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Diaspora soccer team takes on legendary Dynamo Kyiv farm teams
by Mark Raczkiewycz

KYIV – To North Americans it’s “soccer,” but to the rest 
of the world it’s “football” – the term most commonly used 
to describe the globe’s premier spectator sport.

Ukraine during the week of April 3-7 saw practitioners 
of what Brazilian soccer legend Pele coined “the beautiful 
game” in a cross-Atlantic duel of three separate matches. 
An amalgamation of 17- and 16-year-old players of 
Ukrainian heritage from the U.S. and Canada formed a 
team to play exhibition matches with farm teams of one of 
Europe’s most titled soccer clubs: Dynamo Kyiv.

It was a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity for the North 
Americans to test their skills against players who live and 
breathe soccer on a daily basis at the club’s football acade-
my where pupils live in a boarding house and practice 
twice a day, except on Sundays, while attending school.

“The purpose of this trip is to give the boys a little bit 
more experience and to show them an international level 
of soccer and also to show them Ukraine,” said Semen Shor, 

by Christopher Guly
Special to The Ukrainian Weekly

OTTAWA – One month after the Canadian 
government announced a two-year exten-
sion of its military training mission in 
Ukraine, Canada formalized its support for 
Ukraine’s sovereignty and security through 
a bilateral defense cooperation agreement 
both countries’ defense ministers signed 
here on April 3.

 “The arrangement will enable us to col-
laborate closely on issues of mutual security 
and defense concerns,” Canadian Defense 
Minister Harjit Sajjan told reporters at the 
signing ceremony at National Defense head-

quarters in Ottawa. “This defense coopera-
tion agreement demonstrates just how 
strongly Canada is committed to Euro-
Atlantic security and our unwavering sup-
port for Ukraine.”

Ukrainian Defense Minister Stepan 
Poltorak, whose remarks were translated 
from Ukrainian, said that the agreement 
“sends a clear message to Russia that there 
are many friends of Ukraine in the world, and 
Canada is one of them – those friends that 
support the idea that Ukraine has the right to 
protect its own territorial integrity and has 
the right to select a proper path for itself.”

Canada and Ukraine sign 
defense cooperation agreement

(Continued on page 11)

BRUSSELS – Addressing the NATO-
Ukraine Commission on March 31, U.S. 
Secretary of State Rex W. Tillerson made it 
clear that the United States and NATO 
“stand firm in our support of Ukraine’s sov-
ereignty and territorial integrity” and 
underscored, “We do not, and will not, 
accept Russian efforts to change the bor-
ders of territory of Ukraine.”

Speaking of U.S. sanctions on Russia 
related to the war in Ukraine’s east, Mr. 
Tillerson stated: “We will continue to hold 
Russia accountable to its Minsk commit-
ments. The United States sanctions will 
remain until Moscow reverses the actions 
that triggered our sanctions.” He added, 
“And Russia must understand there is no 
basis to move forward on the political 
aspects of the Minsk agreements until 
there is visible, verifiable and irreversible 
improvement in the security situation.” 

The secretary of state also pointed to the 
deteriorating situation in the Donbas: “We 
note with alarm the escalating violence 
along the line of contact and the repeated 
targeting of civilian infrastructure by 
Russia-led separatist forces, which poses 
an elevated risk of humanitarian disaster.”

As regards the separate sanctions 
imposed on Russia after its annexation of 
Ukraine’s Crimean peninsula, Mr. Tillerson 
said, “Crimea-related sanctions must 
remain in place until Russia returns control 
of the peninsula to Ukraine.”

The U.S. secretary of state was in 
Brussels for the NATO foreign affairs minis-
ters meeting.

In related news, on April 4 the State 
Department and Russia’s Foreign Affairs 
Ministry announced that Mr. Tillerson will 
visit Moscow on April 12 for talks with 
Foreign Affairs Minister Sergei Lavrov. 
RFE/RL noted that it was unclear whether 
the U.S. secretary of state would meet with 
Russian President Vladimir Putin.

The State Department said the visit “is 
part of our effort to maintain direct lines of 
communication with senior Russian offi-
cials and to ensure U.S. views are clearly 
conveyed, including on next steps in Minsk 
implementation.” Both sides noted that the 
talks would focus on global security, Syria, 
North Korea, Ukraine and other issues.

*  *  *
Following is the full text of Secretary of 

State Tillerson’s remarks to the NATO-
Ukraine Commission. The text was released 
by the U.S. Department of State. 

 Thank you for the opportunity to repre-
sent the United States at this important 
meeting on Ukraine.

Three years ago, Russia’s aggression 
against Ukraine shook the very foundations 
of security and stability in Europe. Today, 
Russia’s ongoing hostility and occupation is 
compromising our shared vision of a 

Tillerson at NATO-Ukraine Commission: 
Our ‘support for Ukraine remains steadfast’

Canadian Defense Minister Harjit Sajjan and Ukrainian Defense Minister Stepan 
Poltorak sign the Canada-Ukraine Defense Cooperation Agreement on April 3.

Ukrainian Canadian Congress

Europe that is whole, free and at peace.
American and NATO support for 

Ukraine remains steadfast. As we have 
repeated at every ministerial and summit 
since Russia launched its campaign of 
aggression against Ukraine, NATO allies 
stand firm in our support of Ukraine’s sov-
ereignty and territorial integrity. We do 
not, and will not, accept Russian efforts to 
change the borders of territory of Ukraine.

We thank Germany and France for their 
determination to find a diplomatic solution 
to the ongoing crisis in eastern Ukraine 
under the Normandy format. We will con-
tinue to support their work to accelerate 
the implementation of the Minsk agree-
ments. NATO solidarity is crucial to finding 
a political solution to this conflict.

We will continue to hold Russia account-
able to its Minsk commitments. The United 
States sanctions will remain until Moscow 
reverses the actions that triggered our 
sanctions.

We note with alarm the escalating vio-
lence along the line of contact and the 
repeated targeting of civilian infrastructure 
by Russia-led separatist forces, which poses 
an elevated risk of humanitarian disaster.

We call on Russia to exercise its influence 
over the separatists to put a stop to the vio-
lence, end the campaign of attacks and 
intimidation against OSCE monitors, and 
facilitate the access they need to do their job.

The OSCE must be able to fulfill its man-
date which included monitoring through-
out the conflict zone and to the internation-

(Continued on page 17)

Dynamo Kyiv’s Yaroslav Nadolskyi (left) connects with the ball 
in midair as Torontonian Daniel Nimilovitch closes in during a 
friendly match on April 3 in Kyiv between Dynamo U.S.A.-

Canada and the under-16 team of Dynamo Kyiv.

FC Dynamo Kyiv/Andriy Kutsan

(Continued on page 20)
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Ukraine one of “bright spots” in report

NEW YORK – Populists’ recent successes 
at the polls in the West have increased fears 
of instability in post-Communist Europe 
and Eurasia against a backdrop of setbacks 
for democratic governance, democracy 
monitor Freedom House has warned. It 
says that over the past year, the United 
Kingdom’s “Brexit” vote to leave the 
European Union, Dutch voters’ opposition 
to an EU Association Agreement with 
Ukraine, and political outsider Donald 
Trump’s election as U.S. president “all 
raised fresh doubts about the fragile post-
Cold War order.” The findings are published 
in the New York-based group’s latest annual 
“Nations In Transit” report, subtitled “The 
False Promise of Populism.” Freedom House 
calls 2016 a triumph for Russian President 
Vladimir Putin, who for the past decade 
“has backed populists in Europe and the 
United States as part of a covert effort to 
destabilize the transatlantic order.” The 
report says that despite Russia’s continuing 
economic stagnation, Mr. Putin “seems tan-
talizingly close to his goal of a new division 
of Europe into Western and Russian 
spheres of influence.” The “Nations in 
Transition” report covers 29 post-Commu-
nist countries of the former Soviet Union 
and in Central and Eastern Europe and the 
Balkans. The report says 18 of them suf-
fered declines this year in their so-called 
democracy scores, leaving more “consoli-
dated authoritarian regimes” in the region 
than “consolidated democracies.” The 
group called Ukraine, Kosovo and Romania 
“bright spots” in the “Nations in Transition 
2017” report. In Ukraine, corruption is still 
widespread and the ongoing military con-
flict in its eastern regions undermines the 
country’s economy. But despite the set-
backs, it says, there have been “significant 
changes” as civil society in Ukraine – with 
the backing of the United States, European 
Union, and the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) – has kept pressure on the gov-
ernment. As part of Ukraine’s reforms, the 
parliament approved wide-ranging judicial 
reforms, including items that required con-
stitutional changes, and put in place a com-
prehensive anticorruption framework mod-
eled on EU best practices, the report says. 

“In our survey, we saw Ukraine continuing 
to make progress in 2016, but at the same 
time there are seriously troubling signs that 
an old guard resistant to building an 
accountable state could still defeat 
reforms,” Mr. Schenkkan said. “What is 
needed is that Ukraine’s international sup-
porters continue the ‘tough love’ approach 
of the last three years supporting local civil 
society.” (RFE/RL)

PEN America to honor Sentsov 

NEW YORK – PEN America has 
announced that it will honor imprisoned 
Ukrainian writer and filmmaker Oleh 
Sentsov with its 2017 PEN/Barbey 
Freedom to Write Award. Mr. Sentsov, a 
native of Crimea who opposed Russia’s 
March 2014 annexation of the Ukrainian 
peninsula, is currently serving a 20-year 
prison term in a maximum-security facility 
on terrorism charges that he and interna-
tional rights groups call politically motivat-
ed. The charges against Mr. Sentsov “have 
been condemned by human rights groups 
as fabrications by a Russian government 
intent on silencing dissent,” PEN America 
said in a statement on March 29. Mr. 
Sentsov was arrested in May 2014 on sus-
picion of planning the fire-bombings of pro-
Russian organizations in Crimea. A Russian 
court convicted him on multiple terrorism 
charges in August of the same year. Mr. 
Sentsov has denied all charges against him, 
saying that a “trial by occupiers cannot be 
fair by definition.” PEN America said Mr. 
Sentsov is widely regarded for work that 
includes two short films, “A Perfect Day for 
Bananafish” and “The Horn of a Bull,” and a 
full-length feature film, “Gamer,” which 
debuted to acclaim at  the 2012 
International Film Festival in Rotterdam. 
His writings include scripts, plays and 
essays, and he has continued to produce 
prolifically from prison, the statement said. 
Since 1987, PEN America – the U.S. branch 
of the world’s leading international literary 
and human rights organization, PEN 
International – has honored more than 50 
writers worldwide with the Freedom to 
Write Award. “The PEN/Barbey Freedom 
to Write Award is a reminder of the heavy 

(Continued on page 12)

 ANALYSIS

by Oleg Varfolomeyev
Eurasia Daily Monitor

President Petro Poroshenko recently 
banned cargo traffic between the areas 
held by Moscow-backed militants in the 
Donbas area and slapped sanctions on the 
Ukrainian subsidiaries of Russian state-
owned banks. This appears logical, given the 
continuing Russian occupation of Crimea 
and assistance to the rebels. However, Mr. 
Poroshenko acted only reluctantly, three 
years after the start of the war, finally acced-
ing to pressure from populist and far-right 
groups. As such, it may signal his growing 
weakness two years ahead of the next elec-
tion campaign. Moreover, the traffic ban and 
the sanctions will be damaging to the 
domestic economy, which resumed growing 
last year after a deep recession in 2014-
2015.

Groups of self-identified veterans backed 
by controversial Ukrainian national depu-
ties began blocking railways in the Donbas 
in January. The government was afraid of 
the economic consequences of this block-
ade, but police did not interfere, apparently 
fearing a nationalist backlash across the 
country (see Eurasia Daily Monitor, 
February 28). The Russia-backed authori-
ties in the occupied Luhansk and Donetsk 
regions responded by “nationalizing” the 
firms that, although located in the areas 
they control, continued to pay taxes to Kyiv 
– notably the steel mills and coal mines of 
Ukraine’s richest businessman, Rinat 
Akhmetov. Mr. Poroshenko used the 
“nationalization” as a pretext to officially 
ban trade with the “rebel”-held areas, there-
by breaking one of the last links between 
occupied Donbas and the rest of Ukraine.

Explaining his decision at a meeting of 
the National Security and Defense Council, 
on March 15, the president said the ban 
would be in place until the enterprises 
seized by the “rebels” are returned to their 
Ukrainian owners. At the same time, Mr. 
Poroshenko blamed the populist parties 
Batkivshchyna and Samopomich for the 
blockade and even claimed that they were 
in cahoots with the “rebels”; thereby, the 
president implicitly admitted political 
defeat on the blockade issue (President.gov.
ua, March 15).

The ban prompted Ukraine’s main credi-
tor, the International Monetary Fund (IMF), 
to again delay the $1 billion fourth tranche 
of its Extended Fund Facility loan, which 
Kyiv has been expecting since December. 
The IMF board was scheduled to approve 
the tranche on March 20, but the Ukrainian 
Ministry of Finance announced on March 19 

that the board meeting would be resched-
uled because of the need to revise Ukraine’s 
economic forecasts due to the cargo traffic 
ban (Minfin.gov.ua, March 19). The central 
bank promptly revised its GDP growth fore-
cast for this year downward to 1.9 percent, 
from the 2.8 percent expected before the 
blockade (Bank.gov.ua, March 21).

The IMF board has not yet made a deci-
sion, probably due to another serious eco-
nomic action by Kyiv. [Editor’s note: On 
April 3, it was reported that the IMF 
approved a $1 billion loan payment to 
Ukraine. See story below.] Following the 
Kremlin’s order for Russian banks to recog-
nize the identity papers issued by the 
Donbas authorities, Ukraine’s powerful 
internal affairs minister, Arsen Avakov, 
called on the country’s central bank to 
adopt sanctions against the Ukrainian sub-
sidiary of Russia’s state-controlled bank 
Sberbank (Facebook.com, March 7). 

The local subsidiaries of various Russian 
banks operating in Ukraine have openly 
stated they did not intend to accept the IDs 
given out by the unrecognized authorities 
in Donetsk and Luhansk. And yet, members 
of the Ukrainian far-right party National 
Corps (Natsionalnyi Korpus) – whose lead-
er, people’s deputy Andriy Biletsky, is 
reportedly linked to Mr. Avakov (liga.net, 
September 16) – began to vandalize 
Sberbank’s outlets across Ukraine. In Kyiv, 
they bricked up the entrance to the bank’s 
head office (UNIAN, March 13). Mr. 
Avakov’s subordinates from the police 
stood by, as they have in previous such inci-
dents, and watched as this took place. 

Ultimately, Mr. Poroshenko yielded to 
this political pressure. On March 16, he 
slapped sanctions on all the local subsidiar-
ies of Russian state-controlled banks – 
Sberbank, Prominvestbank (VEB subsid-
iary), VTB and BM Bank (both owned by 
VTB), as well as VS Bank (Sberbank). These 
financial entities are no longer legally 
allowed to transfer funds to their mother 
banks, and Ukrainian state-owned entities 
are forbidden from dealing with them 
(President.gov.ua, March 16).

While almost half of locally owned 
Ukrainian banks sank amid recession and 
the national currency collapse in 2014-
2016, Russian banks injected enough funds 
into their local subsidiaries to keep all of 
them afloat. As a result, Russian banks 
became the main investors in the Ukrainian 
economy last year (Ukrstat.gov.ua, accessed 
on March 28), thereby contributing to the 
central bank’s efforts to stabilize the 
national currency.

Kyiv stops trade with occupied Donbas, 
slaps sanctions on Russian bank subsidiaries
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RFE/RL

WASHINGTON – The International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) has approved a $1 
billion loan payment to Ukraine.

The IMF is supporting Ukraine with a 
$17.5 billion bailout program in exchange 
for Kyiv implementing reforms and tackling 
corruption.

Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko 
wrote on his Facebook page on April 3 that 
the approval was “further recognition of 
Ukrainian reforms.”

David Lipton, acting chair of the IMF’s 
board, said Ukraine’s economy was show-

ing signs of improvement, with lower infla-
tion and a doubling of international 
reserves. But he said Kyiv still needed to 
tackle corruption “decisively.”

The IMF had postponed the disburse-
ment of the new loan following Kyiv’s 
imposition of a trade embargo on areas 
controlled by Russia-backed separatists in 
the east of the country.

Ukraine received $1 billion from the IMF in 
October, its third tranche of money under the 
bailout program launched in March 2015.

Kyiv has received about $7.6 billion in 
total so far under the program.

Based on reporting by Reuters and AP.

IMF approves $1B loan to Ukraine

(Continued on page 3)
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Putin demands improved Russia-U.S. relations
by Pavel K. Baev

Eurasia Daily Monitor

“Big mistake” – that was how Russian President 
Vladimir Putin recently described the determined efforts 
in the United States to investigate Russia’s interference in 
the U.S. elections last year. He characterized the present 
level of bilateral relations as “close to zero” and warned 
that further “absurd” attempts of “certain political forces” 
to escalate tensions “according to the political calendar” 
would bring the situation to a new “Caribbean crisis” 
(Kremlin.ru, March 30). 

His take on the U.S. political timetables may be confused 
because the next cycle of elections comes only in November 
2018; but his reference to the Cuban Missile Crisis of October 
1962 amounts to a barely veiled threat. Certainly nobody 
today wishes to replay that dramatic historical political stand-
off, which put both sides’ nuclear forces on high alert. So Mr. 
Putin wants Washington to disregard the Russian cyberattack 
and to treat the evidence as “lies and provocations” in order 
to avoid having to respond to the offense – and thus to fore-
stall the necessity for a Russian counteraction.

The Kremlin leader issued this hard-to-refuse offer in a 
rather off-handed manner at a question-and-answer ses-
sion that was the high point of the March 30 international 
forum “Arctic – The Territory of Dialogue,” held in the north-
ern city of Arkhangelsk (Kommersant, March 30). The key 
point of that carefully staged gathering was to lure Western 
investors into joint projects in the Russian Arctic, despite 
the fact that developing the under-explored oil and natural 
gas reserves there will not be cost-effective at this point, 
particularly due to anemic global oil prices (Nezavisimaya 
Gazeta, March 30). 

The presidents of Finland and Iceland were not particu-
larly tempted and instead emphasized environmental and 
climate challenges to the region. But the person Russian 
officials really wanted to see at the forum was U.S. 
Secretary of State Rex Tillerson, whom Moscow expects to 
prioritize energy sector interests (Polit.ru, March 31). Mr. 
Tillerson, however, chose to attend the meeting of NATO 
foreign affairs ministers, in Brussels, where he asserted 
that the Alliance was fundamental to countering Russian 

 NEWS ANALYSIS

More radical voices in the country nevertheless insisted 
that locally operating Russian bank subsidiaries should be 
banished from Ukraine ever since 2014. But the central 
bank argued that they abided by its rules, gave jobs to 
Ukrainians and were relatively stable. Now, the top state 
bank has obeyed Mr. Poroshenko and agreed to the sanc-
tions, which may raise questions among international 
creditors such as the IMF about the Ukrainian central 
bank’s independence. The new sanctions are likely to 
cause more economic damage to Ukraine itself than to the 
Russian banks. They have been looking for buyers anyway, 
cutting their share in the local market to 8 percent from 
the pre-war 45 percent (Interfax, February 7; 
Radiosvoboda.org, March 9); the sanctions will likely only 
speed up their exit. Incidentally, Sberbank had announced 
on March 27 that it was selling its Ukrainian subsidiary. 
The buyers, although linked to Russia, are private entities 
from Latvia and Belarus, so the new sanctions should not 
apply once the deal is closed (Interfax, March 28).

Meanwhile, Moscow continues to destabilize Ukraine 
politically. While it keeps supporting the Donbas militants, 
torpedoing the peace process and integrating the annexed 
Crimean peninsula into Russia, a former Russian national 
deputy who fled to Ukraine last year and testified about the 
Russian invasion, Denis Voronenkov, was shot dead in 
downtown Kyiv on March 23. Another Russian defector and 
former national deputy, Ilya Ponomarev, said Russian 
Federal Security Services (FSB) General Oleg Feoktistov was 
responsible for the murder (Pravda.com.ua, March 23). 

Under the circumstances, an unpopular and weak 
President Poroshenko is arguably left with no options but 
to jump on the bandwagon with the nationalists and act 
tough.

