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by Mark Raczkiewycz

KYIV – Nadiya Savchenko once embod-
ied Ukraine’s courageous defiance before 
Russia – a far superior foe that historically 
has tried to subjugate the Ukrainian nation 
and eliminate any notion of statehood and 
cultural identity. 

As a prisoner in the Moscow-instigated 
Donbas war at its outset in 2014, Ms. 
Savchenko went on hunger strikes and 
endured 709 days of brutal Russian captivi-
ty that never broke her indestructible spirit.

While incarcerated extra-judiciously, she 
was heralded for her bravery, often wear-
ing a T-shirt in Russian courts with 
Ukraine’s trident emblazoned on it. She got 
elected in absentia to the Verkhovna Rada 
and was given two state awards, including 
the highest honor – the Hero of Ukraine 
Gold Star – by President Petro Poroshenko.

“I apologize for still being alive,” 
Ukraine’s first woman military pilot told 
journalists on May 25, 2016, in Kyiv upon 

Hero of Ukraine Nadiya Savchenko 
arrested on coup, terrorism charges

First of 2018 Ukrainian Days 
advocacy events held in D.C.

(Continued on page 7)

UNIS

WASHINGTON – Since President Donald 
Trump signed into law the Countering 
America’s Adversaries Through Sanctions 
Acts (CAATSA) in August 2017, the 
Ukrainian Congress Committee of America 
(UCCA) and its Washington public affairs 
bureau, the Ukrainian National Information 
Service (UNIS), have been monitoring the 
implementation of the law. Within a frame-
work of advocacy programs in 2017 to pro-
mote passage of the CAATSA bill that would 
sanction Russia for its invasion of Ukraine 
and interference in the U.S. elections, UNIS 
organized the first in what will most likely 
become a series of Ukrainian Days advoca-
cy events on Capitol Hill on Tuesday and 
Wednesday, March 6-7. 

The intent of Ukrainian Days is to promote 
the Ukrainian community’s contacts with its 
elected representatives in Washington. 
Nearly 50 community activists from through-
out the United States participated in the two-
day event, which began with a prayer service 
at the Holodomor Memorial in commemora-
tion of the 85th anniversary of the Famine-
Genocide. Ukrainian Days participants were 
joined by Bishop John Bura of the Ukrainian 
Catholic Church and the Rev. Robert 
Hitchens, pastor of Holy Family Ukrainian 

National Shrine in Washington, who offered a 
prayer for the repose of those who perished 
in the Holodomor. Ambassador Valeriy Chaly, 
Ukraine’s ambassador to the United States, 
and a delegation of Ukrainian members of 
Parliament (MP) also attended the ceremony. 

In a symbolic gesture, representatives 
from Ukraine and communities throughout 
the United States placed sheaves of wheat at 
the Holodomor Memorial to recall the mil-
lions of lives lost in Ukraine in 1932-1933.

Following the ceremony, Ukrainian Days 
participants had the opportunity to attend a 
discussion at the Atlantic Council. The topic 
was the upcoming Russian elections, its 
effects on the Russian economy and subse-
quent pressures on countries in the region. 

On Tuesday evening a reception at the 
Embassy of Ukraine was hosted by 
Ambassador Valeriy Chaly, who warmly 
welcomed the Ukrainian American com-
munity representatives and urged them to 
continue their advocacy of greater U.S.-
Ukraine relations. Remarks and presenta-
tions were made by Andrew Futey, UCCA 
president, Michael Sawkiw, Jr., UNIS direc-
tor, and several visiting MPs. Ambassador 
Chaly recognized several distinguished 
members of the Ukrainian community with 
certificates for their contribution to 
strengthening the community. 

During the reception, the Friend of UNIS 
Award was presented to the Joint Baltic 
American National Committee (JBANC) for 

Ukrainian American community promotes 
implementation of Russia sanctions

(Continued on page 5)

National Deputy Nadiya Savchenko in the Verkhovna Rada on March 22, before the 
Parliament voted to strip her of a national deputy’s immunity from prosecution and 

to authorize her arrest on charges of planning a coup and a terrorist attack.

UNIAN/Vyacheslav Ratynskiy

Canada provides $1.45 M in funding for Holodomor awareness project
UCC

TORONTO – The Ukrainian Canadian 
community welcomed the announcement 
by Minister of Canadian Heritage Mélanie 
Joly of a three-year grant valued at $1.45 
million to support the Holodomor National 
Awareness Tour and the Holodomor 
Mobile Classroom (HMC). 

The funding announcement was made 
on February 22 in Toronto by Member of 
Parliament Arif Virani (Parkdale-High 
Park), parliamentary secretary for multi-
culturalism to the minister of Canadian 
heritage. 

The HMC is a state-of-the-art interactive 
audio-visual learning center geared to high 
schools, universities and the public. The tour 
and the HMC educate Canadian students, 
community leaders and the public about the 
events of the horrific Holodomor, the 
Famine-Genocide of 1932-1933 in Ukraine, 
and its relevance to the world today. 

Since its launch in 2015, the HMC has 
toured Canada from coast to coast. Over 

25,000 people – including more than 
18,000 students and educators – have visit-
ed the HMC, learning about the values of 
multiculturalism, diversity, human rights 
and respect for human dignity. 

The Holodomor National Awareness 
Tour is a joint project of four organizations: 
the Canada Ukraine Foundation (CUF, the 
lead on the project), the Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress (UCC), the Ukrainian Canadian 
Research and Documentation Center 
(UCRDC) and the Holodomor Research and 
Educational Consortium (HREC). 

“This project was originally conceived to 
build bridges among communities to pro-
mote intercultural understanding, toler-
ance, awareness and a deeper respect for 
the democratic values that we Canadians 
hold so dear,” said Bob Onyschuk, past 
chair of CUF, who is the project lead. “We 
have done just that, and are delighted that 
the Government of Canada has honored the 
success of this project by agreeing to renew 

At the press conference announcing a Canadian government grant for a Holodomor 
awareness project (from left) are: Member of Parliament Borys Wrzesnewskyj; Roma 
Dzerowicz, executive director, Holodomor National Awareness Tour; MP Arif Virani, 
parliamentary secretary for multiculturalism to Minister of Canadian Heritage 
Mélanie Joly; Bohdan Onyschuk, chair, Holodomor National Awareness Tour 

Committee; and MP James Maloney.

National Holodomor Awareness Tour

(Continued on page 13)
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UCCA welcomes sanctions on Russia

The Ukrainian Congress Committee of 
America (UCCA), the largest grassroots rep-
resentation of Americans of Ukrainian 
descent, welcomed the news that the 
Trump administration has imposed addi-
tional financial sanctions against Russia, 
both for its meddling in the 2016 U.S. elec-
tions, as well as for a crippling cyberattack 
leveled against Ukraine and other countries. 
On March 15, sanctions against hackers and 
spy agencies were placed on five entities 
and 19 individuals whose cyberattacks have 
been characterized by U.S. government offi-
cials as the “most destructive and costly” in 
history. Although the administration missed 
the congressionally mandated deadline by 
some 90 days, the UCCA on March 16 wel-
comed the development of newly imposed 
sanctions against Russia, having repeatedly 
called on this administration to implement 
sanctions against Russia through the 
Countering America’s Adversaries Through 
Sanctions Act (CAATSA), passed by near 
unanimous vote in Congress last summer. 
The UCCA said it will continue to advocate 
for stronger – and sectoral – sanctions  
against the Russian Federation until it with-
draws all of its covert and overt forces and 
equipment from Ukraine and de-occupies 
the sovereign territory of Ukraine, including 
Crimea. (UCCA)

FIFA panicking over boycott calls 

FIFA, the international governing body 
of soccer, is deeply concerned over the 
growing calls to boycott the 2018 World 
Cup that is scheduled to be held in Russia 
on June 14-July 15. The organization for-
mally remains silent, but in private conver-
sations, some of its leaders acknowledge 
that the poisoning of Sergei Skripal and his 
daughter Yulia in Salisbury, England, has 
heightened tensions over the possible boy-
cott. Spain’s Diario AS noted: “FIFA is very 
worried. Moreover, they are panicking.” The 
daily sports newspaper added that FIFA 
President Gianni Infantino “is not oblivious 
to what’s been happening, although he 
doesn’t show it.” Furthermore, Diario AS 
reported, “Nothing indicates that the ten-
sions will subside. On the contrary, they 
aim to escalate, which puts the World Cup 

2018 at risk,” reads the report. There is 
even a risk of a total boycott of the World 
Cup, as several countries have threatened 
to withdraw. British Prime Minister Teresa 
May confirmed that she would cancel all 
bilateral meetings with Russia’s top offi-
cials, as well as visits by members of the 
U.K. government and the royal family to the 
World Cup. The Foreign Office has also 
issued an alert to British fans planning to 
travel to Russia for the World Cup about 
possible anti-British sentiments and 
harassment threat during the tournament. 
British media reported that high-ranking 
officials from Japan and Australia could join 
the U.K. in boycotting the World Cup if 
Russia’s involvement in the Skripal poison-
ing is proved. (UNIAN) 

Russia launches military exercises 

Russian armed forces have launched 
large-scale military exercises in southern 
parts of the country and in occupied Crimea 
and the breakaway Georgian regions of 
Abkhazia and South Ossetia. The exercises 
began on March 19, the day after Russia 
held its presidential election, which incum-
bent President Vladimir Putin won in a 
landslide. News agencies said around 8,000 
troops were taking part in the drills, along 
with multiple rocket launchers, artillery sys-
tems and other weaponry. Since seizing the 
Black Sea peninsula in March 2014, Russia 
has moved to bolster its military presence 
in Crimea and has held multiple joint exer-
cises with the Southern Military District. 
Russian forces also maintain a presence in 
Abkhazia and South Ossetia, two breakaway 
Georgian regions that Moscow recognized 
as independent countries after a five-day 
war against Tbilisi in 2008. (RFE/RL, with 
reporting by Interfax)

NATO says it will defend all allies 

NAT O  S e c r e t a r y - G e n e ra l  J e n s 
Stoltenberg says the West is not looking to 
start a new Cold War or an arms race with 
Russia, but he reiterated that the military 
alliance will defend “all allies against any 
threat.” As he presented NATO’s annual 
report on March 15, He noted: “We do not 

(Continued on page 12)

 ANALYSIS

by Paul Goble
Eurasia Daily Monitor

The Putin regime, which is generally 
given credit for coming up with the concept 
of “hybrid war” (“new-type warfare”) and 
deploying it against other countries, is now 
struggling with another task: figuring out 
how to defend the Russian Federation from 
“hybrid war” attacks. On the one hand, the 
debate about this subject is, in the first 
instance, about refining the original con-
cept of attacking others, so that Moscow 
would be able to overcome the defenses 
they may put up against hybrid war. But on 
the other, it is the recognition by the 
Kremlin that its approach may come back 
to haunt it, and that Moscow must be pre-
pared to counter hybrid war moves against 
Russia.

Discussions about both the offensive and 
defensive aspects of hybrid war have been 
a feature of Russian military thought since 
at least 2014. But if earlier Russian military 
theorists focused on the ways in which 
such tactics could be used offensively, they 
are increasingly devoting their attention to 
the defensive side of the equation. This is 
what Aleksandr Bartosh, a leading Russian 
military commentator, makes clear in an 
important new 3,700-word article in 
Novoye Noyennoye Obozreniye that is sig-
nificantly titled “Russia Cannot Avoid 
Hybrid Wars” (Novoye Noyennoye 
Obozreniye, March 9).

Mr. Bartosh cites with approval the con-
clusions of retired Col. Gen. Leonid Ivashov 
that Russian military thinking must make 
“a breakthrough” if it is to defend the coun-
try against hybrid wars. “We still do not 
have any clarity as to what a hybrid war is 
and naturally there is no theory on this. 
And we do not have a strategy of counter-
ing it and how we can defend ourselves in 
the information field, the educational field, 
the scientific field, the military field and so 
forth,” Mr. Ivashov says.

In his essay, the commentator attempts 
to describe the current state of play in 
Russian discussions about the nature of 
defending against hybrid war moves by the 
United States and other countries. He 
argues that hybrid war, precisely because it 
has no clear limits, requires a fundamental 
reorganization of the Russian armed ser-
vices and their involvement earlier and in 
more areas than they have ever been 
involved in the past. To the extent that hap-
pens, the most important consequence of 
the rise of hybrid wars around the world 
may very well be the militarization of secu-
rity thinking in the Russian Federation and 
perhaps other countries as well – some-
thing that would change the nature not 
only of their foreign policies, but also their 

domestic ones, while the distinction 
between the two would become almost 
meaningless.

“The term ‘hybrid war’ unites a broad 
range of actions that are carried out by 
one’s opponent via the combination of the 
application of regular and irregular forma-
tions, with the simultaneous involvement 
of civilian components,” Mr. Bartosh says. 
That represents a radical shift in the nature 
of the military’s task if it is to defend the 
country against attack. That is especially 
important, because, as Gen. Valery 
Gerasimov, the chief of the Russian General 
Staff, has written, hybrid wars can allow an 
opponent to deprive the country of its “sov-
ereignty without seizing any territory.”

According to Mr. Bartosh, hybrid wars 
create conditions for coups and color revo-
lutions, as has already happened in Ukraine. 
And this represents a development of 
Western strategy from the time of the Cold 
War, when it used ideological means to 
undermine Communist regimes. Now, he 
says, the United States has broadened its 
attack on Russia to include “worldview” 
issues, and that requires a more serious 
response. Furthermore, Mr. Bartosh argues 
that as long as nuclear weapons continue to 
play their restraining influence, both sides 
will use other mechanisms, including hybrid 
wars, to undermine one another.

Responding to these new kinds of 
threats, he continues, will require the 
acceptance of a new and broader definition 
of war, one that must form “the foundation 
of the strategy of the state as a whole and 
that of the construction of national armed 
forces in particular.” If hybrid war elimi-
nates the divide between war and peace, 
then the military must be involved on both 
sides of that division – something that not 
everyone accepts, but that U.S. military the-
orists are increasingly supportive of, he 
contends.

“The logic behind any strategy of oppos-
ing hybrid wars,” Mr. Bartosh writes, “must 
be built by taking into account the charac-
teristics of uninterrupted conflicts and the 
nonlinear configuration of forces and possi-
bilities characteristic of that.” He argues that 
it must meet the following “key tasks.” First, 
the military must stop focusing on control 
of territory alone and instead focus on con-
trol of key institutions on that territory. 
Second, it must have the capacity to move 
forces both territorially and functionally to 
the most vulnerable places. Third, it must 
carry out constant monitoring of the situa-
tion even when there is no apparent threat. 
And fourth, it must train officers to be able 
to display that kind of flexibility in the field.

In the North Atlantic Treaty Organization 

Russian military expert: Moscow must focus
on defending itself against hybrid wars
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Quotable notes
“As Russia’s illegal occupation of Crimea from Ukraine enters its fourth year, we 

reaffirm our commitment to an independent and sovereign Ukraine free from 
Russia’s interference. Since the invasion of Crimea four years ago, Russian authorities 
have especially targeted human rights advocates, journalists, civil society advocates 
and Crimean Tatars in efforts to suppress their freedom of expression, movement, 
and association, in total disregard for the rule of law.

“We continue to stand shoulder-to-shoulder with the people of Ukraine and reaf-
firm our commitment to Ukraine’s sovereignty and territorial integrity. We firmly 
support Crimea as part of Ukraine and for Crimea-related sanctions to remain.” 

– Congressional Ukraine Caucus chairs, Reps. Marcy Kaptur (D-Ohio), Andy Harris 
(R-Md.), Sander Levin (D-Mich.) and Brian Fitzpatrick (R-Pa.), in a statement released 
on March 20.

(Continued on page 8)
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Putin’s fake victory is boring, but his new term will be anything but

What’s Ukraine doing to combat Russian cyberwarfare? ‘Not enough’ 

by Pavel K. Baev
Eurasia Daily Monitor  

No surprises happened in Russia on 
Sunday, March 18, in the carefully orches-
trated voting procedure generously 
described by the media as a “presidential 
elections.” But many questions loom over 
the beginning of the new term that 
Vladimir Putin claimed. His “campaigning” 
gained some momentum in the last couple 
of weeks, but it remained short on message 
and profoundly boring, projecting primarily 
the maxim that there could not possibly be 
any alternative to the 65-year-old leader. 

