sajjan is 
Canada’s minister of national defense.

Canada’s unwavering support for Ukraine

(Continued on page 12)

Russia’s illegal annexation of Crimea

 COMMENTARY

The statement below, on the “Third 
Anniversary of Russia’s Illegal, Illegitimate 
Crimea ‘Referendum,’ ” was released by the 
Ukrainian Canadian Congress on March 16.

Three years ago, on March 16, 2014, fol-
lowing the Russian invasion of Ukraine and 
occupation of Crimea, Russian “authorities” 
staged an illegal and illegitimate “referen-
dum.”

In violation of international law and 
numerous treaties to which Russia is a sig-
natory, the “referendum” was held under 
the barrels of Russian guns and in the pres-
ence of the Russian armed forces. Two days 
later, the Russian Federation attempted to 
annex Crimea.

Canada, the United States, the European 
Union and the international community do 
not recognize the results of this sham “refer-

endum.” Crimea is an integral part of Ukraine.
In the last three years, Russian occupa-

tion “authorities” in the Crimea have insti-
tuted a regime of terror against anyone 
who dares oppose Russia’s illegal occupa-
tion. Crimean Tatars, ethnic Ukrainians, 
journalists, civic leaders and activists have 
been particularly targeted by the Russian 
occupation “authorities” and are subject to 
political repression, persecution and sys-
tematic human rights violations.

“As Russia’s illegal occupation of Crimea 
enters its fourth year, we reaffirm our com-
mitment to ensuring the return of Ukrainian 
authority to Crimea,” stated UCC National 
President Paul Grod. “We stand together 
with the people of Ukraine as they bravely 
defend their country against brutal Russian 
aggression. And we pray that peace soon 
return to Ukraine.”

FOR THE RECORD: UCC statement
on 2014 Crimean “referendum”

resources toward the development of mod-
ern naval weapons systems and the renew-
al of the Ukrainian shipbuilding sector. 

Procuring such used platforms from 
abroad could be an important step in 
achieving interoperability with the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization. Greater 
interoperability with NATO forces is one of 
the key objectives found listed in the 

Strategic Defense Bulletin of Ukraine, 
which was approved last year by President 
Petro Poroshenko (President.gov.ua, June 6, 
2016). Kyiv will, of course, need sufficient 
political will to successfully rebuild its navy. 
But if it does, the new Ukrainian fleet will 
have a major impact on the balance of 
power and stability in the Black Sea region.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 2)

Ukraine’s navy...



7THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY      SUNDAY, MARCH 26, 2017No. 13

Here’s a way to make money. You need a 
fine cause, good friends and a determina-
tion to make it happen.

This is how it happened in Longboat 
Key, Fla.

Olha Onyshko, M.FA. in film and video 
from American University and a D.C. area-
resident, was in Florida screening her doc-
umentary film “Women of Maidan” at the 
Fort Myers Documentary Film Festival 
about 100 miles away. She welcomed the 
idea of journeying to meet the women who 
had recently seen it at the local event hon-
oring Ukraine’s heroines.

What about money? Did she need any to 
finance her film? Did she ever! The lunch/
fund-raiser idea turned into action. 
Romana Rainey, my down-the-street neigh-
bor on the Key, supported the idea instant-
ly and decided to bake her mother’s torte. 
Anisa Mycak offered her condo with a view 
of the Gulf of Mexico. I would prepare the 
ham and salads.

What were we hoping to achieve? We 
set ourselves three objectives.

The first reason for the event was to 
allow members of our community to meet 
Ms. Onyshko. “Women of Maidan” had been 
well received at our local event, but she had 
not been present to take questions. 

Ms. Onyshko is a one-person film compa-
ny. She writes, shoots, edits, produces, cuts 
CDs, distributes, and appears at documenta-
ry film festivals – there are some 50 in the 
U.S. alone. Time permitting, she hustles to 
other exhibitions in the U.S. and in Ukraine.

She’s out of breath arranging the U.S. 
Congress showing on March 28. And there 
will be screenings after that in Toronto.

Therefore, the second objective was to 
brainstorm: how to help her disseminate 
the film. Equally important who, where and 
when might assist in getting the film to 
appropriate audiences of the general public. 

The film’s message is very poignant. 
Young students, primarily girls, went to the 
Maidan to protest the Russia-controlled 
regime of President Viktor Yanukovych in 
the winter of 2013. When some were beat-
en by the police, their bloodied faces 
brought mothers and grandmothers onto 
Independence Square – the Maidan – in 
support. The men followed, and the cry 
became “Don’t beat up our children.”

The rest, as they say, is history. The 
Maidan grew into a tsunami that blew Mr. 
Yanukovych out of office and then moved 
patriots to fight Russia’s terrorists in east-
ern Ukraine. It became the force that led to 
a freely elected government, wrestled the 
military and security apparatus from 
Vladimir Putin’s clutches, brought global 
sanctions on Russia for invading a sover-
eign country, and exposed Russia as a dan-
gerous aggressor interested in world chaos 
and domination.

The film promotes the message, but Ms. 
Onyshko can only do so much with limited 
financial resources. A near 30 percent 
interest rate on a credit card is a high price 
to pay for creating a pro-Ukraine film so 
badly needed to support its heroic efforts 
against Russia. Thus, the third objective 
was to raise some money. 

Ms. Onyshko was showing the film at the 
Fort Myers Documentary Film Festival that 
Friday. Was there time to organize the 
lunch/fund-raiser in one week? But the 
bigger question soon became: What are we 
waiting for? 

Whom did we invite? The earlier local 
showing had been organized by Vira 
Bodnaruk, a member of the Ukrainian 
National Women’s League of America 
(UNWLA). This was a most welcome devel-
opment, since a few years earlier the orga-
nization had declined to show Ms. 
Onyshko’s other brilliant film, “Three 
Stories of Galicia.” I contacted her and Anna 
Marie Susla, the UNWLA’s local president. 
Her advice on logistics was most helpful, 
even though she was sorry that most of the 
executive members were engaged that day 
in planning the forthcoming UNWLA con-
gress and would not be attending.

We pressed on. Three days before the 
luncheon/fund-raiser we had a 50-50 
chance of meeting our target of 15 attend-
ees: Some 20 arrived for the event. 

The brainstorming on how to help Ms. 
Onyshko disseminate the film brought out 
many good ideas: Show the film in high-
school history classes, universities (Johns 
Hopkins and Columbia would be contact-
ed), women’s groups, human rights organi-
zations, churches and more. Some agreed 
to assist in the showing at the U.S. 
Congressional Auditorium on March 28 at 
6:30 p.m.

How to make $2,500 in three hours

From a Canadian Angle
by Oksana Bashuk Hepburn

Oksana Bashuk Hepburn may be con-
tacted at oksanabh@sympatico.ca.

Co-organizers of the March 13 benefit lunch in Longboat Key, Fla., for Olha 
Onyshko’s “Women of Maidan” film project. From left are: Oksana Bashuk Hepburn, 

Ken Hepburn, Ms. Onyshko, Anisa Mycak, George Mycak and Roma Rainey. 

(Continued on page 9)

Lesia and I recently experienced a won-
drous weekend beginning with a gala ban-
quet celebrating the 80th anniversary of St. 
Nicholas Cathedral School in Chicago and 
concluding with a viewing of “Bitter 
Harvest” the next afternoon. 

Some 450 people, mostly graduates, 
attended the joy-filled banquet. We had the 
pleasure of being seated with Sisters of St. 
Basil: Sisters Irene, Girard, Jo Ann, Dorothy 
Ann and Maria. When St. Nicholas School 
was first established in 1936, nuns com-
prised the only staff. According to the jubi-
lee book that we all received, some 73 nuns, 
now mostly deceased, had taught at St. 
Nicholas at one time or another. Currently, 
most of the teachers are laypeople. 

Catholic religious orders throughout 
America today are hurting, thanks in part 
to the legacy of Vatican II. According to a 
recent Pew Research Center study, the 
number of religious in the United States fell 
from 179,954 in 1965 to 49,883 in 2014. 
Committing to a lifetime of poverty, chasti-
ty and obedience in a religious community 
has never been easy in an increasingly sec-
ular society. Today it is harder than ever.

There were three speakers at the cele-
bration: Father Myron Panchuk, who berat-
ed the lack of support for St. Nicholas by 
Fourth Wave immigrants who prefer to 
send their children to a local public school; 
Natalie Martinez of NBC, who joyfully remi-
nisced about her Catholic school years; and 
Dr. Boris D. Lushniak, a who also fondly 
recalled his time at St. Nicholas. A retired 
rear admiral, Dr. Lushniak spent a year as 
acting U.S. surgeon general; he now serves 
as dean of the University of Maryland 
College Park School of Public Health. In his 
remarks Dr. Lushniak, a lifetime member of 
Plast Ukrainian Scouting Organization, 
shared his belief that during the Trump 
years, parents could eventually receive tax 
credits for sending their children to private 
schools. Nice thought.

Entertainment was provided by the pre-
mier Hromovytsia Ukrainian Dance 
Ensemble of Chicago and the choir of 
Chicago’s Ukrainian American Youth 
Association. Performers did not disappoint, 
and were greeted with prolonged applause 
at the conclusion. 

An extraordinary debt of gratitude is 
owed to the organizers of the gala, espe-
cially to Julie Kashuba, chairperson. (One 
more thing. I’ve never been a fan of ban-
quet chicken, but the serving that night was 
superb. Hats off to the chefs at Hyatt 
Regency O’Hare.)

The following day we attended a show-
ing of “Bitter Harvest.” Dr. Donna 
Dobrowolsky had taken the initiative to 
purchase a bloc of tickets for our parish in 
advance so Lesia and I had tickets in hand 
as we entered the theater. Having read 
some of the early, disparaging reviews of 
the film (“gooey Canadian-produced soap 
opera,” “cloying attempt to stir nationalistic 
and diasporic pride,” “A clunky lesson in 
Ukrainian history,” etc.), I was apprehen-
sive. The film was a pleasant surprise. All of 
the main points about the Holodomor were 
presented brilliantly: the murder of a priest 
and the desecration of his church by a 
Russian commissar; a woman running next 
to a moving train holding her baby up to 
the window begging passengers to take it; 
the suicide of a disillusioned early believer 

in the total independence of Soviet 
Ukraine; fierce Ukrainian resistance by a 
group of patriots who died bravely; the 
transformation of all artistic endeavors to 
the service of the state; determined disre-
spect of the Ukrainian identity by Russians 
in Ukraine; emaciated dead being dumped 
into a ravine; and, of course, the brutal con-
fiscation of all food products by the state. 
“The land belongs to the state,” a Russian 
commissar reminds a group of starving, 
thunder-struck farmers. 

Joseph Stalin, realistically played by 
Gary Oliver, demanding that Ukrainian 
freedom be totally crushed and that 
Ukrainian villagers be forbidden to leave 
for the cities in search of food, was an espe-
cially gruesome reminder of the architect 
of this horrendous, little-known, still 
denied crime against humanity. A tragic 
love story between Yuri (Max Irons) and 
Natalka (Samantha Barks) is woven into 
the death-producing scenes. Directed by 
George Mendeluk and financed by Ian 
Ihnatowycz, a Ukrainian Canadian who 
invested $20 million in the film’s produc-
tion, the film proved once again that our 
diaspora is alive and well. 

