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WASHINGTON – Eugene Czolij, president 
of the Ukrainian World Congress (UWC), 
participated in a panel discussion at the 
Atlantic Council in Washington on Tuesday, 
March 20.  The focus of the two-part panel 
was the price tag of the Kremlin’s aggres-
sion in Ukraine.  

Mr. Czolij, partner at the Lavery law firm, 
based in Montréal, along with other panel-
ists including attorneys, economists and 
business leaders, spoke of the legal and 
international conditions for financial com-
pensation and loss of future assets due to 
war.  

Coinciding with the panel discussion, the 
Atlantic Council’s Dinu Patriciu Eurasia 
Center Resident Senior Fellow Dr. Anders 
Asland issued a report titled “Kremlin 
Aggression in Ukraine:  The Price Tag,” in 
which the author states:  “Since the annexa-
tion [of Crimea], Russia has carried out 
extensive confiscation of public and private 
property, which it has referred to as 
‘nationalization’ under Russian Federation 
legislation.”  The report can be found on the 
Atlantic Council’s website. 

Following the Atlantic Council panel, the 
UWC president met with the U.S. special 

Ukrainian World Congress president, 
visiting D.C., speaks on Kremlin’s aggression

(Continued on page 22)

by Mark Raczkiewycz

KYIV – In a unified policy decision, 27 
countries and the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization (NATO) banished 151 Russian 
diplomats over the alleged assassination 
attempt of former Russian double agent 
Sergei Skripal and his daughter in England. 

Moscow has denied it was behind the 
March 4 attack in Salisbury that United 
Kingdom authorities suspect was commit-
ted using a lethal nerve agent developed by 
the Russian government. 

Ukraine ejected 13 Russian envoys – a 
move that it had been “preparing” to do 
“for some time but… decided to act now in 
coordination with our friends and partners 
in the democratic transatlantic community 
of which we are a part,” according to 
Foreign Affairs Minister Pavlo Klimkin.

Kyiv took further action on March 27 
when the Security Service of Ukraine, or 
SBU, said it had banned the 23 Russian dip-
lomats that the U.K. expelled in response to 
the Salisbury attack. 

U.K. Prime Minister Theresa May said 
the “largest collective expulsion of Russian 
intelligence officers in history” had severely 
“dismantled” Moscow’s spy network while 
addressing her nation’s Parliament. 

America threw out 60 diplomats – more 
than any country. Forty-eight were ordered 
to vacate the Russian Embassy in 
Washington, in addition to 12 more who 
were identified as Russian intelligence offi-
cers at the United Nations in New York. In 

addition, Russia’s Consulate in Seattle will 
be closed over concerns that its personnel 
spy on a nearby submarine base and 
Boeing manufacturing facilities. 

“Today’s actions make the United States 
safer by reducing Russia’s ability to spy on 
Americans and to conduct covert operations 
that threaten America’s national security,” the 
White House said in a March 26 statement. 
“The United States stands ready to cooperate 
to build a better relationship with Russia, 
but this can only happen with a change in 
the Russian government’s behavior.”

Russia responded by saying that “all 
responsibility for the consequences of 
destroying Russia-U.S. relations lies squarely 
with the United States of America” in a tweet 
by Ambassador Anatoly Antonov, who is a 
former deputy foreign and defense minister. 

In a show of unity, 18 of the European 
Union’s 28 countries expelled 35 Russian 
diplomats this past week. 

NATO banished seven Moscow envoys 
and denied pending accreditation requests 
for three other workers at the Russian 
Mission in Brussels. 

NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg 
said the measure was intended to show 
Vladimir Putin, Russia’s longest-serving 
leader since Joseph Stalin, “that there are 
costs and consequences for its unaccept-
able and dangerous pattern of behavior.”

More trans-Atlantic unity was but-
tressed by Canada. Ottawa expelled four 
Russian envoys. 

Over 150 Russian envoys ejected worldwide
after Skripal poison attack in England

(Continued on page 15)

Eugene Czolij (center), president of the Ukrainian World Congress, participates in a 
panel discussion at the Atlantic Council titled:  “Kremlin Aggression in Ukraine:  The 

Price Tag.”
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Bodies of 134 victims of Soviet terror given proper burial in Ivano-Frankivsk
Euromaidan Press

On March 24, 134 bodies of victims of 
Soviet terror in the western Ukrainian city 
of Ivano-Frankivsk were given a proper 
burial, Ukrinform reported.

The victims were killed during the 
Communist terror of 1939-1941. They 
were discovered in the summer of 2017, 
when, while laying cables along the street, 
engineers stumbled upon several human 
remains. Judging by certain features of the 
burial site, scholars tend to believe that the 
remains belong to victims executed by the 
NKVD – the People’s Commissariat for 
Internal Affairs, the Soviet secret police 
organization from 1934 to 1946. The 
Bolsheviks used to bury their victims in 
ditches and hollows, without bothering to 
dig a deeper pit, which is why the remains 
were found so easily.

“Research on the spot continues, which 
is why the discovered graves are not the 
last ones. Our Christian duty is not only to 
preserve the memory of those events, but 
to honor those who suffered from the 
Communist regime,” Ihor Kinash, head of 
the Internal Policy department of the 
Ivano-Frankivsk City Council, said during 
the re-burial ceremony.

After a burial ceremony performed by 
local priests, the bodies were buried at 
Demianiv Laz, a mass burial site of victims 
of Soviet killings committed in the wake of 
the Nazi takeover of Stanislaviv (modern-
day Ivano-Frankivsk) in 1941. At least 524 
local Polish and Ukrainian captives (includ-
ing 150 women with dozens of children) 
were shot by the NKVD and buried in sev-
eral mass graves dug by the prisoners 
themselves in a small gorge outside of the 
city.

At the requiem service for 134 victims of Soviet terror (1939-1941) performed by local 
clergy in Ivano-Frankivsk.

Yuriy Rylchuk/Ukrinform

Ukraine expels 13 Russian diplomats

Th
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NATO expelling staff at Russian mission 

NATO  S e c re t a r y  G e n e ra l  J e n s 
Stoltenberg stated, “The attack in Salisbury 
was the first use of a nerve agent on NATO 
territory. On March 14, NATO allies made 
clear their deep concern, and condemna-
tion of this reckless breach of international 
norms. Since then, intensive consultations 
have taken place among allies, including 
here at NATO and in capitals. Those consul-
tations have resulted so far in the expulsion 
of over 140 Russian officials by over 25 
NATO Allies and partners.” Mr. Stoltenberg 
explained, “This is a broad, strong and 
coordinated international response. And as 
part of that response, NATO is unified in 
taking further steps. I have today with-
drawn the accreditation of seven staff at 
the Russian Mission to NATO. I will also 
deny the pending accreditation request for 
three others. And the North Atlantic 
Council has reduced the maximum size of 
the Russian Mission to NATO by 10 people, 
in line with my decision. This will bring the 
maximum size down to 20.” He further 
noted: “This sends a clear message to 
Russia that there are costs and conse-
quences for its unacceptable and danger-
ous pattern of behavior. ...Our actions 
reflect the serious security concerns 
expressed by all Allies, and are part of the 
coordinated international effort to respond 
to Russia’s behavior. They are proportion-
ate, and in line with our legal obligations.” 
(Ukrainian Canadian Congress Daily 
Briefing)

UCC welcomes Russian diplomats’ expulsion

The Ukrainian Canadian Congress (UCC) 
on March 26 welcomed the expulsion of 
four Russian diplomats by Canada in 
response to the recent chemical attack in 
Salisbury, United Kingdom, perpetrated by 
the Russian Federation. The expulsions 
were announced by Canada’s Minister of 
Foreign Affairs Chrystia Freeland. In addi-
tion to the four expulsions of diplomats 
known to be Russian intelligence officers, 
three applications by Russia for additional 
diplomatic staff in Canada were denied. 
“The Russian Federation continues to dem-
onstrate its contempt for international law, 
the sovereignty of states, and the principles 

upon which the international order is 
based,” stated Paul Grod, national president 
of the UCC. “The threat to peace posed by 
the Russian Federation must be met with a 
strong and united response from Canada 
and allied nations.” The UCC went on to call 
on the government of Canada and allied 
nations to: 1. Use the tools provided by the 
Magnitsky Act to implement sanctions 
against Russian officials responsible for the 
abuse of the human rights of Ukrainian citi-
zens illegally imprisoned by Russia; 2. Hold 
Parliamentary hearings on Russian inter-
ference in elections abroad and Russian 
disinformation campaigns; 3. Implement 
wide-ranging economic sanctions against 
Russia, including the removal of Russia 
from the SWIFT international payments 
system. (Ukrainian Canadian Congress)

Pretrial detention for Savchenko 

A Ukrainian court has authorized the 
detention in pretrial custody of lawmaker 
Nadiya Savchenko, a celebrated former mil-
itary pilot accused of plotting a terrorist 
attack on Parliament with grenades and 
automatic weapons. The Shevchenko 
District Court on March 23 ordered that 
Ms. Savchenko be held for two months 
pending an official investigation into the 
case. Ms. Savchenko told the court she was 
innocent, that the charges against her were 
politically motivated, and that her detain-
ment on March 22 at Ukraine’s Parliament 
was “illegal.” She also announced that she 
was starting a hunger strike. The court’s 
ruling to keep Ms. Savchenko in custody 
until May 23 came a day after fellow law-
makers voted to strip her of her immunity 
from prosecution and authorized her 
arrest. Prosecutor General Yuriy Lutsenko 
has accused Ms. Savchenko and alleged 
accomplice Volodymyr Ruban of plotting to 
overthrow the government and carry out a 
“large-scale terrorist attack” in central Kyiv 
as well as kill senior officials. Mr. Ruban 
was detained earlier in March while cross-
ing into government-controlled territory in 
eastern Ukraine, allegedly with large 
amounts of weapons and ammunition hid-
den in a shipment of furniture. Ms. 
Savchenko said at the hearing on March 23 

(Continued on page 14)

 ANALYSIS

by Nikolai Holmov
Eurasia Daily Monitor 

Vasyl Hrytsak, the head of the Security 
Service of Ukraine (known by its Ukrainian-
based acronym as SBU), announced on 
March 9 that a prominent public figure, in 
collusion with the Moscow-backed leader-
ship of the Donetsk People’s Republic (DPR), 
part of the temporarily occupied territories 
of the Donbas, had been systematically 
transporting weapons from the regions 
beyond Kyiv’s control into government-con-
trolled Ukraine (Ssu.gov.ua, March 9).

The authorities arrested Volodymyr 
Ruban on March 8, as he was entering gov-
ernment-controlled Ukraine. Inside the 
vehicle he was driving, the security services 
found a significant arsenal, ranging from 
Kalashnikov assault rifle and rocket-pro-
pelled-grenade (RPG) rounds to explosives, 
tens of thousands of rounds of ammunition 
and a mortar, all hidden among furniture 
(Liga.net, March 9). This was clearly far 
more weaponry than Mr. Ruban could use 
alone. He is suspected by law enforcement 
of plotting terrorist attacks and assassina-
tion attempts against high government offi-
cials in Ukraine (Censor.net.ua, March 20).

Since his apprehension by the authori-
ties, Mr. Ruban has appeared in court. 
Verkhovna Rada National Deputy Nadiya 
Savchenko, most famous for her capture by 
the separatist forces in the Donbas and 
subsequent imprisonment in Russia, 
attended his court hearing. Ms. Savchenko 
stated she would personally stand surety 
for Mr. Ruban if he received bail. Instead, he 
was remanded to 60 days in custody 
(Censor.net.ua, March 20).

Mr. Ruban was well known to the SBU. 
For several years, he ran a civil-society orga-
nization seemingly dedicated to the swap-
ping of captives on either side of the Donbas 
contact line. He had previously drawn the ire 
of the security services for falsely identifying 
himself as an SBU general and even claiming 
to represent the agency in negotiations with 
the separatists (Bykvu.com, January 16, 
2016). He illegally entered the temporarily 
occupied territories on February 24, 2017, 
along with National Deputy Savchenko (Liga.
net, February 27, 2017).

In fact, Mr. Ruban came to the SBU’s atten-
tion even before the start of the war with 
Russia. He was allegedly long involved with 
Ukrainian Choice, a pseudo-non-governmen-
tal organization (NGO), financed by 
Ukrainian oligarch Viktor Medvedchuk, 
designed to promulgate Kremlin-friendly 
propaganda. According to the SBU, Mr. Ruban 
later played a part in pushing efforts for fed-
eralizing Ukraine in line with the designs 
pushed by the Kremlin. “We have materials 
that refer to Ruban’s connection with 
Ukrainian Choice; he worked actively with 
them until 2014. Now, he distances himself 
from it,” the SBU’s head, Mr. Hrytsak assert-
ed, pointing to evidence gathered from 
online social networks (Ssu.gov.ua, March 9).

Ukrainian Prosecutor General Yuriy 
Lutsenko confirmed that Mr. Ruban’s 
recent stop, search and arrest did not hap-
pen by chance (Interfax, March 9). Footage 
from a hidden camera apparently planted 
inside the vehicle Mr. Ruban was using to 
smuggle weapons appeared on social 

media. Moreover, Mr. Lutsenko noted that 
the authorities knew this was not Mr. 
Ruban’s first weapons smuggling trip. A 
previous successful monitoring mission by 
the security services observed Mr. Ruban 
transporting weapons to government-con-
trolled Ukraine and secretly storing them in 
the central-western city of Khmelnytskyi 
(YouTube, March 23). It quickly became 
clear that the case was not an isolated inci-
dent, but rather the result of a broader, 
long-running covert SBU operation.

Both the size of Mr. Ruban’s smuggled 
arsenal and the Ukrainian authorities’ March 
9 statements regarding the plot’s alleged tar-
gets suggest a much larger conspiracy. The 
Verkhovna Rada was to be hit by a mortar 
attack. Moreover, the plan seemed to involve 
the elimination of essentially the entire polit-
ical leadership of the state security and law 
enforcement agencies – the president, inter-
nal affairs minister, National Security and 
Defense Council secretary and the prosecu-
tor general. All this indicated that further 
arrests were sure to come.

On March 12, the SBU carried out 25 
searches across Ukraine, apparently uncov-
ering weapons, propaganda material, 
explosives and other evidence of subver-
sive activities (Pravda.com.ua, March 12). 
That same day, the SBU requested that Ms. 
Savchenko come in for questioning. 
However, at 4 a.m. she had left for Europe, 
according to her to testify about the 
Ukrainian leadership’s corruption and ille-
gal activities (112.international, March 20).

On March 15, Prosecutor General 
Lutsenko announced he would seek to 
remove the parliamentarian’s immunity 
from arrest, detention and prosecution via 
a vote in the Verkhovna Rada. And by 
March 20, Anton Herashchenko, an advisor 
to the internal affairs minister, published 
the full indictment against Ms. Savchenko 
on his Facebook page (Facebook.com/
anton.gerashchenko, March 20). Two days 
later, the prosecutor general made a 
28-minute presentation to the Ukrainian 
Parliament, showing a video of both Ms. 
Savchenko and Mr. Ruban prima facie 
involved in plotting serious offenses. Mr. 
Lutsenko made it clear to the lawmakers 
that there were many megabytes of surveil-
lance and signals intelligence (SIGINT) 
material to buttress the state’s case 
(YouTube, March 23). Whether or not the 
evidence shown to the Verkhovna Rada 
was contextually accurate or manipulated, 
the video unmistakably shows Ms. 
Savchenko and Mr. Ruban.

Ms. Savchenko left Yulia Tymoshenko’s 
Batkivshchyna Party in October 2016, 
though she remained a national deputy 
(UNIAN, December 13, 2016). Since then, 
allegations arose that she may have also 
fallen under Mr. Medvedchuk’s patronage. 
Indeed, along with Mr. Ruban, all three 
were involved, officially or otherwise, in the 
release and exchange of captives in eastern 
Ukraine (UNIAN, March 23, 2018).

The Verkhovna Rada overwhelmingly 
voted to strip Ms. Savchenko of her immu-
nity based upon the evidence put before it 
on March 22. She was subsequently 
detained by the SBU. Appearing before a 
court the following day, Ms. Savchenko 
denounced the authorities’ case against her 
as political persecution and announced a 
hunger strike (Pravda.com.ua, March 23). 
She was remanded in custody without bail 
until May 20 (Interfax, March 23).