Profound effort was directed toward 
ensuring high participation in the voting, so 
that the proposition to boycott the show, 
advanced by Alexei Navalny, an opposition 
leader who was denied the chance to be on 
t h e  b a l l o t ,  w o u l d  b e  d e f e a t e d 
(Kommersant, March 16). Mr. Navalny will 
now have to reconsider his political strate-
gy, but he hardly has a shortage of targets 
when it comes to attacking the ruling elite, 
which has failed to gain any new legitimacy 
in this manipulated and falsified pseudo-
democratic process (Novaya Gazeta, March 
15).

Russia is certainly not unique in faking a 
democratic façade for a corrupt authoritari-
an regime, but what makes it special is the 
eagerness with which it is willing to engage 
in an escalating confrontation with the 
West in order to prompt this regime. 
Indeed, the majority of post-Soviet authori-
tarian leaders, from Kazakhstan to Belarus 
to Turkmenistan, prefer to maintain useful-
ly lukewarm relations with the United 
States and the European Union, and see no 
need to pursue drastic militarization. 

Mr. Putin is as generous with promises 
and cheap gifts as any other populist dicta-
tor, but his most meaningful and emotional-

ly charged electoral declaration was about 
“wonder-missiles” (New Times, March 12; 
see Eurasia Daily Monitor, March 1, 5). 
Russian top brass have done their best to 
follow up with confirmations of forthcom-
ing tests, but most of Mr. Putin’s March 1 
video-show to the Russian Parliament 
depicted fanciful weapons systems 
designed to break through the non-existent 
U.S. missile defense “shield” (TASS, March 
15). Yet, he failed to scare the U.S. adminis-
tration and other Western counterparts 
into making him a nice negotiation offer, 
and it is not certain that he even managed 
to overly impress the domestic audience 
(Vedomosti, March 14).

Missiles are most certainly not the main 
means of the new East-West confrontation, 
and Mr. Putin has experimented recklessly 
with a variety of “hybrid” means, only to 
find them backfiring with far-from-perfect 
timing. It is doubtful that he had planned 
the heavy-impact political crisis with the 
United Kingdom to explode on the eve of 
his elections, but special operations, partic-
ularly delegated to some expendable 
“assets,” have their own schedule and tend 
now to produce far heavier resonance than 
in the Cold War era (Meduza.io, March 13). 

The Kremlin had to show resolve and to 
fake outrage in order to turn the scandal 
into an electoral advantage (see EDM, 
March 15), but the denials are hardly a use-
ful mobilization technique (Republic.ru, 
March 14). Expelling British diplomats in 
retaliation for the first series of measures 
taken by the U.K. is easy, but the demon-
stration of Western solidarity with London 
cannot be countered (Nezavisimaya Gazeta, 
March 15). The habitual discourse of Russia 
as the “besieged fortress” has grown stale; 
every tightening of sanctions adds to the 
discontent among the elites; and Mr. Putin’s 
persistent attempts to weasel out of the 

international isolation have been derailed 
yet again (Rosbalt, March 14).

The Kremlin could have hoped to effec-
tively counterpunch the punishment 
administered by the U.K., even if supported 
by the European allies. But the simultane-
ous hits arriving from the U.S. are hard to 
stomach. The new sanctions targeting the 
“troll factory” exposed by the investigation 
of Special Counsel Robert Mueller were 
expected, but the punishing measures 
against the command of Russia’s military 
intelligence (GRU) came as a surprise 
(Grani.ru, March 16). The fact of continuing 
attacks by Russian hackers on U.S. energy 
infrastructure is now established, and 
Moscow is worried that the West might 
respond in kind (RBC, March 14). 

Russia is nowhere close to being a 
“superpower” in cyberspace, and the 
Kremlin feels free to play fast and loose 
with hackers and “trolls” only because it 
assumes that the U.S. or the U.K. would not 
dare to resort to direct cyberstrikes. On top 
of that, Mr. Mueller is now investigating the 
Russian connections of the Trump 
Organization, and this threatens to curtail 
Russian export of corruption (see EDM, 
March 6, 2017), which is a political instru-
ment no less important than the export of 
natural gas (Kommersant, March 16).

Mr. Putin starts his late-autumnal presi-
dential term without a single foreign policy 
achievement or initiative. His proposition 
to build a Eurasian union of sorts has floun-
dered, so that the Central Asian leaders 
now prefer to sort out their quarrels with-
out Russia (Nezavisimaya Gazeta, March 
16). The strategic partnership with China 
has lost positive momentum, and Xi 
Jinping’s decision to make himself an irre-
placeable leader does not necessarily bring 
him closer to Mr. Putin (Rossiiskaya Gazeta, 
February 27). The option for combining 

confrontation and cooperation in relations 
with the U.S. is closing, and the departure of 
Rex Tillerson as secretary of state is seen in 
Moscow as a loss of an important interlocu-
tor who understood the mechanics of doing 
business with Russia (Russiancouncil.ru, 
March 14).

The new mutation of the Syrian war 
caused by the defeat of the Islamic State 
has eroded Russia’s ability to control its 
course, and this month’s meeting of foreign 
ministers of Iran, Turkey and Russia in 
Astana, Kazakhstan, was an exercise in 
sweet-talking the deepening disagreements 
(Kommersant, March 17). The Russian mil-
itary is worried about a new U.S. strike on 
Bashar al-Assad’s motley forces, perhaps 
jointly with Israel, which could again bring 
the regime to the brink of collapse 
(Newsru.com, March 16). Mr. Putin, howev-
er, has become cost-conscious about the 
never-ending task of rescuing the friendly 
dictator-in-distress.

This lack of a meaningful foreign policy 
agenda is unusual and uncomfortable for a 
leader like Mr. Putin, who is used to per-
forming a high-wire act on the internation-
al arena. Many practical questions are 
mushrooming, including how to protect the 
fortunes of Kremlin-loyal oligarchs 
squeezed by sanctions and how to mini-
mize casualties in Syria while preserving 
Moscow’s controlling interest there. And 
when lumped together, all these boil down 
to an impossibly big question: “Now what?” 

The temptation to break out of this 
deadlock with one bold strike will grow as 
Russians start questioning the need for Mr. 
Putin’s continued leadership.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

 NEWS ANALYSIS

by Christopher Miller
RFE/RL

KYIV – Dmytro Shymkiv fidgeted in a 
chair as his boss, Ukrainian President Petro 
Poroshenko, testified via video link-up from 
a few doors down in the Kyiv trial of his 
exiled predecessor, Viktor Yanukovych.

A big part of Mr. Shymkiv’s job as deputy 
head of the Presidential Administration is 
focused on the cybersecurity of the presi-
dent’s office and the country. At this particu-
lar moment on February 21, his most impor-
tant task was to keep the signal up and clear 
so Mr. Poroshenko could speak uninterrupt-
ed during the televised treason trial.

“I’m very worried about cyberattacks,” 
Mr. Shymkiv confessed to RFE/RL as the 
president delivered his testimony.

With one eye glued to a screen showing 
Mr. Poroshenko and the other on his con-
stantly vibrating mobile phone, which 
flashed updates from his IT team, Mr. 
Shymkiv said he feared a distributed denial-
of-service (DDoS) attack by Russian hackers 
that could take the video feed offline.

“It’s happened before,” said Mr. Shymkiv, 
who before joining the government in 2014 
was general manager of Microsoft Ukraine, 
referring to past DDoS attacks timed to dis-
rupt presidential appearances.

Testing ground

Before Russian hackers allegedly target-
ed the United States and its 2016 presiden-

tial election, they were accused of taking 
aim at Ukraine and even its own presiden-
tial vote in May 2014 – and with a lot more 
than just DDoS attacks.

For its part, Russia has denied cyberat-
tacks against Ukraine or the United States.

But authorities here and in Washington 
attribute the attacks to Russia. They say 
they haven’t stopped and are expected to 
continue.

In fact, they say Russia is using Ukraine 
as a cyberwar testing ground, or as Wired 
described it in a lengthy and detailed 
report on the matter last year, “a laboratory 
for perfecting new forms of global online 
combat.”

Yet, for a country that is such a persis-
tent target, Ukraine remains largely “unpre-
pared” for cyberattacks from the likes of 
Russian and other skilled hackers, Mr. 
Shymkiv conceded. 

In separate interviews, Ukraine’s chief of 
Cyberpolice and members of a prominent 
pro-government hacker team agreed; while 
acknowledging that the country has made 
some progress on the cybersecurity front, 
they suggested or said outright that its 
defenses are nowhere near where they 
should be as a regular target of cyberat-
tacks. They cited poor communication 
among state institutions, a resistance to 
change, a confused policy approach to 
cyberdefense, and a lack of funds to recruit 
skilled personnel and buy much-needed 
equipment.

Ukraine hit ‘every day’

Ukraine has been locked in an unde-
clared war with Russia since 2014, when 
the Kremlin annexed the Crimean peninsu-
la and fomented a shooting war in eastern 
Ukraine that has killed more than 10,300 
people and is grinding into a fifth year. The 
war is being fought not only in the literal 
trenches but in cyberspace, through disin-
formation, fake news and, of course, cyber-
attacks.

Since 2014, suspected Russian hackers 
have taken aim at critical targets in Ukraine 
with ever-growing sophistication. Ukraine’s 
chief of Cyberpolice, Serhiy Demedyuk, said 
in an interview with RFE/RL that it was dif-
ficult to track Russian cyberattacks here 
because they occur “every day.”

“What we see is that Ukraine really is a 
[Russian] test site for malicious software,” 
Mr. Demedyuk said in his office on the out-
skirts of Kyiv on February 21.

In December 2016, President Poroshenko 
claimed Ukraine had been struck by 6,500 
cyberattacks on 36 targets in the previous 
two months, most of which Kyiv attributed to 
Russian aggression. His government has not 
provided more up-to-date statistics.

While attribution can be difficult, 
Messrs. Demedyuk and Shymkiv said 
Ukraine has managed to directly link Russia 
to most cyberattacks, citing the characteris-
tics of the attacks and their timing; many 
occur on historically significant dates in 

Ukraine, or just before or during holidays, 
thus maximizing the effect.

Two such cyberattacks targeted 
Ukrainian power plants ahead of holidays 
in December 2015 and December 2016, 
and left hundreds of thousands of 
Ukrainians without electricity for hours.

Last year, Ukraine’s Boryspil and Odesa 
international airports were hit by cyberat-
tacks at the height of the tourist season, 
along with the Kyiv subway’s ticketing sys-
tem, supermarket checkouts, bank ATMs, 
and the radiation-monitoring system at the 
defunct Chornobyl nuclear power plant. 
Luckily, those attacks caused more confu-
sion than damage and potential crises were 
averted.

But ransomware attacks dubbed Petya, 
NotPetya and Bad Rabbit also ripped 
through the country, crippling businesses 
for days or weeks. NotPetya, in particular, 
spread to 64 countries, including Poland, 
Germany, Italy and Russia, and caused bil-
lions of dollars in damage.

The U.S. and U.K. governments both 
released extraordinary statements attribut-
ing NotPetya to the Russian military’s 
cyberarm. White House Press Secretary 
Sarah Sanders went further, calling it “part 
of the Kremlin’s ongoing effort to destabi-
lize Ukraine,” which “demonstrates ever 
more clearly Russia’s involvement in the 
ongoing conflict.”

(Continued on page 8)
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its staunch support of Ukraine throughout 
the Euro-Maidan – Revolution of Dignity – 
and the invasion of Ukraine by the Russian 
Federation. JBANC, along with the UCCA, is 
a member of the Central and East European 
Coalition which encompasses 18 national 
ethnic organizations that represent nearly 
22 million Americans of Central and East 
European descent. 

The Ukrainian Congress Committee of 
America was a founding member of the CEEC 
in 1994. Together, the CEEC and the UCCA 
have co-sponsored advocacy events in 
Washington and issued policy briefs that sum-
marize issues the CEEC ardently advocates. 

Karl Altau, JBANC managing director, 
accepted the Friend of UNIS Award and 
expressed gratitude for the recognition. He 
spoke of the cooperative efforts in 
Washington among the various ethnic com-
munities and noted that the cause of Ukraine 
is a cause of principle for all freedom-loving 
nations. “Your struggle is our struggle,” Mr. 
Altau underscored. 

A briefing session was held on Wednesday 
morning, March 7. Prior to hitting the corri-
dors of Congress, participants were briefed 
on the latest information regarding the 
Russia-sanctions regime, an upcoming con-
gressional resolution on the Holodomor, and 
a cybersecurity bill in the U.S. Senate. 

Joining the advocacy event was Stefan 

Romaniw, general secretary of the Ukrainian 
World Congress. Mr. Romaniw was in 
Washington for the Ukraine Security 
Conference on March 8 and participated in the 
briefing session and meetings on Capitol Hill. 

UNIS Director Sawkiw underscored: 
“These advocacy events provide our com-
munity an opportunity to develop a closer 
relationship with our friends in Congress. As 
this year is a mid-term election year in 
Congress, it is also important to remind the 
Ukrainian community to register to vote to 
be able to cast their ballot in primary and 
general elections. The greater the number of 
Ukrainian Americans voting, the more likely 
our issues of concerns will be raised on local, 
statewide and national levels. There are 
many important tasks that still lie ahead.” 

Joining the Ukrainian American constitu-
ents were community leaders from the 
Central and East European Coalition, as well 
as activists for a democratic Russia. Also 
notable was the participation of the Youth 
Civics Group of the Ukrainian Heritage 
School in the Philadelphia metropolitan area. 
The group, consisting of high school students 
with an affinity for public service and civic-
minded activism, attended various congres-
sional offices during their meetings. Iryna 
Galaj and Eugene Luciw serve as the youth 
group’s mentors and have provided leader-
ship and guidance in their civic activism. 

Ukrainian Day participants met with near-
ly 30 members from the House of 
Representatives, the Senate and staff 
throughout the day. Meetings were held at 

the offices of: Sen. Chris Murphy (D-Conn.); 
Rep. Lou Barletta (R-Pa.); Sen. Dianne 
Feinstein (D-Calif.); Sen. Richard Blumenthal 
(D-Conn.); Rep. Sander Levin, co-chair of the 
Congressional Ukrainian Caucus; Rep. Peter 
Roskam (R-Illl.); Rep. Don Beyer (D-Va.); Rep. 
Mike Quigley (D-Ill.); Sen. Robert Casey 
(D-Pa.); Sen. Patrick Toomey (R-Pa.); Rep. 
Carolyn Maloney (D-N.Y.); Sen. Gary Peters 
(D-Mich.); Rep. Brendan Boyle (D-Pa.); Rep. 
Elizabeth Esty (D-Conn.); Sen. Kirsten 
Gillibrand (D-N.Y.); Rep. Jim Himes 
(D-Conn.); Sen. Sherrod Brown (D-Ohio); 
Sen. Tim Kaine (D-Va.); Rep. Brian Fitzpatrick 
(R-Pa.), co-chair of the Congressional 
Ukrainian Caucus; the late Rep. Louise 
Slaughter (D-N.Y.); Sen. Richard Durbin 
(D-Ill.), co-chair of the Senate Ukraine 
Caucus; Rep. Joe Courtney (D-Conn.); Rep. 
Matt Cartwright (D-Pa.); Rep. Robert 
Goodlatte (R-Va.); Rep. Ryan Costello (R-Pa.); 
Sen. Mark Warner (D-Va.); Sen. Thom Tillis 
(R-N.C.); Rep. John Larson (D-Conn.); Rep. 
Danny Davis (D-Ill.); Rep. John Katko (R-N.Y.); 
and, Sen. Maria Cantwell (D-Wash.). 

Due to an early March snowstorm on the 
Eastern Seaboard, several meetings with 
the New Jersey congressional delegation 
had to be postponed due to travel restric-
tions. Those meetings included: Sen. Robert 
Menendez (D-N.J.), Ranking Member of the 
Senate Foreign Relations Committee; Rep. 
Rodney Frelinghuysen (R-N.J.); Sen. Cory 
Booker (D-N.J.); and, Rep. Bill Pascrell 
(D-N.J.). 

