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OTTAWA – Canada’s House of Commons 
Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs and 
International Development has called on 
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau’s Liberal 
government to maintain its major initia-
tives regarding Ukraine and add new ones 
in the areas of cyber-security and visas.

In a report released on November 22 
and based on fact-finding missions com-
mittee members made to Ukraine, Poland, 
Latvia and Kazakhstan in January along 
with witness testimony, the House commit-
tee said the Canadian government should 
maintain “its sanctions against Russian and 
post-annexation Crimean officials, those 
responsible for the armed conflict in east-
ern Ukraine, as well as those involved in the 
abduction and illegal show trials of 
Ukrainian citizens in Russia and Crimean 
Tatars and others within Crimea.” 

Ottawa “should also engage with the 
Russian government on the need to respect 
international law and Ukraine’s sovereign-
ty” and “continue to support multilateral 
efforts” through such international bodies 
as the United Nations and NATO, “to help 
bring about a resolution to Russia’s military 
invasion and illegal annexation of Crimean 
territory” and provide “logistical and mili-
tary support for the armed conflict in east-
ern Ukraine” by continuing Operation 
UNIFIER, the House committee recom-
mended. Its report was unanimously 
adopted by the 14 government and opposi-
tion Members of Parliament who serve on 
the committee.

Since it began in the summer of 2015 
under the previous Conservative govern-
ment, UNIFIER has sent some 200 Canadian 
soldiers to train about 5,000 of their 
Ukrainian counterparts in and around Lviv.

Canadian House Foreign Affairs Committee
urges Ottawa to bolster initiatives for Ukraine

(Continued on page 14)

by Roma Hadzewycz

KERHONKSON, N.Y. – The Ukrainian 
National Association’s General Assembly 
convened its 2017 annual meeting here at 
Soyuzivka Heritage Center on Friday and 
Saturday, November 17-18. It was the last 
meeting of the General Assembly elected 
for the 2014-2018 term before the 2018 
convention of the UNA is convened in May.

The meeting’s business sessions were 
marked by good news about the UNA’s con-
tinued progress, as for the fifth straight year 
the fraternal organization has enjoyed net 
profits and its surplus has surpassed $10 
million.

Reports on the UNA’s finances and activ-
ity were delivered by the full-time execu-
tive officers of the UNA, President Stefan 
Kaczaraj, National Secretary Yuriy Symczyk 
and Treasurer Roma Lisovich. All other 
General Assembly members – executive 
officers, advisors and auditors – as well as 
the editor-in-chief of the UNA’s official pub-
lications, Svoboda and The Ukrainian 
Weekly, had the opportunity to deliver 
addenda to their written reports. 

Present at the meeting in addition to the 
full-time executives were three other execu-
tive officers, First Vice-President Michael 
Koziupa, Second Vice-President Eugene 
Oscislawski and Director for Canada Myron 
Groch. Also attending were Auditing 
Committee member Eugene Serba and 
Advisors Nicholas Fil, Ewhen Osidacz, Andrij 
Szul, Gloria Horbaty, Maya Lew, Julian 
Pishko, Luba Poniatyszyn Keske, Bohdana 
Puzyk and Luba Walchuk. Advisors Lubov 
Streletsky and Olya Czerkas were unable to 
attend, but sent in their reports.

The annual meeting began with the tra-
ditional opening ceremony during which 
the Canadian, Ukrainian and American 

national anthems were sung, as was the 
“Testament” (Zapovit) of Taras Shevchenko, 
whom the UNA reveres as it patron. A 
prayer for the success of the meeting and 
that of the UNA was offered by Mr. Groch; 
next came a moment of silence in honor of 
UNA activists who had passed away since 
the 2016 annual meeting.

Once the formalities of the meeting – the 
approval of the agenda, the acceptance of 
the minutes from the previous annual 
meeting and the calling of committees – 
had taken place, President Kaczaraj began 
the series of reports to the General 
Assembly, the UNA’s highest governing 
body between quadrennial conventions.

Mr. Kaczaraj underscored that the state 
of the UNA is strong as its surplus has been 
consistently going up for the past four 
years. This year, he said, the surplus grew 
by $850,000 as of September 30; it is antic-
ipated that the surplus will grow by $1 mil-
lion by December 31.

National Secretary Symczyk focused his 
report on his visits to UNA districts near 
and far, and his contacts with local UNA 
members. He noted that this year the UNA 
has visited more districts than in recent 
years – even those that were previously 
inactive. Community outreach, he said, is 
the key to growth in membership, and that 
is why the UNA has been sponsoring 
events, such as wellness seminars and com-
munity breakfasts, in various locales. Mr. 
Symczyk cited the “very positive responses 
we’ve received from communities visited” 
and the eagerness of people to become 
involved and sell UNA products.

Treasurer Lisovich stated that the UNA’s 
biggest accomplishment of the year was 
reaching $10 million in surplus. Other high-

UNA General Assembly holds 
its 2017 annual meeting

(Continued on page 5)

Members of the Ukrainian National Association’s General Assembly at the 2017 
annual meeting at Soyuzivka Heritage Center.

Roma Hadzewycz

by Mark Raczkiewycz

KYIV – The Ukraine that Canadian 
Ambassador Roman Waschuk knew while 
serving as political counselor for his coun-
try’s diplomatic corps in 1994-1998 has 
outlived its legacy.

Back then, Leonid Kuchma was in his 
first of two terms as president and starting 
to build the corrupt, oligarchic economic 
model that the nation’s post-revolutionary 
government inherited in 2014 and has 
been replacing incrementally ever since.

Then, as the country was emerging from 
70 years of totalitarian Soviet rule, 
Canada’s ambassador to Ukraine said many 
Canadians of Ukrainian descent got 
“burned” trying to do business in what was 
supposed to become one of Eastern 
Europe’s largest markets.

One of them was Canadian multi-mil-
lionaire James Temerty, a native of Donetsk 
Oblast. Still a generous donor to Ukrainian 
causes, he saw an estimated $100 million 
investment disappear in a Kyiv heat and 
power plant during the 1990s through cor-
rupt schemes, according to news reports by 
the Kyiv Post.

Today, however, people in the West 
“need to modernize their view of the coun-
try” because “Ukrainians are able to feel 
they are owners of the cities in which they 
live,” Ambassador Waschuk said in an inter-
view with The Ukrainian Weekly on 
November 29. “They help codify the space. 

They’re not takers, they’re also makers. 
That, for me, if you compare the 1990s to 
now, that’s a huge difference.”

Since early 2014 when a popular upris-
ing saw Moscow-friendly President Viktor 
Yanukovych flee to Russia, Kyiv is “doing 
fairly well under the very complicated cir-
cumstances in which it has found itself… 
there’s been a lot of change.”

A congenially down-to-earth and con-
stant promoter of Canada in person as well 
as on social media, Mr. Waschuk, 55, a first-
generation Ukrainian Canadian, said that 
Ukrainians expect too much when it comes 
to eradicating corruption and moving the 
country forward towards its stated goals of 
integrating with the West.

He recalled Canadian Prime Minister 
Justin Trudeau’s words after his 2016 visit. 
Quoting him, Mr. Waschuk said: “the situa-
tion in Ukraine is a bit like… as if in North 
America someone had invaded and taken 
over Manitoba, cut off our trade with the 
U.S. – and at the same time we need to 
change everything in the way we run our 
country.”

Sitting back in his chair at the Canadian 
Embassy, the diplomat added: “That’s 
tough, that’s complicated.”

That attitude applies to the rule of law, 
an area that Mr. Waschuk said broadly is 
Ukraine’s “biggest problem.” A former Plast 
scout from the Toronto area, Canada’s 

Canadian ambassador draws on all 
of Canada to boost ties with Ukraine

(Continued on page 7)
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Poroshenko calls on Russia to ‘repent’ 

Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko 
called on Russia to recognize the famine of 
1932-1933 that killed millions of people in 
Ukraine under Soviet dictator Joseph Stalin 
as genocide, “or at least repent for it.” He 
made the call at an event in central Kyiv on 
November 25, the official Holodomor 
Remembrance Day. He also said that “the 
time has come” for Ukraine to adopt legis-
lation against denying the genocide. “Not 
recognizing the Holodomor is as immoral 
as denying the Holocaust,” the president 
said. Ukraine and about a dozen other 
countries have recognized the Holodomor 
as an act of genocide against the Ukrainian 
people. The Holodomor Remembrance Day 
is marked in Ukraine every year on the 
fourth Saturday of November. President 
Poroshenko urged “all political forces” in 
Ukraine to unite for the sake of the country, 
saying the Holodomor was “a terrible echo 
of an unforgiving loss” of Ukrainian state-
hood and independence. “Would the 
Holodomor and the Great Terror of the 
1930s, the deportation of the 1940s, and 
the Russification of the 1970s be made pos-
sible if we, Ukrainians, had preserved the 
independence proclaimed a hundred years 
ago?” he asked. He also said that Russia’s 
ongoing “aggression against us is a continu-
ation of the same policy to destroy Ukraine 
with other methods.” (RFE/RL’s Ukrainian 
Service, with reporting by AFP)

Tillerson cites continuing Russian threat 

U.S. Secretary of State Rex Tillerson has 
stressed Washington’s commitment to 
European security, especially as Russia con-
tinues what he called its “aggressive behav-
ior.” In a speech on November 28 at a 
Washington think tank, Mr. Tillerson said 
the United States would be the first to 
respond to any attack on a European ally 
under NATO’s Article 5 mutual defense 
clause. Some European leaders have 
expressed concern that the administration 
of President Donald Trump may pull back 
from the alliance after demanding that 
European members spend more on their 
own defenses. Speaking at the Wilson 
Center, Secretary Tillerson accused Russia 
of pursuing policies to “drive apart” 
Washington and its European allies. He said 

Russia’s military interventions in Georgia 
and Ukraine, and interference in European 
elections and politics were unacceptable 
and “not worthy” of a responsible member 
of the international community. “While the 
West continues to seek a productive new 
relationship with post-Soviet Russia, thus 
far it has proved elusive,” he stated. The sec-
retary of state repeated Washington’s sup-
port for Ukraine’s territorial integrity and 
sovereignty, and called on Moscow to fulfill 
the terms of the Minsk agreements on end-
ing the conflict in eastern Ukraine. He said 
Ukraine was the key to better bilateral ties. 
“What I’ve said to the Russians is: we are 
never going to get [the U.S.-Russian] rela-
tionship back to normal until we solve 
Ukraine,” Mr. Tillerson said. “It just sits there 
as an enduring obstacle and we’ve got to 
address it.” Mr. Tillerson said U.S. sanctions 
on Russia would remain in place “until 
Russia reverses” the actions that put them 
in place. (RFE/RL)

More killed and wounded in east

The Ukrainian Defense Ministry on 
November 29 said one Ukrainian soldier 
was killed and two were wounded in the 
previous 24 hours as Russia-backed sepa-
ratists shelled government positions in the 
eastern Luhansk and Donetsk regions. A 
ministry statement said the militants 
shelled government positions 27 times 
since the morning of November 28. It said 
Ukrainian forces returned fire 11 times. The 
Ukrainian military claimed that ceasefire 
violations by the separatists disrupted plans 
for Organization for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) and U.N. rep-
resentatives to visit the towns of Travneve 
and Hladosove. It said they had planned to 
assess the humanitarian situation in the two 
towns, which are close to the front line in 
the Donetsk region. On November 24, 
Ukraine’s military said that five of its sol-
diers were killed and four wounded in the 
east of the country. Four of the soldiers 
were killed in a gunfight the previous day 
near the village of Krymske that lasted 
around eight hours. Krymske lies around 30 
kilometers west of Luhansk, where tensions 
had escalated between separatist factions 

(Continued on page 12)

 ANALYSIS

by Christopher Miller
RFE/RL

November 23

KYIV – Residents of “separatist”-con-
trolled Luhansk awoke on November 21 to 
an all-too-familiar and distressing scene: 
masked, heavily armed men on armored 
vehicles patrolling the streets of the war-
wracked eastern Ukrainian city. 

It captured the attention of those not 
only on the ground but in Kyiv and Moscow 
and beyond. And for good reason: There 
was something different about it all this 
time. This was a separatist-against-separat-
ist affair.

So what is going on? 
In a nutshell: A power struggle between 

leaders of the so-called Luhansk “people’s 
republic” is playing out on the city’s streets. 
Some would call it a coup, and it certainly 
appears to be an attempt at a takeover by 
Ihor Kornet, the “republic’s” top cop, who 
was dismissed on November 20 by his 
nemesis, Ihor Plotnitsky, the “republic’s” 
official leader. Both men are native 
Ukrainians.

The beef between Mr. Plotnitsky and Mr. 
Kornet goes way back. Part of it stems from 
Mr. Plotnitsky’s seizure of a large home 
from Mr. Kornet that he had taken for him-
self in 2014.

The former is said to be the Kremlin’s 
choice for leader, while the latter is 
believed to be the favorite of Russia’s 
Federal Security Service, the FSB. 

Mr. Kornet’s revolt began on November 
21 when men in green believed to be loyal 
to him seized control of Luhansk’s key 
administrative buildings, patrolled the city 
center, and reportedly forced Mr. Plotnitsky 
to flee across the border to Russia. 

What in the world is going on 
in Russia-backed Luhansk ‘republic’?
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Correction
Due to the author’s error, the story 

headlined “Holodomor researchers fea-
tured at conference on oral history” 
(November 26) incorrectly identified 
renowned oral historian Steven High as a 
former director of the Center for Oral 
History and Digital Storytelling at 
Concordia University in Montreal. He is the 
current director. The correction has been 
made to our online edition.
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Accounts of Mr. Plotnitsky’s where-
abouts, however, vary. While Ukrainian 
Internal Affairs Ministry spokesman Artem 
Shevchenko claimed that Mr. Plotnitsky had, 
indeed, escaped to Russia, the separatists’ 
television channel in Luhansk reported on 
November 22 that Mr. Plotnitsky remained 
in the city. The channel published a video 
showing Mr. Plotnitsky holding a meeting 
with other de facto authority figures in 
which he accuses Mr. Kornet of “attempting 
to overthrow the government.” It is not clear 
whether the video was shot in Luhansk.

Some of the drama was captured on 
camera by the “state-run” news network in 
Luhansk, GTRK LNR, and it does support 
claims of a coup. RFE/RL also managed to 
obtain footage from Luhansk.

In both videos, gunmen are seen stand-
ing guard in the Luhansk city center, which 
appears to be blocked off by armored vehi-
cles. The scene looks remarkably similar to 
Russia’s takeover of the Crimean peninsula, 
right down to the “little green men.”

