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BRUSSELS – Ukrainians celebrated 
the first day of visa-free travel to most 
European Union countries, which 
President Petro Poroshenko welcomed 
as a “a final exit of our country from the 
Russian Empire.”

The liberalized regime entered into 
force on June 11, allowing Ukrainian citi-
zens who have biometric passports to 
enter all EU member states other than 

Ireland and the United Kingdom without 
a visa for up to 90 days during any 180-
day period. It also applies to four 
Schengen-area countries that are not in 
the EU: Norway, Iceland, Liechtenstein 
and Switzerland.

President Poroshenko met with his 
Slovak counterpart, Andrej Kiska, on the 
Slovak-Ukrainian border, opening a sym-
bolic “door to the EU.”

“We have waited so long for this,” the 
Ukrainian president said at the 

Uzhhorod border crossing in the 
Zakarpattia region. “I am sure that this 
day, June 11, will go down in the history 
of Ukraine as a final exit of our country 
from the Russian empire and its return 
to the family of European nations.”

“Welcome to Europe,” President Kiska 
told the crowd attending the event. “I 
want to call on you to continue carrying 
out reforms.”

(Continued on page 19)

President Petro Poroshenko and President of Slovakia Andrej Kiska take part in the symbolic ceremony of the opening of 
the doors to Europe on the Ukrainian-Slovak border on the occasion of the introduction of the visa-free regime between 

Ukraine and the Schengen area on June 11.

Presidential Administration of Ukraine

   UKRAINE MOVES CLOSER TO EUROPE

Crucial health care reform begins, 
NATO membership becomes priority

by Mark Raczkiewycz

KYIV – Ukraine’s acting Health Minister Dr. 
Ulana Suprun flew to the U.S. this week to meet 
with the World Bank and the International 
Monetary Fund, as well as the Ukrainian 
Medical Association of North America to fur-
ther garner support for health reform. 

Ukraine’s Parliament on June 8 passed the 
American physician’s set of bills in the first of 
two required readings. The bills are designed 
to completely overhaul the country’s ineffi-
cient, Soviet-era health care system. 

Two weekly plenary sessions remain before 
the Verkhovna Rada goes on summer break in 
mid-July. If passed, some of the measures could 
go into effect as early as that month and would 
validate the tenacious advocacy campaign that 
the Health Ministry has conducted via social, 
digital and print media. 

“We say that in our country treatment is 
free, but it is not. We all pay for everything,” Dr. 
Suprun told the National Reform Council last 
week, speaking of the failing system. “We must 
stop lying.” 

The Detroit-area native wants money to “fol-
low the patient,” whereby physicians are paid 
by the number of patients they see instead of 
hospitals receiving state funding for the num-
ber of beds they have. 

Currently, the system encourages waste by 
emphasizing excessive in-patient care instead of 
specialized outpatient care, and is more focused 
on curative and less on preventive treatment, 
according to a note that the World Bank pub-
lished on health reform in Ukraine on April 4. 

“Health outcomes in Ukraine today are 
poor,” the World Bank reported. “Life expectan-
cy at birth in Ukraine is 71 years, more than 10 
years less than the European Union average.”

Dr. Suprun has publicly stated that 136,000 
Ukrainians die yearly – lives a normally func-
tioning medical system would’ve saved. Indeed, 
with 15.6 deaths per 1,000 people, Ukraine had 
the third highest death rate in the world last 
year after South Africa and Russia.

Although the Constitution stipulates that 
medical care should be free, the acting minister 
has lamented that young Ukrainians start pay-
ing bribes as soon their first child is born in 
delivery rooms. The usual price in Kyiv is 
$1,000 to $3,000. 

Palliative, emergency and primary care ser-
vices, which account for over 80 percent of 
treatment, are free under Dr. Suprun’s plan. 
Patients can choose their family doctor – the 
first point of treatment – and everybody 
would be covered by national health insurance 
as in Great Britain. Co-payment would be 
introduced for other treatment, while certain 
medications would remain free. Those who 
can’t afford co-payment, would be subsidized 

Senate overwhelmingly passes legislation on Russia sanctions

WASHINGTON – The Senate on June 14 
overwhelmingly passed – by a vote of 97 
to 2 – new legislation imposing sanctions 
on Russia for its aggression in Ukraine and 
Syria, and its attempt to interfere in the 
U.S. presidential election. The measure, 
which is an amendment to an Iran sanc-
tions bill, also allows Congress to block the 
administration from unilaterally lifting or 
scaling back sanctions imposed against 
Moscow. On June 15, the Countering 
Iran’s Destabilizing Activities Act, with 
the Russia sanctions amendment 
attached, was passed 98-2.

Leaders of the U.S. Senate’s Committee 
on Banking, Housing and Urban Affairs 
and the Foreign Relations Committee had 

announced a bipartisan agreement on the 
bill to strengthen and expand U.S. sanc-
tions on Russia on June 12.

U.S. Senate Banking Committee Chair 
Mike Crapo (R-Idaho), Ranking Member 
Sherrod Brown (D-Ohio), Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee Chair Bob Corker 
(R-Tenn.) and Ranking Member Ben 
Cardin (D-Md.) issued a news release in 
which they noted that agreement calls for 
“a mandated congressional review” if the 
White House sought to ease sanctions.

According to the release posted by the 
Banking Committee, the amendment to a 
bill on Iran sanctions “maintains and sub-
stantially expands sanctions” against 
Russia for violations of Ukraine’s territorial 

integrity, cyberattacks, interference in elec-
tions and continuing aggression in Syria.

The release noted that the amend-
ment will:

• Provide for a mandated congressio-
nal review if sanctions are relaxed, sus-
pended or terminated.

• Codify and strengthen existing sanc-
tions contained in executive orders on 
Russia, including the sanctions’ impact on 
certain Russian energy projects and on 
debt financing in key economic sectors.

• Impose new sanctions on: corrupt 
Russian actors; those seeking to evade 
sanctions; those involved in serious 
human rights abuses; those supplying 
weapons to the Assad regime; those con-
ducting malicious cyber activity on behalf 
of the Russian government; those 
involved in corrupt privatization of state-

(Continued on page 17)

Measure mandates congressional review 
for sanctions to be altered

(Continued on page 13)
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Rada says NATO integration a priority 

KYIV – The Ukrainian Parliament has 
defined cooperation with NATO, with the 
ultimate goal of joining the Western mili-
tary alliance, as a top priority for the coun-
try in the face of Russian aggression. A total 
of 276 lawmakers in the 450-seat 
Verkhovna Rada supported amendments to 
several laws governing foreign policy on 
June 8. The amendments, which must be 
signed by President Petro Poroshenko to 
become law, say that Ukraine’s foreign poli-
cy will be focused on steps to promote 
cooperation with NATO in order to “achieve 
the criteria needed to gain membership in 
this organization.” The document explain-
ing the amendments says the move is a 
response to “the Russian Federation’s 
aggression against Ukraine and annexation 
of a part of Ukraine’s territory” – references 
to Russia’s armed takeover of Crimea in 
2014 and its involvement in a conflict 
between Kyiv’s forces and separatists that 
has killed more than 9,900 people in eastern 
Ukraine. “The experience of a number of 
countries neighboring Ukraine shows that 
they consider structures of collective securi-
ty that function on the basis of progressive 
democratic values... to be the most effective 
way to ensure security and to secure territo-
rial integrity and sovereignty,” the document 
says. After Moscow-friendly Ukrainian 
President Viktor Yanukovych was toppled 
by pro-European protests in 2014, Russia 
seized the Black Sea peninsula of Crimea 
from Ukraine and fomented mutiny in east-
ern Ukraine, where the Russia-backed sepa-
ratists hold parts of two provinces. In 2010, 
Mr. Yanukovych signed legislation imposing 
neutral “non-bloc” status on Ukraine, mean-
ing it could not join any military alliance. Mr. 
Poroshenko signed a law abolishing the neu-
tral status in December 2014. (RFE/RL’s 
Ukrainian Service)

Ukraine bans Russian St. George ribbon 

KYIV – Ukrainian President Petro 
Poroshenko on June 12 signed a law ban-
ning the St. George ribbon, which is seen by 
many Ukrainians as a symbol of Russian 
aggression. The bill signed into law was 
adopted by the Parliament on May 16. The 
ribbon dates back to 1769, when Russian 

Empress Catherine the Great established 
the Order of St. George. The medal was 
attached to a ribbon of black and yellow – 
later orange. In 1945, the Soviet Union res-
urrected the orange-and-black scheme for 
a medal to celebrate victory over Nazi 
Germany in World War II. The colors then 
became part of annual May 9 Victory Day 
celebrations in the Soviet Union and then in 
Russia, and they were handed out en masse 
in Russia starting in 2005. Nearly a decade 
later, activists supporting Russia’s 2014 sei-
zure of Crimea and involvement in a war in 
eastern Ukraine began using the ribbon as 
a symbol, and it is now widely associated 
with Russian interference in Ukraine. Since 
2015, Ukrainians have used a red poppy to 
remember the victory over Nazi Germany. 
The new ban is part of a series of efforts to 
outlaw symbols of Soviet and Russian influ-
ence on Ukraine, including a 2015 law ban-
ning Soviet symbols and Communist-era 
propaganda. (RFE/RL)

White House: Russia sanctions to remain

WASHINGTON – A spokeswoman for U.S. 
President Donald Trump says sanctions 
against Russia for its interference in Ukraine 
would remain in place until the crisis is 
resolved. White House spokeswoman Sarah 
Huckabee Sanders on June 8 said the United 
States “is committed to existing sanctions 
against Russia.” She added the administra-
tion will keep them in place “until Moscow 
fully honors its commitments to resolve the 
crisis in Ukraine.” She noted in an off-cam-
era briefing with reporters, “We believe that 
the existing executive-branch sanctions 
regime is the best tool for compelling Russia 
to fulfill its commitments.” The United 
States and other Western nations imposed 
sanctions on Moscow in 2014 for its illegal 
annexation of Ukraine’s Crimean Peninsula 
and its support for Russia-backed separat-
ists in eastern Ukraine. President Donald 
Trump has caused some concern among 
allies about his commitment to sanctions, 
praising Russian President Vladimir Putin 
and saying he wants to improve relations 
with Moscow. (RFE/RL, based on reporting 
by AP and Reuters)

(Continued on page 12)

 ANALYSIS

by Oleg Varfolomeyev
Eurasia Daily Monitor

Ukraine’s state defense-industry con-
cern Ukroboronprom announced on May 
30 that the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization’s (NATO) Support and 
Procurement Agency (NSPA) offered to add 
Ukrainian defense-industry firms to its list 
of approved defense-related producers. 
Ukroboronprom said it may be allowed to 
participate in tenders to supply goods and 
services to NATO members and partners. 
Ukroboronprom CEO Roman Romanov 
said Ukraine was the first Eastern 
European partner country to be offered the 
opportunity to supply arms and equipment 
to NATO armies. This, said Mr. Romanov, 
was proof of the Ukrainian defense industry’s 
capacity and credibility (Ukroboronprom. 
com.ua, May 30).

Ukroboron prom’s 
subsidiaries boosted 
arms sales by 25 
percent to $756 mil-
lion last year, Mr. 
Romanov’s deputy 
Denys Hurak said. 
Moreover, they con-
cluded contracts 
worth a total of $1.5 
billion last year, and 
the volume of arms 
export contracts 
concluded in 2014-
2016 is estimated at 
$3.8 billion (Zn.ua, January 30). Ukraine, 
outperforming Israel, was the world’s ninth 
largest arms exporter in 2012-2016, when 
its sales jumped by half compared to 2007-
2011, according to the Stockholm 
International Peace Research Institute 
(SIPRI). Among the world’s top 10 arms 
exporters, only China’s sales grew faster. At 
the same time, China was also Ukraine’s 
main client, with 28 percent of total 
exports, followed by Russia with 17 per-
cent and Thailand with 8.5 percent (Sipri.
org fact sheet, February 2017).

Because of Crimea’s annexation and the 
hybrid war launched by Russia against 
Ukraine in 2014, Kyiv has severed ties with 
the Russian military-industrial complex (see 
Eurasia Daily Monitor, December 1, 2014). 
Consequently, Russia will cease to be a key 
buyer of Ukrainian arms. Given the 
European vector of Ukraine’s current foreign 
policy and the large size of NATO’s arms 
market, it is natural for Ukraine’s defense 
industry to look for customers in the West; 
hence, NSPA’s offer comes in handy.

Kyiv announced plans to join the North 
Atlantic Alliance’s procurement system in 
2015, and by 2020 it plans to fully switch 
military production to NATO standards. 
This would facilitate exports to NATO coun-
tries, but it will not be easy to achieve for a 
country whose defense industry for more 
than two decades depended on component 
suppliers and buyers in Russia. Over the 
course of the past 25 years, Ukraine had 
not developed much of its own military 
hardware and technologies, continuing 
instead to exploit the international reputa-
tion of the defunct Soviet military-industri-
al complex.

Until the war with Russia, Kyiv had also 
neglected its army, which could not afford 
to modernize its rusting arsenals even with 
the relatively cheap weapons made in 
Ukraine. This proved to be a blessing in dis-
guise for local arms manufacturers, which 
have had to export almost 100 percent of 
their products, rubbing elbows with inter-

Ukraine hopes to become exporter 
of arms to NATO countries
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national competitors. As a result, Ukraine’s 
defense industry developed a competitive 
edge. Ukraine has unique facilities in ship-
building and missile production. It also 
makes armored vehicles, tanks, radar sys-
tems, engines, transport aircraft and mili-
tary trucks. Domestic military producers 
have numerous design bureaus inherited 
from the Soviet Union. The world’s largest 
transport plane, the An-225 Mriya, is a 
product of the Kyiv-based Antonov Design 
Bureau. Local firms have also been success-
fully competing for international orders to 
repair weaponry.

The biggest potential deal for Ukr-
oboronprom to date, worth $600 million, is 
for upgrading tanks for Pakistan (Mil.gov.
ua, November 23, 2016). Most recently, 
Ukrainian First Vice Prime Minister Stepan 
Kubiv announced that the private Ukrainian 
manufacturer of helicopter engines, Motor 

Sich, would make and 
service Ukrainian-
designed engines joint-
ly with China’s Skyrizon 
(Interfax, May 16). 

Last May, Antonov 
and Turkey’s Aselsan 
signed a memo to joint-
ly develop components 
for transport aircraft 
and to subsequently 
market them interna-
tionally, while Ukr obo-
ron prom’s subsidiaries 
Artem and Ukrspets-

techno eksport reached an agreement with 
the Turkish company MKEK to make 
ammunition for firearms (Ukroboron prom.
com.ua, May 10, 11). Since Turkey is a key 
NATO member state, these deals may prove 
to be important steps in Ukraine’s strategy 
to enter alliance markets.

On the downside, Ukrainian arms manu-
facturers and exporters face image prob-
lems after a botched contract from 2009 to 
supply BTR-4 armored vehicles to Iraq (see 
EDM, September 7, 2012). Ukraine deliv-
ered only 88 vehicles out of the 420 
ordered, and only 34 of them could move; 
42 had cracks in their armor, and there 
were also numerous other defects. Iraq had 
to send those vehicles that could not be 
fixed back to Ukraine (Zn.ua, May 19).

NATO membership is not on the imme-
diate agenda for Ukraine at the moment, 
but Kyiv does not make a secret of its plans 
to join the North Atlantic Alliance in the 
future. On June 8, Ukraine’s Parliament 
approved a bill according to which the 
main goal of Ukraine in its cooperation 
with NATO is eventual membership 
(Pravda.com.ua, June 8). 