The article above is reprinted from Eurasia Daily Monitor 
with permission from its publisher, the Jamestown 
Foundation, www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 2)

Kyiv stops trade...

aggression. This rhetoric left the Russian Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs perplexed (RBC, March 31).

Mr. Putin expressed a readiness to wait for the U.S. 
administration to sort out the scandals in Washington and 
start working on improving relations with Russia in the 
interests of the “majority” of American people (Grani.ru, 
March 31). Yet, his own bureaucratic machine is demoral-
ized by cadre reshuffling. Prime Minister Dmitry Medvedev, 
in particular, is severely compromised by the most recent 
corruption scandal (Rosbalt, March 31). Mr. Putin himself 
cast doubt on Mr. Medvedev’s status in the much-reduced 
circle of old loyalists, declaring him sick while the prime 
minister was enjoying a skiing holiday. But later, the presi-
dent felt obliged to show confidence by taking Mr. 
Medvedev along on the Arctic trip (Ezhednevny Zhurnal, 
March 30). This did little to help the latter’s reputation: Mr. 
Medvedev’s Twitter post from Franz-Josef Land received 
hundreds of ironic comments with advice that he take up 
permanent residence there (Meduza.io, March 30). 

Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu was the third person 
present along with Messrs. Putin and Medvedev at an off-
the-record session in an ice cave, while Sergei Ivanov, the 
former chief of the presidential administration and Mr. 
Medvedev’s old rival, patiently waited outside (Moskovskii 
Komsomolets, March 29). 

Mr. Putin may need a scapegoat for the protracted eco-
nomic misfortune, and Mr. Medvedev is showing insuffi-
cient zeal in the position of the head of government. 
Nevertheless, keen observers concluded that, based on Mr. 
Medvedev’s bored-looking expression during the 
Arkhangelsk meetings, dismissal is not yet in the cards 
(RBC, March 29).

Mr. Putin’s well-orchestrated political intrigues were off-
set by a series of unauthorized protest marches on Sunday, 
March 26 (see Eurasia Daily Monitor, March 30). They 
were initiated by Alexei Navalny, one of the leaders of the 
underground opposition. Nobody expected tens of thou-
sands of people across all corners of Russia to defy the offi-
cial ban on staging these rallies (RBC, March 27). What 
came as a major surprise for both the authorities and 
opposition leaders was the active involvement of students 
and the younger generation, which used to be quite indif-
ferent to political appeals (Inliberty.ru, March 31). 

Mr. Navalny’s fierce campaign against corruption corre-
sponds to perceptions that the government is totally or sig-
nificantly corrupt (expressed by 79 percent of respondents 
in a recent poll) and targets the belief that this evil could be 

curbed (shared by 74 percent of Russians), but not on Mr. 
Putin’s watch (Levada.ru, March 28). The young urban 
crowd may appear to care little about elections, but they are 
quite immune to the TV propaganda – and the indignation 
over bureaucratic predation and arrogance spreads fast 
through their social networks (Novaya Gazeta, March 28).

Mr. Putin cannot connect with this newly emerged elec-
torate and has a deep fear that the anti-corruption protests 
will explode into a violent “Arab Spring”-type mess (Grani.
ru, March 31). He condemned the protesters’ “illegal” 
actions but remains hesitant about punishing the hundreds 
of detained demonstrators with appropriate severity 
(Novaya Gazeta, April 1). Unleashing the full power of the 
police state against teenagers could antagonize their par-
ents, particularly in the lower middle classes, where the 
pain of economic decline is most severely felt. Truck driv-
ers, for that matter, have attempted another strike, and in 
some areas, like Dagestan, the National Guard troops had 
to be deployed to suppress it (RBC, March 31). 

Throwing Mr. Navalny behind bars is easy, but it could 
trigger a chain reaction of radicalization of the protests and 
brutal violence by the police; the risks of over-reaction, a 
typical feature of authoritarian regimes, could, thus, spiral 
out of control (Carnegie.ru, March 31). Mr. Putin’s courtiers 
planned a year-long dull and tightly managed election cam-
paign, and now they seem to be losing control not only over 
the agenda but also of the schedule (Snob.ru, March 27).

President Putin cannot blame this eruption of protests 
on U.S. sponsorship, but he worries that every street action 
is interpreted in Washington as a sign of the erosion of his 
regime – and he fears appearing weak above everything 
else. While demanding improved relations with the United 
States, he cannot suggest any positive agenda, so he needs 
the U.S. administration to come up with one. A convincing 
show of force is needed to stimulate the Washington estab-
lishment to turn its attention to Russia, and away from 
Russian connections/corruption scandals. 

Any proactive projection of power – from the Arctic to 
the Caucasus, and from Mariupol to Benghazi – is certain to 
produce a new crisis and add to the burden of Russia’s 
interventions. But Mr. Putin may feel that he is more ready 
for a test of wills than his purportedly disunited Western 
opponents.

The article above is reprinted from Eurasia Daily Monitor 
with permission from its publisher, the Jamestown 
Foundation, www.jamestown.org.

  FOR THE RECORD
Jewish, Armenian, Ukrainian, Rwandese communities
issue statement on Genocide Remembrance Month

The Center for Israel 
and Jewish Affairs, the 
A r m e n i a n  N a t i o n a l 
Committee of Canada, the 
U k r a i n i a n  Ca n a d i a n 
Congress and the Humura 
Association issued a joint 
statement on April 3 regarding Genocide Remembrance, 
Condemnation and Prevention Month. 

OTTAWA – On April 24, 2015, the House of Commons 
unanimously passed a historic motion (M-587) desig-
nating the month of April as Genocide Remembrance, 
Condemnation and Prevention Month. With support 
from all major parties represented in the Canadian 
Parliament, the motion recalls the genocides recognized 
by Canada, the Jewish Holocaust, the Ukrainian 
Holodomor, the Rwandan Tutsi Genocide and the 
Armenian Genocide of 1915. The Canadian Parliament 
has also recognized the Bosnian Genocide and the ongo-
ing genocide that is being committed against the Yezidi 
minority in Syria and Iraq today.

The passage of Motion 587 was the realization of a 
joint effort between the Jewish, Armenian, Ukrainian and 
Rwandese communities that sought to bring the issue of 
recognizing, condemning and preventing future geno-
cides to the attention of the international community.

On April 24, 2015, a strong and a united message was 
echoed through the halls of the Canadian Parliament. 
The motion reaffirmed Canada’s commitment to the 
important cause of genocide prevention and recognized 
that the first step to prevention is to ensure that we 
remember and condemn past genocides.

The collaboration of various communities was vital in 
securing the passage of a motion that upheld and contin-
ues to uphold our core values of respect, tolerance and 
intercultural dialogue in a country that diversity is seen 
as a strength rather than a weakness. We strongly 
believe that our collective commitment to justice and 
human rights will become an exemplary model to the 
international community as we strive to make our world 
a more acceptable place for everyone. 

We are confident that successive Canadian govern-
ments will build upon the legacy of this motion and con-
tinue upholding their commitment in remembering and 
condemning past genocides while working to prevent 
future tragedies from taking place. 
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Christ is Risen! Our joyful 
proclamation fills us with hope

Paschal epistle of the Permanent 
Conference of Ukrainian Orthodox 
Bishops Outside the Borders of Ukraine 
to the venerable clergy, monastics and 
faithful of the Ukrainian Orthodox 
Church beyond the borders of Ukraine, 
and to our brothers and sisters in 
Ukraine.

“You fell asleep in the flesh as a mortal, 
O King and Lord; You rose again on the 
third day, raising Adam from corruption 
and abolishing death: Pascha of incorrup-
tion, the Salvation of the world.” 
Exapostilarion)

Very Reverend and Reverend Fathers!  
Dear Brothers and Sisters!

Christ is Risen!
Today the entire Christian world in one 

unified and joyful choir praises the event 
which is without analog in any time or age. 
The entire essence of Christianity rests 
upon the most glorious Resurrection of 
Christ, which contains the answer to the 
mystery of our life and faith. “If Christ is not 
Risen,” says the Apostle Paul, “then our 
preaching is empty and your faith is also 
empty” (1Cor.15:14). Our faith would not 
exist without the Resurrection of Christ, 
and without faith there would be no true 
life, because the Christian faith is the point 
of our life and our spiritual essence. On this 
Paschal night we, in the words of St. John 
Chrysostom, proclaim the victory of life 
over death: “O Death, where is your sting? O 
Hell, where is your victory? Christ is Risen, 
and not one dead remains in the grave.”

Together with this, though, we see and 
hear that our dear ones do die, both the 
young and the old. What, then, is this victo-
ry of Christ over death? There are various 
types of death: there is bodily death, but 
there is something more terrible – spiritual 
death, when the soul dies by removing 
itself from God and cutting itself off from 
Him. All people died this death during the 
millennia before the advent of Christ, hav-
ing lost God as the Source of life.

And so Christ, the Son of God, came 
upon earth. As God He could not die, but 
out of love for us, as a man, He shared our 
fate, ascended the Cross and died for us.

Christ rose from the dead, descended to 
hades, into the abyss of sin, and by His 
entrance there once and for all destroyed 
death, filling all with the wondrous light of 
eternal life.

On this joyous Paschal day we also 
rejoice, dear brothers and sisters, for on 
this day through the Resurrection of Christ 
the salvation of the world was achieved – 
let us rejoice and be glad, for Christ, the 
conqueror of death and hell, opened to us 
the path to eternal life and salvation.

By His Resurrection, Christ opened to us 
the gates of heaven, most especially to all 
those who approach Him with faith, hope 
and love. 

Today all the sorrowful and suffering, 
the infirm and poverty-stricken, all those 
who bear difficult circumstances in this 
earthly life, rejoice as well, for the joy of the 
Resurrection is greater than all temporary 
sorrows and suffering.

St. Paul says that the sufferings of this 
present age are nothing compared to the 
glory and joy which we will experience 
when, by the grace of Christ the Savior, we 
become heirs of the heavenly good things 
and participants in His eternal glory.

We will be joyful and thank God, Who so 
loved us that He gave His Only-begotten 
Son for our salvation and eternal life.

How can we Orthodox Christians 
respond to this unconquerable and divine 
love of our Savior? We should always thank 
God, fulfilling His commandments and 
learn to love every other person as God has 
loved us. We must turn away from every-
thing temporary and passing, turn away 
from love of self and offer up our lives for 
others.

“Pascha” means “passing over” from one 
state to another. “As in ancient times the 
Israelites passed from the slavery of Egypt 
into the promised land, thus our soul 
should pass over from the captivity of sin 
to piety and virtue” (Ven. Abba Dorotheus).

We offer heartfelt greetings to the cler-
gy, deacons and monastics of the Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church in the diaspora during 
this festive, Paschal season, as well as to 
our youth and children. We offer a special 
greeting to our brothers and sisters in 
Ukraine, who are bearing various trials and 
difficulties at this time in defense of their 
homeland. 

May the Risen Christ bring long-awaited 
peace and unity to every Ukrainian family, 
strengthen our faith, fill our hearts with 
spiritual joy and increase our love, so that 
we will be able to fully delight in the joy of 
these bright, Paschal days!

We pray and believe that the Lord God 
will bless our Ukrainian nation, and that 
our Motherland Ukraine will become a 
strong European country. May the blessing 
of the Risen Christ be with all of you.

Truly, Christ is Risen!
With Archpastoral Blessings,

+ Yurij, Metropolitan, 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada

+ Antony, Metropolitan, 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the U.S.A., 
Metropolitan of the Ukrainian Orthodox 

Church in the Diaspora
+ Jeremiah, Archbishop, 

Ukrainian Orthodox Diocese of Brazil and 
South America

+ Daniel, Archbishop, 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the U.S.A.

+ Ilarion, Bishop, 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada

+ Andriy, Bishop, 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada

May the Risen Christ bring 
long-awaited peace and unity

Easter pastoral of the Ukrainian 
Catholic hierarchy of the U.S.A. to our cler-
gy, hieromonks and brothers, religious sis-
ters, seminarians and beloved faithful.

Христос Воскрес! Christ is Risen!
We joyfully sing, “Christ is Risen from 

the dead, trampling death by death, and to 
those in the tombs giving life.” Our joyful 
proclamation fills us with hope!

Grasp in awe the significance of the 
words spoken by the angel to the myrrh-
bearing women who went to the tomb 
early on Easter morning to anoint Jesus’ 
body: “Why look for the living among the 
dead? You won’t find Him here. He is 
Risen!” (Lk 24:5-6). Love is the victor. 
Death is not the end. The end is life, His life 
and our lives through Him, in Him. Our 
existence has depths of beauty, mystery 
and blessings more than the wildest vision-
ary had ever dared to dream. Christ our 
Lord has Risen!

The Risen Christ told the two disciples 
on the road to Emmaus to have courage, 
assuring them that Jesus Christ had over-
come the world. We should not be afraid of 
surpassing our barriers of seeking and liv-
ing the Good News. We are called to be life-
giving. We are called to live as Easter people 
– people of hope. Hope calls us to go beyond 
ourselves, to go broke with our personali-
ties as followers and believers in the Risen 
Christ! Christ’s Resurrection is mirrored in 
our life when we courageously work for our 
salvation and for the salvation of others 
because we desire everyone to be with 
God. The peace of the Risen Christ 
will be with us.

The Risen Christ instructed the myrrh-
bearing women to tell his apostles to gath-
er at Galilee where He will see them (Mt 
28:10). The Risen Christ is with us as we 
gather in our churches to give praise, glory 
and thanksgiving to God, and where we 
receive the blessing, “Peace be with you” 
(Jn 20:19).

We, your hierarchs of our Ukrainian 
Catholic Church in U.S.A., pray that you may 
enjoy a holy, hope-filled, joyful and blessed 
Easter. May our Lord’s victory over sin and 
death, and His promise of peace and eter-
nal life be yours! May you know the peace 
extended to all by the Risen Christ. May you 
grow in your love for the Risen Christ and 
your zealous service of Him. 

God grant you much joy and content-
ment, abundance of good health and the 
assurance of new life in Him as we together 
proclaim that Christ is Risen!

Christ is Risen! Indeed He is Risen!

+ Stefan Soroka (author) 
Archbishop of Philadelphia for Ukrainians 

Metropolitan of Ukrainian Catholics  
in the United States

+ Paul Chomnycky, OSBM 
Eparch of Stamford

+ Bohdan J. Danylo  
Eparch of St. Josaphat in Parma

+ John Bura 
Auxiliary Bishop of Philadelphia

Very Rev. Richard Janowicz 
Apostolic Administrator 

 St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic  
Eparchy in Chicago

An Easter card published by the Ukraine 3000 International Charitable Foundation.

 EASTER PASTORAL LETTERS

Explore the archives of The Ukrainian Weekly and Svoboda online:
www.ukrweekly.com  •  www.svoboda-news.com

Self Reliance New York Federal Credit Union
Selfreliance Ukrainian American Federal Credit Union

SUMA (Yonkers) Federal Credit Union
Heritage Foundation of 1st Security Federal Savings Bank
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and others
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The first Ukrainian Days of 2017 – and the first to be held during the Trump 
administration – were on March 8-9 in Washington with nearly four dozen 
Ukrainian Americans from 12 states and the District of Columbia participating. 
Group members visited the offices of more than 50 members of Congress to per-
sonally press their concerns about Russia’s war against Ukraine and the urgency of 
strong U.S. support for Ukraine. It was also a valuable learning experience on 
which further advocacy can be built, as the activists attended several briefings and 
a House Foreign Affairs Committee hearing, and received an information package 
on “How Congress Can Assist Ukraine.”

The director of the Ukrainian National Information Service (UNIS), Michael 
Sawkiw Jr., explained that, although such Ukrainian Days were usually held once a 
year, “since the election of a new Congress and president in November 2016, as 
well as renewed Russian aggression in Ukraine, …once again Ukrainian Americans 
must send the message that Ukraine’s fight for democracy and independence is 
not a battle that it can fight alone.” He added that there will be several such advoca-
cy events this year.

A front-page news story about Ukrainian Days appeared in this newspaper on 
March 19; in the March 26 issue, the Michigan delegation followed up with a sepa-
rate report on its activity. (Next week, on our UKELODEON page, we’ll carry a high 
school student’s article about the participation of a Philadelphia-area Ukrainian 
studies school’s civics group.)

Now, UNIS is encouraging Ukrainian Americans to follow up on the Ukrainian 
Days mission by conducting similar advocacy on the local level in their states and 
congressional districts. To that end, UNIS has prepared new briefing materials on 
Ukraine-related bills that have been introduced in Congress. A letter from UNIS 
points out: “By maintaining contact with your elected officials on a local level, the 
community can enhance and further encourage their active support of our issues of 
concern. Therefore, UNIS encourages all communities to contact their elected repre-
sentatives and participate in this initiative on the local level by meeting with your 
respective members of Congress in their district offices during the upcoming April 
congressional recess period (April 7-23).” [Copies of the materials may be request-
ed from UNIS by calling 202-547-0018 or e-mailing unis.sawkiw@comcast.net.]

UNIS cites a number of significant bills and resolutions that should be promot-
ed: S. 94, the Counteracting Russian Hostilities Act of 2017; S. 341, the Russian 
Sanctions Review Act of 2017; H.R. 463, the Crimea Annexation Non-Recognition 
Act; H.R. 830, the STAND for Ukraine Act; H.R. 1059, the Russia Sanctions Review 
Act of 2017; and H.R. 1751, the Counteracting Russian Hostilities Act of 2017.

Also important are a number of resolutions: S. Res. 54, Expressing unwavering 
commitment of the United States to NATO; S. Res. 100, Condemning illegal Russian 
aggression in Ukraine on the three-year anniversary of the annexation of Crimea; 
H. Res. 88, Calling on the Russian Federation to stop the violence in Ukraine. 

In a nutshell, these bills and resolutions advocate: rejection of Russia’s illegal 
annexation of Crimea and reinforcement of Ukraine’s territorial integrity; mainte-
nance of sanctions on Russia for its invasion of Ukraine and imposition of addition-
al sanctions on Russia for its cyberattacks and other aggressive activities; insis-
tence that Russia honor the Minsk accords and stop financing the “separatists” in 
eastern Ukraine; as well as continued U.S. support of NATO. In addition, UNIS con-
tinues to promote the designation of Ukraine as a Major Non-NATO Ally, a status 
being sought by Ukraine that confers military and financial advantages which 
would facilitate an effective response to Russian aggression and, in short, would 
help Ukraine defend itself.

All these bills and resolutions reflect our community’s concerns, and it 
behooves us all to do our utmost to secure their passage.

The Ukrainian Weekly

Two years ago, on April 9, 2015, Ukraine’s Parliament 
approved a series of historic bills that took unprecedented deci-
sive steps to part with the country’s Soviet legacy.

One of the bills recognizes on the state level all those who 
fought for Ukrainian independence in the 20th century, most 
notably the Ukrainian Insurgent Army (UPA) that was launched 

in 1943 to fight both the Nazis and the Soviet Red Army. The bill, titled, “On the Legal 
Status and Honoring the Memory of Fighters for Ukrainian Independence in the 20th 
Century,” includes the UPA, the Ukrainian Sich Riflemen, the Ukrainian National Republic, 
government bodies of Carpatho-Ukraine, the Ukrainian Helsinki Union and dozens of oth-
ers. The bill attracted 271 votes (45 more than was necessary for passage). Yurii 
Shukhevych, the son of legendary UPA commander Roman Shukhevych and a member of 
the Radical Party headed by Oleh Liashko, was the author and sponsor of the bill.

The bill offers benefits to those recognized as having fought for Ukraine’s independence 
and requires the state to raise public awareness of the history of the liberation struggle of 
Ukraine, to develop and improve school textbooks on the struggle, and to organize pro-
grams and events commemorating the struggle.

A second bill, “On Condemning the Communist and National-Socialist (Nazi) Totalitarian 
Regimes on Ukraine and Forbidding the Propaganda of their Symbols,” required the removal 
of all public Soviet symbols and monuments, and the renaming of all cities and towns and 
villages bearing Soviet names. The largest city in Ukraine affected by the bill was 
Dnipropetrovsk, named after Grigory Petrovsky – a leader of the Red Terror of 1918-1923 
and the Holodomor of 1932-1933. The city of 993,000 residents was renamed Dnipro.

April
9

2015

Turning the pages back...

by Paul Goble

Arguing that the Estonians, Latvians and 
Lithuanians are more Russophobic than 
any other nation in the world, the Russian 
propaganda site, SputnikPogrom, outlines 
how Moscow must work to split up the 
three countries into smaller units dominat-
ed by ethnic and linguistic minorities in 
order to put them on course for reabsorp-
tion into a Russian empire.

