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The Ukrainian Weekly
by Mark Raczkiewycz

KYIV – Not since the Euro-Maidan revo-
lution have Kyiv’s streets seen such unrest 
as what occurred last weekend and turned 
out to be President Petro Poroshenko’s 
worst domestic political crisis to date. 

Several thousand protesters led by 
opposition lawmakers marched to Kyiv’s 
Independence Square on December 10, 
calling for the billionaire president’s 
impeachment, the release of ex-Georgian 
leader turned Ukrainian politician Mikheil 
Saakashvili and progress to uproot high-
level corruption. 

The rally at once questioned Mr. 
Poroshenko’s credentials of being reformist 
and pro-democratic, and cast his adminis-
tration in the negative light of “using the old 
tried and tested levers of power,” said 
Timothy Ash, a London-based senior 
emerging markets strategist for BlueBay 
Asset Management.

Two intertwined incidents led to the cul-
mination of the anti-government demon-
stration. One was the alleged concerted 
effort by authorities to further create log-
jams preventing the establishment of a 
long-promised anti-corruption court as 
they attempted to weaken graft-fighting 
institutions. The other is the detainment of 
Mr. Saakashvili, ex-president of Georgia and 
ex-governor of Odesa – a former university 
pal of the Ukrainian president. Mr. 
Poroshenko had hired Mr. Saaskashvili in 
2015 but had a falling out with him in 
November 2016. 

Sapping independent  
anti-graft institutions

While the respective heads of the inde-
pendent  Special  Anti-Corruption 
Prosecutor’s Office (SAPO) and the 
National Anti-Corruption Bureau of 
Ukraine (NABU), Nazar Kholodnytsky and 
Artem Sytnyk, were visiting Washington on 
December 4-6, two pro-presidential parlia-
mentary factions introduced legislation 
that would allow the Verkhovna Rada to 
remove them from office. 

Meanwhile, the Security Service of Ukraine 
and the Prosecutor General’s Office had a 
week earlier, on November 30, jointly disrupt-
ed a NABU sting operation, the anti-graft 
agency alleges. That day, seven NABU agents 
had their cover blown when authorities 
detained them during an operation to give a 
$30,000 bribe to a State Migration Service 
official who purportedly was soliciting it. 

Then, a national deputy who was vocif-
erous on graft, former journalist Yegor 

Poroshenko faces worst political crisis of his administration

(Continued on page 7)

A scene from the anti-government demonstration in Kyiv on December 9 – the largest 
since the Euro-Maidan – that called on the Poroshenko administration to speed up 

anti-graft efforts.

Inna Sokolovska/UNIAN

Defense budget authorizes
provision of lethal weapons
 to Ukraine, expands support

Interfax-Ukraine

WASHINGTON – The defense budget 
for 2018, signed by U.S. President 
Donald Trump, provides $350 million to 
promote security in Ukraine and autho-
rizes the country to provide lethal 
weapons, the Ukrainian Embassy in the 
United States has said.

“President of the United States 
Donald Trump has signed the law on 
the U.S. budget for 2018 for national 
defense, which provides permission to 
allocate $350 million to provide assis-
tance in the security sphere of Ukraine. 
The law authorizes the provision of 
defensive weapons to our state and sig-
nificantly expands the parameters of 
Ukraine’s support with the United 
States in the field of security and 
defense,” the Embassy of Ukraine said 
on its Facebook page.

The National Defense Authorization 
Act for Fiscal Year 2018 contains provi-
sions allowing the use of U.S. defense 
budget funds for the rehabilitation of 
wounded Ukrainian military personnel 
in medical institutions of the United 
States, education and training of 
Ukrainian medical specialists in this field, 
as well as strengthening the capabilities 
of the air and naval forces of Ukraine.

Chicago and New York events raise more than $500,000 for UCU
by Matthew Matuszak

UCEF

CHICAGO – Recent events in Chicago and New York City 
together raised more than half a million dollars for 
Ukrainian Catholic University (UCU). Both the spiritual and 
the secular were emphasized at the events: Bishop Borys 
Gudziak, president of UCU, shared the New York program 
with Michigan-born Dr. Ulana Suprun, acting minister of 
health of Ukraine, while Chicago’s audience greeted Bishop 
Benedict Aleksichuk and noted international business con-
sultant Adrian Slywotzky.

Chicago’s October 29 luncheon was held at the Ritz-Carlton 
Hotel. Bishop Benedict, a graduate of the UCU Lviv Business 
School and a former UCU senator (member of the board), gave 
the blessing and then spoke to the gathered supporters. 

Local friends of UCU also had an opportunity to meet 
other graduates and students and to see and hear about 
their accomplishments, starting with a brief video presen-
tation, “Aspire to Greatness.” The film showed the results of 
the recently completed, seven-year Comprehensive 
Campaign, “A New Generation for a New Ukraine.” The 
fund-raising effort gathered donations from 15,000 con-
tributors worldwide for a total of $67.1 million, which 
were used to build a new campus with four buildings, 

expand programs and faculty, increase scholarships and 
student enrollment, including an outreach effort to enroll 
students from throughout Ukraine, including a young 
woman, a Crimean Tatar, who was highlighted in the film.

The Rev. Stepan Sus, an UCU graduate who is now a 
chaplain for the Ukrainian military, spoke of the challenges 
of his ministry. Also, four current students of the Lviv 
Business School (LvBS) at UCU, who were visiting the U.S. 
to learn “how business works,” as one of them expressed it, 
shared their experiences at UCU that help them bring both 
professionalism and ethics to the entrepreneurial activities 
in which they are already engaged.

Entertainment was in abundance at the event, as well. 
The highlight was the P&P Quintet (of the Garrison Church 
of the Holy Apostles Peter and Paul in Lviv), which sang for 
guests in the vestibule as they arrived at the event and then 
gave a mini-concert at the end of the afternoon. The 
Chicago Bandura Ensemble Char-Zillia, which has an UCU 
graduate as a member, performed, as did violinist Krystyna 
Dobrowolsky Lopez, daughter and granddaughter of dedi-
cated donors to UCU’s funding arm in North America, the 
Ukrainian Catholic Education Foundation (UCEF).

Keynote speaker Mr. Slywotzky, partner emeritus of lead-
ing global management consulting firm Oliver Wyman, 

(Continued on page 5)

UCU President Bishop Borys Gudziak and Acting 
Minister of Health of Ukraine Dr. Ulana Suprun were 
the main speakers at the November 5 fund-raiser for the 

Ukrainian Catholic University held in New York.

Roman Verhnyak

(Continued on page 8)
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Mogherini on Ukraine’s territorial integrity

The European Union’s foreign policy 
chief reiterated the EU’s “unwavering” sup-
port for Ukraine’s territorial integrity as the 
bloc considered moves to extend economic 
sanctions on Russia for its aggression in 
Ukraine. Federica Mogherini, speaking in 
Brussels on December 8 after meeting with 
Ukrainian Prime Minister Volodymyr 
Groysman, condemned Russia’s continued 
militarization of the Crimea region, which 
Moscow annexed from Ukraine in 2014. 
She also assailed Russia for the deteriora-
tion of human rights in the region and 
restated the EU’s “call for the immediate 
release of all Ukrainian citizens illegally 
detained in illegally annexed Crimea and in 
Russia.” The EU, along with the United 
States, has imposed economic sanctions on 
Moscow for its actions in Ukraine, where it 
also backs separatists fighting Kyiv’s forces 
in the eastern part of the country in a con-
flict that has killed more than 10,000 peo-
ple since it began in April 2014. The EU 
sanctions, which mainly target the Russian 
banking and energy sectors, were imposed 
in the summer of 2014 and have been 
extended every six months since then. EU 
diplomats, speaking on condition of ano-
nymity, told RFE/RL on the sidelines of the 
meeting that French President Emmanuel 
Macron and German Chancellor Angela 
Merkel will recommend at the December 
14 EU summit that the sanctions be extend-
ed a further six months through July 2018. 
The decision on sanctions will likely be 
made by EU diplomats just before the 
Christmas break, officials said. (RFE/RL, 
with reporting by RFE/RL’s Rikard Jozwiak)

Ukraine will not receive EU money 

Ukraine will not receive the third 
tranche of the European Union’s financial 
assistance as Kyiv failed to meet some of 
the EU requirements, the head of the EU 
delegation to Ukraine said. Hugues 
Mingarelli said at a press conference at 
Oshchadbank in Kyiv on December 13 that 
Ukraine had met only 17 out of 21 prelimi-
nary requirements of the program for 
receiving the third tranche of 600 million 
euros ($705.5 million U.S.). According to 
Mr. Mingarelli, the European Commission 
would assess Ukraine’s need in external 
financial aid in upcoming months. Under 

the program that ends in January 2018, 
Ukraine received two tranches totaling 1.2 
billion euros ($1.4 billion) out of 1.8 billion 
euros ($2.1 billion) of the financial assis-
tance. Mr. Mingarelli said earlier that the 
requirements Ukraine failed to meet 
included the abolition of a moratorium on 
the export of round timber, the fulfillment 
of conditions in the field of energy, fighting 
corruption and requirements in the field of 
trade as well as in social payments for 
immigrants. (RFE/RL, based on reporting 
by Interfax and Kyiv Post)

Saakashvili released from detention 

A Ukrainian court has released from 
detention opposition figure Mikheil 
Saakashvili, who is accused by prosecutors 
of assisting a criminal organization. 
Ukrainian prosecutors had sought to place 
Mr. Saakashvili under house arrest, but a 
judge on December 11 turned down the 
request. Mr. Saakashvili told journalists 
after the hearing that he planned to contin-
ue his political activities with the aim of 
“constitutional, calm, but very necessary 
transfer of power in the country,” accusing 
the Ukrainian authorities of corruption and 
“usurping power.” But he said he “has no 
presidential ambitions” himself. Judge 
Larysa Tsokol told Kyiv’s Pechersk district 
court that the prosecutors’ request to put 
Saakashvili under house arrest pending 
trial was “dismissed,” prompting applause 
by Mr. Saakashvili’s supporters in the court-
room. Mr. Saakashvili praised the judge’s 
ruling as “courageous,” and said, “It means 
not everything is lost in Ukraine.” Ukrainian 
Prosecutor General Yuriy Lutsenko later 
said on ICTV that he will appeal the judge’s 
ruling. (RFE/RL, with reporting by RFE/
RL’s Ukrainian Service and news agencies)

Poroshenko on anti-corruption efforts 

Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko 
says he has not interfered in the work of 
state anti-corruption agencies, comments 
that come amid mounting domestic and 
foreign pressure over Kyiv’s commitment 
to combating graft. Mr. Poroshenko’s 
remarks to reporters on December 8 fol-
lowing a meeting with Lithuanian 
President Dalia Grybauskaite came in the 
wake of accusations by critics this week 

(Continued on page 12)
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by Christopher Miller 
RFE/RL

KYIV – Ukrainian officials and politicians 
have reacted with alarm to reports that the 
Council of Europe is considering lifting 
sanctions imposed against Russia over its 
military intervention in Crimea out of fears 
that Moscow might otherwise leave the 
body.

“We are extremely concerned,” Dmytro 
Kuleba, Ukraine’s ambassador to the 
Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of 
Europe (PACE), told RFE/RL from 
Strasbourg on November 27. “The issue 
now goes far beyond interests of Ukraine. 
It’s in the interests of the entire region to 
defend the Council of Europe from Russian 
blackmail and leaning toward Russia.”

Mr. Kuleba’s comments came after the 
Financial Times (FT) reported on 
November 26 that Moscow was demanding 
that its voting rights in PACE – which were 
revoked in 2014 in response to Russia’s sei-
zure of Ukraine’s Crimean Peninsula – be 
restored, and that the secretary-general of 
the Council of Europe was lobbying in sup-
port of the idea.

FT said Secretary-General Thorbjorn 
Jagland had been touring European capitals 
warning that Moscow could withdraw from 
the 47-member Council of Europe, which 
oversees the European Convention on 
Human Rights and the European Court of 
Human Rights (ECHR), unless its demands 
were met.

“It would really be very, very bad if 
Russia was to leave... because the conven-
tion and court has been so important for 
Russian citizens,” FT quoted Mr. Jagland as 
saying. “It will be a negative development 
for Europe, because we will have a Europe 
without Russia. It would be a big step back 
for Europe.” 

The interview with Mr. Jagland sparked 
anger in Kyiv. In a Facebook post, 
Volodymyr Ariyev, head of Ukraine’s PACE 
delegation and a lawmaker for the ruling 
party of President Petro Poroshenko, 
accused Mr. Jagland of suffering from 
“Stockholm syndrome,” suggesting he had 
become a hostage to Russian interests.

But some do agree there would be a 

serious downside to Russia’s absence from 
the Council of Europe, PACE and, by exten-
sion, the ECHR. Russia-related cases 
account for some one-third of the 
Strasbourg-based court’s caseload.

Tanya Lokshina of Human Rights Watch 
in Moscow told the FT that the court “has 
been the most successful international pro-
tection mechanism” for Russians’ rights, 
adding that it was the “court of last resort 
in a situation when they cannot find justice 
in domestic courts.”

Russia has tried to claw back its vote for 
months, and in June it canceled its pay-
ments to the Council of Europe in retalia-
tion for its delegation there being stripped 
of voting rights, Reuters reported at the 
time.

The Independent, citing Russia’s Foreign 
Affairs Ministry, said also that “persecu-
tion“ of its delegates was another reason 
for the move.

Russia’s reported push to restore its 
PACE voting rights comes as a new 
European commissioner on human rights 
is to be elected in January. Moscow has said 
it won’t recognize the winner of the elec-
tion as long as it has no vote.

There have also been suggestions that, 
should Russia’s voting rights be restored, it 
could be held up as a victory by President 
Vladimir Putin ahead of Russia’s presiden-
tial election in March. Mr. Putin announced 
his candidacy on December 6 and he is 
widely expected to win.

Should Russia return to PACE in January, 
Mr. Kuleba said, “it will be an excellent gift 
to Putin on the eve of elections.” 

Mr. Kuleba, who has worked since start-
ing his role in Strasbourg in the summer of 
2016 to keep Russia from returning to 
PACE until all obligations are met to lift the 
sanctions, said the issue of allowing 
Moscow an unconditional return has been 
“evolving in shadows, as no one seems to 
be interested in the Council of Europe staff.”

If Russia is given back its voting rights 
now, Mr. Kuleba said, Ukraine would 
remain a member of the Council of Europe, 
“though our parliamentarians [would] seri-
ously consider pulling out from PACE.”

Kyiv concerned Council of Europe
might cave to Russian ‘blackmail’
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The Ukrainian World Congress in 
December 9 extended its congratulations on 
the 100th anniversary of First Kurultai of the 
Crimean Tatar People.

The Ukrainian World Congress (UWC) 
congratulates Crimean Tatars on the 100th 
anniversary of the First Kurultai of the 
Crimean Tatar People, which proclaimed 
the Crimean People’s Republic, and adopt-
ed a Constitution and national symbolism. 
Despite the fact that, as a result of the bru-
tal actions of Soviet authorities, the young 
Crimean People’s Republic was short-lived, 
the convening of the First Kurultai of the 
Crimean Tatar People remains a historic 
event of international consequence that tes-
tifies to the long-standing aspiration of the 
Crimean Tatar people for self-determination 
and establishes democratic traditions in the 
history of the Crimean Tatars.   

Today, Crimean Tatars once again suffer 

harsh pressure, repression and persecution 
by the occupying authorities of the Russian 
Federation. The criminal actions of the 
Russian Federation are forcing the Crimean 
Tatar people to defend the right to live freely 
on their own soil. Since the beginning of the 
Russian Federation’s aggression in Ukraine, 
including the illegal occupation of Crimea, 
the UWC has strengthened its cooperation 
with the Mejlis of the Crimean Tatar People 
and with its network in 53 countries active-
ly furthers the issues of Crimean Tatars in 
the international community.  

“On behalf of the 20-million-strong 
Ukrainian diaspora, the Ukrainian World 
Congress declares its solidarity with the 
Crimean Tatar people and commits its con-
tinued support in the fight for the de-occu-
pation of Crimea and the defense of the 
human, national and religious rights and 
freedoms of Crimean Tatars,” stated UWC 
President Eugene Czolij. 

FOR THE RECORD: UWC statement
on the centennial of the Kurultai

(Continued on page 3)
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Coveting thy neighbor: Russia’s Kerch bridge enabling seizure of Ukrainian oil and gas
by Tanner Holland 

Eurasia Daily Monitor

In the heat of the spring and summer of 2014, a full-
scale Russian invasion to create a land bridge to recently 
annexed Crimea appeared overwhelmingly likely. Such a 
move by Russia never materialized, though fears of its 
imminent possibility continued to crop up as violence and 
tensions along the Donbas frontline flared up periodically 
over the past several years (see Eurasia Daily Monitor, 
March 30). Yet, throughout this time, the Kremlin contin-
ued to seek to cement its hold on the Crimean peninsula. 
The long-dreamed-of Russian bridge to Crimea was seen 
as the solution, and planning began in March 2014 (TASS, 
April 21, 2016).

The combined road-and-rail bridge that will link Russia 
proper with Crimea (whose only physical land connection 
is with Ukraine) is currently under construction. The 
bridge crosses the Kerch Strait, which is a small interna-
tional waterway that connects the Black Sea to the Sea of 
Azov, a strategic and economically important body of water 
for Ukraine (see EDM, July 13, September 6). 

The ports of Berdiansk and Mariupol lie on the Sea of 
Azov; in 2013, they handled 2.16 billion and 15.5 billion 
tons of cargo, respectively (Ccb.at.ua, March 19, 2014). 
Based on previous treaty agreements between Ukraine 
and Russia, a mutual arrangement must be reached before 
any construction in the Kerch Strait is allowed to begin 
(Fao.org, April 22, 2004). Indeed, the Ukrainian govern-
ment has not agreed to the ongoing construction of the 
Kerch Strait bridge by Russia. 

This flagrant violation of international law by Moscow, 
on top of the violation of international law from annexing 
Crimea, further isolates Russia and gives the West addi-
tional reason to sanction the country. Furthermore, this 
$3.5 billion mega-project is beset with immense technical 
and financial challenges that make constructing the bridge 
even more daunting (see EDM, March 25, 2016). Why then 
is the Kremlin so determined to see it through?

The answer perhaps lies in the Kremlin’s desire to 
cement its hold on the natural resources of both the Azov 
Sea and the northern Black Sea more broadly. The north-
ern Black Sea is home to a vast amount of untapped oil and 
gas resources that Russia gained after its annexation of 
Crimea; and it has sought to secure its hold over these 
resources (see EDM, April 14, 2014 and February 17, 
2016; The New York Times, May 17, 2014). Meanwhile, the 
resources found in the small area of the Ukrainian portion 
of the Sea of Azov amount to 20 billion cubic meters of nat-
ural gas, by the estimates of the Crimean oil and gas com-
pany Chernomorneftegaz. This is roughly worth $3.4 bil-
lion at European Union market price, without factoring in 
extraction costs (Rpi-research.com, 2012). In context, this 
would represent 10 percent of Russian state-owned 
Gazprom’s 2016 exports to Europe by volume 
(Gazpromexport.ru, accessed November 5). 