Some older Ukrainians left the theater in 
tears, telling me later that they found the 
film difficult to watch because of the mem-
ories that came flooding back. 

Reviews remain mixed. “Movie Reviews 
for Christians” described “Bitter Harvest” 
as a “must-see, dramatic, powerful story 
about the horrible devastation of Ukraine 
by Soviet communist atheists known as 
Holodomor… well-plotted with terrific act-
ing.” A more recent review, however, resur-
rects the old Soviet cock-and-bull story that 
the entire endeavor is a Ukrainian fascist 
lie about an event that never happened.

It was good to see Andrew Gregorovich 
and Valentina Kuryliw, old friends, men-
tioned in the credits at the conclusion of 
the film.

Ukrainian Canadians have really out-
done themselves in helping to bring “Bitter 
Harvest” to fruition. They also have pro-
duced such teaching guides as “Holodomor 
in Ukraine, 1932-1933: Teaching Materials 
for Teachers and Students,” by Valentina 
Kuryliw (2017), “Teacher Package on the 
Holodomor: Ukrainian Famine Education,” 
prepared by under the auspices of the 
League of Ukrainian Canadians (2006), and 
numerous English-language publications, as 
well as the Holodomor Mobile Classroom.

Ukrainian Americans have done their 
part as well, beginning with the U.S. 
Commission on the Ukraine Famine that 
published its findings in 1988, a number of 
university-led Holodomor workshops 
(Northern Illinois University, University of 
Chicago); the institution of mandatory 
Holodomor education programs in Illinois 
public schools; curriculum guides (Myron 
Kuropas, Motria Melnyk, Vera Bej, et al) 
and English-language publications. 

Our wondrous weekend proved to be a 
tribute to Ukrainian diasporans in North 
America who have labored so assiduously 
in the vineyards of Catholic education and 
Holodomor awareness. In the words of the 
old Negro spiritual, “We will overcome 
some day!” 

Myron Kuropas’s e-mail address is  
kuropas@comcast.net.

A wondrous weekend!
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Mariana Sadovska joins production of “Adapt!” in Philadelphia
by Mary Kalyna

PHILADELPHIA – Mariana Sadovska, 
Ukrainian composer, singer and actor, has 
returned to the U.S. as musical director and 
composer for “Adapt!” – a new play about a 
refugee’s journey being presented at the 
award-winning Wilma Theater in 
Philadelphia. 

“Adapt!” tells the story of 22-year-old 
L e n k a  w h o  f l e e s  a u t h o r i t a r i a n 
Czechoslovakia in the 1970s. Written by 
Wilma Theater director Blanka Zizka based 
on her own life, “Adapt!” will resonate with 
many in the Ukrainian diaspora who are 
refugees themselves or the children and 
grandchildren of refugees. 

Ms. Sadovska, originally from Lviv and 
now living in Cologne, Germany, was invited 
by Ms. Zizka to collaborate on the play after 
she saw Ms. Sadovska last year in 
Philadelphia, at a performance that was 
almost cancelled by a snowstorm. “I just 
loved the concert so much, “Ms. Zizka said. 
“There is something so beautifully authen-
tic about her singing.” 

The feeling was mutual for Ms. Sadovska. 
“The moment I read the script, I felt a very 
strong connection to her work. This was a 
group working at a deep level to present 
authentic theater. The play touched me as a 
Ukrainian very personally and directly.” 

Ms. Sadovska believes that “Adapt!” 
reveals the parallel destinies and tragic 
experiences shared by all post-Soviet coun-
tries. “There are many similarities between 
the history of Ukraine, especially in the 
Soviet period, and the history of the Czech 
Republic,” she says. “It is not only in Ukraine 
that we lived through the invasion, it also 
happened in the Czech Republic, it also hap-
pened in Poland, and in other countries.”

“History was not kind to Central 
Europeans or Ukrainians,” Ms. Zizka says. 
“That is very much part of the play.” 

In 1976, Ms. Zizka fled the repressive 
environment of Czechoslovakia, where she 
had no chance to study or work in the field 
she loved – theater. She sought asylum first 
in Germany, living in three different refugee 
camps, which were subsequently closed 
because of unsanitary conditions. She was 
22 years old, newly pregnant and alone, 

separated from her partner by the bureau-
cratic asylum process. She described the 
experience as “traumatic.” 

She recalls a conversation on a bus with 
an old German man who, after learning she 
was from Czechoslovakia, said, “You should 
have all been gassed.” The memory became 
a line of dialogue in her play. “That stayed 
with me,” she said. “I didn’t want to live 
there.” She and her partner eventually 
reunited and applied to relocate in the 
United States.

While the play is set in the 1970s and 
1980s, its themes address issues that con-
tinue to rage today, both in the U.S. and in 
Ukraine. “Blanka is speaking about the past, 
but many situations have not changed,” said 
Ms. Sadovska. “We still struggle with the 
same enemy, the same empire, that is trying 
to imprison other countries,” she added, 
referring to Russia.

Ms. Sadovska is a well-known performer 
of traditional Ukrainian folk music, using 
her unique interpretation of songs she 
recorded and learned from women in vil-

lages in different parts of Ukraine. Of her 
compositions for “Adapt!” she says, “In my 
music there are a lot of Ukrainian motifs.” 
Ms. Sadovska was recently on an expedition 
in the Donetsk region, in the city of 
Mariupol. “I am full of songs which I learned 
from these women, so they too will be in 
the show.”

Ms. Sadovska has traveled many times to 
eastern Ukraine since the war began in 
2014, giving free concerts, working with 
children, fundraising and collaborating with 
artists, including writer Serhiy Zhadan, ban-
durist Julian Kytasty and Ms. Sadovska’s 
mother, the painter and sculptor Kateryna 
Nemyra. She says that having direct contact 
with people breaks down the stereotypes 
she and other “westerners” in Ukraine have 
of the east as a Russified post-Soviet waste-
land, disconnected from its Ukrainian roots. 
“But then you go there and discover all 
these people who are speaking Ukrainian 
and who still sing Ukrainian songs in such a 
beautiful way.” 

These voices will echo in the music Ms. 

Sadovska has written for “Old Woman,” a 
mythic character who is a survivor from an 
extinct Slavic tribe whose language and cul-
ture have been forgotten. “When I hear the 
words ‘Our language is forgotten,’ of course I 
am thinking about Ukrainian because we 
are on the way,” said Ms. Sadovska. “And I am 
also thinking of other languages and cul-
tures that are disappearing, because of poli-
tics and how we live and forget to take care.” 

She believes that a theatrical work like 
“Adapt!” can awaken us. “It is very intense 
for me to create music for this character. It 
is lamentation, she is warning us and 
mourning for our future. She asks: How can 
we forget about our home? How can we not 
take care of our home, including the trees 
around us, the fields, nature?” 

“Adapt!” considers the questions of those 
leaving their homeland – first of all, wheth-
er to stay or to leave. What is gained, and 
what is lost? How are we and our cultures 
compromised as we “adapt” to a new reali-
ty? What about the country and people we 
leave behind? And what is “freedom” – for a 
country, for an individual, for an artist? Can 
freedom conceal a different kind of prison?

Ms. Zizka began writing “Adapt!” in 2011, 
long before the debate on refugees and 
travel bans was front-page news. And while 
the focus is a young girl’s personal experi-
ence, immigration politics inevitably made 
it into the play. “I did not think that ‘Adapt!’ 
would be so timely, politically,” Ms. Zizka 
says, “but I was a refugee. Lenka is a refu-
gee, so this play is even more personal and 
more relevant than when I first started 
writing.”

Ms. Sadovska said she hopes Ukrainian 
audiences will take part in this theatrical 
journey so close to our own history, and in 
the post-show discussions that are sched-
uled for several performances. “Especially 
these days we need to keep in mind that 
this is not only a problem of Ukraine, or 
Georgia, or Syria, or America. It’s really one 
huge global problem, and we need to have a 
clear position, otherwise it will kill us one 
by one.”

“Adapt!” opens on March 29 and runs 
through April 22. More information and 
tickets are available at www.wilmatheater.
org.

Mariana Sadovska is the musical director and composer for the Wilma Theater’s new 
production “Adapt!” in Philadelphia.

Meyer Originals

“Women of Maidan”: when women’s unity overcame a regime backed by Kremlin
WASHINGTON – Women’s Month in 

Washington is being celebrated with dis-
cussions on the role of women in the 
Revolution of Dignity in Ukraine, and the 
“Women of Maidan” documentary will be 
screened at the U.S. Capitol.

The film is about Ukrainian women’s 
role in an iconic quest for freedom and jus-

tice during the 2013-2014 Revolution of 
Dignity. Women’s resilience and spontane-
ous organization to sustain the 24/7 pro-
tests led to a historic victory of ordinary 
people over a ruthless authoritarian and 
corrupt regime supported by the Kremlin. 
Directed by Olha Onyshko, this tale of a 
country on the edge shows the real intensi-
ty of the Maidan and what women and men 
can do when unified. 

On March 28, at 6:30-9 p.m., Rep. Marcy 
Kaptur (D-Ohio) is sponsoring a special 
event on the role of women in the 
Revolution of Dignity and its impact on the 
current situation in Ukraine and the world. 

The event takes place at the U.S. Capitol 
Visitor Center Congressional Auditorium 
and Atrium, located on First Street NE.

Opening remarks will be given by Rep. 
Kaptur and Ms. Onyshko. The 66-minute 
documentary “Women of Maidan” will be 
shown at 7:15 p.m.

At 8:20 p.m. there will be a discussion on 
women’s leadership, unity, courage and 
sacrifice during the 2013-2014 Ukrainian 
Revolution of Dignity featuring: Ms. 
Onyshko; Viktoria Voronovych, Hero of 
Maidan, head of the International Alliance 
for Fraternal Assistance; Anna Kovalenko, 

Filmmaker Olha Onyshko, director of 
“Women of Maidan.”

Olia Onyshko/Facebook

As regards funds, $2,500 was raised in 
less than three hours. The guests recog-
nized the great need for more quality 
products to balance Russia’s overwhelm-
ing anti-Ukrainian – indeed anti-democrat-
ic – propaganda. It was their way of ensur-
ing that the film would find more audienc-
es and of supporting work on the next film. 

Ms. Onyshko was touched by the gener-
osity of those attending. “The women 

made Maidan happen. By supporting 
‘Women in Maidan’ you’re telling their 
story,” she said. 

And here’s the best news: “Women of 
Maidan” won first prize at the Fort Myers 
Film Festival. 

To arrange a screening of this film, call 
202-257-7356 or e-mail oliafilm@gmail.
com. To view trailers, make donations or 
obtain tax receipts visit www.womenof-
maidan.com. According to Ms. Onyshko, 
donations are going towards covering the 
outstanding post-production costs, partici-
pation in festivals and film promotion.

