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by Michael J. Abramowitz

Political rights and civil liberties around 
the world deteriorated to their lowest point 
in more than a decade in 2017, extending a 
period characterized by emboldened auto-
crats, beleaguered 
democracies and the 
United States’ with-
drawal from its lead-
ership role in the 
global struggle for 
human freedom.

Democracy is in 
crisis. The values it 
embodies – particu-
larly the right to 
choose leaders in 
free and fair elec-
tions, freedom of the 
press, and the rule of 
law – are under 
a s s a u l t  a n d  i n 
retreat globally.

A quarter-century ago, at the end of the 
Cold War, it appeared that totalitarianism 
had at last been vanquished and liberal 
democracy had won the great ideological 
battle of the 20th century.

Today, it is democracy that finds itself 
battered and weakened. For the 12th con-
secutive year, according to Freedom in the 
World, countries that suffered democratic 
setbacks outnumbered those that regis-
tered gains. States that a decade ago 

seemed like promis-
ing success stories – 
Turkey and Hungary, 
for example – are slid-
ing into authoritarian 
rule. The military in 
M ya n m a r,  w h i c h 
began a limited demo-
cratic opening in 
2010, executed a 
shocking campaign of 
ethnic cleansing in 
2017 and rebuffed 
international criticism 
o f  i t s  a c t i o n s . 
M e a n w h i l e ,  t h e 
world’s most power-

ful democracies are mired in seemingly 
intractable problems at home, including 
social and economic disparities, partisan 
fragmentation, terrorist attacks, and an 

Freedom House reports:
Democracy is in crisis

Freedom House has released its annual report on freedom around the globe, noting 
that 45 percent of the world’s countries are ranked as free, 30 percent as partly free 
and 25 percent as not free. Following are excerpts from the main essay by the presi-
dent of Freedom House that introduces Freedom in the World 2018. 

(Continued on page 15)

by Mark Raczkiewycz

KYIV – Ukraine must service more than 
$21 billion of debt over the next two years 
as it struggles to further unlock a $17.5 bil-
lion economic recovery lending program 
with the International Monetary Fund that 
has been hampered by compliancy issues. 

Kyiv has eschewed the principal demand 
of Western backers and lenders to create 
an anti-graft corruption court, among other 
requirements, in order to access cheaper 
credit. Meanwhile, Ukraine has the distinc-
tion of being the slowest performing econ-
omy in Europe in 2017. 

The country’s nominal gross domestic 
product (GDP) reached $110 billion, climb-
ing only 2 percent, in what economists and 
business associations attribute to official 
reluctance to strengthen the judiciary and 
instill the rule of law that would enable 
secure investments. 

An end-of-year survey by the local chap-
ter of the American Chamber of Commerce 
(ACCU) of 184 respondents found that the 
“most corrupt state institutions are the 
courts,” according to 71 percent of those 
polled. 

“Corruption remains a problem for the 
business community in Ukraine,” said Andy 
Hunder, ACCU president, commenting on 
the survey’s findings. “Eighty-nine percent 
of respondents believe that combating cor-
ruption is a priority for improving 

Ukraine’s business climate… the creation of 
[an] anti-corruption court remains a priori-
ty for 2018, with the business community’s 
expectations of eliminating corruption seen 
as a key to economic growth and foreign 
direct investment attraction.”

Foreign direct investment, a chief multi-
plier effect for any economy that creates 
jobs and improves industry, was about 2 
percent of GDP last year, according to the 
Finance Ministry.

Kyiv derailed off the IMF’s lending pro-
gram in the first quarter of 2017, mainly 
because of stalled reforms. It had achieved 
macroeconomic stability in the last four 
months of 2016, which saw the economy 
grow by nearly 5 percent over the same 
period year-on-year. 

Therefore, “the trajectory of reform poli-
cy in 2018 is yet unclear,” the German 
Advisory Group Ukraine wrote in its January 
newsletter. “The leverage of the IMF and 
international donors has significantly weak-
ened after the country’s successful macro-
economic stabilization… Ukrainian politi-
cians are already preparing themselves for 
the [presidential and parliamentary] elec-
tion campaign in 2019; this considerably 
reduces the will for further reforms.”

Among other lending-disbursement 
requirements, Kyiv was supposed to raise 
consumer natural gas prices to keep them 

As Kyiv skirts reforms, public
faces higher borrowing costs

(Continued on page 14)

Chicago community marks centennial of Ukraine’s independence proclamation
by Marta Farion

CHICAGO – Chicago’s Ukrainian commu-
nity marked the 100th anniversary of the 
January 22, 1918, historic date when 
Ukraine’s Central Rada, headed by histori-
an Mykhailo Hrushevsky, declared inde-
pendence and broke ties with Russia. The 
Central Rada evolved into the fundamental 
governing institution of the Ukrainian 
National Republic and established the 
precedent for Ukraine’s parliamentary 
democracy and national independence that 
formed the basis for national identity 
throughout the 20th century, and the decla-
ration of independence after the dissolu-
tion of the Soviet Union.

In noting the importance of this date as 
defining Ukraine, Vitaly Portnikov recently 
wrote, “Contemporary Ukraine, our coun-
try, was established 100 years ago as a 
political nation. It is this last century that is 
the most significant lever in the fate of the 
Ukrainian nation and in the lives of all peo-
ple who live in Ukraine.” 

A celebration of the event, also known as 
Ukraine’s Day of Unity, was organized by 
the Illinois Division of the Ukrainian 
Congress Committee of America. The 
Ukrainian Cultural Center was filled on 
January 28 with members of the communi-
ty and special guests. Ihor Diaczun, presi-
dent of UCCA Illinois Division, welcomed 
the distinguished guests and supporters 
who attended, including the main speakers, 
Bishop Benedict Aleksiychuk of the 
Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy of Chicago and 
attorney Alina Shpak, vice-president of the 
Institute of National Remembrance, who 
traveled from Ukraine for the occasion. 

Congressmen Mike Quigley and Danny 
Davis, both Demcrats of Illinois, delivered 
eloquent speeches noting the commitment 
of the Ukrainian community in the United 
States and the perseverance of the 
Ukrainian people in the quest for freedom 
and democracy. They encouraged strong 
participation in promoting defense for 
Ukraine at this crucial time. Alina Shpak and Bishop Benedict Aleksiychuk, the main speakers at Chicago’s cele-

bration of Ukraine’s independence proclamation of January 22, 1918, are seen with 
Congressmen Danny Davis (left) and Mike Quigley (right).

Marta Farion

(Continued on page 15)

Over the period since 
the 12-year global 
slide in freedom 
began in 2006, 113 
countries have seen 
a net decline and 
only 62 have experi-
enced a net improve-
ment.
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U.S.: Russia ‘perpetuating’ war in Ukraine

The U.S. Mission to the Organization for 
Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) 
on February 1 issued a harshly worded 
statement accusing Russia of “ongoing viola-
tions of international law” in Ukraine. The 
statement posted online said Moscow’s 
“aggression” in eastern Ukraine has resulted 
in “the ongoing conflict that has cost the lives 
of over 10,000 Ukrainians.” It again called on 
Moscow “and its proxies” to allow interna-
tional humanitarian assistance into the con-
flict areas. “If Russia wants to help address 
the humanitarian crisis it created, it should… 
contribute to the U.N.’s Humanitarian 
Response Plan,” the statement said. The U.S. 
statement also expressed concern for those 
“brave enough to speak out against Russia’s 
occupation of Crimea,” particularly Crimean 
Tatars. It said Crimean Tatars are persecuted 
“with impunity” and cited “ongoing raid on 
Tatar homes” and arrests “on trumped-up 
charges.” The U.S. statement noted that 
Russian officials have said the conflict in 
Ukraine is tantamount to a “civil war,” but 
“We all know the truth – the brutal war in 
Donbas is fomented and perpetuated by 
Russia.” The statement concluded by saying: 
“We do not, nor will we ever, recognize 
Russia’s occupation and purported annexa-
tion of Crimea. Crimea-related sanctions on 
Russia will remain in place until Russia 
returns full control of the peninsula to 
Ukraine.” (RFE/RL)

Thousands demand president resign 

Several thousand people have marched 
through the center of the Ukrainian capital 
to call for President Petro Poroshenko’s res-
ignation. Police said the February 4 demon-
stration organized by opposition politician 
Mikheil Saakashvili’s Movement of New 
Forces party attracted 2,500 people, but 
local reports said up to 5,000 people partic-
ipated. Addressing the demonstration, Mr. 
Saakashvili said the event marked the 
beginning of a campaign to “dismantle this 
rotten and corrupt system,” adding, “And 
Poroshenko’s resignation is only the first 
step.” A protester told RFE/RL, “The people 
who have ascended to the government in 
our country do not deliver on people’s 
demands”; he called for Mr. Poroshenko’s 
impeachment and his “whole corrupt gov-

ernment to go away.” The protester said 
that “nothing has been done from what 
people called for” during the Euro-Maidan 
protests that pushed Moscow-friendly 
President Viktor Yanukovych out in 2014 
and brought Mr. Poroshenko to power. 
Organizers of the “March for the Future” 
also called for early parliamentary elections 
and the formation of a new government. 
The demonstrators adopted a resolution 
calling for nationwide rallies on February 
18, lawmaker Yuriy Derevyanko said. The 
participants in the protest marched from 
Kyiv’s Shevchenko Park to European 
Square, where they held a rally, holding 
Ukrainian flags and red-and-black party 
banners and shouting slogans such as 
“Resignation” and “Ukraine without oli-
garchs.” About 2,000 law enforcement offi-
cers were deployed to the capital ahead of 
the rally. No incidents were reported. (RFE/
RL’s Ukrainian Service)

Poroshenko: Polish bill ‘unacceptable’ 

Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko 
says he is “deeply concerned” by a Polish bill 
that accuses some Ukrainians of collaborat-
ing with Nazi Germany, calling it “categori-
cally unacceptable.” He made his comments 
on Facebook on February 1, hours after the 
Polish Senate passed legislative amend-
ments regulating speech related to the 
Holocaust and to other Nazi-era crimes. The 
United States, Israel and others have sharply 
criticized the bill, which subjects anyone 
who accuses Poland or its people of com-
plicity in Nazi crimes to criminal prosecu-
tion and a possible prison sentence of up to 
three years. In addition to Nazi and 
“Communist” crimes, the bill also refers to 
“crimes committed by Ukrainian national-
ists and members of Ukrainian units collab-
orating with the Third Reich.” It defines 
those alleged crimes as “acts committed by 
Ukrainian nationalists between 1925 and 
1950 which involved the use of violence, ter-
ror or other human rights violations against 
individuals or population groups.” That ref-
erence encompasses a period between the 
two world wars when parts of what is now 
western Ukraine were in Poland. The Polish 
bill is aimed at “protecting the reputation” of 
Poland and its people, according to the lan-

(Continued on page 12)

 ANALYSIS

by Ihor Fedyk
Eurasia Daily Monitor

As the presidential election in Russia 
draws nearer, the Kremlin is looking for 
ways to build a case for lifting or weakening 
Western sanctions. Specifically, the Russian 
government has been trying to demon-
strate a purported readiness to engage in 
dialogue over the “Ukrainian issue.” Yet, the 
essence of all of the Kremlin’s “peaceful” 
maneuvers is to extract concessions from 
the other side while avoiding giving up any-
thing on the Russian side.

On the international front, Russia’s situa-
tion remains difficult: The European Union 
has extended its economic sanctions for 
another six months (Ukrinform, December 
15, 2017); the United States is considering 
the imposition of sanctions on Vladimir 
Putin’s closest associates (Ekho Moskvy, 
November 28, 2017); last fall, the United 
Nations General Assembly approved an 
updated resolution that once again con-
demned the occupation of the Crimean pen-
insula and rejected Russian attempts to 
legitimize its annexation (UNIAN, December 
19, 2017); while the Parliamentary 
Assembly of the Council of Europe (PACE) 
adopted a strict declaration against 
Moscow’s intentions to return to the organi-
zation (Tyzhden.ua, December 15, 2017). 

Russia’s problems in the international 
arena are aggravated by the difficult eco-
nomic situation domestically, perhaps most 
clearly illustrated in recent months by the 
depletion of the Reserve Fund (RIA 
Novosti, January 1).

Taken together, the above-mentioned 
economic challenges and diplomatic set-
backs have been motivating the Kremlin to 
seek a way out of this situation, which 
threatens the popularity of the ruling 
regime and the legitimacy of both its inter-
nal and foreign policy decisions. In these 
conditions, Ukraine remains one of the only 
areas where some kind of improvement 
can be found. Therefore, it is not surprising 
that the Kremlin has lately been demon-
strating exceptional capacity for “peaceful” 
action and a readiness for dialogue on the 
“Ukrainian issue.”

To establish its supposed good will, last 
year Mr. Putin proposed launching an inter-
national peacekeeping mission to the terri-
tory of occupied Donbas. However, Russia 
mandated that this force only “protect” the 
Special Monitoring Mission of the 
Organization for Security and Cooperation 
in Europe already present along the Donbas 
frontline and not be allowed to monitor the 
occupied portion of the Ukrainian-Russian 
border. This made the Russian proposal 
completely unacceptable to both Ukraine 
and the West (see Eurasia Daily Monitor, 
September 22, 2017).

However, on January 18, the Ukrainian 
national legislature, the Verkhovna Rada, 
adopted the law on the occupied territories 
(Law No. 7163), which, inter alia, officially 
denotes Russia as an aggressor in the con-
flict. This designation automatically pre-
cludes Moscow’s participation in any poten-
tial future peacekeeping arrangement in the 
Donbas (Pravda.com.ua, January 18, 2018).

It should be noted that the passage of Law 
No. 7163 was not at all unexpected. Indeed, 
for months, the Kremlin had attempted to 
derail the adoption of this legislation while 
simultaneously promoting peacekeeping 
initiatives that would meet Russian inter-
ests, even if Moscow would not directly take 
part. In a poignant example of the latter 
approach, Belarusian Foreign Affairs 
Minister Vladimir Makei, speaking at a joint 
press conference with his Russian counter-

part, Sergei Lavrov, declared last November 
that Belarus would be ready to send peace-
keepers to the Donbas (Belta.by, November 
15, 2017; see EDM, November 28, 2017). A 
member of the Collective Security Treaty 
Organization (CSTO), Belarus is perhaps 
Russia’s closest ally and military partner.

Despite the unacceptability of such 
Kremlin initiatives for Kyiv and Washington, 
Mr. Putin will likely continue to press in this 
direction, in particular by involving Russia’s 
satellites within the CSTO in this process. 
The latest case in point may have been the 
recent meeting in Washington of 
Kazakhstan’s leader, Nursultan Nazarbayev, 
with U.S. President Donald Trump.

During the meeting, Mr. Trump noted 
that negotiations on the Donbas could be 
moved from Minsk to another place (see 
EDM, January 29). And according to Today.
kz, the Kazakhstani president replied, “Let it 
be in Kazakhstan, as it should have been 
from the very beginning.” Mr. Nazarbayev 
reportedly added that he spoke with his U.S. 
host about sanctions against Russia, though 
he did not elaborate further (Gordonua.
com, January 19). Given this, it is quite pos-
sible that, during his visit to the United 
States, Mr. Nazarbayev served as an inter-
locutor between the Kremlin and the White 
House. Likewise, Astana’s readiness to host 
a negotiating group on the settlement of the 
situation in the Donbas was almost certain-
ly preliminarily agreed upon with Moscow.

Ukraine, already accustomed to the 
Kremlin’s diplomatic maneuvers regarding 
the bilateral conflict, was not particularly 
enthusiastic about the proposal to change 
the venue for ceasefire talks from Minsk to 
Astana. “In fact, the place of the format is 
not very important. What is important is 
the fact that we have not moved forward in 
our process,” said Ukrainian Foreign Affairs 
Minister Pavlo Klimkin (Korrespondent.
net, January 20).

In another feigned gesture of goodwill 
this past month, Mr. Putin declared that 
Russia would be willing to return all 
Ukrainian weapons and naval vessels cap-
tured during the takeover of Crimea 
(Interfax, January 11). In fact, the return of 
those weapons, which the Russian military 
has been systematically destroying since 
April 2014 (5.ua, February 27, 2017), would 
have no real impact on the Ukrainian mili-
tary’s present-day capabilities. On the con-
trary, these returned ships, in particular, 
would bring with them unacceptable finan-
cial costs for storage, repair and refurbish-
ment. At the same time, this process could 
put Ukraine in a position of newfound 
dependence on Russia, while giving Mr. 
Putin a false pretext under which to seek the 
easing of U.S. and European Union sanctions.

The Ukrainian reaction was far from 
appreciative. The Russian president was 
offered a simple option: the ships should be 
returned along with the stolen territory 
(Nv.ua,January 12).

Despite the failure of the aforementioned 
diplomatic initiatives by Moscow, and given 
Russia’s current unfavorable situation, simi-
lar such “peaceful” ideas will likely continue 
to be put forward by the Kremlin as the pres-
idential elections approach ever closer. At the 
same time, Ukraine needs to prepare itself 
for the fact that after Mr. Putin’s expected re-
election in March, Russian pressure is likely 
to return in full force. Thus, Ukraine should 
take the present opportunity to prepare for a 
possible new Russian “march to Kyiv.”

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

Kremlin employing ‘peaceful’ tactics
to encourage West to lift sanctions
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Has the scare in Moscow over the U.S. ‘Kremlin List’ evaporated?

Independent Ukraine’s first astronaut in space, Leonid Kadenyuk, 67

by Pavel K. Baev
Eurasia Daily Monitor  

The paramount news in Moscow last 
week was the U.S. Treasury Department’s 
release of the long-expected report on 
senior Russian political figures and oli-
garchs – the so-called “Kremlin List” (see 
Eurasia Daily Monitor, February 1). The list 
was mandated by the Countering America’s 
Adversaries Through Sanctions Act 
(CAATSA), signed by President Donald 
Trump last August. 

Russian President Vladimir Putin tried to 
shrug off the naming of 114 officials from 
his administration and the government; 
whereas the prevalent feeling among the 96 
listed Russian oligarchs was relief (RBC, 
January 30). The longer-than-expected 
Kremlin List appears to have been compiled 
so superficially as to be all but meaningless. 

In a peculiar way, the publication of this 
report coincided with a ruling by the Court 
of Arbitration for Sport (CAS), which can-
celed the doping ban for 28 Russian ath-
letes imposed by the International Olympic 
Committee (IOC). This action by the CAS 
had the effect of restoring Russia as the 
medal tally winner of the 2014 Sochi 
Winter Olympics – an outcome greeted 
with great fanfare in the Russian media 
(Novaya Gazeta, February 1).