The 3,500-word unsigned article titled 
“How We Will Reorganize the Baltic Region” 
is one of the most detailed offerings of its 
kind – something intended to support 
Moscow’s claim that the three Baltic coun-
tries are not full-fledged states and to sow 
fear and division in each of them (sputnikip-
ogrom.com/empire/baltic-states/68062/
plan-for-baltics/#.WNOGaaIpDIX).

The article begins with a broad attack on 
the three: “The Balts to this day,” it says, “are 
conducting an ethnocide against the 
Russian people,” they supported Chechen 
separatists in the 1990s, and “applaud” 
Ukrainian separatists now. They are a NATO 
place des armes against Russia, and they all 
have “territorial claims” against Russia.

Despite what their governments claim 
and what many in the West believe, the 
portal says, “the countries of the Baltic 
region are not monolithic. Each has its own 
wound which Russia not only can but must 
exacerbate… in order to completely reform 
the political space [there] in the national 

interests of Russia without war or a clash 
with NATO.”

The way forward, SputnikPogrom says, 
is to “support regionalists” in each of the 
three, to “assist” those in various parts of 
Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania to recover 
their genuine identities that Tallinn, Riga 
and Vilnius have sought to repress, to pro-
mote the rights of Russian speakers, and to 
transform the historical narratives of the 
three countries.

Among the mechanisms Moscow should 
use, the portal continues, are “promoting 
the historical memory of residents of the 
regional communities,” demanding that 
they be given “regional autonomy or self-
administration,” and “the transformation of 
regional dialects into independent languag-
es or alternatively the revival of ancient but 
now forgotten languages.”

All those things are intermediate steps 
toward the acquisition by these regions of 
“independence” from the three Baltic coun-
tries and then either their integration into 
Russia in the manner of Crimea and 
Sevastopol or their close alliance with 
Moscow on the pattern of South Ossetia or 
Abkhazia.

But the portal argues that “the most like-
ly points of potential instability and thus 
for the application of soft force are [the 
three Baltic capitals], where a significant 
part of the population consists of represen-

by Paul Goble

Western countries imposed sanctions on 
Russia following Vladimir Putin’s violation 
of international law in annexing Ukraine’s 
Crimea and creating an anti-Kyiv insurgency 
in the Donbas on the assumption that such 
sanctions would impose costs high enough 
to force the Kremlin to change course.

To the extent that some of the sanctions 
affected the Russian population as a whole, 
however, the logic behind them was faulty. 
Any suffering of the Russians as a whole 
would have much less impact on the 
authoritarian Putin regime than it would 
have in a democracy; and indeed, given the 
Kremlin’s control of the media, that suffer-
ing could be blamed on the West.

That meant the most effective sanctions 
would be those that hit Mr. Putin’s circle. If 
they suffered enough, either by not being 
able to travel or by not being able to engage 
in their pursuit of wealth, their attitudes 
could potentially have a powerful impact 
on Mr. Putin’s decision. Indeed, again at 
least in principle, it could force Mr. Putin to 
conform to international law.

But now Mr. Putin has found a way to 

limit the impact of the latter kind of sanc-
tions even as he has lied about and ignored 
the impact of others: he has pushed 
through a measure in the Russian 
Parliament that will mean that those suffer-
ing personal sanctions from the West will 
not have to pay Russian taxes while those 
sanctions are in place.

In a more open political system, such 
blatant taking care of friends could in itself 
impose a high political cost. But the Putin 
regime is presenting this as a simple matter 
of justice in which Moscow is simply help-
ing out those the West wants to punish. 
(For a discussion of this measure, see echo.
msk.ru/blog/ganapolsky/1949104-echo/.)

This latest Putin move does not mean 
that sanctions should be ended. Instead, it 
means that they must be extended to hurt 
Mr. Putin and his entourage more directly. 
That will require both that the West decide 
to go after the wealth these Russians have 
sent abroad and other measures like cut-
ting Russia off from the SWIFT financial 
settlements system.

And it will require something else: 
Western governments which support sanc-
tions and which have the ability to broad-
cast into the Russian Federation need to 
step up their efforts to communicate the 
way that Mr. Putin is protecting his friends 
but not the Russian people by his actions.

Western governments have always main-
tained the Russian people are not the enemy 
and that their problems are with the Putin 
regime. Now is the time to demonstrate that 
not only by further actions against the 
Russian plutocracy but also by communicat-
ing to the Russian people that it is their own 
government and not the West that is respon-
sible for the problems they face.

Moscow outlet describes how Russia
should break up the Baltic countries

Putin finds a way to limit impact of sanctions
on his friends – and also on his policies

(Continued on page 13)

Following up on Ukrainian Days

 WINDOW ON EURASIA

Paul Goble is a long-time specialist on 
ethnic and religious questions in Eurasia 
who has served in various capacities in the 
U.S. State Department, the Central 
Intelligence Agency and the International 
Broadcasting Bureau, as well as at the Voice 
of America and Radio Free Europe/Radio 
Liberty and the Carnegie Endowment for 
International Peace. The article above is 
reprinted with permission from his blog 
called “Window on Eurasia” (http://windo-
woneurasia2.blogspot.com/).

(Continued on page 17)
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by Halya Coynash 
Kharkiv Human Rights  

Protection Group

It is amazing what the death of a Russian 
U.N. ambassador can achieve.  Russian 
President Vladimir Putin’s press secretary 
Dmitry Peskov is now claiming that the 
Kremlin never received a letter from ex-
Ukrainian President Viktor Yanukovych ask-
ing Russia to send in troops to Ukraine.  The 
Russian prosecutor general recently issued 
a similar denial.  So what precisely did the 
now deceased Vitaly Churkin wave about at 
the United Nations, claiming that it had 
been received on March 1, 2014, and why 
did President Putin himself speak of such an 
appeal from Mr. Yanukovych as grounds for 
the deployment of Russian forces? 

The most direct mention of the letter was 
during an emergency session of the U.N. 
Security Council. Since this was called by 
Russia, it is inconceivable that Ambassador 
Churkin had not confirmed his position and 
the supposed backing for it provided by the 
Yanukovych letter with Moscow. 

Mr. Churkin specifically stated that the 
letter was dated March 1, 2014.  This is very 
important, since it was precisely on that day 
that Mr. Putin asked the upper house of 
Russia’s Parliament for permission to 
deploy forces in Ukraine.  This was suppos-
edly “in connection with the extraordinary 
situation in Ukraine and the threat to the 
lives of Russian citizens.”  Permission was 
swiftly provided. 

During a press briefing on March 4, 
2014, Mr. Putin stated the following: ”What 
could serve as grounds for the use of the 
armed forces?  This is, of course, an 
extreme situation, simply extreme. It is 
firstly an issue of legitimacy. As you know, 
we have a direct appeal from the current 
and legitimate, as I have already said, 
President of Ukraine Yanukovych, about the 
use of armed forces for the defense of the 
life, freedom and health of Ukrainian citi-
zens ...And, if we see that this lawlessness is 
beginning in eastern regions, if people ask 
us for help, and we already have an official 
appeal from the current legitimate presi-
dent, we reserve the right to use all means 
at our disposal to protect these citizens. 
And we consider that this is entirely legiti-
mate.  That is an extreme measure.”

All of this came just days after Russian 
soldiers without insignia seized control in 
Crimea.  Russia long denied that the sol-
diers were Russian, then Mr. Putin himself 
admitted that the plans for “intervention” 
had begun many days earlier. 

Mr. Yanukovych fled Kyiv in the evening 
of February 21, 2014, and is now in hiding 
in Russia, where he is periodically brought 
out to parrot the Kremlin line on develop-
ments in the Donbas and Ukraine in gener-
al. Ukraine’s Parliament recently passed a 
flawed bill enabling the ex-president to be 
tried in absentia, and one of the pieces of 
evidence of treason that Ukraine’s 
Prosecutor General Yuriy Lutsenko has 
cited is the alleged letter to Mr. Putin. 

The “proof” of the letter had, in fact, 
always seemed questionable, since Ukraine 
received only a faxed copy, which had been 
passed by Mr. Churkin to the U.N. office.  
TASS reports that, in an interview on 
February 22, of this year, Mr. Yanukovych 
denied having asked Russia to send in forc-
es, though in fact he does not deny writing 
something, saying: “It firstly wasn’t a letter, 
but a statement…”  

Now the Kremlin is denying receiving 
anything – whether letter or statement. 

Ambassador Churkin is dead, and there-
fore conveniently unable to confirm or 
deny anything.

He was, however, Russia’s ambassador 
to the U.N. throughout this period, and the 
claims he made and the document he bran-
dished about were widely published by 
Russian and pro-Russian media.  The 
Kremlin-funded Russia Today, for example, 
gave it very considerable coverage on 
March 3, reporting that Mr. Churkin 
showed and read out excerpts of the letter.

Russia Today reported: “Vitaly Churkin 
says ousted Ukrainian President Viktor 
Yanukovych has sent a letter to Putin ask-
ing him to use military force in Ukraine to 
restore law and order.  ‘Under the influence 
of Western countries, there are open acts of 
terror and violence,’ Churkin quoted the 
letter from Yanukovych to Putin in the third 
emergency meeting of the U.N. Security 
Council.  ‘People are being persecuted for 
language and political reasons,’ Churkin 
read. ‘So in this regard, I would call on the 
president of Russia, Mr. Putin, asking him to 
use the armed forces of the Russian 
Federation to establish legitimacy, peace, 
law and order, stability and defending the 
people of Ukraine.’ After reading the letter, 
Churkin held up a copy of the original letter 
from Yanukovych to Putin for council mem-
bers to look at.”

News of the Yanukovych letter, real or 
fictitious, was carefully timed to coincide 
with a carte blanche given to Mr. Putin to 
send troops, without any declaration of 
war, into another country’s sovereign terri-
tory. 

It should be noted that the theme of 
such “calls to bring in troops” has emerged 
many times over the last three years.  
Embarrassing details about how the calls 
were organized can be found in the 
“Glazyev tapes.” These are intercepted calls 
between Sergei Glazyev, a senior Putin 
advisor, and various individuals, including 
some “pro-Russian activists” discussing the 
organization of pro-Russian uprisings. 

Mr. Glazyev, and it is recognizably him, 
can be heard clearly articulating the posi-
tion that all uprisings need to appear to 
come from locals, with it particularly desir-
able for councils, etc. to appeal to Russia to 
intervene. 

One of the conversations on the situation 
in Odesa is with Denis Yatsyuk, one of the 
people ready to storm the administration 
and appeal to Russia for “help”. Mr. Yatsyuk 
tells Mr. Glazyev that there are people, but 
they need guarantees, and is told by Mr. 
Glazyev not to worry, because the Council of 
the Federation (the Russian Parliament’s 
upper house) has just rubberstamped Mr. 
Putin’s decree.  It is clear from Mr. Glazyev’s 
reassurances that the decree allowing 
deployment of troops is meant.  He stresses 
that there need to be mass appeals directly 
to Mr. Putin asking him and Russia to 
defend them.  They must, however, also 
organize a decision from an extraordinary 
session of the regional council.

This was exactly what the activists 
attempted to do.  The attempt failed, thanks 
to pro-Ukrainian deputies, but the evidence 
all clearly shows that they were trying to 
produce the scenario that Mr. Glazyev had 
outlined. 

The Yanukovych letter was equally part 
of an orchestrated plan.  Certainly if Mr. 
Yanukovych’s signature could be proven on 
a letter received by the Kremlin, it would be 

Russia now says it lied about Yanukovych letter
used as pretext to send troops to Ukraine

What do you do when you’re lost? 
Psychologists tell us that men and women 
react differently. Loathe to confess error or 
even admit to being lost, men typically 
forge ahead, hoping to eventually stumble 
upon the right path. Women retrace their 
steps to the wrong turn and set forth anew. 
While this seems more prudent, it requires 
you to identify the wrong turn. 

Is the same true of history? If a society, 
or a civilization, has gotten lost, can it go 
back to its wrong turn and try a different 
path? One cannot, of course, reverse the 
course of events. But one can rethink a 
train of ideas that have led to an ideological 
dead end. One can go back to the point of 
error and take a different course of 
thought, and thus of action. 

Were the events of a century ago in 
Russia and Ukraine a wrong turn in the 
ideological as well as the historical sense? 
The answer can help us decide whether we 
need to go back and start all over again in 
our socio-economic and political thinking. 
This is not because today’s wave of popu-
list and nationalist revolts against the post-
war edifice of Western liberal democracy 
(in Britain, France, Hungary, Poland, and 
now the U.S.A.) may bear some slight 
resemblance to the chain of revolutions 
that was sweeping the world from China to 
Mexico a century ago. It is rather because 
neither populism, nor neo-nationalism, nor 
neo-liberalism offers a satisfactory path. 
We have lost our way, and it may be useful 
to ask whether 1917 can help us identify 
our mistake. 

There were, in fact, several epochal 
events in 1917. In March, Tsar Nicholas II 
abdicated and ceded to a liberal democrat-
ic Provisional Government (which, some 
would say, might have led to the peaceful 
evolution of the Russian Empire into a fed-
eration of independent republics). But in 
November, the radical socialist Bolsheviks 
staged a coup d’état. In the following year 
they dissolved the Constituent Assembly, 
withdrew from the war, took over the 
country by force of arms and set Russia on 
a new political course. The real revolution, 
one can argue, took place in the late 1920s 
and 1930s, when Stalin turned a back-
wards agricultural society into a powerful 
modern industrial state, at the cost of mil-
lions of lives. In 1917-1918 a moderately 
socialist Ukraine moved gradually from 
autonomy to independence, and though 
the Bolsheviks crushed it by repeated inva-
sions, Ukrainians were able to preserve a 
formal state structure until gaining free-
dom in 1991. 

There are various theories about what 
really happened in 1917 and why it ulti-
mately failed. Some note the continuity of 
Muscovite centralism and autocracy. 
Arnold Toynbee argued that in the USSR, 
as in its imperial predecessor, the Russians 
adopted the traditional Byzantine attitude 
toward the West, characterized by “ortho-
doxy” (“Byzantium is always right and the 
West is always wrong”) and a sense of their 
special destiny as the heirs of classical civi-
lization. They had also created “a Russian 
version of the Byzantine totalitarian state” 
(“Civilization on Trial,” New York, 1948, pp. 
171-72, 181-82). Russian nationalists, 
however, point out that Marxism was a 
West European, not a Russian, invention. 

Socialists stress that, despite their name, 
the Bolsheviks were a minority, uniting 
political fanatics untrammeled by moral 
constraints, who had distorted the teach-
ings of Karl Marx. Economists criticize 
Communism as a system that failed to 
account for private incentive or satisfy 
growing consumer demand, while work-
ers’ interests were better served by labor 
unions. Military analysts focus on the 
USSR’s defeat in the arms race by a stron-
ger America. And, of course, Ukrainians, 
noting the persistence of Russian colonial-
ism, see national oppression as the con-
genital contradiction that led inevitably to 
the break-up of 1991. 

It seems fair to say that 1917 saw a toxic 
blend of a flawed Western idea in its most 
radical form with the worst of Russian 
political culture and traditions.

Philosophers find a fundamental flaw in 
Marxism itself, namely its materialist 
understanding of reality. But that misun-
derstanding is not unique to Marxism. 
George Weigel believes that while the 
Marxist tradition falsely sees economics as 
history’s prime mover, the Jacobin tradi-
tion arising from the French Revolution 
erroneously assigns that role to politics. 
Neither attributes due importance to cul-
ture (“Krakow’s Geography of Sanctity,” 
First Things, June-July 2016, pp. 30-31). 
Yet culture, including philosophy and reli-
gion, is determinative. 

From a philosophical or religious per-
spective, Soviet Marxism was one of the 
20th century’s post-Christian heresies, 
which also include fascism (the nation 
above all) and neo-liberal capitalism (indi-
vidual freedom and affluence above all). 
Contrary to received opinion, some see the 
experiment of 1917 as just one stage of a 
misguided work in progress. Cardinal 
Robert Sarah recently said, “Today we are 
witnessing the next stage – and the con-
summation – of the efforts to build a utopi-
an paradise on earth without God. It is the 
stage of denying sin and the fall altogether. 
But the death of God results in the burial of 
good, beauty, love and truth.” (speech at 
National Catholic Prayer Breakfast, 
Washington, May 17, 2016). Like their 
forebears, who thought in 1917 that they 
could combine Godless socialism with 
Ukrainian nationalism, the Ukrainians of 
2017 who imagine that they can combine 
Ukrainian nationalism with Godless neo-
liberalism may be disappointed.

Should we, in our present disorienta-
tion, take the wise women’s approach and 
retrace our steps? But how far back should 
we go? The Communist train that departed 
in 1917 ran parallel to a Western train that 
had taken off a couple of centuries earlier. 
Both were headed for an illusory future in 
which the greatest good would be available 
to the greatest number – with “good” 
defined as the least pain and the most 
pleasure – that is, material comfort and 
wealth. When the Communist train 
crashed in 1991, it was not difficult to 
switch the Ukrainian caboose to the 
Western express. But is it really headed for 
a “bright future”?

A century of progress

Andrew Sorokowski can be reached at 
andrewsorokowski@gmail.com.

 COMMENTARY

(Continued on page 8)
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Following is the transcript of a speech 
delivered to the Canadian Parliament on 20 
March 20 by Harjit S. Sajjan, minister of 
national defense.

I welcome this opportunity to highlight 
the extraordinary work of our military 
members in advancing Operation UNIFIER, 
and to proudly stand behind them and our 
government’s decision to renew this cam-
paign in Ukraine. I am also happy that we 
are debating this issue tonight, because I 
had the immense privilege of having seen 
our outstanding soldiers in action, working 
alongside our allies.

Support for Ukraine is important to 
Canadians and in particular the Ukrainian 
Canadian community.

On Thursday and Friday of last week, I 
took part in town hall meetings with the 
Ukrainian Canadian communities in Regina 
and in Winnipeg, hosted by the Ukrainian 
Canadian Congress. Leaving Ottawa to 
meet and speak with Ukrainian Canadians 
was very important to me. They follow and 
feel more than anyone else in our country 
the horrible conflict to which Ukraine is 
being subjected. During these community 
meetings, I spoke at 
length about Operation 
Unifier and Canada’s 
unwavering support for 
Ukraine.

I also had the oppor-
tunity to respond to a 
wide range of ques-
tions, and one point I 
made clear was that 
this was not a partisan 
issue. All parties in the 
House  agree  that 
Canada will always stand shoulder to shoul-
der with Ukraine in the face of Russian 
aggression.

I heard first-hand the gratitude that 
Ukrainian Canadians felt for the tremen-
dous work of our troops on Operation 
Unifier.

This time last year, I spent several days 
with our troops serving on Operation 
Unifier. I observed first-hand the skills and 
determination our soldiers brought to this 
mission. I was extremely impressed with 
the level of training they were providing the 
Ukrainian armed forces. I was equally heart-
ened by the passion the Ukrainian soldiers 
demonstrated in their training, and their 
appreciation for the experience and exper-
tise our military trainers provided. All 
Canadians can be extremely proud of the 
work of our soldiers to defend our allies to 
help secure Ukraine, protect its sovereignty 
and contribute to global stability.

Since the summer of 2015, 200 Canadian 
women and men stationed in Ukraine have 
trained more than 3,200 Ukrainian soldiers. 
The Canadian Armed Forces delivered over 

90 training programs in that time. Their 
courses have covered everything from 
infantry to small team training to more spe-
cialized capabilities, such as explosive ord-
nance disposal, military policing, medical 
training and modernized logistics. This 
invaluable training is building a knowledge 
base within the Ukrainian military, knowl-
edge that is enabling the Ukrainian soldiers 
to take on greater responsibility for their 
country’s sovereignty, security and stability. 
The critical skills they have gained are 
strengthening the Ukrainian armed forces 
and reinforcing the strong bond that unites 
our countries.

I conveyed the pride of Canadians in 
these achievements to our service mem-
bers during a town hall while I was in 
Ukraine last year. I thanked them for their 
professionalism and determination to 
advance democracy, human rights, and the 
rule of law. That appreciation was echoed 
by the Ukrainian leaders I met during my 
visit, the mayor and governor of Lviv, as 
well as the Ukrainian defense minister, Gen. 
[Stepan] Poltorak.