(Continued from page 7)

How to make...

head of the women’s 39th Battalion during 
the Revolution of Dignity, fellow at the 
Woodrow Wilson Institute; Zenia Chernyk, 
chair and president of the Ukrainian 
Federation of America, actively involved in 
the Help Wounded of Ukraine initiative; 
Maryna Baydyuk, co-founder, United Help 
Ukraine; and Marie Principe, Women in 
Nonviolent Movements Report.

To register, readers should visit https://
www.eventbrite.com/e/the-role-of-wom-
en-in-the-revolution-of-dignity-tick-
ets-32847183811.

Also as part of Women’s Month, “Women 
of Maidan” was shown at the U.S. Institute 
of Peace at an event hosted by the Atlantic 
Council. The film was preceded by a discus-
sion of developments in Ukraine since the 
revolution and their global implications.

The documentary will soon be shown at 
Harvard University, as well as in Detroit, 
Toronto and San-Francisco.

For more information, readers may visit 
www.womenofmaidan.com. To organize a 
screening in your community, contact 
oliafilm@gmail.com.
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MAKE RESERVATIONS EARLY!
All inclusive 5 nights – meals: breakfast-lunch-dinner from Monday 

through Friday (brunch). Special Banquet Thursday.
Entertainment and guest speakers. (Taxes/gratuities included)

All inclusive per person rate based on double occupancy - $480
All inclusive per person rate based on  single  occupancy - $585

BANQUET ONLY, Thursday,  June 15, 2017 - $50 pp. 

For more information call Oksana Trytjak,
 Tel: 973 292-9800 ext. 3071 

CALLING ON ALL
SENIORS AND FRIENDS!

JOIN US FOR A SPECIAL 
WEEK AT SOYUZIVKA

IT’S  FUN – AFFORDABLE – AND INTERESTING
 BRING FRIENDS  -  WE WELCOME NEW GUESTS!

  
Sunday, June 11 –16, 2017

 Registration beginning Sunday, June 11,  at 4:00 pm 
at  SOYUZIVKA 

Remember to bring your embroidered � nery
(vyshyvanky) for the banquet. 

If possible bring items for the auction!

SOYUZIVKA TEL:  845 626-5641

Remember to bring your embroidered � neryRemember to bring your embroidered � nery

April: First Fridays at Soyuzivka
Experience traditional Ukrainian hospitality and a delicious meal

 

216 Foordmore Road 
Kerhonkson, New York 12446 
(845) 626-5641 www.Soyuzivka.com

Friday, April 7, 2017, 6-8pm 
Dinner Menu

• Wild mushroom and barley soup
• Red cabbage salad with apples and cranberries
• Appetizer portion of Poltavsky halushky with caramelized 
   onions – potato dumplings
• Baked fi sh with roasted root vegetables or
• Stuffed free range chicken leg with creamed mushrooms
• Side of kulesha – Ukrainian style polenta
• Dessert: traditional Ukrainian nalysnyky with sweet cheese
   and fruit - crepes
• Includes complimentary glass of Ukrainian wine or beer

$22/person with tax and gratuities included, $11/children 5-12 years old
Seating is limited, reservations required. Please call (845) 626-5641 or 

email soyuzivka.events@gmail.com to reserve your space.
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N.J. Devils host fourth annual Ukrainian Heritage Day
by Matthew Dubas

NEWARK, N.J. – Hundreds of Ukrainians 
attended the fourth annual Ukrainian 
Heritage Day during an NHL match 
between the New Jersey Devils and the 
Columbus Blue Jackets at the Prudential 
Center on March 19. More than 18,000 peo-
ple were in attendance.

 Prior to the match, as well as during 
the period intermissions, as part of the 
afternoon’s entertainment on the con-
course level, Ukrainian dance groups per-
formed various dances from multiple 
regions of Ukraine. Many passersby were 
curious and stopped with camera phones 
out to shoot some video or pictures, while 
others clapped to the music and dancing.

Andrij Cybyk, who is artistic director of 
the Iskra Ukrainian Dance Ensemble and 
Academy in Whippany, N.J., served as mas-
ter of ceremonies and a cultural ambassa-
dor for those unfamiliar with Ukraine. He 
introduced the stage performances by: the 
Trembita Dance Group of Yonkers, N.Y., 
under the direction of Orlando and Larisa 
Pagan; Syzokryli Ukrainian Dance 
Ensemble of New York; Voloshky School of 
Philadelphia; and Reechka dance group of 
Assumption Ukrainian Catholic School in 
Perth Amboy, N.J., under the direction of 
Alex Kopczyk and Anna Lawrence.  

Dances included Ukrainian favorites, 
such as “Kozachok,” “Halychanka,” “Arkan,” 
“Bukovyna,” and of course, “Hopak.” And 
the performers were all smiles as they 
proudly showcased Ukrainian culture 
through dance.

Athena Zhe, a Ukrainian American pro-
fessional make-up artist, provided face 
painting for people of all ages. Judging from 
the long lines, it was a major success.

Dressed in Ukrainian costume, 16-year-
old Anya Kosachevich flawlessly sang the 
U.S. national anthem, earning a raucous 
cheer from the stadium prior to the begin-
ning of the match. Serving as color guard 
were:  Ukrainian American Veterans 
Eugene Mandzy and Ihor Rudko, Alexandra 
Soltys (representing the Ukrainian 
American Youth Association), Pavlo Pencak 
(representing Plast Ukrainian Scouting 
Organization), and Ukrainian flag-bearer 
Stefan Krysyna.

The three younger flag-bearers (Soltys, 
Pencak and Krysyna) had the opportunity 
to ride the Zamboni prior to and during the 
intermissions, with each rider draped in a 
Ukrainian flag and waving to the crowd.

During the second period, the stadium 
rose to its feet as U.S. Army Lt. Col. (ret.) 
Michael Hrycak, who is N.J. state command-
er of the Ukrainian American Veterans, was 
recognized as  “Hero of the Game.” Mr. Bytz 

and his wife, Chris, and N.J. Devils person-
nel presented Mr. Hrycak with a plaque rec-
ognizing his service to the U.S., and Mr. Bytz 
invited people to visit the Ukrainian Sports 
Museum and Hall of Fame in Whippany. Mr. 
Hrycak was also presented an official N.J. 
Devils jersey with his last name embla-
zoned on the back.  Mr. Hrycak is a decorat-
ed combat veteran who served in Iraq 
(Operation Iraqi Freedom).   

The match, itself, was a dreadful 1-4 loss 
for the Devils that clinched a playoff spot 
for the Blue Jackets. Suffering goals on two 
penalty shots (the third time that had ever 
happened in NHL history [1982, 2009]) 
early on, the Devils’ Adam Henrique 
answered late to end the first period 1-2. 
The Blue Jackets notched another goal in 
the second period, and a final goal in the 
third.

The Ukrainian National Association had 
set up an area to inform guests about the 

organization, distributing booklets, the lat-
est copies of The Ukrainian Weekly and 
Svoboda newspapers, as well as Ukrainian 
flags. 

The event is co-organized by Ukrainian 
Heritage Ltd., and the Ukrainian Sports 
Museum and Hall of Fame in Whippany, N.J. 
Hugh Weber, Jim Leonard, Will Lamont, 
Josh Malakoff, Joe Kuchi and Joe Altenau 
from the N.J. Devils organization were also 
instrumental in making the event a success. 
Ukrainian organizations that contributed 
included Selfreliance Ukrainian Federal 
Credit Union in Chicago and Whippany, N.J., 
SUMA Federal Credit Union in Yonkers, N.Y., 
Ukrainian Selfreliance Federal Credit Union 
in Philadelphia, Lys Sports Academy in 
Whippany, N.J., and the UNA and its two 
newspapers.

Organizers have agreed to the request by 
the N.J. Devils for a fifth Ukrainian Heritage 
Day. A date will be announced in the future.

Dancers from the Voloshky School of Dance in Philadelphia captivate the audience 
with their skills.

U.S. Army Lt. Col (ret.) Michael Hrycak is recognized as the “Hero of the Game” 
with a plaque and a personalized N.J. Devils jersey. Looking on are Jim Leonard 

of the N.J. Devils association and Myron Bytz, event organizer.

The color guard prior to the U.S. national anthem sung by Anya Kosachevich (second 
from right). From left are: Myron Bytz, Eugene Mandzy, Stefan Krysyna, Ihor 

Rudko, Pavlo Pencak, Alexandra Soltys and Chris Bytz.

Chris Bytz

The Syzokryli Ukrainian Dance Ensemble of New York strikes a pose at the conclusion of “Hopak.”

Professional make-up artist Athena Zhe 
created amazing face painting designs for 

all ages.
Ukrainian Heritage Day organizers Myron 

Bytz and Christine Bytz.
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embargo must first be assessed. “Updated 
macroeconomic forecasts are to be provided 
to the IMF,” the NBU said in a statement. 
Reuters cited an IMF e-mail as saying that 
the board meeting was delayed in order “to 
allow staff time to assess the implications of 
recent developments for the program. Staff 
expect to announce a new date soon.” Kyiv 
on March 15 announced the suspension of 
all cargo traffic with separatist-held areas of 
eastern Ukraine, prompting Russia’s warn-
ing to cancel the measure to avoid a “human-
itarian catastrophe.” The $1 billion loan was 
to be the next installment of a $17.5 billion 

IMF package, which has been hit by repeated 
delays over Kyiv’s inconsistent record on 
reforms. (RFE/RL, with reporting by AFP 
and Reuters)

NBU downgrades GDP outlook 

KYIV – Ukraine’s central bank said on 
March 21 that a blockade of the part of the 
country controlled by Russia-backed sepa-
ratists will hit the country’s economy hard-
er than previously expected. Just two days 
after the International Monetary Fund 
postponed a review of the disbursement of 
a new $1 billion loan to Ukraine pending 
further information on the effects of the 
blockade, the National Bank of Ukraine said 
output will rise 1.9 percent in 2017, well 
below an earlier forecast of 2.8 percent 

growth. The blockade cuts off the supply of 
coal and steel that industrial enterprises 
were still purchasing from territory con-
trolled by Russia-backed separatists whose 
3-year-old war against government forces 
has killed more than 9,900 people. In 
response to the blockade, the separatists 
have seized control of some businesses reg-
istered in Ukraine and demanded they pay 
“taxes” to them rather than the federal 
authorities. (RFE/RL, based on reporting 
by Reuters and AP)