As the operation developed, local televi-
sion and radio stations were shut down, 
leading to somewhat of an information 
black hole for the region’s residents. But 
social media filled some of the void. Local 
users, including military personnel, tweeted 
developments, shared short reports on their 
Telegram channels, or posted information to 
pages on the Russian network VK.

The Special Monitoring Mission (SMM) 
in Ukraine of the Organization for Security 
and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) said it 
had observed a convoy of military vehicles 
and masked, armed men in central 
Luhansk. It shared photos on Twitter show-
ing dozens of them massing in Luhansk.

Adding a new level of intrigue, a video 
surfaced that appeared to show a large, 
snaking convoy of military vehicles head-
ing eastward from Donetsk, another sepa-
ratist-held city, toward Luhansk. Open-
source investigator Aric Toler geolocated 
the video to a highway in Luhansk.

It seemed like an invasion of Luhansk by 
its fellow Russia-backed separatist neigh-
bor was under way. Or were they sent in as 
reinforcements?

The answer appeared to come on 
November 22, with militants loyal to Mr. 
Kornet, alongside special forces from 
neighboring Donetsk, storming the 
Luhansk prosecutor’s office and arresting 
the Luhansk “prosecutor general” and “mil-
itary prosecutor,” both of whom are loyal to 
Mr. Plotnitsky, reported the independent 
Russian newspaper Novaya Gazeta.

A video shared on Facebook by the pro-
separatist NewsFront agency showed sev-
eral gunmen with sights trained on the 
building as civilians exited and were guid-
ed down the street.

What is the Kremlin’s stance?

A report on November 23 by Russia’s 
RBC news agency cited a source close to 
Kremlin aide Vladislav Surkov, Russian 
President Vladimir Putin’s hand-picked 
handler for the Ukrainian “separatists,” as 
saying Moscow had sided with Mr. Kornet 
in the spat. However, the source said that 
Mr. Plotnitsky would likely be given a “last 
chance” and allowed to remain as a figure-
head.

Mr. Plotnitsky is a signatory to the Minsk 
peace agreements of February 2015 that 
are meant to be a road map to ending the 
conflict. That is likely why, despite being 

Plotnitsky resigns  
amid power struggle

On November 24 it was reported by 
a Luhansk-based website that Igor 
Plotnitsky had resigned amid a fierce 
power struggle among the Russia-
backed “separatists” in the occupied 
region that has unfolded over the last 
several days. 

The website of the Luhansk-based 
separatists said Mr. Plotnitsky had 
resigned for health reasons. The web-
site also said Leonid Pasechnik, the 
self-proclaimed security minister of 
the separatist formation, had been 
named acting leader “until the next 
elections.”

Shortly afterward, the same website 
announced that Mr. Plotnitsky had 
been named the separatist’s represen-
tative to the Minsk process, aimed at 
resolving the conflict. 

(RFE/RL with reporting by Gazeta.ru, 
RIA Novosti, and TASS)

(Continued on page 12)
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Senior U.S. official warns of Russia’s
“clear, real” threat to the West

Meeting of Ukraine-NATO
Interparliamentary Council
takes place in Brussels

by Mark Najarian
RFE/RL

WASHINGTON – A senior U.S. State Department offi-
cial says Russia’s actions over the past decade have 
shown that Moscow’s willingness to violate the sover-
eignty and territorial integrity of other nations is “real” 
and not “simply rhetorical.”

On November 16, Brian Hook, the State Department’s 
director of policy planning, told the Transatlantic Forum 
on Russia of the Center for Strategic and International 
Studies that Moscow’s actions in the war with Georgia in 
2008 and more recently in Ukraine are “violations of the 
U.N. Charter and of multiple articles of the Helsinki Final 
Act.”

Mr. Hook’s tough line on Moscow appears to be in 
contrast to stated attempts by the administration of 
President Donald Trump to improve relations with 
Russia as a means to solve global crises, although the 
official did suggest there were opportunities to cooper-
ate in places such as Syria and North Korea.

Mr. Hook said the risks to Europe from Russia were 
similar to those faced by the West during the Cold War.

“As in the past, the threat runs from the Baltic to the 
Black Sea,” he said. “Russia has shown off its capabilities 
in snap military exercises or planned large-scale ones, 
like the recent Zapad 2017 [in Belarus and Russia].”

He said the “conventional threat” from Russia is “real.” 
He cited Moscow’s drive for military modernization and 
said that the “military arrangement of forces in Europe 
favors Russia.”

Mr. Hook, a senior policy adviser to Secretary of State 
Rex Tillerson, warned that Russia is also modernizing its 
nuclear arsenal and its means of delivery. Moscow has 
developed a nuclear-capable cruise missile, “in clear vio-
lation” of the Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces Treaty 
(INF), he added.

“And like in the past, Russia plays a propaganda and 
disinformation game,” he said, “disrupting societies, 
electorates and institutions across the Euro-Atlantic 
community. The great difference between the Russia of 

today and its Soviet form is that it lacks an ideological 
coherence that informs its actions. But Russia is none-
theless a serious rival.”

Mr. Hook cited Russia’s war against Georgia in 2008, 
its “illegal annexation” of Ukraine’s Crimea region and its 
support for separatists in eastern Ukraine as examples 
of Moscow’s failure to honor its commitments since the 
end of the Cold War.

He reiterated U.S. demands that Russia restore the 
“sovereignty and territorial integrity” of Ukraine before 
sanctions imposed by the United States and Europe 
could be eased. 

He also urged NATO allies “to do more to underwrite 
the security and stability of the region,” repeating 
President Trump’s call for increased defense spending in 
Europe.

“The threat to [the West’s] collective security posed 
by Russia is clear, and we on both sides of the Atlantic 
cannot ignore it,” he said.

He also reminded forum attendees of Mr. Trump’s 
stated commitment to Article 5 of the NATO charter, 
which requires all members to come to the aid of any 
other member under attack.

Nevertheless, he cited conflicts and disputes in 
Ukraine, North Korea and Syria as opportunities for the 
United States and Russia to cooperate in efforts to ease 
violence and tensions.

He said the United States remains committed to coun-
tering the Russian threat, but at the same time “we rec-
ognize that it is in our mutual benefit to work together 
where it advances American interests.”

He said cooperation with Moscow was possible, but 
added that the United States needs to see signs that 
Russia is ready to “return to a less confrontational pos-
ture” in Europe and the Middle East.

Copyright 2017, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted with the per-
mission of Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty, 1201 
Connecticut Ave. NW, Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.
org (see https://www.rferl.org/a/us-diplomat-russia-real-
threat-brian-hook/28858347.html).

NEWS ANALYSIS: Ukraine and Russia compete in health reform
by Maksym Bugriy

Eurasia Daily Monitor

The Verkhovna Rada successfully passed health reform 
bills on June 5 and October 19. Spearheaded by the 
American-born acting minister of health, Dr. Ulana Suprun, 
the medical reform was strongly criticized in leading 
Russian media outlets. However, the Kremlin’s attacks on 
Ukraine overshadow Russia’s own systemic health-care 
problems.

Russia’s leading official media bashed Ukraine’s 
Minister Suprun, accusing her of carrying out 
Washington’s agenda and of seeking to abolish Russian 
medical imports – thus further cutting an important con-
duit of the Kremlin’s influence (Pervyi Kanal, April 15). 
Russia’s TV One (Pervyi Kanal) claimed that the Ukrainian 
reforms were destroying local cardiovascular surgery clin-
ics and introducing “exorbitant operational costs.” The 
state television channel alleged that Ukrainian “people are 
faced with either dying or selling all their belongings and 
taking out loans [to pay for care]” (Pervyi Kanal, August 2).

This negative coverage falls within the Kremlin’s broad-
er political/informational war against Kyiv. On the surface, 
it targets Dr. Suprun, whose family fought against and fled 
from Joseph Stalin’s armies during World War II. But 
Moscow’s wider objective is to preclude Kyiv from devel-
oping an effective national health-care management sys-
tem – particularly if Moscow may at some point want to 
export its own model to other post-Soviet states. Indeed, 
Russia’s own health-care reform path has mostly departed 
from Soviet-era guaranteed total care. But this process has 
had mixed results. In fact, thanks to its adopted reforms, 
Ukraine may actually offer more feasible and sustainable 
health-care management and financing solutions com-
pared to neighboring Russia.

According to World Health Organization (WHO) statis-
tics, Russia (Who.int, accessed November 21) and Ukraine 
(Who.int, accessed November 21) have quite similar health 
profiles, although Ukraine exhibits somewhat better basic 

indicators, such as life expectancy and male mortality risks. 
At the same time, Russia’s state health-care funding, 
according to national data, makes up 3.6 percent of GDP 
(RBC, December 14, 2016), while Ukraine currently spends 
2.6 percent (Liga.net, September 19, 2017).

Russia undertook its health-care reform efforts earlier 
than Ukraine. And in fact, under former President Viktor 
Yanukovych, Ukraine actually considered copying Russia’s 
reform model – a move then proposed by National Deputy 
Tetiana Bakhteyeva, today a vehement opponent of acting 
Minister Suprun’s health-care reform (Apteka.ua, October 
1, 2012). The Russian reforms represent a strategic project 
personally sponsored by President Vladimir Putin.

The health-care financing system in Russia follows the 
so-called “Bismarck-type” mandatory health insurance 
model, with multiple, tightly regulated insurers adminis-
tered by a special government institution introduced in the 
early 1990s. Ukraine, on the other hand, has chosen a sys-
tem closer to the “William Beveridge model,” originated in 
the United Kingdom, Denmark and Norway. This latter 
model is based on centralized budget financing – for exam-
ple as in the U.K.’s National Health Service – and provides 
the government with more ability to control costs. 

Both health-care models were discussed in Ukraine 
prior to the 2013-2014 Maidan revolution (Apteka.ua, July 
30, 2012), but Dr. Suprun ultimately chose the one that vir-
tually decouples Ukraine from Russia. Thus, in the newly 
reformed health-care system, the Ukrainian state will pur-
chase services for guaranteed primary, urgent and pallia-
tive care, as well as base specialty care from both state-
owned and private medical facilities through the new 
National Health Service agency. Clinics and Ukrainian resi-
dents will register primary contracts through the new 
online E-Health system by January 1, 2018. Each family 
physician in the country will be allowed to have no more 
than 2,000 patients, and the clinic where the doctor works 
will receive 370 hrv ($15) per patient. Oleksandr 
Yabchanka, an advisor to the acting Ukrainian minister of 
health, notes that, in 2018-2020, the government will cal-

culate the rates at which it will purchase secondary and 
specialized tertiary care services. Based on these rates, 
contracts with providers will be signed starting in 2020. 
The funding will be allocated from unified social tax contri-
butions (author’s interview, November 5).

Meanwhile, the Russian system has shown systemic 
flaws. For one thing, reform efforts have resulted in mas-
sive cuts to health-care expenditures. According to Novaya 
Gazeta, this year Russia has cut federal budget funding for 
outpatient clinics by 39 percent – 68.995 billion rubles 
($1.166 billion) this year, compared to 113.4 billion ($1.92 
billion) the year before. Similarly, funding for research has 
dropped by 21 percent in 2017 compared to 2016 – 
19.394 billion rubles ($320 million) versus 16.028 billion 
rubles ($270 million), respectively (Novaya Gazeta, 
October 19, 2016). The government has made insurers 
responsible for administering primary health care, medical 
aid quality control and even the administration of financial 
penalties. But the private sector has been trying to mini-
mize payments for health-care services, forcing these to be 
supplemented by federal and regional budget subsidies 
(RIA Novosti, December 20, 2016). In order to ease the 
burden somewhat on state budgets, Russia is currently 
looking at the possibility of adopting a co-payment system, 
whereby patients pay a symbolic portion of their medical 
costs, with the substantial remainder covered by insurance 
or the government (Medportal.ru, October 17).

Ukraine hopes to eventually introduce the co-payment 
principle into its health-care as well. If ultimately adopted, 
this will make Ukraine’s system more like the National 
Health Insurance model that exists in Canada. However, 
despite public opinion surveys showing support for such a 
system (see Eurasia Daily Monitor, September 13; Moz.gov.
ua, October 20), Ukrainian Parliament members have yet 
to pass any legislation on health-care co-payment, thus vir-
tually guaranteeing that the current system of informal, 
out-of-pocket payments (paid by virtually all Ukrainians 

Ukrainian Canadian Congress Daily Briefing

OTTAWA – The Ukraine-NATO Interparliamentary 
Council (UNIC) met on November 28 in Brussels. Following 
the meeting, UNIC co-chairs Sen. Raynell Andreychuk 
(Canada) and National Deputy Iryna Gerashchenko 
(Ukraine) released a statement, which read in part:

“During our meeting today, we reaffirmed our commit-
ment to support Ukraine’s Euro-Atlantic integration through 
parliamentary cooperation. The Annual National Program 
(ANP) and Comprehensive Assistance Package (CAP) pro-
vide tailored tools for extensive NATO-Ukraine cooperation.

Their scope extends not just to security and defense 
matters, but also to the broader political, economic and 
legislative framework needed to ensure that the reform of 
Ukraine’s security and defense sector is sustainable and 
affordable, and incorporates best practices of civilian con-
trol as well as democratic and parliamentary oversight.

In this sense, NATO-Ukraine cooperation supports 
Ukraine’s broader reform efforts, as well as the goals set in 
the EU-Ukraine Association Agreement. 

We urge Ukrainian authorities to use the full potential of 
the ANP and the CAP, maintain the coherence and pace of 
reforms, and focus on the implementation of agreed priori-
ties. ...

In turn, we urge Allied governments to deliver on the 
assistance pledged to Ukraine, and increase their support 
for Kyiv’s efforts towards maximum institutional rap-
prochement with NATO. To this end, we urge Allies to 
maintain the pace and intensity of the NATO-Ukraine polit-
ical dialogue and cooperation at all levels. ...

As we have again today, we continue to condemn 
Russia’s illegal occupation of Crimea and direct support for 
members of the illegal armed groups operating in the 
region, as well as its use of cyber and information warfare 
and other destabilizing actions. We remain firm in our sup-
port for Ukraine’s independence and territorial integrity. 
The full implementation of the Minsk agreements through 
the consolidation of the Normandy format and other 
mechanisms remains the best way forward in the occupied 
part of Donbas.”

