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The Ukrainian Weekly

by Roma Hadzewycz

NEW YORK – In celebration of the 50th 
anniversary of its founding here in 1967, 
the Ukrainian World Congress convened a 
conference, “UWC at 50 and Beyond: The 
North American Vector,” at the Princeton 
Club of New York on September 16.

The event brought together leaders of 
the UWC, the Ukrainian Congress 
Committee of America and the Ukrainian 
Canadian Congress, as well as activists from 
the United States, Canada and beyond for a 
conference comprising four panel discus-
sions and presentations by individual 
speakers on a variety of themes related to 
the world body’s efforts.

The conference was followed by a com-
memorative banquet addressed by two key-
note speakers: Kateryna Yushchenko, a for-
mer first lady of Ukraine, and Vasyl Hrytsak, 
head of the Security Service of Ukraine. 

One of a series of conferences devoted to 
the UWC’s work through the decades, the 
New York event was opened by Dr. Walter 
Zaryckyj, chair of the UWC International 
Scholarly Council, who was the forum’s 
host and moderator. Dr. Zaryckyj empha-
sized that these conferences are not merely 
commemorations, but are “concept labora-
tories for the next two generations” of 
Ukrainian activists.

Participants were then welcomed by 
Volodymyr Yelchenko, permanent repre-
sentative of Ukraine to the United Nations, 
who commended the Ukrainian World 
Congress – until 1993 named the World 
Congress of Free Ukrainians (WCFU) – for 
its longstanding support of the Ukrainian 
community worldwide. “The Ukrainian 
community,” the ambassador noted, “is the 
best ambassador worldwide for Ukraine.”

He also spoke about the current situa-
tion in war-torn eastern Ukraine, under-
scoring the need for a U.N. peacekeeping 
mission that should be posted along the 
state border between Ukraine and Russia 
and whose mandate should cover all occu-
pied territories of Ukraine.

Opening remarks were delivered by 
UWC President Eugene Czolij of Canada, 
whose presentation was introduced by 
UWC Secretary General Stefan Romaniw of 
Australia, who asked his audience: “Can 
you imagine Ukraine without the Ukrainian 
diaspora represented in the Ukrainian 
World Congress?”

Mr. Czolij spoke of the main priorities of 
the world body then and now, from calls for 
the decolonization of the USSR and advocacy 
of human, national and religious rights to 
support for the national movement in 
Ukraine, the consolidation of Ukrainian state-
hood and Ukraine’s European integration.

The UWC president said the organiza-
tion’s greatest achievement is “our contribu-
tion to the restoration of Ukrainian inde-
pendence in 1991.” He also cited such suc-
cesses as Ukraine’s graduation from the 
Jackson-Vanik amendment, its accession to 
the World Trade Organization and the sign-
ing of an Association Agreement between 
the European Union and Ukraine. Mr. Czolij 
also pointed to the UWC’s missions to moni-
tor elections in Ukraine, the establishment 
of the International Commission of Inquiry 
into the 1932-1933 Great Famine and 
actions to raise awareness of the Holodomor 
as genocide, such as the worldwide journey 
in 2008 of the International Holodomor 
Remembrance Torch. 

But, “we must do more,” Mr. Czolij con-
tinued, “Ukraine needs us more than ever 

Conference looks at Ukrainian World Congress
50 years after its founding in New York City

Neighbors balk at new education law 
that reinforces Ukraine’s state language

Canada can ‘donate’ arms to Ukraine
before it’s allowed to buy them, says MP

(Continued on page 8)

by Mark Raczkiewycz

KYIV – Ukraine’s new law on education, 
which the Presidential Administration says 
is more inclusive towards minorities and 
will improve their integration into society, 
has received backlash from at least three 
countries in the region. 

Russia, Hungary and Romania, all of 
which have sizable or concentrated minori-
ty enclaves in the country, have criticized 
the law that President Petro Poroshenko 
signed on September 25 and which went 
into effect three days later. 

The law “raises the role of the official 
Ukrainian language in the learning process” 
and emphasizes the “importance of steadfast 
observance during education of the humani-
tarian rights of national minorities who live 
on the territory of Ukraine,” the presidential 
administration said in an official statement 
published online on September 25. 

“Ukraine demonstrates and will contin-
ue to demonstrate such an attitude towards 
national minorities that is in accordance 
with our international obligations and 
which is in harmony with European stan-
dards and a model for our neighboring 
countries,” Mr. Poroshenko said. 

Most unsettling to Russia, Hungary and 
Romania, is the clause that mandates oblig-
atory Ukrainian-language instruction start-
ing in the fifth grade. Those attending 
schools where instruction is in their native 
language will be able to continue learning it 
in separate classes. Ethnic groups native to 
Ukraine, like the Crimean Tatars, are able to 
continue study in their native language.

Before, the opposite was the case as 
regards those three and other minority lan-
guages, while study of Ukrainian was relegat-
ed to separate courses for up to four times a 
week, said Yegor Stadnyi, an analyst for the 
Kyiv-based non-profit education, migration 
and urban development center CEDOS. 

“This law is about integration and is 
good will tied to education that still allows 
minority-language speakers to continue 
studying their native tongues,” he told The 
Ukrainian Weekly. “If we don’t give minori-
ties more access to Ukrainian, then they 
won’t go into other spheres after graduat-
ing [high] school, they won’t enter a univer-
sity [where instruction is exclusively in 
Ukrainian], they won’t enter public admin-
istration. The law, in general, promotes the 
consolidation of the Ukrainian nation.”

by Christopher Guly
Special to The Ukrainian Weekly

OTTAWA – Canada could push Russia to 
support Ukraine’s proposal for a United 
Nations peacekeeping mission along the 
Ukrainian-Russian border but should start 
sending arms to help Ukraine defend itself 
against Russian-backed rebels in the Donbas 
region, says James Bezan, the Official 
Opposition Conservative shadow minister of 
national defense in the Canadian House of 
Commons.

“Russia holds veto power in the U.N. 
Security Council, so the Ukrainian proposal 
has little chance of succeeding,” said Mr. 
Bezan, member of Parliament for the 
Manitoba riding of Selkirk-Interlake-Eastman, 
who is of Ukrainian descent. Mr. Bezan 
recently traveled to Ukraine with a delegation 
from the House Standing Committee on 
National Defense, of which he is a member.

He explained that, if Canada signs onto 
the Russian proposal, which would be 
restricted to protecting only monitors from 
the Organization for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) near the 
battlefield and would involve Russian 

peacekeepers, which Ukraine has rejected, 
“we are guaranteeing a frozen conflict and 
guaranteeing that Ukraine would be forced 
to give up its sovereignty over the Donbas.”

Mr. Bezan hopes the U.S. will use its U.N. 
veto power to reject Russia’s proposal.

“Canada needs to put diplomatic pres-
sure on Russia to accept Ukraine’s proposed 
U.N. peacekeeping mission to allow Ukraine 
to enforce its sovereignty, and ensure that 
no heavy military equipment, supplies and 
troops are going back and forth across the 
border,” he said in an interview.

During a September 28 teleconference 
with journalists following his visit to Ukraine, 
Canadian Defense Minister Harjit Sajjan said 
that he and his Ukrainian counterpart, Stepan 
Poltorak, discussed the proposed U.N. peace-
keeping mission. But he declined to say 
whether Canada would participate – or lead, 
as the Ukrainian Canadian Congress (UCC) 
has requested – such an operation.

“My view is cautious optimism. Any 
opportunity that potentially can lead to sta-
bility should be looked at,” Mr. Sajjan told 
The Ukrainian Weekly from Riga, Latvia, 

(Continued on page 12)

At the conference “UWC at 50 and Beyond: The North American Vector” at the 
Princeton Club of New York on September 16. Seen in foreground are presidents 
Andriy Futey (left) of the Ukrainian Congress Committee of America and Paul Grod 

of the Ukrainian Canadian Congress.

Irene Rejent Saviano
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Russian FSB detains Crimean Tatars 

Lawyers say the authorities in Russia-
controlled Crimea have detained four 
Crimean Tatars on suspicion of extremism 
in what activists and the Ukrainian govern-
ment said was part of a discriminatory cam-
paign targeting members of the Muslim 
group. The Federal Security Service (FSB) 
branch in Crimea, which Russia occupied 
and seized from Ukraine in 2014, said on 
October 2 that several members of Tablighi 
Jamaat, a Sunni Muslim movement that is 
banned in Russia, were apprehended. The 
head of the Russian-imposed government’s 
committee on ethnic issues, Zaur Smirnov, 
said that three Tablighi Jamaat cells on the 
Black Sea peninsula were “liquidated.” The 
FSB did not name the detainees, who it said 
would be charged with organizing “extrem-
ist activities.” But activists and lawyer Edem 
Semedlyayev told RFE/RL that Renat 
Suleymanov, Talyat Abdurakhmanov, Arsen 
Kubedinov and Seyran Mustafayev were 
detained after police and FSB officers 
searched their homes in Crimea on October 
2. Ukrainian Foreign Affairs Ministry 
spokeswoman Maryana Betsa sharply criti-
cized Russia over the detentions. “The cyni-
cal searches and detentions are [like] those 
that were practiced by the NKVD,” Ms. Betsa 
tweeted, referring to a predecessor of the 
Soviet KGB. “We demand that Russia stop its 
discrimination against Crimean Tatars.” 
Tablighi Jamaat, which was founded in India 
in 1926, describes itself as a pacifist organi-
zation that is not involved in politics. The 
group was branded as extremist and offi-
cially banned in Russia in May 2009. (RFE/
RL, with reporting by TASS and Interfax)

Ukraine remembers Babyn Yar massacre

Ukraine marked the 76th anniversary of 
the World War II-era massacre of 33,771 
Jews by Nazi troops on the outskirts of 
occupied Kyiv. The slaughter of Jewish men, 
women, and children on September 29-30, 
1941, at the Babyn Yar ravine was an early 
example of the industrial-scale murder the 
Nazis would employ in their quest to anni-
hilate the Jews. By the end of the war, some 
100,000 people of various ethnic and reli-
gious groups were executed at Babyn Yar. 
Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko and 

Maryna Poroshenko attended the com-
memoration ceremony and laid flowers at 
the memorial to Babyn Yar victims. (RFE/
RL’s Ukrainian Service)

Russia denies it left troops in Belarus 

Russia has denied allegations from 
Ukraine that it left troops behind in Belarus 
after staging military exercises there, 
despite Moscow’s pledge not to do so. “As 
far as the Russian troops which took part in 
the joint strategic exercises, Zapad (West) 
2017, they all returned to their permanent 
bases,” Defense Ministry spokesman Igor 
Konashenkov said in an e-mailed statement 
late on September 30. The denial came after 
Viktor Muzhenko, the Ukrainian military’s 
chief of staff, made the claim in a September 
29 interview with Reuters that threatens to 
heighten tensions between Moscow and 
Kyiv, which have been locked in a standoff 
over Russia’s 2014 seizure of Ukraine’s 
Crimean peninsula and its backing of sepa-
ratists in eastern Ukraine. The September 
14-20 war games in Belarus and parts of 
western Russia triggered concerns in neigh-
boring NATO nations already wary of 
Moscow’s intentions after its annexation of 
Crimea and military interference in eastern 
Ukraine. Moscow and Minsk said the 
maneuvers involved some 12,700 troops in 
the two countries combined, but Western 
officials have said the true number may 
have been around 100,000. Belarusian 
President Alyaksandr Lukashenka said on 
the final day of the exercises that all Russian 
troops involved in the drills would leave 
Belarus. The Belarusian Defense Ministry 
said the last train of Russian troops who 
participated in the Zapad 2017 military 
drills left Belarus on September 28. (RFE/
RL’s Belarus Service)

Sentsov may be moved to far north 

Ukrainian filmmaker Oleh Sentsov, who 
is serving a 20-year prison term in Russia, 
has said he believes he will be transferred 
to Russia’s northernmost prison camp near 
the village of Kharp in the Yamalo-Nenetsk 
Autonomous Region. Mr. Sentsov made the 
claim in a letter to Russian journalist Zoya 
Svetova that was received on September 29 

(Continued on page 13)

 ANALYSIS

by Oleg Varfolomeyev
Eurasia Daily Monitor

Ukraine has placed 15-year Eurobonds 
in the amount of $3 billion, President Petro 
Poroshenko announced on September 18. 
Mr. Poroshenko, who was on a visit to New 
York at the time for the United Nations 
General Assembly, noted that Ukraine had 
never borrowed so much for so long 
before. Investors’ newfound confidence in 
Ukraine stemmed from its reforms in the 
energy sector and other fields, as well as 
deregulation and privatization (Interfax, 
September 18). 

The interest on the bond is 7.375 per-
cent, and the proceeds will be used to fill 
the state budget and, more importantly, 
repurchase $1.6 billion worth of 7.75 per-
cent Eurobonds maturing in 2019-2020, 
said the Ukrainian Ministry of Finance 
(Minfin.gov.ua, September 19).

This is a clever move by Kyiv, easing 
pressure on public finances in 2018-2019, 
when payments on foreign debt will peak. 
This is also the country’s first independent 
tapping of debt markets since April 2013, 
when Ukraine placed $1.25 billion worth 
of 7.5 percent Eurobonds for 10 years. 
After that, economic collapse and war put 
Ukraine at the mercy of sovereign creditors 
and financial institutions. Ukraine bor-
rowed $3 billion from Russia in late 2013, 
but defaulted on the debt two years later. 
In 2015, Ukraine restructured $15 billion 
of Eurobonds with the help of the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF). In 
2014-2016, Ukraine placed U.S. govern-
ment-guaranteed Eurobonds for a total of 
$3 billion.

The risk now is that, following the suc-
cessful debt operation and amidst the sec-
ond year of economic growth, Kyiv will 
back-burner further reforms or even 
reverse some of them, no longer feeling the 
urgency to continue. The big problem for 
Ukraine is that, with the exception of cer-
tain reform-minded ministers, its rulers – 
much like their predecessors – have largely 
been reluctant reformers, mired in vested 
interests and wary of Western-style insti-
tutions. And this has also been true of Mr. 
Poroshenko, who is essentially a post-Sovi-
et oligarch. Ukraine’s leadership had to be 
serious about reforms in 2014-2016, 
under pressure from creditors such as the 
United States, the European Union and the 
IMF; otherwise, Ukraine, devastated by the 
war waged by Moscow and debilitated by a 
double-digit collapse in GDP, would not 
have been able to make ends meet.

IMF First Deputy Managing Director 
David Lipton warned in a recent interview 
that, in spite of economic stabilization, 
Ukraine may be about to turn back to 
where it was three years ago. He made 
clear that there would be no more loans 
from the IMF if Ukraine did not approve 
pension and land reforms, as well as re-
launch privatization. Mr. Lipton warned of 
signs that fiscal stability may be under-
mined, as wages have been growing faster 
than inflation. 

Another important problem is Kyiv’s 
failure to establish a special anti-corrup-
tion court. The issue of pervasive corrup-
tion has remained high on the agenda, 
despite the establishment – again under 
pressure from Western creditors – of the 
National Anti-Corruption Bureau and the 
Office of the Anti-Corruption Prosecutor in 

2015 (Epravda.com.ua, September 15).
It would take several years to set up an 

anti-corruption court, Mr. Poroshenko said 
most recently. At the same time, he seem-
ingly argued that Ukraine does not need 
one, saying that similar courts have been 
set up only in some underdeveloped coun-
tries. Instead, he announced that special 
anti-corruption chambers would be estab-
lished by October in pre-existing courts 
(Pravda.com.ua, September 15). Mr. 
Poroshenko’s opponents, however, say that 
anti-corruption chambers make little 
sense. Ukrainian judges remain notorious-
ly corrupt, and such chambers would not 
be independent of politicians and oli-
garchs. They claim that Mr. Poroshenko has 
been hindering the establishment of an 
independent anti-corruption court for 
months, despite promises to the IMF early 
this year that one would be created soon 
( Fa c e b o o k . c o m / M u s t a f a n a y y e m , 
September 15).

