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U.S. State Department:
“Crimea Is Ukraine”

Following is a statement by Heather 
Nauert, acting undersecretary for public 
diplomacy and public affairs, and spokes-
person for the U.S. Department of State, 
released on March 14. The press statement 
is titled “Crimea Is Ukraine.”

Four years ago this week, Russia held 
an illegitimate, fabricated “referendum” 
in Ukraine in a futile attempt to legiti-
mize its purported annexation of 
Ukrainian territory. Crimean residents 
were compelled to vote under scrutiny 
by heavily armed Russian troops. 
Russia’s claim that Ukrainians made a 
free choice in that sham “referendum” 
has always lacked credibility.

In his campaign rally in Crimea today, 
President [Vladimir] Putin reiterated 
Russia’s false claims to Ukrainian territo-
ry in another open admission that the 
Russian government disdains the inter-
national order and disrespects the terri-
torial integrity of sovereign nations.

In light of Putin’s remarks, it is impor-
tant to call attention to the illegitimacy of 
the staged “referendum,” but also to the 

tremendous human costs the Russian 
government has imposed on the people 
of Crimea. Over the past four years, 
Russia has engaged in a campaign of 
coercion and violence, targeting anyone 
opposed to its attempted annexation. 
Russian occupation authorities have sub-
jected Crimean Tatars, ethnic Ukrainians, 
pro-Ukrainian activists, civil society 
members, and independent journalists to 
politically motivated prosecution and 
ongoing repression, while methodically 
suppressing nongovernmental organiza-
tions and independent media outlets. 

We stand behind those courageous 
individuals who continue to speak out 
about these abuses and we call on Russia 
to cease its attempts to quell fundamental 
freedoms of expression, peaceful assem-
bly and association, and religion or belief.

We reaffirm our commitment to 
Ukraine’s sovereignty and territorial 
integrity within its internationally recog-
nized borders. Crimea is part of Ukraine 
and our Crimea-related sanctions will 
remain in place until Russia returns con-
trol of the peninsula to Ukraine.

by Mark Raczkiewycz

KYIV – Authorities detained a decorated 
prisoner exchange negotiator with alleged 
ties to U.S.-sanctioned Viktor Medvedchuk 
on suspicion of preparing crimes and ter-
rorist acts, as well as arms smuggling.

Volodymyr Ruban, 50, was found to have 
been transporting a sizable arms cache hid-
den in furniture on March 8 inside a 
Mercedes Sprinter van at a government-
controlled checkpoint north of Russia-
occupied Horlivka. 

He rejected the accusations, saying he 
wasn’t aware the furniture contained weap-
ons, the following day at a bail hearing in 
Kyiv during which he was remanded for two 
months without bail. In a brief exchange 
with journalists, he added: “there’s no great-
er enemy than Medvedchuk… He’s nobody 
to me… Stop associating me with Mr. 
Medvedchuk.” 

In turn, Mr. Medvedchuk, through his 
Ukrainian Choice group, denied that the 
accused has ties to the organization. 

“First of all, it must be emphasized that 
Volodymyr Ruban isn’t and never was a mem-
ber of the Ukrainian Choice civic movement,” 
the group said in a March 10 statement. 

Himself a key facilitator of prisoner 
exchanges, Mr. Medvedchuk has asset 
freezes imposed on him in the U.S. and the 
European Union for his role in promoting 
Russia’s annexation of Crimea. The 
63-year-old lawyer is a close friend of 
Russian President Vladimir Putin and still a 
pivotal power broker in Ukraine. 

SBU: Accomplished POW swapper 
detained with cache of weapons

(Continued on page 5)

by Mark Raczkiewycz

KYIV – The European Union’s foreign 
policy chief, Federica Mogherini, urged 
Ukraine to double down on anti-graft 
efforts and push ahead with reforms that 
include meeting policy commitments for 
the Association Agreement in her second 
visit in that capacity on March 12. 

During separate joint briefings with 
President Petro Poroshenko and Prime 
Minister Volodymyr Groysman, she empha-
sized giving existing graft-fighting institu-
tions the independence and “enough pow-
ers and resources to investigate, prosecute 
and eventually ensure the conviction of 
those responsible for corruption.”

The former Italian foreign affairs minis-
ter also urged Ukraine’s leadership to final-
ly establish a long-promised independent 
anti-corruption court that is “fully in line 
with the recommendations of the Venice 
Commission” – the EU’s advisory body on 
constitutional law. 

Ms. Mogherini, whose five-year term 
ends next year, also pressed for authorities 
to follow through on analyzing the income 
declarations “of officials and high-profile 
public figures,” in an interview she gave to 
the UNIAN news agency on March 11 prior 
to visiting Kyiv. 

Further aid from the EU and 
Washington-based lender International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) is contingent on the 
judiciary body’s formation, she added. 

On March 1, the Verkhovna Rada passed 
the president’s version of a bill establishing 
the anti-graft court in the first of two read-
ings. Experts noted it is not in line with the 
Venice Commission’s requirements, namely 
to have judges selected without political 

influence and with the involvement of 
international donors. 

Perhaps not surprisingly, during the EU 
envoy’s visit, prosecutors got Parliament’s 
procedural committee to include a vote to 
arrest current Opposition Party lawmaker 
and former Naftogaz Group CEO Yevhen 
Bakulin on the legislature’s agenda. He is 
suspected of abusing his position and 
defrauding the state of more than $336 mil-
lion while heading the state-run energy 
conglomerate until March 2014. 

It was Ms. Mogherini’s first visit to Kyiv 
since last year’s breakthrough agreements 
between the EU and Ukraine went into 
effect: a far-ranging political and free-trade 
pact and visa-free travel for Ukrainians. 

“I can even speak of successes… for this 
new phase of our relationship that is really 
opening up space for improvements in the 
everyday life of the citizens of Ukraine are 
fundamentally important also for the EU,” 
she said during a joint briefing with the 
president. 

Ms. Mogherini added that Ukraine’s ris-
ing exports to the EU are the “main driver 
of economic growth in the country.”

Ukraine’s exports to the 28-nation bloc 
surged by 21 percent last year – or 10 
times as fast as the nation’s economy. In 
monetary terms, exports increased by $4 
billion to $17.5 billion, according to the 
State Statistics Service of Ukraine. 
Agricultural products comprised the larg-
est share of exports at 32 percent. Last year, 
Ukraine had a $3.3 billion negative trade 
balance with the EU. 

A commitment to backing Ukraine’s 
“independence” was also stated by the EU 
official.

Chief EU envoy sees no “fatigue”
in support for Ukraine during visit

(Continued on page 19)

President Petro Poroshenko with the European Union’s chief foreign policy envoy, 
Federica Mogherini, in Kyiv on March 12. 

Presidential Administration of Ukraine

Authorities arrested Volodymyr Ruban, 
50, while he was allegedly trying to smug-
gle an arsenal into government-controlled 

territory in the Donbas on March 8. 

facebook.com/volodymyr.ruban
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Ukraine’s athletes won’t compete in Russia 

The Ukrainian government has ordered 
its athletes not to take part in any competi-
tions held in Russia, which Kyiv accuses of 
occupying its territory. The Ukrainian 
Ministry of Youth and Sports issued a 
decree March 14 to “prohibit... the partici-
pation of members of the Ukrainian nation-
al sports teams in any sports competitions 
held on the territory of the Russian 
Federation.” Sports Minister Ihor Zhdanov 
said he signed the order because “aggres-
sors and offenders must be expelled from 
the global sports arena,” and because of 
Russia’s record of widespread doping in 
sports. Mr. Zhdanov added that Ukrainian 
athletes faced “dangerous” conditions in 
Russia. He called for international sports 
federations not to allow competitions in 
Russia, where there is “systematic neglect 
of international sports legislation and vio-
lations of the code of the World Anti-
Doping Agency.” The ministry didn’t imme-
diately reply to a request for comment on 
possible punishments for Ukrainian ath-
letes or teams who break the ban. Many 
Ukrainian athletes, especially in Olympic 
sports, rely indirectly on the government 
for much of their funding. The first compe-
tition to be affected is next week’s final 
round of the Biathlon World Cup in the 
Russian city of Tyumen. The Ukrainian 
team won’t take part, and the U.S. and 
Czech biathlon teams have also pulled out, 
saying Russia’s record of doping makes it 
an unsuitable host. Ukraine didn’t qualify 
for this year’s Soccer World Cup in Russia, 
though some Ukrainian players play for 
Russian clubs. Since Russia annexed 
Crimea in 2014, Ukrainian teams have con-
tinued to compete in Russia at events in 
sports such as boxing and biathlon. (RFE/
RL, based on reporting by AP, DPA and 
Interfax)

Sentsov ‘ready to ask for clemency’

Ukrainian filmmaker Oleh Sentsov, who 
opposed Moscow’s seizure of Crimea and is 
now in prison in Russia, is “ready to ask for 
clemency” in order to be exchanged for 
Russian nationals held in Ukraine, his law-
yer says. Dmitry Dinze told RFE/RL on 
March 12 that writing to Russian President 

Vladimir Putin to ask for a pardon “is the 
only way to make sure that he will be 
exchanged” for Russians or Russia-backed 
separatists held by Kyiv. “You either write 
[to Putin] and go, or remain behind bars,” 
Mr. Dinze said, adding that it is a condition 
that must be met to qualify as part of an 
exchange of captives. Mr. Sentsov, a native 
of Crimea who opposed Russia’s seizure 
and annexation of the Ukrainian peninsula 
in 2014, is serving a 20-year prison term 
after being convicted on terrorism charges 
that he and human rights groups contend 
are politically motivated. Mr. Sentsov was 
arrested in May 2014 on suspicion of plan-
ning fire-bombings of pro-Russian organi-
zations in Crimea. A Russian court convict-
ed him on multiple terrorism charges in 
August 2014. Mr. Sentsov has denied all 
charges against him, saying that a “trial by 
occupiers cannot be fair by definition.” The 
prominent Russian human rights group 
Memorial has recognized Mr. Sentsov as a 
political prisoner, and international rights 
organizations have called for his release. 
(RFE/RL)

Putin’s minorities remark triggers backlash 

Russian President Vladimir Putin’s 
recent suggestion that Jews and other 
minorities in Russia could have been 
behind the meddling in the 2016 U.S. presi-
dential election has prompted a backlash in 
the United States. The U.S.-based Anti-
Defamation League (ADL) on March 11 
voiced hope that Mr. Putin “swiftly clarifies” 
his remarks made in an interview with NBC 
News, “before they cause further damage to 
those communities he has singled out.” In 
the interview aired late on March 9, Mr. 
Putin was repeatedly asked about Russian 
interference in the election. At one point, 
Mr. Putin suggested that Ukrainians, Tatars 
or Jews with Russian citizenship may have 
been involved. “Maybe they are not even 
Russians, but Ukrainians, Tatars or Jews 
with Russian citizenship, which should be 
also checked. Maybe they hold dual citizen-
ship, or green cards. Or maybe Americans 
paid them for this job. How can you know? 
I do not know,” Mr. Putin said. In the 
Russian language, there are different words 

(Continued on page 18)

by Rikard Jozwiak
RFE/RL

BRUSSELS – Thirteen of Ukraine’s most 
enthusiastic backers in the European 
Union have piled pressure on Kyiv by 
warning that the implementation of impor-
tant reforms are “just beginning or lagging 
behind,” according to a document seen by 
RFE/RL.

In a discussion paper titled “Keeping 
Ukraine on the Reform Path,” the countries 
called the presidential and parliamentary 
elections next year “a test for Ukraine.”

The document, shown to RFE/RL by 
diplomats who were not authorized to 
release it publicly, was signed by represen-
tatives of Croatia, the Czech Republic, 
Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Ireland, Latvia, 
Lithuania, Poland, Slovakia, Slovenia, 
Sweden, and Britain.

It will be debated when EU foreign min-
isters gather in Brussels on March 19 to 
discuss EU-Ukraine relations. The meeting 
follows the EU foreign policy chief Federica 
Mogherini’s March 12-13 trip to Ukraine. 
While no concrete decisions are expected 
at the gathering, it will indicate how the EU 
views the reform process and the political 
situation in its eastern neighbor.

The paper states that “against the back-
drop of the Russian aggression, we com-
mend the Ukrainian leadership for its con-
siderable achievements in a number of key 
areas of reform, including energy, the 
banking sector, public procurement and 
decentralization.” It says that “we remain 
fully committed to supporting Ukrainians’ 
desire for change and a future of their own 
choosing. For Europe, the success of 
Ukraine is of strategic importance.”

But it also includes considerable criti-
cism of the Ukrainian government as well 
as other political forces in the country. In a 
key paragraph, the document stresses that 
“the government is not fully delivering on 
EU and IMF [International Monetary Fund] 

benchmarks. Civil society activists and 
experts warn of the risk of backsliding. 
Incomplete reforms threaten to undermine 
the credibility of the reform process and 
lead to reform fatigue and disillusionment 
among Ukrainians. Indeed some are 
already deploying populist arguments that 
a prosperous and well-functioning society 
can be realized without painful reforms.”

‘Vital’ anti-corruption bureau

The group of 13 is demanding that 
Ukraine pay particular attention to the 
fight against corruption by underlining 
that it is “vital” that the National Anti-
corruption Bureau of Ukraine (NABU) 
remain able to “operate effectively and 
independently in investigating corruption” 
and that the establishment of an indepen-
dent high anti-corruption court was 
“essential to complete the anticorruption 
chain.”

The document also sets out how the 
group of countries should ensure that 
Ukraine remains on the reform path in the 
upcoming months. Among the initiatives 
outlined is a pledge that “we should not 
shy away from speaking up when needed” 
and should “help promote a positive narra-
tive of those Ukrainian reforms that have 
been a success.”

Other ideas set out in the document 
include stepping up people-to-people con-
tacts, more conditionality, greater support 
for civil society and especially anti-corrup-
tion activists, and offering Ukraine “our 
support in building resilience and counter-
ing Russian disinformation, cyberattacks 
and other hybrid activities in the run up to 
Ukrainian elections in 2019.” 

Copyright 2018, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-main-eu-
backers-pressure-reforms/29098867.html).

RFE/RL’s Moldovan Service

CHISINAU – The new OSCE envoy for the 
Transdniester conflict says that Russia and 
Ukraine have equally important roles in 
resolving the decades-old dispute between 
Moldova and its eastern breakaway region.

S e p a r a t i s t s  i n  p r o - R u s s i a n 
Transdniester, a sliver of territory on 
Moldova’s border with Ukraine, declared 
independence from Moldova in 1990 amid 
concerns that Chisinau would seek reunifi-
cation with Romania.

Moldovan government forces and sepa-
ratists in Transdniester fought a brief war 
in 1992 in which some 1,000 people were 
killed.

The conflict has been frozen since 
Russian troops stationed in Transdniester 
during the Soviet era intervened on the 
side of the separatists.

Transdniester’s independence is not rec-
ognized by any internationally recognized 
country, but Moscow has been unofficially 
backing the separatists’ self-declared gov-
ernment.

A 1992 ceasefire agreement established 
the presence of a contingent of Russian 
peacekeepers in Transdniester along with 
Moldovan and Transdniestrian counter-
parts.

Separately some 1,400 Russian troops 
remain in Transdniester guarding Soviet-
era arms depots, although Russia pledged 
to withdraw them at a 1999 summit of the 
Organization for Security and Coooperation 
in Europe (OSCE).

“Russia’s role is as important as that of 
Ukraine, the other co-mediator in the 5+2 
negotiations process, and that of the two 
international observers, the United States 
and the European Union,” Franco Frattini, 
the OSCE’s special representative for the 
Transdniester settlement process, told 
RFE/RL on March 9.

Mr. Frattini did not respond directly to 
an RFE/RL question about why Russia 
hasn’t fulfilled the withdrawal promises it 
has made to the OSCE.

Instead, Mr. Frattini said it was impor-
tant to clarify the definition of “the Russian 
army” under the ceasefire agreement.

Mr. Frattini said: “There is a clear differ-
ence between the trilateral Moldo-Russian-
Transdnestrian peacekeeping forces and 
the Operational Group of Russian Troops 
(GOTR)” who guard the depots in 
Transdniester.

“The peacekeeping contingent is 
deployed in the Security Zone under the 

Ukraine’s main backers in EU 
put pressure on Kyiv over reforms

Russia and Ukraine are equally vital 
for Transdniester resolution, says envoy
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security and NATO membership” from the 
country’s national security strategy. The 
law precluded Ukraine’s membership in 
any military bloc, but allowed for coopera-
tion with alliances such as NATO.

In December 2014, 10 months after Mr. 
Yanukovych fled following the Euro-Maidan 
revolution, after which Russia occupied 
Crimea and orchestrated a war in eastern 
Ukraine, Ukraine renounced this non-
aligned status. The step was condemned by 
Russia. President Poroshenko vowed to 
hold a referendum on joining NATO, and 

Ukraine signaled its hopes for a major non-
NATO ally status with the United States. In 
2017, the Verkhovna Rada adopted a bill 
restoring the country’s course towards 
NATO membership.

Starting from 2015, military exercises 
took place between NATO members and 
Ukraine, including Operation Fearless 
Guardian, Exercise Sea Breeze, Saber 
Guardian/Rapid Trident and Safe Skies. In 
September 2015, NATO launched five trust 
funds for 5.4 million euros for the 
Ukrainian army. In March 2016, European 
Commission President Jean-Claude Juncker 
stated that it would take at least 20 to 25 
years for Ukraine to join the EU and NATO.

Public support for NATO membership

The support of Ukrainians for joining 
NATO soared following the Russian aggres-
sion against the country that started after 
the Euro-Maidan. According to polls by the 
Ilko Kucheriv Democratic Initiatives Fund, 
until February 2014, it hovered around 15 
percent and most Ukrainians were in favor 
of a non-aligned status for Ukraine, after 
which it soared to 33 percent and is now at 
its historic maximum. Support for a mili-
tary alliance with Russia is at a historic low. 
Ukraine’s NATO membership has the most 
supporters in Ukraine’s western regions, 
while the south, east, and the Donbas are 
more in favor of a neutral status. If a refer-
endum on joining NATO would be held, 69 
percent of those who would vote would 
choose “yes,” according to the latest poll of 
this fund from July 2017.