EU slams Russia over Crimea

BRUSSELS – The European Union on 
March 17 condemned Russia’s seizure of 
Ukraine’s Crimea territory, calling 
Moscow’s annexation of the Black Sea pen-
insula a “direct challenge to international 
security.” The statement by EU foreign 
affairs chief Federica Mogherini came one 
day ahead of the third anniversary of 
Russia’s formal incorporation of Crimea 
that was dismissed as illegitimate by 
Ukraine, the United States and more than 
100 countries in the United Nations General 
Assembly. “Three years on from the illegal 
annexation of the Autonomous Republic of 
Crimea and the city of Sevastopol by the 
Russian Federation, the European Union 
remains firmly committed to Ukraine’s sov-
ereignty and territorial integrity,” Ms. 
Mogherini said. Both the EU and the United 
States hit Russia with several rounds of 
sanctions in response to the land grab and 
Moscow’s backing of separatists whose war 
against government forces has killed at 
least 9,940 people in eastern Ukraine. That 
conflict continues to grind on despite a 
2015 peace deal reached in Minsk, Belarus. 
Separatist leader Igor Plotnitsky vowed on 
March 17 that a referendum would be 
staged on the incorporation of separatist-
controlled areas into Russia. Prior to annex-
ing Crimea, Russia staged a referendum on 
the peninsula following the seizing of key 
government buildings there by unmarked 
Russian special forces. Moscow used the 
poll, rejected by Kyiv and the West as illegal, 
as justification for taking control of Crimea, 
claiming it represented the will of the peo-
ple there. Addressing the anniversary of the 
Crimea annexation, Kremlin spokesman 
Dmitry Peskov told reporters that Russia 
hopes that “sooner or later Kyiv will start to 

treat the will expressed by the several mil-
lion Crimean residents with respect and 
will accept the results” of the 2014 referen-
dum staged by Moscow there. Referring to 
the annexation, Ms. Mogherini said in her 
March 17 statement that the EU “reiterates 
that it does not recognize and continues to 
condemn this violation of international 
law.” She added, “It remains a direct chal-
lenge to international security, with grave 
implications for the international legal 
order that protects the unity and sovereign-
ty of all states.” The EU foreign policy chief 
also spoke out about the rights of Crimean 
Tatars, noting that they “have been gravely 
violated through the shutting down of 
Crimean Tatar media outlets, the banning of 
the activities of the Mejlis, their self-govern-
ing body, and the persecution of its leaders.” 
Ms. Mogherini called for the release of the 
First Deputy Chairman Akhtem Chiygoz 
and for the charges against Deputy 
Chairman Ilmi Umerov to be dropped, and 
the right to legal counsel to be fully respect-
ed. “Furthermore, the EU reiterates its call 
for the immediate release of Oleh Sentsov, 
Oleksandr Kolchenko and all those who 
have been detained and sentenced in 
breach of international law.” (RFE/RL, with 
reporting by RFE/RL’s Brussels correspon-
dent Rikard Jozwiak, RIA-Novosti, TASS, 
Interfax, and Reuters; Eurasia Review)

Trump and Merkel discuss NATO, Ukraine

WASHINGTON – At a joint news confer-
ence on March 17, U.S. President Donald 
Trump gave NATO another strong endorse-
ment but told visiting German Chancellor 
Angela Merkel that Germany and other 
allies must do more to contribute to the 
alliance’s collective defense. “Many nations 
owe vast sums of money from past years, 
and it is very unfair to the United States,” 
Mr. Trump said. “These nations must pay 
what they owe.” Ms. Merkel said that for 
Germany, “NATO is of prime importance to 
us.” She also raised the issue of Russia, 
which has stoked anxiety in Europe with its 
2014 annexation of Ukraine’s Crimean 
Peninsula and its backing of separatists in 
eastern Ukraine. Together with French 
President Francois Hollande, Ms. Merkel 
brokered the peace agreement known as 

(Continued on page 13)
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TO PLACE YOUR AD CALL WALTER HONCHARYk (973) 292-9800 x3040
or e-mail adukr@optonline.net

SERVICES

SERVICES

SERVICES

OPPORTUNITIES

Earn Extra incomE!
The Ukrainian Weekly is looking 

for advertising sales agents.
For additional information contact  

Walter Honcharyk, Advertising Manager,  
The Ukrainian Weekly, 973-292-9800, ext 3040.

WANT IMPACT?
Run your advertisement here, 

in The Ukrainian Weekly’s 
CLASSIFIEDS section.

HELP WANTED

Caregiver (P/T) for elderly woman 
in Mount Laurel, NJ. 

Weekend nights
856-904-4161

Jdimon43@aol.com

HELP WANTED

The UKRAINIAN MUSEUM in NEW YORK is seeking assistant director.
For further information please visit:

http://www.ukrainianmuseum.org/temp/job_asstdir.pdf

Ukrainian Sport Museum and Hall of Fame 
60 N Je� erson Rd., Whippany, NJ 07981

is open every Saturday and Sunday from 
12 noon to 6 pm. We can also do group showings 
by special appointments by calling 973-919-1322

“Hundreds of thousands of Russian spe-
cialists, advisers and secret service men run 
the occupied countries and the satellite 
states; Russians plan and execute deporta-
tions of the non-Russian people from 
Ukraine, the Baltic states, the Caucasus; 
Russians impose and press Russification pol-
icies in such countries as Hungary, Poland, 
Czechoslovakia, Bulgaria, etc.; Russians plan 
the conquest of Europe, Africa and the great 
Asiatic mainland; and Russians, in pursu-
ance of their political aggression, resort to 
the policy of genocide, that is, killing the non-
Russian people in order to make room for 
the supposedly superior Russian race.”

Influential U.S. policymaker George F. 
Kennan, former chief of the Policy Planning 
Board of the State Department and, at the 
time, professor at Princeton University, was 
the creator of the so-called “containment 
policy” with regards to the Soviet Union.  
(Mr. Kennan served as U.S. ambassador to 
the Soviet Union in May-September 1952, 
and as U.S. ambassador to Yugoslavia in 
May 1961-July 1963.) Mr. Kennan believed 
that if Russia was left alone, it would even-
tually “burn” itself and be consumed by its 
own forces. The Korean war and other 
events proved Mr. Kennan wrong. 

Later, Mr. Kennan wrote an article 
“America and the Russian Future” that 
appeared in the April 1951 issue of Foreign 
Affairs (Vol. 29, No. 3), that listed three pre-

requisites for a future Russia with which 
the United States could live peacefully: 1.) 
Russia must be “tolerant, communicative 
and forthright in her relations with other 
states and other peoples”; 2.) Russia must 
have a government which will not enslave 
her own people; 3.) Russia must refrain 
from pinning an oppressive yoke on other 
people who have the instinct and capacity 
for national self-assertion.

However, in light of Ukraine, Mr. Kennan 
wrote: ”The [sic] Ukraine, again, deserves 
full recognition for its peculiar genius and 
abilities of its people and for the require-
ments and possibilities of its development 
as a linguistic and cultural entity; but the 
Ukraine is economically as much a part of 
Russia as Pennsylvania is a part of the 
United States. Who can say what the final 
status of the Ukraine should be unless he 
knows the character of the Russia to which 
the adjustment will have to be made.”

The article commented that Mr. Kennan’s 
perspective echoes that of the Russian imperi-
alists, and reinforces the propaganda line to 
“keep Ukraine in perpetual slavery of Russia.”

The article concluded: “Ukraine in 
Russia’s enslavement, Mr. Kennan should 
further observe, has not improved the eco-
nomic lot of the Russian people – nor that 
of the Ukrainians to be sure. Its enslave-
ment has merely served as a geographical 
and economical basis for the perennial 
Russian aggression.” 

Source: “Russian imperialist propaganda 
and our American Russian advisors,” The 
Ukrainian Weekly, April 2, 1951.

(Continued from page 6)
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the Minsk accords, aimed at ending the 
conflict in eastern Ukraine. Standing along-
side Mr. Trump, she said relations with 
Russia need to be improved but not before 
the Ukraine crisis is resolved. “There has to 
be a safe and secure solution” to the 
Ukraine conflict, she said. Mr. Trump said a 
“peaceful solution” is needed to resolve the 
conflict in Ukraine. He thanked Ms. Merkel 
and Mr. Hollande for their work in broker-
ing the 2015 peace deal, though violence 
between the two sides continues to grind 
on. “We ideally seek a peaceful solution” in 
Ukraine, the U.S. president said. (RFE/RL)

Haley: “We should never trust Russia”

WASHINGTON – The U.S. ambassador to 
the United Nations says Washington should 
“never trust Russia,” the latest in a series of 
hawkish statements that have made her a 
leading Russia critic in President Donald 
Trump’s administration. The statement by 
Nikki Haley in a television interview broad-
cast on March 16 came on the same day that 
the U.S. State Department issued a stern 
condemnation of Russia’s 2014 annexation 
of Ukraine’s Crimea territory, which Ms. 
Haley has also publicly denounced. 
Ambassador Haley’s comments also came 
amid the ongoing furor over what U.S. intel-
ligence calls a Kremlin-directed campaign to 
meddle in last year’s presidential election 
aimed at helping Mr. Trump defeat 
Democratic rival Hillary Clinton. The 
Kremlin denies the charge. After expressing 
initial skepticism, Mr. Trump conceded that 
he believes Russia was behind a hacking-
and-propaganda effort to interfere in the 
election but that the operation did not influ-
ence the outcome of the vote. Asked by the 
U.S. television network NBC what President 
Trump should do about Russia’s actions, 
Ambassador Haley replied: “Take it serious-
ly.” She said, “We should never trust Russia,”  
while adding that the United States needs 
“all the facts” in order to formulate a proper 
response to Moscow. NBC asked whether 
Ms. Haley was on the same page with Mr. 
Trump “in terms of your level of distrust for 
Russia and [President] Vladimir Putin,” and 
she answered: “I would not say that. I’m not 
going to talk about where the president is, 
because I don’t know.” Throughout his cam-
paign, Mr. Trump spoke positively about Mr. 
Putin and pledged to seek better relations 
with Russia. Both Republicans and 
Democrats in Congress expressed concerns 
that a potential softer U.S. line on Russia 
under Mr. Trump could effectively give 
Moscow a pass for its expansionism in 
Ukraine. (RFE/RL)

EuroParliament to Russia: free detainees 

STRASBOURG – The European 
Parliament is calling on Moscow to free 
more than 30 Ukrainian citizens who are in 
prison or other conditions of restricted free-
dom in Russia, Crimea and parts of eastern 
Ukraine that are controlled by Russia-
backed separatists. In a resolution adopted 
on March 16, the Parliament urged Russia to 
“release without further delay all illegally 
and arbitrarily detained Ukrainian citizens, 
both in Russia and in the temporarily occu-
pied territories of Ukraine, and to provide 
for their safe return.” It listed 30 people, 
including filmmaker Oleh Sentsov, who is 
serving a 20-year sentence in a Russian pris-
on after being convicted of plotting terrorist 
attacks in a trial supporters called absurd, 
and reporter Roman Sushchenko, held on 
suspicion of espionage. The list, which the 
parliamentary statement said was not com-
plete, also included several leaders of the 
Crimean Tatar minority, which rights groups 
say has faced abuse and discrimination since 
Russia seized the peninsula from Ukraine in 
April 2014. The nonbinding resolution called 
on Russia “to allow all the above-mentioned 
people to travel freely, including Mykola 