In all of the advocacy meetings on 
Capitol Hill, the participants of Ukrainian 

Days presented members of Congress with 
various policy papers on issues of impor-
tance to the implementation of the 
Countering America’s Adversaries Through 
Sanctions Acts (CAATSA); the resolution in 
commemoration of the 85th anniversary of 
the Holodomor; and a cybersecurity coop-
eration bill between Ukraine and the 
United States, as well as informational bro-
chures about the Ukrainian Congress 
Committee of America and the Ukrainian 
National Information Service. 

The advocacy event concluded with a 
commemoration of the national bard of 
Ukraine, Taras Shevchenko. Ukrainian Days 
participants, along with Embassy of Ukraine 
staff and local Ukrainian Americans placed 
flowers at the base of the Shevchenko mon-
ument in Washington. A short prayer was 
also recited to honor the memory of 
Shevchenko. Ambassador Chaly provided a 
few remarks about the significance of 
Shevchenko’s writings, especially as they 
relate to today’s aggression by Russia.

Understanding that not everyone was 
able to attend the Ukrainian Days advocacy 
event in early March, UNIS is urging the 
Ukrainian American community members 
to make every effort to meet with their 
elected officials at their district offices. 
Copies of the policy papers presented at 
Ukrainian Days can be obtained at the 
Ukrainian National Information Service. 

Additional photos and information 
can be found on the UNIS Facebook 
page, and Twitter and Instagram feeds 
(#UkrDays2018).

(Continued from page 1)
Ukrainian American...

Portman, Durbin introduce resolution 
marking 85th anniversary of Holodomor

WASHINGTON – Sens. Rob Portman 
(R-Ohio) and Dick Durbin (D-Ill.), co-
chairs of the Senate Ukraine Caucus, on 
March 15 introduced a resolution marking 
the 85th anniversary of the Holodomor, 
Stalin’s intentional starvation of large seg-
ments of Ukrainian society in 1932-1933. 

The resolution would commemorate 
the anniversary of the Holodomor and 
recognize the Soviet Union’s role in per-
petrating this genocide. The resolution 
builds on a number of congressional 
actions to condemn the Holodomor and 
honor its victims, including the 2015 
dedication of the Holodomor Memorial 
in Washington. 

Sens. Portman and Durbin were joined 
in introducing this resolution by a bipar-
tisan group of senators including James 
Inhofe (R-Okla.), Bob Casey (D-Pa.), 
Marco Rubio (R-Fla.), Cory Gardner 
(R-Colo.), Richard Blumenthal (D-Conn.), 
Roger Wicker (R-Miss.), Sherrod Brown 
(D-Ohio), Ron Johnson (R-Wis.), Chris 
Murphy (D-Conn.), Amy Klobuchar 
(D-Minn.) and Jeanne Shaheen (D-NH). 

“This important resolution honors the 

memory of the millions of Ukrainians 
who suffered under the Soviets’ policy of 
using starvation as a weapon to try to 
break the independence and identity of 
the Ukrainian nation,” said Sen. Portman. 
“As Ukraine continues to fight today to 
defend its independence and sovereignty 
in the face of Russia aggression, this reso-
lution serves as an even more important 
reminder of the horrible atrocities inflict-
ed upon Ukraine and the perseverance of 
a people whose spirit cannot be broken.”

“Ukraine’s Famine is an ugly chapter 
in world history, in which millions of 
civilians died at the hands of the Soviet 
Union’s cruel policies,” said Sen. Durbin. 
“As a co-chair of the Senate’s Ukraine 
Caucus, I am proud to introduce this res-
olution to raise awareness in our country 
of this mass tragedy. We remember the 
victims of the Famine who were killed 
and support the efforts of the Ukrainian 
people to bring global awareness to it, 
particularly as the world confronts 
Russian aggression today. We extend our 
deepest sympathies to the victims, survi-
vors and families of this tragedy.”

Rep. Brendan Boyle, member of the Congressional Ukrainian Caucus, meets with his 
constituents on Ukraine-related matters. Members of the Philadelphia Youth Civics 

Group take an active part.

Ukrainian Days participants, Ambassador Valeriy Chaly and members of Ukraine’s 
Verkhovna Rada in front of the Holodomor Memorial in Washington.

Sen. Sherrod Brown (second from left), sponsor of the U.S.-Ukraine Cybersecurity 
Cooperation Act, meets with constituents and community leaders (from left): Michael 
Sawkiw Jr., director of the Ukrainian National Information Service; Andrew Futey, 
president of the Ukrainian Congress Committee of America; Stefan Romaniw, 
General Secretary of the Ukrainian World Congress; and Mary Nippert, honorary 

consul of Estonia in Ohio.

UNIS

Rep. Sander Levin (center), co-chair and founder of the Congressional Ukrainian 
Caucus, among constituents and friends. Rep. Levin will retire at the end of this con-

gressional session.

UNIS
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Readers of this paper might have noticed that many of our Ukrainian credit 
unions hold their annual meetings in February and March. They’re all members of 
the Ukrainian National Credit Union Association, which reported at its own most 
recent annual meeting, held June 8-10, 2017, in Washington, that as of March 31, 
2017, assets of the 13 UNCUA member credit unions had grown to a total of $3.224 
billion, while member deposits increased to $2.741 billion. UNCUA notes on its web-
site that the Ukrainian American credit union movement in the U.S. “exceeds 
100,000 family memberships primarily concentrated in New York, New Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, Michigan, Ohio and Illinois.”

In our area, five of these institutions are particularly noteworthy, not only for their 
size (in terms of assets and members), but also for their largesse: Self Reliance New 
York Federal Credit Union, Selfreliance Ukrainian American Federal Credit Union, 
SUMA Yonkers Federal Credit Union, Ukrainian Selfreliance Federal Credit Union and 
Nova UA Federal Credit Union. They support the endeavors of major organizations 
like Plast Ukrainian Scouting Organization and the Ukrainian American Youth 
Association, as well as smaller groups like the Carpathian Ski Club (i.e., its annual fam-
ily-oriented ski races) and the Ukrainian Journalists of North America (its profession-
al conferences), and many, many more organizations and projects.

Closer to our own hearts, we must note that three of these “kredytivky,” Self 
Reliance New York, Selfreliance UAFCU and SUMA Yonkers, provided funds for 
Svoboda’s and The Ukrainian Weekly’s digitized archives of all issues published 
since their founding, respectively, in 1893 and 1933; moreover, the New York credit 
union continues to support upgrades to the newspapers’ websites. Self Reliance 
New York also happens to be our top supporter, annually donating thousands of dol-
lars to help us continue our work as the Ukrainian community’s top newspapers.

The largest Ukrainian credit union asset-wise, Self Reliance New York, which is 
based in New York City, also has branches in Kerhonkson, Astoria, Uniondale and 
Lindenhurst, N.Y. It’s known for its major donations to institutions such as The 
Ukrainian Museum and the Ukrainian Catholic University. The 2017 annual report of 
this credit union’s Board of Directors and Management proudly notes: “On the 
strength of our 2017 financial performance, the credit union contributed $1,181,858 
to our youth, cultural, religious, educational and humanitarian organizations.” Yes, 
that’s over $1.1 million.

Selfreliance Ukrainian American FCU, whose home office is in Chicago, has three 
other branches in Illinois and three more in New Jersey – one of them very close to 
our editorial offices. Its glossy annual report contains many photos of this 
kredytiv-ka’s work with and for the Ukrainian community, and Board Chairman 
Michael Kos cites “community expenses” of $452,150 for the year 2017.

SUMA (Yonkers) FCU, which has branches in the states of New York and 
Connecticut, reports that during 2017 it “paid out $3.5 million in dividends to its 
members on net income of over $1 million.” In addition, “SUMA was pleased to have 
been able to return $270,000 to our community, continuing the proud tradition of 
supporting our civic, religious, cultural, youth and charitable organizations.”

At the Philadelphia-based Ukrainian Selfreliance FCU, which has branches in 
Pennsylvania, as well as in New Jersey, Board Chairman Roman Petyk sums up the 
kredytivka’s accomplishments in the 2017 annual report: “Our profits, and grants 
from our foundation, generously support our community organizations. Our mem-
bers benefit from loan rates that are consistently among the lowest, if not the lowest, 
in our region, while our depositors earn interest at rates that also lead the region in 
the returns they offer to our savers. Our bipartisan political engagement initiatives 
have promoted a new and deeper level of engagement in our community with elect-
ed officials in Washington, D.C.”

Nova UA Federal Credit Union, previously known as Self Reliance (NJ) FCU, is 
headquartered in Clifton. Dr. Michael Lewko, the credit union’s chairman, writes in 
his 2017 report: “We remain committed to our legacy of supporting the community. 
We have once again given out over $100,000 to various causes, including the com-
munity churches, youth and civic organizations. The credit union continues to be a 
proud supporter of benevolent and charitable fund-raising events in support of 
Ukraine as it experiences ongoing Russian aggression on the eastern border.”

These mainstays of our community – the oldest of which have well over six 
decades of service – deserve our appreciation and our support via credit union 
memberships. Are you a member of one of our 13 “kredytivky” in the U.S.?

The Ukrainian Weekly

Last year, on March 31, during the NATO-Ukrainian 
Commission meeting in Brussels, U.S. Secretary of State Rex 
Tillerson underscored that the U.S. and NATO “stand firm in our 
support of Ukraine’s sovereignty and territorial integrity” and 
underscored, “We do not, and will not, accept Russian efforts to 
changes the borders of the territory of Ukraine.”

Mr. Tillerson continued: “Three years ago, Russia’s aggression against Ukraine shook the 
very foundations of security and stability in Europe. Today, Russia’s ongoing hostility and 
occupation is compromising our shared vision of a Europe that is whole, free and at peace.” 

He thanked Germany and France for their determination to find a diplomatic solution 
to the ongoing crisis in eastern Ukraine under the Normandy format, highlighting the 
necessity of NATO solidarity to finding a political solution to the conflict.

“We continue to hold Russia accountable to its Minsk commitments. The United States 
sanctions will remain until Moscow reverses the actions that triggered our sanctions,” Mr. 
Tillerson noted, adding, “Russia must understand there is no basis to move forward on the 

March
31
2017

Turning the pages back...

Easter pastoral of the Catholic Hierarchy 
of the U.S.A. to our clergy, hieromonks and 
brothers, religious sisters, seminarians and 
beloved faithful.

Christ is Risen! Indeed He is Risen!

In the beginning was the Word,
And the Word was with God,  

and the Word was God.
All things came to be through Him,
And without Him nothing came to be.
What came to be through Him was life, 
And this life was the light of the human  

race (Jn. 1:1-3)

It is customary in our tradition to hear 
the Prologue to the Gospel of John (Jn. 1:1-
13) in various languages at the Resurrection 
Liturgy. The passage speaks of the pre-exis-
tent and incarnate Word and Son of God 
that has revealed the Heavenly Father to us. 
One may well wonder about a possible con-
nection between the Prologue, which does 
not even mention anything of the 
Resurrection of Our Lord, Jesus Christ, and 
the glorious feast we celebrate today. And 
the answer is yes. The essence of the feast of 
the Resurrection of Our Lord lies in the fact 
that the second person of the Holy Trinity, 
the Son of God, who chose willingly to take 
on our human nature, to suffer and die on 
the cross, rose from the dead. He is alive! He 
is risen! Christ who is the creator and 
author of life cannot be bound by the ties of 
death. As it says in Scripture, “God raised 
Him up again, putting an end to the agony of 
death, since it was impossible for Him to be 
held in its power” (Acts 2:24). Christ teach-
es us about Himself, “I am the resurrection 
and the life” (Jn. 11:25). Resurrection is His 
identity. This is Who He is.

“Christ is Risen! – Indeed He is Risen!” 
greetings will be heard everywhere around 
the world. This is the best and perhaps 
most ignored message around the world. It 
was so when it was announced for the first 
time on Easter morning, and continues to 
be the case today too. Christ is Risen! Do 
you believe, doubt or dismiss it? Jesus’ own 
Apostles had a difficulty to accept the mes-
sage, “when they saw Him, they wor-
shipped, but they doubted” (Mt. 28:17). 
They saw Him, but still questioned the fact. 
How many times do we wonder and accept 
Jesus’ real presence in the Eucharist when 
we receive Him at the Divine Liturgy?

The reason why the Apostles doubted 

was fear. It is the fear of being wrong about 
Jesus being alive after they heard and wit-
nessed how He suffered and died on the 
cross. Their fear was so powerful that it 
took them a while to realize the truth of the 
statement “Christ is Risen,” and its conse-
quences. The outcome of Christ’s 
Resurrection is twofold as St. Paul states, 
“Now since the children share in blood and 
flesh, he likewise shared in them, that 
through death he might destroy the one 
who has the power of death, that is, the 
devil, and free those who through fear of 
death had been subject to slavery all their 
life” (Heb. 2:14-15). 

By His Resurrection, Christ removed any 
uncertainty and fear about our eternity. 
Christ opened the gates of paradise for us 
anew. “Christ is risen from the dead, con-
quering death by death and to those in the 
tombs He granted life.” There cannot be any 
fear of death since it has no real power. 
“Death is swallowed up in victory. Where, O 
death, is your victory? Where, O death, is 
your sting?” (1 Cor. 15:55-56). Death is 
defeated and we receive eternal life, which 
is real. This is to fulfill His promise, “I came 
so that they might have life and have it 
more abundantly” (Jn 10:10).

On this glorious feast of the Resurrection 
of Our Lord, we extend our prayers and 
wishes that you may not have any fears, 
worries and doubts in life. May joy and 
happiness of knowing that we are partici-
pants in Christ’s Resurrection be in your 
hearts, families and communities! Let us 
celebrate Easter with a renewed and uplift-
ed faith, hope and love of our Lord! May the 
risen Lord bless you abundantly!

Christ is Risen! Indeed He is Risen!
+Stefan Soroka 

Archbishop of Philadelphia for Ukrainians 
Metropolitan of Ukrainian Catholics in the 

United States
+Paul Chomnycky, OSBM 

Eparch of Stamford
+Benedict Aleksiychuk  

Eparch of St. Nicholas in Chicago
+ Bohdan J. Danylo  

Eparch of St. Josaphat in Parma
+John Bura  

Auxiliary Bishop of Philadelphia
+Andriy Rabiy (author) 

Auxiliary Bishop of Philadelphia

Easter 2018

Let us celebrate the Resurrection 
with a renewed and uplifted faith

(Continued on page 13)

Our “kredytivky” – our mainstays

 EASTER PASTORAL LETTER

“The Resurrection.” Design for stained glass window in the Church of St. Demetrius, 
Weston, Ontario, by Yaroslava Surmach-Mills.
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Over time, there has been a growing 
understanding in Washington that 
Ukraine’s security matters to the West, 
especially following Russia’s invasion of 
Ukrainian territory four years ago. Even 
prior to the war, there was a broad recogni-
tion in the West – more so in Washington, 
less so in much of Europe – that a secure, 
independent, democratic Ukraine was a 
prerequisite for a Europe whole, free and at 
peace. The question of whether the West 
acted upon that broad understanding to 
the extent it should have has been, and no 
doubt will be, a subject of vigorous debate 
for years to come.

Notwithstanding, recognition of 
Ukraine’s role in the security of the West 
has dramatically evolved in the last four 
years. The country’s importance in the 
security realm has been further heightened 
in the last two years given Russia’s election 
interference in the U.S. and Europe, as well 
as its multitude of other destabilization 
efforts, including cyber-attacks, “fake news” 
and other propaganda, military projection 
and poisonings. Ukraine has been no 
stranger to a range of destabilization 
efforts. Indeed, there now appears to be a 
growing, if not belated, appreciation that 
Ukraine has been a laboratory in what has 
been rightly described as Russia’s war 
against the West. Clearly, Ukraine has been 
on the frontlines in that war – and not only 
militarily. 