Russian opposition

The Russian president’s press secretary, 
Dmitry Peskov, has already responded to 
Ukraine’s decision towards NATO integra-
tion, stating that Moscow traditionally 
views NATO expansion towards Russian 
borders with distrust and concern. “We 
believe that this threatens our safety and 
the balance of power in the Eurasian 
region. Of course, the Russian side takes all 
necessary measures to counterbalance the 
situation and protect its own interests and 
safety,” he said.

In the past, Russia has spoken out 
strongly against Ukraine’s potential NATO 
membership. In 2008 Russian President 
Vladimir Putin said that Russia may target 
its missiles at Ukraine if its neighbor joins 
NATO and accepts the deployment of a U.S. 
missile defense shield. Later, as prime min-

NATO officially gives Ukraine aspiring member status
Euromaidan Press

Ukraine is now an official aspiring mem-
ber of NATO, i.e. a sate declaring aspirations 
to become a full-fledged member of NATO. 
It was added to the list of such countries on 
NATO’s website on March 10.

Although NATO had expressed its sup-
port for Ukraine’s Euro-Atlantic aspirations 
back on November 7, 2017, it was not given 
any official status. Then, Secretary-General 
Jens Stoltenberg did not answer the ques-
tion about whether Ukraine is included on 
the list of so-called “aspiring nations,” which 
then included only Macedonia, Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, and Georgia; he stressed that 
reforms are a priority for NATO-Ukrainian 
cooperation. Up until March 9, NATO’s site 
stated that “since 2010, Ukraine has not 
been formally pursuing membership.”

This has now changed, after a working 
visit of the Ukrainian delegation to Brussels.

Ukraine is now on the list of aspiring 
countries. As well, the section on NATO-
Ukraine relations was updated: it now 
includes a reference to a bill adopted by the 
Ukrainian Parliament on June 8, 2017, 
which set NATO membership as Ukraine’s 
foreign policy objective.

Commenting on NATO’s decision to rec-
ognize Ukraine’s aspirant member status, 
Ukrainian Deputy Prime Minister for Euro-
Atlantic Integration Ivanna Klympush 
Tsintsadze said: “There’s a long path 
between recognizing ambitions and mem-
bership. It consists of, first of all, internal 
work, but we can sucessfully walk this path 
if we will purposefully change the country 
according to NATO’s democratic, social, 
economic, political and of course, military 
principles and approaches.”

Ukraine’s President Petro Poroshenko 
has named Ukraine’s next ambition: a 
Membership Action Plan, NATO’s program 
of advice, assistance and practical support 
tailored to the individual needs of countries 
wishing to join the alliance. Currently, 
Bosnia and Herzegovina and Macedonia 
have such a plan.

Meanwhile, a forum titled “Revive the 
Euro-Atlantic Integration Process” is being 
held in Brussels with the participation of 
Ms. Klympush-Tsintsadze; the special repre-
sentative of the U.S. for Ukraine negotia-
tions, Kurt Volker; Georgian President 
Giorgi Margvelashvili; and the deputy direc-
tor-general for Neighborhood Policy and 
Enlargement Negotiations at the European 
Commission, Katarina Mathernova.

Long, complicated history of relations

Ukraine became the first country of the 
Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS) 
to enter NATO’s Partnership for Peace pro-
gram in February 1994, and official coopera-
tion began one year later. In 1997, the first 
o f f i c i a l  NATO  I n fo r m a t i o n  a n d 
Documentation Center opened in Kyiv and a 
NATO-Ukraine Commission was established.

But in 2002, Ukraine-NATO relations 
soured as leaked tapes appeared to reveal 
that Ukrainian President Leonid Kuchma, 
apart from ordering the kidnapping of 
Ukrainian journalist Heorhiy Gongadze, 
arranged the transfer of the sophisticated 
Ukrainian Kolchuga system to Iraq. The 
scandal unfolded amid a political crisis and 
protests against Mr. Kuchma’s authoritarian 
rule in Ukraine. The Ukraine-NATO Action 
Plan adopted in 2002, as well as Mr. 
Kuchma’s declaration that Ukraine wanted 
to join NATO and the sending of Ukrainian 
troops to Iraq in 2003 could not mend rela-
tions.

Nevertheless, in 2003 the Ukrainian 
Parliament adopted a law on “The 
Foundations of National Security,” in which 
NATO integration and NATO membership 
were – much like in today’s law – pro-
claimed a key goal of foreign policy. The ini-
tiative didn’t last long. As soon as Poland 
became an EU member state, it appealed to 
Brussels insisting that the European Union 
offer Ukraine membership prospects, 
which the European Commission declined 
with a mere partnership offer. The irritated 
Mr. Kuchma ordered that NATO member-
ship be crossed off the list of Ukraine’s stra-
tegic goals in 2004.

After the Orange Revolution in 2004 in 
which Mr. Kuchma was replaced by Viktor 
Yushchenko, expectations were high for a 
pro-EU and pro-NATO course. But internal 
quibbles and an absence of unilateral sup-
port for NATO within Ukraine’s population 
hampered the plans. In 2008, the second 
Yulia Tymoshenko Cabinet’s proposal for 
Ukraine to join NATO’s Membership Action 
Plan was met with internal opposition, and 
despite U.S. and Polish support at the 2008 
Bucharest summit, the Membership Action 
Plans for Ukraine and Georgia were not 
approved, having faced opposition by 
France, Germany and Italy. However, a dec-
laration was adopted stating that the “future 
of both countries [Ukraine and Georgia – 
ed] was connected with the alliance.”

After Viktor Yanukovych came to power 
in 2010, Ukraine’s NATO aspirations were 
curbed as a bill was passed that excluded 
the goal of “integration into Euro-Atlantic 

 NEWS ANALYSIS

Quotable notes
“The United States was in touch with our allies in the United Kingdom ahead of 

today’s announcement, including in a call between Secretary [Rex] Tillerson and 
Foreign Secretary [Boris] Johnson this morning. We have full confidence in the U.K.’s 
investigation and its assessment that Russia was likely responsible for the nerve 
agent attack that took place in Salisbury last week.

“There is never a justification for this type of attack – the attempted murder of a 
private citizen on the soil of a sovereign nation – and we are outraged that Russia 
appears to have again engaged in such behavior. From Ukraine to Syria – and now the 
U.K. – Russia continues to be an irresponsible force of instability in the world, acting 
with open disregard for the sovereignty of other states and the life of their citizens.

“We agree that those responsible – both those who committed the crime and 
those who ordered it – must face appropriately serious consequences. We stand in 
solidarity with our Allies in the United Kingdom and will continue to coordinate 
closely our responses.”

– Statement by U.S. Secretary of State Rex Tillerson issued on March 12 in 
Washington by the State Department. (Editor’s note: The next day, Mr. Tillerson was 
dismissed by President Donald Trump; he is to be replaced by Mike Pompeo, the CIA 
director.)

(Continued on page 23)
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Samopomich delegation visits U.S. for meetings with officials, institutions
by Yaro Bihun

WASHINGTON – A delegation of mem-
bers of Samopomich (Self-Reliance), a 
growing influential minority political party 
in Ukraine, came to the United States in 
early March to promote their country’s 
needs and interests with representatives of 
the U.S. government, international organi-
zations and interested U.S. political and 
Ukrainian institutions.

The visit began in New York City, where 
the Samopomich party’s founder and lead-
er, Lviv Mayor Andriy Sadovyi, had a dis-
cussion at the Ukrainian Institute of 
America with representatives of the city’s 
Ukrainian community. He also met with the 
New York’s Mayor Bill de Blasio, reportedly 
discussing issues involving this country’s 
political support for Ukraine.

Mayor Sadovyi then traveled to 
Washington, where, along with his party’s 
deputy speaker in the Verkhovna Rada, 
Oksana Syroid, the party’s leader in the 
Rada, Oleh Bereziuk, and Rada member 
Serhiy Kiral, they held meetings with offi-
cials at the U.S. State Department, the 
International Monetary Fund, the National 
Democratic Institute and the International 
Republican Institute.

Commenting after his meeting with 
Assistant Secretary of State for European 
and Eurasian Affairs A. Wess Mitchell, Mr. 
Sadovyi noted that the message he heard 
was “very clear”: passing the anti-corrup-
tion court law was crucial, and that this will 
affect how the U.S. and the West will sup-
port Ukraine in the future.

While in Washington, the Samopomich 
delegation also held separate meetings on 

key U.S.-Ukrainian issues with the U.S. 
Special Representative for Ukrainian 
Negotiations Kurt Volker, Congressman 
David Price, representatives of the 
International Monetary Fund, the World 
Bank and the German Marshall Fund, as 
well as with Ukrainians who work at the 
IMF and World Bank.

The meaning and accomplishments of 
the Samopomich delegation’s U.S. visit and 
its work in Ukraine were summed up 
March 7, in a discussion at the National 
Democratic Institute in Washington, orga-
nized by NDI and IRI, two organizations 
that have worked with Ukraine over the 

past 25 years in helping it develop a demo-
cratic structure.

As the NDI director for Eurasia programs 
Laura Jewett pointed out in her introducto-
ry remarks: “Samopomich, in many ways, 
personifies the transition from protest to 
politics in Ukraine following the Revolution 
of Dignity. It’s also a party that is on the 
frontlines of developing a new model of 
political parties and politics in general, a 
model that is inclusive, that is citizen-
focused, and that is focused on reforms.”

She noted that Samopomich also has a 
reputation for fighting corruption, and 
pointed out that the party started as a 

regional movement and now has a national 
reach – which is difficult to do in any coun-
try, especially in Ukraine. In his summary, 
Mr. Sadovyi pointed out that the “priority in 
the talks was the need for anti-corruption 
reforms.”

Americans see there is a need to win in 
Ukraine’s war with Russia, he said, but 
added that “there is no way you can win 
this war without putting things to order 
inside the country and make sure Ukraine 
functions properly.”

He noted that 90 percent of Ukrainians 
want to see a completely independent anti-
corruption court in the country – some-
thing that the oligarchs are against. And 
this is the last chance, he added. “Either we 
use it, or lose it.”

“And Samopomich will do all it can, 
everything possible to make sure that the 
rule of law comes to Ukraine eventually,” he 
stated.

Mr. Sadovyi also pointed out that 
Samopomich’s goal is to win the next 
national election, build a new government 
and become a reliable partner “with those 
who are willing to support us, and especial-
ly the United States.”

He also repeated the recommendation 
he expressed a few days earlier to 
Ukrainians in New York: that Ukrainians 
now living around the world with American, 
Canadian, British and other citizenships 
should also have the right to Ukrainian citi-
zenships. Then, these 5 million to 7 million 
Ukrainians could influence the election 
process in Ukraine.

And that, he added, “would be in the 
national interest of the United States: to 
have a successful and democratic Ukraine.” 

Andriy Sadovyi (center), the founder and leader of Ukraine’s Samopomich political 
party and the mayor of Lviv, points out that his delegation’s talks in Washington 
focused the need for anti-corruption reforms in Ukraine. Sitting beside him during 
the post-visit summary discussion at the National Democratic Institute are the party’s 
leader in the Verkhovna Rada, Oleh Bereziuk, and the Rada’s deputy speaker, 

Oksana Syroid, also a party member.

Yaro Bihun

(Continued from page 1)

SBU: Accomplished...

The U.S. says that as a leader of Ukrainian 
Choice, Mr. Medvedchuk was sanctioned for 
threatening the “peace, security, stability, 
sovereignty or territorial integrity of 
Ukraine, and for undermining Ukraine’s 
democratic institutions and processes.” 

The Security Service of Ukraine (SBU) 
said this was the second instance that Mr. 
Ruban had smuggled munitions into 
Ukraine. Authorities say the first arms run 
took place on November 23, 2017, and that 
the law enforcement operation lasted nine 
to 10 months, according to Internal Affairs 
Ministry communications director Artem 
Shevchenko.

The latest arsenal included various cali-
bers of mortar rockets and rocket-pro-
pelled grenades, an assortment of 
Kalashnikov automatic rifles, gun-silencer 
devices, handguns, grenades and other 
munitions, SBU chief Vasyl Hrytsak said in a 
March 9 briefing. 

He said the arms were to be used to 
commit “a series of terrorist” acts in Kyiv’s 
government quarter. At the bail hearing, 
military prosecutors said the Presidential 
Administration building was one of the 
possible targets and plans were in place for 
a takeover of the Parliament. 

Potential assassination targets were 
President Petro Poroshenko, Internal 
Affairs Minister Arsen Avakov, National 
Security and Defense Council Secretary 
Oleksandr Turchynov and former Prime 
Minister Arseniy Yatsenyuk.

The overall goal since November, accord-
ing to military prosecutors, was for Mr. 
Ruban and his accomplices to cause may-
hem in central Kyiv so that Russia had the 
opportunity to launch a large-scale inva-
sion under the guise of a peacekeeping 
operation. 

Five alleged accomplices were named, 

including a parliamentary aide to Ukrainian 
National Deputy Nadiya Savchenko with 
whom Mr. Ruban had visited the occupied 
Donbas in the past and whom he unsuc-
cessfully tried to free when she was held 
captive by occupying authorities. 

Ms. Savchenko was called in for ques-
tioning on March 13 but was attending a 
four-day plenary session of the European 
Parliament in Strasbourg, according to pic-
tures she posted on her Facebook page. 

Key POW negotiator

Mr. Ruban gained prominence when the 
Donbas war started in 2014 for his ability 
to free prisoners on both sides of the con-
flict. While leading Officer Corps, a group 
he established, he became an integral part 
of the prisoner exchange process along 
with Mr. Medvedchuk. 

For example, on November 20, 2015, he 
facilitated the release of Andriy Hrechanov, 
who defended the Donetsk Airport as part 
of a group of soldiers known as Cyborgs. 
Russian Maj. Volodymyr Starkov was 

swapped for him. 
In July 2014, he is known to have played 

a role in getting 17 Ukrainian soldiers 
exchanged for Olga Kulygina – a Russian 
national who took part in the takeover of 
Sloviansk under the leadership of Russian 
officer Igor Girkin. 

Mr. Ruban received a merit certificate 
from the SBU for “carrying out delegated 
tasks, significant personal contribution to 
affirming and protecting the national secu-
rity of Ukraine” and for his “high level of 
professionalism.”

Russian leaders also praised him. 
“Ruban knows the situation from the 

inside, he engages in a specific matter, he 
saves people and sees the goal – ending 
war,” Russian Foreign Affairs Minister 
Sergey Lavrov told the ITAR-TASS news 
agency.

Mr. Ruban would later have permission 
to visit the occupied Donbas rescinded by 
the SBU. Yet in February 2017, he traveled 
to the area together with Ms. Savchenko 
after she was freed from Russian captivity 

to “visit Ukrainian servicemen,” occupying 
authorities reported. Neither had permis-
sion to do so.

Ukrainian Choice ties

Cached webpages (that have been delet-
ed) of Mr. Medvedchuk’s Ukrainian Choice 
show him managing a project on 
“Ukrainian Federation,” and rejecting 
European integration in favor of joining the 
Moscow-led Customs Union in 2013. Mr. 
Ruban’s Officer Corps also condemned the 
Euro-Maidan revolution when it first start-
ed before joining the movement’s self-
defense units in early December 2014. 

He last appeared on the website in 2015. 

Early life

Mr. Ruban was born in Kazakhstan to a 
military family. He completed the Chernihiv 
Military School and achieved the rank of 
senior lieutenant by the time he was dis-
charged in July 1991. From 1995 he held 
managerial positions for the Tyutyun 
tobacco company and entered the publish-
ing business in the 2000s. 

Based on the SBU’s Facebook page, the 
various publishing houses he ran in 2004-
2011 published “pro-Russian” books, some 
of which were meant for children and were 
distributed in Donetsk. 

The books called for the unification of 
historic “Rus” lands. One book titled, “The 
Ukrainian Language,” says the “language… 
was artificially created… to divide the pre-
viously united Rus and dismember Little 
Russia from Greater Russia…”

So-called “sponsors” of the various pub-
lishing businesses, according to the SBU, 
were Georgiy Muradov, a former Soviet and 
Russian foreign affairs official and current 
permanent presidential representative in 
annexed Crimea. Another backer, the SBU 
alleges, is Aleksander Drozdov, a former 
KGB officer and current head of the Boris 
Yeltsin Presidential Center foundation. 

Pictured are mortar rockets that were part of an arms cache that suspect Volodymyr 
Ruban was allegedly smuggling into Ukrainian government-controlled territory in the 

Donbas on March 8. 

ssu.gov.ua
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Back in December, the Office of the Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court 
(ICC) issued the 2017 Report on Preliminary Examination Activities, which con-
tained a section in response to two declarations filed by Ukraine (2014, 2015). The 
office – which continues its preliminary investigation of “alleged crimes committed 
on the territory of Ukraine,” specifically, violent events on the Maidan, the annexa-
tion of Crimea and Russia’s war in the Donbas – cited its own earlier assessment that 
the situation on Ukraine’s Crimean peninsula is “an ongoing state of occupation” by 
the Russian Federation.

The ICC’s 2017 report noted: “On 27 February 2014, armed and mostly uni-
formed individuals wearing no identifying insignia seized control of government 
buildings in Symferopol, including the Crimean Parliament building. The Russian 
Federation later acknowledged that its military personnel had been involved in tak-
ing control of the Crimean peninsula. The incorporation of Crimea and the city of 
Sevastopol into the Russian Federation was announced on 18 March 2014, following 
a referendum held two days earlier that was declared invalid by the interim 
Ukrainian government and by a majority of states of the U.N. General Assembly.”