While the impending trials of Mr. Ruban 
and Ms. Savchenko are bound to grab the 
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Correction
In our editorial “Our ‘kredytivky’ – our 

mainstays” (March 25), the first name of 
SUAFCU Board Chairman Michael Kos was 
mistakenly rendered as Roman. A correc-
tion has been made online.
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West finally begins to understand 
that appeasement won’t work

by Paul Goble

The expulsion of over 140 Russian diplo-
mats by the governments of 27 countries in 
response to Moscow’s actions in the Skripal 
case show that the West is finally beginning 
to understand that appeasement won’t 
work with Vladimir Putin either, according 
to Ukrainian commentator Vitaly Portnikov.

If Mr. Putin’s goal was to transform 
Russia into an international outcast 
denounced by the civilized world, Mr. 
Portnikov says, one must acknowledge that 

he has finally achieved “undoubted suc-
cess… in the 19th year of his rule and on 
the eve of his fourth term” but not for lack 
of trying earlier (graniru.org/opinion/
portnikov/m.268708.html).

On March 26, he writes, “the Western 
world came out as a real front of diplomatic 
attack on Putin’s Russia” while the list of 

those who weren’t prepared to expel 
Russian diplomats looks “more like a list of 
dependence rather than ‘the non-aligned 
movement.’ ” There were also many in the 
countries from which they were expelled 
who didn’t want this to happen.

But the new reality is that such people 
were not able to prevent it, because of “the 
reputations of their countries and their 
own reputations and about the future role 
of countries and politicians in the arrange-
ment of forces in the West. Only those too 
tightly tied up with Kremlin money and 

contracts could ignore this.” 
Now a new Western unity has 

been forced and it is time to 
think about what to do next, Mr. 
Portnikov says, “because it is 
clear that the expulsion of diplo-
mats is only a signal, only a dem-
onstration of an existing consen-
sus, only an invitation not so 
much to dialogue as to good 
sense.”

The Kremlin is unlikely to 
leap at the chance, not least of all 

because “the West has been so delayed in 
its solidarity.” It should have taken this 
action immediately after Russia attacked 
Ukraine. “But at that time, Western capitals 
preferred to give the impression that this 
was only some post-Soviet conflict that in 
no way touched the interests and security 
of the West itself.”

This marks a fundamental change from 
the West’s response to Mr. Putin’s aggres-
sion in Ukraine beginning in 2014. Then 
the West beseeched the Russian president 
not to intervene in the Ukrainian mainland 
after he annexed Crimea. “Naturally,” Mr. 
Portnikov says, “that was something he 
ignored.” 

And thus “instead of helping the new 
Ukrainian authorities defend their country 
from an aggressor,” the West made that 

 WINDOW ON EURASIA

Quotable notes
“Vladimir Putin and the Russian officials doing his bidding must face severe conse-

quences for their destabilizing activities around the world. The announcement of the 
expulsion of dozens of Russian intelligence officers is the latest sign that the U.S. is 
fighting back against Russian aggression and nefarious global actions. This 
announcement comes on the heels of U.S.-imposed sanctions for election meddling. 
We must respond strongly to Russia – its government does not share our interests or 
values and has succeeded in sowing discontent in the United States and among our 
greatest allies. We must continue to denounce and punish Putin’s actions without 
hesitation.” 

– Rep. Leonard Lance (R-N.J.) in a statement released on March 26 in reaction to the 
expulsion of Russian intelligence officers from the United States and the shuttering of 
the Russian Consulate in Seattle.

“It is encouraging that the Trump administration, in coordination with our allies in 
France, Germany, the U.K., and other countries of the EU, expelled Russian diplomats 
in response to the Skripal poisoning. This is important because allied unity is one of 
our greatest advantages in dealing with Kremlin aggression and provocations. The 
administration’s decision, not just to expel 60 Russian diplomats, but especially to 
close the Russian Consulate in Seattle, will make it much harder for Moscow to con-
duct espionage in the United States.  

“While excellent, the coordinated trans-Atlantic action against Moscow should not 
be an excuse for the U.K. to rest after its expulsion of 23 Russian diplomats. The 
Skripal attack is the second known Kremlin chemical weapon strike on British terri-
tory. That requires a much stronger reaction than expelling 23 diplomats. Let’s hope 
that vested interests in London do not prevent the imposition of British sanctions. If 
we want to see an end to such violations of sovereignty, the United States and others 
in Europe should coordinate with London to place additional sanctions on Russia.”

– Former U.S. Ambassador to Ukraine John Herbst, director of the Atlantic Council’s 
Eurasia Center, commenting on March 27.

UCCA

NEW YORK – The Ukrainian Congress 
Committee of America (UCCA), the largest 
grassroots representation of Americans of 
Ukrainian descent, welcomed the passage 
and signing into law on March 23 of the 
Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2018, 
which stipulates that “not less than 
$420,700,000 shall be made available for 
assistance for Ukraine.”

Furthermore, an additional $200 million 
was appropriated to provide assistance in 
2018 for total of $620.7 million available 
once all the provisions are accounted for.   
The latter sum will go towards continued 
funding of the ‘‘Ukraine Security Assistance 
Initiative,” including training, equipment, 
lethal weapons of a defensive nature, logis-
tics support, supplies and services, sustain-
ment, and intelligence support to the mili-
tary and national security forces of Ukraine.

Sen. Rob Portman (R-Ohio), co-chair of 
the Senate Ukraine Caucus, announced that 
this bipartisan legislation “sends a clear 
signal that the United States will stand up 
for its allies and interests and hold Russia 
accountable for its behavior.”

The UCCA expressed thanks to advo-
cates for greater U.S.-Ukraine relations in 

sending yet another signal of unity in the 
face of Russian aggression. This legislation 
follows an unprecedented sequence of U.S. 
support for Ukraine, beginning with the 
enactment of the Ukraine Freedom Support 
Act (2014), as well as the Ukraine Security 
Assistance Initiative (2015), the Countering 
Disinformation and Propaganda Act (2016) 
and the Countering America’s Adversaries 
Through Sanctions Act (2017).

As with the most recent appropriation 
bills signed into law, the legislation will once 
again forbid appropriated funds from being 
made available for “(a) the implementation 
of any action or policy that recognizes the 
sovereignty of the Russian Federation over 
Crimea or other territory in Ukraine; (b) the 
facilitation, financing, or guarantee of 
United States government investments in 
Crimea or other territory in Ukraine under 
the control of Russian-backed separatists, if 
such activity includes the participation of 
Russian government officials, or other 
Russian owned or controlled financial enti-
ties; or (c) assistance for Crimea or other 
territory in Ukraine under the control of 
Russian-backed separatists, if such assis-
tance includes the participation of Russian 
government officials, or other Russian 
owned or controlled financial entities.” 

UCCA welcomes additional aid to Ukraine  
in Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2018

Back in 2014, instead of 
helping Ukraine defend 
itself from an aggressor, 
the West made that more 
difficult and thus allowed 
Vladimir Putin to move  
forward with his plans.

Paul Goble is a long-time specialist on 
ethnic and religious questions in Eurasia 
who has served in various capacities in the 
U.S. State Department, the Central 
Intelligence Agency and the International 
Broadcasting Bureau, as well as at the Voice 
of America and Radio Free Europe/Radio 
Liberty and the Carnegie Endowment for 
International Peace. The article above is 
reprinted with permission from his blog 
called “Window on Eurasia” (http://windo-
woneurasia2.blogspot.com/). (Continued on page 23)

by Christopher Miller
RFE/RL

KYIV – The European security organiza-
tion responsible for monitoring the deadly 
conflict between government forces and 
Russia-backed separatists in eastern Ukraine 
will reintroduce its long-range drone pro-
gram more than a year and a half after it was 
dropped due to repeated shoot-downs. 

The Organization for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe’s Special Monitoring 
Mission to Ukraine (OSCE SMM) said in a 
statement that it will officially relaunch the 
program on March 28, near the govern-
ment-controlled eastern Ukrainian city of 
Kostyantynivka. 

The drones will help “augment and com-
plement its monitoring activities and to 
overcome impediments to monitoring in 
eastern Ukraine,” it said. 

The announcement comes amid fresh 
reports of what a Ukrainian volunteer mili-
tary group alleges is a new Russian elec-
tronic-warfare system deployed near the 
frontline of the ongoing conflict. 

The OSCE SMM long-range drone pro-
gram was nixed in August 2016 after sever-
al of its drones were downed by rifle fire, 
surface-to-air missiles and military-grade 
electronic jamming equipment. The organi-
zation has continued to fly mid- and short-
range drones with more limited abilities.

The OSCE at the time did not assign 
responsibility for the drone downings, cit-
ing a lack of access to the crash sites, 
according to Foreign Policy magazine. But 
senior U.S. and Ukrainian officials said the 
Russia-backed separatists had shot the 
drones down to conceal their actions.

The OSCE SMM told RFE/RL in e-mailed 
comments that the organization had signed a 
new service contract and will be resuming 
long-range drone operations with the Shiebel 
Camcopter S-100 after a testing phase.

The monitoring mission said it could not 
disclose “for commercial reasons” how 
many unmanned aerial vehicles it would be 

using, but it said the size of the fleet “will 
allow the SMM to support its efforts to 
monitor the situation equally on both sides 
of the contact line in Donetsk and Luhansk 
region.”

The Shiebel Camcopter S-100 drones, 
which could fly up to 150 kilometers, 
played a crucial role in spotting artillery 
attacks, troop advances, and the position-
ing of prohibited weapons – all violations of 
a three-year-old ceasefire deal known as 
Minsk II, which has not ended the war. 

More than 10,300 people have been 
killed since it broke out in April 2014, after 
Russia seized Ukraine’s Crimean peninsula 
and stoked separatism in the east following 
the ouster of Moscow-friendly President 
Viktor Yanukovych, whose decision to 
scrap a landmark agreement with the 
European Union prompted massive pro-
tests in Kyiv.

The OSCE SMM describes itself as an 
unarmed, civilian mission with an around-
the-clock presence in all regions of Ukraine. 
Its main tasks are to observe and report 
impartially on the situation throughout the 
country and to facilitate dialogue among all 
parties to the conflict. A majority of its hun-
dreds of monitors are positioned in war-
torn eastern Ukraine, where the Russia-
backed separatists hold parts of the 
Donetsk and Luhansk oblasts.

The revival of the OSCE SMM’s long-
range drone program comes amid reports 
suggesting the separatists have employed 
what may be a new electronic-warfare sys-
tem.

On March 20, the Ukrainian NGO Come 
Back Alive published a drone video show-
ing footage filmed by a drone over a sepa-
ratist outpost near the separatist-con-
trolled city of Horlivka. Spotted in the foot-
age is what appears to be an electronic-
warfare system of unknown origin which 
flashed a light toward the drone that 
caused it to temporarily lose control.

Ukraine conflict monitors relaunch 
long-range surveillance drone program

(Continued on page 22)
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UCCA chairs Ohio nationality leaders meeting with Sen. Portman
UCCA

CLEVELAND – U.S. Sen. Rob Portman 
(R-Ohio) met with representatives of Ohio’s 
nationalities communities at a gathering on 
Monday, March 19, chaired by the presi-
dent of the Ukrainian Congress Committee 
of America (UCCA), Andriy Futey.

The meeting, organized by the American 
Nationalities Movement of Ohio, was 
attended by over 35 representatives of the 
Ukrainian, Polish, Lithuanian, Latvian, 
Estonian, Jewish, Czech, Slovenian, German, 
Slovak, Bulgarian, Greek, Italian, Macedonian, 
Hungarian and Lebanese communities and 
was held at the Lithuanian Community 
Center in Cleveland. 

At the meeting, Sen. Portman reaffirmed 
the necessity of a strong U.S. foreign policy 
and a united NATO alliance in the face of 
Russian aggression in Ukraine, as well as the 
global threat posed by Russian actions 
around the world. He reiterated his position 
that sanctions against Russia need to be 

strengthened, and that those sanctions must 
remain in place until Russia withdraws all of 
its covert and overt forces and equipment 
from Ukraine and de-occupies the sovereign 
territory of Ukraine, including Crimea. 

He further stressed the need to provide 
Ukraine with the necessary weapons and 
equipment to defend itself, and praised the 
Trump Administration’s decision to send 
Javelins and other military equipment and 
instructors to Ukraine. 

The senator also devoted time to discuss 
the issue of Russian disinformation and the 
Senate’s efforts to combat it. Along with 
Sen. Chris Murphy (D-Conn.), Sen. Portman 
introduced legislation to help American 
allies counter foreign government propa-
ganda from Russia and other countries. The 
Countering Foreign Propaganda and 
Disinformation Act was signed into law as 
part of the National Defense Authorization 
Act (NDAA) for Fiscal Year 2017.

Mr. Futey thanked Sen. Portman for his 
leadership as co-chair of the Senate 
Ukraine Caucus and for his consistent 
efforts in support of Ukraine. He also 
stressed the importance of maintaining a 
“strong coalition” among the various 
nationality communities and urged all to 
keep working together. 

Sen. Portman has visited Ukraine on sev-
eral occasions and continues to be actively 
engaged with ongoing political, economic 
and military developments in Ukraine. He 
is also the co-founder and co-chair of the 
Senate Ukraine Caucus and on October 19, 
2016, received the UCCA’s Shevchenko 
Freedom Award.

In addition to UCCA President Futey, the 
Ukrainian community of Ohio was repre-
sented at the meeting by Anna Barrett of 
the United Ukrainian Organizations of Ohio 
and Andrew Fedynsky of the Ukrainian-
Museum Archives.

Members of the American Nationalities Movement of Ohio with Sen. Rob Portman (R-Ohio).
Caryn Candisky

Sen. Rob Portman (right) with UCCA President Andriy Futey.

UWC president visits Belgium to strengthen support for Ukraine 
UWC

TORONTO – Ukrainian World Congress 
(UWC) President Eugene Czolij recently 
completed a working visit to Brussels, 
Belgium, where he participated in events of 
the European Parliament and met with 
high-ranking officials of the European 
Union with the goal of strengthening sup-
port for Ukraine.

On February 27, Mr. Czolij was co-chair 
and addressed an event titled “Human 
Costs of Russian aggression in Ukraine” 
that was organized in the European 
Parliament (EP) by the chair of the EP 
Subcommittee on Security and Defense, 
Anna Fotyga, with the support of the direc-
tor of the UWC Mission to International 
Organizations in Brussels, Maryna 
Iaroshevych.

Speaking at the event were Ukrainian 
defenders Oleg Kuzminykh, Sergiy 
Nedashkivskyy and Oleh Fedorchuk, who 
informed the audience about the Russian 
aggression in eastern Ukraine.

Also speaking were Vice Prime Minister 
of Ukraine for European and Euro-Atlantic 
Integration Ivanna Klympush-Tsintsadze 
and Members of European Parliament Ms.  
Fotyga, Petras Auštrevičius, Mark 
Demesmaeker and Tunne Kelam. 

In his address, Mr. Czolij noted that the 
Russian Federation has seized 7.2 percent 
of the territory of eastern Ukraine and via 
its military actions has contributed to the 

deaths of 11,000 people, including 2,500 
civilians. Its war in Ukraine has also result-
ed in 23,000 wounded and 1.6 million 
internally displaced persons. In addition, 
Russian aggression has negatively impact-
ed the lives of close to 4.4 million 
Ukrainians of the 6.6 million living in the 
Donbas. 

The UWC president focused attention on 
the gross violations of the human rights of 
Ukrainians in the Donbas and Crimea, add-
ing that at the present there are over 100 
Ukrainian hostages in the Donbas and over 

60 Ukrainian political prisoners in the 
Russian Federation and Crimea. 

Mr. Czolij also highlighted the intensifi-
cation of Russian aggression in eastern 
Ukraine and cited specific data from 
reports by the Organization for Security 
and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE), specifi-
cally: the increase in ceasefire violations 
from 320,130 in 2016 to 401,336 in 2017; 
the increase in instances when weapons in 
violation of Minsk withdrawal lines were 
observed from 3,099 in 2016 to 4,065 in 
2017; the increase in impediments to the 

free movement of OSCE monitors from 
1,950 instances in 2016 to 2,422 in 2017. 