While there is always room for improve-
ment, throughout the last four years the 
United States has manifested an under-
standing of Ukraine’s essential role to 
Western security. Various U.S. policies 
reflect that understanding. Much credit for 
this goes to the professionals at the depart-
ments of State and Defense, the intelligence 
community and a few other relevant gov-
ernment agencies. Congress also under-
stands this. Acting in rare bipartisan fash-
ion, it has been instrumental in pressing 
b o t h  t h e  O b a m a  a n d  T r u m p 
Administrations to support Ukraine and 
stand firm against Russian aggression. 
Former U.S. government officials, think-
tanks, NGOs, the Ukrainian American com-
munity and other friends of Ukraine in the 
United States have also played a critical role 
in encouraging a deeper appreciation of 
Ukraine’s security importance.

How has Washington’s understanding of 
Ukraine’s vital role in Western security 
been manifested? Through pronounce-
ments and policies, or, if you will, in word 
and in deed. Ukraine-related and other 
sanctions on Russia have been a key com-
ponent of our arsenal. To say that they have 
had no impact, as some assert, is simply not 
credible. They have been an important tool 
and should be tightened and expanded to 
pressure the Kremlin to comply with its 
international commitments and get out of 
Ukraine. 

President Barack Obama was rightly 
criticized for not providing lethal defensive 
weapons to Kyiv, despite bipartisan 
Congressional support and even from 
many of the key players in his own admin-
istration for arming Ukraine. He did, how-
ever, do a lot to help get the European 
Union on board with respect to sanctions. 

This matters greatly as the EU and the U.S. 
standing together in countering Russian 
aggression is far more effective than just 
Washington with a few other non-EU coun-
tries, notably key friend and ally Canada, 
going it alone. 

Despite initial fears, the Trump adminis-
tration has extended the Obama adminis-
tration’s Ukraine-related sanctions. Last 
August, Congress by an overwhelming mar-
gin passed a law further sanctioning Russia 
for interference in our elections and its 
continued aggression in Ukraine, including 
codification of the previous administra-
tion’s Ukraine-related executive orders. 
Despite initial reluctance and delays, the 
Administration is now finally heeding 
Congress’s calls and at least beginning to 
implement these sanctions, although much 
more needs to be done to fully implement 
the law.

Another critical policy tool has been U.S. 
assistance to Ukraine, which has greatly 
expanded since 2014. In the security realm, 
the Trump administration’s decision to 
begin to provide lethal defensive military 
assistance is most welcome and long over-
due. Non-lethal assistance has also been 
consequential in helping Ukraine counter 
Russia’s aggression, and this too has been 
expanding over the last four years. 
Substantial assistance in the non-security 
sector also is a strong indication of 
Washington’s commitment to Ukraine’s 
security. This, too, has increased since the 
Euro-Maidan. An economically vibrant, 
democratic, rule-of-law Ukraine is 
undoubtedly a more secure and stable 
Ukraine, and Washington policymakers 
understand that this translates to a more 
secure West.

One facet of U.S. assistance is helping 
Ukraine combat the scourge of corruption, 
which has undermined Ukraine’s security 
for decades. In addition to its other debili-
tating effects – first and foremost its nega-
tive impact on the well-being of the 
Ukrainian people – corruption is an issue of 
national security. Ukraine’s corruption has 
made it more vulnerable to Russia. It is a 
topic that increasingly draws the attention 
of Western governments and other sup-
porters of Ukraine. Recently, the Friends of 
Ukraine Network issued a public Appeal for 
Decisive Action in Ukraine’s Fight Against 
Corruption (see The Weekly, March 18). 
This statement applauds the reforms that 
have been undertaken since the Maidan but 
adds its voice to the many calls from 
Western leaders, diplomats and represen-
tatives of international organizations 
regarding the need for Ukraine to urgently 
strengthen its anti-corruption institutions 
and adopt additional anti-corruption 
reforms. 

The Friends of Ukraine Network, an ini-
tiative of the U.S.-Ukraine Foundation, is a 
non-partisan, informal coalition of former 
ambassadors, leading foreign policy and 
international security professionals, and 
other experts who have dealt with key 
aspects of Ukraine’s relations with the U.S. 
and the international community. (Full dis-
closure: I am a board member of the U.S-
Ukraine Foundation, a member of the 
FOUN, and one of the drafters of the 
appeal). 

Ukraine’s security matters to Washington

(Continued on page 13)
Orest Deychakiwsky may be reached at 

odeychak@gmail.com.

her release. “But I’m always ready to fight 
for Ukraine.” 

Her freedom ended 667 days later when 
she was alleged to now be fighting for the 
wrong side. The 36-year-old heroine and 
ex-first lieutenant was taken into custody 
on March 22.

Earlier that day, her colleagues in the 
Verkhovna Rada voted to strip her of a 
national deputy’s immunity from prosecu-
tion, then confirmed multiple charges that 
include plotting a military coup and plan-
ning terrorist acts, and approved her arrest 
with majority votes of 291, 277 and 268, 
respectively.

She now faces a maximum life sentence 
on all charges combined if found guilty, 
according to the Prosecutor General’s Office. 

Authorities suspect the former military 
aviator of planning to overthrow the gov-
ernment by using arms that were pur-
chased in the Moscow-occupied Donbas 
from Russian officers and their proxies to 
commit “terrorist acts… and create chaos” 
in the government quarter of Kyiv, 
Prosecutor General Yuriy Lutsenko told the 
Verkhovna Rada before the vote. 

Key government buildings were to be 
fired upon using projectiles, and the 
nation’s leaders were targeted for assassi-
nation, Mr. Lutsenko said. 

He presented a 30-minute video in the 
legislature before the vote that purported 
to show Ms. Savchenko discussing plans to 
carry out the coup with supposed rogue 
members of the Ukrainian military. He also 
alleged that a portion of the weapons cache 
was purchased from two Russian officers, a 
colonel and lieutenant-colonel who operate 
with Ukrainian aliases in the occupied 
Donbas. 

The chief prosecutor told lawmakers 
that the Ukrainian military officers were 
part of a four-month sting operation. 
Members of the 8th Regiment of the army’s 
Special Forces had alerted the Security 
Service of Ukraine (SBU) once they were 
approached by Ms. Savchenko to carry out 
the plot, Mr. Lutsenko said. 

Following an arms run to the occupied 
Donbas in November 2017, Ms. Savchenko 
was allegedly shown discussing the coup 
plot with her interlocutors the following 
month at an army base near the city of 
Khmelnytskyi, where the munitions were 
transported. Present were two presumed 
army personnel and suspected co-conspir-
ator Volodymyr Ruban. 

The latter was arrested earlier this 
month after making a second arms pur-
chase in the Donbas without Ms. Savchenko 
– they both apparently took part in the first 
weapons purchase last November, accord-
ing to authorities. 

Mr. Ruban is a decorated prisoner 
exchange negotiator whom Ms. Savchenko 
credits with freeing 800 prisoners of war on 
both sides of the conflict. This week, he lost 
an appeal to overturn his 60-day incarcera-
tion for arms smuggling, among other charg-
es. During his appeal, prosecutors added 
more charges to include plotting the “violent 
overthrow of the constitutional order and 
the seizure of state power in Ukraine.”

“I propose a revolution,” Ms. Savchenko 
allegedly told her interlocuters on 
December 1 at the Khmelnytskyi military 
base. “Because they [those in power, includ-
ing lawmakers] must be removed physical-
ly. All and one for that matter. This is the 
single method. One day and from within.”

During the conversation, Mr. Ruban 
allegedly added: “Chaos shouldn’t be 
feared, chaos is needed, and chaos should 
be managed.”

When asked by the presumed army 
interlocutors which top three figures 
should be killed, Ms. Savchenko allegedly 
said: “Poroshenko, [Internal Affairs 

Minister Arsen] Avakov and [National 
Security and Defense Council Secretary 
Oleksandr] Turchynov.”

The perfect day to do that in the legisla-
ture would be at the next state of the union 
address by the president, Ms. Savchenko 
allegedly said. 

“Blow them all up in the city center. When 
the president delivers his state of the union 
address to the nation, that’s when they’re all 
together and we can blow them up.”

Then she allegedly proceeded to outline 
how it would happen and that it would 
require the use of at least eight grenades to 
be thrown from the balcony where diplo-
mats or journalists are seated. 

In her defense, since she was called in 
for questioning by the SBU on March 13, 
Ms. Savchenko has said that she was “play-
ing along” with her interlocutors to expose 
their channels and to discover the origin of 
the weapons. 

In Parliament on March 22 before the 
immunity-stripping vote, Ms. Savchenko 
periodically stood opposite the podium 
from which the chief prosecutor spoke; she 
had a steely, unblinking gaze and her arms 
were crossed. She often chuckled to herself 
as she heard the barrage of accusations 
against her.

When it was her turn to address the 
Verkhovna Rada, Ms. Savchenko didn’t 
deny the charges and offered a veiled justi-
fication of why she acted the way she did. 

Brandishing her Hero of Ukraine medal, 
Ms. Savchenko said she will never relin-
quish it or her parliamentary mandate. 

“What’s more valuable? What should be 
betrayed first? Relinquish my mandate and 
leave politics so that you could be happy?” 
she said. “Or reject the Hero of Ukraine like 
so many people want?”

The people of Ukraine, she said during a 
15-minute speech, “want peace on both 
sides” of the war, and “the only evil that 
doesn’t enable peace in Ukraine is the 
Ukrainian government… and the evil out-
side Ukraine that doesn’t want peace is the 
Russian government.”

Since her release in May 2016, Ms. 
Savchenko has called on Kyiv to negotiate 
directly with Russian proxy leaders in the 
occupied Donbas and has accused the pres-
ident of being equally guilty with Russian 
leader Vladimir Putin for the war.

She traveled to the Belarusian capital, 
Minsk, to meet with Moscow-led proxies on 
December 11, 2016. Afterwards, the SBU 
accused her of not notifying the agency of 
her trip abroad as per protocol for national 
lawmakers. Rada Vice-Chair Iryna 
Herashchenko criticized the move as legiti-
mizing the Moscow-controlled proxies and 
complicating efforts to facilitate prisoner 
exchanges.

Ms. Savchenko was expelled from the 
Batkivshchyna Party, led by former Prime 
Minister Yulia Tymoshenko, the next day. 
She was also excluded from Ukraine’s dele-
gation to the Parliamentary Assembly of 
the Council of Europe. 

Ms. Savchenko was subsequently 
removed from the parliamentary Committee 
on National Security and Defense for her per-
ceived actions that undermined Ukraine’s 
national interests. 

After the parliamentary vote to have her 
arrested, Ms. Savchenko met her sister, Vira 
Savchenko, outside. They hugged each 
other and Nadiya Savchenko gave the Hero 
of Ukraine award to her sister. She was met 
by SBU officers once she re-entered 
Parliament and was taken into custody. 

Prosecutor General Lutsenko read and 
signed her notice of suspicion at the SBU’s 
main department in front Ms. Savchenko 
and her lawyer, Andriy Lysenko, press sec-
retary for the prosecutor’s office, reported 
on Facebook. 

A court will later decide whether to 
detain Ms. Savchenko for the two months 
requested by authorities in order to com-
plete their pre-trial investigation. 

(Continued from page 1)
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Indeed, experts say evidence in many of 
these cyberattacks points back to the same 
Kremlin-linked hackers believed to have 
targeted the 2016 U.S. election.

And they fear these may be only the 
beginning, as Russia continues to test new 
cyberwar methods – where else – in 
Ukraine.

More to come

The U.S. intelligence community 
“expect[s] that Russia will conduct bolder 
and more disruptive cyberoperations dur-
ing the next year, most likely using new 
capabilities against Ukraine,” read a world-
wide threat assessment authored by 
Director of National Intelligence Dan Coats 
and published on February 13. “The Russian 
government is likely to build on the wide 
range of operations it is already conducting, 
including disruption of Ukrainian energy 
distribution networks, hack-and-leak influ-
ence operations, distributed denial-of-ser-
vice attacks and false-flag operations.”

And Mr. Coats, a former senator appoint-
ed by President Donald Trump to be the 
United States’ top intelligence official, said 
it was expected that, once Moscow perfects 
new tactics in Ukraine, it will turn them on 
Western countries.

“In the next year, Russian intelligence 
and security services will continue to probe 
U.S. and allied critical infrastructures, as 
well as target the United States, NATO and 
allies for insights into U.S. policy,” he said.

Mr. Coats reportedly told a congressional 
committee the same day the report was 
released that he had already seen evidence 
Russia was targeting U.S. midterm elections 
in November.

“Frankly, the United States is under 
attack,” Mr. Coats added, according to 
Reuters.

Many experts believe the United States 
and its European allies are woefully unpre-
pared for future cyberattacks and have 
called for defenses to be strengthened.

Ukraine’s ‘vulnerabilities’ exposed

In boosting their own defenses, U.S. and 
European officials might look elsewhere for 
inspiration than Ukraine, which has strug-
gled to batten down its proverbial hatches 
in the face of Russian cyberoperations.

In direct response to the Russian cyber-
threat in recent years, Ukrainian institu-
tions have developed special cybersecurity 

units: the Security Service of Ukraine (SBU) 
has an in-house team; the Internal Affairs 
Ministry and National Police created the 
Cyberpolice force led by Mr. Demedyuk; 
there is a Center for Cyberprotection within 
the State Service for Special Communications 
and Information Protection. The Defense 
Ministry has been slower to react but is cur-
rently discussing the creation of cyberunits 
for military purposes and cyberdefense, 
according to Mr. Shymkiv. A ministry spokes-
person told RFE/RL they could not offer 
more specific information.

Coordinating all of Ukraine’s cybersecu-
rity initiatives is the National Security and 
Defense Council (NSDC), which opened a 
new cyber-focused center for doing so last 
month.

Some state companies have also taken 
the initiative. For instance, Ukrainian 
power distributor Ukrenergo, one of the 
main targets of cyberattacks in the past two 
years, said last month that it was investing 
up to $20 million in a new cyberdefense 
system.

But many Ukrainian institutions and 
companies – including those who help lead 
cybersecurity efforts or guard highly sensi-
tive information – fail to communicate or 
coordinate with one another, and remain 
vulnerable to cyberattacks and information 
leaks, according to self-described “pro-
Ukrainian” hackers who spoke to RFE/RL.

One of them, “Sean Townsend,” the 
pseudonymous spokesman and one of the 
founding members of the hacktivist group 
Ukrainian Cyber Alliance, said that a recent 
flashmob organized by him and a dozen or 
so Ukrainian hacktivist colleagues that they 
promoted on social media proved cyberde-
fenses here remain weak.

Mr. Townsend and the Cyber Alliance 
usually focus on Russian targets. But wor-
ried about Ukraine’s cybersecurity, they 
turned their sights toward their own coun-
try in an effort to help find where it might 
be vulnerable and plug whatever holes 
exist.

Mr. Townsend was startled by what they 
found. “There were many cases where 
highly classified information was stored 
simply unprotected,” he said.

For instance, when Mr. Townsend probed 
Energoatom, the state nuclear-power-plant 
operator, he “found vulnerabilities that 
would easily allow hackers to enter the 
[energy] system” of one of its facilities.

Energoatom responded days after the 
Cyber Alliance published some of its find-
ings online, which caused public concern 
about a “new Chornobyl.” The company 

essentially dubbed Mr. Townsend’s findings 
fake news and said it would be “impossi-
ble” to hack the critical energy infrastruc-
ture at its power plants.

Mr. Townsend said he was certain that 
what he found “could be perfectly used to 
penetrate power-station equipment.” As if 
that wasn’t enough of a concern, he added, 
among the power plant’s unsecured com-
puter networks he was able to obtain 
countless gigabytes-worth of sensitive doc-
uments, including the building plans for the 
reactor and information pertaining to 
Westinghouse Electric Co., the U.S.-based 
provider of nuclear fuel to Ukraine.

The story was similar with Ukraine’s 
Defense Ministry. “We found several com-
puters with classified files about Ukrainian 
forces” that could provide their Russian 
counterparts with valuable intelligence, Mr. 
Townsend said.

Unlike Energoatom, the ministry reacted 
quickly. “When we notified our military 
that they have computers leaking data to 
the Internet, they found them and shut 
them down,” Mr. Townsend added.

In all, Mr. Townsend said more than 200 
cases of vulnerabilities were found among 
Ukraine’s state institutions and companies. 
But not all of them have been addressed. In 
fact, responses from companies and institu-
tions where vulnerabilities were discov-
ered were mixed; some thanked the Cyber 
Alliance and addressed the issues, while 
others shrugged or denied their existence.