In the long run, Kyiv seeks protection 
from NATO. The current lull in the war with 
Moscow’s proxies in eastern Ukraine may 
end, and Kyiv fears a massive renewed 
Russian push. Locally produced weaponry 
may not be sufficient to repel such aggres-
sion, since a significant share of Ukrainian 
arms and equipment is obsolete compared 
to what Russia has. Thus far, the West has 
not provided lethal weapons to Ukraine in 
any significant amounts. It would be a boon 
to the Ukrainian defense industry if it could 
supply arms to NATO armies through 
NSPA. But to upgrade the Ukrainian army 
to modern standards, this relationship may 
need to become much more reciprocal.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

Ukraine has unique 
facilities in ship-
building and missile 
production. It also 
makes armored ve-
hicles, tanks, radar 
systems, engines, 
transport aircraft 
and military trucks.
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Putin angrily denounces ‘anti-Russian hysteria’ in U.S.

U.N. says conflict in Ukraine
escalating amid violations 
of ceasefire agreement

by Pavel Felgenhauer
Eurasia Daily Monitor

At the annual St. Petersburg Economic 
Forum on June 1-3, President Vladimir 
Putin repeatedly rejected accusations of 
Russian covert meddling in the 2016 
United States presidential election (see 
Eurasia Daily Monitor, June 5). Mr. Putin 
defended the Russian ambassador in 
Washington, Sergey Kislyak, who did 
apparently meet with different members of 
President Donald Trump’s team during the 
election campaign and the transition peri-
od. According to the Russian president, Mr. 
Kislyak was simply doing his job as an 
ambassador. “Are you totally out of your 
mind?” seethed Mr. Putin, “There is zero 
evidence [of wrongdoing]. This is some 
kind of hysteria. You [Americans] cannot 
stop. Maybe you need some pills? Does any-
body have any pills?” (Kremlin.ru, June 2).

Mr. Putin seemed genuinely angry and 
frustrated that the election-related scan-
dals in the U.S. over possible Russian med-
dling continue to drag on with no apparent 
end in sight. After Trump’s election, hopes 
were high in Moscow that bilateral rela-
tions could improve. Mr. Trump boasted 
that he would strike some important deals 
with Mr. Putin, and Moscow seemed ready 
to bargain in earnest. But now, according to 
Mr. Putin, internal U.S. infighting has dra-
matically overshadowed international 
issues. Mr. Putin expressed frustration that 
Mr. Trump’s domestic opponents have 
hijacked the show and are selfishly exploit-
ing the Russian election meddling inquiry.

It turns out that Mr. Putin does indeed 

have a serious grievance: Leaks from sourc-
es in Washington and Moscow indicate 
there was in fact momentum to swiftly 
move to rebuild relations and make deals 
that would have granted Russia much-
desired sanction relief. 

The daily Izvestia quoted Deputy 
Foreign Affairs Minister Sergei Ryabkov (in 
charge of U.S.-Russian relations) that 
Moscow and Washington will begin an 
intense dialogue about the conflict in east-
ern Ukraine’s Donbas region as soon as the 
Trump administration appoints a special 
representative to deal with the matter. The 
pro-Kremlin Izvestia also quoted 
“unnamed sources in Putin’s presidential 
administration” that Vladislav Surkov will 
be the point man from the Russian side on 
the Ukrainian issue. Moscow expects 
Washington to put pressure on Kyiv to 
comply with the so-called Minsk II agree-
ments in accordance with the Russian 
interpretation of the text. Mr. Trump is seen 
in Moscow as a pragmatic businessman, 
who is not much interested in continuing 
“ideologically motivated support of the 
present Kyiv regime” and may be ready to 
use Ukraine as a bargaining chip to win 
Russian cooperation on issues he considers 
more important, like North Korea or jointly 
fighting terrorism. The readiness of the 
Trump administration to open a dialogue 
on Ukraine has been apparently interpret-
ed in Moscow as an encouraging signal of a 
desire to pragmatically solve issues and 
improve relations (Izvestia, May 30).

A top Ukrainian official in the Donbas 
conflict zone, who asked not to be quoted 
directly, told this author that he is deeply 

troubled by the above-cited Izvestia publi-
cation. He sees it as an attempt by Russia to 
scare Ukraine into submission by publicly 
implying the United States is ready to make 
deals with Russia over the Ukrainians’ 
heads. Another, more terrifying interpreta-
tion, however, is that the Trump adminis-
tration is indeed ready to sell out Ukraine. 

Last month, the White House announced 
that, on May 10, after meeting a Russian del-
egation led by Foreign Affairs Minister Sergei 
Lavrov and Ambassador Kislyak in the Oval 
Office, President Trump met with former U.S. 
Secretary of State and National Security 
Advisor Henry Kissinger. Allegedly, Dr. 
Kissinger is advocating a deal to improve 
relations with Moscow by tacitly recognizing 
a Russian sphere of influence in the post-
Soviet space, which could include Ukraine as 
well as other republics. The Kremlin official-
ly welcomed the possible involvement of the 
“wise and experienced” Dr. Kissinger in 
straightening out U.S.-Russian relations 
(Militarynews.ru, May 10).

More recently, Secretary of State Rex 
Tillerson told reporters that President 
Trump had ordered him to work on 
improving U.S.-Russian relations, disregard-
ing the Russian election meddling scandal 
and allegations of improper connections 
with Trump team members. According to 
the Kremlin propaganda mouthpiece 
Sputnik Radio, “both sides want to make 
progress,” but “the continuing Russia inves-
tigation is forcing the Trump administra-
tion to be too cautious, and hardly anything 
may be achieved before the story blows 
over and Trump’s hands are free” (RIA 
Novosti, June 6).

The Kremlin seems to have a solid incen-
tive to continue to wait for team Trump to 
put its act in order and begin to deliver. But 
patience could be running short. If 
Washington is seen as dysfunctional and 
split by internal strife, the temptation may 
grow to increasingly disregard the feuding 
American establishment and launch more 
aggressive unilateral actions.

On June 6, U.S.-led coalition jets hit a col-
umn of pro-Iranian (pro-Damascus) Shia 
forces, apparently including Hezbollah fight-
ers, in southern Syria, close to the Jordanian 
and Iraqi borders. The attacked column was 
reportedly moving too close to Tanf – a stra-
tegically important point on the Bagdad-
Damascus highway, which is, at present, 
occupied by U.S. and other allied special 
forces, together with local friendly forces. 
Iran (apparently supported by Russia) is 
maneuvering to take over the entire length 
of the Bagdad-Damascus highway to obtain 
a secure land corridor via which to supply 
both Hezbollah and the Bashar al-Assad 
regime’s forces. Reportedly, the U.S.-led 
coalition attempted to use the line of com-
munication with the Russian military to 
pressure the pro-Iranian forces to withdraw 
without a fight, but the Russians either did 
not manage or did not want to compel their 
allies to pull out. The reaction to the attack 
in Moscow was ferocious. Mr. Lavrov called 
the air strike an act of “aggression” and 
denounced the U.S. military for “unilaterally 
declaring so called de-confliction zones in 
Syria that Russia will not recognize or 
honor” (Militarynews.ru, June 7).

NEWS ANALYSIS

RFE/RL

A United Nations report says hostilities have been escalat-
ing in eastern Ukraine in recent months because parties to 
the armed conflict there have “repeatedly failed to implement 
cease fire agreements.”

The report by the Office of the U.N. High Commissioner for 
Human Rights (OHCHR) on June 13 says ceasefire violations 
by both Ukrainian armed forces and Russia-backed separat-
ists in eastern Ukraine have allowed “hostilities to escalate 
and claim more lives as the conflict moved into its fourth 
year.”

The report says that since the conflict began in mid-April of 
2014, at least 10,090 people have been killed – included 2,777 
civilians. It said at least 23,966 people have been injured and 
more than 1.6 million people displaced by the fighting.

The report says the U.N. Human Rights Monitoring Mission 
in Ukraine recorded 36 conflict-related civilian deaths and 
157 injuries from February 16 to May 15 – a 48 percent 
increase from the previous three months.

It also says people continue to be abducted, unlawfully 
deprived of freedom and held incommunicado – particularly 
in districts controlled by Russia-backed separatists.

It also says torture has persisted, with new incidents 
recorded on both sides of the contact line.

The OHCHR also expresses concern that, after three years, 
none of the senior officials responsible for deaths during anti-
government protests in Kyiv and violence in Odesa have been 
brought to account.

Copyright 2017, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted with the permission 
of Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see https://www.rferl.
org/a/ukraine-russia-un-report-conflict-escalating-cease-fire-
violations/28545098.html). Office of the U.N. High Commissioner for Human Rights

(Continued on page 17)
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SUSK

OTTAWA – Approximately 50 delegates 
of the Ukrainian Canadian Students’ Union 
(SUSK) from post-secondary institutions 
across Canada gathered in Ottawa on May 
4-7 for the 2017 National SUSK Congress. 
This year’s theme for the congress was 
“True North SUSK and Free.”

The four-day event was dedicated to 
encouraging and challenging leaders of the 
Ukrainian Canadian student community to 
come together, discuss and deliberate rele-
vant questions and issues, and spearhead 
the future of youth leadership and involve-
ment in Canada and Ukraine. Areas of dis-
cussion included: motivating volunteers; 
Ukrainian student organization; engaging 

your community; grants and fund-raising; 
and marketing.

John Velinga, CEO of Multiculture Bevco, 
was the opening guest speaker. He followed 
his presentation with an exclusive launch of 
the company’s rebranded product through 
a vodka-tasting event.

Each participating Ukrainian student 
organization (USO) briefed the delegates 
on their respective activities, associated 
successes and challenges, as well as recom-
mendations for the future. The McGill 
Ukrainian Students’ Association was cho-
sen as the winner amongst competing 
USOs and was awarded two complimentary 
passes to Canada’s National Ukrainian 
Festival in Dauphin, Manitoba.

First-time delegate Sophia Pidzamcky of 

the University of Guelph said: “This year 
marks my first time at a SUSK congress. In 
as short of a time as the congress lasted, I 
felt that I as an individual, as well as a mem-
ber of my club team, we were able to draw 
inspiration from experienced speakers and 
other clubs across Canada. There was an 
excellent program that included engaging 
activities spanning various levels of partici-
pation – from lectures to networking oppor-
tunities to ‘zabavas’ – in conjunction with 
dynamic venues. The best venue was very 
much a tie between the Ukrainian Embassy 
in Canada and the Lago Bar and Grill over-
looking Dow’s Lake! I was also amazed by 
the take-away lessons I learned in my four 
days, as well as sightseeing and touring that 
was expertly integrated to diversify the pro-
gram! I cannot wait until next year to recon-

nect on the national level. Until then, the 
Guelph Ukrainian Students’ Club will imple-
ment themes from this year’s congress. 
Thank you to all of the people who made 
SUSK 2017 a great experience.”

As with every SUSK congress, a new 
national executive board is elected. This 
year, Stephanie Nedoshytko of MacEwan 
University was elected president after pre-
viously serving as external relations direc-
tor. Ashley Halko-Addley of the University 
of Alberta was elected as executive vice-
president. 

Other positions filled on the board were: 
Kimberly Gargus (University of Alberta), 
vice-president west; Mattay Dubczak 
(Western University), vice-president central; 

KYV – A running back for the visiting Falcons (United Arab Emirates) gets his legs 
wrapped up by a Kyiv Patriots player on June 10 at the Valeriy Lobanovskyi Dynamo 
Stadium in Kyiv. The Patriots won the friendly match 18-14, scoring three touchdowns. 
“The game with the Falcons was huge for the development of American football in 
Ukraine,” said Patriots coach Jeff Vinall, a native Californian. “The Falcons gave us a 
great game, but we held on for the victory, which our players well deserved… and we 
certainly appreciate the Falcons invitation to play a rematch in Dubai.” The Patriots are 
currently placed fourth in the Ukrainian League of American Football (ULAF) among 18 
teams.             – Mark Raczkiewycz

ulafua.com

Kyiv Patriots take down 
visiting Falcons from UAE

FOOTBALL (yes, football) IN UKRAINE

SUSK Congress delegates pose in front of Parliament in Ottawa.
SUSK.ca

SUSK Congress in Ottawa motivates students to organize events locally

The SUSK National Executive Board (from left): Ashley Halko-Addley (executive vice-
president), Hannah Picklyk (media director), Adelia Shwec (external relations direc-
tor), Raya Dzulynsky (internal relations director), Kimberly Gargus (vice-president 
west), Cassan Soltykevych (past-president), Stephanie Nedoshytko (president), Mattay 

Dubczak (vice-president central), and Boyan Woychyshyn (vice-president east). (Continued on page 13)
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Ukrainian Americans – and many others, we’re sure – breathed a sigh of relief on 
Wednesday, June 14, when the Senate voted overwhelmingly, 97 to 2, for a measure 
that would not only increase sanctions on Russia for its aggression in Ukraine and 
Syria, and its interference in U.S. elections, but also require a congressional review if 
sanctions are lifted or scaled back.

The bipartisan vote does ease some of the concern about the Trump administra-
tion’s apparent willingness to give Russia a pass on its destabilizing actions around 
the globe and here in the U.S. Notably, though others in his administration have on 
occasion said the right things with regard to Russia, President Donald Trump him-
self has yet to utter words critical of Russia. It seems he prefers to believe the words 
of the Russian president over those of his own intelligence community.

Readers will recall that, at first, the Kremlin said reports about interference in the U.S. 
elections were “laughable nonsense.” Then, Vladimir Putin actually admitted that 
Russian hackers might have been involved, but said they were simply citizens with 
“patriotic leanings” who had acted independently of the Russian government. (We’d call 
that implausible deniability.) Meanwhile, U.S. intelligence officials say the Russian 
General Staff Main Intelligence Directorate, or GRU, conducted the cyberattacks. Our 
readers will also recall Mr. Putin’s similar denials that Russian troops were in Crimea and 
eastern Ukraine. Remember the “little green men” who suddenly appeared in Crimea? 

It is great news that the Senate decided to step in now instead of waiting, as 
Secretary of State Rex Tillerson had suggested, to give the administration “the flexi-
bility to turn the heat up when we need to, but also to ensure that we have the ability 
to maintain a constructive dialogue.” Sen. Bob Corker (R- Tenn.), chairman of the 
Senate Foreign Relations Committee, earlier had been willing to give Mr. Tillerson 
some time to “change the trajectory of our relationship with Russia,” but, as the Post 
reported, his patience was wearing thin.

In the meantime, there were several versions of the Russia sanctions bills in the 
Senate. Among the key players, besides Sen. Corker, were Mike Crapo (R-Idaho), 
Sherrod Brown (D-Ohio), Ben Cardin (D-Md.), John McCain (R-Ariz.), Jeanne 
Shaheen (D-N.H.), Charles E. Schumer (D-N.Y.), Lindsey O. Graham (R-S.C.) and 
Richard Blumenthal (D-Conn.). On June 12 it was announced that bipartisan agree-
ment had been reached on an amendment to a bill on Iran sanctions. On June 14 the 
amendment was passed. On June 15, the Countering Iran’s Destabilizing Activities 
Act, with the Russia sanctions amendment attached, was passed 98-2.

The Washington Post called the vote on the amendment “a sharp rebuke to 
President Trump’s posture vis-à-vis Russia and his resistance to the intelligence 
community’s assessment that the country was behind efforts to influence the elec-
tion he won.” It added: “Trump has repeatedly and openly doubted the veracity of 
the assessment. And while his administration has not ordered a rollback of any 
existing sanction, lawmakers have been concerned about his conciliatory, and at 
times even forgiving, rhetoric about Russia...”

Edward Fishman, a fellow at the Atlantic Council (and a former member of the 
secretary of state’s Policy Planning Staff and the State Department’s Office of 
Sanctions Policy during the Obama administration), gave this assessment: “If the bill 
becomes law, it would mark the most significant step taken by Congress on Russia 
policy in recent history. Though not perfect, the bill would substantially strengthen 
the West’s negotiating position vis-à-vis Russia on the conflict in Ukraine and send a 
strong message to Moscow that efforts to undermine U.S. elections carry costly con-
sequences. …Even if Trump persists in his pro-Russia rhetoric, the bill will provide 
much-needed clarity to U.S. policy toward Russia. It will end worried speculation 
about the White House’s intentions on sanctions, and it will indicate once and for all 
that America remains committed to combating Russian aggression. That the U.S. 
Senate was able to pass such a significant piece of legislation during a time of intense 
partisan division is no small achievement.”