The Kremlin has shown how far it is willing to go to con-
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Quotable notes
…The United States recognizes that the war in 

Ukraine in which people are still dying every day must 
come to an end. We have repeatedly urged Russia to 
begin the path to peace by honoring its commitments 
under the Minsk agreements. Any resolution of the war 
that does not entail a fully independent, sovereign and 
territorially whole Ukraine is unacceptable. Russia 
chose to violate the sovereignty of the largest country in 
Europe. The United States and Europe have stood 
shoulder-to-shoulder since 2014 in confronting this 
Russian aggression with a coordinated sanctions policy. 
Our trans-Atlantic unity is meant to convey to the 
Russian government that we will not stand for this fla-
grant violation of international norms. We hope Russia 
will take steps to restore Ukraine’s full sovereignty and 
territorial integrity and fully implement its Minsk com-
mitments, allowing us to begin then the process of 
restoring normal relations. But let me be clear, Minsk-
related sanctions will remain in place until Russia 
reverses the actions that triggered them. 

We are committed to the success of an independent 
and whole Ukraine. However, Ukraine’s future depends 
also on winning its internal struggle to implement a 
broad range of economic, justice, security and social 
sector reforms. We encourage Ukraine to continue 
building capable, trustworthy institutions that will 
reduce and eventually eliminate corruption, strengthen 
their judicial system and deliver economic prosperity to 
their citizens. …

– U.S. Secretary of State Rex W. Tillerson, speaking at 
The Wilson Center in Washington on November 28.

…We have been clear with Russia that we cannot 
return to business as usual in the NATO-Russia rela-
tions, as long as Russia continues its illegal occupation 
of Ukraine. …Russia’s aggression in Ukraine remains the 
biggest threat to European security, and demands con-
tinued trans-Atlantic unity in confronting that threat. 
Our NATO allies stand firm in our support of Ukraine’s 
sovereignty and their territorial integrity. We do not 
accept Russia’s efforts to change the internationally-rec-
ognized borders of Ukraine or recognize Russia’s illegal 
occupation of Crimea. ...

With respect to dialogue with Russia, we had a lot of 
discussion during this NATO meeting, and in particular 
around dinner last night, over what is the proper 
engagement with Russia. And I think there is broad con-
sensus among all the NATO members that there is no 
normalization of dialogue with Russia today. ...

Having dialogue just to be talking and trying to regu-
larize or renormalize this relationship cannot be under-
taken until some of these actions that I’ve addressed – 
in particular Ukraine, hybrid warfare – until Russia 
begins to address those actions which we find not just 
unacceptable but intolerable.

– U.S. Secretary of State Rex Tillerson speaking on 
December 6 at a press conference following a meeting of 
NATO Foreign Ministers in Brussels.

…Of all the challenges confronting the OSCE today, 
none is more important or vexing than the situation in 
Ukraine. The United States is committed to Ukraine’s 
sovereignty, independence and territorial integrity 
within its internationally recognized borders. We call 
for full implementation of the Minsk agreements. We 
will never accept Russia’s occupation and attempted 
annexation of Crimea. Crimea-related sanctions will 
remain in place until Russia returns full control of the 
peninsula to Ukraine.

In eastern Ukraine, we join our European partners in 
maintaining sanctions until Russia withdraws its forces 
from the Donbas and meets its Minsk commitments. 
While Ukraine is taking steps to abide by these agree-
ments – and it must continue to do so – Russia is not. 
More civilians were killed in 2017 than in 2016. In 
November, ceasefire violations in Donetsk and Luhansk 
were up 60 percent. 

We should be clear about the source of this violence: 
Russia is arming, leading, training and fighting along-
side anti-government forces. We call on Russia and its 
proxies to end its harassment, intimidation and its 
attacks on the OSCE Special Monitoring Mission. We 
honor the sacrifice of Joseph Stone, an American para-
medic killed in April while on patrol, and commend the 
bravery and commitment of the SMM monitors serving 
in the field today. ...

Whether it is ending the crisis in Ukraine, fighting 
terrorism, promoting human rights, or resolving long-
standing conflicts, the OSCE is an important platform 
for addressing these challenges. The United States will 
continue its strong support for the OSCE and will reject 
efforts to weaken any of its institutions or its field mis-
sions. …

– U.S. Secretary of State Rex Tillerson speaking on 
December 7 at the Ministerial Plenary Session of the 
Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe 
meeting in Vienna.

trol Ukrainian resources in the Black Sea by illegally seizing 
them and then using military force to protect its claim 
(Dpsu.gov.ua, September 7, 2016). In a recent exercise, 
Russian units demonstrated that if a Ukrainian naval vessel 
attempted to reassert control over stolen assets, it would be 
met with a severe military response (UNIAN, October 20).

Given the disrepair of the Ukrainian navy, the construc-
tion of the Kerch Strait bridge could represent the final 
step in turning the Azov Sea into a Russian lake (RIA 
Ukraine, March 27, 2014). Besides already adding addi-
tional military forces to the theater – essentially creating 
“Fortress Crimea” (see EDM, December 9, 2014; November 
14, 2017) – the Kremlin has talked about allowing the 
Russian Federal Security Service (FSB) to take jurisdiction 
over the bridge in order to prevent “terrorist actions,” and 
has overseen the construction of an Azov Fleet by the sepa-
ratist, Moscow-backed government in Donetsk, giving 
Russia the ability to employ paramilitary as well as conven-
tional military capabilities to respond to Ukrainian move-
ments in this body of water (Komsomolskaya Pravda, 
September 9, 2016; Gordon, March 5, 2016). 

Furthermore, the very proportions of the bridge are 
such that they will severely limit the ability of Ukrainian 
vessels to navigate through the Kerch Strait into and out of 
the Azov Sea. And in fact, Russia has already closed the 
Strait entirely for short periods to complete construction 
(see EDM, September 6), and may try to do so again in the 
future based on any number of possible justifications.

In demonstrating that Russia is not afraid to flout inter-
national law in and around Crimea, it is likely that the con-

struction of the Kerch Strait bridge will enable it to do the 
same regarding the currently largely untapped resources 
in the Azov Sea (Usgs.gov, June 2011). Russia’s de facto 
control of the Azov Sea will only embolden it to seize exist-
ing oil and gas infrastructure and build new facilities to 
extract resources that are legally within Ukrainian mari-
time territory.

This all fits with Russia’s efforts to further cripple 
Ukraine’s access to the sea in order pursue a dual-track 
strategy of projecting Russian power along the northern 
Black Sea, as well as to enrich the Kremlin and its allies as 
they exploit the natural resources in the wider Black Sea 
basin. These goals operate hand-in-hand and should be 
viewed as a continuation of Russia’s use of oil and gas not 
just as an instrument of foreign policy but also as a driver 
of it. 

Given this increased threat environment, Ukraine will 
need to continue to build its shore defense capabilities and 
adapt its naval strategy to respond appropriately to these 
threats. In Kyiv, the emphasis is often placed on the army at 
the expense of the navy, but as Russia more aggressively 
closes in on Ukrainian shores, the issue of a second front or 
amphibious landing near Mariupol necessitates that the 
government create a capable amphibious coastal defense 
force. Only time will tell if Ukraine will shift its strategy in 
time.

The article above is reprinted from Eurasia Daily Monitor 
with permission from its publisher, the Jamestown 
Foundation, www.jamestown.org.

“The government in its reaction will not violate our legal 
obligations before the council but will review all types of 
cooperation based on goodwill and recommendations,” Mr. 
Kuleba explained.

“Ukraine needs a strong [Council of Europe] to defend 
human rights in Ukraine and in the territories occupied by 
Russia, and to help us with reforms,” Mr. Kuleba said, refer-
ring to the eastern regions of Donetsk and Luhansk, where 
government forces are still fighting Kremlin-backed mili-
tants in a war that has taken more than 10,200 lives. “If 
Russia is allowed to return to PACE without paying a price, 
[the Council of Europe] will become weak and lose credi-
bility in Ukraine.”

He added, “Make peace with Russia at the expense of 
Ukraine – that’s exactly what’s happening.”

Copyright 2017, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted with the permis-
sion of Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut 
Ave. NW, Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see https://
www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-fears-council-of-europe-caving-
russian-blackmail/28882603.html).

(Continued from page 2)

Kyiv concerned...
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informed the assembled guests of the 
numerous, sometimes not well-known, 
accomplishments of the young university 
and of reasons he has dedicated his time and 
talent to UCU, both as a guest lecturer and 
supporter of LvBS.

The audience was clearly convinced by 
Mr. Slywotzky, as $230,000 was raised for 
the support of the university, including a 
$100,000 scholarship endowment and 
major support from the Selfreliance 
Foundation and  Selfreliance Ukrainian 
American Federal Credit Union and The 
Heritage Foundation of First Security 
Federal Savings Bank.

The UCEF expressed gratitude to first-
time master of ceremonies Andrij Glubisz, 
the Chicago Friends of UCU Committee, and 
committee chairs Dr. Vassyl Lonchyna and 
Dr. Roksolana Tymiak-Lonchyna, who, 
among their other numerous contributions 
to the event, “discovered” the wonderful 
quintet in Lviv.

The luncheon in New York City was held 
a week later, on November 5, at The St. 
Regis. A little more than seven years ago, the 
start of the UCU Comprehensive Campaign 
was announced at an event in New York City 
by Bishop Borys Gudziak, then rector of 
UCU. With the end of this seven-year fund-
raising effort, Bishop Borys, now president 
of UCU, returned to New York City. 

He thanked the more than 200 guests, 
many of whom have been attending the lun-
cheons for more than a decade, for their 
continuous support of the university in Lviv. 
He reflected on the long history of UCU, first 
as a dream of Metropolitan Andrey 
Sheptytsky, then through the efforts of 
Patriarch Josyf Slipyj in Rome, to the 

remarkable campus now in Ukraine. Despite 
the long, at times complicated, history, the 
dream of having such a university and vision 
of the university’s purpose always remained, 
stated Bishop Borys.

He introduced the Rev. Taras Lonchyna, 
who later offered the benediction, as both a 
close friend and one of Patriarch Josyf’s first 
students in Rome. He awarded and person-
ally thanked Jaroslawa Rubel and Mykola 
Haliv, members of the original New York 
Friends committee, for their years of friend-
ship, personal support and boundless 
efforts to build UCU. 

The Rev. Michael Perry, who offered the 
opening prayer, spoke about his recent trip 
to UCU. In the United States, he noted, if 
grass is needed on a plot of land, sod is 
delivered, watered and immediately there 
is a lawn. In Ukraine, he said, he looked out 

his window at UCU and saw a gardener 
every morning. “First the soil is prepared, 
then the seed is sown, the plot is watered, 
the first blades are tender, but the roots 
grow strong and with patience and time, 
the land becomes green.” From a decrepit 
Soviet building with a small number of stu-
dents, UCU has grown deep roots and 
thrived, having been tended with the sup-
port of thousands of gardeners through the 
years, he noted. 

The dean of the School of Public Health 
at the University of Maryland, Dr. Boris 
Lushniak, a friend since childhood of 
Bishop Borys, was the master of ceremo-
nies who tied the event together with his 
dynamic style. A former acting surgeon 
general of the United States, he was instru-
mental in containing the spread of Ebola 
and preventing an epidemic. Introducing 
Acting Minister of Health Suprun, who has 
pioneered the effort to reform health care 
in Ukraine, Dr. Lushniak joked that some 
people view the title of “acting” as a tempo-
rary placeholder, when, in fact, it really 
means that these are the people who “actu-
ally act and get things done.” 

Dr. Suprun has close ties to UCU. Under 
her leadership, the School of Rehabilitation 
Medicine was established. She began her 
serious and comprehensive presentation 
with a moment of lightness. Standing with 
her back to the guests, she took a “selfie” 
with UCU supporters in the background. 
This clever idea, she noted came from her 
assistant, a graduate of UCU. “Before I finish 
speaking this afternoon,” she said, “my 
assistant will have received this photo, will 
have posted the photo on my page with an 
explanation of what we are doing here, 
which then will be seen by thousands of 
people.” While this may seem to be an insig-

nificant moment, this spirit of innovation, of 
communicating with people, of bringing 
change and energy to the government, in 
service to the citizens of Ukraine, she noted, 
is embodied in UCU.

The event in New York was fortunate to 
have not just one, but two members of the 
Slywotzky family as part of the program. 
Soprano Vira Slywotzky, daughter of Mr. 
Slywotzky and Christine Balko Slywotzky, 
strong and dedicated supporters of UCU, 
held the guests spellbound with her mag-
nificent voice and presence. Singing in 
Italian, English and Ukrainian, she moved 
through a selection of popular songs, as 
well as familiar solos from famous operas. 

As he did a week earlier at the event in 
Chicago, Mr. Slywotzky took the guests 
through a serious, yet entertaining quiz 
about the accomplishments of UCU. This 
type of information, he noted, is the type 
that guests can bring to conversations with 
their friends and thereby encourage sup-
port for UCU with examples of success. 

With the luncheon coming to a close, 
UCEF Chief Development Officer Alex 
Kuzma took to the stage to thank generous 
donors. Donations from institutions, 
including  Self Reliance New York Federal 
Credit Union, SUMA (Yonkers) Federal 
Credit Union, Brody-Lew and the Kozicky 
Family Foundation totaled $137,500. 
Donations from major supporters, includ-
ing George Smith and Maria Moroz-Smith, 
the Rev. Michael Perry and a large anony-
mous donation, totaled $161,000.

Early in the afternoon, Bishop Borys 
Gudziak presented awards to Self Reliance 
New York, the Ukrainian National Women’s 
League of America and Roma and George 
Temnycky for their significant contribu-
tions to the Comprehensive Campaign. 

(Continued from page 1)

Chicago...

The P&P Quintet (of the Garrison Church of the Holy Apostles Peter and Paul in 
Lviv) sang at the October 29 fund-raiser in Chicago.

Peter Koutun

Ukrainian Catholic University President Bishop Borys Gudziak presents 
awards to Jaroslawa Rubel and Mykola Haliv, members of the original New 

York Friends of UCU Committee.
Adrian Slywotzky was the keynote speaker at the 

fund-raiser in Chicago.

Roman Verhnyak
Peter Koutun
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Things in Ukraine are heating up, as reported by our Kyiv correspondent Mark 
Raczkiewycz, who says the unrest on Kyiv’s streets last weekend is something the 
capital has not seen since the Euro-Maidan – the Revolution of Dignity. This time, the 
demands are for Ukrainian authorities to get serious about the fight against corrup-
tion, with some calling for President Petro Poroshenko’s resignation or impeach-
ment. (Yes, the Mikheil Saakashvili drama is connected to this political crisis, but we 
would argue it is not the main element.) 

Mr. Poroshenko’s credentials as a reformer are being questioned since his admin-
istration is seen as hindering the establishment of an anti-corruption court. 
Furthermore, pro-presidential parliamentary factions have tried to create obstacles 
to the work of the Special Anti-Corruption Prosecutor’s Office (SAPO) and the 
National Anti-Corruption Bureau of Ukraine (NABU), and they have dismissed out-
spoken anti-graft activist Yegor Soboliev from his post as chairman of the parliamen-
tary Anti-Corruption Committee

The reaction from the United States, the European Union and others was 
unequivocal. “It serves no purpose for Ukraine to fight for its body in Donbas if it 
loses its soul to corruption,” Secretary of State Rex Tillerson said. “Anti-corruption 
institutions must be supported, resourced and defended.” The EU delegation in 
Ukraine said on Facebook that a bill that would allow the Rada to dismiss the heads 
of SAPO and NABU “goes against Ukraine’s fight against corruption” and under-
scored that anti-corruption institutions” must be strengthened, not weakened.

Reacting to accusations leveled against him, President Poroshenko on December 
8 denied he is interfering in the work of anti-corruption agencies and said he would 
“not allow any threats of political interference” in their activities. A day earlier, IMF 
Managing Director Christine Lagarde had spoke with Mr. Poroshenko to underline 
that battling corruption “is expected by the Ukrainian society and is critical to 
improve transparency and accountability and create the conditions for sustainable 
growth. She noted: “…we agreed on the need to maintain the independence and 
enhance the operational capacity of the National Anti-Corruption Bureau and the 
Special Anti-Corruption Prosecutor’s Office. …We also agreed that the prompt estab-
lishment of the anti-corruption court is an essential complement of these efforts.” In 
fact, the IMF has said establishment of such a court is a precondition for further 
funding of Ukraine’s economic recovery.

At a December 12 press conference, NGOs and national deputies in Ukraine asked 
the Ukrainian diaspora to support the fight against corruption in Ukraine by pushing 
for the establishment of an anti-corruption court. According to Interfax-Ukraine, 
National Deputy Soboliev asked Ukrainians from all over the world to help peaceful-
ly establish “good governance of the state.” He pointed out: “This is the first time that 
society has come out for the sake of establishing rules, rather than kicking someone 
out or taking revenge on someone.” A co-founder of Razom for Ukraine, Lyuba 
Shipovich, argued that battling corruption is absolutely essential for progress on 
reforms. In a subsequent post on Facebook she noted that an anti-corruption court 
is needed to provide focus, hasten changes to the system, and create a cycle of work 
encompassing investigation, indictment and prosecution. She added that corrup-
tioneers often have assets abroad; thus, they fall under the jurisdiction of other 
countries. “Ukrainians in different countries should unite and exert pressure with 
the help of these countries” to investigate illegal activity, she said. 

Clearly, corruption has become Ukraine’s No. 1 internal enemy. It’s time for Kyiv 
to get real.

The Ukrainian Weekly

Two years ago, on December 21, 2015, Russia issued a warn-
ing to the European Union that any move to cancel the Nord 
Stream-2 gas pipeline that would connect from Russia’s Baltic 
coast to Germany would only hurt Europe.

“The sides have reached considerable progress in terms of 
legal, technical, economic and financial aspects of this agree-

ment,” Russian Economy Minister Aleksei Ulyukayev said on that day in Brussels. “Failing 
to implement it now would be a shot in one’s foot from the side of whoever would want to 
do it,” he said.  “This is about Europe’s energy balance, safeguarding security of supplies, 
these are most important questions.”

The Nord Stream-2 project involves German and Dutch companies, as well as Russia’s 
Gazprom. The project fell into question during the previous week in December 2015 after 
Italy raised it as an issue during debate over extending Russian economic sanctions.

Italian Prime Minister Matteo Renzi said Berlin’s plans to turn Germany into a hub for 
the distribution of Russian gas through the project was intended to bypass Ukraine, and 
“left a dubious taste,” especially after a similar South Stream project that would have bene-
fitted Italy was blocked by sanctions in 2014.

Since the announcement on December 21, 2015, and with the expansion of EU sanc-
tions in the wake of Russian aggression, a number of European states have solidified 
their resolve against the Nord Stream-2 project.  The EU has declared, as a long-term 
strategy, the diversification of its gas supplies, and the Nord Stream-2 project would vio-
late those declared strategies. A letter signed by nine member state leaders of the EU was 
sent to the European Commission in March 2016. Denmark’s Parliament passed a law 
that could ban the routing of the pipeline through Denmark’s territorial waters on 
grounds of security or foreign policy. Sweden has also voiced concerns about the pipeline 
being routed through Swedish territorial waters. These issues are to be resolved by the 
European Commission. 