The Kherson Oblast Administration, 
annoyed by the alliance’s discovery of vul-
nerabilities that would easily allow ill-
intentioned hackers to penetrate its sys-
tem, even filed a criminal complaint against 
the Cyber Alliance with the Cyberpolice.

Mr. Townsend, who said he cooperates 
closely with Mr. Demedyuk and the 
Cyberpolice, also claimed to have found 
vulnerabilities in the systems of the presi-
dential administration and the NSDC, both 
of which he said reacted swiftly and fixed 
the issues.

Mr. Townsend placed much of the blame 
for the inconsistent responses to cyber-
threats on poor communication among the 
various cybersecurity units in government 
institutions plus a “policies for the sake of 
policies” approach by the government. 
“Many of our leaders think we need to sim-
ply write down new rules, enforce them, 
and control how people are executing 
them, and then all will be well,” he said.

Western help

Mr. Shymkiv said the U.S. and Western 
European governments have helped 
Ukraine strengthen its cybersecurity 
through training and financial support, but 
he would like to see much more coopera-
tion.

His “dream,” he said, was to build a U.S.-
led, nongovernmental cybersecurity center 
in Kyiv that would act as a computer emer-
gency-response team for the public while 
also focusing on training.

Mr. Shymkiv said he had discussed the 
idea with Washington officials who found 
the idea “interesting” but have indicated 
there are still some hang-ups preventing 
them from acting on the idea. “Everybody’s 

concerned [with] how many Russian spies 
we have in the government,” Mr. Shymkiv 
said. “That’s why I’m saying, ‘Let’s build this 
from scratch... on the principles and 
approaches defined by the U.S.’ ”

Plus, he added, with Ukraine a regular 
target of Russian hackers, there is a lot the 
United States could learn from its experi-
ence and apply at home.

The U.S. Embassy declined to discuss Mr. 
Shymkiv’s idea on the record, and intelli-
gence officials in Washington could not be 
reached for comment.

There is some movement within the U.S. 
Congress to further help Ukraine in the 
cybersecurity sphere. On February 7, the 
House of Representatives overwhelmingly 
passed the Ukraine Cybersecurity 
Cooperation Act. The Senate introduced a 
mirror version of the bill on February 27.

The bills call for the State Department to 
increase cooperation with Kyiv over shared 
Russian cybersecurity threats by doing sev-
eral things, including: providing Ukraine 
necessary support to increase protection 
on government computers, particularly 
systems that defend critical infrastructure; 
reducing Kyiv’s reliance on Russian tech-
nology; and helping Ukraine to build capac-
ity, expand cybersecurity information shar-
ing and cooperate on international 
response efforts.

That is all music to the ears of Messrs. 
Shymkiv, Demedyuk and Townsend, who 
say replacing outdated equipment will go a 
long way toward protecting Ukraine from 
cyberattacks.

Stealthier, evolving methods

But until those bills become law or simi-
lar help from elsewhere is provided, 
Ukraine must muddle through and remain 
vigilant, which Mr. Shymkiv said meant 
continually educating staff.

In recent months, Mr. Shymkiv said, he 
had noticed stealthier and more sophisti-
cated phishing attempts aimed at the 
Presidential Administration by hackers he 
believes are working in Russia. These 
efforts to extract sensitive information are 
disguised as messages from internal sys-
tems administrators and appear carefully 
crafted to appeal to specific employees, 
himself included.

“They are extremely well done,” Mr. 
Shymkiv said. “[The hackers] are hacking 
our brains. They target people’s trust.”

But if the Russians were trying to hack 
the video link through which President 
Poroshenko was delivering his testimony 
while Mr. Shymkiv spoke, they failed.

As Mr. Poroshenko finished, Mr. Shymkiv 
breathed a sigh of relief. But he said he 
never lets his guard down. “Every day 
[Russian hackers] are trying to collect 
information of our people,” he said. “They 
are trying to get inside our systems... and to 
disrupt us.”

Copyright 2018, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-struggles-
cyberdefense-russia-expands-testing-
ground/29085277.html).

(Continued from page 3)

What’s Ukraine...

DISTRICT COMMITTEE OF UNA BRANCHES OF DETROIT, MI
announces that its

ANNUAL DISTRICT COMMITTEE MEETING

will be held on

Sunday, April 22, 2018, at 1:00 p.m.
at the Ukrainian Cultural Center

26601 Ryan Rd. Warren, MI

Obligated to attend the annual meeting as voting members 
are District Committee O�  cers, Convention Delegates 

and two delegates from the following Branches:

82,174,175, 292,341

All UNA members are welcome as guests at the meeting.

Meeting will be attended by:
Roma Lisovich - UNA Treasurer

Anatole Doroshenko - Honorary Member of the UNA General Assembly

DISTRICT COMMITTEE
Dr. Alexander Serafyn , District Chairman
Olya Hnatievych, Secretary
Olha Maruschak, Treasurer

(NATO), the United Kingdom and the 
United States, military theorists have 
devoted a great deal of attention to and 
reached some key conclusions on the 
nature of “hybrid military actions.” But in 
Russia, to this day, Mr. Bartosh says, there 
has been an incomplete incorporation of 
these ideas, especially with regard to 

defending against hybrid efforts. Instead, 
the Russian military talks about hybrid 
wars offensively, but generally ignores the 
task of defending Russia against their use 
by other powers. That must change, the 
military theorist posits, because the threat 
against Russia is all too real.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 2)

Russian military...
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Fifth annual Ukrainian Heritage Day held at N.J. Devils
by Ihor N. Stelmach

NEWARK, N.J. – The odds were very much in the house’s 
favor when it came to producing the fifth annual Ukrainian 
Heritage Day at the New Jersey Devils on March 4. Thanks 
to the organizing efforts of Myron and Chris Bytz, along 
with strong support from the local professional hockey 
team, this cultural event which started out as a roll of the 
dice has become a sure thing. 

The 16,514 plus persons who congregated at the 
Prudential Center for the first ever NHL game between 
New Jersey and the expansion Vegas Golden Knights all 
came away with a bonus experience: witnessing artistic 
expressions of Ukrainian folk dancing and music. It was as 
if everyone in the building was Ukrainian for at least a few 
minutes if not longer.

The Ukrainian festival got started 90 minutes prior to 
the scheduled opening faceoff at 5 p.m. with free face 
painting, Ukrainian flags (courtesy of the Ukrainian 
National Association) and the first of three sessions of 
dancing and singing in the arena’s main concourse. Master 
of ceremonies Michael Koziupa, a super-active member of 
the Ukrainian American community, kept the program 
humming and the viewers entertained with his well-pre-
pared witty humor and informative tidbits about the per-
formers and their acts.

One of several groups making their debut at this event 
was the Zolotyi Promin Dance Group from Hartford, Conn., 
which captivated the audience with its program of vibrant 

by Ihor N. Stelmach

Ukraine continues to serve as an example of an econom-
ically challenged, struggling nation that rises to shine on 
the world’s Paralympics stage. The limited financial 
resources the Ukrainian government dedicates to the train-
ing and development of disabled/wounded athletes pro-
duced a plethora of outstanding achievements in 
PyeongChang, South Korea, on March 9-18. Ukraine 
amassed a total of 22 medals, fourth most among the 49 
competing countries. 

When factoring in medal values, Ukraine’s seven gold 
medals, seven silvers and eight bronzes put it in sixth place 
overall. Team Ukraine’s total of seven gold medals placed it 
in an overall third-place tie. This result is slightly down 
from 2014, when Ukraine notched 25 medals, but up in 
gold medals from five.

Ukraine excelled in biathlon with 14 medals and cross-
country skiing with eight. The women won eight medals, 
the men took home 13. Ukraine’s final medal victory, a gold 
in the 4x2.5-km mixed relay, had a four-person squad com-
prising three women, Liudmyla Liashenko, Yulia 
Batenkova-Bauman and Oksana Shyshkova, and Iurii Utkin. 
The favored Ukrainian team in the 4x2.5-km open relay 
received a penalty for a violation of start rules, disqualify-
ing it from the podium.

Outstanding individual performers were Oksana 
Shyshkova (five individual medals plus relay), Liudmyla 
Liashenko (three medals plus relay), Ihor Reptyukh (three 
medals) and Vitaliy Lukyanenko, the only Ukrainian to win 
two gold medals. Gold medalist Taras Rad served as flag 
bearer for Team Ukraine at the closing ceremony.

Ukrainian medalists from the final two days of competi-
tion included Shyshkova (silver medal in women’s biathlon, 
12.5-km, visually impaired), Lukyanenko (gold medal in 
biathlon, 15-km, visually impaired), Oleksandr Kazik (sil-
ver medal in biathlon 15-km, visually impaired), Grygorii 
Vovchynskyi (silver medal in cross-country 10-km, classic, 
standing) and Maksym Yarovyi (bronze medal in cross-
country 7.5-km, sitting).

Paralympic profiles:  
two-sport medalists

Oksana Shyshkova was born June 10, 1991, in Kharkiv, 
Ukraine. Her guide is Lada Nesterenko. She won six medals 
at the IPC World Championships in Nordic skiing. The 
26-year-old Ukrainian has competed in the 2010, 2014 and 
2018 Paralympics. In 2010 she won zero medals, in 2014 

she won four bronze medals, three of them in biathlon 
(one in cross-country skiing). In 2018 she won five individ-
ual medals, a gold and two silvers in biathlon plus a silver 
and bronze in cross-country skiing, along with a gold in the 
mixed relay. 

Shyshkova has always accepted the challenge of learning 
new skills. As a youngster she sang in a choir, attended a 
circus school, then moved on to sports, playing soccer and 
competing in athletics. It was the advice of one of her 
coaches that led her to Nordic skiing.

She has established herself as one of the circuit’s top ski-
ers, winning medals at the 2011, 2013 and 2015 World 
Championships, despite not taking up the sport until age 
17. It was no surprise she sat atop the 2017 World Cup 
rankings in women’s visually impaired cross-country ski-
ing and biathlon.

Shyshkova’s three favorite things about skiing are speed, 
personal development and enjoyment. She explained in a 
brief chat with Tim Norris from paralympic.org: “The first 
thing I like about skiing is speed. It is exciting when you 
race faster than the wind, sometimes battling rain or snow 
to get to the finish line. Sport helps me to stay fit and devel-
op my power, coordination and confidence. Last, but not 

least, I simply enjoy what I do. I do not think you can keep 
doing something if you do not like doing it.”

Liudmyla Liashenko was born May 17, 1993, in 
Zaporizhia. She has competed in the 2014 and 2018 
Paralympic Games. She won Ukraine’s first medal in this 
year’s Games. She won three individual medals in 2018, 
two bronze in biathlon and a bronze in cross-country ski-
ing, plus a gold medal in the mixed relay.

Liashenko won five silver medals at the 2015 World 
Championships and collected four podium finishes at last 
season’s World Cup held in Ukraine. She exudes confi-
dence and acknowledged the importance of strong fan 
support in an interview with paralympic.org: “I may not 
use many words, but I believe in myself and will try to 
show good results. I always hope for a medal, I work hard 
for them and this is my goal. Support is a very important 
part of the competition for me. When everybody believes 
in you and is cheering you on, it gives you the power to 
move faster and win.”

Ihor Reptyukh was born June 18, 1994, in Chernihiv. 
He competed in the 2014 Paralympics, winning a silver 

During the Hero of the Game presentation (from left) are: Myron Bytz, Luba Stepaniak with grandson, honoree 
Walter Stepaniak, Ukraine’s Consul General Myroslav Kastran with Tymur Kastran, and Jim Leonard, executive 

vice-president, community affairs, of the New Jersey Devils.

Chris Bytz

(Continued on page 11)

Ukraine finishes 2018 Paralympics with 22 medals
 SPORTS

Ukraine’s Paralympic Team is officially greeted by Prime Minister Volodymyr Groysman as team members were 
welcomed home during their arrival at Kyiv’s Boryspil Airport on March 20.

Vladislav Musienko/UNIAN

(Continued on page 12)
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Ukrainian dances. Choreographed and 
directed by Orlando and Larissa Pagan, the 
ensemble featured dancers age 12 to 24. 

Continuing their goal of educating the 
Ukrainian community and the general pub-
lic about Ukrainian dancing and the culture 
of the Ukrainian people was the Voloshky 
School from Philadelphia. Director Oleh 
Goudimiak brought with him a dance team 
representing the school’s performing group 
that perpetuates Ukrainian culture at com-
munity events. 

Long Island’s Mriya Dance Group made 
its presence felt with Roman Lemkowicz’s 
artistic talents showcasing his organiza-
tion’s 55 years of activity at multi-ethnic 
events throughout the tri-state area.

Na Lemkowyni was one of the two vocal 
groups performing before and during the 
Devils-Golden Knights match-up. Formed in 
2017, this octet of singers performed at the 
70th anniversary of Akcja Wisla in New 
York. Members of the group have toured 
Europe and the U.S. with the folk ensem-
bles Lemkowyna and Kyczera. 

The Ariana Lem Joy Trio, starring 
8-year-old singer/violinist Ariana Matolak, 
with parents Suzi and Jurak, re-imagined 
rich traditional tunes from Eastern Europe 
via their own intriguing arrangements. 
Influenced by their Carpatho-Rusyn 
descent, they featured three-part harmony 
and unique instrumentation.

Ukrainians participating in the actual 
game presentation included Zamboni riders 
Simon and Marcus Bulawski with Tymur 
Kastran, and American national anthem 
singer Miss Matolak, whose rendition hit-
ting all the high notes received much adula-
tion from the near-capacity crowd. 

A Ukrainian honor guard consisting of 
veterans Walter Kovbasniuk and Michael 
H r y c a k ,  O r g a n i z a t i o n  O b o r o n y 
Lemkivshchyny Mykhaylo Chomyk, CYM 
member Stefan Krysyna, Plast members 
Kalyna Yurchuk and Marko Wojicki and 
Ukrainian flag-bearer Lena Howansky pre-
ceded the puck drop at center ice with the 
Devils’ own Ukrainian, Travis Zajac.

The traditional “Hero of the Game” pre-
sentation occurred during the second peri-
od when distinguished Sgt. Walter 
Stepaniak, a U.S. Army and U.S. Air Force 
veteran of two tours in Vietnam, where he 
earned two Purple Hearts, a Bronze Star 
and a Cross of Galantry, was honored for his 
dedicated military service. Mr. Stepaniak 
went on to become a volunteer firefighter, 
serving with distinction in several New 
Jersey towns, while also attaining the rank 
of captain as a N.J. State-certified EMT.

The hockey game itself was a slow-start-

ing affair with a defensive tone until a cou-
ple of power play goals got the two offenses 
going. Taylor Hall scored again, but the 
locals were bested by the league’s newest 
squad from Las Vegas, 3-2. The gamble on 

an expansion club in the Nevada desert has 
paid off big time, with this division leader 
considered a serious Stanley Cup contend-
er in its inaugural year.

The fifth annual Ukrainian Heritage Day 

ended with many Ukrainians meeting on 
the ice for a group photo of over 100 sports 
and cultural enthusiasts. Despite a home-
town loss, everyone attending this event 
went home a winner.