To be sure, several more steps are required before the bill becomes law. For starters, 
the House of Representatives must pass it. The White House might oppose it, which 
could influence some House Republicans. But Speaker of the House Paul Ryan (R-Wis.) 
has said he will back it. And a veto-proof majority of senators supports the bill.

We’re keeping our fingers crossed.

The Ukrainian Weekly

Ten years ago, on June 18, 2007, Ukraine’s delegation, led by 
Prime Minister Viktor Yanukovych, finalized a new visa regime 
for Ukrainian citizens, giving them easier access to the European 
Union’s (EU) Shengen Zone (15 countries that have agreed to 
eliminate their mutual borders and checkpoints, including 
France, Germany, Spain and Portugal). The new visa regime was 

the culmination of two years of work by both sides. 
Frequent travelers such as small and medium-size businessmen and journalists gained 

access to multi-entry, five-year visas; children, pensioners and relatives of EU residents 
could obtain visas free of charge. Ukrainians traveling for sports, academic, cultural and 
creative events would also have access to free visas. Those who did not qualify for a free 
visa would be charged $47 (U.S.) or 35 euros.

“We quite correctly expressed our attempt toward Euro-integration and hope this 
agreement will take our desire into account,” Mr. Yanukovych said upon return from the 
11th Ukraine-EU Cooperation Council meeting held in Luxembourg. Mr. Yanukovych invit-
ed Luxembourg’s Prime Minister Jean-Claude Juncker to Kyiv in September for the upcom-
ing Ukraine-EU Cooperation Council meeting.

Minister of Foreign Affairs Arseniy Yatsenyuk said, “My desire was for Ukrainian citi-
zens to feel like Ukrainian citizens, and not like Third World citizens, and that was the 
main condition in signing this agreement.”

Decisions to extend visas to Ukrainians needed to be made within 10 days from the day 

June
18
2007

Turning the pages back...

by Paul Goble

The Kremlin isn’t pleased that the num-
ber of Ukrainians who use Russian is 
declining, but it is far more concerned 
with something else: the possibility – even 
the likelihood – that “Russian too obvious-
ly is ceasing to be the language of the 
majority,” according to Kyiv commentator 
Yekaterina Shchetkina.

That reflects its understanding of the 
way it can use the language issue against 
Ukraine not only now when Moscow’s 
actions have alienated many Ukrainians 
from all things Russian but in the future 
after the war is over and Moscow will 
again be better positioned to use its “soft 
power” (dsnews.ua/society/lishniy-alfa-
vit-kak-nizvesti-russkoyazychnyh-do-dia-
spory-09062 017220000).

Moscow’s position on language and 
Russians in Ukraine is something many 
Ukrainians do not fully understand, but to 
the extent they do, Ms. Shchetkina says, 
Ukrainians will see why changing their 
alphabet from the Cyrillic to the Latin 
script could ensure Ukraine will pass “the 
Lagrange limit” between Russia and 
Europe and become fully part of the latter.

Speaking at a recent conference, 
Russia’s education minister “expressed 
concern not so much about ‘the threat to 
the Russian language’ [in Ukraine] as to 
the sad fate of the Cyrillic alphabet from 
which one after another the former repub-
lics of the USSR have departed,” the Kyiv 
commentator says.

The minister’s words reflect a longer 
view than many are accustomed to adopt-
ing, she continues. “The problem of the 
reduction in the popularity of Russia is, of 
course, for them unpleasant, but in princi-
ple, it can be reversed. To love or not to 
love Russian culture, to read or not read 
Tolstoy is a political question.”

At present, Russia in Ukraine is “unpop-
ular,” Ms. Shchetkina points out. “But 
tomorrow, possibly, the situation will 
change.” And then Moscow will be able to 
recover its influence in Ukraine through 
the use of its numerous cultural channels. 
“At some point, the war will end,” and the 
larger country will seek to restore its dom-
inance via other means.

Indeed, she says, “the return of Russian 
to the broad cultural spaces of the post-
Soviet countries is completely possible: it 
is a question of time and a change of the 
political conjuncture.”

But until that happens, she says, “what 
is really important now in the language 
policy of Russia is not to permit ‘the 
Russian language population’ to be trans-
formed into ‘a Russian diaspora.’ For 
Russia, at least with regard to Ukraine, a 
diaspora is a not terribly reliable level of 
pressure.”

Moscow fully understands this, and that 
is why it spends so much time talking 
about “the Russian-language population” of 
Ukraine. It “has never considered this pop-
ulation as a minority, let alone a diaspora.” 
Instead, the Russian regime does every-
thing it can to blur the limits between 
Russian speakers and ethnicity.

“By defending ‘the Russian language 
population,’ ” she says, Moscow pursues a 
variety of “hybrid goals,” not the least of 
which is to suggest that Russia is interven-
ing in Ukraine in support of what it views 
as “an oppressed majority,” a conception 
that lends a certain patina of legitimacy to 
what Moscow is doing.

Consequently, Ms. Shchetkina says, “the 
problem of the Russian language in 
Ukraine from the point of view of Russia’s 
ruling clique is not the reduction in its use, 
but that things be arranged so that 
Russian does not too obviously cease to be 
the language of the majority.” Thus, 
Moscow’s concern is about image rather 
than reality.

That is why Russian officials today are 
more concerned about maintaining or 
restoring the Cyrillic alphabet in the post-
Soviet states than they are about the num-
ber of Russian speakers. The latter may go 
up or down, but the shift to Latin script 
marks a final break with a Moscow-centric 
world.

“From a political point of view, a shift 
from Cyrillic to the Latin script is an excel-
lent move,” Ms. Shchetkina says. “It guar-
antees a rapid and radical break with 
Russia’s information space and its culture 
as a whole.” That is because “’the linguistic 
commonality’” of Ukrainian with Polish 
and Czech “is no less than with Russian.”

“But [Ukrainians today] read primarily 
Russian resources and not Polish ones. A 
transition to the Latin script would mean 
that already the next generation, raised on 
the Latin script would find it easier to read 
books, news and social networks in Polish, 
or even in English, than in Russian.”

According to Ms. Shchetkina, “from the 
point of view of ‘a civilizational project,’ 
this shift would mark Ukraine’s escape 
from the orbit of the Russian empire and 
its move into the embrace of the Pax 
Romana, the civilization formed by Latin.”

Obviously, there are and will be many 
arguments against such a move – includ-
ing historical ones. But there is an over-
whelming political one in favor: “we 
either will adopt a radical measure [like 
this], or we will remain forever in ‘a unit-
ed cultural space’ secured by ‘linguistic 
commonality.’”

Indeed, the Kyiv commentator says, 
“the alphabet can play a key role here, sig-
nificantly more than the presence and 
number of ‘the Russian-language popula-
tion.’ ” Ukrainian and Russian are too simi-
lar if they use the same alphabet to ensure 
that Ukraine will have an independent 
future.

But if Ukraine shifts to Latin, that future 
will be ensured, not only because Ukraine 
will look westward rather than eastward 
but also because the Russians who remain 
in Ukraine will become a real diaspora 
rather than “the oppressed majority” 
Moscow imagines them to be – and that 
will make better relations between 
Ukrainians and Russians there possible as 
well.

Moscow worried that Russian language 
‘ceasing to be language of majority’ in Ukraine

(Continued on page 16)

The Senate takes charge

 WINDOW ON EURASIA

Paul Goble is a long-time specialist on 
ethnic and religious questions in Eurasia 
who has served in various capacities in the 
U.S. State Department, the Central 
Intelligence Agency and the International 
Broadcasting Bureau, as well as at the Voice 
of America and Radio Free Europe/Radio 
Liberty and the Carnegie Endowment for 
International Peace. The article above is 
reprinted with permission from his blog 
called “Window on Eurasia” (http://windo-
woneurasia2.blogspot.com/).
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Dear Editor:
As I watched the Senate testimony of for-

mer FBI Director James Comey on June 8, I 
wondered whether my fellow Ukrainian 
Americans are paying attention to the mul-
tiple scandals unfolding in Washington. 
Never before have we seen a president and 
his administration currying favor with the 
Russian government to this extreme. 

There is no longer any doubt on the part 
of our intelligence community, the FBI and 
the CIA that the Russians penetrated our 
electoral system on a massive and sophisti-
cated scale. The Watergate break-in was 
trivial compared to Vladimir Putin’s pene-
tration of the Democratic Congressional 
Campaign Committee and the Democratic 
National Committee. Yet President Donald 
Trump can’t wait to sweep this massive 
intrusion under the rug and to distract 
Americans from this gross violation of our 
democratic process. 

There is no longer any doubt that 
Michael Flynn, Paul Manafort, Jeff Sessions, 
Jared Kushner and others at the highest 
levels of the Trump administration sought 
to make common cause with the Russians. 
The photo of Mr. Trump meeting with 
Russian Ambassador Sergey Kislyak and 
Foreign Affairs Minister Sergei Lavrov and 
laughing heartily should turn the stomach 
of every freedom-loving American. When 
Mr. Kushner tried to establish back-channel 
communications with Ambassador Kislyak 
in January, the Russians must have felt like 
they’d hit a jackpot in one of Mr. Trump’s 
Las Vegas casinos.

As much as Mr. Trump would have his 
minions believe that this is all “fake news,” 
the evidence of coordination, perjury 
under oath and collusion is becoming bla-
tant and overwhelming. 

I was pleased to see that, here in 
Connecticut, some Ukrainian Americans 
are beginning to protest against the tens of 
millions of dollars that Paul Manafort 
received for his 10 years of strategic plan-
ning and influence-peddling services on 
behalf of Viktor Yanukovych and Mr. Putin’s 
top oligarchs. Why didn’t Mr. Trump run a 
basic background check on Mr. Manafort 
before he became his campaign chairman? 
Or was Mr. Trump fully aware of Mr. 
Manafort’s sordid history; did he deliber-
ately hire him to ingratiate himself with Mr. 
Putin and surround himself with advisers 
completely lacking in scruples or moral 
compass? 

For every one of their blatant violations 
of the Foreign Agent Registration Act 
(FARA), Messrs. Manafort and Flynn should 
face multiple sentences in federal prison. 
Ukrainians and other Eastern Europeans 
who are concerned about Mr. Putin’s 
aggression and his breach of America’s 
electoral process should be clamoring for 
full disclosure of every contact and maneu-
ver between the Trump campaign and 
Russia’s global disinformation machine.

Instead of making excuses for Mr. 
Trump’s boorish and outlandish behavior, 
or trying to make sense of his juvenile 
tweets, Ukrainian Americans should be on 
the frontlines of the campaign to bring 
Messrs. Manafort, Flynn, Sessions and 
Trump himself to justice. 

John T. Bodnar
New Haven, Conn.

Demand full disclosure
of contacts with Russia

 LETTER TO THE EDITOR

A current exhibit at the U.S. Holocaust 
Memorial Museum in Washington is titled 
“Some Were Neighbors: Collaboration and 
Complicity in the Holocaust.” I would urge 
everyone who has the opportunity to see it.

What is collaboration? In the context of 
the Holocaust, and from a moral stand-
point, it can be seen as a form of “coopera-
tion with evil.” More on that later. But it can 
also be defined as cooperation with an 
occupying enemy of one’s country, to the 
latter’s detriment. In that sense, it is a form 
of treason.

What, then, is treason? One can define it 
as the political form of treachery. And 
treachery has a long history. Psalm 55:13-
15 describes a treacherous friend. Judas 
provides the archetype. Dante consigns the 
treacherous to the ninth or lowest circle of 
Hell (see “Inferno,” Cantos XXXII-XXXIV). 
Why are the treacherous punished more 
severely in Dante’s scheme than, for exam-
ple, thieves, killers, seducers, hypocrites or 
heretics? “… treachery,” writes John D. 
Sinclair, “the sin of cold blood, is a deeper, 
more inhuman, more paralyzing sin than 
all the forms of violence or simple fraud…” 
(“The Divine Comedy of Dante Alighieri,” 
Sinclair trans., Vol. 1, “Inferno,” New York, 
1961, p. 414; see Canto XI, lines 61-66). 

Treason is treachery to one’s cause or 
country. In the Middle Ages, the archetypal 
traitor was Ganelon, the betrayer of Roland 
at Roncevaux. For Americans, it is Benedict 
Arnold. During the Cold War, there were 
the “moles” and double agents, such as 
Britain’s Cambridge Five. (Three of the lat-
ter fled to Moscow; of the two who 
remained and confessed, one retired to 
southern France and later married an 
opera singer, while the other had his 
knighthood annulled.) 

The trouble with treason is that it 
assumes a single legitimate object of loyal-
ty, which the traitor has betrayed out of 
self-interest. But traitors often appeal to a 
higher loyalty. Cold War spies held 
Communism above patriotism. Edward 
Snowden can claim that truth and open-
ness trump civic duty and confidentiality 
agreements. Peter I considered his erst-
while drinking buddy Ivan Mazepa a 
“Judas,” but to most Ukrainians he is a hero. 

Can one speak of treason in religion? 
From an Orthodox point of view, the Union 
of Brest can be seen as a betrayal of the 
Patriarch of Constantinople. But to the 
Uniates, it was the salvation of a corrupt 
and beleaguered Ruthenian Church. 
According to a recent review, Shusaku 
Endo’s 1966 novel “Silence” and Martin 
Scorsese’s eponymous film, set during the 
brutal persecution of Catholics in 17th cen-
tury Japan, suggest that even apostasy – the 
formal betrayal of Christ – can be justified 
as a kind of spiritual martyrdom if enacted 
to save others from an agonizing death 
(Gabriel Torretta, “Disincarnate Christ,” 
First Things, May 2017, pp. 53-56). 

If treason can be justified, what about 
collaboration? As the Holocaust Museum 
exhibit demonstrates – and its treatment of 
this sensitive subject is admirably fair and 
impartial – some collaborators thought 
they were merely “doing their job,” others 
were motivated by patriotism or civic duty, 
and a few took advantage of their positions 
to save Jewish lives. Perhaps due to a pauci-

ty of materials, the exhibit devotes little 
attention to Ukraine. But there is none of 
the Ukraine-bashing that we have seen in 
Soviet and neo-Soviet treatments of the 
Holocaust and World War II. The exhibit 
does mention the many cases of Gentiles 
who saved Jews. And it points out that in 
the Nazi-occupied “East,” the penalty for 
shielding Jews was death.

The case of Ukraine differs in other ways 
from that of other Nazi-occupied lands. If 
collaboration means cooperation with the 
enemy occupiers of one’s country to its det-
riment, can western Ukrainians, who had 
no country of their own, have been collabo-
rators? If their true country was the 
Ukraine to which they aspired, were they 
betraying it by trying to pit one occupant 
against another? Did the Ukrainians to the 
east who welcomed the Wehrmacht as a 
deliverer from Stalinism betray the “Soviet 
motherland,” or were they acting out of loy-
alty to the same Ukraine as their Galician 
and Volhynian brethren? Were those who 
organized a network of Ukrainian aid orga-
nizations under German occupation thus 
protecting their people from dire poverty, 
disease and even starvation, acting to the 
detriment of their country? If not, then the 
label of “collaborators” does not fit. And 
what about those who thrived under the 
postwar Soviet occupation? Were they col-
laborators? 

That still leaves the other definition of 
collaboration: a form of cooperation with 
evil. It is a very broad definition. One theo-
logian quoted in the Holocaust Museum 
exhibit suggests that mere presence at the 
Holocaust was enough to make one guilty. 
That would implicate millions. At the least, 
collaboration in the moral sense must be 
conscious, willing and active. 