(Continued on page 13)
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by Natalia Voronka Bilash

KERHONKSON, N.Y. – The 35th annual national convention of Plast 
Ukrainian Scouting Organization in the U.S.A. was held over the week-
end of October 20-21 at Soyuzivka Heritage Center in Kerhonkson, N.Y. 
Members from various branches of Plast came together to report on 
activities of the previous year and to decide on the organization’s goals 
for the upcoming year. 

The annual convention, known as Krayovyi Plastovyi Zyizd, is a forum 
for discussion of resolutions regarding programs for Ukrainian scouts in 

the United States and for making changes 
within the organization. Representatives of 
all Ukrainian scouts – delegates of Plast 
branches and groups, and of young adult 
and senior sororities and fraternities, as 
well as members of the Plast National 
Board of Directors participated in the con-

ference. Representatives of the World Plast 
Executive also attended.

The current chair/chief corporate officer 
of Plast U.S.A., George Huk, addressed con-
vention participants and thanked everyone 
for their teamwork in the organization, 
which is thriving. He also stressed the 
importance of improving Plast educational 
programs for both cub scouts and scouts. 

Various committees were formed on 
Saturday to discuss issues concerning 
camps, youth programs, amendments to 
the by-laws and finances. Later in the day, 
the committees presented the results of 
their discussions and recommendations. 

Late on Saturday afternoon, convention 
participants attended liturgy at Holy 
Trinity Ukrainian Catholic Church. The pas-
tor, the Rev. Dr. Ivan Kaszczak, who is 
Plast’s chaplain and a member of the 
Khmelnychenky fraternity, officiated. 

That evening’s program included a ban-
quet and an indoor  “vatra” (campfire) in 
Soyuzivka’s Main House lobby that was 
prepared by young adult Plast members. 
The vatra was very jovial with lots of sing-
ing and laughter, and the evening ended 
with the traditional “Nich Vzhe Ide.” 

During the convention it was reported 
that several new Plast groups are being 
formed, including a group in Sloatsburg, N.Y., 
which will be operating as part of Plast’s 
Yonkers branch, and another in Lindenhurst, 
N.Y.  There is interest in Plast activity also in 
other parts of the United States; thus, Plast 
is growing and expanding its footprint. 

To commemorate the 100th anniversary 
of the date (April 29, 1918) when Ukrainian 
sailors raised the Ukrainian national flag on 
all the ships of the Black Sea Fleet, 2018 has 
been declared the Year of Sea Scouting. 

On Sunday, convention delegates re-
elected Mr. Huk as chair/chief corporate 
officer of the Plast National Board of 
Directors and Dr. Christine Kochan as chair 
of the Plast National Council. 

For more on the Plast National Board of 
Directors and the 35th annual convention 
of Plast U.S.A., readers may log on to www.
plastusa.org. 

Natalia Voronka Bilash is the director of 
press and publications on the Plast National 
Board of Directors in the U.S.A.

The new leadership of Plast Ukrainian Scouting Organization in the U.S.A. is sworn 
into office.

Andrea Zharovsky

Plast Ukrainian Scouting Organization holds annual convention at Soyuzivka

Delegates follow the discussion during the conference.

Taking advantage of a beautiful day at 
Soyuzivka, members of the Plast by-laws 

committee meet outside.

Marta Kuzmowycz

Andrea Zharovsky
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lights of the “solid financial performance” 
noted by this executive officer were: five 
consecutive years of net profit of $1 million 
annually; total net admitted assets of $186 
million; expenses that were below projec-
tions; and a strong investment portfolio.

The last report of the day was delivered 
by the editor-in-chief of the UNA’s two offi-
cial publications, Roma Hadzewycz, who 
noted that while the number of subscribers 
to the print editions of both papers was 
down, the number of online subscribers is 
steadily growing, albeit significantly more so 
for The Ukrainian Weekly. On the Svoboda 
side, she cited more bylines from more 
diverse venues, for example, the Ukrainian 
communities in Portugal and Italy. “Our goal 
continues to be to get more news from dias-
pora communities worldwide in order to 
make Svoboda a global newspaper,” Ms. 
Hadzewycz said.

On Saturday morning, General Assembly 
members heard the report of the Auditing 
Committee, as delivered by Mr. Serba, who 
spoke on behalf of his absent colleagues 
Slavko Tysiak and Andrew Gavdanovich. In 
2017, he said, the auditors examined the 
UNA’s employee benefits.

Afterwards, GA members also heard a 
presentation by Advisor Szul, a lawyer, who 
updated them on the corporate governance 
structure that is to be implemented by the 

UNA. He provided details on the General 
Assembly that, if the proposed by-laws 
changes are enacted, would be composed 
of a Corporate Board of Directors, Audit 
Committee and Fraternal Advisory Board.

The final sessions of the annual meeting 
were devoted to the reports of the 
Organizing/Fraternal, Publications and 
Financial committees, which had met during 
the course of the two days.

The Financial Committee (Ms. Lisovich, 
Messrs. Kaczaraj, Koziupa, Groch and Serba) 
reviewed the projected budget for 2018 and 
presented it to the General Assembly, which 
voted its approval.

The Publications Committee (Mmes. 
Lisovich, Horbaty, Puzyk, Lew and 
Hadzewycz, Messrs. Koziupa, Symczyk, 
Serba and Pishko) recommended ways to 
increase renewals of subscriptions and 
attract new subscribers to the UNA’s news-
papers; proposed starting a Facebook page 
for Svoboda; and suggested hiring additional 
personnel to solicit advertisers for the news-
papers. The committee also recommended 
that a standing committee on the UNA’s pub-
lications be formed to work year-round on 
the delineated tasks and recommendations.

The Organizing/Fraternal Committee this 
year included all the members of the 

General Assembly. Among other things, it 
recommended that: the upcoming UNA con-
vention should include a training program 
for branch secretaries; the UNA’s online 
resource center be updated to allow com-
munication among branches and sharing of 
information; the UNA Manual on Branches 
(an appendix to the UNA By-Laws) be 
updated to reflect current practices and 
needs; and that holiday cards be sent to 
Ukrainians serving in the armed forces.

After adjournment of the meeting, the 
UNA General Assembly enjoyed an elegant 
dinner prepared by chef Andrey Sonevytsky 
and staff.

(Continued from page 1)

UNA General Assembly...

Participating in the annual meeting (from left) are: Luba Walchuk, Bohdana Puzyk, Eugene Serba and Andrij Szul.

Seen during the business sessions are: Nicholas Fil, Ewhen Osidacz, Julian Pishko, Gloria Horbaty, Luba Poniatyszyn Keske and Maya Lew.

During the UNA General Assembly sessions (from left) are: President Stefan Kaczaraj, First Vice-President Michael Koziupa, Second Vice-President Eugene Oscislawski, 
Director for Canada Myron Groch, National Secretary Yuriy Symczyk and Treasurer Roma Lisovich.

Roma Hadzewycz

Seen during the business sessions are: Nicholas Fil, Ewhen Osidacz, Julian Pishko, Gloria Horbaty, Luba Poniatyszyn Keske and Maya Lew.Seen during the business sessions are: Nicholas Fil, Ewhen Osidacz, Julian Pishko, Gloria Horbaty, Luba Poniatyszyn Keske and Maya Lew.Seen during the business sessions are: Nicholas Fil, Ewhen Osidacz, Julian Pishko, Gloria Horbaty, Luba Poniatyszyn Keske and Maya Lew.Seen during the business sessions are: Nicholas Fil, Ewhen Osidacz, Julian Pishko, Gloria Horbaty, Luba Poniatyszyn Keske and Maya Lew.
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During a whirlwind U.S. book tour in late October, Anne Applebaum – author, 
journalist, historian, columnist, professor – introduced her groundbreaking new 
book, “Red Famine: Stalin’s War on Ukraine,” to diverse audiences, Ukrainian and 
non-Ukrainian alike, and was featured in quite a few broadcast, print and online 
news media. Nearly seven years in the marking, “Red Famine” presents conclusive 
evidence that the Holodomor was genocide committed against the Ukrainian 
nation; furthermore, it says the Holodomor was part of a larger plan.

As Ms. Applebaum told her audience at Harvard, “Within six months [after 
Stalin decided to increase the grain quotas for Ukraine and to seize everything edi-
ble] more than 4 million Ukrainians died. But famine was only half the story. While 
peasants were dying in the countryside, the Soviet secret police, the same people 
who were organizing the Famine, simultaneously launched an attack on the 
Ukrainian intellectuals and political elite. All of these people including professors, 
museum curators, writers, artists, priest, theologians, public officials, bureaucrats, 
and anyone who had promoted the Ukrainian language or history or had worked 
for Ukrainian independence were publicly vilified, jailed, sent to labor camps or 
executed.” Ms. Applebaum pointed out that “Raphael Lemkin, the Polish-Jewish 
lawyer who invented the word ‘genocide,’ spoke of Stalin’s assault on Ukraine as 
the ‘classic example’ of his concept.” She argued: “It is a case of genocide, of 
destruction, not of individuals only, but of a culture and a nation.” An entire gener-
ation was wiped out as “Stalin tried to destroy the Ukrainian national identity” and 
to get rid of the “Ukrainian problem.”

Timothy Snyder of Yale University, writing in The Washington Post, noted that, 
“Until the Holocaust, the great famine in Soviet Ukraine was the largest policy of 
mass killing in Europe in the 20th century” and said of Ms. Applebaum’s book: “…
she rightly insists that the deliberate starvation of the Ukrainian peasants was part 
of a larger policy against the Ukrainian nation. …The first show trial directed 
against Ukrainian culture was organized in 1930. Applebaum counts 200,000 
arrests in the Ukrainian republic at the time of the famine, directed disproportion-
ately at the new Ukrainian schools, publishing houses, newspapers and museums. 
Important backers of Ukrainian culture committed suicide; the great writers and 
artists who survived were murdered in the Great Terror a few years later.”

“Red Famine” has earned great reviews. The New York Times columnist Bret 
Stephens called it a “brilliant new history of the deliberate policy of mass starva-
tion inflicted on Ukraine by Joseph Stalin in the early 1930s.” The New Republic’s 
David Patrikarakos said the book, “stands both as a work of huge historical impor-
tance and contemporary relevance,” and “is a book of great emotional power, 
which stems directly from Applebaum’s willingness to give space to Ukrainian 
voices.” Writing in the National Review, Andrew Stuttaford commented: “ ‘Red 
Famine’ is powerfully written, extensively researched and, frequently, painful 
reading. It tells of a meticulous annihilation that tore a nation away from its tradi-
tions, its language, its morality, its past, its future, its everything…”

 “Red Famine” is a valuable follow-up to “The Harvest of Sorrow” by Robert 
Conquest. Indeed, it goes beyond that landmark work in drawing on recently 
opened Soviet-era archives in Ukraine to relate not only that the Famine-Genocide 
happened but to explain why it happened.

That is why, at the presentation of the 2017 Antonovych Foundation Award, 
Ukrainian Vice Prime Minister for European and Euro-Atlantic Integration Ivanna 
Klympush-Tsintsadze quite fittingly described Ms. Applebaum as “a historian that 
is bringing more truth to the world about my country” and helping to return 
Ukraine “to the cultural and historical map of Europe and the whole world.”

For her monumental work on “Red Famine,” Ms. Applebaum (and all those who 
played a role in the publication of this essential book – individuals, research insti-
tutions, foundations, etc.), we offer our sincere thanks and congratulations. 

The Ukrainian Weekly

Last year, on December 1, 2016, President Vladimir Putin 
endorsed a new foreign policy doctrine that accused the United 
States and its allies of undermining “global stability” by trying to 
“contain” Russia. The doctrine was published by the Russian gov-
ernment and continued a steady ratcheting up of rhetoric toward 
the West in official policy documents amid a sharp deterioration 

in Moscow’s relations with the U.S. and the European Union in recent years.
Mr. Putin said that Moscow “does not accept attempts to apply military, political, eco-

nomic or other pressure and reserves the right to react harshly to unfriendly actions, 
including by strengthening national defenses and adopting tit-for-tat or asymmetrical 
measures.” The previous doctrine, released in 2013, had much of the same language as the 
one released in 2016 and mirrored his national security strategy that was published in 
December 2015.

The new doctrine raised the stakes when it comes to pressure on Moscow by the U.S. and 
its allies, which have targeted Russia with sanctions over its illegal annexation of Crimea in 
2014 and its military support for militants in the occupied regions of eastern Ukraine.

“The policy of the United States and its allies to contain Russia and apply political, eco-
nomic, informational and other pressure undermines regional and global stability,” the 
2016 document said. 

The Kremlin and senior Russian officials had voiced optimism about the prospects of 
rapprochement with Washington under the administration of President-elect Donald 
Trump, but there has been no change in course from Moscow. 

Dec.
1

2016

Turning the pages back...

Ukrainian Canadian Congress

The statement below was released by the 
Ukrainian Canadian Congress on November 
24. 

On Saturday, November 25, Canada com-
memorates Holodomor Memorial Day. In 
1932-1933, millions of Ukrainians – chil-
dren, women and men – were murdered by 
the Soviet regime of Joseph Stalin.

The Ukrainian nation was condemned to 
death by starvation because of the 
Ukrainian people’s aspiration for indepen-
dence and their desire to maintain their 
culture and traditions and speak their lan-
guage.

In 1932-1933, the borders of Ukraine 
were sealed, all grain and food was confis-
cated, and the Ukrainian people starved. 
Those who resisted were executed or sent 
to hard labor in the Gulag. To break the 
resistance of the Ukrainian people to Soviet 
rule, the totalitarian Communist regime 
turned food into a weapon. In one of histo-
ry’s greatest crimes, the Soviet regime com-
mitted genocide against a nation of grain 
growers who sought to live free on their 
own land.

Despite the Soviet attempts to destroy 
the Ukrainian nation, the Ukrainian people 
persevered and, decades later, won their 
independence.

Today that independence is again under 
threat from Russia’s tyranny. The people of 
Ukraine are once more forced to defend 
their homeland against Russian imperial-
ism. In Ukraine’s east, Russia wages a bru-
tal war of aggression, seeking again to sub-
jugate Ukraine to Moscow’s rule. A genera-
tion of Ukrainians again takes up arms in 
courageous defense of their freedom and 
right to self-determination. With God’s 
help, they will be victorious.

On Holodomor Memorial Day, we gather 
in our communities to pay tribute to the 
memory of the millions of innocent victims 
of the Holodomor Famine Genocide 1932-
1933. We honor the survivors of the 
Holodomor, whose courage in sharing their 
story has educated the world about this 
genocide. We strengthen our commitment 

to ensuring that crimes such as the 
Holodomor never happen again. And we 
pray that peace soon returns to Ukraine.