Gen. Poltorak told the media, “It is com-
mon knowledge that true friendship is test-

ed during hard times. Therefore we are 
truly thankful to Canada for its support of 
our military from the very beginning of the 
conflict.” He continued by saying, “Canada 
has provided enormous assistance in train-
ing Ukrainian military and supplying 
equipment to strengthen our technical 
capacity... I am certain that advisory sup-
port which has been and continues to be 
provided by Canada is the best way to 
ensure that reforms will be successful.”

Everyone we met expressed their grati-
tude for Canada’s help in training 
Ukrainian troops and building their coun-
try’s capacity to defend its borders. Most of 
all, they thanked us for demonstrating 
unwavering support for Ukraine. 
Protecting Ukraine’s sovereignty is funda-
mental, and it is vital to its identity, eco-
nomic growth and social stability. This sen-
timent has been repeated in this country by 
the Ukrainian ambassador to Canada, Mr. 
[Andriy] Shevchenko. He recently told the 
media, “Every day when your men and 
women train our officers and soldiers, it 
means saved lives.” 

Quotable notes
“… in this amorphous borderless global hybrid war, there is a hard military front 

line. It stretches from the Baltic to the Black Sea... On this hard military front line, 
there is an active regional war in Donbas. There the Kremlin is testing the resolve of 
the democratic West. Will the West sacrifice Ukraine in the hope of satisfying Russian 
revanchist neo-imperialism in the manner that Czechoslovakia was sacrificed by the 
West after the invasion of Sudetenland?

“Canada has made it clear that there will be no appeasement. While we diplomati-
cally engage Russia, sanctions will continue, and the Canadian military will continue to 
deploy into Ukraine to help train and equip the Ukrainians as they head to the front-
lines. With Operation UNIFIER, we stand shoulder to shoulder with our ally Ukraine in 
the face of Russia’s war against Ukraine, and we are containing Putin’s revanchist 
imperialism, his Global Hybrid War against the liberal democratic West. …”

– Canadian Member of Parliament Borys Wrzesnewskyj, speaking on March 20 in 
the House of Commons.

FOR THE RECORD: Canada supports Ukraine
Our soldiers know better than anyone 

that sustaining this support is essential, 
especially now as Ukraine faces increased 
provocation from Russia.

We have recently seen the worst out-
break of violence in eastern Ukraine since 
2015. Members of the Standing Committee 
on Foreign Affairs can attest, from their 
visit to Ukraine last January, that Russia 
refuses to respect Ukraine’s sovereign ter-
ritory.

Canada has consistently condemned the 
Russian Federation’s violation of the terri-
torial integrity of Ukraine. Last summer, 

while visiting Ukraine, the prime minister 
repeatedly reiterated that Canada stands 
firmly beside Ukraine, because that is what 
allies do. 

Our work in Ukraine is just the latest 
chapter in our forces’ proud heritage, prov-
ing yet again that when our friends need 
us, Canada is there. That is why we will 
build on the foundation we have estab-
lished under Operation Unifier. We will 
continue to provide critical military assis-
tance through to the end of March 2019. 

As we thank the soldiers who have 
achieved so much during the latest phase 
of this mission, the next rotation of 
Canadian Armed Forces service women 
and men has deployed. Again, it is made up 
mostly of the members of the 1st Canadian 
Mechanized Brigade Group, based in 
Edmonton, Alberta, many of whom I have 
personally served with, and their com-
manding officers as well. These highly 
skilled soldiers will carry on Canada’s 
efforts to increase Ukraine’s ability to 
maintain its sovereignty, security, and sta-
bility. In practical terms, this means a con-
tinuation of tactical soldier training. This 
involves individual weapons training, 
marksmanship, tactical movement, explo-
sive threat recognition, communication, 
combat survival and ethics training. 

We will continue to train Ukrainian sol-
diers on explosive ordnance and impro-
vised explosive device disposal. We will 
continue to teach force and basic investiga-
tive techniques as part of military police 
training. We will continue to provide casu-
alty evacuation and combat first aid train-
ing, as well as ongoing logistics system 
modernization. 

We will also support strategic institution-
al reform of Ukraine’s defense establish-
ment. Our goal is to enhance peace support 
operations, interoperability, military capaci-
ty building and professional development.

Canada’s assistance to Ukraine includes 
the purchase and shipment of non-lethal 

military equipment. We have already deliv-
ered equipment such as tactical communi-
cations systems, a mobile field hospital, 
explosive ordnance disposal equipment, 
tactical medical kits and night-vision gog-
gles. Our next shipment will include first 
aid kits, military police training materials, 
and more explosive ordnance disposal 
equipment. This is vital equipment that 
will enhance the capability of the Ukrainian 
armed forces, while at the same time 
reducing the financial burden on the 
Ukrainian government. 

March 2017 marks three years since the 
Russian Federation’s annex-
ation of Crimea, an act con-
demned by countries the 
world over. Since 2014, the 
conflict has killed close to 
10,000 people. Canada did 
not stand idly by when duty 
called. We joined Ukraine, 

the United States and the United Kingdom 
under the Multinational Joint Commission. 
We demonstrated our reliability as a part-
ner to our allies and our firm commitment 
to European security. Through Operation 
Unifier, we sent a clear signal of deterrence 
to Russia, and we also sent a strong mes-
sage of solidarity and support to Ukraine.

Canada was the first country to recog-
nize Ukraine’s independence in 1991. All 
these years later, we continue to demon-
strate global leadership by helping to 
address ongoing global threats. 

Canadian troops with Operation Unifier 
are already having a meaningful impact in 
Ukraine. They will keep doing so in the 
years ahead. Canada will remain at the 
forefront of the international community’s 
response to Russian aggression in Ukraine, 
and I, for one, could not be prouder.

Operation Unifier is just part of what we 
have done, and are doing, to support our 
allies and partners in Eastern Europe. We 
are also directly involved in Central and 
Eastern Europe, in support of our NATO 
allies, through Operation Reassurance. Last 
July, the prime minister announced that 
C a n a d a  h a s  re n e we d  O p e ra t i o n 
Reassurance until March of 2019. 

In June, we will be deploying 455 
Canadian army personnel in Latvia. Canada 
will be one of four framework nations to 
establish and lead a multinational battle 
group. This activity is part of the alliance’s 
enhanced forward presence in Central and 
Eastern Europe. I would also like to men-
tion that we have a frigate on an ongoing 
rotational basis in the Mediterranean and 
the Black Sea and periodic air policing.

Deepening our engagement with 
Canada’s international partners and allies 
is important to this government. It was top 
of mind for Canadians during our defense 
policy consultations last year. As a result, 
we will see this important theme reflected 
throughout the forthcoming new defense 
policy. 

Since the summer of 2015, 200 
Canadian women and men sta-
tioned in Ukraine have trained 
more than 3,200 Ukrainian 
soldiers. The Canadian Armed 
Forces delivered over 90 training 
programs in that time.

Canada will remain at the 
forefront of the international 
community’s response to Rus-
sian aggression in Ukraine.

a huge indictment against him – whether or 
not he had written it under Mr. Putin’s dic-
tation.  It seems unlikely, however, that it is 
Mr. Yanukovych that the Kremlin would be 
seeking to protect.  

Mr. Churkin died extremely suddenly on 
the eve of his 65th birthday, on February 
20.  The cause remains unclear, though the 
official version appears to be heart failure. 

*  *  *
Update: A day after Mr. Peskov publicly 

stated that no letter “or any similar docu-

ment” had been received by the Kremlin, 
Marina Zakharova, spokesperson of the 
Foreign Affairs Ministry, presented a new 
version of the facts.   She claimed that there 
was no letter, just a “statement” that Mr. 
Yanukovych had never denied signing.  The 
semantics here are difficult to take serious-
ly, especially given that Mr. Putin clearly 
stated that Russia might use troops and be 
justified since there was an appeal 
(обращение)  from Mr. Yanukovych.

The article above was originally pub-
lished on the information website of the 
Kharkiv Human Rights Protection Group 
(KHPG.org).

(Continued from page 7)

Russia now says...
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Razom report details challenges, opportunities in U.S. policy toward Ukraine
Razom for Ukraine, a U.S.-based non-profit organization, 

in collaboration with experts in Ukrainian policy and inter-
national affairs, recently issued its report “U.S. Policy on 
Ukraine: Challenges and Opportunities.” Launched on 
February 23 in Washington on Capitol Hill, the report is 
intended as a comprehensive survey for policymakers and 
their staff; it offers the both an analysis of current policy and 
concrete recommendations moving forward.

Below, Mykola Murskyj, who managed the production of 
the report, discusses its goals and key take-aways with Lesya 
Pishchevskaya.

Mr. Murskyj is a Belfer International and Global Affairs 
Student Fellow at Harvard University’s John F. Kennedy 
School of Government, where he is completing his master’s 
degree in public policy in international affairs. He is a man-
aging editor of the Kennedy School Review.

Ms. Pishchevskaya is a Razom volunteer who was born in 
Kyiv and moved to the U.S. in 2005. She graduated with hon-
ors from Berkeley with an M.S. in business administration 
and an M.A. in mass communication; and recently graduated 
from the Columbia Graduate School of Journalism. She is 
director of account management at 4C, a data-science and 
technology company pioneering the intersection of social 
and television advertising.

How did your team come up with the idea of creat-
ing this report?

“U.S. Policy on Ukraine: Challenges and Opportunities” is 
our way of contributing to a larger conversation about U.S. 
policy on Ukraine. We thought that it would be important 
for people who can influence American policy towards 
Ukraine to have more complete and nuanced information 
about what’s going on there and why it matters to the U.S.

What is the structure of the report?

The first half of the report is a primer, so to speak, on 
Ukraine. It contains sections reviewing the Maidan in the 
context of Ukraine’s history, the Russian-led separatist 
movement in Ukraine’s easternmost regions, as well as U.S. 
policy toward Ukraine since 2014. The “primer” tries to 
provide readers with information that might help them 
parse the labyrinthine coverage of Ukraine in the media, as 
well as the geopolitical arguments put forward by politi-
cians, academics and activists. This part of the report was 
written by the production team, which comprises a num-
ber of graduate students and young professionals, includ-
ing Razom board members who helped curate the effort.

The sections of the second part, written by eight experts 
from the U.S. and Ukraine, take a deeper dive into key policy 
issues – for example, what the U.S. can do to help Ukraine 
with anti-corruption reforms. Part II contains sections on 
everything from Ukraine’s economy to judicial reform. 

What is the overarching theme or idea? 

The entirety of the report is underpinned by the recog-
nition that Ukraine, its stability and security, and the secu-
rity of Eastern Europe generally, are key U.S. interests. In 

the similar way that, for example, stability in the Middle 
East and maintaining access to energy supplies are nation-
al interests, the stability of Eastern Europe is as well. In 
addition, it’s important for the U.S. to stand up for the 
rules-based world order, in which sovereignty, self-deter-
mination and territorial integrity are the foundation of 
international relations.

What role does the report play? 

“U.S Policy on Ukraine” is meant to be our contribution 
to a larger conversation. This report does not, for example, 
say which legislation to support and which not – that’s nei-
ther our goal nor our place. Instead, it attempts to dispas-
sionately outline that if the U.S. wants to further its inter-
ests in Eastern Europe, including the region’s security and 
stability, then such and such are the steps that would need 
to be taken. The report is not intended for lobbying or 
advocacy; rather, it’s a guide – here are the American inter-
ests in the region and here is how to pursue them. 

Why is now the right time to release this report?

The political changes happening in Washington and 
around the world leave much of our domestic and foreign 
policy canon up for renegotiation. Whether this is good or 
bad is beside the point – if the U.S. is going to be re-evaluat-
ing its role in the world, it’s important that its interests in 
Eastern Europe be accounted for and that there be conti-
nuity in U.S. support for Ukraine’s democratization.

The report makes the following recommendation: 
“To break the deadlock in the Donbas War’s peace pro-
cess, the U.S. should push for progress to be made in 
parallel on the security, political and humanitarian 
directions.” What do you believe would be the best way 
to enact this recommendation for the current adminis-
tration? 

First and foremost, there needs to be a sustained cease-
fire; the shelling should stop, and civilians, soldiers and peo-
ple living in the conflict zone should stop dying. After that, 
progress needs to be made simultaneously on security, poli-
tics and humanitarian concerns. For example, electricity 
and water supplies for Donbas residents must be restored 
even as banned heavy weapons are being withdrawn. 

The current administration can play a key role in 
encouraging Ukraine, Russia, and the separatists to imple-
ment the various obligations that they have both to the 
people suffering in the Donbas, as well as to the interna-
tional rules-based order.

There were announcements about ceasefires in the 
past; however, it seems that the ceasefires did not actu-
ally happen. Should the U.S. apply more pressure on 
the Russian government for the ceasefire to actually 
happen? 

The international community should, of course, do all it 
can in support of a sustainable ceasefire. Once there is a sus-
tainable ceasefire, there are different initiatives that need to 
take place: the authorities, whoever they may be, must 

absolutely defend the humanitarian needs of Donbas resi-
dents, they need to rebuild schools, they need to restore the 
water supply, they need to make sure that people feel safe in 
their own homes and that they have the means to provide 
for themselves and for their families. People need water, 
shelter, security and healthcare immediately. 

As we see around the world – from the foreign fighters 
joining ISIS to gang violence in the U.S. – insecurity, persis-
tent unemployment, and a sense of hopelessness are the 
ingredients of radicalization. This toxic mix makes the 
young people of the Donbas susceptible to radicalization 
and thus sustains the ranks of the separatist militias.

The report contains the recommendation, “The 
United States should encourage the Ukrainian govern-
ment to focus on top-priority reforms and avoid politi-
cal infighting.” Should the U.S. allocate more funding to 
the Ukrainian non-governmental organizations? 

It seems that there are two things that should be done 
here: First, the amount of funding that is given to civil soci-
ety organizations in Ukraine should be increased, and the 
set of organizations receiving this funding should be diver-
sified to include those regional NGOs not based in Kyiv. 
Second, the allocation of funds to the Ukrainian govern-
ment must continue to be strictly conditioned on specified, 
concrete progress on reforms.

Which findings in the report do you suspect the 
readers will find most interesting or surprising?

People in Ukraine are getting frustrated with the slow 
pace of reforms. As Natalie Jaresko pointed out during a 
talk at Harvard University last fall, although Kyiv has 
indeed pushed through very important reforms, many of 
them are largely structural and not readily visible to the 
general public. The worry is that Ukrainians, impatient for 
economic growth and the rebuilding of infrastructure, 
might soon get frustrated with Ukraine’s Western choice. 

To that end, it would be smart for the West to increase 
the visibility of its aid. If the U.S. were to contribute more 
visibly to the rebuilding of infrastructure, helping with the 
healthcare reform, education reform, that would be very 
important for preserving Ukrainians’ enthusiasm for the 
Western choice that they made in 2014. 

One of the important take-aways of the report is that 
many reforms are contingent on the success of judiciary 
reforms. It’s great if we can restructure the hydrocarbon 
market, say, but if the courts remain ineffective, the 
reforms will not really be meaningful. How can I preserve 
my livelihood if I have nothing but corrupt courts in which 
to defend my property rights? How can Ukraine lock in the 
reforms it has already passed without a properly function-
ing judiciary?

You had a formal launch event in Washington on 
February 23. What’s next for the team that wrote the 
report? 

Yes, we presented the report on Capitol Hill and are now 
holding follow-up meetings with both staffers and other 
stakeholders. We’ll be meeting with the Ukrainian 
Embassy to get more input from them, and we’re also 
working to update the report online (check out www.
razomforukraine.org/policyreport). I’m very grateful to all 
the volunteers who continue to work on this important 
project, as well as to the donors who made the report’s 
production possible. 

Mykola Murskyj, Razom project lead for the report on 
U.S. policy towards Ukraine, presented the findings and 

led a discussion on Capitol Hill on February 23. 

Alex Horbachov

Razom volunteers worked for a year to assemble and deliver the report. Some of the team participated in the 
launch of the event in Washington and delivered printed copies of the 95-page report to members of Congress. Seen 
above (from left) are: Natalia Shyrba, Eugene Bondarenko, Roxy Kozyckyj, Anastasiia Rybytska, Mykola Murskyj, 

George Barros, Bohdan Belei, Olesya Pritchard and Jake Pritchard.
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Triumphant story of Ukrainian bandurists screened in Whippany
by Alexandra 

Tershakovec-Zawadiwsky

WHIPPANY, N.J. – Sunday, March 5, saw a 
full house at the screening of “Music of 
Survival” at the Ukrainian American 
Cultural Center of New Jersey in Whippany. 
The film is the triumphant story of the origi-
nal 17 members of the Ukrainian Bandurist 
Chorus (UBC) who survived World War II as 
a musical ensemble. The film examines the 
roots of the unique musical tradition of the 
bandura and the harrowing journey of the 
chorus, and poignantly tells the story of 
how the musicians were used and abused 
by political regimes.

The event, free to the public, was spon-
sored by Ukrainian National Women’s League 
of America Branch 86 and Selfreliance 
Ukrainian American Federal Credit Union. 
The audience of over 100 Ukrainian and 
non-Ukrainian attendees was visibly moved 
by the film, giving a rousing standing ova-

tion to the film’s producer, Orest Sushko, 
who was in attendance from Toronto.

Mr. Sushko, an independent motion pic-
ture and film professional with a 30-plus- 
year career in production, shared during 
his post screening discussion with the audi-
ence that his motivation for making the film 
was to leverage his professional skills to 
create a tribute to both the “Brave 17” 
members of the early chorus and the mem-
ory of his father and grandfather, who were 
his inspiration to create the film.

Mr. Sushko’s father, Makar Sushko, was 
the first Canadian member of the Ukrainian 
Bandurist Chorus. Having studied at the 
Lviv Conservatory, and liturgical chant in 
Kremenets, Makar Sushko was invited by 
chorus musical director Hryhory Kytasty to 
join the ensemble – first in Germany and 
then, once again on its first cross-Canada 
tour in 1949-1950. 

Orest Sushko’s grandfather Pavlo 
Stepowy was a blacksmith and master 

craftsman who began crafting banduras in 
the 1950s, eventually creating more than 
75 instruments in his lifetime. One of his 
banduras resides in the Museum of History 
and Civilization in Ottawa, the capital of 
Canada. Mr. Stepowy became an honorary 
patron of the Ukrainian Bandurist Chorus 
through his devotion to the preservation of 

the noble musical legacy of the bandura
“Music of Survival” had its world pre-

miere in Toronto at TIFF Bell Lightbox, the 
home of the Toronto International Film 
Festival in 2014, where it was very well 
received. Jesse Wente, director of film pro-

COMMUNITY CHRONICLE

The film’s producer with event sponsors and organizers (from left): Michael Koziupa, 
Jaroslava Mulyk, Christine Bonacorsa, producer Orest Sushko, Marika Tershakovec, 

Anya Tershakovec-Tomko and Zezya Tershakovec-Zawadiwsky.

Anya Tershakovec-Tomko

The full-house audience congratulates “Music of Survival” producer Orest Sushko 
with a standing ovation. (Continued on page 11)
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grams at TIFF Lightbox, wrote: “Music of 
Survival is a testament to the enduring 
power of art and the human spirit, even in 
the face of the greatest of horrors. Its music 
uplifts, informs and indeed transforms the 
spirit and the mind, shedding much-needed 
light on a story of cultural survival that reso-
nates even more deeply today.” 

The film has since played across Canada 
including Montreal; Windsor and Hamilton, 
Ontario; Winnipeg, Manitoba; Saskatoon 
and Regina, Saskatchewan; and Edmonton 
and Calgary, Alberta; and in many U.S. cit-
ies, including Cleveland, Detroit, Chicago, 
New York, Lexington Md., and Stamford, 
Conn., as well as at several universities 

including Columbia, Wesleyan and 
Memorial University, and will be playing at 
the University of Toronto in March. The film 
also recently played in Dusseldorf, 
Germany, and work is under way for the 
film to screen in Ukraine as well.

As a legacy to educate future genera-
tions, Mr. Sushko and the Ukrainian 
Bandurist Chorus are creating an educa-
tional packet, including a DVD copy of the 
film, to be gifted every year to all graduat-
ing students of schools of Ukrainian studies 
in the United States and Canada. A pilot 
program involving Ukrainian school 
screenings combined with this initiative is 
currently under way. 

For more information about the film and 
how to bring it to your community, go to: 
http://musicofsurvival.com/ or e-mail 
musicofsurvival@gmail.com..