Dec.
21
2015

Turning the pages back...

Pastoral message of the Ukrainian 
Catholic hierarchy of the U.S.A. to our clergy, 
hieromonks and brothers, religious sisters, 
seminarians and beloved faithful.

Christ is Born!
The birth of Christ – the time when the 

Christian world becomes immersed, as if in 
a fairytale of its childhood: fancy sparkling 
garlands, glistening Christmas tree orna-
ments and the comfort of family festivities, 
with its familiar aroma of Holy Eve supper 
reminiscent of childhood and the excite-
ment of waiting for gifts as children. At this 
time, it even seems to adults that the mysti-
cal joy of Christmas, almost here and now, 
is leading them to the Promised Land of 
comfort and fulfillment of all dreams. We 
would venture to say that Christmas, some-
how in a mysterious, incomprehensible 
way, hands down to us the distant, gentle 
taste of Heaven. 

On a purely human level, Christmas, pos-
sibly as no other of our Christian feast days, 
manifests to us the essence of all our most 
profound aspirations, that is, to be part of a 
community, the community of a large fami-
ly, sitting at the festive table of Our 
Heavenly Father. 

Nevertheless, somehow we forget, or we 
possibly don’t want to remember, that in 
order to achieve the aim to which our 
entire inner being aspires, it is necessary 
we go all the way through. For we, as 
human beings, still find ourselves in the 
valley of tears and as our divine services 
say, the earthly “life – is but a shadow and a 
dream.” To walk along this road, along the 
road of achieving our destiny – is to follow 
Jesus Christ. It means to follow Him Who 
put aside His glory and entered the dark-
ness of this world, where the human being 
suffers, removed from the intimacy of God. 

Christ could have been born in a royal 
palace. He could have become a worldwide 
ruler who imposes his will on the passive 
masses of subjects, whom He forcibly pulls, 
each and every one, into the embrace of the 
Loving Father. However, how could God, 
who is Love, desire compulsory “love”? 
Could a Loving Father try to compel his 
children to love Him by force? 

This is the reason why Christ did not 
choose the path of power. He chose the 
path of Love, which is the only one that can 
overcome evil which reigns in this world. 
Love is the one and only thing that can 
prompt the human heart to respond with 
love. He chose the path of accomplishing 
the will of the Father in order to gather 

together into one all the scattered children 
of God (John 11, 52) through Sacrifice. His 
mission – redemption of humanity, restor-
ing the relationship of the human person 
with God, this – the Sacrifice, is a sacrifice 
from the very beginning to the very end.

The Sacrifice which began at that 
moment when the Son of God, the Second 
Person of God, set aside his Glory, Power, 
Grandeur and lowered Himself, assuming 
human nature, becoming one of those who 
suffer in the valley of banishment. His 
Sacrifice passed both through the cold cave, 
which served as a stable for flocks of sheep 
in the vicinity of Bethlehem – the town of 
his human ancestor, King David. It went 
through the simplest manger, where feed 
was left for the livestock, through the prick-
ly hay, through the rejection of the neigh-
bors. It continued through the flight into 
Egypt and simple years of childhood and 
youth in the forgotten Galilean town, 
which, it seems, had a bad reputation 
among the people. His Sacrifice undergoes 
the rejection of those to whom He was sent, 
who dishonored Him by their ridicule and 
cruelty all  the way to the Cross. 
Nonetheless, Christ fulfilled His mission 
and accomplished the will of the Heavenly 
Father. 

Each one of us is called to walk down His 
path, to continue His mission. However, this 
requires our understanding of the fact that 
we are members of His Body, that is, the 
Church. This demands of us an ever closer 
union with Him here on earth, a unity with 
Him in Love, in order to be able to unite 
ourselves with His Sacrifice, as participants 
in His mission. 

In Christmas, in a mysterious and 
incomprehensible manner, the beginning of 
His mission is joined together with our 
foretaste of Heaven. The beginning and end 
unite. Simultaneously, we have a call to 
come walk with Him on the way, and in 
doing so, we already have the power to 
experience in advance the foretaste of the 
joy of a completed journey. Thus Christmas 
is not only the joy of a family celebration, 
not just the shimmering heavenly lights, 
but a call directed to each one of us, a call to 
set out on a journey.

At the time of beginnings of the Chosen 
People, God said to our Forefather 
Abraham in Ur of Chaldea: come out of 
yourself. And this call is directed to each 
one of us: come out of yourself. Come out of 
your preoccupation with daily monotony; 
come out of your fears and limitations and 
come stand before the manger in which the 
mission of Christ begins. It is a mission 
which is not easy, but a necessary prerequi-
site for reaching the goal of our existence – 
to be with God for all eternity. 

Christ is Born!
+Stefan Soroka 

Archbishop of Philadelphia for Ukrainians 
Metropolitan of Ukrainian Catholics in the 

United States
+Paul Chomnycky, OSBM 

Eparch of Stamford
+Benedict Aleksiychuk (author) 

Eparch of St. Nicholas in Chicago
+ Bohdan J. Danylo  

Eparch of St. Josaphat in Parma
+John Bura 

Auxiliary Bishop of Philadelphia
+Andriy Rabiy 

Auxiliary Bishop of Philadelphia

Christmas 2017

Christmas is a call 
directed to each one of us

(Continued on page 7)

Time for Kyiv to get real

 CHRISTMAS PASTORAL LETTER

Detail of a Christmas card published by 
the Ukrainian National Association.
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The next edition of The Ukrainian Weekly will be a double issue dated 
December 24/December 31 that will be mailed to readers on December 22.

Following New Year’s Day, The Weekly’s subsequent issue will be dated 
January 7, 2018.

OUR NEXT ISSUE 

“The Internal Enemy” is the fitting title 
of a Helsinki Commission staff report on 
corruption in Ukraine. Recently, I joined 
Oksana Shulyar, deputy chief of mission, 
Embassy of Ukraine to the United States, 
Anders Aslund of the Atlantic Council and 
Brian Dooley of Human Rights First as a 
speaker at a Helsinki Commission briefing 
on this critically important topic (https://
www.csce.gov/international-impact/
events/ukraines-fight-against-corruption). 

For this month’s column, I share an 
abbreviated version of my remarks, touch-
ing upon corruption’s historical legacy, its 
corrosive impact, recent developments and 
the U.S. response.

 Ukraine was in many respects starting 
from scratch in 1991 when it regained its 
independence. The Soviet legacy was 
incredibly devastating – the deaths of many 
millions in the genocidal Holodomor and 
World War II, the attempts to eradicate 
Ukraine’s national identity, including 
through the destruction of the intelligentsia 
and Russification. Ukraine also suffered 
from international isolation. It was, for all 
practical purposes, a colony of Moscow. It 
had no experience with market economies 
or democratic practices, having been 
warped by 70 years of Soviet Communist 
rule (except pre-War Western Ukraine). 
And, lest we forget, corruption was far from 
unknown in the USSR. These realities com-
pounded the difficulty of the transition. 

So, newly independent Ukraine faced 
huge challenges – not only did it have to 
develop state institutions, but also build a 
nation and a market economy. In its preoc-
cupation with state- and nation-building, 
Ukraine did not devote sufficient attention 
to the need for economic reform, and this 
helped create the conditions for the kind of 
free-for-all corruption and the rise of the 
oligarchs that the report discusses. 

One cannot overstate the corrosive effect 
of corruption on independent Ukraine’s 
political system, the economy, society and 
national security, making it more vulnera-
ble to Russia. Corruption’s effect has 
ranged from weakening the moral fabric of 
society to discouraging badly needed for-
eign investment. The lack of transparency, 
accountability and rule of law has slowed 
its integration into the trans-Atlantic com-
munity. Despite the positive reforms in 
recent years, corruption remains Ukraine’s 
greatest internal enemy. 

Ukraine has done more on reforms in 
the last nearly four years than in the previ-
ous 22, including on anti-corruption. On 
the positive side, we have seen the estab-
lishment of an anti-corruption architecture, 
including, notably, NABU – the National 
Anti-corruption Bureau of Ukraine. There 
have been important legislative develop-
ments and key reform progress in the ener-
gy, banking, public procurement, privatiza-
tion, business, health care and police/law 
enforcement sectors, and even in the jus-
tice sector. As substantial as the progress is, 
there is much more that needs to be done.

This battle against corruption remains a 
dynamic process, although not always in a 
positive direction. Even within the last 
month we’ve seen movement in terms of 
reform legislation that could remove 
opportunities for corruption and other 
steps to hold individuals and institutions 
accountable. On the other hand, we have 
seen moves that, at a minimum, raise ques-

tions about the authorities’ commitment to 
combat corruption, and attempts to roll 
back the achievements – pushback from 
the vested interests. It’s a mixed picture. 
There are also valid concerns that it will get 
tougher to implement anti-corruption 
reforms as the 2019 elections approach.

What are some of the things that 
Ukraine needs to more successfully combat 
the scourge of corruption?

• Ukraine needs political leadership gen-
uinely committed to combating corruption: 
the political class has fallen dramatically 
short and has often been part of the prob-
lem and not part of the solution. It needs to 
display political will. It needs to set a good 
example. Even today, we see political lead-
ership that sometimes does the right thing 
but at other times falls back to old, bad hab-
its. Oligarchs still wield too much political 
influence. Among other things, civil society 
– the main impetus behind reforms - needs 
to be treated as an ally and a partner, and 
not as an adversary. 

• Ukraine needs greater accountability 
of institutions and individuals. There has to 
be more progress legislatively, and, crucial-
ly, that legislation must be implemented – 
something that has often been problematic. 
Genuinely independent institutions are 
critical, like NABU and an anti-corruption 
court. More bad actors, including senior 
officials, need to be brought to justice.

• Corruption isn’t just a high-level phe-
nomenon, it pervades society. A values-
based approach – the teaching of ethics and 
moral principles – is needed. Partners in 
this could be the educational system; reli-
gious institutions (according to polls, the 
Church is among the most respected insti-
tutions in Ukraine); political, cultural, intel-
lectual, sports figures, as well as NGOs and 
the media.

The U.S. has been a strong supporter of 
Ukraine’s independence and democratic 
aspirations – not only various administra-
tions, but also Congress, on a bipartisan 
basis – even prior to the re-establishment 
of Ukraine’s independence. 

Primarily through the State Department 
and the U.S. Agency for International 
Development, the U.S. has provided con-
crete anti-corruption assistance initiatives 
and programs that have intensified in the 
post-Maidan era. Our work here has helped 
to move the ball forward. We need to main-
tain and even bolster our assistance both to 
Ukrainian governmental institutions 
engaged in anti-corruption reform and to 
civil society, especially NGOs with expertise 
and understanding of the complicated 
issues surrounding Ukraine’s anti-corrup-
tion fight. And we need to stand with them 
and defend them when the authorities are 
taking unfair measures against them. Also, 
we need to keep working with our interna-
tional partners – the European Union, 
Canada, the International Monetary Fund 
and other international financial institu-
tions, and international organizations such 
as NATO and the Organization for Security 
and Cooperation in Europe – in engaging 
with Ukrainians on anti-corruption reforms. 

U.S. support, encouragement and, when 
necessary, political pressure, including call-
ing out the Ukrainian authorities, also has
its place – and not only by the administra-
tion and Congress, but also by Ukraine’s 

Th e internal enemy

(Continued on page 13)

Soboliev of the opposition Samopomich 
party, was ousted as head of the legisla-
ture’s Anti-Corruption Committee on 
December 7 by pro-presidential parties 
allied with the Opposition Bloc. 

Western backlash ensued in the interim, 
including from the United States, the 
European Union and lenders like the 
Washington-based International Monetary 
Fund and the World Bank. 

“It serves no purpose for Ukraine to fight 
for its body in Donbas if it loses its soul to 
corruption,” U.S. Secretary of State Rex 
Tillerson said in a statement on December 
4. “Anti-corruption institutions must be 
supported, resourced and defended.”

In turn, the EU’s delegation in Ukraine 
said in a Tweet on December 7 that the 
country “should strengthen and not weak-
en anti-corruption institutions.” As a result, 
Parliament removed the bill that would 
have enabled lawmakers to dismiss the 
heads of independent graft-fighting bodies 
from its agenda for next week.

Ukrainian Justice Minister Pavlo 
Petrenko said the country could expect to 
install an anti-corruption court – also an 
IMF pre-condition for receiving additional 
funds as part of a $17.5 billion economic 
recovery plan – in February 2018. 

Speaking to Reuters on December 12, the 
justice minister said the bill has “every 
chance” to pass in the first days of February, 
following the Verkhovna Rada’s winter break. 

“If this law is introduced with the princi-
ples of non-political, transparent and inde-
pendent recruitment of judges, there is a high 
probability that there will be a majority in the 
Parliament,” he noted, according to Reuters.

The nation’s judiciary is still viewed as a 
bottleneck for stamping out rent-seeking 
schemes, enabling so-called raider attacks 
on companies and letting corrupt officials 
elude conviction. 

Just last week, on December 5, Petro 
Melnyk, the former head of the state-run 
academy that trains future tax collectors, 
was acquitted of “causing 33 million hrv 
($4 million U.S.) worth of damage to the 
state” in 2013, the Interfax Ukraine news 
agency reported. 

It was his second acquittal on separate 
corruption charges since 2015 when the 
post-Euro-Maidan leadership already ran 
the country. The Kharkiv Human Rights 
Protection Group called the two acquittals 
“eyebrow-raising” in a December 12 state-
ment. 

From Georgian president 
to alleged Russian proxy

Mr. Saakashvili, the former two-term 
president of Georgia who oversaw the 
country’s rapid transformation from a 

graft-ridden post-Soviet republic, was 
detained late on December 8 on suspicion 
of taking money from a Russia-based exiled 
Ukrainian businessman closely tied to Mr. 
Yanukovych’s inner circle. 

One of the three accusations leveled 
against Mr. Saakashvili includes an attempt 
to overthrow the current government. 

Both the now stateless Ms. Saakashvili 
and the businessman, Serhiy Kurchenko, 
who allegedly resides in Moscow, denied 
the allegations through separate Ukrainian 
media outlets. 

Upon being freed on December 11 by a 
Kyiv district court that denied prosecutors’ 
request for house arrest, Mr. Saakashvili 
said he plans “to consolidate with other 
political forces,” as Bloomberg reported. 
“We don’t need coups. We need to press the 
authorities so they adopt all the necessary 
laws. And we need to get ready for a consti-
tutional, calm, important and necessary 
change of power in Ukraine.”

The two suspects denied knowing each 
other. Mr. Kurchenko spoke to Strana.ua, a 
Ukrainian online news portal, while Mr. 
Saakashvili has repeatedly rejected the alle-
gations to reporters during his courtroom 
appearance and afterwards. 

Prosecutor General Yuri Lutsenko 
released purported evidence of collusion 
between the native Georgian and alleged 
Russia-based interlocutors during a brief-
ing in Kyiv on December 5. 

During the briefing, the chief prosecutor 
played audio recordings from October of Mr. 
Saakashvili allegedly talking to Mr. 
Kurchenko to set up transfers of funds 
between their respective middlemen. Much 
of the 30-minute recording was between the 
alleged point men, who discussed a sum of 
$300,000 for holding anti-government pro-
tests. 

Along with grabbing power, Mr. 
Saakashvili was to also “renew control over 
assets” that Mr. Yanukovych and his cronies 
“had criminally acquired in Ukraine,” Mr. 
Lutsenko said, adding that the exiled com-
patriots were controlled by Russia’s spy 
agency – the Federal Security Service. 

Ambiguity currently prevails regarding 
Mr. Poroshenko’s administration as his re-
election campaign starts next year, along 
with jockeying for seats in the Verkhovna 
Rada. Both the presidential and parliamen-
tary elections are scheduled for 2019.

“But a pervasive view which came across 
on this trip [to Ukraine] was real uncertain-
ty now [about] where Ukraine is going, and 
real nervousness as to whether the pace 
and direction of reform will be maintained,” 
London-based strategist Mr. Ash wrote. 
“Have the old oligarchic elites totally re-
imposed their control/authority, and is the 
current situation in Ukraine all that differ-
ent from the period 2011-2013 in the lead-
up to the Euro-Maidan? And I think there is 
a real fear of a populist backlash.”

(Continued from page 1)

Poroshenko faces...

On December 13 of this year, Presidents 
Petro Poroshenko of Ukraine and Andrzej 
Duda of Poland announced in Kharkiv that 
they had a “common position with regard 
to the Nord Stream-2” project. “This is a 
threat not only to the energy security of 
Ukraine or Poland but to the energy securi-
ty of the whole of Europe. This is a political 
project,” Mr. Poroshenko said. 

U.S. Deputy Assistant Secretary of State 
John McCarrick told European journalists 
in Brussels in November that U.S. officials 
“don’t see the possibility that Nord 
Stream-2 can be built.” The U.S. has 
imposed sanctions against European com-
panies involved with the Nord Stream-2 
project and other Russian energy projects 
in Europe.

Source: “Russia on cancelling Nord 
Stream,” by RFE/RL (with reporting by 
Reuters, Interfax and TASS), The Ukrainian 
Weekly, December 27, 2015-January 3, 2016.

(Continued from page 6)

Turning...
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Holodomor commemorated on Parliament Hill
UCC

OTTAWA – On November 20, the Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress, the Canada-Ukraine Parliamentary Friendship 
Group and the Embassy of Ukraine in Canada held a well-
attended, solemn commemoration in Canada’s Parliament 
to mark the 84th anniversary of the genocidal Holodomor.

In 1932-1933, the totalitarian Soviet regime of dictator 
Joseph Stalin sentenced the Ukrainian nation to death by 
starvation. Millions of children, women and men were con-
demned to death because of the Ukrainian people’s aspira-
tion for independence, and their desire to speak their lan-
guage and maintain their culture and traditions.

The UCC welcomed Holodomor survivors Dr. Julia 
Woychyshyn and Halyna Zelem, who lit the ceremonial 
candle at the beginning of the ceremony on Parliament Hill.

The master of ceremonies of the commemoration was 
Member of Parliament Borys Wrzesnewskyj, chair of the 
Canada-Ukraine Parliamentary Friendship Group. The Rev. 
Andrew Onuferko led the opening prayer.

Harjit S. Sajjan, Minister of National Defense; Andrew 
Scheer, leader of Her Majesty’s Loyal Opposition, and Guy 
Caron, parliamentary leader of the New Democratic Party, 
delivered remarks.

Andriy Shevchenko, ambassador of Ukraine to Canada, 
delivered moving remarks on behalf of the government of 
Ukraine, and Cassian Soltykevych, UCC executive commit-
tee member, spoke on behalf of the UCC and National 
President Paul Grod.

Bohdan Onyschuk, chair of the Holodomor National 
Awareness Tour, spoke about the work of the tour and the 
mobile classroom, and presented a trailer of a new docu-
mentary film, “Hunger for Truth: The Rhea Clyman Story.” 
The film tells the story of Rhea Clyman, a Canadian journal-

ist who witnessed the Holodomor and was one of the first 
journalists who reported on the genocide.