Ukraine’s central bank still hopes to 
receive $2 billion from the IMF by the end 
of this year (Ukranews.com, September 
14). The country has already received four 
tranches of the IMF’s $17.5 billion 
Extended Fund Facility. But if Kyiv reneges 
on its promises, it risks losing access to the 
remaining $9 billion.

The worrying trends in Kyiv may 
prompt other international financial insti-
tutions to reconsider their commitments. 
The president of the European Bank for 
Reconstruction and Development (EBRD), 
Suma Chakrabarti, on his recent visit to 
Kyiv expressed his disappointment with 
the lack of progress in privatization and 
reforms of state-owned companies. And, 
while praising progress in the banking and 
energy sectors, Mr. Chakrabarti said that 
corruption has been “the single largest 
obstacle” to investment in Ukraine (Ebrd.
com, September 18).

The recent privatization re-launch has 
indeed been rather modest. Ukraine sold 
only five of the eight minority stakes in 
regional power companies that were put 
up for auction (see Eurasia Daily 
Monitor, September 8). As to the state-
owned companies, Mr. Chakrabarti was 
likely referring to the biggest of them in 
particular, the oil and gas behemoth 
Naftohaz Ukrainy. Last spring, he warned 
President Poroshenko and Ukrainian 
Prime Minister Volodymyr Groysman 
against failing to reform Naftohaz. But 
since then, all the independent members 
of the Naftohaz supervisory board have 
resigned in protest against political med-
dling and the government’s lack of sup-
port for corporate governance reform. 
Naftohaz CEO Andry Kobolev cautioned 
that Naftohaz may now fail to qualify for 
$800 million in loans from the EBRD and 
the World Bank (Liga.net, September 
20).

Reluctant to reform the country, the rul-
ing elite in Kyiv risks losing Western finan-
cial support ahead of the Ukrainian presi-
dential and parliamentary elections sched-
uled for 2019. And, in such an outcome, 
Ukraine would become more vulnerable 
vis-à-vis an assertive Moscow.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission 
from its publisher, the Jamestown 
Foundation, www.jamestown.org.

Ukraine successfully places Eurobonds,
but may lose the support of IMF
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U.S. calls on Russia 
to release Umerov 

RFE/RL

The United States has called on “Russian occupa-
tion” authorities in Crimea to release prominent Tatar 
leader Ilmi Umerov and vacate his conviction for sepa-
ratism.

The State Department denounced Mr. Umerov’s 
conviction and two-year prison sentence in an October 
3 statement, saying, “This compounds past injustices in 
the case, including his confinement for several weeks 
of punitive psychiatric treatment in 2016.”

The statement added that the Crimean peninsula, 
which Russia illegally annexed in March 2014, 
“remains an integral part of Ukraine, and the United 
States remains steadfast in its support for the territo-
rial integrity and sovereignty of Ukraine.”

Russian-appointed judges in Symferopol, the 
Crimean capital, found Mr. Umerov guilty on September 
27 and sentenced him to two years in a colony settle-
ment, a penitentiary in which convicts usually live near 
a factory or farm where they are forced to work.

The sentence was harsher than that sought by 
prosecutors, who had recommended a three-year sus-
pended sentence with a ban on all public activities for 
three years. 

Mr. Umerov said he would appeal the ruling all the 
way to the European Court of Human Rights.

The European Union called Mr. Umerov’s sentenc-
ing “a serious violation of his human rights, another 
example of persecution of the Crimean Tatar commu-
nity.” 

Ukraine described the verdict as an “illegal and 
politically motivated sentence” which it said violated 
Mr. Umerov’s human rights.

The court ruling followed a trial that Human Rights 
Watch called “ruthless retaliation” for his opposition 
to Moscow’s takeover of the peninsula.

Mr. Umerov, a deputy chairman of the Mejlis, the 
Crimean Tatars’ elected representative body, has been 
an outspoken critic of Russia’s seizure of the Black Sea 
peninsula from Ukraine in March 2014 and its subse-
quent crackdown on Crimean Tatars. 

Russia’s Federal Security Service (FSB) detained Mr. 
Umerov, who suffers from diabetes and Parkinson’s dis-
ease, in May 2016 in Crimea and charged him with sep-
aratism. 

He was confined to a psychiatric hospital in August 
2016 by the Russian-imposed authorities in Crimea, a 
decision condemned by Human Rights Watch as “an 
egregious violation of his rights.”

EU ties with Georgia, Moldova, Ukraine 
expected to dominate upcoming summit

by Rikard Jozwiak
RFE/RL

BRUSSELS – The European Union aspirations of Georgia, 
Moldova and Ukraine are expected to be the main bone of 
contention among member states ahead of the Eastern 
Partnership (EaP) summit in Brussels on November 24, a 
draft statement seen by RFE/RL suggests.

Most of the controversial items in the text concern the 
future relationship between the three states and the 
European Union, according to the draft version of the sum-
mit declaration.

The draft of the document seen by RFE/RL, titled 
“Elements for the EaP summit joint declaration,” has so far 
been discussed among lower-ranking diplomats from the 
28 EU member states, but it is expected to be moved in the 
coming weeks to the countries’ EU ambassadors, where it 
can be further altered and turned into a declaration that 
leaders of the EU countries and the six Eastern Partners 
are expected to endorse on the day of the summit. The EaP 
consists of Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia, Moldova 
and Ukraine. 

According to several sources close to the discussion 
with whom RFE/RL has spoken but who are not autho-
rized to speak on the record, the main disagreement 
among member states involves maintaining or altering the 
tone of the previous Eastern Partnership summit in Riga 
two years ago.

German, Dutch objections

The most important line of the Riga declaration, which 
is repeated in the new draft, states “the summit partici-
pants acknowledge the European aspirations and 
European choice of the partners concerned, as stated in the 
Association Agreement,” referring to Georgia, Moldova and 
Ukraine – countries that in recent years have concluded 
Association Agreements with the EU. However, this line is 
in brackets since both the Netherlands and Germany have 
voiced reservations about the wording and indicated that 
they want something less ambitious.

The Netherlands was against similar wording ahead of 
the EU-Ukraine summit in July and that prevented the 
adoption of a final text. Diplomatic sources believe this 
debate will be left to the EU leaders to resolve at the sum-
mit. They stress that the German stance can become either 
harder or softer depending on the outcome of its federal 
elections on September 24.

Another line, which also exists in the Riga declaration 
but might prove contentious, states that the participants 
“reaffirm the sovereign right of each partner to choose the 
level of ambition and the goals to which it aspires in its 

relations with European Union.”
Despite not being mentioned by name anywhere in the 

draft declaration, Russia is another issue. One line states 
that “the participants stress that the Eastern Partnership 
aims at building a common area of shared democracy, 
prosperity, stability and increased cooperation.” Then the 
text says in brackets that the partnership “is not directed 
against anyone. Where linkages with other partners 
require broader involvement, cooperation may be open to 
third countries,” thus hinting at both possible future coop-
eration with Russia but also addressing the annoyance of 
Moscow that the EU is engaged in an area that it considers 
its “sphere of influence.”

Less ambitious ideas

Unlike the report recently produced by the European 
Parliament (https://www.rferl.org/a/eu-eastern-partner-
ship-more-robust/28729655.html), the draft offers less 
ambitious ideas on what the six Eastern Partners can gain 
in their association with the EU. Whereas the European 
Parliament draft talks about an “EaP+” with suggestions 
such as abolished roaming between the partners and the 
EU, and the development of high-capacity broadband, the 
declaration draft so far states only that “furthering small 
and medium-sized enterprises, inter alia by facilitating 
their access to local-currency lending, as well as support-
ing increased access to high-speed broadband and working 
towards reduced roaming tariffs will be of particular 
importance.”

The EU member states’ draft declaration does play up 
the need for more media support in the region by stating 
that the leaders of the summit “recognize the need for 
enhanced support to independent media and media litera-
cy across the Eastern Partnership. They also agree on the 
need to further strengthen strategic communication 
efforts, and work to promote visibility of cooperation 
between the EU and the Eastern Partnership countries, as 
well as raise public awareness and expose disinformation.”

Contrary to speculation that the Brussels summit will be 
the last of its kind, the paper states that there will be anoth-
er Eastern Partnership summit intended to “review the 
implementation of the Eastern Partnership deliverables and 
provide guidance for further strengthening the Eastern 
Partnership cooperation.” The place for the summit is how-
ever left blank and the year 2019 is left in brackets.

Copyright 2017, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted with the permis-
sion of Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut 
Ave. NW, Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see https://
www.rferl.org/a/eu-summit-georgia-moldova-ukraine-east-
ern-partership/ 28749474.html).

NEWS ANALYSIS: Ukraine strengthens and tightens its borders
by Nikolai Holmov

Eurasia Daily Monitor

President Petro Poroshenko recently announced that the 
National Security and Defense Council (NSDC) would issue 
instructions to tighten and strengthen Ukrainian borders, a 
major feature of which would be the stringent requirement 
that Russian citizens possess biometric passports when 
entering Ukraine (President.gov.ua, September 1). This 
NSDC decision announced by the president on September 1 
put an end to a longstanding internal debate with that body.

The hardliners within the NSCD had robustly lobbied 
for an introduction of visas for Russian citizens (112.ua, 
June 23). An introduction of a visa regime, the argument 
went, would have theoretically presented Ukraine with the 
opportunity to vet applicants for all manner of nefarious 
and national security issues, regardless of whether the 
Russian citizen held a biometric or old-style passport, 
prior to issuing an entry visa. 

However, that would have also required those granting 
visas in numerous embassies and consulates to have 
access to sensitive Ukrainian Security Service (SSU) infor-
mation and/or lists, perhaps beyond any security clear-
ance they may hold. The probability of leaks to the Russian 
secret services from even one of Ukraine’s many diplomat-
ic outposts relating to such lists of undesirables could not 
be discounted – particularly considering the level of 
Russian infiltration remaining within Ukrainian state 
structures, even though a constant cleansing continues. A 

leaked list to the Russian secret services would identify 
those under Moscow’s command or control that were on 
the list – or not. The thing about such lists is that they 
inform those who have them of what is known and what is 
unknown in equal measure.

The other view within the NSDC, which in the end pre-
vailed, was somewhat more nuanced, taking into account 
both domestic and international politics. This view – that 
biometric passports should be demanded at the Ukrainian 
border as the document of entry – was not driven by the 
expectation of Russian reciprocity. Rather, the argument 
was linked to the issue of the illegally annexed Crimean 
peninsula and its citizens. Specifically, Kyiv has not recog-
nized the annexation by Russia, and therefore Kyiv contin-
ues to recognize many of the peninsula’s citizenry as 
Ukrainian nationals, regardless of what documentation 
they hold or may have been forced to adopt. 

As such, the reasoning went, it seemed impossible to jus-
tify the Ukrainian state forcing its own people (in Crimea) 
to obtain a visa to enter their own country. In doing so, what 
message would that send to the Ukrainian national constit-
uency and international community alike? And what prece-
dent would such a visa policy have set for the future? Thus, 
the NSDC adopted the more nuanced and forceful argument 
regarding biometric passports, which now forms the core of 
a needed and long overdue strengthening and tightening of 
the Ukrainian border (Lb.ua, July 11). 

And this newly adopted policy also has obvious advan-
tages when it comes to tackling and tracking both orga-

nized crime and transitory terrorists who may cross the 
Ukrainian border.

Necessary technical equipment will be positioned at 
border crossing points by January 1, 2018, at which point 
only Russian citizens with biometric passports will be able 
to enter and egress the Ukrainian state. They will also 
require declarations relating to the purpose and duration 
of their visits and locations of stay. 

But what of those foreigners, the Russians at whom this 
policy is really directed and stateless persons already with-
in the Ukrainian state who arrived without biometric docu-
mentation? What of those foreigners who entered years 
ago, established themselves, and have long since dropped 
off of the government’s migration radar, regardless of any 
antiquated yet existing legislation they may have ignored 
and therefore transgressed?

To address those outstanding issues, simultaneously on 
September 1, President Poroshenko issued Presidential 
Decree 256/2017, which proclaimed a broader tightening 
not only of external borders, but also a legislative overhaul 
relating to the rules governing those remaining in Ukraine 
(President.gov.ua, September 1). The paragraph of note in 
the presidential decree explainer is: “The government was 
also instructed to take measures to improve the legislation 
on the procedure for registration of residence/stay in the 
territory of Ukraine of foreigners, including citizens of the 
Russian Federation, and stateless persons originating from 

(Continued on page 7)

(Continued on page 17)
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“OPPORTUNITIES WITH UNA”
Saturday, 

October 21, 2017
from 10 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.

Ukrainian Cultural Center
26601 Ryan Rd., 
Warren, MI 48091

Ukrainian National Association Inc.

will host a presentation

The presentation 
will be attended by 

UNA Treasurer Roma Lisovich  
and UNA National Secretary

 Yuriy Symczyk.
UNA Detroit District Fall Organizing Meeting 

will follow the presentation.

UNA Treasurer Roma Lisovich  
and UNA National SecretaryUNA Detroit District Fall Organizing Meeting 

COMMUNITY

  BREAKFAST
sponsored by 

UNA Detroit District

Ukrainian Sports Museum inducts second Hall of Fame class
Ukrainian Sports Museum

WHIPPANY, N.J. – The Ukrainian Sports 
Museum held its second annual Ukrainian 
Hall of Fame induction ceremony at the 
Ukrainian American Cultural Center of New 
Jersey (UACCNJ) in Whippany on Saturday, 
September 16. Fifty individuals and three 
teams were inducted into the hall’s class of 
2017. Categories for induction were 
Olympic athletes, professionals, amateurs 
and “builders.”

Some 180 guests attended, enjoying a 
cocktail hour, catered dinner, fund-raising 
raffle and a special celebratory cake honor-
ing Canada’s 150th birthday in addition to 
the evening’s main event.

Returning master of ceremonies Ihor 
Stelmach, long-time sports correspondent 
for The Ukrainian Weekly, himself a 2017 

Hall of Fame inductee, led the evening’s 
program. His bilingual, lyrical opening 
remarks about sports flowed into trivial 
facts about select Hall of Famers and he 
again donned some 18 different sports 
caps, representing specific themes or an 
inducted athlete’s team.

This year’s Hall of Fame class included 
40 persons still living, 13 deceased; 26 
Americans, 19 Canadians and three from 
Ukraine; 47 males and six females. 
Fourteen represented the sport of soccer, 
eight – hockey, four each – volleyball and 
boxing. Thirteen different sports were rep-
resented.

Myron Bytz, president of the board of 
directors of the Ukrainian Sports Museum, 
officially greeted the assembled guests and 
spoke of the museum’s achievements and 

growth over the past year. He introduced 
his board members/partners: Christine 
Bytz (his wife), Roman Bulawski, Teodor 
Bodnar, Bohdan Porytko and Tania Soltys, 
acknowledging their grand efforts in the 
organization’s success.

