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KYIV – Mikheil Saakashvili, the former 
Georgian president turned Ukrainian oppo-
sition leader, has vowed that he will contin-
ue to resist arrest after his supporters dra-
matically freed him from custody in Kyiv.

Facing a deadline to turn himself in to 
the authorities later in the day, Mr. 
Saakashvili told supporters at a protest 
camp near parliament early on December 6 
that he would not comply.

“I will not show up at the pseudo 
Prosecutor-General’s Office,” he said. “I am 
ready to talk to investigators here in the camp.”

“Our plans are clear. Our main goal is to 
remove a criminal group from power and 
impeach it,” Mr. Saakashvili said, referring to 
President Petro Poroshenko’s administration.

His remarks came after prosecutors on 
December 5 issued a 24-hour deadline for 
Mr. Saakashvili to turn himself in to police, 
and after a predawn clash between 
National Police officers and protesters 
camping out near the Verkhovna Rada.

Ukraine’s National Police said at least 14 
police officers and two civilians were 
injured in clashes that broke out as authori-
ties began searching tents in an attempt to 
locate Mr. Saakashvili. Protesters said at 
least nine activists were injured.

The police “planned to take me out of a 
tent, but attacked the wrong tent” and 
“severely beat” activists who had been 

sleeping, Mr. Saakashvili said on Facebook.
Mr. Saakashvili also appealed to 

President Poroshenko in the Facebook 
post, saying: “Why do you want these prov-
ocations? Don’t attack and you won’t make 
people fight back! It’s a peaceful action! 
Haven’t you learned anything?”

That was reference to previous turmoil 
in Ukraine, including attempted crack-
downs on the massive Euro-Maidan pro-
tests that pushed Moscow-friendly 
President Viktor Yanukovych out in 2014 
and brought Mr. Poroshenko to power.

Some of Mr. Saakashvili’s supporters 
were stockpiling bricks at the protest camp 
and setting up barricades with tires shortly 
after dawn on December 6 as heavy snow 
fell on the Ukrainian capital.

Meanwhile, in Tbilisi, about 3,000 mem-
bers of the Georgian political party founded 
by Mr. Saakashvili staged a demonstration 
on December 6 to warn against the former 
president’s extradition from Ukraine.

The demonstrators said their rally was a 
signal to the authorities that mass protests 
will be held if Mr. Saakashvili is extradited 
and arrested in Georgia.

The Ukrainian charges are unrelated to 
those Mr. Saakashvili faces in Georgia. But 
members of the opposition United National 
Movement said at the Tbilisi rally that they 
believe he might be extradited.

Saakashvili defi ant as police clash 
with supporters at Kyiv protest camp

(Continued on page 16)

by Mark Raczkiewycz

KRAMATORSK-AVDIYIVKA, Ukraine – As 
the shelling renewed at 3 p.m. less than an 
hour before dusk, women were still calmly 
seen carrying grocery bags, and an 
unmarked school bus was shuttling chil-
dren home through an armed checkpoint. 

The artillery salvos emanate from 
Russia-occupied Donetsk and sound like 
Howitzer canons, said the soldiers at the 

northern part of Avdiyivka, an industrial 
town where one of Europe’s largest coke 
plants operates and which had a pre-war 
population of 15,000. 

“They’re incoming shells, but it’s too far 
away… they’re probably targeting [govern-
ment-controlled] Opytne,” a soldier whose 
call sign is “Sam” told The Ukrainian 
Weekly at the checkpoint on December 4, 

U.N. report highlights deaths, 
humanitarian crisis in Donbas war

(Continued on page 13)

An abandoned residential, four-story building in Avdiyivka that was rendered 
uninhabitable by Russian artillery shelling.

Mark Raczkiewycz

by Tatiana Terdal

PORTLAND, Ore. – For the first time in its history, the 
Oregon legislature designated the fourth Saturday in 
November – November 25, 2017 – as Holodomor 
Remembrance Day in the state. 

This legislation was introduced at the request of the 
local Ukrainian American community – another first in the 
history of the state. It was passed unanimously by both 
houses of Oregon’s legislature  – the Oregon Senate and 
House of Representatives  – and filed with the Oregon sec-
retary of state on June 26.

The Holodomor Remembrance Day resolution had 
strong support from Oregon legislators of both political par-
ties. The Ukrainian-American Cultural Association of Oregon 
(UACA) did a lot of work to educate the legislators about the 
Holodomor and earn their support for the legislation. 

The work on the resolution, also known as Senate 
Concurrent Resolution 3 (SCR3), started more than a year 
ago, when several members of the UACA met with State 
Sen. Laurie Monnes Anderson to ask her to introduce this 
resolution in the Oregon Senate. Sen. Monnes Anderson 
represents Gresham and surrounding areas that are home 
to many Ukrainian Americans and is familiar with the 

Members of the Ukrainian American community of Oregon at the signing ceremony for the state’s Holodomor reso-
lution (from left): David Olson, Ilya Globak, Iryna Zaverukha, Vadim Fabyanchuk, Walter Denysenko, State Sen. 
Laurie Monnes Anderson, Ukrainian Consul Alexander Krotenko, Dmytro Malifiy, Senate President Peter 
Courtney, Ihor Levkiv, Paul Terdal, Tatiana Terdal, Andrey Shulik, Oleksandr Moskal, Robert Roman 

Swystun,Tamara Denysenko, Nataliya Sereda, Ihor Ambroziak and State Rep. Carla C. Piluso.

Yuri Boyechko

(Continued on page 9)

  Oregon designates Holodomor Remembrance Day 
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Filaret: UOC will never go back to Moscow 

The head of the Ukrainian Orthodox 
Church – Kyiv Patriarchate has said the 
Ukrainian church will never go back under 
the control of the Moscow Patriarchate. 
Patriarch Filaret told journalists in Kyiv on 
December 1 that the Russian Orthodox 
Church was “deceptive” on November 30 
when it said he had written a letter to Russian 
Patriarch Kirill asking for forgiveness. The 
Moscow Patriarchate excommunicated 
Patriarch Filaret after he broke his Kyiv 
Patriarchate from Moscow in 1992. “They 
now want to call us again to talks on a return 
to the Moscow Patriarchate,” he said. “First of 
all, I want to tell the Moscow patriarch and 
the Russian bishops that the Ukrainian 
Church will never go back to the Moscow 
Patriarchate. Why is that? Because we have 
our own state. Don’t you see how deceptive 
Moscow is? One cannot trust them.” Patriarch 
Filaret added that in the letter, which was 
part of an exchange initiated by the Russian 
side, he wrote about a possible dialogue 
between the two Churches. However, he 
requested that the Moscow Patriarchate 
recognize the Ukrainian Orthodox Church’s 
autocephaly as a precondition for such 
talks. (RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service)

NATO, EU referendums to be held soon 

Ukraine will hold referendums in the near 
future on whether to seek NATO and 
European Union memberships, President 
Petro Poroshenko said. Mr. Poroshenko, a 
pro-Western leader whose country is fight-
ing Russia-backed militants who seized parts 
of two eastern oblasts in 2014, made the 
remarks in a televised address on December 
1. “We are fully sticking to our path toward 
European integration,” he said. “Have no 
doubt that referendums will be held in 
Ukraine in the very near foreseeable future 
on joining NATO... and on European Union 
membership,” he said. “I am convinced that 
the Ukrainian people will support my pro-
posal.” Less than half of Ukrainians – 43 per-
cent – back joining the 29-member military 
alliance, according to a survey released last 
week. But support has more than doubled 
since it stood at 20 percent in 2013, the year 
before Russia seized Crimea and fomented 
unrest in the east, where more than 10,200 
people have been killed in the conflict since 

April 2014. Membership in the 28-member 
EU enjoys more support among Ukrainians – 
56 percent – according to the survey. Mr. 
Poroshenko came to power after Moscow-
friendly President Viktor Yanukovych was 
pushed out by large protests and fled to 
Russia. The Euro-Maidan protests began in 
November 2013, after Mr. Yanukovych made 
a last-minute decision to scrap an 
Association Agreement with the EU under 
pressure from the Kremlin. The accord was 
signed in 2014 by President Poroshenko and 
came into force this year. Joining the EU or 
NATO requires support from existing mem-
bers, and many EU and NATO countries are 
wary of taking in Ukraine or believe it will 
not be ready to join soon. (RFE/RL’s 
Ukrainian Service, with reporting by AFP, 
UNIAN and Interfax)

December 25 now a public holiday

Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko 
has signed a law declaring December 25 a 
public holiday. He made the move on 
November 29, nearly two weeks after 
Ukrainian lawmakers adopted the legisla-
tion officially recognizing the day celebrated 
by many Catholics and Protestants as 
Christmas Day. January 7, Christmas accord-
ing to the Julian calendar, will remain a pub-
lic holiday in majority Orthodox Ukraine. 
Oleksandr Turchynov, secretary of Ukraine’s 
National Security and Defense Council, 
described the vote in the Verkhovna Rada on 
November 16 as “historic,” saying it would 
allow Ukrainians to “distance ourselves from 
Moscow’s calendar and Russian imperial 
standards.” Kyiv and Moscow have been 
locked in a bitter feud since Russia occupied 
and illegally annexed Ukraine’s Crimea 
region in March 2014. Moscow has also pro-
vided political, military and economic sup-
port to forces that gained control over parts 
of eastern Ukraine. (RFE/RL, based on 
reporting by UNIAN and gazeta.lviv.ua)

U.S. concerned about corruption in Ukraine 

The U.S. State Department is raising “con-
cerns” about signs that Ukraine may be 
backtracking on its commitment to fight cor-
ruption, jeopardizing support for Kyiv in the 
West. A campaign against public corruption 
through stepped up enforcement and 

(Continued on page 12)

 ANALYSIS

by Igor Fedyk
Eurasia Daily Monitor

In recent months, Russia has repeatedly 
used Belarus for provocations against 
Ukraine. The latest example was the arrest 
of Ukrainian journalist Pavel Sharoyko by 
the Belarusian KGB – an incident in which 
the hand of Moscow is clearly perceptible. 
The Sharyoko case, as well as a series of 
separate episodes, illustrate that many of 
Minsk’s decisions concerning Ukraine are 
actually being developed in Moscow.

Ukrainian journalist Pavel Sharoyko was 
detained by the Belarusian KGB in Minsk on 
October 25. He was accused of “espionage,” 
a standard charge for foreign correspon-
dents (Interfax, November 17). However, 
evidence has surfaced that the arrest was 
actually organized by the Russian Federal 
Security Service (FSB). In particular, a 
Belarusian staff reporter from the Russian 
television company NTV was secretly sent to 
the Ukrainian journalist in order to deliver to 
him documents that referred to Belarusian 
authorities allegedly giving their consent to 
the Russian side to use Belarusian territory 
as well as Belarus’s Armed Forces to wage 
the Kremlin’s war against Ukraine (LB.ua, 
November 17).

The Russian secret services hoped that 
the Ukrainians, having received such docu-
ments, would react immediately, thereby 
worsening bilateral Ukrainian-Belarusian 
relations.

This was not the first such case of the 
Kremlin using Belarus to engage in provoca-
tion operations against Ukraine. For exam-
ple, in early 2017, during the so-called 
“March of Angry Belarusian Citizens” (see 
Eurasia Daily Monitor, February 21, 28), 
Russian propaganda exposed Belarusian 
society to the possibility of a looming seri-
ous crisis in bilateral relations with Russia, 
but also of a potential change in the ruling 
regime in Belarus. Specifically, the 
Belarusian media space was inundated with 
the narrative that a Belarusian “Maidan” 
was being implemented in the country 
(Regnum, March 14). 

This information warfare was comple-
mented by increased Russian economic 
and political pressure on Minsk. The goal of 
this agit-prop campaign was to convince 
Belarusians that if their leadership did not 
act “wisely,” the country would experience 
chaos similar to what befell neighboring 
Ukraine in 2014 – thus simultaneously 
souring Belarusian society on relations 
with Ukraine (Belvpo.com, March 2).

Another example of anti-Ukrainian pro-
paganda was a story, aired in March on the 
TV channel Belarus 1, titled “A Call to a 
Friend.” Most of this program was devoted 
to negatively comparing the peaceful dem-
onstrations in Belarus to events in Ukraine, 
again emulating well-worn Kremlin propa-
ganda narratives (Tvr.by, March 6).

Beyond the above instances, in late 
March, the state-run news outlet BELTA 
reported on a video allegedly showing indi-
viduals attempting to break through the 
Ukrainian-Belarusian border into Belarus 
in a car carrying weapons and explosives 
(BELTA, March 20). The Belarusian media 
was soon filled with accusations that 
Ukraine was seeking to destabilize its 
northern neighbor. Belarusian President 
Alyaksandr Lukashenka echoed these sen-
timents publicly (BELTA, March 21), while 
the Belarusian secret services made state-
ments declaring they had information 
about plans to transfer militants from 

Ukraine to Belarus (BELTA, March 23). 
Reports also emerged in Belarus that 

Ukrainian diplomats and politicians were 
supposedly involved in the transfer of 
Ukrainian nationalist and veteran military 
groups to Belarus on the “Day of Freedom” 
(Sozh.info, March 25).

Then, on August 25, the Russian special 
services kidnapped Ukrainian citizen Pavel 
Hryb on Belarusian territory. A couple of 
weeks later, on September 7, the Ukrainian 
Foreign Affairs Ministry reported that Mr. 
Hryb had been found in the investigatory 
isolation ward of Russian Krasnodar and 
was being accused of terrorism (Pravda.
com.ua, September 7). 

This was not the first such instance of 
the detention of a Ukrainian citizen in a 
neighboring state. However, while journal-
ist Vitaliy Sizov (Korrespondent, February 
1) and writer Serhiy Zhadan (Glavcom, 
February 11) were ordered to immediately 
leave the territory of Belarus, Mr. Hryb 
faces 10 to 15 years’ imprisonment.

The situation with Pavel Hryb is signifi-
cant because it was the first time the 
Russian secret services carried out an oper-
ation inside Belarus entirely without the 
consent of their local colleagues. That oper-
ation clearly surprised Minsk, which could 
not explain that incident for a long time 
(Zn.ua, November 2).

The Kremlin’s involvement in these prov-
ocations can be also corroborated by the 
similar actions that it had previously carried 
out against Ukrainian citizens on the territo-
ry of the Russian Federation and the occu-
pied regions of Ukraine. Last year’s arrest of 
Ukrainian journalist Roman Sushchenko in 
Moscow (Ukrinform, October 3, 2016) and 
the Ukrainian so-called “diversionists” in 
Crimea (Korrespondent, November 10, 
2016), along with the kidnapping of 
Ukrainian border guards (Espreso.tv, 
October 4, 2017) and other Ukrainian citi-
zens, convincingly resemble the aforemen-
tioned Belarusian provocations.

Nevertheless, when it comes to relations 
with Ukraine, Belarus continues to position 
itself as a strictly neutral party, simply 
interested in resolving the Ukrainian-
Russian conflict. In particular, in November, 
the head of the Belarusian Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, Vladimir Makei, while par-
ticipating in a joint press conference in 
Moscow with his Russian counterpart, 
Sergey Lavrov, said that his country is inter-
ested in peace and stability in eastern 
Ukraine and is ready to take part in a 
peacekeeping mission in Donbas (UNIAN, 
November 15). 

However, it bears pointing out that 
Belarus forms the Union State with Russia 
and is arguably Moscow’s closest ally in the 
Collective Security Treaty Organization 
(CSTO). Hence, a peacekeeping contingent 
in Ukraine that includes regular Belarusian 
forces might not be seen as truly impartial 
– in the same way that Russian peacekeep-
ers in the Donbas would not be.

Also notable is that, right before 
announcing its peacekeeping initiative, the 
Belarusian government decided to oppose 
the revised United Nations resolution criti-
cizing the human rights situation in occu-
pied Crimea. As such, Minsk’s actions 
showed closer consistency with Moscow’s 
position than Kyiv’s. In response, Iryna 
Gerashchenko, the first deputy chairperson 
of the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine, noted: 
“Neutral countries have at least abstained 
[from the U.N. resolution vote], but Belarus 

Kremlin turns Belarus into bridgehead 
for anti-Ukrainian provocations
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Brewing threat of worsening tensions between Poroshenko and Avakov
by Mykola Vorobiov

Eurasia Daily Monitor

In late October, the National Anti-
Corruption Bureau of Ukraine (NABU) 
detained the internal affairs minister’s son, 
Oleksandr Avakov. Allegedly, he was indict-
ed in a corruption scheme that cost the 
Ukrainian budget over 14 million hrv 
(about $520,000 U.S.). The younger Avakov 
and two other senior officials at the 
Ministry of Internal Affairs were accused of 
embezzling this amount in a case related to 
the supply of backpacks to the ministry 
(Kyiv Post, October 31).