Semena, who is being prosecuted for his 
journalistic work for Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty.” Mr. Semena, an RFE/RL con-
tributor in Crimea, went on trial at a 
Russian-controlled court there on March 20 
on separatism charges based on an article he 
wrote on his blog that was critical of 
Moscow’s seizure of the peninsula and 
expressed support for strengthening a 
blockade of the peninsula initiated by 
Ukrainian activists. The European 
Parliament resolution was adopted on the 
third anniversary of the referendum that 
Russia staged in Crimea as part of its opera-
tion to seize control of the Black Sea penin-
sula. EU lawmakers also called for more 
sanctions against Russian nationals “respon-
sible for gross human rights violations, 
including the freezing of assets in EU banks.” 
Estonian lawmaker Tunne Kelam, speaking 
before the vote in Strasbourg, said the bloc 
needed to “strike with all force on secret 
bank accounts of those responsible and deny 
them entry into the EU.” The resolution also 
calls for “EU support for Ukrainian and 
Crimean Tatar media projects” and initia-
tives to protect Crimean Tatars’ cultural heri-
tage. (Rikard Jozwiak of RFE/RL)

EU releases aid for Ukraine’s economy 

BRUSSELS – The European Commission 
has agreed to send Ukraine 600 million 
euros to shore up its deteriorating economy, 
ending months of delays over conditions 
linked to the loan. With Ukraine in a third 
year of war, the European Union softened 
demands that Kyiv first lift a ban on 
Ukrainian wood exports, saying the money 
could now be sent because the government 
had submitted a bill to change that policy. 
“Ukraine has done a remarkable job of stabi-
lizing and reforming its economy, despite 
the armed conflict unfolding on its soil,” 
Commission Vice-President Valdis 
Dombrovskis said on March 16. The condi-
tions the EU has attached to the aid are 
aimed at modernizing the economy and rid-
ding Kyiv of entrenched corruption. The aid 
payment takes the total of EU loans to 
Ukraine to 2.8 billion euros since 2014. Kyiv 
badly needs the money. It estimates that a 
blockade of trade with eastern areas held by 
Russia-backed separatists that was 
announced this week would cause the econ-
omy to shrink by 2 percent. In February, 
European Commission President Jean-
Claude Juncker promised to release the aid 
to Ukrainian Prime Minister Volodymyr 
Groysman. A final 600 million euro dis-
bursement is still available under an aid 
package that expires next January. (RFE/RL, 
based on reporting by AFP and Reuters)

National deputies approve language quotas 

KYIV – Ukrainian lawmakers have 
approved a bill that requires national televi-
sion and radio stations to have at least 75 
percent of their programming in the 
Ukrainian language. The issue is controver-
sial among Ukraine’s Russian-speaking pop-
ulation, and pro-Russia separatists fighting 
in eastern Ukraine claim Kyiv is deliberately 
reducing the use of the Russian language. 
Kyiv denies the allegation. The legislation is 
still going through Parliament and requires 
presidential approval. The first reading of 
the bill was approved on March 16. The bill 
also requires local TV and radio stations to 
have 50 percent of their content in 
Ukrainian. The language quotas would be in 
place between 7 a.m. and 10 p.m. The bill 
also requires that foreign films aired on 
Ukrainian television channels, including 
Russian movies, must carry Ukrainian subti-
tles. Viktoria Syumar, chairwoman of the 
parliamentary Committee for Freedom of 
Speech and Information Policies, told a ses-
sion that some Ukrainian broadcasters have 
up to 90 percent of their programming in 
Russian. She added that the Crimean Tatar 
language was included in the Ukrainian lan-
guage quota. (RFE/RL, based on reporting 
by Interfax and UNIAN)

(Continued from page 12)
NEWSBRIEFS

Ділимось сумною вісткою, що 8 березня 2017 року,
проживши 95 літ, спокійно відійшла у вічність у Silver Spring, Maryland

наша найдорожча Мама, Бабуся і Стриянка

св. п.
АННА ПРИШЛЯК

з дому Ґреськів
народжена 20 вересня 1922 року в селі Лісники, Бережанський 

район, Тернопільська область, у батьків Марії і Михайла.

Вийшла заміж за Олександра Пришляка у 1948 році у Міттенвальді, 
а опісля оселилася з чоловіком в околиці Hartford та Wethersfield, 
Connecticut, де була активна в українській церкві, рідній школі, в хорі, 
Союзі Українок та інших громадських організаціях.  Після жалісної 
страти сина Андрія і чоловіка Олександра переїхала до Maryland в 
2012 році.

Панахиду відправлено 17 березня 2017 року у D’Esopo Funeral 
Chapel, Wethersfield, CT, а Похоронну Службу Божу 18 березня в Укра-
їнській католицькій церкві св. Архистратига Михаїла у Гартфорді.

В глибокому смутку залишилися:
 дочка  -   Марта Мостович з чоловіком Андрієм
 дочка  -   Іся Пришляк
 внучка  -   Надія Мостович
 внук  -   Микола Мостович
 племінниця -   Даріа Пришляк з родиною
 племінниця -   Христина з чоловіком Brad Farley
 племінник -   Адріян Пришляк з родиною
 племінник -   Орест Сокольський з родиною
 племінниця -   Орися Baldassari з родиною
 і дальша родина в Україні.

Замість квітів можна складати пожертви на: 
•  St. Michael’s Ukrainian Catholic Church – Cemetery Fund;
•  St. Michael’s Ukrainian Parochial School;
•  UNWLA, Inc. – Ukrainian War Victims’ Fund;
або на інші добровільні цілі.

Просимо пересилати всі пожертви на адресу:  Marta Mostovych, 
14817 Silverstone Dr., Silver Spring, MD 20905.

ВІЧНА ЇЙ ПАМ’ЯТЬ!

DEATH ANNOUNCEMENTS
Death announcements should be sent to the Advertising Department by 

e-mail to adukr@optonline.net or by fax to 973-644-9510.
Deadline: Tuesday noon before the newspaper’s date of issue.

For further information call 973-292-9800, ext. 3040.

NEW YORK – The Ukrainian Congress 
Committee of America in a letter dated 
March 22 urged U.S. Secretary of State Rex 
Tillerson to visit Ukraine during his upcom-
ing European trip in April.

“As the bastion of democracy in the free 
world, the United States must take defini-
tive action to help stabilize the transnation-
al, trans-Atlantic security framework, 
which clearly serves our national interests 
as Americans. It is our firm belief that such 
a visit would reaffirm the United States’ 
steadfast commitment to Ukraine’s sover-
eignty and territorial integrity, and would 
signify that the United States supports its 
strategic partner’s sacrifices in the face of 
continued Russian aggression,” reads the 
letter signed by UCCA President Andrew J. 
Futey and Executive Secretary Marie 
Duplak.

The letter also notes: 
“Ukrainian Americans, along with the 

Central and Eastern European ethnic com-
munities of the United States, stand united 
in their support for the independence and 
territorial integrity of Ukraine. This sup-

port mirrors official U.S. policy, passed into 
law under the Ukraine Freedom Support 
Act of 2014, to ‘assist the government of 
Ukraine in restoring its sovereignty and 
territorial integrity in order to deter the 
government of the Russian Federation from 
further destabilizing and invading Ukraine 
and other independent countries.’ 

“The U.S. Department of State recently 
reaffirmed the United States’ commitment 
to a sovereign and whole Ukraine, continu-
ing official U.S. policy not to recognize the 
Russian Federation’s illegally attempted 
annexation of Crimea and its continued vio-
lation of international law. Today we ask 
that you back up those words with actions.”

The UCCA underscored: “…a strong, 
democratic and independent Ukraine 
remains in the national security interests of 
the United States. Ukraine today stands as 
the only non-NATO partner nation to have 
contributed actively to all NATO-led opera-
tions and missions for the past 20 years, 
and deserves at minimum, the same sup-
port given to other strategic allies by the 
United States.”

UCCA urges Tillerson to visit Ukraine
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Michigan community members travel to Washington for Ukrainian Days
by Borys Potapenko

WARREN, Mich. – Ukrainian Americans 
of Michigan sent a strong delegation to 
Washington on March 8-9 to participate in 
the first of several Ukrainian Days planned 
for 2017. A long-standing national initiative 
of the Ukrainian Congress Committee of 
America (UCCA) and Ukrainian National 
Information Service (UNIS), such advocacy 
events provide for Ukrainian communities 
to collectively converge on Washington to 
simultaneously conduct meetings with 
their members of Congress and to hold a 
number of joint events.

This year nearly 100 community repre-
sentatives from a multitude of states came 
together to advocate on behalf of legislation 
pending in the House of Representatives 
and the Senate. Significantly, on March 8, 
the House of Representatives approved a 
bill authorizing $150 million for defense 
aid to Ukraine, including lethal weapons, 
under the Ukraine Security Assistance 
Initiative. A total of 371 lawmakers out of 
435 voted for the measure.

The six-member delegation from 
Michigan was organized by the president of 
the UCCA’s Michigan chapter, Vasyl Perets, 
and Membership Committee Chair Michael 
Andriashko. The trip was sponsored by a 
generous donation from the Ukrainian 
Future Credit Union (Vera Kuzyj, president, 
and Andrew Jakymowych, CEO). 

The delegation targeted both Michigan 
senators, Gary Peters and Debbie Stabenow, 
and three representatives, Sander Levin, 
Debbie Dingell and Dan Kildee – all 

Democrats. Sen. Peters is a member of the 
Senate Ukraine Caucus, and Reps. Levin, 
Dingell and Kildee are members of the 
Congressional Ukrainian Caucus in the 
House, with Rep. Levin serving as CUC co-
chair since its inception in 1997. 

Delegation members were direct and 
forthright in sharing their hopes and fears 
for Ukraine. Father Valeriy Kandyuk, pastor 
of St. John the Baptist Ukrainian Catholic 
Church, noted that his parish was the first 
Ukrainian church in Michigan, established 
110 years ago. “Having a priest that is a new 
immigrant directly from Ukraine serve as 
pastor to the oldest Ukrainian church in 
Michigan with many parishioners going 

back five generations, underscores the unity 
of Ukrainians throughout the world,” he said. 

Similarly, Mykhaylo Dyachun, also a new 
immigrant, noted how inspiring it is for 
himself and other Ukrainian immigrants to 
be a part of a community that has so many 
members who were born in Michigan but 
who care so deeply about their ancestral 
homeland. 

Yaroslav and Michael Andriashko noted 
that their father helped build the Mackinac 
Bridge, at the time the longest suspension 
bridge in the world, linking Michigan’s 
lower and upper peninsulas. “Our dad and 
his whole generation of World War II politi-
cal refugees that fled to America from 
Soviet Russian tyranny taught us to love 
America and to never forget Ukraine. 
Today, it is time for our fellow Americans to 
understand that Ukraine is as important to 
the U.S. as the U.S. is important to Ukraine.” 

Roman Zubar and Borys Potapenko, 
both native Michiganians, stressed the 
importance of continued bipartisan sup-
port for Ukraine in Congress. “The critical 
role of the Congressional Ukrainian Caucus 
and the Senate Ukraine Caucus in maintain-
ing the unprecedented unity of Republicans 
and Democrats on Ukraine cannot be over-
emphasized,” Mr. Zubar said.