He noted that the hybrid aggression of 
the Russian Federation is also being fur-
thered in the West. Evidence of this is seen 
in: powerful cyberattacks, including the 
spreading of the NotPetya virus in Europe, 
Asia and the Americas costing billions of 
dollars; meddling in electoral processes, 
particularly in the U.S. and France; destabi-
lization of processes in neighboring coun-
tries; and acts of terrorism and mass disin-
formation. 

Citing the provision of defensive lethal 
weapons by Canada and the U.S. to Ukraine, 
Mr. Czolij called upon European Union 
member states to bolster those endeavors 
with concrete measures that could effec-
tively contribute to stopping Russia’s 
hybrid aggression.

Mr. Czolij also participated in a confer-
ence titled “Eastern Ukraine: A Forgotten 
Humanitarian Crisis after Four Years of 
Conflict,” which was organized by the 
European Commission and the United 
Nations in Brussels, as well as an event in 
support of Ukraine, “Laboratory of 
Ukraine,” organized by the Office for 
Ukrainian Research Centers in Brussels.

Over three days, the UWC president had 
a series of meetings with high-ranking EU 
officials during which he encouraged the 
international community to combat the 

At the European Parliament event discussing “Human Costs of Russian Aggression 
against Ukraine.”

UWC

(Continued on page 20)
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by Myron Kolinsky

BRIDGEPORT, Conn. – The Connecticut District Committee of the 
Ukrainian National Association, which encompasses UNA branches in 
Ansonia, Bridgeport, Hartford, New Britain, New Haven, Stamford and 
Willimantic, Conn., as well as Ludlow, Mass., organized a wellness and 
nutrition presentation by Dr. Petrusia Kotlar on Sunday, March 18, at 
Holy Protection of Blessed Virgin Mary Ukrainian Catholic Church Hall 
in Bridgeport. 

Topics covered by Dr. Kotlar included ethno-nutrition, seasonal eat-
ing, nutritional trends in 2018 and alternatives to chemical medicine. 
Dr. Kotlar has previously discussed this topic in New Haven, as well as 
in Whippany, N.J., with UNA members and their guests. Some 25 people 
attended her presentation in Bridgeport.

Dr. Kotlar, a chiropractor, is a well-known alternative health care pro-
vider who has been practicing for 33 years. Her holistic wellness prac-
tice in New York encompasses spinal health, nutrition, exercise and api-
therapy.

       THE UKRAINIAN NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FORUM       T

 ANNUITIES ANNUITIES ANNUITIES ANNUITIES ANNUITIES ANNUITIES
PREMIER NINE*  

ALSO AVAILABLE:
SELECT SEVEN – 3.5%*
STARTER FIVE – 3.0%*

*  First-year rate.  
   All annuity rates are subject to change.  
   Not available in all states

2200 Route 10, Parsippany, NJ 07054 
General Information: 800-253-9862 • Fax: 973-292-0900
www.UkrainianNationalAssociation.org 
facebook.com/UkrainianNationalAssociation

STARTER FIVE – 3.0%*STARTER FIVE – 3.0%*STARTER FIVE – 3.0%*

*  First-year rate.  
   All annuity rates are subject to change.  

Ukrainian National Association, Inc.

SECOND-YEAR RATE – 3.0%

Some of those who attended the UNA-sponsored presentation on wellness and nutrition with Dr. 
Petrusia Kotlar (fourth from right).

Wellness and nutrition are topic of presentation in Bridgeport

THE UNA: 124 YEARS OF SERVICE TO OUR COMMUNITY

Mission 
Statement

 The Ukrainian National Association exists:
 • to promote the principles of fraternalism; 
 • to preserve the Ukrainian, Ukrainian American and Ukrainian Canadian
  heritage and culture; and 
 • to provide quality financial services and products to its members.

As a fraternal insurance society, the Ukrainian National Association reinvests its earnings for the benefit 
of its members and the Ukrainian community.
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By now, all our subscribers and many others have had a chance to peruse the 
latest Ukrainian Debutante Balls supplement published in this newspaper. This 
year’s deb issue, published on March 18, featured nine debutante balls held in the 
states of Illinois and New Jersey (two balls each), Michigan, Ohio, New York and 
Pennsylvania on beautifully laid out color pages. Highlighted, of course, were the 
debutantes and their escorts in formal group photos, as well as in photographs of 
the official presentations and the dances that followed. We’ve received quite a 
few compliments on this year’s edition of this perennially popular issue – our 
18th annual, in case you’re keeping count. In comparison, last year’s deb issue 
(issue date: April 2, 2017) featured six balls, held in Ohio, New Jersey, New York, 
Pennsylvania and Illinois.

These debutante issues are produced thanks to great cooperation with debu-
tante ball organizers who each year send in stories and high-quality photos about 
their gala events in time for publication before the Easter season. (That is why, for 
example, this year’s issue came out in March, while last year’s was in April – it’s 
all about when Easter falls according to the Gregorian and the Julian calendars.)

We offer them a sincere and enthusiastic thank-you for working with us on 
this yearly special project. And we thank them for sharing more than just the sin-
gle formal group photograph. It’s wonderful to see photos of our young people 
enjoying this well-established tradition of debutante balls. For that, the photogra-
phers also deserve huge thanks.

Next up: Our annual supplement called “A Ukrainian Summer.” The 2017 edi-
tion of that special section comprised 24 full-color pages. (See our May 7, 2017, 
edition, which is available online at www.ukrweekly.com.) As is the case each 
year, the focus is on a variety of summertime activities, most of them geared 
toward the younger generations of our community, plus travel features, cultural 
offerings, and sports and educational opportunities. Among the features was a 
calendar listing 51 – yes, fifty-one – Ukrainian festivals to be held across North 
America during the period of May through September of 2017.

Again, such an undertaking would not be possible without the cooperation of 
our readers and our community organizations who respond to our annual invita-
tion to send information about Ukrainian things to do during the summer season. 
Look for the advertisement of the upcoming 2018 issue on page 24, and do send 
shares what’s planned in your part of Ukrainian North America.

And, for Ukrainian Independence Day, which is marked on August 24, we’ll 
reprise an idea from last year, whereby we invited our Facebook friends to send 
in photos and captions of how they celebrated the holiday wherever they were. 
We published a selection of the responses – choosing the most interesting or 
notable submissions – a few days after the celebrations. (See our issue dated 
September 3, 2017. By the way, our personal favorite was a photo of Lesya 
Hrycenko of Lafayette, La., with the Ukrainian national flag unfurled atop one of 
the tallest peaks in the Smoky Mountains. Her sister Darya of Westminster, Colo., 
took the Ukrainian Independence Day photo against a stunning natural back-
drop.) This year, we hope to receive even more submissions from interesting ven-
ues, so look for our invitation as the holiday approaches. 

Dear Readers: We conclude this editorial by saying “thank you” to our partners 
– you – as we look forward to continuing and expanding our cooperation.

  The Ukrainian Weekly

Ten years ago, on April 4, 2008, the three-day NATO summit 
in Bucharest concluded with NATO committing to eventual 
membership in the alliance for Ukraine and Georgia. Both coun-
tries sought Membership Action Plans, but the alliance post-
poned approval of that decision. 

The NATO Bucharest Summit Declaration stated: “NATO wel-
comes Ukraine’s and Georgia’s aspirations for membership in NATO. We agreed today that 
these countries will become members of NATO. Both nations have made valuable contri-
butions to alliance operations. We welcome the democratic reforms in Ukraine and 
Georgia and look forward to free and fair parliamentary elections in Georgia in May. MAP 
is the next step for Ukraine and Georgia on their direct way to membership. Today we 
make clear that we support these countries’ applications for MAP. Therefore, we will now 
begin at a high political level to address questions still outstanding, pertaining to their 
MAP applications. We have asked foreign ministers to make a first assessment of progress 
at their December 2008 meeting. Foreign ministers have the authority to decide on the 
MAP applications of Ukraine and Georgia.”

The decision by NATO was the first time in the alliance’s 59-year history that it 
announced a political commitment to inviting countries to become members in due 
course. This commitment was made prior to the two aspirant countries embarking on the 
MAP process. Prior to this, all MAP countries went on to become members of the alliance; 
but the process was not automatic.

This decision turned a tactical defeat into a major strategic success for Ukraine, Georgia 
and their North American and European supporters, Dr. Zbigniew Brzezinski commented. 
German-led attempts to block the MAPs gave Moscow an indirect veto through Berlin on 
the decision. However, pro-MAP countries mustered sufficient critical mass to turn the 
tables on the naysayers and win the debate. The technical issue of MAPs was shifted 
toward a political issue of membership for Ukraine and Georgia in NATO, he added.

April
4

2008

Turning the pages back...

Paschal proclamation of the Permanent 
Conference of Ukrainian Orthodox Bishops 
Beyond the Border of Ukraine to the Beloved-
of-God Pastors, Venerable Monastics, and all 
the Faithful Children of the Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church in the Diaspora and in 
Ukraine.

“It is the day of Resurrection, let us be 
illumined O people! Pascha, the Lord’s 
Pascha; for Christ God has led us from death 
unto life, and from earth to heaven, as we 
sing a song of victory.” (Paschal Canon)

Very Reverend and Reverend Fathers! 
Dear Brothers and Sisters!

Christ is Risen!
Today the visible and invisible worlds 

rejoice, today human voices unite them-
selves with the voices of the Holy Angels 
who glorify the Savior of the world, Christ, 
risen from the dead. By His resurrection 
Christ opened to us the path to eternal and 
blessed life. He, as the Sun of Righteousness, 
shines His Divine Radiance upon the entire 
universe, pouring out the rays of His salvific 
light on all who with faith and love 
approach Him.

St. Gregory the Theologian, in his pas-
chal sermon, declares: “Pascha – this is the 
feast of feasts and the festival of festivals, 
which outshines all other solemnities as 
much as the sun outshines the stars.” 

The entire Orthodox world has just 
recently experienced the events of Passion 
week. All we Orthodox Christians have spir-
itually experienced the derision and suffer-
ing which Christ experienced during the 
final days of His earthly life. One of His dis-
ciples betrayed Him; though innocent, He 
was condemned, scourged, spat upon, 
mocked and crucified upon the Cross. It 
seemed that death, hatred and evil had tri-
umphed. Some believed that the Savior 
would have no followers, for He was no lon-
ger among the living.

But we see that Christ, through His 
Resurrection, was victorious over the 
enemy of the human race, He destroyed the 
gates of hell, “by death He trampled down 
death,” and opened to us the doors of the 
Heavenly Kingdom. 

By His Resurrection Christ showed forth 
His Divinity, and offered us the promise of 
our own future resurrection.

The Resurrection of Christ is the founda-
tion of our faith, and faith is that which is 
most important and necessary in the life of 
every person. The faith of the apostles was 
strengthened by the Resurrection of Christ, 

which was renewed in them by the Holy 
Spirit and gave them the strength and 
inspiration to preach the word of God, and 
to establish the Church of Christ on earth.

The holy apostles speak of the 
Resurrection of Christ not only as an event 
in the earthly life of the Savior, but as an 
event in the life of each of us who receive 
the good news of Pascha: “If the Spirit of 
him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells 
in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the 
dead will give life to your mortal bodies 
also through his Spirit which dwells in you” 
(Rm. 8:11).

Through His death on the cross Christ 
accomplished the cleansing of the sins of 
the entire human race. The Resurrection of 
the Savior has granted eternal life to each of 
us. But faith in the suffering and resurrec-
tion of Jesus Christ is, by itself, insufficient. 
A deep unity with God in all aspects of our 
life is absolutely necessary. The Holy 
Apostle Paul teaches us: “For if we have 
been united with him in a death like his, we 
shall certainly be united with him in a res-
urrection like his. We know that our old self 
was crucified with him so that the sinful 
body might be destroyed, and we might no 
longer be enslaved to sin” (Rm. 6: 5-6).

Our earthly life, and our attitude 
towards God and neighbor, should bear the 
seal of an unbreakable unity with the Lord 
God. St. John the Theologian says: “If any 
one serves me, he must follow me; and 
where I am, there shall my servant be also; 
if any one serves me, the Father will honor 
him” (Jn. 12:26).

Observing the actual state of things in the 
world we see the spiritual and moral decay 
of humanity. Hatred and wickedness rule in 
the world, which leads to murder and war. 
The contemporary person runs after mate-
rial values, ignoring the spiritual. So let us 
not forget about our youth and children – 
let us call them to their natal Church and to 
God. For they are our future. May the Risen 
Christ help all of us to conquer sin and enter 
onto the path of salvation.

During this year we will mark the 100th 
anniversary of our Ukrainian Orthodox 
Church in Canada and in the U.S.A. Let us 
prayerfully remember all the founders, 
benefactors and builders of our temples 
and strive to continue their work for the 
benefit of the Holy Church.

Dear Brothers and Sisters!
The Holy Evangelist John the Theologian 

The Resurrection of Christ 
is the foundation of our faith

(Continued on page 23)

A thank-you to our partners

 EASTER PASTORAL LETTER

(Continued on page 7)

Pysanky, Sun Symbols. The Ukrainian Museum collection.
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The statement below was released by the 
Ukrainian World Congress on March 22.

The Ukrainian World Congress (UWC) 
condemns the elections for the president of 
the Russian Federation held on March 18, 
2018, on the illegally occupied by the 
Russian Federation Crimean peninsula.

The conduct of these elections on the 
occupied territory of Ukraine was another 
attempt by the Kremlin authorities to legiti-
mize Crimea’s illegal occupation.

The UWC welcomes the refusal by the 
Organization for Security and Cooperation 
in Europe, its Office for Democratic 
Institutions and Human Rights and other 
international bodies to delegate their 
observers to the illegal elections held by 
the Russian Federation on the temporarily 

occupied territory of the Autonomous 
Republic of Crimea and the City of 
Sevastopol.

The UWC also notes the accurate assess-
ment of March 19, 2018, by the EU that 
reads: “The European Union does not rec-
ognize the illegal annexation of Crimea and 
Sevastopol by the Russian Federation and 
therefore does not recognize the holding of 
elections in the Crimean peninsula.”

“The Ukrainian World Congress con-
demns the illegal occupation of Crimea by 
the Russian Federation in blatant violation 
of international law and calls to increase 
international pressure on the Russian 
Federation until Crimea is returned to 
Ukraine and all Crimean Tatar and 
Ukrainian political prisoners are released,” 
stated UWC President Eugene Czolij.

The following information was released 
by the Ukrainian Canadian Congress on 
March 19.

On the fourth anniversary of Russia’s ille-
gal invasion and annexation of Crimea, the 
Ukrainian Canadian Congress welcomes the 
strong statements of support for Ukraine’s 
territorial integrity from Canada’s Minister 
of Foreign Affairs, the Honorable Chrystia 
Freeland, and Canada’s Official Opposition 
Leader, the Honorable Andrew Scheer.

In her statement, Minister Freeland reaf-
firmed Canada’s support for Ukraine’s ter-
ritorial integrity, saying “Canada is unre-
served in its support for the people of 
Ukraine. We will continue to maintain pres-
sure, including through economic sanc-
tions, until Russia meets its obligations 
under international law and respects 
Ukraine’s sovereignty.”

Minister Freeland also announced $4.65 
million to support training for the 
Ukrainian Armed Forces to provide equip-
ment to support first aid and military 
police training.

In his statement, Mr. Scheer said that 
“Russia’s continual abuse of human rights 
in illegally occupied Crimea is an affront to 
the values of freedom, democracy and the 

rule of law that Canada has always defend-
ed on the world stage. That’s why Canada 
and its allies have imposed wide-ranging 
sanctions against Vladimir Putin’s regime, 
targeting state-owned banks, defense 
industry and Russia’s energy sector.”

 Both Minister Freeland and Mr. Scheer 
expressed concern with the deteriorating 
human rights situation in Russian-occupied 
Crimea which has led to the illegal deten-
tion, torture and disappearance of many 
Crimean Tatar leaders. 

Minister Freeland said Canada will con-
tinue to work closely with Crimean Tatar 
organizations to raise awareness about the 
situation in Crimea and to denounce the 
banning of the Mejlis, the self-governing 
body of an indigenous people. She called 
for the release of all political prisoners held 
by Russia, including Oleh Sentsov, a writer 
and a filmmaker, who for his outspoken 
criticism of Russia’s occupation is serving a 
politically driven sentence of 20 years.