Afterwards, Internal Affairs Minister 
Arsen Avakov posted on his Facebook page, 
accusing the NABU of trying to put “[politi-
cal] pressure” on him through these actions 
against his son Oleksandr. After reciprocal 
accusations of Minister Avakov putting 
political pressure on the NABU, Mr. Avakov’s 
29-year-old son was released from deten-
tion two days later, after he agreed to wear 
an ankle monitor and to hand in his pass-
port (Kyiv Post, October 31).

Prior to this high-profile incident, in 
early October, the former advisor to the 
internal affairs minister, National Deputy 
Anton Geraschenko, appeared on the TV 
channel ICTV. He stressed that the conflict 
between his previous boss and President 
Petro Poroshenko has existed since the lat-
ter’s election day because “the president 
wanted to concentrate all power over law 
enforcement in his own hands; and the 
People’s Front, Arsen Avakov and I believe 
that this is a very dangerous precedent” 
(Pravda.com.ua, October 2).

Mr. Avakov is currently one of the key 
figures in the political party People’s Front, 
which narrowly beat the Petro Poroshenko 
Bloc during the 2014 general elections, 
gaining 22.14 versus 21.82 percent of the 
vote, respectively. As a result Arseniy 
Yatseniuk – as the leader of the People’s 
Front – preserved his position as prime 
minister for the next 18 months, until April 
2016. At that point, he was replaced by cur-
rent prime minister, Volodymyr Groysman.

Last year, Internal Affairs Minister 
Avakov managed to increase the state bud-
get for the National Police and National 
Guard by 12 percent. Total spending for all 
agencies and departments under his con-
trol now amounts to 46.3 billion hrv ($2 
billon U.S.), while total expenditures for the 
Ministry of Defense are only somewhat 
larger – 64.4 billion hrv ($3.2 billion U.S.) 
(112.ua, December 21, 2016). At the same 
time, the National Guard, which the 
Internal Affairs Ministry controls, has bet-
ter equipment, vehicles, uniforms and 
other supplies than what Ukrainian regular 
army servicemen generally use on the 

frontline (author’s observations, around 
Pisky and Avdiyivka, March 25-April 2; 
Understandingwar.org, December 9, 2016).

The pre-existing tensions between 
Messrs. Avakov and Poroshenko were fur-
ther exacerbated after several hundred 
protesters put up tents in front of the 
Ukrainian Parliament in mid-October to 
criticize the presidential administration’s 
slow movement on anti-corruption reforms 
(see Eurasia Daily Monitor, October 31). 
Despite a number of violations by both the 
demonstrators and law enforcement, the 
National Police ultimately took a neutral 
path and allowed the protesters to remain 
on the square in front of the Verkhovna 
Rada. Conspicuously, just two weeks later, 
Oleksandr Avakov was detained by the 
National Anti-Corruption Bureau, which 
charged him with a crime he had allegedly 
committed almost three years ago.

All these issues have raised questions 
about whether Internal Affairs Minister 
Avakov is capable of challenging President 
Poroshenko politically or even militarily (in 
a coup-like scenario). What would happen 
if Minister Avakov were to take the side of 
the protesters and use them as a shield to 
push President Poroshenko to resign? 
What about the Azov battalion, which 
remains under the control of Minister 
Avakov as a part of the National Guard? The 
Azov unit was founded by the far-right 
National Corps Party’s leader, Andrii 
Biletsky, in 2014 (Nationalcorps.org, 
accessed December 4). Today this unit is 
fully funded by the government and is com-
pletely loyal to Minister Avakov.

Another alarming fact  for  Mr. 
Poroshenko is a poll by the International 
Republican Institute (IRI), released this 
past summer, which shows that 72 percent 
of Ukrainians are convinced their country 
is moving in the wrong direction, and only 
13 percent of respondents think Ukraine is 
heading toward prosperity. Moreover, 39 
percent believe “the president bears prima-
ry responsibility for today’s situation in 
Ukraine.” It is worth emphasizing that only 
4 percent of respondents claim that Russia 
is to blame. In fact, 43 percent “strongly 
disapprove” of President Poroshenko’s job 
performance (Iri.org, June 7).

This deep public pessimism, combined 
with the absence of fundamental reforms 
and enormous corruption stemming from 
the Poroshenko administration, has been 
sparking additional protests around the 
country. These demonstrations have 
attracted civil society, Donbas war veterans, 
volunteers, entrepreneurs and other activ-
ists (YouTube, June 27, December 3; Fakty.
ictv.ua, March 14).

In today’s Ukraine, going out into the 
streets to protest is still seen as one of the 

 NEWS ANALYSIS

Crimean Desk, RFE/RL’s Ukrainian 
Service

A prominent elderly Crimean Tatar 
activist has died after being caught up in an 
incident in which Russian security officers 
in Crimea detained several of her associ-
ates.

Vedzhie Kashka, 82, became unwell and 
was taken away by ambulance in the 
Crimean city of Symferopol on November 
23 after several fellow activists were 
detained by Russian officers on suspicion 
of extortion.

Ms. Kashka subsequently died, accord-
ing to sources in a local hospital and fellow 
Crimean Tatar activists.

Speaking in Brussels after a meeting 
with European Council President Donald 
Tusk,  Ukrainian President  Petro 
Poroshenko said he had informed Mr. Tusk 
“about the terrible events that took place in 
Crimea today” and lauded Ms. Kashka’s 
“very important history of defending the 
interests of the Crimean Tatar people.”

Ukrainian Foreign Affairs Minister Pavlo 
Klimkin posted on Twitter that Ms. Kashka 
was a “heroic and courageous woman” and 
that her death was “another tragedy of despi-
cable repressions Russia exerts in Crimea.”

Crimean Tatar  act ivists  Bekir 
Degermendzhi, Asan Chapukh and Kyazim 
Ametov were detained in the incident, 
which took place in a cafe in the Crimean 
capital.

Russian state media quoted the Federal 
Security Service (FSB) branch in Crimea as 
saying that several members of the Mejlis, 
the Crimean Tatar self-governing body that 
has been outlawed by Russian authorities, 
were detained in Symferopol on suspicion 
of extorting $7,000 from a Turkish citizen.

However, Mejlis member Gayana Yuksel 
told journalists that the detainees were not 
members of the body.

Russia’s state-run RIA Novosti news 
agency, citing an unidentified law enforce-
ment source, said that Ms. Kashka died due 
to “stress” and accused the suspects of 
“cynically” using her as a pawn in the 
alleged extortion plot.

‘They’ve come for our elders’

But Crimean Tatar activist Nariman 
Dzhelalov told RFE/RL that the Turkish cit-
izen had duped Ms. Kashka out of a large 
amount of money, and that the detained 
men were trying to convince him to return 
the sum.

The Turkish man “tried to get out of it, 
and the security services used the situation 
to apply pressure on this group of activists,” 
Mr. Dzhelalov said.

Ms. Kashka had been a prominent 
Crimean Tatar activist since the 1950s and 
was a colleague of Crimean Tatar leader 
Mustafa Dzhemilev and Soviet dissident 
Andrei Sakharov.

Her death triggered an outpouring of out-
rage and grief among fellow Crimean Tatars. 

“They’ve come for our elders,” journalist 
Aidar Muzhdabayev wrote on Facebook, 
adding that it was “impossible to hold back 
tears.”

Mr. Muzhdabayev and others said Russian 
security officers had planned to detain the 
veteran activist as well before she fell ill. 
That could not be immediately confirmed, 
and Russian authorities did not immediately 
release an official statement on the matter.

Rights groups and Western governments 
have denounced what they call a persistent 
campaign of oppression targeting members 
of the indigenous Turkic-speaking Crimean 
Tatar minority and other citizens who 
opposed Russia’s annexation of the Black 
Sea peninsula from Ukraine in March 2014.

Human Rights Watch said in a report 
released November 14 that de facto Russian 
authorities in the region have “intensified 
persecution” of Crimean Tatars due to their 
opposition to the Russian takeover of their 
historic homeland.

With reporting by Rossiskaya Gazeta, 
TASS, and RIA Novosti.

Copyright 2017, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/crimea-tatar-activ-
ists-arrested-simferopol-extortion/2887 
1936.html).

Veteran Crimean Tatar activist dies
as associates are detained by Russia

key means for achieving justice or human 
rights and to speak out against corruption. 
Were another uprising to one day grow 
into a new “Maidan,” those in control of 
militias or the police would be key players, 
strongly influencing the outcomes of possi-
ble protests. The Euro-Maidan revolt of 
2013-2014 is illustrative of this reality.

According to the Constitution of Ukraine, 
the Army can only be deployed domestically 
if the president declares a state of emergen-
cy, otherwise the National Guard and police 
undertake all responses. Hence, it is difficult 
to exaggerate the outsized role Minister 
Avakov plays in the country – his position 
allows him to manipulate the president for 
more political benefits, such as to keep 
President Poroshenko from calling early 
snap elections. Mr. Avakov’s People’s Front 
party, which holds 81 out of 450 seats in 
Parliament, could fail to win any if new elec-
tions were held soon because its current 
popularity stands at only about 0.4 percent 
(Ukranews.com, November 22, 2016).

A final factor to watch closely is the high 
numbers of Ukrainian veterans – some 
300,000 men – who served in the Donbas 
and participated in direct military clashes 

against combined Russian-separatists forc-
es (Fakty.ictv.ua, August 10, 2017). After 
returning home, most of them see no 
changes and have to struggle to support 
their families. Many of them suffer emo-
tional problems but do not receive appro-
priate medical treatment. This category is 
vulnerable to being hired by local oligarchs 
or politicians who might be interested in 
escalating political tensions.

As such, the risk of a possible violent coup 
overtaking Ukraine in the near future is 
greater than many might expect. Numerous 
Ukrainian activists, including those return-
ing from the front, are convinced that cor-
ruption, and lack of justice and political will 
to bring about real changes in Ukraine – 
which was demanded during the Euro-
Maidan – have become the enemy at home. 
To them, the revolution is incomplete, and a 
new uprising is seen as the only solution. 
The Poroshenko-Avakov standoff could dan-
gerously intensify such an outcome.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

FOR THE RECORD: Committing to 
the fight against corruption in Ukraine

The following statement by U.S. State 
Department spokesperson Heather 
Nauert was released on December 4.

Recent events – including the disrup-
tion of a high-level corruption investiga-
tion, the arrest of officials from the 
National Anti-Corruption Bureau of 
Ukraine (NABU) and the seizure of sensi-
tive NABU files – raise concerns about 
Ukraine’s commitment to fighting corrup-
tion.  These actions appear to be part of an 
effort to undermine independent anti-cor-
ruption institutions that the United States 
and others have helped support.  They 

undermine public trust and risk eroding 
international support for Ukraine.

As Secretary Tillerson has said: “It 
serves no purpose for Ukraine to fight 
for its body in Donbas if it loses its soul 
to corruption.  Anti-corruption institu-
tions must be supported, resourced and 
defended.”

Reflecting the choice of the people of 
Ukraine, the United States calls on all 
branches of Ukraine’s government to 
work together cooperatively to eliminate 
corruption from public life.  Eliminating 
corruption is key to achieving stability, 
security, and prosperity for all Ukrainians.
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by Irka Sawchyn Doll

WHIPPANY, N.J. – On November 10, 
Ukrainian National Women’s League of 
America Branch 75 of New Jersey sponsored 
a presentation by the well-known opinion 
writer Andrew Stuttaford in observance of 
the 85th anniversary of the Holodomor in 
Ukraine. Mr. Stuttaford has frequently writ-
ten on the subject of Eastern Europe, com-
munism and the genocidal Holodomor in a 
wide range of publications that include The 
Wall Street Journal and the National Review, 
where he is a contributing editor. 

Mr. Stuttaford was introduced by Oksana 
Lodziuk Krywulych, president of the branch, 
and Karen Chelak, a personal friend of the 
guest. 

Mr. Stuttaford said his first exposure to 

the existence of the Holodomor came 40 
years ago while he was in graduate school in 
Belgium, when he became friendly with a 
Ukrainian family, who discussed the events 
of the Holodomor with him. Mr. Stuttaford 
stated that since that time there has been a 
growing worldwide realization of what hap-
pened in Ukraine during the Holodomor, 
but that it is still far from a universal aware-
ness that this was “mass murder on a delib-
erate scale.”

He felt that there is still much work to do 
to counter the Russian point of view, which 
is that the Famine was the result of a failed 
agricultural experiment, rather than a con-
scious effort to break a nation and its con-
sciousness. Stalin had recognized that for 
Ukraine to become a model republic of the 

(Continued on page 5)

Holodomor-Genocide resolution passed in Pennsylvania

Andrew Stuttaford makes presentation on Holodomor

by Marie Zarycky

LANSING, Mich. – On November 2, a cold 
and rainy day, some 200 Michigan citizens 
of Ukrainian heritage gathered in the 
Rotunda of the Michigan Capitol to observe 
the 85th anniversary of the Holodomor. 
Arriving by bus and private automobiles, 
they came to pay tribute to the millions of 
innocent victims who perished in Ukraine 
during 1932-1933 as a result of the Soviet 
Russian government’s brutal plan to force 
all Ukrainian farmers to join government-
controlled collective farms and to crush the 
Ukrainian resistance.

Coming by bus were residents of the 
Metro Detroit area. Among them were 
elderly parishioners of St. Josaphat 
Ukrainian Catholic Church in Warren, resi-

dents of the Ukrainian Village, 23 students 
from the Immaculate Conception Schools 
and their teachers Daria Krywyj Hreha, 
Iryna Svytka and Oksana Zavadenko. 

Included in the group coming by bus 
were Ukrainian National Women’s League 
of America (UNWLA) members Tetyana 
Bedrus, Zirka Clark Zubar, Slava Hlynska, 
Lydia Jachnycky, Marta Jovanovich, Mary 
Mykolnko, Olya Novak Luba LePage, Ulana 
Maziak, Olya Palinevych and Valentyna 
Shayda and Nina Wasylkevych; Ukrainian 
National Association activists Dr. Alexander 
Serafyn and his wife, Zenovia; Ukrainian 
Selfreliance Federal Credit Union Board 
member Bohdan Korduba and his wife, 
Svitlana; Ukrainian Cultural Center Board 

by Ulana Baluch Mazurkevich

HARRISBURG, Pa. – On November 15, 
the Pennsylvania Senate approved Senate 
Resolution 244 designating November as 
“Ukraine Genocide Remembrance Month.”

In the resolution, the Senate recognizes 
that, “85 years ago, Soviet leader Joseph 
Stalin and his totalitarian regime committed 
an act of genocide through the implementa-
tion of an engineered famine, confiscating 
land, grain and animals from the Ukrainian 
people, resulting in the death of up to 10 
million innocent men, women and children.” 

The resolution continues, “This geno-
cide, Holodomor, meaning ‘murder by star-

vation,’ was specifically designated by the 
Soviet regime to punish independent-
minded Ukrainians for their resistance to 
its economic, political and social oppres-
sion.” 

The passage of the resolution took place 
in the beautiful ornate chambers of the 
Senate in Harrisburg, the capital of 
Pennsylvania. The lieutenant governor, 
Mike Steck, called for the vote on the 
Genocide Resolution; individual senators 
were called to give their response . 

After the unanimous passage of the res-
olution State Sen. Stewart Greenleaf intro-
duced the Ukrainian delegation; Michael 
Sawkiw Jr., director of the Ukrainian 

National Information Service and chairman 
of the U.S. Committee for Ukrainian 
Holodomor-Genocide Awareness; Eugene 
Luciw, president of the Philadelphia branch 
of the Ukrainian Congress Committee of 
America; and Ulana Baluch Mazurkevich, 
head of the Philadelphia Holodomor 
Committee. 

The Senate greeted the passage of the 
resolution and the delegation with a stand-
ing ovation.

After the passage of the resolution, the 
delegation had the opportunity to meet 
with Lt. Gov. Steck in his chambers. A very 

interesting and productive meeting was 
held with the lieutenant governor, who 
expressed interest in visiting Ukraine to 
explore economic trade between the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and 
Ukraine.