(Continued from page 10)

Triumphant...

Ukrainian Canadian Congress (UCC) 
President Paul Grod hailed the signing of 
the Canada-Ukraine Defense Cooperation 
Agreement as “an important step forward 
in strengthening Canada and Ukraine’s 
bilateral security and defense relationship.” 

In a statement, he said that, “at a time 
when Russia’s military aggression against 
Ukraine continues unabated, this arrange-
ment will help Ukraine’s military better 
defend their country and continue the 
reform of Ukraine’s defense institutions.”

The agreement will provide a “formal 
mechanism to have Canadians working 
with Ukrainians at a military level,” said 
Conservative defense critic James Bezan, a 
Ukrainian Canadian Member of Parliament 
for the Manitoba federal riding of Selkirk-
Interlake-Eastman.

He explained that the bilateral pact 
would enable Ukrainian soldiers to train 
with their Canadian counterparts on joint 
exercises in Canada and facilitate officer 
exchanges between both countries as part 
of “an ongoing cooperation needed to bring 
the Ukrainian military up to NATO stan-
dards,” a goal Minister Poltorak said 
Ukraine would meet by 2020.

However, Mr. Bezan, who served as par-
liamentary secretary to the federal defense 
minister in former Prime Minister Stephen 
Harper’s government told The Ukrainian 
Weekly that negotiations for the defense-
cooperation agreement were “concluded” 
by the time the Conservatives handed over 
power, following the 2015 general election, 
to Prime Minister Justin Trudeau’s Liberals, 
“who sat on it.”

When asked about the delay in signing 
the accord, Mr. Sajjan told reporters: “We just 
wanted to make sure that we got it right.”

The minister was unavailable for an 
interview. However his press secretary, 
Jordan Owens, said that discussions regard-
ing the agreement began under the Harper 
government, but continued last fall under 

the Trudeau government. “The delay since 
then has been finding an opportunity that 
worked in the two ministers’ schedules,” 
she said in an email.

In a briefing note to MPs last August, the 
UCC pressed the need for such an agree-
ment, which it said “would improve 
interoperability and deepen cooperation 
between Canada’s and Ukraine’s military” 
and also called on Ottawa to add Ukraine to 
the Automatic Firearms Country Control 
List to allow the export of “certain defen-
sive equipment to Ukraine.”

On the latter, Minister Sajjan told report-
ers that would be “the next step” and that 
adding Ukraine to that list would be 
“worked through” Global Affairs Canada, 
which is headed by Foreign Affairs Minister 
Chrystia Freeland, a Ukrainian Canadian.

Mr. Poltorak, a Ukrainian army general 
who previously led Ukraine’s National 
Guard, was diplomatic in pressing his coun-
try’s case for lethal aid.

 “We understand and respect the deci-
sions of each and every country,” he told 
reporters, “in terms of whether to provide 
or not provide us with weapons.” But he 
also said that Ukraine has asked for inter-
national support in the form of equipment, 
gear and defensive weapons since Russia 
began military incursions into Ukraine 
three years ago.

And in an interview with the Canadian 
Broadcasting Corp., Gen. Poltorak said he 
hoped the defense cooperation agreement 
would “serve as the foundation” for a 
“future dialogue on the possibility of this 
sort of assistance to Ukraine.”

Mr. Bezan, who with Ms. Freeland is 
among 13 Canadians banned from travel-
ing to Russia, said that if the Trudeau gov-
ernment doesn’t add Ukraine to the list of 
countries in which Canadian weapons 
manufacturers could ship arms to the 
beleaguered country, Canada should buy 
the weapons for Ukraine that its armed 
forces requires.

“This would provide the Ukrainian mili-
tary with the ability to protect their sol-
diers and citizens from ongoing Russian 

(Continued from page 1)

Canada and Ukraine... aggression,” he said.
When asked why the Harper govern-

ment didn’t equip Ukraine with the arms it 
has long requested, Mr. Bezan said the 
Conservatives looked at the availability of 
surplus weapons within the Canadian 
Armed Forces and determined there wasn’t 
anything “usable” for their Ukrainian coun-
terparts.

He said there was also hope in Ottawa 
that the Minsk II agreement Russia and 
Ukraine entered into in 2015 banning the 
use of heavy weaponry along the frontlines 
would lead to peace.

 “But Russia and its proxies in Donbas 
have continued to violate the Minsk agree-
ments, as violence has escalated and Russia 
has gone into a much more offensive posi-
tion,” said Mr. Bezan. “So I think that now is 
the time to provide that lethal aid. It is in 
the best interest of Ukraine to have good 
sniper rifles and anti-tank missiles.”

He added that the Liberals have not pro-
vided Ukraine’s military with any equip-
ment as the Conservatives did in supplying 
Ukrainian soldiers with such non-lethal 
supplies as helmets, body armor and night-
vision goggles.

 “There has been nothing like that under 
the Trudeau government,” Mr. Bezan said.

That allegation is “incorrect,” said Ms. 
Owens, who noted that the Canadian 
Armed Forces helped deliver about $3 mil-
lion (about $2.2-million U.S.) worth of 
equipment to Ukraine for explosives dis-
posal in late November 2015, just weeks 
after the Liberals formed government, and 
that Canada continues to buy and ship such 
non-lethal military gear as a mobile field 
hospital and night-vision goggles. 

However, the one issue that the govern-
ing Liberals and opposition Conservatives 
agree on is that Canada’s military training 
mission to Ukraine, known as Operation 
UNIFIER, is producing positive results. 

Last month, in announcing the opera-
tion’s extension until 2019, Mr. Sajjan said 
that during his visit to Ukraine last year, he 
“witnessed the heart and passion the 
Ukrainian soldiers demonstrated in their 
training.”

Mr. Bezan believes the mission will also 
nudge Ukraine closer to NATO member-
ship. “The Canadian trainers have helped 
Ukraine’s troops move closer to operating 
under NATO standards,” he said.
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price that writers pay to speak out in soci-
eties where free expression is not respect-
ed,” said Peter Barbey, owner of the Village 
Voice and director of the Edwin Barbey 
Charitable Fund, which sponsors the 
award. In January, several high-profile 
members of the Russian PEN chapter, 
including Nobel Prize laureate Svetlana 
Alexievich, novelist Grigory Chkhartishvili 
(who writes under the name Boris Akunin) 
and poet Lev Rubinshtein, quit the organi-
zation over its failure to speak out in 
defense of Mr. Sentsov. (RFE/RL)

Semena trial adjourned until April 18 

SYMFEROPOL – The trial of Crimean 
journalist Mykola Semena, an RFE/RL con-

tributor who has been indicted on separat-
ism-related charges by the Russian authori-
ties controlling the Ukrainian peninsula, 
has been adjourned until April 18. The 
cause of the latest delay was not immedi-
ately apparent. Mr. Semena’s attorney, Emil 
Kurbedinov, told RFE/RL on April 4 that 
two officers of Russia’s Federal Security 
Service (FSB), the man who initially alerted 
Russian law enforcement officials to Mr. 
Semena’s article about the status of Crimea 
and an individual who read the article testi-
fied at the trial on April 3. Shortly after the 
proceeding initially got under way on 
March 20, the presiding judge adjourned it 
until April 3 in order to grant a defense 
request to move the trial to a larger court-
room. Mr. Semena is being prosecuted for a 
2015 article he wrote for RFE/RL’s Krym.
Realii (Crimea Realities) website criticizing 
Moscow’s 2014 seizure of Crimea from 

Ukraine. Mr. Semena, 66, faces up to five 
years in prison if convicted. He denies the 
charges. The United States, the European 
Union, the Organization for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe, and international 
media watchdogs have expressed concern 
over the Semena case, which activists say is 
part of a Russian clampdown on indepen-
dent media and dissent in Crimea. 
(Crimean Desk, RFE/RL’s Ukrainian 
Service)

NATO chief urges more defense spending

DUSSELDORF, Germany – NATO 
Secretary-General Jens Stoltenberg has 
urged Germany and other European 
nations to spend more on their defense. 
The comments were published on April 4 
in the German business newspaper 
Handelsblatt, based in Dusselfdorf. U.S. 
President Donald Trump has been outspo-
ken in calls for NATO members to spend 
more on their defense to ease the burden 
on the United States. Mr. Stoltenberg said 
his call for increased defense spending by 
European countries was not directly linked 
to Trump’s demands. He said the move was 
more because of Europe’s proximity to 
such countries as Russia, Syria and Iraq, 
which are causes of potential tensions for 
Europeans. “After the end of the Cold War, it 
was right to cut defense spending,” Mr. 
Stoltenberg told Handelsblatt. “But if we 
reduce spending when tensions are going 
down, we also must be able to increase 
defense spending when tensions are going 
up – and now they are going up.” U.S. 
Secretary of State Rex Tillerson urged his 
counterparts at a March 31 NATO meeting 
to boost defense spending or come up with 
plans to reach the alliance’s budget targets. 
He said Washington is spending a “dispro-
portionate share” on defense compared 
with its partners. At the meeting, German 
Foreign Minister Sigmar Gabriel said it was 
“completely unrealistic” that his country 
could reach a defense spending target of 2 
percent of gross domestic product, set by 
NATO in 2006. (RFE/RL, based on report-
ing by DPA and Handelsblatt)

NATO-Russia Council discusses Ukraine

BRUSSELS – NATO representatives have 
told Russia that the situation in Ukraine is 
of “deep concern” at the first session of the 
Russia-NATO Council to be held this year. 
NATO Secretary-General Jens Stoltenberg 
told journalists after the Brussels meeting 
on March 30 that the meeting was “frank” 

and “constructive,” although the two sides 
“continue to have clear disagreement” on 
the crisis in Ukraine. Mr. Stoltenberg said 
the alliance urged Moscow to use its influ-
ence with militants in eastern Ukraine to 
compel them to meet their obligations 
under the so-called Minsk process to 
resolve the crisis. He added that NATO was 
firm in its support for Ukraine’s sovereign-
ty and territorial integrity. “The allies do 
not and will not recognize Russia’s illegal 
annexation of [the Ukrainian region of] 
Crimea,” Mr. Stoltenberg said. In turn, 
Russia’s ambassador to NATO, Aleksandr 
Grushko, criticized NATO for “continuing to 
provide political and practical support to 
Kyiv,” a policy that he said is “at odds with 
genuine interests of conflict settlement.” He 
urged NATO to pressure Kyiv to resume 
trade and transit with the rebel-held areas. 
On March 15, Kyiv announced the suspen-
sion of all cargo traffic with separatist-held 
areas of eastern Ukraine, essentially put-
ting a blockade launched by activists in 
January under state control. The NATO-
Russia Council also discussed various mili-
tary activities and ways of improving “risk 
reduction” following numerous incidents of 
close encounters between Russian and 
NATO military assets. “It is not an easy dia-
logue,” Mr. Stoltenberg said. “But it is a dia-
logue we are committed to. And when ten-
sions run high, it is even more important to 
keep talking with each other to increase 
predictabil ity  and reduce risks.” 
Ambassador Grushko told Russian media 
that “it is not possible to build confidence 
until NATO abandons its military-domina-
tion policy.” He criticized NATO for purport-
edly adopting a “policy aimed at restraining 
Russia and demonstrating their military 
capabilities near our borders.” He added 
that such meetings of the Russia-NATO 
Council are important “but they are not 
enough to improve the security situation.” 
He warned against pursuing “dialogue for 
the sake of dialogue.” (RFE/RL, with report-
ing by DPA and TASS)

Security officer killed in Mariupol 

KYIV – Ukraine says one of its top region-
al security officers was killed on March 31 
in a car explosion in the southeastern 
Ukrainian city of Mariupol. Security Service 
of Ukraine (SBU) chief Vasyl Hrytsak said 
that Col. Oleksandr Kharaberyush was 
killed and that “The SBU will do all it can to 
locate and punish those involved.” Donetsk 

(Continued on page 13)
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regional police chief Vyacheslav Abroskyn 
wrote on Facebook that an investigation 
has been launched into the car blast. He 
wrote that investigators do not exclude that 
it was conducted by pro-Russian separatists 
who are controlling parts of the Donetsk 
and Luhansk regions. The government-con-
trolled city of Mariupol is about 30 kilome-
ters from the frontline in the conflict 
between the Ukrainian army and separat-
ists that has killed more than 9,900 people 
in eastern Ukraine since April 2014. On 
March 30, President Petro Poroshenko 
ordered the military to implement a cease-
fire and weapons pullback beginning on 
April 1, but said he was “not very optimis-
tic” that the separatists would abide by the 
truce agreement reached in Minsk the pre-
vious day. (RFE/RL)

PM faults anti-corruption agency 

KYIV – Ukrainian Prime Minister 
Volodymyr Groysman has called on the 
entire state anti-corruption agency to 
resign over persistent technical problems 
on a website where government officials 
electronically declare their assets. Mr. 
Groysman said on March 29 that the 
employees of the National Agency for the 
Prevention of Corruption “are not capable 
of managing the website” and have left 
“hundreds of thousands of people” poten-
tially facing imprisonment for missing a 
deadline for submitting declarations. There 
have been numerous complaints from gov-
ernment officials who have said that due to 
the technical problems they were unable to 
declare their income and assets electroni-
cally before the March 31 deadline. “I can’t 
submit my own declaration,” Mr. Groysman 
said. As part of efforts to fight widespread 
graft, Ukraine has introduced a new anti-
corruption rule that requires all senior 
public officials to declare their wealth in a 
publicly searchable electronic database. 
The system is aimed at increasing transpar-
ency in government. The anti-corruption 
agency said more than 100,000 forms were 
submitted when the online declaration sys-
tem was first launched in October 2016. 
(RFE/RL, based on reporting by unian.net 
and 24tv.ua)

Is tobacco giant funding ‘separatists’? 

KYIV – Ukraine’s Tedis Ukraine tobacco 
giant has been accused of tax evasion and 
financing Russia-backed separatists that 
control parts of the eastern regions of 
Donetsk and Luhansk. Ukrainian Internal 
Affairs Minister Arsen Avakov and 
Prosecutor General Yuriy Lutsenko told 
journalists in Kyiv on March 31 that some 
1,000 law enforcement officers are con-
ducting about 100 searches at the firm’s 
offices in Kyiv, Odesa and Dnipro. Tedis 
Ukraine is suspected of tax evasion and of 
large-scale illegal money transfers to 
Russia – some of which might have been 
used to support the Russia-backed separat-
ists, Messrs. Avakov and Lutsenko said. The 
officials said Tedis Tobacco’s actual owner 
is Russian citizen Igor Kesayev, who was 
officially banned by Ukraine’s National 
Security and Defense Council from trans-
ferring finances abroad. Despite the ban, 
the company transferred at least 2.5 billion 
hrv ($91.7 million U.S.) to Russia in 2015-
2017, Mr. Lutsenko charged. Mr. Lutsenko 
also said that Tedis Ukraine was led by peo-
ple linked to the Degtyaryov Armaments 
Factory – a Russian firearms-producing 
company in Vladimir Oblast that is believed 
to provide the separatists with weapons. 
The offices of the Antimonopoly Committee 
in Kyiv are being searched as well, as it is 
suspected of assisting Tedis Ukraine to 
evade taxes and carry out other financial 

misdeeds. Tedis Ukraine is a monopoly 
company controlling Ukraine’s tobacco-dis-
tribution business. (RFE/RL, based on 
reports by UNIAN and Lb.ua)

Poroshenko orders ceasefire in Donbas 

KYIV – Ukrainian President Petro 
Poroshenko ordered the military to imple-
ment a ceasefire and weapons pullback in 
the conflict region in eastern Ukraine 
beginning on April 1. Mr. Poroshenko made 
the announcement on March 30 in Malta, 
where he was meeting with European 
Commission head Jean-Claude Juncker. Mr. 
Poroshenko said he was “not very optimis-
tic” that the Russia-supported rebels con-
trolling parts of two eastern Ukrainian 
regions will abide by the agreement, which 
was reached in Minsk on March 29. 
According to the Russian state news agency 
TASS, a spokesman for the militants in 
Luhansk said on March 30 that his forces 
are “always ready to ensure the ceasefire.” 
During a meeting of the Russia-NATO 
Council in Brussels, NATO Secretary-
General Jens Stoltenberg pressed Russia to 
compel the militants to implement the 
ceasefire and withdraw their heavy weap-
onry. He also asked Moscow to ensure that 
international observers from the 
Organization for Security and Cooperation 
in Europe have complete access to the con-
flict area. (RFE/RL, based on reporting by 
DPA, Reuters and TASS)

New cultural center of Israel in Kyiv

KYIV – The new cultural center in the 
Embassy of Israel in Ukraine was opened in 
Kyiv on March 16. “This is an Israeli 
House… You can touch the state and 
become its part. Someone would be able to 
learn in Israel what he or she learned in the 
center,” Minister of Immigrant Absorption 
Sofa Landver, a member of the Knesset, 
said at the ribbon-cutting ceremony in Kyiv. 
Israel’s Ambassador to Ukraine Eliav 
Belotserkovsky said the center is function-
ing in modern premises and more people 
will be able to visit it. “We have finally 
moved to a center that presents our state in 
the right way. Here we have modern prem-
ises where more programs could be held. 
More and more people are interested in 
our programs and cultural ties,” the ambas-
sador noted. (Interfax Ukraine)

Rada ratifies Canada-Ukraine trade pact

KYIV – On March 14, the Verkhovna 
Rada ratified the Canada-Ukraine Free 
Trade Agreement. Ukraine’s President 
Petro Poroshenko praised the ratification, 
and called it a historic moment for Canada-
Ukraine relations. Mr. Poroshenko stated, 
“Conclusion of the FTA Agreement with 
Canada is the recognition of progress of our 
state on the track of reforms. It is a symbol 
of trust in principles and values of doing 
business that are being formed in Ukraine 
under the best standards and practices. ...
This agreement initiates a symbolic trans-
Atlantic bridge of free trade. Thus, 
Ukrainian business will get access to the 
North American market. And this provides 
for the increase of the Ukrainian exports.” 
The president also noted: “The agreement 
is a very important response to the Russian 
hybrid aggression that threatens not only 
Ukraine, but also the EU countries, Canada 
and the whole free world, which is the evi-
dence of our unbroken trans-Atlantic unity 
and solidarity.” (Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress Daily Briefing)

OSCE prolongs mission in Ukraine

VIENNA – The Organization for Security 
and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) on 
March 16 prolonged its monitoring mission 
in Ukraine by one year – until March 2018. 
Three years after Moscow illegally annexed 
the Crimean region, tensions between 

Ukraine and Russia-backed separatists are 
still high and a 2015 ceasefire agreement is 
violated regularly. Fighting has claimed the 
lives of at least 20 civilians since the start of 
the year and wounded almost 100 more, 
according to the United Nations. In recent 
weeks, the observers have reported a dete-
riorating security situation in eastern 
Ukraine and an increase in the number of 
ceasefire violations. The unarmed civilian 
OSCE mission, with more than 700 interna-
tional observers, seeks to reduce tensions 
and report on the situation on the ground. 
The 57 member states of the OSCE, which 
include Ukraine, Russia and the United 
States, decided by consensus to extend the 
mandate of the mission until March 31, 
2018, the OSCE said. The mission was first 
deployed in 2014, and this was its third 
extension. It will have a budget of 105.5 
million euros for the year, enabling the staff 
to upgrade monitoring equipment. (RFE/
RL, based on reporting by Reuters and 
TASS)

U.S.-led battalion heads to Poland 

WASHINGTON – A U.S. military com-
mander said a U.S.-led battalion of more 
than 1,100 NATO soldiers is being deployed 
in Poland from the start of April as the alli-
ance sets up a new force in response to the 
Russian occupation and annexation of 
Ukraine’s Crimean peninsula. U.S. Army Lt. 
Col. Steven Gventer, who heads the battle 
group, said on March 20 that the battalion 
was “a mission, not a cycle of training 
events.” He said “the purpose is to deter 
aggression in the Baltics and in Poland,” 
and that the force is “fully ready to be 
lethal.” More than 900 U.S. soldiers, about 
150 British troops and some 120 
Romanian soldiers will make up the battal-
ion in northeastern Poland. It is one of four 
multinational formations across the Baltic 
region that Russia has condemned as an 
aggressive strategy on its frontiers. Britain, 
Canada and Germany are leading the other 
three battle groups in Estonia, Latvia and 
Lithuania. Those deployments are due to 
be operational by June and will have sup-
port from a several other NATO nations, 
including France. (RFE/RL, based on 
reporting by Reuters and AP)

Lithuania wants NATO command closer

VILNIUS – Lithuania’s president says 
NATO should move its command centers 
closer to the alliance’s eastern borders to 
deter the “growing threat from Russia.” 
President Dalia Grybauskaite on March 16 

said NATO’s current location in Western 
Europe is a relic of the Cold War and that 
more forces should be redeployed. “The 
current NATO command structures and 
military forces were positioned according 
to the Cold War logic – in Europe’s west 
and south,” Ms. Grybauskaite said after 
talks with U.S. Gen. Curtis Scaparrotti, 
NATO’s supreme allied commander. With 
the “growing threat from Russia, it is neces-
sary to redeploy allied forces to the eastern 
flank,” the Lithuanian president said. She 
said NATO has been “too slow” to redeploy 
its command structure from Western 
Europe. Gen. Scaparrotti told reporters that 
advanced technologies enable the Western 
military alliance “to command and control 
from different locations.” Since World War 
II, U.S. and NATO forces have been sta-
tioned in Western Europe, mainly in 
Germany, Britain and Italy. But NATO is 
beefing up its presence in Eastern Europe, 
deploying four multinational battalions to 
the Baltic states and Poland on a rotational 
basis in an effort to reassure Eastern mem-
bers in the face of Russia’s military support 
for separatists in eastern Ukraine and its 
illegal annexation of Ukraine’s Crimean 
Peninsula. Hundreds of NATO troops and 
heavy equipment have been moved to 
Lithuania as part of that process. (RFE/RL, 
based on reporting by AFP and DPA)

Sanctions-hit Russians get tax breaks 

MOSCOW – Russian President Vladimir 
Putin has signed a law that exempts 
Russians who are under Western sanctions 
from paying taxes in Russia if they are reg-
istered as taxpayers abroad. The amend-
ment to the Tax Code that Mr. Putin signed 
into law on April 4 also relieves such indi-
viduals of the requirement that they 
declare their incomes. The legislation, initi-
ated by the ruling United Russia party, also 
grants Russians under sanctions the right 
to receive a refund on taxes paid to the 
Russian treasury since 2014 if they prove 
their status as a foreign tax resident. In 
2014, Western countries imposed asset 
freezes and travel bans on dozens of 
Russians – some of them close to Mr. Putin 
– after Moscow seized the Crimean 
Peninsula and backed separatists in east-
ern Ukraine. A 2013 law prohibits Russian 
officials and lawmakers from owning bank 
accounts, securities or companies abroad, 
but allows them to have property in foreign 
countries that is taxed by local authorities. 
(RFE/RL,  based on reporting by 
Kommersant, TASS and Interfax)
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The bill condemns the Communist and 
Nazi regimes as criminal and forbids the 
public denial of the criminal nature of those 
regimes, as well as forbids the public dis-
play and propaganda of their symbolism. 