In his statement, Mr. Scheer noted that 
thousands of Ukrainians, including many 
Crimean Tatars, have been forced to flee 
from their homes in Crimea after facing 
persecution from the Russian authorities 
for their political views, language and reli-
gion. 

UWC condemns Russian election   
held in illegally occupied Crimea

UCCA joins international community
in denouncing Russia’s sham election

UCC welcomes strong Canadian support
for Ukraine’s territorial integrity

Dear Editor:

On February 26, a lecture about the 
Holodomor by Dr. Matthew Pauly, associate 
professor of history at Michigan State 
University, was held at the Holocaust 
Memorial Center in Farmington Hills, Mich.

The impetus for this lecture was the 
urgent need to bring about inclusion of 
Holodomor into the future Michigan 
Genocide Studies program mandated by 
Gov. Rick Snyder. The urgency was due to 
the term limit for the current Michigan 
Genocide Studies Council, which expires in 
August of this year. The concern was that 
the governor’s mandate would not be con-
tinued and the intense effort by Ukrainian 
American activists to include Holodomor 
would have to be renewed.

The original request was made to the 
Holocaust Memorial Center Board, where 
all Genocide Council meetings were con-
vened. We proposed to schedule an already 
available PowerPoint lecture by Vera 
Andrushkiw, Ph.D. candidate and current 
leader of Michigan Ukrainian American 

activists.
The Holocaust Memorial Center Board 

accepted this proposal but provided its 
choice for the presenter of the Holodomor 
Lecture in the person of Dr. Pauly, a 
Fulbright scholar, author of “Breaking the 
Tongue: Language, Education and Power in 
Soviet Ukraine, 1923-1934,” and a 
researcher on a book project titled “City of 
Children: Juvenile Poverty, Crime and 
Salvation in Odessa, 1881-1940.”

This lecture was well delivered, well 
documented and very well received by an 
appreciative audience of over 200. A ques-
tion and answer period followed. In plan-
ning for this event, the goal of the 
Ukrainian American activists was to elicit 
the Genocide Council’s genuine support for 
inclusion of the Holodomor in the mandat-
ed genocide curriculum. This goal, howev-
er, was not achieved. 

Not one member of the council was 
present.

Marie Zarycky
Warren, Mich.

Genocide Studies Council members
not present at Holodomor lecture

 LETTER TO THE EDITOR

writes that the first words of Christ the 
Savior to His disciples after His 
Resurrection from the dead were “Peace be 
to you” (Jn. 20:19). We should receive these 
words with special feeling today, because it 
is exactly peace and concord which the con-
temporary world needs. “When we lose 
peace, we then become enemies of those 
who heard from Christ ‘Peace be to you,’ ” 
says St. John Chrysostom.

And so let us strive to protect this peace, 
and in our prayers to ask the Risen Christ 
that He would rule in Ukraine, in our com-
munities, families and most importantly in 
the souls of each one of us. During this mag-
nificent feast of the Holy Pascha of the Lord 
we prayerfully beseech the Christ the Risen 
Savior and our God, that He would bless our 
Ukrainian nation and grant it unity, peace, 
spiritual and economic growth.

May the Risen Christ strengthen our 
faith, fill our hearts with spiritual joy and 
increase love, that we would be able to 

enjoy the joy of the bright Paschal days in 
complete fullness. 

May the Blessing of the Risen Christ be 
with all of you!

Truly, Christ is Risen!

With Archpastoral Blessings,

+Yurij, Metropolitan  
of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of 

Canada
+Antony, Metropolitan  

of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the 
U.S.A. and Diaspora

+Jeremiah, Archbishop  
of the Ukrainian Orthodox Eparchies of 

Brazil and South America
+Daniel, Archbishop  

of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the 
U.S.A. and Western Europe

+Ilarion, Bishop  
of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of 

Canada
+Andriy, Bishop  

of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of 
Canada

(Continued from page 6)

The Resurrection...

 FOR THE RECORD

The Ukrainian Weekly welcomes letters to the editor and commentaries on a 
variety of topics of concern to the Ukrainian American and Ukrainian Canadian 
communities, as well as the Ukrainian diaspora. 

Opinions expressed by columnists, commentators and letter-writers are their 
own and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of either The Weekly editorial 
staff or its publisher, the Ukrainian National Association.

Similarly, paid advertisements do not reflect the opinions of either The 
Ukrainian or its publisher.

The statement below was released by the 
Ukrainian Congress Committee of America 
on March 21.

The Russian Federation held a sham 
presidential election on March 18, 2018, 
once again violating the principles of inter-
national law, as well as the sovereignty and 
territorial integrity of Ukraine. Illegally 
staging ballot boxes on the illegally occu-
pied territory of the Crimean peninsula 
fundamentally violated both the norms 
and principles of international law, includ-
ing: the United Nations Charter; the 
Helsinki Final Act of 1975; U.N. General 
Assembly Resolution 68/262 (“On The 
Territorial Integrity of Ukraine”); U.N. 
General Assembly resolutions 71/205 and 
7 2 / 1 9 0 ;  t h e  1 9 9 4  B u d a p e s t 
Memorandum; as well as numerous inter-
national agreements to which Russia is a 
signatory.

For these reasons and more, the Russian 
presidential elections of March 2018, as 
with the Russian parliamentary elections of 
September 2016, represent an ongoing and 
unacceptable violation of international law. 
The Ukrainian Congress Committee of 
America (UCCA), the largest grassroots rep-
resentation of Americans of Ukrainian 
descent, calls on the international commu-

nity to respond to these violations with sec-
toral sanctions, cutting Russia off from the 
international financial system until they 
reverse course. Furthermore, it would be 
unacceptable for high-ranking officials of 
governments and international organiza-
tions to attend any FIFA World Cup soccer 
games in the Russian Federation this sum-
mer.

The UCCA commends the heroic boycott 
of Russia’s sham elections by the World 
Congress of Crimean Tatars (WCCT), who 
denounced “the so-called ‘elections’ that 
the invaders are holding, like the very 
annexation, are illegal, unlawful and 
immoral.” The UCCA re-affirms the words 
of the WCCT: the annexation of the 
Crimean Tatar homeland was illegal and 
unlawful.

The UCCA also commends the OSCE 
Office for Democratic Institutions and 
Human Rights (ODIHR) election observa-
tion mission, whose report makes clear 
that the Kremlin’s restrictions on funda-
mental freedoms, including the detention 
of activists, resulted in a lack of genuine 
competition in these sham elections. As 
Sen. John McCain (R-Ariz.) put it: Russian 
citizens were denied the right to vote in a 
free and fair election to determine their 
country’s future.

OPINIONS
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 COMMUNITY CHRONICLE

St. George Academy remembers 17 killed in Florida
SGA News Association

NEW YORK –  On Wednesday, March 14, the students 
and faculty of St. George Academy (SGA) joined thousands 
of high school students around the country in a walk-out to 
commemorate the 17 innocent victims of the mass shoot-
ing that took place on February 14 at Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas High School in Parkland, Fla. 

Wearing orange ribbons in solidarity with their peers 
around the nation and holding signs that read “We remem-
ber the victims of the Florida shooting,” the students and 
faculty left the school at approximately 10 a.m., walked 
down Sixth Street, to Second Avenue and up Seventh Street 
in a solemn march of remembrance. 

The students then proceeded into St. George Ukrainian 
Catholic Church where Principal Andrij Stasiw spoke to the 
students about the tragedy and read the names of each of 
the 17 victims who perished on February 14. Everyone 
then prayed for the innocent victims of the slaughter and 
their families and shared their thoughts with each other 
about the tragic event. 

Noah Bailen, a junior, shared his regret and hopes for 
the future: “Killing does not solve anything. It will only be a 
vest of regret and sadness for the rest of one’s life… It is 
time for a change!”

Senior James Verdugo imparted the following advice to 
his fellow students: “Cherish your life. Love your life. Live 
every day like it’s your last.” 

“Those who need help need to see that seeking help isn’t 
a bad thing… it doesn’t define you as mentally unstable. In 
order to start this positive change, we need to remove all 
the harsh labels, begin to take accountability for our 
actions and problem-solve as a nation,” stated sophomore 
Alexandra Pabon.

Junior Maksym Ivashkiv concluded with the thought, “…
we don’t need to wait for somebody to deal with our prob-
lems. We can and have to do it by ourselves, because the 
future is depending on us.”

Then the students had the opportunity to listen to a 
guest speaker, the Rev. Dr. Ivan Kaszczak, who poignantly 
pointed out that “The hurt hurt others.” He went on to 
remind the students that the Lord has given us free will 
and that when we are hurting we have a choice in how we 
react. If we put our faith in God, we can heal our wounds 
and make the world a better, more loving place.

The prayer service concluded with a few words from 
Principal Stasiw, before the students returned to the school 
library to meet with Mamuka Mamulashvili, commander of 
the Georgian National Legion, who spoke briefly about gun 
violence and the ongoing war in Ukraine. 

Students and faculty of St. George Academy participate 
in a solemn walk of remembrance.

Father Ivan Kaszczak addresses the students and faculty of SGA.

SGA News Association

St. Sophia Religious Association

JENKINTOWN, Pa. – On Monday, March 26, students of 
St. Basil Academy in Jenkintown, Pa., participated in a poet-
ry recitation contest honoring Taras Shevchenko (1814-
1861) that was organized and sponsored by the St. Sophia 
Religious Association in Philadelphia. 

The judges – Iryna Ivankovych, executive director of the 
St. Sophia Religious Association, and Alexandra Penkalskyj, 
vice-principal of St. Basil Academy – graded each perfor-
mance on the fluency of the recitation, clarity of pronuncia-
tion, intonation, artistic performance and expression.

The runner-up of the contest was Maria Storck (Grade 
10), and the winner was Elizabeth Gorodenchuk (Grade 
11).

Presenting awards to the contestants, Dr. Ivankovych 
congratulated them on their participation characterized by 
“a hot heart and cool head.” All contestants were presented 
commemorative certificates and gifts. The main sponsor of 
the event presented the runners-up and winners with priz-
es. 

This is the first poetry recitation contest organized by 
the St. Sophia Association for the students of St. Basil 
Academy. Organizers and participants of the contest.

St. Sophia Archives

St. Sophia Religious Association sponsors poetry recitation contest honoring Shevchenko
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 NEWS AND VIEWS

U.S. Holodomor Committee

As part of a year-long worldwide com-
memoration of the 85th anniversary of the 
Holodomor, the U.S. Committee for 
Ukrainian Holodomor Genocide Awareness 
(U.S. Holodomor Committee) is working 
with national Ukrainian American organi-
zations and local communities across the 
United States to raise public awareness 
about the genocidal famine of 1932-1933. 
To succeed, this effort needs participation 
from every Ukrainian community, including 
small and recently established communi-
ties of Ukrainian immigrants and Ukrainian 
Americans. 

Since the U.S. Holodomor Committee’s 
inception in 2006 to commemorate the 
75th anniversary of the Famine-Genocide, 
important milestones have been achieved. 
For example, the U.S.  Holodomor 
Committee supported the dedication of the 
Holodomor Memorial that was unveiled on 
November 7, 2015, on federal land in 
Washington.

The 85th anniversary commemoration 
year was launched in November of 2017 
with a service at the Holodomor Memorial 
followed by a panel discussion at the U.S. 
Capitol. Commemorative events in many 
other cities followed, including in New 
York, where the March for Remembrance 
proceeded from St. George Ukrainian 
Catholic Church to St. Patrick’s Cathedral, 
where a memorial program was held. 

Holodomor activities this year have 
taken a variety of forms, ranging from an 
academic symposium at California State 
University in Fresno and a trip to the 
Michigan state capital in Lansing by the 
Detroit community to petition the inclusion 
of the Holodomor in the state Genocide 
Studies curriculum, to a meeting with the 
lieutenant governor of Pennsylvania after 
unanimous passage of a Holodomor resolu-
tion in the state Senate and the Boston 
community’s endeavor to mandate a 
Holodomor curriculum via legislation.

A special effort supported by both the 
U.S. Holodomor Committee and Embassy of 
Ukraine aims to equip local Ukrainian com-
munities to approach governors and state 
legislatures in all 50 states to issue procla-
mations and resolutions recognizing the 
Holodomor as genocide. The first procla-
mation has been signed by the governor of 
Wisconsin. To date, resolutions have been 
passed in Oregon, New Jersey, California, 
Michigan, Washington and Pennsylvania.

With the 85th anniversary activities well 
under way, the U.S. Holodomor Committee 
is holding monthly conference calls with 
representatives from Ukrainian organiza-
tions and Holodomor committee leads 

from Ukrainian communities across the 
country in order to coordinate efforts and 
share best practices. All communities and 
organizations are requested to join and 
coordinate activities.

Ukrainian communities are being called 
to action, to take specific steps toward fur-
ther recognition of the Holodomor as geno-
cide against the Ukrainian people perpe-
trated by the Soviet Union. The U.S. 
Holodomor Committee is here to help, 
assist and advise. Communities may:

• Request a Holodomor proclamation 
from your governor. The U.S. Holodomor 
Committee has a template for your use.

• Work with your state representative to 
submit a resolution recognizing the 
Holodomor anniversary. The U.S. Holodomor 
Committee has a template for your use.

• Display a Holodomor exhibit, prefera-
bly in a government or educational institu-
tion. The U.S. Holodomor Committee will 
help with arrangements for an exhibit.

• Attract local media coverage about 
your Holodomor event. The committee can 
forward sample media alerts and press kits 
to help prepare them. Various information-
al materials are available. 

• Place op-eds (opinion pieces published 
opposite newspapers’ editorials) in your 
local newspapers. Interviews with Holodo-
mor survivors or their children make power-
ful statements, and their stories must be told.

• Make the Holodomor part of your local 
high school curriculum. We have many 
good teachers and principals within our 
communities who can initiate such actions.

Nationwide Holodomor awareness effort under way for 85th anniversary commemoration

    ACTION ITEM

Ukrainian Holodomor Resolution in U.S. Senate
For decades, the Ukrainian American community has been working arduously to 

bring awareness and achieve recognition of the Holodomor as genocide of the 
Ukrainian nation. On March 14, Sens. Rob Portman (R-Ohio) and Richard Durbin 
(D-Ill.), co-chairs of the Senate Ukraine Caucus, introduced a resolution (S. Res. 435) 
to commemorate the 85th anniversary of the Ukrainian Famine-Genocide of 1932-
1933. The resolution recognizes the draconian treatment of the Ukrainian popula-
tion during the Holodomor and condemns this act perpetrated by Joseph Stalin and 
the Soviet government. 

The Ukrainian National Information Service (UNIS) urges members of the 
Ukrainian American community to contact their senators and urge them to co-spon-
sor S. Res. 435. The resolution already has the following co-sponsors: Sens. James 
Inhofe (R-Okla.), Bob Casey (D-Pa.), Marco Rubio (R-Fla.), Cory Gardner (R-Colo.), 
Richard Blumenthal (D-Conn.), Roger Wicker (R-Miss.), Sherrod Brown (D-Ohio), 
Ron Johnson (R-Wis.), Chris Murphy (D-Conn.), Amy Klobuchar (D-Minn.) and 
Jeanne Shaheen (D-N.H.). Below, please find a sample letter. Contact information for 
your senator may be obtained at:  http://www.senate.gov. 

Should you have any further questions, please feel free to contact UNIS at 202-
547-0018 or  unis.sawkiw@gmail.com.

SAMPLE LETTER

The Honorable (First Name, Last Name) 
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator (Last Name): 

I was recently informed the U.S. Senate introduced S. Res. 435, a resolution that 
commemorates the 85th anniversary of the Ukrainian Famine-Genocide (Holodomor) 
of 1932-1933. Perpetrated by the Soviet government, the Ukrainian Holodomor 
claimed the lives of 7 million innocent Ukrainian men, women and children as a means 
to reduce their independent tendencies and aspirations for nationhood. 