Nonetheless, the Treasury Department 
report remained the key theme for Russian 
commentary throughout the week. Some 
editorials described its effect as comic rath-
er than dramatic and compared it to “car-
pet bombing” (Vedomosti, January 30). 
Others speculated about the “secret part” of 
the report and discussed Washington-
based analyst Anders Åslund’s assertion 
(Atlanticcouncil.org, January 30) that a 
more narrow-focused list had been 
replaced by the all-inclusive one (RBC, 
January 31). Meanwhile, some opinions 
attributed the apparent lack of solid 
research that went into the report to the 

Trump administration’s presumed irrita-
tion with the U.S. Congress interfering in 
the executive branch’s policy-making; these 
sources duly described the escalating polit-
ical squabbles around the “Russian connec-
tion” being investigated by Special Counsel 
Robert Mueller (Moscow Echo, February 2). 

All agreed, however, that the disappoint-
ing report was not the end of the story and 
pondered Washington’s further actions and 
counter-actions.

The Russian business elite remains under 
severe stress, which had been building since 
the approval of CAATSA (Forbes.ru, January 
26). The U.S. Treasury’s recommendation 
not to introduce new sanctions against 
Russian sovereign debt and derivatives 
because of possible widespread negative 
fallout is not necessarily good news for the 
oligarchs, who have good reason to assume 
that they may ultimately be selectively tar-
geted instead (Kommersant, February 3). 
For some of them it is already too late to 
worry about their reputation; but most 
expect new complications in doing business, 
particularly with Asian counterparts 
(Kommersant, February 2). The hundred or 
so Russian billionaires explicitly named by 
the Kremlin List are less concerned about 
the investment climate in Russia and worry 
more about the safety of their prudently 
evacuated assets in Western “safe havens.”

Alexei Navalny, a leader of the anti-Putin 
opposition and a fearless campaigner 
against corruption, added to these fears by 
suggesting that the list gives Western finan-
cial institutions good reason to look deeper 
into the origins of some of the most suspi-
cious Russian family fortunes (Navalny.com, 
January 30). Direct monetary losses are still 
negligible, but the denial of respectability is 
a blow for many oligarchs who invested 
heavily in order to cover up the corruption 
connected to their immense wealth. Thus, 
they may now have to budget for unprece-
dented fresh scrutiny, which could treat 
even their clean profits as toxic (Novaya 

Gazeta, January 30). Such collective punish-
ment, instead of sowing doubt and discord 
among the elites, might encourage them to 
close ranks around the Kremlin 
(Nezavisimaya Gazeta, February 1). Their 
renewed pledges of loyalty, however, may 
be hardly convincing for Mr. Putin, who like-
ly assumes that betrayal is the natural 
response of any punished courtier-pluto-
crat (The New Times, January 31).

One group of Mr. Putin’s lieutenants that 
feels no anxiety about the indiscriminate 
approach of the Kremlin List is the top 
brass: Russia’s military leadership is more 
concerned about the recent publication of 
updated U.S. strategy documents, namely 
the National Security Strategy and the 
Nuclear Posture Review. Together, this new 
“Mattis-McMaster doctrine” (referring to 
Defense Secretary James Mattis and 
National Security Advisor H. R. McMaster) 
identifies Russia as a major geopolitical 
adversary that uses its upgraded military 
might as an instrument of aggressive policy 
while also preparing for a first nuclear 
strike (Gazeta.ru, February 3). 

The Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
rushed to reject the latter proposition. But 
Moscow’s massive and sustained invest-
ment in the modernization of its nuclear 
arsenal is irrefutable (Mid.ru, February 3). 
With Russia recognized by the U.S. as one of 
the main sources of threat, it makes sense 
that Washington could fine-tune sanctions 
to target particular members of the Russian 
ruling class (Rosbalt.ru, January 30).

The Russian business elite tries to argue 
the need for restraint and caution in execut-
ing counter-measures to U.S. sanctions 
(Forbes.ru, February 1). Nevertheless, the 
military top brass has already started to 
deliver the responses it knows best, including 
the long-promised deployment of Iskander 
tactical ballistic missiles to the Kaliningrad 
exclave (Ezhednevny Zhurnal, February 1). 

The aggressive intercept of an EP-3 U.S. 
Navy reconnaissance plane by a Russian 

Su-27 fighter over the Black Sea last week 
could have been another response, and the 
Russian Ministry of Defense insists on its 
right to challenge hostile planes near 
Russia’s borders (RBC, February 1). Mr. 
Putin’s generals and spy-masters are avoid-
ing escalating the confrontation but pre-
sume that their U.S. counterparts will only 
take into account Russian interests if 
Moscow demonstrates a high readiness to 
defend them. 

The unprecedented visit to Washington 
of the heads of three Russian spy services – 
the Federal Security Service (FSB), the 
Foreign Intelligence Service (SVR) and mili-
tary intelligence (GRU) – shows that this 
part of the Russian elite is ready to talk, 
assuming counter-terrorism provides a 
good conversation starter (Grani.ru, 
February 2).

The top officials in the Kremlin feel no 
pain from Western punishment and may 
even feel good about playing hardball with 
the U.S. In a paradoxical way, the tightening 
sanctions regime takes Russia exactly 
where they want it to go – toward isolation 
and stagnation. They count on the passive 
consent of the Russian majority, chronically 
exposed to “patriotic” propaganda, to fol-
low this road. But such inertia tends to last 
until it suddenly does not. Impoverishment 
and injustice generate a deepening pool of 
discontent, while outrage against the sup-
pression of dissent and resentment against 
sanctions provide catalysts for public pro-
test and splits in the bureaucratic pyramid. 

Sanctions may not work as designed, 
particularly if applied haphazardly, but they 
add to the as yet sub-critical mass of mis-
trust in Mr. Putin’s regime, prompting the 
stakeholder to look for a good moment to 
opt out.

 
The article above is reprinted from 

Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

PARSIPPANY, N.J. – Leonid Kadenyuk, a 
former military pilot who became the first 
and only Ukrainian astronaut to fly on a U.S. 
spacecraft, died in Kyiv on January 31. He 
was 67. According to various media 
reports, he suddenly took ill while jogging, 
as was his usual routine, in a park in the 
Ukrainian capital.

Ukraine’s Prime Minister Volodymyr 
Groysman wrote on Facebook: “Leonid 
Kadenyuk has died. A truly legendary man. 
My condolences to his relatives and friends.”

It was on November 19, 1997, that Col. 
Kadenyuk became independent Ukraine’s 
first astronaut in space. The 46-year-old Col. 
Kadenyuk traveled aboard the Columbia 
space shuttle for 15 days as a payload spe-
cialist and conducted a series of science 
experiments called the Collaborative 
Ukrainian Experiments that studied the 
effects of microgravity on plant growth.

“I am very proud that it has fallen to me 
to play this role, to be the first cosmonaut of 
an independent Ukraine. And I will do 
everything I can to be worthy of this honor,” 
he said.

Col. Kadenyuk’s flight aboard the U.S. 
space shuttle was hailed as a symbol of the 
expanding strategic partnership between 
the United States and Ukraine.

After his historic flight aboard, Ukrainian 

Col. Kadenyuk and his back-up, fellow 
Ukrainian astronaut Yaroslav Pustovyi, vis-
ited Ukrainian communities in Chicago, 
Cleveland, Philadelphia, Houston, New York 
and Newark, N.J., in early 1998. 

Col. Kadenyuk told the audience gath-
ered at St. John the Baptist Ukrainian 
Catholic School what he took into space 
aboard the shuttle: a Ukrainian flag; a por-
trait of Ukraine’s greatest poet, Taras 
Shevchenko, and a copy of his Kobzar; and 
recordings of Ukrainian songs sung by 
famous Ukrainian artists such as Anatolii 
Solovianenko, Dmytro Hnatiuk, Sofia 
Rotaru and others; as well as a recording of 
the Ukrainian national anthem, “Shche Ne 
Vmerla Ukraina.” 

Dr. Pustovyi emphasized that “Ukraine 
and the cosmos have always been connect-
ed.” He listed three Ukrainians who made 
immeasurable contributions to space 
exploration: Mykola Kybalchych (1853-
1881), an inventor, foresaw space flight and 
developed the idea of jet propulsion; Yurii 
Kondratiuk (1897-1941/1942), a scientist 
and inventor, was a pioneer in rocketry and 
space technology who came up with the 
concept of multi-stage rockets; Serhii 
Korolov (1907-1966), an aeronautical engi-
neer, designed the first Soviet guided mis-
siles and spacecraft. 

Dr. Pustovyi also noted that Pavlo 
Popovych, a Ukrainian, became the USSR’s 
fourth cosmonaut in 1962. Thus, he said, it 
can be said that Ukraine always was a 
space-faring country. This space shuttle 
flight by Col. Kadenyuk, he continued, is 

“Ukraine’s return to the cosmos.”
Col. Kadenyuk was born on January 28, 

1951, in the Chernivtsi region of Ukraine. He 
graduated from the Chernihiv Higher 
Aviation School in 1971, the State Scientific 
Research Institute of the Russian Air Forces 
Center for test pilot training in 1977, and 
the Yuri Gagarin Cosmonaut Training Center 
in 1978. He earned a master of science 
degree in mechanical engineering from the 
Moscow Aviation Institute, Department of 
Aircraft Construction, in 1989.

He was a member of the USSR 
Cosmonaut Team since 1976. He underwent 
complete engineering and flight training for 
Soyuz, Soyuz-TM, orbital station Salyut, 
orbital complex Mir, including special train-
ing as a commander of Buran re-entry space 
vehicle. He had flown 54 different types and 
modifications of aircraft, logged more than 
2,400 hours flying time, and holds the quali-
fications of Test Pilot, 1st Class, and Military 
Pilot, 2nd Class, and Test Pilot. As a pilot-
instructor he was responsible for the gradu-
ation of 15 students.

In 1990, following the Ukrainian-USSR 
State Agreement on a Collaborative Space 
Program, he was appointed to command 
the Ukrainian space crew. In the following 

 NEWS ANALYSIS

 OBITUARY

(Continued on page 12)

Col. Leonid Kadenyuk in a photo taken 
when he was a crew member of the 1997 

Columbia space shuttle mission.

NASA
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       THE UKRAINIAN NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FORUM       T

The Ukrainian National Association Inc.

will host a presentation by

Dr. Petrusia G. Kotlar

Dr. Kotlar, chiropractor,  is a 
well-known alternative health care 
provider practicing for 33 years.  
Her holistic wellness practice in 
NYC encompasses spinal health, 
nutrition, exercise and apitherapy.  
As part of her continuing education 
studies, Dr. Kotlar has completed 
coursework on Nutritional Proto-
cols for Daily Living, Principles 
of Digestion, and Fundamentals 
of Herbal Therapy in Endocrinol-
ogy and Cardiac Health, among 
others.

Sunday, March 18, 2018, at noon, at Holy Protection 
of Blessed Virgin Mary Ukrainian Catholic Church Hall, 

255 Barnum Avenue, Bridgeport, CT 06608

Topics to be discussed include:

Admission: gratis
Healthy snack tasting Organized by UNA Connecticut District

• Ethno-nutrition
• Seasonal Eating
• Nutritional Trends in 2018
• Alternatives to Chemical Medicine

TRENDS
-2018

“Wellness and Nutrition 
as a Means to Healthy Longevity”

PARSIPPANY, N.J. – The Ukrainian National Association’s Home 
Office was visited in January by two groups of Ukrainian Christmas 
carolers representing organizations that are headquartered at the 
nearby Ukrainian American Cultural Center of New Jersey. First, 
on January 15, came the “koliadnyky” of Plast Ukrainian Scouting 
Organization’s Newark branch (photo above), which is based 
in Whippany at the UACCNJ. Then, three days later, it was the 
Ukrainian Music Institute’s New Jersey branch that brought holiday 
greetings to the staff of the UNA and its two newspapers.

Young carolers visit 
UNA Home Offi  ce

Roma Lisovich

Roma Hadzewycz

THE UNA: 124 YEARS OF SERVICE TO OUR COMMUNITY
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This year, January 22 marked the 100th anniversary of the historic Fourth 
Universal issued by the Central Rada, the parliament of Ukraine in 1917-1918, 
which proclaimed the Ukrainian National Republic an independent state. And yet, in 
Ukraine, that milestone was somewhat disregarded as January 22 is celebrated 
annually as Ukraine’s Day of Unity, a national holiday that remembers the January 
22, 1919, Act of Union between the Ukrainian National Republic and the Western 
Ukrainian National Republic, which encompassed lands that were part of the Austro-
Hungarian Empire. Though the Day of Unity exalts the noteworthy union of all 
Ukrainian lands, it is not the only January 22 act that should be widely celebrated.

A bit of history is in order. As explained by the Internet Encyclopedia of Ukraine 
(www.encyclopediaofUkraine.com), the Central Rada’s four universals, or edicts, led 
Ukraine from autonomy to independence. These universals also addressed such 
matters as capital punishment, land ownership, the length of a workday, the right to 
strike, the welfare of the handicapped, the inviolability of the person and the home, 
and freedoms of speech, the press, religion and assembly, etc. They were promulgat-
ed in the Ukrainian, Russian, Polish and Yiddish languages. 

In the First Universal, dated June 23, 1917, the Central Rada proclaimed Ukraine’s 
autonomy, noting “from this day on we alone will create our life.” Five days later, the 
first government of autonomous Ukraine, the General Secretariat of the Central 
Rada, was named. The Second Universal of July 16, 1917, written after negotiations 
between the General Secretariat and representatives of the Russian Provisional 
Government, proclaimed that the Central Rada would be expanded to include repre-
sentatives of national minorities and would thus become “the single supreme body 
of revolutionary democracy in Ukraine.” The Third Universal, dated November 20, 
1917, was issued after the Bolshevik coup in Petrograd. It declared the creation of 
the Ukrainian National Republic, albeit within a federated Russia of equal and free 
peoples, and set January 9, 1918, as the date for elections to the Constituent 
Assembly of Ukraine that would hold its first convocation on January 22.

The Fourth Universal, which was issued after the Ukrainian-Soviet war had 
begun, proclaimed the Ukrainian National Republic as an “independent, subject to 
no one, free, sovereign state of the Ukrainian people.” It denounced the Bolsheviks’ 
aggression, expressed Ukraine’s desire for peace and directed the UNR to negotiate 
an independent peace treaty with the Central Powers. The universal was antedated 
to January 22, the day the Constituent Assembly was to convene but ultimately could 
not; in fact it was passed by the Little Rada, the Central Rada’s executive committee, 
on January 25, 1918. The anniversaries of the historic act have traditionally been cel-
ebrated on January 22.

Which brings us back to January 22, 2018. In the diaspora, many communities 
and institutions are marking the centennial of the Fourth Universal. To us here in the 
U.S., January 22 was the original Ukrainian Independence Day, marked for decades 
with flag-raisings at city halls, proclamations by elected officials, etc. We dare say it 
was the most important date on the Ukrainian calendar. When Ukraine re-estab-
lished its independence on August 24, 1991, we had a new Ukrainian Independence 
Day to celebrate. But we celebrated it as the affirmation of the our nation’s decades-
long struggle for freedom. Thus, the January 22 holiday remained important to the 
narrative of independent Ukraine. 

However, in Ukraine the anniversary of the January 22, 1918, proclamation of 
independence is not a national holiday. Radio Svoboda recently interviewed Prof. 
Serhii Plokhy of Harvard University about that peculiarity. Prof. Plokhy pointed out 
that “the intellectual roots” of the Ukrainian state proclaimed in 1991 are found in 
January 1918, “and this intellectual impetus remained throughout the entire 20th 
century.” He went on to comment that it is probably due to a Soviet-era mentality 
that 1917, the year of the Russian Revolution, is celebrated, while 1918 is largely for-
gotten. It is also a result, he opined, of a post-Soviet syndrome and post-colonial dis-
course. “We must rethink and reformat this tradition,” Prof. Plokhy stated, as 
“Ukraine of 1991 is a continuation of the act of 1918.”

The Ukrainian Weekly

Three years ago, on February 12, 2015, the heads of state of 
France, Germany, Russia and Ukraine brokered an attempt at a 
ceasefire that was signed in Minsk. The agreement was signed by 
former President Leonid Kuchma of Ukraine, Russia’s 
Ambassador to Ukraine Mikhail Zurabov, the “separatist” forces 
leaders of the Donetsk and Luhansk “people’s republics,” respec-

tively, Aleksandr Zakharchenko and Igor Plotnitsky, as well as Heidi Tagliavini of the 
Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe. 

The agreement consisted of 13 points, including establishing a ceasefire as of midnight 
February 15, removing all foreign armies from Ukrainian territory and withdrawing heavy 
weaponry from what is in effect a newly created buffer zone.

Western leaders and Ukrainian leaders hailed the agreement as a critical step toward 
de-escalation in the Donbas war. The United States had voiced the possibility of providing 
lethal arms to Ukraine, while Germany and France did not support the U.S. position. Days 
later, Ukrainian forces would surrender the rail hub city of Debaltseve, Donetsk Oblast, 
which had prompted the renewed negotiations due to the increased violence and civilian 
casualties.

There was also increased skepticism following the failed first ceasefire agreement of 
September 2014, with many of the points being similar in both agreements. However, 
Russian-backed forces never upheld either agreement.

Feb.
12
2015

Turning the pages back...

by Paul Goble

Moscow’s occupation of Crimea is cur-
rently costing it approximately $2.3 billion 
(U.S.) a year – a figure that will only grow, 
according to a new analysis. And that 
means the occupied region is now receiving 
20 percent of the funds Moscow is sending 
to all Russian regions.

If the annexation had never occurred or if 
it were to be reversed, that means every 
Russian region could have its subsidies from 
the center boosted by 20 percent, something 
that the increasingly hard-pressed regions 
and republics of the Russian Federation 
could certainly put to good use.

Last year, Aleksandr Alikin of Eurasianet 

points out, the regions of the Russian 
Federation, plus occupied Crimea and 
Sevastopol, received 612.8 billion rubles (411 
billion U.S.). Of that, the occupied Ukrainian 
territories received “at a minimum, every 
fifth ruble (or 21 percent) of this sum” (rus-
sian.eurasianet.org/node/65139).

That is just one way to measure the 
direct costs of the Crimean annexation. The 
real costs, including indirect losses, mean 
that Vladimir Putin’s action is costing 
between $10 billion and $50 billion (U.S.) a 
year, Mr. Alikin says. That’s a figure that 
“will only grow,” with Crimea long remain-
ing “one of the most subsidized” places 
with little potential to earn its own way.

 (The enormous indirect costs reflect the 
impact of Western sanctions and Moscow’s 
counter-sanctions, and will continue at the 
higher end as long as the sanctions are in 
place – something the United States has 
pledged to do until Moscow returns the 
Ukrainian peninsula to Kyiv.)

Last year, these subsidies amounted to 
more than 60 or 70 percent of the budget 
of Crimea and Sevastopol; but by 2020, 
they are projected to grow to 79 percent for 
the republic and 65 percent for Sevastopol 
– figures that mean the burden of Crimea 
will grow rather than decline.

by Paul Goble

The decision by the Trump administra-
tion to substitute at the last minute a list 
compiled from other publicly available enu-
merations made by others for a specific list 
that an inter-agency working group had 
been preparing for months discredits the 
United States government and is a gift for 
Vladimir Putin, according to Andrey 
Illarionov.

