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by Mark Raczkiewycz

KYIV – Security Service of Ukraine (SBU) 
officers and prosecutors raided at least two 
Russian government-controlled media out-
lets on May 15 and detained one bureau 
chief in Kyiv on suspicion of high treason. 

Local RIA Novosti head Kyrylo 
Vyshinsky was taken a day later to a pre-
trial detention center in Kherson, 340 miles 
south of Kyiv, where he will face a hearing 
on whether he will be jailed, placed under 
house arrest or released on bail. Since most 
of his alleged anti-Ukrainian activities were 
based in Crimea, jurisdiction falls under the 
Crimean Prosecutor’s Office, which moved 
to Kherson after Russia illegally annexed 
the peninsula in March 2014. 

Mr. Vyshinsky, 51, is accused of directing 
a media campaign while allegedly taking 
orders from Russian superiors that justi-
fied the Kremlin’s takeover of Crimea, as 
well as the subsequent formation of two 
Moscow-created breakaway entities in the 
Donbas known as the Donetsk and 
Luhansk “people’s republics.” 

He has dual Ukrainian-Russian citizen-
ship, deputy SBU chief Viktor Kononenko 
said at a briefing on May 15, while showing 
slides depicting images of the passports. 
The native of Dnipro (formerly called 
Dnipropetrovsk) purportedly received 
monthly payments of 53,000 euros to fund 
what the SBU officer called “subversive 
informational activities” and “participating 
in propaganda acts.” Payments were alleg-

edly made from the Russian state-con-
trolled parent company to the Kyiv bureau 
chief through an elaborate financial scheme 
that involved money flowing from Serbia, 
originating in a Russian state-owned bank 
through a chain of dummy companies that 
the suspect ultimately controlled. 

“Many believe that anti-Ukrainian pro-
paganda originates exclusively in Russia or 
in the [Kremlin-occupied] territories,” the 
SBU deputy head said. “But as we see, a 
large quantity of propaganda content is 
produced in Ukraine.”

As a result, Mr. Vyshinsky allegedly 
received two Russian state medals for his 
work. During the briefing, Mr. Kononenko 
showed one for “services to the fatherland” 
issued by presidential order and another 
for the “return of Crimea” bestowed by 
Defense Minister Sergey Shoigu. 

The global Russian-controlled television 
conglomerate RT (formerly known as Russia 
Today) also had its office raided by law 
enforcement on May 15. Its office phones in 
Kyiv and website were allegedly down, RT 
editor-in-chief Margarita Simonyan tweeted. 

Russian President Vladimir Putin’s 
spokesperson called the moves by Ukrainian 
authorities “outrageous” and “scandalous.” 
He vowed that Moscow would respond to 
the Ukrainian law enforcement’s actions, but 
didn’t specify how.

“Russia never waits long with retaliatory 
measures, especially when such actions are 

Kyiv moves on Russian media outlets
suspected of treason against Ukraine

(Continued on page 13)

by Alexander Kuzma

SYRACUSE, N. Y. – Syracuse University 
on Sunday, May 13, awarded an honorary 
doctorate to Bishop Borys Gudziak, the 
president of the Ukrainian Catholic 
University in Lviv and bishop of the 
Eparchy of St. Volodymyr the Great in Paris, 
in recognition of his “vision of freedom and 
love of humanity” and for his courageous 
leadership in defying tyranny and standing 

with his students during the Revolution of 
Dignity in 2014.  

Bishop Gudziak received his undergrad-
uate degree from Syracuse University in 
1980.  The honorary doctorate was award-
ed by the chancellor of Syracuse University, 
Dr. Kent Syverud, during the 2018 
Commencement exercises at Syracuse 
University.  

Syracuse U. bestows honorary doctorate 
on Bishop Borys Gudziak, president of UCU

(Continued on page 18)

Syracuse University Chancellor Dr. Kent Syverud presents an honorary doctorate to 
Bishop Borys Gudziak.

Borys Buniak

Putin opens Crimean bridge condemned by Kyiv and EU
RFE/RL

Russian President Vladimir Putin has opened 
the country’s newly built bridge to the annexed 
Crimean peninsula, driving a truck across the 
span and drawing angry condemnation from Kyiv 
and the European Union.

Mr. Putin was shown live on state television at 
the wheel of a Kamaz truck in a convoy of vehicles 
that crossed what Russia calls the Crimean Bridge 
– a symbol of Moscow’s control over the 
Ukrainian peninsula – on May 15.

After an excited reporter welcomed “our 
heroes” as the convoy arrived on the Crimean 
side, Mr. Putin hopped out of the cab in jeans 
and a jacket and praised builders for the “mira-
cle” he said they had created.

“Throughout various historical epochs... peo-
ple have dreamed of building this bridge,” Mr. 
Putin said, calling it a “historic day.”

Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko said 
that “the illegal construction of the Kerch 
bridge is the latest evidence of the Kremlin’s 
disregard for international law.”

In a statement posted on Twitter, he said it 
was “particularly cynical” that the opening (Continued on page 16)

A $3.7-billion, 19-kilometer long bridge connecting Russia to the Ukrainian 
peninsula of Crimea that Moscow illegally annexed four years ago was officially 

opened on May 15.

www.most.life

took place days before the anniversary of the 
mass deportation of Crimean Tatars from 
their homeland by Soviet dictator Joseph 
Stalin in 1944.

European Union’s foreign policy chief 
Federica Mogherini’s spokeswoman said con-
struction of the bridge “constitutes another 
violation of Ukraine’s sovereignty and territo-
rial integrity by Russia.”

“The construction of the bridge aims at the 
further forced integration of the illegally annexed 
peninsula with Russia and its isolation from 
Ukraine, of which it remains a part,” spokeswom-
an Maja Kocijancic said in a statement.

The 19-kilometer bridge over the Kerch 
Strait had been scheduled to open in December 
2018, but Russian authorities recently 
announced it would open for cars and buses on 
May 16.

Construction on the bridge from Russia’s 
Krasnodar Krai to Crimea’s eastern end start-
ed in 2016, two years after Russia seized con-
trol of the peninsula following a military occu-
pation and a referendum denounced as illegit-
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Ukraine’s MFA protests Kerch bridge

Ukraine’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
(MFA) on May 15 expressed “its strong pro-
test in connection with the opening of the 
bridge through the Kerch Strait and in turn 
emphasizes the illegality of Russia’s con-
struction of this infrastructure facility with-
out the consent of Ukraine.” A statement 
issued by the MFA went on to say: “Such 
actions by Moscow are fundamentally con-
trary to generally accepted norms and prin-
ciples of international law, grossly violate 
the U.N. Convention on the Law of the Sea, 
1982, and bilateral contractual obligations 
towards Ukraine. In the face of Russian 
armed aggression against Ukraine and the 
temporary occupation of the Crimean pen-
insula, it is actually an attempt to legitimize 
the annexation of part of the sovereign ter-
ritory of Ukraine. Construction of the 
bridge, as well as any other actions of the 
Kremlin occupation authorities, can in no 
way change the status of the Autonomous 
Republic of Crimea and the city of 
Sevastopol as an integral part of the territo-
ry of Ukraine in its internationally recog-
nized borders. The Russian Federation, as 
an invading state, is fully responsible for 
the consequences of its internationally 
wrongful acts and will reimburse the dam-
age. Ukraine will consistently work on 
extending national and international sanc-
tions on persons and companies involved 
in the illegal construction of the bridge 
crossing through the Kerch Strait.” 
(Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine)