Four years later, the occupation continues. Furthermore, on March 18, Russia is 
brazenly holding its presidential election on the date of Crimea’s “reunification” with 
Russia; it’s also conducting those elections on occupied Ukrainian territory, despite 
the vehement protests of Ukraine. President Petro Poroshenko called on the 
European Union to impose sanctions against “those who organized Russian presi-
dential elections events on a Ukrainian territory” and said Vladimir Putin’s cam-
paign stop in Crimea was “an extremely dangerous provocation.”

In a statement issued on March 14 by the State Department (see page 1), the U.S. 
commented: “In his campaign rally in Crimea today, President Putin reiterated 
Russia’s false claims to Ukrainian territory in another open admission that the 
Russian government disdains the international order and disrespects the territorial 
integrity of sovereign nations.” The U.S. reaffirmed its stand: “Crimea is part of 
Ukraine and our Crimea-related sanctions will remain in place until Russia returns 
control of the peninsula to Ukraine.”

But what is sorely needed is much more than strong words, and not just from the 
U.S. Frankly, Russia has not been made to pay the price for its aggression against 
Ukraine or against the Western world, the target of an ongoing hybrid war that is 
being escalated daily.

PS: There was some good news on March 15, as our newspaper was being pre-
pared to go to press. First, the leaders of France, Germany, the United States and the 
United Kingdom issued a joint statement condemning the March 4 attack with a mil-
itary-grade nerve agent on Russian ex-spy Sergei Skripal and his daughter Yulia in 
Salisbury, England, saying “it was highly likely that Russia was responsible.” It was a 
welcome sign of Western solidarity and resolve. Now we await some sort of signifi-
cant coordinated action against the Putin regime. Shortly thereafter, the Trump 
administration imposed sanctions on five Russian entities and 19 individuals for 
interference in the 2016 U.S. presidential elections and a series of cyberattacks since 
2016. “The administration is confronting and countering malign Russian cyberactiv-
ity, including their attempted interference in U.S. elections, destructive cyberattacks 
and intrusions targeting critical infrastructure,” Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin 
said. A release from the Treasury Department also referenced Russia’s “ongoing 
efforts to destabilize Ukraine, occupy Crimea, meddle in elections, as well as …
endemic corruption and human rights abuses.” CNN reported that administration 
officials insisted the new measures weren’t the end of their efforts to punish Russia.

The Ukrainian Weekly

Four years ago, on March 24, 2014, the leaders from the 
Group of Seven (G-7) major industrial powers (Canada, Britain, 
France, Germany, Italy, Japan and the U.S.), issued a statement 
suspending their participation in the G-8 with Russia. 

During the group’s crisis meeting on the sidelines of a nuclear 
summit in The Hague, the G-7 demanded that Russia “respect 

Ukraine’s territorial integrity and sovereignty, begin discussions with the government of 
Ukraine, and avail itself of offers of international mediation and monitoring to address any 
legitimate concerns.”

The statement also criticized Russia for its “illegal attempt to annex Crimea in contra-
vention of international law,” and warned of “significant consequences” for Moscow’s 
actions, adding that Moscow had “a clear choice to make.” A planned meeting of the G-8 
that was scheduled to be held in Sochi, Russia, was moved to Brussels, noting, “We sus-
pend our participation in the G-8 until Russia changes course.”

The statement from the G-7 came after a meeting on March 24 in The Hague between 
Russian Foreign Affairs Minister Sergey Lavrov and Ukrainian Foreign Affairs Minister 
Andriy Deshchytsia. That same day, Mr. Lavrov met with U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry, 
with Mr. Kerry calling on Russia to defuse the situation in Ukraine, adding that additional 
sanctions could be placed on Russia if Moscow continued on its course.

In response to the news of Russia’s expulsion from the G-8, Mr. Lavrov downplayed the 
significance of the G-8 and emphasized Russia’s role in the G-20, which he claimed was 
where all economic and financial issues were being discussed.

This year’s G-7 summit is to be held on June 8-9 at the Manoir Richelieu in La Malbaie, 
Quebec. Canada holds the presidency of the group for 2018. The European Union is repre-
sented at the summit by European Commission President Jean-Claude Juncker and 
European Council President Donald Tusk.

Source: “G-7 leaders exclude Moscow, warn of ‘clear choice’ over Ukraine,” RFE/RL, The 
Ukrainian Weekly, March 30, 2014.
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Turning the pages back...

by Paul Goble

The Skripal case shows that Russian 
President Vladimir Putin, whether he is 
dealing with former spies, his own enemies, 
or Western governments, is now playing “a 
game without rules” – an approach that 
reflects the underlying weakness of his 
position but that makes it difficult for others 
to know what to anticipate or how to 
respond, Yury Felshtinsky says.

In the case of the former British spy, Mr. 
Putin has violated all the norms of the spy 
game as it has come to be played: he has 
exchanged a Russian subject for Russian 
spies, apparently because he had no choice 
and wanted to get Anna Chapman and the 
other Russian “sleeper” agents in the 
United States so desperately, the U.S.-based 
Russian historian says.

And the Kremlin leader used poison to 
attack Sergei Skripal and his daughter Yulia 
in the United Kingdom even though poison-
ing by its very nature invites continuing 
investigations about what kind it is, where 
it comes from and who was behind it even 
many years after the attack, thus potential-
ly harming the interests of those who 
employ i t  (kasparov.ru/material .
php?id=5AA56998848E7).

Just as with Alexander Litvinenko, Mr. 
Felshtinsky continues, the Skripal case will 
invite continuing investigations even when 
the conclusions are obvious. Mr. Putin will 
simply laugh at those who make charges. 
And many may forget that both Mr. 
Skripal’s wife and his son were killed earli-
er, certainly on the orders of the Kremlin. 
Now Mr. Skripal and his daughter are at 
risk.

Mr. Putin has poisoned many people in 
Britain, but his failure to live by the rules is 

far from limited to that, the historian says, 
because “unfortunately, after the death of 
Litvinenko, the only conclusion which the 
Russian government drew is that punish-
ment will not follow such crimes” and that 
Moscow need not worry about Western 
public opinion.

 “After all these deaths, after the invasion 
of Georgia in 2008, after the annexation of 
Crimea and invasion of Ukraine in 2014, 
after interference in the elections of a num-
ber of European countries and in the 2016 
American elections, after Mr. Putin’s last 
foreign policy speech where he boldly and 
directly threatened the world with atomic 
war, the Kremlin shows that it spits on the 
opinion of the rest of the world,” confident 
nothing serous will happen to it.

The Soviet state when it could sought to 
eliminate all those who worked against it 
especially if they fled abroad, but, Mr. 
Felshtinsky points out, Mr. Putin has added 
a new and mafia-like dimension to this: he 
has sought to kill all the members of the 
family of those who he views as his ene-
mies. 

There is, of course, one precedent for 
this: Joseph Stalin killed the members of 
Leon Trotsky’s family before he had his 
political rival eliminated.

Perhaps, the historian continues, the 
removal of Mr. Skripal represents only “a 
threat to all those Russian citizens who 
were involved in the long and complex 
operation of the FSB in interfering in the 
American elections which led to Donald 
Trump’s victory.” Don’t talk or else, they are 
being told, and not just you but members of 
your family.

But even if that is the case, Mr. Putin has 
not so much changed the rules as abolished 
them in this area as in others, Mr. 
Felshtinsky concludes. 

There may be a method to Mr. Putin’s 
madness, others are suggesting. In an essay 
for the Republic portal, Moscow commen-
tator Vladimir Frolov argues that what this 
is all about is a desire by Mr. Putin to get 
Washington to negotiate, that it is all about 
“talks instead of rules of the game” because 
such contacts would elevate his status 
(republic.ru/posts/89924).

If so, then the Russian president is more 
like North Korea’s Kim Jong-un than any-
one would like to believe. 

Putin’s approach to the West 
now ‘a game without rules’

Crimea is Ukraine

 WINDOW ON EURASIA

Paul Goble is a long-time specialist on 
ethnic and religious questions in Eurasia 
who has served in various capacities in the 
U.S. State Department, the Central 
Intelligence Agency and the International 
Broadcasting Bureau, as well as at the Voice 
of America and Radio Free Europe/Radio 
Liberty and the Carnegie Endowment for 
International Peace. The article above is 
reprinted with permission from his blog 
called “Window on Eurasia” (http://windo-
woneurasia2.blogspot.com/).

1992 ceasefire agreement,” Mr. Frattini 
said. “The GOTR is deployed outside the 
Security Zone and is not part of the joint 
peacekeeping mission. The OSCE statement 
from 1992 refers specifically to the GOTR.”

Mr. Frattini also reiterated that the OSCE 
is prepared to offer its support for the 
removal and destruction of Russian muni-
tions in Transdniester – a process that was 
halted in 2004.

Asked about how his publicly acknowl-
edged friendship with Russian Foreign 
Affairs Minister Sergey Lavrov could influ-
ence a settlement in Transdniester, Mr. 
Frattini said he has “a vast network of con-
tacts and I regard it as an advantage” that 
will help advance the settlement process.

“Yes, I do have good relations with Mr. 
Lavrov, similar to those with politicians and 
officials from the United States and 
Europe,” he said.

Mr. Frattini also voiced confidence that 
during Italy’s 2018 presidency of the OSCE, 
he will build on the groundwork laid out 
last year, when five agreements from a “list 
of eight” priorities were signed by repre-
sentatives of Moldova and Transdniester 
after negotiations in Vienna under the aus-
pices of the OSCE.

“I see my task, in tandem with the OSCE 
Mission to Moldova and our international 
partners in the ‘5+2’ process, to have all 
eight agreements implemented this year,” 
Mr. Frattini said. 

Mr. Frattini, a former Italian foreign 
affairs minister, served as the EU commis-
sioner for justice, freedom and security 
from 2004 to 2008.

Copyright 2018, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/envoy-russia-
u k r a i n e - i m p o r t a n t - t r a n s d n i e s -
ter/29093866.html).

(Continued from page 2)

Russia and Ukraine...



7THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY      SUNDAY, MARCH 18, 2018No. 11

 OPEN LETTER

 FOR THE RECORD

The statement below was released by the 
Ukrainian Canadian Congress on March 2.

The Ukrainian Canadian Congress (UCC) 
welcomes the decision by the Canadian and 
American Biathlon Associations to boycott 
the Biathlon World Cup event being held in 
Tyumen, Russia, on March 19-26.

Biathlon Canada stated, “it is our consid-
eration that holding IBU-sanctioned events 
in Russia at this time is inconsistent with 
‘efforts to protect clean athletes,’ ...We also 
note, with much frustration, we are in a sit-
uation today remarkably similar to that of 
one year ago.”

The U.S. Biathlon Association stated, 
“The IBU’s recent decision to move forward 
with the World Cup Final in Tyumen, 
Russia, is completely unacceptable. In sup-
port of clean sport and our own physical 
safety, we cannot in good conscience partic-
ipate.” 

The Canadian and American biathlon 
associations are to be applauded for their 
strong stand in support of the principles of 
clean sport. Ethics in sport has been consis-
tently undermined by Russia, through a 
wide-ranging government-controlled dop-

ing program which led to Russia being 
banned from the 2018 Winter Olympics.

The goal of international sport is to pro-
mote comity and peace among nations. 
Russia is waging a brutal war of aggression 
against Ukraine, ruthlessly bombs civilians 
in Syria in support of the murderous Assad 
dictatorship and commits war crimes. 
Russia has shown time and again that it 
seeks neither comity nor peace, but rather 
war and destruction.

The 2018 FIFA soccer World Cup is 
scheduled to be held in Russia this summer. 
The UCC calls on FIFA to show the same 
commitment to principles as those demon-
strated by the Canadian and American 
biathlon associations and remove the FIFA 
World Cup from Russia.

“Russia has no business holding a presti-
gious international event such as the FIFA 
World Cup,” stated Paul Grod, national 
president of the UCC. “The FIFA World Cup 
should be immediately removed from 
Russia and transferred to a country that 
does not wage wars of aggression, commit 
war crimes, dope its athletes, or seek to 
undermine the foundations upon which the 
international rules-based order is built.”

Canada and U.S. boycott Biathlon World Cup
in Russia, FIFA World Cup should be next

On March 7, the Washington-based 
Friends of Ukraine Network (FOUN) 
released “An Appeal for Decisive Action in 
Ukraine’s Fight Against Corruption.” With 
this statement, FOUN adds its voice to the 
many calls from Western leaders and diplo-
mats and representatives of international 
organizations, regarding the need for 
Ukraine to urgently strengthen its anti-cor-
ruption institutions and adopt additional 
anti-corruption reforms. The Friends of 
Ukraine Network is a non-partisan, informal 
coalition of former ambassadors, leading 
foreign policy and international security 
professionals, and other experts, who have 
dealt with key aspects of Ukraine’s relations 
with the U.S. and the international commu-
nity. The following text was transmitted by 
the U.S.-Ukraine Foundation.

The American Friends of Ukraine 
Network (FOUN) adds its voice to the many 
Ukrainian citizens and civil society organi-
zations calling for decisive action in the 
fight against corruption in 2018. We recog-
nize the significant challenges posed by the 
existential threat of ongoing Russian 
aggression. We applaud that Ukraine has 
done more on reform in many sectors over 
the last four years than in the previous two 
decades, but it needs to show greater lead-
ership, effort and commitment to combat 
the pervasive, long-standing corruption 
that exists and has existed in public and 
private life. This was a principal demand of 
the Maidan Revolution of Dignity, and sur-
veys show this remains a top priority of the 
people of Ukraine.

While new anti-corruption institutions, 
including the National Anti-Corruption 
Bureau (NABU), the Specialized Anti-
Corruption Prosecutor’s Office (SAPO) and 
the National Agency on Corruption 
Prevention (NACP), have been put in place, 
this architecture is incomplete, the work of 
existing institutions is being obstructed 
and anti-corruption activists are unfairly 
being targeted and persecuted.

FOUN recognizes that in order to prop-
erly combat corruption and advance real 
reforms many actions need to be taken by 
the Ukrainian government. Several reforms 
have been identified as critical by respected 
civil society organizations and anti-corrup-
tion activists inside Ukraine as well as 
Ukraine’s international partners. We 
strongly urge the Verkhovna Rada and the 
Ukrainian government to take immediate 
and urgent action on the following priori-
ties:

1. A specialized and independent anti-
corruption court of the highest integrity 
must be created and be fully in line with 
the recommendations of the Venice 
Commission and conditions of the IMF pro-
gram. The inability of the existing judiciary 
to deliver speedy, fair and impartial deci-
sions on any high-level case of corruption 
or prosecute the more than 100 cases sent 
forward by NABU and SAPO demonstrates 
the need for such a body. This is the miss-
ing link in the investigative and prosecuto-
rial chain of such cases. Previous drafts of a 
proposed law before the Rada have not met 
the Venice Commission and IMF commit-
ments.

2. The Ukrainian government and its 
agencies must support and not undermine 
the work of and end the politically motivat-
ed attacks on NABU and SAPO. The govern-
ment needs to provide both with the 
authorities, resources and independence to 
carry out their missions.

3. The launch of an electronic asset dec-
laration system for Ukrainian officials was 
an important step in the fight against cor-
ruption. However, the NACP lacks the inde-
pendence and capacity to review and verify 
these declarations. NACP needs to be 
reformed and new leadership is needed to 
provide full and effective control in review-
ing and verifying the assets of Ukrainian 
officials.

4. Government attempts to control and 
punish anti-corruption activists must end 
and the controversial clause in the existing 
anti-corruption law requiring individuals 
and organizations engaged in anti-corrup-
tion activities to file yearly asset declara-
tions must be rescinded.

5. Some government officials and Rada 
members have abused existing legislation 
on immunity. Immunity should be removed 
or limited in ways to allow legitimate crimi-
nal prosecutions, particularly in cases of 
corruption, to proceed.

Presidential and parliamentary elections 
will take place in Ukraine in 2019. 
Politicians should not see these as an 
excuse to delay or compromise advancing 
these and other reforms. The Ukrainian 
electorate expects action and will hold poli-
ticians accountable for a failure of progress.

Reform of the electoral system, including 
campaign finance reform, will also be need-
ed in the run-up to the 2019 elections. Civil 
society organizations have made a number 
of comprehensive proposals and the 
OSCE’s Office for Democratic Institutions 
and Human Rights (ODIHR), its premier 
election monitoring organization, has also 
made recommendations. Ukrainian officials 
must work closely with ODIHR in the 
months ahead to create the broad condi-
tions for free and fair elections. Timely 
composition of a new, strengthened and 
independent Central Electoral Commission 
should be a priority.

The American Friends of Ukraine 
Network stands committed to an indepen-
dent, democratic and sovereign Ukraine 
integrated into the wider Euro-Atlantic 
Community. We fully understand that 
Ukraine is dealing with extraordinary chal-
lenges, first and foremost, Russia’s ongoing 
aggression. However, just as important to 
Ukraine’s future is success in the internal 
war against corruption which is critical to 
fulfilling the hopes and aspirations of the 
Maidan Revolution of Dignity.

Endorsed by:
Anders Aslund, Atlantic Council
Stephen Blank, American Foreign 

Policy Council
Ambassador Clifford Bond, former 

coordinator of U.S. Assistance to Ukraine at 
U.S. Embassy in Kyiv; former U.S. 
Ambassador to Bosnia and Herzegovina

Ian J. Brzezinski, Senior Fellow, Atlantic 
Council; former Deputy Assistant Secretary 
of Defense for European and NATO Policy

Michael Carpenter, Senior Director, 
Penn Biden Center for Diplomacy and 
Global Engagement; former Deputy 
Assistant Secretary of Defense for Russia, 
Ukraine, Eurasia

Edward C. Chow, Senior Fellow, Center 
for Strategic and International Studies

Orest Deychakiwsky, former Policy 
Advisor, U.S. Helsinki Commission

Jim Gerlach, Member of Congress 
(2003-2015)

Paul Goble, former U.S. government 
advisor on nations of the former Soviet 

An appeal for decisive action 
in Ukraine’s fight against corruption

(Continued on page 23)

The letter below was sent on February 27 
by alumni of the Ukrainian Association of 
Kennan Institute to Jane Harman, director 
and CEO, with copies to the Kennan Institute 
Advisory Council.