In an interview with Elena Poskannaya 
of the Gordon news agency, the Russian 
economist, who now works in Washington 
at the Cato Institute, said he was shocked by 
what has taken place (gordonua.com/publi-
cations/illarionov-tramp-ili-ego-sotrudniki-
predprinyali-deystviya-v-rezultate-kotoryh-
publikaciya-originalnogo-kremlevskogo-
doklada-ne-proizoshla-229912.html).

On January 29, when the U.S. adminis-
tration was required to release the report 
on Russians who should be subject to sanc-
tions for their criminal activities and when 
people in Moscow were worried about who 
would be on that list and what would hap-
pen to them as a result, some strange 
things happened.

On that day, “the report was not pub-
lished at 9 a.m. or at noon or even at 6 p.m. 
when the work day ends. It was released 12 
minutes before the deadline of midnight. 
And it was not published on the sites of the 
government agencies that had been 
involved in its compilation. Instead, it was 
distributed via news agencies alone.”

That in itself is “extremely unusual,” Mr. 
Illarionov says, especially in the case of a 
document that the Congress by law has 
required the executive branch to prepare 
and release. It quickly was established, he 
continues, that the list released wasn’t the 
original one but rather had been put togeth-
er by combining part of Russian govern-
ment’s telephone list, Forbes’ list of Russian 
billionaires and two other lists.

Moreover, it quickly became obvious that 
those putting out the substitute list had done 
so in such a hurry that they hadn’t corrected 
the other lists or reflected that someone on 
the Russian government’s telephone list – 
like Russia’s chief archivist – were hardly the 
political targets the Congressional action 
had required to be identified.

Perhaps worst of all, Mr. Illarionov con-
tinues, the list reflected a certain confusion 
about the nature of oligarchs. “An oligarch 
and someone who has money are very dif-
ferent things. In contemporary Russian, the 
term ‘oligarch’ is applied to a rich man who 
has influence on the decisions of power.” 
Not all of the 96 names on the Forbes list fit 
that category.

“No one expected that the U.S. adminis-
tration was capable” of this, what to all 
intents and purposes appears to be “a 
failed joke.” Many were shocked not by the 
impact of the list but by what it says about 
“the low quality of work of the present 
American administration” on a matter of 
the greatest importance.

Mr. Illarionov says that he himself 
“couldn’t imagine that this was possible, 
that the report wasn’t posted on the sites of 
the government agencies involved,” 
although that gives the basis for concluding 
that the staff of these institutions “don’t 
take it seriously” and want to “preserve 
their reputation and professional honor.”

As for Mr. Putin, he continues, “this was a 
very valuable present from all points of 
view,” especially given that this American 
incompetence allows him to suggest that 
the Americans aren’t being careful in tar-
geting this or that group of Russians but are 
acting as “total Russophobes.”

 “Basing oneself on the published part of 
the report, you can’t dispute this argument. 
Such a report will bring only harm,” Mr. 
Illarionov comments.

Occupied Crimea receiving one-fifth
of all Moscow allocations to regions

‘Kremlin List,’ as published, discredits U.S., 
and helps Putin, Russian economist comments

(Continued on page 14)

A Ukrainian centennial

 WINDOW ON EURASIA

Paul Goble is a long-time specialist on 
ethnic and religious questions in Eurasia 
who has served in various capacities in the 
U.S. State Department, the Central 
Intelligence Agency and the International 
Broadcasting Bureau, as well as at the Voice 
of America and Radio Free Europe/Radio 
Liberty and the Carnegie Endowment for 
International Peace. The article above is 
reprinted with permission from his blog 
called “Window on Eurasia” (http://windo-
woneurasia2.blogspot.com/).

(Continued on page 18)
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 OPINION

Opinions in The Ukrainian Weekly
The Ukrainian Weekly welcomes letters to the editor 

and commentaries on a variety of topics of concern to 
the Ukrainian American and Ukrainian Canadian com-
munities, as well as the Ukrainian diaspora. Opinions 

expressed by columnists, commentators and letter-writers 
are their own and do not necessarily reflect the opinions 
of either The Weekly editorial staff or its publisher, the 

Ukrainian National Association.

February is the dreariest month, happily 
interrupted by Valentine’s Day, the holiday 
dedicated to love. Relatively new to Ukraine, 
it’s long been established in America. I 
remember exchanging flimsy cards in grade 
school asking every kid in the class to “be 
my Valentine.” 

Ah love… There have been a billion 
songs, poems, movies, paintings, novels, 
operas, letters about that ineffable emo-
tion, its absence generating as many 
expressions as its presence.

I’ve been blessed to have both received 
love and bestowed it. For me it began, I 
know, when my parents – stateless and pen-
niless survivors of war and imprisonment, 
their desperate flight from tyranny having 
brought them to a refugee camp in Austria 
nearly a thousand miles from home – dis-
covered they’d have a child. From that 
moment forward, they began to nurture me. 
As with millions of others in 1947, it took 
love to bring a child into an uncertain world 
and faith that it would all work out. But 
then, welcoming a child is nearly always an 
act of faith: that life will go on and somehow 
the boy or girl will grow up and continue 
the mystery of human existence.

 As it turned out, an entire generation of 
other couples made the same decision my 
Mama and Tato did (or, given circumstanc-
es, accepted the inevitable.) We’re the 
“Baby Boomers” and now the growing 
wave of Senior Citizens. Ah, love… ah 
Valentines Day. 

It’s celebrated with bouquets, greeting 
cards and chocolate. I’ve enjoyed bestow-
ing all those on my wife, often ending the 
day with a nice restaurant dinner. “My 
favorite meal,” she’d say. I met Chrystia at a 
zabava (ball) in 1987. We were married a 
year to the day later and to our joy discov-
ered we were blessed to soon welcome a 
son and four years later a daughter, which 
challenged us to embrace the same love, 
which for me began in a refugee camp, only 
in far more comfortable circumstances. At 
the time, we didn’t ponder the fact that 
someone had changed our own diapers, 
toilet trained us, sent us to school, provid-
ed three square meals every day, instilled 
values and then let us go when adulthood 
came.  Now it was our turn.

Like most couples, we shared late-night 
duties tending to the fears, anxieties and 
wants of little ones, but that too had its 
rewards. When our Olesia was no more 
than 2 years old, she started calling me 
night after night at 2 a.m. “Tato, tato…” And 
because it was me she called, I had to go, 
bleary-eyed and drowsy: “Yes?”

“Tuck me in,” she’d say. 
Indulgent as I was, I’d do as she asked, 

knowing I’d be hearing from her half the 
night if I didn’t. During the day, we’d prac-
tice how she should cover herself and let 
her father sleep. My wife, who had done 
double and triple duty with both our son 
Mykhas and our daughter, was supportive 
and amused.

As for Olesia, she got past that uncom-
fortable phase (for me) until one night 
weeks later, I heard the same 2 a.m. call: 
“Tato…” Weary, I got up to see what the 
problem was. “Tato,” she said in a sleepy 
voice: “I love you.” 

“Wow,” I thought. “Wake me anytime.” 
But love has many permutations – as 

many as there are people: romantic, of 
course; nurturing children and being nur-
tured; but also caring for an elderly parent; 

celebrating holidays and milestones with 
family. There are friends, community, 
nation, country, God, the Church, a sports 
team, school, a beloved pet, a nursery full 
of plants, a garden… you name it. 

And, inevitably, there’s bidding farewell. 
Is it strange to muse about death in con-
nection with Valentine’s Day? For me, no. I 
heard the word love over and over at a 
funeral for Luba Darmochwal in Cleveland 
just before the New Year. She was a lovely 
lady who with her husband, Michael, raised 
four beautiful daughters who now have 
families of their own. Her day-to-day love 
for family was expressed with a tender 
touch, a warm word and, these days, an 
e-mail or text. How do I know? Because her 
children told me. She loved them and they 
loved her. 

There’s more: speaking for the commu-
nity, Lida Bazarko invoked the word love 
when she spoke about “Pani Luba’s” gener-
ous life, how she put that emotion into 
action volunteering with the Ukrainian 
National Women’s League of America, 
Plast, Ridna Shkola (Ukrainian studies 
school), the Church. Like tens of thousands 
of others, Pani Luba also came to America 
as an immigrant from the DP camps, and as 
a parent and activist enriched her commu-
nity and adopted country, helping to sus-
tain it as the vibrant, interesting and nour-
ishing place it’s been for generations.

Every week, I read The Ukrainian Weekly 
and Svoboda to catch up on news about 
Ukraine and learn what goes on in other 
communities, large and small – New York, 
Chicago, Detroit, North Port, Philadelphia, 
Seattle, Los Angeles, Hartford, Minneapolis, 
Houston, Akron, Binghamton, Watervliet, 
Boston, etc. – even those on other continents, 
wherever there are lots of Ukrainians or a 
few. I know the events reported don’t occur 
just of themselves. Someone like Luba 
Darmochwal makes them happen. 

And every week, I also read that this per-
son or that – born in Ukraine, in a DP camp 
or America – passed away. They were active 
in the Ukrainian National Association or 
some other fraternal organization, Plast 
Ukrainian Scouting Organization, the 
Ukrainian American Youth Association, 
Ridna Shkola, Soyuz Ukrainok, the local 
Ukrainian museum, the Democratic or 
Republican Party, the Orthodox, Catholic, 
Baptist or Pentecostal Church, the credit 
union, sports club, etc. – institutions which 
have sustained the Ukrainian vision over 
the generations, but only because of people 
like those memorialized in the notices. 
Nearly all were volunteers, products of lov-
ing families and themselves driven by the 
love that originally nurtured them. 

Love is universal. Jesus refers to it 
repeatedly in the Gospels. You’ll find it in 
Confucius. Extolling it, the Beatles became 
billionaires. 

Which is why I like Valentine’s Day. Like 
virtually everyone, I’m hard-wired to both 
love and to welcome love. So may I suggest 
that you share that emotion in some way 
with someone close or who’s become dis-
tant. It doesn’t have to be on February 14. 
Every day counts. 

As the Beatles sing, “And in the end, the 
love you take is equal to the love you 
make…” 

A Valentine’s Day reflection

 PERSPECTIVES
  by Andrew Fedynsky

Andrew Fedynsky’s e-mail address is  
afedynsky@gmail.com

by Askold S. Lozynskyj

As reported by The Hill, a State 
Department official recently commented 
that bipartisan legislation passed last year 
authorizing new sanctions on Russia is 
already “serving as a deterrent,” and there’s 
no need to actually implement the penal-
ties at this time.

Perhaps, under normal circumstances, 
such justification for disregarding a law 
would have raised more than a few eye-
brows. However, American media and pub-
lic attention focused almost immediately 
thereafter on revelations from the 
Republican chair of the House Intelligence 
Committee and in particular, on accusa-
tions of malfeasance by the FBI. 

Nonetheless, the Countering America’s 
Adversaries Through Sanctions Act is a law 
signed by President Trump on August 2, 
2017. It offers the president much less flex-
ibility than in the past for maneuvering on 
the imposition of sanctions. This latest 
“maneuvering” on Russia by President 
Trump is cause for concern. It further man-
ifests Mr. Trump’s conciliatory relationship 
with Russia and almost inveterate con-
tempt for the rule of law – even a law that 
he signed, albeit reluctantly. 

Sanctions against Russia were intro-
duced for a number of reasons, including 
but not limited to Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine and Russian interference in the 
U.S. presidential elections in 2016. Russia 
behavior elsewhere (Syrian chemical use, 
European elections, etc.) certainly did not 
help Russia’s cause. 

In any event, Russian “bad behavior” in 
Ukraine has not only not abated, it has got-
ten worse. More and more people are dying 
in the war in the eastern regions of 
Ukraine. Aside from Russia showing no 
intention of loosening its grip on Crimea, its 
behavior within Crimea has been abysmal, 
beginning with its human rights violations 
and attempts to destroy the Crimean Tatars 
as an organized political force. 

Russia has not complied with the two 
Minsk agreements and memoranda of 
September 2014 and February 2015. It 
continues to be an aggressor despite an 
“alleged” ceasefire agreed to by all sides. 
The number of Ukrainian dead in the 
Ukraine-Russia war exceeds now 10,300 
and increases every day with many more 
wounded. Russia continues to interfere 
with monitors from the Organization for 
Security and Cooperation in Europe. Talks 
about U.N. peacekeeping are at a standstill. 
All of this was simply ignored in the recent 
statement issued and position taken by the 

Trump administration. 
In fact the administration’s statement 

limited itself to alleged strict compliance – 
foreign governments and private sector 
entities which “had been put on notice that 
significant transactions with listed Russian 
entities will result in sanctions.” The 
administration stated: “the results of this 
effort are only beginning to become appar-
ent... if the law is working, sanctions on 
specific entities or individuals will not need 
to be imposed because the legislation is, in 
fact, serving as a deterrent.” In the interim, 
Turkey, a NATO ally albeit ruled by an auto-
crat, is considering purchasing defense sys-
tems from Russia. 

The Trump administration insists that it 
has redirected billions of dollars in sales 
from Russian entities. Still those entities 
remain classified. The administration 
issued an unclassified list of more than 200 
Russian oligarchs and officials who are con-
sidered part of Russia’s corrupt regime. 
Apparently, there is an additional list of 
individuals that remains classified. Why not 
sanction and freeze the assets of those indi-
viduals? Declassification merely puts them 
on notice to protect their assets. It does lit-
tle, if anything, to compel remorse and 
rehabilitation.

Russia’s continual aggression has had a 
profound effect on the international com-
munity. Unfortunately, America leads no 
longer. Only a month ago the U.N. General 
Assembly passed a resolution on Russian 
occupation of Crimea decrying Russian 
imposition of its legal system and citizen-
ship on the Ukrainians citizens of Crimea, 
Russian flouting of an order on Crimea by 
the International Court of Justice and 
Russia’s refusal to provide access to Crimea 
to U.N. human rights monitors. All of this is 
being ignored by the Trump White House 
and State Department. 

President Trump’s current incompre-
hensible protection of Russia, while charac-
teristic of past behavior, is enigmatic. There 
has been no deterrence because Russia 
remains undeterred. The recent consent to 
provide defensive arms to Ukraine, seen by 
some as Mr. Trump’s epiphany in his rela-
tionship with Russia, has proven to be an 
illusion or a diversion. Mr. Trump’s most 
recent refusal to further sanctions can only 
be viewed as business as usual, but con-
founding, nonetheless. 

Mr. Trump’s entire presidency is under a 
cloud for his Russia connections in the past, 
including dealings for personal financial 
gain as a private citizen and a willingness to 
utilize Russian propaganda for his political 
purposes as a presidential candidate. 
Refusing to extend sanctions on those 
doing business with Russia is more of the 
same and corroborates allegations of a 
Russia connection.

“No need for new Russia sanctions”

Askold S. Lozynskyj is an attorney based 
in New York City. He is a former president of 
the Ukrainian World Congress.
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Holodomor – the Ukrainian Genocide: Remembering and counting the losses
by Volodymyr Serhiychuk

The tragedy of the Ukrainian people, 
who even today suffer from Russian 
aggression, was planned first in 1492, 
when Moscow devised a concept of build-
ing up its principality as an empire envi-
sioning itself as the Third Rome. 

These intentions become germane 
regarding Ukrainian territory, especially 
after the Pereyaslav Council of 1654. The 
Ukrainian Kozaks found themselves in 
untenable political circumstances after a 
long struggle with Poland. Their hetman, 
Bohdan Khmelnytsky, had to conclude an 
alliance with Moscow for armed support, 
naively believing in the assurances of a 
consensual Orthodox alliance.

This Kozak oath of loyalty was exploited 
by Moscow as a step towards the assertion 
of its hegemony over the Kozak Ukrainian 
state, so that 100 years later that state 
ceased to exist. The Moscow autocracy 
then implemented a consistent prohibition 
against everything Ukrainian through 
Russification, the elimination of the 
Ukrainian Church, limitations on education 
in the Ukrainian language and Ukrainian 
culture, the promotion of mixed marriages 
with the Russian side in more favorable 
political circumstances, the massive reset-
tlement of Ukrainian peasants to undevel-
oped Russian territories far from their 
homeland, and the settlement of Ukrainian 
territory by Russians. In 1863, the tsar’s 
minister, Pyotr Valuev, declared that the 
Ukrainian language “never was, isn’t and 
never will be.”

That Ukrainians survived this policy 
was a testament to their perseverance. 
They even managed to rise up in a national 
revolution during the first world war 
which culminated in the proclamation of 
the Ukrainian National Republic (UNR). 
Surprisingly, given their own treatment by 
other nationalities, for the most part they 
did not become chauvinists and were sup-
portive of other nationalities in Ukraine in 
pursuing their own culture. One of the first 
acts of the UNR was a law on national 
autonomy protecting the rights of national 
minorities.

However, Bolshevik Russia would not 
tolerate the existence of the UNR. Vladimir 
Lenin admitted that “without Ukrainian 
bread, without Ukrainian coal, without 
Ukrainian sugar, without the Ukrainian 
iron ore, the Russian Soviet republic is 
impossible.” As a result of aggression on 
the part of the Bolsheviks, the tsarist forces 
and the Poles and without the support of 
the West, the UNR fell. The UNR govern-
ment was forced to go into exile. Still, the 
struggle for Ukrainian independence con-
tinued, albeit less pronounced.

To win over the Ukrainians, Lenin initi-
ated a policy of Ukrainization. A massive 
revival of national consciousness began 
not only in Ukraine itself but also beyond 
its borders, where Ukrainians – 7 million 
people – lived in compact masses in the 
North Caucasus, Slobozhanshchyna, the 
Volga region, Siberia, Kazakhstan and the 
Far East. The Ukrainian working class, par-
ticularly in the cities of Russia, felt this 
revival. This became particularly worri-
some to Joseph Stalin and his Kremlin 
henchmen. They saw only one solution: to 
put the Ukrainian peasantry on its knees 
since the peasantry was the heart of the 
Ukrainian national liberation movement. It 
was possible to achieve this only through a 
man-made famine which could be disin-
genuously attributed to natural causes. 
And Moscow resorted to this.

Fifteen years later, in December 1948, 
the United Nations, in its Convention on 

the Prevention and Punishment of the 
Crime of Genocide, codified and defined 
the crime of genocide. The Holodomor fit 
the U.N. definition of the crime in at least 
five aspects: there was an intentional use 
of food as a weapon to subdue national 
aspirations, there was the imposition of a 
prohibition on travel in search of food to 
preclude survival, there was an attempt to 
cover up the crime, there was a refusal of 
aid from abroad to ameliorate the situation 
while persistently exporting grain, and 
there were settlements of Russians in 
place of the deceased Ukrainians. Each one 
of these aspects is well documented. Here 
are only a few examples: 

On June 21, 1932, Stalin and Vyacheslav 
Molotov sent a telegram to the Central 
Committee of the Communist Party of 
Ukraine (CPU) that emphasized the man-
datory nature of the quotas imposed at 
“whatever the cost.” Thereafter in a confi-
dential report of the CPU, compliance with 
this directive was described: “those who 
failed to turn over bread and other govern-
mental obligations were summoned to the 
village council, beaten, stripped naked, 
forced to kneel with signs attached to their 
chests marking them as outlaws and were 

led through the village... then led naked 
into the steppe, kept for days in cold ditch-
es, refused food and sleep, hit with revolv-
ers, their homes and other structures 
destroyed...” 