The choir of Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church led the singing of “Eternal 
Memory” and the Rev. Ihor Okhrimtchouk led the assem-
bled guests in the closing prayer.

“On behalf of the UCC, I would like to express sincere 
gratitude to Minister Sajjan, Mr. Scheer, Mr. Caron, Mr. 
Wrzesnewskyj and Ambassador Shevchenko for their 
heartfelt and poignant words honoring the memory of the 
victims of the Holodomor,” said UCC CEO Ihor 

Michalchyshyn. “We thank the many MPs, senators, repre-
sentatives of diplomatic missions and members of the 
Ottawa community who attended the Holodomor com-
memoration ceremony at the Parliament of Canada.”

Earlier in the day, Members of Parliament and guests to 
Parliament Hill had the opportunity to visit the Holodomor 
National Awareness Tour Mobile Classroom, which has 
been travelling across Canada to provide students with an 
innovative learning experience about social justice, human 
rights and democratic values in relation to the genocide by 
famine that killed millions of Ukrainians. 

At the solemn commemoration of the Holodomor on Parliament Hill, members of Parliament and Ukraine’s 
ambassador to Canada with Holodomor survivors Dr. Julia Woychyshyn and Halyna Zelem.

UCC

UCCLA

OTTAWA – Furthering its mandate to 
educate the public about the genocidal Great 
Famine of 1932-1933 in Soviet Ukraine, 
known as the Holodomor, the Ukrainian 
Canadian Civil Liberties Association 
(UCCLA), working with the Free People 
movement in Ukraine, unveiled four bilin-
gual billboards in Kyiv, reminding passers-
by to ask themselves who perished, why 
and who was responsible.

Commenting on this initiative the 
UCCLA’s chairman, Roman Zakaluzny, said: 
“The fourth Saturday of November is set 
aside in Ukraine and internationally as an 
annual day for remembering the many mil-
lions of Ukrainians starved to death during 
the Holodomor, in what was arguably one of 
the greatest genocides to befoul 20th centu-
ry European history. We are particularly 
keen to demonstrate to the people of 
Ukraine how we have not forgotten who 
was responsible for this genocide. Nor do 
we forget that the perpetrators, their 
enablers and fellow travelers have not, and 
perhaps never will be, fully exposed and 

punished for what they did. Even so through 
our efforts we hallow the millions of victims 
and remind the living of why they must 
remain vigilant in defense of Ukraine.”

by Lidia M. Wasylyn

EDMONTON, Alberta – Edmonton’s 
Ukrainian community joined communities 
around the world to commemorate the 
85th anniversary of the Holodomor with a 
solemn ceremony at City Hall. Attended by 
hundreds, the November 25 event also 
drew a large number of dignitaries.

Orysia Boychuk, president of the 
Ukrainian Canadian Congress Edmonton 
Branch, opened the commemoration and 
acknowledged everyone for demonstrating 
their support for Holodomor remem-
brance. Briefly recounting the events of the 
Holodomor, she reiterated why it is impor-
tant to remember not only the victims of 
the Famine-Genocide but also the reasons 
and consequences of this horrific event in 
Ukraine’s history. 

The commemoration began with a 
panakhyda conducted by nearly 20 mem-
bers of Edmonton’s Ukrainian clergy, 
including Bishop Ilarion of Edmonton and 
the Western Eparchy of the Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church of Canada; and Bishop 
David Motiuk of the Ukrainian Catholic 
Eparchy of Edmonton. The choir of St. 
Josaphat Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral 
under the direction of Dr. Melanie Turgeon 
sang the responses.

Master of ceremonies Yaroslav Broda 
introduced a lengthy list of dignitaries, 
including representatives from all three lev-
els of government and Holodomor survivors.

Representing the federal government 
were Amarjeet Sohi, member of Parliament 
(MP) for Edmonton-Mill Woods and minis-
ter of infrastructure and communities, and 
Randy Boissonnault, MP for Edmonton 
Center. On behalf of Prime Minister 
Trudeau, they noted the importance of 
remembering the Holodomor. Also attend-
ing were MPs Linda Duncan of Edmonton 
Strathcona, Kelly McCauley of Edmonton 
West, Michael Cooper of St. Alberta and 
Dane Lloyd of Sturgeon River-Parkland. 

On behalf of the government of Alberta 

and Premier Rachel Notley, present were 
Deron Bilous, member of the Legislative 
Assembly (MLA) for Edmonton-Beverly-
Clareview and minister for trade and eco-
nomic development, along with Jessica 
Littlewood, MLA for Fort Saskatchewan-
Vegreville. 

Minister Bilous, who is proud of his own 
Ukrainian heritage, spoke eloquently about 
the significance of the Holodomor. He noted 
that since 2008, the Alberta government 
has proclaimed the fourth Saturday in 
November as a memorial day for the 
Holodomor. 

Mayor Don Iveson noted, “in Edmonton, 
one in five people can claim at least some 
Ukrainian ancestry. But it is important for 
people of all nationalities to remember 
events like this. Human beings, under the 
wrong circumstances, are capable of 
extraordinary evil. But for our vigilance, 
evil can resurface at any time.” 

He recalled how at last year’s commem-
oration, an intruder had barged in shouting 
“Nazi lies, Nazi lies” in response to the 
Holodomor. Mayor Iveson stated he per-
sonally was extremely angered by the hate-
ful intrusion, but was deeply impressed by 
the dignity and calm with which all present 
reacted while the intruder was escorted 
out. He used this as an example of why we 
need to remain vigilant so that people with 
a misinformed notion of history cannot 
continue to perpetuate Soviet lies. Mr. 
Iveson particularly noted the importance of 
having children and youths present so that 
they can learn the importance of remem-
bering historic crimes such as the 
Holodomor. 

Also representing the city of Edmonton 
were Councilors Andrew Knack and Jon 
Dziadyk.

Representing the Edmonton Catholic 
School Board were Chairman Terry Harris, 
Vice-Chair Sandra Palazzo and trustees 
Alene Mutala and Lisa Turchansky. Also 
present was Boris Radyo, assistant superin-

UCCLA helps to raise awareness
of the Holodomor in Ukraine

Edmonton community remembers the Holodomor

A Holodomor-Genocide billboard on the 
Heavenly Hundred Alley in Kyiv.

UCCLA

(Continued on page 9)

The diplomatic mission noted that for 
the first time at the legislative level it is pro-
posed to provide Ukraine with the follow-
ing defensive means: air and coastal 
defense radars, naval mine and counter-
mine capabilities, and littoral and coastal 
defense craft.

*  *  *
Sen. Rob Portman (R-Ohio), a member of 

the Senate Foreign Relations Committee and 
founder and co-chair of the Senate Ukraine 
Caucus, said his amendment boosting secu-
rity assistance for Ukraine was part of the 

law signed by President Trump. As amend-
ed by Sen. Portman’s provisions, which he 
introduced with Sen. Richard Blumenthal 
(D-Conn.), the 2018 NDAA authorizes $350 
million in security assistance, including 
lethal and non-lethal equipment, training, 
and technical assistance. 

The amendment also conditions U.S. aid 
on progress towards key reforms including 
instituting civilian control of the military, 
cooperation and coordination with 
Ukrainian parliamentary efforts to exercise 
oversight of the Ministry of Defense and 
military forces, and improvements in sus-
tainment capabilities, inventory manage-
ment and security of sensitive foreign tech-
nologies. 

(Continued from page 1)

Defense budget...
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Ukrainian Technological Society presents Ukrainian of the Year Award to Natalie Jaresko
by Roksana Korchynsky  
and Nickolas C. Kotow

PITTSBURGH – The Ukrainian Technological Society of 
Pittsburgh held its 47th annual dinner-dance on Saturday, 
November 4, at The Club at Nevillewood in Pittsburgh and 
presented its 2017 Ukrainian of the Year Award to Natalie 
Ann Jaresko. 

The society’s Ukrainian of the Year Award recognizes 
individuals of local, national and international stature who 
have contributed to the Ukrainian community or Ukrainian 
scholarship, or who have demonstrated significant 
achievement, which brings recognition and prestige to the 
Ukrainian community. 

Ms. Jaresko was honored for her 25 plus years of suc-
cessful management experience in government and busi-
ness, and for perpetuating Ukrainian religious culture by 
her service to the Ukrainian Orthodox League.

Prior to the evening’s ceremonies, Ms. Jaresko and her 
family had a chance to visit the students and teachers at 
the School of Ukrainian Studies of Pittsburgh at Holy 
Trinity Ukrainian Catholic Church in Carnegie, Pa., where 
they were welcomed by Principal Olexandra Korenovska. 
Ms. Jaresko viewed the students’ lessons, and explained to 
them, in both Ukrainian and English, what she did as the 
minister of finance of Ukraine in Ukraine. 

The Jaresko family was then welcomed by the Very Rev. 
Stephen Repa at Ss. Peter and Paul Ukrainian Orthodox 
Church, also in Carnegie, where they talked to the kitchen 
workers, viewed the museum’s hundreds of photographs 
and documents on the history of the second oldest 
Ukrainian church in the Pittsburgh area, and visited the 
church sanctuary, where the Rev. Repa explained the many 
icons beautifying the church, many of which had been cre-
ated by local iconographer Michael Kapeluck.

In his nominating address at the presentation ceremony, 
George Honchar, President of the UTS executive board, 
detailed Ms. Jaresko’s impressive biography. Born in a sub-
urb of Chicago to immigrant parents, Ms. Jaresko was deeply 
involved in her Ukrainian culture and religious life through-
out her childhood. After earning a bachelor of science 
degree in accounting from DePaul University in 1987 and a 
master’s degree in public policy from the John F. Kennedy 
School of Government at Harvard University in 1989, Ms. 
Jaresko began her career in public service, holding various 
positions at the State Department in Washington. She then 
served as chief of the Economic Section of the U.S. Embassy 
in Ukraine, where she was responsible for building a new 

economic relationship between the United States and the 
newly independent Ukraine. 

Ms. Jaresko went on to co-found and serve as chief exec-
utive officer of Horizon Capital, a successful investment 
firm with many investments in Ukraine. In 2014-2016, Ms. 
Jaresko served as Ukraine’s minister of finance at one of 
the most critical times in the country’s history. Her actions 
in this capacity resulted in stabilization of the domestic 
currency, growth in banking system deposits, sharply 
reduced inflation and growth in industrial production. 
Currently, Ms. Jaresko is serving in the critically important 
position of executive director of the Financial Oversight 
and Management Board for Puerto Rico to put Puerto Rico 
back on a path to fiscal stability. Her job has become even 
more important after the recent devastation of Puerto Rico 
by hurricanes Irma and Maria.

Upon accepting the award, Ms. Jaresko reflected on her 
experiences as the child of Ukrainian immigrant parents. 
She noted that her parents fled war, homelessness, famine 
and lack of religious freedom to come to the United States. 
Here, she said, they found shelter, safety, and freedom. She 
recalled being inspired by reading about the leaders of 
these two great nations: Ivan Mazepa and Symon Petliura 
from Ukraine and Abraham Lincoln and Franklin D. 
Roosevelt from the United States, and found that the com-

mon thread in the histories of these individuals was their 
public service to their nations. Thus, she said, began her 
desire to serve and to give back to the two countries that 
had given her so much. 

Throughout her long career in public service and in the 
private sector, Ms. Jaresko endeavored to promote oppor-
tunity, prosperity and economic freedom. She asked every-
one to consider how they could best serve Ukraine and was 
confident that each individual could contribute in some 
way to the challenges facing Ukraine today. 

Following Ms. Jaresko’s remarks, Mr. Honchar invited all 
present to join in a celebratory “Mnohaya Lita.”

The Rev. Repa of Ss. Peter and Paul Ukrainian Orthodox 
Church of Carnegie gave the invocation. The Rev. Jason 
Charron of Holy Trinity Ukrainian Catholic Church of 
Carnegie gave the benediction. Music for the evening was 
provided by Orkestra Zabava.

The beautifully designed award honoring Ms. Jaresko 
was created by Pittsburgh graphic artist Kathy Boykowycz.

To learn more about the Ukrainian Technological 
Society of Pittsburgh, the Ukrainian of the Year and 
Friendship Awards, the UTS annual scholarship program, 
and other UTS activities, readers may visit the UTS website 
at www.utspgh.org, send an e-mail to utspgh@gmail.com, 
or follow UTS on Facebook.

At the Ukrainian Technological Society’s 47th annual dinner-dance (from left) are: Eugene Szestak, Mary Anne 
Szestak, Halyna Mykhailiv-Ciarallo, honoree Natalie A. Jaresko, George Honchar, Bonnie Reinhart, Nickolas C. 

Kotow and Judith Moses.

Roksana Korchynsky

tendent for educational planning. It is note-
worthy that, along with colleagues and 
members of Edmonton’s Ukrainian com-
munity, Mr. Radyo was instrumental to the 
introduction of the study of the Holodomor 
into the social studies curriculum in 
Edmonton Catholic schools for grades kin-
dergarten through high school.

The participation of children and teens 
has become a hallmark of Edmonton’s 
annual Holodomor commemoration. As in 
past years, members of the Ukrainian Youth 
Association, Plast Ukrainian Scouting 
Organization and the Ukrainian Orthodox 
Youth of Canada, along with children from 
the Ukrainian Saturday school Ridna 
Shkola and the Ivan Franko School of 
Ukrainian Studies attended and with their 
presence created the backdrop for the com-
memoration. 

Five days earlier, on November 21, the 
Alberta Legislature marked Holodomor 
Remembrance Day at which Premier Rachel 
Notley stated: “Eighty-five years later, the 
deliberate destruction of families, learning 
and culture continues to be felt with pro-
found sadness and loss.” Premier Notley 
explained, “By honoring the memory of 
those who suffered and died in Ukraine, we 
reaffirm our vigilance against all racism, vio-
lence, hatred and persecution.” 

Edmonton’s Ukrainian community is for-
tunate to have 13 known Holodomor survi-
vors remaining amongst its members. 

Sadly, however, only two, Natalka 
Talanchuk and Leonid Korownyk, were 
able to attend the commemoration. 
Through poetry, Mr. Korownyk kept the 
memory of the Holodomor alive. For many 
years, he has written about his experience 
as a child-survivor. Each poem is a power-
ful, poignant tribute to the memory of 
Holodomor victims. As in past years, he 
passionately delivered his poem, deeply 
touching his listeners.

The master of ceremonies, Mr. Broda 
recounted that “In the 18th century, French 
philosopher Voltaire wrote, ‘L’Ukraine a tou-

jours aspire a etre libre’ – Ukraine has 
always aspired to be free. Because of this 
aspiration, Stalin saw fit to crush a people. 
The painful irony is that the breadbasket of 
Europe, a country with two growing sea-
sons and soil so fertile that it was removed 
as spoils of war during World War II, was 
starved to death. Be it tsars in St. Petersburg 
or Bolsheviks in Moscow, a self-determined 
Ukrainian people posed an existential threat 
to the imperial project, therefore it was 
decided: Ukrainian grain was essential; the 
Ukrainian, however, was not.”

The keynote speaker was Dr. Serge 

Cipko, assistant director (research) at the 
Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Studies, 
University of Alberta. He is author or co-
author of several volumes dealing with 
diaspora studies. His most recent book 
“Starving Ukraine: The Holodomor and 
Canada’s Response” was published in 
October. 

In his remarks, Dr. Cipko discussed his 
analysis of newspapers, political speeches, 
personal letters and political activism 
among Canada’s Ukrainian community dur-
ing the Holodomor and Canada’s response 
to it. He highlighted the desperate efforts of 
the community to bring attention to the 
starvation happening in Ukraine and to 
lobby for Canadian government support.

The children from the School of 
Ukrainian Studies at St. George Parish hon-
ored the Holodomor victims with song 
under the direction of teacher Anna Krupa 
and Principal Olia Myc, accompanied on 
piano by Lilea Wolanska. A final musical 
tribute was offered by violinist Daria 
Podilska, accompanied by pianist Paul 
Horpyniuk, in performing the very moving 
song “Svicha.”

As is the tradition in Edmonton, all pres-
ent proceeded to the Holodomor Monument 
in front of City Hall for a final prayer and 
wreath-laying. Children and teens placed 
red carnations on the monument, while oth-
ers placed small bundles of wheat. The mon-
ument was designed by internationally 
renowned artist Ludmilla Temertey, herself 
a child of Holodomor survivors. It was the 
first public monument erected to honor the 
silent victims of the Holodomor.

(Continued from page 8)

Edmonton...

The panakhyda during the Holodomor commemoration.
Marko Kopinec
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Ordination of permanent deacon is historic event in Miami parish
by Father Andrii Romankiv

MIAMI – For the first time in the 70-year 
history of Assumption of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary Ukrainian Catholic Church in Miami, a 
member of this parish was consecrated as a 
permanent deacon in the Ukrainian 
Catholic faith. On October 15, Bishop 
Bohdan Danylo of the Eparchy of Parma, 
Ohio, came to Miami to ordain Paul Galadza. 

For more than 40 years Deacon Paul has 
been a pillar of this parish. He has offered 
his gifts and talents in many ways to benefit 
the church community. In his Christian 
example of giving, he has earned the 
respect and love of this parish. Having com-
pleted the educational Deacon’s Program 
from the Eparchy of Parma, and now 
ordained as permanent deacon, he will 
now be able to enrich the liturgical celebra-
tions of this parish.

This parish historical event began with а 
solemn processional into the church with 
Bishop Bohdan, officiating priests and the 
pastor, Father Andrii Romankiv. After greet-

ing Bishop Bohdan with the traditional 
bread and salt, the youngest parishioners, 
attired in Ukrainian dress, welcomed him 
with poems. Next came greetings from the 

Parish Advisory Committee members Ivan 
Kocur and Oksana Piaseckyj, as well as 
from Father Andrii. Among the honored 
clergy were Msgr. Martin Canavan and 

Deacon Paul’s two brothers, Father Roman 
Galadza and Father Peter Galadza, Ph.D.

The deacon blessing ceremony occurred 
during the hierarchal liturgy. In his homily 
Bishop Bohdan reminded the faithful of the 
connection of being called to serve God 
through one’s participation in a living 
vibrant parish. That Deacon Paul’s ordina-
tion came in this year, which has been dedi-
cated to “Deacon Service – Serving One’s 
Neighbor” in the strategic program of the 
Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church 2020 
called “The Vibrant Parish – A Place to 
Encounter the Living Christ,” was especially 
significant.

The celebration continued in a warm 
familial atmosphere in the parish hall. 
During the festive dinner, clergy, members 
of the parish, family members and guests 
warmly greeted Deacon Paul and his wife, 
Valerie. Their four children, six grandchil-
dren and extended families were beaming 
with love and pride. Bishop Bohdan per-
sonally greeted parishioners and extended 
his blessings.

by Irka Sawchyn-Doll

KERHONKSON, N.Y. – Members of the senior Plast soror-
ity Spartanky met for their annual retreat and conference 
on September 29-3 at the Soyuzivka Heritage Center in 
Kerhonkson, N.Y. 

Thirty-nine members from the tri-state and 
Philadelphia areas reunited at the annual conference to 
refresh their commitment to Plast Ukrainian Scouting 
Organization, review the sorority members’ accomplish-
ments of the past year, and plan another year of actively 
supporting the goals of the parent Plast organization. 