Dear Members of the Kennan Institute 
Advisory Council:

The Ukrainian Association of Kennan 
Institute alumni would like to renew to the 
Wilson Center the assurances of its highest 
consideration and express its deep concern 
with the worrisome trends in the overall 
management and strategy of the Wilson 
Center’s Kennan Institute. After careful 
consideration, we would like to request 
that Wilson Center leadership disintegrate 
the Ukraine program from the Kennan 
Institute and transfer it under the auspices 
of the Wilson Center’s Global Europe 
Program.

This decision will be a logical outcome of 
Ukraine’s Euromaidan Revolution of 
Dignity and its unequivocal desire to break 
away from the politico-economic influence 
of Russia. In light of the growing 
EU-Ukraine partnership, the transfer of our 
academic program to the Global Europe 
Program would guarantee the proper aca-
demic framework for the analysis of 
Ukraine’s internal politics, economy and 
security as part of the European agenda.

Our strong interest in disassociating 
Ukraine from the Kennan Institute is also 
based on our disagreement with the man-
agement style and strategy of its current 
leadership. We are deeply concerned by the 
Kennan Institute’s growing pro-Kremlin 
policies, lack of democratic procedures and 
unprofessional communication with 
Kennan Institute alumni in Ukraine.

On February 16, 2018, we learned that 
the Kennan Institute dismissed Dr. 
Kateryna Smagliy, director of the Kennan 

Institute Kyiv Office, and simultaneously 
appointed Dr. Mikhail Minakov as principal 
investigator on Ukraine. The Institute 
promised to continue its operations in 
Ukraine, but made no mention of the scope, 
direction and the form of its involvement. 
In the follow-up message the Kennan 
Institute accused Dr. Kateryna Smagliy of 
“driving a disinformation and incitement 
campaign” – the statement that we categor-
ically deny as our debate was genuine and 
grounded on our own observations and 
professional analysis.

We find Dr. Smagliy’s dismissal unjusti-
fied, illogical and disrespectful. Appointed 
in December 2015 in an open competition, 
Dr. Smagliy has proven herself an accom-
plished scholar, devoted professional and 
resourceful manager. She quickly diversi-
fied and magnified the work of the Kennan 
Institute Kyiv Office and built numerous 
partnerships with government and 
research institutions. In 2017 the president 
of Ukraine praised the Kennan Kyiv Office 
for promoting Ukraine’s public diplomacy 
in his annual address to the Verkovna Rada 
(Parliament) of Ukraine. Under Dr. 
Smagliy’s leadership, the Kennan alumni 
presented more than 100 public lectures, 
including 30 at the displaced universities of 
Donbas; organized three forums of cultural 
diplomacy with the Foreign Ministry of 
Ukraine, held five intensive leadership pro-
grams for internally displaced students; 
and edited six volumes of Agora, featuring 
122 articles on the wide range of subjects.

Parallel to this arbitrary dismissal, Mr. 
Matthew Rojansky prevented Dr. Smagliy 
from participating at the Kennan Advisory 
Council meeting held on February 16, 
2018, despite the fact she was in 
Washington, D.C., and requested the oppor-
tunity to present the Kyiv office accom-

Ukrainian Association of Kennan Institute 
protests its “growing pro-Kremlin policies”

(Continued on page 18)
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Oksana Masters: Ukrainian American Paralympian

Ukraine wins 16 medals at 2018 Paralympics in PyeongChang

by Ihor N. Stelmach

PyeongChang is 28-year-old Oksana 
Masters’ fourth Paralympics. She first got 
involved in competitive sports at age 11 
and is today considered one of Team 
U.S.A.’s more promising Paralympic ath-
letes. Born in Ukraine, she was raised in 
Buffalo, N.Y., and Louisville, Ky., after being 
adopted at age 8.

Her Paralympics multiple sports resume 
includes a bronze medal for rowing in 
London in 2012, silver and bronze medals 
for cross-country skiing in Sochi in 2014 
and a fourth place finish in cycling at the 
2016 Games in Rio. Masters has also 
medaled in Nordic skiing at several interna-
tional competitions.

Here are 13 facts about Masters:
1) Oksana is a survivor of the Chornobyl 

nuclear reactor accident – doctors believe 
her birth parents abandoned her after she 
suffered from in-utero radiation poisoning, 
which caused her to have missing tooth 
enamel, webbed fingers, six toes on each 
foot, one kidney, deformed legs, a partial 
stomach and no thumbs.

2) She lived in three different orphanag-
es until she was almost eight years old, and 
has described the conditions there as very 
distressing. Masters returned to Ukraine in 
2015 as guest of the U.S. Embassy in 
Ukraine and the America House in Kyiv to 
visit orphanages and wounded soldiers to 
show them life can improve under all cir-
cumstances.

3) Her adoptive mother, speech patholo-
gist Gay Masters, had to wait two and a half 
years before she could bring her adopted 
daughter home from Ukraine to America 
due to an adoption embargo by the 
Ukrainian government. 

4) When she arrived in the U.S. at age 8, 
she weighed 35 pounds – the weight of a 
healthy 3-year-old.

5) Her first fond memory of life in 
America was a trip to Walmart with her 
mother – from a cold, dark orphanage to a 
mystical land known as Walmart with 
candy, cat stickers and very low prices.

6) Oksana learned English by watching 
the cartoon “Scooby-Doo.”

7) Her legs were amputated during 
childhood at ages nine and 14. She was 
born with tibial hemimelia – as she grew, 
her legs could not support her weight. She 
thought her amputations would be below 
the knee so she could keep her same leg 
movements with prosthesis, but doctors 
had to amputate above due to muscle dam-
age and a knee malformation caused by 
radiation poisoning.

8) She refers to her prosthetic legs as 
her “Lamborghinis.” They each cost about 
$100,000 and were covered by her adop-
tive mother’s insurance.

9) Her first competitive sport was row-
ing, which she picked up at age 11, after it 
was suggested by a school faculty member. 
She pursued rowing until 2013 when a 
back injury forced her out of the sport. 
Masters loved the peace and freedom of 

by Ihor N. Stelmach

Ukraine dominant  
in biathlon

Team Ukraine got off to a flying start, 
winning five medals in biathlon on the first 
day of competition at the 12th Paralympic 
Games being held in PyeongChang, South 
Korea, on March 9-18. This international 
multi-sport event for athletes with disabili-
ties, governed by the International 
Paralympic Committee, has events in six 
sports with a total of 80 gold medals to be 
awarded. Forty-nine nations are represent-
ed with athletes competing in alpine skiing, 
biathlon, cross-country skiing, para ice 
hockey, snowboarding and wheelchair curl-
ing. 

Ukraine’s delegation consists of 33 per-
sons, including 20 competing athletes and 
10 assistants for athletes with visual 
impairments. They are participating in 

three of the six sports: biathlon, cross-
country skiing and snowboarding. This is 
Ukraine’s sixth Paralympic appearance. The 
Ukrainian Paralympic Committee 
announced medal rewards of $125,000 for 
gold, $80,000 for silver and $55,000 for a 
bronze medal.

Flag bearer Vitaliy Lukyanenko won 
Team Ukraine’s first gold medal, coming in 
first in the men’s 7.5-km biathlon race for 
visually impaired athletes. His teammate 
Anatolii Kovalevskyi won the bronze medal 
in the same event. Biathletes Liudmyla 
Liashenko (6-km standing) and Oksana 
Shyshkova (6-km sprint visually impaired) 
were actually the first Ukrainian medalists, 
the former winning bronze, the latter win-
ning silver with the assistance of guide 
Vitaliy Kazakov. Ihor Reptyukh was the fifth 
first-day medal winner, nabbing a bronze in 
the men’s 7.5-km standing. Ukraine fin-
ished day No. 1 of the competition tied for 
first place with five medals.

Day two saw Maksym Yarovyi win 
Ukraine’s second gold medal in men’s 
15-km sitting cross-country skiing. 

On day three Reptyukh notched a gold 
medal in the 20-km, free, standing skiing, 
Oksana Shyshkova nabbed a silver in the 
women’s 15-km free, visually impaired, and 
Liashenko took home a bronze medal in 
15-km free, standing. 

Six more medals were won in biathlon 
on the fourth day with 18-year-old Taras 
Rad demonstrating extreme competitive-
ness, overcoming American Daniel Cnossen 
in the men’s 12.5-km sitting event, gaining 
time in his final turns and shooting a per-
fect 20 for 20, to win the gold medal by 
1:01.7 seconds. Reptyukh won silver in 
men’s 12.5-km standing, Oleksandr Kazik 
(silver) and Iurii Utkin (bronze) added to 
the medal haul in the men’s 12.5-km, visu-
ally impaired. Ukraine’s women were not 
denied: Shyshkova won a gold in the wom-
en’s 10-km, visually impaired, while 

Liashenko added another bronze in wom-
en’s 10-km, standing.

Day five had Shyshkova come through 
with a bronze medal in cross-country ski-
ing’s women’s 1.5-km sprint classic, visual-
ly impaired event. Three days of competi-
tion remain with one scheduled day of 
biathlon and two more days of cross-coun-
try skiing. Ukraine stands a solid chance of 
surpassing 20-plus medals at these Games.

Ukraine was tied for third overall (16 
total medals) and tied for third with five 
gold medals as this edition went to press. 
Speaking of dominance, out of 36 medals 
awarded in biathlon, Ukrainian athletes 
have won 11.

Ukraine has won 90 medals at the 
Paralympic Winter Games including 20 
gold, 34 silver and 36 bronze. Team 
Ukraine captured 25 medals in both 2006 
and 2014. Ukraine has won all of its medals 
in cross-country skiing (49) and biathlon 
(41) with 10 gold medals in each sport. 

 SPORTS

Masters wins skiing gold
RFE/RL

A Ukraine-born U.S. skier who suffered radiation-induced birth defects following 
the 1986 Chernobyl nuclear disaster says she is “on cloud nine” after winning Winter 
Paralympic gold in South Korea.

“I’ve been chasing this gold medal for such a long time,” 28-year-old Oksana 
Masters said on March 14, after winning her first Paralympic gold in the 1.1-kilome-
ter cross-country sprint skiing in PyeongChang.

Masters also won a silver in biathlon and a bronze in long-distance cross-country 
skiing at the PyeongChang Paralympics.

She also won silver and bronze medals at the 2014 Winter Paralympics in Sochi, 
Russia, and a bronze in rowing at the London 2012 Summer Paralympics.

“I am so happy I have been able to channel all the things that I went through when 
I was younger and make them into something positive,” Masters said.

being on the water.
10) It took her less than a year to pick up 

cross-country skiing and make it to the 
2014 Olympic Games. Having to give up 
rowing, she picked skiing as a replacement 
sport. She won a silver medal in Sochi for 
Nordic skiing.

11) Masters is quite proud to represent 
her birth country of Ukraine while compet-
ing for Team U.S.A. In a conversation with 
Excelle Sports, she said: “I am so proud to 
be Ukrainian and I’m also so proud to be an 
American. I love that I can represent 
Ukraine and the Ukrainian people and the 
U.S. as well – it’s an honor…And it’s really 
cool because the support I get from 

Ukraine is great.”
12) Her boyfriend is also a Paralympian. 

She met Nordic skier Aaron Pike at the 
2014 Sochi opening ceremony. Pike com-
peted in the 2012, 2014 and 2016 
Paralympics and is competing alongside 
Masters in PyeongChang.

13) She posed for ESPN magazine’s 
2012 Body Issue, of which she said: “This 
was an amazing opportunity for me and 
also for the adoptive community. When I 
first had my legs amputated, it was hard for 
me to be positive and feel pretty. Many peo-
ple don’t know that someone with a dis-
ability can be strong, beautiful and success-
ful as an athlete.”

Maksym Yarovyi Liudmyla Liashenko Taras Rad
Bob Martin/OIS Thomas Lovelock/OIS Thomas Lovelock/OIS
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by Maria Hrycelak 

CHICAGO – The Illinois Branch of the 
Ukrainian Medical Association of North 
America (UMANA-Illinois) hosted the tradi-
tional annual Banquet and Charity Ball with 
Presentation of Debutantes on February 10 at 
Chicago’s historic Palmer House in the heart 
of the downtown “Loop” area. This year, 
despite the fact that Chicago was caught in the 
midst of a two-day snowstorm, many out-of-
town guests traveled to attend this traditional 
event. Although some guests were unable 
to attend, luckily out-of-town debutantes 
and their escorts had arrived days earlier. 

Planning and preparation for this annual 
event – first held in 1961 – began months 
ago, leading to a memorable and successful 
event for all. Back in November the debu-
tantes attended a mother-daughter lun-
cheon where they began planning the 
details of their debut.

The stunning ballroom was decorated 
with lighted centerpieces which appeared 
to reach for the lofty ceiling. Guests and 
friends greeted each other warmly through-
out the cocktail hour. Over 420 participants 
were seated in the stunningly ornate and 
elegantly decorated ballroom awaiting the 
presentation of eight debutantes. Over 200 
of their friends and family lined the balcony 
to view the presentation.

The debutantes, on the arms of their par-
ents and family, opened the formal program 

with a grand entrance into the ballroom. Dr 
Myron Lewickyj, president of UMANA-
Illinois, presented the eight accomplished, 
intelligent and beautiful debutantes to 
Chicago’s Ukrainian community. The debu-
tantes bowed charmingly and gracefully as 
they were introduced along with their 
proud parents and escorts. 

The debutantes were from the Illinois 
area, as well as from both coasts. The young 
ladies and their escorts had begun practicing 
their opening waltz months in advance. The 
resulting intricate and beautiful dance pro-
gram, under the choreography of Roxana 
Dykyj-Pylypczak with help from Adriana 
Striltschuk-Karawan, showcased their cre-
ativity and expertise. In their flowing white 
gowns and holding their pink bouquets, the 
debutantes danced elegantly and effortlessly 
to the sounds of Strauss waltzes, first with 
their fathers and then with their escorts. 

Dr. Lewickyj welcomed the debutantes, 
their parents, escorts and guests, who came 
from all over the United States and Canada 
for this charity ball. He thanked them for 

their continuing support and participation. 
Drs. Ulana Leskiw and Daria Pachovsky 
Wang, speaking on behalf of the proud par-
ents, warmly addressed their daughters, 
the debutantes, wishing them well in their 
future endeavors both in their Ukrainian 
and American community lives. Each debu-
tante then presented her mother with a 
rose in gratitude for her hard work and 
commitment.

Close to 230 guests, both young and old, 
arrived after dinner and danced the night 
away to the sounds of Chicago’s Klopit 
band. Later in the evening, the guests, deb-
utantes and escorts all participated in the 
anticipated traditional folk dance, the 
“Kolomyika.” The debutantes were seen on 
the dance floor performing beautifully cho-
reographed Ukrainian dance moves lasting 
close to an hour. The debutantes and their 
families celebrated well into the night 
amidst fine music and friends.

Traditionally, debutante balls help raise 
funds for charity. In November, months 
before the ball, a fund-raiser was held at 

Kendra Scott Jewelry with a percentage of 
sales being donated to the UMANA 
Foundation. The foundation has a strong 
commitment to medical education, and 
preserving the health of Ukrainians world-
wide. In addition to the many projects that 
the UMANA Foundation supports, proceeds 
from this year’s ball will help supply chil-
dren in the war-torn zones of Ukraine with 
school supplies to try to help them main-
tain a normal routine. This sense of nor-
malcy reduces stress and may decrease 
potential psychological issues.

The 2018 organizing committee includ-
ed many enthusiastic volunteers from the 
Chicago area, as well as visiting guests. 
Special thanks go out to Dr. Theresa 
Kuritza, chair of the Debutante Committee, 
Dr. Maria Hrycelak, assistant to the chair, 
and Liza Bandura, who created the beauti-
ful centerpieces. Their dedicated efforts 
resulted in an imposing and enjoyable 
event for all involved. 

All are invited to the next UMANA Illinois 
Debutante Ball on February 16, 2019. 

Chicago hosts UMANA-Illinois charity debutante ball 

Debutantes and their escorts (from left): Erika Markiv, Matthew Bach, Sophia Stefaniuk, Max Mittelstadt, Roxanne Lisowsky, 
Roman Stefaniuk, Tanya Melnyk, Kyril Yurchuk, Natalia Wang, Daniel Powers, Nina Gillespie, Michael Seneczko, Juliana 

Olesnicky, George Kuritza, Ariana Notardonato, Maxym Kuropas.

MVP Studio Photography

The debutantes are the center of a beautiful floral bouquet.Debutantes during their presentation.

Graceful debutante Nina Gillespie danc-
es with her escort, Michael Seneczko.
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by Natalia Lewyckyj

DEARBORN, Mich. – This year marks the 
50th anniversary of the Debutante Ball 
hosted by the Detroit chapter of the 
Ukrainian Engineers’ Society of America 
(UESA). To commemorate this momentous 
occasion, the celebratory event was held on 
Saturday, January 27, in the Grand 
Ballroom of the historic Dearborn Inn 
Marriott situated on the spacious grounds 
of the Henry Ford Greenfield Village, in 
Dearborn, Mich.

Nearly a year in preparation, the cele-
brated event arrived with tremendous sup-
port from the local community and those 
who traveled long distances for the Jubilee. 
The evening began with guests gathered in 
the elegant foyer of the Dearborn Inn 
Marriott for cocktails and hors d’oeuvres, 
before being ushered into the expansive 
Grand Ballroom for the formal presentation 
of the debutantes.

The 2018 ball formally introduced six 
beautiful young ladies to the Ukrainian com-
munity: Alexa Lydia Eby, escorted by 
Alexander Zachar; Christina Marianna 
Isabella Kucy, escorted by Mattei Jacks, Nina 
Marie Melanie Nestorowich, escorted by 
Daniel Sawicky; Nina Ulana Rudnitsky, escort-
ed by Zoran Chovich; Tatiana Olha Smyk, 
escorted by Maksym Mahlay; and Tassia 
Marie Zaryckyj, escorted by Oleh Kozak.