Some of the Ukrainian Americans who attended the New Jersey Devils vs. Vegas Golden Knights game gathered on the ice for a group photo afterwards.
Oksana Sorochan

(Continued from page 10)

Fifth annual...
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want a new Cold War,” adding, “And we do 
not want to be dragged into a new arms 
race. ...It is expensive, it is risky, it is in 
nobody’s interest. But let there be no 
doubt. NATO will defend all allies against 
any threat.” Mr. Stoltenberg’s comments 
come as tensions between the West and 
Russia surge to new heights in the face of 
allegations that Moscow was behind a 
nerve-agent attack against a former 
Russian intelligence officer and his daugh-
ter in the British city of Salisbury. Britain 
says the chemical used in the attempted 
murder was identified as part of a group of 
nerve agents developed by the Soviet mili-
tary known as Novichok. The leaders of 

France, Germany, the United States and 
Britain on March 15 issued a statement 
saying that Russian responsibility is the 
“only plausible explanation” for the poison-
ing of Sergei Skripal and his daughter Yulia. 
The statement called the attack an assault 
on British sovereignty and “a breach of 
international law.” The NATO chief said alli-
ance officials had been briefed by British 
national security leaders and “we have no 
reason to doubt the findings and the 
assessment made by the United Kingdom.” 
Mr. Stoltenberg said that Britain could 
count on “NATO’s solidarity,” although he 
added that the country has not sought to 
activate NATO’s mutual-defense clause, 
Article 5, which requires all members to 
come to the aid of any other member under 
attack. “All allies agree that the attack was a 
clear breach of international norms and 

agreements. This is unacceptable. It has no 
place in a civilized world,” he said. He 
added that the North Atlantic Council 
addressed “this horrific incident” and that 
the allies called on Russia to answer 
Britain’s questions. Mr. Stoltenberg said the 
Salisbury attack has taken place against the 
backdrop of a “reckless pattern” of Russian 
behavior, citing “the illegal annexation of 
Crimea and military support to separatists 
in eastern Ukraine” and the Russian “mili-
tary presence in Moldova and Georgia 
against these countries’ will.” He also 
referred to “meddling” in Montenegro and 
elsewhere in the Western Balkans and 
attempts to “subvert democratic elections 
and institutions.” The NATO chief also 
noted Moscow’s general military build-up 
“from the north of Europe to the Middle 
East.” (RFE/RL, with reporting by RFE/RL’s 
Rikard Jozwiak in Brussels)

Rada approves new chief of NBU

Ukraine’s Parliament has approved 
Yakiv Smoliy as the new chief of the 
National Bank of Ukraine (NBU). After law-
makers approved his nomination on March 
15, Mr. Smoliy vowed to continue reforms. 
“Our goal remains the same. First, to pre-
serve financial stability. Second, to support 
economic development and integration of 
Ukraine’s financial system into the 
European one,” Mr. Smoliy told lawmakers. 
President Petro Poroshenko nominated Mr. 
Smoliy to run the bank in January, ending 
months of uncertainty over the highly polit-
icized position. Mr. Poroshenko’s delay in 
putting forward a candidate following the 
resignation of former governor Valeria 
Hontareva last May caused concern among 
Ukraine’s  backers,  including the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF). Ms. 
Hontareva’s efforts to clean up Ukraine’s 
financial sector irked wealthy oligarchs 
who critics say have treated the country’s 
banks like their private coffers. Ms. 
Hontareva also came under fire from some 
ordinary Ukrainians who blamed her for 
losses they suffered after she was appoint-
ed to follow the IMF advice to partially 
abandon state support for the hryvnia. 
(RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service, with report-

ing by Reuters)

Protesters demand Poroshenko’s resignation

Supporters of opposition politician 
Mikheil Saakashvili demonstrated in Kyiv 
on March 18 to demand the resignation of 
President Petro Poroshenko. Hundreds of 
people gathered in the Ukrainian capital in 
Independence Square, the epicenter of the 
Euro-Maidan protests that drove a 
Moscow-friendly president from power 
four years ago. Activists dismantled parts of 
an exhibit dedicated to Russia’s illegal sei-
zure of Crimea, which protesters claim 
authorities recently erected in order to 
block their antigovernment rallies. Security 
was tightened, with several buses with 
police parked nearby. No incidents 
between police and protesters were report-
ed, though the Ukrainian Internal Affairs 
Ministry said that two people had been 
detained in connection with the disman-
tling of the installation. “In order not to 
escalate the situation, the police did not 
interfere, but recorded the actions of those 
who did it,” the ministry’s press service 
said in a statement posted on Facebook. 
Later on March 18, several dozen protest-
ers picketed outside Mr. Poroshenko’s resi-
dence in the village of Kozin, near Kyiv. 
Activists said that some of the protesters 
were blocked by law enforcement officers. 
(RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service, with report-
ing by UNIAN)

Russian voters blocked from casting ballots

Russian voters in Ukraine were blocked 
from casting their ballots in Russia’s presi-
dential election on March 18, as Ukrainian 
authorities stepped up security outside 
diplomatic facilities and nationalists staged 
anti-Moscow protests. Two days prior to 
the election, in which President Vladimir 
Putin was heading for a landslide win, 
Ukrainian authorities announced that only 
Russian diplomats in Ukraine would be 
allowed to cast ballots at Russian diplomat-
ic missions. The move came in retaliation 
for Russia’s annexation of Crimea, which on 
March 18 voted in a presidential election 

(Continued on page 13)

(Continued from page 2)
NEWSBRIEFS

PROFESSIONALS

TO PLACE YOUR AD CALL WALTER HONCHARYK (973) 292-9800 x3040
or e-mail adukr@optonline.net

SERVICES
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Professional Cleaning Service 
located in Clifton, NJ hiring full time 
maids. We do provide paid on the 
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Натуральні продукти

Award-winning, Certified 
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loved in the UK for 37 years, 
now available in the US.
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Walter Honcharyk, Advertising Manager, 
The Ukrainian Weekly, 973-292-9800, ext 3040.
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Run your advertisement here, 
in The Ukrainian Weekly’s 

CLASSIFIEDS section.

МАРІЯ ДРИЧ
Ліцензований Продавець

Страхування Життя
МАRІA DRICH

Licensed Life Insurance Agent 
  Ukrainian National Assn., Inc.

2200 Route 10, Parsippany, NJ 07054
Tel.: 973-292-9800 ext. 3035

e-mail: mdrich@unamember.com

LAW OFFICES OF 
ZENON B. MASNYJ, ESQ.___________________
In the East Village since 1983

Serious personal injury, real estate 
for personal and business use, 

representation of small and mid-size 
businesses, securities arbitration, 

divorce, wills and probate.
(By Appointment Only)

140 Second Avenue
New York, NY 10003

212-477-3002
zbmasnyj@verizon.net

If 212-477-3002 landline not working, 
please call 201-247-2413

medal in cross-country relay. In 2018 he 
won a silver and bronze in biathlon and a 
gold medal in cross-country skiing. In 2017 
he received the title Master of Sport of 
International Class in Ukraine. At age 5 he 
severely lacerated his left hand in an auto-
mated food slicer, losing all of his fingers. 
Reptyukh got into para sports through ath-
letics and swimming, but could not satisfy 
classification requirements in either. He 
switched to skiing and biathlon, and want-
ed to represent his country at the interna-
tional level in these two sports.

Banking on his experience and analysis 
of past shortcomings, Reptyukh came to 
PyeongChang a physical and mental force 
on the slopes, hoping for his first individual 
medal. He swept the cross-country events 
at the 2017 World Para Nordic Skiing 
Championships, winning two golds in the 
sprint and long distance races, while add-
ing a silver in middle distance. Although his 
biathlon results slipped in the last two 
years, he did win a gold medal in long dis-
tance at the 2015 Worlds and a silver in 
short distance at the 2017 Worlds.

The 2018 Paralympics gave Reptyukh a 
chance to overturn mistakes made in Sochi 
(2014) and gave him the opportunity to 
identify his weaknesses and the depth of 
his abilities. Intense training prior to the 
2018 Games went well thanks to the 
Ukrainian government providing its ath-

letes material aid and a training base. 

Oksana Masters medals
Three weeks after injuring her elbow and 

one day after suffering a fall and withdraw-
ing from a race, Oksana Masters won gold at 
the Paralympics. Masters, a four-time 
Paralympian, won the cross-country sprint 
on the fourth day of competition. She won 
the 1.1-km race by more than two seconds 
over runner-up Andrea Eksau of Germany. 

“I did not believe this would happen,” 
Masters said after the race, according to a 
news release. “I knew that I wasn’t going to 
let yesterday be my last race. I couldn’t 
believe it, but at the same time, I knew I 
had it in me to dig deep a couple more 
times. I could not have done this without 
the USOC medical staff.”

Masters was forced to withdraw from 
the middle-distance biathlon event after 
falling in the race. Earlier in the Games, she 
won silver in the biathlon sprint and 
bronze in the cross-country 12-km. On the 
fifth day of competition, Oksana added a sil-
ver medal in the women’s 12.5-km sitting, 
shooting 20 for 20, 19 seconds behind 
Germany’s Eskau. She proceeded to add to 
her medal collection with yet another gold 
medal finish in the women’s 5-km, sitting.

Masters’ collection of five total medals, 
including two golds, earned her flag bearer 
privileges representing her adopted home 
country, the United States, at the 2018 
Paralympics closing ceremony.

Masters left PyeongChang with a career 
total of eight medals.

(Continued from page 10)

Ukraine fi nishes...
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for the first time since it was taken over in 
2014. Ukrainian police on March 18 guard-
ed the Russian Embassy in Kyiv and consul-
ar offices in Odesa, Lviv and Kharkiv, while 
groups protested the election at Russian 
diplomatic compounds. Members of 
Ukrainian nationalist groups gathered on a 
street near the Russian Embassy in Kyiv, 
having previously pledged to prevent 
Russians from voting in the election on 
Ukrainian territory. In Kharkiv, Russian 
nationals came to their Consulate in that 
eastern Ukrainian city but said they were 
not able to vote. Russia accused Ukraine of 
violating international norms. “It is an open 
interference into the purely domestic 
affairs of the Russian Federation, which can 
entail escalation of tension in the already 
strained bilateral relations,” the Russian 

Foreign Affairs Ministry said in a statement 
quoted by TASS on March 18. Ukraine’s 
National Police said that there were no 
major disruptions of public order in the 
country on March 18. Millions of ethnic 
Russians live in Ukraine, but it is unclear 
how many are registered to vote in Russia. 
France has voiced opposition to the 
Russian presidential voting in Crimea. 
“Challenging borders by force is contrary to 
international law, including commitments 
made by the Russian Federation,” the 
French Foreign Affairs Ministry said in a 
statement on March 18. “Four years after 
the illegal annexation of the Autonomous 
Republic of Crimea and [the city of ] 
Sevastopol, France remains firmly attached 
to the full restoration of Ukraine’s sover-
eignty and territorial integrity within inter-
nationally recognized borders,” the French 
statement said. (RFE/RL’s Ukrainian 
Service, with reporting by TASS, AP, AFP 
and Gazeta.ru)

(Continued from page 12)
NEWSBRIEFS

With sorrow we announce that 

Lidia Tatiana Huk 
passed away on March 13, 2018 in Massachusetts 

after battling Parkinsonism for over 30 years. 
She was born in Dobromil, Ukraine on November 24th to the late Olga and 

Stefan Stefanowycz. She left her homeland at a very young age while 	 eeing 
Russian Communist oppression and spent many years in a displaced persons 
camp in Regensburg, Germany before emigrating to Buenos Aires, Argentina. As 
an older teen, she emigrated to the United States, where she would later meet her 
husband, the late Dr. Michael Huk. They settled in Mountainside, N.J. and raised 
2 children, Andrew and Motria (nicknamed Mona). Lidia worked as a volunteer 
for the American Red Cross chapter in West� eld, NJ, for the Ukrainian Institute of 
America in NYC, as an administrator for her husband’s medical practice and later 
as a realtor. In 1999 she and her husband moved to Cambridge, MA, to be closer to 
their daughter Motria.

Wherever she lived, Lidia was easy to love. She had a very kind and generous 
soul that shined through her sparkling blue eyes. She always had an eye for 
fashion and enjoyed going out in Cambridge, MA, to visit the lovely shops. 
Without being asked, a number of dress shop owners would put aside things 
for her that they thought she would like because they simply wanted to see her 
smile when she came by again.  She loved to dance, and even when she could 
not walk easily she could always get moving if you did the waltz with her. Lidia 
also had a deep love of music and listened to one of her favorite singers, Julio 
Iglesias until the last moments of her life.

She is survived by her beloved sister, Cristina Dulyn, her stepdaughter Camille 
Huk Masier and her husband Roman, her loving son Andrew Huk, her daughter, 
Motria and Cli� ord Edwards and their daughter, Sophia.  Sophia has lived all 10 
years of her life with “Baba Lalya” and seeing Sophia was the biggest source of 
joy in Lidia’s later life.  She also leaves behind her other granddaughters, Olya 
Matkiwsky, Oksana Conroy and their families as well as her nephew Mark Dulyn, 
his wife Tania and their loving children, Stefan, Andrea and Christian, who always 
made “Teta Lalya” smile.  Finally, she leaves a number of cousins throughout the 
United States, Ukraine and Argentina, as well as many wonderful people, who 
became extended family as they helped lovingly care for her throughout the 
years. Lidia was the kind of person who never complained and found pleasure in 
the simple things in life. We will miss her and her sparkling blue eyes very much.

Wake took place on Friday, March 23rd, at the Union Funeral Home, Union NJ, 
from 6:00 to 9:00 pm. with panakhyda at 7:30 pm. Funeral mass was at St. John 
the Baptist Ukrainian Catholic Church in Newark, NJ, on March 24th. 

In lieu of 	 owers, donations may be made in honor of the extraordinary care 
Lidia Huk received at South Shore Hospital and can either be mailed to South 
Shore Health System Foundation, 55 Fogg Road, South Weymouth, MA 02190-
2455 or online at southshorehealth.org/ways-to-give.

May her memory be eternal

On the First Anniversary of the passing 
on March 24, 2017 in Madrid, Spain, of 

Anatole Bohdanowycz
beloved husband of Antonia, 

loving father to Stefan, Natalka, Roman, and Tatiana, 
let us remember him in our thoughts and prayers.

You are also greatly missed by your grandchildren, 
brothers, sister, nephews, nieces, and in-laws. 

Eternal memory. 

DEATH ANNOUNCEMENTS
Death announcements should be sent to the Advertising Department by 

e-mail to adukr@optonline.net or by fax to 973-644-9510.

Deadline: Tuesday noon before the newspaper’s date of issue.

For further information call 973-292-9800, ext. 3040.

The U.S. policy tool kit also includes our 
diplomatic efforts and messaging. These 
should not be underestimated. Special U.S. 
Envoy to Ukraine Kurt Volker’s statements 
and interviews display his keen under-
standing of Russia’s culpability in the 
Donbas and signals to the aggressor that he 
cannot pull the wool over our eyes. In 
recent years, there have been countless 
statements and press releases from the 
State Department, at the United Nations 
and other fora, and in Congress as well. 
Notable are the detailed, factual statements 
by the U.S. Mission to the Vienna-based 
Permanent Council of the Organization for 
Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) 
delivered on a near-weekly basis that do a 
superb job in consistently calling out 
Russia for its ongoing aggression and egre-

gious violations of international principles 
in Ukraine. These reach a variety of audi-
ences that need to hear where the U.S. 
stands. 

Actions such as sanctions and assistance 
matter greatly, but so do words, as words 
often lead to, encourage and reinforce 
actions. Unfortunately, there has been a drop 
in the number of White House statements 
on Ukraine. During the Obama administra-
tion, they were frequent, reflecting Vice-
President Joe Biden’s exceptionally robust 
engagement with Ukraine. Similar engage-
ment by the White House itself, perhaps 
even by Vice-President Mike Pence, who 
undoubtedly understands Ukraine’s key role 
in Western security, would be welcome.

As with any partnership or friendship, 
there is always room for growth, but there 
is no doubt that the United States is a true 
friend of Ukraine and understands that 
Ukraine’s security, independence and 
democracy matter.

(Continued from page 7)

Ukraine’s security...

it for a further three years. We are also very 
proud that the HMC was recognized in 
2017 by the international A’ Design Awards 
Competition (Como, Italy) with a coveted 
Gold A’ Design Award in the Education and 
Training Content category for best 
‘Immersive Learning Experience’ – and we 
plan to put the HMC to this hi-tech creative 
use for the next three years.”

Paul Grod, UCC national president. stat-
ed: “We are grateful to the government of 
Canada for its strong support for 
Holodomor education, which will teach 
Canadians of our shared responsibility to 
stand up to tyranny, oppression and crimes 
against humanity around the world.” 

He added, “This year, we commemorate 
the 85th anniversary of the Holodomor. We 
honor the millions of victims of the 
Holodomor and pay tribute to the survi-
vors, whose courage in sharing their story 
ensured that the terrible Genocide did not 
remain hidden from the world.”