On December 6, 1932, the “Black list 
directive” was issued. Villages that failed to 
meet their quotas were placed on a public 
black list and blockaded from receiving 
any food products. Three days later a tele-
gram was sent to forcibly remove the 
inhabitants from those villages. 

On January 1, 1933, Stalin sent a tele-
gram to urge the voluntary transfer of 
bread after which everything edible would 
be swept away and the residents con-
demned to die. 

Finally on January 22, 1933, Stalin and 
Molotov issued a directive preventing trav-
el from the villages of Ukraine and the 
Kuban region. According to the census of 
1926 there were 915,450 Ukrainians in the 
Kuban, more than two-thirds of the entire 
population of that region. This directive 
also authorized the arrests of those peas-
ants from Ukraine and the Kuban who had 
managed to escape to the north. 

By February 14, 1933, a total of 31,785 
had been detained, of which 28,351 were 
returned to their former places of resi-
dence and 3,434 arrested or killed. 
Another 579 were sent to Kazakhstan.

Without diminishing the suffering of the 
Kazakh people themselves during this 
time, it is significant to point out that, 
while the hungry nomadic Kazakhs migrat-
ed to the regions of western Siberia, 
Kirghizia and even China, no directives 
were issued or implemented for their forc-
ible return. In fact on April 15, 1933, a spe-
cial Soviet directive was issued titled “On 
methods for providing assistance to 
migrant Kazakhs in the Middle Volga, 

Western Siberian regions and the Kirghiz 
ASSR.” No similar directives of aid were 
issued on behalf of starving Ukrainians 
who had migrated to the neighboring 
regions of the Russian SFSR. 

Thus, the genocidal character of the 
Holodomor against the Ukrainian people is 
indisputable. 

How many people did Ukraine lose dur-
ing the genocidal Holodomor in 1932-
1933?

A complete answer can be obtained only 
through documents that must continue to 
be located and analyzed in once encrypted 
archives. The population of the Ukrainian 
SSR on the eve of the Holodomor, as of 
January 1, 1932, was 32,600,700. Based on 
this number, the prominent Ukrainian 
demographer Arsen Khomenko extrapolat-
ed that, under normal conditions for the 
population of the USSR, as of January 1, 
1934, the population of the Ukrainian SSR 
should have increased to 33,464,000 and 
by January 1, 1937, to 35,615,000.

The data from the All Union Census of 
1937 of the population of the Ukrainian 
SSR was revealed only in 1990 as it had 
been purged by Stalin. The number of 
inhabitants of the Ukrainian SSR – 

28,383,000 – was less than the number in 
the 1926 census. On January 15, 1937, the 
head of the Department of National 
Economy of the Ukrainian SSR, Asatkin, 
secretly reported to the leaders of the 
republic that “of all 525 districts of the 
Ukrainian SSR, only in 85 districts does the 
population exceed the results of the census 
in 1926, and in 93 of those districts the 
population was 30 and more percent less 
than in the 1926 census.” At the same time, 
a simple re-calculation of results in the dis-
tricts showed that the official 1937 Census 
results were overestimated by at least 
532,000 people, since 12 districts were 
still subject to scrutiny. With this overstate-
ment of the population of Ukraine, at the 
beginning of January 1937 that population 
was only 27,851,000. Khomenko had 
extrapolated 35,615,000. Thus, the actual 
number was 7,764,000 less.

Using another calculation, subtracting 
from the 1937 figure of 27,851,000 the 
increase of the population of the Ukrainian 
SSR based on official government statistics 
of excess births over deaths over the three-
year period of 1934-1936 – 88,200 in 
1934, 417,200 in 1935 and 533,700 in 
1936, for a total of 1,039,100 – on January 
1, 1934, the population of the Ukrainian 
SSR was 26,811,900. A simple subtraction 
of the numbers between January 1932 and 
January 1934, indicates that during the 
two years of famine, there was a direct loss 
of 5,788,800 people. 

Furthermore, when we add those who 
were born in 1932-1933 – 782,000 and 
470,000, respectively, according to official 
government statistics – then the total num-
ber of losses during the Holodomor was 
7,040,800 people. Assuming some 1 mil-
lion died in 1932-1933 from natural 
causes, then 6,040,800 was the loss from 

the Holodomor in the Ukrainian SSR alone. 
Why do we insist today that the loss fig-

ure is at least 7 million people? Because 
more than 6 million died from the 
Holodomor in the Ukrainian SSR alone. 
These losses were primarily peasants in 
villages. Ukrainians comprised the peasant 
population. Cities were often restocked 
with an influx from other ethnic groups. At 
least another 1 million Ukrainians died as 
a result of famine outside Ukraine, the 
Kuban region and the like. 

Of all the nationalities comprising the 
USSR, the Ukrainians experienced the 
greatest losses not only in Ukraine, but also 
in their ethnic settlements outside the 
Ukrainian SSR. The only statistics available 
listing populations by nationality through-
out the USSR rather than total populations 
listed by the constituent republics of the 
USSR were the censuses. Let’s consider the 
censuses.

According to the 1926 census 
Ukrainians in the USSR numbered 
31,195,000. The total population of the 
USSR was 147 million, with roughly 31 
million Ukrainians and 116 million non-
Ukrainians. According to the 1937 census 
Ukrainians numbered 26,421,000, almost 
5 million less. By comparison, the total of 
the USSR population was 162,039,000 
with 135,618,000 non-Ukrainians. The 
non-Ukrainian population grew by 17 per-
cent. This includes Kazakhs whose popula-
tion declined in that period of time due to 
both death by starvation and migration. 
Simply using the non-Ukrainian rate of 
growth during this period of 17 percent, 
the Ukrainian population should have been 
36,498,000. However, the Ukrainian popu-
lation was more than 10 million less. 
Various other factors outside the 
Holodomor may have led to this, including 
some Ukrainians declaring themselves 
Russians, as this would have enhanced 
their livelihood and chance of survival, but 
the numbers of losses are staggering. 

To date, unfortunately, some avenues of 
scientific research have not been pursued 
in ascertaining the number of Holodomor 
deaths. A recent study by Ukrainian and 
American demographers arrived at a figure 
of 3.9 million to 4.5 million victims in 
Ukraine. However, this study missed the 
January 1932 records entirely. Their start-
ing point was the 1926 census, where the 
population of Ukraine was 31,195,000. The 
population in January 1932 was 
32,600,700 – a difference of 1.5 million. 
Simply adding that difference to their find-
ing of 4.5 million results in the number of 6 
million victims in Ukraine alone which has 
been stated above. 

Omissions on the part of researchers 
should not disparage their work. They sim-
ply need to move forward in their research 
with the benefit of documents that have 
been discovered by others. Even so, per-
haps, even years of additional work will 
not allow us to produce a conclusion of sci-
entific certitude as to the number of vic-
tims. More work will be needed. After all 
the USSR was shrouded in deliberate 
secrecy for some 70 years. 

The conservative estimate of 7 million 
victims of the Holodomor, arrived at many 
years ago by Western historiography and 
the Ukrainian diaspora prior to the demise 
of the USSR and the opening of its borders 
and its repositories of documents, is cor-
roborated by newly discovered evidence 
from Soviet archives today.

Volodymyr Serhiychuk, Ph.D.. is professor 
of history at Kyiv National University.

Translated and edited by Askold S. 
Lozynskyj.

How many people did Ukraine lose during 
the genocidal Holodomor in 1932-1933?

More than 6 million died from the Holodo-
mor in the Ukrainian SSR alone.  
At least another 1 million Ukrainians 
died as a result of famine outside Ukraine, 
the Kuban region and the like.
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Memoir of an “accidental spy” during the Cold War

Travelogue, spy story,  
cultural-historical meditation

by Andrew Sorokowski

For those growing up in the 1960s and 1970s, Ian 
Fleming’s lead character James Bond represented a certain 
ideal type of man – daring, technically skilled, agile and 
resilient, intelligent and resourceful, sophisticated, and 
irresistible to women. The hero of “Monte Rosa: Memoirs 
of an Accidental Spy” bears some resemblance to this 
“international man of mystery.” But not that much. 

After all, James Bond was basically a professional hit 
man with lots of fancy gadgets but little depth of character. 
“Monte Rosa” author Jaroslaw Martyniuk, on the other 
hand, is not only an Alpine skier, mountain climber, flamen-
co guitarist, art connoisseur, amateur historian, oenophile 
and mastermind of a Cold War undercover operation – but 
also an acute observer and well-read, thoughtful commen-
tator on the state of European civilization. Not to mention a 
skillful narrator.

Born in the first year of World War II, Mr. Martyniuk 
spent his infancy in chaos and conflict: he learned his num-
bers by counting U.S. bombers over German territory and 
played with the metallic chaff they dropped to disorient 
anti-aircraft defenses. During a childhood in a displaced 
persons camp and then in lower-middle-class Chicago, he 
absorbed his family’s stories of hardship and persecution, 
and learned a few character-building lessons himself. 

Perhaps his greatest character-building experiences, 
however, are his mountaineering exploits, with which the 
book begins and ends. These harrowing adventures culmi-
nate in the ascent of Monte Rosa, the highest peak in the 
Swiss Alps, which he completes at the age of 51 – just as 
Ukraine is declaring independence. It is fitting that climb-
ing a mountain, an archetypal metaphor for personal 
struggle and enlightenment, should book end this memoir. 
Mr. Martyniuk modestly acknowledges his luck in often 
being in the right place at the right time – the word “acci-
dental” in the subtitle refers to more than his espionage. 
But it is obvious that without diligent study, hard work and 
preparation, as well as decisiveness and willingness to take 
risks, he could not have benefited from the opportunities 
that presented themselves. “Monte Rosa” is thus, among 
other things, an instructive book for young adults setting 
out on their careers.

The heart of Mr. Martyniuk’s memoirs is his dozen years 
in Europe, chiefly Paris in the 1980s, where he worked for 
the International Energy Agency, the Organization for 
Economic Cooperation and Development, and then for 
Radio Liberty conducting clandestine Soviet audience sur-
veys. During this time, he travelled extensively for both busi-
ness and pleasure. Narrative verve and a memory for detail 
make this exciting reading, as we careen along serpentine 
mountain roads in Corsica, Montenegro or the Dolomites – 
not, it is true, in an Aston-Martin, but in a BMW 320-i or a 
Fiat Panda. We meet an array of colorful characters, from 
shady Soviet émigrés to mercurial artists and philosophers. 
Mr. Martyniuk has a knack for meeting people: his book is a 
veritable who’s who of the Ukrainian diaspora in late 20th 
century Europe, and his famous interlocutors range from 
renegade Soviet spy Oleg Kalugin to Twiggy. 

Though occasionally repetitive, the narrative is enriched 
by digressions into politics, economics, history, art and 
architecture. Mr. Martyniuk is no mere gawking tourist: he 
researches everything he explores. Not all readers will 
agree with all of his views. But they are grounded in exten-
sive reading and careful thought, and honed by hours of 
conversation in which, at least by his account, he is open-
minded and willing to consider the most contrary opinions. 

For those who have spent much of our lives dreaming of 
Europe, “Monte Rosa” is an exercise in vicarious experi-
ence. Our regret is only compounded by the author’s con-
viction that the Europe he knew and loved is gone forever.

Equal parts Alpine thriller, travelogue, spy story and cul-
tural-historical meditation, “Monte Rosa” – whether shak-
en or stirred – is a potent literary cocktail.

Memoir, analysis, lesson  
for younger generations

by Myron B. Kuropas

I recently read a review copy of “Monte Rosa, Memoir of 
an Accidental Spy,” described as “The untold story of 
undercover interviewing of Soviet citizens in Western 
Europe during the Cold War,” by Jaroslaw Martyniuk.

The first chapter is devoted to the author’s 1991 prepa-
ration for and grueling climb of Monte Rosa, a glacier in the 
Swiss Alps higher than the famed Matterhorn. Cut off from 
the world, he was unaware of the sudden changes in the 
USSR: the arrest of Mikhail Gorbachev, the rise of Boris 
Yeltsin and the Ukraine Verkhovna Rada’s vote for indepen-
dence. 

 “What Killed the Soviet Empire?” the author asks in the 
second chapter. He suggests we visualize the Soviet Union 
as “a 74-year-old impaired entity on protracted life sup-
port, appearing to be alive but already prostrate in a coffin.” 
Events big and small shaped the final collapse. 

Taking exception to Prof. Serhii Plohky’s comment dur-
ing a 2014 lecture that the United States had little to do 
with the break-up of the USSR, Mr. Martyniuk argues: “In 
reality, America had been involved in undermining the 
Soviet Union for decades.” In addition to CIA-funded Radio 
Liberty and publications such as Suchasnist and Prolog, 
contributing factors included convulsions: the Hungarian 
Uprising, the Prague Spring, Poland’s Solidarnost, Pope 
John Paul II, Chornobyl, Russia’s invasion of Afghanistan, 
the nationality problem, a drop in oil prices, and Ronald 
Reagan who predicted that the “evil empire” would soon 
find itself on “the ash heap of history.” Speaking in Berlin, 
President Reagan admonished the Soviet leader Mikhail 
Gorbachev: “Mr. Gorbachev, tear down this wall.” 

Many Western so-called “experts” failed to comprehend 
the deep resentment among nationalities within the USSR 
because they viewed everything through the prism of the 
Soviet press. The Soviets, they assumed, obliterated old, 
retrograde nationalisms and replaced them with the uni-
versal “Soviet man.” The myth of eventual “confluence” 
between the U.S.A. and the USSR was also widely believed. 

Mr. Martyniuk was born in German-occupied Modrynec, 
Poland, to Roman and Natalka Martynets. His uncle, Dozyk, 
joined the Ukrainian Insurgent Army (UPA), was captured 
and sent to the infamous labor camp in Kolyma. Dozyk’s 
mother, Maria, was sent to a Soviet labor camp in Vorkuta; 
she died in Siberia. Many years later Mr. Martyniuk met his 
uncle who, once freed, was forced to live in Crimea. Dozyk 
shared a song he learned while a slave laborer: “Kolyma 
that wonderful planet, 12 months winter, the rest summer.” 

Like thousands of Ukrainians familiar with the meaning 
of Soviet “liberation” the Martyniuk family fled with the 
retreating German army, ending up in a displaced persons 
camp in Regensburg. En route, they tried to convince the 
Slovaks who provided them shelter that the advancing 
Soviets were “liquidators not liberators.”

Once in the DP camp, they were still not safe. The Allies 
had reached an accord at Yalta, kept secret at first, to repa-
triate, by force if necessary, all Soviet citizens found in 
Germany after the war. Thousands of displaced persons 
were shipped back to Soviet slavery, a horrendous injustice 
known as “Operation Keelhaul.” 

Life for the Martyniuks in Regensburg was pleasant 
enough. There were Ukrainian schools, a clinic, a library, 
newspapers, a drama troupe, religious and cultural institu-
tions, and political parties, the ubiquitous Melnykivtsi and 
Banderivtsi. “A slice of Ukraine,” writes the author, “had 
been transplanted to Bavaria.”

Thanks to an aunt who had once lived in Oklahoma, the 
Martyniuks eventually landed in Lombard, Ill., and later in 
Chicago’s Ukrainian Village. Jaroslaw attended Ukrainian 
Saturday School and became active in Plast. Graduating 
from the University of Illinois, where he majored in 
accounting, political science and finance, he landed a posi-
tion with Amoco Oil in downtown Chicago. Along the way, 
he studied French and worked on the campaign of Boris 

Antonovych, a Ukrainian attorney who was elected GOP 
state representative of the 19th District. 

Mr. Martyniuk’s life changed dramatically in 1979, when 
he became the principal administrator of the oil industry 
division of the International Energy Agency (IEA) head-
quartered in Paris. Later, he went to work for the 
Organization for Cooperation and Development (OECD), 
becoming a flaming Francophile after living in France for so 
many years. He traveled extensively, met fascinating peo-
ple, went skiing and mountain climbing. All is duly noted. 

After six years with OECD, Mr. Martyniuk landed a posi-
tion with Radio Liberty, specifically with its Soviet Area 
Audience and Opinion Research (SAAOR) arm, charged 
with the mission of estimating Soviet citizen media 
responses to Western radio. At first, Soviet visitors to the 
West were the primary source. Given the deep-seated sus-
picions of the Soviets interviewed, contact was casual, later 
calibrated and assessed. Mr. Martyniuk coordinated and 
monitored the work of interviewers in several cities, no 
easy task as it turned out.

Jews were allowed to leave the Soviet Union in greater 
numbers following the Helsinki Accords. Among those the 
author met was Jakov Suslensky, once imprisoned by the 
Soviets, whose life mission was to improve relations 
between Jews and Ukrainians. Mr. Suslensky traveled the 
world including DeKalb, Chicago and the Ukrainian 
National Association headquarters in New Jersey. He was 
warmly welcomed by Ukrainian Americans, ignored by 
Jewish Americans. 

The author offers us many fascinating tidbits from these 
interviews. Asked about the nationality question, a 
Ukrainian journalist complained: “The Moskali are gods 
and tsars in all of the national republics… the national 
groups are completely under their thumb…”A Georgian 
dancer was convinced that the Soviet leadership was not 
interested in Russification but in Sovietization. Reflecting 
on the putrid food situation, a pensioner recalled: “A work-
er in the Leningrad kombinat told me that one ton of meat 
was made into 15 tons of sausage.” 

 Throughout his text Mr. Martyniuk serves up interesting 
personal thoughts on a variety of topics: France under 
President François Mitterand (economic basket case); 
Pablo Picasso (Communist pervert and amoral misogy-
nist); OECD staff (pleasant, incompetent moochers), etc.

My favorite takeaway Martyniuk reflection deals with 
American education: “Sadly, the only history taught in 
schools today is revisionist history infused with misleading 
postmodernist ideas, poststructuralist theories, insidious 
cultural relativism, and invidious political correctness.” 

Now available at Amazon and Barnes & Noble, as well as 
from the publisher at xlibris.com, “Monte Rosa: Memoir of 
an Accidental Spy” is a highly recommended read and a les-
son for younger generations.