Three leaders discuss extending sanctions

Ukraine’s Presidential Administration 
reported on May 10 that during a working 
visit to Germany, President Petro 
Poroshenko held a trilateral meeting with 
President of France Emmanuel Macron and 
Chancellor of Germany Angela Merkel. “We 
had a very ambitious agenda. We discussed 
the issue of prolonging sanctions. We 
expressed serious concern over the escala-
tion of hostilities by the Russian Federation 
against Ukrainian troops. Last day in the 
Katerynivka area, we lost one Ukrainian 
hero, five were wounded,” Mr. Poroshenko 
noted. The Ukrainian president also noted 
that he had informed the leaders of France 

and Germany in detail about the situation 
in the Donbas. “We clearly emphasize and 
insist that the truce that was announced 
before Easter must be strictly followed by 
Russian terrorist troops,” he stressed. Mr. 
Poroshenko raised the issue of the de-occu-
pation of Crimea. “Obviously, we discussed 
the deoccupation and the imposition of 
sanctions for the illegal conduct of the elec-
tions. I spoke about it from the very begin-
ning,” Mr. Poroshenko commented. “We 
coordinate actions. The package of sanc-
tions on the implementation of the Minsk 
agreements and cessation of Russia’s 
aggression in the Donbas is inextricably 
linked to the package of sanctions for the 
illegal annexation of Crimea.” (Presidential 
Administration of Ukraine)

Ukrainians warned on travel to World Cup

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 
Ukraine has recommended that citizens of 
Ukraine refrain from traveling to the 
Russian Federation to attend the final of the 
Football World Cup in connection with seri-
ous threats to personal security. “The stay 
of Ukrainian citizens on the territory of the 
Russian Federation is associated with seri-
ous threats to personal security. Russian 
law enforcement agencies and punitive 
agencies resort to detentions and charges 
of espionage or terrorist activities, carry 
out other provocative acts against 
Ukrainians,” the Foreign Ministry said in its 
statement posted on the ministry’s website 
on May 15. Ukrainian diplomats noted that 
Russia resorts to a vicious practice of 
restricting or denying access to detained 
Ukrainian citizens for consuls and lawyers. 
The Foreign Affairs Ministry reported that 
“the incitement of anti-Ukrainian senti-
ments through Kremlin propaganda is an 
additional risk factor” for the stay of 
Ukrainian citizens on the territory of the 
Russian Federation. “Any demonstration of 
one’s belonging to Ukraine can provoke 
purposeful aggression on the part of 
Russian fan groups, most of which do not 
hide their hostile attitude towards 
Ukrainians,” the MFA said. The ministry 
also called on foreign partners to politically 
boycott the final part of the FIFA World Cup 

(Continued on page 12)

 ANALYSIS

by Rauf Mammadov
Eurasia Daily Monitor

Vladimir Putin started his fourth term 
as Russia’s president by promising ambi-
tious new social programs (Kremlin.ru, 
May 7). He may be able to deliver on these 
promises because the price of petroleum, 
one of the mainstays of Russia’s state bud-
get, has risen steadily. A barrel of oil, 
which was $30 two years ago, fetched $70 
this week.

Another reason Mr. Putin may be opti-
mistic is Germany’s unswerving support 
for Nord Stream 2, the undersea Baltic 
pipeline that will supply Russian natural 
gas directly to Germany and other parts of 
Europe. Nord Stream 2 will double the 
capacity of the previously built Nord 
Stream 1 pipeline from 55 billion to 110 
billion cubic meters per year. German 
Chancellor Angela Merkel’s government 
has backed the Russian-led project, despite 
protests from the European Union and sev-
eral European Union member states. At the 
same time, Russia’s state-owned Gazprom 
is building a pipeline that will supply 
Europe from the south, as well. The goal is 
to prevent Europe from developing alterna-
tives to Russian gas, which gives the 
Kremlin important political-economic 
leverage over the continent (see Eurasia 
Daily Monitor, April 11).

On May 3, Germany became the first EU 
country to begin building its portion of 
Nord Stream 2 – in its Baltic Sea port of 
Lubmin (Pipeline-journal.net, May 3). The 
construction started before Sweden and 
Finland signed off on the pipeline running 
through their waters. The Lubmin work 
was a poke in the eye to both the European 
Commission and European Parliament, 
both of which oppose the project (Europarl.
europa.eu, April 11).

By pursuing the pipeline, Germany is 
also defying the United States and Ukraine. 
Washington has threatened sanctions 
against the Nord Stream 2 project’s five 
European partners – Engie, OMV, Shell, 
Uniper and Wintershall. Moreover, U.S. 
President Donald Trump called Berlin hyp-
ocritical for supporting a Russian revenue 
project while enjoying the benefits of the 
North Atlantic Treat Organization’s (NATO) 
protective umbrella against Moscow 
(Whitehouse.gov, April 3).

Russia embarked on Nord Stream to 
reduce its reliance on gas pipelines to 
Europe that run through Ukraine. If Russia 
is able to entirely shift its export volumes 
away from the Ukrainian pipeline network, 
Kyiv stands to lose billions of dollars per 
year in gas transit fees. On a trip to Berlin 
in early April, Ukraine’s President Petro 
Poroshenko again failed to persuade 
Chancellor Merkel to pull out of the Nord 
Stream 2 project (Kyiv Post, EurActiv, April 
10). She has continued to try to soothe 
both Ukraine and those EU countries wor-
ried that Nord Stream 2 will not only 
undermine Ukraine’s economic viability 
but also keep the European continent 
dependent on Russian gas. In a meeting 

with Slovakia’s Prime Minister Peter 
Pellegrini, Ms. Merkel tried to square the 
circle by calling for “constructive and long-
term solutions aiming to keep Ukraine a 
transit country for Russian gas” (TASS, 
May 2).

Meanwhile, Russia has chosen a general 
contractor for its segment of Nord Stream 
2 – Stroytransgaz, half-owned by 
President Putin’s billionaire friend 
Gennady Timchenko (RBC, May 3). And 
Gazprom’s deputy CEO, Aleksandr 
Medvedev, has even said on Russian TV 
that he would not rule out a Nord Stream 
3, if there is European demand (Vesti, 
April 24).

Along Europe’s southeastern flank, 
Gazprom has also completed the first seg-
ment of the Turk Stream pipeline, which 
will send Russian gas under the Black Sea 
to Turkey and on to southern Europe 
(Rian.com.ua, April 30). It completed the 
900-kilometer segment in less than a year 
– a record pace for laying complicated 
deep-water pipeline infrastructure 
(Gazprom Official Website, Gazprom.com, 
April 30).

In contrast, it took almost three years to 
build the 1,345-kilometer Trans-Anatolian 
Pipeline (TANAP), which will deliver gas 
overland from Azerbaijan through Georgia 
(via the South Caucasus Pipeline) to 
Turkey and beyond to Europe (Natural 
Gas World, May 2). Work is set to begin 
June 19 on a pipeline connecting TANAP 
from the Turkish border to Southeastern 
Europe.

Germany’s continued support for Nord 
Stream 2 and Washington’s failure to make 
good on its threats to sanction major 
Russian gas projects are key reasons why 
Gazprom continues to build pipelines to 
Europe. EU member states are not only 
divided on Nord Stream 2, but also on pol-
icies to decrease the continent’s depen-
dence on Russian gas.

Germany wants to import more Russian 
gas as it phases out coal and nuclear 
power. And a combination of Russian gas 
and planned liquefied natural gas (LNG) 
facilities will make Germany an important 
European gas hub (Oil Price, March 20). 
Germany’s support for Nord Stream 2 is a 
double-edged sword for the rest of 
Europe, however. On the one hand, its 
plans to become a natural gas hub would 
boost the EU’s largest economy; and both 
Berlin and Moscow claim the pipeline will 
make Europe as a whole more energy-
secure. On the other hand, these plans will 
clearly undermine the EU’s energy-supply 
diversification efforts by flooding 
European gas markets with Russian sup-
plies.

The completion of Nord Stream 2, 
expected for 2019, would increase 
Moscow’s stranglehold on the continent’s 
energy supplies. It would also provide 
Russia with a useful tool to put greater 
pressure on Ukraine. Given the long-term 
threat that a number of European leaders 
say Nord Stream 2 poses to the continent, 
Germany may some day have to choose 
between its own Russia-related economic 
and political ambitions and the continued 
viability of Europe’s political and energy 
unions.

 
The article above is reprinted from 

Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission 
from its publisher,  the Jamestown 
Foundation, www.jamestown.org.