It is important that the memory of these innocent victims does not vanish. 
Knowledge of the horrors suffered by the Ukrainian nation will serve as a constant 
reminder that the free world cannot rest as long as there exist oppressive regimes. It 
is our duty to prevent similar genocides from happening ever again. As your constit-
uent, I respectfully urge you to support S. Res. 435 and add your name as a co-spon-
sor. While Ukraine remembers the Holodomor, the world must acknowledge its 
atrocities!

Sincerely,
(Your name)

• Organize meetings in states through-
out the country during a National 
Holodomor Advocacy Day on Wednesday, 
May 2. The goal is to advocate for statewide 
recognition of the Holodomor through 
proclamations and resolutions and man-
date a Holodomor curriculum in high 
schools. 

• Support the mini-documentary “While 
We Starve,” which depicts the physiological 
and mental stages of hunger. Produced by 
the U.S. Holodomor Committee in conjunc-

tion with the Ukrainian Medical 
Association of North America (UMANA), 
the 20-minute documentary will be avail-
able in the spring of this year. 

• Participate in a campaign to revoke the 
Pulitzer Prize granted to New York Times 
reporter Walter Duranty. 

• Visit the U.S. Holodomor Committee’s 
new website at www.ukrainegenocide.com 
for more information on the Holodomor 
and activities around the country.

• Share on social media – Facebook, 
Twitter and Instagram. Please send your 
photos, links to articles, and other informa-
tion about your events and milestones.

• Donate your time and resources to 
make Holodomor awareness prominent 
throughout the United States. Donations 
may be sent to: U.S. Holodomor Committee, 
311 Massachusetts Ave. NE, Lower Level, 
Washington, DC 20002.

The U.S. Holodomor Committee also has 
various Holodomor-related items for sale 
to help defray costs of the aforementioned 
projects. Items available include an iWallet 
that can be affixed to the back of a mobile 
phone and holds ID and credit cards; 
Holodomor pins and wristbands; and the 
Holodomor Memorial dedication book. 

To initiate a campaign in your city, join 
the conference calls, or purchase Holodo-
mor-related items for your community, 
readers may contact the U.S. Holodomor 
Committee at UkraineGenocide@gmail.
com. 

Remember our theme as we work 
together to expand worldwide awareness 
of this terrible tragedy: “Ukraine 
Remembers – The World Acknowledges!”

Former President of Lithuania Vytautas Landsbergis delivers remarks in Washington 
on November 17, 2017, at the inaugural ceremony for commemorations of the 85th 
anniversary of the Ukrainian Holodomor.  In the background are Ukraine’s 
Ambassador to the U.S. Valeriy Chaly and hierarchs of the Ukrainian Catholic and 

Orthodox Churches.

First Lady Maryna Poroshenko of Ukraine delivers the keynote address at the 
Holodomor Memorial dedication ceremony on November 7, 2015.
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Oleh Wolowyna speaks on measuring mortality in the Holodomor

CIUS’s Contemporary Ukraine Studies Program launches new website

by Andrij Makuch 

TORONTO – Demographer Oleh 
Wolowyna delivered a lecture in Toronto 
on February 22 titled “Regarding Questions 
about the Study of the Holodomor.” The 
event was sponsored by the Holodomor 
Research and Education Consortium 
(Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Studies, 
University of Alberta), the John Yaremko 
Chair of Ukrainian Studies at the University 
of Toronto, the Shevchenko Scientific 
Society of Canada, the Ukrainian Canadian 
Research and Documentation Center, the 
Ucrainica Research Institute and the BCU 
Foundation’s Yurij Skripchinski Holodomor 
Education Fund.

In his presentation, delivered in 
Ukrainian, Prof. Wolowyna discussed the 
issue of how many lives were lost in the 
Holodomor, the results of research con-
ducted together with his research team and 
the methodology used in determining mor-
tality rates.

Dr. Wolowyna, who is professor emeritus 
at the University of North Carolina – Chapel 
Hill, has been systematically studying the 
question of the number of deaths during 
the Holodomor for the past five years 
together with researchers from the Institute 
of Demography and Social Sciences of the 
National Academy of Sciences of Ukraine: 
Omelian Rudnytsky, Nataliia Levchuk, Pavlo 
Shevchuk, Oleksandr Gladun and Alla 
Kovbasiuk. The team has been deliberate in 
its approach while cautious and conserva-
tive in releasing findings, publishing results 
first in English in peer-reviewed journals 
before circulating more broadly. 

Dr. Wolowyna began his presentation by 
defining terms. In establishing the number 
of victims, the demographers consider 
those deaths within the boundaries of the 
Ukrainian SSR that can be directly or indi-
rectly attributed to the Holodomor during 
the Famine period of 1932-1934, as dis-
tinct from deaths that would have occurred 
had there been no famine. Dr. Wolowyna 
then spoke about the methods used by his 
group to arrive at a figure of 3.9 million 
losses. The vast majority of these deaths 
occurred during a huge spike in mortality 
that started in the early part of 1933.

Dr. Wolowyna and his colleagues were 
able to ascertain the number of deaths as 
percentages of the population at both the 

oblast (provincial) and raion (county) lev-
els. The data shows that at the village level, 
the greatest Famine losses occurred in the 
Kyiv and Kharkiv oblasts of the day – the 
traditional Ukrainian steppe-forest heart-
land – rather than in the grain-growing 
steppe regions to the south as had been 
generally assumed. The raion mortality fig-
ures confirmed the concentration of deaths 
in the geographic center of Ukraine but 
also show considerable variation in death 
rates even between adjacent counties.

The research group was also able to 
establish figures for famine losses through-
out the Soviet Union: 8.73 million at the all-
Union level, with losses of 3.92 million for 
Ukraine, 3.26 million for Russia, including 

the Kuban region, and 1.26 million for 
Kazakhstan. In terms of proportion of the 
population, Ukraine lost 12.9 percent of its 
inhabitants, while Russia lost 3.2 percent. 

The demographers used Soviet-era census 
figures and vital statistics records, among 
other sources. Dr. Wolowyna explained that, 
while some vital statistics reports had been 
destroyed in Ukraine during the second 
world war, monthly reports were routinely 
forwarded to Moscow and were accessible 
to his team, even during its last research 
trip there taken in January 2014.

Dr. Wolowyna also discussed the Soviet 
demographers who were either killed or 
imprisoned as a result of their work on the 
1937 Soviet census, which was rejected 
because it showed figures that did not 
appeal to the regime.

Dr. Wolowyna noted that virtually all 
scholarly estimates of Holodomor victims 
are in the range of 2.6 million to 5 million 
and examined arguments of those who pro-
mote the number of Holodomor victims as 
7 million or more, most notably Volodymyr 
Serhiychuk of Kyiv National University. Dr. 
Wolowyna pointed to an article by S. 
Sosnovy from 1942 which was reprinted in 
the newspaper Ukrainski Visti in Neu-Ulm, 
West Germany, in 1950. In the article, 
Sosnovy clearly cites a figure of 4.8 million 
(possibly 5 million) direct Famine deaths, 
but Dr. Serhiychuk adds other population 
losses noted by Sosnovy (up to 2.7 million) 
to reach a figure of more than 7 million. The 
figure of 7 million became regarded in the 
Ukrainian diaspora as authoritative.

CIUS

EDMONTON, Alberta – The Contemporary Ukraine 
Studies Program (CUSP) at the Canadian Institute of 
Ukrainian Studies (CIUS) on 15 February launched its new 
website, a significantly redesigned and updated online 
resource replacing that of its predecessor, the Center for 
Political and Regional Studies (est. 2013).

Contemporary Ukraine has been a focus of the research 
done by CIUS since its very beginnings. For over 40 years, 
socio-economic topics as well as the dissident movement, 
religion and Church in Soviet Ukraine, issues in contempo-
rary politics and Ukrainian-Russian relations have been 
explored in depth by many scholars associated with CIUS.

CUSP was conceived by Dr. Volodymyr Kravchenko, then 
newly appointed CIUS director, in 2012, with the aim of 
institutionalizing contemporary Ukraine studies at CIUS 
and updating the institute’s research agenda. Under its 
umbrella CUSP incorporates the continuing legacy of exist-
ing programs with a focus on contemporary Ukraine – the 
Stasiuk Program for the Study of Contemporary Ukraine 
and the Kowalsky Program for the Study of Eastern 
Ukraine – and the recently inaugurated Bayduza Post-
Doctoral Research Fellowship for the Study of Modern and 
Contemporary Ukraine. To support its prioritized areas of 
research, CUSP organizes an annual program of conferenc-
es, seminars and public lectures.

The program’s first acting coordinator was Dr. Bohdan 
Harasymiw (2012-2016), a professor emeritus of political 
science at the University of Calgary and the author of 
numerous publications about the Soviet Union, whose 
recent research has dealt with the Ukrainian political elite 
and the post-Communist transformation in Ukraine. Dr. 
Taras Kuzio, a well-known specialist in the field of contem-
porary Ukrainian and post-Soviet studies, served as a CUSP 
research associate from 2012 to 2016, which included a 
three-year research project on the Donetsk clan in the 
Soviet Union and Ukraine.

To date, CUSP has also provided a number of post-doc-
toral study opportunities. Among the young scholars who 
have brought their research to CIUS are Dr. Oksana Udovyk 
(Stasiuk Post-Doctoral Fellow 2015-2016), who completed 
her Ph.D. in environmental governance from Södertörn 
University (Sweden, 2014); Dr. Ivan Kozachenko (Stasiuk 

Post-Doctoral Fellow 2015-2017), who received his Ph.D. 
in Sociology from the University of Aberdeen (U.K., 2013); 
and Dr. Oleksandr Melnyk (Stasiuk Post-Doctoral Fellow 
2016-2017 and Bayduza Post-Doctoral Research Fellow 
2017-2018), who holds a Ph.D. in history from the 
University of Toronto (2016). 

Over the past six years of the program’s existence, CUSP 
has facilitated various international conferences, symposia 
and roundtables, including a symposium dedicated to the 
first anniversary of the Euro-Maidan Revolution in Ukraine 
(March 2015); the conference “Negotiating Borders: 
Comparing the Experience of Canada, Europe and Ukraine” 
(October 2014); a roundtable on “Ukraine, Russia and the 
West: On the Brink of War” (March 2014); the conference 
“Ukraine within Europe: Opportunities and Obstacles” 
(October 2013), held in collaboration with MacEwan 
University; a one-day forum, “Trafficking of Women in 
Ukraine: Governmental and Non-governmental 
Responses” (March 2013); and others. 

CUSP’s main objective is to explore the developmental 
path of post-Soviet Ukraine while focusing on contempo-

rary politics and on urban, regional and cultural studies. 
The program’s three main areas of specialization are 
“Ukraine in the World,” “Ucraina Post-Sovietica” and “State-
of-the-Art Ukrainian Studies.” In addressing these, CUSP 
will focus on topics that resonate with the Canadian expe-
rience, such as multiculturalism, civil society and socio-cul-
tural aspects of modernization.

The plans of the CIUS Contemporary Ukraine Studies 
Program for the nearest future include an international 
conference on Ukrainian-Polish relations (September 
2018); an international conference exploring the Black Sea 
Region as a contact zone of civilizations and cultures 
(November 2018); and a special issue of East/West: 
Journal of Ukrainian Studies and a follow-up symposium 
on “Ukraine-Ireland: A Comparative Perspective” (2019), 
as well as a series of publications on contemporary 
Ukrainian studies in the Western world .

To learn more about CUSP activities, readers can find 
CUSP in the “Centers and Programs” section on the home 
page of the Canadian Institute of the Ukrainian Studies, 
www.cius.ca.

Screenshot of the new website’s headings.

Dr. Oleh Wolowyna delivers a lecture about Holodomor studies in Toronto on 
February 22.

HREC

(Continued on page 15)
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Khoma and Vynnytsky perform in Old Town Alexandria
ALEXANDRIA, Va. – Two renowned 

Ukrainian musicians – cellist Natalia 
Khoma and pianist Volodymyr Vynnytsky – 
returned to perform once again in The 
Washington Group Cultural Fund Music 
Series here March 25, much to the delight 
of those attending the concert at the 
Lyceum in historic Old Town Alexandria 
who welcomed their performance with 
standing ovations.

Also honored with an ovation at the 
beginning of the event was The Washington 
Group Cultural Fund, when it received the 
Embassy of Ukraine’s Certificate of Honor 
from Ambassador Valeriy Chaly, “to certify 
the great respect and gratitude of the 
Embassy of Ukraine to the United States to 
The Washington Group Cultural Fund for the 
achievement in promoting a positive image 
and culture of Ukraine in the United States.” 
The ambassador presented the award to 
TWGCF co-director Laryssa Courtney.

As indicated atop the concert program, 
the TWGCF series is produced “in coopera-
tion with the Embassy of Ukraine.” Indeed, 
the first two TWGCF concerts took place in 
the Ukrainian Embassy in 1994, as did 25 
more of the 273 concerts since then.

Accepting the award, Ms. Courtney 
noted that “Culture is an integral part of 
diplomacy, and so we look forward to 
working with you and with the Ukrainian 
Embassy to show the vibrant and rich cul-
ture of Ukraine to the wider Washington 
metropolitan area.”

Mr. Vynnytsky’s first of nine performanc-
es in the TWGCF series was in the second 
concert of 1994 at the Ukrainian Embassy. 
And cellist Ms. Khoma joined the pianist, 
six years later, in her first TWGCF perfor-
mance in 2000 and then again in 2003.

Their program this year included works 
by  B a c h ,  C h o p i n ,  D e b u s s y  a n d 
Rachmaninoff, as well as Mr. Vynnytsky’s 
own “Lost Tango” for cello and piano.

As noted in the program, both musicians 
hail from Lviv.

Ms. Khoma is an internationally 
renowned cellist who won first prize at the 
Lysenko Cello Competition in Ukraine, 
received top prizes in competitions in 
Hungary, Germany and Serbia, and was the 
first and only Ukrainian cellist laureate of 
the Tchaikovsky Competition in Moscow. 
She has performed as a soloist with the 
Berlin and Moscow radio orchestras, the 
Belgrade and Budapest philharmonic 

orchestras, the Ukrainian National State 
Symphony Orchestra, the chamber ensem-
ble of the New York City Symphony 
Orchestra and the Franz Liszt Chamber 
Orchestra. She has also had solo recitals in 
Moscow’s Tchaikovsky Hall, New York’s 
Carnegie Hall and other prestigious halls 
around the world.

Also internationally renowned, Mr. 
Vynnytsky, a laureate of the Margueritte 
Long-Jacques Thibaud International Piano 
Competition in Paris, has performed with 
leading orchestras and appeared in solo 
recitals in many prestigious concert halls, 
among them Carnegie Hall, Merkin Concert 
Hall, Steinway Hall, the Phillips Gallery in 
Washington, the Great Bolshoi Hall in 
Moscow and the Theatre des Champs 
Elysees.

The next TWG Cultural Fund Music 
Series concert, scheduled for April 22, will 
feature pianist Serhiy Salov. Additional 
information about the Cultural Fund may 
be found at www.twgcf.org.

Cellist Natalia Khoma and pianist Volodymyr Vynnytsky conclude Claude Debussy’s 
Sonata in D minor at their Washington Group Cultural Fund Music Series concert on 

March 25.