The measure did not stipulate the penal-
ties for violating the prohibitions stated in 
the bill, but drew 254 votes in favor and 
was sponsored by 13 members of 
Parliament. However, the bill stated that all 
Communist symbols would be scheduled 
for removal within six months of President 
Petro Poroshenko signing the legislation, 
which he did on May 15, 2015. 

The city of Kirovohrad, named after the 
Bolshevik leader Sergei Kirov, and center of 
the oblast center of 233,000 residents, was 
renamed in 2016 as Kropyvnytskyi after 
the writer, actor and playwright Marko 
Kropyvnytskyi, who was born near the city.

Volodymyr Viatrovych, who heads the 
Ukrainian Institute of National Memory, 
responded to Russophile criticism from the 
Kremlin on the decommunization bill, not-

ing that that other post-Communist 
European Union member-states had 
passed similar laws long ago. Mr. 
Viatrovych was also one of the main 
authors of the legislation. Other critics of 
the bill said that the measure could limit 
the study of certain parts of history during 
the second world war and how these 
events are remembered.

A third bill established May 8 as the 
national Day of Memory and Reconciliation, 
bringing Ukraine to global standards in 
commemorating the end of World War II., 
Titled, “On Remembering the Victory over 
Nazism in World War II,” it did not cancel 
the Soviet observance of May 9 as Victory 
Day, nor did it eliminate the official usage of 
the Soviet term “Great Patriotic War.”

A fourth bill was approved on April 9, 
2015. “On Access to the Archives of the 
Repressive Bodies of the Communist 
Totalitarian Regime” ensured public access 
to Soviet documents and placed the state 
archives under the control of the Ukrainian 
Institute of National Memory.

Source: “Rada approves historic bills to 
part with Soviet legacy,” by Zenon Zawada, 
The Ukrainian Weekly, April 19, 2015.

(Continued from page 6)

Turning...
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Moscow outlet...

tatives of national minorities, and chiefly of 
the Russian-language community.” 

Next, it says, Moscow should focus on 
“existing regional projects” like Latgale in 
Latvia, the Narva region in Estonia and 
Vilno kray in Lithuania even as it promotes 
new regional movements like Klaipeda 
(Memel) kray, Suvalkia (Yatvyagia) and 
Zemaitiia in Lithuania, Courland in Latvia, 
and the islands of Hiiumaa and Saareman 
(Oessel and Dago) in Estonia.

The article discusses in detail the situa-
tion in each of these places, the levers 
Moscow can use and what it descries as 
“the best outcome for Russia” in each case. 
And then it turns to a discussion of how to 
“strengthen pro-Russian influence among 
the three titular nationalities by promoting 
a broad rewriting of the national narratives 
of those peoples.”

The article concludes that Moscow will 
likely have the greatest success in promot-
ing its ideas in Latvia, given the high rate of 
inter-ethnic marriage – “20 percent of 
Latvians are married to representatives of 
other nationalities, in the overwhelming 
majority of cases with Russian speakers” – 
and the large share of Russian speakers 
among Latvians.

Moscow will face more problems in 
dealing with the Estonians, the article con-
tinues, because the rate of inter-ethnic 
marriage is much lower – only 7 percent – 

and Russian language knowledge is less as 
well. It recommends that Moscow promote 
itself as “the chief homeland” of the Finno-
Ugric peoples as a way around this.

To get this process moving, the 
SputnikPogrom portal says, Russians 
should stop using Baltic toponyms and 
replace them in every case with Russian 
names in order to stress the Russianness of 
the region. Thus, “not Tallinn but Reval or 
Kolyvan, not Tartu but Yuryev, not Ventspils 
but Vindara” and so on.

And it suggests that Russians are fully 
justified in doing so, given that the Balts 
substitute their national names for Russian 
ones in the areas they claim: Thus, Latvians 
call Putalovo in Pskov Oblast Abrene, 
Estonians call Ivangorod Yaanillinn, and 
Lithuanians refer to Kaliningrad as 
Karalyaucius.

What is striking and undoubtedly 
intended to be striking is the level of detail 
this article offers. While decision makers in 
the Kremlin may not do everything the arti-
cle calls for, clearly there are many in 
Moscow who have been thinking long and 
hard about how to break up three NATO 
member countries by using soft power and 
other means.

That should be a matter of concern, 
given that Moscow has demonstrated else-
where that it views regionalism in other 
countries – but not, of course, in its own – 
as an important resource it can use to pro-
mote Russian interests by weakening the 
countries where such regionalism exists or 
can be created. 

the ad hoc team’s coach who runs a soccer 
school in the Detroit metropolitan area 
together with his father, Leonid Shor, him-
self a graduate of Dynamo’s soccer acade-
my. “Their parents have a background here, 
but they’ve never been here. So, we orga-
nized this in order to… give the boys a little 
taste of how it’s properly played in Europe.”

Before their arrival, the North Americans 
– 12 from the Toronto area, three from 
Chicago and one from Detroit – held only 
four practice sessions over two days, and 
then one more in-country before their first 
match-up versus Dynamo’s squad of players 
under age 16.

Expectedly, the team lost 0-10 to the 
technically and tactically superior 
Ukrainian side in a game played less than 
48 hours after landing in Kyiv on April 1. 
Two days later, on April 5, Dynamo U.S.A.-
Canada succumbed 0-3 to a younger squad 
under age 15.

“It’s a good exercise to play against 
Dynamo [Kyiv]. They’re physically and 
mentally ahead of us, but it’s good to see a 
different way of playing than what we’re 
used to in our country,” said 16-year-old 
Torontonian midfielder Gregory Chved, one 
of two players that Leonid Shor has identi-
fied as having professional prospects. 
“They play more tactically, they pass more 
and they’re quicker, in general.”

Visiting their ancestral homeland for the 
first time alleviated the pain of losing for 
many.

Sixteen-year-old Chicagoan Maksym 
Repetyuk said it was easy taking his mind 
off the defeats because “coming to Ukraine 
for the first time in my life was truly capti-
vating.”

He continued: “I wasn’t expecting a victo-
ry at all… I’ve felt very lucky to be playing in 
Kyiv, knowing that it’s a once-in-a-lifetime 
moment which I won’t forget for any time 
soon. Ukraine is completely different than 
the U.S. with beautiful hills expanding across 
the coast of the Dnipro [River], and the old 
structures which still remain to this day.”

Although lopsided, the games still 

brought benefit to the Ukrainian side, 
according to Oleksandr Sytnyk, the coach of 
the under-15 squad.

“It’s obvious they came here with a 
desire to play… it’s evident they’re trained, 
they know what to do on the pitch in every 
phase of the game,” he said. “I only would 
like to see more gatherings like this. It’s 
always pleasing to share experience, to take 
a look at what other teams are doing, their 
style of play.”

Leonid Shor’s connection to Dynamo 
Kyiv’s academy made the trip possible. In 
January, the academy’s director, Oleksandr 
Ishchenko, sent an official letter to the 
Detroit soccer school that the Shors run 
inviting a group to play three friendlies in 
order to “strengthen business ties, friendly 
relations between the Ukrainian and 
American youth.”

In time, the Shors found interested par-
ties in Toronto from the nearby Karpaty 
soccer club in Mississauga, a suburb of over 
1 million people, as well as Chicago.

“Ukrainian heritage makes it a lot easier 
for people… to come to Ukraine rather than 
trying to explain to Italians why they should 

(Continued from page 1)

Diaspora soccer...

come to Ukraine,” explained Semen Shor.
As a world-class soccer club with 15 

Ukrainian championships under its belt, 
Dynamo Kyiv is used to “high-level organiz-
ing because they host and visit many tour-
naments,” observed Semen Shor. “The boys 
are happy. We basically got everything for 
which we asked, we got training sessions, 
we have games, we have anthems [before 
games], we have everything.”

This spring’s trip came amid the growing 
popularity of soccer as a sport among youth 
in the U.S. Around 3 million kids age 5-19 
years play soccer, according to U.S. Youth 
Soccer, a non-profit that promotes the sport. 
Only basketball is more popular as a specta-
tor sport among 12- to 17-year-olds, a 
Huffington Post report found last year.

Currently, the Wall Street Journal found, 
“youth soccer participation doubles tackle 

football and has over a million more kids 
than baseball.”

And Michigan, where the Shors are 
based, has 92,022 kids playing soccer in a 
state that doesn’t have an MLS team – the 
nation’s premier professional league is set 
to expand to 23 teams next year when the 
Los Angeles Football Club debuts.

Thus, Semen Shor hopes that “this is the 
first of many of our trips here… the only 
thing is we have to find more interest in 
North America to keep coming back here.”

For people like Mr. Chved of Toronto, 
seeing family in Ukraine is an added incen-
tive.

“I haven’t seen them in eight years, my 
family lives in Ternopil, but will visit me in 
Kyiv while I’m here,” he said while still sur-
veying the soccer pitch, the last player to 
get on the bus after the second match. 

Dynamo U.S.A.-Canada together with the Dynamo Kyiv under-15 team following their friendly fixture on April 5 at the Dynamo 
Football Academy in Kyiv during which the Ukrainian side won 3-0. 

Mark Raczkiewycz



No. 15THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY      SUNDAY, APRIL 9, 201718

Ukrainian Institute of America celebrates composer Yevhen Stankovych
by Adrian Bryttan

NEW YORK – Ukrainian composer Yevhen Stankovych is 
particularly fond of this startling Nostradamus prophesy: 
“A new, more pleasing language and culture will emerge in 
the land where the river Borysthenes (Dnipro) flows…” 
The venerable composer, teacher and ambassador of 
Ukrainian music has survived upheavals of the Soviet era, 
independence, and now the Russian invasions. He faces 
each day with faith in a better future.

The Ukrainian Institute of America’s March 19 “Meet the 
Composer” concert dedicated to Mr. Stankovych was impor-
tant because it not only presented a cross-section of his 
seminal compositions, but also, as expressed by Solomiya 
Ivakhiv, artistic director of Music at the Institute (MATI) 
concert series, because it honored a man renowned for his 
humane concern and support for musical organizations and 
many individual artists throughout his native Ukraine.

A central figure of contemporary Ukrainian music, 
Maestro Stankovych was born in 1942 in the city of Svaliava 
in Zakarpattia Oblast. An outspoken proponent for the indi-
viduality of every composer, Mr. Stankovych always insisted 
that his students at the Kyiv Conservatory learn from all the 
masters – Baroque, Romantic, modern. (His beloved com-
poser is Johann Sebastian Bach, whose works no doubt 
influenced some of his own elaborate polyphonic textures.) 

At the same time he is passionate about Ukrainian folk 
songs. Conversing with this author, Mr. Stankovych shared 
his enthusiasm for pre-Christian folk songs of central 
Ukraine in particular. These ancient songs are unique 
among the world’s cultures; there is absolutely nothing 
else like them anywhere. In 1976, his studies led him to 
compose a folk opera “The Flower of the Fern,” comprising 
many of these melodies. 

His compositions include six symphonies, six ballets, ora-
torios, instrumental concertos, chamber works and music 
for over 100 films They have been performed by major 
orchestras and ensembles throughout the world, and many 
are recorded on Melodiya, Analecta, ASV and Naxos labels. 

Mr. Stankovych is a gentle, unassuming man with a wry 
wit. With eyes closed in concentration, he attentively fol-
lowed each performance at the concert in his honor.

By contrasting works from two periods in his creative 
life (early post-student years and the most recent decade), 
the concert at the UIA also threw a fascinating light on 
much of the social and artistic turmoil of those times. The 
performances were preceded by an extended question-
and-answer period, during which Mr. Stankovych and fel-
low avant-garde composer Leonid Hrabovsky shared many 
of their experiences and insights with listeners. 

Early works

The oldest composition on the program was the 1968 
Sonata No. 2 for Cello and Piano, completed two years 
before the composer’s graduation from the Kyiv 
Conservatory. (Earlier, Mr. Stankovych spoke gratefully of 
the influence of his composition teachers, Stanyslav 
Liudkevych and Myroslav Skoryk, and especially of Borys 
Liatoshynsky, whom he calls “an exponent of the highest 
professionalism” and “one of the greatest talents.” The cello 
happens to be an instrument Mr. Stankovych studied for a 
long time; however, an opportunity lost was his delay of 45 
years before composing his second cello concerto, especial-

ly after the encouragement of world artist Mstislav 
Rostropovich, whom he met in Ukraine in 1970.)

Performed with appropriate intensity and flair by cellist 
Yves Dharamraj and pianist Philip Edward Fisher, this 
sonata today strikes the listener as hardly more than a col-
lage of avant-garde mannerisms and experimentation with 
sporadic “effects” like tuning down the cello and the 
accompanist plucking strings inside the piano.

Two other pieces, both from 1972, were pretty much in 
the same vein. Violinist Ms. Ivakhiv and pianist Tanya 
Bannister navigated the challenges of the triptych “On the 
Highland.” Here, the composer’s favorite device of dramatic 
contrast was distributed over three movements: “Lullaby,” 
“Wedding” and “Improvisation.” 

Finally, Two Pieces for Violin and Cello were given a dra-
matic reading by Ms. Ivakhiv and Mr. Dharamraj. But once 
again, despite some surface excitement, structural ele-
ments like the motor-driven slashing chords at the outset 
ultimately seemed more like isolated gestures rather than 
germs for rigorous development. 

Reflections on Soviet, post-Soviet times

Mr. Stankovych’s creative growth and evolution encoun-
tered various difficulties under the Soviets. During the pre-
concert talk, Messrs. Stankovych and Hrabovsky described 
how at that time Ukraine was pretty much isolated from 
contemporary musical life. However, there did exist a win-
dow to Europe – through Poland (particularly concerts of 
the eminent composer Witold Lutoslawski). Out of favor 
with the Soviet regime for their “modernisms,” many 
Ukrainian composers attended these performances and 
brought back new scores to study.

The complicated life of a composer is never easy, and 
more so in uncertain times. Even so, all was not bleak. The 
Ukrainian state-run “spilky,” or music unions, did provide 
support – a network of ensembles to perform new works, a 
national publishing house and material aid, including living 

 CONCERT NOTES

During the final bow (from left) are: Solomiya Ivakhiv, violinist; Yevhen Stankovych, composer; Philip Edward 
Fisher, pianist; Tanya Bannister, pianist; and Yves Dharamraj, cellist.

Christina Stasiuk

Performing during the concert are 
Solomiya Ivakhiv and Yves Dharamraj.

Olena Sidlovych
Yevhen Stankovych, his daughter Rada Stankovych (center) and 

Solomiya Ivakhiv at the Ukrainian Institute of America.

Christina Stasiuk

accommodations. Ironically, this left a post-Soviet residue, 
where according to Ms. Ivakhiv, many of today’s musical 
organizations and performers now find it difficult to adjust to 
the lack of a safety net amidst their new “freedoms” and the 
necessity to build careers by the rules of the marketplace. 

The Q&A discussion also touched on the need for diffi-
cult legal reform in Ukraine, in order to encourage artistic 
donations by providing tax benefits like in other countries. 
The openness of audiences to new music in Ukraine and 
elsewhere was debated, as well as Mr. Hrabovsky’s stimu-
lating comments about the role of technical media in com-
partmentalizing music into dozens of sub-genres like rap, 
country, heavy metal, etc. Listeners accustomed to the 
quick “sound-bites” of our digital age consequently have 
shorter attention spans not conducive to following classi-
cal music. And sadly, the humanitarian element is disap-
pearing from schools. Mr. Hrabovsky predicted that, if this 
trend continues, there will soon be no audiences left.

Mature works

The remaining compositions at the UIA concert proved 
far more substantial; indeed, they whet the appetite to 
hear more of Mr. Stankovych’s varied output, especially his 
larger symphonic works. A more direct, personal lyricism 
and a new richness in the composer’s tonal palette now 
made themselves heard in these mature works in which he 
fully spread his wings.

The 2011 Quasi Sonata No. 2 for Flute and Piano, 
“Dancing on Flowers. Thumbelina,” is an amiable, good-
natured piece that exploits and showcases the flute. 
Opening with a playful duet for both instruments, “Dancing 
on Flowers” contrasts bravura roulades with lyrical melo-
dies over subtle harmonic transitions in the piano’s ostina-
to figures. Flautist Nora Lee Garcia tossed off the virtuosic 
challenges with full, vibrant tone and was expertly part-
nered by Mr. Fisher in the complex piano part. Judging by 
numerous individual postings on YouTube, “Dancing on 
Flowers” must certainly be a lot of fun to perform.

 (It is gratifying to realize that Mr. Stankovych’s music is 
now reaching a wider circle of performers thanks to the 
efforts of Lauren Keiser Music publishing. Earlier, company 
president Matthew Keiser enthusiastically spoke about his 
hopes to advance the music of Mr. Stankovych and other 
fine Ukrainian composers. He said the biggest problem is 
piracy on Google, Facebook and other media sites.) 

“Epilogues” (2007) for piano trio introduced lush and 
boldly Romantic colors, with lyrical harmonic progressions 
and textures reminiscent of Alban Berg and even Maurice 
Ravel. Stylishly played by Ms. Ivakhiv, Mr. Dharamraj and 
Ms. Bannister, this new soundscape was a revelation follow-
ing the other pieces. It was like entering a different world – 
but a world filled with unexpected mellifluous moments.