The attendees were fortunate to enjoy delightfully warm 
fall weather and participated in several of the Autumn Wild 
Mushroom Retreat activities, including a yoga class on 
Friday night. 

The conference officially began on Friday night with a 
sumptuous multi-course dinner created by chef Andrey 

COMMUNITY CHRONICLE

JERSEY CITY, N.J. – The Jersey City branch of the Ukrainian American Youth 
Association (UAYA) held its annual meeting October 29 at the Ukrainian National Home. 
The meeting was called to order by Zoryana Kovbasniuk, branch president. The Jersey 
City UAYA has a succession policy whereby experienced counselors prepare young adult 
members to assume leadership roles in the branch. Thus, Myroslava Hreb was elected 
as treasurer; Andrij Demianicz as vice-president, David Demianicz as branch “bulavnyi,” 
Jessica Demianicz as senior counselor, and Roman Kovbasniuk as sports director. UAYA 
senior counselors Oksana Bartkiv, Olena Halkowycz, Theresa Blazejowska and Ms. 
Kovbasniuk are always available to help and advise. Also key is the parents committee, 
whose members always encourage the young members to do their best. Seen above are 
participants of the Jersey City UAYA branch’s annual meeting.

– Zenko Halkowycz

Jersey City UAYA holds annual meeting

HARTFORD, Conn. – During a warm autumn evening on Tuesday, October 10, mem-
bers of the Ukrainian American Youth Association (UAYA) of Hartford, Conn., gathered 
together to pose beside their Ukrainian scarecrow display. Afterwards, the youths, 
along with parents and counselors, toured the many different scarecrows featured 
along Main Street in Old Wethersfield, Conn. 

– Iryna Bobriwnyk 

Ukrainian American Youth Association 
branch in Hartford celebrates harvest

Bishop Danylo is greeted as he enters Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
Ukrainian Catholic Church in Miami. 

Zoriana Romankiv

Spartanky Sorority at their conference at Soyuzivka Heritage Center. 
Alexa Czartorysky

Spartanky Plast sorority meets at annual conference

(Continued on page 12)
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by George G. Kuritza

ITASCA, Ill. – Golfers from across the 
United States gathered on a picture-perfect 
cloudless Indian Summer morning on 
Saturday, September 9, for the annual Plast-
Chicago Open Charity Golf Outing, held at 
the Eaglewood Resort in Itasca, Ill. 

For 19 consecutive years, participants 
have been coming from all corners of the 
U.S., including: California, Colorado, Illinois, 
Wisconsin, Michigan, Ohio, New York, New 
Jersey, Massachusetts, Florida and 
Washington, D.C., to take part in this very 
popular and well-attended charity golf 
tournament, hosted by the Chicago-based 
Pobratymy fraternity. 

Using a team scramble format to engage 
the 57 men and women golfers, this outing 
provided an opportunity for participants to 
enjoy friendly competition and great cama-
raderie surrounded by beautiful natural 
surroundings. 

Coinciding with the first day of the tradi-
tional German Oktoberfest celebration, the 
fun continued with the customary post-golf 
reception, banquet and festivities held at 
the festival grounds of the nearby St. 
Andrew Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral in 
Bloomingdale, Ill., with the traditional 
Oktoberfest gemütlichkeit and dinner, bev-
erages and music. Afterwards, the award 

winners were announced and a raffle of 
donated articles held. 

The men’s tournament was won by 
Evhen Andrus, Mykola Sidelnik, Walter 
Kosogoff and Marko Kochno. The women’s 
tournament was won by Katrusia Saldan, 
Areta Kuritza and Lida Stankevych. 

The men’s and women’s longest drive 
competitions were won by Dennis Hartigan 
and Katrusia Saldan, while the closest to 

the pin contest by Wasyl “Orca” Mirutenko. 
The putting contest was an exciting playoff 
when two individuals – Daniel Hryhorczuk 
and Nestor Popowych – tied. Winning the 
50/50 Charity Raffle was Lida Stankevych.

As usual, proceeds from this year’s event 
will provide continued financial support for 
Plast and The Pobratymy Foundation, a not–
for–profit 501(c)(3) tax-exempt corporation, 
established in 1992, by members of the Plast 
Pobratymy fraternity. Over the past 25 years, 
the foundation has contributed over 
$145,000 to further the principles of Plast 
and Ukrainian scouting to Plast chapters in 
United States, Canada and Ukraine. 

The Pobratymy Foundation and the 
tournament’s organizer expressed enor-
mous gratitude to all the wonderful volun-
teers and sponsors for their support, gen-

erosity and commitment, as they are the 
life-blood of the annual charity event. 
Acknowledged were: Ms. Kuritza, Andres 
Durbak, Andrij Ripeckyj, Ihor Hrynewycz, 
John Jaresko and the staff at St. Andrew 
Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral, as well as 
the Selfreliance Foundation of the 
Selfreliance Ukrainian American Federal 
Credit Union. 

The 20th anniversary Plast-Chicago Golf 
Outing will be held on Saturday September 
8, 2018, at the Renwood Golf Course, fol-
lowed by the dinner, awards banquet and 
festivities at the Ukrainian Youth Camping 
Organization’s (UYCO) “Oselia” camp-
ground in Round Lake Park, Ill. All previous 
participants from across the United States 
and Canada are cordially invited to join in 
celebrating this upcoming jubilee event.

Walter Bratkiv, President 
        - REM Builders
Dr. Bohdan and Roxana Charkewycz
Michael Charysh, 
        Charysh & Schroeder, Ltd.
Andrij and Dawn Chychula
Dr. George and Christine Demidowich
George and Bohdanna Domino
Andres and Motria Durbak
Dynamic Electronics, Inc. 
        – Myron Stasiuk
Borys Hayda
Levko and Halyna Holubec
Dr. Maria Hrycelak, 
         Park Ridge Pediatrics
Drs. Daniel and Christine Hryhorczuk
Andrew Kolomayets and Family

Pobratymy Foundation, founded by the Plast Pobratymy Fraternity 
in 1992, is a 501 (c)(3) tax-exempt corporation, which supports the 
ongoing activities of Plast-Ukrainian Scouting Organization and other 
similar tax-exempt organizations.

PATRONS 2017
The Pobratymy Foundation would like to express enormous 
gratitude to all of our wonderful individual and corporate 
sponsors and volunteers for their support, generosity, and 
commitment to the 19th Annual Plast-Chicago Open Golf 
Outing on Saturday September 9th, 2017.

Dr. George and Areta Kuritza, 
        Edgebrook Radiology
George Lytwynyshyn
Wasyl Mirutenko, Metro Security 
        - President
Dr. Roman and Mary Mycyk
Nestor and Olya Popowych
Dr. Andrew and Ruta Ripecky
Dr. Roman and Katrusia Saldan
Selfreliance Ukrainian American 
        FCU Foundation
Oleh and Luba Skubiak
Irka Tkaczuk and the 
        Atlantic Golf Club
Dr. Roman and Marichka Tkaczuk, 
        North Avenue Animal Hospital
Ukrainian Catholic Educational 
        Foundation (UCEF) – Joe Solimini

by Ihor Hrynewycz

BARABOO, Wis. – Members of the 
Pobratymy senior scout fraternity of Plast 
Ukrainian Scouting Organization gathered 
on the weekend of September 29-30 at the 
Ukrainian American Youth Association 
Beskyd campground near Baraboo, Wis., 
for their 51st annual meeting (“rada”).

The weekend gathering began on Friday 
with pre-rada activities of canoeing down the 
Wisconsin River and golfing at a nearby coun-
try club. The weather was perfect as nature 
put on a show with a multitude of bald eagles 
nesting along the river and flying overhead.

On Friday evening, while dining on veni-
son burgers on the “veranda,” prepared by 
the fraternity’s anointed master chef Andy 
“Shnitz” Wyshnytzky, Pobratymy shared 
updates on family and professional life of 
the past year and rekindled friendships 
cemented over the course of many years. 
Late Saturday afternoon, after the official 
business of rada ended, many headed to 
Devil’s Head State Park for a hike in one of 
Wisconsin’s wonders of nature.

During this year’s meeting, numerous 

local and world Plast issues were dis-
cussed, last year’s work was reviewed, and 
plans were set for the coming year. In addi-
tion to such serious business, Saturday eve-
ning culminated with a campfire and cele-
bration of Pobratymy traditions and songs 
reminiscent of Plast camping experiences 
coast to coast, as well as internationally.

The Rada also included the annual meet-
ing of the Pobratymy Foundation Inc., a 
not-for-profit 501 (c) (3) charitable foun-
dation, set up to support Plast and scouting 
activities. A planning committee was creat-
ed to start work on the 20th anniversary 
Plast-Chicago Golf Outing. Since its incep-
tion in 1992, the foundation has donated 
approximately $145,000 to support scout-
ing activities worldwide.

Members of Pobratymy are active in 
Plast and Ukrainian community organiza-
tions in Chicago, Toronto, Philadelphia, 
Cleveland, Denver and New Jersey. For over 
50 years, the Pobratymy have assisted in 
preparing Ukrainian youths for life. 
Readers are invited to check the Facebook 
page “Pobratymy-Побратими” and visit 
the webpage www.pobratymy.org.

Pobratymy Plast fraternity 
gathers at 51st annual meeting

Participants of the 2017 Plast Chicago Open Charity Golf Outing.
Ihor Hrynewycz

The Pobratymy senior fraternity of Plast Ukrainian Scouting Organization at their 
annual meeting.

Ihor Hrynewycz

Plast Chicago holds 19th annual charity golf outing
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that the government is trying to torpedo 
anticorruption efforts.” Over more than 2.5 
years of the activity of anti-corruption bod-
ies, everyone, including the leadership of 
these bodies, stated that there had never 
been an interference in the activities of 
these bodies on the part of the president,” 
Mr. Poroshenko said in Vilnius, according to 
a transcript posted on his website. He was 
speaking a day after activists and reformist 
lawmakers managed to derail parliamenta-
ry consideration of a bill – authored by law-
makers from Mr. Poroshenko’s party and 
that of former Prime Minister Arseniy 
Yatsenyuk – that would see the head of the 
National Anti-Corruption Bureau of Ukraine 
(NABU) removed. The International 
Monetary Fund, the World Bank and United 
States voiced concerned about Ukraine’s 
willingness to tackle graft. Mr. Poroshenko 

said in Vilnius on December 8 that he 
would “not allow any threats of political 
interference in the activities of anti-corrup-
tion institutions.” (RFE/RL, with reporting 
by Reuters)

U.S. on International Human Rights Day

Secretary of State Rex W. Tillerson on 
December 10 released a statement on 
International Human Rights Day, noting 
that, “Sixty-nine years ago today, in the 
aftermath of World War II, the U.N. General 
Assembly adopted the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights to recognize 
and elevate the inherent dignity and equal 
and inalienable rights of all individuals, and 
that these rights are the foundation of free-
dom, justice, and peace in the world.” He 
went on to note: “For those who are caught 
in or displaced by internal unrest, or who 
are fighting against repressive governments 
and being exploited for the profit of others, 
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
is a beacon of hope. Standing up for human 

rights and democracy is a foreign policy pri-
ority that represents the best traditions of 
our country. In commemoration of 
International Human Rights Day, we renew 
our commitment to our core democratic 
values and to advocating for the human 
rights, freedom and dignity of all people. 
The United States urges all nations to 
respect their commitments enshrined in the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights and 
apply them equally to all. The world is safer 
when every person can live up to his or her 
full potential, and every nation is free from 
tyranny.” (U.S. Department of State)

Ukraine, China to implement joint projects 

The Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine 
reported: “Ukraine and China mark the 
25th anniversary of the establishment of 
diplomatic relations and transfer to a new 
strategic level of cooperation envisaging 
the implementation of joint projects for a 
total of about  $7 billion (U.S.).” Agreements 
on this cooperation were reached during a 

meeting between Ukrainian Prime Minister 
Volodymyr Groysman and Vice-Premier of 
the State Council of the People’s Republic of 
China Ma Kai. The meeting was held in the 
framework of the third session of the com-
mission on bilateral cooperation. “China 
has been and still remains our strategic 
partner and our strategic priority. And 
today we are opening up new opportuni-
ties for deepening our partnership and re-
launching the implementation of joint proj-
ects and initiatives,” Mr. Groysman com-
mented. In response, his interlocutor 
emphasized that China pays great attention 
to cooperation with Ukraine, both in the 
political and economic spheres. ”We believe 
that we are united in this regard. Hence, we 
express readiness to encourage and boost 
our cooperation,” emphasized the vice-pre-
mier. The parties noted that China has 
always demonstrated strong support for 
Ukraine and is now in the top three of its 

(Continued on page 13)
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by Natalia K Bilash

KERHONKSON, N.Y. – “Women’s Voices” was the theme 
of the 55th annual Plast Orlykiada sponsored and orga-
nized by the Orlykivtsi, the Plast fraternity, with help from 
the Verkhovynky. This year’s competition was headed by 
Lida Rezie, the organizer of the event; Tanya Kosc was the 
event’s commandant.

Participants from as far away as Toronto and Detroit 
gathered at the Soyuzivka Heritage Center on November 
11-12 to demonstrate their knowledge of the topic in a 
competition among Plast groups.

Each year, Plast scouts from across the United States and 
Canada come to participate in the challenge. This year, 145 
Plast scouts from 11 branches divided into 16 teams par-
ticipated in the competition. A large packet of materials 
was available to each group at the beginning of the school 
year, in order to help them prepare for the event.

The competition is divided into several parts: an aca-

demic bowl, theatrical performances and the presentation 
of exhibits.

In the first competition, teams compete in a three-round 
academic competition bowl. The top four teams from the 
first round advance to the second round, and then the top 
two teams advance to the final round. 

The second part of Orlykiada requires each group to 
perform a skit; this performance is a way for the group to 
demonstrate its ability and knowledge related to the theme 
in a creative and often humorous way. This year’s was no 
exception as the groups tried to outdo each other. 

The third and final portion of Orlykiada is an exhibit of 
projects that each group creates and assembles prior to the 
competition. 

Over all, Orlykiada gives scouts a chance to meet with 
other Plast members and engage in friendly competition. 
The outcome of the overall competition: fifth place – the 
combined group from Rochester/Syracuse, N.Y.; fourth 
place – the girls’ group from Newark, N.J.; third place – the 
girls from Toronto; second place – the boys from 
Philadelphia; and first place – the boys from Cleveland.

A separate competition, the selection of a “hetmanych” 
and “hetmanivna” – an honor bestowed on outstanding 

male and female scouts – takes place early Saturday eve-
ning and Sunday afternoon. Each competing group can 
elect to send one individual to participate in this challenge. 
Participants get together in a room in front of a group of 
judges where they are asked to discuss their ideas on vari-
ous topics about Orlykiada, Plast and Ukraine. On Sunday 
morning, they answer questions in front of their peers and 
judges, as their groups cheer them on.

This year’s hetmanivna was Deanna Hanchuk of 
Newark, N.J., and the hetmanych was Volodymyr Sadovyy 
of New York.

Orlykiada participants attended liturgy on Sunday 
morning at Holy Trinity Ukrainian Catholic Church, where 
the pastor, the Rev. Dr. Ivan Kaszczak, who is also Plast’s 
chaplain, performed the service. After the liturgy, partici-
pants witnessed the blessing of two new flags for the 
Orlykivtsi fraternity.

More information on the winners of each category of the 
Orlykiada competition can be found on the website www.
orlykiada.org.

Natalia Voronka Bilash is the director of press and publi-
cations on the Plast National Board of Directors in the U.S.A.

Participants of the 2017 Orlykiada competition in front of Holy Trinity Ukrainian Catholic Church in Kerhonkson, N.Y.
Marta Sawchyn

55th annual Plast Orlykiada competition takes place at Soyuzivka

Deanna Hanchuk and Volodymyr Sadovyy, “hetmaniv-
na” and “hetmanych,” respectively, of the 2017 

Orlykiada held at Soyuzivka.

Sonevytsky that featured farm-to-table sea-
sonal fare with a focus on using mush-
rooms as an ingredient. Afterwards the 
conferees took part in a traditional camp-
fire with a program of skits that, under the 
theme of “Health and Longevity,” poked fun 
at the foibles of aging gracefully (or not). 
The jokes and skits continued late into the 
evening to everyone’s delight. 

The serious planning stage of the confer-
ence took place on Saturday. Roksolana 

Kyzyk and Ariadna Holynsky, both from 
New Jersey, were enthusiastically inducted 
into the sorority as full members after their 
one-year terms as candidates. As candi-
dates, they had organized St. Andrew’s Eve 
(Andriyivskiy Vechir) activities for Plast 
scouts. A new member, Marianka Hawryluk 
of Kerhonkson, was warmly welcomed into 
the sorority as a candidate. 

During the formal deliberations, the 
sorority members reviewed their major 
projects from the previous year: Beginners’ 
Camp at East Chatham, N.Y.; testing of older 
campers for Plast physical fitness badge 
requirements; and the Ecology Committee’s 

clean-up of a heavily used trail at the camp 
in East Chatham during the summer. 

In addition, local chapters organized sev-
eral events, including a winter outing 
where cub scouts could complete merit 
badges in snow sports, a traditional St. 
Andrew’s Eve for teen scouts, as well as a 
Christmas party for senior Plast members 
in New Jersey. 

 The previous year’s board was re-elect-
ed unanimously: Zezia Zawadiwsky, presi-
dent; Anita Roik, vice-president; Lesia 
Magun, treasurer, Teresa Kuritza, recording 
secretary; Irka Sawchyn Doll, press secre-
tary; Chrystia Centore, chronicler; Chrystia 

Iwanik and Lesia Palylyk, candidates’ liai-
son; and Margareta Nycz, flag-bearer.

The new chapter leaders are: Roma 
Maksymowych and Darka Patti in New 
Jersey, Chrystia Iwanik in New York/ New 
England and Marusia  Kolodi j  in 
Philadelphia. 

Everyone left the conference refreshed 
and uplifted by the wonderful feeling of fel-
lowship and union. The next conference is 
already being planned for 2018 by the New 
York/ New England chapter. For further 
information about the Spartanky sorority, 
readers may contact Ms. Iwanik at ciwan-
ik@yahoo.com.