 BOOK REVIEW

“Monte Rosa: Memoir of an Accidental Spy,” by Jaroslaw Martyniuk. Bloomington, 
Ind.: Xlibris, 2018. 464 pp. Hardcover, ISBN 9781543439083, $31.99; softcover, ISBN 
9781543439076, $21.99; e-book, ISBN 9781543439069, $3.99.
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Ukraine’s UNESCO churches: Traditional Carpathian wooden churches are topic of lecture

by Irene Jarosewich

WASHINGTON – As Kyiv Press Bureau 
correspondent of The Ukrainian Weekly, 
Khristina Lew was in the newspaper’s 
office in 1995 when she received a call from 
her parents in Virginia. “They asked me to 
go to Lviv to meet with a woman about the 
Nahirnys,” recalls Ms. Lew.

Ms. Lew was not familiar with the names 
Vasyl Nahirny and Evhen Nahirny, an accom-
plished team of father and son architects 
who designed hundreds of churches and 
buildings in what is now western Ukraine, 
Poland and Romania during the late 19th 
and early 20th centuries. She also was 

unaware that she was a direct descendant.
Born in 1847 and orphaned early in life, 

Vasyl Nahirny was a talented young man 
who received a scholarship to study at the 
Zurich Institute of Technology, where he 
later taught. The years of exposure to the 
art and architectural traditions of the West, 
as well as experience with the strong com-
munity cooperative movement in 
Switzerland, served him well when he 
returned to Ukraine. He arrived in Kyiv in 
the late 1870s  and soon joined the circle of 
the city’s Ukrainian intelligentsia, becoming 
friends with the brother and sister pair 
Mykhailo Drahomanov and Olha Kosach 
(Olena Pchilka). 

Returning to western Ukraine in 1882, 
he remained in Lviv, where he established a 
thriving business as an architect. Later he 
became one of the leading figures in west-
ern Ukraine’s still nascent cooperative 
movement, establishing financial services, 
agricultural exchanges and markets to ben-
efit Ukrainian peasants and laborers. 

Before his death in 1921, Vasyl Nahirny 
had designed more than 200 churches in 
traditional Ukrainian styles utilizing timber 
and stone. In 1906, his son Evhen joined 
the firm, adding more than 100 church 
designs of his own. Evhen continued the 
business after his father’s death, bringing 
the firm’s church and building designs into 
the 20th century. Many of the Ukrainian 
churches in western Ukraine and buildings 

in Lviv that still stand were designed in the 
style of Art Deco by Evhen Nahirny.

A fateful meeting

Ms. Lew knew none of this when she 
arrived in Lviv in autumn of 1995. “I 
remember that it was a beautiful day. My 
father had asked me to contact Natalia 
Filevych, and Natalia invited me to meet at 
her place of work, the Lviv National Art 
Gallery. Once there, I was taken into a small 
room, not expecting anything, completely 
unaware, and suddenly, spread across the 
table before me, are photographs of my 
father as a child, letters between my grand-
father, Wasyl Lew, and my grandmother, 

Foundation to Preserve Ukraine’s Sacral Arts 

WASHINGTON – Dr. Mykola Bevz, head of the 
Restoration of Architecture and Artistic Heritage 
Department of Lviv Polytechnic National University in 
Ukraine, along with his university colleague Dr. Maryana 
Kaplinska, spoke on the topic of UNESCO-designated World 
Heritage Sites in the Carpathian Mountain region. The 16 
wooden churches are found in Ukraine and Poland. 

The scholars were on a multi-city tour of U.S. cities, visit-
ing major museums and educational institutions to 
observe state-of-the-art architectural conservation and 
restoration techniques and technologies, as well as inform 
American conservationists about the unique architectural 
legacy found in Ukraine. His presentation on September 
29, 2017, co-sponsored by the Foundation to Preserve 
Ukraine’s Sacral Arts (FTPUSA) and the Shevchenko 
Scientific Society – Washington Branch, was hosted at the 
offices of the U.S.-Ukraine Foundation.

While Dr. Bevz’s presentation focused on the eight 
churches located in Ukraine, he spoke within the broader 
context of the UNESCO selection process and the UNESCO 
program of cultural-historic designation. 

Each of the 16 churches, according to UNESCO, is an out-
standing example of the once widespread timber-building 
tradition that survives in the region to the present. The 
unique and distinctive architectural forms of the churches, 
with tri-partite plans, pyramidal domes, cupolas and bell 
towers, conform to the requirements of the Eastern liturgy. 
At the same time, each church reflects the specific cultural 
traditions of the local communities that developed sepa-
rately due to the mountainous terrain. 

Designs include the Hutsul-style churches built in the 
Carpathian region of southeastern Ukraine at Nyzhniі 
Verbizh and Yasynia; Halych-style in the northern 
Carpathians on either side of the Polish-Ukrainian border 
at Rohatyn, Drohobych, Zhovkva, Potelych, Radruż and 
Chotyniec; Boyko-style on either side of the Polish-
Ukrainian border near the border with Slovakia at Smolnik, 

Uzhok and Matkiv; and western Lemko-style in the 
Carpathian region of southwestern Poland at Powroźnik, 
Brunary Wyźne, Owczary, Kwiatoń and Turzańsk. 

According to Dr. Bevz, the churches were selected 
according to local cultural traditions as they evolved from 
the 16th to the 19th centuries. Built using the horizontal log 
technique with complex corner jointing and exhibiting 
exceptional carpentry skills and structural solutions, the 
churches were raised on wooden sills placed on stone foun-
dations, with wooden shingles covering roofs and walls. 

The properties are considered authentic in terms of 
location and setting, use and function, Dr. Bevz explained. 
Of the 16, 13 are still used as places of worship with active 
parishes while the other three – in Radruż, Rohatyn and 
Drohobych – are kept intact as museums. 

Authenticity is a key requirement for UNESCO designa-
tion. In each of these church buildings, the authenticity of 
materials remains high; over the years, the structural tim-

bers have been carefully repaired by traditional methods. 
The artwork has a high degree of authenticity, as do the 
timber exteriors, roof and wall cladding, which requires 
replacement every 20-30 years. In most cases, these ele-
ments have been appropriately restored. Given that period-
ic replacement of the wall cladding is part of the ongoing 
maintenance schemes, continuation of technical knowl-
edge related to techniques and workmanship is an essen-
tial requirement for future preservation. Almost all the 
churches retain their original doors and locking devices, 
with inscriptions on the lintels giving the dates of construc-
tion and names of carpenters.

In Ukraine, all properties nominated for the list of 
UNESCO World Heritage Sites are protected by inclusion in 
the National Register of Immovable Historical Monuments, 
mandated in Ukraine’s National Law on Protection of 
Cultural Heritage. The law ensures that these site adminis-
trators support conservation principles and engage in 
appropriate training. 

Cultural heritage tourism is not yet well developed in 
Ukraine. Future tourist accessibility that will include con-
struction of tourist facilities and parking will need to be 
carefully planned so as not to compromise the integrity of 
the designated properties.

Recognizing the value of preserving and protecting 
Ukraine’s cultural heritage is in line with the efforts of 
FTPUSA, as well as of the Lviv Polytechnic National 
University in Ukraine. As Dr. Bevz traveled throughout the 
U.S., his goal was to become better acquainted with conser-
vation and preservation programs and facilities in order to 
establish a conservation laboratory in Lviv, as well as 
update the university’s preservation curriculum. These 
efforts will be coordinated with Yuri Yanchyshyn, an expert 
in conservation of wood and painted finishes, principal and 
senior conservator at Period Furniture Conservation LLC, 
and Myron Stakhiw, an architectural historian who teaches 
at University of Massachusetts-Amherst and Roger 
Williams University, and was the former director of the 
Fulbright Program in Ukraine.

Dr. Mykola Bevz lectures on Ukrainian churches desig-
nated UNESCO World Heritage Sites in Washington in 

September 2017. 

Larysa Kurylas

The Foundation to Preserve Ukraine’s Sacral Arts restored the “gonty” (wooden shin-
gles) on a 17th century church in Staryi Yar, Lviv Oblast.

On October 15, 2017, the 65th anniversary of the resettlement of the village of 
Smilnytsia, Lviv Oblast, a moleben was held on the grounds of the former church and 

cemetery.

Khristina Lew

Natalia Filevich

U.S.-based foundation strives to preserve Ukraine’s spiritual past

(Continued on page 13)
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guage in the legislation. But President 
Poroshenko suggested that it unfairly tar-
nishes the reputation of Ukraine and 
Ukrainians, saying that the “judgments” it 
contains are “absolutely biased and categor-
ically unacceptable.” He wrote: “Historical 
truth requires frank conversation and dia-
logue, not prohibitions.” He said the bill 
“does not correspond to the declared princi-
ples of the strategic partnership between 
Ukraine and Poland, and argued that 
Ukraine and Poland must remember what 
he called “our common victories in the fight 

against totalitarian regimes” – apparently a 
reference to both Nazi Germany and the 
Soviet Union. “No political decision can 
replace the historical truth.” Many officials 
and citizens in Poland, a former Warsaw 
Pact member, and Ukraine, a former Soviet 
republic, share deeply negative feelings 
about Nazi Germany and about Moscow’s 
Soviet-era dominance of Eastern Europe. 
But relations between the neighboring 
countries themselves have also been 
strained by violence and disputes over the 
centuries. The bill was signed into law by 
President Andrzej Duda on February 6. 
(RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service, with reporting 
by AP, AFP, Reuters, DPA, The Times of 
Israel and UNIAN)

Tatar critic of Kremlin flees Russia

An activist in Russia’s Tatarstan region 
who spent three years in prison for criticiz-
ing the Russian occupation of Ukraine’s 
Crimean peninsula says he has fled from 
Russia. Rafis Kashapov told RFE/RL on 
February 5 that he is currently in Kyiv and 
plans to ask for asylum either in Ukraine or 
another country. Mr. Kashapov was the first 
person in Russia to be imprisoned for pub-
licly criticizing Moscow’s military seizure 
and illegal annexation of the Crimean 
Peninsula. He was released from a prison in 
Russia’s northern Komi region on 
December 27, 2017, after serving his sen-
tence on charges of separatism and inciting 
ethnic hatred. He says the charges against 
him were politically motivated. Mr. 
Kashapov told RFE/RL he fled from Russia 
because sources in Tatarstan informed him 
that a new criminal case could be launched 
against him. In an interview with RFE/RL 
shortly after his release, Mr. Kashapov 
sharply criticized Russia, saying that being 
released to live in Russia was like trading a 
“small prison” for a big one. His arrest in 
December 2014 came after he posted arti-
cles on social media in which he criticized 
Moscow for violating the rights of Crimean 
Tatars. He also criticized Russia’s military 
involvement in the conflict in eastern 
Ukraine. Mr. Kashapov heads a nongovern-

mental group in Tatarstan called Tatar 
Public Center. The group campaigns to pre-
serve the national identity, language and 
culture of Tatars. The prominent Russian 
human rights group Memorial recognized 
Mr. Kashapov as a political prisoner. (RFE/
RL’s Tatar-Bashkir Service)

Canada increases Op UNIFIER trainers

The Ukrainian Canadian Congress (UCC) 
on January 29 welcomed the announce-
ment by Canada’s Department of National 
Defense of the deployment of additional 
Canadian Armed Forces trainers to 
Operation UNIFIER, Canada’s military 
training mission in Ukraine. Canada’s 
Minister of National Defense Harjit S. Sajjan 
stated, “This increase of CAF trainers dem-
onstrates Canada’s enduring commitment 
to Ukraine and the Ukrainian people. This 
training assistance builds on previous sup-
port by our government and will bolster 
Ukraine’s efforts to maintain its sovereign-
ty, security and stability.” On January 26, 48 
CAF members were deployed to Ukraine, 
“from infantry, artillery, armored and logis-
tical corps, increasing Canada’s presence to 
approximately 240 personnel for the dura-
tion of the temporary increase. The dura-
tion of the temporary increase to the train-
ing team is approximately 60 days,” 

(Continued on page 13)
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NOTICE
UKRAINIAN NATIONAL HOME of BAYONNE, NJ

The Ukrainian National Home Corporation of Bayonne, New 
Jersey will be initiating legal dissolution procedures. The 
Board is seeking to repay all bonds to fully paid members.  
Most funds have been recompensed except for the following 
members who cannot be located.

Bachurskyj, John 
Bilyk, Michael 
Bojko, Onysym 
Fedoryk, Wasyl 
Jurchyshyn, Wilhelmina
Kormeluk, Nicholas 

Kostyk, John 
Lawriw, Jack 
Lev, Michael 
Pawlyszyn, Daniel 
Pellegrino, Nina 
Pichocka, Justina 

If you are listed or are an Heir of someone listed, please contact 
our Bond Redemption O�  ce, Walter Figiel at  (973) 736-1796  
no later than March 30, 2018 to be repaid.

Poltawec, Anastasia 
Skapiak, Steven 
Stupka, Olga 
Szyszka, Mykola 
Wilnat, Lucia 
Zelinski, Stephen 

The Annual Meeting of UNA Branch 414, Auhustyn Woloshyn Society 
will be held on Sunday, February 25, 2018, at 12:00 noon in St. Michael 
Ukrainian Catholic Church Hall, 569 George St., New Haven, CT 06511. All 
members are invited to attend. 

Christine D. Melnyk, Branch President
Gloria Horbaty, Branch  Secretary

PROFESSIONALS

TO PLACE YOUR AD CALL WALTER HONCHARYK (973) 292-9800 x3040
or e-mail adukr@optonline.net

SERVICES

SERVICES

For sale 2 bedroom apartment, 73.4 
m/2 in a new building in Lviv, fully 
equipped. Individual heating +2 
electric boilers, air conditioning, 2 
glazed balconies. Kitchen: gas-electric 
stove. New playground, bus stop 3 
min. Pictures will be sent on request. 
Contact: pierwszyakt@gmail.com

OPPORTUNITIES

EARN EXTRA INCOME!
The Ukrainian Weekly is looking 

for advertising sales agents.
For additional information contact 

Walter Honcharyk, Advertising Manager, 
The Ukrainian Weekly, 973-292-9800, ext 3040.

FOR SALE

Run your advertisement here, 
in The Ukrainian Weekly’s 

CLASSIFIEDS section.

МАРІЯ ДРИЧ
Ліцензований Продавець

Страхування Життя
МАRІA DRICH

Licensed Life Insurance Agent 
  Ukrainian National Assn., Inc.

2200 Route 10, Parsippany, NJ 07054
Tel.: 973-292-9800 ext. 3035

e-mail: mdrich@unamember.com

GOT  ENGAGED? 
Order your korovai!

Call Lisa at 
307-250-4633 & visit

www.nazdorovya.com
Shipping throughout USA

LAW OFFICES OF 
ZENON B. MASNYJ, ESQ.___________________
In the East Village since 1983

Serious personal injury, real estate 
for personal and business use, 

representation of small and mid-size 
businesses, securities arbitration, 

divorce, wills and probate.
(By Appointment Only)

140 Second Avenue
New York, NY 10003

212-477-3002
zbmasnyj@verizon.net

If 212-477-3002 landline not working, 
please call 201-247-2413

two years, he trained to command Soyuz-
TM-S during its docking with unmanned 
Buran and Mir station (the mission was 
canceled due to financial difficulties), com-
pleted the full course of space training for a 
commander of the SOYUZ-TM, and also 
took the full course of manual docking of 
space ships, using special training equip-
ment. In subsequent years, he underwent 
engineering and flight training courses as 
commander of the Buran Space System. 
Using the MIG-31 and MIG-25 he mastered 
and improved the trajectory for lowering 
and landing the Buran spacecraft.

In 1996, he transferred to the Institute of 
Botany, National Academy of Sciences of 
Ukraine in Kyiv, as a scientific investigator 
developing the collaborative Ukrainian-
American experiment in space biology.

Col. Kadenyuk was one of the first mem-
bers of the astronaut group of the National 
Space Agency of Ukraine (NSAU) selected 
in 1996. In November 1996, NSAU and the 
National  Aeronautics  and Space 
Administration (NASA) assigned him to be 
one of two payload specialists for the 
Collaborative Ukrainian Experiment flown 
on STS-87. He participated in payload spe-
cialist training at the Johnson Space Center 
and was the prime payload specialist 

aboard that U.S. space shuttle mission. 
When the shuttle was launched on 

November 19, 1997, Col. Kadenyuk’s wife, 
Vera, 14-year-old son, Dimitri, two broth-
ers, a niece and a nephew were on hand to 
watch him fly into space. 

Col. Kadenyuk met with President 
Leonid Kuchma of Ukraine at Cape 
Canaveral, Fla., before the Columbia’s liftoff. 
The New York Times quoted Mr. Kuchma as 
saying, “When I felt the soil trembling, I 
immediately had a thought about the 
mightiness of the United States.” The Times 
noted that this was the first time the 
Ukrainian president, a former aerospace 
industry executive, had viewed a launch in 
the open; previously he had watched 
launches through a periscope from an 
underground chamber.

The Ukrainian astronaut spent 15 days 
in space with American astronauts Kevin 
Kregel, Steven Lindsey, Winston Scott and 
Kalpana Chawla, and Japanese astronaut 
Takao Doi.

In completing his first mission, Col. 
Kadenyuk orbited the Earth 252 times, trav-
eled 6.5 million miles and logged a total of 
15 days, 16 hours and 34 minutes in space. 

He won a seat in the Verkhovna Rada in 
2002, and was a national deputy until 
2006.

Sources: The Ukrainian Weekly archives, 
NASA.