Artists have often been accused of col-
laboration. István Szabó’s 1981 film 
“Mephisto” depicts the career of an actor 
who ingratiates himself with the Nazis. The 
temptation to cooperate with a totalitarian 
regime has been particularly strong for 
writers, who ordinarily cannot make a liv-
ing outside their native linguistic space. If 
we must brand Maksym Rylskyi, Pavlo 
Tychyna and Mykola Bazhan – among the 
few first-rate poets of the “Executed 
Renaissance” of the 1920s to survive 
Stalinism – as collaborators, we do so with 
understanding. Musicians, while more like-
ly to find employment abroad, sometimes 
stayed in their homelands out of a commit-
ment to preserve their culture from totali-
tarian ideology. Few people think of Sergei 
Prokofiev or Dmitrii Shostakovich as col-
laborators, though they enjoyed successful 
(if stressful) careers while Stalin was mur-
dering millions. Yet musicians who 
remained in the Third Reich, like Berlin 
Philharmonic conductor Wilhelm 
Furtwängler (who helped save Jews and 
did not support the Nazis) or the popular 
singer Rosita Serrano (who was finally 
banned by the Nazis for aiding Jewish refu-
gees), suffered public censure for years 
after the war.

Every nation has its heroes and its trai-
tors, its saints and collaborators. Most of us 
fall somewhere in between.

Collaborators

Andrew Sorokowski can be reached at 
andrewsorokowski@gmail.com.

Ukrainian Congress Commi� ee of America

The following statement was released by 
the Ukrainian Congress Committee of 
America on June 8.

Ukrainians around the world are mourn-
ing the passing of His Eminent Beatitude, 
Lubomyr Cardinal Husar, major archbishop 
emeritus of Kyiv and Halych. Known out-
side of our community for his tenure as 
head of the Ukrainian Greek-Catholic 
Church from 2001 to 2011, in the hearts of 
Ukrainian Americans, he remained one of 
our own since his immigration to the 
United States in 1949. 

Only six years after His Beatitude’s life 
began, he and his father and mother, 
Yaroslav and Rostyslava, somehow sur-
vived the combined onslaught of the Nazi 
and Soviet armies as they laid siege to their 
hometown of Lviv in September of 1939. 
After an additional four years of living 
under Nazi occupation, the Husars fled 
their homeland, just prior to the start of the 
Soviet occupation. Starting at the age of 11, 

the future spiritual leader of millions of 
Ukrainians would finish out the rest of his 
childhood near Salzburg, Austria, obtaining 
an education in a displaced persons camp. 
(He would remain an active member of the 
Salzburg Gymnasium Alumni Association 
through his life.)

For families such as the Husars, their 
fortunes changed dramatically upon the 
passage of the Displaced Persons Act of 
1948. Spearheaded by a nascent Ukrainian 
Congress Committee of America, this legis-
lative act opened the doors for more than 
200,000 displaced persons to enter the 
United States between 1949 and 1951, 
85,000 of  whom were displaced 
Ukrainians. The early life of His Beatitude 
reflects the story of many such Ukrainian 
Americans who survived the displaced per-
sons camps and who thrived in their new 
homeland: active membership in Plast 
Ukrainian Scouting Organization and its 

Cardinal Lubomyr Husar, 1933-2017

IN MEMORIAM

(Continued on page 12)

The Ukrainian Weekly welcomes letters to the editor and commentaries on a 
variety of topics of concern to the Ukrainian American and Ukrainian Canadian 
communities, as well as the Ukrainian diaspora. Opinions expressed by colum-
nists, commentators and letter-writers are their own and do not necessarily 
reflect the opinions of either The Weekly editorial staff or its publisher, the 
Ukrainian National Association.

OPINIONS
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A study of Ukraine’s democratization and impediments to its realization

An oral history reveals the heart and soul of a people

“Ukraine: Democratization, Corruption 
and the New Russian Imperialism,” by 
Taras Kuzio. Santa Barbara: Praeger Security 
International, 2015, ISBN-10: 1440835020. 
XXVI+613 pp., maps, bibliography, index, $75.

by Jaroslaw Wasyluk

Most recent analytical studies relating to 
contemporary Ukrainian history are set 
within the context of East-West relations or 
within the history or geopolitics of the 
region. Missing so far is a more profound 
insight into the internal dynamics of con-
temporary Ukrainian history. Many Western 
historians, unfortunately, have little back-
ground knowledge to present this kind of 
history. 

In the absence of firm grounding in the 
history and language of the USSR’s successor 
states, some political scientists are left to 
base their information on second-hand 
sources. Unaccounted are the underlying 
tenets that motivate today’s Ukrainians. In 
explaining developments in Ukraine, they 
depend on English-language press reports, 
missing some crucial parts in the evolving 
story, as in the case of the “ousting of 
Yanukovych,” when opposition politicians 
had actually come to an agreement with him 
on the very day he fled. This puts a different 
hue on the so-called “coup” that supposedly 
took place and hints at a well-prepared plan. 

Reliance on historical myths rather than 
documented facts also is tempting; stereo-
typing or making quick off-the-cuff assump-
tions is yet another trap. An often-repeated 
argument is that the conflict in Ukraine is 
between Ukrainian and Russian speakers or 
simply Orthodox believers defending their 
faith and values against NATO and the 
European Union. Taras Kuzio dispels these 
arguments quite successfully through his 
very good background knowledge and his-
torical approach. 

Since 1991, Ukraine has striven for sov-
ereignty and democratic values, but so far 
these values have put down very shallow 
roots. Totalitarianism, as Prof. Alexander 
Motyl has pointed out, has left a deep-seat-

ed legacy impervious to change. (The fail-
ure to introduce land reform is a good 
example of how Soviet thinking still pre-
vails in Ukraine.) The danger to democratic 
institutions, such as Parliament, is evident. 
In the eyes of the average Ukrainian, the 
Verkhovna Rada is being seen more and 
more as a place of self-enrichment, realiza-
tion of personal ambition and corruption, 
rather than a place where democratic val-
ues are enshrined. 

The idealism that brought about the 
Orange Revolution, or the Revolution of 
Dignity, is in danger of being dashed when 
promises given by self-serving politicians are 
not realized (e.g., judicial reform, the prose-
cution of individuals responsible for violent 
acts against Maidan supporters). Politicians 
are more prone to conclude back-room deals 
than to follow the law through to the end; 
anything has its price and can be bought. 
Without rooting out corruption in the upper-
most echelons of power, real justice or 
democracy will never prevail elsewhere. 

As Dr. Kuzio puts it, there is a lack of 
understanding across the political spectrum 
in Ukraine of the law as a central component 
of democracy and the market economy. 
There is much truth in the statement that 
Ukrainians are good at conducting revolu-
tions but bad at building a state that caters 
to all its citizens. One saving grace, however, 
is that though civil society might still be in its 
infancy in Ukraine, its critical voice is getting 
stronger, and hopefully will strengthen atti-
tudes advocating reform. Where the state 
has failed to care for its citizens, volun-
teerism has stepped in and has, as Dr. Kuzio 
points out, done a most remarkable job.

One of the main tenets of Dr. Kuzio’s book 
is that national identity is constantly in flux. 
Western Ukraine has been quite fortunate in 
its history to develop an exclusive Ukrainian 
national identity within the Austro-
Hungarian Empire. But this has been possi-
ble to a lesser degree in Zakarpattia and cer-
tainly not in Ukrainian lands in the Russian 
or Soviet empires where the tsarist and 
Soviet authorities expressed an all-embrac-

ing hostility to a Ukrainian identity, thus con-
serving the existence of multiple identities.

The author uses the idea of seven com-
peting cycles from 1953 to the present day 
(both pro-Ukrainian and pro-Russian) in 
order to bring these interrelating historical 
strands together and to provide a fresh per-
spective on Ukrainian contemporary histo-
ry. Each turn of the cycle represents a 
potential change in Ukraine’s orientation 
toward the East or the West. 

But now the events of the Maidan in 
2014 have completely discredited Viktor 
Yanukovych’s policies, placing Ukraine 
firmly on the road to Europe, a process 
which, hopefully, will be irreversible. Dr. 
Kuzio argues that during Leonid Kuchma’s 
rule in the early 1990s, an equilibrium was 
achieved in East-West views that was able 
to satisfy people both in both western and 
eastern Ukraine, and that a return to this 
“centrist” policy is now needed. The ques-
tion remains: is this possible? Also, will the 
ruling coalition hold together without 
major upheavals and not allow itself to be 

compromised by both internal and external 
hostile forces? The main difference in this 
turn of the cycle is the war in the Donbas 
that is fomented by Vladimir Putin and his 
ideology of Eurasianism. What is important 
for Ukraine, is reaching the point in the 
cycle when full Ukrainian integration is 
possible and successful.

Will the Ukrainian political elites consol-
idate to work in Ukraine’s interests, or will 
self-interest win the day? There is much 
evidence to suggest that the oligarchs are 
still pursuing self-advantageous deals using 
business and politics as they see fit. They 
have made little effort to change, even dur-
ing the war. Russian remains the language 
of the business elites, while the English-
speaking world remains foreign to them. In 
effect, as Dr. Kuzio writes, they remain pro-
vincial in outlook. Trade with Russia pre-
cludes any need for modernization or 
industrial reform. Oligarchs control 
monopolies, as they have done in the past, 
preventing any healthy competition in 
industry from developing. 

Dr. Kuzio’s use of historical cycles brings 
clarity and perspective into the narrative. 
Can one detect any change of attitudes 
among the people today? Radio Svoboda has 
recently reported that 92 percent of the citi-
zens of Ukraine (not including those territo-
ries under occupation) now identify them-
selves as Ukrainians by nationality, as com-
pared to 2015, when the figure stood at 86 
percent. Also, Euro-integration is now a more 
acceptable concept throughout Ukraine. The 
Revolution of Dignity has galvanized atti-
tudes among Ukrainians in favor of a com-
mon national stance. Mr. Putin’s plan for the 
creation of “Novorossiya” has failed, and the 
process of decommunization has made head-
way. However, the government still fails in its 
obligations to eastern Ukrainians. 

So, the question remains: Will the day that 
Ukrainians identify with common national 
interests come sooner rather than later? Dr. 
Kuzio remains optimistic in this regard.

Jaroslaw Wasyluk holds an M.A. in Slavic 
studies from the University of Manitoba.

“Secondhand Time: The Last of the 
Soviets,” by Svetlana Alexievich, translated 
by Bela Shayevich. New York: Random 
House, 2016. 498 pp. ISBN: 9780399. $30 
(Amazon: $16.34; e-book $15.99)

by Bohdan Hodiak

Over the decades I’ve read many books, 
before and after the collapse of the USSR. 
These books would describe the great 
events, the leaders, the wars, the financial 
shenanigans, but reading them was like 
getting all the nutritional and marketing 
information on a food product but never 
being able to taste it. Do you want to know 
what the collapse of the USSR meant to 
most of its people? Read this great book. 

Svetlana Alexievich, daughter of 
Belarusian and Ukrainian parents, spent 
years on this book. She has a genius in get-
ting people to open up and then distilling 
thousands of hours of recorded interviews 
into the most relevant, revealing and inter-
esting passages. That takes a great deal of 
skill and artistry. It lifts this book to the level 
of literature. I cannot remember reading a 
book that was so moving – much more so 
than some of the best novels I have read. 

Ms. Alexievich deserved the Nobel Prize 
for Literature she was awarded in 2015, 
primarily for her books on the Afghanistan 

war and the Chornobyl nuclear disaster. 
She was the first journalist who wrote only 
non-fiction to be awarded the Nobel Prize 
for Literature.

This book, an oral history about the dis-
integration of the USSR, frightened and sad-
dened me. There were passages where I, an 
old veteran, noticed tears on my cheeks. 

How can people do such things to each 
other? Do we all have a beast inside us that 
the right circumstances and forces can 
release? How can Armenians and 
Azerbaijanis, who had lived peacefully as 
neighbors for generations, commit atroci-
ties against each other? One witness 
describes an Azerbaijani gang killing a 
pregnant woman and then cutting the baby 
out of her. Another describes a terrified lit-
tle girl climbing a tree to get away from her 
pursuers. They surrounded the tree and 
shot at her until she fell to the ground.

Another interviewer describes what his 
future father-in-law, a retired NKVD colo-
nel, told him about his service, how he 
would torture prisoners, make them kneel 
and then shoot them behind the ear. This 
colonel seethed with rage at the new 
Russia, but behind his words I felt shame 
and pangs of conscience, all repressed. 
After hearing the colonel’s stories, the 
would-be son-in-law broke his engagement 
and fled the family.

Many of the people interviewed said 
they’d never told their story to anyone – not 
even family members. But finally they were 
willing to talk. One man described how, as a 
schoolboy in Ukraine, he fell under the influ-
ence of Communist propaganda requiring 
denunciations of “enemies of the people.” So 

he denounced his uncle. What had the uncle 
done? He hid several sacks of flour and 
other food in the forest because he saw 
Communist gangs going from farm to farm 
and confiscating all available food. This was 
the start of the Great Famine of 1932-1933 
in Ukraine in which several million 
Ukrainians starved. Stalin’s purpose was to 
force the farmers to give up their land and 
go into collective farms. But it was also 
meant to induce terror and break the spirit 
of the people, make them docile and obedi-
ent. (“Bitter Harvest,” a recently released 
dramatic film, deals with this period.) The 
uncle was arrested and sent to a Siberian 
prison; the mother disowned her son and 
threw him out of her house. The family 
apparently perished in the Holodomor.

Some old Communists describe how 
they hate predatory capitalism. They were 
poor in their time, but the West feared the 
USSR and they still believed communism 
would make life better. They had their 
pride and ideals. Now they have only their 
poverty, pensions that may not permit even 
buying a sausage (though there always 
seems to be money for cheap vodka).

It seems nothing much has changed. 
During communism it was the opportun-
ists, the liars, thieves and psychopaths who 

 BOOK REVIEWS

(Continued on page 14)
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New information about the First Wave of immigrants from Ukraine to the U.S.

Table 3. Data on Three Immigrants from Ukraine in Pennsylvania in 1920

by Oleh Wolowyna

The database on Ukrainians in the U.S. 
developed by the Center for Demographic 
and Socio-Economic Research of Ukrainians 
in the United States at the Shevchenko 
Scientific Society in New York has information 
starting in 1980, the first year when the ques-
tion on “ancestry” was asked in the U.S. 
Census. Thus, it has some information about 
the Third Wave (post World War II) and later 
year immigrants, and very detailed informa-
tion about the recent immigration from 
Ukraine (the Fourth Wave), but has practically 
no information about the first and second 
waves of immigration from Ukraine to the U.S. 

The only available statistical source on 
the First Wave is the Annual Reports of the 
Commissioner General of Immigration for 
1899-1930, discussed by Yulian Bachynskyj, 
Wasyl Halich and Myron Kuropas. Given that 
the territory of Ukraine was divided among 
several countries and that most immigrants 
were not familiar with the concept of 
“Ukrainian” nationality or identity, it is diffi-
cult to estimate the number of Ukrainian 
immigrants during that period. The number 
of 268,311 immigrants from Ukraine in the 
Immigration Reports is based mainly on 
immigrants registered as “Ruthenians,” and 
it does not include Ukrainians who may have 
been registered as Austrians, Russians, 
Poles, Slovaks, Magyars or Croats. 

A few months ago, the U.S. Bureau of the 
Census released the full U.S. 1920 census 
that contains detailed information about 
immigrants from Ukraine between 1820 
and 1920. We have downloaded this cen-
sus and are analyzing it to determine what 
information it can provide about the first 
immigration wave. Our preliminary analy-
sis shows that the 1920 census data has 
advantages and disadvantages. 

On the negative side, the census has no 
questions on ethnicity, nationality or ances-
try; thus, one cannot estimate adequately the 
number of Ukrainians living in the U.S. in 
1920. 

The advantages, on the other hand, are 
numerous. First, data on year of immigra-
tion, place of birth of the person and his 
father and mother, as well as mother 
tongue, provide ways to estimate the num-
ber of immigrants. Second, since 100 per-
cent of the 1920 census data is available, 
there is complete information about each 
person counted in the census. We have 

detailed information about each immigrant 
from Ukraine, such as the year of birth, year 
of immigration, number of years in the U.S., 
place of birth of the person and his parents, 
place of residence (state, metropolitan area 
and county), sex, age, marital status, rela-
tionship to the head of household, type of 
family structure, level of education, citizen-
ship, knowledge of English, labor force sta-
tus, class of worker, occupation and home 
ownership. Third, one can produce a very 
detailed profile of the immigrants by cross-
tabulating all these variables. Fourth, 
though the state of residence in the immi-
gration statistics is very imprecise, as it is 
the intended state of residence at time of 
arrival, the census provides their current 
residence down to city and county. 