Germany wrestles with Nord Stream 2’s
implications for European solidarity
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Correction
In the Ukrainian Summer issue’s 

Festival Calendar, the Lemko Vatra in 
Ellenville, N.Y., was incorrectly listed as 
taking place on June 7-8, when in fact it is 
happening on July 7-8.
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Ukrainian sentenced to eight years on bizarre “sabotage” charges in Russian-occupied Crimea
by Halya Coynash

Kharkiv Human Rights Protection  
Group

25-year-old Hennady Lymeshko has 
become the latest Ukrainian to receive a 
long sentence in Russian-occupied Crimea 
on highly implausible “sabotage” charges. 
There was never any objective evidence to 
back the FSB’s claim on August 15, 2017, to 
have averted acts of sabotage, only a “con-
fession” from Mr. Lymeshko, who showed 
signs of having been beaten. The FSB 
appears to have maintained methods of 
pressure on Mr. Lymeshko, who pleaded 
guilty during the hearing at the Sudak City 
Court on May 10. It is very likely that he 
was deceived through promises that if he 
did not challenge the charges he would 
receive a shorter sentence. 

Instead, the de facto prosecutor 
demanded eight and a half years with the 
judge only reducing this by six months. 
Journalist Anton Naumlyuk, who was in the 
court, reported that Judge Yevgeny Rykov 
considered the fact that Mr. Lymeshko has a 
young daughter to be an extenuating cir-
cumstance. The court, however, found 
there to be an aggravating factor in the 
alleged political motive of “hostility to the 
Russian Federation in connection with 
reunification (sic) of Crimea.” 

The prosecution claimed that Mr. 
Lymeshko, who is from the Kharkiv Oblast, 
had been recruited by the Security Service 
of Ukraine (SBU) and had been sent to 
Crimea on August 9, 2017, to carry out a 
number of acts of sabotage. He was sup-
posed to have received a previously pre-
pared explosive device on August 12 and 
gone with it to block up an electricity line in 
Sudak. He was charged with preparing and 
storing explosives.

The FSB generally does everything in its 
power to ensure that prisoners are “per-
suaded” to file a guilty plea, meaning that 
no proof need be provided. The trial lasted 
all of an hour, and the judge spent only 20 

minutes in the consulting chamber before 
issuing a ruling and providing all parties 
with certified copies, properly prepared in 
advance. 

Mr. Lymeshko is planning to appeal. 
The young Ukrainian’s arrest came 

exactly a year after the first in a number of 
seizures of Ukrainians on “sabotage” charg-
es. All of the cases have followed a pattern, 
with the first news of them, including for 
the men’s families, coming from televised 
“confessions.” In at least three of the cases – 
those of Redvan Suleymanov, Volodymyr 
Prysich and Oleksiy Stohniy – the men 
were eventually sentenced on charges that 
had little or nothing to do with their “con-
fessions”; three of the first four men arrest-
ed – Mr. Prysich, Yevhen Panov and Andriy 
Zakhtei – have said that they gave them 
under torture.

The FSB claimed on August 15, 2017, 
that Mr. Lymeshko had been arrested on 
August 12, after he arrived in Crimea on 
August 9. They asserted that through his 
arrest, they had “prevented several acts of 
sabotage against infrastructure and vital 
services in Crimea.”

 NEWS ANALYSIS

Quotable notes
“Russia threatens allies and partners both militarily, as seen through its invasions 

of Georgia in 2008 and Ukraine in 2014, and through an aggressive campaign to 
undermine Western democratic institutions. In light of Russia’s unacceptable actions, 
NATO is more indispensable than ever. As NATO allies agree, the use of military-
grade nerve agent developed by Russia on U.K. territory was a reckless action that 
put the lives of innocent civilians at risk.

“The United States has made abundantly clear that NATO should not return to 
business as usual with Russia until Moscow shows a clear change in its actions and 
complies with international law. ...

“The United States is unwavering in our support for NATO’s open-door policy as 
well, and our commitment that any Euro-Atlantic country that wishes to join the alli-
ance and meets the requirements may do so. We will continue to work with aspirants 
bilaterally and through NATO structures to help them meet those standards. ...

“So there was discussion today about Ukraine, Ukraine’s potential entry to be a 
NATO partner, that there’s much work to do along the way to achieve that. I think 
that I’m always careful to describe consensus when there were lots of differing voices 
about how to approach it and what the right action set ought to be to achieve it, but I 
think there – I think there was a large group who are hopeful that the Ukrainians will 
begin to take the actions that would put them in a place where they could, in fact, be 
an aspirant to become a NATO member.”

– U.S. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo, speaking after the NATO foreign affairs minis-
ters’ meeting on April 27 in Brussels, as cited in the Ukrainian Canadian Congress Daily 
Briefing.

“The United States condemns Russia’s construction and partial opening of the 
Kerch Strait bridge between Russia and occupied Crimea, which was done without 
the permission of the government of Ukraine. Crimea is part of Ukraine. Russia’s con-
struction of the bridge serves as a reminder of Russia’s ongoing willingness to flout 
international law.

“The bridge represents not only an attempt by Russia to solidify its unlawful sei-
zure and its occupation of Crimea, but also impedes navigation by limiting the size of 
ships that can transit the Kerch Strait, the only path to reach Ukraine’s territorial 
waters in the Sea of Azov. We call on Russia not to impede this shipping.

“The United States has sanctioned numerous individuals and entities involved in 
this project. These and our other Crimea-related sanctions will remain in place until 
Russia returns control of the peninsula to Ukraine.

“We once again reaffirm our commitment to Ukraine’s sovereignty and territorial 
integrity and recall the international community’s expression of that commitment in 
U.N. General Assembly Resolution 68/262.”

– Press statement by Heather Nauert, spokesperson for the U.S. State Department, 
released on May 15.

There were multiple question marks 
over the FSB’s claims. Even if Ukraine’s bor-
der guards had turned a blind eye to Mr. 
Lymeshko carrying explosives (as well as a 
very large handsaw) into occupied Crimea, 
he also needed to pass through Russian 
border control. Yet three days later, the FSB 
allegedly found two TNT explosive devices 
on him, together with a mechanism for det-
onating them, flammable liquids and a digi-
tal camera (supposedly for the purpose of 
recording the sabotage in order to report 
back to his overseers). 

In that statement, the FSB called Mr. 
Lymeshko “an agent of the SBU in the 
Kherson oblast, sent to Crimea to carry out 
acts of sabotage” and claimed that he had 

worked as a senior reconnaissance officer in 
the Armed Forces of Ukraine in the ATO zone.

Ukraine’s Armed Forces confirmed that 
Mr. Lymeshko was a contract serviceman 
from November 2016 through May 2017, 
but said that he had been dismissed as 
unsuited for the job and that he had no ties 
to the military.

The FSB asserted that he was supposed 
to bring down the electricity supply from 
Sudak to Novyi Svet, with this affecting up 
to 50,000 people, to set fire to the forest in 
the Sudak-Rybachye-Alushta area and one 
other act of arson, and to cause a rock ava-
lanche that would block the Sudak-Novyi 
Svet highway,

He was allegedly arrested while trying to 
damage the above-mentioned electricity 
lines with this handsaw.

All of this was broadcast on Russian tele-
vision, together with Mr. Lymeshko’s con-
fession to having been in a sabotage group 
since the autumn of 2015.

A worryingly new element, which the 
FSB appeared to be coordinating with the 
Kremlin-backed militants of the so-called 
“Donetsk and Luhansk people’s republics” 
(DPR and LPR) was that Mr. Lymeshko 
spoke of plans to carry out sabotage in the 
DPR, Crimea and in Russia.

As mentioned, the “confession” was any-
thing but convincing, and not only because 
of the marks suggesting physical force had 
been applied. Mr. Lymeshko was clearly 
trying to provide answers required of him, 
and it was also obvious that the video was 
not continuous, but made up of separate 
parts pasted together.

Hennady Lymeshko
Anton Naumlyuk

Crimea Desk, RFE/RL’s  
Ukrainian Service

Ukrainian filmmaker Oleh Sentsov, who 
opposed Moscow’s takeover of Crimea and is 
now in prison in Russia, has started a hunger 
strike to demand the release of all Ukrainian 
nationals held in Russian penitentiaries.

In a handwritten letter that he gave to 
his lawyer, Dmitry Dinze, Mr. Sentsov said 
he started the hunger strike on May 14.