A major highlight of the evening was the 
presence of Eugene Melnyk, Ukrainian 
owner of the National Hockey League’s 
Ottawa Senators, who flew in on his private 
jet from his home in Barbados. Mr. Melnyk, 
an inductee in the builders category, was 
one of the evening’s two keynote speakers. 
His inspirational message could be charac-
terized by one simple word: passion. 

Mr. Melnyk explained how his love for 
horses was passed down to him from a 

(Continued on page 16)

Eugene Melnyk, owner of the Ottawa 
Senators team of the National Hockey 

League.

Roman Petryk (right), chairman of Ukrainian Selfreliance Federal Credit Union, 
presents a donation for the Ukrainian Sports Hall of Fame to Myron Bytz.

Ihor Stelmach, sports writer for The 
Ukrainian Weekly since the 1970s, was 
among the 2017 inductees. He also served 

as the event’s master of ceremonies.

Roma Hadzewycz
Oksana Sorochan

Oksana Sorochan
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Back in 1967, The Ukrainian Weekly carried this banner headline: “World 
Congress Turns into Inspiring Demonstration of Unity and Steadfast Dedication to 
the Cause of Ukraine’s Freedom.” A multi-tiered subhead followed: “Week of 
Sessions Concludes with Proclamation of Manifestos, Resolutions; Msgr. Kushnir 
Elected to Head Permanent Secretariat; Freedom Rally Is Huge Success, Thousands 
March in Demonstrations at U.N., Soviet Mission; Speakers Hail Indomitable Spirit of 
Ukrainian People; 1,003 Delegates Attend.”

Yes, it was quite the headline. But it was also quite the event!
A total of 1,003 delegates attended the first World Congress of Free Ukrainians, and 

related activities, held on November 12-19, 1967, in New York City. They represented 
17 countries beyond the borders of Ukraine where some 3 million Ukrainians lived.

The Ukrainian Weekly’s editorial hailed the founding congress as a historic 
assemblage bound to have a great impact on the future of our people everywhere. It 
noted that the prime objective of the World Congress was to consolidate our man-
power, talent and resources into a force that could effectively advocate freedom for 
the long-oppressed people of Ukraine. Indeed, among the resolutions passed by the 
historic conclave was one assuring the people of Ukraine that “the Ukrainians in the 
free world, in full solidarity, support their struggle.”

A massive Freedom Rally at Madison Square Garden was meant to demonstrate our 
Ukrainian diaspora’s resolve. And it did. Over 10,000 people attended, including many of 
our young people in the ranks of Plast Ukrainian Scouting Organization, the Ukrainian 
American Youth Association, the Ukrainian Democratic Youth Association (ODUM) and 
the Young Ukrainian Nationalists (MUN). All of them were part of history in the making.

A series of broadcasts from the congress – interviews, excerpts from speeches, 
highlights of the rally, reports on the congress sessions and demonstrations – were 
beamed into Ukraine by the Voice of America. Archbishop-Metropolitan Maxim 
Hermaniuk of Canada, a member of the newly established WCFU Secretariat, con-
veyed greetings to the people of Ukraine. Soviet authorities must have been infuriated.

Significantly, that first congress was convened on the 50th anniversary of the 
establishment of the Ukrainian National Republic on November 20, 1917, and the 
beginning of what is known as the Ukrainian Revolution, whose centennial we are 
marking this year. The creation of the World Congress of Free Ukrainians, known 
since 1993 as the Ukrainian World Congress, was seen as a reaffirmation of our faith 
in the ultimate realization of the Ukrainian nation’s claim to freedom

Today, 50 years later, Ukraine is marking the 26th anniversary of the re-establish-
ment of its independence. And the Ukrainian World Congress – which certainly con-
tributed to the restoration of that independence – now has ties with 53 countries 
and represents a diaspora of 20 million Ukrainians worldwide. As UWC General 
Secretary Stefan Romaniw noted at the recent anniversary conference in New York 
City: “Can you imagine Ukraine without the Ukrainian diaspora represented in the 
Ukrainian World Congress?” 

Mnohaya lita to the Ukrainian World Congress as it continues its activity under 
the motto “Ukrainians together – the future is ours!”

The Ukrainian Weekly

Ten years ago, on October 14, 2007, Ukraine marked the 65th 
anniversary of the founding of the Ukrainian Insurgent Army 
(UPA) as an official holiday.

President Viktor Yushchenko on October 12 issued a presi-
dential decree authorizing local governments to plan events to 
commemorate the UPA’s founding, provide benefits and awards 

to veterans, and support educational campaigns about the UPA. It was the first time 
Ukraine had officially marked the UPA anniversary.

During the celebrations in Kyiv, which coincided with the Feast Day of the Protection of 
the Mother of God, more than 3,500 UPA veterans and supporters gathered for an evening 
concert at the Ukrayina National Arts Palace.

Prior to the concert, UPA veterans huddled on the steps of the concert hall and sang UPA 
songs. During the concert, Mr. Yushchenko posthumously bestowed the honor of “Hero of 
Ukraine” on UPA Commander-in-Chief Roman Shukhevych. The audience responded with 
shouts of “Slava” (Glory) and later chants of “Yush-chen-ko.” Yurii Shukhevych, the blind son 
of the UPA commander, accepted the award on behalf of his father.

Mr. Yushchenko added that the UPA is among the 20th century’s most tragic armies, but 
its soldiers are victors because of their faith in the future nation triumphed above all. “It’s 
necessary to clearly and lucidly name the two enemies that UPA took up arms against – 
Nazism and the Communist terror,” Mr. Yushchenko said. “In this struggle, the UPA united 
people of different nationalities and political views. This fact is principally important in 
understanding the liberation character of the insurgents’ struggle.”

Mr. Shukhevych said that the UPA and all freedom fighters must be recognized by the 
Parliament of Ukraine, and expressed hope that October 14 would one day become 
National Armed Forces Day in Ukraine.

Mr. Yushchenko and Presidential Secretariat Chair Viktor Baloha awarded government 
honors, including the orders of Yaroslav Mudryi and Princess Olha to UPA veterans.

Messrs. Yushchenko and Shukhevych called on scholars to continue their work in set-
ting the record straight about the UPA.

This commemoration was noted as not being held on the Khreshchatyk or 
Independence Square, as permission was denied by the Kyiv city government for the sec-
ond year in a row to avoid confrontation with detractors. 

At Taras Shevchenko Park, nearly 10,000 Ukrainians gathered for an event led by par-
liamentarian Oleh Tiahnybok. The gathering marched down Volodymyrska Street to St. 

Oct.
14
2007

Turning the pages back...

by Paul Goble

The Russian Duma has declared that 
Kyiv’s decision to make Ukrainian the lan-
guage of instruction in Ukrainian schools is 
“an act of ethnocide” of the ethnic Russian 
people in Ukraine, thus denouncing in 
another country what Moscow is itself 
doing in Russia and ignoring who is really 
responsible for the shift away from Russian 
ethnic identity in Ukraine.

In a Kasparov.ru commentary, Russian 
analyst Igor Yakovenko notes that “ethno-
cide is the policy of the intentional destruc-
tion of national identity and the self-con-
sciousness of a people” that can be 
achieved either by genocide or by forced 
assimilation into another human communi-
ty (kasparov.ru/material.php?id=59CD 
203BD5D3A).

There is no genocide of ethnic Russians 
going on in Ukraine except in the fevered 
imaginations of some Russian commenta-
tors, Mr. Yakovenko says, but there is assim-
ilation of ethnic Russians into the Ukrainian 
nation. This, he notes, is not as a result of 
Kyiv’s policies but rather because of the 
actions and statements of the Russian gov-
ernment. 

In Soviet times, the share of ethnic 
Russians in the Ukrainian population rose 
from 9.23 percent in 1926 to 22.07 percent 
in 1989, the result of the mass murder of 
the Ukrainian peasantry by Joseph Stalin 
and the Moscow-organized in-migration of 

ethnic Russians and Moscow’s encourage-
ment of Russian as opposed to Ukrainian 
identity.

The next Ukrainian census is scheduled 
for 2020 and it will show a precipitous 
decline in the share of ethnic Russians in 
the population, Mr. Yakovenko says. A 
recent survey found that only 6 percent of 
the citizens of Ukraine now say they are 
ethnic Russians. The figure in 2020 will 
likely be even lower.

Most ethnic Russians in Ukraine are 
characterized by “bi-ethnicity,” the Russian 
analyst notes. That is, people who hold this 
identity view themselves as part of two 
peoples simultaneously – Russians and 
Ukrainians. But now if they have to choose, 
almost all of these people will choose to 
identify as Ukrainians.

According to Mr. Yakovenko, “the process 
of the sharp reduction of the share of people 
who consider themselves ethnic Russians is 
occurring in all post-Soviet republics except 
perhaps Belarus.” In Ukraine, he says, “this 
process is occurring in a more troubled and 
more intensive manner.”

More troubled because of the ethnic 
closeness of the Ukrainian and Russian peo-
ples, and more intensively “above all” 
because of the war that Russian has 
unleashed against Ukraine. But it is not con-
nected only with the war, Mr. Yakovenko 
says. It also reflects the hatred of Ukraine 
spewed out by Russian media outlets that 
still reach many people in Ukraine.

As a result, “to be an ethnic Russian in 
Ukraine is becoming a problem,” the ana-
lyst writes.

It is not just a problem of how others view 
ethnic Russians in Ukraine, he argues; it is 
also a problem of self-consciousness, of how 
ethnic Russians in Ukraine see themselves. 
They do not see themselves as Moscow TV 
commentators insist they should, and they 
are choosing to be Ukrainians even though 
under different circumstances they might 
have chosen otherwise. 

by Brian Whitmore
RFE/RL

One thing we need to understand about 
Oleh Sentsov is that he is a hostage.

One thing we need to always remember 
about Oleh Sentsov is that he is a Ukrainian 
citizen who was illegally seized from 
Ukraine’s illegally seized territory by the 
Russian security services.

And one thing we need to know about 
Oleh Sentsov right now is that we don’t 
really know exactly where he is.

The renowned Ukrainian filmmaker, of 
course, was detained in Crimea by the FSB 
and convicted on trumped-up terrorism 
charges at a show trial back in 2015.

He was given a 20-year sentence and 
imprisoned, first in Yakutia and later in 
Irkutsk.

But for almost a month, his exact where-
abouts have been a mystery.

In early September, reports surfaced that 
Mr. Sentsov had been transferred from a 
prison in Irkutsk to one in the Urals city of 
Chelyabinsk.

But since that time his defense lawyers 
have been claiming that, in fact, they don’t 
know where he is.

And last week, a letter Mr. Sentsov man-
aged to smuggle out of prison via a journalist 
claimed that he was, in fact, being trans-
ferred to Russia’s northernmost prison camp 
in the Yamalo-Nenetsk Autonomous Region.

In his letter, Mr. Sentsov wrote that the 
authorities’ habit of moving him from one 
location to another is a form of torture.

“Nobody touches me physically,” he 
wrote, but added that “this system can pun-
ish you in a perverted fashion and torture 
without using brute force.”

So we don’t know where Oleh Sentsov is.
But we do know that Russia is again tor-

menting its most famous foreign hostage.

Copyright 2017, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/daily-vertical-tran-
script-russia-missing-hostage/28768685.
html).

Moscow, not Kyiv, behind “ethnocide” 
of ethnic Russians in Ukraine, analyst says

Russia’s missing hostage

(Continued on page 12)

The Ukrainian World Congress at 50

 WINDOW ON EURASIA

 THE DAILY VERTICAL

Paul Goble is a long-time specialist on 
ethnic and religious questions in Eurasia 
who has served in various capacities in the 
U.S. State Department, the Central 
Intelligence Agency and the International 
Broadcasting Bureau, as well as at the Voice 
of America and Radio Free Europe/Radio 
Liberty and the Carnegie Endowment for 
International Peace. The article above is 
reprinted with permission from his blog 
called “Window on Eurasia” (http://windo-
woneurasia2.blogspot.com/). (Continued on page 13)
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A commentary on the website of the 
Stockholm-based Gapminder Foundation 
(as in “mind the gap – in your knowledge”), 
which encourages the proper understand-
ing and use of statistics on global develop-
ment, notes that one source of our miscon-
ceptions is notions we acquired in school 
that are no longer true, or at least have 
become questionable. As an example, I 
would cite the “secularization thesis.” This is 
the idea, originating in the 18th century 
Enlightenment, that as humanity develops, 
it abandons religion along with superstition 
and other irrational beliefs. In other words, 
modernization entails secularization. 

Modernization, to be sure, has many 
meanings: socio-economic development, 
scientific advances, technical-industrial 
progress, freedom and democratization, 
the rule of law and so on. So does secular-
ization (for a discussion, see Jose Casanova, 
“Public Religions in the Modern World,” 
1994, chap. 1). We will use the latter term 
in the sense of the decline of religion in 
both public and private life – not just the 
separation of the sacred from the secular 
(e.g., Church from state), but also the isola-
tion, marginalization and “privatization” of 
religion, its removal from public discourse, 
along with decreasing religious practice 
and a resulting decline in its social influ-
ence. Though never taught in so many 
words, this thesis did seem to underlie 
much of my education. And it is certainly 
alive today.

There is, to be sure, plenty of evidence. 
The “advanced” nations of Western Europe 
(and by “advanced” we usually mean eco-
nomically, technologically and politically 
successful), such as the Scandinavian coun-
tries, Switzerland, the Netherlands, Britain, 
Germany and France, have largely jetti-
soned their Christian heritage. Even the 
once solidly Catholic societies of Ireland 
and Spain are abandoning religious norms. 
Willingly or not, intellectual, cultural, busi-
ness and political leaders of developing 
countries who aspire to join the interna-
tional elite adopt its secular ideology, full of 
high-sounding phrases but bereft of funda-
mental Judaeo-Christian principles. 

Ukrainians are among them. But secular-
ization through modernization began a long 
ago in Ukraine. As John-Paul Himka, Frank 
Sysyn and Leonid Heretz have shown, 
among the most ardent modernizers – and 
unwitting secularizers – were Greek-
Catholic priests, such as Father Mykhailo 
Zubrytsky, who brought “enlightenment” 
(“prosvita”) to their faithful. Literacy, after 
all, could lead not only to nationalism, but 
also to radicalism and communism (see the 
contributions by Sysyn and Heretz to 
Martin Schulze Wessel and Frank E. Sysyn, 
eds., “Religion, Nation, and Secularization in 
Ukraine,” 2015). And even nationalism, 
insofar as it competes with religion, is a 
symptom of secularization.

And yet, the secularization thesis has 
been challenged. The first challenger is the 
facts. In a celebrated essay, Samuel P. 
Huntington approvingly quoted George 
Weigel to the effect that “unsecularization 

of the world is one of the dominant social 
facts of life in the late 20th century” (“The 
Clash of Civilizations?” reprinted in Kevin 
Reilly, “Worlds of History,” Vol. 2, 2000, p. 
527). As Casanova remarked over 20 years 
ago, “From a global perspective, since 
World War II most religious traditions in 
most parts of the world have either experi-
enced some growth or maintained their 
vitality” (Casanova, p. 26). Most obviously, 
Islam is thriving. Much of this represents a 
fundamentalist revanchist reaction to 
Western dominance. But this reaction 
adopts and adapts features of moderniza-
tion; Islamist groups, for example, rely 
heavily on social media.

A second challenge to the secularization 
thesis, stressed by Casanova and others, is 
the growth of “civil” or “public” religions 
even where traditional religion has 
declined. Religion is “deprivatized,” so that 
the Church, while no longer a partner of 
the state, becomes an active participant in 
civil society.