Prior to the passage of the resolution, 
Mr.  Sawkiw,  Mr.  Luciw and Ms. 
Mazurkevich met with State Sen. Greenleaf 
to thank him for his support of Ukraine and 
the Ukrainian community in Pennsylvania. 
At this meeting Mr. Sawkiw presented the 
senior senator with a Friend of UNIS 
award. 

Andrew Stuttaford with New Jersey members of Ukrainian National Women’s League 
of America.

Myron Krywulych

Students of Immaculate Conception Ukrainian Catholic Schools of Warren, Mich., 
with State Sen. Steven Bieda and teachers Iryna Svytka, Daria Krywyj Hreha and the 

event’s MC, Vera Andrushkiw.

Roman Zubar

(Continued on page 5)

Michael Sawkiw Jr. (right) presents a Friend of UNIS award to State Sen. Stewart 
Greenleaf (second from left) of Pennsylvania.

In the Pennsylvania Senate Chambers (from left) are: State Sens. Art Haywood and 
Bob Mensch, Ulana Mazurkevich, Michael Sawkiw Jr., Eugene Luciw and State Sen. 

Stewart Greenleaf.

Doug Gross

Holodomor remembrance held in Michigan’s State Capitol
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USSR under the control of the Bolsheviks, 
the Ukrainian peasantry, which was the 
“soul” of Ukraine, would have to be eviscer-
ated, and the Famine was designed to 
accomplish that purpose, he explained.

Mr. Stuttaford discussed several issues 
that hindered the broader acceptance of 
the Holodomor as a “crime perpetrated by 
the Soviet Union on the Ukrainian people.” 
Debate has questioned whether the 
Holodomor qualified to be defined as a 
genocide. Whether genocide is defined as a 
physical annihilation of a people, or as the 
destruction of the culture of a specific 
national group, Mr. Stuttaford asserted that 
the Holodomor was a genuine genocide. 
Referring to Anne Applebaum’s new book, 
“Red Famine: Stalin’s War on Ukraine” – 

which he strongly recommended – he said 
the author considers the Holodomor a con-
scious attempt to destroy the Ukrainian 
nation. Mr. Stuttaford added that he 
believes the term “genocide” is important 
to use in any discussion of the Holodomor, 
as the term carries convincing weight.

Other discussions divert attention from 
the reality of the Holodomor by focusing on 
the actual numbers of those killed as a 
result of the Famine, and subsequently on 
the validity of the Famine itself, the guest 
speaker noted. The specific number “miss-
es the point,” said Mr. Stuttaford. Whether it 
was 4 million or 7 million, the number of 
dead was in the millions, which is horrific. 
He mentioned that a broader understand-
ing of the Holodomor is often undermined 
by an indifference to Ukraine, which often 
is not accepted as a “proper country” due to 
effective Russian propaganda. 

The subject of Walter Duranty, reporter 

for The New York Times who won a 
Pulitzer Prize for his reportage from the 
Soviet Union under Stalin, including dis-
credited dispatches that refuted the exis-
tence of the Famine, generated several 
questions during the Q&A portion of the 
talk. Mr. Stuttaford said he feels that 
Duranty was an “opportunist” who took 
advantage of an audience that wanted to 
believe the Soviet state was an attractive 
alternative to democracy. Another factor 
was that President Franklin D. Roosevelt 
wanted to establish diplomatic relations 
with the Soviet Union, and Duranty’s writ-
ings supported this objective. 

In response to a question asking why 
The New York Times refuses to disavow the 
discredited Duranty’s Pulitzer, Mr. 
Stuttaford said it was unlikely the newspa-
per would make any changes, partly due to 
arguments based on the timing of the 
award, and partly due to stubbornness and 

embarrassment on The Times. 
Looking at the part of Holodomor 

through the prism of current events, Mr. 
Stuttaford observed that Vladimir Putin is 
rebuilding an imperial state, and that a 
democratic state in Ukraine would support 
Russians who are interested in democracy. 
It is in President Putin’s interests to keep 
the conflict in the Donbas running as a con-
tinuing irritant to Ukraine to keep Ukraine 
as a “failed state” and thereby prevent 
Ukraine from joining NATO. 

The discussion concluded with sincere 
thanks from Ms. Krywulych, who noted that 
the audience had gained valuable new 
insights from Mr. Stuttaford’s very informa-
tive presentation.

The well-attended event sponsored by 
UNWLA Branch 75 was open to the public 
and was presented in recognition of 
November as Ukrainian Genocide 
Remembrance Month.

(Continued from page 4)

Andrew Stuttaford...

(Continued from page 4)

Holodomor...

member Roman Zubar; Lubomyr Jachnycky, 
president of the Ukrainian American 
Medical Foundation; and Detroitski Novyny 
editorial board members Jaroslav 
Berezowsky and Jaroslaw Fylonenko. 

Arriving by car from Metro Detroit were 
Ukrainian Congress Committee of America 
(UCCA) branch President Vasyl Peretz and 
board members Michael and Jaroslav 
Andriashko and Borys Potapenko; 
Ukrainian Graduates of Detroit and 
Windsor members Dr. Halyna Bialczyk, 
Cathy Nazark, Andrew Stoiko, Alex 
Tolksdorf and Lydia Taraschuk; and Sonya 
Kushner, Volodymyra Kumlyk and Ruslana 
Proonko of the Nova Khvylya (New Wave) 
organization. 

Among those from other areas of 
Michigan were the Very Rev. Paul 
Bodnarchuk, pastor of St. Mary the 
Protectress Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral in 
Southfield; Barbara Carson, Oksana Posa and 
Dr. Daria Rotte of Ann Arbor; Kateryna 
Kizyma of Oxford; Nadia Parnell of Beverly 
Hills; Ostap and Nusia Macielinski from 
Brighton; attorney Daria Schlega from East 
Lansing; Nicholas and Jaroslava Zabrodsky 
from Lansing; and Bohdan and Lida 

Kazewych and Lesia Lawrin from 
Williamston.

Vera Andrushkiw, president of the 
Detroit Regional Council of the UNWLA, 
greeted the participants and asked the Rev. 
Walter Rybicky, assistant pastor of St. 
Josaphat Ukrainian Catholic Church, to 
commence the observance with a prayer of 
remembrance, which was followed by the 
singing of the American and Ukrainian 
national anthems. Dr. Andrushkiw then 
read a letter from U.S. Rep. Sander Levin, a 
leading member of the Congressional 
Ukrainian Caucus who was instrumental in 
procuring federal land for the Holodomor 
Memorial in Washington.

A former teacher at the Immaculate 
Conception High School and lecturer at 
Wayne State University, the University of 
Michigan and Harvard, Dr. Andrushkiw 
then provided a thorough historical review 
of the Holodomor. She reviewed its causes, 
terrible human costs and the scandalous 
silence of the Western media and govern-
ment in the face of the horrendous events 
occurring in Soviet-occupied Ukraine in 
1932-1933. Only a few courageous 
Western journalists honestly reported 
about the genocidal Famine.

Olga Liskiwsky and Roma Sawchuk-
Figacz read moving excerpts from their 
mothers’ accounts of the Holodomor, which 

they witnessed as children.
State Rep. Martin Howrylak (R) of Troy, 

who arranged for the observance to be held 
in the Capitol Rotunda, and State Sen. 
Steven Bieda (D) of Centerline and Warren, 
addressed the participants and assured 
them that they would make every effort to 
make sure the Holodomor is included in 

Michigan’s statutory Genocide Studies cur-
riculum. Also participating in the obser-
vance were State Reps. Patrick Green and 
John Miller.

Nicholas Deychakiwsky of Brighton, a 
member of the Ukrainian Bandurist Chorus 
played on the bandura and sang “Viye 
Viter” (The Wind Blows) and Tetyana 
Bedrus of Troy sang “Svicha” (Candle), the 
signature song about the Holodomor, to 
composer Myroslav Skoryk’s “Melodiya.” 
This concluded the program, and Dr. 
Andrushkiw thanked everyone for attend-
ing.

Before leaving the Capitol, participants 
were invited by Rep. Howrylak to visit the 
visitors’  gallery of the House of 
Representative, where they were duly rec-
ognized by the speaker. 

On November 5, the Holodomor 
Commemoration Committee recognized 
true friends of Ukrainians, Rep. Levin and 
Mich. State Rep. Howrylak with certificates 
of appreciation.

On November 9, Rep. Howrylak 
announced at the State Capitol that, in 
accordance with Resolution 211, Saturday, 
November 25, would be marked as 
Holodomor Memorial Day in Michigan.

Marie Zarycky is the UNWLA’s Holodomor 
commemoration chair.

With State Rep. Martin Howrylak (hold-
ing plaque) are (from left) his legislative 
assistant Ray Watts, Vera Andrushkiw 

and Marie Zarycky.

Roman Zubar
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As our readers are fully aware, this year marks the beginning of observances of 
the 85th anniversary of the Holodomor, the Great Famine of 1932-1933 that killed 
millions in Ukraine – 4 million, according to some sources; 7 million to 10 million, 
according to others. We will never know the exact number because this genocide 
organized by Joseph Stalin and his regime was not meant to become known. 
Contemporaneous reports of hunger in Soviet-controlled Ukraine were denied, and 
willing sycophants supported those denials. For decades, the Holodomor was a for-
bidden topic in the USSR. According to historian and Holodomor researcher 
Stanislav Kulchytsky (writing in 2005), “The Stalinist taboo on mentioning the 
Famine was broken only after the Ukrainian diaspora succeeded in persuading the 
U.S. Congress to create a temporary commission to investigate the events of 1932-
1933 in Ukraine.” The U.S. Commission on the Ukraine Famine, whose staff director 
was the late James Mace, in its final report to Congress in 1988 concluded that the 
Holodomor was genocide.

That determination was actually made much earlier by none other than the coin-
er of the term “genocide.” Raphael Lemkin, a Polish Jewish lawyer, first used the term 
in 1944 in his book “Axis Rule in Occupied Europe,” and he championed adoption of 
the Convention on Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide that was 
approved by the United Nations General Assembly in 1948. In 1953 Lemkin wrote 
an essay titled “Soviet Genocide in Ukraine.” According to Ukrainian Canadian schol-
ar Dr. Roman Serbyn, the essay seems to be the text for Lemkin’s address on 
September 20, 1953, at the Ukrainian Famine commemoration in New York. 

As reported on the front page of this newspaper’s issue dated September 26, 1953, 
Lemkin spoke at a rally at the Manhattan Center that was held immediately after a 
protest march marking the Famine’s 20th anniversary. Some 15,000 people participat-
ed in the march; a capacity audience of 5,000 attended the rally. The Weekly reported 
that Lemkin “reviewed in a moving fashion the fate of the millions of Ukrainians 
before and since the 1932-1933 [Famine] who died victims to the Soviet Russian plans 
to exterminate as many of them as possible in order to break the heroic Ukrainian 
national resistance to Soviet Russian rule and occupation, and Communism.” 

Lemkin began his remarks with these words: “What I want to speak about is per-
haps the classic example of Soviet genocide, its longest and broadest experiment in 
Russification – the destruction of the Ukrainian nation.” As Dr. Serbyn pointed out in 
2009, in an introductory note to Lemkin’s essay/speech, “He rightly extends the dis-
cussion of Ukrainian genocide beyond the peasants starving in 1932-1933, and speaks 
about the destruction of the intelligentsia and the Church, the ‘brain’ and the ‘soul’ of 
the nation. He puts emphasis on the preservation and development of culture, beliefs 
and common ideas, which make Ukraine ‘a nation rather than a mass of people.’ ”

Lemkin pointed out: “Ukraine is highly susceptible to racial murder by select parts 
and so the Communist tactics there have not followed the pattern taken by the 
German attacks against the Jews. The nation is too populous to be exterminated com-
pletely with any efficiency. However, its leadership, religious, intellectual, political, its 
select and determining parts, are quite small and therefore easily eliminated, and so it 
is upon these groups particularly that the full force of the Soviet axe has fallen, with its 
familiar tools of mass murder, deportation and forced labor, exile and starvation.” 

He detailed a three-pronged attack on the Ukrainian nation: first on “the intelli-
gentsia, the national brain, so as to paralyze the rest of the body”; then against “the 
churches, priests and hierarchy, the soul of Ukraine”; and then on “the farmers, the 
large mass of independent peasants who are the repository of the tradition, folklore 
and music, the national language and literature, the national spirit, of Ukraine.” The 
weapon used against the latter, Lemkin continued, “is perhaps the most terrible of 
all – starvation. Between 1932 and 1933, 5 million Ukrainians starved to death…” 
And then there was a “fourth step,” he said, that “consisted in the fragmentation of 
the Ukrainian people at once by the addition to the Ukraine of foreign peoples and 
by the dispersion of the Ukrainians throughout Eastern Europe. In this way, ethnic 
unity would be destroyed and nationalities mixed. …”

Lemkin’s essay went on to detail Soviet atrocities of the later 1930s and 1940s in 
Ukraine. “This is not simply a case of mass murder. It is a case of genocide, of 
destruction, not of individuals only, but of a culture and a nation. …Soviet national 
unity is being created, not by any union of ideas and of cultures, but by the complete 
destruction of all cultures and of all ideas save one – the Soviet,” he concluded.

Today, with Soviet-era archives being accessible to researchers in Ukraine, 
Lemkin’s cogent analysis has been confirmed and substantiated.

The Ukrainian Weekly

Thirty years ago, on December 10, 1987, President Ronald 
Reagan signed a proclamation declaring Human Rights Day. 

He did so during an official ceremony in the Oval Office, where 
human rights representatives from 10 countries were thanked for 
their work. Mr. Reagan expressed to them all that Americans admire 
and honor them for their heroic efforts on behalf of mankind.

On hand were: Armando Valladares, U.S. ambassador to the 
United Nations, High Commission on Human Rights; Rebecca Range, deputy assistant to 
the president and director of public liaison; Ambassador Richard Schifter, assistant secre-
tary of state for human rights. Also present were: Rebecca Asrate, Ethiopian; Anatoly 
Koryagin, Russian; Danylo Shumuk, Ukrainian; Vyatautas Skuodis, Lithuanian; George 
Calciu, Romanian; Minh Khuc, Vietnamese; Marta Baltodano, Nicaraguan; Chaw Ku, 
Loatian; Aldo Zuccolillo, Paraguayan; and Maximo Pacheco, Chilean.

The proclamation was made as an affirmation of the U.S. commitment to the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights that was adopted by the United Nations General Assembly 
on December 10, 1948. (Eight member states – the Soviet Union, Belarusian SSR, 

Dec. 
10
1987

Turning the pages back...

by Paul Goble

Aleksandr Zakharchenko, the self-pro-
claimed leader of the Russian client statelet 
the Donetsk People’s Republic, has called 
for the confiscation of all agricultural food 
products and their hand-over to his regime, 
an ugly order in and of itself and especially 
ugly given Ukraine’s experience with the 
Holodomor in 1932-1933.

The order, dated November 3 and post-
ed on his regime’s website at old.dnr-
online.ru/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/
Ukaz_N291_03112017.pdf, specifies that 
“cereals and grains, as well as fruits grow-
ing on bushes, trees and vines that have 
been harvested without permission on 
state and municipal plots are the property 
of the Donetsk People’s Republic.”

As the Euromaidan Press points out, 
similar measures were “in effect during the 
Holodomor in Ukraine when …Stalin 
imposed a repressive new law on the pro-
tection of state property” and used it to 
confiscate food from those who were 
already starving (euromaidanpress.
com/2017/11/13/dnr-leader-zakharchen-
ko-orders-confiscation-of-local-crops).

And the analogy is made even more 
compelling because, as the news service 
points out, “previously OSCE observers 
[had] reported seeing trucks full of cereals 
and grains on Russian-controlled territo-
ries in Ukraine moving towards the 
Russian-Ukrainian border and into the 

Russian Federation,” just as happened 
under Stalin.

This report raises three questions: Who 
in fact ordered it? Why did that person do 
so? And what should be the reaction of 
Ukrainians and people of good will around 
the world? The answers to each are obvious.

First, it is clear that this order originated 
not in the mind of Mr. Zakharchenko but 
from Vladimir Putin in the Kremlin. As U.S. 
Special Representative for Ukraine 
Negotiations Kurt Volker pointed out last 
week, Moscow controls “100 percent” of 
what happens in the Donbas (thinktanks.
by/publication/2017/ 11/05/kurt-volker-
rossiya-na-100-kontroliruet-proishodyas-
chee-na-donbasse.html).