(Continued from page 10)

Spartanky...
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trading partners. During the first nine 
months of 2017, trade turnover between 
the countries increased by 14.5 percent. 
(Ukrainian Canadian Congress Daily 
Briefing)

IMF managing director comments on Ukraine

Christine Lagarde, managing director of 
the International Monetary Fund, spoke 
with Ukraine’s President Petro Poroshenko 
on December 7. Following the call, Ms. 
Lagarde stated: “I had a constructive and 
open discussion with  President 
Poroshenko on Ukraine’s efforts to fight 
corruption, which is expected by the 
Ukrainian society and is critical to improve 
transparency and accountability and create 
the conditions for sustainable growth. I 
emphasized that investigating and prompt-
ly adjudicating incidences of corruption is 
critical to advance these objectives and 
maintain public trust. In this regard, we 
agreed on the need to maintain the inde-
pendence and enhance the operational 
capacity of the National Anti-Corruption 
Bureau and the Special Anti-Corruption 
Prosecutor’s Office.” She continued: “We 
also agreed that the prompt establishment 
of the anti-corruption court is an essential 
complement of these efforts. In this regard, 
I supported the president’s agenda for the 
submission of a draft law to Parliament in 
the coming days consistent with the Venice 
Commission’s recommendations and past 
agreements under the IMF-supported pro-
gram. It will be important that all members 
of Parliament unite behind the bill and 
approve it as a matter of priority. I assured 
the president that the IMF stands ready to 
continue to support Ukraine, along with 
other international partners, in the fight 
against corruption and encouraged the 

authorities to accelerate the implementa-
tion of reforms that are necessary to fur-
ther improve the prospects of Ukraine’s 
economy and its people.” (Ukrainian 
Canadian Congress Daily Briefing)

Centennial of Crimean Tatar Kurultai

On Monday, December 11, Etobicoke 
Center MP and chair of the Canada-Ukraine 
Parliamentary Friendship Group Borys 
Wrzesnewskyj delivered a statement on the 
floor of Canada’s House of Commons com-
memorating the 100th anniversary of the 
Crimean Tatar Kurultai (also spelled 
Qurultay). His statement read: “In 
December 1917, 100 years ago, the 
Crimean Tatars proclaimed their 
Democratic Republic and launched their 
national assembly, the Qurultay. The 
Bolsheviks abolished this state and in 1944 
[Joseph] Stalin attempted ethnocide 
through the mass deportation of Crimean 
Tatars into Central Asia. Almost half per-
ished during the deportation. However, 
starting in 1989, Crimean Tatars began 
returning home, and under independent 
Ukraine were provided citizenship and a 
formal right of return. Sadly, history seems 
to be repeating itself. With Russia’s 2014 
military invasion and illegal occupation, the 
Crimean Tatars are once again facing disap-
pearances, the murder of leaders, exile, and 
collective repression and persecution. As 
we commemorate the centenary of the 
Crimean Tatar Qurultay, let us reaffirm that 
Crimean Tatars are the indigenous people 
of Crimea and that Crimea is Ukraine.” Mr. 
Wrzesnewskyj has frequently spoken out 
against Russian state-sponsored human 
rights abuses directed against the Crimean 
Tatars and has hosted meetings in Ottawa 
and his riding with their legendary leader 
Mustafa Dzhemilev who spent 18 brutal 
long years in Soviet gulags for demanding 
the right of return for his people. (Office of 
MP Boris Wrzesnewskyj)

(Continued from page 12)
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many friends in the U.S., including the 
Ukrainian American community and 
numerous American NGOs involved with 
Ukraine. The thoughtful and judicious use 
of various kinds of leverage, including con-
ditionality of assistance and loan guaran-
tees, reallocation of existing assistance 
where it can be the most effective, or even 
selective punitive actions against corrupt 
officials, can also be utilized. Sometimes a 
bit of tough love is necessary when there is 
backsliding or stalling.

At the same time that we welcome and 
encourage the genuine progress that has 
occurred, we should not underestimate the 
very real challenges in combating corrup-
tion. First, we must keep in mind that 
Ukraine is in a war where Russia has fla-
grantly violated the rules-based-interna-
tional order and continues to do whatever 
it can get away with to destabilize Ukraine. 
U.S. policymakers understand this and the 
need to maintain support for Ukraine in its 
ongoing struggle to counter Russian 
aggression. Second, there is the recognition 

that reforms are tough, even in the best of 
circumstances and even in countries that 
don’t face the challenges that Ukraine con-
fronts. And third, there is acknowledge-
ment among Ukraine’s supporters of the 
real progress that has taken place. 

For these reasons, I believe that Ukraine 
will continue to have substantial U.S. sup-
port and I don’t fear the prospect of the 
kind of “Ukraine fatigue” that we’ve occa-
sionally witnessed in the past. But, while 
the U.S. will not abandon Ukraine, the levels 
and enthusiasm of support do matter. We 
should continue to have a balanced 
approach – to be politically and financially 
supportive, as well as encourage, cajole and 
pressure when necessary. We need to be 
patient, yet vigilant.

It is essential that we keep faith with the 
people of Ukraine and encourage reformers 
in government, the Rada and civil society in 
their anti-corruption fight. A successful, 
democratic, rule-of-law Ukraine that brings 
the country closer to the Euro-Atlantic 
community is not only good ipso facto, but 
ultimately the best antidote to Vladimir 
Putin’s predations and his continuing 
attempts to destabilize Ukraine and, 
indeed, the entire West. 

(Continued from page 7)
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TO PLACE YOUR AD CALL WALTER HONCHARYk (973) 292-9800 x3040
or e-mail adukr@optonline.net

SERVICES

SERVICES

SERVICES

OPPORTUNITIES

Earn Extra incomE!
The Ukrainian Weekly is looking 

for advertising sales agents.
For additional information contact  

Walter Honcharyk, Advertising Manager,  
The Ukrainian Weekly, 973-292-9800, ext 3040.

For sale 2 bedroom apartment, 73.4 
m/2 in a new building in Lviv, fully 
equipped. Individual heating +2 
electric boilers, air conditioning, 2 
glazed balconies. Kitchen: gas-electric 
stove. New playground, bus stop 3 
min. Pictures will be sent on request. 
Contact: pierwszyakt@gmail.com

FOR SALE

WANT IMPACT?
Run your advertisement here, 

in The Ukrainian Weekly’s 
CLASSIFIEDS section.

МАРІЯ ДРИЧ
Ліцензований Продавець

Страхування Життя
МАRІA DRICH

Licensed Life Insurance Agent 
  Ukrainian National Assn., Inc.

2200 Route 10, Parsippany, NJ 07054
Tel.: 973-292-9800 ext. 3035

e-mail: mdrich@unamember.com

LAW OFFICES OF 
ZENON B. MASNYJ, ESQ.___________________
In the East Village since 1983

Serious personal injury, real estate 
for personal and business use, 

representation of small and mid-size 
businesses, securities arbitration, 

divorce, wills and probate.
(By Appointment Only)

140 Second Avenue
New York, NY 10003

212-477-3002
zbmasnyj@verizon.net

If 212-477-3002 landline not working, 
please call 201-247-2413
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This is part one of the final Sportsline 
update of 2017. The items were prepared by 
Matthew Dubas. Part two will follow in an 
upcoming issue.

Soccer
• Ukraine’s men’s national team won 2-1 

against Slovakia in an international friendly 
match on November 10 at Arena Lviv. 
Slovakia opened the scoring in the 10th min-
ute, and Andriy Yarmolenko equalized for 
Ukraine in the 39th minute with a near shot. 
Yevhen Konoplyanka sealed the win for 
Ukraine in the 54th minute with a deflection 
off Slovakia’s goalkeeper, Martin Dubravka.

• Shakhtar Donetsk won 2-1 against 
Manchester City on December 6 as part of 
the UEFA Champions League group stage. 
Shkahtar lost 0-3 against Napoli on 
November 21, won 3-1 against Feyenoord 
(the Netherlands) on November 1 in 
Kharkiv and won 2-1 against Feyenoord on 
October 17 in Rotterdam. Shakhtar lost 0-2 
against Manchester City on September 26 
and won 2-1 against Napoli on September 
13 at Metalist Stadium in Kharkiv. Shakhtar, 
in second place of Group F, has 12 points, 
Manchester City leads with 15 points. 
Napoli is in third place (six points) followed 
by Feyenoord (three points). Shakhtar has 
drawn Roma FC in the round of 16.

• In the UEFA Europa League group stage, 
Dynamo Kyiv won 4-1 against Partizan 
(Serbia) on December 7, with Junior Maraes 
scoring a hat-trick (28th, 31st and 78th min-
utes). Dynamo lost 2-3 against Skenderbeu 
(Albania) on November 23, won 1-0 against 
the Young Boys (Switzerland) on November 
2 and tied 2-2 with the Young Boys on 
October 19 in Group B. Dynamo won 3-1 
against Skenderbeu on September 14 and 
won 3-2 against Partizan on September 28. 
Zorya Luhansk, in Group J, lost 0-2 against 
Athletic Bilbao (Spain) on December 7, lost 
0-2 against Hertha Berlin on November 2 
and won 2-1 against Hertha on October 19. 
Zorya lost 0-2 against Ostersund (Sweden) 
on November 23 and lost 0-2 again on 
September 14 in the first-leg match. Zorya 
won 1-0 against Athletic on September 28. 
Zorya finished in third place in Group J with 
six points (two wins and four losses) and  
were eliminated, while Dynamo finished in 
first place in Group B with 13 points (four 
wins, one draw, one loss) and advances to 
the playoff stage in the round of 32.  Dynamo 
has drawn Greece’s AEK in the round of 32, 
and matches are to begin on February 15 
and 22 in two-leg series (home and away).

• In the UEFA Youth League, Shakhtar 
Donetsk finished in third place in Group F 
with seven points after six matches played 
and was eliminated from the tournament. 
Shakhtar won 2-1 against Manchester City 
on December 6 and Manchester City leads 
the group with 13 points, followed by 
Feyenoord (nine) and Napoli (four).  
Shakhtar lost 1-2 against Napoli on 
September 13, lost 1-3 against Manchester 
City on September 26, and lost 0-4 against 
Feyenoord on October 17. Shakhtar tied 
1-1 with Feyenoord on November 1 and 
won 2-1 against Napoli on November 21. 

• Ukraine’s Under-17 men’s team has 
drawn Group 11 of the qualifying round of 
the UEFA European U-17 Championships. 
Ukraine won 3-0 against Bulgaria on 
October 10, won 6-1 against Azerbaijan on 
October 13 and lost 1-3 against Ireland on 
October 16. Ukraine is in second place (six 
points) behind Ireland (nine points). 
Ukraine advances to the elite round, with 
matches to resume in the spring.

• Ukraine’s Under-19 men’s team tops 
Group 12 (with nine points) of the qualify-
ing round of the UEFA European U-19 
Championships. In its matches, Ukraine 
won 1-0 against Albania on October 4, won 
2-1 against Norway on October 7 and won 

4-0 against Montenegro on October 10. 
Ukraine advances to the elite round, with 
matches and draws to be announced for the 
spring. The U-19 team advances to the elite 
round, with matches to resume in the 
spring. The tournament final stage is to be 
hosted on July 16-29, 2018, in Finland.

• Ukraine’s Under-21 men’s team is in 
third place (eight points) of Group 4 after 
five matches played in the UEFA European 
U-21 Championships. Ukraine tied 1-1 with 
Latvia on September 1, won 6-0 against 
Andorra on September 5, and tied 1-1 with 
the Netherlands on October 10. Ukraine lost 
0-2 against England on November 10 and 
won 2-0 against Scotland on November 14. 
England topped the group with 13 points. 
The Netherlands, with eight points and in 
second place in the group based on aggre-
gate goals, did not advance to playoff round.

• Ukraine’s Under-19 women’s team was 
eliminated from the tournament after the 
team finished in third place (three points) 
in Group 4 with Albania (one point), 
Azerbaijan (four points) and Spain (nine 
points). Ukraine lost 0-2 against Azerbaijan 
on October 25, won 5-0 against Albania on 
October 28 and lost 0-4 against Spain on 
October 31.

• Ukraine’s Under-17 women’s team 
played in Group 1 of the UEFA European 
U-17 Championships Elite Round. After 
three matches played, Ukraine finished in 
third place with three points. Ukraine lost 
1-3 against Poland on October 10, lost 0-5 
against Switzerland on October 13 and won 
6-1 against the Faroe Islands on October 
16. Ukraine failed to advance to the final 
tournament stage.

• Ukraine lost 0-2 against Croatia on 
October 9 and was eliminated from the FIFA 
World Cup qualifiers. Ukraine won 2-0 
against Kosovo on October 6 and finished in 
third place (17 points) in Group I. Iceland 
topped the group (22 points), followed by 
Croatia (20), Ukraine and Turkey (15), 
Finland (9) and Kosovo (1). After 10 match-
es played, Ukraine finished with a record of 
five wins, two draws and three losses, with 
13 goals for and nine against. Iceland 
advances to the World Cup and Croatia, as 
runner-up, is set for a playoff of the eight 
other second-place teams from each group.

• Volodymyr Prokopiv, deputy mayor and 
secretary of the Kyiv City Council, said that 
Kyiv plans to allocate 25 million hrv for the 
final match of the UEFA Champions League 
for 2017-2018. The final is to be hosted in 
May, and Kyiv is expected to host more than 
150,00 foreign tourists for the event.

• Ukraine won 8-1 against Panama on 
September 23 in the third round of the 
Unity Cup in Philadelphia. Ukraine won 4-1 
against Ghana on September 16 in the sec-
ond round. Ukraine finished in second 
place in Group L with six points. Ukraine 
lost against Puerto Rico on October 7 of the 
knockout stage on penalty kicks after a 3-3 
draw in regulation time.

• Andriy Shevchenko said on October 23 
in Kyiv that he wants to remain as head 
coach of the Ukrainian national men’s team. 
“I see progress in the game of the team. I 
see that the team can play better and this 
instills confidence in me. I want to stay 
working with the national team,” he said. 
The decision is ultimately made by the 
executive committee of the Football 
Federation of Ukraine. Shevchenko said he 
assumes responsibility for the team’s fail-
ure to advance to the 2018 World Cup. His 
contract was renewed after a meeting of 
the FFU’s executive committee unanimous-
ly voted on November 5 to extend the con-
tract until 2020. 

Futsal
• Ukraine has drawn Group C, with 

Portugal and Romania, as part of the final 

tournament of the UEFA Futsal Euro. Ukraine 
plays against Romania on February 2 and 
against Portugal on February 4, with both 
matches played in Slovenia, where the final 
will be held in Ljubljana on February 10. 

• Kherson won 4-2 against Nikars Riga 
(Latvia) on October 14 as part of the main 
round of the UEFA Futsal Cup. Kherson lost 
2-4 against Ekonomac Kragujevac (Serbia), 
and lost 1-5 against Sporting CP (Portugal). 
Kherson finished in third place and 
advanced to the elite round, where it drew 
Group C with Stalitsa Minsk (Belarus), 
Luparense (Italy) and Gyor (Hungary). In 
the elite round, Kherson lost 1-3 against 
Luparense on November 22, lost 2-3 
against Gyor on November 23, and won 7-3 
on November 25 against Minsk. Kherson 
was eliminated after it finished in third 
place in the group with three points. 

Tennis
• Elina Svitolina was eliminated in the 

quarterfinal of the China Open on October 
2-8 in Beijing after losing 7-6(7), 5-7, 
6-7(8) against Caroline Garcia of France. 
Garcia won the women’s singles. Svitolina 
ended her 2017 season ranked No. 6 by the 
WTA. Svitolina won three Premier 5 tour-
naments (Dubai, Rome and Toronto), and 
two WTA international tournaments 
(Taipei and Istanbul). Other Ukrainian ten-
nis players included Lesia Tsurenko 
(ranked 43rd), Kateruna Kozlova (86th) 
and Kateryna Bondarenko (93rd). Svitolina 
finished the season as the ninth-highest 
paid female tennis player for 2017, with 
$3.2 million in earnings.

• Alexandr Dolgopolov lost 4-6, 7-6(5), 
3-6 in the final against David Geffen of 
Belgium on October 1 at the Shenzhen Open 
in Shenzhen, China. Dolgopolov won 7-6(5), 
6-4 against countryman Sergiy Stakhovsky 
in the round of 16. Dolgopolov moved up five 
places in the ATP rankings, to 36th place, 
and Stakhovsky remained in 102nd place.

• At the Izmir Cup in Izmir, Turkey, on 
September 18-24, Sergiy Stakhovsky and 
Denys Molchanov of Russia lost by walk-
over in the men’s doubles final against Scott 
Clayton and Jonny O’Mara, both of Great 
Britain.

• Ukraine won 5-0 against Israel in the 
first relegation round of Group 1 of the 
Davis Cup on September 15-17. Ukraine’s 
team included Illya Marchenko, Alexandr 
Dolgopolov, and in doubles, Denys 
Molchanov and Sergiy Stakhovsky. Ukraine 
is ranked in 28th place at 1,337.5 points. 
Ukraine lost 1-4 against Portugal in the sec-
ond round of the Group 1 tournament for 
Europe/Africa, which includes 11 coun-
tries.

Boxing
• Light heavyweight Vyachevslav 

Shabranskyy (19-2, 16 KO) lost by second-
round TKO against Sergey Kovalev (31-2-1, 
27 KO) of Russia on November 25 at 
Madison Square Garden in New York. In a 
fight that was scheduled for 12 rounds, 
Shabranskyy was sent to the canvas twice 
in the opening round and did not have 
much to offer in the second round, with 
another knockdown before referee Harvey 
Docked stopped the fight at 2:36 seconds. 
Kovalev regained the WBO light heavy-
weight title he had lost to Andre Ward, who 
retired and vacated his titles.

• Cruiserweight Artem Redko (21-9-3, 
12 KO) lost by third-round TKO against 
Tervel Pulev (5-0, 5 KO) of Bulgaria on 
November 11 at Werner-Sellenbinder-
Sportpark in Berlin. 

• Super welterweight Stanislav 
Skorohod (12-1, 9 KO) won by fourth-
round TKO against Fernando Silva (15-13-
3, 6 KO) of Mexico on November 11 at 
Powerade Center in Brampton, Ontario. 

The fight was scheduled for eight rounds, 
and Skorohod scored two knockdowns in 
the fourth round before Silva’s corner 
threw in the towel.

• Heavyweight Iago Kiladze (25-1, 17 
KO) won by unanimous decision after 10 
rounds against Pedro Rodriguez (23-2, 19 
KO) of Cuba on November 4 at Barclays 
Center in Brooklyn. 

• Featherweight Oleg Yefrimovych (29-3-
1, 16 KO) lost by sixth-round TKO against 
Scott Quigg (34-1-2, 25 KO) of the U.K. on 
November 4 at Salle des Etoiles in Monte 
Carlo, Monaco.

• Super Middleweight Roman Shkarupa 
(27-7-2, 11 KO) lost by unanimous decision 
after 10 rounds against Lolenga Mock (41-
14-1, 13 KO) of Congo on October 28 at 
Frederiskberg Hallerne in Copenhagen. 

• Middleweight Dmytro Mytrofanov 
(1-0, 1 KO) won his debut professional fight 
by fourth-round TKO against Brandon 
Maddox (7-1, 5 KO) of the U.S.A. on October 
27 at The Belvedere in Elk Grove Village, Ill. 
The fight was scheduled for six rounds. 
Mytrofanov, 27, won the national title in 
Ukraine in 2008 and 2012, and a bronze 
medal at the 2011 European Amateur 
Championships in Ankara. He also won 
gold at the 2013 Summer Universiade in 
Kazan, Russia.  

• Heavyweight Oleksandr Teslenko (11-
0, 9 KO) won by second-round KO against 
Nick Guivas (14-9-2, 9 KO) of the U.S.A. on 
October 14 at the Civic Complex in Cornwall, 
Canada. The fight was set for eight rounds.