Third, a revived Christianity is evident in 
philosophical currents that offer an alterna-
tive to the dead end of post-modern nihil-
ism. Even in Europe, contemporary culture 
seeks a spiritual response to despair: the 
program of last summer’s Salzburg Festival, 
for example, reveals the persistence of reli-
gious themes. Artists are often the first to 
detect a shift in the cultural atmosphere 
(professors are sometimes the last). 

Fourth, there is the evidence of demog-
raphy. The world’s least religious popula-
tions – those of northern Europe – register 
less than the replacement rate of fertility. 
As they die out, Muslim immigrants prom-
ise to make Europe religious again. 
Charismatic, Pentecostal and other sects 
are proliferating among the growing popu-
lations of Latin America, Asia and Africa. 
Missionaries predict that rapidly modern-
izing China will have the world’s largest 
Christian population by 2030 (Brandon 
Showalter in the Christian Post, July 21, 
2016).

In a July 13 lecture on “Cultural Climate 
Change” at the Chautauqua Institution in 
New York, British Rabbi Sir Jonathan Sacks, 
citing current data, showed how the secu-
larization thesis had proved false. He also 
debunked the related notions that modern-
ization necessarily means Westernization, 
and that science will overturn religion. 
Developing countries modernize selective-
ly: Western-style secularization doesn’t 
have to be part of the package (see “Does 
Modernization Mean Westernization?” 
Cross-Currents, December 2014). As for 
science – depending on the religion, it may 
just as likely confirm its teachings as dis-
prove them.

How does modernization affect 
Christianity? Some decry Churches’ lame 
attempts to “catch up with the times.” Yet 
there is evidence that modernization can 
strengthen orthodox Christianity. The 
Internet, particularly social media, permits 
the growth of global communities of the 
faithful. The recently arrived Ukrainian 
Catholic bishop of Chicago, Benedict 
Aleksiychuk, posts brief meditations on 
Facebook. 

Does modernization 
mean secularization?

Andrew Sorokowski can be reached at 
andrewsorokowski@gmail.com. (Continued on page 13)

by Askold S. Lozynskyj

Over the history of the last half millenni-
um, Ukrainian Polish relations have been 
strained, to put it mildly. This included at 
least three invasions of Ukrainian territory 
by the Poles and accusations of genocide by 
both sides. However, in 1991, when the 
Ukrainians proclaimed a free and indepen-
dent Ukrainian state, the Republic of Poland 
was the first country to recognize Ukrainian 
independence. Poland’s early rapproche-
ment with Ukraine, despite the history, was 
not all that surprising given its immediate 
past Soviet Russian domination and a keen 
memory of what happened in Hungary in 
1956 and Czechoslovakia in 1968. 

Independent Ukraine was seen by 
Poland as a buffer to Russia, a constant 
source of concern to both. Ukrainian-Polish 
relations were good, or at the very least 
workable, in every sphere – including his-
torical issues. And then the Party of Law 
and Justice came to power in Poland, and 
everything seemed to change. 

Over the last three years the Ukrainian 
minority in Poland has been persecuted by 
this right-wing regime. Societal Polish anti-
Ukrainian activity has been emboldened, 
often encouraged and almost invariably 
condoned by the regime in power. 

The southeastern territory of today’s 
Poland was formerly considered a part of 
Ukraine and occupied in heavy concentra-
tions until 1947 by Ukrainians. In 1947 the 
Polish Communist government forcibly 
relocated that ethnic Ukrainian community 
to the far reaches of northwestern Poland, 
territory belonging to Germany prior to 
World War II. The thrust of this police 
action, which many have condemned as an 
attempted genocide of Ukrainians in Poland, 
was not simply to relocate but to “solve the 
Ukrainian problem in Poland.” That specific 
language was used in the secret directive for 
this action. Ukrainians were to be resettled 
in non-concentrated communities so that 
they would cease to exist as an ethic entity. 

Following 1989 and the restoration of an 
independent (non-satellite) democratic 
Polish Republic, some Ukrainians from 
northwest Poland returned to their tradi-
tional lands. Since 1991 many Ukrainians 
have reached Poland from Ukraine, legally 
and illegally. There they exhumed and bur-
ied their long fallen civilian ancestors, as 
well as fallen soldiers of the Ukrainian 
Insurgent Army that fought the Soviets and 
the Polish Communists on Polish territory 
after 1945. Monuments were erected both 
with and without the consent of the Polish 

authorities. In fact, some memorials to the 
Ukrainian deceased were erected at the 
cost of the Polish government. Most former 
Ukrainian community property and 
churches that were taken over by the Polish 
Communist government in the late 1940s 
and decreed confiscated in 1949 have 
remained with their new owners, but sin-
gular structures have been returned to the 
Ukrainian ethnic community. 

It is these edifices, buildings, churches, 
memorials, monuments and gravesites that 
have been the targets of a recent onslaught 
by chauvinistic elements of Polish society 
and sanctioned by the current regime. They 
have been defaced and/or destroyed. 
Sanctioning has been manifested in various 
forms, even by some official brazen affir-
mative statements, but mostly by a failure 
to investigate or prosecute. One most 
recent example involved an attack by 
alleged Polish hooligans against a religious 
procession in Przemysl (Peremyshl), a for-
merly Ukrainian city, to a cemetery with 
shouts of “Poland is for Poles” by an unruly 
mob and little or no police protection. 

A four-page Polish-language chronology 
of recent attacks against Ukrainians in 
Poland was submitted recently by the 
undersigned to the permanent representa-
tive of the Republic of Poland to the United 
Nations in New York. There has been no 
response. The document was prepared by 
the organized Ukrainian community in 
Poland, the Union of Ukrainians in Poland. 
This chronology, with footnote substantia-
tion, will be forwarded to the U.N. secretary 
general, the U.N. Human Rights Council and 
its high commissioner, as well as the 192 
other countries that comprise the U.N. 
What is being sought is simple compliance 
with the U.N. Charter and the U.N.’s 
Universal Declaration on Human Rights. 

The events addressed here are serious 
not only for the Ukrainian community in 
Poland, but for the causes of better rela-
tions between neighboring states and 
respect for human and minority rights. The 
Republic of Poland, and even its current 
right-wing regime, should know better. One 
anonymous Polish diplomat told me 
recently in private: this mistreatment of 
Ukrainians in Poland is not only immoral, 
it’s politically stupid. Apparently, they do 
know better, yet they insist on doing wrong. 
As a result, the Ukrainian minority in 
Poland suffers, as do Ukrainian-Polish rela-
tions.

Askold S. Lozynskyj is a journalist accred-
ited at the United Nations in New York.

Poland’s Ukrainian minority in peril
 OPINION

Speaking at the trial on September 20, 
the 60-year-old Mr. Umerov said the charg-
es against him aimed “to punish those who 
oppose the annexation.” 

The charges stem from a March 2016 
live interview with the Crimean Tatar TV 
channel ATR, which was later posted on 
YouTube. Russian authorities shut down 
the station in April 2015, and it relocated to 
Kyiv.

Mr. Umerov said the translation of the 
interview into Russian from Tatar was 
poorly done and distorted his remarks. 

The Russian authorities have outlawed 
the Mejlis after deeming it extremist, part 
of what rights groups and Western govern-
ments say is a persistent campaign of 

oppression targeting Crimean Tatars and 
other citizens who opposed Moscow’s take-
over.

Another Mejlis deputy chairman, 
Akhtem Chiygoz, was convicted of organiz-
ing an illegal demonstration and sentenced 
to eight years in prison on September 11 
after what Amnesty International called a 
“sham trial.”

Mr. Umerov’s conviction follows a simi-
lar ruling in Crimea on September 22 
against RFE/RL contributor Mykola 
Semena. 

Copyright 2017, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (to 
read the full text of this story see https://
www.rferl.org/a/crimea-umerov-u-s-call-
russia-release/28771655.html).

(Continued from page 3)

U.S. calls...
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before” as it fights Russian aggression and 
battles corruption. The UWC must call on 
the world to increase pressure on Russia, 
support Ukraine’s membership in NATO, 
counter disinformation that aims to depict 
Ukraine as a failed state, promote a 
Marshall plan-type program for Ukraine 
and, in general, help Ukraine to become a 
stable and prosperous state.

The topic of the first panel discussion of 
the day was  “Taking the Measure of the 
UWC’s Efforts to Improve U.S.-Ukraine and 
Canada-Ukraine Relations”; it was moderat-
ed by Roma Hadzewycz, editor-in-chief of 
The Ukrainian Weekly and Svoboda. Two of 
the panelists were presidents of national 
umbrella organizations in their countries, 
Andriy Futey of the Ukrainian Congress 
Committee of America (UCCA) and Paul 
Grod of the Ukrainian Canadian Congress 
(UCC), while the third was the first U.S. 
ambassador to Ukraine, Roman Popadiuk. 
Each spoke from his unique vantage point 
about the influence of the Ukrainian commu-
nity on the foreign relations of his country.

Mr. Futey underlined that, because the 
Ukrainian American community is 
“engaged,” U.S. legislators are visiting our 
communities nationwide to hear their con-
cerns and to express their support for 
Ukraine. He especially noted the strong bipar-
tisan backing of Ukraine in the U.S. Congress. 
At the same time, he said, the UCCA is visiting 
local Ukrainian groups, both established and 
new ones, in order to unify the community 
and to re-energize UCCA branches.

Speaking of Ukrainian Canadians’ influ-
ence in their country, Mr. Grod said: “We 
are recognized, we are active in setting poli-
cy agendas, and we build coalitions with 
others.” In fact, he continued, “We are con-
sulted, we are a second diplomatic channel 
in communicating to Ukraine.” And the rea-
son for this success is that “we call on them 
[government officials] and provide them 
with professional information.”

The UCC leader said we have a strong 

community “cradle to grave,” and advised: 
“We need to develop elites: political, busi-
ness, educational, cultural. … We need to 
unify to have one strong voice… We need to 
be inclusive, modern organizations… We 
need to develop a vision for our community.”

In turn, Ambassador Popadiuk spoke of 
the Ukrainian American community’s influ-
ence in the U.S., which he has seen firsthand 
on issues with which Ukrainian Americans 
were concerned. He also offered some 
insight into the infamous “Chicken Kiev” 
speech delivered in 1991 by President 
George Bush in Kyiv, providing the historical 
context of the dissolution then occurring in 
Eastern Europe that influenced the presi-
dent’s address, which he said was aimed at 
Eastern Europe, not necessarily Ukraine. 

Mr. Popadiuk also explained how U.S. 
recognition of Ukraine’s independence 
came about and the “long train of events 
that took place” before that historic recog-
nition on December 25, 1991. He empha-
sized that the U.S. was not interested solely 
in Ukraine’s denuclearization, but that eco-
nomic issues also were key. 

Finally, he spoke of the situation today 
and the two main challenges facing Ukraine: 
Russian aggression and economic reform. 
Referring to the potential U.S. provision of 
lethal weapons, he said such a move has two 
goals: to show U.S. support of Ukraine and to 
raise the costs for Russia’s aggression. 
“Ukraine has nothing to offer” in peace nego-
tiations with Russia, he explained. “Weapons 
would strengthen Ukraine’s hand.”

The second panel discussion, moderated 
by Tamara Olexy, who chairs the UWC 
International Council on U.N. Affairs, covered 
the topic “Highlighting Ukrainian World 
Congress Efforts in the United Nations.” The 
panelists were two of Ukraine’s former per-
manent representatives to the U.N., Valeriy 
Kuchinsky and Yuri Sergeyev; and the presi-
dent of the World Federation of Ukrainian 
Women’s Organizations (WFUWO), Orysia 
Sushko. Borys Potapenko, chair ad interim of 
the International Council in Support of 
Ukraine, served as discussant. In the past, 
Mr. Potapenko was the Ukrainian World 
Congress representative to the U.N.

Ambassador Kuchinsky pointed out that 
after Ukraine proclaimed its independence 
in 1991, its U.N. Mission’s contacts with the 
Ukrainian diaspora community grew and 
developed, and that the Mission has been 
working closely with the UWC for many 
years on such diverse issues as the after-
math of the Chornobyl nuclear accident 
and recognition of the Holodomor.

Ambassador Sergeyev noted that often-
times criticism by the Ukrainian diaspora 
was helpful, even though officially Ukraine 
could not take a different stand. He cited 
such efforts by Ukraine’s Mission to the U.N. 
as fighting Russian propaganda about 
alleged Ukrainian anti-Semitism, disseminat-
ing information about Ukrainian traditions 
and culture, supporting the Maidan move-
ment and the U.N. resolution on non-recog-
nition of Russia’s annexation of Crimea.

Ms. Sushko reported on the work of the 
WFUWO, which was established in 1948, 
with the World Congress of Free Ukrainians 
and later the Ukrainian World Congress. 
Since 2003, when the UWC was granted 
consultative status within ECOSOC (the U.N. 
Economic and Social Council), a status that 
the WFUWO had attained in 1993, the two 
international organizations have worked 
together on a number of initiatives, includ-
ing promoting awareness of  the 
Holodomor, supporting the Ukrainian lan-
guage on International Mother Language 
Day, and reporting the effects of Chornobyl 
on mothers and children. She emphasized 
that the WFUWO’s statements on a variety 
of issues – for example, food security, gen-
der equality, internally displaced persons – 
are regularly published as U.N. documents.

The topic of the next discussion on the 
program was “Examining UWC’s Work in the 
Humanitarian/Social Services/Human 
Rights Spheres.” Moderated by Victor 
Hetmanczuk, director of UWC Humanitarian 
Initiatives, the panel comprised Larissa Kyj, 
president of the United Ukrainian American 
Relief Committee (UUARC); Orest 
Deychakiwsky, retired senior policy adviser 
of the U.S. Helsinki Commission; and Marko 
Suprun, acting director of Patriot Defence.

Dr. Kyj reported in detail about her organi-

zation’s humanitarian relief projects, which 
aid children, the elderly, orphans, soldiers’ 
families and wounded warriors, in the con-
text of Ukraine’s current needs. She noted 
that the UUARC, founded in 1944, is the old-
est Ukrainian American relief organization.

Mr. Deychakiwsky spoke on the Ukrainian 
World Congress’s activity in the sphere of 
human and national rights, especially at the 
time of Soviet repressions in the 1960s and 
1970s. He especially praised the work of the 
WCFU’s Human Rights Commission, chaired 
for many years by Christina Isajiw, pointing 
out that “The World Congress of Free 
Ukrainians played a critically important role 
at a critically important time.” Also noted by 
Mr. Deychakiwsky was the UWC’s current 
advocacy for human rights on Russian-
occupied territory of Ukraine.

Mr. Suprun informed conference partici-
pants about the life-saving work being 
done by Patriot Defence, an initiative of the 
UWC that provides medical training to both 
civilians and the military. The program 
includes Combat Life Saver and Long-
Range Patrol Medic training, as well as the 
Trauma Life Support program for physi-
cians. He outlined new programs in the 
works for 2017-2020.

The final panel discussion of the confer-
ence was devoted to “Examining UWC’s 
Efforts in the Cultural/Informational/
Education Spheres.” Serving as moderator 
was Iryna Mycak, chair of the UWC 
International Media and Public Relations 
Committee, who introduced her panelists: 
Renata Holod, past president of The Ukrainian 
Museum; Associate Director Lubomyr Hajda 
of the Harvard Ukrainian Research Institute; 
and Andrij Dobriansky, the UCCA’s director of 
communications and media.