Sen. Peters and Reps. Levin, Dingell and 
Kildee made clear their commitment to 
support all of the legislation currently 
before Congress, including strong support 
for providing lethal weapons to Ukraine. 
Sen. Stabenow’s senior advisers said that 
the senator will give very serious consider-
ation to relevant bills before the Senate, as 
well as joining the Senate Ukraine Caucus, 

noting “Sen. Stabenow is a strong support-
er of Ukraine and the Ukrainian community 
in Michigan.” 

Members of the Michigan delegation also 
met with Herman Pirchner and Ilan Berman, 
president and vice-president, respectively, of 
the American Foreign Policy Council.

Just as the delegation started its long 
road-trip home to Michigan, Rep. Sander 
Levin called to say that as ranking member 
of the all-important Ways and Means 
Committee, he was in meetings dealing 
with healthcare reform that went all night 
until 4:30 a.m. that were then followed by a 
closed-door intelligence briefing. He called 
to continue the discussion from the day 
before concerning the highly charged polit-
ical environment inside the beltway involv-
ing the Trump administration, Russia, 
Ukraine and the uncertainties that continue 
to fuel controversy. 

The CUC co-chair wanted to reiterate 
that he and his colleagues in the caucus 
from both sides of the aisle will continue to 
press ahead on the U.S.-Ukraine strategic 
partnership, including all facets of coopera-
tion and assistance. The delegation 
responded that Ukrainians in Michigan and 
throughout America and the diaspora as a 
whole deeply appreciate that Mr. Levin is 
our congressman, a great and trusted 
friend, and the most authoritative voice in 
Congress on U.S.-Ukraine relations.

Cooperation among communities is 
vitally important. In this regard, the UCCA’s 
Michigan chapter and the UCCA Illinois 
Division coordinate many local advocacy 
initiatives, programs and projects. Mr. 
Potapenko from the UCCA Michigan serves 
on the external affairs committees of both 
local branches of the UCCA, as do Marta 
Farion and Pavlo Bandriwsky of the UCCA 
Illinois. Ms. Farion and Mr. Potapenko 
recently became members of the External 
Affairs Committee of the UCCA National 
Executive. 

Illinois Ukrainians are in a special rela-
tionship with their delegation to Congress, 
obviating the need to make frequent visits 
to Washington or to send large delegations. 
Their senators and representatives often 
visit the Ukrainian community, regularly 
attend community events and frequently 
meet with community leaders at the 
Ukrainian Cultural Center in Chicago. The 
UCCA Illinois in recent weeks hosted at 
community events and/or held face-to-face 
consultations with Sen. Dick Durbin and 
(until January 22) Sen. Mark Kirk, as well as 
Reps. Mike Quigley, Peter Roskam, Danny 
Davis, Jan Schakowsky and Bobby Rush.
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With Rep. Dan Kildee (center) are Michigan Ukrainians (from left) Mykhaylo 
Dyachun, Roman Zubar, Father Valeriy Kandyuk and Borys Potapenko.

Meeting with Sen. Gary Peters (center) from left are: Mykhaylo Dyachun, Yaroslav 
Andriashko, Father Valeriy Kandyuk, Roman Zubar, Michael Andriashko and Borys 

Potapenko.
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Michigan history conference spotlights local Ukrainian community
by Ksenia Rychtycka

STERLING HEIGHTS, Mich. – “Adding to 
the Melting Pot: Ukrainians in Detroit” was 
a session topic featured at the annual 
“Michigan in Perspective” local history con-
ference held in Sterling Heights on March 
3-4. Although the roads were icy outside, 
inside the Wyndham Garden Hotel, the air 
proved electric as nearly 600 history aficio-
nados gathered to attend 25 breakout ses-
sions over the course of two days. 

Vera Andrushkiw, president of the Detroit 
Regional Council of the Ukrainian National 
Women’s League of America and vice-presi-
dent of the U.S.-Ukraine Foundation, was 
invited to host a session. Coincidentally, the 
event was held at the same time that the film 
“Bitter Harvest” about the Ukrainian 
Holodomor was playing in local theaters. 

Speaking before a packed room, Ms. 
Andrushkiw gave a dynamic and compre-
hensive presentation that featured a synop-
sis of Ukraine’s history, in which she 
detailed the complexities as Ukraine con-
tinually found itself being carved out 
among various countries. Independence, 
she stressed, was always key for every 
Ukrainian. She then discussed the four 
waves of Ukrainian immigration to the 
United States and the local area, highlight-
ing the many people, organizations and 
churches that, in essence, built up the com-
munity throughout the years. 

The first Ukrainian who moved to 
Detroit was Mykola Stefansky, who arrived 
in Detroit in 1885 with his family and set-
tled on the west side of Detroit. Other 
Ukrainians followed, and in 1907 a small 
wooden Ukrainian church was built on 
Cicotte Avenue on the west side of Detroit. 
Prior to that time, a Jewish merchant, who 
was originally from Ukraine, helped Detroit 
Ukrainians by inviting them to use a Jewish 
synagogue for their services and helped 
them organize their congregation.

Ms. Andrushkiw explained that, as more 
Ukrainians emigrated to Detroit, the commu-
nity expanded to Hamtramck, where more 
churches, schools and credit unions were 
built. Interestingly enough, Hollywood actor 
John Hodiak, who grew up in Hamtramck 
and was married to the actress Anne Baxter, 
participated in his first theatrical perfor-
mances in Ukrainian community plays. 

Hamtramck’s Immaculate Conception 
Ukrainian Catholic Church (which was com-
pleted in 1942 and later painted by well-
renowned artist Mychailo Dmytrenko in the 
early 1960s) was featured in the book 
“Detroit’s Historic Places of Worship,” pub-
lished by Wayne State University Press in 
2012. Wayne State University features a 
Ukrainian Room as part of the Manoogian 
Hall heritage rooms decorated by the Kozak 
family of artists – Edward, George and 
Jerome, as well as Mykhailo Mayorchak. 

A slide show enhanced Ms. Andrushkiw’s 
vibrant talk and there were many interesting 
facts that she deftly weaved in throughout, 
including personal stories of her childhood in 
both Germany and New York City. She empha-
sized how, even during Soviet times, Detroit 
Ukrainians demonstrated and worked with 
the local media to include articles on the dissi-
dent arrests and trials in support of human 
rights for political prisoners in Ukraine. Marie 
Zarycky, who was the president of the 
Committee for the Defense of Human Rights 
at that time, was in the audience.

Ms. Andrushkiw also talked about current 
events and the devastating effect of Russia’s 
war in Ukraine, emphasizing that this is in no 
way a civil war. She noted that another local 
Detroit Ukrainian, Dr. Ulana (née Jurkiw) 
Suprun, is the acting minister of health in 
Ukraine, and is working to transform the 
country’s corrupt medical services. 

There were some attendees who were 

not at all familiar with Ukraine’s history 
and were impressed with the talk and 
interested in learning more. “I’ve been com-
ing to this conference for many years now 
and this session, by far, was the best one. 
Ms. Andrushkiw was very engaged with the 
audience,” commented one attendee. 

In coordination with the Ukrainian ses-
sion, two exhibit tables showcased 
Ukrainian culture and books by local 
Ukrainian American authors. The Ukrainian 
American Archives and Museum of Detroit, 
which recently purchased a larger facility in 
Hamtramck, had displays, books and pam-
phlets available to the public portraying dif-
ferent eras and costumes in Ukrainian histo-
ry from earliest times. In 2013, the museum 
organized an exhibit about the local 
Ukrainian diaspora, which was held at the 
Detroit Historical Museum. The exhibit fea-
tured an excellent catalogue compiled by 
Dzvinka Nykorak Hayda, John Nagridge and 
Myroslava Stefaniuk. Over 1,000 pysanky 
(by Dr. Luba Petrusha, Arnie Klein and 
Roman Seniuk) were displayed, and a cata-
logue and newsletter describing the origins 
and symbolism of the Easter eggs were 
available for purchase at the conference. 

The second table featured books by local 
Ukrainian American authors, including sev-
eral books about the history of Ukrainians 
in Detroit, specifically “Ukrainians in 
Detroit” by Michael and Martha Wichorek, 
“Ukrainians of Detroit” by Myrosia 

Stefaniuk and Fred Dohrs, and “Ukrainians 
of Metropolitan Detroit” by Nancy Wichar. 
These were snapped up by attendees and 
highlighted the growing interest generated 
by the session. Ms. Andrushkiw has been 
asked to write an article for the magazine 
of the Historical Society of Michigan. 
Additionally, Michigan State University 
Press has expressed interest in publishing a 
book on Ukrainians for their “Discovering 
the Peoples of Michigan” series.

The two tables were manned by mem-
bers of the Ukrainian American Archives 
and Museum, Ukrainian National Women’s 
League of America Branch 96 and Detroitski 
Novyny/Ukrainian Metro News editorial 
board. These included Chrystyna Nykorak 
(executive director of the museum), Ann 
Buhay, Barbara Melnik Carson, Olga 
Sutaruk-Meyer, Marie Zarycky-Cherviovskiy, 
Catherine Kizyma, Nadia Purnell, Marta 
Kwitkowsky, Maria Kalba, Lidia Gulawsky 
and Ksenia Rychtycka Horobchenko.

The enthusiasm that participants dis-
played at the conference was very uplifting 
as so many of them expressed further inter-
est in learning more about Ukraine and its 
culture. In turn, some of the Ukrainian 
Americans present had the opportunity to 
interact with other immigrant groups and 
local Michigan organizations, and perhaps 
plan for future exchanges.
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At the “Michigan in Perspective” conference are (bottom row, from left): Marie 
Zarycky-Cherviovskiy, Catherine Kizyma, (second row): Nadia Purnell, Barbara-
Melnik Carson, Vera Andrushkiw, Ksenia Rychtycka,Chrystyna Nykorak, Ann 

Buhay and Lidia Gulawsky.

Vera Andrushkiw speaks at the confer-
ence session titled “Adding to the 

Melting Pot: Ukrainians in Detroit.”
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Representatives in which FBI Director 
James Comey was asked about Mr. 
Manafort’s work in Ukraine and allegations 
of contacts between Mr. Manafort and 
Russian intelligence officials.

Mr. Comey declined to talk specifically 
about Mr. Manafort and others with alleged 
ties to Russia, but he did take the rare step 
of confirming that the FBI is investigating 
communications between Russian officials 
and associates of Mr. Trump.

Mr. Manafort resigned from the Trump 
campaign last summer following allega-
tions of contacts with Russian intelligence 
officials, and media reports have indicated 
that the FBI is investigating those allega-
tions. He said previously that he has never 
had contact with Russian agents, at least 
not knowingly.

“It’s not like these people wear badges 
that say, ‘I’m a Russian intelligence officer,’ “ 
he said in February.

The White House tried to distance itself 
from Mr. Manafort as the congressional 
hearing was still under way on March 20, 
with spokesman Sean Spicer describing the 

former campaign chairman as having 
“played a very limited role for a very limit-
ed time.”

Mr. Trump hired Mr. Manafort to head his 
delegate efforts for his Republican primary 
campaign on March 28 last year and kept 
him on staff until he resigned on August 19, 
after the disclosure of the “black ledger.”