May the memory of the victims be eter-
nal!

Ukrainian World Congress
The statement below by the Ukrainian 

World Congress was released on November 
22.

On Saturday, November 25, 2017, the 
international community will unite with 
Ukrainians worldwide in remembrance of 
the victims of the 1932-1933 Holodomor, 
the Famine-Genocide that left a nation 
scarred but not defeated in its determina-
tion to live in dignity and freedom.

As we mark the 84th anniversary of this 
genocide, we also begin a yearlong com-
memoration leading to the 85th anniversa-
ry of the Holodomor that will culminate in 
November 2018.

In describing the horrors of the 
Holodomor in her recently published “Red 
Famine: Stalin’s War on Ukraine,” Anne 
Applebaum describes the brigades who 
came house to house to search for and con-
fiscate food from the starving: “With each 
passing day, demands became angrier, the 
language ruder: Why haven’t you disap-
peared yet? Why haven’t you dropped dead 
yet? Why are you alive at all?”

Despite the decades-long efforts by 
Communist authorities to eradicate the 
Ukrainian people, and attempts by other 
contemporary forces to disinform and 
erase from human memory the crimes of 
the Holodomor, today the truth of the 
Holodomor is well documented, and with 
continued education and discussion will 
contribute to a better understanding of 
both the past and the present.

Ukrainians remain united in the fight 
against the hybrid war of the Russian 
Federation, which continues its efforts to 
undermine Ukraine’s sovereignty and dis-
credit the nation in the eyes of the world. It 
is the obligation of every individual living in 
the free world to heed the lessons of the 

FOR THE RECORD: Statements
on Holodomor Memorial Day

(Continued on page 13)

Thank you, Anne Applebaum

Presidential Administration of Ukraine

KYIV – On November 25, President Petro Poroshenko honored the victims of the 
Holodomor, or forced famine, in which millions of Ukrainians died as a result of the geno-
cidal policies pursued in 1932-1933 by Soviet dictator Joseph Stalin and carried out by his 
henchmen. The president laid ears of wheat and viburnum (kalyna) at the memorial cross 
on St. Michael’s Square in Kyiv. November 25 was Holodomor Remembrance Day, which 
is observed in Ukraine annually on the fourth Saturday in November.

 Holodomor Remembrance Day in Kyiv

(Continued on page 13)
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Dear Editor:
Thanks to the Ukrainian Partnership Program, 

established in 2013 by Tamara Denysenko and Dr. 
George Eisen, former director of the Center for 
International Education at Nazareth College in 
Rochester, N.Y., students from the National 
University of Ostroh Academy have the opportuni-
ty to study at Nazareth College for the next five 
years tuition free during the spring semester. A 
special Nazareth grant provides funding for half 
the cost of room and board. Thanks to the generos-
ity of Greater Rochester Ukrainian community 
donors, the Ukrainian Language Society and the 
Ukrainian National Foundation’s Ostroh Fund, 
$5,000 was raised to cover the other half of room 
and board, travel, books and out-of-pocket expens-
es. Dmytro Baida was the first Ostroh student to 
benefit from this program; he completed the 2017 
spring semester at Nazareth.

Ostroh Academy student Kateryna Basiuk of the 
Department of Romance and Germanic Languages 
was selected to be the second exchange student for 
the 2018 spring semester at Nazareth College.

Rochester’s Ukrainian American community 
raised another $3,500 required by Nazareth 
College to cover half the cost for room and board. 
The Ostroh Fund of the Ukrainian National 
Foundation (an affiliated company of the 

Ukrainian National Association that performs 
charitable activities on its behalf) awards a sti-
pend for books and out-of-pocket expenses, and 
the Ukrainian Language Society will donate $1,000 
to pay travel expenses. 

Ms. Basiuk says she is delighted to have been 
chosen and looks forward to study the differences 
in educational systems and to sharing the informa-
tion with her fellow students in both the U.S.A. and 
at Ostroh. Her ultimate goal is to be worthy of 
teaching at Ostroh Academy after she finishes her 
studies.

Prof. Vira Bodnaruk
Venice, Fla.

The letter-writer is president of the Ukrainian 
Language Society-U.S.A.

Ostroh Academy student
at Nazareth College

 LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Kateryna Basiuk, a student of the National 
University of Ostroh Academy.

Quotable notes
…Russia’s willingness to exploit the vulnerabilities of critical 

civilian infrastructure by moving its forces closer to the Donetsk 
Water Filtration Station, and staging heavy caliber guns in densely 
populated areas, leaves the civilian population exposed to uncon-
scionable danger. ...

We all know the truth: this is Russia’s conflict, but it is unwilling to 
make even simple moves to reduce tensions. Russia refuses to order 
the forces it arms, trains, leads and fights alongside to agree to the 
establishment of safety zones around critical infrastructure, or the 
withdrawal of forces in areas with dense civilian populations. 

…The calculated way Russia deploys its forces near infrastructure 
and along the contact line exacerbates the risk of environmental 
disaster and disruption of water supply to hundreds of thousands of 
people on both sides of the contact line. Russia’s actions also heighten 
the danger of civilian casualties from shelling. ...

Russia has detained dozens of Ukrainians on a variety of baseless 
pretexts. The United States is deeply concerned that a Moscow court 
may sentence journalist Roman Sushchenko to up to 20 years impris-
onment on fabricated charges of espionage. We call on Russia to drop 
these charges. The United States is also following the cases of Mykola 
Karpiuk and Stanislav Klykh, who were convicted in May 2016 on 
bogus “terrorism” charges. We call on Russia to return both men to 
Ukraine. …

Despite its unsuccessful attempts to convince us of the contrary, 
and to distract us from the realities of the situation, it is clear that the 
Russian Federation has manufactured and sustained this conflict 
from the start. The brazen violation of Ukraine’s sovereignty and ter-
ritorial integrity, along with the seizure and occupation of Crimea, 
remains Europe’s 21st century example of the dangers of aggression. 

– Statement by the U.S. Mission to the Organization for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe delivered to the OSCE Permanent Council in 
Vienna on November 23 by Chargé d’Affaires Harry Kamian.

envoy said that “anti-corruption… can’t be the be all and end 
all of the country’s existence.” Otherwise, Kyiv risks becom-
ing obsessed with the issue to the exclusion of all others – 
“you can’t be a Manichean absolutist either,” he said.

Referring, for example, to the new Supreme Court that 
was created in which it emerged that about 25 percent of 
judges have questionable pasts, Mr. Waschuk said if “you 
set the expectation that not a single problematic person 
will end up in one of Ukraine’s institutions or else then 
stop the project, that is not realistic.”

A special bilateral relationship

That’s why Canada, where 3 percent – or 1.3 million 
people – identify as Ukrainian, has devoted more than 
$700 million in much-needed assistance to Kyiv since 
2014. Fifty-seven percent of that has gone towards provid-
ing low-interest loans to help Ukraine stabilize its economy.

The latter is tied to one of the ambassador’s favorite 
projects. Canada’s technical assistance arm, known as CIDA 
(Canadian International Development Agency), has 
enjoyed success with building co-ops among small- and 
medium-sized farms to help the much-touted industry 
become competitive and gain better access to markets.

One example he gives, which one could “touch, taste and 
smell,” is a western Ukrainian couple that used the money 
they earned while living in Italy to set up a dairy farm with 
a loan from the project.

The wife makes mozzarella cheese and used the bor-
rowed money to build a modern barn for their cows. Their 
enterprise helps the village by stimulating the rural econo-
my, employing people along the way in what Mr. Waschuk 
called a “virtuous cycle.”

Another less “visible,” yet equally effective, project is 
EDGE, or Expert Deployment for Governance and 
Economic Growth. Its main premise is to parachute experts 
into Ukraine to help with reform in a particular field.

It draws on foreigners as well as qualified Ukrainian 
experts who can offer “advice on cracking policy issues,” 
said the diplomat, who first served in Moscow in 1987 as 
second secretary for politics.

In one case, Chicago-born ex-Finance Minister Natalie 
Jaresko received two experts who helped show her how to 
run her ministry. She was widely credited for restructuring 
Ukraine’s external debt with foreign Eurobond holders.

“Right now, we’re working on deinstitutionalizing 
Ukrainian orphanages,” Ambassador Waschuk said. “We’re 
finding a way of dismantling the system and moving to fos-
ter care and smaller group homes. We’re funding a policy 
unit that’s doing just that.”

Another beneficiary is the State Fiscal Service, which 
has a team helping it make tax collection easier and fairer.

Canadian experts were also vital in rolling out the 
nation’s new police patrol with experts, some of them from 
the diaspora, and by providing what the native 
Torontonian calls “aftercare” with the Royal Canadian 
Mounted Police. Canadian armed service units have also 
trained their Ukrainian counterparts at the tactical level 
and are helping elevate the importance of non-commis-
sioned officers and making them more interoperable with 
NATO armies.

Aside from the Yavoriv training base in Lviv Oblast, 
Canada has or is geographically branching out to train 
Ukrainian military personnel in Desna near Kyiv, the Odesa 
Military Academy, and unexploded ordinance and demin-
ing experts in Kamianets-Podilsky.

Commenting on Ukraine’s military, Mr. Waschuk said that 
a lot of the “things at the tactical level have advanced a lot.”

He added: “A lot of the internal systems are still old 
school. That’s where we’re looking to see where the 
Ukrainians are who want to change. Part of it is having peo-
ple here on rotations long enough… so that they could get 
to know people and identify who are the change agents 
and work with them and not at them.”

Diaspora connections

Given the role that Ukrainians in Canada had in building 
the country makes the ethnic group one of the most visible 
of any in a Western country, according to Ambassador 

Waschuk.
“It’s a huge asset… it’s a driver of political interest in 

Ukraine,” he said.
There are Ukrainian Canadian members of Parliament, 

the foreign affairs minister, Chrystia Freeland, is of 
Ukrainian extraction. The House of Commons speaker’s 
wife has a Ukrainian background.

Across the ocean, Torontonian Daniel Bilak, a lawyer, 
heads Ukraine’s investment promotion office under the 
prime minister, and one of his deputies, Lubomyr 
Markevych, also a trained lawyer, hails from Canada as well.

“In a way, people with a diaspora background here are 
cultural interpreters,” the Canadian envoy said. “They 
know about not only the successes but the failures of the 
past 25 years.”

Many in the diaspora are often prone to what he calls 
the “panakhyda culture” given Ukraine’s turbulent history 
up to the recent unprovoked war with Russia that has 
killed more than 10,220 Ukrainians in the easternmost 
regions of Donbas, according to United Nations data.

“I would say that people were able to compartmentalize 
it. Whereas, victimhood can be a driver, it can’t be what 
about all you’re. Ukrainians obviously have gone through 
very difficult times… but… they got to be creators, they got 
to be doers, they got to be subjects, not objects,” Mr. 
Waschuk said.

Canada’s 97 percent

Yet the diplomat emphasizes the larger part of Canada 
that is forging ties with Ukraine, especially since a bilateral 
free trade agreement that usually totals about $300 million 
in annual trade volume went into force this year.

“So, Ukrainians are really impressed by the significant 
contribution Ukrainians have made to the building of 
Canada. But they shouldn’t allow that to blind them to all 
the other opportunities our country offers,” he said.

Fairfax Financial Holdings is one Canadian institutional 
investor making headway in Ukraine. Its run by someone 
the Canadian media call the country’s Warren Buffet – 
Indian-born Prem Watsa, whose first employer upon emi-
grating to Canada was of Ukrainian descent.

Fairfax owns a third of Ukraine’s Astarta, the nation’s 
largest sugar and milk producer. It bought a Ukrainian 
insurance firm and is mulling other investment opportuni-
ties in the agricultural and food industry.

“That’s the kind of butterfly-wing ripple effect that you 
have in Canada of people who have come into positive con-
tact with Ukrainians or Ukrainian Canadians at some point, 
then they apply that in looking at the country itself,” the 
diplomat said.

Noting that 97 percent of Canada’s population of 37 mil-
lion aren’t of Ukrainian extraction, Ambassador Waschuk 
emphasized: “we’re drawing on all of Canada” in fostering 
relations between the two countries.

(Continued from page 1)

Canadian ambassador...

Canadian Ambassador Roman Waschuk in Kyiv on 
November 11 stands with his wife, Oksana, and two 
high-ranking Royal Canadian Mounted Police officers 
who have taken part in helping Ukraine’s police reform, 

Bruce Kirkpatrick (left) and Orest Hnatkiv (right). 

Courtesy of Roman Waschuk
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Washington roundtable focuses on social cohesion in Ukraine
by Andrij Dobriansky

UCCA

WASHINGTON – The Center for U.S.-
Ukraine Relations (CUSUR) hosted its 18th 
roundtable conference in Washington, con-
tinuing on a theme established three years 
ago – “Ukraine’s Quest for Mature Nation 
Statehood.” Over the course of the late 
morning and afternoon on October 12, 20 
scholars and diplomats took part in two 
panel discussions and three highlight pre-
sentations focusing on the issue of “Social 
Cohesion in Contemporary Ukraine.”

This roundtable conference coincided 
with several additional events in 
Washington, including UCCA’s Ukrainian 
Day advocacy event on October 11, as well 
as the Open World Leadership Center’s visit 
of 20 Ukrainian activists currently in train-
ing in Kansas, Illinois and Colorado. Many 
participants of both groups attended the 
conference and participated in the open 
forum of questions and answers following 
each presentation.

Prof. Walter Zaryckyj of CUSUR wel-
comed the conference attendees and sum-
marized the broad discussions of the earlier 
“Quest” roundtables. Tamara Olexy, director 
of the Ukrainian Congress Committee of 
America’s (UCCA) National Office, intro-
duced Andrii Levus, a member of Ukraine’s 
Parliament, former vice-chairman of 
Security Service of Ukraine (SBU) and an 
active leader of the Maidan Self-Defense 
Corps during the Revolution of Dignity. Mr. 
Levus drew on his understanding of that 
revolution, describing its spirit as the basis 
of Ukraine’s modern civil society. 

While the activists who occupied Kyiv’s 
Maidan of Independence were a collection 
of people from different social strata, 
adherents of different religious faiths and 
conversant in many languages, he 
explained that their experience on the 
Maidan, as well as subsequently, during 
their defense against Russia’s recent mili-
tary aggression, served to unite the 
Ukrainian nation as one in a manner that 
had not happened since Ukraine regained 
independence. In his estimation, the 
Ukrainian nation – government and civil 
society – errs whenever it deviates from 
the principles expressed on the Maidan.