Dr. Holod, speaking from her experience 
as a leader of the New York City-based muse-
um, underscored that there is a disconnect 
between cultural institutions in the diaspora 
and Ukraine. She pointed out that museums 
in Ukraine quite often do not know that 
there are Ukrainian museums in the diaspo-
ra and that they are professionally run insti-

(Continued from page 1)
Conference...

Ukraine’s Ambassador to the U.S. Valeriy Chaly with his wife, Liudmyla Mazuka, 
during the conference luncheon.

Orest Deychakiwsky speaks during the panel “Examining UWC’s Work in the 
Humanitarian/Social Services/Human Rights Spheres.” He is flanked by Marko 

Suprun and Larissa Kyj.

Askold Lozynskyj, UWC president in 1998-2008, poses a question to conference 
speakers.

Ukrainian World Congress President 
Eugene Czolij.

Roman Popadiuk, the first U.S. ambassa-
dor to Ukraine.

(Continued on page 19)
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Mr. Stadnyi added that the law doesn’t 
prevent additional schooling in minority 
languages on a private level, whether the 
initiative is parental, funded by foreign gov-
ernments or through non-profit groups. 

Hungary reacted by saying that it will 
prevent any future steps by Kyiv towards 
integration with the 28-nation member 
European Union, of which it is a part.

“Hungary will block all steps within the 
European Union that would represent a step 
forward in Ukraine’s European integration 
process in the spirit of the Eastern 
Partnership program,” Hungarian Minister of 
Foreign Affairs and Trade Péter Szijjártó said 
on September 25, before the law was signed 
into force. “We can guarantee that all this 
will be painful for Ukraine in future.”

In turn, Romanian President Klaus 
Iohannis cancelled a trip to Kyiv that was 
scheduled for this month, and he subse-
quently released a joint statement with his 
Hungarian counterpart denouncing the 
education law. 

Concentrated enclaves of ethnic 
Hungarians and Romanians, in particular, 
reside in Ukraine’s westernmost region of 
Zakarpattia, also known as Transcarpathia. 
Romanian communities are also present in 

the southwestern oblast of Chernivtsi. 
Russia, home to the world’s largest 

Ukrainian diaspora with no daily Ukrainian-
language schools and whose proxies have 
banned Ukrainian-language instruction in 
the occupied part of the easternmost 
Donbas region, also criticized Ukraine’s law. 

“The Russian State Duma and Federation 
Council adopted a resolution on September 
27 condemning the law as infringing upon 
the rights of the Russophones in Ukraine,” 
Brussels-based Carnegie Europe wrote in an 
opinion column on October 2. “Interestingly, 
Russia is not disputing the labeling of 
Russians… as a ‘national minority’ anymore. 

(Continued from page 1)

Neighbors balk...

Sophia Square for a noontime outdoor con-
cert.  By the time the crowd had reached St. 
Sophia Square, the throng had swelled to 
15,000 people.  

This year marks the 75th anniversary of 
the founding of UPA, the 70th anniversary 

of Ackja Wisla (the forced deportation of 
Lemko Ukrainians to Poland), and the 70th 
anniversary of UPA’s Great Raid. 
Commemorative events have been planned 
throughout the year in Ukraine and the 
diaspora.

Source: “65th anniversary of UPA’s found-
ing marked as national holiday in Ukraine,” 
by Zenon Zawada, The Ukrainian Weekly, 
October 21, 2007.

(Continued from page 6)

Turning...

Instead, Moscow’s key objective is to tarnish 
Ukraine’s image in Europe as a country 
unwilling to adhere to the union’s values 
and norms.”

Politics over humanitarian intention

The perturbed reaction by the three 
neighboring countries is foremost political 
in nature and in context, Ukrainian experts 
said. That reaction is heightened by the fact 
that in 2018 Hungary will hold parliamen-
tary elections, while Russia will have presi-
dential elections. 

“Of course, the law adheres to interna-
tional conventions [on minorities]… there 
is a political context here,” Mr. Stadnyi said. 
“Those countries spread their influence 
through schools – Russia is a different case, 
[Russian President Vladimir] Putin wants 
to spread the Russian language and now 
we’ve seen Russian tanks enter the coun-
try… I don’t see a problem with minority 
rights here.”

An ongoing yearly study conducted by 
the Ukrainian non-profit group Space of 
Freedom titled “The State of Ukrainian 
Language” found that Russian is still the 
predominant language in the nation in 
everyday life. 

In the group’s latest report published in 
2016 – before Kyiv enacted stricter lan-
guage quotas on television and radio – the 
group found that the “Russian language is 
predominant on TV and radio, in print and 
in the customer service industry.”

Ukrainian as a native language is spoken 
by 60 percent of the population, according 
to the same report, whereas Russian usage 
stood at 15 percent. The remainder of 
respondents said they spoke both. 

Currently, there are 581 daily Russian-
language schools, 75 Romanian and 71 
Hungarian, according to data provided by 
Ukraine’s Ministry of Education and 
Science. Some 3.7 million pupils are in 
grades 1 through 11; of them, some 360,000 
attend daily publicly funded Russian-
language schools, and an additional 
900,000 take Russian as a separate course. 

Whereas Russian speakers are dis-
persed mostly throughout southeastern 
Ukraine, ethnic Romanian and Hungarian 
settlements are concentrated. 

Upon graduating, their poor knowledge 
of Ukrainian doesn’t afford them prospects 
to enter an institution of higher learning 
where Ukrainian is the sole language of 
instruction. Statistics show that nearly half 
of those who do decide to enroll in a college 
or university fail. Those applying from 
Russian-language schools also show below-
average scores as compared to their coun-
terparts who graduate from Ukrainian-

language schools. 
“They [ethnic  Hungarians and 

Romanians] aren’t really integrated in soci-
ety,” said Oleg Suprunenko, a regional eth-
nographer and local blogger on the topic 
based in the district capital of Berehove in 
Zakarpattia Oblast, where a sizable 
Hungarian population lives. “They’re not 
interested in Ukrainian life, television… 
they rarely venture to other oblasts and, 
since most have Hungarian passports, they 
often leave to work or study in the EU.” 

If existing policies prevented minorities 
from “effectively integrating into Ukrainian 
society and advancing their education and 
careers,” said Oleksandr Sushko, research 
director at the Institute for Euro-Atlantic 
Cooperation in Kyiv, then the new law gives 
them a future for living in a homogenous 
environment while they speak their lan-
guage at home or in their place of domicile.

“I think this is inclusive and a way of 
solving this problem [of not integrating] 
and of uniting Ukraine,” he added. “It pro-
vides better conditions for minorities to 
learn Ukrainian and their own [languages] 
– I realize they’ve lived this way for more 
than two decades and it’s an abrupt inter-
ruption.”

Experts noted that the law provides for a 
three-year transition period until 2020 to 
allow for implementation, like finding 
Ukrainian-language teachers willing to 
work in rural villages of Zakarpattia where 
ethnic Hungarians reside, for example. 

“The implementation part will be diffi-
cult,” noted Mr. Suprunenko. 

Historical aspect not understood

Ukraine has been slow since gaining 
independence in 1991 in reversing centu-
ries of its language being banned or 
reduced in education, churches, the mass 
media and in everyday life. 

“Language issues are often misunder-
stood by outside observers of Ukraine,” the 
Carnegie Europe piece read. “Bilingualism, 
or the co-existence of both [Ukrainian and 
Russian] languages, is the norm. In view of 
this, successive Ukrainian presidents and 
governments since independence from the 
Soviet Union in 1991 have been prudent to 
adopt a more incremental approach to 
‘Ukrainization.’ ”

Indeed, imperial powers or separate col-
onizers of Ukrainian ethnic lands banned 
the use and instruction of the Ukrainian 
language in all or some its forms. 

For example, 70 years of Soviet-era 
Russification of the greater part of modern-
day Ukrainian territory saw the language 
demoted or relegated to a secondary status, 
often being equated with “nationalism” and 
separatism. 

Another motive for the new law is that 
Ukraine wants to prevent further Russian 
trampling upon Kyiv’s sovereignty and 
another invasion by a foreign country or 
proxy forces at the behest of a foreign nation. 

When asked about Hungary possibly 
stoking a separatist revolt in Zakarpattia, 
Mr. Sushko of the Institute for Euro-Atlantic 
Cooperation said it’s “more risky to have 
the existing status quo of big groups of citi-
zens disconnected from Ukrainian society.”

He continued: “If we stay with the existing 
system… in the short term, we’ll have sepa-
rated communities, which is dangerous to 
overall societal security in the long term…” 
The correct choice, he said, is one that ulti-
mately results in a “more inclusive” society.

Language of instruction or study as a subject in Ukraine’s 
elementary and secondary schools in 2016-2017

Source: Ministry of Education and Science of Ukraine

  Language of   
instruction

or study

Number of 
educational 
institutions 

with instruction 
in this language 

Number of 
students 

learning in this 
language 

Number of 
students who 

study this 
language as a 

subject

Number of 
students who 

choose to study 
this language or 

study it in groups

  Ukrainian 15,020 3,376,785 392,798 22,119

  Russian 581 355,955 919,338 65,759

  Romanian 75 16,139 4,181 178

  Hungarian 71 16,020 1,110 1,598 
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and made public on September 30. The let-
ter was dated September 17 and mailed on 
September 21 from a remand prison in 
Tyumen. Mr. Sentsov’s whereabouts have 
been a mystery since early September. 
Members of a public oversight commission 
in the Far Eastern city of Irkutsk reported 
on September 9 that Mr. Sentsov had been 
transferred from that city to the Urals city 
of Chelyabinsk. However, defense lawyers 
have had no idea of his location since then. 
“Physically, no one touches me,” Mr. Sentsov 
wrote. “But you know well that this system 
can in perverse ways punish and torment a 
person without the use of brute force.” A 
Russian court convicted Mr. Sentsov and 
co-defendant Oleksander Kolchenko in 
2015 of planning to commit terrorist acts 
in the Ukrainian region of Crimea, which 
Russia illegally annexed in 2014. The two 
men deny the accusations. Mr. Sentsov was 
sentenced to 20 years, while Mr. Kolchenko 
received a 10-year term. In the run-up to 
the annexation, Mr. Sentsov was a local 
leader of the Euro-Maidan movement that 
forced Ukrainian President Viktor 
Yanukovych out of power. During the 
Crimea crisis of February and March 2014, 
he helped to deliver food and other sup-
plies to Ukrainian troops who were 
trapped on their bases in Crimea by 
Russian forces. He publicly stated that he 
did not recognize Russia’s presence in 
Crimea. Western governments and leading 

rights organizations have called for Messrs. 
Sentsov and Kolchenko to be released. The 
Russian human rights center Memorial 
considers both men political prisoners. 
Russia has refused two requests from Kyiv 
to hand over Messrs. Sentsov and 
Kolchenko. (RFE/RL’s Russian Service)

UWC commends EU membership roadmap

The Ukrainian World Congress (UWC) 
welcomes the joint communiqué “Strategic 
Rethinking of the Eastern Partnership”, 
adopted by Ukraine, Georgia and Moldova 
on September 16 in Cadenabbia, Italy, with-
in the framework of the Inter-Parliamentary 
Cooperation Initiative, that calls on the 
European Union (EU) to provide Ukraine, 
Georgia and Moldova with a roadmap for 
EU membership during the upcoming fifth 
Eastern Partnership Summit to be held in 
Brussels on November 24. The UWC said it 
supports this communiqué to jointly 
address the EU Parliament for resolution 
requesting the clear political support and 
practical roadmap for the membership; 
organize special hearings in EU Parliament 
on the future of Eastern Partnership; and 
organize special hearings in EU Parliament 
and other respective institutions on hybrid 
challenges and acts of aggression by Russia. 
The UWC also called on the EU to introduce 
additional sanctions against the Russian 
Federation for its continuing military 
aggression in the Donbas and its gross 
human rights violations in illegally occupied 
Crimea. “The Ukrainian World Congress is 
firmly committed to the prospect of 
Ukraine’s EU membership and calls on the 

EU to recognize and encourage the signifi-
cant reform progress in Ukraine by granting 
it a credible EU membership prospective”, 
said UWC President Eugene Czolij. (UWC)

City councilor shot dead after interview

Officials in the central Ukrainian city of 
Cherkasy say a municipal councilor was 
shot dead just hours after the broadcast of 
a television interview he gave about cor-
ruption within the city’s utility services. 
Local police said Mykhailo Binusov, head of 
the Cherkasy branch of the Ukrainian 
Union of Patriots (UKROP) party, died at 
the scene of the shooting late on September 
28. The were no immediate arrests in con-
nection with the killing, which police said 
was carried out by “unknown assailants.” 
Police said the death was being investigat-
ed as a case of “premeditated murder.” Mr. 
Binusov was appointed on September 22 
as the acting director of a City Council 
department that oversees the management 
and operations of municipal utility servic-
es. Cherkasy Mayor Anatoliy Bondarenko 
said Mr. Binusov’s main task at that point 
was to bring an end to corruption within 
the utility services. Mr. Bondarenko also 
said Mr. Binusov was expected to be elected 
the secretary of the City Council within the 
next few days. (RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service, 
with reporting by UNIAN)

Depot blasts ‘blow’ to combat capability

Explosions at two large Ukrainian mili-
tary depots this year have caused losses of 
ammunition so high that they represent the 
biggest blow to Ukraine’s combat capability 
since the start of the conflict with Russia-
backed separatists in 2014, a senior securi-
ty official said on September 28 in Kyiv. 

Massive blasts followed by a blaze at a mili-
tary depot near Kalynivka in the Vinnytsia 
region, 270 kilometers west of Kyiv, forced 
the evacuation of 30,000 people on 
September 27. Another depot in the east-
ern city of Kharkiv was destroyed in March. 
That blast was blamed on sabotage. 
Electricity and gas supplies were cut off in 
the Vinnytsia area, and trains were severely 
delayed across the country. In Kalynivka, 
firefighters on September 28 were still 
unable to put out the blaze because there 
were still periodic explosions at the site, 
said Mykola Chechotkin, chief of the State 
Service for Emergency Situations. “The 
country has suffered the biggest blow to 
our fighting capacity since the start of the 
war,” the secretary of the National Security 
and Defense Council ,  Oleksander 
Turchynov, told journalists. However, the 
country’s chief military prosecutor ruled 
out the possibility that the blast had been 
caused by foreign saboteurs. According to 
local media reports, about 188,000 tons of 
munitions were kept at the depot, includ-
ing shells for Grad multiple-rocket launch-
ers. Chief military prosecutor Anatoliy 
Matios on September 28 rejected earlier 
statements from authorities suggesting 
that foreign saboteurs may have set the 
depot on fire. He said investigators were 
looking into possible negligence, abuse of 
power, or sabotage by those who were 
authorized to handle the ammunition. He 
added that the investigation found that the 
fire alarm at the depot wasn’t functioning 
and that its security team was under-
staffed. In the aftermath of the blast, 
authorities said they launched checks at 
military bases across Ukraine and discov-
ered serious violations. (RFE/RL, with 
reporting by AP, Reuters and Interfax)

(Continued from page 2)
NEWSBRIEFS

Born in Lviv, Ukraine and growing up in nearby 
Peremyshl, Lubomyra lived a full and eventful life 
that mirrored the tribulations and triumphs of the “Great Generation” of 
Ukrainians who lived through and survived the horrors of occupation, 
war, and exile from their homeland. Married at the cusp of WWII to 
Danylo Czajkowsky, journalist, writer, political activist, survivor of German 
concentration camps and assassination attempts by Russian agents, 
Lubomyra actively participated in activities during and after the war to help 
refugees find shelter and safety and to build a new life for them. As head of 
the Organization of Ukrainian Women (ОУЖ) of Germany, she particularly 
focused on helping the elderly who had lost, or been separated from their 
families and lived without support and hope.