Although, due to the non-existence of 
Ukraine as a state and problems with 
Ukrainian identity, the census data have 
limitations, we were able to extract new 
and unique information. Here we present 
some very preliminary results about immi-
grants who declared “Galicia” or “Ukraine” 
as their place of birth. Up to 1920, the num-
ber of immigrants born in these two places 
is 173,281, with 94 percent born in Galicia 
and 6 percent in Ukraine (Table 1). Most 
immigrants resided in the northeastern 
part of the U.S. More than half of them, 52 
percent, resided in two states, New York 
and Pennsylvania; and between 5 percent 
and 10 percent resided in each of the fol-
lowing states: New Jersey, Illinois, 
Massachusetts, Ohio and Michigan. The 
earliest registered year of immigration is 
1820, and 95 percent of all immigrants 

arrived between 1888 and 1914. These 
numbers are an underestimate of all immi-
grants born in Galicia or Ukraine, as they do 
not include those who died before 1920 
and those who returned to Ukraine, a high 
number according to Bachynskyj. 

Data on mother tongue provides inter-
esting insights on the composition of these 
immigrants (Table 2). Only 12 percent of 
them declared “Ukrainian” as their mother 
tongue, 58 percent Polish, 19 percent 
Yiddish or Hebrew, and 3 percent Russian. 
The distribution by mother tongue is very 
different for immigrants born in Galicia and 
immigrants born in Ukraine. Among immi-
grants born in Galicia, close to two-thirds 
declared Polish as their mother tongue, 18 
percent Yiddish or Hebrew and 11 percent 
Ukrainian. For immigrants who declared 
Ukraine as their place of birth, the largest 
percentage, 41 percent, had a Yiddish or 
Hebrew mother tongue, followed by 27 per-
cent Ukrainian and 23 percent Russian. 

Compared to the total U.S. population, 
immigrants born in Galicia or Ukraine had a 
very high level of illiteracy, 6 percent and 28 
percent, respectively. Also, there were sig-
nificant variations in the level of illiteracy 
depending on the mother tongue of the 
immigrants. Immigrants with a Ukrainian 
mother tongue had the highest level of illit-
eracy, 39 percent; followed by 35 percent 
among those with Russian and 28 percent 
with a Polish mother tongue. For immi-
grants with a Yiddish or Hebrew mother 
tongue, the level of illiteracy was 15 percent.

The low level of literacy and lack of 
knowledge of English forced the immi-

grants to take low-level occupations like 
laborers or operatives; close to half of 
immigrants born in Galicia or Ukraine with 
Ukrainian, Russian or Polish mother 
tongues had occupations in the laborer cat-
egory. The percentage of these immigrants 
with occupations in the operatives category 
is around 30 percent., and in the craftsmen 
category around 11 percent. Immigrants 
with a Yiddish or Hebrew mother tongue, 
on the other hand, had the following occu-
pational structure: 26 percent laborers, 25 
percent operatives, 17 percent craftsmen, 
and 13 percent managers and proprietors. 

As these are individual data, we have 
developed an application that allows one to 
search for one’s ancestors who migrated to 
the U.S. between 1820 and 1919. By enter-
ing the year of immigration, sex, year of 
birth, place of birth and mother tongue, the 
application searches for persons who satis-
fy these criteria. Here is an example of 
three male immigrants from Ukraine living 
in Pennsylvania in 1920, born in Galicia in 
1881 (age 29 years at the time of the cen-
sus), who migrated in 1913 and with a 
Ukrainian mother tongue (Table 3):

The first person lives alone in Pittsburgh, 
is married with the wife absent (probably in 
Ukraine), is literate, speaks English and 
works as a musician. The second person 
also lives in Pittsburgh, is married with wife 
present and two children, aged six and less 
than one year, and there are two other per-
sons, not family members, living in the same 
household. He is also literate, speaks English 

ANALYZING CENSUS DATA

(Continued on page 16)

Variable First person Second person Third person

No. persons in HH 1 6 7
Household Type Male, living alone Married-couple HH Married-couple HH
Metropolitan area Pittsburgh Pittsburgh Wilkes-Barre-Hazelton
City Not identifiable Pittsburgh, PA Wilkes-Barre, PA
Own dwelling  Rented Rented Rented
No.  family members in HH 1 4 1
No. own children in HH 0 2 0
Age of eldest child in HH N/A 6 N/A
Age of youngest child in HH N/A Less than 1 year N/A
Relationship to HH head Head/Householder Head/Householder Other non-relatives
Age 39 39 39
Marital status Married, spouse absent Married, spouse present Married, spouse absent
Mother’s place of birth Galicia Galicia Galicia
Father’s place of birth Galicia Galicia Galicia
Citizenship status Not a citizen Not a citizen Not a citizen
Years in the US 7 7 7
Speaks English Yes Yes No
Literacy Literate Literate Illiterate
Occupation Musician Laborer Laborer
Industry Welfare-religious services Misc manufacturing  Railroad 
Class of worker  Works for wages Works for wages Works for wages

HH = household;  N/A = non-applicable

Table 4. Number of Visits to the Website by Country in 2016

 Visits Percent Country

 2,398 47.4 United States
 1,206 23.8 Ukraine
 652 12.9 Bolivia
 311 6.1 Brazil
 237 4.7 Russian Federation
 86 1.7 Poland
 68 1.3 United Kingdom, Canada (34 each)
 27 0.5 Germany
 15 0.3 France
 10 0.2 Australia
 8 0.2 Switzerland
 5 0.1 China
 12 0.2 Nigeria, India, Israel (4 each)
 3 0.1 Mexico
 2 0.0 Philippines
 6 0.1 Spain, United Arab Emirates (2 each)

 13 0.3
 S. Africa, Vietnam, Turkey, Saudi Arabia,

     Rwanda, Portugal, Netherlands, Latvia,
   Japan, Hong Kong, Czeck Republic,
   Cape Verde, unknown (1 each)

 5,059 100.0

Table 1. Immigrants born in Galicia or Ukraine 
by State of Residence, 1920

  Place of Birth
State Galicia Ukraine Sum Percent

New York 47,576 2,000 49,576 28.6
Pennsylvania 37,220 3,592 40,812 23.6
New Jersey 16,456 524 16,980 9.8
Illinois 13,264 732 13,996 8.1
Massachusetts 11,928 1,196 13,124 7.6
Ohio 10,800 412 11,212 6.5
Michigan 7,780 500 8,280 4.8
Connecticut 5,796 312 6,108 3.5
Other 12,356 837 13,193 7.6
Total 163,176 10,105 173,281 100.0
Percent 94.2 5.8 100.0

Table 2. Immigrants born in Galicia or Ukraine
by Mother Tongue, 1920

  Percent born in
Mother Tongue Galicia Ukraine Sum Numbers

English 0.2 0.1 0.2 261
Ukrainian 11.4 26.7 12.3 21,341
Russian 2.0 22.6 3.2 5,593
Yiddish, Hebrew 17.8 40.9 19.2 33,192
Polish 61.6 2.6 58.1 100,704
Other languages 7.0 7.1 7.0 12,190

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 173,281
Number 163,176 10,105
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Blogger missing since June 2

KYIV – The National Union of Journalists 
of Ukraine has requested that the Special 
Monitoring Mission of the Organization for 
Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) 
that is active in eastern Ukraine and the 
International Committee of the Red Cross 
help locate Stanislav Aseyev, a blogger miss-
ing since June 2. Colleagues, family and 
friends of Mr. Aseyev, who writes under the 
name Stanislav Vasin and contributes to 
RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service, said that they’d 
had no contact with him for more than a 
week. Former member of Parliament Yehor 
Firsov, a longtime acquaintance of Mr. 
Aseyev’s, alleged in a June 6 Facebook post 
that the blogger had been seized in Donetsk 
and forcibly held by Russia-backed separat-
ist forces controlling the region, informa-
tion he repeated in a June 7 Facebook post 
and a June 10 Ukrayinska Pravda blog post, 
citing “unofficial sources.” RFE/RL Editor in 
Chief Nenad Pejic said that Mr. Aseyev’s 
detention, if true, was “deeply alarming and 
lawless,” and that he feared the blogger’s 

life could be at risk. “We demand that he be 
released immediately, and that his safety be 
guaranteed,” Mr. Pejic said. Mr. Aseyev, who 
has referred to his efforts to chronicle daily 
life under the war conditions in the 
Donetsk region as “my education,” publish-
es texts and photos about current news and 
military developments, and posts about 
shopping, entertainment and culture both 
in separatist- and non-separatist-controlled 
cities. He has also covered sensitive issues 
relating to the conflict, including reactions 
among Donetsk residents to the apparent 
assassination in October 2016 of the noto-
rious Russia-backed separatist commander 
known as “Motorola.” He also reports for 
other Ukrainian publications, including 
Dzerkalo Tyzhnia and The Ukrainian Week. 
(RFE/RL)

Astana expo maps show Crimea as Russia

ASTANA – Ukraine’s Embassy in 
Kazakhstan has lodged a protest over maps 
near an international energy exposition in 
Astana that show Ukraine’s occupied 
Crimean peninsula as part of Russia. The 
maps are part of decorative statues on 
Nurzhol Boulevard outside of Expo 2017, a 
three-month exposition that began on June 

10 with Russian President Vladimir Putin in 
attendance. One statue is holding a map of 
Ukraine that does not include the territory 
of Crimea. Another holds a map of Russia 
that includes Crimea. The Ukrainian 
Embassy wrote on Facebook on June 12 
that the map of Ukraine was shown “with 
elements in violation of the country’s terri-
torial integrity,” and the map of Russia was 
shown “with elements that violate Ukraine’s 
territorial integrity.” The Ukrainian Embassy 
said it expected explanations from 
Kazakhstan’s Foreign Affairs Ministry. 
Russia seized control of Crimea in 2014 
after sending in troops and staging a refer-
endum considered illegitimate by Ukraine 
and more than 100 other countries in the 
United Nations. (RFE/RL)

Explosion hits U.S. Embassy in Kyiv

KYIV – Ukrainian authorities say a device 
exploded in the U.S. Embassy compound in 
central Kyiv, causing no casualties. The blast 
hit  the Embassy,  located in the 
Shevchenkivsky district, at around midnight, 
police said on June 8. “Investigators found 
that an unknown person threw an explosive 
device onto the grounds of the diplomatic 
mission,” a statement said, adding that a 
criminal case had been opened to look into 

the incident. The Embassy said that “a secu-
rity incident involving a small incendiary 
device” occurred just after midnight, adding 
that it does not consider it a terrorist act. “All 
Embassy operations are continuing as nor-
mal” after no damage was caused, the 
embassy wrote on Twitter. (RFE/RL)

Hackers can cause major power outages

WASHINGTON – Hackers believed to be 
allied with the Russian government have 
devised a cyberweapon that has the potential 
to be highly disruptive against the world’s 
electrical systems, researchers have reported. 
The malware, which researchers have 
dubbed CrashOverride or Industroyer, is 
known to have disrupted the electrical sys-
tem in Ukraine in December, briefly shutting 
down one-fifth of Kyiv’s electric power. 
Dragos, one of the cybersecurity firms that 
identified the malware in a report on June 12, 
said Russian government hackers had shown 
an interest in targeting power grids in other 
countries as well, including the United States. 
The malware is capable of attacking power 
systems across Europe and Asia, and “with 
small modifications” could be used in the 
United States to cause outages of up to a few 

(Continued on page 13)
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HOUSE FOR SALE 
5521 Route 23C, Jewett, N.Y. 

Reduced price of $275,000. 
3 bedrooms, 2 and 1/2 bathrooms. Immaculate 

turn-key condition, including bare essentials 
for immediate occupancy. Wrap-around porch, 
stone � replace and beautiful mountain views. 

Close to Ukrainian Church and ski slopes. 

Please contact Roma Rainey 
at 508-292-2090 or 518-589-1024.

PROFESSIONALS

TO PLACE YOUR AD CALL WALTER HONCHARYk (973) 292-9800 x3040
or e-mail adukr@optonline.net

SERVICES

SERVICES

SERVICES

OPPORTUNITIES

Earn Extra incomE!
The Ukrainian Weekly is looking 

for advertising sales agents.
For additional information contact  

Walter Honcharyk, Advertising Manager,  
The Ukrainian Weekly, 973-292-9800, ext 3040.

WANT IMPACT?
Run your advertisement here, 

in The Ukrainian Weekly’s 
CLASSIFIEDS section.

LAW OFFICES OF 
ZENON B. MASNYJ, ESQ.___________________
In the East Village since 1983

Serious personal injury, real estate 
for personal and business use, 

representation of small and mid-size 
businesses, securities arbitration, 

divorce, wills and probate.
(By Appointment Only)

140 Second Avenue
New York, NY 10003

212-477-3002
zbmasnyj@verizon.net

If 212-477-3002 landline not working, 
please call 201-247-2413

FOR SALE  $95,000
Very clean, ground level 2 bedroom 
apartment/condo with convenient parking 
in Ukrainian village, Cedar Grove Lane, 
Somerset, NJ. Close to Ukrainian Orthodox 
and Ukrainian Catholic Churches. 

Contact # 908-642-8356

FOR SALE

Chervona Kalyna fraternity; the family’s 
membership in the Ukrainian National 
Association; and assisting his father with 
upkeep of the Ukrainian National Home in 
New York City. 

Upon recognizing his spiritual calling, he 
entered the novitiate at St. Basil’s College, 
the Ukrainian Catholic seminary in 
Stamford, Conn., (where he graduated 
magna cum laude). He then went on to com-
plete contemporaneous studies at St. 
Josaphat’s Seminary and the Catholic 
University in Washington, D.C., as well as 
Fordham University in New York City 
(which proudly displays his patriarchal coat 
of arms at the Catholic university’s church 
sanctuary). 

From 1958 to 1969, Father Husar 
returned to teach at his alma mater, St. 
Basil’s College, and between 1966 and 1969 
he served as the pastor of Holy Trinity 
Ukrainian Catholic Church in Kerhonkson, 
N.Y., ministering to many in our community 
who would summer at Soyuzivka. During 
this period, he also served as chaplain of the 
Ukrainian American Youth Association’s 
summer camps in nearby Ellenville, N.Y. 

Cardinal Husar was an incredible pastor 
whose words and deeds moved Ukrainians 
to action beyond what others believed was 
possible. Under his leadership, the 
Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church trans-
ferred the seat of its metropolitanate from 

Lviv to Kyiv, and conducted the largest 
number of synods in the Church’s history, 
strengthening the Church’s moral authority 
to assist all of Ukrainian society, both in 
Ukraine and abroad. In 2005, Cardinal 
Husar became the first Ukrainian Greek-
Catholic ever to participate in a papal con-
clave convened to elect a new pope.

Even after departing for Rome in 1969, 
or after returning to Lviv in 1991 upon the 
dissolution of the Soviet Union, then-Bishop 
Husar never forgot his “American roots” and 
would return to minister to his flock when-
ever we would need him most. He helped us 
champion a national monument dedicated 
to the victims of the Holodomor, the 
Ukrainian Famine-Genocide of 1932-1933, 
in Washington and led our remembrance of 
that tragedy at St. Patrick’s Cathedral in 
New York City. As cardinal, His Beatitude 
could be found walking the halls of 
Congress in Washington, extolling on the 
plight of the Ukrainian Catholic faithful 
under repression in the Russian Federation. 
And at the 19th Congress of Ukrainians of 
America, representing diaspora organiza-
tions and leadership from across the United 
States, Cardinal Husar called upon the dele-
gates and guests to work towards uniting 
throughout his adopted homeland, remark-
ing that, “The years have shown us that in 
unity there is strength.” 