Yaro Bihun
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that “the weapons were being transported 
from the enemy”– a reference to Russia-
backed separatists who hold parts of two 
eastern provinces – in order “to [forensical-
ly] study them.” Prosecutor Oleksandr 
Bannyk, who called for Ms. Savchenko to be 
remanded in custody for the two-month 
pretrial detention period, said she could be 
sentenced to life in prison if found guilty. 
(RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service, with report-
ing by Merhat Sharipzhan)

UWC monitoring Markiv case

The Ukrainian World Congress (UWC) is 
monitoring the case of Ukrainian National 
Guard Sgt. Vitali Markiv, who was arrested 
in Italy on June 30, 2017, for the alleged 
murder of an Italian journalist on eastern 
Ukrainian territories controlled by the 
Russian Federation by virtue of its hybrid 
aggression against Ukraine. Although this is 
now a matter for the Italian judiciary, the 
UWC notes the concerns of its constituents, 
many of whom have joined the internation-
al call to action in support of Sgt. Markiv. 
“The Ukrainian World Congress will contin-
ue to monitor the case of Ukrainian 
National Guard Sgt. Vitali Markiv to ensure 
that he is treated according to internation-
ally recognized high standards of justice,” 
stated UWC President Eugene Czolij. (UWC)

Sushchenko pleads not guilty 

Ukrainian journalist Roman Sushchenko, 
whom Russia has charged with espionage in 
a case seen by rights activists as politically 
motivated, has entered a not guilty plea as 
his trial began in Moscow. His lawyer, Mark 
Feigin, wrote on Twitter that the Moscow 

City Court started the trial on March 27, and 
that his client pleaded not guilty. Mr.
Sushchenko, a Paris-based correspondent of 
the Ukrinform news agency, was detained in 
Moscow in 2016 on suspicion of collecting 
classified information. Kyiv and rights activ-
ists say Russia has jailed several Ukrainians 
on trumped up, politically motivated charg-
es since Moscow seized Ukraine’s Crimean 
peninsula in March 2014 and threw its sup-
port behind armed separatists in eastern 
Ukraine. A year ago, the European 
Parliament called on Russia to free more 
than 30 Ukrainian citizens who were in 
prison or other conditions of restricted free-
dom in Russia, Crimea and parts of eastern 
Ukraine that are controlled by Russia-
backed separatists. The list included Mr. 
Sushchenko and filmmaker Oleh Sentsov, 
who is serving a 20-year sentence in a 
Russian prison after being convicted of plot-
ting terrorist attacks in a trial supporters 
called absurd. The list, which the European 
Parliament statement said was not com-
plete, also included several leaders of the 
Crimean Tatar minority, which rights 
groups say has faced abuse and discrimina-
tion since Russia’s takeover. (RFE/RL)
FSB holds Crimean Tatar Activist 

Crimean Tatar activist Nariman 
Memediminov has been taken in for ques-
tioning by Russian Federal Security Service 
(FSB) officers and may face charges of 
propagating terrorism, his wife says. 
Lemara Memediminova told RFE/RL that 
their house in the village of Kholmivka in 
the southern Bakhchysarai district was 
searched on March 22. “They took him to 
Symferopol to the Russian FSB headquar-
ters for questioning and it will be known 
later if they let him go or not. They have 
launched a probe against him for his video 
he placed on YouTube as a blogger,” Ms. 

Memediminova said. She expressed con-
cern that her husband may be charged with 
calling for terrorist activities via the 
Internet. Ms. Memediminova also said that 
the FSB officers were rude and confiscated 
a tablet, two mobile phones and several 
books from their house. Rights groups and 
Western governments have denounced 
what they call a campaign of oppression 
targeting members of the Turkic-speaking 
Crimean Tatar minority and others who 
opposed Moscow’s seizure of the Ukrainian 
peninsula in March 2014.  The majority of 
Crimean Tatars opposed the Russian take-
over of their historical homeland. (Crimea 
Desk, RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service)

Spain breaks up cybercrime gang 

Spanish authorities have broken up a 
cybercrime syndicate of Ukrainian and 
Russian nationals that allegedly stole more 
than 1 billion euros ($1.24 billion U.S.) from 
bank accounts over more than four years. 
The Ministry of the Interior on March 26 
said the gang’s alleged mastermind, identi-
fied as a Ukrainian and named only as 
“Denis K.,” was arrested in the coastal city 
of Alicante, along with three accomplices 
who it said were Russian and Ukrainian cit-
izens. In a statement, the ministry said the 
group “infected with malicious software 
the computer systems of banks, mainly in 
Russia, but also in Belarus, Azerbaijan, 
Kazakhstan, Ukraine and Taiwan, taking 
control of critical systems that allowed 
them to empty ATMs remotely, alter bal-
ances, or modify accounts.” Since it began 
operating in 2013, the group “managed to 
gain access to practically all of Russia’s 
banks and make withdrawals from ATMs in 
Madrid for half a million euros,” the state-
ment also said. Earlier on March 26, 
Europe’s law enforcement agency 
announced that the cybercrime group’s 
suspected mastermind was arrested in 
Alicante following an investigation con-
ducted by the Spanish National Police with 
the support of Europol, the U.S. FBI, 
Romanian, Belarusian and Taiwanese 
authorities, as well as private cybersecurity 
companies. Europol did not disclose the 
person’s name or nationality. It said in a 
statement that the gang used malware 
known as Carbanak and Cobalt to target 
more than 100 banks in more than 40 
countries since late 2013. Europol said the 
group distributed the malware as e-mail 
attachments sent out to bank workers. The 
software gave the cybercriminals remote 
control of infected machines, providing 
them with access to the internal banking 
network and infecting servers controlling 
ATMs. According to the Spanish Ministry of 
the Interior, the criminals relied first on 
individuals linked first with Russian and 
then later with Moldovan organized crime 
to extract money from cash machines that 
had been targeted with the malware. The 
earnings were converted into Bitcoin at 
exchange houses in Russia and Ukraine, the 
ministry said. Financial platforms in 
Gibraltar and Britain were then used to 
“load prepaid cards with this cryptocurren-
cy and spend them in Spain on all kinds of 
goods and services,” including cars and 
homes. The ministry said that police seized 
jewels worth 500,000 euros and two luxu-
ry cars during the raid in Alicante. Bank 
accounts and two homes valued at about 1 
million euros were also blocked. (RFE/RL 
with reporting by AFP and Reuters)

Project focuses on women in peacekeeping 

The European Union is launching a proj-
ect in Ukraine aimed at enhancing the par-
ticipation of women in peacekeeping pro-
cesses, providing protection to those who 
have suffered as a result of the conflict, as 
well as preventing and combating violence 
against women. “This project corresponds 

to the current tasks and problems that exist 
in Ukraine today. It is very important that 
due to this project there will be an opportu-
nity to activate women and communities to 
implement U.N. Security Council Resolution 
No. 1325 [on Women, Peace, Security],” 
government commissioner for gender poli-
cy issues Kateryna Levchenko said at a 
press conference in Kyiv on March 28. The 
EU project “Women promote change, 
restore peace and prevent conflicts at the 
regional level in Ukraine” will last until 
January 31, 2020, in five pilot regions of 
Ukraine: Vinnytsia, Dnipro, Zaporizhia, 
Luhansk and Khmelnytskyi. It is expected 
that the project will support local adminis-
trations and public organizations in devel-
oping, implementing and monitoring the 
implementation of local action plans to 
implement U.N. Security Council Resolution 
No.1325 aimed at increasing women’s par-
ticipation in peacekeeping processes, 
ensuring the protection of women and girls 
affected by the conflict, and preventing and 
counteracting violence against women. 
(Interfax-Ukraine)

Online military equipment market busted

Amphibious armored-personnel carriers 
and infantry fighting vehicles, off-road 
transport trucks, tanker trucks and trailers 
were among some 200 objects that have 
been seized by Ukrainian police after being 
offered for sale online. Vyacheslav 
Pechenenko, regional police chief of the 
Zhytomyr region, said on March 27 that the 
vehicles were discovered by police while 
investigating an oil pipeline leak in the 
town of Novohrad-Volynskyi some two 
weeks ago. They were seized this week 
during raids by his officers and local mili-
tary prosecutors. Police said the vehicles 
were for sale on the Internet. Chief 
Pechenenko said that “as of now, the origin 
of the hardware is being looked into, 
including when it was registered at military 
units.” Novohrad-Volynskyi is the head-
quarters for several Ukrainian military 
units subordinate to Operational Command 
North, including the 30th Mechanized 
Brigade, the 12th Operative Support 
Regiment and the 54th Scout Battalion, the 
Kyiv Post reported. It is still unclear if any 
of the seized military equipment came 
from any of those units. Police did not say 
where the military items had been adver-
tised. An online search by RFE/RL revealed 
several listings for similar military materiel 
in Ukraine. Most were found on the OLX 
website, a popular online marketplace that 
revealed dozens of military vehicles and 
equipment for sale. The former presiden-
tial spokesman for the military operation in 
eastern Ukraine, Andriy Lysenko, who is 
now a spokesman for the Prosecutor 
General’s Office, claimed the police infor-
mation was “untrue” and said the equip-
ment had been “demilitarized.” He wrote 
on Facebook: “In fact, the equipment in 
question is not combat and is not military 
at all.” Presidential adviser Yuriy Biriukov, 
in a rambling post on Facebook, called the 
reports “fake news” and their authors 
“common liars, who rejoice in fake news, 
together with those who destroyed our 
army.” Punctuating his post, he added that 
they were “worse than the enemy.” Rather 
than having been stolen, Mr. Biriukov sug-
gested the vehicles were more likely to 
have been military surplus bought by civil-
ians under a government decree signed in 
2008 by then-Prime Minister Yulia 
Tymoshenko, now the leading political 
opponent of President Petro Poroshenko. 
He claimed that none of those vehicles spe-
cifically had been recorded as ever having 
been used by the military in the past 10 
years. Zhytomyr police said they were 
working to track down the origin of the 
equipment. (Christopher Miller of RFE/RL)

(Continued from page 2)
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В 60-ту Річницю коли відійшов 
у Божу Вічність наш найдорожчий 

Тато, Дідусь і Прадідусь

св.п.

ДМИТРО КУЛЬЧИЦЬКИЙ-ҐУТ
(7 листопада 1900 - 29 березня 1958)

• Народився в Кульчицях, Самбірського повіту;

• Ґімназію закінчив у Перемишлі, а вищі студії на Високій Школі
   для Світової Торгівлі у Відні, Австрія;

• Один із видатніших співучасників і співтворців господарсьської 
   розбудови Західних Земель України в часі між двома світовими
   війнами;

• Основник і член проводів багатьох провидінських відділів та 
   економічних і громадських організацій в Україні та в Америці;

• Інспектор Ревізійного Союзу Українських Кооператив у Львові;

• Член проводу Товариства Українських Кооператорів в США;

• Член Головної Контрольної Комісії Українського Конґресового 
   Комітету Америки (УККА);

• Голова Контрольної Комісії Кредитової Кооперативи “Самопоміч”;

• Головний Фінансовий Секретар Союзу Українців Католиків 
“Провидіння”;

Родини Кульчицьких i Богатюків

ВІЧНА ЙОМУ ПАМ’ЯТЬ!

D r.  Wo l o w y n a  a d d r e s s e d  D r. 
Serhiychuk’s charge that documentary evi-
dence in Moscow has somehow been falsi-
fied by noting that before the Holodomor 
the authorities had no motivation to falsify 
documents. Dr. Wolowyna also pointed out 
that Dr. Serhiychuk’s methodology is faulty 
because it does not take into account 
migration from (and into) Ukraine. 

In the Q&A session, Dr. Wolowyna fielded 
a question regarding whether the figures he 
presented, specifically regarding the higher 
mortality rates in the Ukrainian heartland, 
were proof of the Holodomor as genocide. 
He responded that, while genocide is a legal 
concept and demographers are not qualified 

to make such determinations, the findings 
could potentially support a case for geno-
cide. As well, the team’s research can be 
used to make the case that the famine in the 
early 1930s was not experienced in equal 
weight throughout the Soviet Union. 

In response to another question, Dr. 
Wolowyna underlined the need for general 
consensus on a figure for Holodomor loss-
es. He stated that, if Ukrainians want 
broader recognition of the Holodomor as 
genocide, they need to reach some agree-
ment on the number of losses. That said, 
Ukrainians face considerable political 
opposition on the genocide question, par-
ticularly from Russia. Dr. Wolowyna also 
noted that promoting inflated mortality fig-
ures damages credibility and risks harming 
rather than supporting calls for Holodomor 
recognition. 

(Continued from page 11)

Oleh Wolowyna...

“The nerve agent attack in Salisbury, on 
the soil of Canada’s close partner and ally, is 
a despicable, heinous and reckless act, 
potentially endangering the lives of hun-
dreds,” Canada’s Foreign Minister Chrystia 
Freeland said in a March 26 statement. 

She added: “This is part of a wider pat-
tern of unacceptable behavior by Russia, 
including complicity with the Assad 
regime, the annexation of Crimea, Russian-
led fighting in eastern Ukraine, support for 
civil strife in Ukraine, Georgia, Moldova and 
other neighboring countries, interference 
in elections and disinformation campaigns.”

Three applications by the Russian gov-
ernment for diplomatic accreditation were 
also denied by Canada.

Ukraine’s Russia sanctions

Kyiv started implementing restrictive 
measures against Russia as soon as 
Moscow invaded the country in late 
February 2014 after the Euro-Maidan 
Revolution. Crimea was annexed in March 
2014 and the easternmost regions of 
Donetsk and Luhansk were invaded in 
April of that year. Approximately 7 percent 
of Ukraine’s territory is now under Kremlin 
occupation. 

Military and military-technical coopera-
tion was cut off in the first days of the 
Donbas war, including the servicing or sup-
ply of dual-use hardware. By September 
2015, more than 1,700 Russian citizens 
were banned from entering the country 
and only international passports – not the 
internal ones that Russians use – were 
accepted at border crossings. 

On September 16, 2015, President Petro 
Poroshenko imposed official sanctions on 
nearly 400 individuals and over 100 legal 
entities that included entry bans, asset 
freezes and other measures. 

By May 2017, the list was expanded to 
468 Russian legal entities and 1,228 indi-
viduals, according to a presidential order. 
And 18 additional Russian companies were 
sanctioned at the SBU’s request in 
November of that year. Those sactioned 
were determined to be entities and persons 
that “could damage the national economic 
interests of Ukraine.”

Popular Russian social media sites and 
propaganda outlets posing as news servic-
es were among those sanctioned. 

Russian banks with state ownership 
stakes have also been targeted, and on 
March 1 the National Security and Defense 
Council (NSDC) supported a central bank 
measure to extend “special economic” 
sanctions in place on them.

Five Russian banks combined have a 
large share of Ukraine’s banking industry 
market: Sberbank, Prominvestbank, VTB 

Bank, VS Bank and BM Bank. Sanctions 
were imposed on them to prevent the local 
banking units from moving capital out of 
the country and shifting it ultimately to 
their parent companies. 

An economic cooperation agreement 
with Russia that was to be in effect until 
2020 was also annulled last week. 

Ukraine still has a visa-free reciprocal 
travel regime with Russia. However, 
Russians now need biometric passports to 
enter Ukraine as of January 1, and direct air 
travel is banned. 

Additional obstacles might come into 
force. On March 1, the NSDC ordered the 
Cabinet of Ministers to draft a bill to have 
Russians electronically give advance notice 
of the purpose and intent of visiting 
Ukraine. 

Ukraine’s economy has lost almost $100 
billion due to Russia’s war-mongering since 
2014, according to Swedish economist 
Anders Aslund, who is a senior fellow at the 
Washington-based Atlantic Council’s 
Eurasia Center. 

In a report he published earlier in 
March, Dr. Aslund noted that the Ukrainian 
government and companies have filed legal 
claims for damages, violations of human 
rights and on charges of terrorism against 
Russia in such jurisdictions as the 
Stockholm Arbitration Institute, the 
International Court of Arbitration at The 
Hague, the High Court of London, the 
European Court of Human Rights in 
Strasbourg, the International Court of 
Justice and the International Criminal 
Court. 

Envoy expulsions merely symbolic

The global initiative of expelling Russian 
diplomats was heralded as a show of unity 
among liberal democracies, especially in 
trans-Atlantic solidarity. 

More targeted and asymmetric mea-
sures were called for against Russia. 

“It is important as never before not to be 
limited to symbolic gestures,” Mr. 

(Continued from page 1)

Over 150 Russian...

Poroshenko said in a March 26 statement. 
“The next step is to increase the price for 
international crimes of Moscow, inter alia, 
through the increase of personal, financial 
and economic sanctions.”

Imposing financial sanctions on Russia, 
“including full (Iran-style) blocking sanc-
tions on Russian financial institutions, a 
prohibition of transactions with Russian 
defense companies, and a termination of 
the Nordstream II pipeline” would send a 
stronger message, said Michael Carpenter, 
a nonresident senior fellow at the Atlantic 
Council’s Eurasia Center. 

The diplomatic expulsions do little to 
“deter by punishment” through imposing 
or threatening significant costs should 
Russia attempt “another hostile action of 
this kind [poisoning or killing]”, said Dr. 
Nigel Gould-Davies, an associate fellow at 
U.K.-based Chatham House. 