Funding for Holodomor National 
Awareness Tour has also been generously 
provided by the government of Canada, the 
provincial governments of Ontario and 
Manitoba, Temerty Family Foundation, 
Ihnatowycz Family Foundation, Petro Jacyk 
Education Foundation and the Huculak 
Foundation. 

To learn more about the tour and the 
Holodomor Mobile Classroom, readers may 
go to the tour’s website at www.holodo-
mortour.ca, its Facebook page or its Twitter 
account.

(Continued from page 1)

Canada provides...

political aspects of the Minsk agreements 
until there is visible, verifiable and irrevers-
ible improvement in the security situation.”

Mr. Tillerson spoke about how the 
humanitarian cost of the war in the Donbas 
had elevated due to the repeated targeting 
of civilian infrastructure by Russia-led forc-
es. These same forces, he said, continue a 
campaign of attacks and intimidation 
against the Special Monitoring Mission of 
the Organization for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE). He contin-
ued: “The OSCE must be able to fulfill its 
mandate which included monitoring 
throughout the conflict zone and to the 
international border.”

Crimea-related sanctions should remain 
in place, he said, until Russia returns con-
trol of the peninsula to Ukraine. Mr. 
Tillerson lauded Ukraine’s recent reform 
successes, but noted that Ukraine needed 
to implement challenging reforms, increase 
the transparency of the judiciary, strength-
en the banking sector, and pursue corpo-
rate governance reform and the privatiza-
tion of state-owned enterprises. Anti-

corruption efforts should be made a top 
priority for Ukraine. The U.S., he said, 
would continue to support Ukraine in its 
modernization of it armed forces according 
to NATO standards by 2020, including goals 
laid out in the Strategic Defense Bulletin by 
President Petro Poroshenko at the 2016 
NATO summit in Warsaw.

“Russian aggression has not abated. This 
meeting is a clear demonstration of NATO’s 
political support for Ukraine. I encourage 
you to make that support tangible by main-
taining solidarity on sanctions, and by con-
tributing individually to NATO-Ukraine 
Trust Funds [including the Partnership for 
Peace Trust Fund and the Trust Fund of 
Countering Improvised Explosive Devises].” 

Moscow, in its response, accused NATO 
of spreading “the myth of a ‘Russian 
threat’” and the “slander of ‘Russian aggres-
sion’” as a way to unify its members. “The 
U.S. and its allies are obsessed with build-
ing up their military presence on our bor-
ders, justifying it with the need to ‘restrain 
Russia,’” the Russian Foreign Affairs 
Ministry said in a statement.  

Source: “Tillerson at NATO-Ukraine 
Commission: Our ‘support for Ukraine 
remains steadfast,’ ” The Ukrainian Weekly, 
April 9, 2017.

(Continued from page 6)

Turning...
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Дзвонять дзвони Великодні!
Божа Паска вже сьогодні.

Лине пісня із небес.
Радість всім Христос Воскрес!

Христос Воскрес! Воістину Воскрес!

КРАЙОВА ПЛАСТОВА СТАРШИНА США

З НАГОДИ СВЯТА ВОСКРЕСІННЯ, 
КРАЙОВА ПЛАСТОВА СТАРШИНА В США 

вітає 
Всіх укрaїнців нa рідних землях і в діяспорі, Ієрархів 

українських церков і духовенство тa Український уряд, 
Проводи Головної Пластової Ради і Головної Булави, 

Крайову Пластову Старшину в усіх країнах 
де існує Пласт, і всю пластову родину.

� e Executive Committee 
of the Ukrainian National Association

and its newspapers, 
Svoboda and � e Ukrainian Weekly 

extend best wishes for a Happy Easter to the leaders of Ukrainian Churches; 
Ukrainian organizations; the UNA General Assembly; District Committees; 

Branches and members; readers of the UNA publications,
as well as Ukrainian communities in the diaspora and Ukraine.

Christ is Risen!  Indeed He is Risen!
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www.uabpa.org 

Ukrainian American Business 
and Professionals Association 

is wishing its members, supporters 
and the whole Ukrainian community 

a Very 
Happy Easter

Щирі Вітання
з нагоди свят

Воскресіння Христового 
родині, приятелям і пацієнтам 

засилають

д-р Петро Ленчур
і 

д-р Рута Чолган-Ленчур
з родиною

ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС!
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Радісних Свят

Воскресіння Христового

родині, приятелям, знайомим,
Головному Урядові УНСоюзу,
працівникам, управам Округ 

та Відділів

щиро бажають

Стефан і Святослава Качараї
з родиною

Веселих Свят 
Воскресіння Христового

рідним, приятелям і знайомим

бажають

Люба і Юрій 
Вальчуки

to family and friends,  
members of the UNA 
General Assembly,

 Branch Secretaries, and all 
UNA employees.

Yuriy and Nataliya 
Symczyk

Христос Воскрес!    Воістину Воскрес!
Luba Poniatyszyn Keske and Family

UNA Branch 257

Wishing 
you and your family 

an Easter that 
is bright, happy, and � lled 

with the contentment 
of the Lord.

Michael Koziupa 
and Family

Wishing a Happy Easter 
to Members of the General Assembly, District 
Committee Chairpersons, Branch Secretaries, 

UNA members, their friends 
and to all Ukrainians in the 

Diaspora and Ukraine.

John, Olya and Marko 
Czerkas

Wishing you 
a very 

Happy 
Easter

Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection 
and the life. Whoever believes in me, 
though he die, yet shall he live.’’

  John 11:25

To all my family and friends,

Happy Easter
Andrew Gavdanovich with family

CHRIST IS RІSEN!   TRULY HE IS RISEN!

Wishing a Happy Easter 
to all our family and friends

the Puzyk Family 
- Bohdan, Bohdana 

and Alexander
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Wishing 

a very Happy Easter 

to all my family and friends.  

Myron Kolinsky

Best wishes 
to my family and friends.
May your life be blessed 
with joy and prosperity.

Happy Easter!
Mary J. Kramarenko

ВЕСЕЛИХ СВЯТ 
ВОСКРЕСІННЯ ХРИСТОВОГО

РОДИНІ, ПРИЯТЕЛЯМ і ЗНАЙОМИМ

бажають

ЛЮБА і ЯРОСЛАВ ФЕДУНИ з родиною

Радісних Свят
Воскресіння Христового

Родині, Приятелям і Знайомим

бажають

АННА і СТЕФАН МАКУХИ

Веселих Свят
Воскресіння Христового

родині, приятелям
 і знайомим

бажають

д-р Юрій і Христя Демидович
з родиною

Радісних Свят

ВОСКРЕСІННЯ  ХРИСТОВОГО   

бажаю

родині, приятелям,
        членам Головного Уряду,
  як також працівникам

Українського Народного Союзу
та видавництва „Свобода“ 

   і The Ukrainian Weekly.

УЛЯНА ДЯЧУК

д-р МАРТА ЛОПАТИНСЬКА
вітає

Родину, Приятелів і Пацієнтів

із Світлим Празником

Воскресіння Христового
Eyecare MD of New Jersey
261 James St., Suite 2D
Morristown, NJ 07960
(973) 984-3937

ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС!

З радісним Святом

Воскресіння Христового 
сердечно вітаємо 

Рідних, Приятелів і Знайомих.

НЕОНІ ЛЯ СОХАН 
і  син ТАРАС

 

НАТАЛКА та ІГОР ҐАВДЯКИ
з родиною

ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС!

Радісних  Свят

ВОСКРЕСІННЯ  ХРИСТОВОГО
РОДИНІ, ПРИЯТЕЛЯМ

І ВСІМ ЧЛЕНАМ УАКРади

бажають
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Greetings 
and 

Best Wishes 
for a 

Blessed Easter

Христос Воскрес!

Yaroslaw and Karen Chelak
Moye Handling Systems, Inc.

39 Rt 206 Box 785
 Somerville, NJ 08876

908/526-5010 • f 908/707-1686
www.hoistdepot.com

ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС!

Iskra Ukrainian Dance Ensemble and Academy
wishes a 

Blessed Easter 
to its students and their families, supporters 

and the Ukrainian community.

  З радісним Святом

ХРИСТОВОГО ВОСКРЕСІННЯ

сердечно вітаю 

друзів, приятелів і всю 
українську громаду

та бажаю

жити в здоров’ї, радості та любові
з надією на краще майбутнє України.

МИРОСЛАВА МИРОШНИЧЕНКО

Greetings from KLK 
to all our members, family and friends!

May your Easter be � lled with love and peace 
that comes from His resurrection

CHRIST IS RISEN!    INDEED HE HAS RISEN!

 

 

Happy Easter 
to our 

Family and Friends

Christ is Risen! Indeed He is Risen!

Zirka and Myroslaw 
Smorodsky
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та бажає
своїм членам і всій українській громаді Північної Америки,

України і світу духовного скріплення і Божих благ.

НТШ-А щиро вдячне громаді за досьогоднішню підтримку 
наших видавничих та інших наукових проєктів на 

терені Америки й України.

НАУКОВЕ ТОВАРИСТВО ім. ШЕВЧЕНКА в АМЕРИЦІ

            вітає зі святом

ХРИСТОВОГО ВОСКРЕСІННЯ

КРАЙОВА УПРАВА СПІЛКИ УКРАЇНСЬКОЇ МОЛОДІ В АМЕРИЦІ

б а ж а є

Ієрархам Українських Церков, Світовій Управі СУМ, 
всім Управам Осередків та Булавам Відділів Юнацтва СУМ, 

членам і прихильникам та 
Українському Народові в Україні і в діаспорі 

мирних і радісних Великодніх Свят.

ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС!       ВОІСТИНУ ВОСКРЕС!
     За Крайову Управу СУМ:
    Адріан Длябога, Голова        Оля Тимуш, Секретар

We wish all Ukrainians 
throughout the world

A Most Joyous Easter Season!
 

Best wishes to our members and the o�  cers of
our branches, as well as to the leadership of the

Lemko Research Foundation (LRF) and the
World Federation of Ukrainian Lemko Associations (SFULO)!

 

Christ is Risen!    Indeed He is Risen!

The National Board of
The Organization for the Defense of 

Lemkivshchyna (OOL) 

We would also like to invite everyone to the

XVIII Lemko Vatra
to be held

July 7-8, 2018
at Oselia CYM in Ellenville, NY

www.lemko-ool.com

СТАНИЧНА СТАРШИНА
ПЛАСТОВОЇ СТАНИЦІ
В НЬЮ-ЙОРКУ

бажає

УКРАЇНСЬКІЙ ГРОМАДІ, ПЛАСТОВІЙ ФУНДАЦІЇ,
СВОЇМ ЖЕРТВОДАВЦЯМ ТА УСІМ ПЛАСТУНАМ 
І ПРИЯТЕЛЯМ ПЛАСТУ

РАДІСНОГО СВЯТА
ВОСКРЕСІННЯ
ХРИСТОВОГО

www.plastnyc.org

Greetings and best wishes 
for a healthy and blessed Easter 
from the o�  cers and governors 

of the 
Ukrainian American

Bar Association

Вітання та найкращі побажання 
благословенного Великодня
 засилає управа
Асоціації Українських 
Правників Америки
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УКРАЇНСЬКИЙ ІНСТИТУТ 
АМЕРИКИ

вітає щирим

ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС!
ВСЕЧЕСНЕ ДУХОВЕНСТВО

УКРАЇНСЬКИХ ЦЕРКОВ,
УПРАВИ ТА ЧЛЕНСТВО ВСІХ 
УКРАЇНСЬКИХ ОРГАНІЗАЦІЙ

І ВСІХ СВОЇХ ЧЛЕНІВ, ПРИЯТЕЛІВ
ТА ЛАСКАВИХ ЖЕРТВОДАВЦІВ.

2 East 79th Sreet, New York, NY 10075
www.ukrainianinstitute.org

З Воскресінням Христовим
вітаємо

весь український народ в Україні і діяспорі, 
всіх наших членів та прихильників

і бажаємо

В Е С Е Л И Х  С В Я Т

Христос Воскрес!

УКРАЇНСЬКА АМЕРИКАНСЬКА 
КООРДИНАЦІЙНА РАДА

142 Second Avenue, New York, NY 10003
Tel.: (212) 505-1765   •   Fax: (212) 475-8161

During this glorious time of the Resurrection of our Lord
� e Ukrainian Congress Committee of America

would like to extend its warmest greetings 
for a Happy and Blessed Easter to 

� e Hierarchies of the Ukrainian Churches, the Leadership of the 
Ukrainian World Congress, the Executive Boards of our member 
organizations, the boards and members of our UCCA branches 

and Ukrainians throughout the world

Christ Is Risen! Indeed He Is Risen!

Easter represents a time of sacri� ce, and a time of renewal. 
� e symbolism of Christ sacri� cing his own earthly life so that we may receive 
an eternal one, is reminiscent of the sacri� ces, that our brothers and sisters in 

Ukraine are making everyday, o� en with their own lives, for the sake of freedom.
During this Easter Season, may the Lord grant our brethren in Ukraine 

the strength to stand united against those who would compromise Ukraine’s 
freedom and territorial integrity, and to provide them with the fortitude 

to continue their struggle for the right to realize their aspirations 
to live in a democratic and European country.

May the Risen Son of God keep all of us in His care and protect us from all evil.

З нагоди

СВІТЛОГО ПРАЗНИКА
ВОСКРЕСІННЯ ХРИСТОВОГО

щиро вітаємо

СВОЇХ ЧЛЕНІВ, УКРАЇНСЬКУ ГРОМАДУ, а зокрема
НАЧАЛЬНОГО ПЛАСТУНА, ПЛАСТОВІ ПРОВОДИ,

УПРАВУ ПЛАСТ-ПРИЯТУ, ВСІХ ФУНДАТОРІВ,
ДОБРОДІЇВ та ЖЕРТВОДАВЦІВ

ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС!
ВОІСТИНУ ВОСКРЕС!

ДИРЕКЦІЯ ПЛАСТОВОЇ
ФУНДАЦІЇ В НЮ-ЙОРКУ
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УПРАВА ТА АДМІНІСТРАЦІЯ 
УКРАЇНСЬКОГО МУЗЕЮ

бажають своїм членам, жертводавцям, 
землякам в Україні і поза Україною

Веселих 
Свят
Воскресіння 
Христового

The Ukrainian Museum
222 East 6th Street, New York, NY 10003
Tel. 212-228-0110 • Fax: 212-228-1947
E-mail: info@ukrainianmuseum.org
Web site: www.ukrainianmuseum.org

 
З нагоди 

Христового Воскресіння 
Екзекутива та Рада Директорів

Злученого Українського Американського 
Допомогового Комітету

шле щирий привіт і святочні побажання Ієрархам 
і духовенству Українських Церков, нашим добродіям 

і жертводавцям, членам ЗУАДК-у і всім нашим 
братам і сестрам по цілому світі.

 Нехай Всемогучий Господь обдарує всіх щедрими ласками.

Христос Воскрес!    Воістину Воскрес!

Екзекутива ЗУАДК-у

United Ukrainian American Relief Committee, Inc.
1206 Cottman Ave,  Philadelphia, PA 19111
Tel. 215-728-1630  •  Fax. 215-728-1631

e-mail: uuarc@verizon.net  •  web site: www.uuarc.org

Visit us at 
www.ucef.org

� e Ukrainian Catholic University 
and the Ukrainian Catholic Education Foundation 
wish you much happiness during this joyous time. 
May the miracle of this Easter season bless your 

heart, your home and those you love!