“The only condition for ending it is the 
release of all Ukrainian political prisoners 
held on Russian territory,” Mr. Sentsov 
wrote in the short letter. “Together to the 
end. Glory to Ukraine!”

Mr. Sentsov, a native of Crimea who 
opposed Russia’s seizure of the Ukrainian 
peninsula in 2014, is serving a 20-year 
prison term after being convicted on ter-
rorism charges that he and human rights 
groups contend are politically motivated.

Mr. Sentsov was arrested in May 2014 
on suspicion of planning fire-bombings of 
pro-Russian organizations in Crimea. A 
Russian court convicted him on multiple 
terrorism charges in August 2014.

Mr. Sentsov has denied all charges 
against him, saying that a “trial by occupi-
ers cannot be fair by definition.”

The prominent Russian human rights 
group Memorial has recognized Mr. 
Sentsov as a political prisoner, and interna-
tional rights organizations have called for 
his release.

Copyright 2018, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/russia-ukrainian-
filmmaker-sentsov-starts-hunger-strike-in-
prison/29229733.html).

Sentsov starts hunger strike 
in Russian prison

Oleh Sentsov in court in Rostov-on-Don, 
Russia, in August 2015. 

Anton Naumlyk of RFE/RL
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PARSIPPANY, N.J. – Noted artist Andrij 
Maday passed away on March 18, sur-
rounded by family. He was 64.

Mr. Maday was known for his woodcuts, 
paintings, drawings, icons and giclées. His 
works are found in countless private collec-
tions and in over 60 permanent collections 
in the U.S., Canada, Europe, South America 
and Australia.

He was a resident of suburban 
Cleveland, working on site-specific public 
and private commissions in the painting 
and printmaking mediums. He was also an 
adjunct professor in color theory and art 
fundamentals at Virginia Marti College in 
Lakewood, Ohio.

A native of Philadelphia, Mr. Maday was 
a graduate of The Pennsylvania Academy of 
the Fine Arts in Philadelphia (1975). He 
received more than a dozen awards for 
woodcuts and drawings, among them a 
Louis Comfort Tiffany Foundation Grant.

He lectured extensively on iconography, 
as well as the art of the woodcut in the 
United States and Canada, including at New 

OBITUARY: Andrij Maday, artist and iconographer, 64

England College in Henniker, N.H., and St. 
Olaf College in Northfield, Minn. 

He had 36 solo exhibitions in the United 
States and Canada. Among the venues 
were: La Salle University, Philadelphia; 
Western Maryland College, Westminster, 
Md.;  Peale House Galleries ,  The 
Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts, 
Philadelphia; Del Bello Gallery, Toronto; 
Eleanor Squire Library, Cleveland Botanical 
Garden, Cleveland; Guren Gallery, 
Cleveland Botanical Garden, Cleveland; 
Virginia Marti College, Lakewood, Ohio; 
and Morgan Conservatory, Cleveland. In 
addition, he participated in over 85 group 
shows.

Mr. Maday executed five full-color book 
covers for the Paulist Press Classics series. 
Two woodcuts of his were used as logos by 
The Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine 
Arts.

He executed many commissions, both 
secular and ecclesiastical, throughout 
North America; The North Royalton Branch 
of the Cuyahoga Public Library, North 
Royalton, Ohio; Greenpoint Technologies, 
Kirkland, Wash.; The Optimal Wellness 
Center, Lakewood, Ohio; St. Mary’s 
Cathedral, Allentown, Pa.; and St. Nectarios 
Cathedral, Seattle.

Surviving are Mr. Maday’s wife, Lydia; 
mother, Irene; sister, Maria, with her hus-
band, Constantine Woznij; nephews: 
Nicholas Woznij, with his wife, Haley, and 
Dimitri Woznij, with his children, Jordan, 
Faith and Joseph. Mr. Maday was prede-
ceased by his father, Yaroslav (1996). 

Those wishing to honor Mr. Maday’s 
memory are invited to forward a donation 
to: Holy Family Hospice, 6707 State Road, 
Parma, OH 44134. 

Andrij Maday

“Family Memories,” woodcut, 2014, by 
Andrij Maday, commissioned by a friend 

in northern Alberta.

“Dormition of the Theotokos,” icon, 
2017, by Andriy Maday, now in a private 

collection in St. Helena, Calif
John Shields

The Ukrainian 
Weekly

on Facebook!
www.facebook.com/
TheUkrainianWeekly

Like Love



5THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY      SUNDAY, MAY 20, 2018No. 20

       THE UKRAINIAN NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FORUM       T

New Jersey District Committee convenes annual meeting
by Roma Hadzewycz

PARSIPPANY, N.J. – The New Jersey 
District Committee of the Ukrainian 
National Association held its 2018 annual 
meeting here at the UNA Home Office on 
Monday, May 7, with representatives of 
UNA Branches 37, 42, 76, 133, 155, 171, 
269 and 287 in attendance.

New Jersey District Chairperson Oksana 
Stanko opened the meeting and welcomed 
representatives of the UNA Executive 
Committee, First Vice-President Michael 
Koziupa and National Secretary Yuriy 
Symczyk. UNA President Stefan Kaczaraj 
later stopped by briefly to greet participants.

Also present as a guest was Myron 
Kolinsky, chairman of the Connecticut 
District Committee, who works at the UNA 
Home Office as finance manager.

Mr. Koziupa was elected to chair the 
meeting, while George Stanko was tasked 
with recording the minutes.

Ms. Stanko delivered a report on the dis-
trict’s activity, noting that the New Jersey 
District once again was the best in terms of 
annual enrollment of new members.. In 
2017 the district had 44 new members, 
insured for a total of $984,510. In addition, 
the New Jersey District’s licensed agents 
sold 18 annuities totaling $768,634.

She noted that the UNA was once again 
well-represented at various festivals 
throughout New Jersey, and that Mr. Kolinsky 
had visited three schools of Ukrainian studies 
and one Ukrainian parochial school in New 
Jersey to distribute UNA coloring books and 
pencil cases. She also cited the work of 
Michael and Nancy Bohdan, who always 
help at festivals. Ms. Stanko herself manned 
a UNA table before and after Sunday litur-
gies at St. John the Baptist Ukrainian 
Catholic Church in Whippany, N.J. 

Ms. Stanko also told the assembled that, 
though she had recently retired from her 
full-time position at the UNA Home Office, 

she intends to remain active as a profes-
sional selling UNA products and in assist-
ing Home Office executives and personnel 
as needed.

Walter Honcharyk, the district treasurer, 
reported on the income and expenses for 
2017 through March 31 of this year.

Speaking on behalf of the district’s 
auditing committee, Valia Kaploun report-
ed that all books were in order.

Mr. Symczyk then spoke about news 
from the UNA Home Office, including a new 
website that will be unveiled for the UNA 
convention on May 18-20. He also said the 

Home Office is working on the recruitment 
of sales agents and courses for branch sec-
retaries, and that the UNA will continue its 
efforts to reintroduce itself to the Ukrainian 
community with more events in local com-
munities. Also in the works for the UNA is a 
return to the annuity market.

Mr. Symczyk noted that 2017 marked 
the fifth consecutive years of net profits for 
the UNA and that the organization’s sur-
plus has reached $10.6 million. 

The national secretary then recognized 
the work of Ms. Kaploun, a Home Office 
employee, branch secretary and licensed 

insurance professional, who sold more pol-
icies in 2017 than any branch secretary or 
agent.

During the ensuing discussion, among 
the topics broached were the need for sem-
inars about insurance and the importance 
of follow-up in organizing efforts.

The following officers were unanimous-
ly re-elected to lead the district for the next 
year: Ms. Stanko, district chair; Maria Drich, 
vice-chair; Mr. Stanko, secretary; Mr. 
Honcharyk, treasurer; Mr. Bohdan, organiz-
ing director; Ms. Kaploun and Mr. Koziupa, 
auditors.