Solomiya Ivakhiv, composer’s advocate

Ms. Ivakhiv performed the two remaining pieces. She 
has long championed Ukrainian composers; last year she 
released her debut album “Ukraine: Journey to Freedom,” 

(Continued on page 19)
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“Geography”: Neckwear exhibition links global ethnic motifs
by Andrew Horodysky

NEW YORK – In her first ambitious 
showing with the Ukrainian Institute of 
America in New York, Lviv-based designer 
Slava Salyuk finds – in the aptly titled 
“Geography” – an avenue to combine her 
wanderlust spirit and her inventive fervid-
ness to craft jewelry that goes beyond its 
aesthetics. And, embrace the beauty it does 
– on multiple levels. Each of the 32 necklac-
es displayed reveals a deep-rooted narra-
tive, the cross-cultural currents that 
inspired it and the grace captured by it.

The personal adornment of jewelry – 
besides enhancing beauty – symbolizes sta-
tus, wealth and assets, excites the sense of 
prized possession, arouses aesthetic satis-
faction, displays the craftsmanship that 
goes into its creation and continues age-old 
traditions. 

In much of the four corners of the world, 
jewelry has a significant function in the life 
of the community, and is carefully pre-
served, only to be brought out on the most 
important occasions, such as weddings and 
funeral ceremonies. It serves as an ecumeni-
cal symbol of protective powers and tradi-
tional and religious connections. From birth 
to death, jewelry plays an integral role in 
rite-of-passage rituals and is worn as insig-
nia to mark the stages of an individual’s life. 
Perpetuating spiritual and ethnic meaning 
that underlies its use as a ritual artifact, jew-
elry reinforces expressions of strong emo-
tions and diversity of social phenomena.

Ms. Salyuk’s intricate and ornate neck-
laces reflect on traditional global motifs 
and inclinations. “Geography” is an arti-
san’s uniquely introspective journey 
through time and place where unexpected 
parallel decorative and design influences 
from Africa, the Arabian Peninsula, South 
Asia, Latin America and the Ukrainian 
Carpathian Mountains demonstrate mysti-
cal relationships between distinct cultures 
whose ethnic and spiritual paths have 
never genuinely nor concretely crossed. Ms. 
Salyuk is naturally attracted to the wealth 
and variety of craftsmanship that stems 
from these history-laden lands, and partic-
ulary fascinated by the exquisite ethnic and 

tribal jewelry that originates from the 
Middle East and Asia, as these feature 
strongly in her work. 

Through the lyrical fusion of materials 
and craft, each piece of the artist’s neck-
wear is enriched with the collected insight, 
nuanced meaning and power that is woven 
into the organic essence of being and tradi-
tion. Ms. Salyuk’s maintains a near obses-
sive predisposition for collecting and 
employing a diverse array of materials such 

as semi-precious stones, Venetian glass, 
Hutsul and Coptic crucifixes, silver ancien 
régime coins and medallions, and beads to 
create necklaces that retain unique ele-
ments of the multicultural past while 
adapting a personal vocabulary within a 
contemporary context.

Ms. Salyuk was first exposed to jewelry 
design by her late father, noted artist, jewel-
er and ethnographer Lyubart Lishchynskyi. 
He shared with her an innate knowledge 
and demonstration of craft, spirituality, and 
cultural  and national  awareness. 
Demonstrating a harmonious rhythm, 
together they crafted unique interpretations 
of Hutsul-inspired zgarda. Following her 
father’s untimely death in 1998, Ms. Salyuk 
continued in their joint practice, eventually 
developing her own voice and style.

Already fluent in traditional Ukrainian 
motifs, she became intrigued by the simi-
larity of women’s ethnic jewelry from dis-
tant cultures and periods. As she sourced 
materials from around the world, she 
detected that, for example, an 18th century 
Ethiopian cross could easily be mistaken 
for a cross made in Kyiv in the 13th century, 
or that a Coptic cross might bear similar 
motifs to those found on Hutsul carved 
architectural details and decorative chests. 
These observations were the beginnings of 
what has evolved into “Geography,” an 
exploration three years in the making. 

This exhibition doesn’t explicitly question 
another hierarchy of aesthetics – the divi-
sion between art and “ethnographic” arti-

facts. But, the questions come easily enough. 
Every necklace bears a captivating story 
regarding the origin and symbolism of each 
element, stone and cross. Just like a flame, 
each piece is as enticing and alluring as the 
next, and the closer the viewer is drawn to it, 
the more engulfed by the depth of its antici-
pated meaning. This makes Ms. Salyuk’s cul-
turally inspired creations the arsenal of a 
globally minded woman who celebrates its 
context as the essence of being human – 
adornments that encompass the world.

Ms. Salyuk graduated from Lviv College 
of Technology with a concentration in fash-
ion design. In 1994, she founded the Lviv 
fashion studio collective Secession, which 
was active until 1999. Since then, she has 
maintained a sole practice as a freelance 
designer and regularly exhibits her cre-
ations with Iconart Contemporary Scared 
Art Gallery, in Lviv. Her wearable designs 
are highly sought-after and widely collected 
in Ukraine and abroad. Ms. Salyuk lives and 
works in Lviv.

Curated by the director of Art at the 
Institute,  Walter Hoydysh,  Ph.D. , 
“Geography” is on view through April 2 at 
The Ukrainian Institute of America, 2 E. 
79th St. Exhibition hours are Tuesday to 
Sunday, noon-6 p.m., or by appointment. 
Ms. Salyuk’s crafted neckwear designs are 
available for purchase through the UIA 
office. For further information, readers may 
call Olena Sidlovych, UIA executive director, 
at 212-288-8660 or e-mail at mail@ukrai-
nianinstitute.org.Slava Salyuk and Walter Hoydysh, Ph.D., director of Art at the Institute. 

Olena Sidlovych

Another necklace by Slava Salyuk incorporates antique red 
coral, sterling silver beads, vintage red flower Venetian trade 
beads and antique silver Austrian coins of the late 1800’s. The 

“dukach” features a silver pendant with a Franz Josef coin. 

A necklace by Slava Salyuk, features yellow honey jade, 
Ghanaian Krobo beads, old Venetian trade beads, Ashanti 

brass beads, Coptic crosses, and brass Hutsul fibulas.

Courtesy of the artist
Courtesy of the artist

which included several compositions by Mr. 
Stankovych.

With Mr. Fisher at the piano, the violinist 
played “Maidan Fresco,” composed in 2014 
and inspired by the composer’s immediate 
impressions of the violent events and emo-

tions of the Maidan revolution in Kyiv. The 
explosiveness of what occurred is mirrored 
by the unrelenting anguished chords at the 
outset. “Maidan Fresco” undergoes various 
swings in mood and textures until it evapo-
rates to a distant quote of the first bars of the 
Ukrainian national anthem in the right hand 
of the piano under floating violin harmonics.

Ms. Ivakhiv possesses a lovely centered 
tone that is always at the service of the 

music. One is aware of her focus on not only 
the dramatic elements, but also her respon-
siveness to shifting harmonies and textures.

One of the highlights of the program was 
“Angel’s Touch” for violin and piano. This 
was commissioned by the UIA in 2013 and 
Ms. Ivakhiv was its first performer. It is 
essentially a succession of variations on the 
lyrical opening theme. Sensitively part-
nered by Ms. Bannister, Ms. Ivakhiv’s vari-

ety of expression brought this meditative 
rhapsody to life. Some of the most tender 
moments were when the violin spun its sil-
ver thread over undulating figures in the 
accompaniment.

The contribution of both of the excellent 
pianists, Ms. Bannister and Mr. Fisher, 
deserves special praise for their combina-
tion of precision, bravura and expressive-
ness.

(Continued from page 18)
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al border. And Russia must understand 
there is no basis to move forward on the 
political aspects of the Minsk agreements 
until there is visible, verifiable and irre-
versible improvement in the security situa-
tion.

Crimea-related sanctions must remain 
in place until Russia returns control of the 
peninsula to Ukraine.

Even in the face of Russia’s aggression, 
Ukraine has accomplished a great deal 
domestically. We applaud recent reform 
successes, including anti-corruption efforts 
and pursuing necessary reforms to meet 
IMF conditionality.

The United States continues to urge 
Ukraine to redouble its efforts to imple-
ment challenging reforms, including 
uprooting corruption, increasing transpar-
ency in the judicial system, strengthening 
the banking sector, and pursuing corporate 
governance reform and the privatization of 
state-owned enterprises. We must contin-
ue to support Ukraine on its reform path.

It serves no purpose for Ukraine to fight 
for its body in Donbas if it loses its soul to 
corruption. Anti-corruption institutions 
must be supported, resourced and defended.

Even in the face of ongoing Russian 
aggression, Ukraine is committed to an ambi-
tious effort to reform and modernize its 
armed forces according to NATO standards 
by 2020.

While Russian aggression makes 
reforms more challenging, it also renders 
them more urgent.

We applaud the goals set out in the 
Strategic Defense Bulletin that President 
Poroshenko presented to allies in Warsaw, 
and we look forward to its full implementa-
tion.

The United States will continue to support 
Ukraine in this effort. Since the start of the 

(Continued from page 1)

Tillerson...

RFE/RL

Russia has accused the United States and 
its allies of “slander” as the U.S. top diplo-
mat and Pentagon chief denounced Russia’s 
actions in Ukraine and elsewhere.

Secretary of State Rex Tillerson told his 
counterparts at NATO on March 31 that the 
United States was committed to Ukraine’s 
territorial integrity and that U.S. sanctions 
against Russia will remain in place “until 
Moscow reverses the actions that triggered 
our sanctions.”

“We do not and will not accept Russian 
efforts to change the borders of the territo-
ry of Ukraine,” said Mr. Tillerson.

The secretary of state added that 
Washington “will continue to hold Russia 
accountable to its Minsk commitments,” 

referring to the Minsk process to resolve 
the Ukraine crisis. 

Tillerson was attending his first meeting 
of NATO foreign affairs ministers amid wor-
ries about U.S. President Donald Trump’s 
stated desire for closer relations with 
Moscow.

He told Ukrainian Foreign Affairs 
Minister Pavlo Klimkin, who was also at the 
meeting, that American and NATO support 
for Ukraine remained “steadfast” after 
“Russia’s aggression against Ukraine.” 

Russia responded by accusing NATO of 
spreading “the myth of a ‘Russian threat’ ” 
and “the slander of ‘Russian aggression’ ” as 
a way to unify its members.

“The U.S. and its allies are obsessed with 
building up their military presence on our 
borders, justifying it with the need to 

‘restrain Russia,’ ” the Russian Foreign 
Affairs Ministry said in a statement. 

Also on March 31, U.S. Secretary of 
Defense Jim Mattis told reporters in 
London that “Russian’s violations of inter-
national law are now a matter of record – 
from what happened with Crimea to other 
aspects of their behavior in mucking 
around inside other peoples’ elections.”

With reporting by AFP, AP, Reuters, TASS 
and Interfax.

Copyright 2017, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (for 
full text see http://www.rferl.org/a/russia-
accuses-nato-united-states-slander-ukraine-
aggression/28404566.html).

Russia accuses NATO of ‘slander’ as U.S. denounces ‘Russian aggression’

U.S. Secretary of State Rex W. Tillerson with Ukrainian Foreign Affairs Minister Pavlo 
Klimkin during the NATO-Ukraine Commission meeting on March 31 in Brussels.

NATO

crisis, the United States has committed over 
$600 million dollars in security assistance.

In addition to our bilateral contributions, 
the United States committed $1.3 million to 
the Partnership for Peace Trust Fund on 
Small Arms and Light Weapons, and also 
contributed to the NATO-Ukraine Trust Fund 
on Countering Improvised Explosive Devises.

Russian aggression in Ukraine has not 
abated. This meeting is a clear demonstra-
tion of NATO’s political support for 
Ukraine. I encourage you to make that sup-
port tangible by maintaining solidarity on 
sanctions, and by contributing individually 
to NATO-Ukraine Trust Funds.

Together we will stand by Ukraine as it 
defends its sovereign territory, strengthens 
its economy and continues to implement 
reforms. As President Trump has said, every 
country has the right to chart its own future, 
and we must help the people of Ukraine 
maintain that sacred right. Thank you.
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The Ukrainian National Association Inc.
will host a presentation by

“Wellness and Nutrition 
as a Means to Healthy Longevity”

Dr. Petrusia G. Kotlar

Dr. Kotlar, chiropractor,  is a well-known alternative health care provider 
practicing for 33 years.  Her holistic wellness practice in NYC encompasses 
spinal health, nutrition, exercise and apitherapy.  As part of her continuing 
education studies, Dr. Kotlar has completed coursework on Nutritional Pro-
tocols for Daily Living, Principles of Digestion, and Fundamentals of Herbal 
Therapy in Endocrinology and Cardiac Health, among others.

Saturday, April 22, 2017, at 2:00 p.m.
at St Michael Ukrainian Catholic Church Hall, 
569 George Street, New Haven, CT

Topics to be 
discussed include:

• Alternatives to 
   Chemical Medicine

• Ethno-nutrition
• Seasonal Eating

• Nutritional Trends 
   in 2017

Admission: 
gratis

Healthy snack 
tasting

Organized by UNA Connecticut District

C S F C U
ФЕДЕРАЛЬНА КРЕДИТОВА 

КООПЕРАТИВА 
„САМОПОМІЧ“

у Клівленді, Огайо 
з нагоди

СВІТЛОГО 
ХРИСТОВОГО 
ВОСКРЕСІННЯ

в і т а є
Український народ у вільній 

Україні, Ієрархів і Духовенство 
Українських Церков, Проводи 

українських організацій 
в Україні та в діяспорі, Українську 

світову Кооперативну Раду 
та Централю Українських 
Кооператив Америки, всіх 

своїх членів та все українське 
громадянство.

ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС!
Дирекція, Комітети

й Працівники

Щирі побажання 
радісних і щасливих 

свят
Воскресіння 

Христового!

(973) 736-5609

Вже понад 57 років...
немає музики без...
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� e Executive Committee 
of the Ukrainian National Association

and its newspapers, 
Svoboda and � e Ukrainian Weekly 

extend best wishes for a Happy Easter to the leaders of Ukrainian Churches; 
Ukrainian organizations; the UNA General Assembly; District Committees; 

Branches and members; readers of the UNA publications,
as well as Ukrainian communities in the diaspora and Ukraine.

Christ is Risen!  Indeed He is Risen!
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Радісних Свят
Воскресіння  Христового

родині, приятелям, знайомим,
Головному Урядові УНСоюзу,
працівникам, управам округ 

та відділів

щиро бажають

Стефан і Святослава Качараї
з родиною

Happy Easter
to all our family and friends

Luba and George 
WALCHUK

Радісних Свят

ВОСКРЕСІННЯ  ХРИСТОВОГО   

бажаю

родині, приятелям,
        членам Головного Уряду,
   як також працівникам

Українського Народного Союзу
та видавництва „Свобода“ 

   і The Ukrainian Weekly.

Уляна ДЯЧУК

Michael Koziupa 
and Family

Wishing a Happy Easter 
to Members of the General Assembly, District 
Committee Chairpersons, Branch Secretaries, 

UNA members, their friends 
and to all Ukrainians in the 

Diaspora and Ukraine.

Веселих Свят
Воскресіння Христового

родині, приятелям
 і знайомим

бажають

д-р Юрій і Христя ДЕМИДОВИЧ
з родиною

ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС!

З радісним Святом

Воскресіння Христового 
сердечно вітаємо 

Рідних, Приятелів і Знайомих.

НЕОНІ ЛЯ СОХАН 
і  син ТАРАС

Happy Easter

to family and friends,  
members of the UNA General Assembly,

 Branch Secretaries, and all UNA employees.

Yuriy and Nataliya Symczyk

To all my family and friends,

Ha p p y  E a s t e r
Andrew Gavdanovich with family



25THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY      SUNDAY, APRIL 9, 2017No. 15

Щирі Вітання
з нагоди свят

Воскресіння Христового 
родині, приятелям і пацієнтам 

засилають

д-р Петро Ленчур
і 

д-р Рута Чолган-Ленчур
з родиною

ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС!

 

Наталка та Ігор ҐАВДЯКИ
з родиною

ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС!

Радісних  Свят

ВОСКРЕСІННЯ  ХРИСТОВОГО
РОДИНІ, ПРИЯТЕЛЯМ

І ВСІМ ЧЛЕНАМ УАКРади
бажають

Best wishes 
to my family and friends.
May your life be blessed 
with joy and prosperity.

Happy Easter!
Mary J. KRAMARENKO

д-р Марта ЛОПАТИНСЬКА
вітає

Родину, Приятелів і Пацієнтів

із Світлим Празником

Воскресіння Христового
Eyecare MD of New Jersey
261 James St., Suite 2D
Morristown, NJ 07960
(973) 984-3937

  З радісним Святом

ХРИСТОВОГО ВОСКРЕСІННЯ

сердечно вітаю 

друзів, приятелів і всю 
українську громаду

та бажаю

жити в здоров’ї, радості та любові
з надією на краще майбутнє України.

Мирослава МИРОШНИЧЕНКО

 

 

Happy Easter 
to our 

Family and Friends

Christ is Risen! Indeed He is Risen!

Zirka and Myroslaw 
SMORODSKY

Радісних Свят
Воскресіння Христового

Родині, Приятелям і Знайомим

бажають

Анна і Стефан МАКУХИ

ВЕСЕЛИХ СВЯТ 
ВОСКРЕСІННЯ ХРИСТОВОГО

РОДИНІ, ПРИЯТЕЛЯМ і ЗНАЙОМИМ

бажають

Люба і Ярослав ФЕДУНИ з родиною
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Greetings 
and 

Best Wishes 
for a 

Blessed Easter

Христос Воскрес!

Yaroslaw and Karen CHELAK
Moye Handling Systems, Inc

39 Rt 206 Box 785
 Somerville, NJ 08876

908/526-5010 • f 908/707-1686
www.hoistdepot.com

СЛАВА УКРАЇНІ - ГЕРОЯМ СЛАВА!

НАУКОВЕ ТОВАРИСТВО ім. ШЕВЧЕНКА в АМЕРИЦІ

            вітає зі святом

ХРИСТОВОГО ВОСКРЕСІННЯ
та бажає

своїм членам і всій українській громаді Північної Америки,
України і світу духовного скріплення і Божих благ.

НТШ-А щиро вдячне громаді за досьогоднішню підтримку 
наших видавничих та інших наукових проєктів на 

терені Америки й України.

Український Хор „Думка“
в Ню-Йорку

бажає

Веселих Свят Воскресіння Христового
дорогому членству та українській громаді, 

і при цій нагоді складає щиру подяку 
за довголітню підтримку і співпрацю.

ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС!
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СТАНИЧНА СТАРШИНА
ПЛАСТОВОЇ СТАНИЦІ
В НЬЮ-ЙОРКУ

бажає

УКРАЇНСЬКІЙ ГРОМАДІ, ПЛАСТОВІЙ ФУНДАЦІЇ,
СВОЇМ ЖЕРТВОДАВЦЯМ ТА УСІМ ПЛАСТУНАМ 
І ПРИЯТЕЛЯМ ПЛАСТУ

РАДІСНОГО СВЯТА
ВОСКРЕСІННЯ
ХРИСТОВОГО

КРАЙОВА УПРАВА СПІЛКИ УКРАЇНСЬКОЇ МОЛОДІ В АМЕРИЦІ
 б а ж а є  

Ієрархам Українських Церков, Світовій Управі СУМ, 
всім Управам Осередків та Булавам Відділів Юнацтва СУМ, 

членам і прихильникам та 
Українському Народові в Україні і в діяспорі 

мирних і радісних Великодніх Свят

ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС!       ВОІСТИНУ ВОСКРЕС!
     За Крайову Управу СУМ:
    Юрій Микитин, Голова        Мирон Приймак, Секретар          

ШКІЛЬНА РАДА при УККА
 Вітає своїх Учнів, їхніх Батьків, Вчителів

 та все українське громадянство з

ВЕЛИКОДНІМИ СВЯТАМИ
та бажає успіхів у науці 

та приємних літніх вакацій. 

ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС!

УПРАВА  ШКІЛЬНОЇ  РАДИ

Greetings and best wishes 
for a healthy and blessed Easter 
from the o�  cers and governors 

of the 
Ukrainian American

Bar Association.

Вітання та найкращі побажання 
благословенного Великодня
 засилає управа
Асоціації Українських 
Правників Америки
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During this glorious time of the Resurrection of our Lord
� e Ukrainian Congress Committee of America

would like to extend its warmest greetings 
for a Happy and Blessed Easter to 

� e Hierarchies of the Ukrainian Churches, the Leadership of 
the Ukrainian World Congress, the Executive Boards of our 

member organizations, the boards and members of our UCCA 
branches and Ukrainians throughout the world

Christ Is Risen! Indeed He Is Risen!