Thus, Mr. Putin has to be held responsi-
ble for this horrific action and not allowed 
to escape public censure and, one hopes, 
eventual punishment for this crime against 
humanity as well as so many others.

Second, Mr. Putin ordered it both to shore 
up morale among his fighters and to provoke 
Ukraine into actions that will isolate it from 
the West. By issuing an order like this, the 
Russian president has sent a clear message 
to his fighters that they can expect no quar-
ter if they are defeated and thus must be 
prepared to fight to the very end.

And he clearly hopes, as he has so often, 
to provoke his opponents, in this case, the 
Ukrainians, into taking actions or making 

by Paul Goble

A major reason that Moscow has to 
struggle to find symmetrical responses to 
anything other countries do is because it 
lacks many of the institutions that they 
have but that Russia does not, ranging from 
media environments open to almost any-
one to schools in the languages of many 
minorities.

Consequently, the Kremlin is forced to 
identify “asymmetrical” replies that often 
put it even more at odds with others and 
that at the very least call attention to the 
lack of institutions on its own territory 
equivalent to those its government-con-
trolled media complain about when other 
governments restrict them in any way.

A classic example of this involves schools 
in the languages of minority nationalities in 
other countries and in Russia. As Radio 
Liberty’s Pavel Kazarin says, Moscow isn’t 
in a position to close Ukrainian-language 
schools in response to Kyiv’s promotion of 
Ukrainian because there aren’t any 
Ukrainian-language schools in Russia (ru.
krymr.com/a/28852778.html).

Russia is currently threatening to “limit 
the activities of Ukrainian media on its ter-
ritory,” the commentator says, but one is 
compelled to ask, Mr. Kazarin continues, 
“just what responsive actions is Moscow 
talking about?” Almost all Ukrainian media 
already have closed their bureaus and 
activities in Russia.

Russia with remarkable success in many 
quarters “is conducting itself as if it were 
the victim of Ukrainian aggression,” when 
in fact the situation is just the reverse. And 
it can complain as much as it wants to 
about Ukraine’s language law, but it can’t 
symmetrically respond because “Ukrainian 
schools in Russia don’t exist” for the mil-
lions of Ukrainians there.

Moscow can also complain about the 
ban on Russian TV channels in Ukraine, but 
it can’t respond by shuttering Ukrainian 
broadcasts to Russia because they were 
long ago shut out of Russian cable net-
works, except of course for pro-Moscow 
channels like Inter, which by itself is “indic-
ative.”

This list of places where Russia has no 
possible symmetric response because it has 
already closed out Ukrainian language, 
information and goods could be extended 
almost infinitely, Mr. Kazarin says. But every-
one needs to remember that “the initiator of 
the divorce of the two countries from the 
very beginning was Moscow,” not Kyiv.

As the writer notes, there was no bal-
ance that Kyiv authorities are now violat-
ing. Moscow is trying to present itself as the 
aggrieved party and alleging that Ukraine is 
the problem – something that even the 
most cursory examination of the situation 
will demonstrate is not the case. 

Donbas leader calls for confiscating food, 
echoing Stalin’s Holodomor of 1932-1933

Moscow can’t close Ukrainian schools
in Russia because there aren’t any

(Continued on page 12)

Lemkin was right

 WINDOW ON EURASIA

Paul Goble is a long-time specialist on 
ethnic and religious questions in Eurasia 
who has served in various capacities in the 
U.S. State Department, the Central 
Intelligence Agency and the International 
Broadcasting Bureau, as well as at the Voice 
of America and Radio Free Europe/Radio 
Liberty and the Carnegie Endowment for 
International Peace. The article above is 
reprinted with permission from his blog 
called “Window on Eurasia” (http://windo-
woneurasia2.blogspot.com/).

(Continued on page 18)
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by Andrew Sorokowski

Five years ago, a colleague and I con-
ducted an informal and not very systematic 
survey of the Ukrainian Catholic communi-
ty in the United States. Not surprisingly, the 
sample, which was weighted toward older 
individuals, revealed a religiously commit-
ted and active population. As we noted 
then, however, we still need a professional 
sociological survey of our diaspora – 
Catholics, Orthodox, Protestants, adherents 
of other faiths, agnostics and non-believers, 
both those in the “community” and beyond 
it – regarding attitudes towards Church and 
religion. It is in the interest of the Churches, 
and of the community as a whole, to com-
mission such a survey. Relying on parish 
statistics tells us nothing about why people 
leave our Churches.

Earlier this year, I circulated an informal 
opinion poll among several Ukrainian 
Catholic friends and acquaintances, with 
the proviso that the responses might be 
made public, albeit anonymously. The ques-
tion was this: Do you think there is a “criti-
cal mass” of committed and intellectually 
curious Ukrainian Catholics in the North 
American diaspora who could form the 
core of a revived church? Following are 
slightly edited excerpts from the responses, 
which, while not representative of diaspora 
opinion as a whole, do offer some insight 
into what people are thinking about the 
future of the Ukrainian Catholic Church.

“I do not know whether there is a core 
group with the describers you mention. …
In general, I have seen much apathy over 
the years, and not only to spiritual things, 
but cultural as well. …The main problem I 
have seen ‘out in the trenches’ has always 
been ignorance of Scripture. …Do people 
have an actual relationship with Christ, or 
at least are seeking that/Him? If not, then 
why not? and have they replaced Him with 
something or someone else? Everyone 
wants happiness, but does not always 
know where or how to find it.” 

“I think one of the biggest challenges… is 
a linguistic one. And the problem gets com-
pounded by the fact that newer clergy is 
more comfortable with Ukrainian, not 
English, although some have become quite 
adept at English.” 

“… our communities tend to be so scat-
tered that these people do not always know 
each other. Also, we have a fair number of 
people who have actually benefitted from 
their ‘temporary migration’ to Roman 
Catholic churches. … these are very patriotic 
Ukrainians, who nonetheless have been so 
disappointed/hurt by their own Ukrainian 
parishes, that grudgingly they go to Roman 
Catholic parishes. But they always tell me 
how they would love to come back. … [I]t 
also all depends on what we think the 
Church is. If it is in fact an appendage to the 
Ukrainian nation or community, then, of 
course, it not only will die, but from a ‘mar-
keting’ perspective should die, because 
today there are all sorts of other great, 
lucrative, fun, exciting and ‘quicker’ ways to 
be Ukrainian. …in Ukraine we do indeed see 
more and more intellectuals who have a 
hunger for the living God. And since they 
live in a real Ukraine (in spite of all of its 
frailty), they don’t feel the need to prop up a 
surrogate. They know that we’ve already 
had one Ukraine without God, and that 
experiment failed miserably.”

“The emphasis of our primary mission is 
not ‘heard’ by many, perhaps even by most. 
We are not an ‘ethnic’ Church. … It is easy to 
forget the obvious – we are part of a larger 

socio-religious picture in these United 
States. Atheistic humanism and ‘technolo-
gism’ are part of the milieu in which lan-
guage (Ukrainian/English), old-new calen-
dar, and geographic distance affect the forc-
es that we can marshal to preach the 
Gospel. …these are some ideas I think 
impair the mission: the idea that the Church 
is a distant institution instead of a ‘team’ of 
believers. …a childish attitude that ‘waits’ to 
be instructed instead of being thirsty for 
knowledge. …The Church celebrates in the 
House of God but grows and thrives at 
home. The family must be [where] religious 
instruction takes place. Home schooling by 
parents and siblings is indispensable. …New 
liturgical services of 20-30 minutes for pop-
ular worship. New popular religious songs. 
Uniformity of calendar.”

“The revived Church would be one that 
focuses on the Spirit vs. mainly on reason 
for its being. Many Catholics, Ukrainians 
included (in the U.S. or Ukraine), are turn-
ing to other religious traditions (Hindu – 
Yoga,  Meditation; New Age; Zen; 
Pentecostals) primarily because these tra-
ditions address the emptiness and discord 
they ‘feel’ in their everyday lives. In trying 
to revive the Church, we need people who 
seek to understand why these other tradi-
tions are attracting and stealing so many 
Christian/Catholic believers. …Parishioners 
need to feel that they are part of a commu-
nity. …However, what happens when the 
children of these Fourth-Wavers grow to 
adulthood and assimilate into the larger 
U.S. community? …Unless the Ukrainian 
Catholic Church figures out how to reach 
and retain the hearts and minds of the 
faithful in their everyday life concerns, 
under-girded by a spiritual and moral base, 
the membership is likely to dwindle even 
further. National heritage will not be 
enough. …What I would like to see is a 
greater emphasis on evangelization of 
young and old alike, and less on dogma. 
Sermons are very important and should 
address the spiritual, moral and daily living 
struggles of the faithful. A special effort to 
improve preaching should be made… 
People need to hear how they are to live 
and love as Christians. ...Furthermore, our 
religious rituals are beautiful but are no 
longer as engaging as in the early Church. 
These rituals should strive to engage every-
one in a greater personal participation, 
such as responses in song – not just being 
the exclusive domain of the choir.  …
Community is a major missing element not 
just in our churches, but in the general cul-
ture today. People feel ‘disconnected’ and 
are hungry for community. There are a lot 
of lonely, isolated people, about whom no 
one cares. There is a lot of ‘cliquishness’ in 
our Ukrainian churches.” 

“To get into liturgical services more 
deeply, an explanation of some theological 
thought or more important elements of a 
given service – divine liturgy, matins, ves-
pers, Presanctified Gifts, panakhyda/paras-
tas, Hours, akathystos/moleben – would be 
very helpful... A one-minute reflection 
before the service would set the tone, give 
direction. This can be expanded to groups… 
We must change the attitude from ritual-
for-ritual’s sake and passive presence to 
participation of each person as one-by-one 
together they form a community of wor-
shippers. Conscious participation is quint-
essential for spiritual renewal.  …There also 
has to come a time when our theologians 
give serious thought to the quasi-liturgical 
qualities of the Kyivan Church’s legacy of 
the domestic Church. …We have to meet 
head-on the defining spirituality of our 

NEWS AND VIEWS: Vox populi

(Continued on page 18)
Andrew Sorokowski is president of the 

Ukrainian Patriarchal Society in the U.S.A.

In his 2005 state of the nation address, 
Russian President Vladimir Putin called the 
fall of the Soviet Union, “the greatest geo-
political catastrophe of the century.” Few 
outside of Russia would agree, but appar-
ently that’s what he believes. So how did Mr. 
Putin celebrate the centennial of the 
Bolshevik Revolution that brought Vladimir 
Lenin and global communism to power? 

He didn’t. 
For 75 years, November 7 was the prin-

cipal holiday for Russia, Ukraine and the 
other 13 “republics” spread across a dozen 
time zones in the USSR and after World 
War II, extending west to Central European 
“satellites” (Poland, Bulgaria, Romania, 
etc.) and countries on other continents 
allied with Moscow (Cuba, China, Angola, 
etc.). Schools, factories and enterprises 
closed for parades, concerts, speeches and 
rivers of vodka. A few bars in New York, 
Ukrainian Labor Temples in Cleveland and 
Detroit, and communist hangouts in Paris, 
Bologna and London also celebrated Lenin 
and his revolution.

I was 22 in 1970 when I first went to 
Ukraine. Stiflingly repressive, the USSR was 
at the height of its power and, to the eyes of 
the young kid I was back then, Russian rule 
was indeed “total.” There was no escaping 
politics. Everywhere from Uzhhorod, Kyiv 
and Lviv to the villages and towns we 
drove through, you saw the red flag, the 
hammer and sickle, and the slogan: “Lenin 
lived, Lenin lives, Lenin will always live,” as 
if he were god. That, coupled with ubiqui-
tous government surveillance and concom-
itant self-censorship intimidated pretty 
much everyone, including within days, 
tourists like me and my three friends who 
dialed back our brash American openness 
to conform to prevailing social norms, pro-
tecting relatives we knew might be pun-
ished for their connection to us. 

And yet, young dissidents in Russia, 
Ukraine, the Caucasus and the Baltic states – 
products of the 1960s – were starting to 
openly confront the Kremlin dictatorship. 
Tiny as it was relative to the vast Soviet pop-
ulation, the dissident movement would 
become a moral force that a generation later 
led to the Putin-lamented demise of the “Evil 
Empire.” And so Lenin, who might have 
“lived” forever half a century ago, is certainly 
dead now, even if his corpse (or a wax fac-
simile) is still revered at a mausoleum at Red 
Square and a thousand statues to him loom 
in Russian cities, towns and villages. But the 
Communist economy and worldwide 
empire he imposed is gone, and the revolu-
tion he launched a hundred years ago is now 
but a footnote in official Russian history. 

It’s not hard to see why: Mr. Putin has 
been president or prime minister of Russia 
since 1999, pledging to restore Russia’s 
greatness and inaugurate prosperity. His 
promises, however, are nothing more than 
propaganda, 21st century versions of the 
“Potemkin Villages” tsarist officialdom con-
structed in 1787 to impress Empress 
Catherine II for a cruise down the Dnipro 
River. The “villages” were actually empty 
facades erected to give the impression of 
prosperity while masking the reality of 
serfdom, ignorance and poverty.

By all accounts, Russia is not that differ-
ent today, albeit bereft of Ukraine and 
other colonies; it’s still a repressive country 
where a small circle enjoys opulence and 
status – boyars in the tsarist age, commis-
sars under Stalin, oligarchs today. The lat-

ter are dependent for their protected privi-
lege on a Kremlin ruler to whom they owe 
unquestioning obedience while he presides 
over inert masses, placating them with hol-
low slogans about their country’s great-
ness. Its “greatness” is based on invading 
Georgia and Ukraine, and threatening and 
cyberattacking its neighbors. Troll farms 
intervene in votes around the world: Brexit 
in the United Kingdom; Catalonia in Spain; 
the Netherlands referendum on Ukraine’s 
association with the European Union; and, 
of course, the recent U.S. presidential cam-
paign. There’s even Kremlin support for 
quixotic secession movements in Texas and 
California. Russia also promotes its “great-
ness” by providing athletes with perfor-
mance-enhancing drugs to “win” medals at 
the Olympics and world championships. 
Hundreds of Russian athletes have been 
implicated in doping. Scores have been 
stripped of medals.

With economic hardship at home, ostra-
cism abroad and social-economic inequali-
ty reminiscent of tsarist days, it’s no won-
der Mr. Putin avoids mention of the over-
throw of an oppressive, autocratic regime. 
That’s why he declined to celebrate Lenin’s 
revolution, which in reality was a coup 
d’état. 

The real revolution came early in 1917. 
And actually what’s called the “Russian 
Revolution” was a dozen revolutions, includ-
ing the one in Ukraine. When Tsar Nicolas 
abdicated a century ago this past February, 
Ukrainians promptly set up the Central Rada 
to organize for independence. The ensuing 
years were complex and difficult for the 
small cohort working to set up a state after 
centuries of tsarist rule under which nation-
ally conscious Ukrainians were barred from 
administering their own territory. Indeed, it 
was a crime to even publish in the Ukrainian 
language or to formally teach it to children. 
It’s telling that the leaders of Ukraine’s revo-
lution were for the most scholars like histori-
an Mykhailo Hrushevsky or litterateurs like 
journalist Symon Petliura and novelist 
Volodymyr Vynnychenko. They and others of 
similar backgrounds were unprepared to 
form a state but, in the absence of those who 
might have done so, were willing to take on 
the challenge. Hrushevsky was tasked with 
setting up a government, Petliura with orga-
nizing an army. Given the hurdles they con-
fronted, their accomplishments were aston-
ishing. Taking a largely illiterate population 
and forging an independent state out of such 
unproven raw material, and then defend-
ing its sovereignty for three years against a 
host of Bolshevik and “White” Russian 
armies is a legacy worth commemorating. 

It’s already begun. At Columbia 
University’s Harriman Institute, Dr. Mark 
Andryczyk organized a conference in 
February with a focus on lesser-known fig-
ures in Ukraine’s Revolution. In November, 
Ohio State University’s Slavic Center spon-
sored a conference recounting how the 
Bolshevik tragedy impacted individual lives. 

Russia ignored its revolution. It will be 
revealing to compare that with the fire-
works Ukraine is sure to set off on January 
22, 2018, when the country celebrates the 
centennial of the Central Rada’s indepen-
dence proclamation in the Fourth 
Universal. Two different countries, two dif-
ferent revolutions. 