Natalia Lewyckyj, president of the Detroit 
chapter of the UESA, had the privilege of 
welcoming the guests to this year’s celebra-
tory 50th Debutante Ball and introducing 
the master of ceremonies for the evening, 
Marko Lawrin. In her opening remarks, Ms. 
Lewyckyj shared the incredible historic role 
the Detroit Winter Balls have had enriching 
the very fabric of the local Ukrainian-
American community. These events have 
welcomed nearly 500 debutantes to the 
Ukrainian society in Detroit since the inau-
gural ball in 1959; many of them today are 
among its greatest organizational, business, 
and parish leaders. 

The Winter Ball and presentation of deb-

utantes continues to be a valuable opportu-
nity to bring the community together and 
to show our youth that their role within the 
Ukrainian community is well recognized 
and warmly welcomed, she noted.

All attention was focused as the master 
of ceremonies formally introduced the deb-
utantes to the community, sharing their 
highest academic achievements, remark-
able artistic and athletic talents, and deter-
mined aspirations for the future. Each deb-
utante, in a flowing white gown and elbow-
length gloves, and holding an orange rose 
bouquet adorned with a gold ribbon sym-
bolizing the 50th anniversary, made a 
grand entrance and was welcomed by 
guests as she was gracefully escorted 
through the center of the ballroom. As the 
proud parents and guests looked on, each 
debutante charmingly curtsied before the 
crowd, signifying her official debut.

Following the formal introductions, the 
debutantes graced the dance floor for the 

first waltz with their escorts. The elegant 
presentation, newly and beautifully choreo-
graphed by Dr. Christina Korduba Zachar, 
continued as the debutantes joined their 
fathers in a special waltz and presented 
their mothers with long-stemmed roses, an 
emotional expression of their sincere love 
and gratitude for all that they had done for 
them as they grew, and a bittersweet fare-
well of sorts as the debutantes prepare for 
independent adulthood and their futures 
away from home.

The formal presentation concluded with 
a joyous toast to the debutantes, greeted 
with resounding applause. Mr. Lawrin 
addressed the debutantes with a congratu-
latory message that underscored the 
importance of the debutantes realizing 
their boundless potential, assuming leader-
ship roles in the Ukrainian community and 
always keeping the patriotic love for 
Ukraine alive in their hearts. Finally, the 
guests sang an emotionally charged rendi-

tion of “Mnohaya Lita” and the ceremonial 
acceptance of the debutantes into the com-
munity was sealed in history.

Since this year marked the 50th anniver-
sary of the debutante ball hosted by the 
Detroit chapter of the Ukrainian Engineers’ 
Society of America, Dianna Korduba 
Sawicky and Ms. Lewyckyj, as ball co-
chairs, took the opportunity to recognize 
those members and dedicated lifelong 
friends of the organization who had played 
such a vital role in the success of the ball 
over the span of five decades. Many of them 
were in attendance for this jubilee celebra-
tion. These members have played many 
roles, from longtime organization board 
members to integral ball committee mem-
bers. These outstanding members were 
individually called out onto the dance floor, 
recognized for their incredible contribu-
tions and honored with a long-stem red 
rose or boutonniere. Once all the honorees 
were assembled, a resounding “Mnohaya 
Lita” filled the ballroom. 

The anniversary celebration continued 
with a montage of photos from past debu-
tante balls being projected on two large 
screens in the ballroom. In addition, framed 
group debutante photos of the past 50 
years adorned the dinner tables and 
sparked unforgettable memories. To com-
memorate the historic event, a commemo-
rative 50th anniversary group photo of past 
Detroit debutantes was taken. 

The festivities continued after dinner, as 
guests were brought to their feet by the 
lively music of the Ukrainian band Klopit 
from Chicago. The dance floor was crowded 
up to the very end, serving as the show-
place for all sorts of dances and incredible 
traditional Ukrainian dance acrobatics dur-
ing the much-anticipated “Kolomyika.”

The 2018 Winter Ball Committee that 
orchestrated this elegant event was co-
chaired by Mmes. Sawicky and Lewyckyj; 
committee members included Mr. Lawrin, 
Dr. Zachar, Laryssa Kozak-Letarte, Zina 
Kozak-Zachary, Zenon Lewyckyj and 
Roxanne Smyk.

Detroit celebrates 50th Engineers’ Society debutante ball

Debutantes and their escorts (from left): Tatiana Olha Smyk with Maksym Mahlay, Nina Ulana Rudnitsky with Zoran Chovich, Tassia Marie Zaryckyj with Oleh Kozak, 
Alexa Lydia Eby with Alexander Zachar, Nina Marie Melanie Nestorowich with Daniel Sawicky, and Christina Marianna Isabella Kucy with Mattei Jacks

Mykhaylo Dyachun

A circle of beauty – Detroit’s debutantes (clockwise from bottom left): Christina 
Marianna Isabella Kucy, Alexa Lydia Eby, Nina Marie Melanie Nestorowich, Tassia 

Marie Zaryckyj, Nina Ulana Rudnitsky and Tatiana Olha Smyk.
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Ukrainian American Youth Association presents debutantes in New Jersey

by Natalka Kudryk

PARSIPPANY, N.J. – On Saturday, 
February 10, the Ukrainian American Youth 
Association (UAYA) held its 54th annual 
Debutante Ball at the Sheraton hotel in 
Parsippany, N.J. The ball marked the debut 
for 18 young women, who were celebrated 
in a ballroom full of family, friends, UAYA 
members and other guests. 

The UAYA Debutante Ball, under the aus-
pices of the National Executive board, is a 
longstanding tradition among UAYA mem-
bers of the Northeast. The event has its 
roots in European court custom and was 
adopted in the mid-20th century by 

Ukrainian American diaspora organiza-
tions. This year’s debutantes joined the 
ranks of nearly 800 young women who 
have taken part in this rite of passage.

The evening began with a lively cocktail 
hour. After guests were seated in the ball-
room, Natalka Horbachevsky, co-chair of 
the organizing committee, officially wel-
comed guests to the ballroom for the for-
mal portion of the evening and introduced 
the master and mistress of ceremonies, 
Peter Kolinsky and Ulana Blahy. Mr. 
Kolinsky and Ms. Blahy are active members 
in the Hartford, Conn., and Yonkers, N.Y., 
branches of the UAYA, respectively, and had 
the distinct honor of presenting this year’s 

debutantes and their chosen escorts.
Dressed in flowing white ball gowns and 

crisp, elbow-length gloves, the girls walked 
through the sparkling lights of the ballroom 
to greet their parents at the center of the 
dance floor. Each debutante embraced her 
parents, received her bouquet and was met 
by her escort. From there, she and her 
escort circled the perimeter of the dance 
floor as the emcees shared her academic 
accolades, hobbies and involvement in the 
UAYA and Ukrainian American community. 
To conclude her presentation, the debu-
tante took her inaugural curtsy.

This year’s debutantes were: Sophia 
Baran (Cedar Knolls, N.J.), escorted by 

Lukian Tomaszewsky; Natalia Benejam 
(Eastchester, N.Y.), escorted by Alexander 
Sydor; Anastasiya Bodnar (Yorktown 
Heights, N.Y.), escorted by Oleg Nagirnyy; 
Katherine Bzowyckyj (Tolland, Conn.), 
escorted by James Tkachuk; Roma 
Alexandra Gaschler (Yonkers, N.Y.), escort-
ed by Adrian Skala; Alexandra Holyk 
(Ontario, Calif.), escorted by Zorian 
Kovbasniuk; Nadia Elizabeth Humen 
(Kensington, Conn.), escorted by Paul 
Rydzanicz; Diana Daria Jaroszak (Clifton, 
N.J.), escorted by Danylo Szkafarowsky; 
Julia Adriana Kalynchuk (Clark, N.J.), 

The 2018 debutantes and Organizing Committee.
YCP Studio

(Continued on page 15)

Debutantes and guests join in the rousing “Kolomyika.”

Debutantes and escorts wow the crowd.

Nadia Humen and her dad, Mark, during 
the father-daughter waltz.

Sophia Baran, escorted by Lukian 
Tomaszewsky, gets ready to make her bow.
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by Kristin Chylak

CHICAGO – The American Ukrainian 
Youth Association’s Mykola Pavlushkov 
Branch in Chicago hosted its annual New 
Year’s Ball, or Malanka, on Saturday, 
January 13, at the Drury Lane Theater and 
Conference Center. 

Guests arrived at 6 p.m. for cocktails and 
hors d’oeuvres in the foyer of the Grand 
Ballroom. Friends and family gathered to 
celebrate the New Year and greeted each 
other throughout the hour. Vasyl Ilchyshyn, 
youth director of the Mykola Pavlushkov 

Branch and the master of ceremonies for 
the evening, opened by welcoming and 
greeting more than 350 guests, as well as 
encouraging everyone to actively partici-
pate in the community to continue the hard 
work of their parents and grandparents.

The highlight of the evening was the pre-
sentation of 10 lovely debutantes from both 
the Chicago and Palatine branches of the 
youth association. The presentation was 
choreographed and led by Adriana 
Karawan and Kateryna Dyakiv. Each debu-
tante was introduced, received a traditional 
sash and was congratulated by Pavlo 

Bandriwsky, president of the Mykola 
Pavlushkov Branch in Chicago; Myron 
Wasiunec, president of the Dmytro 
Vitovsky Branch in Palatine; Chrystya 
Pochtar-Eckheart, youth director of the 
Palatine branch, and Adriana Popowycz, 
youth counselor of the Chicago branch. The 
debutantes’ individual presentations ended 
with each of them greeting the guests with 
a deep and graceful bow as her parents 
looked on with pride.

Ms. Karawan continued with the presen-
tation, calling upon the fathers to lead their 
daughters in a waltz, which ended with a 

sweet, loving kiss from the fathers. A whim-
sical addition to this year’s presentation 
included little “Sumeniata” Yuriy Gorshko 
and Isabella Kuropas circling the dance 
floor and offering a long-stemmed red rose 
to each debutante. The debutantes then 
presented their roses to their mothers as 
thank you for all their love and support. 

The spotlight then turned to the debu-
tantes and their escorts. They entertained 
the guests with a wonderfully choreo-
graphed traditional waltz full of elaborate 

Chicago’s American Ukrainian Youth Association hosts Malanka

The 2018 debutantes with their escorts: Stefania Dembereckyj with Maxym Kuropas, Elizabeth Kryvokulsky with Zachary Zelenyj, Ivanna Kurywczak with Nicholas 
Sosnivka, Oleksandra Gorshko with Yuriy Savchuk, Isabella Mishenko with Zen Tverdokhlib, Zoryanna Zura with Nazar Kalyniouk, Sofia Dunne with Roman Stefaniuk, 

Roxanne Halamaj with Dorian Lesiuk, Laryssa Perun with Vitya Zura and Cassandra Fitzgerald with Daniel Klysh.

Maksym Prokopiv Photography

All eyes are on debutante Cassandra Fitzgerald as she executes a picture-perfect bow.
Escort Maxym Kuropas proudly accompanies debutante 

Stefania Dembereckyj.

(Continued on page 15)
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Plast’s Cleveland chapter presents 2018 debutantes

by Natalie Bendiuk-Oryshkewych

INDEPENDENCE, Ohio – Nine debu-
tantes were presented at Plast Cleveland’s 
Debutante Ball, which was held on 
Saturday, February 3, at the Embassy Suites 
Hotel Cleveland-Rockside.

This year’s debutantes hailed from Ohio, 
Michigan and California with escorts from 
Ohio, Illinois, Michigan, New Jersey, New 
York and Germany. 

Presented at the ball were: Christina 
Deychakiwsky, escorted by Andriy Mahlay; 
Yustina Hryciw, escorted by George Kuritza, 
Marta Kmits,  escorted by Roman 
Jakubowycz, Christina Kucy, escorted by 
Adrian Elbe; Julianna Lisowsky escorted by 
Stefko Sorobay; Anya Oryshkewych, escort-
ed by Daniel Sawicky; Alexandra Popadiuk, 
escorted by Stephan Handzy; Solomia 
Semenyuk, escorted by Nicolas Adamiv; 
and Olenka Tymosch, escorted by Adrian 
Petrikiw. 

Daria Kowcz-Jakubowycz, head of Plast 
Ukrainian Scouting Organization’s 
Cleveland chapter, began the evening by 
welcoming over 300 guests in the hotel’s 
elegant Grand Ballroom. Ms. Kowcz-
Jakubowycz remarked that it was Plast – 
and the friendships forged through the 
organization – that brought together the 
debutantes, their escorts and guests for this 
celebration. She further commented that 
these relationships are truly a unique gift 
that will last a lifetime.

The program then proceeded to the eve-
ning’s main event, the presentation of the 
debutantes. Ms. Kowcz-Jakubowycz was 
joined by Lydia Kosc-Rezie in presenting 
the young ladies. Each debutante was 
escorted into the Grand Ballroom on the 
arm of her father and individually recog-
nized for her academic achievements, artis-
tic and athletic talents, future aspirations as 

well as involvement in both Ukrainian and 
American communities. Highlighted in each 
introduction was the debutante’s role in 
her respective Plast chapter.

In her congratulatory address, Ms. 
Kowcz-Jakubowycz noted the inner beauty 
and strength of character possessed by 
each debutante. She encouraged each of the 
debutantes to give back to the community 
so that others may benefit as they did. 

Following the presentation, the debu-
tantes and their escorts performed a beau-
tiful waltz under the expert choreography 
of Dmytro Kovalenko. This traditional first 
waltz was followed by the debutantes danc-
ing with their fathers while the escorts 
danced with the debutantes’ mothers after 
presenting each with a single rose. 

After dinner, the debutantes, escorts and 
guests danced well into the night to the 

music of Klopit from Chicago. The dance 
floor overflowed with both young and old 
the entire evening.

Special thanks were expressed to the 
organizing committee: Natalie Bendiuk-
Oryshkewych, Larisa Bendiuk-Popadiuk 
and Adrianna Lisowsky for what was a 
truly memorable affair. All proceeds from 
this event are earmarked for the Pysanyj 
Kamin Plast Camp in Middlefield, Ohio.

 Debutantes enjoy their time in the spotlight. 

Larisa Bendiuk-Popadiuk

Debutantes and their escorts (from left): Christina Kucy and Adrian Elbe, Olenka Tymosch and Adrian Petrikiw, Solomia Semenyuk and Nicolas Adamiv, Julianna Lisowsky 
and Stefko Sorobay, Marta Kmits and Roman Jakubowycz, Yustina Hryciw and George Kuritza, Alexandra Popadiuk and Stephan Handzy, Anya Oryshkewych and Daniel 

Sawicky, Christina Deychakiwsky and Andriy Mahlay.

Courtney Marie Photography Inc.
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Plast Newark holds its traditional debutante ball

by Natalia Voronka Bilash

WHIPPANY, N.J. – On Saturday, January 
20, the Parents’ Association of the Newark, 
N.J., branch of Plast Ukrainian Scouting 
Organization held the annual Plast 
Debutante Ball at the Hanover Marriott in 
Whippany, N.J. The debutante ball is a tradi-
tional event at which each debutante is for-
mally presented to the community as a 
young lady.

Marta Sygida Kowal and Borislaw Bilash 
served as this year’s masters of ceremonies 
and formally opened the event by welcom-
ing the debutantes, their families and guests. 
After being formally introduced, each debu-
tante was welcomed as she was escorted 
through the center of the ballroom.

This year’s debutantes included young 
ladies from the Newark branch of Plast 
(which is based at the Ukrainian American 
Cultural Center of New Jersey in 

Whippany): Sofia Gundersen (escort Mark 
Turchyn), Olena Krawec (escort George 
Kuritza), Avalina Michel (escort Stephan 
Bilyk), Sofia Shyprykevych (escort Christian 
Maik) and Ivanna Starozytnyk (escort 
Andrew Stelmach).

The debutantes in their flowing white 
gowns danced with their escorts to a cho-
reographed arrangement by Andrij Cybyk. 
Each debutante also joined her father in a 
special waltz.

Following dinner, more guests arrived 
and danced the night away to the music of 
Tempo and Hrim, including the traditional 
30-minute “Kolomyika.”

The success of this memorable annual 
event was made possible by members of 
the  organizing committee:  Anya 
Tershakovec Tomko (chair), Alexandra 
Tershakovec Zawadiwsky, Natalia Voronka 
Bilash, Christina Gnoy Stasiuk and Ms. 
Kowal (head of the Parents’ Committee). 

The debutantes and their escorts (from left): Stephan Bilyk/Avalina Michel, George Kuritza/Olena Krawec, Sofia Gundersen/Mark Turchyn, Ivanna Starozytnyk/Andrew 
Stelmach and Sofia Shyprykevych/Christian Maik.

Dan Bitcon/Bitcon Productions

by Andriy Tytla

NEW YORK – New York’s Ukrainian 
American community welcomed into soci-
ety four wonderful young ladies at the 
Chervona Kalyna Cotillion Ball: Anastasia 

Catherine Tymkiw Hanifin, Ulana Hapij, 
Yaremiya Makarenko and Julia Ana Tremba. 

The debutantes and their families, along 
with hundreds of guests, danced the night 
away at the Hilton Meadowlands in East 
Rutherford, N.J., on Saturday, January 27.

The “Vechornytsi Chervonoyi Kalyny” is a 
tradition established in 1951 in New York 
City by members of the Ukrainian Sich 
Riflemen and military veterans who upon 
emigrating to the U.S. revived the Lviv society 
balls of the 1920s and 1930s. Today, one of 

the main attractions of the ball is the presen-
tation of debutantes, a custom since 1959.