UNA’ers gathered for the annual meeting of the New Jersey District Committee.
Nadiya Folk

THE UNA: 124 YEARS OF SERVICE TO OUR COMMUNITY

NEW HAVEN, Conn – On Palm 
Sunday, March 25, Ukrainian 
National Association Branch 414 
held its 15th annual Easter egg hunt 
at St. Michael’s Ukrainian Catholic 
Church in New Haven, Conn. 
During the event, children age 14 
months to 14 years participated in 
making Easter cards for parish shut-
ins and played games. Then, on 
the rectory grounds, the children 
collected plastic eggs and candy in 
their baskets. Those with the most 
eggs by age category won a large 
chocolate Easter bunny. All partic-
ipants received a UNA bag filled 
with gifts and candy. The event was 
organized by Branch 414 Financial 
Secretary and UNA Advisor Gloria 
Horbaty and Branch Treasurer 
Donald Horbaty, with assistance 
from Chrystyna Horbaty and Halia 
Lodynsky.

Submitted by Gloria Horbaty

New Haven branch sponsors 15th annual Easter egg hunt
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Just in time for the controversial FIFA World Cup soccer championship being held 
in the Russian Federation on June 14-July 15 came a controversial marketing deci-
sion by sports gear giant Adidas: a “retro” design featuring Soviet insignia.

The multinational corporation, which says its mission is “to be the best sports 
brand in the world,” released what was labeled “Russia Tank Dress,” featuring the let-
ters “USSR” emblazoned across the chest, plus the hammer-and-sickle state emblem 
of the Soviet Union. The description of the product reads: “To celebrate the upcoming 
World Cup this summer Adidas presents this scarlet red and white football jersey tank 
dress. Inspired by 1991 shirts worn by the Soviet Union, this casual Adidas dress has 
been reimagined in breathable mesh and features a USSR print to the front and over-
sized number 9 print to the back, which are details recalled from the original.” 

Celebrating the World Cup by celebrating a genocidal regime. Wrap your head 
around that one. The Soviet regime was responsible for tens of millions of deaths, 
tens of millions persecuted, tortured, displaced. Its victims include Ukrainians, 
Crimean Tatars, Lithuanians, Latvians, Estonians, Georgians, Poles, Kazakhs and 
many other nations. Outraged, commenters on social media sarcastically suggested 
Adidas should also sell Nazi-themed uniforms.

In Lithuania, many had demanded that the “Russia Tank Dress” be removed and 
threatened a boycott of Adidas. As a result, Adidas did eliminate it from its online 
store in that country. Lithuania’s Foreign Affairs Ministry welcomed the decision and 
tweeted “Respect for millions of victims of Soviet totalitarian regime is an issue of 
human decency.” 

But Adidas did not take the dress off the market completely. Furthermore, the 
dress is just one of a range of products. For example, men’s jerseys, described as rep-
licas of the USSR team’s official jersey or as a “Retro Russia Jersey” were being sold 
on the U.K. website of Adidas and the Pacsun website in the U.S.

In Ukraine, the Institute of National Remembrance asked Adidas Ukraine not to 
sell products with symbols of the Communist regime on Ukraine’s territory, pointing 
out that such symbols are banned in Ukraine under a law that condemns the 
Communist and Nazi totalitarian regimes. Beginning on May 9, the Ukrainian Crisis 
Media Center (UCMC) has published daily visual reminders along with messages like 
this: “Between 1917-1991, the USSR murdered 20-35 million of its own citizens. 
Thank you, Adidas, for reminding us!” The UCMC said it would continue its protest 
action “until Adidas shuts down the USSR clothing line and its CEO Kasper Rørsted 
makes a public apology with respect to this morally reprehensible situation.” 

As of the writing of this editorial, nothing has changed. The UCMC underscored in 
a May 16 release: “Despite all the requests, the company continues to sell its product 
line adorned with USSR symbols through their official website and distributes this 
collection through resellers – including Farfetch – to a wider global consumer audi-
ence.” The UCMC underscored: “Resurrecting Soviet symbols can only be compared 
to reviving Nazi symbols, as only the Nazi regime competed with the Soviet Union as 
far as the numbers of victims it claimed. Profiting from the sale of Soviet symbols is 
also tantamount to politically supporting Russia’s current aggression against 
Ukraine and violation of international law, namely the illegal annexation of Crimea 
and occupation of eastern Ukraine beginning in 2014.”

According to various news media, the offensive sports dress has disappeared 
from official Adidas stores, and Adidas did not respond to requests for comment.

So, has Adidas learned its lesson? If that were the case, it would have issued a 
public apology for this disgraceful enterprise instead of pretending it would all just 
go away.

The Ukrainian Weekly

Four years ago, on May 20, 2014, 400 Donetsk residents gath-
ered at Donbas Arena for the Voice of Donbas protest against the 
pro-Russia separatists that was organized by Rinat Akhmetov 
and his company, System Capital Management. Many of the pro-
testers were dressed in the football jersey of Shakhtar Donetsk, 
which is owned by Mr. Akhmetov. 

During the protest, a broadcast statement from May 19 was screened that called on 
Donetsk residents to take part in daily protests against the separatists, saying that “people 
are tired of living in fear and terror... Across all of Donbas there are millions ready to join in.”

Following the protest, Mr. Akhmetov issued a rare statement, which was posted on the 
SCM website on May 21. He thanked the numbers of protesters who did show up, despite 
the threat of violence and armed intimidation by the pro-Russia separatists. “Cars were 
smashed… In short, they acted as savages,” he said. “But I am deeply certain that you can-
not feed people on guns nor can you ever build a strong economy without good jobs and 
salaries.” Mr. Akmetov said the people will need to “fight, fight and fight again” for its own 
happiness, its present and its future. 

The so-called “Donetsk People’s Republic” continues to deceive the people of the 
Donbas, he said. “They are imposters who have taken the entire Donbas hostage and are 
terrorizing it… But that bunch of imposters terrorizing Donbas… I believe they will be 
kicked out of here very soon.”

Mr. Akhmetov warned that the leaders of these so-called people’s republics in Donetsk 
and Luhansk are leading to the collapse of the Donbas, bringing poverty and hunger, not 
jobs and prosperity. “We, the Donbas, and the DPR have different roads to go!”

In an interview with TRK Ukraine Channel, Mr. Akhmetov outlined four scenarios for the 
Donbas: the first kept the status quo with centralized power in Kyiv, which he said had 
already run out of steam and is not right for the future; the second scenario is the DPR/LPR, 
which no one will recognize, and the Donbas economy based on coal, steel, energy, engineer-
ing, chemical industry and agriculture, would face heavy sanctions, halting production, 

May
20
2014

Turning the pages back...

Rep. David Cicilline (D-R.I.) and Ro 
Khanna (D-Calif.) sponsored a letter on April 
23 to Deputy Secretary of State John Sullivan 
about “state-sponsored Holocaust distortion 
and denial taking place in Europe, particu-
larly in Poland and Ukraine.” The letter 
received 57 signatures from members of 
Congress. 

On May 10, the Ukrainian Congress 
Committee of America (UCCA) issued its 
response letter to the signatories on the cor-
respondence to Deputy Secretary Sullivan. 
The UCCA letter categorically condemns all 
forms of racism and refutes the generaliza-
tion of “state-sponsored” forms of anti-Semi-
tism in Ukraine. 

The UCCA noted: The April 23 correspon-
dence included several members of Congress 
who have been supportive of Ukrainian 
American issues in the past. The UCCA con-
tinues to engage with all congressional offic-
es and requests communities to interact with 
their respective legislative representatives 
who signed onto the letter. Only continued 
engagement with congressional offices will 
ensure that future issues of concerns will be 
addressed through communication and 
interaction. 

Following is the UCCA’s response to the 
lead sponsor of the congressional letter, Rep. 
Khanna. A personalized letter was individu-
ally disseminated to the respective signatory 
offices by the Ukrainian National 
Information Service (UNIS), the Washington 
public affairs bureau of the Ukrainian 
Congress Committee of America. 

For more information, readers may con-
tact UNIS at 202-547-0018 or unis.sawkiw@
gmail.com.