Celebrating revolution – or not

 PERSPECTIVES
  by Andrew Fedynsky

Andrew Fedynsky’s e-mail address is 
afedynsky@gmail.com
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“Lost Kingdom: The Quest for Empire 
and the Making of the Russian Nation 
From 1470 to the Present,” by Serhii 
Plokhy. New York: Basic Books,. 2017.  ISBN: 
978-0-465-09849-1. $32 (hardcover), 398 
pp. ISBN: 978-0-465-09739-5. $18.99 
(e-book).

The collapse of the Soviet Union in 
1991 caused observers to ask, “What 
should the relationship be between the 
new Russian state and its former imperial 
possessions – now independent, post-
Soviet republics – and to the Russian and 
Russian-speaking enclaves in those repub-
lics?”

The Russian elite traditionally believe 
that Russia and its East Slavic neighbors 
are – and always will be – part of a joint 
historical and cultural space, and ultimate-
ly the same nation. The ongoing Ukraine-
Russia war can be traced to this theme 
that has been perpetuated in the region 
for the past five centuries. Other central 
themes include Russia’s great-power sta-
tus and influence beyond its borders; the 
continuing relevance of religion, especially 
Orthodoxy, in defining Russian identity 
and conducting Russian policy abroad; 
and the importance of language and cul-
ture as tools of state policy in the region.

Prof. Serhii Plokhy’s latest work, “Lost 
Kingdom” traces the history of Russian 
nationalism at its cross-section with 
Russian imperialism. His work in this book 
suggests that to understand the dangerous 

nationalism of President Vladimir Putin 
and the Kremlin today, one must first 
understand the history behind it.

As the book publisher’s press release 
describes: “From the rise of the indepen-
dent Muscovite state on the ruins of the 
Mongol Empire to the reinvention of 
Russian nationhood after the fall of the 
USSR, ‘Lost Kingdom’ follows the efforts of 
the Russian elites to restore the territorial 
unity of the ‘lost kingdom’ – the medieval 
Kyivan state the provided Eastern Slavs 
with much of their cultural legacy. The 
search for a ‘lost kingdom’ as a phenome-
non of European history is hardly unique 
to Russia, but unlike its modern European 
peers, Russia remains embroiled in this 
search today, continuing to long for impe-
rial expansion and great-power status. It is 
in the pursuit of that vision, Plokhy argues, 
that Russia has lost its way to modern 
nationhood, and in that sense has become 
a ‘lost kingdom’ in its own right.”  

The book begins with the formation of 
an independent Russian state in the sec-
ond half of the 15th century; in six parts, 
Prof. Plokhy continues to the present, cov-
ering large swaths of Russian and East 
European history and territory.

In Part I, Prof. Plokhy outlines how, over 
the course of the 18th century, Russia’s 
imperial rulers and intellectuals managed 
to combine the medieval concepts of 
dynasty and religion with an emerging 
national consciousness into a new con-
struct of Russian imperial nationhood. 

In the second part, the author shows 
how the new construct of Russian imperi-
al nationhood was strongly challenged by 
the modern European nationalism of the 
Poles: though defeated in battle, they defi-
antly refused to give up their claim to 
Ukrainian and Belarusian territories 
annexed to the Russian Empire in the late 
18th century partitions of Poland. 

Russia had adjusted its model of nation-
al identity by the second half of the 19th 
century in order to suppress the rise of 
modern nationalism among the Eastern 
Slavs. Russian imperial authorities, as 
described in Part III, attempted to accom-

modate rising Ukrainian nationalism by 
promoting the concept of a tripartite 
Russian nation consisting not of a mono-
lithic Russian people, but of three tribes: 
Great Russian, Little Russian (Ukrainian) 
and Belarusian. The authorities also tried, 
not without success, to stop the develop-
ment of non-Great Russian literary lan-
guages and high cultures.

The Russian Revolutions of 1905 and 
1917, covered in Part IV, destroyed the 
imperial model of a tripartite nation. 
Russians, Ukrainians and Belarusians 
were recognized as separate nations and 
pitted against one another. 

During the Soviet leadership, examined 
in Part V, it was the policy to establish a 
hierarchy and modus vivendi among the 
three nations that constituted the Slavic 
core of the Soviet Union. The Soviet strate-
gy failed and the USSR collapsed in 1991. 

In the final section, Prof. Plokhy details 
Russia’s post-Soviet attempts to forge a 
new national identity by reviving some of 
its imperial legacies, which, he argues, 
eventually led to the ongoing Russo-
Ukrainian war.

Dr. Plokhy is the Mykhailo Hrushevsky 
Professor of Ukrainian History and direc-
tor of the Ukrainian Research Institute at 
Harvard University. Among his latest pub-
lications are “The Gates of Europe,” “The 
Last Empire” and “Yalta.”

Readers may obtain more information 
by contacting the publisher, Basic Books, 
via telephone, 212-364-1100, or via its 
website, www.basicbooks.com. Copies of 
the book can be purchased at booksellers 
and online retailers.

Russia’s ongoing quest for empire

UACA and the Ukrainian churches and busi-
nesses in her district. The senator read the 
proposed text of the resolution and asked 
many questions about the Holodomor. Like 
the majority of Americans, she was not 
familiar with the history of the Famine-
Genocide but was eager to learn about it 
and its importance to her constituents.

Sen. Monnes Anderson became the 
champion of the Holodomor Remembrance 
Day resolution in the Oregon legislature. 
She filed it and, together with Sen. Jeff 
Kruse, acted as the chief sponsor. In addi-
tion to the two chief sponsors, 13 other 
Oregon legislators – senators and represen-
tatives from both the Republican and 
Democratic parties – became regular spon-
sors. The resolution was introduced at the 
request of the Ukrainian-American Cultural 
Association of Oregon and former Oregon 
Sen. Chris Edwards from Eugene.

Since this was the first legislative bill pro-
moted by the Ukrainian community of 
Oregon, it was a big learning experience. 
The community learned about the legisla-
tive process in Oregon – the many steps it 
takes for a bill to become law. There was a 
lot of help and support from the office staff 
of Sen. Monnes Anderson and the legislative 
committees that heard the bill. For many 
community members this was the first time 
they had visited the State Capitol in Salem 
and witnessed public hearings and the vot-
ing process in the legislative chambers.

Before the resolution could go to the 
Senate floor for a vote, it had to be 
approved by the Senate Rules Committee. 
The committee met in February for a public 
hearing and a work session. Sen. Monnes 
Anderson introduced the bill to the Rules 
Committee members. Ihor Levkiv, presi-

dent of the UACA; Tatiana Terdal, UACA 
b o a rd  m e m b e r ;  a n d  M a r g a r y t a 
Smolyanska, a Portland State University 
student, testified in support of the resolu-
tion. Their testimony could be viewed live 
via video link to the Oregon legislature. It is 
now part of the permanent archive of the 
state of Oregon. The testimony made a big 

impression on the senators of the Rules 
Committee. They asked questions and 
spoke in support of the resolution. They all 
voted in favor of referring the resolution for 
a vote on the Senate floor. 

Many members of the UACA came to 
Salem to witness the Oregon Senate vote on 
the Holodomor Remembrance Day resolu-
tion. Like all Oregon Senate sessions, it 
started with a convocation delivered by a 
local religious leader. Then, senators intro-
duced special guests in the Senate cham-
bers, including members of the Ukrainian 
American community of Oregon. Sen. 
Monnes Anderson introduced the resolu-
tion and several other senators spoke in 
support of it. This was followed by a roll-

call vote. There were no “nays” and the res-
olution passed with unanimous approval.

The same process was then repeated in 
the Oregon House of Representatives – first 
a House Rules Committee hearing, then the 
committee vote to refer the resolution to 
the House floor, and finally the vote on the 
House floor. State Rep. Mitch Greenlick car-

ried the Holodomor Remembrance Day 
resolution in the House of Representatives. 
Rep. Greenlick’s ancestors came from what 
is modern-day Ukraine; he has been a 
friend of the local Ukrainian American 
community and an honored guest at many 
UACA functions. He spoke strongly in sup-
port of the resolution, and the House of 
Representatives voted unanimously to 
adopt it. 

Once the resolution was adopted by 
both houses, it was signed by Oregon 
Senate President Peter Courtney and the 
Speaker of the Oregon House Tina Kotek, 
and filed with the secretary of state. 

A special ceremonial signing of the reso-
lution took place on September 20 at the 

Oregon Senate Chamber. In the presence of 
many members of the local Ukrainian com-
munity and honored guests, the Oregon 
Senate president signed ceremonial copies 
of the resolution. Copies are proudly dis-
played at the offices of the Ukrainian-
American Cultural Association of Oregon, 
the Ukrainian Federal Credit Union (UFCU), 
and the Consulate General of Ukraine in 
San Francisco. Alexander Krotenko from 
the Consulate General of Ukraine in San 
Francisco, and Tamara and Walter 
Denysenko from UFCU’s headquarters in 
Rochester, N.Y., came to Oregon for the cer-
emony.

The process took many months of the 
2017 legislative session. During this time, 
Oregonians wrote and called their legisla-
tors, asking them to support this resolution 
first in committee hearings, then during the 
floor votes. The Ukrainian community is 
grateful to everybody who called, e-mailed, 
met with legislators in person, came to 
Salem to attend the hearings, and observed 
the votes. Oregonians are encouraged to 
contact their legislators now – to write and 
call them to thank them for their support 
and for their work. A brief note is all it takes 
to show legislators that you care and recog-
nize their work: “Dear Legislator, Thank 
you for supporting SCR3, the Holodomor 
Remembrance Day resolution. I appreciate 
your work on behalf of Oregonians.” 
(Readers can find their legislators and their 
contact information on the web at https://
www.oregonlegislature.gov). 

This was a historic resolution. The 
Ukrainian community is grateful to repre-
sentatives in the Oregon Senate and Oregon 
House of Representatives, to all the mem-
bers of the 79th Legislative Assembly and 
especially Sen. Monnes Anderson and Rep. 
Greenlick for all their efforts on behalf of 
the Ukrainian American community of 
Oregon.

(Continued from page 1)

Oregon designates...

“…the millions of victims of the man-made Ukrai-
nian famine-genocide of 1932-1933, known as Holodo-
mor, should be solemnly remembered and honored; 
and be it further resolved, that we, the members of 
the 79th Legislative Assembly, designate Saturday, 
November 25, 2017, as Holodomor Remembrance Day 
in Oregon and encourage individuals, educators, 
businesses, groups, organizations and public institu-
tions to observe Holodomor Remembrance Day with 
appropriate activities designed to honor the victims 
and educate Oregonians about this tragedy.”

– Excerpt from Oregon’s Senate Concurrent Resolution 3.
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reforms of the judicial system has been a key 
requirement for Ukraine to obtain loans and 
closer relations with the European Union, 
the United States and the International 
Monetary Fund. U.S. State Department 
spokeswoman Heather Nauert said in a 
statement late on December 4 that “recent 
events – including the disruption of a high-
level corruption investigation, the arrest of 
officials from the National Anti-Corruption 
Bureau of Ukraine (NABU), and the seizure 
of sensitive NABU files – raise concerns 
about Ukraine’s commitment to fighting cor-
ruption.” Ms. Nauert’s statement apparently 
refers to the disruption last month of an 
advanced undercover operation investigat-
ing corruption in Ukraine’s Migration 
Service described on the website of NABU, 
an anticorruption agency set up recently in 
exchange for the EU’s relaxation of visa 
restrictions for Ukrainians in the Eurozone. 
The NABU said its investigation into allega-
tions that the migration service took bribes 
to provide foreigners with Ukrainian citizen-
ship, passports and residency permits began 
in April. NABU said it found one of the 
migration service’s deputies was a “leader of 
the criminal organization” taking bribes 
within the agency, and she offered to 
arrange to provide Ukrainian passports and 
residency permits to an embedded special 
agent for about $30,000 apiece. But when 
the undercover agent arrived at a scheduled 
November 29 meeting to provide the migra-
tion official with half the bribe money, he 
was arrested by officers of the Security 
Service of Ukraine (SBU), NABU said on its 
website, thus the operation “was disrupted.” 
Ms. Nauert said in the U.S. statement: “These 
actions appear to be part of an effort to 
undermine independent anti-corruption 
institutions that the United States and oth-
ers have helped support. They undermine 
public trust and risk eroding international 
support for Ukraine.” (RFE/RL)

March supports impeachment law 

Thousands of Ukrainian opposition 
activists rallied in central Kyiv on December 
3, calling on Parliament to adopt legislation 
on presidential impeachment. Police said 
the demonstration organized by Mikheil 
Saakashvili’s Movement of New Forces 

party attracted 2,500 people, but local 
reports said about 5,000 people participat-
ed. Addressing the protest, Mr. Saakashvili 
urged Ukrainians to gather in Kyiv’s central 
Independence Square on December 10 if 
lawmakers fail to deliver their demand. The 
demonstrators dispersed peacefully after 
marching through the city center and hold-
ing a rally on European Square. Following 
the demonstration, dozens of people in 
camouflage and with balaclavas blocked the 
entrance to the NewsOne television outlet 
with sacks of sand and barbed wires. They 
demanded that the station change its edito-
rial policies and that its owner, opposition 
National Deputy Yevhen Murayev, apologize 
for remarks that they regarded as disre-
spectful of the Euro-Maidan protests, which 
pushed President Viktor Yanukovych from 
power in February 2014. The broadcaster 
said it was targeted by “radicals” because it 
was the “only channel” that covered the 
rally organized by Mr. Saakashvili’s party. 
Anti-government protesters set up a tent 
city outside the Verkhovna Rada on October 
17, calling for the cancellation of parliamen-
tary immunity, the creation of an anti-cor-
ruption court, amendments to election laws 
and legislation on the impeachment of the 
president. The protests were initially called 
by Mr. Saakashvili, a onetime ally of 
President Petro Poroshenko, but many of 
Ukraine’s opposition political leaders have 
also joined the demonstrations. President 
Poroshenko has said the real goal of the pro-
test organizers is to destabilize Ukraine. 
(Crimean Desk, RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service)

NATO chief: alliance will maintain focus

NATO Secretary-General Jens Stoltenberg 
has praised Rex Tillerson for what he called 
a “strong personal commitment” to the alli-
ance and said “rumors” that the U.S. secre-
tary of state could lose his job would not 
affect meetings this week in Brussels. Mr. 
Stoltenberg spoke on December 4, ahead of 
Mr. Tillerson’s expected arrival for a 
December 5-6 NATO foreign ministers 
meeting and talks with Belgian officials. The 
NATO chief said that the Western military 
alliance “and NATO ministers are able to 
focus on the core tasks of the job we have to 
do despite any speculation and rumors.” He 
praised what he said was Secretary 
Tillerson’s “strong personal commitment to 
the transatlantic bond and to NATO.” Mr. 
Tillerson’s December 4-8 trip to Europe 

comes days after The New York Times and 
other media published reports, citing 
unnamed sources, of a White House plan to 
force him out as secretary of state. A meet-
ing between Secretary Tillerson and Russian 
Foreign Affairs Minister Sergey Lavrov was 
planned on the sidelines of a meeting in 
Vienna of the Organization for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe. Ahead of his 
European tour, Secretary Tillerson stressed 
Washington’s commitment to European 
security, especially as Russia continues what 
he called its “aggressive behavior.” Speaking 
at the Wilson Center think tank on 
November 28, he said Russia’s military 
interventions in Georgia and Ukraine, and 
interference in European elections and poli-
tics were unacceptable. A senior State 
Department official, speaking on condition 
of anonymity, said on December 1: “The sec-
retary really has a heart for... the safety and 
security of the Ukrainian people in the east 
in the occupied territories who continue to 
be the target of military operations with the 
encouragement and participation of forces 
from the Russian Federation.” (RFE/RL, with 
reporting by AFP, Reuters, AP and TASS)

Over 10,220 Ukrainians killed in Donbas

Members of national parliaments of 
NATO countries have been informed in 
Brussels about the human losses that 
Ukraine suffered as a result of Russian 
aggression. First Deputy Speaker of the 
Verkhovna Rada Iryna Gerashchenko 
announced these data at a meeting of the 
Ukraine-NATO Inter-Parliamentary Council, 
an Ukrinform correspondent in Brussels 
reported on November 28. According to the 
United Nations, over 10,220 Ukrainians 
have been killed as a result of Russian 
aggression since 2014. In particular, 2,335 
Ukrainian servicemen (including three 
women) were killed. A total of 137 children, 
including 90 boys and 47 girls, were killed. 