(Continued from page 3)
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Canada’s Department of National Defense 
stated. Paul Grod, national president of the 
UCC, commented: “Since 2014, Ukraine’s 
military has undergone profound transfor-
mation. Due in part to the training by 
Canada and allied nations, today the 
Ukrainian army is an effective and battle-
ready fighting force. In turn, Canada and 
allied nations are learning valuable lessons 
from their Ukrainian counterparts.” He 
added, “The deployment of this surge team 
of 48 CAF members to Operation UNIFIER 
is an important step in the process of 
strengthening Ukraine’s defense capabili-
ties. The UCC commends the government of 
Canada for its continuing commitment to 
the Ukrainian people.” The CAF members 
were deployed in order to assist in the 
training of a Battalion Tactical Group of 
Ukrainian troops. Over 5,000 Ukrainian sol-
diers have received training from CAF Joint 
Task Force-Ukraine, in 116 course serials 
that cover several types of training. 
(Ukrainian Canadian Congress)

Canadian Forces donate winter boots

An article in the Maple Leaf, published 
by Canada’s Department of National 
Defense, reported: “While the Canadian 
Armed Forces (CAF) members deployed on 
Operation UNIFIER have the primary task 
of providing military training, mentoring 
and capacity building for the Ukrainian 
Armed Forces, they have also been commit-
ted to reaching out to Ukrainian communi-
ties through humanitarian projects.” It 
quoted Capt. Humberto Lopes, chaplain of 

Joint Task Force-Ukraine, as saying, “With 
the support of the chain of command, we 
have been assisting non-profit local organi-
zations by means of voluntary contribu-
tions, fund-raising events, and by CAF 
members’ voluntary participation in day 
programs designed for disadvantaged chil-
dren and young adults with mental disabili-
ties.” One of the new humanitarian initia-
tives of Operation UNIFIER was to offer 
support to the Home for Children No. 1, an 
orphanage in Lviv that houses 55 children, 
age 2-6, full-time. After contacting the 
home’s director, it became clear that winter 
boots were one of the most pressing needs 
for the kids. That knowledge ignited the 
idea and initiative of “Operation Warm 
Feet.” The operation’s goal was to provide 
winter boots for every child at the home, 
The idea was well received by Op UNIFIER 
members, who contributed generously to 
the initiative.  Capt. Lopes noted: “The con-
tributions and fund-raising initiatives were 
so successful that we surpassed our mone-
tary expectations, and therefore we were 
also able to offer our assistance to another 
orphanage in Kamianets-Podilskyi looking 
for help to provide gloves and winter hats 
for 22 children.” The story in the Maple Leaf 
reported: “The success of Op Warm Feet 
clearly demonstrated the generosity and 
support of Canadian soldiers to Ukrainian 
society. Each visit at the orphanage 
enriched their experience in Ukraine as 
they embraced a simple but significant 
cause in a very tangible way. …Perhaps the 
best part of Op Warm Feet was the thank 
you: the children hugged the troops and 
sang songs. Indeed this was the best part of 
the day, and the best gifts Op UNIFIER 
members could have received.” (Ukrainian 
Canadian Congress Daily Briefing)

Court rejects Saakashvili’s appeal 

A Kyiv court has rejected opposition pol-
itician Mikheil Saakashvili’s appeal for pro-
tection against possible extradition, a ruling 
his lawyer says increases the chances he 
will be deported or handed over to the 
Georgian authorities. The Administrative 
Court of Appeals said on February 5 that a 
January 3 decision by another court, which 
in turn had upheld a previous ruling, 
remained unchanged. Mr. Saakashvili, who 
walked out of the court after several of his 
motions were rejected, contended that the 
ruling was politically motivated and dictat-
ed by President Petro Poroshenko – a for-
mer friend who is now a bitter foe. “With 
this [ruling] I am losing the status of a resi-
dent in Ukraine. This is yet another decision 
by Poroshenko, not by the court,” he wrote 
on Facebook. Mr. Saakashvili, who was pres-
ident of Georgia in 2004-2013, is wanted 
there on charges including abuse of office, 
which he says are fabricated. “We all need to 
be prepared for the fact that the authorities 
in an illegal manner will make the decision 
on his compulsory deportation or possible 
extradition,” a lawyer for Mr. Saakashvili, 
Ruslan Chernolutskyy, said in a video post-
ed by his client. Mr. Saakashvili lost his 
Georgian citizenship in 2015, when he 
accepted Ukrainian citizenship and Mr. 
Poroshenko’s offer of a job as governor of 
the Odesa region. But he resigned from the 
post in November 2016, accusing the gov-
ernment of undermining his efforts to fight 
corruption and carry out reforms, and has 
become an outspoken opponent of Mr. 
Poroshenko. In July 2017, the Ukrainian 
president stripped Mr. Saakashvili of his citi-
zenship while he was abroad. In September 
2017, Mr. Saakashvili defied a border block-

ade and crossed back into Ukraine, where 
he has been leading anti-Poroshenko pro-
tests and taking on the state in a series of 
court cases. (RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service, 
with reporting by Reuters)

Saakashvili’s curfew won’t be renewed

Ukraine’s top prosecutor has said he will 
not seek to renew a nightly curfew on 
opposition leader Mikheil Saakashvili. 
“Saakashvili has finally begun to appear for 
questioning so when the restrictive mea-
sure [curfew] imposed on him expires, we 
will not renew it. He is appearing after 
receiving summonses, and therefore, in my 
opinion, he does not need any further bur-
den,” Prosecutor General Yuriy Lutsenko 
told TSN.ua on February 6. The comments 
were later posted on Facebook by Mr. 
Lutsenko’s spokesman. On January 26, the 
Kyiv City Court of Appeals placed the for-
mer Georgian president and ex-governor of 
Ukraine’s Odesa region under house arrest 
every night until February 7 from 10 p.m. 
to 7 a.m. It also barred him from leaving the 
Ukrainian capital without permission from 
a court or the Prosecutor General’s Office. 
Ukrainian authorities have accused Mr. 
Saakashvili of abetting an alleged “criminal 
group” led by ex-president Viktor 
Yanukovych, and claim the protests he has 
led are part of a Russian plot against the 
government in Kyiv. Mr. Saakashvili has 
denied all the charges, calling them 
“absurd” and politically motivated. On 
January 5, a Tbilisi court found Mr. 
Saakashvili guilty of abuse of power, ruling 
that he tried to cover up evidence about a 
2006 murder case, and sentenced him in 
absentia to three years in prison. (RFE/RL, 
with reporting by TASS and AFP)

(Continued from page 12)
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Sophia Nahirna – as I learned that day, 
Evhen’s sister.”

Seeing what was on the table, Ms. Lew 
was stunned silent. Then the questions 
tumbled: What is this? Where did this come 
from? Where was it found? Ms. Filevych 
explained the chain of coincidences that 
finally led to their meeting in Lviv.

Evhen Nahirny worked in Lviv until his 
death in 1951. When his wife died years later, 
in the 1980s, state authorities came to clean 
out the Nahirny apartment, throwing its con-
tents into a dumpster outside the building. 

The gallery’s director, Borys Voznytsky, 
was walking past the building where the 
Nahirnys had lived and saw the dumpster. 
On a hunch, he asked and learned about the 
death of Evhen’s wife. He correctly suspect-
ed that the local Soviet authorities wanted 
to remove any trace of the Nahirny family,

Voznytsky (who died in 2012) went on a 
salvage mission. He arranged for the entire 
dumpster to be brought to the gallery. 
Everything was removed, and he charged 
archivist Ms. Filevych with the job of sort-
ing, identifying and cataloguing the con-
tents, which included scholarly manuscripts 
written by Wasyl Lew and original architec-
tural drawings drafted by Evhen Nahirny. 
During the process, Ms. Filevych learned 
that Sophia Nahirna had wed Wasyl Lew. 

Several years after Ukraine’s indepen-
dence, when people could communicate 
freely with relatives in the West, Ms. 
Filevych heard from a family member in 
Maryland, Marta Legeckis. Not expecting a 
positive answer, Ms. Filevych nonetheless 
asked, “By any chance, do you know of a 
family named Lew living in America?” 

Surprised, Ms. Legeckis replied that she 
did, that the two families were close 
friends.

“It’s still an almost unbelievable coinci-
dence,” said Ms. Lew. “We grew up with the 
Legeckis’ and through them, our family was 

brought full circle back to Ukraine.” 
During this first meeting with Ms. 

Filevych, Ms. Lew learned a great deal 
about her family’s legacy, including that she 
and her three sisters were the great grand-
daughters of the architect Vasyl Nahirny.

Foundation is established

After Ms. Lew’s first meeting in Lviv, 
events moved quickly. In 1997, she traveled 
to Lviv with her father, who had left as a 
child in 1944. He helped identify some of 
the items in the Nahirny archive. A book 
followed in 2001, “Nahirni, Levy – Istoriia 
Rodyny.” However, Ms. Lew and Ms. 
Filevych felt that the Nahirny architectural 
drawings also needed to be made public.

In New York City, the Shevchenko 
Scientific Society provided seed money for 
the first book about Vasyl Nahirny’s work. 
Ms. Lew remembers how, she traveled with 
Ms. Filevych to small cities and towns, and 
throughout Ukraine’s countryside, hoping 
to find some of the churches still standing. 

“During my first trip, I photographed the 
27 churches that we found,” she said, “and 
took photos of another 15 churches during 
my second. Many churches were in good 
condition, most were not. When we could, 
we would climb under the eaves of these 
churches where we would find old docu-
ments, some related to their original con-
struction.” 

The first book about Vasyl Nahirny’s 
designs was published in 2013, to be fol-
lowed in 2015 by a similar book about the 
work of Evhen Nahirny. These publications, 
noted Ms. Lew, were the impetus for her to 
establish a new organization in 2014 – the 
not-for-profit Foundation to Preserve 
Ukraine’s Sacral Arts (FTPUSA).

“While traveling in search of the Nahirny 
churches, we saw so many other old, beau-
tiful churches and were dismayed at the 
state of their disrepair. Before the arrival of 
the Soviets in 1939, churches were an inte-
gral part of community life, the center, real-
ly. They are a vital part of Ukraine’s history,” 
Ms. Lew explained.

She knew she could not save all the 
churches, but resolved that the foundation 
would pursue specific restoration projects, 
as well as participate in preservation educa-
tion to teach workers the craft of restoration 
with traditional methods and materials. Not 
only a church building, but icons, frescos and 
iconostases could also be the goal of a resto-
ration and preservation project. 

Noting the importance of preservation 
education, Ms. Lew spoke about FTPUSA’s 
plan to develop seminars in oblasts such as 
Ivano-Frankivsk to teach young priests 
about the importance of restoring church-
es, not simply tearing them down or repair-
ing them with non-traditional, even 
destructive materials, such as plastic. 
“These young priests, generations removed 
from the time these churches were built, 
want to know about their history,” she said.

Joining Ms. Lew on the FTPUSA board of 
directors is architect Larysa Kurylas, well-
known as the designer of the Holodomor 
Memorial in Washington and an expert in 
church architecture, and Martha Holder, an 
international development specialist. The 
foundation also has become partners with 
The Nahirny Fund in Ukraine, chaired by 
Ms. Filevych. 

The first project undertaken by FTPUSA 
restored the “gonty,” or wooden shingles, of 
a church in Staryi Yar, Lviv Oblast, built in 
the 17th century. The project, which began 
in September 2016, was completed by 
summer 2017. 

“A local tradesmen’s brigade was orga-
nized; they came in from Ivano-Frankivsk. 
They located, cut and brought to the site the 
shingles made, by tradition, from boards of 
the ‘smereka’ (spruce),” Ms. Lew related. 
“Not many people still know how to cut, 
shape and place gonty, and from this project, 
new cadres were trained to do this work.” 

A second project was completed in 
October 2017 with the Ukrainian Catholic 
University and Ukraine’s Border Guards, at 
the suggestion of the university’s rector, the 
Rev. Bohdan Prakh. 

“In 1951, the Soviet Union and Poland 

redrew their borders,” noted Ms. Lew, “and 
the Ukrainian village of Smilnytsia was 
resettled, the church and cemetery aban-
doned. On one of his recent trips to Poland, 
the Rev. Prakh was approached by a 
Ukrainian border guard who had discov-
ered the remains of the old cemetery.” 

With funding from FTPUSA, overgrowth 
was cleared, crosses and tombstones, some 
dating back to the early 19th century, were 
straightened, cleaned and repaired, ele-
ments were excavated for research. A com-
memorative roadside marker was placed to 
explain the history of the abandoned village 
in Lviv Oblast near the border with Poland.

On October 15, 2017, descendants were 
brought to the site for a prayer service led by 
the Rev. Prakh. “It was a deeply moving 
event, an honorable one,” said Ms. Lew, “And I 
am humbled that we could play a small role.”

In Ukraine, a government-funded pres-
ervation and restoration program includes 
site identification and evaluation, training 
and materials. However, some matching 
funds must be provided by the local com-
munity. Ms. Lew noted that many small 
communities cannot afford to qualify for a 
site evaluation, much less a state-designat-
ed restoration project. 

With the experience of two projects in 
three years, using funds from donations 
and two fund-raisers – one in New Jersey 
and one in Washington, D.C. – the founda-
tion has plans to expand, albeit one step at 
a time. After all, noted Ms. Lew, FTPUSA is 
an all-volunteer organization. 

“We’re currently reviewing proposals for 
a third project,” she said. “We received won-
derful response to both our projects, and 
much gratitude. I think we’ve found our 
niche – smaller and unique efforts that larg-
er restorations often overlook.” 

*  *  *
For more information about FTPUSA, or 

to make a donation, readers may visit the 
foundation’s website, http://ftpusa.org/
donate.html; e-mail info@ftpusa.org; or like 
the Foundation to Preserve Ukraine’s Sacral 
Arts on Facebook. 

(Continued from page 11)
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ПЛЕМ’Я ПЛАСТУНОК  „ПЕРШІ СТЕЖІ“
влаштовує

„ДЕННИЙ ТАБІР ПТАШАТ ПРИ ПЛАСТІ“
     для дітей від 4 до 6 років, які володіють 

(розуміють і розмовляють) українською мовою

• Дитина мусить мати закінчених 4 роки життя до 31 серпня 2018 р. Вийнятків немає. 
• Дитина мусить мати усі приписані щеплення.
• Дитина, яка склала Заяву Вступу до новацтва, не може брати участи в таборaх для Пташат.

 Табір відбудеться на Союзівці  у двох групах:
• від неділі 24 червня до суботи 30 червня 2018 р.
• від неділі 1 липня до суботи 7 липня 2018 р.

У справі кімнат просимо порозуміватися прямо з Адміністрацією Союзівки:
SOYUZIVKA, P. O. Box 529, 216 Foordmore Road, Kerhonkson, NY 12446

                         (845) 626-5641;  www. Soyuzivka.com;  Fax: 845-626-4638

• Tаборова оплата: $150.00 ($20.00 незворотні); оплата за два тижні 290.00 дол.
• Зголошення і таборову оплату (чек виписаний на Plast – Pershi Stezhi) надсилати до: 

 Mrs. Oresta Fedyniak, 2626 W. Walton Ave., Chicago, IL 60622
                       Tel.: 773 486-0394 (від 8:00 до 10:00 ранку)

• Реченець зголошень: 30 травня 2018 р.  • Після реченця не приймаємо зголошень.
• Лікарську посвідку НЕ пересилати з анкетою зголошення. Просимо передати при       
   реєстрації.

КАРТА ЗГОЛОШЕННЯ НА ТАБІР ПТАШАТ-2018
Ім’я і прізвище дитини ....................................................................................................................

                        по-українськи і по-англійськи

Дата народження ...............................................................................................................................
Адреса ....................................................................................................................................................
Телефон .................................................... E-mail ..............................................................................

Просимо залучити посвідку дати народження дитини, яку вписуєтe на табір перший раз
     ☐ від 24 червня до 30 червня 2018 р.  ☐ від 1 липня до 7 липня 2018 р.
     Величина таборової сорочинки дитини: ☐ 6-8,  ☐10-12,    ☐14-16.
     ☐ Залучую чек на суму $..............           ☐ Резервую кімнату на Союзівці

................................................................................................................................................................
ім’я і прізвище матері (подати дівоче прізвище)

Завваги ................................................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................................................
 ...............................................................................................................Підпис батька або матері

at cost-recovery level, jumpstart privatiza-
tion of state assets and make the newly 
revamped pension system more “sustain-
able,” according to past IMF statements. 

Cumulatively, Ukraine has received only 
$8.7 billion of IMF money since April 2014, 
and the last disbursement for $1 billion 
came in April of last year, four months 
behind schedule. No additional tranches 
have followed. 

In lieu of reform, Ukraine’s leadership 
has opted to tap foreign and domestic bond 
markets to keep the country afloat, with 
borrowing costs far higher than the 
approximate 3 percent interest rate that 
the IMF charges, according to Kyiv-based 
Investment Capital Ukraine (ICU).

For example, in September Ukraine 
raised $3 billion in a Eurobond placement 
with a 7.4 coupon rate. Kyiv has also bor-
rowed heavily on the domestic bond mar-
ket. As early as February 6 of this year, the 
Ministry of Finance sold 5.2 billion hrv 

worth of bonds with maturities of up to one 
year, according to an ICU note to investors. 

Externally, Ukraine must pay back over 
$3.4 billion of expiring debt this year and 
an additional $4.5 billion the following year, 
according to the ICU’s calculations. 
Domestically, Ukraine must repay the 
equivalent of $7.1 billion in debt this year. 

As of February 1, the central bank has 
about $18.4 billion in foreign currency 
reserves, or the equivalent of 3.6 months of 
imports. In its macroeconomic outlook for 
2018-2019, Kyiv-based Dragon Capital 
investment bank said it expects foreign cur-
rency reserves to grow to $21 billion this 
year. 

President Petro Poroshenko has sig-
naled he will push through a bill this year 
to form an anti-corruption court. However, 
his version of the bill, which failed to get on 
the Parliament’s agenda on February 6, 
does not comply with IMF demands. 

“Ahead are months of responsible deci-
sions. What I would ask national deputies 
to do immediately is, in strict accordance 
with all regulatory procedures, to start the 
consideration of a bill on the Anti-

Corruption Court, which I submitted,” Mr. 
Poroshenko wrote on his Facebook page. 

He also called on lawmakers to rescind a 
controversial clause in existing anti-graft 
legislation that requires executive-level 
representatives of non-profit organizations 
to file yearly asset declarations. 

The Venice Commission, an advisory 
body on constitutional issues to the Council 
of Europe, has said Mr. Poroshenko’s bill – 
one of four drafted – won’t meet its stated 
goal of combating graft. 

In particular, the most controversial sec-
tion of the president’s bill concerns the 
powers that a public council of internation-
al experts will have when selecting judges 
during a competitive process, Verkhovna 
Rada Chair Andriy Parubiy said during a 
political talk show on the ICTV channel on 
February 5.

“Probably the most important discus-
sion will concern the competence of the 
public council of international experts,” Mr. 
Parubiy said. “International partners rec-
ommend that the public council of interna-
tional experts be able to assess a certain 
candidate at the time of consideration and 

that the High Qualification Commission of 
Judges consider only those candidates who 
passed the preliminary discussion of the 
public council, and, accordingly, submit 
them for final approval.”

Another inconsistency that should be 
rectified is to ensure that the anti-graft 
court will be in the same jurisdiction as the 
National Anti-Corruption Bureau and the 
Specialized Anti-Corruption Prosecutor’s 
Office, both of which were formed after the 
2014 Euro-Maidan Revolution. 

Verkhovna Rada Vice-Chair Iryna 
Gerashchenko, in an interview she gave to 
Holos Ukrainy on February 6, said the bill 
should pass this year and start operating in 
2019.

“I have no doubt that all deputies realize 
the responsibility for voting on this draft bill 
and that it will be adopted,” she said. “The 
president submitted his version [of the bill], 
and it can be worked on in the second [of 
two] readings to include corrections.”

At a baseline level, Ukraine’s economy 
will grow 3 to 3.5 percent this year, predict-
ed Goesta Ljungman, the IMF’s resident 
representative in Ukraine. 

(Continued from page 1)

As Kyiv skirts...

German Foreign Affairs Minister Frank 
Walter Steinmeier said that Minsk II “can 
be a step that can remove us from the spi-
ral of military escalation towards a political 
impulse after weeks of violence.” 

Overnight negotiations began on 
February 11, and during that time Russian-
backed forces had killed two soldiers and 
injured 21. Three civilians were killed and 
five injured in the towns of Kramatorsk, 
Debaltseve, Vuhlehirsk and Avdiyivka, as 
reported by Vyacheslav Abroskin, head of 
the Donetsk Oblast police. 