Adrian Karmazyn of the U.S.-Ukraine 
Foundation moderated the first panel dis-
cussion of the day, “Taking Measure of 
Actual and Potential Social Divisions in 
Ukraine.” 

Adrian Karatnycky, senior fellow at the 
Atlantic Council, focused on class associa-
tions in Ukraine, where he said nearly 80 

percent of Ukrainians live on the margins of 
the economic spectrum. On the issue of the 
recent education reforms passed by 
Ukraine’s Parliament, Mr. Karatnycky point-
ed out that, for all of the outrage recently 
expressed about the right of minority lan-
guages in Ukraine, this legislation included 
only a “fairly modest” change when man-
dating that Ukraine language education 
begin in high school. Considering the lack 
of common understanding in some fields of 
industry or areas of the country, he did not 
view such a standard as either harsh or 
excessive in comparison to true language 
repression. 

Both Herman Pirchner of the American 
Foreign Policy Council and Glen Howard of 
the Jamestown Foundation expounded on 
their most recent fact-finding missions to 
Ukraine, which focused on the state of 
Ukraine’s armed forces. In their estimation, 
the recent transformation of Ukraine’s mili-
tary services to a modern fighting force 
cannot be undervalued. However, as within 
other government departments, the need 
to root out corruption in the defense sector 
is paramount for this transformation to 
succeed. 

In his remarks, Lewis Madanick of the 
Open World Leadership Center attempted 
to look ahead to the 2019 election cycles in 
Ukraine, determining which political par-
ties or personalities could best harness a 
transformed Ukrainian society four years 
after the Revolution of Dignity and Russia’s 
military invasion and current occupation. 
Political analysis, he said, should include 

the 2 million people displaced from Crimea 
and the occupied territories in the Donetsk 
and Luhansk oblasts. 

Lastly, Myroslava Gongadze, head of 
Voice of America’s Ukrainian Service, went 
into detail about the gulf exhibited between 
Ukrainian society and the government, 
both before the Revolution of Dignity and 
after. Of note, she said, is the remaining def-
icit in Ukraine’s civil society of leaders and 
analysts with experience in the military 
and national security sector. Whereas 
Western countries such as the United 
States have a long record of civilian involve-
ment in military affairs, Ms. Gongadze 
traced this gap in Ukraine to a legacy whose 
origins predate Ukraine’s independence.

During the question-and-answer period 
following this panel, journalist Irene 
Jarosewich focused on gender roles in 
Ukraine. According to figures she provided, 
women are responsible for nearly all the 
fresh fruit and vegetable production in 
Ukraine, as well as for an equally large pro-
portion of livestock cultivation. Given their 
outsized role in maintaining the nation’s 
economy, there exists a deficit in the role of 
women in government and other sectors 
that should be addressed on a national 
level. In response to Ms. Jarosewich, Ms. 
Gongadze leaned into her microphone and 
succinctly stated, “I agree.”

Following a lunch break, the room over-
flowed with additional attendees arriving 
in time to hear remarks by Josef Zissels, 
head of the Association of Jewish 
Organizations and Communities of Ukraine 

and a founding member of the December 
First Initiative. Following a brief introduc-
tion by Roman Popadiuk, former ambassa-
dor of the United States to Ukraine (1992-
1993), Mr. Zissels presented his views on 
the present Presidential Administration of 
Ukraine, Ukraine’s civil society and the 
interrelation between the two, following 
three years of societal transformation. 

In response to his presentation, one of 
the Open World delegates in attendance 
rose to validate the existence of a robust 
civil society in Ukraine, describing the swift 
citizen mobilization in her hometown that 
managed to respond to a fire faster than the 
local authorities.

The afternoon’s panel discussion was 
moderated by Janusz Bugajski of the Center 
for European Policy Analysis. Broadly cen-
tered on whether a “value-based national 
agenda” could mend remaining fissures in 
Ukrainian society, the panel comprised 
Ambassador William Taylor of the United 
States  Inst i tute  of  Peace;  Orest 
Deychakiwsky, former longtime advisor to 
the U.S. Helsinki Commission; Anders 
Aslund of the Atlantic Council; and Phillip 
Karber, president of the Potomac 
Foundation. 

The final speaker of the day was Julia 
Osmolovska of  the Mykhailevych 
Foundation, who added to the different 
perspectives on Ukraine’s social cohesion 
by presenting both over-all and specific 
views from established voices in Ukrainian 
academia. Her suite of demographic 
research was presented in detailed charts 
and graphs, some of which harkened back 
to themes discussed earlier in the day. Ms. 
Osmolovska’s closing presentation was 
i n t ro d u c e d  by  C U S U R’ s  M yko l a 
Hryckowian, who also contributed to the 
roundtable conference by serving as 
English-language translator for many of the 
day’s speakers.

The daylong event was another collabo-
ration between CUSUR, the American 
Foreign Policy Council (AFPC) and the 
Ukrainian Congress Committee of America 
(UCCA). The Jurkiw Family Fund contribut-
ed generously to financially underwriting 
the event, as did fellow conference patrons, 
Self Reliance New York Federal Credit 
Union, SUMA (Yonkers) Federal Credit 
Union, Selfreliance Ukrainian American 
Federal Credit Union, the Heritage 
Foundation of the First Security Federal 
Savings Bank, Nova Ukraine Federal Credit 
Union, Ukrainian National Federal Credit 
Union, Cleveland Selfreliance Federal Credit 
Union, the Ukrainian National Association 
and the Illinois Division of the UCCA.

The first U.S. ambassador to Ukraine, Roman Popadiuk (left), introduces 
Josef Zissels, head of the Association of Jewish Organizations and 

Communities of Ukraine.

Adrian Karmazyn of the U.S.-Ukraine Foundation (far left) moderates the first panel discus-
sion, whose speakers are (from left) Adrian Karatnycky, senior fellow at the Atlantic Council, 
Herman Pirchner of the American Foreign Policy Council, Glen Howard of the Jamestown 
Foundation, Lewis Madanick of the Open World Leadership Center, and Myroslava Gongadze, 

head of Voice of America’s Ukrainian Service.

Andrij Dobriansky

Prof. Walter Zaryckyj (far left) introduces the final panel. Seated (from left) are: 
Janusz Bugajski of the Center for European Policy Analysis; Anders Aslund of the 
Atlantic Council; Orest Deychakiwsky, former longtime staff on the U.S. Helsinki 
Commission; Ambassador William Taylor of the United States Institute of Peace; and 

Phillip Karber, president of the Potomac Foundation.
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Ukrainian Running Club participates in NYC Marathon
by Stepan Slutsky

NEW YORK – This year, the second 
major event for New York’s Ukrainian 
Running Club (URC) was the club’s partici-
pation in the world-famous New York City 
Marathon, which makes its way through all 
five of the city’s boroughs and this year 
took place on Sunday, November 5. 

While the Vyshyvanka Run, the URC’s 
very successful first major event for 2017, 
was extremely popular and well attended 
simultaneously by Ukrainians from various 
states, it was really more about sharing 
Ukrainian traditions as well as promoting a 
healthy lifestyle for everyone. All ages and 
skill levels were encouraged to take part 
and run the three-mile distance at their 
own pace. 

But the NYC Marathon is a different run, 
as not everyone is willing to take on the 
monumental task of running 42.2 kilome-
ters (or 26.2 miles). Many from the URC, 
however, were willing to take on that task.

Even though many Ukrainians have run 
the marathon before, this year was special 
as a record number of Ukrainian Running 
Club members took part. Last year only 
nine members ran, but this year 44 proud 
members of the URC took part in the 47th 
annual New York City Marathon.

Whether or not they were running in the 
marathon, all members of the club and its 
supporters had several opportunities to 
participate in one way or another.

Located along the marathon route were 
two big “official” URC cheering support 
groups – one on Fourth Avenue and 50th 
Street in Brooklyn and another one on Fifth 
Avenue and 90th Street in Manhattan. You 
could not miss both groups as they had 
numerous Ukrainian flags, noisemakers 
and all sorts of banners and handmade 
signs. Whenever a URC member would run 
by, joyful shouts of encouragement could be 

heard, warm hugs were given, as was any 
other type of support that was needed. 
With such encouragement, the many hours 
of training, the pre-dawn trek to the start 
line and the grueling 26.2-mile run were 
well worth it for all the runners. 

Even the non-member participants from 
Ukraine admitted how uplifting it was to 
experience such patriotic Ukrainian sup-
port and how much more happily, effort-
lessly and joyfully they continued and even-
tually finished the race.

It was possible to promote Ukrainian 
traditions and strengthen the prestige of 
Ukrainian sports in another way as well: by 
participating in the Parade of Nations dur-
ing the official opening of the New York City 
Marathon on Friday, November 3. Even 
though the sizable Ukrainian delegation, 
consisting of guests from Ukraine as well as 

URC members, was not the largest one, it 
undoubtedly was one of the brightest ones 
of the parade. The delegation was led by 
two folk dancers in beautiful Ukrainian cos-
tumes (Angelina Boyko and Nikita 
Zhukovsky) and melodious Ukrainian 
dance music filled the air as our runners 
passed the viewing grandstands. 
Apparently, the organizers of the marathon 
parade enjoyed the Ukrainian music so 
much that they let it continue to play even 
as several delegations of other countries 
passed the main viewing area. 

Peter Ciaccia, president of New York 
Road Runners – the world’s largest running 
club, which annually organizes the NYC 
Marathon – eagerly approached the 
Ukrainian runners and enthusiastically 
shook hands with each one. 

On Sunday, the day of the marathon, 

Ukrainian rock star vocalist Svyatoslav 
Vakarchuk, founder of the popular rock group 
Okean Elzy, joined URC cheering groups in 
supporting all the Ukrainian runners. 

Running or not, all members of the 
Ukrainian Running Club participated in an 
online marathon fund-raising campaign for 
Ukraine. This year’s NYC Marathon was 
dedicated to the children of Ukrainian sol-
diers killed or wounded while defending 
Ukraine against the Russian invaders of the 
Donbas. Over $10,000 was raised for the 
purchase of sneakers and sportswear for 
these children. 

As regards sports achievements, URC 
runners showed some very impressive 
results. Three of the men managed to finish 
in less than three hours (Oleksandr 
Shevchenko – 2:43.06, Alexander Naboka – 
2:51.24, Dmytro Molchanov – 2:53.47), eight 
more runners finished in under three and a 
half hours, while 11 finished in three and a 
half to four hours. On Monday, November 6, 
the day after the marathon, The New York 
Times listed all those runners who finished 
in five hours or less, and among them were 
40 of the 44 URC participants.

Quite a few more Ukrainians ran the 
marathon and posted good times, but are 
not members of the Ukrainian Running 
Club. Any Ukrainians who are planning to 
run next year are welcome to join the URC. 
On next year’s NYC Marathon application, 
simply write URC NY as your running club. 

But why wait until next year? Runners 
are welcome to join URC at any time. The 
Ukrainian Running Club hosts a number of 
diverse sports and fun healthy lifestyle 
activities, including group runs in interest-
ing places throughout the year. Readers can 
learn more about these activities by “liking” 
and following the Ukrainian Running Club 
New York on Facebook.

Translated by Lada Lysniak.

by Lada Lysniak

If someone told Volodymyr Gogilchyn 
that he would be running 26.2 miles in the 
2017 New York City Marathon he would 
have said “impossible,” as just two years 
ago he was suffering from asthma, never 
really exercised and wasn’t able to run fur-
ther than a quarter of a mile.

But on November 5, in four hours, 50 
minutes and 11 seconds Mr. Gogilchyn did 
the impossible. He finished the 47th annual 
NYC Marathon, carrying a Ukrainian flag 
the whole way. 

It was a similar story for Kate Osadchuk. 
Even though it was on her bucket list, two 
years ago she could not have imagined run-
ning 26.2 miles nonstop. But this year she 
did it – in 4:08:02.

So what changed for Ms. Osadchuk and 
Mr. Gogilchyn in those two years? They 
both joined the Ukrainian Running Club 
New York, or URC for short. The founder of 
the club, Anya Shpook, created the running 
club in 2008 for just this reason. Being 
Ukrainian and an avid runner, Ms. Shpook 
wanted to find other Ukrainians in the New 
York area to run and race with, as well as to 
inspire other Ukrainians to do the same. 

Besides Ms. Osadchuk and Mr. Gogilchyn, 
URC members Iryna Palinchak, Andriy 
Stadnyk, Alex Lobash, Tetyana Solopchuk, 
Mila Iakovenko and Darya Karelina were 
also inspired to run their first marathon 
ever here in New York. 

This year a record number of 44 URC 
members ran the NYC Marathon; only nine 
did so last year. Participation in the mara-
thon is growing, as is membership, which 
currently boasts over 70 active members 
who, if they were not running on Sunday in 
the marathon, were supporting those who 
were.

URC had two large support groups – one 
on Fourth Avenue and 50th Street in 
Brooklyn at mile 4.5 and then the whole 
group made its way to continue to cheer at 
mile 23.5 on Fifth Avenue and 90th Street 
in Manhattan. One URC member, Roman 
Pyasta, came all the way from Milwaukee to 
help cheer URC on. The group held hand-
made signs with various messages of 

encouragement in Ukrainian and English 
from “URC U ROCK,” to “My dear Son U can 
do anything! Keep GOING!” – held by Mr. 
Gogilchyn’s mother.

The supporters stayed out there for 
hours just to get a glimpse of a fellow URC 
runner. And when they did, it was a party: 
yelling, screaming, hugging, waving flags, 
snapping pictures and taking videos, but 
most importantly giving the runner energy 
to continue. 

URC member Danielle Buchma said that 
push of energy was exactly what she need-
ed to run 12 minutes faster this year. This 
was her third NYC Marathon, and she ran a 
personal record of 4:23:21. Though it 
wasn’t a personal marathon record for him, 
one of the fastest URC runners, Dmytro 

Molchanov, completed his first NYC 
Marathon in under three hours at 2:53:47. 
A seasoned marathoner, Mr. Molchanov 
said “Most marathons feel like I am running 
by myself, but this time it felt like I was run-
ning it with my family… my URC family.”

Tetiana Samokysh, one of the URC orga-
nizers, was the fastest URC woman to com-
plete the marathon with a time of 3:30:53. 
She said she was so moved by all the love 
and support that she was crying tears of joy 
all along the course. 