In addition, 298 citizens of other countries, 
including 80 children, were killed in the 
shooting down of Malaysia Airlines Flight 17 
in Donbas by a Russian Buk missile. More 
than 8,390 Ukrainian servicemen, including 
24 women, were injured in the war. A total 
of 1,374 women became widows in Ukraine, 
and 2,190 lost their sons. About 1.5 million 
people became displaced persons. Among 
them 676,000 are women and 248,000 are 
children. At present, 162 Ukrainians are 
held hostage in uncontrolled areas in 
Donetsk and Luhansk regions. Ten women 
and six teenagers are among them. A total of 
403 people are missing in the Donbas. A fur-
ther 16 Ukrainian citizens became political 
prisoners and are illegally detained in 
Russia. The Kremlin regime detained 53 
Crimean Tatars for their political views and 
non-recognition of the occupied territory of 
Crimea. (Ukrinform)

Op-ed by Manafort and colleague in Russia 

Prosecutors investigating Russia’s alleged 
meddling in the U.S. presidential election 
have accused President Donald Trump’s for-
mer campaign chairman, Paul Manafort, of 
working with a colleague “assessed to have 
ties” to a Russian intelligence service to draft 
an opinion piece about his work for Ukraine. 
In court filings, the prosecutors working 
with Special Counsel Robert Mueller’s team 
said on December 4 that Mr. Manafort and 
the colleague sought to publish the op-ed 
under someone else’s name and intended it 
to influence public opinion about his work. 
They said Mr. Manafort’s request to lift his 
house arrest should be denied because, had 
it been published, the draft opinion piece 
would have violated a court order not to 
publicly discuss the case. The op-ed was 
being drafted as late as last week. 
Prosecutors did not name the colleague but 
said the person is based in Russia. (RFE/RL, 
based on reporting by Reuters and AP)

(Continued from page 2)
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Ukrainian SSR, Czechoslovakia, Poland, 
Saudi Arabia, South Africa and Yugoslavia – 
abstained at the time of voting.)

Mr. Reagan stated, in part: 
“The founders of our country believed the 

rights of the individual are God-given, not 
originating from or granted by the state. 
Their timeless vision of individual liberties 
for all people is why we pause each 
December to express thanks for our heritage 
and to renew our commitment to the vital 
cause of human rights around the globe. We 
also celebrate the adoption of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights, which set 
human rights standards for all nations.

“Tragically, governments in many lands 
deny this vision. Some make elaborate 
claims that citizens under their rule enjoy 
human rights and even offer illusory guar-
antees of those rights — but then reveal 
their absence through lack of due process, 
free elections, or freedom of religion, 
expression, and assembly. Their constitu-
tions often declare openly that citizens’ 
rights are subordinate to the interests of the 

state. Even if words look good on paper, the 
absence of structural safeguards against 
abuse of power means that freedoms may 
be taken away as easily as they are allowed. 
In countries where monopoly power rests 
with a single group or political entity, the 
scope for human liberty is narrow indeed.

“These states pose the greatest threat to 
liberty, not only because under them people 
are denied the exercise of the most funda-
mental freedoms, but because they pose 
external as well as internal dangers. 
Unlimited power, exercised in the name of 
universalist ideologies, often tries to extend 
its control beyond borders, denying other 
peoples their human rights and self-deter-
mination.

“Standing against these dangers are those 
people the world over who, undaunted by 
tremendous odds and great personal risk, 
continue to press for individual rights and 
freedoms. Their courageous struggle for 
human dignity is a triumph in itself, but the 
United States pledges continuing support to 
their efforts on behalf of human rights, fun-
damental freedoms, and democracy.”

Source: “Reagan signs Human Rights Day 
proclamation,” The Ukrainian Weekly, 
January 3, 1988.

(Continued from page 6)

Turning...

again showed a lack of ‘neutrality’ [when it 
came to] Russia’s position” (Espreso.tv, 
November 15).

Moscow has been turning Belarus into 
one of the most active “bridgeheads” for 
hybrid aggression directed at the countries 
of Central and Eastern Europe. The Kremlin 
now regularly uses its ally to launch various 
anti-Ukrainian provocations, and the fre-
quency of such operations can only be 
expected to increase in the future. 

Moreover, the use of Belarusian territory 
for Russia’s provocations against citizens of 
the West – journalists, human rights activ-
ists, diplomats, etc. – could be possible as 
well. Such moves would at the same time 
allow the Kremlin, with the minimal use of 
resources, to isolate Mr. Lukashenka from 
the rest of Europe and tie him ever closer to 
Moscow. And today, Minsk is apparently 
doing little to prevent such an outcome.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 2)

Kremlin turns...
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Halyna was born on March 29, 1928 in Lypova Dolyna and grew up 
in Hadiach in the Poltava Region of Ukraine.

Funeral services were held on December 9, 2017, at St. Andrew 
Memorial Ukrainian Orthodox Church, in South Bound Brook, NJ, 
followed by interment in St. Andrew Ukrainian Cemetery.

Helen was an accomplished artist, specializing in many types of 
Ukrainian embroidery, particularly in the Eastern Ukrainian style, and 
was awarded the distinction of Master of Ukrainian Embroidery by the 
NJ State Council on the Arts.  She was also known for her design and 
baking of Ukrainian wedding korovayi for scores of young couples.

With great sorrow, she is survived by her:

husband  - Hryhoriy Dobusz 
daughter   - Olia Lupan and her husband Walter
grandchildren - Andrew Lupan and Nina Lupan
sister  - Luba Adams
as well as by many nieces, nephews and cousins in the US and 

Ukraine.

Her son, Taras Dobusz, predeceased her on August 8, 2017.

In lieu of 
 owers, charitable donations may be made in Halyna’s 
memory to:

United Ukrainian American Relief Committee, Inc.
1206 Cottman Ave., Philadelphia, PA, 19111
www.uuarc.org

Vichnaya Pamyat!

With deep sorrow we share with family and friends 
that on December 4, 2017, our beloved 

wife, mother, grandmother, sister and aunt 

Halyna Dobusz
(née Sydorenko)

passed into eternity at the age of 89.

DEATH ANNOUNCEMENTS
Death announcements should be sent to the Advertising Department by 

e-mail to adukr@optonline.net or by fax to 973-644-9510.

Deadline: Tuesday noon before the newspaper’s date of issue.

For further information call 973-292-9800, ext. 3040.

referring to a neighboring town that is clos-
er to Donetsk. He declined to give his name 
for safety reasons and because he didn’t 
have authorization to speak to journalists.

The pounding originated three kilome-
ters south of this war-torn settlement, 
where only about 5,800 civilians remain, 
according to a July report commissioned by 
the U.S.  Agency for International 
Development. 

The remains of the Donetsk Airport that 
was renovated when the country co-hosted 
the 2012 quadrennial European soccer tour-
nament are still visible from rooftops on clear 
days. It was heroically defended by Ukrainian 
forces dubbed “cyborgs” by the Ukrainian 
media, and then abandoned when there was 
“nothing left to defend” after Russian destruc-
tion, as the military likes to say. 

Adaptation to war conditions abounds. For 
example, boys play soccer on muddy fields 
amid shell casings from Grad rockets and 
from the deep pits they create when landing. 

As the explosions grew in frequency later 
in the day, the soldiers manning the check-
point said that nighttime is when the shell-
ing intensifies, including from occupied 
Yasynuvata, situated 10 kilometers to the 
east. 

This is the daily reality for some 200,000 
people who live within the five-kilometer 
war zone along the 457-kilometer frontline, 
according to a report published on 
December 4 by the United Nations Office for 
the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs. 

Since Russia’s unprovoked war on Ukraine 
started in April 2014, more than 10,220 
Ukrainians have been killed. If the Donbas 
war is forgotten, then people are reminded of 
it every 30 minutes, which is how often an 
artillery shell lands, according to the U.N. 

Ukraine already is home to the world’s 
ninth most mined area, with 103 civilians 
having been killed or wounded in mine-
related incidents in January-September of 
this year. Over all, more than 2,500 civilians 
have died since April 2014, 82 of them this 
year as of December 3, according to data 
provided by the Organization for Security 
and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE). 

As winter sets in, up to 1.2 million civil-
ians face food shortages on both sides of 
the frontline, according to the U.N. 
Meanwhile, 4.4 million people are affected 
by the war by not regularly having access to 
employment opportunities, shelter, heating 
and other daily amenities. 

More than 1.6 million people have been 
uprooted from their homes as a result of 
Moscow’s war-mongering in what is the 
largest internal migration of people on the 

European continent since World War II. 
Furthermore 403 people are missing in 

the Donbas, according to the Verkhovna 
Rada’s  f irst  deputy chair,  Iryna 
Herashchenko. Fifty-three Crimean Tatars 
are considered to be prisoners of con-
science on the Ukrainian peninsula that the 
Kremlin illegally annexed in March 2014. A 
further 16 Ukrainian citizens became polit-
ical prisoners in Russia, she said on 
December 4, while addressing the Ukraine-
NATO Inter-Parliamentary Council in 
Brussels. 

Back in Avdiyivka, another soldier who 
refused to give his name for personal safety 
reasons said he is manning the roadblock 
so that Russia doesn’t bring war closer to 
his abode in Koncha-Zaspa, a Kyiv suburb. 

“As a Ukrainian, I can say that it’s quite 
offensive that our so-called former Russian 
brothers behave in such a way towards us 
by initiating war here,” he said. “The entire 
world knows that tractor drivers aren’t 
fighting us, that it is actually the Russians. 
I’m here to ensure that war doesn’t come to 
my home.”

Also on December 4, the OSCE reported 
that there were “300,000 ceasefire viola-
tions this year” alone. A particular episode 
took place on the same day that The 
Ukrainian Weekly visited Avdiyivka. 
Approximately 100 kilometers northeast, 
in the area of Svitlodarsk, a reconnaissance 
team from the 7th Motorized Infantry 
Brigade of the 7th Army Corps of the 8th 
Army of the Southern Military District of 
the Russian Federation was ambushed by 
Ukrainian forces. 

“As a result of the firefight, the comman-
dos tossed two of their wounded and one 
killed onto the battlefield and quickly left 
the line of fire,” Ukraine’s Ministry of 
Defense reported. 

On the Kremlin side, casualty figures 
emerged this week from a Russian insur-
ance agency, SOGAZ, that won a procure-
ment order from its country’s Defense 
Ministry. It stated that 1,416 Russian ser-
vicemen had died in 2014-2015 under 
“insurance incidents,” the business daily 
Vedomosti reported on December 4. Based 
on an order by Russian leader Vladimir 
Putin in 2010, the Defense Ministry 
stopped reporting Russian military fatali-
ties after that year. 

An American unmanned spy plane on 
December 4 allegedly did reconnaissance 
above the occupied area, which encom-
passes about 3 percent of Ukraine’s territo-
ry, the Interfax news agency reported, cit-
ing navigation monitoring sites like Aircraft 
Spots,  Air-Port .com, Airliners.net , 
Airframes.org, and others. 

Flying at an altitude of nearly 54,000 
feet, the RQ-4B Global Hawk plane alleged-
ly surveyed the occupied area, as well as 
the Ukrainian-Russian border that the 
countries share, through which Moscow 
sends troops, supplies and weapons and 
where it operates training camps and army 
bases. 

The U.S. Air Force declined to comment. 
“Headquarters will not comment on mat-
ters of intelligence and surveillance,” U.S. 
Air Force Capt. Kay Nissen said in an 
e-mailed response to The Ukrainian 
Weekly’s inquiry on December 6. 

Despite the war and the humanitarian 
crisis it has wrought, Donetsk Oblast 
authorities are moving ahead. 

T h e  D o n e t s k  O b l a s t  S t a t e 
Administration is building a network of 
school and kindergarten hubs for children 
close to the war to have havens for learn-
ing. Social and engineering infrastructure 
projects, like renovating hospitals, provid-
ing heat, water and natural gas to settle-
ments are also under way, according to 
Yevgen Vilinsky, the first vice-governor of 
Donetsk Oblast. 

“In Avdiyivka… we are constructing a gas 
supply station and pipeline to provide the 

(Continued from page 1)

U.N. report...

city with [natural] gas. So, I think we are 
creating the showcase for other parts of 
Donetsk Oblast not controlled by the 
Ukrainian government to demonstrate the 
success in our region,” he told The 
Ukrainian Weekly at his office in 
Kramatorsk on December 4. 

As a successful businessman from Kyiv 
who ran a transportation and logistics com-
pany, Mr. Vilinsky now is in charge of devel-
opment for the war-ravaged region. 

“We need to build a new Ukraine. We 
need to provide our people, our children 
with the best future,” he said. “So we are 
trying to pay more attention to develop 
human capital here for the development of 
the social environment.”

Asked whether Ukraine’s future also 
includes the part of the Donbas that cur-
rently is occupied, he said: “Yes, of course, 
We will be there. I’m very sure of that. I 
hope all these challenges make us stronger.”

A Ukrainian soldier waves a vehicle by while guarding a checkpoint in the frontline 
town of Avdiyivka in Donetsk Oblast on December 4.

Mark Raczkiewycz

Once somebody’s bedroom, this residen-
tial space on the seventh floor of a high-
rise building in the Donetsk Oblast front-
line town of Avdiyivka was devastated by 
shelling from Russian-led forces earlier 

this year.
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by Peter T. Woloschuk

JAMAICA PLAIN, Mass. – On Saturday 
afternoon, November 11, some 80 mem-
bers of Christ the King Ukrainian Catholic 
Parish in Boston gathered together with 
family and friends of Ihor Kowal, long-time 
choir director and cantor, to celebrate his 
70th birthday and to mark his many years 
of liturgical service to the parish as well.

The gathering began with the celebration 
of vespers in the church by candlelight by the 
pastor, the Very Rev. Dr. Yaroslav Nalysnyk, 
with the full choir under the direction of 
guest choirmaster Alexander Kuzma of 
Hartford, Conn., who also served as cantor. 

The service was followed by a reception 
in the Parish Center which included a cock-
tail reception, a formal program, a buffet 
dinner, an impressive dessert station and, 
later in the evening, the official birthday 
cake which was in the form of a Ukrainian 
embroidered shirt, which was designed 
and put together for the occasion by Lyuba 
Demchyk.

Parish Council Member Myron Kravchuk 
acted as master of ceremonies; Father 
Nalysnyk opened the program with a 
prayer. The pastor thanked the honoree for 
his tireless work with the choir and the 
ongoing liturgical life of the parish, and 
then presented him with a gift on behalf of 
the parish community. 

In commenting on the work of Boston’s 
choir director, Mr. Kuzma said, “Ihor 
brought together a remarkable group of 
young people who cared about our liturgy 
and were inspired to ennoble it with music 
and who then went on not only to help fos-
ter the rebirth of our Church but the rebirth 
of Ukraine as well. Among these choristers 
were Bishop Borys Gudziak, now president 
of the Ukrainian Catholic University in Lviv 
and ordinary of the Ukrainian Catholic dio-
cese in Paris; Dr. Borys Lushniak, who 
served as the acting surgeon general of the 
United States: Marta Baziuk, president of 
Winrock International, which promotes 
women’s issues; Larysa Kurylas, the archi-
tect of the Holodomor Memorial in 
Washington; and Stephen Szyszka, retired 
submarine commander in the U.S. Navy. “

 “Ihor’s choral work was the direct inspi-
ration for my efforts in founding the 
Yevshan Ukrainian Chorus [with which Mr. 
Kowal sings on occasion] in Hartford in 
1999 and for Stephen Szyszka founding the 
Spiv Zhyttia Choir at the Holy Family 
Ukrainian National Shrine in Washington 
D.C.,” Mr. Kuzma added. “Also in November 
1987 our choir in Boston joined with the 
choirs in Hartford and New Haven (alto-
gether with more than 100 members) for a 
special liturgy at St. Joseph’s Cathedral in 
Hartford at the beginning of the celebra-

tions for the millennial year of Ukrainian 
Christianity and then in April of 1988 a 
similar pontifical liturgy with combined 
choirs was held in Boston’s Holy Cross 
Cathedral.”