The Ukrainian Congress Committee of 
America shares in the deep sorrow of the 
Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church and the 
Ukrainian nation upon the passing of our 
shepherd. May his memory be eternal!

(Continued from page 7)

Cardinal...
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days in portions of the grid, Dragos said. 
With modifications, the malware could also 
attack other types of critical infrastructure, 
including local transportation providers, 
water systems and natural gas suppliers, 
Dragos said. News of the discovery prompt-
ed the U.S. Department of Homeland 
Security to advise all critical infrastructure 
operators to make sure they were following 
recommended security practices on June 12. 
Dragos named the group that created the 
new malware Electrum, and said it had high 
confidence that Electrum used the same 
computer systems as the hackers who 
attacked Ukraine’s electrical grid in the ear-
liest known incident in December 2015. The 
2015 attack, which left 225,000 customers 
without power, was carried out by Russian 
government hackers, U.S. researchers have 
concluded, and was linked to a group called 
Sandworm, which is believed to be associat-
ed with the Russian government. Dragos 

said Sandworm and Electrum might be the 
same group, or two separate groups work-
ing within the same organization, but the 
forensic evidence shows they are related. 
The malware samples from the 2016 attack 
in Ukraine were first obtained by ESET, a 
Slovakian research firm, which shared some 
of them with Dragos. ESET has dubbed the 
malware Industroyer, while Dragos calls it 
CrashOverride. Industroyer or CrashOverride 
was specifically tailored to disrupt or 
destroy industrial-control systems, and rep-
resents the most powerful threat since 
Stuxnet, a worm created by the United 
States and Israel to disrupt Iran’s nuclear 
capability. (RFE/RL, with reporting by The 
Washington Post, Reuters, AP and AFP)

Sources: Poroshenko to meet Trump in D.C. 

WASHINGTON – Ukrainian President 
Petro Poroshenko is to meet with U.S. 
President Donald Trump in Washington 
sometime before next month’s Group of 20 
summit in Hamburg, Germany, three 
Ukrainian officials in Kyiv and Washington 
told RFE/RL on June 14. The officials, who 

(Continued from page 12)
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Ділимося сумною вісткою, що 26 травня 2017 року 
відійшла у вічність дорогенька Мама, Бабуня і Сестра

св. п.

Дарія Мельникович-Рихтицька 

народжена 19 серпня 1928 року в Західній Україні біля підніжжя 
Карпатських гір в місті Рожнітів.

Поетеса, довголітня громадська діячка, членка Національного Союзу 
Українських Письменників та Об’єднання Жінок ОЧСУ.  Брала активну 
участь у жіночому русі та громадсько-політичному житті. Глибока 
любов до України охоплювала все її життя. Як тільки з’являлась 
можливість відвідати її найдорожчу Батьківщину, вона одразу пакувала 
валізи і відлітала в Україну, проводячи там багато місяців. Вона брала 
участь в численних літературних читаннях в усіх регіонах України, 
а також в Європі, США і Канаді. Особливо вона була рада зустрічам 
з молоддю. З під її пера вийшли сім збірок поезій. Свої поезії вона 
писала в стилі білого віршу.

У глибокому смутку залишились:
донька  - Тамара з чоловіком Марком
син  - Нестор
донька  - Ксеня з чоловіком Володимиром
брат  - Ігор з дружиною Джоен та дітьми Марком і Ерикою
внуки  - Віра з чоловіком Ериком, Олесь з нареченою 

     Лорою, Ліночка
правнучки - Ніна і Іва
та ближча і дальша родина в Америці і на Україні

Похоронні відправи відбулися 3 червня 2017 року в церкві Непорочного 
Зачаття в місті Гемтремк. Похована 3 червня 2017 року на  цвинтарі 
“Mt. Olivet” в Детройті, штат Мічіган.

Вічна Їй Пам’ять!

by private insurance, local budgets as well 
as the mandatory social medicine insur-
ance program. 

Dr. Suprun also wants to update medical 
education to bring it into line with interna-
tional standards and to introduce licenses 
for doctors, who currently need only a 
diploma to practice medicine. 

The World Health Organization, the 
European Union and the ambassadors of 
the Group of Seven industrialized nations 
all support her bills. 

NATO accession a policy goal

Also on June 8, the Verkhovna Rada 
passed legislation to make membership to 
the 29-member North Atlantic Treaty 
Alliance a policy goal. It justified the move 
by citing “Russian aggression” – mainly 
Russia’s illegal annexation of the Ukrainian 
territory of Crimea and its de facto occupa-
tion of certain parts of easternmost Donetsk 
and Luhansk oblasts. 

As a collective defense alliance, “NATO is 
the most effective and the only organization 
that can stop Russian aggression,” Parliament 
Chairman Andriy Parubiy, one of the bill’s co-
authors, said in the legislative chamber. 

He was in Washington this week to advo-
cate for additional sanctions to punish 
Russia for its continued war-mongering 
and to lobby for lethal weapons to counter 
Moscow’s modernized army and weaponry. 

President Petro Poroshenko said on June 
9 that he will sign the bill. 

Call for a new war strategy

Secretary of the National Security and 
Defense Council Oleksandr Turchynov said 
that the country’s current approach to coun-
tering Russia’s hybrid war makes it impossi-
ble to liberate more occupied territories. 

Called an anti-terrorist operation (ATO), 
the current “format” is obsolete, he told the 
Interfax-Ukraine news agency on June 13. 

“Hostilities in the east of our country 
have lasted already for three years and have 
outgrown the ATO format both in duration 
and scale,” Mr. Turchynov said. “At the same 
time… It is within the ATO that we stopped 
the aggressor, managed to hold presidential, 
parliamentary and local elections, and liber-
ated a significant part of occupied territory.” 

He offered few details about the re-con-
figuration, but emphasized that legislation 
needs to be adopted to refine approaches 
to countering hybrid, or asymmetrical, war-
fare. Current laws, he noted, are geared 
towards “conventional” fighting. 

“The time has come to not only recog-

nize some areas of the Donetsk and 
Luhansk regions as occupied, but to clearly 
define by legislation the principles of state 
policy concerning their liberation,” he said. 
“We need an effective technology to protect 
the country, and for this we should give the 
president the legislative right to use the 
armed forces and other military formations 
against Russia’s hybrid aggression.”

The national security chief added that a 
revised bill on restoring Ukraine’s sover-
eignty will be presented to the president 
and, after that, “I hope it will be promptly 
submitted to the Verkhovna Rada.”

The latest United Nations report on the 
Donbas war published on June 13 states 
“conservatively” that nearly 10,100 people, 
including at least 2,777 civilians, have died 
in eastern Ukraine since April 2014.

Fighting takes place every day, and 36 
civilians were killed and 157 injured in the 
past three months, the report stated. 

More than 350,000 people face acute 
water shortages in eastern Ukraine due to 
the fighting, the International Committee of 
the Red Cross said in a news release on June 
12. And a local state of emergency has been 
declared in the frontline industrial town of 
Avdiyivka in Donetsk Oblast by Pavlo 
Zhebrivsky, chairman of the Donetsk Military 
and Civilian Administration. Posting on 
Facebook, the regional chief said the town 
has been without a supply of natural gas for 
six consecutive days as of June 13. 

Visa-free travel to EU starts

Exactly 59,627 Ukrainians crossed the 
European Union border on June 11 when 
visa-free travel rules first went into effect, 
according to the Foreign Affairs Ministry of 
Ukraine. However, only about 3 percent 
didn’t have visas. 

Ukrainians possessing biometric pass-
ports can visit any EU member country, the 
United Kingdom and Northern Ireland, 
without a visa. They can also visit Norway, 
Iceland, Liechtenstein and Switzerland – 
countries that are also part of the so-called 
Schengen Zone. Stays are limited to 90 
days, and visitors are not allowed to work 
during that period (a separate visa is 
required for employment). 

Quoting acclaimed Russian writer Mikhail 
Lermontov, President Petro Poroshenko 
characterized Ukraine’s foreign policy break-
through as another step towards breaking 
free from the Kremlin’s grasp. 

Saying first that the “Ukrainian democrat-
ic world is abandoning the authoritarian 
Russian world,” Mr. Poroshenko then cited 
the writer’s words: “Farewell, unwashed 
Russia, a country of slaves and their lords. 
Goodbye you blue uniforms of gendarmes, 
and you, their obedient people.”

(Continued from page 1)

Ukraine moves...

asked not to be identified because they 
were not authorized to speak publicly 
about the visit until it was announced offi-
cially, said the exact date of the first tête-à-
tête between the two leaders had not yet 
been nailed down, but that it would proba-
bly occur next week. The Interfax-Ukraine 
news agency, citing an unnamed source, 
said the meeting would take place on June 
19-20. Two of RFE/RL’s sources said 
President Poroshenko’s administration had 
accepted an invitation that was extended by 
the White House, though they were not 
sure whether the visit would be an official 
state visit. A spokesperson for Mr. 
Poroshenko declined to comment, saying a 
statement would appear on the Ukrainian 
presidential website soon. Asked whether 
Presidents Trump and Poroshenko would 
meet next week, Ukrainian Foreign Affairs 
Minister Pavlo Klimkin told RFE/RL via text 
message that he could “not officially” con-

firm it, adding a smiley face emoji. Mr. 
Klimkin’s office has been working since 
Trump’s election victory to arrange a meet-
ing between the U.S. head of state and his 
Ukrainian counterpart. One Ukrainian dip-
lomat who requested anonymity told RFE/
RL that a lot is riding on the meeting. The 
diplomat explained that while Ukrainian 
officials have said publicly that they 
received messages of support from Trump 
administration officials since he took office 
in January, privately they have been con-
cerned by flattering comments Mr. Trump 
has made about Russian President Vladimir 
Putin and have wondered whether the 
White House might cut a deal with Moscow 
to end the conflict in eastern Ukraine at 
Kyiv’s expense. A meeting this month would 
potentially be particularly reassuring for 
Kyiv because Mr. Trump is expected to meet 
Mr. Putin for the first time at the July 7-8 
G20 summit in Hamburg. (RFE/RL)

Boyan Woychyshyn (McGill University), vice-
president east; Adelia Shwec (University of 
Ottawa), external relations director; Raya 
Dzulynsky (Western University), internal 
relations director; Orycia Karpa (University 
of Winnipeg), project director; Hannah 
Picklyk (University of Winnipeg), media 
director; and Cassian Soltykevych (University 
of Alberta), immediate past-president.

SUSK is a national student organization 
comprising Ukrainian students’ organizations 
at post-secondary institutions across 
Canada. Founded in 1953 in Winnipeg, and 
falling inactive in 2001, SUSK was revived at 
the 22nd Congress of Ukrainian Canadians 
in Winnipeg on October 2007. SUSK’s man-
date is to advocate concerns relevant to 
Ukrainian Canadian students. SUSK serves 

as a national forum in which these concerns 
are discussed and acted upon. It is the coor-
dinating body for Ukrainian students’ orga-
nizations through Canada.

Sponsors of the 2017 SUSK Congress 
included the Shevchenko Foundation, 
Ukrainian Credit Union Limited, Buduchnist 
Credit Union, the Ottawa Community 
Foundation, the Chair of Ukrainian Studies at 
the University of Ottawa, Rodan Energy 
Solutions, Cholkan and Stepczuk LLP, the 
Ontario Provincial Council of the Ukrainian 
Canadian Congress, Ukrainian National 
Federation of Canada, Ukrainian Catholic 
Women’s League of Canada, the League of 
Ukrainian Canadians, Capital Ukrainian 
Festival, Multiculture Bevco, Canada’s 
National Ukrainian Festival, Rosewood 
Estates Winery and Molson-Coors.

For more information, readers may con-
tact SUSK President Stephanie Nedoshytko 
at 780-616-4652 or president@susk.ca.

(Continued from page 5)

SUSK Congress...
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by Oryna Hrushetsky-Schiffman

CHICAGO – Ukrainian American physi-
cian Theresa Kuritza is determined to 
improve the future of women’s health care. 
Last September this assistant professor of 
radiology was appointed medical director 
of breast imaging at Loyola University 
Health System, where she dedicates herself 
to her professional passion of breast imag-
ing with digital mammography, MRI, 3D/
Tomosynthesis, automated whole breast 
ultrasound and performing breast biopsies.

“I see a wonderful opportunity to bring 
the newest technology in breast imaging, 
quality change and services to the Loyola 
family of medical institutions in the near 
future,” said Dr. Kuritza. “As the section 
chief of the Breast Imaging Center, I’m 
delighted to dedicate my time and skill to 
the needs of our patients, physicians, stu-
dents and staff.”

Dr. Kuritza is proud to be on staff at 
Loyola where over 3,000 patients are treat-
ed for breast cancer every year, and where 
she oversees a staff of seven dedicated 
breast imagers, 24 mammography technol-
ogists, six outpatient breast imaging sites, 
radiology residents and medical students. 

In the future, Dr. Kuritza aspires to serve 
underprivileged and uninsured inner city 
and rural women with specially equipped 
mobile mammography van units. She also 
intends to help strengthen breast cancer 
services in Ukraine, which currently lacks 
mammography equipment and a formal 
screening program, making early stage 
detection more difficult and lowering sur-
vival rates.

The humanitarian instincts and organi-
zational skills that make Dr. Kuritza such a 
well-rounded medical professional were to 

a large extent honed in the Ukrainian com-
munity. Born and raised in Chicago’s 
Ukrainian Village, Dr. Kuritza has volun-
teered in Ukrainian communities across the 
country. She has also volunteered at sum-
mer youth camps: Plast Ukrainian Scouting 
Organization’s “Pochatkovyi Tabir” for first-
time campers, the Ukrainian American 
Youth Association-sponsored Sports Camp 
in Baraboo, Wis., and the Roma Pryma 
Bohachevsky Dance Camp at the Soyuzivka 
Heritage Center in Kerhonkson, N.Y.

Dr. Kuritza is the Illinois branch secre-
tary/treasurer of the Ukrainian Medical 
Association of North America (UMANA) 
where she also sits on the Debutante Ball 
committee. She’s an active member of the 
Plast sorority Spartanky and belongs to 
Ukrainian National Association Branch 399.

In May 2016 Dr. Kuritza graduated from 
Loyola University of Chicago Quinlan 
School of Business with an M.B.A. in health 
care management, a segment of which she 
earned with international studies abroad in 
Lisbon, Berlin and Prague. 

YOUNGSTOWN, Ohio – Concert pianist 
Roman Rudnytsky performed concerts on 
opposite sides of the globe during February 
and March.

During February, he was in Britain and 
played 13 recitals there. These took place in 
a wide variety of towns and cities, namely; 
Harrogate, Southwell, Halesworth (Suffolk), 
Upminster, Coventry, Wells, St. Ives, Truro, 
Cambridge, St. Albans, Brighton, and 
Aberdeen in northeast Scotland.

He has played many recitals in the 
United Kingdom over the years and has 
been soloist with several orchestras there, 
including three BBC orchestras. In 1990, he 
gave the British premiere performance of 
the then-newly discovered Liszt Concerto 
No.3 in E Flat as soloist with the Worthing 
Symphony. 

He has also played recitals on about 65 
cruises of P&O ships and, more recently, of 
Cunard ships to and from Britain. His con-
certs over there have not only been on the 
British mainland but also in the Isles of 
Scilly, the Channel Islands and the Isle of 
Man.

In March, Mr. Rudnytsky traveled to the 
Pacific area for performances on the islands 
of Guam and Saipan. These are islands 
where he has played a number of times in 
the past, and he has made regular visits 
there over the years. He was on Saipan for 
the eighth time and, as before, spent two 
weeks there, playing two regular recitals 
and shorter recitals in 14 schools on that 
island – plus one on the neighboring island 
of Rota. He has been invited to return to 
Saipan for next year.

The types of pianos he played on ranged 
from fine grand pianos to electronic instru-
ments. Mr. Rudnytsky says he is always 

flexible regarding pianos, since there are all 
kinds he finds in the course of his travels 
and has no problems playing on electronic 
pianos, as long as they have all 88 keys and 
a pedal.