• Welterweight Karen Chukhadzyan (10-
1, 5 KO) won by fifth-round KO against 
Steve Suppan (7-1-1, 4 KO) of the 
Netherlands on September 16 in Kyiv. The 
fight was sanctioned by the WBO. Also on 
that day, lightweight Denys Berinchyk (6-0, 
4 KO) won by sixth-round TKO against 
Ismael Garcia (8-2, 3 KO) of Spain. The fight 
was scheduled for eight rounds. Super 
lightweight Viktor Postol (29-1, 12 KO) 
won by unanimous decision after 10 
rounds against Jamshidbek Najmiddinov 
(14-1, 9 KO) of Uzbekistan.

• Middleweight Evhen Khytrov (15-1, 12 
KO) won by unanimous decision after eight 
rounds against Derrick Findley (27-22-1, 
18 KO) of the U.S.A. on September 15 at 
Fox  wo o d  C a s i n o  a n d  Re s o r t  i n 
Mashantucket, Conn. 

Mixed martial arts
• Light heavyweight Nikita Krylov (22-5, 

9 KO) won by first-round TKO against 
Emanuel Newton (26-13, 4 KO) of the U.S.A. 
on October 13 in Surgut, Russia. 

• Middleweight Sergey Guzev (18-3, 3 
KO) won by first-round submission against 
Leandro Bispo (7-4, 0 KO) of Brazil on 
September 27 in Kyiv. The fight was sanc-
tioned by the WWFC.

• Flyweight Alexander Doskalchuk (8-1, 
3 KO) won by second-round submission 
against Vadim Malygin (11-3, 4 KO) of 
Russia on September 23 in Kazan, Russia. 
The fight was sanctioned by M-1 Global.

Chess
• Anna Muzychuk won the European ACP 

Women’s Individual  Rapid Chess 
Championship in Monaco on October 21-22. 
Hosted by the European Chess Union, 
Muzychuk won nine out of 11 points at the 
tournament, having won seven matches and 
tied another four. Muzychuk, 27, announced 
on November 11 via Facebook that she 
would be boycotting the rapid and blitz 
world chess championship that is hosted in 
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. Her motives for the 
boycott focus on the country’s restrictions 
for women. The tournament is scheduled 
for December 26-30. The societal restric-
tions are in violation of the World Chess 
Federation guidelines.
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by Ihor N. Stelmach

SOUTH WINDSOR, Conn. – Several ESPN 
boxing experts have proclaimed Ukrainian 
Vasyl Lomachenko the sport’s premier 
pound-for-pound fighter. Promoter Bob 
Arum has referred to his client as the most 
skilled boxer he has ever seen, including 
the legendary Muhammad Ali. After 
Lomachenko’s latest victim, Guillermo 
Rigondeaux, refused to leave his corner to 
start the seventh round of their feature 
bout at Madison Square Garden on 
December 9, the above ESPN pundits nick-
named the Ukrainian “Nomaschenko,” 
incorporating the Spanish phrase “no mas,” 
as in no more. Rigondeaux wanted “no 
more” of Lomachenko after the first six 
rounds, clearly showing his advanced age 
and long stretch of inactivity.

Lomachenko made boxing history by 
winning the first professional match 
against a fellow two-time Olympic gold 
medal winner. He easily disposed of his 
Cuban challenger, who quit while sitting on 
his stool and claiming an injured left hand.

Lomachenko has now made his last four 
opponents quit: Rigondeaux, Miguel 
Marriaga, Jason Sosa and Nicholas Walters.

“The only thing I can say is you guys are 
seeing something really special,” Top Rank 
chairman Bob Arum said in an ESPN inter-
view on December 9. “The body of work 
from this kid is something that is virtually 
incredible. I’ve never seen anything like 
this. He gets these guys, he frustrates them, 
it looks like he’s gonna knock them out, and 
they quit because they can’t answer back.”

Lomachenko (10-1, 8 KO) easily retained 
his junior lightweight WBO world title for 
the fourth time in a much-anticipated battle 
against junior featherweight world title 
holder Rigondeaux, who moved up two 
weight classes to face his fellow southpaw.

The smaller, older, less active Rigondeaux 
(17-1, 11 KO), who had boxed only three 
rounds in the past two years, showed very 
little as Lomachenko toyed with him from 
the opening bell. Rigondeaux said the pain 
in his left hand began in the third round and 
got worse. It was his first loss since a 2003 
amateur fight.

In spite of making boxing history with 
his victory, Lomachenko did not consider it 
that big a deal.

“This is not his weight, so it’s not a big 
win for me,” the proud Ukrainian said in a 
post-fight interview on ESPN. “But, he’s a 
good fighter. He’s got great skills. I adjusted 
to his style, low blows and all.”

Lomachenko, 29, set the tone early with 
his jabs and more active approach while 
Rigondeaux, 37, landed a few body shots. 
The Cuban began holding his opponent in 
round two, only to have Lomachenko 
breaking away and nailing him with a solid 
right hand. Lomachenko refused to get tied 
up and referee Steve Willis had to forcefully 
break up the fighters several times.

By the fourth round, Rigondeaux had 
swelling around his right eye from several 
Lomachenko shots, and in the fifth round 
he was warned again for repeated holds. 
The Ukrainian’s domination was so strong 
Rigondeaux had no choice but to grab hold 
or risk getting knocked down and out.

Frustrated by the constant holding in 
the fifth round, Lomachenko threw a punch 
at Rigondeaux after the bell. Referee Willis 
finally took a point from the Cuban for 
holding in the sixth round, drawing cheers 
from the crowd and putting Rigondeaux 
into deeper trouble. He never got up for the 
seventh round.

The fight was heavily anticipated and 
sold out months prior (5,102 attendance at 
MSG’s The Theater), primarily because the 
two boxers ranked among the elite fighters 
in the world pound for pound, and are 
widely considered two of the best amateur 
boxers in history. The two won a combined 
859 amateur fights, with Lomachenko 
going 396-1 and claiming Olympic gold 
medals for Ukraine in 2008 and 2012. 
Rigondeaux fashioned an amateur record 
of 463-12, including Olympic gold medals 
in 2000 and 2004 for Cuba. Each boxer also 
won two world amateur titles.

Past achievements did not help 
Rigondeaux in his match against Lomachenko. 
Heading into the sixth round, Lomachenko 
was ahead 60-53, 59-54 and 59-54 on the 
scorecards. The Ukrainian landed 55 of 339 
punches (16 percent) and the Cuban con-
nected with a scant 15 of 178 (8 percent).

Next on the horizon could be a jump to 
the 135 pounds weight class (lightweight) 
and a challenge to Jorge Linares or Mikey 
Garcia. Lomachenko, who won a feather-
weight world title before moving up in 
weight, may go to lightweight for his next 
bout in the spring. For now, his plans were 
to enjoy his latest overwhelming victory 
and the upcoming holidays.

WBO super featherweight champion Vasyl Lomachenko lands a left against 
Guillermo Rigondeaux of Cuba on December 9 at Madison Square Garden Theater in 

New York.

Ringside24.com

Lomachenko TKO’s Rigondeaux in six rounds
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Wishing 

a very Merry Christmas
and 

a Happy New Year 

to all my family and friends.  

Myron Kolinsky

З Різдвом Христовим
вiтаємо щиро 

 Рідних, Приятелів і Знайомих,
а в Новому Році

бажаємо всього найкращого.

Христос Рождається!

НЕОНІЛЯ СОХАН і син ТАРАС

        ВЕСЕЛИХ СВЯТ РІЗДВА ХРИСТОВОГО,
      ЩAСЛИВОГО НОВОГО РОКУ
     та БОЖИХ ЛАСК

РОДИНІ, ПРИЯТЕЛЯМ і ЗНАЙОМИМ
бажають

ЛЮБА і ЯРОСЛАВ ФЕДУНИ з родиною

РАДІСНИХ СВЯТ РІЗДВА ХРИСТОВОГО
І ЩАСЛИВОГО НОВОГО РОКУ

РОДИНІ, ПРИЯТЕЛЯМ І ЗНАЙОМИМ

б а ж а ю т ь

ЛІДА І ОРЕСТ ЦЯПКА з родиною

We greet all our
dear friends

and colleagues
with a joyful

Christmas carol
and best wishes

for a wonderful new year!

– Andriy, Roma, Markian and Paul Hadzewycz

Радісних Свят
Різдва Христового і

Щасливого Нового Року
родині, приятелям, знайомим,
Головному Урядові УНСоюзу,

працівникам та всім секретарям Відділів

щиро бажають

СТЕФАН і СВЯТОСЛАВА
КАЧАРАЇ з родиною

Wishing a

MERRY CHRISTMAS 
and a 

HAPPY NEW YEAR
to the General Assembly, District Committee 

Chairpersons, 
Branch Secretaries, UNA members, and their families 

and friends, as well as all Ukrainians in the Diaspora and in Ukraine

from

ANNA and MICHAEL KOZIUPA
and family

Merry Christmas
and 

a Happy New Year 

to family and friends,  
members of the UNA General Assembly,

 Branch Secretaries, and all UNA employees.

Yuriy and Nataliya 
Symczyk

Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year
to all our family and friends

Luba and George Walchuk

To all my family and friends,

Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year
Andrew Gavdanovich with family



21THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY      SUNDAY, DECEMBER 17, 2017No. 51

May the miracle of Christmas
� ll your hearts

with joy, laughter and wisdom.

Merry Christmas!
Julian Pishko and family,

Minneapolis, MN

The Executive Committee
of the Ukrainian National Association

and its newspapers, 
Svoboda and The Ukrainian Weekly,

Christ is Born!  Let’s Glorify Him!

extend best wishes for

a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year

to the leaders of Ukrainian Churches; Ukrainian organizations; 

the UNA General Assembly, District Committees, Branches and members; 

readers of the UNA’s publications; 

as well as Ukrainian communities in the diaspora and Ukraine.

         З ПРАЗНИКОМ
         РІЗДВА XРИСТОВОГО

   вітаю

родину, приятелів і членів Головного Уряду,
як також працівників Українського Народного Союзу

та видавництва „Свобода“ і The Ukrainian Weekly

та бажаю

ЩАСЛИВОГО НОВОГО РОКУ

УЛЯНА ДЯЧУК
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П Л АС Т 
Українська Скавтська Організація в США

З радісним празником 
Різдва Христового

Крайова Пластова Старшина та Рада в Америці
вітають

проводи Головної Пластової Ради і Головної Пластової Булави,
Крайову Пластову Старшину в Україні 

та в усіх країнах, де діє Пласт.
Рівнож вітаємо усіх пластунів, розкинених по світі, 

та весь український народ на рідних землях і в діяспорі.

Вітaєм з Різдвом, з Новим роком вітaєм!
Бaжaєм вaм щaстя, здоров’я бaжaєм!

Хaй серце рaдіє, душa хaй співaє,
А нaстрій святковий весь рік не зникaє!

ХРИСТОС  РОДИВСЯ!
СЛАВІМО ЙОГО!

www.uabpa.org 

Ukrainian American Business 
and Professionals Association 

is wishing its members, supporters 
and the whole Ukrainian community 

Merry Christmas 
and 

a Happy and Prosperous 
New Year!
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Ukrainian National Association
Plastovyi Branch 450 

Best wishes to our members, 
their families and our supporters 

for a very Merry Christmas 
and a healthy, happy 

and successful New Year.
 

Adia Fedash, Branch President
Motria Milanytch, Secretary

З РІЗДВОМ ХРИСТОВИМ
і

НОВИМ РОКОМ
вітаємо

родину, приятелів і знайомих.
д-р Юрій і Христя Демидовичі з Родиною

Радісних Свят
Різдва Христового

та 
Щасливого

Нового Року
рід ни м  т а  зн а йом и м

щиро бажає

ОКСАНА КУЗЬМАК
з родиною

 

Best Wishes 
to Our Family and Friends 

for a Healthy 
and Happy Holiday Season!

Zirka and Myroslaw Smorodsky
 

Христос Рождається!

P: 973-854-0917
F: 888-392-5704

e: roman@tabalaw.com

2200 Route 10, Suite 104 
Parsippany, NJ 07054 

www.tabalaw.com

Wishing a very

Merry Christmas
and a 

Happy New Year

to all our family, friends and clients

Roman Tabatchouk and family

ROMAN TABATCHOUK, ESQ.
Licensed in NJ & NY

        вітають родину, приятелів і знайомих

      ЗЕНОН, ДОЗЯ і ВІКА КРІСЛАТІ
та засилають

наищиріші святочні побажання всій родині 
на рідній Батьківщині та всім ближчим і дальшим друзям.

ХРИСТОС РОЖДАЄТЬСЯ!             СЛАВІТЕ ЙОГО!
Клівленд, Огайо                                                                     Cleveland, Ohio

З РІЗДВОМ ХРИС ТОВИМ
І НОВИМ Р ОКОМ

вітаємо

родину, друзів і знайомих.

ІГОР  і  НАТАЛКА  ҐАВДЯКИ
з родиною

A Merry Christmas
and

a Happy New Year
with loving best wishes
to family and friends.

Mary J. Kramarenko
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Щирі Вітання
з нагоди свят

Різдва Христового 
і

Нового Року
родині, приятелям і пацієнтам 

засилають

Рута і Петро Ленчур з дітьми

Michigan
Ukrainian Selfreliance Michigan
Federal Credit Union
26791 Ryan Road
Warren, MI 48091
T: 877. POLTAVA
Branch o�  ces:
Hamtramck, MI
www.usmfcu.org

Michigan
Ukrainian Future Credit Union
26495 Ryan Road
Warren, MI 48091
T: 586.757.1980
Branch o�  ces:
Hamtramck, MI
West Bloom� eld, MI
www.ukrfutcu.org

New Jersey
Nova UA Federal Credit Union
851 Allwood Road
Cli� on, NJ 07012
T: 1-844-7NOVAFCU
Branch o  ce:
Botany Village; Cli� on, NJ
www.novafcu.com

Pennsylvania – New Jersey
Ukrainian Selfreliance
Federal Credit Union
1729 Cottman Avenue
Philadelphia, PA 19111
T: 888.POLTAVA
Branch o�  ces:
Feasterville, PA; 
Jenkintown, PA;
Philadelphia, PA; Trenton, NJ
www.ukrfcu.com

Pennsylvania
Ukrainian Selfreliance
of Western Pennsylvania
Federal Credit Unon
95 South Seventh Street
Pittsburgh, PA 15203
T: 412.481.1865
www.samopomich.com

Connecticut-Massachusetts
Ukrainian Selfreliance New England
Federal Credit Union
21 Silas Deane Highway
Wethers� eld, CT 06109
T: 800.405.4714
Branch o�  ces:
West� eld, MA; New Britain, CT
www.usnefcu.com

Illinois – New Jersey
Selfreliance Ukrainian American
Federal Credit Union
2332 West Chicago Ave.
Chicago, IL 60622
T: 888.222.UKR1
Branch o�  ces:
Newark, NJ; Jersey City, NJ;
Whippany, NJ; 
Palatine, IL; Bloomingdale, IL;
Chicago, IL
www.selfreliance.com

Maryland
Selfreliance Baltimore
Federal Credit Union
2345 Eastern Avenue
Baltimore, MD 21224
T: 410.327.9841
 www.srbfcu.org

New York
Self Reliance (NY)
Federal Credit Union
108 Second Avenue
New York, NY 10003
T: 888.SELFREL
Branch o�  ces:
Kerhonkson, NY; Uniondale, NY;
Astoria, NY; Lindenhurst, NY
www.selfrelianceny.org

New York – Connecticut
SUMA (Yonkers)
Federal Credit Union
125 Corporate Blvd.
Yonkers, NY 10701
T: 888.644.SUMA
Branch o�  ces:
Spring Valley, NY; Stamford, CT;
New Haven, CT; Yonkers, NY
www.sumafcu.org

New York – New Jersey
Ukrainian National
Federal Credit Union
215 Second Avenue
New York, NY 10003
T: 866.859.5848
Branch o�  ces:
South Bound Brook, NJ
Brooklyn, NY; Perth Amboy, NJ
www.ukrnatfcu.org

New York – California
Massachusetts – Ohio – 
Oregon – Washington
Ukrainian Federal Credit Union
824 Ridge Road East
Rochester, NY 14621
T: 877.968.7828
Branch o�  ces:
Bu� alo, NY; Amherst, NY; 
Albany, NY; Syracuse, NY; 
Webster, NY; Boston, MA; 
Cleveland, OH; Portland, OR; 
Sacramento, CA; Seattle, WA; 
Vancouver, WA
www.rufcu.org

Ohio
Cleveland Selfreliance
Federal Credit Union
6108 State Road
Parma, OH 44134
T: 440.884.9111
Branch o�  ces:
North Canton, OH; Lorain, OH
www.clevelandselfreliance.com 

ЦЕНТРАЛЯ УКРАЇНСЬКИХ КООПЕРАТИВ АМЕРИКИ (ЦУКА)
UKRAINIAN NATIONAL CREDIT UNION ASSOCIATION

2315 W. Chicago Ave.,  Chicago, Illinois 60622  •  Tel. 773 489-0050  •  www.uncua.com

Christ is Born!      Glorify Him!
One of the real joys of this Glorious season is the opportunity

to say Thank You, to wish you a very Blessed and Merry Christmas, 
and a New Year of health, happiness and prosperity.

Eyecare MD of New Jersey
261 James St., Suite 2D
Morristown, NJ 07960
(973) 984-3937
eyecaremdnj@aol.com

Радісних Свят
Різдва Христового

та 

Щасливого Нового Року

Родині, Приятелям та Пацієнтам

бажає

д-р МАРТА  ЛОПАТИНСЬКА
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CHRIST IS BORN!  
Greetings from KLK 

to all our members, family and friends!

May you have
the spirit of Christmas

which is Peace,
the gladness of Christmas

which is Hope,
and the Heart of Christmas

which is Love. 

Merry Christmas 
and a Happy, Healthy New Year!

KLK Ski Races - March 17, 2018, Hunter Mountain, NY

We wish you a 

Merry Christmas 
and a

Happy New Year!

www.lemko-ool.com

More than ever, we ask God for His protection 
over Ukraine, where her children are 

fighting for a better future.

We sincerely thank all our branch heads and our 
entire membership for their hard work and support.

The National Boards of

The Organization for the Defense of 
Lemkivshchyna (OOL) 

and
The Lemko Research Foundation (LRF)

       
     Центральна Управа, Відділи
    i все членство Організації
    Державного Відродження
 України (ОДВУ)

    в і т а ю т ь

З РІЗДВОМ ХРИСТОВИМ 
та 

НОВИМ РОКОМ
Український народ на рідних землях і всіх наших земляків, 

розкинених по різних країнах світу. Вітаємо Ієрархію 
Українських Церков в Україні і діяспорі, центральні 

проводи і членство політичних і громадських організацій 
в Україні і діяспорі, а в тому проводи і членство УНО – 

Канада, ІСНО, Фундацію ім. О. Ольжича, 
Жіноче Т-во ім. О. Теліги та Редакцію „Смолоскип“. 

Бажаємо успіхів у всіх заходах для об’єднання 
національно-державницьких сил у справі відбудови 

і закріплення української соборної самостійної України.

Слава Україні! - Героям Слава!

ХРИСТОС РОЖДАЄТЬСЯ!