Before he worked for Mr. Trump, Mr. 
Manafort worked for more than a decade 
for Russia-friendly political parties and oli-
garchs in Ukraine.

Mr. Yanukovych fled to Russia after being 
pushed from power in February 2014 by 
pro-Western protesters incensed at his deci-
sion to abandon plans for a pact tightening 
Ukraine’s ties with the European Union. Mr. 
Leshchenko was a prominent figure in the 
Euro-Maidan protests and was elected to 
the Verkhovna Rada later in 2014.

Copyright 2017, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
http://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-manafort-
secret-payments-new-evidence-leshchen-
ko/28382167.html).

RFE/RL

A report by the Associated Press says 
that Paul Manafort, U.S. President Donald 
Trump’s former campaign chairman, 
secretly proposed a political strategy to 
benefit Russian President Vladimir Putin 
and undermine his opponents.

Citing several people familiar with pay-
ments to Mr. Manafort and business 
records it obtained, the AP report on March 
22 said that the American businessman 
proposed the plan to Oleg Deripaska, a 
Kremlin-connected Russian tycoon, as 
early as June 2005. 

It said the proposed plan was aimed at 
influencing politics, business dealings and 
news coverage across the United States, 
Europe, and the former Soviet Union in 
ways that would favor Mr. Putin.

Mr. Manafort eventually signed a con-
tract worth $10 million with Mr. Deripaska 
and had a business relationship with him 
until at least 2009, AP said.

The report appears to contradict earlier 
statements by the Trump administration, 
and Mr. Manafort himself, that he had 
never worked for Russian interests.

Mr. Manafort, who resigned in August 
2016 following allegations of contacts with 
Russian intelligence officials and of illicit 
payments related to his previous work for 
Russia-friendly former Ukrainian President 
Viktor Yanukovych’s political party, con-
firmed to AP that he worked for Mr. 
Deripaska.

But he said that the work “did not 
involve representing Russian political 
interests” and was being unfairly depicted 
as “inappropriate or nefarious” as part of a 
“smear campaign.”

In a statement to the news agency, Mr. 
Manafort said that he represented Mr. 
Deripaska almost a decade ago “on busi-
ness and personal matters in countries 
where he had investments.”

AP said that a spokesman for Mr. 
Deripaska in Moscow declined to answer 
questions on Mr. Manafort, though it added 
that in 2008 a company spokesman said the 
magnate had never hired Mr. Manafort’s firm. 

AP cited a U.S. official as saying on condi-
tion of anonymity that Mr. Manafort has 
been a leading focus of a U.S. intelligence 
investigation in the United States of the 
relationship Mr. Trump and his associates 
have had with Russia.

With reporting by AP.

Manafort proposed  
plan to benefit Putin

(Continued from page 1)

Ukraine lawmaker...
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authors have been published. Rights to the 
publishing house’s books have been 
acquired in 21 countries, including China 
and Russia. Known for top-notch transla-
tions and illustrations, first by Volodymyr 
Kharchenko and currently by Vladyslav 
Yerko, the firm brought J. K. Rowling’s 
“Harry Potter” book series to thousands of 
Ukrainian enthusiasts. Ukrainian children’s 
stories, some penned by Mr. Malkovych and 
translated by former First Lady Kateryna 
Yushchenko, like “Honey for Mommy,” have 
been printed in English.

And last year, the publishing house was 
the first to translate the 2016 “Anthology of 
Poetry by Young Americans” into Ukrainian.

Yet, books of Russian origin account for 
about 70 percent of the nation’s book mar-
ket, according to a Verkhovna Rada explan-
atory note on a bill regarding literary con-
tent. Russia’s market share is shrinking in 
dollar terms, though. 

Whereas Ukraine imported $33 million 
worth of Russian books in 2012, according 
to Deputy Prime Minister Vyacheslav 
Kyrylenko, only $2 million worth came in 
for the first eight months of 2016. 

Before entering the business world, Mr. 
Malkovych was an established writer 
whose career rose quickly. 

His first poetry collection was published 

when he was 23, and the next year, 1986, 
he was accepted to the Union of Writers of 
Ukraine. 

Ms. Kostenko, a legendary Ukrainian nov-
elist and poet, once described his work as the 
“most delicate violin of Ukrainian poetry.”

Indeed, before studying philology at 
Kyiv’s Taras Shevchenko University, Mr. 
Malkovych learned how to play the violin at 
the Ivano-Frankivsk Music Academy. 

“It [violin playing] was very difficult, 
especially in childhood, when you scrape-
scrape on that little fiddle with fish-like 
strings and all they do is squeak… It is 
unnatural,” he said. 

But once his child started learning to 
read, Mr. Malkovych borrowed $1,500 from 
his son’s godfather that he repaid 15 days 
earlier than the five-month term after the 
36-page “Ukrainian Alphabet” took off. 

Now, he gives money away. Mr. 
Malkovych said he’ll donate the $8,900 
Shevchenko prize money to children whose 
parents were killed in the Russian-
instigated war in the Donbas. 

His first illustrator, Mr. Kharchenko, has 
been fighting in the east for the last 18 
months and promised to help him find 
needy recipients. 

 “I would like to personally donate the 
money so that I’m assured it will go directly 
to the children. This is important to me,” 
Mr. Malkovych said. 

The other three Shevchenko Prize recipi-
ents for 2017 were: Stepan Koval (cinema), 
Mykola Malyshko (art) and Bohdan Frolyak 
(music).

The front cover of the first book pub-
lished by A-BA-BA-HA-LA-MA-HA, 
“The Ukrainian Alphabet.” Released in 
1992, it offered a short poem to go with 

each letter of the Ukrainian alphabet. 

The Ivano-Frankivsk Oblast native then 
called for a law that will predominantly 
replace Russian with the Ukrainian lan-
guage in media, including television and 
radio, and on advertisements by introduc-
ing quotas. 

Noting that “language is the most signifi-
cant marker of national self-identity,” Mr. 
Malkovych invoked the 19th century Irish 
nationalist Thomas Davis by saying that “a 
nation should defend its language more 
than its territory…”

He added, “if there’ll be Ukrainian lan-
guage here, then we’ll have order; and if 
not, then we’ll have an eternal Putin [a ref-
erence to Russian President Vladimir 
Putin], no matter what he may be called.”

Another historical reference was to 
Winston Churchill. Mr. Malkovych cited an 
unconfirmed incident during World War II 
when someone asked to cut arts funding to 
help the war effort and the British prime 
minister allegedly replied, “Then what are 
we fighting for?” [It is verifiably true, howev-
er, that Churchill supported the arts. He is 
known to have stated: “The arts are essential 
to any complete national life. The state owes 
it to itself to sustain and encourage them…”]

In reality, Ukraine’s soldiers fighting in 
the Donbas against Russian aggression, 
including those who speak Russian, are 
also fighting for the “identity of Ukrainian, 
and Russia doesn’t want to allow this,” he 
told The Ukrainian Weekly in his down-
town office on March 15. 

His books – over a half a million of which 
were sold last year – have done much to 
promote the Ukrainian language, which 
was forbidden or limited in various forms 
and dozens of times by foreign rulers since 
the 17th century. 

So, by 1992, when he established A-BA-
BA-HA-LA-MA-HA – named after a phrase 
used by writer Ivan Franko for children 
learning to read phrases – there were no 
quality alphabet books around for his 
growing son to read. 

Only Soviet, Russian-language books 
were available. Meanwhile, the Ukrainian-
language Veselka publishing house based 
in Kyiv was in financial trouble, so “on a 
train trip it struck me to publish an alpha-
bet book that would start with ‘angel’ for 
the letter ‘A,’” he said. 

Asked why he chose such a long, diffi-
cult-to-pronounce name for his business, 
Mr. Malkovych said he never treated pub-
lishing as one. 

“It was never about selling books for 
money, but investing money for the sake of 
books… I never sacrificed on quality… 
[back in 1992] I knew I had to make the 
best book that I could with the text, design 
and printing,” he said. 

A-BA-BA-HA-LA-MA-HA invokes a “grin… 
the name induces joy,” he commented.

That playful humor extends to the “rec-
ommended” age group – “from 2 to 102 
years” for the literature he publishes – 
which started off as being exclusively chil-
dren’s books. 

The firm’s reputation for high-quality 
Ukrainian-language books quickly grew to 
publishing such stalwarts as Lina Kostenko, 
Yuri Andrukhovych, and Serhiy Zhadan. 
The latter two are who Mr. Malkovych said 
deserved the Shevchenko Prize this year 
more than him. 

“I never strove for the prize… I declined 
the nomination three times before since 
2006… take Zhadan – a new Shevchenko 
Prize selection committee member – he, 
today, is perhaps, the most relevant poet,” 
Mr. Malkovych said. 

A few business figures do interest the 
publisher, however. 

Sales rose by 54 percentage points in 
2014-2016, he said, to over a half a million 
books last year. So has the firm’s repertoire 
over the years. The works of over 100 

(Continued from page 1)

Shevchenko Prize...

Courtesy of A-BA-BA-HA-LA-MA-HA
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JENKINTOWN, Pa. – On Thursday, April 
6, at 2 p.m. in the Manor College auditori-
um, Manor College will host a dialogue on 
the topic “Ukraine – Education as the 
Battlefront of Democracy.”

This dialogue will examine the most cru-
cial areas of educational reform needed in 
Ukraine in order to protect and preserve 
free and democratic ideals. Currently, the 
chief looming crises in Ukrainian education 
are conflicting ideals held by post-Commu-
nist era sympathizers who have failed to 
embrace Western philosophies, and pay-to-
GPA corruption, whereby those entrusted 
with educating Ukraine’s students are 
accepting cash for grades. 

Is there hope for reform and increased 
international credibility of the Ukrainian 
educational system? Can the Ukrainian 
community and concerned Americans help 
Ukraine to resolve these crises? The dia-
logue at Manor will seek to answer these 
questions.

The dialogue and the preceding lun-
cheon are open to the general public, the 
Ukrainian community throughout the 
region and students. The fee for the lun-
cheon is $25 and registration for the lunch 
(12:30 p.m.) and free program (2 p.m.) are 
both online at www.manor.edu/ukraine.

This event looks to encourage communi-
ty engagement and participation in a way 
that fosters new and additional support for 
Ukraine from an educational perspective. 
Dr. Serhiy Kvit, former minister of educa-

tion and science of Ukraine and current 
professor of the Kyiv-Mohyla School of 
Journalism; Alex Kuzma, executive director 
of the Ukrainian Catholic Education 
Foundation; and Dr. Andriy V. Zagorodnyuk, 
vice-rector of Vasyl Stefanyk Precarpathian 
National University, will lead the conversa-
tion at Manor College discussing this 
important topic. 

 “In the same way that our ‘Ukraine: 
Humanitarian Efforts’ program’s call to 
action yielded 70 satchels of clothing and 
baby care products for the peoples of 
Ukraine,” said President Jonathan Peri of 
Manor College, “our call to action for this 
program asks what we can do as a commu-
nity to support stronger education and the 
fostering of democratic ideals for the stu-
dents of Ukraine’s institutions of post-sec-
ondary education. If we don’t ask this ques-
tion as the only existing institution of high-
er education founded by Ukrainian Sisters 
in America, who will?”