After emigrating with her family to the United States in 1967, Luba worked 
as librarian at Columbia University and Barnard College, where her broad 
knowledge of languages was a great asset. Some years after her husband’s 
untimely death, she married Dmytro Parubchak, now deceased, a kind man 
who embraced the family and especially the grandchidren, and with whom 
Luba  enjoyed exploring the beauty of America and Canada.

Progressive in outlook, supporter of women’s causes, inspiring writer and 
speaker, Luba enjoyed a wide circle of friends and acquaintances, who were 
drawn to her by her wit, her humor, her gentle disposition, and her readiness 
for help and counsel. And when she herself had to confront dark days in her 
life, she always looked to the late Cardinal Husar, her close relative, for his 
spiritual support.

Lobomyra was laid to rest in South Bound Brook, N.J., next to Danylo 
Czajkowsky, on September 23rd. 

In sorrow: 
son  Roman with wife Chrystyna
daughter  Sirka with husband Michael 

  and children Daniel and Francesca
related families: Czajkowsky, Huhlevych, Olesnycky, Husar and   

  Tyshynsky in Ukraine, the United States and Canada.
If you consider a  donation in Luba’s memory, please make out your check 

to St.Joseph’s Home Building Expansion, and send it to: St. Joseph’s Home, 
P.O. Box 8, Sloatsburg, New York, 10974-0008

May her memory be eternal.

With great sadness we announce that 

Lubomyra Czajkowsky
née Huhlevych 

our beloved mother, grandmother and aunt 
entered peacefully  into eternal rest 

on September 20, 2017, at the age of 98.

With deep sorrow we announce that 

Boshena Olshaniwsky 
widow of Ihor Olshaniwsky

passed away on Sunday, October 1, 2017, in Dover, NJ. 
She was born February 23, 1936 in Lviv, Ukraine. 

Viewing will be held Monday, October 9, 2-4 p.m. and 7-9 p.m. at Lytwyn 
and Lytwyn Funeral Home, 1600 Stuyvesant Ave, Union, NJ 07083. 

Panakhyda will be said on Monday at 7:30 p.m.
Funeral Services will be held on Tuesday, October 10, at 10:30 a.m. at 

St. John the Baptist Ukrainian Catholic Church, 719 Sanford Ave, Newark, 
NJ. 

Interment will take place at St. Andrew Cemetery in S. Bound Brook, NJ 
at a later date.

 Remaining in deep sorrow:
daughters  - Dora Homann with husband Henry Homann
   - Melissa Manning a.k.a. Ulita Olshaniwsky with 

     husband José Avendano
grandchildren  - Markus and Kathryn  Homann
sister   - Roksolana Gilicinski and family
longtime companion - Walter Bodnar
extended family throughout US and Ukraine.

May her memory be eternal. 

But modernization implies more for the 
Church than the use of technology. Among 
other things, modernization entails educa-
tion, reason and opportunities for individual 
initiative. In the church context, this calls for 
a laity that is knowledgeable about its 

Church’s history, theology, spirituality, ritual 
and discipline – a laity prepared not only to 
participate in liturgical life, but to proclaim – 
and rationally defend – an Eastern Christian 
understanding of the issues of the day. 

The wonderful thing about moderniza-
tion is that by its very definition, it is con-
stantly changing. If yesterday it spelled the 
secularization of society, tomorrow it may 
herald the re-enchantment of the world.

(Continued from page 7)

Does modernization...

“If it weren’t for the war, the political talk 
shows and a number of other broadcasts of 
Russian television,” ethnic Russians in 
Ukraine wouldn’t be confronted with a 
choice. But when they hear what those who 
are invading their country say, they make 

the only reasonable choice and become 
Ukrainians.

Thus, Mr. Yakovenko says, “an ethnocide 
of the Russian people in Ukraine is really 
occurring. Russia by its military actions and 
its television broadcasts is intentionally 
carrying it out.” That Moscow should blame 
Kyiv for what the Russian authorities are 
doing is only yet another confirmation of 
that reality. 

(Continued from page 6)

Moscow, not Kyiv...
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by Roma Marie Cehelsky Nightengale

KERHONKSON, N.Y. – Another season 
has passed, along with another enjoyable 
Club Suzie-Q event that took place the week 
of August 12. Twenty-three members met 
at Soyuzivka, renewed friendships and par-
ticipated in numerous activities. 

Club Suzie-Q is a group of Ukrainian 
American professionals who have been 
meeting annually since 1984. Plans for the 
week traditionally include annual activities 
such as an initial hug-in and reception, a 
“zabava” (dance) on Saturday evening, a 
visit to Mohonk Mountain House on 
Monday and a hike at Lake Minnewaska 
during the week. 

This year, members gathered for a ser-
vice for the late Taras Dobusz, conducted 
by the Rev. George Bazylevsky at the chapel 
located on the grounds of Soyuzivka. Mr. 
Dobusz, an architect, was a long-time Club 
Suzie-Q member. He is remembered espe-
cially because at the August 2016 Club 
Suzie-Q gathering he presented a narrated 
slide show of the six Ukrainian churches 
that he designed in the tri-state area, along 
with an explanation of the historical devel-
opment of various church plan forms . 

 A separate prayer was offered by the 
Rev. Dr. Ivan Kaszczak of Holy Trinity 
Ukrainian Catholic Church for both the late 
Sonia Semanyszyn and Mr. Dobusz. Ms. 

Semanyszyn, a longtime employee at 
Soyuzivka, was involved in planning the 
annual August meetings for many years; 
her expertise was invaluable and she was 
consistently available to advise and assist. 
Club Suzie-Q members set time aside to 
reminisce about Mr. Dobusz and Ms. 
Semanyszyn. 

There was also a discussion with Father 
Kaszczak of a spiritual nature, which culmi-
nated in his speaking about being the best 
that we can be.

The two featured Club Suzie-Q excur-
sions this year were the Rhinebeck Air 
Show and the West Point Military Academy 
tour. 

The Rhinebeck Air Show in Redhook, 
N.Y., organized by Club Suzie-Q member 
Yuri Mykolayevych, was a two-hour dynam-
ic, narrated show of various types of color-
ful World War I bi-planes, taking off and 
performing stunts in the sky. 

 The excursion to West Point Military 
Academy in West Point, N.Y., was organized 
by Club Suzie-Q member Richard Vasyl 
Strayves. This included a narrated West 
Point bus tour as the grounds and various 
buildings were explained, and the life of 
cadets at West Point was described. The 
tour included walking through one of the 
chapels, as well as a walk on the banks of 
the Hudson River and viewing monuments 
and old cannons. Members also toured the 

museum at West Point. 
Mr. Mykolayevych treated the group to a 

scenic drive on the way to and from West 
Point. Members viewed the Shawangunk’s 
Millbrook Mountain escarpment, the 
Moodna Railroad viaduct and the Bear 
Mountain Bridge, and got a bird’s eye view 
of the Hudson River from Storm King 
Highway.

Club Suzie-Q’s annual evening presenta-
tions are done by members and consist of 
the presenters’ narrated slide shows. This 
year there were four presentations. 

Yuri Mykolayevych presented his and 
Lyuda Mykolayevych’s 2016 trip to Italy. Mr. 
Mykolayevych described geographical fea-
tures of Italy and its perimeters, as well as 
points of interest in Milan, Rome, Florence, 
Lake Como/the Alps and Venice. The pre-
sentation ended with a description of lin-
guistic similarities between the Italian and 
Ukrainian languages. 

Daria Dykyj offered two slide presenta-
tions, the first showing highlights of a 2016 
ecology tour to Costa Rica with Club 
Suzie-Q member Slavka Jarema. During the 
tour, Dr. Dykyj and Ms. Jarema experienced 
different levels of tropical forest along with 
typical fauna. The second presentation 
highlighted Dr. Dykyj’s May 2017 experi-
ence of archaeological discovery while on a 
dig of a 1,000-year-old Mayan settlement in 
the deep forest of Belize. She presented 
interesting facts about the Mayans, the 
finds and the conditions of excavation. For 

Dr. Dykyj the dig was a welcome return to 
her experience and study of archaeology as 
a graduate student years ago.

The fourth Club Suzie-Q presentation 
was Handzia Mycak’s slide show about her 
and George Mycak’s trip to the Canadian 
Rockies. The show included spectacular 
views and sites unique to this mountainous 
area.

During the annual Ukrainian sharing 
night at Club Suzie-Q, members exchanged 
information about the various charities 
that were established to help Ukrainian sol-
diers and their families.

Throughout the week, everyone enjoyed 
catching up with each other and engaging 
in discussions during breakfast in the Main 
House dining room, as well as during din-
ner either at Soyuzivka or in area restau-
rants. 

Roma Marie Cehelsky Nightengale of 
Rochester, N.Y., and Dr. Andrew Hrechak of 
Irvington, N.J., have planned and managed 
the last five years of Club Suzie-Q weeks at 
Soyuzivka. Club Suzie-Q is independent of 
Soyuzivka and has met in numerous other 
locations over the years in addition to the 
annual gatherings at Soyuzivka for the last 
34 years. 

Club Suzie-Q welcomes new Ukrainian 
American professional members and is 
open to singles or married couples. For fur-
ther information and to be added to the 
e-mail list, readers may write to Ms. 
Nightengale at clubsuzieq@gmail.com.

Club Suzie-Q members and Father George Bazylevsky at the Soyuzivka chapel after 
a service in memory of the late Taras Dobusz.

Dining at West Point (from left): Yuri Mykolayevych, Roma Nightengale, Bill 
Pidhirny, Richard Strayves and Andrew Hrechak.

Andrew Hrechak

Club Suzie-Q meets at Soyuzivka for annual excursions and presentations

where he visited a Canadian-led NATO bat-
tlegroup. 

“But having said that, we are extremely 
mindful of the current situation, and 
Canada remains committed to Ukraine, and 
we will move forward with the work that 
we’ve been doing in helping to improve 
capacity-building,” the minister said.

Since 2015, the Canadian Armed Forces 
have trained over 5,580 Ukrainian soldiers 
through Operation UNIFIER, which runs 
until March 2019 in western Ukraine.

But at its eastern end, the country is still 
embroiled in an “escalated conflict,” said 
Mr. Bezan.

He explained that, while he was in 
Ukraine, OSCE monitors told him that the 
Minsk protocol, which Ukraine, Russia and 
the “separatist” eastern Ukrainian regions 
in Donetsk and Luhansk signed in 2014 to 
stop the war in the Donbas, is not even 
close to being implemented.

“The line of contact moves every day, 
and ceasefire violations happen daily. And 
it’s not just one or two incidents every day 
– we’re talking in the hundreds,” said Mr. 
Bezan. “That raises the question: Does 
Canada want to put our troops in between 
Ukraine and Russia in an open gun fight 
knowing that the Russian military is one of 

the best in the world?”
He also fears that Canadian peacekeep-

ing troops could spend decades at the 
Ukrainian-Russian border as they have 
elsewhere as part of U.N. missions in Syria’s 
Golan Heights since 1974 and Cyprus, 
which dates back to 1964.

Last year, Prime Minister Justin Trudeau 
set aside $450 million (about $360 million 
U.S.) over three years toward a new Peace 
and Stabilization Operations Program, 
which would deploy 600 Canadian soldiers 
to U.N. peacekeeping operations. But 
Ottawa has so far not announced any mis-
sions under this program which also 
includes a $7.4 million (about $5.9 million 
U.S.) three-year initiative with the OSCE to 
help de-escalate tensions in eastern 
Ukraine, and negotiate and monitor the 
implementation of a ceasefire.

However Mr. Bezan is pleased that Canada 
plans to add Ukraine to the Automatic 
Firearms Country Control List, a process that 
began under the previous Conservative gov-
ernment in which he served. 

According to Mr. Sajjan, Foreign Affairs 
Minister Chrystia Freeland, a Ukrainian 
Canadian, has signed off on adding Ukraine to 
the list, which he said should happen soon. 

UCC President Paul Grod expects it will 
occur by month’s end, when Ukrainian 
Prime Minister Volodymyr Groysman visits 
Canada. Ukraine would then become the 
40th country allowed to receive weapons 

imported from Canada. 
But the Ukrainian military doesn’t only 

need to buy lethal aid from Canadian arms 
manufacturers, Mr. Bezan said.

“The Department of National Defense 
and the Canadian Armed Forces can donate 
the equipment at any time – it’s just purely 
political will from the government,” he said.

 “However the only weapons the 
Ukrainians aren’t building themselves now 
are better anti-tank missiles, which is what 
they’re looking for. Other than that, they 
seek partnerships in the military industrial 
complex,” he noted.

Mr. Bezan said Canadian companies 
could provide technological support to 
Ukraine with the military equipment it’s 
manufacturing, including tanks, firearms 
and sniper rifles, and added that he hopes 
the Canadian government would facilitate 
those partnerships.

When asked whether Canada would arm 
Ukraine, Mr. Sajjan said that discussions 
about lethal equipment within the Defense 
Cooperation Agreement both countries 
signed in April have not been “just strictly 
about a shopping list of systems, [but] 
about building capacity.”

He explained that with “any type of sys-
tem that you provide, you have to look at 
what type of capacity is needed to be able 
to use it as well. So we’re looking at a much 
more thorough plan of helping the 
Ukrainian armed forces modernize their 

command-and-control structure. We want 
to make sure that anything we provide is 
about creating an enduring and evolving 
process for the Ukrainian armed forces so 
they can have an efficient and effective 
fighting force.”

Mr. Bezan said one way Canada can help 
Ukraine’s military achieve that immediately 
is by restarting a satellite imagery-sharing 
program that former Prime Minister 
Stephen Harper’s Conservative government 
began in 2015, but which the Trudeau 
Liberals ended last year.

“The Ukrainians need to have those 
RADARSAT-2 images. Those are critical 
pieces of intelligence that allows them to 
see what troops and heavy artillery and 
military equipment are being moved in and 
out of the Donbas,” he said.

“It was very narrow-minded and an 
appeasement move to Russia by the 
Trudeau government to take away those 
needed satellite images. That’s the biggest 
ask the government of Ukraine has and one 
that our Conservative Party supports 
wholeheartedly,” he observed.

Added Mr. Bezan: “Then let’s get the 
Ukrainians the lethal weapons they need to 
defend themselves and fight off this inva-
sion by Russia and its proxies, and look at 
how we can continue to do capacity-build-
ing that we’re already doing on the mili-
tary-training side, but on the military 
industrial complex as well.”

(Continued from page 1)

Canada...
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Ukrainian art on exhibit at University of North Carolina

by Donna Goldstein

CHAPEL HILL, N.C. – The exhibit “Image 
of Ukraine: Exploring Ukrainian Culture 
through Embroidery and Painting” was 
officially inaugurated at the University of 
North Carolina at Chapel Hill (UNC) on 
September 14. 

The exhibit was organized by the 
Ukrainian Association of North Carolina 
and the Center for Slavic, Eurasian and 
Eastern European Studies (CSEEES) at 
UNC, with support provided by UNC’s 
Center for Global Initiatives, Department of 
American Studies and Department of 
Germanic and Slavic Languages and 
Literatures. It is hosted by the UNC Global 
and is on display until December 8.