On behalf of the Ukrainian Congress 
Committee of America (UCCA), the repre-
sentative organization of 1.5 million 
Americans of Ukrainian descent, we would 
like to reflect upon the April 23, 2018, let-
ter addressed to Deputy Secretary of State 
John Sullivan on the topic of anti-Semitism 
in Ukraine. As an organization that repre-
sents an ethnic population in the United 
States, the UCCA condemns all forms of rac-
ism, ethnic hatred and anti-Semitism. 
Issues of anti-Semitism, like racism or eth-
nic hatred, are scourges that need to be 
addressed and eliminated through enlight-
ened study and education.

While individual incidents of anti-Semi-
tism exist worldwide, it neither character-
izes the general civil society of Ukraine nor 
the position of its government. Your writing 
of “state-sponsored Holocaust revisionism” 
in Ukraine unfittingly portrays a country 
that has proven its steadfast and staunch 
dedication to the protection of all ethnic 
minority rights. In fact, Rabbi Yaakov 
Bleich, the chief rabbi in Ukraine, recently 
proclaimed that Ukraine “is a society in 
which every single minority, religious sect, 
and everyone can feel safe and secure… it is 
a society where all of the religious leaders 
come together, live together, respect one 

another and work with one another.” 
Other prominent Ukrainian Jewish lead-

ers have also been powerful voices in 
addressing issues of anti-Semitism in 
Ukraine. In an April 30 interview, Joseph 
Zissels, executive vice-president of the 
Congress of National Communities of 
Ukraine and co-chairman of the Association 
of Jewish Organizations and Communities 
of Ukraine, underscored that, “while living 
in an independent Ukraine, we have 
changed our perception of Ukrainian histo-
ry, our historical memory has changed, and 
it already influences the formation of our 
Ukrainian identity as citizens of a political 
nation that is moving toward Europe. Of 
course, this path cannot be walked without 
errors or misunderstandings.” 

The incidents of vandalism of Jewish 
sites noted in the [congressional] letter are 
currently under investigation by Ukrainian 
law enforcement agencies. There are 
numerous documented examples of 
Russian special-ops engaged in desecra-
tions that are designed to sow social, ethnic 
and religious discord. In response to 
attempts to incite ethnic and religious dis-
cord, the Ukrainian government has 
appointed a special representative on anti-
Semitism, xenophobia prevention and 
counteraction.

Matters such as the above-mentioned 
are used by state actors to weaken support 
for Ukraine. A major component of this 
undeclared hybrid war is to discredit and 
undermine U.S. assistance for those nation-
states that exhibit our principles of democ-
racy and individual freedoms. Ukraine is on 
the frontline on behalf of American values 
and international norms by defending its 
territorial integrity and sovereignty from 
Russian aggression. The country is literally 
in the crosshairs of Russian snipers. It is in 
its fourth year of fighting Russian military 
occupation including the illegal annexation 
of Crimea and invasion of and continued 
aggression and violence in eastern Ukraine.

From the outset of the restoration of 
Ukraine’s independence in 1991, and most 
recently since the Revolution of Dignity in 
2014, the Ukrainian American community 
deeply appreciates robust congressional 
bipartisan support for Ukraine. We respect-
fully propose constructive dialogue with 
Ukraine as a more productive pathway for 
addressing concerns of racism, ethnic 
hatred and anti-Semitism. On its part, the 
Ukrainian Congress Committee of America 
(UCCA) would welcome the opportunity to 
engage with your office on these or any 
other concerns. 

In thanking you for your consideration 
of our considered views raised herein, we 
remain, 

Respectfully yours,
Andrew J. Futey

President
Michael Sawkiw Jr.

Executive Vice-President

The UCCA’s letter to Rep. Ro Khanna
on accusations of anti-Semitism in Ukraine

(Continued on page 19)

A malfeasance in marketing

FOR THE RECORD

The Ukrainian Weekly welcomes letters to the editor and commentaries on a 
variety of topics of concern to the Ukrainian American and Ukrainian Canadian 
communities, as well as the Ukrainian diaspora. 

Opinions expressed by columnists, commentators and letter-writers are their 
own and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of either The Weekly editorial 
staff or its publisher, the Ukrainian National Association.

Similarly, paid advertisements do not reflect the opinions of either The 
Ukrainian or its publisher.

OPINIONS
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Dear Editor:
Oksana Bashuk Hepburn in her piece 

“Punishing Russia at the G-7 foreign minis-
ters’ meeting” (April 20) rightfully states that, 
“Presently, Ukraine is the only country stand-
ing up to Russia’s military aggression.” She 
also calls for a freeze on more oligarchs’ 
assets abroad as well as their removal from 
the SWIFT global banking system to punish 
Russia for its disdain for the rule of law and 
world peace. 

She also notes: “Recently Ukraine’s 
Western allies added top oligarchs and offi-
cials to sanctions already leveled against 
Russia for invading Crimea and the Donbas. 
This time, it was for poisoning British citizens 
and the chemical warfare carnage in Syria.”

Ms. Hepburn gives the impression that 
the expulsion of diplomats and Western 
sanctions leveled against Russia for invad-
ing Crimea and the Donbas were taken 
unanimously by Ukraine’s Western allies. 
These two actions, however, were separate 
acts that need to be untangled and clarified. 
The recent (April 6) sanctions were taken 
solely by the U.S. and unfortunately not fol-
lowed up by Ukraine’s other Western allies 
as she seems to suggest. 

Yes, the West reacted to the poisoning of 
British citizens on March 4 with the expul-
sion of 149 Russian diplomats, including 60 
by the United States. These expulsions, 
however, were mere pinpricks compared to 
Trump’s administration comprehensive 
economic sanctions taken on April 6 
against seven Russian oligarchs and 12 
companies they control, 17 top Russian 

officials, a state-owned weapons-trading 
company and a subsidiary bank. These 
sanctions were taken by the United States 
alone and not by “Ukraine’s Western allies.” 
It was only after the United States added its 
heft on April 6 that Russia’s ruble tumbled 
in global markets. In reality, most of the so-
called allies declined to go along with these 
harsh actions and some, most notably 
Germany, opposed them. 

Furthermore, when President Donald 
Trump criticized the Nord Stream 2 pipe-
line, urging German politicians and busi-
nessmen to revise their attitude toward it, 
German leader Angela Merkel said it was 
strictly an economic effort. And with regard 
to Nord Stream 2 – supported by Germany, 
but opposed by the U.S., the European 
Commission, Ukraine, Poland and the Baltic 
states and importantly President Petro 
Poroshenko – Chancellor Merkel and other 
European leaders chastised President 
Trump for meddling in the EU’s business. 

Ms. Hepburn concludes that the June 
meeting of G-7 foreign ministers provides 
an excellent occasion to consolidate a united 
approach to Russia. In this respect, Canada’s 
Foreign Minister Chrystia Freeland would 
do well to persuade her European partners 
to curb their enthusiasm for North Stream 
2, because it threatens Ukraine’s interests. It 
is a move that would send a message to 
Russia that the West is united and serious in 
countering Russian aggression. Absent that, 
it’s talk as usual.

Second, the Group of Seven – which 
Russia is not a part of – must commit pub-
licly, and in advance, to use sanctions and 
other means to punish Russian interfer-
ence in Ukraine’s election.

Jaroslaw Martyniuk
Washington

Dear Editor:
Traditionally, regardless of party affilia-

tion, Ukrainian Americans join together to 
lobby officials on issues related to Ukraine, 
presenting our expectations as deserving 
bipartisan support. Anti-Ukrainianism by 
officials is rebuked by Ukrainian members 
of their party. Ukrainian Republicans voiced 
dismay when President Gerald Ford 
declared in a debate, “There is no Soviet 
domination of Eastern Europe” and when 
George H. W. Bush advised Ukraine’s 
Parliament to spurn “suicidal nationalism.” 
Ukrainian supporters of Donald Trump 
were indignant about his comments on 
Vladimir Putin and Paul Manafort’s appoint-
ment as chairman of Trump’s campaign.