Головна Управа „Самопоміч“
Об’єднання Українців в Америці

вітає

Відділи і все членство
з наступаючими Святами

і бажає
Веселих Свят

Різдва Xристового
та

щасливого і повного успіхів
Нового Року

ХРИСТОС РОЖДАЄТЬСЯ!
 За дирекцію ОУА,

Олег Лопатинський, голова
Володимир Сафіян, касир
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Наукове Toвариство ім. Шевченка 
в Америці

б а ж а є

всім членам нашої громади

Радісних Свят 
Різдва Христового,
доброго і успішного
Нового 2018 року

ХРИСТОС РОДИВСЯ!

Запрошуємо Вас
на наші конференції й доповіді

ДИРЕКЦІЯ ПЛАСТОВОЇ ФУНДАЦІЇ В НЮ-ЙОРКУ

бажає 

своїм членам, фундаторам, добродіям, жертводавцям,
Начальному Пластунові, пластовим проводам, проводам

Пласт-Прияту, пластункам і пластунам
та всій українській громаді

ВЕСЕЛИХ СВЯТ
РІЗДВА ХРИСТОВОГО

та
ЩАСЛИВОГО НОВОГО РОКУ!

To all our Families and Friends here at 
home and abroad, 

we  wish You a

Merry Christmas
and a

Happy New Year!

Ukrainian American Bar Association
www.uaba.org

З РІЗДВОМ ХРИСТОВИМ і НОВИМ РОКОМ
щиро вітаємо

всіх наших членів і прихильників

та бажаємо

Веселих Свят і
Щасливого Нового Року

дякуємо всім за кожночасну підтримку.

  ПРЕЗИДІЯ
  УКРАЇНСЬКОЇ АМЕРИКАНСЬКОЇ
  КООРДИНАЦІЙНОЇ РАДИ
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Христос Рождається!

УКРАЇНСЬКА 
ШКІЛЬНА РАДА

в і т а є

з Різдвом Христовим і Новим 2018 роком

Ієрархів та Духовенство Українських Церков, наші шкільні,
молодечі і громадські організації та весь український 

народ на рідних землях і на поселеннях.

За Крайову Управу СУМ,
Леся Гаргай - Голова
Мирон Приймак - Секретар

KРАЙОВА УПРАВА 
СПІЛКИ УКРАЇНСЬКОЇ МОЛОДІ В АМЕРИЦІ

бажає
Ієрархам Українських Церков, 

Президентові України Петрові Порошенкові, 
Світовій Управі СУМ, всім Управам Осередків 
та Булавам Відділів Юнацтва СУМ, членам 

і прихильникам та Українському 
Народові в Україні і в діяспорі

мирних і радісних свят

РІЗДВА ХРИСТОВОГО та ЩАСЛИВОГО НОВОГО РОКУ

ХРИСТОС РОЖДАЄТЬСЯ!              СЛАВІМ ЙОГО!

Orphans’ Aid Society
25 years of service

www.oasukraine.org
oasnyo@gmail.com

To our members, supporters 
and the Ukrainian community, we wish you 

a joyous Christmas 
and a Blessed New Year

Т-во Допомоги Сиротам 
в Україні

25 років допомоги

Щиро вітаємо наших членів, 
прихильників та Українську громаду 

з Різдвом Христовим 
та Новим Роком

СТАНИЧНА СТАРШИНА
ПЛАСТОВОЇ СТАНИЦІ

В НЬЮ-ЙОРКУ

бажає

УКРАЇНСЬКІЙ ГРОМАДІ, ПЛАСТОВІЙ ФУНДАЦІЇ,
СВОЇМ ЖЕРТВОДАВЦЯМ ТА УСІМ ПЛАСТУНАМ І 

ПРИЯТЕЛЯМ ПЛАСТУ

ВЕСЕЛИХ СВЯТ
ТА

ЩАСЛИВОГО НОВОГО РОКУ

CHRIST IS BORN! 
Ukrainian Congress Committee of America
203 Second Avenue,
New York, NY 10002
ucca@ucca.org

GLORY TO CHRIST!
Ukrainian National Information Service

311 Massachusetts Avenue, N.E.
Washington, DC 20002

unis@ucca.orgWebsite: www.ucca.org

� e Executive Board of the 
Ukrainian Congress Committee of America

would like to wish you a very

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR
May this holiday season bring God’s blessing upon all Ukrainians, particularly now during this critical time 
in Ukraine. We especially ask that the Lord continue to provide our brethren in Ukraine with the fortitude to 

continue their struggle to protect Ukraine’s territorial integrity and live in a democratic and European country.

And may the New Year bring health, happiness and peace to all.

2 East 79th Street, New York, NY 10075
212-288-8660 ∙ mail@ukrainianinstitute.org

www.ukrainianinstitute.org

Warmest Wishes 

for a Joyous Christmas
and a 

Happy & Healthy New Year
to all our Members, their Families and our Friends

from the Board of Directors of the
Ukrainian Institute of America
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УКРАЇНСЬКА СПОРТОВА ЦЕНТРАЛЯ 
АМЕРИКИ І КАНАДИ

б а ж а є

членам і ланковим Управи УСЦАК та їхнім 
родинам,проводам спортових і молодечих 
організаацій, нашим друзям-спортовцям 

в Україні, всім щирим прихильникам 
українського організованого 

спорту в діяспорі

ВЕСЕЛИХ СВЯТ ТА ЩАСЛИВОГО
І ЗДОРОВОГО НОВОГО РОКУ

ХРИСТОС   РОЖДАЄТЬСЯ!
     УПРАВА УСЦАК

 З нагоди Різдва Христового 
       та 
          Нового 2018 Року

Екзекутива та Рада Директорів
Злученого Українського Американського Допомогового Комітету

шле щирий привіт і святочні побажання Ієрархам і духовенству 
Українських Церков, нашим добродіям і жертводавцям, членам 

ЗУАДК-у і всім нашим братам і сестрам по цілому світі.
 Нехай Всемогучий Господь обдарує всіх щедрими ласками.

Христос Родився!   Славім Його!
Екзекутива ЗУАДК-у

    
       

United Ukrainian American Relief Committee, Inc.
1206 Cottman Ave,  Philadelphia, PA 19111
Tel.  215-728-1630  •   Fax.  215-728-1631

e-mail:  uuarc@verizon.net   •   web site:  www.uuarc.org

Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year 

to all our family, friends and clients.

DUNWOODIE  TRAVEL  BUREAU
125 Corporate Blvd., Ste 300, Yonkers, NY 10701

800-550-4334 • 914-969-4200 • FAX: (914) 969-2108
e-mail: alesia@dunwoodietravel.com

Ukrainian Selfreliance 
New England Federal Credit Union

wishes you 
a Merry Christmas 

and a New Year � lled
with peace and happiness!

21 SILAS DEANE HIGHWAY, WETHERSFIELD, CT 06109-1238 PHONES 860-296-4714 • 800-405-4714  FAX 860-296-3499

WESTFIELD BRANCH •103 NORTH ELM STREET, WESTFIELD, MA 01085 • PHONE 413-568-4948  FAX 413-568-4747
NEW BRITAIN BRANCH • 270 BROAD STREET, NEW BRITAIN, CT 06053 • PHONE 860-801-6095  FAX 860-801-6120

VISIT OUR WEB SITE AT: WWW.USNEFCU.COM

  
Веселих Свят Різдва Христового

та
 Щасливого Нового Року

родині, приятелям і знайомим
б а ж а ю т ь

АННА і СТЕФАН МАКУХИ
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Yaroslaw and  Karen Chelak
Moye Handling Systems, Inc

39 Rt 206 Box 785, Somerville, NJ 08876
908/526-5010 • f 908/707-1686 • www.hoistdepot.com

Greetings and Best Wishes 
for a 

Merry Christmas 
and a 

Happy New Year

Христос Раждається!

ВEСЕЛИХ СВЯТ РІЗДВА ХРИСТОВОГО
ТА ЩАСЛИВОГО НОВОГО РОКУ

нашим покупцям і приятелям
бажає

ЕAST VILLAGE MEAT MARKET
M.Ю. БАЧИНСЬКИЙ

139 2nd Avenue (between 8th and 9th Streets) New York City  •  Tel.: (212) 228-5590

Найбільший у Ню-Йорку український м’ясний магазин пропонує широкий вибір вуджених домашніх 
ковбас та свіжовиготовлених гарячих і холодних виробів української та европейської кухні.

¤ e � nest home-made American and European-style food.

Радісних Свят
Різдва Христового

та 
Щасливого Нового Року

Родині, Приятелям та Клієнтам

бажають

Зеня Брожина
з сином Олесем з дружиною Христею

 і дітьми Матеєм і Христіяном
та сином Романом з дружиною Ренею
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З Новим Роком!
З Новим щастям!
Із Різдвом Христовим.
Хай задумане – удасться,
Нехай Боже слово
Оберегом для Вас буде
Добрі, рідні, щирі люди! 

2200 Route 10 West, Suite 109, Parsippany, NJ 07054
Tel.: 973 538-3888 • Fax: 973 538-3899

Будьмо ближче до України!

щиро здоровлять
РОДИНУ, ДРУЗІВ і ВСЮ УКРАЇНСЬКУ 

ГРОМАДУ

МИХАЙЛО СТАЩИШИН
з родиною

      власник фірми

INTERNATIONAL TR ADE, LTD
e-mail: roxolanaltd@roxolana.com
web: www.roxolana.com

Ukrainian American 
Cultural Center of New Jersey

60 North Je� erson Road, Whippany, NJ 07981

wishes

MERRY CHRISTMAS 
and

A HAPPY NEW YEAR
to all its members, guests, patrons 

and the entire Ukrainian community.

Christ is Born! Glorify Him!

For 60 years we have treated our guests to the most delicious 
traditional Ukrainian cuisine. If you cannot visit Ukraine, 
visit us in New York’s East Village, sample our dishes, and 

enjoy the past and present of our neighborhood. 

We are awaiting you!
Traditional Ukrainian dishes 

in the center of the East Village

Veselka Restaurant
Wishes all its patrons

Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year

Veselka Restaurant
144 2nd Avenue, New York, NY 10003
212-228-9682 F 212-505-6950
www.veselka.com

twitter         @veselkanyc
instagram   #veselkanyc
facebook     /veselkanyc

 Федеральна Кредитова Кооператива
        СУМА в Йонкерсі, Н. Й.
       разом зі своїми філіями

вітає

Всіх своїх шановних членів, приятелів та українську громаду
в Йонкерсі, Н. Й., Спрінґ Валі, Н. Й., Стемфорді, Кон.,

Ню-Гейвені, Кон. та околицях

З Радісним Святом

РІЗДВА ХРИСТОВОГО
і з НОВИМ РОКОМ

Бажаємо усім доброго здоров’я, миру і спокою,
успіхів у житті та праці на добро українського народу.

ХРИСТОС РОДИВСЯ!    СЛАВІМ ЙОГО!

Члени Дирекції, комісії та працівники Федеральної
Кредитової Кооперативи СУМА.

SUMA (YONKERS) FEDERAL CREDIT UNION
125 Corporate Blvd.
Yonkers, NY 10701

914-220-4900
www.sumafcu.org
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ВЕСЕЛИХ СВЯТ
та

ЩАСЛИВОГО НОВОГО РОКУ
бажають

ДАНИЛО БУЗЕТА – директор 
та родина ДМИТРИК

Peter Jarema Funeral Home
129 East 7th St. (between 1st & Ave. “A“), 

New York, NY 10009
212 674-2568

Модерні й охолоджувані каплиці

Ukrainian East Village
Restaurant

wishes its guests, patrons  
and the Ukrainian community,

a joyous Christmas 
and a Blessed New Year

140 2nd Ave.,  New York, NY 10003  •  Tel. 212 614-3283

ОЛЕГ ЛАЗІРКО з дружиною ГАНУСЕЮ,
донею ХРИСТИНОЮ і сином АНДРІЄМ

НАТАЛКА ЛАЗІРКО ФАРРЕЛ з донею ІВАНКОЮ

OLYMPIC COMMUNITY MARKET
122 40th Street, Irvington, NJ

Tel.: (973) 375-3181 • Fax: (973) 375-2027

ВЕСЕЛИХ СВЯТ РІЗДВА ХРИСТОВОГО
та 

ЩАСЛИВОГО НОВОГО РОКУ

КЛІЄНТАМ, ЗНАЙОМИМ і РОДИНІ

бажають

власники м’ясної крамниці

 „OLYMPIC COMMUNITY MARKET“

OF 12TH STREET 
RESTAURANT

Over 100 Years of Italian 
HOME COOKING

302 East 12th Street (near 2nd Ave.), New York, NY 10003
Tel.: 212-475-9531

Merry Christmas 

and a Happy new Year 

to 

the patrons of

       Щиросердечні побажання

   РАДІСНИХ СВЯТ 
    РІЗДВА ХРИСТОВОГО

   та 
ЩАСЛИВОГО НОВОГО РОКУ

для української громади

 з а с и л а є

DNIPRO LLC.
Tel.: (908) 241-2190 • (888) 336-4776

         ХРИСТОС РОЖДАЄТЬСЯ!

Веселих Свят 
та Щасливого Нового Року

б а ж а є

УКРАЇНСЬКОМУ ГРОМАДЯНСТВУ

ЛИТВИН І ЛИТВИН
УКРАЇНСЬКЕ ПОХОРОННЕ ЗАВЕДЕННЯ

UNION FUNERAL HOME

1600 Stuyvesant Ave. (corner Stanley Terr.), Union, NJ 07083
(908) 964-4222

Український народ у вільній Україні, Ієрархію і Духовенство
Українських Церков, Проводи українських організацій в Україні 

та в діяспорі, Українську світову Кооперативну Раду та 
Централю Українських Кооператив Америки, всіх своїх 

членів, їхні родини та все українське громадянство

З РІЗДВОМ ХРИСТОВИМ І НОВИМ РОКОМ

ХРИСТОС РОЖДАЄТЬСЯ!

Cleveland Selfreliance FCU
6108 State Road, Parma, Ohio 44134           (440) 884-9111
3010 Charleston Ave., Loraion, Ohio 44055          (440) 277-1901
5553 Whipple Ave., # F, N. Canton, Ohio 44720           (330) 305-0989

C S F C U

ФЕДЕРАЛЬНА КРЕДИТОВА 
КООПЕРАТИВА „САМОПОМІЧ“

у Клівленді, Огайо 
з радістю вітає

РАДІСНИХ СВЯТ РІЗДВА ХРИСТОВОГО 
та ЩАСЛИВОГО НОВОГО 2018 РОКУ

РОДИНІ, ПРИЯТЕЛЯМ І КЛІЄНТАМ
 

бажають власники

А РКИ
МАРІЙКА і  МИКОЛА ДРОБЕНКО

 з дітьми 

89 E. 2nd Street, (near 1st Ave.)
New York, NY 10009
Tel.: (212) 473-3550
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Through Art exhibit, “CIM,” featuring seven artists from the
January 28 New York area, Ukrainian Institute of Modern Art, 
Chicago  www.uima-chicago.org or 773-227-5522

December 17 Christmas concert by the Ukrainian Chorus Dumka of 
Whippany, NJ New York, Ukrainian American Cultural Center of 
 New Jersey, www.dumka.org 

December 23 Koliady Evening, Ukrainian Institute of America, 
New York www.ukrainianinstitute.org or 212-288-8660

December 29 Christmas concert, featuring the choir from the 
Orlando, FL Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary Ukrainian 
 Catholic Church, Epcot Center, 954-818-6101

December 30-31 New Year’s Eve weekend, Soyuzivka Heritage Center,
Kerhonkson, NY www.soyuzivka.com

December 31 New Year’s Eve celebration, with music by Hrim,
New York Ukrainian Institute of America,
 www.ukrainianinstitute.org or 212-288-8660

January 6 Traditional Ukrainian Christmas dinner, Austin Texas 
Austin, TX Ukrainians, Blackhawk Amenity Center, 
 www.facebook.com/events/144461876300363

January 13 Malanka celebration, Ukrainian National Women’s 
Santa Clara, CA League of America – San Jose Branch, Ukrainian Catholic
 Center of St. Volodymyr, www.eventbrite.com

January 13 Malanka celebration, Assumption of the Blessed Virgin 
Ottawa Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral, 
 malanka2018ottawa@gmail.com or 613-222-7373

January 13 Malanka celebration, Ukrainian Youth Association in
Mississauga, ON Canada, Mississauga Convention Center, 416-554-6779 
 or  www.cymmalanka.com

January 13 Malanka dinner and dance, Hyatt Place, 
Dallas/Ft. Worth, TX www.uast.org

January 14 Christmas concert by the Ukrainian Chorus Dumka,  
New York St. George Ukrainian Catholic Church, www.dumka.org

January 20 Ukrainian Debutante Ball, Taras Shevchenko School of 
Washington Ukrainian Studies and The Washington Group, Omni 
 Shoreham Hotel, zabavadc@gmail.com

January 20 Montreal Malanka, co-hosted by the Ukrainian Youth 
Montreal Association in Canada and Plast Ukrainian Scouting 
 Organization, Le Chateaubriand, 514-774-8428 or 
 514-887-2094

January 20 Toronto Malanka, “Moulin Rouge,” Plast Ukrainian
Toronto Scouting Organization, Liberty Grand,
 torontoplastmalanka@gmail.com

January 20 Presentation of Debutantes, Newark Branch of Plast 
Whippany, NJ Ukrainian Scouting Organization, Hanover Marriott,
 plastnewarkdeb2018@gmail.com or 973-538-8811

January 20-21 International Conference, “The Ukrainian Central Rada 
New York and the Proclamation of Ukraine’s Independence in 
 1918,” Shevchenko Scientific Society, Ukrainian 
 Academy of Arts and Sciences and the Ukrainian 
 Institute of America, 212-228-8660

January 26-28 The New York Times Travel Show, U.S.-Ukraine 
New York Foundation, Jacob K. Javits Center, info@usukraine.org

January 27 Presentation of Debutantes “Chervona Kalyna,” Plast 
East Rutherford, NJ Ukrainian Scouting Organization, Hilton Meadowlands, 
 www.kalynadeb.org or 866-295-8986

Entries in “Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to events 
advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome submissions 
from all our readers. Items will be published at the discretion of the editors 
and as space allows. Please send e-mail to mdubas@ukrweekly.com.

Mr. Michael Lozynsky was a resident of Boston, MA.

JACQUES HNIZDOVSKY
 PRINTS  DRAWINGS  PAINTINGS
William Greenbaum Fine Prints has been in business now 
for more than 50 years. We currently have 40 signed prints 
by Mr. Hnizdovsky for sale and we are seeking to purchase 

more of his prints as well as his drawings and paintings.

ALL PRINTS NOW ILLUSTRATED ONLINE AT:
 www.greenbaumprints.com

Please email us at wng@greenbaumprints.com
or phone us at 508-284-7036. 

William Greenbaum Fine Prints
98 South Street

Rockport, MA 01966 
Open By Appointment 

Member: International Fine Print Dealers Association
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This limited-time offer 
is available now through 

January 14, 2018,
 for new subscriptions.

This limited-time offer This limited-time offer This limited-time offer 
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