Many of the URC marathoners, like 
member Andriy Konderevych wrote 
Facebook posts mentioning the power of 
the blue and yellow along the course that 

Members of Ukrainian Running Club before the opening ceremony of the New York 
City Marathon.

URC cheering support groups on Fourth Avenue and 50th Street in Brooklyn.

URC NY

URC NY

The NYC Marathon: a runner’s perspective

Tetiana Samokysh of URC NY has quali-
fied for the Boston Marathon, by finishing 

in 3:30.53. (Continued on page 18)
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that control the city. “Five of our soldiers 
have died over the past 24 hours,” Oleksandr 
Turchynov, chief of the National Security 
and Defense Council, said in televised 
remarks on November 24. “It is a very seri-
ous problem for us.” He added that “a con-
flict situation is under way between various 
criminal groups that make up the occupa-
tional administration on the occupied terri-
tories.” (RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service, with 
reporting by Reuters, AFP, and TASS)

Ukraine Caucus calls for journalist’s release

On November 21, chairs of the U.S. 
Congressional Ukraine Caucus, Reps. Marcy 
Kaptur (D-Ohio), Andy Harris (R-Md.), 
Sander Levin (D-Mich.), and Brian 
Fitzpatrick (R-Pa.), commented on the tar-
geting of journalists in Russia, including the 
continued imprisonment of Ukrainian jour-
nalist Roman Sushchenko by Russian 
authorities. Their joint statement read: “We 
remain troubled by the targeting and 
detention of journalists by Russian authori-
ties for no crime other than seeking the 
truth. Freedom of the press is a fundamen-
tal principle of democracy, transparency 

and the rule of law. The wrongful treatment 
of journalists like Roman Sushchenko is 
part of a larger trend of politically-motivat-
ed persecution and violation of fundamen-
tal human rights by Russian authorities. We 
join the international community in calling 
for their swift release.” Mr. Sushchenko was 
arrested on September 30, 2016, while on a 
private trip to Moscow by the Russia secu-
rity service known as the FSB on charges of 
espionage. He is being detained in 
Moscow’s Lefortovo Prison and his arrest 
has been prolonged. He is a permanent cor-
respondent of Ukrinform in Paris and has 
worked for the news service for 15 years. 
(Ukrainian Canadian Congress Daily 
Briefing)

MFA protests Sushchenko’s detention

Ukraine’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
(MFA) reacted to the November 27 ruling 
by a Russian court that prolonged the 
detention of Ukrainian journalist Roman 
Sushchenko. “The Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of Ukraine expresses its absolute 
protest regarding the Moscow City Court’s 
ruling as of November 27, 2017, to extend 
the custodial term of Ukrainian journalist 
Roman Sushchenko, who is illegally 
detained in Russia under fabricated charg-
es, for another two-month term until 
January 30, 2018. The court once again 
rejected the defense’s request to change 
Roman Sushchenko’s precautionary mea-
sure for non-custodial, which proves a con-

tinued pressure and prejudication of 
Russian judicial organs,” the ministry’s 
statement noted. “The purposeful political 
character of the case against Roman 
Sushchenko was confirmed by the closed 
judgment session, as well as the denial to 
grant access for a consular officer to partic-
ipate in the session as a public defender in 
accordance with the Criminal Procedure 
Code of the Russian Federation.” The MFA 
added: “Ukraine calls upon the internation-
al community, international human rights 
institutions and the OSCE Representative 
on Freedom of Media to take all appropri-
ate legal and political actions to release and 
return Ukrainian citizen and journalist 
Roman Sushchenko to Ukraine.” (Ukrainian 
Canadian Congress Daily Briefing)

Kremlin on change of leaders in LPR 

The Kremlin says a change of leadership 
for Russia-backed “separatists” in Ukraine’s 
eastern region of Luhansk will not affect 
the implementation of the Minsk peace 
agreements. Kremlin spokesman Dmitry 
Peskov said on November 27 that “continu-
ity” remains, “especially on the issue of the 
implementation of the Minsk agreements” 
and on “initiatives” to exchange prisoners. 
“Luhansk People’s Republic” (LPR) leader 
Igor Plotnitsky’s resignation was 
announced by a website of the Luhansk-
based separatists on November 24 in the 
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the cause of numerous internal conflicts, 
the Kremlin has not yet removed him from 
power, Oleg Bondarenko, director of the 
Russian Foundation for Progressive 
Politics, told Russia’s RBC news agency.

Officially, the Kremlin hasn’t taken a 
stance, but spokesman Dmitry Peskov said 
on November 23 that Moscow is closely fol-
lowing the situation in Luhansk. In a cryp-
tic response to a reporter’s question, Mr. 
Peskov said “there is an understanding” in 
the Kremlin about who may be behind the 
tensions, but he did not elaborate further.

Russia has repeatedly denied wielding 
control over and supporting the two sepa-
ratist “republics” of eastern Ukraine with 
manpower, money and weapons, contrary 
to overwhelming evidence it does so.

What does Kyiv make of this?

The uncertain and military nature of the 
events unfolding in Luhansk was enough 
for Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko 
to call an extraordinary meeting with his 
top brass in Kyiv on November 21.

They informed him of an illegal crossing 
of the Ukrainian border in the far-eastern 
Krasnodon district of the Luhansk region 
by Russian tanks, as well as the increasing 
frequency of provocations by militants, 
according to a statement published on the 
presidential website. That information has 
not been independently verified, though 
similar information has appeared in unver-
ified local reports. 

“Given the increasing number of Russian 
servicemen and intensification of the mer-
cenaries’ activities, the Ukrainian armed 
forces are ready for any developments to 
guarantee the security of civilians,” 
President Poroshenko said at the meeting. 

On November 22, as tensions escalated 
in Luhansk, the Ukrainian armed forces 
were put on high alert, said Defense 
Ministry spokesman Andriy Lysenko. “Due 
to the military activity of the invaders…our 
units are in a state of constant combat 
readiness,” he said.

According to one report that cited a 
Ukrainian military volunteer, government 

forces took advantage of the separatists’ 
spat to retake “a few square kilometers” of 
territory and “several villages” near the 
separatist-held city of Debaltseve. 

What is really happening?

The truth is, it’s hard to know exactly 
what is unfolding in Luhansk. The eastern 
Ukrainian city has been under the control of 
Russia-backed separatists since spring 
2014. Very few outsiders and journalists 
have been allowed access since autumn 
2015. No independent, objective media 
exists within the occupied Donetsk and 
Luhansk areas. And while Russian reporters 
are granted access more frequently, they 
often come from Russia’s state-run or pro-
Kremlin media and provide a limited – if not 
completely propagandized – view of things. 

However, reports from trustworthy 
media have suggested for some time that 
the Kremlin was tiring of Mr. Plotnitsky. On 
his watch, the Luhansk “people’s republic” 
has been a lawless (even for an unrecog-
nized breakaway territory) and often times 
brutal place, where assassinating misbehav-
ing warlords seemed to be the rule, not the 
exception. 

The outcome of the power struggle 
remained unclear late on November 22, and 
it may be impossible to predict what the 
night will bring. 

The uncertainty has even pro-Russia 
separatist commanders concerned.

“What’s happening in Luhansk could 
lead to unexpected consequences,” 
Aleksandr Khodakovsky, an outspoken 
commander in Donetsk who’s picked his 
fair share of fights for power within that 
“republic,” wrote on Facebook.

In the end, reasoned Alexander Clarkson, 
a lecturer for European Studies at King’s 
College London and a close observer of the 
Ukraine conflict, “whoever comes out on 
top will be integrated into any current or 
future negotiation process that will be 
steered by Moscow anyway.”

Copyright 2017, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-luhansk-
armed-masked-men-what-is-going-on-kor-
net-plotnitsky/28870308.html).

(Continued from page 2)

What in the world...
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midst of a fierce power struggle that 
unfolded over several days. The website 
said Mr. Plotnitsky resigned for health rea-
sons and that Leonid Pasechnik, the self-
proclaimed security minister of the LPR, 
would be acting leader “until the next elec-
tions.” Moscow has provided political, mili-
tary and economic support for forces that 
gained control over parts of the Luhansk 
and Donetsk regions, sparking a war that 
has killed more than 10,000 people since 
April 2014. Moscow denies involvement in 
Ukraine’s internal affairs, despite compel-
ling evidence to the contrary. (RFE/RL, 
based on reporting by Interfax, TASS, 
Gazeta.ru and RIA-Novosti)

Tymoshenko on Minsk negotiations 

Former Ukrainian Prime Minister Yulia 
Tymoshenko has said the Minsk process for 
resolving the conflict in eastern Ukraine has 
failed to produce results and needs to be 
accompanied by a parallel peace process 
based on the 1994 Budapest Memorandum. 
In an interview in Brussels with RFE/RL, 
Ms. Tymoshenko said the Budapest 
Memorandum – under which Russia, the 
United States and the United Kingdom 
assured Ukraine’s territorial integrity in 
exchange for Kyiv’s renunciation of nuclear 
weapons – should be “the basis of diplo-
matic negotiations on the establishment of 
peace in Ukraine.” She criticized the govern-

ment of President Petro Poroshenko for 
“forgetting” about the existence of that doc-
ument. Ms. Tymoshenko, who heads one of 
Ukraine’s largest opposition parties and 
who is currently nearly even with Mr. 
Poroshenko in public opinion polls for the 
2019 presidential election, emphasized that 
“Ukraine and Russia are warring countries 
today” and “Russia is in a state of war 
against Ukraine.” Ms. Tymoshenko told 
RFE/RL that “the path to peace” lies 
through establishing a “completely different 
negotiation format” involving all the 
Budapest Memorandum signatories. There 
is no point, she said, in negotiating with the 
leaders of the Russia-backed separatist 
units, because “they are absolute mario-
nettes.” At the same time, she said, Ukraine 
must step up its military response to 
Russian aggression “by every minute and 
every second strengthening our army.” She 
urged the United States to “enable Ukraine 
to acquire” high-tech defensive weapons. 
Ms. Tymoshenko confirmed that her 
Batkivshchyna party intends to contest 
both the parliamentary and the presidential 
elections scheduled for 2019. According to 
a poll conducted in November, Ms. 
Tymoshenko had 14.4 percent support, 
compared to 16.1 percent for Mr. 
Poroshenko. (RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service)

Diplomat says Nord Stream 2 unlikely

A U.S. diplomat has dismissed the idea 
that the controversial Nord Stream 2 pipe-
line will ever be built. Speaking to 
European journalists in a telephone brief-

(Continued from page 12)
NEWSBRIEFS

Beloved husband of Helene (née Poluha) for 59 years, adored Tato 
of Hanya Kleban and her husband Roman, Ivan Leshchuk and his wife 
Roksolana, and Darka Pencak and her husband Orest, cherished Dido of 
Taras (Angela), Ksenia (Derek), Olenka, Kalyna, Andreya, Pavlo and Uliana, 
and pra-Dido to Natalia. Hryhoryj also leaves behind 	 rst cousins Stefan 
Turchyn and family, Mary Dublanyk and family, nephew Petro Hewka and 
family, brother-in-law Michael Fedor and family, sister-in-law Madeline 
Meerman and family, in-laws Dmytro and Larissa Pencak and Ivan Vaskul 
and relatives in Ukraine.

 
Hryhoryj was a patriotic Ukrainian whose journey began in selo Verbiv, 

Berezhanskyj rayon, Ternopilska oblast, Ukraine. When he was 17 years 
old, he left Ukraine on June 7, 1944. He emigrated to the United States 
in 1949. In 1952, Hryhoryj was called to serve in the US Army and was 
stationed in Europe during the Korean War from 1952-1954. Hryhoryj has 
been a long-time member of St. George Ukrainian Catholic Church. He 
worked and lived for his family. He was most happy with family. May he 
now Rest in Peace and join his predeceased mother Anna (née Hewka) 
and father Mychailo.

 
Funeral Service was on Saturday, November 25th at 9 am at St. George 

Ukrainian Catholic Church, 30 E 7th St, New York, NY 10003, USA.
Burial Services took place at Holy Spirit Ukrainian Catholic Cemetery, 

Campbell Hall, New York.
 
In lieu of � owers, donations may be made to:
• St. George Ukrainian Catholic Church, New York
• St. John the Baptist Ukrainian Catholic Church, Whippany 

       (http://sjucc.com/)
• Ukrainian American Youth Association
• Ukrainian American Cultural Center of NJ (UACCNJ) in Whippany, NJ

 
~~ May His Memory be Eternal ~~

Hryhoryj Leshchuk
(February 6, 1927 – November 21, 2017) 

It is with profound sadness that our family announces 
the passing of our husband, father, grandfather 
and great-grandfather Hryhoryj in his 90th year.

DEATH ANNOUNCEMENTS
Death announcements should be sent to the Advertising Department by 

e-mail to adukr@optonline.net or by fax to 973-644-9510.

Deadline: Tuesday noon before the newspaper’s date of issue.

For further information call 973-292-9800, ext. 3040.

ing on November 29, Deputy Assistant 
Secretary of State John McCarrick said that 
U.S. officials “don’t see the possibility that 
Nord Stream 2 can be built.” He added, 
“That is not something we are going to 
assume is going to happen.” When pressed 
for details, Mr. McCarrick, who works at the 
State Department’s Bureau of Energy 
Resources, responded that “there is a vari-
ety of reasons why it shouldn’t happen. ...
The bottom line is we are against this. We 
don’t see this happening, so why would I 
entertain any other sort of option or possi-
bility?” Earlier this year, the United States 
introduced sanctions that call for penalties 
against European companies that partici-
pate in the Nord Stream 2 and other 
Russian energy projects in Europe. If built, 
the pipeline will run under the Baltic Sea 
from Russia to Germany, bypassing several 
European transit countries. It is scheduled 
to be completed by 2019. Berlin has so far 
supported the pipeline, which would deliv-
er 55 billion cubic meters of gas a year to 
Germany from Russia. Several EU members 
in Central and Eastern Europe have 
expressed concern that the project would 
strengthen Moscow’s hand by increasing 
European reliance on Russian natural gas. 
They have also voiced concern that it 
would reduce gas-transit revenues for 
Ukraine, damaging the country’s fragile 
economy at a time when its forces are fight-
ing Russia-backed separatists who control 

part of two eastern provinces. (RFE/RL, 
with reporting by RFE/RL correspondent 
Rikard Jozwiak in Brussels)

Gathering of alleged crime bosses 

Police in Kyiv detained more than 60 
people at an alleged gathering of organized 
crime bosses in the Ukrainian capital. 
Authorities said the arrests were made late 
on November 26 during a raid by National 
Police and Ukrainian special forces at a res-
taurant in Kyiv’s historic Pushcha-Vodytsia 
neighborhood. A statement from Ukraine’s 
National Police force said those gathered in 
Kyiv included powerful crime bosses who 
were able to “influence the criminal situa-
tion in Kyiv and other regions” of the coun-
try. Andriy Kryshchenko, the head of the 
Kyiv branch of the National Police, said the 
60 suspects were taken to police headquar-
ters for questioning. “It turned out that 
most of them have criminal records and 
have served sentences for committing vari-
ous types of crimes in prisons,” Mr. 
Kryshchenko said. He also said knives and 
hand guns with “suspicious licenses” were 
seized from suspects during the late night 
raid on the restaurant. He said several of 
the detained suspects had dubious identifi-
cation documents. Mr. Kryshchenko said 
investigators will decide after completing 
their probe what charges, if any, will be 
filed in the case. (RFE/RL, with reporting 
by UNIAN)

Holodomor not only in support of the 
Ukrainian people, but in defense of the 
principles of truth, democracy and funda-
mental human rights.