The CSEEES has been very interested in 
introducing Ukrainian studies at UNC for 
some time, and this resulted in a very pro-
ductive collaboration with the Ukrainian 
Association of North America. Five years 
ago the association organized a scholarly 
conference on the Holodomor, with the 
active participation of faculty, students, 
experts and local universities; two years 
later, it hosted an exhibit of Ukrainian 
Easter eggs. The “Image of Ukraine” exhibit 
is the latest example of this fruitful collabo-
ration.

The exhibit covers three floors of the 
Global Center. The first floor features tradi-
tional costumes and embroidery, the sec-
ond floor features modern Petrykivka 
paintings, and the third floor features more 
traditional Petrykivka paintings. The exhib-
it includes numerous examples of tradition-
al embroidery from regions across Ukraine. 

Members of the Ukrainian Association 
have loaned personal items for display, 
including family heirlooms that have sur-
vived sociopolitical upheavals and wars 
over the past century. These visually rich 

displays are complemented by interviews 
with members of the Ukrainian community 
in North Carolina.

The idea for the exhibit was proposed by 
the Ukrainian Association and, after 
approval by the university, an organizing 
committee of association members, chaired 
by Donna Goldstein, started its planning 
and implementation. This was a truly col-
laborative effort. Local Petrykivka artist 
Olena Zintchouk, a member of the associa-
tion, contributed her paintings and, with 
her daughter Lesia, curated the elements 
for the embroidery exhibit. The Ukrainian 
American Club of Southwest Florida loaned 
framed embroidery from its permanent 
collection. Ladies from the Ss. Volodymyr 
and Olha Ukrainian Catholic Church in 
Garner, N.C., prepared traditional Ukrainian 
food for the reception. Ingrid Smith, events 
and exhibition’s manager at the Global 
Center, and Adnan Džumhur, associate 
director of the Slavic Center, spearheaded 
the effort on the university side.

“We always look for opportunities to 
work with the local community to create 
cultural programming and globally relevant 
exhibits. Collaborating with the Ukrainian 
Association of North Carolina became a 
wonderful opportunity to bring Ukrainian 
culture to campus,” said Ms. Smith. 

According to Mr. Džumhur, “[This] is a 
unique exhibit that really illustrates a serious 
dedication from the local Ukrainian commu-
nity and introducing their culture in a way 
that’s meaningful to them… A lot of what 
you’re seeing is sincere community effort.”

The inauguration was opened with 
remarks by Ron Strauss, chief international 
officer and executive vice-provost at UNC. It 
was attended by Andriy Futey, president of 
the Ukrainian Congress Committee of  
America. The ambassador of Ukraine to the 
U.S., Valeriy Chaly, sent his greetings. 

 COMMUNITY CHRONICLE

Philadelphia celebrates
Ukraine’s independence

by Ulana Baluch Mazurkevich

JENKINTOWN, Pa. – A standing-room-
only crowd gathered on Thursday 
August 24, at the Ukrainian Educational 
and Cultural Center in Jenkintown, Pa., a 
suburb of Philadelphia, to celebrate 
Ukrainian Independence Day. The eve-
ning concert of music and song was a 
delight for the attendees . 

The commemorations were opened by 
Ivan Yaworsky, followed by Roman 
Dubenko’s reading of the “Act of Declaration 
of the Independence of Ukraine.” The 
opening prayer was intoned by 
Metropolitan-Archbishop Stefan Soroka. 

The strong, patriotic welcoming 
remarks of Ukraine’s Ambassador to the 

U.S. Valeriy Chaly were read by Ulana 
Mazurkevich, and the keynote address 
was delivered by Borys Potapenko of the 
International Council in Support of 
Ukraine. 

The celebration of Ukrainian indepen-
dence featured a musical program with 
Yuliya Stupen and Halia Bodnar on the 
bandura, as well as the Soloveiky choir of 
Our Ukrainian Heritage School. As 
always, the all-male choir Prometheus, 
under the baton of Roman Kucharsky and 
accompanied on piano by Irene Pelech 
Zwarych, had the audience demanding 
encore after encore. 

The concert ended with the Rev. Taras 
Naumenko delivering prayers for 
Ukraine.

A family of concert-goers at the entrance to the Ukrainian Educational and 
Cultural Center’s hall.

Ulana Baluch Mazurkevich

Natalie Kononenko, professor and Kule 
Chair in Ukrainian Ethnography in the 
Department of Modern Languages and 
Cultural Studies at the University of Alberta 
in Canada gave the keynote address. 

Ten young models showed traditional 
embroidered costumes from different 
regions of Ukraine.

A list of cultural activities is planned for 

the duration of the exhibit, and the Slavic 
Center is sponsoring other activities to 
increase the presence of Ukraine on the 
UNC campus.

Donna Goldstein, a member of the 
Ukrainian Association of North Carolina, 
played a key role in organizing the exhibit 
and associated activities.

Petrykivka paintings on view as part of the exhibit at the University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill, N.C.

Models in traditional folk costumes from various regions of Ukraine.

A view of some of the traditional Ukrainian garb and embroidery that were part of 
the exhibit.

Maryna Kapustina
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dear uncle, eventually leading to owning 
several racehorses and his induction into 
the Canadian Horse Racing Hall of Fame. 
His passion for hockey, a sport he grew up 
playing, manifested itself later in life, when 
in 2002 he had the opportunity to purchase 
the Ottawa Senators hockey club. He did so 
with the firm understanding the club 
would remain in Ottawa and never relo-
cate. 

He then passionately expressed his 
patriotism by spearheading medical relief 
efforts to war-torn eastern Ukraine and 
proposed a boycott of sponsors of the 2018 
FIFA World Cup in Russia to protest its 
involvement in the war in eastern Ukraine.

A second highlight was the presence of 
Vasiliy Karlenko from Kyiv, officially repre-

senting President Serhiy Bubka of the 
National Olympic Committee of Ukraine. 
Mr. Karlenko is the head of the Athletics 
Department and Cycling of the Ukrainian 
Institute of Physical Education and Sports 
and head coach of Ukraine’s powerful 
biathlon team. He has been tasked with the 
responsibility of strengthening relations 
between the diaspora and Ukraine. 

Mr. Karlenko gave a short address extol-
ling the virtues and importance of the 
Ukrainian Sports Museum as an interna-
tional institution, fully supported by 
Ukraine’s National Olympic Committee. Mr. 
Karlenko arrived with many items of mem-
orabilia and sports artifacts from Ukraine 
which were donated to the Ukrainian 
Sports Museum and awarded to members 
of the museum’s board of directors and 

select honored guests. These included flags, 
medals, jackets, hats, autographed items 
and certificates of merit.

Among the 2017 inductees present at 
the event were ex-Philadelphia Flyers cen-
ter and two-time Stanley Cup champion 
Orest Kindrachuk and heavyweight boxer 
Chuck Wepner (his mother was Dolores 
Hrynko). Both pro athletes reiterated great 
pride in their Ukrainian heritage and 
expressed sincere gratitude for being rec-
ognized by the Ukrainian Hall of Fame.

In an effort to continue the museum’s 
growth, several organizations and an indi-
vidual pledged generous donations which 
were disclosed by Mr. Bytz. A $10,000 
donation was made by the Ukrainian 
Selfreliance Credit Union in Philadelphia; 
$5,000 was donated by the Ukrainian 
Heritage Bank Foundation in Chicago. 
Selfreliance Ukrainian American Federal 
Credit Union in Whippany gave $1,000, as 
did Mr. Melnyk of the Ottawa Senators. 
Contributions of $500 each were received 
from SUMA Federal Credit Union in 
Yonkers, N.Y., and the Ukrainian National 
Credit Union in New York.

Mr. Bytz announced that the Ukrainian 
Sports Museum and Hall of Fame would 
soon be relocating from the UACCNJ in 
Whippany to the Tryzub sports complex in 
Horsham, Pa., having outgrown its present 
premises. The move will allow the museum 
to be more cost effective, provide necessary 
space for the growing institution and place 
it in the middle of a strong Ukrainian sports 
environment. 

EDITOR’S NOTE: To see the list of 2017 
inductees into the Ukrainian Sports Hall of 
Fame, as well as the inaugural class from 
2016, go to http://www.ukrsportsmuseum-
hof.org/.

(Continued from page 5)

Ukrainian Sports...

Professional boxer Chuck Wepner.

Lesia Bilak Schinerer, whose tennis 
career took her from Ukraine to the U.S.

Vasiliy Karlenko, head coach of Ukraine’s 
National Biathlon Team.

Yuri Kobziar, who was inducted for his ski-
ing prowess, also accepted the honor 
bestowed on his late father, Ivan 

Volodymyr Kobziar, for soccer.

Orest Kindrachuk of the National Hockey 
League’s Philadelphia Flyers, Pittsburgh 

Penguins and Washington Capitals.

Columbia University basketball player 
Ulana Lysniak (right) with her sister Lada.

Oksana SorochanInducted as a team: the New York Ukrainian Sports Club Juniors, who won the U.S. 
Junior Soccer Championship in 1959.

Visit our archive online: www.ukrweekly.com
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migration risk countries or having entered 
Ukraine from the territory of such states.”

That said, it is necessary to recognize 
that if the current legislation is lacking, the 
Organization of Visas, Immigration and 
Registration (OVIR – the institution respon-
sible for registering foreigners’ internal 
residence) is somewhat unfit for this pur-
pose. Moreover, it is corrupt and reason-
ably dysfunctional in its interaction with 
the Border Service. Thus, whatever legisla-
tive solutions may be proposed before the 
end of the year, significant attention and 
monitoring will be required regarding 
enforcement (particularly internally, relat-
ing to residence registration). In addition, 
further attention will be needed in order to 
address how potential red flags are raised 
and with whom when legislative transgres-
sions occur, as well as to scrutinize the 
interoperability (both by way of technology 
and other institutional communication) 
between the OVIR and the Border Service.

Other outstanding questions also 
remain: How will desired or necessary 
extensions to time in country be dealt 
with? How will the government define a 
place of residence for the purposes of reg-
istration? How much time spent there qual-
ifies it as the place of residence? What will 
be the process allowing visitors to change a 
place of residence? Who decides? Who 
decides who decides? How will this infor-
mation be effectively promulgated among 
agencies, and which agencies will need to 
know? Who will enforce transgressions 
and how? What anti-corruption measures 
can or will be incorporated into any over-
hauled legislation that necessarily requires 
the mix of bureaucracy and human interac-
tion at the state-institutional point of deliv-
ery?

It is clear that a legislative overhaul will 
be required, whether by legal tinkering, a 
major amendment or via entirely new leg-
islation. Nevertheless, even if all the above-
cited policy questions are tackled, this will 
still address only half the issue. Perhaps 
most interesting will be how Ukraine 
approaches the issue of enforcement sys-
tematically once foreigners have entered 
the country.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 3)

Ukraine strengthens...
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U.S. youth team members recount their experience in Ukraine

by Roman Bulawski

WILDWOOD CREST, N.J. – The sixth 
annual Ukrainian Sports Federation of the 
U.S.A. and Canada (USCAK) National Beach 
Volleyball Tournament was held on an 
absolutely perfect Friday, August 25, during 
“Ukrainian Week” on the beach behind the 
Pan American motel. Organized and hosted 
by Lys Sports Academy of Whippany, N.J., 
the tournament was sponsored by 
Selfreliance Ukrainian American Federal 
Credit Union and Ukrainian Selfreliance 
Federal Credit Union of Philadelphia.

Registration began bright and early on 
Friday morning at a tent decorated with the 
sponsors’ banners. In order to participate, 
teams needed to be affiliated with USCAK 
member clubs, such as Chornomorska 
Sitch, Lys Sports Academy, Plast Ukrainian 
Scouting Organization, Ukrainian American 
Sports Center Tryzub or the Ukrainian 
American Youth Association. Nine teams 
registered for the tournament. 

The tournament began at 10 a.m. with 
opening ceremonies. The national anthems 
of Canada, Ukraine and the United States 
were played. Roman Bulawski, the tourna-
ment director, welcomed the players and 
described general rules. Mr. Bulawski then 
introduced Myron Bytz, USCAK president, 
who officially opened the tournament with 
words of welcome, encouraging partici-
pants to play their best and, especially, to 
have fun. 

The teams registered in Division A: 
“Babushkas,” “??,” “Low Expectations” and 
“Rooftop Pavers.” The teams registered in 
Division B were: “ROMMA,” “Chornomortsi,” 
“Toro,” “New Friends” and “All Upside.” 

The play format was round robin within 
the two divisions and at the end of round 
robin play, the teams were ranked within 
each division by the number of wins and 
losses, with the top two teams qualifying 
for the semifinals. The top two teams in 
Division A were Babushkas and Rooftop 
Pavers; the two top teams of Division B 

were ROMMA and New Friends. 
The semifinals were held by pairing the 

first place of Division A, Babushkas, against 
the second place team of Division B, New 
Friends, in what turned out to be the 
“Canadian” semifinal. Babushkas won both 
games and advanced to the final for their 
second year in a row. In the other semifinal 
match, the first place of Division B, ROMMA, 
played the second place of Division A, 
Rooftop Pavers, in what turned out to be the 
“American” semifinal. ROMMA won both 
games to advance to the “international” final. 

The final was held between two very 
competitive and talented teams, ROMMA 
and Babushkas. It is interesting to note that 
the Babushkas from Toronto were made up 
of two young sons, Lukash Darewych (age 
14) and Christian Petrenko (age 15), play-
ing with their fathers, Roman Darewych 
and Taras Petrenko. The boys’ level of play 
and their competitive performance was 

even better than it had been the year 
before, when they first set the tone for 
future generations of USCAK beach volley-
ball tournaments.

A large, supportive crowd gathered to 
watch the finals, with spectators anticipat-
ing a hotly contested match. The final 
match was exciting, with a high caliber of 
play and excellent displays of sportsman-
ship and athleticism. All games in the final 
were very close; in the end Babushkas pre-
vailed to become 2017 USCAK beach vol-
leyball champions by winning the third and 
deciding set 18-16. 

After the final match, the tournament 
trophy was presented to team Babushkas. 
The winner of the tournament’s Most 
Valuable Player (MVP) award – and a new 
volleyball – was Roman Darewych.

The tournament was pronounced a 
great success by all involved, and plans are 
already being made for next year’s event.

Matthew Dubas of The Ukrainian Weekly 
spoke with individuals from the U.S. youth 
team that traveled for the Friendship Cup in 
Ukraine on July 12-15. (See story in our 
September 24 issue.) Mr. Dubas spoke with 
the players during their time at the 
Ukrainian American Youth Association 
sports camp in Ellenville, N.Y., that was held 
July 23 through August 5.

Lukian Tomaszewsky, 15, of Yonkers, 
N.Y., UAYA:

This idea of the tournament was started 
by my father, Michael, and the team was 
formed based on recommendations and 
ability, and it took one month begin build-
ing the team. During the dinners we held 
after each match with the opposing team, 
we learned a lot about each other through 
discussion, where we found out that only a 
few of them danced Ukrainian folk dancing 
and could perform steps in the “Kolomyika.”

During the tournament in Ivano-
Frankivsk, we really noticed the Soviet-style 
stadiums that we used. These were 
5,000-person venues made of concrete. 
During our visit to the Caritas Berezhany 
Sanatorium, we played with the children 
there and got a better understanding of the 
difficulty of the situation in Ukraine. We pre-
sented the children with gifts, soccer balls 
and backpacks. We even had a game of vol-
leyball with the kids. We exchanged address-
es with the children to stay in contact.