His programs for these recitals included 
works by such as Haydn, Beethoven, Liszt, 
Debussy and Albeniz.

The rest of the current year will be busy 
for Mr. Rudnytsky. From late May through 
the rest of the year, there will be several 
domestic recitals (including in Alaska), his 
20th Australian tour from late June through 
late September (24 concerts), recitals as a 
classical pianist on five Cunard cruises 
from/to the U.K. – on all three of their ships 
(Queen Mary 2, Queen Victoria and Queen 
Elizabeth) – from early October through 
early December, more recitals in Britain in-
between these cruises and a performance 
in late December on Guam as soloist with 
the Guam Territorial Band, where he will 
perform the first movements of both the 
Tchaikovsky Concerto No.1 in B Flat minor 
and the Grieg Concerto in arrangements for 
band and piano.

Last fall, Mr. Rudnytsky played recitals 
on five cruises of P&O and Cunard ships, 
and several recitals in Britain in-between. 
He also traveled in November to Ireland 
and in December to Chile, where he had 
made eight tours between 1992 and 2001. 
He had discussions at the U.S. Embassy 
there regarding his plans to have another 
Chilean tour next year. From Santiago, Chile, 
he traveled (for the second time) to Easter 
Island and spent three days there. Easter 
Island, known in the local Polynesian lan-
guage as “Rapa Nui,” is under Chilean sover-
eignty.

Mr. Rudnytsky, a graduate of The 
Juilliard School, has now played in about 
100 countries of the world and is professor 
emeritus of Youngstown State University 
(Dana School of Music), where he served on 
the piano faculty from 1972 until 2011.

Concert pianist performs
on opposite sides of globe

Tapped as medical director
of breast imaging at Loyola

“Notes on people” is a feature geared toward reporting on the achievements of members 
of the Ukrainian community and the Ukrainian National Association. All submissions 
should be concise due to space limitations and must include the person’s UNA branch 
number (if applicable). Items will be published as soon as possible after their receipt.

Dr. Theresa Kuritza

UCC

OTTAWA – At its annual general meeting 
in Oshawa, Ontario on Saturday, May 6, the 
Ontario Provincial Council of the Ukrainian 
Canadian Congress elected Anna Kuprieieva 
as president. 

Ms. Kuprieieva is an international law spe-
cialist with expertise in international trade 
and investment law, corporate law, competi-
tion law, export controls and customs-related 
matters. She currently works for Citco 
Canada, a financial services company.

Ms. Kuprieieva earned bachelor and 
master of law degrees in Ukraine, and an 
LL.M. in international law from the 

Elected as new president
of Ontario Provincial Council 

Anna Kuprieieva

NOTES ON PEOPLE

University of Ottawa. She is a member of 
the Ukrainian Bar Association and the 
Ukrainian Canadian Bar Association.

She served as a Canada Ukraine 
Parliamentary Program Intern in 2013, and 
in 2014 worked as a Ukraine crisis public 
relations and media coordinator at the 
Ukrainian Canadian Congress National Office.

Upon moving to Toronto, Ms. Kuprieieva 
continued her community involvement 
with Euromaidan Toronto, assisting with 
the UCC Ukraine Appeal by providing vol-
unteer legal and document control support 
for humanitarian and medical aid ship-
ments to Ukraine.

“I welcome the election of another 
accomplished Ukrainian Canadian woman 
to the ranks of Provincial Council presi-
dents,” said Alexandra Chyczij, first vice-
president of the Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress. “The executive committee of the 
UCC looks forward to working with Ms. 
Kuprieieva as Ukrainian Canadians in 
Ontario expand and solidify their presence 
throughout the province.”

The UCC thanked outgoing Ontario 
Provincial Council acting President Walter 
Kish and former President Lidia Narozniak 
for their service and dedication to the com-
munity.

had the best chance to get ahead. After the 
USSR fell it was the thugs, bribers and peo-
ple with connections and power who had a 
jump on everyone else. Strangely, almost 
none of the old Communists question the 
criminality of the system. However, one 
woman, whose daughter was badly injured 
in a terrorist attack in a Moscow subway, 
said, “The Chechens are doing to us what 
we did to them.”

Near the end of the book I became irri-
tated and impatient with the long saga of 
Lena. But maybe the author wanted to 

make a point about the Russian character. 
Lena marries for love but, as happens to the 
majority of the women in these interviews, 
her husband becomes a heavy drinker and 
constantly beats her. After a time, Lena 
flees to a boy who loved her in school. 
Eventually they marry and have two sons. 
Some years pass but Lena is obsessed with 
a dream she had of a handsome man who is 
her soul mate. Corresponding with a lifer in 
prison, Lena decides he is it. She divorces 
her husband and marries the lifer. No mat-
ter that she has married a murderer who is 
permitted visits only twice a year. No mat-
ter that her former husband did not drink, 
or beat her and that he loved her. A film-
maker hears about Lena and makes a docu-

mentary about her life. She and her former 
husband are invited to Moscow to tell their 
story before a television audience. 
Meanwhile, her prison husband says she 
lives too far away from the prison, located 
in the boondocks of Russia, and has proba-
bly been unfaithful to him. So he demands 
Lena move to a nowhere town near the 
prison even though she can visit him only 
twice a year. Lena complies.

Her prison husband is also a piece of 
work. He was 18 and walking from a dance 
with the girl he loved. She asked how much 
he loved her. He said more than life itself, 
he would die for her. Dying for me is noth-
ing, she said. Would you kill a man for me? 
Yes, I would, he replied. Good, kill the next 

man that comes up the road, she said. And 
he did.

Now, the Russians may be fascinated with 
this story, but I am disgusted. This is not 
great passion and tragedy, but two people in 
need of psychiatric help. I think Ms. 
Alexievich is saying the inability to control 
your instincts and a desire to make the grand 
gesture is a Russian trait. If you can’t control 
your instincts and are a romantic you need 
outside control. Hand the Russians democra-
cy on a platter, and they will choose dictator-
ship. “Everything Russian is filled with sor-
row,” Ms. Alexievich has written.

One lesson I got from the book is that civ-
ilization is a thin veneer covering potential 
savagery, and that democracy is fragile. 

(Continued from page 8)
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and works as a laborer in manufacturing. 
The third person lives in Wilkes-Barres, in a 
married couple household, but is not related 
to the couple. He is married with the wife 
absent, illiterate, does not speak English and 
works as a laborer on the railroad. Al three 
are renters, i.e., do not own the house they 
live in, and are not U.S. citizens.

This is a pilot application for persons 
residing in the state of Pennsylvania in 1920. 
We urge readers to test the application on 
the center’s website: http://www.inform-
decisions.com/stat/, and provide comments, 
questions and suggestions. With your help 
we will be able to improve this application 
and expand the database to the entire U.S. 

The center’s website has become the 
main source of statistical information on 
Ukrainians in the United States. During 
2016 it was accessed 5,059 times, an aver-
age of 14 times per day, with 47 percent of 
the hits from the U.S., 24 percent from 
Ukraine and the rest from countries all over 
the world (Table 4). Hits were from practi-
cally all states in the U.S. and from all oblasts 
in Ukraine, with many from Donetsk and 
Luhansk. Hits from Russia were from St. 
Petersburg, Moscow, the Kuban region and 

Rostov, and as far as Tatarstan and Omsk. 
There were also hits from Canada, many 
Western European countries, Asia, Africa, 
Latin America and Australia.

Quite a few users spent a lot of time 
exploring the site. There were 80 visits with 
a connection time of more than one hour; 
16 visits of 20 minutes to one hour; 41 visits 
of five to 20 minutes; and 117 visits of 30 
seconds to five minutes. Who are the insti-
tutional users of the website? The most fre-
quent users in the U.S. are universities, fol-
lowed by school districts, public libraries, 
business corporations and the House of 
Representatives. In Ukraine the main insti-
tutional users are universities, followed by 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the U.S. 
Embassy in Ukraine and private business. 

A special section was added to the web-
site last year with data on the number of 
potential Ukrainian voters by state and 
metropolitan areas, down to counties in 
some cases. Two improvements to the web-
site are planned for the near future: a) 
updating all the data from 2010 to 2015; b) 
adding the full 1920 Census to the data-
base. Hopefully the 2015 updated data of 
Ukrainian potential voters will be useful 
when interacting with candidates during 
the 2018 elections. 

Government entities, corporations and 
community organizations invest large sums 
in the collection of data and their analysis, 
as this is essential for the management of 
any modern enterprise. We are fortunate 
that data on Ukrainian ancestry or ethnicity 
is collected by the U.S. government on a reg-
ular basis and that since its independence 
Ukraine is listed among the countries of 
birth and migration (previously it was listed 
under “Other/USSR”). Some ethnic commu-
nities in the U.S. are not so lucky, as it is for-
bidden by law to ask about religion in the 
U.S. Census and some federal surveys. For 
example, as “Jewish” is considered a reli-
gious concept, there are no data on Jews in 
these official data sets. Understanding the 
importance of data for planning their com-
munity work, the Jewish community in the 
U.S. spends millions of dollars on surveys to 
collect data on Jews, and maintains a cadre 
of professionals who analyze these data, 
produce yearly statistical compendiums and 
generate data needed for a better planning 
of the community’s activities.

(Continued from page 9)
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the application was received, as per the 
agreement. The time period may be 
extended to 30 days in special cases. For 
urgent requests, applications would be 
reviewed within two days or less. Those 
who had been denied would be able to 
appeal and obtain an explanation. 

The agreement also allowed Ukrainians 
living within 50 kilometers from the bor-
der with EU countries to be able to enter 
without a visa. 

The new visa regime was ratified by the 
Ukrainian Parliament, in January 2008, 
and was ratified by the EU Parliament in 
February 2010. 

Economic aspects of the agreement 
included relaxing quotas on steel exports 
(expected to increase by 35 percent com-
pared to 2005 and 18 increase as com-
pared to 2006).  Other areas of economic 
growth were expected in trade, banking, 
transportation, energy, security, customs 
and border control, as well as preparations 
for the 2012 Euro Cup.

The Ukraine-EU agreement already in 
place was set to expire in early 2008, and the 
new pact that was expected to last for 10 
years, signified the next phase in bilateral 
relations with new instruments in coopera-
tion to draw Ukraine closer toward the EU.

Source: “New visa regime grants Ukrainian 
access to EU’s Shengen Zone,” by Zenon 
Zawada, The Ukrainian Weekly, June 24, 2007.

(Continued from page 6)

Turning...
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owned assets; and those doing business with 
the Russian intelligence and defense sectors.

• Allow broad new sanctions on key sec-
tors of Russia’s economy, including mining, 
metals, shipping and railways.

• Authorize robust assistance to strength-
en democratic institutions and counter dis-
information across Central and Eastern 
European countries that are vulnerable to 
Russian aggression and interference.

• Require a study on the flow of illicit 
finance involving Russia and a formal 
assessment of U.S. economic exposure to 
Russian state-owned entities.

Calling the proposed amendment “a 
comprehensive deal,” The Washington Post 
reported on June 12 that Senate Majority 
Leader Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.) filed the 
amendment late on June 12, after extensive 
talks with Sens. Corker and Crapo. 

In additional to Sens. Cardin and Brown, 
The Post said Senate Minority Leader Charles 
E. Schumer (D-N.Y.), vocal Russia critics John 
McCain (R-Ariz.) and Lindsey O. Graham 
(R-S.C.), as well as Jeanne Shaheen (D-N.H.) 
and Richard Blumenthal (D-Conn.) were also 
involved in various stages of the discussion.

Three different bills increasing sanctions 

on Russia had been filed in the Senate in 
response to Russia’s actions in Ukraine and 
Syria and its meddling in the 2016 U.S. 
presidential election.

Speaking on the U.S. Senate floor on June 
7, Sen. McCain had spoken about the need 
for a strong Russia sanctions amendment 
to the Countering Iran’s Destabilizing 
Activities Act of 2017. 

Sen. McCain stated, “In just the last three 
years under Vladimir Putin, Russia has 
invaded Ukraine, annexed Crimea, threat-
ened NATO allies and intervened militarily 
in Syria, leaving a trail of death, destruction 
and broken promises in his wake. And of 
course, last year, Russia attacked the foun-
dations of American democracy with a 
cyber and information campaign to inter-
fere in America’s 2016 election. ...”

He continued: 
“But in the last eight months, what price 

has Russia paid for attacking American 
democracy? Hardly any at all. ...What has 
Russia’s reaction been to America’s tepid 
reaction to its aggressive behavior? More of 
the same. More aggression. More meddling. ...

“We must take our own side in this fight-
not as Republicans, not as Democrats, but 
as Americans. It’s time to respond to 
Russia’s attack on American democracy 
with strength, with resolve, with common 
purpose, and with action. …

(Continued from page 1)

Senate passes... “We need a strong Russia sanctions 
amendment. We need it now. And we need 
it on this piece of legislation. We need this 
amendment because we have no time to 
waste. The United States of America needs 
to send a strong message to Vladimir Putin 
and any other aggressor that we will not tol-
erate attacks on our democracy. There is no 
greater threat to our freedoms than attacks 
on our ability to choose our own leaders 
free from foreign interference. And so we 
must act accordingly, and we must act now.” 

The Washington Post noted that the 
Senate had refrained from putting a new 
sanctions bill to a vote because Sen. Corker 
had said he wanted to give the administra-
tion of President Donald Trump time to 
make progress in cooperation with Russia 
over the war in Syria. 

“I wanted to give [Secretary of State Rex] 
Tillerson until two weeks ago,” he told The 
Post, adding, “I’ve been ready the whole 
time.” Asked whether the White House was 
on board with the measure, Sen. Corker hes-
itated, noting: “I have to believe that the 
administration has to at least strongly con-
sider supporting this.”

The New York Times reported on June 13: 
“The bipartisan measure would place the 
White House in an uncomfortable position, 
arriving amid sweeping investigations into 
ties between Mr. Trump’s associates and 
Russia. The sanctions package would also 
cut against the administration’s stated aim to 
reshape the United States’ relationship with 
Russia after Mr. Trump took office.”

Sen. Schumer issued a statement describ-

ing the new sanctions as “a powerful and 
bipartisan statement to Russia.”

Sen. Cardin was quoted by the news 
media as commenting, “I’d be very, very 
surprised if the president vetoes this bill.”

After the legislation was passed on June 
14, Sen. Rob Portman (R-Ohio) comment-
ed: “The United States Senate today took an 
important step towards holding Russia 
accountable for its aggression against U.S. 
allies and interests and its efforts to under-
mine faith in our democratic institutions 
and values. I was honored to have Speaker 
of Ukraine Parliament Andriy Parubiy with 
me today as the Senate passed these 
important sanctions and policies that send 
a clear signal that Russia’s destabilizing and 
destructive actions must have consequenc-
es, and that the United States will stand up 
for its allies like Ukraine while holding 
Russia accountable for its bad behavior. 
The important sanctions and policies 
included in this legislation will also provide 
constructive guidance to the administra-
tion as it continues to formulate its policies 
and demonstrate the depth of the support 
in Congress for a firm and principled 
approach to Russia.”

Mr. Parubiy was present for the vote as a 
guest of the Senate Ukraine Caucus, which 
is co-chaired by Sens. Portman and Dick 
Durbin (D-Ill.)

Sources: U.S. Senate Committee on 
Banking, Housing and Urban Affairs; Office of 
Sen. John McCain; The Washington Post, The 
New York Times, Office of Sen. Rob Portman.

The beginning of June has been marked 
by an increase in aggressive rhetoric com-
ing from Moscow and by more armed 
clashes in the Donbas and in Syria. 
According to the independent pollster 
Levada Center, 69 percent of Russians con-
sider the U.S. an enemy and 50 percent 
believe Ukraine is an enemy (Levada.ru, 

June 5). These figures, of course, primarily 
reflect the effectiveness of Russia’s state-
controlled and state-sponsored propagan-
da. The poll also seems to accurately repre-
sent the attitudes dominant in the Kremlin, 
as evident from Mr. Putin’s anti-American 
outburst at the St. Petersburg Forum 
(Kremlin.ru, June 2).