Deterring Russia’s aggressive campaign 
to expand influence at home and abroad 

will take more international action, accord-
ing to experts. 

To  “deal  with  Put inism,”  Rob 
Dannenberg, a 24-year veteran of CIA 
wrote for The Cipher Brief, countries 
should “go after the money,” including Mr. 
Putin’s, as well as that of senior members 
of his government and the oligarchs aligned 
with him.

“Their assets should be identified, publi-
cized, and sanctioned, to incentivize them 
to distance themselves from Putin,” he said. 

Russia’s energy and arms industries 
should also be targeted, he added. 

“In addition to imposing meaningful 
sanctions, the United States should lead a 
diplomatic and cultural effort to treat 
Putin’s government as the pariah state pro-
portionate to the disruption and damage 
Putin has caused in recent years. Why stop 
at barring them from the G-8? Why not kick 
them out of the G-20?” Mr. Dannenberg 
wrote. 

The Russian Embassy in Kyiv on Povitroflotskyi 
Avenue.

Infographic showing the numbers of Russian diplomats suspected of being 
intelligence officers who were expelled around the globe as of March 27.

Foreign & Commonwealth Office of the UK Serhii Nuzhnenko/Radio Svoboda
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Дзвонять дзвони Великодні!
Божа Паска вже сьогодні.

Лине пісня із небес.
Радість всім Христос Воскрес!

Христос Воскрес! Воістину Воскрес!

КРАЙОВА ПЛАСТОВА СТАРШИНА США

З НАГОДИ СВЯТА ВОСКРЕСІННЯ, 
КРАЙОВА ПЛАСТОВА СТАРШИНА В США 

вітає 
Всіх укрaїнців нa рідних землях і в діяспорі, Ієрархів 

українських церков і духовенство тa Український уряд, 
Проводи Головної Пластової Ради і Головної Булави, 

Крайову Пластову Старшину в усіх країнах, 
де існує Пласт, і всю пластову родину.

� e Executive Committee 
of the Ukrainian National Association

and its newspapers, 
Svoboda and � e Ukrainian Weekly 

extend best wishes for a Happy Easter to the leaders of Ukrainian Churches; 
Ukrainian organizations; the UNA General Assembly; District Committees; 

Branches and members; readers of the UNA publications,
as well as Ukrainian communities in the diaspora and Ukraine.

Christ is Risen!  Indeed He is Risen!
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Wishing 

a very Happy Easter 

to all my family and friends.  

Myron Kolinsky

ШКІЛЬНА РАДА при УККА
 Вітає своїх Учнів, їх Батьків, Вчителів

 та все українське громадянство з

ВЕЛИКОДНІМИ СВЯТАМИ
та бажає успіхів в науці 

та приємних літніх  вакацій. 

ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС!

УПРАВА  ШКІЛЬНОЇ РАДИ

Радісних Свят

Воскресіння Христового

родині, приятелям, знайомим,
Головному Урядові УНСоюзу,
працівникам, управам Округ 

та Відділів

щиро бажають

Стефан і Святослава Качараї
з родиною

Веселих Свят 
Воскресіння Христового

рідним, приятелям і знайомим

бажають

Люба і Юрій 
Вальчуки

to family and friends,  
members of the UNA 
General Assembly,

 Branch Secretaries, and all 
UNA employees.

Yuriy and Nataliya 
Symczyk

З нагоди

СВІТЛОГО ПРАЗНИКА
ВОСКРЕСІННЯ ХРИСТОВОГО

щиро вітаємо

СВОЇХ ЧЛЕНІВ, УКРАЇНСЬКУ ГРОМАДУ, а зокрема
НАЧАЛЬНОГО ПЛАСТУНА, ПЛАСТОВІ ПРОВОДИ,

УПРАВУ ПЛАСТ-ПРИЯТУ, ВСІХ ФУНДАТОРІВ,
ДОБРОДІЇВ та ЖЕРТВОДАВЦІВ

ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС!
ВОІСТИНУ ВОСКРЕС!

ДИРЕКЦІЯ ПЛАСТОВОЇ
ФУНДАЦІЇ В НЮ-ЙОРКУ

КРАЙОВА УПРАВА СПІЛКИ УКРАЇНСЬКОЇ МОЛОДІ В АМЕРИЦІ

б а ж а є

Ієрархам Українських Церков, Світовій Управі СУМ, 
всім Управам Осередків та Булавам Відділів Юнацтва СУМ, 

членам і прихильникам та 
Українському Народові в Україні і в діаспорі 

мирних і радісних Великодніх Свят.

ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС!       ВОІСТИНУ ВОСКРЕС!
     За Крайову Управу СУМ:
    Адріан Длябога, Голова        Оля Тимуш, Секретар
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УКРАЇНСЬКИЙ ІНСТИТУТ 
АМЕРИКИ

вітає щирим

ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС!
ВСЕЧЕСНЕ ДУХОВЕНСТВО

УКРАЇНСЬКИХ ЦЕРКОВ,
УПРАВИ ТА ЧЛЕНСТВО ВСІХ 
УКРАЇНСЬКИХ ОРГАНІЗАЦІЙ

І ВСІХ СВОЇХ ЧЛЕНІВ, ПРИЯТЕЛІВ
ТА ЛАСКАВИХ ЖЕРТВОДАВЦІВ.

2 East 79th Sreet, New York, NY 10075
www.ukrainianinstitute.org

 
З нагоди 

Христового Воскресіння 
Екзекутива та Рада Директорів

Злученого Українського Американського 
Допомогового Комітету

шле щирий привіт і святочні побажання Ієрархам 
і духовенству Українських Церков, нашим добродіям 

і жертводавцям, членам ЗУАДК-у і всім нашим 
братам і сестрам по цілому світі.

 Нехай Всемогучий Господь обдарує всіх щедрими ласками.

Христос Воскрес!    Воістину Воскрес!

Екзекутива ЗУАДК-у

United Ukrainian American Relief Committee, Inc.
1206 Cottman Ave,  Philadelphia, PA 19111
Tel. 215-728-1630  •  Fax. 215-728-1631

e-mail: uuarc@verizon.net  •  web site: www.uuarc.org

 Ukrainian World Congress Easter Greetings
On the occasion of the greatest and most sacred of Holy Days – the Resurrection of 
Jesus Christ – the Ukrainian World Congress (UWC) extends sincere greetings to the 
Hierarchs and clergy of Ukrainian Churches, President, Prime Minister, Chairman of 
the Parliament and Defence Forces of Ukraine, leaders and membership of Ukrainian 
community organizations in the diaspora within the UWC 53-country network and 
the entire global Ukrainian community!
On this Holy Day, we all remember the su� ering and death of the Son of God and 
with this celebrate His great Resurrection. � e signi� cant event of the Resurrection 
of Jesus Christ was testimony to the victory of life over death and goodness over evil, 
and became the foundation of Christian faith and hope, and the eternal source of 
inspiration for every Christian. 
� is year the millions-strong Ukrainian diaspora once again celebrates Christ’s 
Resurrection at a time when our spiritual homeland continues to su� er from the 
Russian hybrid war. However, we � rmly believe that with every day our joint e� orts 
bring Ukraine’s victory closer together with peace and harmony on its land. 
On Easter Sunday, the UWC calls upon the global Ukrainian community to pray to 
the Son of God, ask for His continued protection of Ukraine, and to remember in our 
prayers all of the fallen and victims as a result of Russian aggression in Crimea and 
the Donbas, and those who during this holiday are risking their lives on the Eastern 
borders of Ukraine.   
May the Easter holidays strengthen the unity of our vast Ukrainian family, members 
of which share common spiritual values and a sense of responsibility for the future of 
Ukraine and the Ukrainian people! 

Christ is Risen! Truly He is Risen!
Media contact: Irene Mycak
UKRAINIAN WORLD CONGRESS
145 Evans Avenue, Suite 207
Toronto, ON  M8Z 5X8 CANADA
Tel. (416) 323-3020 • Fax (416) 323-3250  
E-mail: uwc@ukrainianworldcongress.org
Website: ukrainianworldcongress.org

� e UWC is the international coordinating body for Ukrainian communities in the 
diaspora representing the interests of over 20 million Ukrainians. � e UWC has a network 
of member organizations and ties with Ukrainians in 53 countries. Founded in 1967, the 
UWC was recognized in 2003 by the United Nations Economic and Social Council as a non-
governmental organization with special consultative status.
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Edmonton Partyzany win third annual Alexander Cup USCAK hockey tournament
USCAK

EDMONTON, Alberta – The 2018 Alexander Cup USCAK 
Hockey Tournament was held on February 17-18 at the 
River Cree Hotel and Resort on Treaty 6 Territory in 
Edmonton, Alberta. Hundreds of Ukrainian hockey fans 
came out to watch and together raised over $1,500 that 
was donated to the Fight for Hope charity to help children 
who are battling cancer. 

Organized by the Ukrainian Sports Federation of the 
U.S.A. and Canada (USCAK), the tournament featured seven 
teams in a round-robin qualification format:  New Jersey 
Kings, Edmonton Partyzany, Edmonton Kozaks, Edmonton 
Ukes, Edmonton U.A. Lions, Edmonton Kovbasa Cossacks 
and Edmonton Bombs. 

The third Alexander Cup united Ukrainians across North 
America, who were welcomed by the Enoch Cree Nation to 
participate on Treaty 6 Territory. A fitting drum blessing 
was played before the opening puck drop. During the open-
ing ceremonies, the national anthems of Ukraine, the 
United States and Canada were sung. 

USCAK President Myron Bytz welcomed the teams and 
introduced Mike Miskiw, USCAK vice-president for western 
Canada, who was recognized for his efforts in organizing 
the tournament, and USCAK board members Teo Bodnar, 
track and field director, and Chris Bytz, ice hockey director. 
Also on hand to participate in the ceremonial puck drop 
were Olesia Luciw-Andriyjowycz, president of the Alberta 
Provincial Council of the Ukrainian Canadian Congress, and 
2017 Ukrainian Sports Museum and Hall of Fame inductee 
Marco Cyncar. 

USCAK thanked its tournament supporters, including 
Ukraine Athletic of Edmonton (League of Ukrainian 
Canadians) and the Ukrainian Youth Association for all the 
volunteers who helped enhance the Ukrainian hockey 
community camaraderie, as well as Tryzub Transport, Pure 
Mortgage, Taste of Ukraine, Ukrainian Youth Unity 

Complex, Zawalak Family, League of Ukrainian Canadians, 
Kontakt Ukrainian Television Alberta, Jox Sports Bar and 
League of Ukrainian Canadian Women.

Following the tournament, the teams enjoyed a 
Ukrainian buffet supper and the awarding of the Player of 
the Game, recognizing one player from each team. Dallas 
Ungarian of the Partyzany was recognized as Goalie of the 
Tournament. Official recognition went to the Edmonton 
Partyzany, who went undefeated to capture the third 
Alexander Cup title. 

Final Results

Edmonton Partyzany – champions
Edmonton Bombs – runner-up
Edmonton U.A. Lions / Edmonton Kozaks (third place)
New Jersey Kings (fourth)
Edmonton Ukes (fifth)
Edmonton Kovbasa Cossacks (sixth)
For more information, readers may visit the USCAK 

Facebook page, www.facebook.com/UkrainianSports 
Federation, or the USCAK website, www.uscak.org. 

SPORTS

Edmonton Partyzany – the tournament champions.

Edmonton Bombs Edmonton Lions Edmonton Kozaks

C S F C U

ФЕДЕРАЛЬНА КРЕДИТОВА 
КООПЕРАТИВА „САМОПОМІЧ“

у Клівленді, Огайо 
з нагоди

СВІТЛОГО ХРИСТОВОГО ВОСКРЕСІННЯ
в і т а є

Український народ у вільній Україні, Ієрархів і Духовенство Українських 
Церков, Проводи українських організацій в Україні та в діяспорі, 

Українську світову Кооперативну Раду та Централю Українських 
Кооператив Америки, всіх своїх членів та все українське громадянство.

ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС!
Дирекція, Комітети 

й Працівники

Russian hybrid aggression that grossly vio-
lates the international order and poses a 
threat of international magnitude. Mr. Czolij 
called for strengthening sanctions against 
the Russian Federation, including its exclu-

sion from the SWIFT financial network until 
it fully complies with the Minsk agreements; 
support for the deployment of a U.N. peace-
keeping mission to eastern Ukraine and a 
monitoring, or a remote monitoring, mis-
sion to Crimea; adoption of Magnitsky-type 
legislation to address violations of human 
rights, including in the occupied territories 
of eastern Ukraine and Crimea; and the 

introduction of an aid package similar to the 
Marshall Plan for the economic develop-
ment and continued reform of Ukraine. The 
UWC leader urged high-ranking officials to 
refrain from travelling to World Cup soccer 
games in the Russian Federation. 

He placed particular emphasis on the 
significant progress of Ukraine in reform-
ing important spheres such as education, 
health care and rule of law, including 
reform of the Supreme Court of Ukraine. 

At his meeting with Minister of 

Temporarily Occupied Territories and 
Internally Displaced Persons of Ukraine 
Vadym Chernysh, Mr. Czolij discussed fur-
ther support for Ukraine.

During this official visit to Belgium on 
February 27-March 1, the UWC president 
was accompanied by t Ms. Iaroshevych, the 
director of  the UWC Mission to 
International Organizations in Brussels. 
The mission’s deputy director, Dmytro 
Panchuk, also participated in individual 
events and meetings.

(Continued from page 4)

UWC president...

headlines for many months to come, it is 
worth noting the length and sensitivity of 
the SBU operation that led to their arrest, 
and the lack of leaks during its covert 
phase. Indeed, almost certainly far more 
intelligence was (and will be) gleaned and 
evidence collected than will ever be made 
public or appear in a courtroom – perhaps 
on account of how it was obtained. Clearly, 
Ukrainian security services accumulated a 
significant amount of SIGINT and effective-
ly used various covert technologies – 
though neither Mr. Ruban nor Ms. 
Savchenko seemed to be particularly con-

cerned with counter-surveillance strate-
gies. And it remains unknown whether the 
SBU’s operational phase is now complete.

Prosecutor General Lutsenko stated 
there may yet be further arrests: “We can 
guess who this puppeteer is because of the 
slogans of the so-called Ukrainian Choice” 
(Interfax, March 22). The inference to draw 
from this is that Mr. Medvedchuk, the offi-
cial interlocutor between Presidents 
Vladimir Putin and Petro Poroshenko relat-
ing to the swapping of captives, may be 
expected to become the SBU’s next priority.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 2)

Did Ukrainian...
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21 Silas Deane Highway, Wethersfi eld, CT 06109
Tel.: 800-405-4714 • 860-296-4714 • Fax: 860-296-3499

New Britain, CT Branch
270 Broad Street, New Britain, CT 06053
Tel.: 860-801-6095, Fax: 860-801-6120

Westfi eld, MA 01085
103 North Elm Street, Westfi eld, MA 01085

Tel.: 413-568-4948, Fax: 413-568-4747

 Вже дзвони весняні у серці лунають
 До свят Великодніх приготовляють.
 Бажаєм безгрішно і радісно жити,
 Людей поважати і Богу служити.

А потім по святах про себе подбайте:
Ідіть в Кредитівку та гроші вкладайте.
Пенсійний рахунок Вам всім допоможе
В достатку прожити – любий із Вас може.

ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС!
Запрошуємо Вас і Вашу родину, що мешкають

в околицях Ню-Інґланд, завітати до нашої Кредитівки.
Дозвольте нам полагодити Ваші фінансові справи.
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ПЛЕМ’Я ПЛАСТУНОК  „ПЕРШІ СТЕЖІ“
влаштовує

„ДЕННИЙ ТАБІР ПТАШАТ ПРИ ПЛАСТІ“
     для дітей від 4 до 6 років, які володіють 

(розуміють і розмовляють) українською мовою

• Дитина мусить мати закінчених 4 роки життя до 31 серпня 2018 р. Вийнятків немає. 
• Дитина мусить мати усі приписані щеплення.
• Дитина, яка склала Заяву Вступу до новацтва, не може брати участи в таборaх для Пташат.

 Табір відбудеться на Союзівці  у двох групах:
• від неділі 24 червня до суботи 30 червня 2018 р.
• від неділі 1 липня до суботи 7 липня 2018 р.