We definitely gained a lot from this trip, 

including the excursions to the local attrac-
tions, including the Stepan Bandera 
Museum. At the Bukovel ski resort, we 
enjoyed dining at a soccer-themed restau-
rant and the largest zipline in Ukraine. We 
even played a scrimmage on a soccer field 
there. In Lviv, we visited Vysokyi Zamok, 
the highest point in Lviv.  

During our final match of the tour at 
Arena Lviv, we were stunned to play there 
against the Karpaty Academy team. The 
stadium holds 45,000 seats and we were 

the first American soccer team to play on 
that field. We felt like we achieved some-
thing, even if we ended up losing 0-5.

Our final night, we enjoyed dinner at 
Kryiivka – an UPA-themed restaurant – 
where players were recognized for their 
performance. 

My parents and I remained in Ukraine a 
few more days before returning to the U.S. I 
was happy to be in my ancestral home 
country, to see Kyiv and the Maidan and the 
Nebesna Sotnia (Heavenly Brigade) memo-

rial. From this tour, we learned about 
Ukraine, its culture, its people and played 
soccer in front of an international audience. 
This tour made me appreciate what I have, 
as I saw others who have less. My family 
and I also visited Poland, to the village and 
house where my grandfather was born. I’m 
looking forward to a return trip to Ukraine, 
and I think we impressed the locals with 
our Ukrainian language skills and dance 
moves. I’ve been invited back to Ukraine in 
November for a christening, where I will 
serve as godfather.

Mike Shevchik, 15, Yonkers UAYA:
Lukian [Tomaszewsky] and I were 

among the first players selected, and we 
were a good influence on the team. During 
one of the matches, I scored the lone goal 
and celebrated by taking off my jersey. This 
earned me a yellow card, but it was worth 
it. I apologized to the referee, and the ref 
congratulated me on the goal.

Gabriel Maksymiuk, 14, of Passaic UAYA:

Life was so different there. I found family 
there I did not know about near Ternopil. 
Life on the farm is tough living. Ukraine is 
not as modern as Tokyo, but still advanced. 
Highlight food items we found included 
varenyky and McDonald’s in Lviv.

Nick Zielonka, 15, of Passaic, N.J. 
UAYA:

To see Ukraine and to experience it in-
person was awesome.Lukian Tomaszewsky in goal.

At the beach volleyball tournament (from left) are: Roman Bulawski, tournament 
organizer; Mary Kolodij, director and president, and Oxana Holubowsky, treasurer, 
both of Ukrainian Selfreliance Federal Credit Union, a sponsor of the tournament; and 
Myron Bytz, president of the Ukrainian Sports Federation of the U.S.A. and Canada.

The 2017 USCAK beach volleyball champions, “Babushkas,” (second through fifth 
from left) and 2017 finalists “ROMMA” (far left, and fourth through seventh from 
right) with USCAK tournament organizers Myron Bytz (far right) and Roman 
Bulawski (third from right), and Michael Koziupa (second from right) of Selfreliance 

Ukrainian American Federal Credit Union, a tournament sponsor.

USCAK holds sixth annual beach volleyball tournament
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October 9 Presentation by Andriy Lyubka, “Smuggling Ukraine Westward,”
New York Columbia University, http:/harriman.columbia.edu 
 or 212-854-4697

October 11 Ukrainian Days advocacy event, Ukrainian National
Washington  Information Service and Ukrainian Congress Committee
 of America, Capitol Hill, 202-547-0018 
 or Unis.sawkiw@gmail.com

October 11 Networking event, “CUFTA: Opening Doors for Canadian 
Ottawa Business in Ukraine,” Canada-Ukraine Trade and 
 Investment Support Project, Fairmont Chateau Laurier,
 416-628-5444 ext. 504 or info@cutisprojet.org

October 12 25th anniversary concert, Pikkardiyska Tertsiya, 
Chicago 773-540-0733 or www.tercia.com.ua

October 12 Networking event, “CUFTA: Opening Doors for Canadian 
Montreal Business in Ukraine,” Canada-Ukraine Trade and 
 Investment Support Project, Fairmont the Queen Elizabeth,
 416-628-5444 ext. 504 or info@cutisprojet.org

October 12 Roundtable, “Ukraine’s Quest for Mature Nation Statehood
Washington Roundtable XVII: Ukraine and the Issue of Social Cohesion,” 
 Center for U.S.-Ukraine Relations, Council on Foreign
 Relations, 917-476-1221 or waz2012@columbia.edu

October 12 Presentation by Andriy Lyubka, “Smuggling Ukraine 
Washington Westward,” Kennan Institute, Wilson Center,
 www.wilson.org 

October 13 25th anniversary concert, Pikkardiyska Tertsiya, 
Cleveland 773-540-0733 or www.tercia.com.ua

October 13 Fashion show, Chinese American Museum of Chicago, Haitian
Chicago American Museum of Chicago, Ukrainian National Museum, 
 321-421-8020

October 13 Presentation by Volodymyr Serhiychuk, “Ukrainian Sacrifices
New York of the 20th Century,” Ukrainian Free University Foundation,
 Ukrainian National Home, 212-529-6287

October 13 Book presentation by Serhii Plokhii, “Lost Kingdom: The 
Cambridge, MA Quest for Empire and the Making of the Russian Nation,” 
 Harvard Book Store, 617-495-4053

October 14 Commemorative concert, “75th Anniversary of the founding
Whippany, NJ  of the Ukrainian Insurgent Army, 70th Anniversary of Akcja
 Wisla, 70th Anniversary of UPA’s Great Raid to the West,”
 Ukrainian American Cultural Center of New Jersey,
 862-754-6329

October 14 Flea market, St. Vladimir Ukrainian Catholic Church, 
Scranton, PA 570-963-1580

October 14 Open house, Ukrainian Institute of America, 
New York 212-288-8660 or www.ukrainianinstitute.org

October 16 Networking event, “CUFTA: Opening Doors for Canadian 
Toronto Business in Ukraine,” Canada-Ukraine Trade and Investment
 Support Project, Fairmont Royal York, 416-628-5444 ext. 504
 or info@cutisprojet.org

October 16 Presentation by Igor Torbakov, “The Ukraine Factor in 
Cambridge, MA Russia-Europe Relations,” Harvard University, 
 www.huri.harvard.edu

October 18 Book presentation by Anne Applebaum, “Red Famine: Stalin’s
Chicago War on Ukraine,” Ukrainian Institute of Modern Art,
 www.uima-chicago.org

October 18 Presentation by Yuri Shevchuk, “Ukrainian Revolution 
Cambridge, MA Portrayed by a Counter-Revolutionary: Screening and 
 Discussion of Oleksandr Dovzhenko’s film “Arsenal,’”
 Harvard University, www.huri.harvard.edu

Entries in “Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to events 
advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome submissions 
from all our readers. Items will be published at the discretion of the editors 
and as space allows. Please send e-mail to mdubas@ukrweekly.com.

 
CREDIT UNION CEO CAREER OPPORTUNITY

Selfreliance Ukrainian American Federal Credit Union
2332 West Chicago Ave, Chicago, IL 60622

Selfreliance Ukrainian American Federal Credit Union is a � nancial 
institution serving over twenty thousand memåbers in the Ukrainian-
American communities of Chicagoland and New Jersey.  The institution is 
seeking a Chief Executive O�  cer to replace the retiring CEO, targeting a 
candidate with the following quali� cations:

• Five years or more of successful experience in senior management at a 
U.S. � nancial institution.

• Multidisciplinary skills in leadership, communication, group 
collaboration, planning and reporting.

• Ability to work with various department managers including lending, 
compliance, personnel, marketing, � nancial reporting, accounting, 
computer database management and security.

• Bilingual speaking, reading and writing skills in English and Ukrainian.  
• U.S. Citizenship or permanent residency required and needs to live in [or 

relocate to] Chicago area.
• Bachelor’s and/or Master’s Degree in Business Administration with 

reasonable knowledge of key � nance, marketing, accounting and 
management principles.

• Regular travel necessary to visit branch o�  ces, meet with regulators, 
trade groups and participate in industry-wide conferences.

Compensation commensurate with experience and skill set. 
All inquiries are strictly con� dential. Please direct all inquiries to 

ceosearch@selfreliance.com.

(Continued from page 8)

Conference...

tutions. “We need to make common cause 
and rediscover what we have,” she advised.

Dr. Hajda referred to the scholarly ses-
sions held during the founding conference of 
the WCFU and noted various major endeav-
ors in which scholarly institutions were 
active, among them HURI’s Millennium proj-
ect related to Christianity in Rus’-Ukraine; 
the annotated translation of Mykhailo 
Hrushevsky’s monumental “History of 
Ukraine” being released by the Canadian 
Institute of Ukrainian Studies; and the publi-
cation of scholarly books about the 
Holodomor. Also notable, he said, is “the 
broadening of what constitutes Ukrainian 
studies,” for example, through comparative 
studies in various scholarly fields.

Mr. Dobriansky’s main message was that 
“We have to know how to promote and tell 
our stories” and that diaspora groups “need 
to work together and use each other’s 
resources.” He also reminded his listeners 
that the mass media also includes books, 
documentaries and feature films, and that 
“building up that material allows us to bet-
ter tell our story.”

During the conference’s working lunch, 
Bohdan Futey, judge of the U.S. Court of 
Federal Claims, introduced the guest speak-
er, Ukraine’s Ambassador to the U.S. Valeriy 
Chaly, who greeted the UWC on its 50th 
anniversary and informed his audience 
about the latest developments in Ukraine. 

The ambassador said: “Could you imag-
ine five years ago that Russia would have 
invaded Ukraine and conducted war?” The 
solution to the war on Ukrainian territory, 
he said, is simple: Russia must withdraw its 
troops, the border must be closed, hostages 
must be released. “Then, we can restore 
sovereignty.”

He continued: “I reject any idea of allow-

ing [Vladimir] Putin to save face via some 
sort of compromise. Crimea is not negotia-
ble; it’s Ukrainian territory.” As far as 
Russia’s so-called “new” proposal regarding 
U.N. peacekeepers for Ukraine’s embattled 
eastern region, the ambassador character-
ized it as “just tricky games” and “another 
mechanism to avoid sanctions,” while not-
ing that Ukraine had proposed a proper 
peacekeeping mission two years earlier. 

Still, Ambassador Chaly stressed, “I am 
very optimistic. I believe we will restore our 
territorial integrity, though it is not clear at 
what price.” He added that “membership in 
NATO is necessary for Ukraine’s security.”

The final session of the conference was 
titled “The Ukrainian World Congress 
Looking Forward: What to Expect in the 
Next 50 Years” and featured remarks by 
Askold Lozynskyj, UWC president in 1998-
2008. After being introduced by Marianna 
Zajac, president of the Ukrainian National 
Women’s League of America, Mr. Lozynskyj 
offered his observations about the found-
ing of the World Congress of Free 
Ukrainians and how this organization was 
and is able to function. 

“We were a voice for Ukraine,” he said, 
reminding the audience that “an indepen-
dent Ukraine in 1967 was a pipe dream.” 
Whereas, the congress’s main purpose in 
the past was “to liberate Ukraine and to help 
Ukrainian people wherever they may be,” 
today “we need to keep Ukraine liberated.” 

Today, he continued, “our work is easier 
because there is a Ukrainian state,” but “we 
are an NGO” – not representatives of the 
Ukrainian government. Mr. Lozynskyj char-
acterized the UWC as “the conscience of 
Ukraine” and stated: “Our job is not done 
until Ukrainians everywhere feel comfort-
able.” That is why, he said , the UWC should 
raise the issue of Ukrainians in Poland, 
where the community is in peril, no matter 
what Ukraine’s representatives at the United 
Nations do.
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PREVIEW OF EVENTS
Saturday, October 14

NEW YORK: The Shevchenko Scientific 
Society invites all to a lecture, “War in 
Ukraine. New Relations in Ukrainian Society, 
2014-2017,” by Mykola Riabchuk (Kyiv). Mr. 
Riabchuk is president of the PEN Club in 
Ukraine, a political analyst, literary critic and 
writer. The event will take place at the soci-
ety’s building, 63 Fourth Ave. (between 
Ninth and 10th streets) at 5 p.m. For addi-
tional information call 212-254-5130.

CARTERET, N.J.: St. Demetrius UOC will be 
sponsoring a Ukrainian Festival on Saturday, 
Oct. 14 from 12-6pm at St. Demetrius 
Banquet Center, 691 Roosevelt Ave., Carteret, 
NJ. The facility is handicapped accessible. The 
Ukrainian dance groups Iskra and Tsvitka will 
perform starting at 1 p.m., followed by the 
Bez Szefa Orchestra for your dancing and lis-
tening pleasure. Delicious home-made ethnic 
food will be available to purchase along with 
Ukrainian beer, desserts and other refresh-
ments. For information call 732-541-1530; 
for directions go to www.stdemetriusuoc.org.

NEW BRITAIN, Conn: A Ukrainian Harvest 
Festival will take place from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
at St Mary’s Ukrainian Orthodox Church, 54 
Winter St. (behind Newbrite Plaza). The 
church is noted for its nut and poppyseed 
rolls, and for its bread. Home-made 
Ukrainian cakes and desserts, borshch, vare-
nyky, holubtsi, halushky and other foods will 
be available for eat-in or take-out. Also at the 
festival: Christmas decorations, collector 
dolls, jewelry and a tag sale. There is parking 
behind the church. For information call 860-
229-3833 or 860-677-2138.
Thursday, October 19

NEW YORK: Please join the Ukrainian 
Studies Program at the Harriman Institute, 
Columbia University, for a presentation by 
Olena Nikolayenko (Fordham University) of 
her book “Youth Movements and Elections in 
Eastern Europe” (Cambridge University 
Press, October 2017). In her book, Ms. 
Nikolayenko analyzes the tide of nonviolent 

youth movements that swept across Eastern 
Europe in which young people demanded 
political change in repressive political 
regimes that emerged since the collapse of 
communism. This event will take place at 
noon in the Marshall D. Shulman Seminar 
Room (Room 1219, International Affairs 
Building, 420 W. 118th St.).The event is free 
and open to the public. For additional infor-
mation call 212-854-4697.
Sunday, October 22

ALEXANDRIA, Va.: The Washington Group 
Cultural Fund Sunday Music Series presents 
violinist Bohdana Pivnenko in a program fea-
turing works by contemporary Ukrainian 
composers, as well as classical favorites by 
Albeniz, Saint-Saens, Sarasate and Paganini. 
Ms. Pivnenko is considered one of the most 
prominent of the young generation of violin-
ists in Ukraine. There will be a reception to 
meet the artist immediately following the 
performance. The concert will be held at 3 
p.m. at The Lyceum, 201 S. Washington St., 
Alexandria, VA 22314. Suggested donation 
$30; free admission for students; unreserved 
seating. For more information visit: www.
twgcf.org or e-mail twgculturalfund@gmail.
com.
Tuesday, October 24

NEW YORK: Please join the Ukrainian 
Studies Program at the Harriman Institute, 
Columbia University, for a presentation by 
Anne Applebaum (columnist for The 
Washington Post; Professor of Practice at the 
London School of Economics) of her book 
“Red Famine: Stalin’s War on Ukraine” 
(Penguin Random House, October 2017). Ms. 
Applebaum’s compulsively readable narra-
tive recalls one of the worst crimes of the 
20th century and shows how it may fore-
shadow a new threat to the political order in 
the 21st. This event will take place at noon in 
the Marshall D. Shulman Seminar Room 
(Room 1219, International Affairs Building, 
420 W. 118th St.). The event is free and open 
to the public. For additional information call 
212-854-4697.
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