The debutante presentation, consisting 
of individual introductions and curtsies, a 
group dance to Pachelbel’s Canon in D and 
waltz to Johann Strauss Jr.’s “Blue Danube” 
was choreographed by Ania Bohachevsky 
Lonkevych. As per custom, fathers – or in 
some cases male relatives or godfathers – 
of the debutantes danced part of the waltz 
with their daughters, while escorts, a single 
red rose in hand, invited the mothers of the 
debutantes to dance.

The formal program was followed by a 
banquet and “zabava” (dance), accompanied 
by two bands: Fata Morgana and Hrim. Both 
ensembles provided favorite standards and 
new music throughout the night, which cul-
minated with the seemingly nearly hourlong 
“Kolomyika” that had everyone on their feet.

The Chervona Kalyna and Khmelnychenky 
fraternities of Plast Ukrainian Scouting 
Organization enjoyed their fourth year as 
joint organizers of the debutante ball. Next 
year’s ball is scheduled for February 9 and 
will return to the Hilton Pearl River in New 
York. Additional details are available at 
Kalynadeb.org.

Chervona Kalyna Cotillion Ball presents four debutantes

Debutantes and their escorts (from left): Yaremiya Makarenko, Zachar Hankewycz, Anastasia Catherine Tymkiw Hanifin, Kyril 
Yurchuk, Julia Ana Tremba, Omelyan Shuhan, Ulana Hapij and Maksym Turko.

Wowk Photography
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Engineers’ Society hosts 
Philadelphia debutante ball

by Petro Hewka

PHILADELPHIA – The 64th annual 
Engineers’ Banquet and Ball with presenta-
tion of debutantes, sponsored by the 
Ukrainian Engineers’ Society of America, 
Philadelphia Chapter, took place on 
Saturday, February 3, in the classically ele-
gant Grand Ballroom of the Hyatt Hotel at 
the Bellevue, in Philadelphia.

This gala event was an exceptional suc-
cess.

The Very Rev. Roman Pitula, represent-
ing Archbishop Stefan Soroka, metropolitan 
of Ukrainian Catholics in the U.S.A., opened 
the gala with a prayer for Ukraine and a 
blessing of the guests. Father Pitula’s 
daughter was one of the debutantes.

Three lovely young ladies were present-
ed as debutantes: Laryssa Badulak, escorted 
by her brother Andrew Badulak; Sarah 
Melio, escorted by John Klaczany; and Sofiya 
Pitula, escorted by Timofiy Korytnyuk. 

The debutantes and escorts were excep-
tionally well prepared by Halia Wirstiuk 
and Ania Bohachevsky Lonkevych to per-
form their presentation dances. They pre-
pared original choreography to the music 
of Richard Strauss.

Masters of ceremonies for the banquet 
and ball were Sophia Zacharczuk and Paul 
Tershakovec.

An additional highlight of the evening 
was a special performance by the Voloshky 
School of Ukrainian Dance of Philadelphia.

The success of this Gala event was made 
possible by the preparation and hard work 
of the Ball Committee, chaired by Orysia 
Hewka.

Music was provided by the excellent 
Hrim Orchestra from New York and 
Connecticut.

Next year’s Philadelphia Engineers’ Ball 
is scheduled for February 2, 2019, at the 
same venue, which has been renamed The 
Bellevue Hotel.

Philadelphia debutantes and their escorts (from bottom to top): Laryssa Badulak 
with Andrew Badulak, Sofiya Pitula with Timofiy Korytnyuk and Sarah Melio with 

John Klaczany.

Wowk Photography

formations, turns, dips and bows. Their ele-
gance, poise and beauty were appreciated 
with extended applause from their family, 
friends and guests.

Mr. Bandriwsky greeted all in atten-
dance with warmest wishes for the coming 
New Year. Congratulating the debutantes, 
he wished them success as they embark on 
their path into adulthood. Special guest 
Nadia Dlaboha from the Ukrainian 
American Youth Association’s National 
Executive, extended a greeting to the 
guests. Before dinner, the Very Rev. Oleh 

Kryvokulsky, pastor of Ss. Volodymyr and 
Olha Church, led everyone in prayer. 

After dinner, guests enjoyed the rest of 
the evening by dancing to the sounds of 
Accord, a Chicago-based band. With the 
approach of midnight, party favors were 
passed around as friends and acquaintanc-
es embraced each other, welcoming the 
New Year. Before the evening ended, the 
guests participated in the traditional 
“Kolomyika.” 

Thanks and recognition were given to all 
who helped make the lovely evening possi-
ble, particularly the Malanka committee: 
Anna-Maria Bagan, Kristin Chylak, Ms. 
Dyakiv, Milia Glubisz, Ms. Karawan, Nastia 
Lototska and Olena Vasilik.

(Continued from page 12)

Chicago’s American...

Elizabeth Kryvokulsky is presented with a rose as her father, the Very Rev. Oleh 
Kryvokulsky, observes.

Maksym Prokopiv Photography

escorted by Dariy Borsa; Brianna Alexa 
Kotys (Cedar Grove, N.J.), escorted by 
Nicholas Zielonka; Iryna Kovbel (Stamford, 
Conn.), escorted by Yuriy Ozymko; Alexa 
Krawec (Yonkers), escorted by Alexander 
Zawojski; Juliana Loukachouk (Clifton), 
escorted by Roman Andrach, Jr.; Yulia 
Lozynska (Stamford), escorted by Alex 
Grabar; Jillian Pogoda (Carteret, N.J.), 
escorted by Taras Erachshaw; Mariya 
Semchuk (Ridgewood, N.Y.), escorted by 
Maksym Turko; Sofiya Shastkiv (Corona, 
N.Y.), escorted by Oleksiy Misyuk; and 
Claudia Winiarskyj (Old Saybrook, Conn.), 
escorted by Matthew Melnychuk.

After the presentation of the debutantes, 
Miss Semchuk read the dedication that is 
delivered every year to the ball’s attendees 
by a selected debutante. Following this, 
Adrian Dlaboha, in his first year as presi-
dent of the UAYA National Executive Board, 
made his introductory remarks to the 
crowd. Speaking to the debutantes directly, 
Mr. Dlaboha congratulated them on their 
debut and encouraged their continued par-
ticipation in UAYA activities and the 
Ukrainian American sphere.

To conclude the formal portion of the 
program, the debutantes and escorts per-
formed a waltz choreographed by Hryhoriy 
Momot. Guests looked on as the debutantes 
were led around the floor by their escorts 
through lifts and spins in this magical cho-
reography. After lengthy applause, the deb-
utantes’ fathers took their daughters to 

dance, marking the end of their formal pre-
sentation.

Dinner began with a blessing led by 
Bishop Paul Chomnycky. As guests ate, two 
talented bands, New York’s Hrim and 
Montreal’s Zvook, kicked off the “zabava.” 
Their spectacular performance kept guests 
dancing all through the night. The rousing 
“Kolomyika,” as in years past, was one of 
the highlights of the night. 

The UAYA Debutante Ball continues to 
be one of the highlights of the youth associ-
ation’s calendar and an event many 
Ukrainians in the Northeast look forward 
to annually as a time to celebrate the new 
generation of UAYA members and catch up 
with old friends. 

The event would not be possible without 
the generous support of the sponsors and 
supporters, including the SUMA Federal 
Credit Union in Yonkers, Ukrainian 
National Federal Credit Union, Yonkers 
Dim-SUMA and Self Reliance New York 
Federal Credit Union. 

The committee acknowledged the sup-
port of the many volunteers whose efforts 
contributed to a wonderful evening, in par-
ticular the UAYA Executive Board and all 
the debutantes, escorts and parents who 
helped orchestrate this event.

The UAYA Debutante Ball Committee for 
2018 was composed of Natalka Horba-
chevsky and Olia Figol (co-chairs), Katia 
Kucyna, Olia Figol, Daria Horbachevsky, 
Myron Pryjmak, Olia Zahnijnyj and Natalka 
Kudryk. 

The UAYA invites all to save the date for 
next year’s ball, which will take place on 
March 2, 2019.

(Continued from page 11)
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First retrospective exhibit for Yaroslava Surmach Mills opens at The Ukrainian Museum
The Ukrainian Museum

NEW YORK – More than 125 enthusiastic guests attend-
ed the opening reception for The Ukrainian Museum’s new 
exhibition, “Yaroslava Surmach Mills: Retrospective,” on 
Sunday, March 4. The Ukrainian American community in 
Manhattan’s East Village and beyond, well-acquainted with 
the artist, came to remember Yaroslava Surmach Mills 
(1925-2008) and admire her beautiful artworks, which she 
signed “Yaroslava.”

Among the special guests were Yaroslava’s son, Nik 
Mills, who flew in from the West Coast, and Kate Mills, the 
artist’s stepdaughter from Massachusetts. Also attending 
the opening was Yaroslava’s nephew, Markian Surmach, 
the last of the Surmach line to manage the Surma Book & 
Music shop, an East Village landmark that stood for 98 
years. A few of the lenders to the exhibition who attended 
the opening were among the artist’s closest friends and 
colleagues: Stella (Zakharchuk) Baker, Eileen McCabe and 
Helen Smindak, the recently retired arts/culture corre-
spondent for The Ukrainian Weekly.

The afternoon began with opening remarks by museum 
trustee Motria Kuzycz, followed by a statement by the 
museum’s director, Maria Shust, and a brief introduction by 
Hanya Krill-Pyziur, curator of the exhibit.

“The importance that Ukrainian heritage played in 
Yaroslava Surmach Mills’ work, cannot be overstated,” said 
Ms. Shust. “As someone who worked in mainstream pub-
lishing and in academia, counterbalanced with her expo-
sure to traditional folk arts, Yaroslava became a conduit 
where traditional, contemporary and graphic arts tra-
versed interchangeably, shaping her uniquely stylistic 
approach that is evident in this exhibition.”

Visitors familiar with Yaroslava’s reverse glass paintings, 
and the greeting cards that were reproduced from the 
paintings, expressed astonishment at the artist’s diverse 
skill and range. The exhibition showcases more than 80 
objects including glass paintings, etchings, icons, books, a 
selection of her pysanky, and drawings. Examples of the 

stained-glass windows she designed, as well as other imag-
es, are presented in visual projections. Special emphasis is 
placed on the very popular unique reverse glass paintings 
that depict and illuminate Ukrainian folk life.

“This exhibition is designed to not only showcase the 
artwork from Yaroslava’s 60-year career, but to tell the 
story of how her career developed, and demonstrate the 
different turns she took as an artist,” said Ms. Krill-Pyziur. “I 
am gratified that the guests were intrigued by the variety 
of works in the show, and left feeling more enlightened 
about this wonderful Ukrainian American artist.”

Yaroslava’s life and artistic career are indelibly tied to 
her origins. Born to and raised by Ukrainian immigrant 
parents in New York City, she grew up in a home where the 
Ukrainian language and traditions were nurtured. 
Yaroslava credited her mother for her earliest exposure to 
Ukrainian folk art: 

“She taught me to embroider on linen by counting 
threads, and she taught me to decorate Easter eggs. [In 
Ukraine,] she decorated the white-washed walls of their 

“St. Michael Archangel” (not dated, egg 
tempera, gold leaf on board; on loan 

from Stella Baker).

“Bride from Poltava” (1983, 
etching, aquatint; on loan 
from Stephanie Czerepanyn).

“Family at Easter Blessing” (not dated, 
reverse painting on glass; on long-term loan 
from the estate of Yaroslava Surmach Mills).

“Tusya and the Pot of Gold: From an Old 
Ukrainian Folktale,” retold and illustrated by 
Yaroslava (New York: Atheneum, 1971-1973; gift of 

Helen Smindak).

Hanya Krill-Pyziur with Nik Mills. Kate Mills at the exhibition.

Pysanka by Yaroslava Surmach Mills (on loan 
from Nik Mills).

“The Mitten,” retold by Alvin Tresselt, 
illustrated by Yaroslava (1964, Mulberry 

Books, UM collection).
“My Father’s Village” (not dated, reverse painting on glass; on loan from 

Stella Baker). 

(Continued on page 17)

Max Pyziur

Nik Mills

Eric Moore
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thatched-roofed house each spring. I 
remember how she could entertain me by 
magically forming flowers or people or 
houses on paper with her pencil.”

A graduate of The Cooper Union, 
Yaroslava was trained as a fine artist. After 
completing her education, Yaroslava began 
working as art editor for Humpty Dumpty’s 
Magazine for Little Children. Jaroslaw 
Leshko, professor emeritus of art at Smith 
College, reminds us that the 1950s and 
1960s were a period in popular art when 
many artists, intrigued by naïve and folk 
art, experimented with new interpretations 
of the genre. The flat paintings depicting 
folk and countryside scenes by Haitian 
“naif” artists, for example, were ubiquitous 
in the New York street art markets of the 
day. Manhattan’s downtown art scene in 
the years following World War II, at the 
height of Abstract Expressionism and the 
beginnings of the Pop Art movement, con-
tained a universe of influences for a recent 
college graduate such as Yaroslava.

With the 1950s, and the death of Stalin, 
came political shifts in the Soviet Union and 
access to Ukraine eased. Seeing an opportu-
nity to obtain one of the first granted visas, 
Yaroslava courageously took a solo trip to 
Ukraine in 1956. (In fact, this was Yaroslava’s 
second trip to Ukraine. The Surmach family 
had traveled to the ancestral homeland in 
Western Ukraine in 1931.) A decade after 
World War II, her journey on a Vespa motor 
scooter through the countryside opened up 
new paths and opportunities for Yaroslava. 
Struck by the stunning landscapes of Eastern 
Europe and the rural lifestyle immersed in 
tradition and traditional art, she returned 
from her trip with memories and ideas that 
became emblematic of her subsequent artis-
tic expression. She noted:

“I visited all the folk museums [in Ukraine] 
with special interest. …It was in these muse-
ums that I first noticed another type of folk 
art – glass paintings. I learned that these 
small, colorful, naïve paintings were executed 
in reverse, on the underside of a piece of glass. 
The subjects were usually religious – the icon 
of the poorer peasant.”

Recalling the glass icon paintings that had 
so captivated her in Ukraine, Yaroslava repli-
cated the process using gouache and water 
tempera, and marveled at “the brilliant 
results.” In the brochure “The Tale of 
Yaroslava and the Glasspaintings,” she wrote: 

“From some colorful pocket of my sub-
conscious the little peasants began to spill 
out onto the glass and arrange themselves 
into the scenes of my childhood’s imagina-
tion.”

The eloquent characters captured in her 
paintings of village and family scenes were 
often based on her family members, impart-
ing a personal tenor to some of the paint-
ings. In 1968, Yaroslava’s winter scene 
painting, “Carolers,” was published as a 
UNICEF holiday card. Her images of tradi-
tional holidays and scenes of Ukrainian life 
have proven to be timeless, and these repro-
ductions continue to be sold today.

Lubow Wolynetz, curator of folk art at 
The Ukrainian Museum, has long recog-
nized Yaroslava’s importance in reflecting 
essential Ukrainian folk tradition, and 
incorporated Yaroslava’s glass paintings 
into many exhibitions. Ms. Wolynetz 
emphasizes Yaroslava’s “ethnic heritage 
and culture, which extended from the fami-
ly hearth into the wider circle of the 
Ukrainian émigré community.”

The Ukrainian-themed glass paintings 
and their reproductions were the most pop-
ular of Yaroslava’s works, but she explored 
other mediums and genres as well. Some of 
her early works include stylistic gouaches, 
oils on canvas and wool wall hangings; how-
ever, few works from those early years 
remain. An oil portrait of her husband, 

Columbia University sociology professor 
and author C. Wright Mills, is known to us 
today only due to a photograph taken in 
1958. She also produced etchings, and her 
archives contain numerous drawings, most-
ly the sketches for her projects.

Book illustration was another successful 
vehicle for Yaroslava. She collaborated with 
Marie Halun Bloch (translator) on “Ivanko 
and the Dragon: An Old Ukrainian Folk 
Tale” (1969); illustrated “A Lion for a Sitter” 
(1969) by Helen Kay; and edited and illus-
trated “I Like You and Other Poems for 
Valentine’s Day” (1976). The Ukrainian folk 
tale “The Mitten” (1989), story by Alvin 
Tresselt, is the most recent and perhaps the 
best known of the children’s books that she 
illustrated.

Concurrently with her art career, 
Yaroslava was an educator, teaching classes 
in Gothic and Celtic illumination and callig-
raphy at Manhattanville College (1950-
1955), and later conducting workshops in 
reverse glass painting and iconography. 
Versed in the Byzantine canons of iconog-
raphy, Yaroslava worked in traditional egg 
tempera, natural and semi-precious pig-
ments, clay and gold leaf on wood board.

The 1970s brought major commissions 
Yaroslava’s way. In 1974, she was invited to 
design the stained-glass windows at St. 
Demetrius the Great Martyr Ukrainian 
Catholic Church in Toronto, an undertaking 
that took 32 years to complete. “Windows to 
Heaven” (2008), published by the church, 
details the project’s history and culmination, 
and contains color plates of the windows. A 
projection of these images is part of the exhi-
bition. A few years after the start of the 
Toronto church project, she was commis-
sioned to design the etched-glass entrance 
doors of the New York Senate Chamber lobby 
in the New York State Capitol in Albany.

The proposal for the exhibition 
“Yaroslava Surmach Mills: Retrospective” 
grew out of a discussion with her son, Nik 
Mills. Initially, the expectation was to show-
case Yaroslava’s pysanky during the 2018 
Easter season. However, the conversation 
rapidly shifted from a presentation of only 
pysanky to a comprehensive survey of 
Yaroslava’s career as an artist – an exhibi-
tion to appropriately honor her exceptional 
talent 10 years after her death and to 
reveal her role in connecting Ukrainian 
American communities across several gen-
erations, facilitated by the Surma store that 
her father founded. 

The exhibition presents color and joy – 
those attributes that Yaroslava herself 
aspired to convey in her paintings: “I often 
find it impossible to work on a painting 
without grinning,” wrote Yaroslava. “I part 
with them reluctantly, but with hopes that 
they’ll bring smiles and good feelings to 
their new owners.”