The negotiations were led by the 
“Normandy format” – France, Germany, 
Russia and Ukraine. Moscow’s demands 
had proven to be such an impasse, that on 
the morning of February 12, the press con-
ference for the signing ceremony was can-
celed.

The agreement also guaranteed pardons 
and amnesty to Russian-backed fighters, 
which many Ukrainian observers saw as a 
concession to Moscow. The Ukrainian gov-
ernment refused to recognize the 212 
square miles (550 square kilometers) con-
trolled by the “separatists,” but the agree-
ment offered its recognition of that territo-
ry, requiring the withdrawal of heavy 
armaments “from the actual line of con-
tact.”

For Ukraine to regain control of its bor-
der with Russia, a number of conditions 
needed to be met by the end of 2015, 
including a law on establishing special sta-
tus of the Russian-occupied territory, elec-
tions were to be held locally in the Donbas 
and the amendments to the Constitution of 
Ukraine would provide for decentralization 
in certain areas of the Donetsk and 
Luhansk regions.  

Lithuanian President Dalia Grybauskaite 
described the overall agreement as “abso-
lutely weak.” Ryszard Czarnecki, vice-presi-
dent of the European Parliament, said 
some European countries “would like to 
have calm at any price,” adding: “Merkel 
and Hollande, without the participation of 
the EU and representing the economic 
interests of their states, sacrificed Ukraine. 
This peace is definitely more beneficial for 
Moscow than Kyiv because it de facto polit-
ically sanctions the gains of the Russian 
Federation.” 

Source: “Second ceasefire deal signed at 
Minsk summit,” by Zenon Zawada, The 
Ukrainian Weekly, February 15, 2015.

(Continued from page 6)

Turning...
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Officials who attended included Larysa 
Gerasko, consul general of Ukraine, 
Mantvydas Bekesius, consul general of 
Lithuania, Commissioner Dan Patlak of the 
Cook County Board of Review and 
Alderman Brian Hopkins, who represents 
the Ukrainian Village in Chicago. Greetings 
were presented from Chicago Mayor Rahm 
Emanuel, Sen. Tammy Duckworth (D-Ill.) 
and Rep. Adam Kinzinger (R-Ill.). 

A surprise special guest from Ukraine, 
former Vice-Chairman of the Verkhovna 
Rada, Ruslan Koshulynskyy, greeted the 
audience with a call for support of Ukraine. 
Csaba Zongor and Romuald Poplawski, 
president and vice-president, respectively, 
of the Polish Hungarian World Federal 
Federation, and Henry Marciniak, chairman 
of Road to Peace Foundation, also brought 
greetings and words of support to the 
Ukrainian community. 

The annual Day of Unity event in 
Chicago honors members who contribute 
to the community in significant ways and 
promote the best interests of the Ukrainian 

people. This year’s honorees were Irka 
Tkaczuk, chair of the board of trustees of St. 
Nicholas Cathedral School in Chicago; Peter 
Bencak, national commander of the 
Ukrainian American Veterans; and John 
Jaresko, head of the parish council at St. 
Andrew Ukrainian Orthodox Church in 
Bloomingdale, Ill.

Chicago’s community is proud of the 
SUMA Choir conducted by director 
Volodymyr Popovych. Its program of patri-
otic Ukrainian songs moved the audience to 
a standing ovation, and master bandurist 
Ivan Shmilo demonstrated his musical 
skills with two songs on Ukraine’s national 
instrument. 

Bohdana Bahriy was the masterful mas-
ter of ceremonies who kept the program 
flowing and interesting. 

The Chicago community has continued 
to mark the occasion of Ukraine’s declara-
tion of independence of 1918 throughout 
the years in support of the Ukrainian 
nation’s long struggle for freedom. 

(Continued from page 1)

Chicago...

Alina Shpak of the National Institute of 
Remembrance in Ukraine.

Ukraine’s Consul General Larysa 
Gerasko.

Mantvydas Bekevius consul general of 
Lithuania.

Ruslan Koshulynskyy, former vice-chairman of the 
Verkhovna Rada. 

At the Chicago celebration (from left) are: Pavlo Bandriwsky, Dr. Maria Korkatsch-Groszko, Rep. Danny Davis, 
Alina Shpak, Rep. Mike Quigley and Marta Farion.

Yaroslava Abramiuk

Petro KovtunPetro KovtunPetro Kovtun

Petro Kovtun

influx of refugees that has strained allianc-
es and increased fears of the “other.” …

Perhaps worst of all, and most worri-
some for the future, young people, who 
have little memory of the long struggles 
against fascism and communism, may be 
losing faith and interest in the democratic 
project. The very idea of democracy and its 
promotion has been tarnished among 
many, contributing to a dangerous apathy.

The retreat of democracies is troubling 
enough. Yet at the same time, the world’s 
leading autocracies, China and Russia, have 
seized the opportunity not only to step up 
internal repression but also to export their 
malign influence to other countries, which 
are increasingly copying their behavior and 
adopting their disdain for democracy. …

The spread of antidemocratic practices 
around the world is not merely a setback 
for fundamental freedoms. It poses eco-
nomic and security risks. When more coun-
tries are free, all countries – including the 
United States – are safer and more prosper-
ous. When more countries are autocratic 
and repressive, treaties and alliances crum-
ble, nations and entire regions become 
unstable, and violent extremists have great-
er room to operate. …

Ukraine remains  
partly free

Freedom in the World 2018 assessed 
Ukraine as partly free, giving it scores of 3 
(out of 7, with seven being not free) on both 
political rights and civil liberties. Following 
is an excerpt from the report on Ukraine.

Ukraine continues to recover from the 
disorder that surrounded the ouster of 
Viktor Yanukovych from the presidency in 
2014, as well as the related crisis sparked 
by Russia’s occupation of Crimea and mili-
tary support for separatists in the Donbas 
area of eastern Ukraine. The authorities’ 
failure to prosecute extensive high-level cor-
ruption has undermined the popularity of 
the government and affected some reform 
efforts. In the sphere of civil liberties, politi-
cal pressure and attacks on journalists have 
threatened freedom of the press. 
Key developments in 2017:

• The government made progress 
in crafting and implementing a num-
ber of reforms during the year, 
including changes to the health care 
and education systems, as well as 
measures designed to empower local 
and regional administrations.

• Efforts to fight widespread cor-
ruption stalled, as the independent 
National Anti-Corruption Bureau of 
Ukraine (NABU) faced political inter-
ference, and the chair of a key parlia-
mentary anti-corruption committee 
was dismissed. New disclosure require-
ments were imposed on non-governmental 
organizations (NGOs) that focused on com-
bating corruption. A much-anticipated anti-
corruption court had yet to be established 
at year’s end.

• In May, new sanctions restricted 
Ukrainians’ access to popular Russian 
social media platforms and news outlets.

• Intermittent fighting continued in the 
Donbas. The United Nations reported in 
May that more than 10,000 people had been 
killed in the conflict since it erupted in mid-
2014, more than a quarter of them civilians.

Executive summary

The Cabinet of Prime Minister 
Volodymyr Groysman, who was voted into 
office in a 2016 government shake-up, pre-
sided over a number of reforms in 2017. 
These included initiatives to increase the 
autonomy of regional and local administra-
tions, overhaul the pension system, and 
improve the performance of hospitals and 
reduce corruption within them. Officials 
also made efforts to advance a stalled drive 
to streamline the operations of government 
ministries.

In September,  President  Petro 
Poroshenko signed a law aimed at aligning 
the country’s education system with those 
found in the European Union (EU), but it 
drew criticism for provisions that by 2020 
would mandate Ukrainian as the primary 
language of instruction in most publicly 
funded secondary schools. The weak 
majority coalition was unable to advance a 
number of other reform initiatives, which 
remained blocked in the Parliament due in 
part to opposition from powerful business 
groups and other special interests. …

While Ukraine’s media environment has 

improved since the 2014 change in govern-
ment, journalists face political interference 
as well as violence and harassment. 
Authorities continued to censor some 
Russian news sources and ban individual 
Russian journalists from entering the coun-
try in 2017. …

At year’s end, ceasefire deals had failed 
to bring about lasting peace in Donbas, 
where intermittent combat between 
Russian-backed separatist forces and the 
Ukrainian military continued. Several 
apparently conflict-related assassinations 

and assassination attempts 
occurred during the year. In a May 
report, the Office of the U.N. High 
Commissioner for Human Rights 
(OHCHR) found that at least 10,090 
people, including over 2,700 civil-
ians, had been killed, and nearly 
24,000 injured, since the conflict’s 
outbreak in April 2014. The fight-
ing has also displaced over a mil-
lion people, many of whom struggle 
to access public services elsewhere 
in Ukraine.

EXPLANATORY NOTE: The 
numerical ratings and status listed above 
do not reflect conditions in Crimea, which 
is examined in a separate report. …
Disputed territories are sometimes 
assessed separately if they meet certain cri-
teria, including boundaries that are suffi-
ciently stable to allow year-on-year com-
parisons. 

The full text of the Freedom in the World 
2018, which includes assessments of regional 
trends and country reports, may be found at 
https://freedomhouse.org/report/freedom-
world/freedom-world-2018.

(Continued from page 1)

Freedom House...

Democracy faced its most seri-
ous crisis in decades in 2017 
as its basic tenets – including 
guarantees of free and fair 
elections, the rights of minori-
ties, freedom of the press and 
the rule of law – came under 
attack around the world.
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“Steppe Sounds” with Julian Kytasty in concert at Berklee College of Music
by Ihor Slabicky

BOSTON – “Steppe Sounds” were heard 
in Boston on Friday, January 26, during a 
concert at the Berklee College of Music fea-
turing Julian Kytasty and Matt Scutchfield. 
The event was organized by Olga Gerasymiv.

Mr. Kytasty is the well-known bandurist, 
ethnomusicologist and composer. As one of 
the world’s premier players of the bandura, 
and the instrument’s leading North 
American exponent, he has performed 
throughout the Americas, Europe and 
Central Asia. While doing so, he has rede-
fined the possibilities of the bandura. 

He is the musical director of New York 
Bandura and founder of Bandura 
Downtown, an innovative music series 
based in New York’s East Village that pro-
vides a home for creative explorations of tra-
ditional and contemporary sounds and 
themes. He has collaborated extensively 
with Virlana Tkacz and appeared in a num-
ber of Yara Arts Group productions. He has 
recorded and performed as a soloist, with 

the Canadian world music group Paris to 
Kyiv, and with musical innovators such as 
John Zorn and Derek Bailey, as well as 
cross-culturally with such artists as Wu 
Man, Klezmer revivalist Michael Alpert and 
Mongolian master musician Battuvshin.

Mr. Scutchfield plays on over 20 instru-
ments and in many genres. A Berklee alum-
nus who is steeped in traditional fiddle 
music and bluegrass, he is working on post-
modern and new complexity compositions. 
With his “Tuneology,” he explores different 
fiddle tunes from different regions. 

Mr. Scutchfield opened the evening with 
two fiddle medleys. The first featured a 
Serbo-Croatian tune that is very similar to 
one heard in Missouri and South Carolina, 
as well as “Breaking Up Christmas” and “I 
Have Money in Both My Pockets.” The sec-
ond included the Irish reel “Paddy on the 
Turnpike,” “Tashka” by Peter Ostroushko, 
and “The Barack Obama Reel.”

In a brief discourse, he pointed out the 
similarities between Ukrainian fiddle tunes 
and those from Appalachia, the British Isles 

and other regions. He then played 
“Kozachok” by Mr. Ostroushko, “Ragged Ass 
Bill” and “President George W. Bush’s 
Hornpipe” also by Mr. Ostroushko. 

He finished with “Floppy Eared Mule” and 
“Devil in the Straw Stack,” a tune from North 
Carolina. As he later explained, the melody 
for “Floppy Eared Mule” is very similar to the 
“Dovbush Kozak” recorded by the Ukrainska 
Selska Orchestra in 1930. His playing was 
marvelous, and the adaption of his playing 
style to reflect that of the tune and its region 
made for a remarkable performance.

Mr. Kytasty set the tone of the wide open 
steppe with “Homin Stepiv” (“Echo of the 
Steppes”). Riding one’s stallion across the 
steppe, the wind, the horse galloping freely 
– these were all delightfully presented in 
his rendition of this famous composition by 
Hryhoriy Kytasty. 

He next played the 17th century “Duma 
pro Fedora Bezridnoho.” Here, a fatally 
wounded Kozak enumerates his prized 
possessions, giving them to his aide, in 
return asking that Kozaks bury him in a 
mound in the steppe. His instrumental 
composition “Travel Music,” taken from the 
Yara Arts Group piece “Captain John Smith 
Goes to Ukraine,” followed. (Yes, that 
Captain John Smith spent time in Ukraine 
before he came to Virginia.)

Accompanying himself with an airy 
instrumental, Mr. Kytasty spoke “I Nebo 
Nevmyte (The Sky’s Unwashed)”, a Taras 
Shevchenko poem translated by Ms. Tkacz 
and Wanda Phipps. Turning to religious 
sounds of the steppe, he played “Oi Koly b 
zhe Ya Sviy Konets Vika Znav (pro 
Arkhanhela Havryyila).” Played to his own 
arrangement, this religious and moralistic 
work tells of the sinner who, if he knew 
when he would die, would have prepared 
himself for the final judgment by perform-
ing good deeds and acts of generosity. 

Returning to a jovial mood, Mr. Kytasty 
played “Oy Poyikhav Savradym u Pole Oraty” 
in which the wife, who enjoyed partying 
while her husband labored, begins to cele-
brate with drink and music before her hus-
band Savradym has even had his funeral. 
Keeping with that ambience, he played two 
of the first pieces he learned on bandura, 
including a nimble “Kozachok” dance melo-
dy so light and airy under his deft fingers. 

Mr. Kytasty was then joined by Mr. 
Scutchfield on fiddle. The two played an 
“Improvisation” that started out as a free 
association, jelled into what sounded like a 
folk melody, and just as readily dissolved 
into individual notes. Hearing them devel-
op this work together was simply magical.

Returning to a solo setting, Mr. Kytasty 
played “Nema v Sviti Pravdy” (“Of Truth 
and Falsehood”), a traditional kobzar piece 
about Truth being pushed out and 
Falsehood taking its place. Who knew this 
17th century song could have such rele-
vance in this age of “fake news?” 

The evening ended with a video by 
Waldemart Klyuzko. Utilizing images by 
Evgeniy Maloletka from the war in eastern 
Ukraine, he created odd juxtapositions: a 
farm field that resolved to show the artillery 
emplacement in the foreground; a soldier 
sitting at the battery reading a book, while 
shells shone brightly in their open wooden 
boxes, ready to be fired on command. In 
another segment, a city scene resolves to 
show citizens crossing a river on wooden 
planks laid across a bombed out bridge. 

Mr. Kytasty accompanied the video with 
an optimistic and gentle instrumental piece, 
one that was reminiscent of the composi-
tions on his recent “Nochi v Banduristani 
(Nights in Banduristan)” album, that coun-
tered these images. 

When the video finished, Mr. Kytasty 
went off stage; he returned with Mr. 
Scutchfield to a standing ovation from the 
capacity crowd.

Julian Kytasty at Berklee College of 
Music on January 26. 

Ihor Slabicky
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Works by Patricia Zalisko featured 
in Florida contemporary exhibition

Exhibit of Wolodymyr Pylyshenko’s graphic prints presented in Rochester

NAPLES, Fla. – Patricia Zalisko of southwest Florida 
was one of four contemporary artists invited by the cura-
tors of the Baker Museum at Artis-Naples, to participate 
in Florida Contemporary, a prestigious biennial exhibi-
tion hosted by the museum. The exhibition opened on 
November 16, 2017, and closed on January 14.

The Museum features a vast collection of work, rang-
ing from medieval to contemporary art. Its permanent 
collection includes works by Robert DeNiro Sr., Rufina 
Tamayo, Robert Motherwell, Pablo Picasso, Larry Rivers, 
Niki de St. Phalle, Kara Walker and the largest known 
sculptural assemblage by Louise Nevelson, titled “Dawn’s 
Forest.” The Museum’s campus is large and houses gal-
leries, lecture space and hosts popular performing art-
ists, troupes and orchestras from around the world. 

The 2017-2018 edition of Florida Contemporary dif-
fered from earlier exhibitions. This year, Chief Curator 
Frank Verpoorten and Director of Curatorial Affairs 
Gisela Carbonell decided they would invite who they 
concluded were the best contemporary artists with a 
Florida connection to exhibit a body of their work at the 
museum. Normally, the annual event features one or a 
few pieces from up to 30 artists. However, this year’s edi-
tion presented bodies of work from only four invited art-
ists. One of these collections included the large-scale col-
lages of Ms. Zalisko.

For those visiting southwest Florida, a visit to Artis-
Naples is a wonderful diversion for a great show or 
inspiration. Please consult its website for additional 
information: http://artisnaples.org.

by Jack Wolsky

ROCHESTER, N.Y. – An exhibit at the Flower City Arts 
Center in Rochester, N.Y., on December 8-30, 2017, fea-
tured the prints of Wolodymyr “Mirko” Pylyshenko. This 
solo exhibition focused on Mr. Pylyshenko’s black-and-
white graphic prints made between 1958 and 1966. 

The exhibit included three kinds of prints: linoleum and 
wood cuts, lithographs and etchings. The themes of his 
work encompass Ukrainian motifs, including archetypal 
images of Kozak Mamay, and the brothers Kyi, Shchek and 
Khoryv, known as the legendary founders of Kyiv. Included 
also in the exhibit are a self-portrait, excerpts of text by 
Ukrainian expressionist writer Vasyl Stefanyk and dramatic 
landscapes. All proceeds from prints sold at the exhibit 
were donated to the Flower City Arts Center and to the 
Rochester-Poltava Sister City program.

The exhibition opening reception on December 8 drew 
over 150 guests, among them members of the Ukrainian 
community as well as esteemed artists with whom Mr. 
Pylyshenko has worked over the years, including Bill 
Stewart, Richard Margolis, Robert Marx, Jack Wolsky and 
Boo Poulin. 

Mr. Pylyshenko’s thematic material is culturally and 
politically resonant, as is his choice of form. He explains 
graphic print work as the poor man’s art: blocks of scrap 

wood and cutting utensils are easily found in most places 
and under most conditions. For this reason, “rizba” (wood-
carvings) and prints are commonly found even in poor vil-
lage settings in Ukraine. Mr. Pylyshenko first learned the 
craft of wood cutting as a child during his time in displaced 
persons camps in Germany during the latter years of World 
War II. He was influenced by the rich art that was created 
by Ukrainian refugees in these camps.