   

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Orphans Aid Society

136 Second Ave., Suite 504, New York, NY   10003
www.oasukraine.org  •  oasnyo@gmail.com

Orphans’ Aid Society
extends to our

members, benefactors, supporters
and the Ukrainian community
best wishes for a Blessed Easter

Christ Is Risen!      He Truly Has Risen!
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ЩИРОСЕРДЕЧНІ ПОБАЖАННЯ

РА ДІСНИХ СВЯТ
ХРИС ТОВОГО ВО СКРЕСІННЯ

для української громади
засилає

DNIPRO LLC
Тел.: 908 241-2190       888 336-4776

Радісних свят
Воскресіння Христового

Рідним, Приятелям і Клієнтам

щиро бажають

ОЛЕГ ЛАЗІРКО з дружиною ГАНУСЕЮ,
донею ХРИСТИНОЮ і сином АНДРІЄМ;

НАТАЛКА ЛАЗІРКО ФАРРЕЛ з донею ІВАНКОЮ

OLYMPIC COMMUNITY MARKET
122 40th Street, Irvington, NJ

Tel.: (973) 375-3181 • oleh@comcast.net

Michigan
Ukrainian Selfreliance Michigan
Federal Credit Union
26791 Ryan Road
Warren, MI 48091
T: 877. POLTAVA
Branch o�  ces:
Hamtramck, MI
www.usmfcu.org

Michigan
Ukrainian Future Credit Union
26495 Ryan Road
Warren, MI 48091
T: 586.757.1980
Branch o�  ces:
Hamtramck, MI
West Bloom� eld, MI
www.ukrfutcu.org

New Jersey
Nova UA Federal Credit Union
851 Allwood Road
Cli� on, NJ 07012
T: 1-844-7NOVAFCU
Branch o�  ce:
Botany Village; Cli� on, NJ
www.novafcu.com

Pennsylvania – New Jersey
Ukrainian Selfreliance
Federal Credit Union
1729 Cottman Avenue
Philadelphia, PA 19111
T: 888.POLTAVA
Branch o�  ces:
Feasterville, PA; 
Jenkintown, PA;
Philadelphia, PA; Trenton, NJ
www.ukrfcu.com

Pennsylvania
Ukrainian Selfreliance
of Western Pennsylvania
Federal Credit Unon
95 South Seventh Street
Pittsburgh, PA 15203
T: 412.481.1865
www.samopomich.com

Connecticut-Massachusetts
Ukrainian Selfreliance New England
Federal Credit Union
21 Silas Deane Highway
Wethers� eld, CT 06109
T: 800.405.4714
Branch o�  ces:
West� eld, MA; New Britain, CT
www.usnefcu.com

Illinois – New Jersey
Selfreliance Ukrainian American
Federal Credit Union
2332 West Chicago Ave.
Chicago, IL 60622
T: 888.222.UKR1
Branch o�  ces:
Newark, NJ; Jersey City, NJ;
Whippany, NJ; 
Palatine, IL; Bloomingdale, IL;
Chicago, IL
www.selfreliance.com

Maryland
Selfreliance Baltimore
Federal Credit Union
2345 Eastern Avenue
Baltimore, MD 21224
T: 410.327.9841
 www.srbfcu.org

New York
Self Reliance (NY)
Federal Credit Union
108 Second Avenue
New York, NY 10003
T: 888.SELFREL
Branch o�  ces:
Kerhonkson, NY; Uniondale, NY;
Astoria, NY; Lindenhurst, NY
www.selfrelianceny.org

New York – Connecticut
SUMA (Yonkers)
Federal Credit Union
125 Corporate Blvd.
Yonkers, NY 10701
T: 888.644.SUMA
Branch o�  ces:
Spring Valley, NY; Stamford, CT;
New Haven, CT; Yonkers, NY
www.sumafcu.org

New York – New Jersey
Ukrainian National
Federal Credit Union
215 Second Avenue
New York, NY 10003
T: 866.859.5848
Branch o�  ces:
South Bound Brook, NJ
Brooklyn, NY; Perth Amboy, NJ
www.ukrnatfcu.org

New York – California
Massachusetts – Ohio – 
Oregon – Washington
Ukrainian Federal Credit Union
824 Ridge Road East
Rochester, NY 14621
T: 877.968.7828
Branch o�  ces:
Bu� alo, NY; Amherst, NY; 
Albany, NY; Syracuse, NY; 
Webster, NY; Boston, MA; 
Cleveland, OH; Portland, OR; 
Sacramento, CA; Seattle, WA; 
Vancouver, WA
www.ukrainianfcu.org

Ohio
Cleveland Selfreliance
Federal Credit Union
6108 State Road
Parma, OH 44134
T: 440.884.9111
Branch o�  ces:
North Canton, OH; Lorain, OH
www.clevelandselfreliance.com 

ЦЕНТРАЛЯ УКРАЇНСЬКИХ КООПЕРАТИВ АМЕРИКИ (ЦУКА)
UKRAINIAN NATIONAL CREDIT UNION ASSOCIATION

2315 W. Chicago Ave.,  Chicago, Illinois 60622  •  Tel. 773 489-0050  •  www.uncua.com

Christ is Risen!           He Truly has Risen!
Wishing a Blessed Easter to the leadership, employees and all the members of Ukrainian credit 

unions. May the risen Christ fill your heart with joy, bring you hope and bless you with peace.

Ukrainian American 
Cultural Center of New Jersey

60 North Je� erson Road, Whippany, NJ 07981

wishes

Happy Easter
to all its members, guests, patrons 

and the entire Ukrainian community.

Christ is Risen! Indeed He is Risen!
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SUMA (YONKERS) FEDERAL CREDIT UNION
125 Corporate Blvd, Yonkers, NY 10701

1-800-644-SUMA • 914-220-4900
memberservice@sumafcu.org

ФЕДЕРАЛЬНА КРЕДИТОВА КООПЕРАТИВА СУМА 
в ЙОНКЕРСІ, Н.Й.

разом зі своїми філіями 
вітає

всіх своїх шановних членів, приятелів та 
українську громаду в Йонкерсі, Н.Й., Спрінґ Валі, Н.Й., 

Стемфорді, Кoн., Ню-Гейвені, Кон., та околицях
з радісним святом

ХРИСТОВОГО ВОСКРЕСІННЯ!

Бажаємо усім доброго здоров’я, миру і спокою,
успіхів у житті та праці на добро українського народу.

ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС!   ВОІСТИНУ ВОСКРЕС!

Члени Дирекції, комісії та працівники 
Федеральної Кредитової Кооперативи СУМА

C S F C U

ФЕДЕРАЛЬНА КРЕДИТОВА 
КООПЕРАТИВА „САМОПОМІЧ“

у Клівленді, Огайо 
з нагоди

СВІТЛОГО ХРИСТОВОГО ВОСКРЕСІННЯ
в і т а є

Український народ у вільній Україні, Ієрархів і Духовенство Українських 
Церков, Проводи українських організацій в Україні та в діяспорі, 

Українську світову Кооперативну Раду та Централю Українських 
Кооператив Америки, всіх своїх членів та все українське громадянство.

ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС!
Дирекція, Комітети 

й Працівники

Вже 47 років обслуговуємо українську громаду в США.

21 Silas Deane Highway, Wethersfi eld, CT 06109
Tel.: 800-405-4714 • 860-296-4714 • Fax: 860-296-3499

New Britain, CT Branch
270 Broad Street, New Britain, CT 06053
Tel.: 860-801-6095, Fax: 860-801-6120

Westfi eld, MA 01085
103 North Elm Street, Westfi eld, MA 01085

Tel.: 413-568-4948, Fax: 413-568-4747

 Вже дзвони весняні у серці лунають
 До свят Великодніх приготовляють.
 Бажаєм безгрішно і радісно жити,
 Людей поважати і Богу служити.

А потім по святах про себе подбайте:
Ідіть в Кредитівку та гроші вкладайте.
Пенсійний рахунок Вам всім допоможе
В достатку прожити – любий із Вас може.

ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС!
Запрошуємо Вас і Вашу родину, що мешкають

в околицях Ню-Інґланд, завітати до нашої Кредитівки.
Дозвольте нам полагодити Ваші фінансові справи.
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Щирі побажання

ВЕСЕЛИХ 
І ЩАСЛИВИХ СВЯТ

ВОСКРЕСІННЯ ХРИСТОВОГО!

ЮЛІЯН і МАРІЯ
БАЧИНСЬКІ

власники

EAST VILLAGE MEAT MARKET, INC.
139 SECOND AVENUE (bet. 8 & 9 Streets)

NEW YORK CITY 
Tel.: (212) 228-5590

2200 Route 10 West, Suite 109, Parsippany, NJ 07054

Tel.: 973 538-3888 • Fax: 973 538-3899
Будьмо ближче до України!

Веселих 
та 

Щасливих Свят
Воскресіння Христового

РОДИНІ, ДРУЗЯМ і ВСІЙ УКРАЇНСЬКІЙ ГРОМАДІ

щиро бажає

МИХАЙЛО СТАЩИШИН
з родиною

власник фірми

International Trade, LTD
e-mail: roxolanaltd@roxolana.com

web:www.roxolana.com

Wishing 

a Happy Easter

to all our family, 

friends and clients

Roman Tabatchouk 
and family

ROMAN TABATCHOUK, ESQ.
Licensed in NJ & NY

2200 Route 10, Suite 104 
Parsippany, NJ 07054 

www.tabalaw.com

P: 973-854-0917
F: 888-392-5704

e: roman@tabalaw.com

РАДІСНИХ СВЯТ

ХРИСТОВОГО ВОСКРЕСІННЯ

РОДИНІ, ПРИЯТЕЛЯМ І КЛІЄНТАМ

            бажають

МАРІЙКА і МИКОЛА ДРОБЕНКО
       з дітьми 
       власники АРКИ

89 E. 2nd Street, (near 1st Ave.)
New York, NY 10009
Tel.: (212) 473-3550

Х Р И С Т О С  В О С К Р Е С !

ВЕСЕЛИХ СВЯТ
ВОСКРЕСІННЯ ХРИСТОВОГО

–  б а ж а є – 

Українській громаді

ЛИТВИН i ЛИТВИН
УКРАЇНСЬКЕ ПОХОРОННЕ ЗАВЕДЕННЯ

Theodore M. Lytwyn, Manager
License #3212

UNION FUNERAL HOME
1600 Styuvesant Ave. (corner of Stanley Terr.)

Union, NJ 07083 • Tel.: 908-964-4222
www.unionfuneralhome.com

ВЕСЕЛИХ  СВЯТ
ВОСКРЕСІННЯ  ХРИСТОВОГО

вельмишановним клієнтам, друзям та знайомим

– бажає –

родина Козіцьких
власники

DUNWOODIE TRAVEL BUREAU
125 Corporate Blvd., Ste 300, Yonkers, NY 10701

Tel.: 914-969-4200
e-mail: alesia@dunwoodietravel.com
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Through April 22 Art exhibit, “Silence” by Oleksiy Lytvynenko, Ukrainian 
New York Institute of America, www.ukrainianinstitute.org or 
 212-288-8660

March 26 Presentation by Talia Zajac, “A Rus’ Princess in 13th 
Cambridge, MA Century Poland: Cultural and Political Connections 
 Between the Courts of Krakow and Galicia-Vlolhynia
 during the Reign of Duchess Gremislava,” Harvard
 University, www.huri.harvard.edu 

March 27 Ukrainian Canadian Film Festival, screening of “Myth: 
Ottawa What Has Wasyl Slipak Died For,” Assumption of the
 Blessed Virgin Mary Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral,
 www.kino-fest.ca or www.ucc.ca

March 31 Easter Bazaar, Holy Trinity Ukrainian Catholic Church, 
Kerhonkson, NY 845-647-6911

April 2 Presentation by Tamara Martsenyuk, “Ukrainian 
Cambridge, MA Women at War: From Women’s Sotnya to Invisible 
 Battalion,” Harvard University, www.huri.harvard.edu

April 6-8 Film screening, “Julia Blue” by Roxy Toporowych, 
Phoenix, AZ Phoenix Film Festival, www.phoenixfilmfestival.com

April 6-8 Film screening, “Julia Blue” by Roxy Toporowych, 
Cleveland Cleveland International Film Festival,
 www.clevelandfilm.org

April 7 Concert, “Shades of Love,” with soprano Karyl Ryczek, 
New York clarinetist Anthony McGill, violinist Solomiya Ivakhiv, 
 and pianists Wayman Chin and Tanya Bannister, 
 Ukrainian Institute of America, 
 www.ukrainianinstitute.org or 212-288-8660

April 10 Presentation by Anne Applebaum, “The Ukrainian
Stanford, CA  Famine Reconsidered: Why It Happened – and Why It
 Matters.” Koret-Taube Conference Center, Stanford
 University, https://creees.stanford.edu

April 10 Book talk, “Odessa Revisited” by Patricia Herlihy and 
Cambridge, MA Vlad Davidson, Harvard University,
 www.huri.harvard.edu

April 14-15 St. Thomas Pilgrimage weekend, St. Andrew Ukrainian
South Bound Brook, NJ Cemetery, Metropolia Center of the Ukrainian
 Orthodox Church of the U.S.A., www.uocofusa.org

April 22 Concert by pianist Serhiy Salov, The Lyceum, The 
Alexandria, VA Washington Group Cultural Fund, www.twgcf.org

April 28 70th anniversary celebration, Ukrainian Institute of
New York America, 212-288-8660 or www.ukrainianinstitute.org

April 29 Dinner and dance, Ukrainian National Women’s League 
Fort Lauderdale, FL of America (Branch 17), Grateful Palate, 786-216-4464 
 or osperckacz@aol.com

April 29 Ottawa Trade and Business Show, Ukrainian Canadian 
Ottawa Professionals and Businesspersons Association, 
 Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary Ukrainian
 Orthodox Cathedral, www.ucpbaottawa.ca 

April 29 Concert, Skai, Neck of the Woods,
San Francisco www.facebook.com/events/1178744235593129

May 4 Art exhibit, “Behind the Lines” by Ola Rondiak, 
New York Ukrainian Institute of America, 212-288-8660 or 
 www.ukrainianisntitute.org

May 5 Wedding bread-baking workshop, with instruction by 
New York Bohdanna Slyz, Lubow Wolynetz and Larysa Zielyk, 
 The Ukrainian Museum, www.ukrainianmuseum.org or 
 212-228-0110

Entries in “Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to events 
advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome submissions 
from all our readers. Items will be published at the discretion of the editors 
and as space allows. Please send e-mail to mdubas@ukrweekly.com.

� e Ukrainian National Women’s League of America
Miami Branch 17

invites you to attend 

Sunday, April 29, 2018, at 5-9pm
Grateful Palate

3003 NE 32nd Ave., Fort Lauderdale, Fl 33308 

$75 per person • $85 at the door

RSVP by April 22, 2018 to:
Olha Sperkacz      (786) 216-4464
           osperkacz@aol.com.
Oresta Hamersky (845) 641-5441 
           alexander3174@gmail.com

Make checks payable to UNWLA 17 
Submit in person on Sundays - Assumption BVM Church, Miami, FL
or mail to: Patricia Krysa, 2900 N Course Dr., #302, Pompano Beach, FL 33069

Donations welcome for the Aid to Ukrainian War Victims Fund

Dinner, Zabava and Silent Auction Fundraiser
to bene� t the Aid to Ukrainian War Victims Fund

Are you a supporter of our Publication Endowment Fund?

In May 2014, the Ukrainian National Association established the Publication 

Endowment Fund, thus taking a step toward ensuring the continuing good work and 

service to the community at large of its two most important fraternal benefits: The 

Ukrainian Weekly and Svoboda.
To contribute to the endowment and secure these newspapers’ future, donors 

should make checks payable to the Ukrainian National Foundation, the UNA’s charita-

ble arm, with the notation in the memo line: FBO (that’s short for “for the benefit of”) 

Publication Endowment Fund. Checks should be mailed to the UNA Home Office at 

2200 Route 10, Parsippany, NJ 07054.
Thank you for your anticipated support!
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 ANNUITIES ANNUITIES ANNUITIES ANNUITIES ANNUITIES ANNUITIES
PREMIER NINE*  

ALSO AVAILABLE:
SELECT SEVEN – 3.5%*
STARTER FIVE – 3.0%*

*  First-year rate.  
   All annuity rates are subject to change.  
   Not available in all states

2200 Route 10, Parsippany, NJ 07054 
General Information: 800-253-9862 • Fax: 973-292-0900
www.UkrainianNationalAssociation.org 
facebook.com/UkrainianNationalAssociation

STARTER FIVE – 3.0%*STARTER FIVE – 3.0%*STARTER FIVE – 3.0%*

*  First-year rate.  
   All annuity rates are subject to change.  

Ukrainian National Association, Inc.

SECOND-YEAR RATE – 3.0%

Check out 

and its online edition at

and subscribe 
for only $40 
a year!

The Ukrainian Weekly, 
founded in 1933, is published by 

the Ukrainian National Association.
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