Yaroslava Surmach Mills’ works have 
been exhibited in numerous solo and group 
shows. Annual displays of her Easter and 
other holiday glass paintings have become 
de rigueur at The Ukrainian Museum. In 
addition, Yaroslava’s artworks are found 
throughout the world in museum and pri-
vate collections, including those of promi-
nent individuals such as the opera star 
Beverly Sills. As well, her artworks are 
prized by members of the Ukrainian 
American community.

The Ukrainian Museum has planned a 
slate of programs in conjunction with the 
exhibition “Yaroslava Surmach Mills: 
Retrospective,” including family activities, 
an adult glass painting workshop, gallery 
tours and films. In addition, the museum 
has produced a high-quality poster for the 
exhibition, and the book “The Mitten,” illus-
trated by Yaroslava, is sold in the gift shop. 
See the Museum’s website for more infor-
mation: www.ukrainianmuseum.org.

The Ukrainian Museum is located at 222 
E. Sixth St. (between Second Avenue and 
the Bowery); telephone, 212-228-0110; 
e-mail, info@ukrainianmuseum.org.

(Continued from page 16)

First retrospective...



No. 11THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY      SUNDAY, MARCH 18, 201818

for citizens of Russia (Rossiyane) and eth-
nic Russians (Russkiye), though the latter – 
which was used by Mr. Putin in the inter-
view, according to the Kremlin transcript – 
sometimes has a broader connotation. In 
English, the single word “Russian” can 
describe a Russian citizen, an ethnic 
Russian, or both. ADL CEO Jonathan A. 
Greenblatt said in a statement that 
“President Putin bizarrely has resorted to 
the blame game by pointing the finger at 
Jews and other minorities in his country.” 
Mr. Greenblatt also said it was “deeply dis-
turbing to see the Russian president giving 
new life to classic anti-Semitic stereotypes 
that have plagued his country for hundreds 
of years.” Mr. Putin’s comment also caught 
the attention of the American Jewish 
Committee, which said it was “eerily remi-
niscent of the Protocols of the Elders of 
Zion” – a forged tsarist-era, anti-Semitic 
pamphlet that purported to describe plans 
for Jewish domination of Europe. 
Meanwhile, U.S. Sen. Richard Blumenthal 
(D-Conn.) called on world leaders to 
denounce “soundly and promptly” what he 
called Mr. Putin’s “repulsive” remarks. Since 
the U.S. intelligence community concluded 
in January 2017 that Russia engaged in a 
wide-ranging hacking and propaganda 
campaign to sway the presidential election, 

there has been mounting evidence pointing 
to an organized state effort. Russia denies 
the charges. In February, U.S. Special 
Counsel Robert Mueller indicted 13 
Russians and three Russian companies for 
allegedly meddling in the vote, charging 
them with conspiracy to defraud the United 
States. (RFE/RL)

Putin’s pre-election visit to Crimea 

President Vladimir Putin arrived in 
Crimea on March 14, four days ahead of 
Russia’s presidential election, and was 
expected to attend public events to mark 
the anniversary of the March 16, 2014, ref-
erendum in the peninsula used by Moscow 
to justify the annexation of the region from 
Ukraine. Before arriving in Crimea, Mr. 
Putin visited the construction site of a 
bridge that is expected to link the annexed 
peninsula with Russian territories across 
the Kerch Strait. The construction of the 
bridge started in 2016. Kremlin spokesman 
Dmitry Peskov said earlier that Mr. Putin’s 
trip to Crimea would be his last major cam-
paign event before the March 18 vote. In 
reaction to Mr. Putin’s visit, Ukrainian 
President Petro Poroshenko said the move 
was “an extremely dangerous provocation” 
and called on the European Union to 
impose sanctions against “those who orga-
nized Russian presidential elections events 
on a Ukrainian territory.” Mr. Putin’s gov-
ernment moved swiftly to seize control of 
Crimea in March 2014 after Moscow-

backed Ukrainian President Viktor 
Yanukovych fled the country following 
months of street demonstrations by pro-
Western Ukrainians. Russia sent troops 
without insignia to Crimea and orchestrat-
ed the takeover of government bodies, 
before holding the referendum on March 
16, 2014. In March last year, Russian law-
makers moved the date of the presidential 
election from March 11 to March 18 – the 
fourth anniversary of what Moscow 
describes as the formal accession of Crimea 
into the Russian Federation. Eight candi-
dates are on the ballot in the presidential 
vote. But Mr. Putin – who has been presi-
dent or prime minister of Russia since 
1999 – appears certain to win another six-
year term as president. (RFE/RL, based on 
reporting by Interfax, TASS and UNIAN)

EU extends sanctions against Russians 

The European Union on March 12 offi-
cially prolonged its asset freezes and visa 
bans against 150 Russian officials and 
Russia-backed Ukrainian separatists. The 
six-month extension also continues sanc-
tions against 38 entities. The sanctions 
were first imposed by the EU against peo-
ple involved in the violation of Ukraine’s 

territorial integrity in 2014 when Russia 
occupied and illegally annexed Ukraine’s 
Crimea region. The sanctions have been 
extended every six months since then. 
Those on the sanctions list include Russian 
Ambassador to the United States Anatoly 
Antonov, Deputy Prime Minister Dmitry 
Rogozin, Armed Forces General Staff chief 
Valery Gerasimov, and state TV presenter 
Dmitry Kiselyov. The entity list is dominat-
ed by Russia-backed battalions operating in 
eastern Ukraine and Crimea, as well as 
companies from Crimea. EU economic 
sanctions against Russia, which mainly 
apply to the country’s energy and banking 
sector, are up for renewal in July. But a deci-
sion on those sanctions is expected to be 
reached in late June at a meeting of EU 
leaders. The EU also is expected to revisit 
the bloc’s ban against investments in 
Russia-occupied Crimea. (RFE/RL)

EC offers new macro-financial assistance

The European Union reported on March 
9 that the European Commission has 
adopted a proposal for a new Macro-
Financial Assistance (MFA) program for 

(Continued on page 19)
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plishments to the Advisory Council mem-
bers. The fact that Dr. Smagliy was denied 
this opportunity testifies to Mr. Rojansky’s 
increasing tendency to make non-transpar-
ent decisions, obstruct democratic dialogue 
and silence his ideological opponents. Such 
behavior does not align with the Western 
tradition of openness and democratic 
scholarly debate.

The Kennan Institute’s growing pro-
Kremlin policies threaten to turn the 
Wilson Center into an unwitting tool of 
Russia’s political interference. We noted 
numerous episodes of the Kennan 
Institute’s involvement with Kremlin asso-
ciates, as exemplified by its special awards 
to a Russian businessman, Petr Aven, 
whose name is on the “Kremlin” sanctions 
list, and to Susan Carmel Lehrman, previ-
ously personally awarded by President 
Putin with an “Order of Friendship.” We 
were appalled by the fact that the founder 
of “Russia Today” TV channel Mikhail Lesin 
– the mastermind behind Russia’s major 
vehicle of disinformation campaign during 
the 2016 U.S. presidential elections – was 
on the Kennan Institute’s guest list for the 
Aven-Lehrman gala.

Today, at the time when the U.S. govern-
ment tightens its grip on Putin’s associates, 
the Kennan Institute offers them a rather 
warm welcome. Mr. Rojansky actively pro-
motes the idea of the U.S.-Russia dialogue 
at the Dartmouth Conference. This plat-
form, which was long dead after the end of 
the Cold War, was suddenly revived by the 
Russian foreign minister, Sergei Lavrov, sev-
eral months after Russia’s illegal annexa-
tion of Crimea and its war in Donbas. Mr. 
Rojansky serves as conference’s executive 
secretary on the American side, but his 
Russian vis-à-vis – Yuri Shafranik and Gissa 
Guchetl – lead the Russian Union of Oil and 
Gas Producers.

We were particularly disappointed by 
the Kennan Institute’s logo on the “For 
Unity!” concert on November 13, 2017, as it 
featured two Russian artists who support-
ed Vladimir Putin’s annexation of Crimea. 
In our October 31, 2017, letter to Mr. 
Rojansky, signed by 36 members of our 
network, we warned that such an inconsid-
erate move would strongly damage the 
Kennan Institute’s reputation and make it 
no friends among Ukrainians.

We noted that the Kennan Institute’s 

leadership started sidelining Dr. Smagliy 
and prohibiting the Kyiv Office from imple-
menting research projects with interna-
tional partners immediately after our pro-
test against the “For Unity!” concert. The 
Kennan institute denied Dr. Smagliy the 
opportunity to organize the international 
conference on the legacy of communism 
and Soviet occupation, and attempted to 
prevent her from participating in the 
February 14, 2018 presentation of “Boris 
Nemtsov and Russian Politics” book in 
Washington, D.C. The fact she was dis-
missed the day after the event testifies that 
this decision may be politically motivated.

We feel deeply sorry to lose Dr. Smagliy 
as a leader of the Kennan Institute’s pro-
grams in Ukraine, because she had always 
demonstrated professionalism, enthusiasm 
and devotion to her work. The entire 
Kennan Kyiv office team decided to step 
down in protest of this unjust decision. At 
the same time we are surprised by the 
appointment of Dr. Mikhail Minakov, who is 
known for his biased analysis of Ukraine’s 
post-Euro-Maidan developments. In our 
view, he is not in a position to serve as an 
independent and academically balanced 
editor of “Focus Ukraine” or Kennan 
Institute’s principal investigator on Ukraine.

We appreciate the long-term support 
provided by the Kennan Institute to 
Ukrainian scholars, which allowed us to 
deepen cooperation and understanding 
between Ukraine and the United States. 
However, our deep disappointment and 
disagreement with the recent policies and 
decisions taken by the current Kennan 
Institute leadership prompt us to request 
you disassociate our program from Mr. 
Rojansky’s supervision and transfer it 
under the auspices of the Global Europe 
Program.

Under the current circumstances we 
consider this open letter to be a necessary 
step to save the reputation of the Kennan 
Institute and the Woodrow Wilson Center.

Respectfully,
Antonina Kolodii, chair, Ukrainian 

Association of Kennan Institute alumni;
Olexiy Haran, former member of the 

Kennan Institute Advisory Council;
Natalia Moussienko, former member 

of the Kennan Institute Advisory Council;
Viktor Stepanenko, former member of 

the Kennan Institute Advisory Council;
Serhiy Kvit, Minister of Education and 

Science of Ukraine (2014-2016);
and 29 additional signatories.

(Continued from page 7)
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Ukraine worth up to 1 billion euros to sup-
port economic stabilization and structural 
reforms. “Today’s proposal follows a 
request from the Ukrainian authorities and 
direct discussions between Commission 
President Jean-Claude Juncker and 
Ukraine’s President Petro Poroshenko. The 
new program seeks to build on the prog-
ress made in supporting economic stabili-
zation and structural reforms under the 
three previous MFA operations. The EU has 
so far pledged 12.8 billion euros to support 
the reform process in Ukraine, including 
2.8 billion euros through three MFA pro-
grams, since the onset of the crisis in 2014,” 
an EU release noted. European Commission 
Vice-President Valdis Dombrovskis, who is 
responsible for the Euro and Social 
Dialogue, said: “Today’s proposal on the 
fourth Macro-Financial Assistance program 
of 1 billion euros shows the EU’s commit-
ment to stand with the people of Ukraine. 
This solidarity must go hand-in-hand with 
a continued commitment from the 
Ukrainian authorities to an ambitious 
reform agenda to ensure a stable and pros-
perous Ukraine. We are counting on the 
European Parliament and Member States 
for their support for this important pro-
gram.” The EU explained that all disburse-
ments under the proposed program would 
be conditional on the implementation of 
reform measures designed to address vul-
nerabilities identified in the Ukrainian 

economy. “Established in a Memorandum 
of Understanding, they would take into 
account measures that remain outstanding 
from the previous MFA program and 
include steps to intensify the fight against 
corruption,” the EU said. (Ukrainian 
Canadian Congress Daily Briefing)

Justice Ministry seizing Gazprom assets 

Ukraine Business Journal reported that 
the Justice Ministry of Ukraine is seizing 
Gazprom assets in Ukraine, following the 
Russian gas company’s refusal to pay 
Naftogaz $2.6 billion, as ordered on 
February 28 by the Stockholm arbitration 
court. According to the Ukrinform news 
service, officers of the ministry’s State 
Execution Service have seized shares and 
other property from: Gaztransit, Gazprom-
zbut Ukraine, Institute Southerngiprogaz 
and the International Consortium for the 
Management and Development of the Gas 
Transit System of Ukraine. The Gaztransit 
shares are valued at $23 million. At the 
same time, the Foreign Affairs Ministry of 
Ukraine is asking all embassies to conduct 
inventories of attachable Gazprom proper-
ty. Justice Minister Pavlo Petrenko told the 
Cabinet that Ukraine has bilateral treaties 
with 27 countries that would allow seizure 
of Gazprom assets to pay the bill. He esti-
mated that the procedure could be com-
pleted by the end of this year. The minis-
tries are moving on the order of President 
Petro Poroshenko. On March he had tweet-
ed: “On my instructions, the team of law-
yers is already working on collecting the 
appropriate amounts, so if Gazprom does 

not pay compensation, we will arrest the 
property.” (Ukrainian Canadian Congress 
Daily Briefing)

One soldier killed, three wounded

Ukraine says one of its soldiers has been 
killed and three wounded in clashes in the 
country’s east. The Defense Ministry said 
on March 12 that Russia-backed separatists 
violated a frequently breached ceasefire 
several times during the previous 24 hours 
by firing machine guns. The separatists 
claimed Ukrainian government forces vio-
lated the ceasefire several times using mor-

tars and machine guns. Since April 2014, 
more than 10,300 people have been killed 
by fighting between Ukrainian government 
forces and Russia-backed separatists who 
control parts of the eastern regions of 
Donetsk and Luhansk. Ceasefire deals 
announced as part of the Minsk accords – 
September 2014 and February 2015 pacts 
aimed at resolving the conflict – have failed 
to hold. Kyiv said earlier a new ceasefire 
agreement that took effect on March 5 was 
violated by the separatists almost immedi-
ately. (RFE/RL, with reporting by Interfax 
and TASS)

(Continued from page 18)
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With deep sorrow we share 
with family and friends that

ANNA SLOBODIAN
née Lewocka

79, formerly of Kerhonkson, NY, 
beloved mother, grandmother and aunt,

 passed away on February 28, 2018 in Nyack, New York.

She was predeceased by her husband Daniel in 2005.

She leaves behind:

daughters:  - Roma Halatyn of Dobbs Ferry, NY
   - Olenka and her husband Daniel Castelli of 
      Portland, CT

granddaughters - Suzanna Halatyn and Zoe Halatyn 
      of Dobbs Ferry, NY

   - Kate Castelli of Cambridge, MA

nieces  - Chrystyna Lester and Anna Ronchini

Besides her husband, Anna was predeceased by her sister Halyna 
     Mytrofaniuk and her son-in-law Michael Halatyn.

Funeral services were held on Monday, March 5, 2018 at the Holy Trinity 
Ukrainian Catholic Church in Kerhonkson, NY, followed by interment at 
Pine Bush Cemetery, Kerhonkson, NY.

The family would like to thank the Sisters and sta�  at St. Joseph’s Adult 
Care Home in Sloatsburg, NY for the loving care and companionship they 
gave to Anna and extended to her entire family.

Those wishing to honor her memory are invited to make a donation to:

 St. Joseph’s Adult Care Home Building Fund
 P.O. Box 8
 Sloatsburg, NY 10974-0008

VICHNAYA PAMYAT

Mr. Petryk passed away Sunday, March 4, 2018, at the age of 94. 
He was a devoted member of the UNA and served as Secretary 

of UNA Branch 362 in Bristol, PA, for many years.
Fedir Petryk represented a truly great generation.  He, and others like him, 

lived through famines, strife, war and loss of family. They were transplanted 
from one country to the next in search of a safe harbor to raise their families.  
Each time there was a new language to learn, new customs and traditions. 
But, despite enduring prejudices, discrimination and hardships, they not 
only survived, they thrived. 

Instead of feeling bitterness because of their struggles, they were truly 
appreciative of the freedom and opportunities they had in America.   Hard-
working, they not only had time for their families, but willingly served their 
Church and community.    

The UNA was built on the shoulders of men like Fedir Petryk. We should 
take his life’s lessons of dedication, volunteerism and community and apply 
them to our own lives.  We have much to live up to. 

ВІЧНА ЙОМУ ПАМ‘ЯТЬ!

UNA Executive Committee

The Executive Committee 
of the Ukrainian National Association 

and the UNA General Assembly 
would like to extend our deepest condolences 

to UNA Advisor Luba Walczuk 
and her family on the passing of her father, 

Fedir Petryk

Ms. Mogherini mentioned sanctions 
announced on the day of her visit that were 
extended for another six months for 
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. More than 150 
individuals and 38 entities had restrictive 
measures extended “over actions under-
mining the territorial integrity, sovereignty 
and independence of Ukraine,” an EU 
Council news release stated. 

She added that on March 9 the European 
Commission proposed a fourth macro-finan-
cial assistance program for Ukraine worth 1 
billion euros if Kyiv meets certain commit-
ments. Namely, the EU expects Kyiv to imple-
ment an automated verification system of 
electronic asset declarations, to verify data 
on beneficiary owners of companies, and for 
Parliament to lift a ban on timber exports. 

The loan package is subject to approval 
by the European Parliament and the EU 
Council. 

The loan was smaller than previous ones. 
Kyiv managed to get only 1.2 billion euros of 
the 1.6 billion euros that was approved in 
the last program because it failed to meet 
EU requirements. Kyiv had met 18 of 21 pol-
icy commitments, Kyiv-based Concorde 
Capital stated in a note to investors. 

Additionally, the EU granted 24 million 
euros two weeks ago for humanitarian aid 
designated for people affected by the 
Donbas war, the EU’s envoy said, bringing 
total humanitarian assistance since 2014 to 
700 million euros. 