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 3)

Putin angrily...
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Ukrainian Catholic University promotes world rehabilitation practices
by Iryna Naumets

LVIV – The Ukrainian Catholic 
University (UCU) hosted a conference with 
the participation of worldwide profession-
al occupational therapists: the vice-presi-
dent of the World Federation of 
Occupational Therapists, Samantha Shann; 
a representative of the Canadian 
Association of Occupational Therapists, 
Natalie Zaraska; and a representative of 
the American Occupational Therapy 
Association, Lisa Mason. 

The motto of the event, held in Lviv on 
April 24, was “We are starting a new reha-
bilitation specialization in Ukraine, occu-
pational therapy.” 

As the practice of occupational therapy 
develops in Ukraine, it is important to 
know what foreign experience can offer for 
this newly created specialization in the 

context of cooperation with the World 
Federation of Occupational Therapists. 
The conference focused on how the 
Canadian and American models of occu-
pational therapy work, what are the pro-
fession’s educational requirements, and 
what are the prospects for the develop-
ment of rehabilitation service in Ukraine. 
These were discussed also at a meeting of 
representatives of the Ukrainian govern-
ment in the field of health care and 
Ukrainian specialists in rehabilitation 
medicine with delegates of foreign profes-
sional associations.

“It is valuable when they can support 
you. Don’t look at what you can’t do, but 
create conditions in which you can do 
everything. It is important to see those 
possibilities in all people with disabilities 
and develop them. As new professions are 
introduced, a vision develops on how to 
make a person successful and indepen-
dent. Specialists will grow who can help 
and instruct,” explained Raisa Panasiuk, an 
authority on the human rights of invalids 
in the Vinnytsia Region.

Human dignity is the fundamental value 
on which all the university’s educational 
programs are focused, noted Sophia 
Opatska, UCU’s vice-rector for academic 
affairs. “We want our graduates to leave us 
not only with knowledge but, above all, 
with a formed professional understanding, 
practical habits and a respectful attitude to 
people.”

In the absence of a formal specialization 
in occupational therapy, physical thera-
pists, to a certain extent, carried out these 
functions in Ukraine’s rehabilitation sys-
tem. Right now in Ukraine there are only 
four certified occupational therapists who 
received their education abroad.

This profession has been developing in 
the United States and Canada since the 
1930s. In Canada, 80 percent of occupa-
tional therapists work in cities, 20 percent 
in rural areas; 46 percent in hospitals, 32 
percent in the community, 13 percent in 
professional practices, and 9 percent in 
long-term care facilities.

According to Ms. Shann of the World 
Federation of Occupational Therapists, in 
the last 10 years the number of students in 
occupational therapy programs has 
increased by 28 percent. Her organization 
is working on a strategy to develop the 
field of occupational therapy. It directs the 
evolution of the profession by establishing 
international standards. The cornerstone 

of the profession is understanding the con-
nection between the person, his occupa-
tion and the surroundings in which he 
finds himself, Ms. Shann emphasized. 

“Occupation is central in all educational 
programs in occupational therapy. They 
are built on modern concepts of the inter-
national community of occupational thera-
pists. Each specialist understands that 
physical occupation supports the patient’s 
welfare. Educational programs in occupa-
tional therapy prepare professionals who 
can practice occupational therapy in vari-
ous practical conditions,” she noted.

She explained that, while developing 
international standards, the WFOT focus-
es on the following: first of all, these stan-
dards do not propose prescriptions; sec-
ond, they are sensitive to local culture; 
third, they support human rights; fourth, 
they look at prevention and the promo-
tion of health as these relate to interven-
tion and treatment. During their educa-
tion, students study the whole person, 
both physical and cognitive, and emotion-
al needs.

A specialist in occupational therapy 
should command not only a certain set of 
professional skills but concrete qualities of 
character, explained Ms. Zaraska from the 
Canadian Association of Occupational 
Therapists. Among the important charac-
teristics she cited were: sensitivity, empa-
thy, respect for personalities, tolerance, 
exceptional interpersonal skills for involv-
ing and motivating clients, exceptional 
observational skills, a creative approach to 
problem-solving, the ability to adapt and 
be flexible in stressful conditions, and 
independent thinking.

In the post-Soviet space, the work of the 
occupational therapist is connected with 
work therapy and the treatment of physi-
cal disorders. Ms. Zaraska pointed out that 
in Canada the circle of a an occupational 
therapist’s competencies is significantly 
wider: the therapist can provide services 
for children, for older people who have 
physical disorders (stroke, burns, orthope-
dic trauma, bone lesions, spinal injury), 
and those with cognitive disorders 
(autism, learning disabilities, attention def-
icit disorder, hyperactivity), as well as 
emotional disorders (post-traumatic stress 
disorder, depression, anxiety, addictions).

UCU’s School of Rehabilitation Medicine 
is conducting similar meetings with spe-
cialists in rehabilitation medicine and gov-
ernment representatives in the cities of 
Lviv, Kyiv and Dnipro. In Kyiv, they are to 
sign a memorandum on cooperation with 
Ukraine’s Ministry of Health.

Lisa Mason (left) of the American 
Occupational Therapy Association and 
Natalie Zaraska of the Canadian 
Association of Occupational Therapists 
speak about the experience of their 

respective countries.

At the Ukrainian Catholic University’s conference on occupational therapy.

Samantha Shann, vice-president of the 
World Federation of Occupational 

Therapists, addresses the conference.

Oleksandr Laskin
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Through June 24 Oshawa Folk Arts Council Fiesta Week 2017, Dnipro/Odesa
Oshawa, ON Ukrainian Pavilion and Lviv Ukrainian Pavilion, 
 www.fiestaweek.com/pavilions/ukrainian

Through June 30 Art exhibit, “Veterans: Face of World War II” by Sasha 
New York Maslov, Ukrainian Institute of America, 
 www.ukrainianinstitute.org or 212-288-8660

Through June 30 Exhibit, “Ukraine on Maps of the World in the 16th to 
Chicago 20th Centuries,” Ukrainian National Museum, 
 www.ukrainiannationalmuseum.org or 312-421-8020

June 22 Food fest, “Ukraine Night” Global Tastes International 
Ottawa Food Nights, Canada Agriculture and Food Museum,
 613-991-3044 or http://cafmuseum.techno-science.ca/en

June 23  Concert by pianist Victor Markiw, featuring works by 
Tolland, CT Albeniz, Granados, Mompou, Rachmaninov, Skoryk and 
 Villa-Lobos, Arts of Tolland, 860- 871-7405

June 23-25 Midsummer’s Solstice Dream Retreat, Soyuzivka 
Kerhonkson, NY Heritage Center, 845-626-5641 or www.soyuzivka.com

June 24 Ukrainian Cultural Festival, Assumption of the Virgin 
Perth Amboy, NJ Mary Ukrainian Catholic Church, 732-826-0767 or 
 www.assumptioncatholicchurch.net

June 24 Lemko Vatra Soccer Tournament, Organization for the
Ellenville, NY Defense of Lemkivshchyna, Ukrainian American Youth 
 Association camp, 917-678-4168 or 
 markhowansky@yahoo.com

June 24 Gallery talk with Marcos Raya and Lynne Warren, 
Chicago “Night Train,” Ukrainian Institute of Modern Art, 
 www.uima-chicago.org or 773-227-5522

June 24 Ottawa Jazz Festival, with performance by Lemon Bucket
Ottawa Orchestra, Marion Dewar Plaza, City Hall, 613-241-2633
 or www.ottawajazzfestival.com 

June 24-25 Lemko Vatra, Organization for the Defense of 
Ellenville, NY Lemkivshchyna, Ukrainian American Youth Association
 camp, 917-678-4168 or president@lemko-ool.com 

June 25 Parish picnic, Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
Palos Park, IL Ukrainian Catholic Church, nativityukrainian@sbcglobal.net 

June 25 Ivana Kupala fund-raiser, Ukrainian National Women’s 
Horsham, PA League of America, Ukrainian American Sports Center 
 Tryzub, www.tryzub.org

June 25 Vintage Day/ Kalyna Voice, Ukrainian Cultural Heritage 
Edmonton, AB Village, 780-662-3640 or uchv@gov.ab.ca

June 25 Presentation by David Kramer, Ukrainian Institute of
Chicago  Modern Art, www.uima-chicago.org or 773-227-5522

June 28 Lecture by Lubomyr Luciuk, “Heroes of Their Day: 
Toronto Canada’s Ukrainians in War,” part of the Trunk Tales: 
 Leaving home … finding home Lecture Series, Ukrainian
 Museum of Canada – Ontario Branch, St. Vladimir 
 Institute, 416-923-3318 ext. 105

June 28 Fund-raiser and informative evening with Denis Polishchuk,
Ottawa Ukrainian National Federation (Ottawa-Gatineau), Maple
 Hope Foundation, Alt Hotel, 613-596-8188 or
 http://app.eventnut.com/e/12347264/registration 

June 30 through Nadiya Ye! Festival, Ukrainian American Youth 
July 2 Association, www.cym.org/us-ellenville or 
Ellenville, NY www.facbeook.com/oseliacym.ellenville

July 1-2 USCAK-East tennis tournament, Soyuzivka Heritage 
Kerhonkson, NY Center, www.uscak.org or www.soyuzivka.com

Entries in “Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to events 
advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome submissions 
from all our readers. Items will be published at the discretion of the editors 
and as space allows. Please send e-mail to mdubas@ukrweekly.com.

“The visa-free regime for Ukraine has 
started! Glory to Europe! Glory to Ukraine!” 
Mr. Poroshenko earlier wrote on Twitter, 
after hundreds of Ukrainians had crossed 
the EU border.

Foreign Minister Pavlo Klimkin cheered 
on Twitter: “Flights to Warsaw, Budapest, 
Frankfurt, and Munich have successfully 
landed and passed passport control;) 
#Bezviz – just the beginning!” 

Thousands of people had crossed the 
border into EU countries by midday, the 
Ukrainian Foreign Affairs Ministry’s consul-
ar department wrote on Twitter. 

Ukrainian travelers arriving in Brussels on 
June 11 said they were pleased about the ease 
with which they could now travel to Europe 
and the greater integration with the EU that it 
represented. “It feels very good when you can 
travel without any restrictions, when you just 
need to have a passport and that’s all. That 
feels very good,” Ukrainian student Inna 
Teryokhina told RFE/RL at Brussels Airport. 

Ukrainian border officials said they are 
expecting a 30 percent rise in passenger 
traffic at control sites along the frontier 
with the new regulations.

Mykola Tochytskyi, the head of Ukraine’s 
mission to the EU, told RFE/RL outside the 
European Parliament in Brussels on June 
11 that “for Ukraine, today is a big day.”

“It is not only about celebration; it is also 
a confirmation of our stand[ing]. To be with 
Europe. Not only outside of the region, but 
to be with Europe, to be a partner [who 
had] implemented all the benchmarks 
when it was decided to go for the visa-free 
regime,” Mr. Tochytskyi said.

In a message on Twitter posted on June 
11, European Council President Donald 
Tusk wrote: “A day to remember. Visa-free 
travel for Ukrainians now a reality. Bringing 
us closer together.”

In a video address, EU Commissioner for 
Enlargement Johannes Hahn said that visa-
free travel was achieved after “a long pro-
cess, but finally the reform efforts paid off.”

“This is a real milestone proving that the 
European Union delivers on its promises,” 
he said. “Ukraine’s commitment to the 
reform process will always result in tangi-
ble benefits for the citizens. This should be 
a motivation to stay on the reform course.”

“Today, we bring down a barrier 
between the people of Ukraine and the 
people of the European Union,” EU foreign 
policy chief Federica Mogherini said in a 
video address released late on June 10.

“It will create new opportunities for all of 
us, strengthening our economies, our securi-
ty and our friendship,” she also said. “And this 
is what our partnership is all about: making a 
difference to our citizens’ everyday life.”

Hugues Mingarelli, head of the EU dele-
gation to Ukraine, said at the ceremony that 
Ukrainians will be able “to travel to 33 
countries of West Europe without any visa 
requirements.”

Mr. Mingarelli said the visa-free regime 
was “just the first step” toward “intensify-
ing relations” between the EU and Ukraine.

Mr. Poroshenko said on June 10 as he 
counted down the final 12 hours before the 
start of the travel regime that he believes 
Ukraine will become a member of both 
NATO and the EU, and that “nothing, 
nobody will ever stop us.”

“The words ‘back in the USSR’ will be 
heard only listening to The Beatles,” Mr. 
Poroshenko said. “We will never return to 
the Soviet Union because we, a proud and 
free democratic nation, return to the family 
of European nations.”

He said the “last sound of the count-
down” will mark “the fall of not the con-
crete Berlin Wall but the paper curtain that 
has been separating Ukrainians from the 
European family for years.”

“We must return Ukrainians their histo-
ry. That is why today’s decision of the EU is 

(Continued from page 1)

Ukrainians celebrate... so important. A long process has been com-
pleted. First of all, it goes about the return 
of Ukraine to its historic place among the 
European countries, not only about the 
visa-free border crossing,” the president 
told the 1+1 television channel.

Mr. Poroshenko’s predecessor, Viktor 
Yanukovych, was pushed from power in 
2014 by massive pro-European protests 
after he scrapped plans for a deal to tighten 
ties with the EU. Russia then seized control 
of Ukraine’s Crimea region and fomented 
separatism in eastern Ukraine, where a war 
between Russia-backed forces and the gov-
ernment has killed more than 9,900 people.

Much of present-day Ukraine was part of 
the Russian Empire beginning in the 17th 
century, and Ukraine was under Moscow’s 
thumb as a Soviet republic for most of the 
20th century. It regained independence in 
1991.

With reporting by Interfax, UNIAN, and 
euractiv.com.

Copyright 2017, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted with 
the permission of Radio Free Europe/Radio 
Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-poroshenko-
eu-visa-free-goodbye-ussr/28539873.html).
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PREVIEW OF EVENTS
Friday, June 9-Sunday, June 25

NEW YORK: Yara Arts Group’s new theater piece 
“1917/2017: Tychyna, Zhadan & the Dogs” is based on 
12 poems by Pavlo Tychyna performed in English; Serhiy 
Zhadan and his Kharkiv rock band, the Dogs, perform 
live in Ukrainian. The show is directed by Virlana Tkacz, 
with Bob Holman, Marina Celander, Sean Eden, Rob 
Feldman, Chris Ignacio and Maria Pleskevich; music is by 
Julian Kytasty and the Dogs. Show times are Thursdays, 
Fridays and Saturdays at 8:30 p.m. and Sundays at 4 p.m. 
at La MaMa Theatre, 66 E. Fourth St. Tickets are $25; $20 
for seniors and students, To purchase tickets go to www.
lamama.org/tychyna/ or call 212-352-3101.
Saturday-Sunday, June 24-25
ELLENVILLE, N.Y: The Lemko Vatra festival, celebrat-

PREVIEW OF EVENTS GUIDELINES
Preview of Events is  a service provided at minimal cost ($20 per listing) by The Ukrainian Weekly to the Ukrainian 
community.  Items should be no more than 100 words long.
Preview items must be received no later than one week before the desired date of publication.  Please include 
payment for each time the item is to appear and indicate date(s) of issue(s) in which the item is to be published.  
Information should be sent to: preview@ukrweekly.com.

ing Lemko culture, will take place at the Ukrainian 
American Youth Association grounds located at 8853 
Route 209, Ellenville, NY 12428. Festival attractions 
will include: musical/dance performances, soccer 
tournament, pig roast, genealogy consultations, ven-
dor tables and evening dance with live band music. 
This year’s Vatra will commemorate the 70th anni-
versary of Akcja Wisła (the forced relocation of 
Ukrainians in Poland). The Vatra is hosted by the 
Organization for the Defense of Lemkivshchyna 
(OOL). Admission: $30/ per person for the full week-
end; $15 per person for Sunday only. For more infor-
mation, contact Mark Howansky, at president@lem-
ko-ool.com or 917-678-4168. For accommodations at 
UAYA, call 845-647-7230.