Easter represents a time of sacri� ce, and a time of renewal. � e symbolism of 
Christ sacri� cing his own earthly life so that we may receive an eternal one, is 

reminiscent of the sacri� ces, that our brothers and sisters in Ukraine are making 
everyday, o� en with their own lives, for the sake of freedom.

During this Easter Season, may the Lord grant our brethren in Ukraine the 
strength to stand united against those who would compromise Ukraine’s freedom 

and territorial integrity, and to provide them with the fortitude to continue 
their struggle for the right to realize their aspirations to live in a democratic and 

European country.

May the Risen Son of God keep all of us in His care and protect us from all evil.

З нагоди

СВІТЛОГО ПРАЗНИКА
ВОСКРЕСІННЯ ХРИСТОВОГО

щиро вітаємо

СВОЇХ ЧЛЕНІВ, УКРАЇНСЬКУ ГРОМАДУ, а зокрема
НАЧАЛЬНОГО ПЛАСТУНА, ПЛАСТОВІ ПРОВОДИ,

УПРАВУ ПЛАСТ-ПРИЯТУ, ВСІХ ФУНДАТОРІВ,
ДОБРОДІЇВ та ЖЕРТВОДАВЦІВ

ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС!
ВОІСТИНУ ВОСКРЕС!

ДИРЕКЦІЯ ПЛАСТОВОЇ
ФУНДАЦІЇ В НЮ-ЙОРКУ

 

З нагоди 
Христового Воскресіння 

Екзекутива та Рада Директорів
Злученого Українського Американського 

Допомогового Комітету

шле щирий привіт і святочні побажання Ієрархам 
і духовенству Українських Церков, нашим добродіям 

і жертводавцям, членам ЗУАДК-у і всім нашим 
братам і сестрам по цілому світі.

 Нехай Всемогучий Господь обдарує всіх щедрими ласками.

Христос Воскрес!    Воістину Воскрес!

Екзекутива ЗУАДК-у

United Ukrainian American Relief Committee, Inc.
1206 Cottman Ave,  Philadelphia, PA 19111
Tel.  215-728-1630  •  Fax.  215-728-1631

e-mail:  uuarc@verizon.net  •  web site:  www.uuarc.org
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УКРАЇНСЬКИЙ ІНСТИТУТ 
АМЕРИКИ

вітає щирим

ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС!

ВСЕЧЕСНЕ ДУХОВЕНСТВО
УКРАЇНСЬКИХ ЦЕРКОВ,

УПРАВИ ТА ЧЛЕНСТВО ВСІХ 
УКРАЇНСЬКИХ ОРГАНІЗАЦІЙ

І ВСІХ СВОЇХ ЧЛЕНІВ, ПРИЯТЕЛІВ
ТА ЛАСКАВИХ ЖЕРТВОДАВЦІВ.

2 East 79th Sreet, New York, NY 10075
www.ukrainianinstitute.org

ВЕСЕЛИХ СВЯТ
ВОСКРЕСІННЯ ХРИСТОВОГО

УПРАВА ТА
 АДМІНІСТРАЦІЯ 

УКРАЇНСЬКОГО 
МУЗЕЮ

The Ukrainian Museum
222 East 6th Street, New York, NY 10003
Tel. 212-228-0110   Fax: 212-228-1947
E-mail: info@ukrainianmuseum.org
Web site: www.ukrainianmuseum.org

бажають 
своїм членам, жертводавцям, 

землякам в Україні 
і поза Україною

OF 12TH STREET 
RESTAURANT

Over 100 Years of Italian 
HOME COOKING

302 East 12th Street 
(near 2nd Ave.), 

New York, NY 10003
Tel.: 212-475-9531

Happy easter 
to 

the patrons of

Радісних свят
Воскресіння Христового

Рідним, Приятелям і Клієнтам

щиро бажають

НАТАЛІЯ ЛАЗІРКО, син ОЛЕГ з дружиною ГАНУСЕЮ,
донечкою ХРИСТИНОЮ і сином АНДРІЙКОМ,

дочка НАТАЛКА з донею ІВАНКОЮ

OLYMPIC COMMUNITY MARKET
122 40th Street, Irvington, NJ

Tel.: (973) 375-3181 • oleh@comcast.net

   вітаємо
весь український народ в Україні і діяспорі, 

всіх наших членів та прихильників

               і бажаємо

   В Е С Е Л И Х  С В Я Т

Хри ст о с Во скр ес!
УКРАЇНСЬКА АМЕРИКАНСЬКА 

КООРДИНАЦІЙНА РАДА
142 Second Avenue, New York, NY 10003

Tel.: (212) 505-1765   •   Fax: (212) 475-8161

З Воскресінням Христовим

РАДІСНИХ СВЯТ

ХРИСТОВОГО ВОСКРЕСІННЯ

РОДИНІ, ПРИЯТЕЛЯМ І КЛІЄНТАМ

            бажають

МАРІЙКА і МИКОЛА ДРОБЕНКО
     з дітьми 
     власники АРКИ

89 E. 2nd Street, (near 1st Ave.)
New York, NY 10009
Tel.: (212) 473-3550
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Щирі побажання

ВЕСЕЛИХ 
І ЩАСЛИВИХ СВЯТ

ВОСКРЕСІННЯ ХРИСТОВОГО!

Юліян і Марія
БАЧИНСЬКІ

власники

EAST VILLAGE MEAT MARKET, INC.
139 SECOND AVENUE (bet. 8 & 9 Streets)

NEW YORK CITY 
Tel.: (212) 228-5590

2200 Route 10 West, Suite 109, Parsippany, NJ 07054

Tel.: 973 538-3888 • Fax: 973 538-3899
Будьмо ближче до України!

Веселих 
та 

Щасливих Свят
Воскресіння Христового

РОДИНІ, ДРУЗЯМ і ВСІЙ УКРАЇНСЬКІЙ ГРОМАДІ

щиро бажає

МИХАЙЛО СТАЩИШИН
з родиною

International Trade, LTD
e-mail: roxolanaltd@roxolana.com

web:www.roxolana.com

власник фірми

Ukrainian American 
Cultural Center of New Jersey

60 North Jefferson Road, Whippany, NJ 07981

wishes

Happy Easter
to all its members, guests, patrons 

and the entire Ukrainian community.

Christ is Risen! Indeed He is Risen!
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ФЕДЕРАЛЬНА КРЕДИТОВА КООПЕРАТИВА СУМА 
в ЙОНКЕРСІ, Н.Й.

разом зі своїми філіями 
вітає

всіх своїх шановних членів, приятелів та 
українську громаду в Йонкерсі, Н. Й., Спрінґ Валі, Н. Й., 

Стемфорді, Кoн., Ню-Гейвені, Кон. та околицях
з радісним святом

ХРИСТОВОГО ВОСКРЕСІННЯ!

Бажаємо усім доброго здоров’я, миру і спокою,
успіхів у житті та праці на добро українського народу.

ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС!   ВОІСТИНУ ВОСКРЕС!
Члени Дирекції, комісії та працівники 

Федеральної Кредитової Кооперативи СУМА

SUMA (YONKERS) FEDERAL CREDIT UNION
125 Corporate Blvd, Yonkers, NY 10701

1-800-644-SUMA • 914-220-4900
memberservice@sumafcu.org

Michigan
Ukrainian Selfreliance Michigan
Federal Credit Union
26791 Ryan Road
Warren, MI 48091
T: 877. POLTAVA
Branch o¡  ces:
Hamtramck, MI
www.usmfcu.org

Michigan
Ukrainian Future Credit Union
26495 Ryan Road
Warren, MI 48091
T: 586.757.1980
Branch o¡  ces:
Hamtramck, MI
West Bloom� eld, MI
www.ukrfutcu.org

New Jersey
Nova UA Federal Credit Union
851 Allwood Road
Cli� on, NJ 07012
T: 1-844-7NOVAFCU
Branch o�  ce:
Botany Village; Cli� on, NJ
www.novafcu.com

Pennsylvania – New Jersey
Ukrainian Selfreliance
Federal Credit Union
1729 Cottman Avenue
Philadelphia, PA 19111
T: 888.POLTAVA
Branch o¡  ces:
Jenkintown, PA
Philadelphia, PA; Trenton, NJ
www.ukrfcu.com

Pennsylvania
Ukrainian Selfreliance
of Western Pennsylvania
Federal Credit Unon
95 South Seventh Street
Pittsburgh, PA 15203
T: 412.481.1865
www.samopomich.com

Connecticut-Massachusetts
Ukrainian Selfreliance New England
Federal Credit Union
21 Silas Deane Highway
Wethers� eld, CT 06109
T: 800.405.4714
Branch o¡  ces:
West� eld, MA; New Britain, CT
www.usnefcu.com

Illinois – New Jersey
Selfreliance Ukrainian American
Federal Credit Union
2332 West Chicago Ave.
Chicago, IL 60622
T: 888.222.UKR1
Branch o¡  ces:
Newark, NJ; Jersey City, NJ;
Whippany, NJ; 
Palatine, IL; Bloomingdale, IL;
Chicago, IL
www.selfreliance.com

Maryland
Selfreliance Baltimore
Federal Credit Union
2345 Eastern Avenue
Baltimore, MD 21224
T: 410.327.9841
 www.srbfcu.org

New York
Self Reliance (NY)
Federal Credit Union
108 Second Avenue
New York, NY 10003
T: 888.SELFREL
Branch o¡  ces:
Kerhonkson, NY; Uniondale, NY;
Astoria, NY; Lindenhurst, NY
www.selfrelianceny.org

New York – Connecticut
SUMA (Yonkers)
Federal Credit Union
125 Corporate Blvd.
Yonkers, NY 10701
T: 888.644.SUMA
Branch o¡  ces:
Spring Valley, NY; Stamford, CT;
New Haven, CT; Yonkers, NY
www.sumafcu.org

New York – New Jersey
Ukrainian National
Federal Credit Union
215 Second Avenue
New York, NY 10003
T: 866.859.5848
Branch o¡  ces:
South Bound Brook, NJ
Brooklyn, NY; Perth Amboy, NJ
www.ukrnatfcu.org

New York – California
Massachusetts – Ohio – 
Oregon – Washington
Ukrainian Federal Credit Union
824 Ridge Road East
Rochester, NY 14621
T: 877.968.7828
Branch o¡  ces:
Bu alo, NY; Amherst, NY; 
Cohoes, NY;  Syracuse, NY; 
Webster, NY; Westwood, MA; 
Parma, OH; Portland, OR; 
Citrus Heights, CA; 
Federal Way, WA; Vancouver, WA
www.rufcu.org

Ohio
Cleveland Selfreliance
Federal Credit Union
6108 State Road
Parma, OH 44134
T: 440.884.9111
Branch o¡  ces:
North Canton, OH; Lorain, OH
www.clevelandselfreliance.com 

ЦЕНТРАЛЯ УКРАЇНСЬКИХ КООПЕРАТИВ АМЕРИКИ (ЦУКА)
UKRAINIAN NATIONAL CREDIT UNION ASSOCIATION

2315 W. Chicago Ave.,  Chicago, Illinois 60622  •  Tel. 773 489-0050  •  www.uncua.com

Christ is Risen!           He Truly has Risen!
Wishing a Blessed Easter to the leadership, employees and all the members of Ukrainian credit 

unions. May the risen Christ fill your heart with joy, bring you hope and bless you with peace.
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21 Silas Deane Highway, Wethersfi eld, CT 06109
Tel.: 800-405-4714 • 860-296-4714 • Fax: 860-296-3499

New Britain, CT Branch
270 Broad Street, New Britain, CT 06053

Tel.: 860-801-6095, Fax: 860-801-6120

West� eld, MA 01085
103 North Elm Street, West� eld, MA 01085

Tel.: 413-568-4948, Fax: 413-568-4747

 Вже дзвони весняні у серці лунають
 До свят Великодніх приготовляють.
 Бажаєм безгрішно і радісно жити,
 Людей поважати і Богу служити.

А потім по святах про себе подбайте:
Ідіть в Кредитівку та гроші вкладайте.
Пенсійний рахунок Вам всім допоможе
В достатку прожити – любий із Вас може.

ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС!
Запрошуємо Вас і Вашу родину, що мешкають

в околицях Ню-Інґланд, завітати до нашої Кредитівки.
Дозвольте нам полагодити Ваші фінансові справи.
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All inclusive 5 nights – meals: breakfast-lunch-dinner from Monday 
through Friday (brunch). Special Banquet Thursday.

Entertainment and guest speakers. (Taxes/gratuities included)

All inclusive per person rate based on double occupancy - $480
All inclusive per person rate based on  single  occupancy - $585

BANQUET ONLY, Thursday,  June 15, 2017 - $50 pp. 

For more information call Oksana Trytjak,  Tel: 973 292-9800 ext. 3071 

CALLING ON ALL SENIORS AND FRIENDS!

JOIN US FOR A SPECIAL WEEK 

AT SOYUZIVKA

Sunday, June 11– Friday, June 16

Remember to bring your embroidered � nery
(vyshyvanky) for the banquet. 

If possible bring items for the auction!

SOYUZIVKA TEL:  845 626-5641

Remember to bring your embroidered � nery

MAKE 
RESERVATIONS 

EARLY!
Registration beginning Sunday, June 11,

at 4:00 pm  at  SOYUZIVKA 

IT’S FUN

AFFORDABLE

WE WELCOME 
NEW GUESTS!

 BRING 
FRIENDS

INTERESTING
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April 10 Seminar with Sait Ocakli, “Crimean Khan Mehmed Giray 
Cambridge, MA IV’s Involvement in the Polish-Muscovite Struggle over
 Ukraine (1654-1666),” Harvard University,
 www.huri.harvard.edu or 617-495-4053

April 11 Commemorative art exhibit featuring works by Valery 
New York Hnatenko, Shevchenko Scientific Society, 212-254-5130

April 12 Presentation by Adrian Karatnycky, “How Strong Is the 
Cambridge, MA Ukrainian State? Institutions and Society; External and 
 Internal Threats,” Harvard University,
 www.huri.harvard.edu or 617-495-4053

April 15 Concert, Dakha Brakha, “New Sounds from Ukraine,” 
New York Schimmel Center at Pace University,
 http://schimmelcenter.org or 212-346-1715

April 15 Concert, Gogol Bordello, Stone Pony,
Asbury Park, NJ www.stoneponyonline.com or 732-502-0600

April 17 Seminar with Olena Bogdan, “How Similar, How Different?
Cambridge, MA What Surveys Reveal About Believers from the Three
 Largest Churches in Ukraine,” Harvard University,
 www.huri.harvard.edu or 617-495-4053 

April 19 Combined choir concert under the direction of Michael
Toronto  Zaugg, “Resurrection: Music From the Resurrectional
 Divine Liturgy,” St. Paul Anglican Church, 
 www.resurrectionalliiturgy.com

April 19 Book launch and symposium, “Jewish Ludmir: Book Launch
Cambridge, MA and Symposium,” Harvard University, www.huri.harvard.edu
 or 617-495-4053

April 19 Presentation by Alina Polyakova, “The Kremlin’s Trojan Horses?:
Stanford, CA  Russia and the European Far Right,” Stanford University,
 www.creees.stanford.edu or magdafb@stanford.edu

April 20 Combined choir concert under the direction of Michael
Rochester, NY Zaugg, “Resurrection: Music From the Resurrectional
 Divine Liturgy,” St. Michael Roman Catholic Church, 
 www.resurrectionalliiturgy.com

April 20 Presentation by Viktoriya Sereda, “Region, Nation and 
Stanford, CA Beyond: Mapping Identity Shifts in the Aftermath of the 
 Euromaidan,” Stanford University,
 creeesinfo@stanford.edu or 650-725-2563

April 21 Combined choir concert under the direction of Michael
Philadelphia Zaugg, “Resurrection: Music From the Resurrectional
 Divine Liturgy,” Immaculate Conception Ukrainian 
 Catholic Cathedral, www.resurrectionalliiturgy.com

April 22 Literary evening with Serhiy Zhadan and Friends, 
New York Yara Arts Group, The Ukrainian Museum, 212-228-0110 
 or www.ukrainianmuseum.org

Entries in “Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to events 
advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome submissions 
from all our readers. Items will be published at the discretion of the editors 
and as space allows. Please send e-mail to mdubas@ukrweekly.com.

P: 973-854-0917
F: 888-392-5704
e: roman@tabalaw.com

2200 Route 10, Suite 104 
Parsippany, NJ 07054 

www.tabalaw.com

Wishing a Happy Easter

to all our family, 
friends and clients

Roman Tabatchouk and family

ROMAN TABATCHOUK, ESQ.
Licensed in NJ & NY

Х Р И С Т О С  В О С К Р Е С !

ВЕСЕЛИХ СВЯТ
ВОСКРЕСІННЯ ХРИСТОВОГО

 –  б а ж а є  – 

Українській громаді

ЛИТВИН i ЛИТВИН
УКРАЇНСЬКЕ ПОХОРОННЕ ЗАВЕДЕННЯ

Theodore M. Lytwyn, Manager
License #3212

UNION FUNERAL HOME
1600 Styuvesant Ave. (corner of Stanley Terr.)

 Union, NJ 07083 • Tel.: 908-964-4222
 www.unionfuneralhome.com

ВЕСЕЛИХ СВЯТ
ВОСКРЕСІННЯ ХРИСТОВОГО

вельмишановним клієнтам, друзям та знайомим

– бажає –

родина Козіцьких
власники

DUNWOODIE TRAVEL BUREAU
125 Corporate Blvd., Ste 300, Yonkers, NY 10701

Tel.: 914-969-4200
e-mail: alesia@dunwoodietravel.com

ЩИР О СЕРДЕЧНІ ПОБАЖАННЯ

РА ДІСНИХ СВЯТ
ХРИС ТОВОГО ВО СКРЕСІННЯ

для української громади
засилає

DNIPRO LLC
Тел.: 908 241-2190       888 336-4776

Вже 46 років обслуговуємо українську громаду в США
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PREVIEW OF EVENTS
Tuesday, April 11

NEW YORK: The Shevchenko Scientific 
Society invites all to an art exhibit by Valery 
Hnatenko (1947-1987). The event is present-
ed to commemorate the 70th anniversary of 
the artist’s birth and the 30th anniversary of 
his death, as well as the 45th anniversary of 
political arrests in Soviet Ukraine in 1972. 
The exhibit will include portraits, drawings 
and documents from the dissident move-
ment, as well as books printed in Ukraine 
after 1991. The lecture will take place at the 
society’s building, 63 Fourth Ave. (between 
Ninth and 10th streets) at 6 p.m. For addi-
tional information call 212-254-5130.

Thursday-Sunday, April 27-30

NEW YORK: Don’t miss UMFF 2017, The 

Ukrainian Museum’s Film Festival of new, 
independent film. This year’s line-up 
includes documentaries from the 
Babylon’13 series directed by Volodymyr 
Tykhyy, the Best of National Competition 
from Kyiv IFF Molodist – short films curated 
by Damian Kolodiy, the feature drama “Nest 
of the Turtledove” directed by Taras 
Tkachenko, and a new documentary by 
Volodymyr Artymyshyn, formerly co-pro-
ducer and editor of the TV show “Kontakt.” 
Join us for the panel discussion with film-
makers on opening night. Seating is limited. 
Check our ad in this newspaper for ticketing 
information. The Ukrainian Museum is 
located at 222 E. Sixth St.; telephone, 212-
228-0110; website, www.ukrainianmuse-
um.org.

PREVIEW OF EVENTS GUIDELINES
Preview of Events is a listing of Ukrainian community events open to the public. It is a ser-
vice provided at minimal cost ($20 per listing) by The Ukrainian Weekly to the Ukrainian 
community.  Items must be no more than 100 words long. 

Preview items must be received no later than one week before the desired date of 
publication. Please include payment for each time the item is to appear and indicate 
date(s) of issue(s) in which the item is to be published. 

Information should be sent to preview@ukrweekly.com. When e-mailing, please do not 
send items as attachments – simply type the text into the body of the e-mail message. 
Preview items and payments may be mailed to: Preview of Events, The Ukrainian Weekly, 
2200 Route 10, P.O. Box 280, Parsippany, NJ 07054. 

2017 Spring-Easter Catalog
is available now!

to order a copy, see: www.yevshan.com
or call: 1-800-265-9858