The performers that afternoon included 
the women’s choir, pianist Myroslav 
Vintoniw, sopranos Oksana Paduchak and 
Olha Lisovska, and the men’s chorus, joined 
by Mr. Kuzma; Eugene (Yevhen) Moroz, 
bass-baritone and long-time choir director 
of St. Andrew’s Ukrainian Orthodox Church 
Choir in Boston; and the honoree’s son 
Adrian Kowal, who flew in from Italy for 
the celebration.

Dr. Andrew and Motria Holowinsky, who 
spoke on behalf of the parish in both 
English and Ukrainian, said, “We, your 
friends, recognize your faithful service to 
our parish as its choirmaster – for this we 
are very grateful. …You have shown your-
self to be a man of great musical ability and 
vision, a man of courage, energy, humility 
and, above all, integrity.”

The honoree’s wife, Irena, also spoke, 
noting: “As a church choir director, husband, 
father, as an individual, he gives his very 
best. Sometimes, it’s difficult to live with 
him as he expects people around him to live 
by his high values.” She added: “Self indul-
gence is not in Ihor’s vocabulary. He’s 
endowed with a spirit of generosity which 
doesn’t ask for anything back. His love for 
music, especially liturgical music, nature, his 
dedication to the community, his humorous 
insight keep him fresh and young.”

Mr. Kowal then took the floor, stating: “A 
wonderful evening and a complete sur-
prise. I do not like being in the limelight. 
Thank you all for coming out. What I do for 
our church in Boston is what every believer 
should do. Praise the Lord by whichever 
means one can and contribute to our parish 
life. Some people are good at embroidery, 
some people can fix church plumbing/elec-
tricity, some tidy the church grounds, some 
use their artistic talents, some contribute 
their cooking skills, etc. There is a place for 

everyone in our community to contribute 
their special talents and in that way give 
thanks to the Lord.”

 “I have a fondness for our various litur-
gies,” Mr. Kowal continued, “and particular-
ly the associated liturgical music that goes 
back a thousand years. It is for this reason 
that I formed a new choir here at Christ the 
King in Boston some 37 years ago. The 
choir consisted mostly of young people and 
the average age was only 30! While I was 
away in Europe the choir had a number of 
conductors, including Alex Kuzma, who 
greatly added to the repertoire, Marika 
Kuzma, Yuri Minajliuk and Neil Raymond.” 

Mr. Kowal was born in Coventry, England, 
in 1947. His father was an accomplished 
clarinetist and the choir director for the 
local Ukrainian community, and Ihor picked 
up his love of music, both liturgical and sec-
ular, from him. He studied piano and voice 
from the age of 7 in Coventry and as a boy 
soprano took first prize in the Coventry 
Music Festival. At age 18 he organized his 
first choir at the local Ukrainian Youth 
Association branch and also organized a 
youth choir with members age 10-18 who 
sang the liturgy in four voices. One of the 
members of that choir was Pavlo Hunka, 
who has gone on to become an internation-
ally known bass/baritone opera singer. 

Mr. Kowal attended the Lanchester 
Polytechnic and the Polytechnic of Central 
London, majoring in international trade 
and finance. In 1975 he came to Boston and 
enrolled in extension courses in counter-
point and harmony at the New England 
Conservatory of Music and Harvard 
University. A short time later he married 
Irena Salecka. In the fall of 1980 he began 
to organize a new choir of young people at 
Christ the King Ukrainian Catholic Church 
in Boston and they sang their first public 
liturgy on Christmas Day according to the 
Julian calendar on January 7, 1981.

He worked for a CAD/CAM (computer 
aided design and manufacturing firm) that 
sent him to Germany to set up its Central 
and Eastern European division in 1990. 
Two years later, he moved to a British firm, 
which sent him to Kyiv to manage a wholly 
owned Ukrainian subsidiary and he spent 
the next 12 years there, retiring in 2005. 
While in Kyiv he sang with the Vydubychi 
Choir and he also took courses in Ukrainian 
liturgical music through the Ukrainian 
Catholic University in Lviv. 

Mr. Kowal has been married to Irena 
Salecka Kowal (a noted playwright and 
novelist with works in both English and 
Ukrainian) for 42 years. He has two chil-
dren: Adrian, who lives in Tuscany with his 
wife and daughter, and owns and runs busi-
nesses in London; and Sonia, who lives 
with her husband in Cambridge and works 
with investments for non-profits.

Parish celebrates choir 
director’s 70th birthday

NOTES ON PEOPLE

Ihor Kowal with the special birthday cake made by Lyuba Demchyk.

Christ the King’s Men’s Chorus directed by Neal Raymond.

Nadiya Kravchuk 

by Ulana Baluch Mazurkevich

PHILADELPHIA – Nadia Vynnytsky, an 
actress of Ukrainian heritage, will star as 
Katherine, the feisty, independent journal-
ist, in Disney’s high-energy Broadway 
show “Newsies The Musical.”

The performance will take place 
December 1-20 at the Pioneer Theatre in 
Salt Lake City, Utah. Ms. Vynnytsky was 
previously seen at the Pioneer Theatre as 
Hodel, the second daughter, in “Fiddler on 
the Roof ” and in the “Rocky Horror 
Picture Show.” 

Ms. Vynnytsky, 29, is not new to the 
stage. At a young age she was already per-
forming in regional theaters. While attend-
ing Ukrainian Saturday school and Plast 
Ukrainian Scouting Organization in 
Philadelphia, she found time to hone her 
dancing, singing and acting skills. The 
daughter of Ihor and Dora (Varvariw 
Vynnytsky), she is a member of Ukrainian 
National Association Branch 362.

She graduated from Montclair State 
University in Montclair, N.J., with a bache-
lor of fine arts in theater in 2010. As a 
senior at Montclair State, she had the lead 
role in the musical “Side Show.”

After graduation she took to touring 
nationally and internationally with 
Broadway touring companies. The tours 
usually lasted from six to nine months. 

Among her many performances were 
well-known musicals. In “Bring It On,” she 
had the lead role of Campbell, performing 
in various cities of the U.S. and in Tokyo. In 
“Legally Blonde,” Ms. Vynnytsky played the 
role of Serena on a tour that took her 
throughout the U.S. and Canada. She also 
toured North America in “Catch Me If You 
Can.” The tour of the fantastical fairy tale 
“Shrek” took her to major cities of the U.S., 
as well as to China, Thailand and Malaysia. 

“Newsies The Musical” was on 
Broadway in 2012, where it received Tony 
Awards for Best Original Score and Best 
Choreography. The Pioneer Theater, one of 
the four professional theaters in Utah, reg-
ularly presents Broadway shows.

Actress reaches 
for the stars

Nadia Vynnytsky
Justin Patterson
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COQUITLAM, British Columbia – Author 
Larysa Plawan Levycky of British Columbia 
recently released her book “Destiny,” a 
work of historical fiction that tells the story 
of a woman born of privilege and her expe-
riences during the Russian Revolution and 
World War II.

As noted in a press release from 
Trafford Publishing, the novel focuses on 
the saga of an aristocratic German family, 
the von Shtattens, who have settled near 
the city of Mariupol, Ukraine, in the grape-
growing region called “Weinberg.” 

As the third generation of the von 
Shtattens is born at the height of the 
Communist Revolution, the family loses 
nearly all its wealth, forcing a series of 
events that lead the beautiful 19-year-old 
Lydia von Shtatten to change her name to 
avoid Communist attention and eventually 
marry and have children with concert pia-
nist Leonid Leontev. As Hitler moves 
through Ukraine, Leontev is inducted into 
the Red Army and goes missing in action. 
Now Lydia must rely on help from her 
cousin to survive as the Gestapo terrorizes 
the innocent and changes her future once 

again. As Lydia’s destiny leads her across 
Europe and eventually to Canada, she must 
struggle to endure myriad challenges amid 
the chaos of a brutal war.

 “Destiny” was released in Bloomington, 
Ind., by Trafford Publishing (ISBN: 978 
1-4907-297-4, hardcover, $38.99; also 

available in softcover and e-book editions 
at $28.99 and 3.99, respectively).

The book’s author, Ms. Levycky was 
born in the city of Mariupol in southeast-
ern Ukraine in 1938. During the second 
world war, her mother, being a descendant 
of a German aristocratic family, had to 

leave Ukraine with 3-year-old Larysa. 
Ms. Levycky spent all of her childhood in 

Germany, her teenage years in Toronto and 
most of her adult life in California. Her pro-
fessional training at the Canadian National 
Ballet School, The American Academy of 
Dramatic Arts and Walter Thornton 
Modeling School provided her with exten-
sive experience in the performing arts. 

She speaks, reads and writes several lan-
guages. That skill allowed Ms. Levycky to 
operate her own bilingual radio program on 
station KTYM in Inglewood, Calif. Ms. 
Levycky conducted her own modeling 
school and agency for over 23 years in the 
San Francisco Bay area. To promote the 
school, she created her own commercials 
for newspapers and magazines. She also did 
a substantial amount of public speaking. 

Ms. Levycky’s extensive travel through 
Europe, Mexico, the United States and 
Canada has provided her with a deep 
understanding of human behavior.

“Destiny” is available from the publisher 
at www.trafford.com, as well as on amazon.
com. It won the Gold Seal of Literary 
Excellence from Trafford Publishing and 
earned praise from the publishing house’s 
reviewer Peter M. Fitzpatrick, who noted 
that “this is a moving an emotional fictional 
account of a region, class and ethnic identi-
ty that has all but disappeared.”

Author releases 
historical novel

NOTES ON PEOPLE

Author Larysa Plawan Levycky (in an undated photo) and the cover of her new book.

by Thomas Davidson

KINGSTON, Ontario – Dr. Ireneus Zuk is 
the 2016-2017 recipient of the Queen’s 
University School of Music Excellence in 
Teaching Award. The award ceremony took 
place at the Isabel Bader Center for the 
Performing Arts in Kingston, Ontario, on 
Friday, October 13, during the annual 
Homecoming Showcase Concert. 

The concert presented five of the large 
student ensembles from the Dan School of 
Drama and Music and was well attended 
by students, faculty, alumni and music 
enthusiasts from the community at large. 

The Dan School Music Teaching Award 
is the highest acclamation for teaching 
excellence given by students. This honor is 
awarded to a member of the music faculty 
who has been nominated by students for 
their exceptional dedication to the School 
of Music both inside and outside of the 
classroom. Dr. Zuk was chosen by a com-
mittee of students consisting of represen-
tatives from each graduating year as well 
as the different degree programs. The 
selection process is highly competitive and 
nominees must demonstrate “exceptional 
teaching skills, a genuine interest in stu-
dents’ personal development and well-
being, an ability to motivate students to 
learn and facilitate in-depth learning” as 
well as availability for consultation outside 
of class time. 

In addition to his esteemed academic 
career and professional accomplishments 
as a pianist, Dr. Zuk has been honored by 
the Ukrainian government as a Merited 
Artist of Ukraine and has received the 
Shevchenko Medal from the Ukrainian 
Canadian Congress for his promotion of 
music by Canadian composers, especially 
those of Ukrainian heritage. 

Dr. Zuk is professor and coordinator of 
the Performance and Keyboard Areas in 
the School of Drama and Music at Queen’s 
University. He has also served as director of 
the school.

Professor of music receives 
prestigious teaching award

“Notes on People” is a feature geared toward reporting on the achievements of members 
of the Ukrainian community and the Ukrainian National Association. All submissions 
should be concise due to space limitations and must include the person’s UNA branch 
number (if applicable). Items will be published as soon as possible after their receipt.

Dr. Ireneus Zuk

Former acting surgeon general 
receives AMA Service Award 

University of Maryland 
School of Public Health

HONOLULU – The American Medical 
Association (AMA) honored former Acting 
Surgeon General of the United States Boris 
D. Lushniak, M.D., with the Distinguished 
Service Award for his contributions in the 
field of public health. Granted by the AMA 
Board of Trustees and endorsed by the 
AMA House of Delegates, this award honors 
a member of the AMA for meritorious ser-
vice in the science and art of medicine.

“A dedicated and indefatigable leader, Dr. 
Lushniak led critical missions at home and 
across the globe for the CDC, spearheading 
response efforts to everything from skin can-
cer to Hurricane Katrina,” said AMA Board 
Chair Gerald E. Harmon, M.D. “He never fal-
ters when faced with hard work or danger-
ous situations, but rather sees an opportunity 
to make a difference during critical moments 
that affect our nation and the globe.” 

Dr. Lushniak played an active role in gov-
ernment service for nearly 30 years, having 
served as acting surgeon general from July 
2013 to December 2014. He also held the 
position of deputy surgeon general from 
2010 to 2013 and from 2014 to 2015, as 
well as assistant commissioner for counter-
terrorism policy for the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration from 2004 to 2010. 

During his time as acting surgeon general, 
Dr. Lushniak participated in disaster respons-
es in various parts of the world, was part of 
the Centers for Disease Control/The National 
Institute for Occupational Safety and Health 
team at Ground Zero, and oversaw much of 
the federal government’s planning for bioter-

rorism defense in the years following the 
September 11 attacks. Significantly, he trav-
eled to Liberia to command the only U. S. gov-
ernment hospital treating Ebola patients dur-
ing the Ebola crisis in 2015.

“It wasn’t in his nature to command the 
operation from a desk in Washington – he 
had to be out in the field donning protective 
gear with his team to help care for health-
care workers infected with Ebola in Africa,” 
said AMA Chair-Elect Jack Resneck Jr., M.D. 
“His willingness to accept personal risk and 
help suffering patients is an inspiring story 
of dedication, integrity and true leadership.” 

Dr. Lushniak received his medical degree 
from Northwestern University and his mas-
ter’s of public health degree at Harvard 
University. He is board-certified in derma-
tology and preventative medicine, and cur-
rently serves as dean of the School of Public 
Health at the University of Maryland in 
College Park. 

The AMA presented Dr. Lushniak the 
award during the opening session of the 
2017 AMA Interim Meeting in Honolulu. 

Dr. Boris Lushniak (right) receives the 
AMA Distinguished Service Award from 

AMA President David O. Barbe, M.D.
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Ivanna Starozytnyk
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Olena Daria Krawec
George Kuritza

So� a Gundersen
Maksym Turko

So� a Shyprykevych
Christian Maik

Avalina Michel
Stephan Bilyk

Plast Stanytsia Newark
cordially invites you to 

the first Debutante Ball of the season!
Saturday, January 20, 2018

Grand Ballroom at Hanover Marriott, 1401 Route 10 East, Whippany, NJ 07981

Cocktails 6:00 p.m.
Presentation of Debutantes 7:15 p.m.

Zabava 9:00 p.m. 
Music by TEMPO & HRIM

Dinner and Zabava, inclusive of Open Bar Cocktail Hour:
$160 per person, Adults over 25

$125 per person, Students up to age 25
$55 per person, Children up to age 10

by December 31, 2017 (Advance ticket sales only)
Zabava –$50 (For purchase at the door only)

Ticket information and to purchase: 
Plast Newark Deb 2018, c/o Alexandra Zawadiwsky, 71 Galway Drive, Mendham, NJ 07945

email: PlastNewarkDeb2018@gmail.com  Tel: 908-448-6389
Hotel Room Reservations: 800-228-9290 or 973-538-8811, ask for PLAST room block rate.

The United National Movement was 
ousted from power in 2012 parliamentary 
elections. Mr. Saakashvili is wanted in 
Georgia for alleged involvement in the vio-
lent dispersal of protesters and a raid on a 
private television station during his 2004-
2013 presidency.

In Kyiv, Prosecutor General’s Office 
(PGO) spokesman Andriy Lysenko said the 
authorities ordered the manhunt following 
a chaotic scene on December 5 in which 
security forces stormed Mr. Saakashvili’s 
apartment and detained him, but support-
ers later freed him from a police van.

Larisa Sarhan, a spokeswoman for the 
PGO, said on December 6 that Mr. 
Saakashvili now faces three criminal charg-
es – attempting to commit a crime, involve-
ment in premeditated criminal activity by a 
group of persons, and providing assistance 
to a criminal organization and concealing 
their criminal activities.

Ms. Sarhan also said criminal investiga-
tions had been started against several par-
liamentary deputies suspected of obstruct-
ing Saakashvili’s arrest on December 5.

Prosecutors have also informed National 
Police chief Serhiy Knyazev that Mr. 
Saakashvili is a wanted man.

Saakashvili vs. Poroshenko

After he was freed from detention, Mr. 
Saakashvili led hundreds of his supporters 
in a march to Parliament and demanded 
President Poroshenko’s resignation, calling 
him a “criminal” and a traitor to Ukraine.