Separately, the European Investment 
Bank recently gave Ukraine a grant of over 
10 million euros to improve energy efficien-
cy at state universities in Chernihiv, Kharkiv, 
Kyiv, Lviv, Poltava, Sumy and Vinnytsia, 
Ukraine Business Journal reported. 

On his part, Mr. Poroshenko called on 
the EU to recognize Russia as the aggressor 
in the Donbas war that is entering its fifth 
year and which has killed over 10,000 peo-
ple and displaced 1.5 million citizens. 

“I’m sure that over four years of Russian 
aggression against Ukraine, it’s time for the 
European Union to call the aggressor an 
aggressor and a party to the conflict,” the 
president said.

He also stressed that Ukraine should be 
allowed to purchase weapons from EU 
member states in accordance with national 
and international law, the Ukrinform news 
agency reported. 

Concluding, Ms. Mogherini said the EU 
hasn’t grown tired of Ukraine despite a lack-
luster economy and war raging in the east. 

“This is why there is no fatigue on our 
side, because we see the aspirations, the 
desire, the willingness and some first 
results coming, and we see this as an 
investment in our common European con-
tinent,” she said. 

Mr. Poroshenko praised the EU’s support: 
“This is in relation to how high Ukraine 
remains among the priorities of the 
European Union. We are very glad that such… 
solidarity with Ukraine exists… This is also 
about the security of the European Union.”

The strong remarks by the EU envoy 
were a healthy respite from January, when 
a white paper was published by the 
European Parliament outlining the political 
union’s 10 priorities for this year. 

Titled, “The Juncker Commission’s Ten 
Priorities,” after former European 
Commission President Jean-Claude Juncker, 
it didn’t mention the Russian-Ukrainian 
war or the failed peace process. On her per-
sonal website, Ms. Mogherini also didn’t 
specifically mention Ukraine or the Donbas 
war in a January 1 post called, “Twelve 
Things to Bring with Us in 2018.”

(Continued from page 1)
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DEATH ANNOUNCEMENTS
Death announcements should be sent to the Advertising Department by 
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For further information call 973-292-9800, ext. 3040.
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Organization for Defense of Lemkivshchyna ratifies Yurij Kowalczyk Memorial Fund
by Diana Howansky Reilly

CLIFTON, N.J. – On January 29, the Yurij 
Kowalczyk Memorial Fund was formally 
ratified by the National Board of the 
Organization for  the Defense of 
Lemkivshchyna (OOL). The fund was made 
possible by a generous combined donation 
of $30,000 from Mr. Kowalczyk’s daughters, 
Irene Kowalczyk Hryhorowych and Marta 
Kowalczyk Reuter.

Yurij (George) Kowalczyk, born in 
Krakow, Poland, passed away on Thursday, 
August 31, 2017, at his residence in Falls 
Church, Va. He was 91 years old. He is sur-
vived by daughter Marta Reuter and two 
grandchildren, Nicholas and Melanie 
Reuter, of Falls Church, as well as by daugh-
ter Irene Hryhorowych and three grand-
children, Tatiana, Alexander and Natalia 
Hryhorowych of New York City. He was pre-
deceased by his wife, Mina Canziani 
Kowalczykc in December 2013, by his son 
Andrew Thomas Kowalczyk in January 
2012 and by his brother Tymoteusz 
Kowalczyk of Krakow, in 2001.

Mr. Kowalczyk was very active in the 

Organization for  the Defense of 
Lemkivshchyna and held various positions, 
including national director for welfare proj-
ects, collecting tens of thousands of dollars 
for charitable projects and earning legend-
ary status for his efforts. He focused his 
energies on returning ownership of 
Ukrainian churches that were confiscated 
in Lemkivshchyna by the Polish authorities 
40 years earlier. He also spearheaded many 
projects through OOL to rebuild village 
churches destroyed during Akcja Wisła, 
such as in the vil lage Hladyshiv 
(Gładyszów). His crowning achievement 
through OOL was the return of St. Norbert’s 
Cathedral to the Ukrainian Catholic com-
munity in Krakow.

Saying a few words at OOL’s board meet-
ing, Ms. Hryhorowych stated the family’s 
intention to memorialize her father’s work 
and to enable its continuation. She asked 
that the money be used to create a restrict-
ed-use fund for “charitable donations to 
Lemkos in Poland or Ukraine, who are 
working to preserve and promote Lemko 
culture through activities such as church 
restoration, cemetery restoration, educa-
tional program, cultural ensembles and 
performances.” 

Each of the board members in atten-
dance also shared their personal histories 
and fond memories of Mr. Kowalczyk. 

OOL President Mark Howansky thanked 
Ms. Hryhorowych for her family’s generous 
donation and promised that the fund would 
be put to good use, saying: “The Yurij 
Kowalczyk Memorial fund will enable OOL 
to expand its charitable work and serve as 
a fitting legacy to him.”

The Yurij Kowalczyk Memorial is also 
open to further donations, which can be 
arranged by contacting the OOL National 
Board president, Mr. Howansky at presi-
dent@lemko-ool.com or 917-678-4168. 
For more information about OOL, readers 
may visit www.lemko-ool.com.

Irene Kowalczyk Hryhorowych presents her family’s donation to Mark Howansky, 
president of the Organization for the Defense of Lemkivshchyna. The Yurij 
Kowalczyk Memorial Fund was officially ratified during a board meeting of the 

Organization for the Defense of Lemkivshchyna.

Lena Howansky

ПЛЕМ’Я ПЛАСТУНОК  „ПЕРШІ СТЕЖІ“
влаштовує

„ДЕННИЙ ТАБІР ПТАШАТ ПРИ ПЛАСТІ“
     для дітей від 4 до 6 років, які володіють 

(розуміють і розмовляють) українською мовою

• Дитина мусить мати закінчених 4 роки життя до 31 серпня 2018 р. Вийнятків немає. 
• Дитина мусить мати усі приписані щеплення.
• Дитина, яка склала Заяву Вступу до новацтва, не може брати участи в таборaх для Пташат.

 Табір відбудеться на Союзівці  у двох групах:
• від неділі 24 червня до суботи 30 червня 2018 р.
• від неділі 1 липня до суботи 7 липня 2018 р.

У справі кімнат просимо порозуміватися прямо з Адміністрацією Союзівки:
SOYUZIVKA, P. O. Box 529, 216 Foordmore Road, Kerhonkson, NY 12446

                         (845) 626-5641;  www. Soyuzivka.com;  Fax: 845-626-4638

• Tаборова оплата: $150.00 ($20.00 незворотні); оплата за два тижні 290.00 дол.
• Зголошення і таборову оплату (чек виписаний на Plast – Pershi Stezhi) надсилати до: 

 Mrs. Oresta Fedyniak, 2626 W. Walton Ave., Chicago, IL 60622
                       Tel.: 773 486-0394 (від 8:00 до 10:00 ранку)

• Реченець зголошень: 30 травня 2018 р.  • Після реченця не приймаємо зголошень.
• Лікарську посвідку НЕ пересилати з анкетою зголошення. Просимо передати при       
   реєстрації.

КАРТА ЗГОЛОШЕННЯ НА ТАБІР ПТАШАТ-2018
Ім’я і прізвище дитини ....................................................................................................................

                        по-українськи і по-англійськи

Дата народження ...............................................................................................................................
Адреса ....................................................................................................................................................
Телефон .................................................... E-mail ..............................................................................

Просимо залучити посвідку дати народження дитини, яку вписуєтe на табір перший раз
     ☐ від 24 червня до 30 червня 2018 р.  ☐ від 1 липня до 7 липня 2018 р.
     Величина таборової сорочинки дитини: ☐ 6-8,  ☐10-12,    ☐14-16.
     ☐ Залучую чек на суму $..............           ☐ Резервую кімнату на Союзівці

................................................................................................................................................................
ім’я і прізвище матері (подати дівоче прізвище)

Завваги ................................................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................................................
 ...............................................................................................................Підпис батька або матері

Explore the archives of  
The Ukrainian Weekly and 

Svoboda online:

www.ukrweekly.com

www.svoboda-news.com

Our online archives are  
made possible by our  
generous sponsors:

Self Reliance New York  
Federal Credit Union

Shevchenko Scientific  
Society U.S.A.

Selfreliance  
Ukrainian American Federal 

Credit Union

Anonymous donor

SUMA (Yonkers)  
Federal Credit Union

Heritage Foundation  
of 1st Security Federal  

Savings Bank

Bahriany Foundation

and others



21THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY      SUNDAY, MARCH 18, 2018No. 11



No. 11THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY      SUNDAY, MARCH 18, 201822

Now available on AMAZON.COM!

Get your copy today

REVOLUTION

THE 
STORY OF A 



23THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY      SUNDAY, MARCH 18, 2018No. 11

March 18, 24, 25 Ukrainian pysanka decorating courses, with instruction 
New York by Anna Gbur, Lesia Lebed, Emily Robbins and Tania
 Snihur, The Ukrainian Museum, 212-228-0110 or
 www.ukrainianmuseum.org

March 18 Presentation by Dr. Petrusia G. Kotlar, “Wellness and 
Bridgeport, CT Nutrition as a Means to Healthy Longevity,” Ukrainian
 National Association, Holy Protection of Blessed Virgin
 Mary Ukrainian Catholic Church, info@prokrovact.com 
 or 203-384-9790 

March 18 35th annual pysanka workshop and Easter Bazaar and 
Washington buffet, Ukrainian Catholic National Shrine, 
 www.ucns-holyfamily.org or 202-526-3737

March 19 Presentation by Polina Barskova “Ukrainian Poetry in 
Cambridge, MA Time of Crisis,” Harvard University, 
 www.huri.harvard.edu

March 20 Discussion about Ukraine, with Vakhtang Kipiani and 
New York Kateryna Lisunova, Razom for Ukraine, Shevchenko 
 Scientific Society, 212-254-5130 

March 22 Presentation by Markian Dobczansky, “Cold War 
New York Shevchenko, or How the Superpowers Built Statues to 
 the Same Poet,” Columbia University, 212-854-4697 or
 http:/harriman.columbia.edu

March 22 Film screening, “Recovery Room” by Adriana Luhovy,
Toronto BCU Foundation, Old Mill, rvsp@bcufoundation.com or
 416-763-3388 or www.recoveryroomthemovie.com

March 23 Presentation by Vakhtang Kipiani, “Looking For 
North Port, FL Historical Truth,” St. Andrew Religious and Cultural 
 Center (Oseredok), virabodnaruk@comcast.net

March 23 Spring Bazaar and Easter Bake Sale, Ukrainian National 
Parma, OH Women’s League of America (Branch 12), St. Josaphat
 Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral Astrodome, 440-887-1201

March 23-25 Spring Fling Retreat for Body and Mind, Soyuzivka 
Kerhonkson, NY Heritage Center, www.soyuzivka.com

March 23 through Art exhibit, “Silence,” featuring works by Oleksiy 
April 22 Lytvynenko, Ukrainian Institute of America,
New York 212-288-8660 or www.ukrainianinstitute.org

March 24 Book launch, “Ukraine’s Quest for Identity: Embracing 
New York Cultural Hybridity in Literary Imagination, 1991-2011,”
 by Maria G. Rewakowicz, Shevchenko Scientific Society,
 212-254-5130

March 24 Pysanka demonstration by Anna Gbur and Olia Rudyk, 
New York and film screening of Slavko Nowytski’s “Pysanka,”
 The Ukrainian Museum, www.ukrainianmusuem.com
 or  212-228-0110 

March 24 Lenten Retreat, Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the 
Bethlehem, PA  U.S.A., St. Francis Center for Renewal, 610-892-7315 or
 nsufler@aol.com

March 24 Easter Bazaar, Ukrainian Catholic Women’s League of
Ottawa Canada, St. John the Baptist Ukrainian Catholic Shrine, 
 ucwlcottawa@gmail.com

March 24 Pysanka Workshop, St. Michael Ukrainian Orthodox 
San Francisco Church, www.facebook.com/events/244011026140370

March 24 Pysanka demonstration with Olga Kobryn and film 
Old Bridge, NJ screening of “Pysanka” by Slavko Nowytski, Ukrainian
 National Women’s League of America (branch 98), Old
 Bridge Library, unwla98@gmail.com

March 25 Concert with cellist Natalia Khoma and pianist 
Alexandria, VA Volodymyr Vynnytsky, The Washington Group Cultural 
 Fund, The Lyceum, twgculturalfund@gmail.com

March 25 Ukrainian Spring Bazaar, Assumption of the Blessed 
Ottawa Virgin Mary Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral, 
 613-830-1472

Entries in “Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to events 
advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome submissions 
from all our readers. Items will be published at the discretion of the editors 
and as space allows. Please send e-mail to mdubas@ukrweekly.com.

ister, Mr. Putin reportedly declared at a 
NATO-Russia summit in 2008 that if 
Ukraine joined NATO, Russia could annex 
the Ukrainian East and Crimea.

In an interview with the BBC in 
November 2014, Mr. Peskov demanded a 
“100 percent guarantee nobody would think 
about Ukraine joining NATO” – an appeal 
that was rejected two days later by NATO 

Secretary General Stoltenberg, who said that 
would violate Ukraine’s sovereignty.

What Ukraine can offer NATO

According to the Institute of World 
Policy, a Ukrainian think tank, Ukraine’s 
added value for the Euro-Atlantic security 
network consists of its experience in hybrid 
warfare, counter-propaganda, rapid mili-
tary modernization and the impact of civil 
resilience, intelligence on the eastern bor-
der and the Black Sea region, and energy 
security resources.

(Continued from page 3)

NATO...

Union; analyst at Window on Eurasia
Dennis Hertel, Member of Congress 

(1981-1993)
Donald Jensen, Center for European 

Policy Analysis
Adrian Karmazyn, former Ukrainian 

Service Chief, Voice of America

Jonathan Katz, former Deputy Assistant 
Administrator, Europe and Eurasia Bureau, 
USAID

David J. Kramer, former Assistant 
Secretary of State for Democracy, Human 
Rights and Labor

Alex Kuzma,  Ukrainian Catholic 
Education Foundation

Nadia K. McConnell, President, U.S.-
Ukraine Foundation

Robert A. McConnell, McConnell and 
Associates

Ambassador William Miller, former 
U.S. Ambassador to Ukraine

Jim Moran, Member of Congress (1991-
2015)

Ambassador Richard Morningstar, 
Chairman, Global Energy Center, Atlantic 
Council; former U.S. Ambassador to the 
European Union

Ambassador Steven Pifer, former U.S. 
Ambassador to Ukraine

Herman Pirchner,  President , 
American Foreign Policy Council

Ambassador Roman Popadiuk, for-
mer U.S. Ambassador to Ukraine

Tanya Shea,  People of Ukraine 
Foundation

Ambassador Keith Smith, former U.S. 
Ambassador to Lithuania

Ambassador William Taylor, former 
U.S. Ambassador to Ukraine

Ambassador Alexander Vershbow, 
Distinguished Fellow, Atlantic Council; for-
mer NATO Deputy Secretary General and 
U.S. Ambassador to Russia, NATO and 
South Korea

Morgan Williams

* These recommendations do not neces-
sarily reflect the views of all organizations 
represented herein or other members of the 
Friends of Ukraine Network.

(Continued from page 7)

An appeal...
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PREVIEW OF EVENTS
Saturday, March 24
NEW YORK: The Shevchenko Scientific Society invites all to a book launch of 
“Ukraine’s Quest for Identity: Embracing Cultural Hybridity in Literary 
Imagination, 1991-2011” (2018), by Maria G. Rewako wicz. Dr. Rewakowicz 
teaches Ukrainian literature at Rutgers University – New Brunswick. The 
event will take place at the society’s building, 63 Fourth Ave. (between Ninth 
and 10th streets) at 5 p.m. For additional information call 212-254-5130.
Sunday, March 25
Alexandria, Va.: The Washington Group Cultural Fund presents cellist 
Natalia Khoma and pianist Volodymyr Vynnytsky at The Lyceum, 201 S. 
Washington St, Alexandria, VA 22314, at 3 p.m., in a recital featuring works 
by Bach, Chopin, Debussy, Rachmaninoff and Vynnytsky. Ms. Khoma, a lau-
reate of the Tchaikovsky Competition, has been praised for her dazzling 
technique, Slavic Zen, and full warm cello tone. Mr. Vynnytsky, a laureate of 
the Marguerite Long-Jacques Thibaud Piano Competition, has been called a 
superb pianist with deep musical understanding. Suggested donation: $20; 
free for students; unreserved seating. A reception will follow. For more 
information e-mail twgculturalfund@gmail.com.

PREVIEW OF EVENTS GUIDELINES
Preview of Events is a listing of Ukrainian community events open to the 
public. It is a service provided at minimal cost ($20 per listing) by The 
Ukrainian Weekly to the Ukrainian community. 

To have an event listed in Preview of Events please send information, in 
English, written in Preview format, i.e., in a brief paragraph that includes 
the date, place, type of event, sponsor, admission, full names of persons 
and/or organizations involved, and a phone number and/or e-mail 
address to be published for readers who may require additional informa-
tion. Items must be no more than 100 words long. 

Preview items must be received no later than one week before the 
desired date of publication (i.e., they must be received by 9 am Monday 
morning). Please include payment for each time the item is to appear and 
indicate date(s) of issue(s) in which the item is to be published. Also, 
senders are asked to include the phone number of a person who may be 
contacted by The Weekly during daytime hours, as well as their complete 
mailing address. 

Information should be sent to preview@ukrweekly.com. When e-mail-
ing, please do not send items as attachments – simply type the text into 
the body of the e-mail message. Preview items and payments may be 
mailed to: Preview of Events, The Ukrainian Weekly, 2200 Route 10, P.O. 
Box 280, Parsippany, NJ 07054.

Check out 

and its online edition at

and subscribe 
for only $40 
a year!

The Ukrainian Weekly, 
founded in 1933, is published by 

the Ukrainian National Association.
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