У справі кімнат просимо порозуміватися прямо з Адміністрацією Союзівки:
SOYUZIVKA, P. O. Box 529, 216 Foordmore Road, Kerhonkson, NY 12446

                         (845) 626-5641;  www. Soyuzivka.com;  Fax: 845-626-4638

• Tаборова оплата: $150.00 ($20.00 незворотні); оплата за два тижні 290.00 дол.
• Зголошення і таборову оплату (чек виписаний на Plast – Pershi Stezhi) надсилати до: 

 Mrs. Oresta Fedyniak, 2626 W. Walton Ave., Chicago, IL 60622
                       Tel.: 773 486-0394 (від 8:00 до 10:00 ранку)

• Реченець зголошень: 30 травня 2018 р.  • Після реченця не приймаємо зголошень.
• Лікарську посвідку НЕ пересилати з анкетою зголошення. Просимо передати при       
   реєстрації.

КАРТА ЗГОЛОШЕННЯ НА ТАБІР ПТАШАТ-2018
Ім’я і прізвище дитини ....................................................................................................................

                        по-українськи і по-англійськи

Дата народження ...............................................................................................................................
Адреса ....................................................................................................................................................
Телефон .................................................... E-mail ..............................................................................

Просимо залучити посвідку дати народження дитини, яку вписуєтe на табір перший раз
     ☐ від 24 червня до 30 червня 2018 р.  ☐ від 1 липня до 7 липня 2018 р.
     Величина таборової сорочинки дитини: ☐ 6-8,  ☐10-12,    ☐14-16.
     ☐ Залучую чек на суму $..............           ☐ Резервую кімнату на Союзівці

................................................................................................................................................................
ім’я і прізвище матері (подати дівоче прізвище)

Завваги ................................................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................................................
 ...............................................................................................................Підпис батька або матері

representative for Ukraine negotiations, 
Ambassador Kurt Volker.  Joining the dis-
cussion were Andriy Futey, president of the 
Ukrainian Congress Committee of America 
(UCCA), and Michael Sawkiw Jr., director of 
the Ukrainian National Information Service 
(UNIS). 

The nearly hour-long discussion focused 
on several key elements to advancing peace 
in Ukraine: increasing sanctions on the 
Russian Federation for its continued 
aggression in Ukraine and illegal annexa-
tion of the Crimean Peninsula; affording 
Ukraine continued defensive military 
weapons to defend its territorial sovereign-
ty and independence; and providing 
Ukraine the tools needed to combat cor-
ruption in order to help sustain and expand 
Ukraine’s economy. Coordination of assis-
tance with other U.S. allies was also dis-
cussed as a means of strengthening rela-
tionships with Ukraine and promoting 
needed reforms. 

The Ukrainian diaspora representatives 
expressed their gratitude to Ambassador 

Volker for his efforts to resolve the ongoing 
Russian war in Ukraine.  A discussion 
ensued regarding the upcoming NATO 
summit and the alliance’s re-commitment 
to an “open door” policy for aspiring coun-

tries.  Four countries have indicated their 
aspirations to become members of NATO:  
Georgia, Ukraine, Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
and the former Yugoslav Republic of 
Macedonia.  

Rep. Doug Lamborn (R-Colo.) meets with UWC 
President Eugene Czolij (right) and UNIS 

Director Michael Sawkiw Jr. (left).

UNIS
Special Representative for Ukraine, Ambassador Kurt Volker (center) meets with 
Ukrainian diaspora representatives. From left are: Andrew Futey, president, 
Ukrainian Congress Committee of America; Eugene Czolij, president, Ukrainian 
World Congress; Michael Sawkiw Jr., director, Ukrainian National Information 

Service; and Zenon Potichnyj, treasurer, Ukrainian World Congress.

(Continued from page 1)

Ukrainian World...

Additional conversation centered on 
Crimea and the human, religious and 
national rights abuses on the illegally 
annexed peninsula.  On the anniversary of 
Russia’s illegal annexation of Crimea, the 
Department of State issued a statement on 
the current conditions in Ukraine and 
called for the return of the peninsula to 
Ukraine. The statement underscored: 
“Crimea is a part of Ukraine. The United 
States again condemns the Russian occupa-
tion of Crimea and calls for its immediate 
end. Our Crimea-related sanctions will 
remain in place until Russia returns control 
of the peninsula to Ukraine.”

While in Washington, Mr. Czolij also met 
Rep. Doug Lamborn (R-Colo.), member of 
the Congressional Ukraine Caucus. Having 
traveled to Ukraine last year, the congress-
man expressed his support for advancing 
U.S.-Ukraine bilateral relations. Congress 
was to vote later that week for a spending 
bill that included appropriations for assis-
tance to Ukraine, as well as Ukrainian secu-
rity assurances.  Both Mr. Czolij and Mr. 
Sawkiw conveyed their appreciation for 
Rep. Lamborn’s support and encouraged 
him to continue his efforts within Congress 
to bring an end to the Russian war in 
Ukraine. 

The day’s meetings concluded with 
meetings with administration officials in 
the Office of the Vice-President and the 
State Department.  A range of topics was 
discussed, including support for Ukraine’s 
reform initiatives; increasing sanctions 
against Russia to include sectoral sanc-
tions; the internal dynamics in Ukraine; 
combatting hybrid/information warfare 
in Ukraine; and promoting greater aware-
ness about the severe human and nation-
al rights abuses in Russian-occupied 
Crimea. 

On behalf of the worldwide Ukrainian 
diaspora, the UWC president thanked the 
United States for its global leadership in 
support of Ukraine.

Come Back Alive alleged that the myste-
rious system had been brought in from 
Russia. 

Moscow has denied providing the sepa-
ratist forces with weapons despite what 
Kyiv and NATO say is evidence proving that 
it has done so.

Copyright 2018, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-osce-con-
flict-monitors-drone-program-relaunch/ 
29127731.html).

(Continued from page 3)

Ukraine conflict...
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Through April 22 Art exhibit, “Silence” by Oleksiy Lytvynenko, Ukrainian 
New York Institute of America, www.ukrainianinstitute.org or 
 212-288-8660

April 3 Presentation by Lidia Stefanowska, “MUR (Union of 
New York Ukrainian Writers) and the Revival of Ukrainian Literary
 Life in the DP Camps in Germany (1945-1948),” Columbia
 University, http://harriman.columbia.edu or 212-854-4697

April 5 Discussion with Ambassador of Ukraine to the United
New York Nations Volodymyr Yelchenko, “Crimea Four Years After
 Annexation,” Columbia University, www.eventbrite. com/
 e/crimea-four-years-after-annexation-registration-
 44420618265

April 6-8 Film screening, “Julia Blue” by Roxy Toporowych, 
Phoenix, AZ Phoenix Film Festival, www.phoenixfilmfestival.com

April 6-8 Film screening, “Julia Blue” by Roxy Toporowych, 
Cleveland Cleveland International Film Festival,
 www.clevelandfilm.org

April 7 Concert, “Shades of Love,” with soprano Karyl Ryczek, 
New York clarinetist Anthony McGill, violinist Solomiya Ivakhiv, 
 and pianists Wayman Chin and Tanya Bannister, 
 Ukrainian Institute of America, 
 www.ukrainianinstitute.org or 212-288-8660

April 7 Easter divine liturgy with blessing of Easter baskets, 
Austin, TX featuring performance of hayilky and picnic, St. Michael 
 Academy Chapel,
 https://www.facebook.com/events/563064077382744

April 9 Presentation by Vladislav Davidzon, “The Ukrainian 
Cambridge, MA Culture Industry After the Maidan Revolution,” Harvard
 University, http://huri.harvard.edu

April 10 Book talk, “Odessa Revisited” by Patricia Herlihy and 
Cambridge, MA Vladislav Davidzon, Harvard University,
 http://huri.harvard.edu 

April 10 Presentation by Anne Applebaum, “The Ukrainian
Stanford, CA  Famine Reconsidered: Why It Happened – and Why It
 Matters,” Koret-Taube Conference Center, Stanford
 University, https://creees.stanford.edu

April 14-15 St. Thomas Pilgrimage weekend, St. Andrew Ukrainian
South Bound Brook, Cemetery, Metropolia Center of the Ukrainian
NJ Orthodox Church of the U.S.A., www.uocofusa.org

April 15 Concert, “A Ukrainian Montage,” featuring the Ukrainian 
Fort Lauderdale, FL Dancers of Miami, Gerdan musical ensemble and Trio 
 Maksymowich vocal ensemble, Broward Center for the 
 Performing Arts, 954-462-0222

April 15 Annual “Sviachene” Easter Dinner, St. Vladimir 
Scranton, PA Ukrainian Catholic Church, 570-503-1514

April 15 Film screening, “When Will This Wind Stop,” and
New York discussion with Idil P. Izmirli, The Ukrainian Museum,
 212-228-0110 or www.ukrainianmuseum.org

April 19 Wolodymyr Dylynsky Memorial Lecture, “The Ukrainian 
Toronto Night: An Intimate History of Revolution” by Marci
 Shore, Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Studies,
 University of Toronto, 
 https://munkschool.utoronto.ca/event/24672/register

April 20-21 Literary evening, “Where the Rivers Flow: Zhadan and 
New York Friends read and react to his book ‘Mesopotamia,’ The 
 Ukrainian Museum, 212-228-0110 or 
 www.ukrainianmuseum.org 

April 22 Concert by pianist Serhiy Salov, The Lyceum, The 
Alexandria, VA Washington Group Cultural Fund, www.twgcf.org

Entries in “Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to events 
advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome submissions 
from all our readers. Items will be published at the discretion of the editors 
and as space allows. Please send e-mail to mdubas@ukrweekly.com.

The UNA announces 
Scholarships and Awards

for students attending
college in the 2018-2019

academic year.

Students wishing to apply for a UNA scholarship or 
award must meet the following criteria:

•   Have been an active, premium-paying UNA member
     for at least two years by June 1st of 2018
•   Have had a single premium policy or an annuity, 
     valued at a minimum of $5,000 during the last two 
     years
•   Be enrolled as a full-time student in an accredited 
     college or university, studying towards their � rst 
     bachelor’s degree

� e application for a UNA scholarship or award must 
be postmarked no later than June 1, 2018.

For complete details and applications, please call the
UNA headquarters or visit the Our Bene� ts page on
the UNA website at:

www.UkrainianNationalAssociation.org

UNA, Inc.
2200 Route 10
Parsippany, NJ 07054 
800-253-9862 ext. 3035

NATO’s commitment to eventual mem-
bership for Ukraine and Georgia was also 
based on each country meeting the criteria 
for membership, through the implementa-
tion of necessary reforms. The prospect of 
eventual membership was also hoped to be 
a stimulator for these reforms, to enhance 
the Ukrainian and Georgian leaderships’ 
standings with their own public in upcom-
ing elections, and it sent a clear message to 
Russia that NATO has a strategic stake in 
Ukraine and Georgia, even if they are not 
yet members of the alliance and irrespec-
tive of the duration of the MAP process.

Based on the NATO summit’s communi-
qué, assessments on the progress of 
Ukraine and Georgia toward MAPs would 
be determined at the ministerial level, with 
multiple assessments possible due to the 
expressed reluctance by German and 
French representatives to approve MAPs 
for Ukraine and Georgia. It was hoped that 
this decision would allow Ukraine and 

Georgia to work toward MAPs before the 
NATO ministerial-level meeting in 
December 2008 in Brussels. 

This year on March 10, Ukraine was 
added to the list of aspirant members rec-
ognized by NATO, with Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, Georgia and Macedonia. 
NATO-Ukraine relations, as described on 
the alliance’s website, shifted to include a 
reference to a bill adopted by Ukraine’s 
Parliament on June 8, 2017, which set 
NATO membership as Ukraine’s foreign 
policy objective.

Ukraine’s Vice Prime Minister for Euro-
Atlantic Integration Ivanna Klympush 
Tsintsadze said: “There’s a long path 
between recognizing ambitions and mem-
bership. It consists of, first of all, internal 
work, but we can successfully walk this 
path if we will purposefully change the 
country according to NATO’s democratic, 
social, economic, political and, of course, 
military principles and approaches.”

Source: “NATO makes commitment to even-
tual membership for Ukraine and Georgia,” by 
Vladimir Socor (Eurasia Daily Monitor), The 
Ukrainian Weekly, April 13, 2008.

(Continued from page 6)

Turning...

more difficult and thus allowed Mr. Putin to 
move forward with his plans.

 “I remember,” Mr. Portnikov says, “how 
Western diplomats, experts and journalists 
reacted with smiles when we explained to 
them that this was not an attack on Ukraine: 
this was an attack on you and on all of us. On 
Ukrainian territory, [Putin] is fighting with 
America, with the West and with all those he 
hated with all the fibers of his Chekist soul.”

Now things have deteriorated to the 

point that Mr. Putin has launched a chemi-
cal attack in Salisbury, England. And finally 
the West has reacted as it should have 
much, much earlier. But this, tragically, is an 
old, old story, the Ukrainian analyst and 
commentator continues.

“In the 1930s, it seemed to many that if 
they gave Hitler Austria and closed their eyes 
to the destruction of Czechoslovakia that he 
would be satisfied and there would be no 
war. In the 2010s, they decided that Putin 
would be satisfied with Crimea and would 
stop at the Donbas. But aggressors have their 
own dietary plans. They get fat as long as 
they are allowed to,” the analyst concludes.

(Continued from page 3)

West fi nally...
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PREVIEW OF EVENTS
Sunday, April 15

FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla.: The Ukrainian 
Dancers of Miami Inc., in their 69th season, 
present a whirlwind afternoon of Ukrainian 
folk dance, song and art, in their 26th annu-
al “A Ukrainian Montage” concert, featuring 
the Ukrainian Dancers of Miami, the musi-
cal ensemble Gerdan and the vocal ensem-
ble Trio Maksymowich. The concert begins 
at 2 p.m. in the Amaturo Theater at the 
Broward Center for the Performing Arts 
(201 SW Fifth Ave., Fort Lauderdale, FL 
33312). Admission is $25. Tickets are avail-
able at BrowardCenter.org or by calling 
Ticketmaster at 954-462-0222. For group 
sales call 954-660-6307. 

Sunday, April 22

ALEXANDRIA, Va.: The Washington 

Group Cultural Fund presents pianist 
Serhiy Salov at The Lyceum, 201 S. 
Washington St., Alexandria, VA 22314 at 3 
p.m. in a recital featuring works by Bach, 
Chopin, Lysenko and Shamo. Mr. Salov, 
first prize winner of the 2004 Montreal 
International Musical Competition, has 
played with orchestras in Europe, Canada 
and the United States. He draws on sub-
stantial periods of study in both composi-
tion and musicology. Indeed, it was his 
own arrangement for solo piano of 
Stravinsky’s “Rite of Spring” that led 
Gramophone to state that “Serhiy Salov 
makes Stravinsky’s masterpiece his own.” 
A reception will follow. Suggested dona-
tion: $20; free admission for students; 
unreserved seating. For more information 
e-mail twgculturalfund@gmail.com.

PREVIEW OF EVENTS GUIDELINES
Preview of Events is a listing of Ukrainian community events open to the public. It is a ser-
vice provided at minimal cost ($20 per listing) by The Ukrainian Weekly to the Ukrainian 
community. 

To have an event listed in Preview of Events please send information, in English, written 
in Preview format, i.e., in a brief paragraph that includes the date, place, type of event, 
sponsor, admission, full names of persons and/or organizations involved, and a phone 
number and/or e-mail address to be published for readers who may require additional 
information. Items must be no more than 100 words long. 

Preview items must be received no later than one week before the desired date of 
publication (i.e., they must be received by 9 am Monday morning). Please include pay-
ment for each time the item is to appear and indicate date(s) of issue(s) in which the item 
is to be published. Also, senders are asked to include the phone number of a person who 
may be contacted by The Weekly during daytime hours, as well as their complete mailing 
address. 

Information should be sent to preview@ukrweekly.com. When e-mailing, please do not 
send items as attachments – simply type the text into the body of the e-mail message. 
Preview items and payments may be mailed to: Preview of Events, The Ukrainian Weekly, 
2200 Route 10, P.O. Box 280, Parsippany, NJ 07054.