Mr. Pylyshenko may be best known in the Ukrainian 
community for his humanitarian work and community 
activism. Together with his wife, Irma Pylyshenko, profes-
sor of dance at the State University of New York (SUNY), 
College at Brockport, he supported the work of Ukrainian 
artists, scholars and dissidents, hosting them in the U.S. 
and assisting in the dissemination of their work during the 
latter years of the Cold War. 

He was appointed by President Jimmy Carter to serve as 
an advisor to the Human Rights Committee in 1980. He 

founded the Professional and Business Association in 
Rochester, N.Y., in 1989. His current efforts are dedicated to 
documenting the history and vast impact of the Ukrainian 
diaspora. His extensive archival collection, the Ukrainian 
Rochester Collection, is housed and publicly available at 
the University of Rochester Rare Book and Archive Library.

In addition to being a print artist, Mr. Pylyshenko is a 
sculptor and a prolific painter in the style of abstract 
expressionism. Wolodymyr Pylyshenko taught art at SUNY 
Brockport for 36 years, and served as chairman of the 
Department of Art and Art History for 10 years. He has also 
taught at the Rochester Institute of Technology, the 
University of Rochester, the Rochester Memorial Art 
Gallery, as well as the National University of Kyiv Mohyla 
Academy University (1996) and Moscow State University 
(1979). 

He currently lectures at universities and colleges as 
archivist and historian of the Greater Rochester Ukrainian 
community, produces a tri-weekly Ukrainian television 
program, and directs the Rochester Ukrainian Credit Union 
Library. He was founder and president of Ukrainian 
National Association Branch 66.

Jack Wolsky is professor emeritus, SUNY, College at 
Brockport.

Wolodymyr Pylyshenko’s “Kozak Mamay.”

A poster for the Pylyshenko exhibit at the Flower City 
Arts Center.

Patricia Zalisko with the title piece in the Florida Contemporary 
2017-2018 exhibition, “Across the River Acheron.”

“Zeleni Sviata” by Wolodymyr Pylyshenko.

Explore the archives of The Ukrainian Weekly and Svoboda online: www.ukrweekly.com • www.svoboda-news.com
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RIGA – Ukrainian cruiserweight champion Oleksandr Usyk’s (14-0, 11 KO) hand is 
raised following a majority-decision, 12-round victory over Mairis Briedis (23-1, 18 
KO) in Riga, Latvia, on January 27. The Symferopol native of the Ukrainian territory of 
Crimea won the World Boxing Conference belt with the nearly even-scored bout (115-
113, 115-113, 114-114) adding to his World Boxing Organization title. The fight was part 
of the internationally promoted World Boxing Super Series tournament that is designed 
to unite all four cruiserweight titles among the sport’s four major governing bodies. 
Usyk, 31, is scheduled to fight on May 11 in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, against Russia’s 
Murat Gassiev (27-0-1, 19 KO) who unified the IBF and WBA titles. Gassiev won on 
February 3 in Sochi against Yunier Dorticos (22-1, 22 KO) of Cuba by 12th-round TKO.

– Mark Raczkiewycz

K2 Promotions

Usyk wins WBC belt in Riga

One of the goals of the law calling for 
this report and for sanctions was “to sepa-
rate the sheep from the goats,” to give those 
within Moscow the chance to “distance 
themselves from Putin personally and his 
immediate entourage, and from the crimi-
nal and corrupt decisions of this regime as 
far as possible.”

 “Instead,” the Cato scholar says, “what 
has been obtained is exactly the opposite: 
for people far from the Putin regime, there 
is now no reason to distance themselves 
because the American administration has 
painted them all in one color.”

What has happened since the substitute 
report was released has made the situa-

tion even worse, Mr. Illarionov continues. 
In his State of the Union address, Mr. 
Trump mentioned Russia only in the con-
text of being a competitor of the U.S. and 
made no reference to sanctions even 
though he discussed those in detail in 
terms of the other countries on which the 
U.S. has imposed them.

Moreover, three leaders of the Russian 
security services, despite the fact that two 
of them are under U.S. sanctions, visited 
Washington, with the U.S. government lift-
ing sanctions “in the interests of national 
security.” (See windowoneurasia2.blogspot.
com/2018/02/in-interests-of-national-
security-us.html.) 

There are too many coincidences to 
ignore, Mr. Illarionov says, and that gives 
new impetus to the question “Who is Mr. 
Trump?” 

(Continued from page 6)

‘Kremlin List’...

Marta Kostyuk first picked up a tennis 
racquet at age 5 although her initial child-
hood years saw Kostyuk pursuing acrobat-
ics as a first love. She won fourth place in the 
Ukrainian national championships as a 
child. Wanting to spend more time with her 
mother, Kostyuk gave up acrobatics to focus 
on tennis at age 11. Talina Beyko, a former 
pro tennis player and now a coach, began 
mentoring her daughter and Marta 
developed a passion for the sport. It 
was not uncommon for her to have 
training days when she spent 12 
hours on the court. She hated to 
lose, she raged and she was a per-
fectionist.

Last year, Kostyuk won the 2017 
Australian Open girls’ singles champion-
ship at age 14 – Grand Slam junior tourna-
ments are open to anyone up to age 18. The 
victory earned her an invitation to qualify-
ing week at this year’s main event. She pro-
ceeded to win all three of her qualifying 
matches, which gained her entry into the 
main draw. Kostyuk dispatched 25th seed-
ed Peng Shuai of China (6-2, 6-2) in her 
first match, then took out Australia’s Olivia 
Rogowska, a wild-card entry ranked 
No.168 in the world, by a score of 6-3, 7-5. 
It is important to note Kostyuk entered the 
Australian Open ranked No.541. By defeat-
ing Rogowska she became the youngest 
player to reach the third round in 
Melbourne since Martina Hingis in 1996.

After winning the Australian Open girls 
title in 2017, Kostyuk jumped to the profes-
sional ranks. She is represented by the high-
profile, former world No. 3 Ivan Ljubicic, 
who is currently Roger Federer’s coach. His 
impact on her game has been immediate.

“Ivan is always helping me when he sees 
me,” Kostyuk said in a chat with tennis.com. 
“And Roger, we speak twice. You know, real-
ly, like speak. Not like, ‘Hey, how are you.’ 
That was nice.”

Her success in Melbourne has brought 
her lots of attention – the kind that has 
proved difficult for other young players in 
the past. One of the reasons breakthroughs 
like Hingis’ are so rare these days is that 
the WTA Tour limits the number of tourna-
ments teenagers can play. Marta is eligible 
for only 10 tourneys at her age of 15.

Kostyuk is not very tall and is not 
blessed with the muscular lower body phy-
sique of some shorter players. She does 
have the broad shoulders of a swimmer, 
which coupled with her excellent timing 
and pronounced weight transfer from back 
to front, provide her flat groundstrokes 
with easy power. One of her forehand win-
ners was clocked at 94 miles per hour. 

Madison Keys, 22-year-old American star, 
is mentioned as owning the biggest fore-
hand in women’s tennis, one which regular-
ly reaches 80 mph. Remember that Marta is 
only 15 years young.

The third round had her in an all-Ukrai-
nian match up against Elina Svitolina, the 
bettor’s favorite to win the Australian Open 
(Svitolina would lose to Elise Mertens in the 
quarterfinals) and arguably the most con-
sistent top player in the women’s game over 
the past year. The two are not well acquaint-
ed, with the 23-year-old Svitolina spending 
most of her year on tour and much of her 
downtime in London. Kostyuk is based in 
Zagreb, Croatia, working with Ljubicic.

After torching Svitolina early, breaking 
her quickly in the opening game without 
dropping a single point, the young newcom-
er began experiencing the challenges of pro 
tennis. The brilliant 15-year-old started 
spraying shots, tightening up on critical 
points, losing her bearings on court position, 
muffing volleys, getting grumpy and impa-
tient. Her play became erratic, she would 
double fault nine times. She lost the form 
she displayed in the first game by the second 
game, and never regained it. She wound up 
losing 2-6, 2-6 in under an hour, and by the 
time she had grabbed her racquet bag and 
reached the tunnel, she was seen biting hard 
on the towel around her neck, perhaps 
reacting a bit like a 15-year-old.

Asked in a post-match press conference 
how much she learned, Kostyuk said: “A lot. 
How much do you have to pay Svitolina to 
have a one-hour lesson? I got if for free. 
She’s a good player, but what I learned is 
that you can play against everyone. I had 
the chances, but because I thought she is 
incredible, like she’s a God, I cannot do any-
thing against her, that’s the problem.”

The pair shared a warm hug at the net, 
and Svitolina had some encouraging words 
for Kostyuk, who revealed she was in tears 
after the match.

“It was a sad day, playing another 
Ukrainian girl,” said Svitolina. “She’s a great 
fighter. She has a great future – we’re going 
to hear a lot more about her.”

Then on February 3, Kostyuk won final 
6-4, 6-3 against Viktorija Golubic of 
Switzerland at the ITF Women’s Circuit in 
Burnie, Australia. This was Kostyuk’s second 
professional-level title in her career, having 
won the ITF tournament in Dunakeszi, 
Hugnary, in 2017. Kostyuk advanced to 
185th position in the WTA rankings.

Marta Kostyuk: 
Th rilling tennis phenom

on tennis at age 11. Talina Beyko, a former 
pro tennis player and now a coach, began 
mentoring her daughter and Marta 
developed a passion for the sport. It 
was not uncommon for her to have 
training days when she spent 12 
hours on the court. She hated to 
lose, she raged and she was a per-

Last year, Kostyuk won the 2017 
Australian Open girls’ singles champion-
ship at age 14 – Grand Slam junior tourna-
ments are open to anyone up to age 18. The Marta Kostyuk kisses the ITF Women’s 

Circuit trophy on February 3 in Burnie, 
Australia. 

Marta Kostyuk (top) hugs Elina 
Svitolina after their match during the 

2018 Australian Open in Melbourne. 

Twitter.com/Marta_Kostyuk

Cameron Spencer
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Through Art exhibit, “World Through the Eyes of the Artist,” 
February 25 featuring ballpoint pen art of Andriy Poletaev, Ukrainian
Chicago National Museum, 312-421-8020

Through April 2 Art exhibit, “Colors in Nature and Artistic Design,” by
Summit, NJ  Lesya Hanenko Dovbenko, Visual Arts Center of New
 Jersey, 908-273-9121 or lesyadovbenko@gmail.com

February 12 Seminar with Iurii Zazuliak, “Slavery, Violence and the 
Cambridge, MA Origin of Serfdom in the late Medieval Galicia,” Harvard 
 University, www.huri.harvard.edu or 617-495-4053

February 12 Presentation comparing the nuclear disasters at 
Middletown, CT Fukushima and Chornobyl, “Nuclear Meltdowns and
 Radioactive Contamination,” by Arnold Gunderson and
 Timothy Mousseau, Usdan Student Center, Wesleyan
 University, www.wesleyan.edu

February 15 Book presentation, “The Ukrainian Night: An Intimate 
Middletown, CT History of Revolution” by Marci Shore, Boger Hall,
 Wesleyan University, www.wesleyan.edu

February 15 Lecture by Andriy Meleshevych, “Corruption in Post-
Stanford, CA Soviet Ukraine,” Stanford University, 650-725-2563 or
 creeesinfo@stanford.edu

February 16 Concert, “From Rio de la Plata to the roaring Dnipro,” 
Chicago featuring the KAIA String Quartet, Ukrainian Institute of
 Modern Art, 773-227-5522 or www.uima-chicago.org

February 16 Photography exhibit, “The Basketweavers of Iza” by 
through March 14 Anna Voitenko, Ukrainian Institute of America, 
New York 212-288-8660 or www.ukrainianinstitute.org

February 16-18 Performance by Lemon Bucket Orkestra, “Counting Sheep:
Oakland, CA  A Guerilla Folk Opera” by Mark and Marichka Marczyk,
 Oakland Metro Operahouse, 510-763-1146 or
 www.oaklandmetro.org

February 17 Book launch, “Ukraine: Pages From a Family Album,” by 
New York Valentyna Kyrylova, Shevchenko Scientific Society, 
 212-254-5130

February 17 Lecture and workshop with Olga Kobryn, “The Art of 
Old Bridge, NJ Ukrainian Embroidery,” Ukrainian National Women’s League
 of America (Branch 98), Old Bridge Public Library,
 unwla98@gmail.com or www.oldbridgelibrary.org/event/
 ukrainian-embroidery-workshop 

February 20 Panel discussion, “Ukrainian Resistance in Uncertain Times,”
Middletown, CT with performance “This Side of the Curtain” by Julian Kytasty,
 Yevshan Ukrainian Vocal Ensemble and Wesleyan artists, 
 Memorial Chapel, Wesleyan University, www.wesleyan.edu

February 20 Presentation by Mark Andryczyk, “The White Chalk of 
New York Days: The Contemporary Ukrainian Literature Series
 Anthology,” Columbia University, 212-854-4697

February 20 Film presentation, “The War of Chimeras” by Anastasiya 
New York Starozhytska, Ukrainian Film Club at Columbia University,
 Deutches Haus, 212-854-6525 or www.columbia.edu/cu/ufc  

February 22 Presentation by Sreccko Horvat, “Europe – The Final 
Stanford, CA Countdown,” Stanford University, 
 creeesinfo@stanford.edu or 650-725-2563

February 23-24 Lenten retreat, Ukrainian Orthodox League, Holy 
Lutz/Dover, FL Protection Orthodox Church, and Bethany Center, 
 www.holyorthodox.org or www.uolofusa.org

February 24 Gerdany (bead-strung necklaces) course, with
through March 17 instruction by Olha Lesko, The Ukrainian Museum, 
New York www.ukrainianmuseum.org or 212-228-0110

February 24 Pysanka workshop, with instruction by Anna Chychula, 
through March 24 Ukrainian National Museum, 312-421-8020 or 
Chicago info@ukainianmuseum.org

Entries in “Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to events 
advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome submissions 
from all our readers. Items will be published at the discretion of the editors 
and as space allows. Please send e-mail to mdubas@ukrweekly.com.

 
CREDIT UNION CEO CAREER OPPORTUNITY

Selfreliance Ukrainian American Federal Credit Union
2332 West Chicago Ave, Chicago, IL 60622

Selfreliance Ukrainian American Federal Credit Union is a 	 nancial 
institution serving over twenty thousand members in the Ukrainian-
American communities of Chicagoland and New Jersey.  The institution is 
seeking a Chief Executive O�  cer to replace the retiring CEO, targeting a 
candidate with the following quali	 cations:

• Five years or more of successful experience in senior management at a 
U.S. 	 nancial institution.

• Multidisciplinary skills in leadership, communication, group 
collaboration, planning and reporting.

• Ability to work with various department managers including lending, 
compliance, personnel, marketing, 	 nancial reporting, accounting, 
computer database management and security.

• Bilingual speaking, reading and writing skills in English and Ukrainian.  
• U.S. Citizenship or permanent residency required and needs to live in [or 

relocate to] Chicago area.
• Bachelor’s and/or Master’s Degree in Business Administration with 

reasonable knowledge of key 	 nance, marketing, accounting and 
management principles.

• Regular travel necessary to visit branch o�  ces, meet with regulators, 
trade groups and participate in industry-wide conferences.

Compensation commensurate with experience and skill set. 
All inquiries are strictly con	 dential. Please direct all inquiries to 

ceosearch@selfreliance.com.

UNA  BRANCH 37 ANNUAL MEETING 
Sunday, March 4, 2018

Whippany NJ: Branch 37 of the UNA Inc. will hold its annual meeting on 
Sunday, March 4, 2018 at 1:00 pm at the Ukrainian American Cultural 
Center in the Chornomorska Sitch room, 60 C Je� erson Rd., Whippany NJ. 

On the agenda: 
 1. Election of a delegate to the 39th UNA Convention, 
 2. Branch business
For more information please call the Branch Secretary, Oksana 
Stanko, at 908-872-2192 or by email to stankouna@optimum.net.
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PREVIEW OF EVENTS
Saturday, February 17

NEW YORK: The Shevchenko Scientific 
Society invites all to a book launch of 
“Ukraine: Pages From a Family Album” 
(ArtHuss, 2017), by Valentyna Kyrylova. 
Ms. Kyrylova, former editor-in-chief of the 
publishing house Osnovy, is the general 
manager of the project Nomina. The event 
will take place at the society’s building, 63 
Fourth Ave. (between Ninth and 10th 
streets) at 5 p.m. For additional informa-
tion call 212-254-5130.

Tuesday, February 20

NEW YORK: Please join the Ukrainian 
Studies Program at the Harriman Institute, 
Columbia University, for a presentation by 
Mark Andryczyk, compiler and editor of 
“The White Chalk of  Days:  The 
Contemporary Ukrainian Literature Series 

Anthology” (Academic Studies Press, 
2017). The Contemporary Ukrainian 
Literature Series has recurrently organized 
readings in the U.S. for Ukraine’s leading 
writers since 2008. The anthology pres-
ents translations of literary works by 
series guests that imaginatively engage 
pivotal issues in today’s Ukraine and 
express its tribulations and jubilations. 
Featuring poetry, fiction and essays by 15 
Ukrainian writers, the anthology offers 
English-language readers a wide array of 
the most beguiling literature written in 
Ukraine in the past 50 years. This event 
will take place at noon in the Marshall D. 
Shulman Seminar Room (Room 1219, 
International Affairs Building, 420 W. 
118th St.). The event is free and open to 
the public. For additional information call 
212-854-4697.

PREVIEW OF EVENTS GUIDELINES
Preview of Events is a listing of Ukrainian community events open to the public. It is a ser-
vice provided at minimal cost ($20 per listing) by The Ukrainian Weekly to the Ukrainian 
community. 

To have an event listed in Preview of Events please send information, in English, written 
in Preview format, i.e., in a brief paragraph that includes the date, place, type of event, 
sponsor, admission, full names of persons and/or organizations involved, and a phone 
number and/or e-mail address to be published for readers who may require additional 
information. Items must be no more than 100 words long. 

Preview items must be received no later than one week before the desired date of 
publication (i.e., they must be received by 9 am Monday morning). Please include pay-
ment for each time the item is to appear and indicate date(s) of issue(s) in which the item 
is to be published. Also, senders are asked to include the phone number of a person who 
may be contacted by The Weekly during daytime hours, as well as their complete mailing 
address. 

Information should be sent to preview@ukrweekly.com. When e-mailing, please do not 
send items as attachments – simply type the text into the body of the e-mail message. 
Preview items and payments may be mailed to: Preview of Events, The Ukrainian Weekly, 
2200 Route 10, P.O. Box 280, Parsippany, NJ 07054.

• Special dance performances on the main
   concourse throughout the night
• Each ticket purchased includes 
   a Ukrainian Heritage Night t-shirt 
   and a group gift 
• Special National Anthem and Color 
   Guard presentation
• Join us for a post game photo on the 
   main ice aft er the game
• Special highlighted Hero of the Game

To purchase tickets: 
Please visit groupmatics.events/event/Ukrainianheritage

For questions: 
Please contact Myron Bytz at (973) 989-5800 or email bytzmm@gmail.com