The Ukrainian World Congress (UWC) 
and the 20-million strong Ukrainian dias-
pora call upon the international communi-
ty to strengthen its efforts to further raise 
international awareness of the Holodomor 
and promote the recognition of the 
Holodomor as an act of genocide by the 
governments of all countries and the 
United Nations.

The UWC also appeals to all descendants 
of victims of the Holodomor to become the 

voice of family members who can no longer 
speak for themselves. We need to pray for 
the victims of the Holodomor, light the can-
dle of remembrance and share the story 
that will both strengthen a nation and 
enlighten the world.

Throughout 2018 the UWC, together with 
its member organizations, will be launching 
a series of initiatives to amplify the message 
and brighten the beacon of hope for all peo-
ples who remain oppressed and constantly 
vigilant of the fragility of freedom.

On Saturday, November 25, 2017, 
International Holodomor Memorial Day, let 
us remember every child and woman and 
man that senselessly perished during this 
genocide.

May our memory of the victims of the 
Holodomor remain eternal.

(Continued from page 6)

Statements...

and a prime source of corruption in health 
care) will remain in place for the time being.

Ukraine’s health reform represents a seri-
ous step away from the Soviet-era principle 
of universal health care. The experience of 
Russian health-care reform shows that the 
government-mandated, employer-tied 
health insurance system currently in place is 

less effective: to save on taxes, businesses 
tend to minimize their payments, hence, 
only base services are covered. In light of 
these medical-sector shortcomings at home, 
the Kremlin-connected media have been 
attacking Ukrainian efforts, seeking to pre-
vent acting Health Minister Suprun’s health-
care reform package from succeeding.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 3)

Ukraine and...

Moscow also accused the U.S. of meddling 
in Russia’s internal affairs. The new doctrine 
stated that Russia was interested in building 
“mutually beneficial relations” with the U.S., 
including in the economic and scientific 
spheres. But such cooperation is only possi-
ble on the basis of “equality, mutual respect 
of interests, and noninterference in one 
another’s internal affairs.”

The doctrine maintained Russia’s stance 
against an expanding NATO, which Russia 
considers a threat, and accused the alliance 

of creating a “serious crisis in relations 
between Russia and Western govern-
ments.”

Moscow was hopeful for an elimination 
of the visa regime between Russia and the 
EU, calling it “one of the main barriers” to 
developing broad ties between the two 
sides. 

Curiously, Great Britain and the 
Netherlands were mentioned in the 2013 
doctrine, but were notably absent from the 
2016 statement. 

Source: “New Putin doctrine says U.S. 
pressure ‘undermining’ global stability,” by 
Carl Schreck (RFE/RL), The Ukrainian 
Weekly, December 18, 2016.

(Continued from page 6)

Turning...
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UCU students create first virtual museum of classical music in Ukraine
UCU

LVIV – The Ukrainian Catholic University 
on November 2 opened Ukraine’s first vir-
tual museum of classical music thanks to 
the work of students of UCU programs in 
computer science, history and culture stud-
ies. Work on the project lasted two months.

The students did everything themselves, 
from graphics to information content. In 
this way, they are trying to interest their 
peers in the classics. The virtual museum is 
a bridge between the classics and modern 
technologies. Only a smartphone is needed 
to access it.

“First you scan a QR code. Then you go 
to the corresponding page of our project. 
Your next step is to connect a headset to 
your smartphone. Then put the headset on 
your head and you can enter our wonderful 
museum,” explained the project’s co-
author, Mykola Bilyayev, a computer sci-
ence student.

Virtual visitors can enter four rooms, 
each of which reflects an art era: the 
Baroque with Bach, Classicism with Mozart, 

Representatives of the team that created the virtual museum of classical music (from 
left): Ksenia Stetsenko, Mykola Bilyaev, Mariya Hirna, Vitaly Vorobiov, Mariyan 

Matsyuk, Andriy Dmytruk and Iruna Popovych.

Nataliya Zolotuhina 

Ro m a n t i c i s m  w i t h  C h o p i n ,  a n d 
Impressionism with Debussy.

The interior of each room corresponds 
to a given era. It shows the most famous 
paintings of that period, with an explanato-
ry text, and the music of a composer of that 
period is heard.

“An interesting parallel is that the room 
for the Romantic era, which the music of 
Chopin represents for us, has only a grand 
piano and almost nothing else. The grand 
piano symbolizes that Chopin chose this 
instrument as the only object of his creativ-
ity, and then more can be found out about 
his biography,” said Ksenya Stetsenko, a 
student of UCU’s culture studies program.

“The essence of the museum is to give a 
general picture, an image of what Baroque 
looks like, and Romanticism. There are ele-
ments that create the atmosphere,” added 
Maria Hirna, the founder of the virtual 
museum and a student of UCU’s computer 
science program.

The virtual museum is accessible during 
the hours of operation of UCU’s 
Metropolitan Andrey Sheptytsky Center.

The operation continues until the end of 
March 2019. But the Canadian government 
has so far not equipped the Ukrainian mili-
tary with arms as repeatedly requested by 
Kyiv nor has it added Ukraine to the 
Automatic Firearms Country Control List 
that would allow it to purchase lethal aid 
from Canadian weapons manufacturers – 
although Prime Minister Trudeau said it 
would “absolutely” be included on the list 
during Ukrainian President Petro 
Poroshenko’s visit to Toronto for the 
Invictus Games in September.

Alberta Conservative MP Garnett Genuis, 
the Official Opposition deputy shadow min-
ister of foreign affairs, who serves on the 
House committee, said in an interview that 
his party also wants the Liberals to restore 
the sharing of satellite images with 
Ukraine’s military that the Conservatives, 
under former Prime Minister Stephen 
Harper, began in 2015. 

 “The government has provided no 
explanation as to why it canceled the provi-
sion of those images,” said Mr. Genuis, a 
30-year-old parliamentarian first elected to 
the House in 2015, who visited Ukraine for 
the first time in 2016 during the country’s 
25th anniversary of independence.

Earlier this year, a spokesperson for 
Canadian Defense Minister Harjit Sajjan 
told The Ukrainian Weekly that the govern-
ment determined that “resources could be 
redirected to other areas” in addressing 

Ukraine’s “evolving security assistance” 
and terminated the supply of images from 
Canada’s Radarsat-2 satellite.

The opposition Tories have also called 
for a Canadian-led U.N. peacekeeping mis-
sion in eastern Ukraine. However, there 
was no mention of a specific mission as 
part of the Liberal government’s recently 
unveiled peacekeeping plans.

Mr. Genuis, the MP for the Edmonton-
area riding of Sherwood Park-Fort 
Saskatchewan that includes a significant 
Ukrainian Canadian community, said that 
Canada is best suited to lead a U.N. peace 

operation in Ukraine because of Canada’s 
“strong commitments to the rule of law” and 
its history of supporting human rights and 
“non-belligerence,” and that such a mission 
should reflect “Canada’s values and inter-
ests” and not “be a mechanism for securing 
[a] Security Council” seat, for which Mr. 
Trudeau has been actively lobbying.

In its report, titled “Strengthening 
Canadian Engagement in Eastern Europe 
and Central Asia,” the House Foreign Affairs 
Committee also called on the Canadian gov-
ernment to help “improve collective 
defense mechanisms against cyberattacks, 
as well as proactively monitor disinforma-
tion campaigns and develop countermea-
sures to minimize damage inflicted by 
information warfare,” but provided no 
detail as to how to reach these objectives.

The committee heard from witnesses 
“about how Russian state-run information 
agencies use various media platforms to 
foment discontent and anti-government 
sentiment within ethnic-Russian popula-
tions” in neighboring countries of Russia, 
and that “such discontent could serve as a 
prelude to Russian intervention if these 
groups made the case that their rights or 
interests were being denied,” said the report.

Canada is not immune from cyberattacks, 
the committee observed, and the 
Communications Security Establishment – 
Canada’s electronic spy agency – warned in 
a report this year that “multiple hacktivist 
groups will very likely deploy cyber capabili-
ties in an attempt to influence the democrat-
ic process during the 2019 federal election.”

The House Foreign Affairs Committee 
also recommended that the Canadian gov-
ernment should “improve the efficiency of 
the visa-application process,” without com-
promising Canadian security, for nationals 
of countries in the region covered by the 
report.

Although Ukrainians holding biometric 
passports were given visa-free access this 
year to 26 European countries in the 
Schengen zone for up to 90 days, 
Ukrainians have not been granted the same 
privilege from Canada. The House commit-
tee heard from witnesses in Kyiv that the 
rate of refusal for visa applications from 
Ukraine was between 20 and 25 percent – 
significantly higher than the 2- to 3-percent 
rate for applications from Europe. 

The committee was told that there was 
an “uneven quality of the necessary sup-
porting documents from Ukrainian appli-
cants that have led to increased scrutiny of 
such documentations and applications 
more generally.”

During his visit to Toronto in September, 
President Poroshenko said he discussed 
visa liberalization with Prime Minister 
Trudeau and agreed to efforts to reduce the 
number of visa refusals Ukrainians face 
when attempting to enter Canada.

The president also announced that 
Ukraine would open a consulate in 
Edmonton, familiar territory for Mr. Genuis, 
who developed a deep affection for Ukraine 
when he spent three days in Kyiv in August 
2016.

“The tangible national pride was really 
powerful and it was awe-inspiring to see 
where the Maidan happened,” said Mr. 
Genuis, before departing for Beijing on his 
first trip abroad with the House Foreign 
Affairs Committee.

“I’m not someone with any Ukrainian 
heritage, but I really felt I fell in love with the 
country in a short period of time – just feel-
ing the authentic national pride in the con-
text of where that national identity is threat-
ened by an aggressive neighbor,” Mr. Genuis 
said, adding that in his previous role as the 
Conservative deputy critic for human rights 
and religious freedom he also met with 
Crimean Tatar and Jewish groups in Kyiv.

 “All of them were very much opposed to 
the Russian occupation and highlighted 
that the propaganda that we sometimes 
hear in the West about alleged high levels 
of anti-Semitism is simply not correct. 
Many people of different kinds of back-
grounds were proud Ukrainians, buying 
into this emerging sense of civic national-
ism as well,” commented the MP.

(Continued from page 1)

Canadian House...

Member of Parliament Garnett Genuis (center) with Ukrainian Catholic Patriarch 
Sviatoslav and Alberta United Conservative Leader Jason Kenney during a visit to 

Ukraine in August 2016.

Office of MP Garnett Genuis
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Cardinal Dolan meets with St. George Academy students
SGA News Association

NEW YORK, N.Y. – On November 1, Cardinal Timothy 
Dolan, archbishop of New York, held an impromptu meet-
ing with the entire student body and faculty of St. George 
Academy (SGA). 

The cardinal was in the school to celebrate a mass orga-
nized by LaSalle Academy in honor of All Saints Day. The 
administration of LaSalle graciously invited SGA to attend 
the service.

Following the service, while SGA principal Andrew 
Stasiw was addressing the student body in the library, the 
cardinal surprised everyone with an unexpected visit. 

Cardinal Dolan spoke with the students and faculty 
about his knowledge of the Ukrainian Catholic Church and 
his respect for those Ukrainians who, during Soviet times, 
had to pray in secret to avoid arrest and punishment by 
Soviet authorities. The cardinal fondly remembered his 

own two visits to Ukraine, as well as his dear friendship 
with Major Archbishop Sviatoslav Shevchuk, patriarch of 
the Ukrainian Catholic Church. 

After he spoke about Ukraine, the cardinal invited all of 
the Ukrainian students present to come and join him for a 
photograph, during which time he made everyone smile as 
he recalled his love for Ukrainian food, particularly varen-
nyky. 

 COMMUNITY CHRONICLE

Cardinal Timothy Dolan poses with Ukrainian students of St. George Academy.
Irene Rejent Saviano

Duirng the cardinal’s visit to St. George Academy (from 
left) are: Vitaly Kit, religion teacher, Cardinal Timothy 

Dolan and Andrew Stasiw, SGA principal.

by Arcadia Kocybala

YONKERS, N.Y. – Ukrainian National Women’s League of 
America (UNWLA) Branch 30 in Westchester County with 
its center in Yonkers, N.Y., celebrated its 30th anniversary 
on Sunday, October 22. The well-attended event was held 
in the hall of St. Michael the Archangel Ukrainian Catholic 
Church in Yonkers. 

The formal program had a dual focus: celebrating the 
anniversary of the branch and honoring Lydia 
Krushelnytsky, the “pride of Ukrainian dramaturgy,” for 
whom the branch was named in 2012. It also had dual 
masters of ceremonies: Vera Berezowsky and Liliya 
Balkova. 

Opening the program, Ms. Berezowsky presented an 
informative review of the branch’s history and activities 
over three decades, ranging from financial support of 
numerous causes and establishment of a nursery school 
(“svitlychka”) to exhibits in Westchester County to 
acquaint visitors with Ukrainian culture and folk art. Her 
talk was accompanied by a slide show with memorable 
photographs of members and sponsored events. 

She introduced Nadia Liteplo, president of Branch 30, 
who welcomed the attendees and special guests, including 
the Very Rev. Archpriest Kiril Angelov, pastor of St. 
Michael’s Church; Halyna Romanyshyn, president of the 
UNWLA’s New York Regional Council; Lydia Slysh, presi-
dent of UNWLA Branch 64 and former editor of Our Life 
magazine; and Lesya Topolya, a current editor of Our Life. 