Mr. Saakashvili also urged Ukrainians to 
rally on Independence Square, the epicen-
ter of the EuroMaidan protests in 2013-
2014.

“An organized criminal group has seized 

power in our beloved Ukraine,” Mr. 
Saakashvili told the impromptu rally. “I call 
on everyone, every real Ukrainian, to 
demand his resignation.”

Ukrainian authorities claim that Mr. 
Saakashvili is being backed by Russia or 
forces there – an assertion that the former 
Georgian president, who has been hated by 
the Kremlin since a five-day war between 
Georgia and Russia in 2008, has dismissed.

Prosecutor General Yuriy Lutsenko 
alleged on December 5 that an “organized 
crime” group led by Mr. Yanukovych, who is 
in exile in Russia, has financed protests 
organized by Mr. Saakashvili.

Mr. Lutsenko claimed that, by pursuing 
Mr. Saakashvili, the Ukrainian authorities 
were thwarting an anti-Kyiv plot sponsored 
by Russia’s Federal Security Service (FSB).

Mr. Saakashvili rejected the allegations 
against him as “cynical and ridiculous.”

“There is no more bitter foe of [Russian 
President Vladimir] Putin in the world than 
me, and the accusation that I am linked to 
Russia is completely absurd,” said Mr. 
Saakashvili, who also called for Mr. 
Lutsenko’s resignation.

Mr. Lutsenko on December 5 told 
Parliament: “In 24 hours the entire 
Ukrainian justice system will do everything 
necessary for the stateless Saakashvili to 
face investigators and, afterwards, court.”

With reporting by Christopher Miller in 
Kyiv and Merhat Sharipzhan in Prague, 
Reuters, AP, AFP, DPA, UNIAN, Pravda.ua, 
112.ua and Ukrayinska Pravda.

Copyright 2017, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted, in 
a slightly abridged version, with the permis-
sion of Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty, 
1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, Washington DC 
20036; www.rferl.org (to read the full text, 
see https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-saa-
kashvili-defiant-police-clash-supporters-
kyiv-tent-camp/28899883.html).

(Continued from page 1)

Saakashvili...
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by Michael P. Hrycak

WESTFIELD, N.J. – Veterans Day was cele-
brated at the Ukrainian American Veterans 
National Monument, in front of St. Andrew 
Memorial Church in South Bound Brook, 
N.J., with a service conducted by Archbishop 
Daniel of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of 
the U.S.A., with the assistance of clergy and 
seminarians from St. Sophia Ukrainian 
Orthodox Theological Seminary. 

Archbishop Daniel explained that 
Veterans Day was first celebrated on the 
11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th 
month, in recognition of Armistice Day, 

November 11, 1918, commemorating the 
end of World War I. Later, the holiday was 
changed to Veterans Day to commemorate 
all veterans, who have served during war 
and peace. The archbishop also explained 
that the UAV National Monument honors all 
Ukrainian American men and women who 
have served in the U. S. Armed Forces, living 
and deceased. 

Assisting Archbishop Daniel, who is a 
member at large of the UAV, in presenting 
the wreath were Mike Fedirko and Walter 
Bodnar, both World War II veterans. A lun-
cheon followed.

Ukrainian American Veterans (UAV) were 

represented, among others, by Michael 
Hrycak, commander of the UAV New Jersey 
Department; Ihor Rudko, commander of the 
UAV Connecticut Department; Peter Polnyj 
and Roman Makuch, commander and vice-
commander, respectively, of the UAV New 
York Department; and Eugene Sagasz and 
Matt Koziak, past national commanders; and 
Post Commanders Walter Kovbasniuk, Post 
17 (Whippany, N.J.); Michael Fedirko, Post 6 
(Newark, N.J.); and Oleh Balaziuk, Post 42 
(Lehigh Valley, Pa.). 

Also present were: Viktor Litkevych of 
Post 42; and Walter Bodnar, past com-
mander of Post 6; Zenko Halkowycz of Post 
17, Oksana Koziak, president of the UAV 
National Ladies Auxiliary; and Peter 
Hrycak, Boys Scouts of America.

Attending the Veterans Day Ceremony at 
Arlington National Ceremony, in Arlington, 
Va., were Walter Stepaniak of Post 17 

(Whippany,) and Nicholas Jakowiw of Post 
19 (Spring Valley, N.Y.). Mr. Stepaniak, a 
Vietnam war veteran, visits the grave of his 
brother Master Sgt. Jurij Stepaniak, also a 
Vietnam veteran, who is buried at the cem-
etery. The Ukrainian American Veterans 
color guard marched with nationwide vet-
erans organizations, as well as the U.S. 
Armed Forces. This tradition was started by 
Matthew Koziak, while he was national 
commander of the Ukrainian American 
Veterans in 2008-2012. This year the cere-
mony was attended by Vice-President Mike 
Pence, with thousands in attendance.

The Veterans Day Ceremony is an annual 
event that is open to those who want to 
remember and honor all veterans, and each 
post holds ceremonies at its local monu-
ments as well. For information about the 
UAV, including membership and the UAV 
National Registry, see www.uavets.org.

COMMUNITY CHRONICLE

Ukrainian clergy, Ukrainian American Veterans and participants in front of the UAV 
National Monument near St. Andrew Ukrainian Orthodox Church in South Bound 

Brook, N.J.

Lev Khmelkovsky

Ukrainian American Veterans attend Veterans Day ceremonies

The Ukrainian American Veterans color guard, Walter Stepaniak of Post 17 (left) and 
Nicholas Jakowiw of Post 19 at Arlington National Cemetery. 

Marko Stepaniak

Kyivan-Byzantine tradition. Doing that will 
also brace us to meet the various strains of 
globalization and select what’s right for us.” 

Inevitably, discussions of the laity turn to 
what the laity expect of the hierarchy and 
clergy. While not addressed to the above 
question, these observations of a corre-
spondent on the West Coast are pertinent:

“The Byzantine Church... added prayers 
after prayers, ceremonies after ceremonies. 
The monastics focused on developing this, 
and it may serve some of their needs. But 
the monastic life and schedule do not fit into 
a working person’s life. …I am speechless 
when I read of Christ’s life and then look at 

the Church structure. …The Lord of all went 
to the people. The Church does the opposite. 
...there needs to be humility in the Church 
leadership, they need to see that they don’t 
know what is going on in the world. ...The 
Eastern Church has great maps of human 
consciousness. ...The emphasis on develop-
ing the inner life, the inner world, the liturgy 
that can put one in an altered state of con-
sciousness, this and the outward, good 
actions, Love, the growth of consciousness, 
is what religion is about. The individual and 
the group must grow.”

I would add three points. First, the 
Christian Churches today are grappling 
with issues of marriage, sexuality and fami-
ly life. While it would be foolish to follow 
their every fad and fashion, these are cen-
tral concerns. Our Churches cannot be 

(Continued from page 7)

Vox populi... revived if they do not confront them. 
Traditional teaching on the Christian family 
does not address, for example, the needs of 
those divorced through no fault of their 
own, or those who find themselves alone in 
a non-believing family. I hope that our theo-
logians, both Catholic and Orthodox, are 
developing an approach to these and other 
“family issues” in the Kyivan Byzantine tra-
dition. Perhaps they could work together. 
Our bishops would then translate this the-
ology into a pastoral approach by which the 
clergy would transmit their unique 
“Eastern” understanding to the laity.

Second, there is only passing reference 
to the Fourth Wave of immigrants from 
Ukraine. It appears to include pious 
Galician guest-workers who can be counted 
on to fill the pews, as well as de-Christian-
ized post-Soviet professionals and other 
intelligentsia to whom church-going – or 
even religion itself – seems alien and 
bizarre. While demographic studies have 
yielded valuable information about this 
group, we still need a sociological survey to 
determine its religious attitudes.

Third, the above comments barely men-
tion young people. Perhaps that is just as 
well; targeting them through “youth pro-
grams” probably alienates many. But there 
is a fundamental problem here. To try to 

reconcile the Christian way of life with the 
accepted youth culture of today seems 
futile. It is difficult to avoid the conclusion 
that – outside certain enclaves in Middle 
America – only those young people who 
have the courage and integrity to reject the 
lifestyle of their peers can live truly 
Christian lives. Until there is a sea change in 
our culture and society, the Church may 
only be able to attract a small core of young 
believers. 

This is part of a broader problem of reli-
gion and modernity. Should religion con-
form itself to modernity? Or should we 
bring modernity closer to religion? The for-
mer approach means that the Church might 
cease to be a critical counter-cultural voice. 
The latter would mean that the laity must 
work to transform modernity itself.

The comments quoted above show that 
the laity expect a lot from their hierarchy 
and clergy, who already have their hands 
full just doing the minimum with limited 
human and financial resources. If we want 
effective pastoral care in our tradition – not 
to mention a revival of church life – we 
have to provide those human and financial 
resources. This means not only money, but 
vocations. Yet significant funding and voca-
tions can only come from a revived Church. 
It is, thus, a vicious cycle. Can we break it?

statements in response for which they will 
be condemned and thus allow him to 
escape responsibility for what he has initi-
ated. Mr. Putin knows how central the 
Holodomor is to Ukrainians and how many 

of them will respond.
Finally, third, Ukrainians and their many 

friends and supporters around the world 
must recognize that this order and its 
Kremlin origins can best be countered not 
by violence or dramatic actions but rather 
by a calm insistence that everyone recog-
nize just what the world is up against as 
long as Mr. Putin remains in power. 

(Continued from page 6)

Donbas leader...
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Through Art exhibit, “CIM,” featuring seven artists from the
January 28 New York area, Ukrainian Institute of Modern Art, 
Chicago www.uima-chicago.org or 773-227-5522

December 13 Presentation, “Canines in Action in Ukraine, Healing
Ottawa Wounds of War,” League of Ukrainian Canadians,
 Ukrainian Cultural Center, www.1000byron.org 

December 15 Christmas Party, Ukrainian National Home, 
Syracuse, NY syracuseunh@syrucc.org or 315-478-9272
 613-728-0856 or www.ukrainianorthodox.info

December 16 Mykolai Show and Holiday Bazaar, Taras Shevchenko 
Washington School of Ukrainian Studies, Ukrainian Catholic Shrine 
 of the Holy Family, http://ukrainianbazaarweebly.com
 or 410-730-8108

December 16 Literary bazaar, “Golden Echoes of Pavlo Tychyna,” 
New York Shevchenko Scientific Society, 212-254-5130

December 16 Yalynka Christmas party, Ukrainian Engineers’ Society 
New York of America, Ukrainian Institute of America, 
 www.uesa.org or nyc@uesa.org

December 16 Christmas Bazaar, Holy Trinity Ukrainian Catholic
Kerhonkson, NY  Church, 845-647-6911

December 16 Byzantine Rite divine liturgy, with visitation by St.
Austin, TX Nicholas, St. Michael’s Academy Chapel, 
 www.facebook.com/events/540189683002628

December 17 Christmas Concert, St. John the Baptist Ukrainian 
Newark, NJ Catholic Church, www.stjohn-nj.com

December 17 Christmas bazaar, St. John the Baptist Ukrainian 
Whippany, NJ Catholic Church, Ukrainian American Cultural Center of 
 New Jersey, www.uaccnj.org 

December 17 Christmas concert by the Ukrainian Chorus Dumka, St. 
Whippany NJ John the Baptist Ukrainian Catholic Church, www.dumka.org

December 17 St. Nicholas Workshop, cookie decorating and traditional
Somerset, NJ Ukrainian Christmas tree ornaments, Ukrainian Historical
 and Educational Center, Fisher House, 732-356-0090

December 17 Christmas Party, Ukrainian National Federation, 
Ottawa 3 Nineteen Ukrainian Restaurant and Bar,
 olya.helen@gmail.com or 613-981-5066

December 23 Koliady Evening, Ukrainian Institute of America, 
New York www.ukrainianinstitute.org or 212-288-8660

December 29 Christmas concert, featuring the choir from the 
Orlando, FL Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary Ukrainian 
 Catholic Church, Epcot Center, 954-818-6101

December 30-31 New Year’s Eve weekend, Soyuzivka Heritage Center,
Kerhonkson, NY www.soyuzivka.com

January 6 Traditional Ukrainian Christmas dinner, Austin Texas 
Austin, TX Ukrainians, Blackhawk Amenity Center, 
 www.facebook.com/events/144461876300363

January 13 Malanka celebration, Ukrainian National Women’s 
Santa Clara, CA League of America – San Jose Branch, Ukrainian Catholic 
 Center of St. Volodymyr, www.eventbrite.com

January 13 Malanka celebration, Assumption of the Blessed Virgin 
Ottawa Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral, 
 malanka2018ottawa@gmail.com or 613-222-7373

January 14 Christmas concert by the Ukrainian Chorus Dumka,
New York St. George Ukrainian Catholic Church, www.dumka.org

January 20 Ukrainian Debutante Ball, Taras Shevchenko School of 
Washington Ukrainian Studies and the Washington Group, Omni 
 Shoreham Hotel

Entries in “Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to events 
advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome submissions 
from all our readers. Items will be published at the discretion of the editors 
and as space allows. Please send e-mail to mdubas@ukrweekly.com.
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PREVIEW OF EVENTS
Saturday, December 16

WASHINGTON: Taras Shevchenko School 
of Ukrainian Studies will host a Mykolai 
Show and Holiday Bazaar. Students will 
present a Mykolai show at noon. Sviatyi 
Mykolai will then meet with each grade/
age group (non-students are welcome). 
The Heavenly Office will be open at 9:15-
11:45 a.m. (only one item per child, $2 fee, 
labeled with child’s name, grade/age). The 
Bazaar/Bake Sale at 9:30-noon will feature 
a variety of home-baked treats and holiday 
foods, books and gift items. Location: 
Ukrainian Catholic National Shrine of the 
Holy Family, 4250 Harewood Road NE, 
Washington, DC 20017. For further infor-
mation visit ukrainianschoolbazaar.wee-
bly.com or contact Lada Onyshkevych at 
(ukieschooldc.web@gmail.com or 410-
730-8108.

NEW YORK: The Shevchenko Scientific 
Society invites all to the annual literary 
bazaar “Golden Echoes of Pavlo Tychyna,” 
dedicated to the 100th anniversary of the 
Ukrainian Revolution of 1917-1921. 
Participants Olena Jennings, Svitlana 
Makhno, Maria G. Rewakowicz and Vasyl 
Makhno will read poems from the follow-

ing collections “Clarinets of the Sun” 
(1918), “Instead of Sonnets and Octaves” 
(1920), “The Plow” (1920) and “The Wind 
from Ukraine” (1924). Vasyl Makhno will 
introduce the program. The readings will 
be in Ukrainian and English. The event will 
take place at the society’s building, 63 
Fourth Ave. (between Ninth and 10th 
streets) at 5 p.m. For additional informa-
tion, call 212-254-5130.
Sunday, December 17

SOMERSET, N.J.: Bring the family for a fun-
filled afternoon of making traditional 
Ukrainian Christmas ornaments and deco-
rating traditional St. Nicholas cookies – 
“Mykolaychyky” – at the St. Nicholas 
Workshop presented by the Ukrainian 
History and Education Center. St. Nicholas 
will be visiting the workshop, and children 
of all ages will have the opportunity to take 
a picture with him. The workshop will be 
held at the historic Fisher House on the 
grounds of St. Andrew Memorial Church, 
1960 Easton Ave. Somerset, NJ, 08873 
from noon until 3 p.m. Refreshments will 
be served, and baked goods will be avail-
able for purchase. Cost of workshop and 
photo: $15. For additional information call 
732-356-0132 or e-mail info@ukrhec.org. 

PREVIEW OF EVENTS GUIDELINES
Preview of Events is a listing of Ukrainian community events open to the public. It is a ser-
vice provided at minimal cost ($20 per listing) by The Ukrainian Weekly to the Ukrainian 
community.  Items must be no more than 100 words long. 

Preview items must be received no later than one week before the desired date of 
publication. Please include payment for each time the item is to appear and indicate 
date(s) of issue(s) in which the item is to be published. 

Information should be sent to preview@ukrweekly.com. When e-mailing, please do not 
send items as attachments – simply type the text into the body of the e-mail message. 
Preview items and payments may be mailed to: Preview of Events, The Ukrainian Weekly, 
2200 Route 10, P.O. Box 280, Parsippany, NJ 07054.
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