Recently, in contrast, we are witnessing 
efforts of some anti-Trump Ukrainian 
Democrat zealots to get the community to 
turn away completely from the president, 
replicating the anti-Trump “resist” hysteria. 
A reader’s letter in The Weekly practically 
calls for never letting let up in Trump con-
demnations, regardless that Ukraine may 
be benefiting from his policy decisions, 
arguing that past Trump tweets outweigh 
his actions while in office. As Ukraine 
awaited the president’s decision on recom-
mendations to sell lethal weapons to 
Ukraine, a scathing paid advertisement 
appeared in The Weekly, signed by 100 
Ukrainian Americans, virtually calling for 
Mr. Trump’s removal. No appeal appeared, 
however, when Barack Obama was presi-
dent about his refusal to comply with con-
gressional legislation authorizing lethal aid 
to Ukraine. A rebuke probably won’t 
appear of the letter from 57 congressmen, 
all Democrats, who accuse Ukraine’s gov-
ernment of engaging in “glorifications of 
Nazi collaborators”

Partisan fanaticism has clouded the 
memory that our preceding president took 
many Moscow-friendly actions in his first 
term, dismissing his contender’s character-
ization of Russia as a geopolitical threat. 
There’s little denying that Ukraine’s inaction 
when Mr. Putin’s “little green men” were tak-
ing over Crimea had a U.S. connection. The 
interim government debated resistance and 
it’s a question what most influenced its deci-
sion to order a stand-down: that Ukraine 
had a combat ready force of only 5,000, or 
pressure from the Obama administration to 
avoid confrontation. 

Kyiv kept hearing that pushback would 
precipitate larger invasions. But in a subse-
quent interview with Atlantic Editor Jeffrey 
Goldberg, Mr. Obama disclosed his precon-
ception that “Ukraine is a core Russian 
interest, so Russia will always maintain 
dominance there.” In Mr. Obama’s words, 
“Ukraine will be vulnerable to military 
domination by Russia no matter what.” In 
the early days, Ukrainian special and volun-
teer forces could possibly have outmaneu-
vered Mr. Putin’s men in Crimea as they 
soon succeeded in doing throughout south-
ern and most of eastern Ukraine. The ease 
with which Crimea was overtaken likely 
influenced Mr. Putin to expand operations.

Even stranger was Mr. Obama’s refusal 
to deliver lethal aid to Ukraine and lift a ban 
on weapon sales even as Russian forces 
engaged in military operations in Ukraine. 
No effort was made to utilize the Budapest 
Memorandum in finding ways to defend 
Ukraine’s integrity and governance over 
Crimea, Instead, the memorandum was 
swept under the rug.

Through collaborative efforts that 
entailed suspending partisanship, our com-
munity has succeeded in making support of 
Ukraine a touchstone of American policy 
regardless of which party is in control.

Ihor Mirchuk
Easton, Pa.

European hypocrisy
regarding Ukraine

Seek collaboration,
not partisanship

 LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

I was 20 years old in 1968 and a junior 
in college. The big concern for guys my age 
was the Vietnam War. Protected by a draft 
deferment, we debated the conflict, even as 
others who had graduated from high 
school with us were dying in jungles and 
rice paddies half a world away, their names 
now inscribed on the monument at the 
Mall in Washington. 

I was opposed to the war even as a 
freshman in 1965, writing an essay for an 
obligatory writing class how, with nearly 
200,000 troops already committed, I 
thought it was a bad idea. 

My sophomore year I was at the 
University of Innsbruck for a study-abroad 
program. One of my adventures was hitch-
hiking to Vienna and the Austrian consul to 
Yugoslavia giving me a ride. He took an 
almost fatherly interest – tell me about your-
self, he said, and do stay with my family 
when we get to Vienna. And, he advised: Stay 
out of Vietnam. America is going to lose the 
war and there’s no point in your joining it, let 
alone getting killed for mistakes of your mis-
guided leaders. That was the fall of 1966. 

Back on campus in February 1968, I was 
sipping coffee and hearing stunning news: 
the Vietcong had attacked multiple U.S. and 
South Vietnamese positions. Historians 
consider the Tet Offensive as the turning 
point in the war, which nonetheless contin-
ued for another seven years. 

Now, the 70-year-old me ponders half-
century memories and how they jibe (or 
didn’t) with lived experience. There were 
so many events in 1968 and, in my mind, 
all separate; but I’ve now discovered how 
conjoined they were.

On March 31, just weeks after the Tet 
Offensive, a bunch of us guys gathered to 
watch Lyndon B. Johnson’s speech about 
Vietnam. His decisions, we knew, would 
have a major impact on our future. The 
president outlined some long-forgotten 
tactical measures, made a peace overture 
to North Vietnam that came to nothing and 
ended with a bombshell: “I shall not seek, 
and I will not accept, the nomination of my 
party for another term as your President.”

Five days later, Bobby Kennedy came to 
Notre Dame to launch his Indiana primary 
campaign for president. Some 5,000 packed 
the Stepan Center for his speech about pov-
erty, inequality, opportunity and, by the way, 
eliminating college draft deferments. He was 
enthusiastically received. I didn’t get into the 
hall and was outside instead with a thou-
sand others, pushing against the car as the 
senator left sitting atop the back seat of an 
open convertible, his arms outstretched, my 
palm briefly brushing his. 

That evening I was at a literary festival 
where Joseph Heller (author of “Catch 22”), 
fighting tears, announced that Martin 
Luther King had just been killed and didn’t 
know if he could go on. He did speak and 
for me memory of his lecture today is as 
vivid as brushing hands with Bobby 
Kennedy just hours before. 

There’s more. Kurt Vonnegut, Jr. 
(“Slaughterhouse-Five” and many other 
books) also spoke at the festival and I was 
there. It was hilarious, but let him tell it: “…
my peak funniness came when I was at 
Notre Dame... It was in a huge auditorium 
and the audience was so tightly tuned that 
everything I said was funny. All I had to do 
was cough or clear my throat and the 
whole place would break up… People were 
laughing because they were in agony, full of 
pain they couldn’t do anything about. They 

were sick and helpless because Martin 
Luther King had been shot two days 
before… it was in the presence of grief that 
the laughter was the greatest.”

Two months later, Bobby Kennedy was 
assassinated. It was all too much and cities 
erupted. That summer I drove a delivery 
truck and was astounded to see Ohio 
National Guardsmen with combat weapons 
on the streets of Cleveland, tamping down 
riots which left a generations-long scar. On 
August 21, watching TV, I witnessed Soviet 
troops invading Czechoslovakia to crush 
the Prague Spring – “Communism with a 
human face” – something the Kremlin 
could not abide. Seven days after that, I 
watched police clubbing demonstrators at 
the Democratic Convention, what a senator 
condemned as “Gestapo tactics in the 
streets of Chicago.” 

Throughout the year and all over there 
were protests: Columbia University, UC 
Berkley, etc., similar demonstrations in 
Germany, a revolution in France, dozens of 
students massacred in Mexico days before 
the Olympics, sprinters John Carlos and 
Tommie Smith stunning the world with 
raised fists at their medal ceremony… and 
more. Meanwhile, the Vietnam War contin-
ued.

But 1968 was not just about Vietnam. 
There was a long-festering racial issue to 
be sure, but also associated issues as well. 
Nationwide demonstrations in France 
spawned a broad-based social/cultural ref-
ormation. The Prague Spring was about 
freedom, an aspiration Russia blocked for a 
generation, yet the young people who gave 
the movement energy in 1968 ultimately 
prevailed. In Ukraine, poets Vasyl 
Symonenko, Lina Kostenko and Vasyl Stus 
were in their 30s then. Boldly challenging 
censorship and standing up for personal 
expression, they’re revered as the “Sixtiers” 
– dissidents who, at great sacrifice, led 
Ukraine’s cultural revival in the ’70s and 
’80s, and ultimate independence in 1991. 

In September 1968, I turned 21, enjoying 
my first (legally purchased) beer and in 
November voting for the first time. I’m grat-
ified to have been young during a tumultu-
ous year, one that rarely comes, and in gen-
erational cycles when it does, is invariably 
driven by youth and accompanied by song. 
1968 certainly was: Mick Jagger was 25; so 
were Janice Joplin, Jim Morrison and 
George Harrison; Paul McCartney was 26; 
Bob Dylan was 27; composer Volodymyr 
Ivasiuk (“Chervona Ruta”) was 20. 