Ms. Liteplo presented certificates of recognition to 
members who had made significant service contributions 
to Branch 30: Nadia Howansky, Luba Kuver, Oksana 
Porodko, Olya Rudyk and Areta Woroch, who was the first 
president of the branch. 

In a sweet interlude, each of the children from the nurs-
ery school, dressed in Ukrainian costume, recited short 
poems. The children had been coached by their teacher, 
Lyudmyla Halay. 

Ms. Balkova presented an engaging retrospective 
together with a slide show on the life and artistic career of 
Ms. Krushelnytsky, showcasing the dramaturgist’s accom-
plishments, including a segment from her production of 
“Lisova Pisnia.” The two presentations were followed by a 
delightful vignette from the fairy tale, “Leliya,” written by 
Lesia Ukrainka, as performed by children from the parish. 

Their charming performance was directed by Ms. Balkova.
Each of the UNWLA representatives offered congratula-

tions and warm remarks about the branch, and Ms. Slysh 
also reminisced about Ms. Krushelnytsky who had been a 
member of Branch 64. 

At each table, festively decorated in an autumnal theme, 
the guests enjoyed a buffet of hors d’oeuvres, sandwiches 
and desserts prepared by members of the branch. The cel-
ebration concluded with a champagne toast, the cutting of 
the 30th-shaped torte, and a chorus of “Mnohaya Lita,” as 
well as a prayer and closing remarks by Father Angelov.

Ukrainian National Women’s League of America Branch 30 members and children performers sing “Mnohaya 
Lita”: (front row, from left) Sofiya Balkova, Sophia Skaskiv, Renata Uhlinksyy, Milania Cherneha, Olesya Bida, 
Dmytro Maryniak, Lisa Chokan, Marko Halay, (second row) Halya Lianna, Areta Woroch, Maryana Telischak, 
Arcadia Kocybala, Iryna Hoshovskyj, Lesia Boyko, Vera Berezowsky, Nadia Liteplo, Zhanna Huralska, Liliya 

Balkova, Iryna Romaniv and Lyudmyla Halay.

Ronald Liteplo

UNWLA Branch 30 celebrates 30th anniversary



No. 49THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY      SUNDAY, DECEMBER 3, 201716



17THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY      SUNDAY, DECEMBER 3, 2017No. 49



No. 49THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY      SUNDAY, DECEMBER 3, 201718

JACQUES HNIZDOVSKY
 PRINTS  DRAWINGS  PAINTINGS
William Greenbaum Fine Prints has been in business now 
for more than 50 years. We currently have 40 signed prints 
by Mr. Hnizdovsky for sale and we are seeking to purchase 

more of his prints as well as his drawings and paintings.

ALL PRINTS NOW ILLUSTRATED ONLINE AT:
 www.greenbaumprints.com

Please email us at wng@greenbaumprints.com
or phone us at 508-284-7036. 

William Greenbaum Fine Prints
98 South Street

Rockport, MA 01966 
Open By Appointment 

Member: International Fine Print Dealers Association

� e Ukrainian Engineers’ Society of America,
Philadelphia Chapter,

cordially invites you to attend the traditional

Banquet and Ball with Presentation of Debutantes
Saturday, February 3, 2018

Cocktails at 6 pm
Presentation of Debutantes and Banquet at 7 pm

Ball at 9 pm

Music by the Hrim Orchestra
Black Tie Attire

For additional information or to make reservations 
please call Peter Hewka or Orysia Hewka 

Tel. 610-277-1284, or email to hewka@verizon.net

Grand Ballroom
Hyatt Regency Hotel at the Bellevue

200 South Broad Street
Philadelphia, PA 19102

gave them strength and encouragement. 
Mr. Konderevych, who ran the NYC 
Marathon last year, said all those colors 
helped him shave seven minutes off his 
time to finish at 3:49:44. 

But for some, time was not the goal, but 
enjoyment was. URC member Anastasiia 
Shkolna “Beynz,” who was running her sec-
ond consecutive NYC Marathon, said 
“Sometimes it’s okay to stop somewhere on 
Mile 21 in the Bronx and just do some salsa 
dancing.” She danced her way to the finish 
line in 5:44:10.

Dancing at the finish line is where all 
that Ukrainian power actually began on 
Friday, November 3, at the Parade of 
Nations of the opening ceremonies for the 
NYC Marathon. This is a parade of all the 
different runners’ countries that take part 
in this international marathon. 

In years past, Ukraine was represented 
by only one person carrying the Ukrainian 
flag or at most six people, but this year was 
very different. There were almost 40 
Ukrainians marching in the parade, includ-
ing two Ukrainian dancers in Ukrainian 
costumes (Angelina Boyko and Nikita 
Zhukovsky) leading the delegation. Even 
more Ukrainians cheered and waved 
Ukrainian flags from the grandstand seat-
ing. Ukrainian pride was everywhere. This 
writer also is a proud URC member and a 
nine-time NYC marathoner, twice running 
it blindfolded. This year I did not run, but 
had the honor and privilege to be part of 
the opening ceremony parade, which I had 
never attended before. 

One of the parade marshals came up to 
us and said “Ready Ukraine?” We yelled, 
“Yes!” The announcement came: “Here is 
Ukraine!” Ukrainian dance music began to 

play and the parade began. It was led by 
URC’s imposing flag bearer, Yuri Conrat, a 
multiple NYC Marathon finisher, in a beau-
tiful authentic Kozak Hetman outfit with a 
“bulava” tucked into his belt. Everyone in 
the delegation had at least one Ukrainian 
flag, if not more, so it was truly an explo-
sion of blue and yellow. 

As we moved forward, my heart explod-
ed with such Ukrainian pride that I cannot 
describe. While the dancers were dancing, 
the music was playing and we were all 
jumping up and down, yelling, screaming, 
celebrating being Ukrainian, tears began to 
roll down my face. I was touched because it 
brought to mind that, as one struggles 
through a marathon, our Ukraine also is 
struggling to finish its own marathon to 
true democracy. And here I was surround-
ed by the future of Ukraine, my fellow URC 
members, many of whom have arrived here 
in the last 10 years and have a deep love, 
influence and stake in Ukraine’s future. At 
that moment I knew Ukraine is in great 
hands and hearts. We will finish that darn 
marathon to democracy no matter how 
long it takes, no matter what Vladimir 
Putin throws at us.

And remember Volodymyr Gogilchyn 
who overcame his asthma to run the mara-
thon? With URC behind him once again, 
guess what impossible event he is training 
for now. The Half Ironman in 2018 and the 
Full Ironman in 2019. 

So if you are Ukrainian and want to 
accomplish some “impossible” athletic feat 
or just go for a friendly jog with friends, as 
the URC does regularly, come join us. URC 
members not only run marathons, but do tri-
athlons, Ironmans, ultra-distance runs, 
Spartans, Ragnar runs. Maybe you do some-
thing that we can join you in. Look for us on 
Facebook under Ukrainian Running Club 
New York to join our weekly runs and events, 
and to get information about the club.

(Continued from page 11)

The NYC Marathon...
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Through Photo exhibit, “RAW: Ukraine on the Front Lines,” 
December 30 The Ukrainian Museum, 212-228-0110 or 
New York www.ukrainianmuseum.org

Through  Exhibit, “FUSION,” featuring works by Anastasiya 
December 30 Kostyshyn, Alexa Van Dike, Jesus F. Martinez and Jarema
Chicago Novoroshkin, Ukrainian National Museum,  312-421-8020

December 5 Presentation by Taras Shevchenko and Yulia Marushevska,
New York “The Fight for Democratic Values in Ukraine: Confronting 
 Propaganda and Corruption,” Columbia University, 
 212-854-4697 or  ukrainianstudies@columbia.edu

December 8 Performance, “Boombox” from Ukraine, American 
Chicago Ukrainian Youth Association, 773-486-4204

December 8-9 Performance, “Fire & Frost: Yara’s Winter Festival,” 
New York Yara Arts Group, The Ukrainian Museum, 212-228-0110
 or www.ukrainianmuseum.org

December 9 Yalynka Trimming and Caroling Fund-Raiser, featuring 
Somerset, NJ  the Promin Ensemble, Ukrainian History and Education
 Center, Fisher House, 732-356-0132 or info@ukrhec.org

December 9 Ukrainian Christmas Bazaar, Ukrainian Educational and 
Jenkintown, PA Cultural Center, contact@ueccphila.org

December 9 Christmastime bus trip to New York City, St. Vladimir 
Scranton, PA Ukrainian Catholic Church, 570-563-2275 or 
 paulewasko@gmail.com

December 9 Annual fund-raiser, “Holiday Retro Night,” Ukrainian 
Chicago Institute of Modern Art, (RSVP by November 24)
 www.eventbrite.com/e/holiday-retro-fundraiser-tickets-
 39354940687 

December 9 Performance, “Boombox” from Ukraine, The Opera 
Toronto House, www.theoperahousetoronto.com

December 9 Lecture by Tamara Martsenyuk, “The Role of Men in 
New York Fighting Gender-Based Violence,” Shevchenko Scientific 
 Society, 212-254-5130

December 9-10 Ukrainian Christmas Tree Ornaments Workshop, with 
New York instruction by the Verkhovynky Plast Sorority, The 
 Ukrainian Museum, 212-228-0110 or 
 info@ukrainianmuseum.org

December 10 Performance, “Boombox” from Ukraine, Stage 48, 
New York https://www.ticketweb.com/event/boombox-the-erised-
 north-stage-48-tickets/7710205

December 10 Film screening, “Recovery Room” by Adriana Luhovy,
Lachine, QC  Women’s Club, St. Basil Ukrainian Catholic Church,
 www.recoveryroomthemovie.com

December 10 Concert and dinner, “Koliady and Pyrohy,” Assumption 
Ottawa of the Blessed Virgin Mary Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral,
 613-722-1372

December 10 Christmas Bazaar, Ukrainian Homestead, 
Lehighton, PA www.ukrhomestead.com

December 15 Christmas Party, Ukrainian National Home, 
Syracuse, NY syracuseunh@syrucc.org or 315-478-9272
 613-728-0856 or www.ukrainianorthodox.info

December 16 Mykolai Show and Holiday Bazaar, Taras Shevchenko 
Washington School of Ukrainian Studies, Ukrainian Catholic Shrine 
 of the Holy Family, http://ukrainianbazaarweebly.com
 or 410-730-8108

December 16 Yalynka Christmas party, Ukrainian Engineers’ Society 
New York of America, Ukrainian Institute of America, 
 www.uesa.org or nyc@uesa.org

December 17 Christmas Concert, St. John the Baptist Ukrainian 
Newark, NJ Catholic Church, www.stjohn-nj.ocom

Entries in “Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to events 
advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome submissions 
from all our readers. Items will be published at the discretion of the editors 
and as space allows. Please send e-mail to mdubas@ukrweekly.com.
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PREVIEW OF EVENTS
Saturday, December 9

SOMERSET, N.J.: Get in the holiday spirit 
with a Yalynka Trimming and Caroling 
Fund-Raiser featuring the Promin 
Ensemble, to benefit the Ukrainian History 
and Education Center in Somerset, N.J. 
Decorate five yalynky with traditional 
Ukrainian ornaments, enjoy cocktails and 
hors d’oeuvres and sing along with your 
favorite koliadky. The event takes place at 
the historic Fisher House on the grounds of 
St. Andrew Memorial Church, 1960 Easton 
Ave., Somerset, NJ, 08873, at 5-7 p.m. 
Tickets may be purchased at the door for 
$25. For additional information call 732-
356-0132 or e-mail info@ukrhec.org. 

NEW YORK: The Shevchenko Scientific 
Society invites all to a lecture, “The Role of 
Men in Fighting Gender-Based Violence,” by 
Tamara Martsenyuk, Ph.D. in sociology from 
the National University of Kyiv-Mohyla 
Academy (Ukraine), where she is associate 
professor in the Department of Sociology. 
Dr. Martsenyuk’s research interest focuses 
on the social structure of society, particular-
ly gender relations. In 2017-2018 she is a 
Fulbright Scholar at Columbia University, 
Harriman Institute. Introductory remarks 
will be provided by Martha Kichorowska 
Kebalo, Ph.D., main representative from the 
World Federation of Ukrainian Women’s 
Organizations to the United Nations 
Economic and Social Council. The event will 
take place at the society’s building, 63 
Fourth Ave. (between Ninth and 10th 
streets) at 5 p.m. For additional information 
call 212-254-5130.

Saturday, December 16

WASHINGTON: Taras Shevchenko School of 
Ukrainian Studies will host a Mykolai Show 
and Holiday Bazaar. Students will present a 
Mykolai show at noon. Sviatyi Mykolai will 
then meet with each grade/age group (non-
students are welcome). The Heavenly Office 
will be open at 9:15-11:45 a.m. (only one 
item per child, $2 fee, labeled with child’s 
name, grade/age). The Bazaar/Bake Sale at 
9:30-noon will feature a variety of home-
baked treats and holiday foods, books and 
gift items. Location: Ukrainian Catholic 
National Shrine of the Holy Family, 4250 
Harewood Road NE, Washington, DC 20017. 
For further information visit ukrainian-
schoolbazaar.weebly.com or contact Lada 
Onyshkevych at (ukieschooldc.web@gmail.
com or 410-730-8108.
Sunday, December 17

SOMERSET, N.J.: Bring the family for a fun-
filled afternoon of making traditional 
Ukrainian Christmas ornaments and deco-
rating traditional St. Nicholas cookies – 
“Mykolaychyky” – at the St. Nicholas Workshop 
presented by the Ukrainian History and 
Education Center. St. Nicholas will be visiting 
the workshop, and children of all ages will 
have the opportunity to take a picture with 
him. The workshop will be held at the historic 
Fisher House on the grounds of St. Andrew 
Memorial Church, 1960 Easton Ave. Somerset, 
NJ, 08873 from noon until 3 p.m. Refreshments 
will be served, and baked goods will be 
available for purchase. Cost of workshop and 
photo: $15. For additional information call 
732-356-0132 or e-mail info@ukrhec.org. 

PREVIEW OF EVENTS GUIDELINES
Preview of Events is  a service provided at minimal cost ($20 per listing) by The Ukrainian 
Weekly to the Ukrainian community.  Items should be no more than 100 words long.
Preview items must be received no later than one week before the desired date of 
publication.  Please include payment for each time the item is to appear and indicate date(s) 
of issue(s) in which the item is to be published.  Information should be sent to: preview@
ukrweekly.com.