*  *  *
Located in suburban Philadelphia, 

Manor College is a private college offering 
more than 38 associate’s degree programs 
in allied health, science and math; business, 
technology and legal studies; and liberal 
arts to traditional and adult students. 
Manor College provides its students with 
excellent academic and transformative 
opportunities that instill the importance of 
lifelong learning. More information is avail-
able at www.manor.edu.

Manor to host dialogue about education
as the battlefront of democracy in Ukraine

At the hearing on March 20, defense 
lawyer Aleksandr Popkov called for the 
trial to be held in a larger courtroom in 
order to let more journalists cover it and 
provide more space for the participants. He 
said that there was not enough room for 
him and the other defense lawyer to orga-
nize their papers and no table at all for Mr. 
Semena.

Prosecutor Svetlana Udinskaya argued 
strenuously against the motion, calling the 
defense team “capricious” and adding, 
“Next time, the defense will demand coffee 
in bed.”

But the judge, Nadezhda Shkolnaya, had 
already promised that a larger space would 
be found and said it would take some time. 
She adjourned the trial until April 3.

The start of Mr. Semena’s trial followed a 
European Parliament resolution last week 
calling on Moscow to free more than 30 
Ukrainian citizens who are in prison or face 
other conditions of restricted freedom in 
Russia, Crimea and parts of eastern 
Ukraine that are controlled by Russia-
backed separatists.

The nonbinding resolution urged Russia 
“to allow all the above-mentioned people to 
travel freely, including Mykola Semena, 
who is being prosecuted for his journalistic 
work for Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty.”

Washington last week also called on 
Russian authorities “to drop spurious 
charges against Mr. Semena and release 
him and all other Ukrainians held by Russia 
for political reasons.”

And 10 members of the U.S. Congress 
signed a letter urging prosecutors to drop 
the charges, which they said appeared to be 
“part of a concerted effort by Russian and 
Russian-backed authorities to clamp down 
on independent media.”

Russia seized control of Crimea in March 
2014 after sending in troops without insig-
nia, engineering a takeover of the regional 

legislature, and staging a referendum that 
was swiftly dismissed as illegitimate by 
Ukraine, the United States and a total of 
100 countries in the U.N. General Assembly. 

Both the European Union and the United 
States used the occasion of the third anni-
versary of the seizure of Crimea to 
denounce it.

Moscow has portrayed its takeover of 
Crimea as necessary to protect ethnic 
Russians and other residents of the penin-
sula from oppression by pro-Western offi-
cials that took power in Kyiv following the 
2014 ouster of Ukrainian President Viktor 
Yanukovych.

That narrative is rejected by Ukraine and 
Western governments, which accuse 
Russian-backed authorities in Crimea of 
rights abuses against Crimean Tatars and 
others opposed to Moscow’s rule there.

Natalya Poklonskaya, the former Russia-
installed prosecutor-general in Crimea who 
filed the charges against Mr. Semena and 
who now serves in the Russian Parliament, 
has accused RFE/RL’s Krym.Realii of pro-
viding “justification for acts of sabotage and 
extremism” and inciting “ethnic hatred.”

Mr. Semena’s words to reporters on 
March 20 echoed remarks he made to RFE/
RL late last month, when he said there was 
no evidence he committed a crime because 
“the status of Crimea is not clear, even within 
the framework of the Russian Federation.”

He said Crimea “is a disputed territory 
which is the subject of an animated discus-
sion all over the world,” and that he has the 
right under international law and Russian 
legislation “to participate in this discus-
sion” and express his point of view.

With reporting by RFE/RL’s Ukrainian 
Service. 

Copyright 2017, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
http://www.rferl.org/a/separatist-trial-
crimea-ukraine-russia-semena/28378828.
html).

(Continued from page 3)

RFE/RL contributor...
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Through June 30 Petrykivka Art Spring exhibit, featuring the collection of 
Somerset, NJ  Yuri Mischenko and Natalie Pawlenko, Ukrainian Historical
 and Educational Center, www.ukrhec.org

March 27-28 Pysanka workshop, Ukrainian Historical and 
Somerset, NJ Educational Center, www.ukrhec.org

March 28 Film screening and discussion, “Women of Maidan,” by Olha
Washington Onyshko, U.S. Capitol Visitor Center Congressional 
 Auditorium and Atrium, https://www.eventbrite.com/e/the-
 role-of-women-in-the-revolution-of-dignity-tickets-32847183811

March 29 Discussion, “Kleptocracy and Democracy: A Discussion with
Washington Ben Judah,” Hudson Institute, 202-947-2400 or www.hudson.org

March 30 Presentation by Alisa Sopova, “Separatist Wonderland: An
Cambridge, MA Eyewitness Account of Life in Occupied Donetsk,” Harvard
 University, www.huri.harvard.edu or 617-495-4053

March 30 Discussion, “The State of Human Rights in Putin’s Russia,”
Washington  Atlantic Council, www.atlanticcouncil.org

March 30 Panel discussion, “U.S. Sanctions on Russia: Evaluating 
Washington Impacts and Costs,” Hudson Institute, www.hudson.org 
 or 202-947-2400

March 30 Discussion, “Recalibrating U.S. Strategy Toward Russia: 
Washington A New Time for Choosing,” Center for Strategic and 
 International Studies, www.csis.org

March 31 Lenten Retreat, League of Ukrainian Catholics of America,
Through April 2 St. Mary Villa Educational and Retreat Center, 
Sloatsburg, NY 201-843-3960 or mchrubec@optimum.net

March 31 Fish Fry dinner, Ukrainian Educational and Cultural
Jenkintown, PA  Center, www.ueccphila.org

March 31 Exhibition, replica of the Shroud of Turin, Holy Trinity 
Through April 6 Ukrainian Catholic Church, 301-421-1739
Silver Spring, MD

March 30 Luncheon presentation by Prof. Taras Hunczak “The 
Whippany, NJ People’s Movement of Ukraine (Rukh),” Carpe Diem Club,
 Ukrainian American Cultural Center of New Jersey, 
 aceuaccnj@gmail.com or 973-590-8026

April 1 Retreat, Ukrainian Orthodox League, St. Francis Center for
Bethlehem, PA Renewal, 610-892-7315

April 1 Ukrainian Easter Festival, St. Mary Ukrainian Orthodox 
New Britain, CT Church, 860-229-3833 or 560-677-2138

April 1 Symposium, “Martyrdom Redefined,” on the 100th 
Jenkintown, PA anniversary of the passing of Bishop Soter Ortynsky, 
 Manor College, www.manor.edu 

April 1 Book launch, “History of Ukraine-Rus’,” by Mykhailo 
New York Hrushevcky (vol. 3), and “Collected Works and 
 Materials” by Mykhailo Zubrytsky (vol. 2), Shevchenko
 Scientific Society, 212-254-5130

April 1 Concert performance by pianist Bohdan Kryvopust, Ukrainian
Chicago Institute of Modern Art, www.uima-chicago.org or 773-227-5522

April 1-2 Ukrainian Easter Bazaar, Holy Trinity Ukrainian Catholic
Silver Spring, MD Church, 301-421-1739 

April 1, 8 Pysanka Workshop, with instruction by Laryssa Czebiniak,
New York Ukrainian Institute of America, www.ukrainianinstitute.org

April 1, 8 Pysanka Workshop, St. Sophia Ukrainian Catholic 
Dallas/Fort  Church, daria1215@verizon.net
Worth, TX

April 2 Pysanka Workshop, St. Michael Ukrainian Catholic 
New Haven, CT Church, 203-269-5909

Entries in “Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to events 
advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome submissions 
from all our readers. Items will be published at the discretion of the editors 
and as space allows. Please send e-mail to mdubas@ukrweekly.com.
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PREVIEW OF EVENTS
Saturday, April 1

NEW YORK: The Shevchenko Scientific 
Society invites all to a launch of new publi-
cations by two members of the Lviv 
Shevchenko Scientific Society: Mykhailo 
Hrushevsky’s “History of Ukraine-Rus’,” vol. 
3, and Mykhailo Zubrytsky’s “Collected 
Works and Materials,” vol. 2. Frank Sysyn, 
full member of the Shevchenko Scientific 
Society and professor of history at the 
University of Alberta, will present these two 
publications of works by members of the 
society in its golden age in Lviv before the 
first world war. The launch will also be a dis-
cussion of the society’s achievements from 
1894 to 1914 and the accomplishments of 
the two scholars, as illustrated by these pub-
lications. Prof. Sysyn serves as editor-in-
chief of the Hrushevsky Translation Project 
and Zubrytsky’s “Collected Works and 
Materials.” The event will take place at the 
society’s building, 63 Fourth Ave. (between 
Ninth and 10th streets), at 5 p.m. For addi-
tional information call 212-254-5130.

JENKINTOWN, Pa.: The Shevchenko 
Scientific Society, Philadelphia Chapter, and 
Manor College invite all for a Symposium on 
the 100th Anniversary of the Passing of 
Bishop Stephen Soter Ortynsky, OSBM, first 
bishop for Ukrainian Catholics in the U.S. 
(1907-1916); titled “Martyrdom Redefined.” 
The symposium will be held at 2-5 p.m. at 
Manor College’s Basileiad Library. 

Registration is at 1:30-2 p.m. Welcoming 
remarks will be given by Jonathon Peri, 
president of Manor College, and the bene-
diction by Metropolitan Archbishop Stefan 
Soroka. The introduction, “Bishop Soter 
Ortynsky Re-Examined,” will be delivered by 
Andrij Szul, Ph.D. The first session will fea-
ture: “Challenges for a Bishop in a 
Missionary Land,” Bishop Basil Losten, D.D. 
LLD; “The Real Stephen Soter Ortynsky,” the 
Very Rev. Ivan Kasczak, Ph.D.; moderator, 
Iryna Ivankovych, Ph.D. The second session 
comprises: “Bishop Ortynsky’s Lifeline: The 
Sisters of St. Basil the Great,” Sister Ann 
Laszok, OSBM; “The Tragic End of Bishop 
Ortynsky – Resolved or Solved?,” Alexander 
Lushnycky, Ph.D.; moderator, Nicholas 
Rudnytsky, M.A. A reception with wine and 
cheese will follow.

Thursday, April 6

NEW YORK: Join us at 7 p.m. for “П’ЯТЬ: 5 
poets whose parents were seagulls.” First-
generation Ukrainian American poets – 
Roman Bilevych, Lila Dlaboha, Olena 
Jennings, Stash Luczkiw and Virlana Tkacz – 
give voice to their times. The event is orga-
nized in conjunction with the exhibition 
“CIM” and National Poetry Month. 
Admission (includes light reception and gal-
lery access) is $10. Arrive early to view the 
current exhibitions. The Ukrainian Museum 
is located at 222 E. Sixth St; telephone, 212-
228-0110; website, www.ukrainianmuse-
um.org.

2017 Spring-Easter Catalog
is available now!

to order a copy, see: www.yevshan.com
or call: 1-800-265-9858