For the past several years, I’ve been 
watching young people engaged in dramat-
ic movements: the Maidan in Ukraine, anti-
corruption demonstrations in Armenia and 
Slovakia; protests against assault weapon 
massacres in colleges, schools, concerts, 
churches and neighborhoods in the U.S.; 
and sadly similar massacres from global 
terrorist groups like ISIS pursuing who 
knows what or “lone wolves” at the Boston 
Marathon. Each generation is a separate 
story. 

1968 was dramatic: pivotal for many, 
memorable for me. On Christmas Eve, I 
watched and listened as American astro-
nauts orbiting the moon and looking back 
on planet Earth from a view no human had 
ever had, read from the Book of Genesis. 
May that remain the iconic memory of a 
remarkable year. 

Fifty-year-old memories

 PERSPECTIVES
  by Andrew Fedynsky

Andrew Fedynsky’s e-mail address is 
afedynsky@gmail.com.
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Vasyl Lomachenko is on a mission to get 
to the top, and his dismantling of Miguel 
Marriaga (25-2, 21 KO) of Colombia in early 
August 2017 with Marriaga retiring in the 
seventh round and forcing Guillermo 
Rigondeaux (17-0, 11 KO) of Cuba to retire 
in the sixth round in December 2017 got the 
Ukrainian closer to being regarded as box-
ing’s undisputed pound-for-pound No. 1. 

Lomachenko has held the No. 1 spot in 
the junior lightweight division according to 
ESPN rankings as of December 2017, and in 
the division rankings as of May of this year; 
he has been recognized as the junior light-
weight pound-four-pound No. 1 since 
March of this year. 

What is not in doubt is the 30-year-old’s 
superb skills. The speed with which he 
throws punches, always finding their tar-
get, has some experts calling him “The 
Matrix.” Others have compared him to wel-
terweight Manny Pacquiao (59-7-2, 38 KO) 
of the Phillipines, both in terms of his speed 
and potential star talent.

“This is the best fighter I’ve seen since 
Muhammad Ali,” said Lomachenko’s pro-
moter, Bob Arum of Top Rank (interview 
with ESPN in August 2017). “Lomachenko 
has a skill set like I have never seen in the 50 
years that I have been promoting boxing.”

Lomachenko’s offensive strategy is 
based on throwing punches from varying 

angles, created by deft lateral movement. 
He is capable of landing many quick jabs at 
blurring speed, only to offset them with 
powerful knockout blows, like a left hook 
followed by a right hook finish.

The two-time Olympic gold medalist is 
one of boxing’s most complete packages: 
skills, hand speed, movement, ring intelli-
gence, creativity and raw power.

What some say he lacks, is a victory over 
another fighter rated among the pound-for-
pound elite. The Marriaga massacre not-
withstanding, Lomachenko might need at 
least another big win on his resume.

Atop his personal want list is tough 
Mexican super featherweight Orlando 
Salido (44-12-2, 29 KO), who prevented the 
Ukrainian from making history in his sec-
ond-ever pro fight in March 2014.

Salido didn’t make weight and was 
stripped of his world featherweight title the 
day before he was scheduled to meet 
Lomachenko in Texas. “Loma” was not pre-
pared for Salido’s hardened professional 
approach and lost a split decision. After the 
bout Lomachenko complained about low 
blows, but wanted an immediate rematch.

Salido, 36, did not agree to a rematch, and 
instead Lomachenko defended his title 
against the Colombian Marriaga. It seems 
some boxers are reluctant to match up 
against the Ukrainian, whose goal is to be the 

best fighter in the world. Beating Marriaga 
was a small step toward his ultimate goal.

Moving up one weight division to face 
WBA champion Linares (42-3, 27 KO) from 
Venezuela was seen by some to be a dan-
gerous move, although the victory definite-
ly cemented Lomachenko as pound-for-
pound No. 1.

“Hi-Tech” an accomplished dancer

Lomachenko, billed as “Hi-Tech,” is pres-
ently in phenomenal condition following 

the Salido setback and six consecutive tri-
umphs. It reminds some of his amateur 
days when he easily overwhelmed anyone 
put in front of him.

Loma first started boxing at age 4 in the 
coastal city of Bilhorod-Dnistrovskyi in 
southern Ukraine. At age 9, his father 
Anatoly sent him to dance lessons and 
encouraged his son to play soccer and learn 
wrestling. At age 13, after four years of tradi-

Lomachenko strives to be the best fi ghter in the world

Referee Ricky Gonzalez hoists the glove of WBA lightweight champion Vasyl 
Lomachenko. 

TopRank.com

Lomachenko makes history with Linares TKO
by Ihor N. Stelmach

Jorge Linares is a fluid pure boxer with 
lightning quick combinations, but is charac-
terized as a very traditional type of fighter. 
That’s the exact opposite of Vasyl 
Lomachenko, a southpaw with a uniquely 
unorthodox style.

Reminding people of a prime-time 
Manny Paquiao, Lomachenko’s incredible 
footwork, hand speed and ability to land 
accurate punches from awkward angles are 
impossible to prepare for. Yes, Linares had 
the skill, length and speed to make his May 
12 WBA lightweight title fight even and 
competitive, and he may have owned 
enough pop to keep the Ukrainian honest. 
What was doubtful was whether he could 
adjust quickly enough to every trick that 
“Hi-Tech” brings to the table.

Lomachenko is always thinking, con-
stantly adjusting and almost always finds a 
way to land clean punches. His punch resis-
tance would have to be severely compro-
mised in the new weight division in order 
for him to not eventually find a route to dic-
tate the pace and distance of the fight, 
while diminishing Linares’ output at the 
same time.

Linares owns a great jab to set up his 
lethal combinations. The problem was 
landing his punches on a consistent basis 
against the jitterbug lefty Lomachenko. If 
he could not utilize his jab, Linares would 
find himself fighting from behind. His histo-
ry is controlling his bouts as a front runner, 
setting the pace instead of reacting to it.

In the same way a slugger finally 
encounters an opponent who can take his 
punch or can counter even better, the iden-
tical frustration can arise for a skilled artist 
who finally meets someone more creative 
and versatile.

Lomachenko appears to be one of those 
special talents who come around once every 
25 years. One could not easily predict still 
another dominant victory similar to his 

recent successes at the featherweight and 
junior lightweight levels. Linares has much 
talent, but Lomachenko was capable of doing 
it again. His streak of forcing opponents to 
quit will probably come to an end, but his 
impressive run may be only beginning.

Down but not out

Most of the above actively played out at 
Madison Square Garden before 10,429 fans. 
The culmination was Lomachenko’s quick 
adjustments and versatility when he lifted 
himself off the canvas, regained his faculties 
and buried a disabling punch to the liver of 
Linares in the 10th round. This damaging 
blow capped off his daring pursuit to 
become the fastest man to wear a third 
weight class belt.

Lomachenko (11-1, 9 KO) added the 
World Boxing Association’s lightweight title 
to his featherweight and super feather-
weight titles. Despite stunning the pro-
Lomachenko crowd by landing a right hand 
to the Ukrainian’s nose, knocking him 

down, Linares (44-4, 27 KO) lost this, his 
fourth title defense. It was Lomachenko’s 
first knockdown in more than 10 years.

While retreating for the final seconds of 
that damaging sixth round, Lomachenko’s 
mind stayed sharp and he kept his compo-
sure. The fight was close to even entering 
the  deciding  10th  round,  when 
Lomachenko’s strategy was to batter 
Linares with body shots.

Lomachenko swept round nine and 
retained his energy into the 10th as a tired 
Linares was troubled by some bad swelling 
around his left eye. After landing several 
combinations and uppercuts, Lomachenko 
delivered the knockout punch that dropped 
Linares. The 32-year-old Venezulean took 
some time, only to rise up shakily with both 
arms down. Referee Ricky Gonzalez lifted 
Linares’ arms, looked him in the eyes and 
stopped the bout.

Lomachenko closely out-landed his chal-
lenger in total punches, 213-207, but did 
keep the champion on alert by throwing 

112 more punches. Lomachenko used his 
jab effectively, while Linares managed more 
power punches.

Promoter Bob Arum said he expected 
Lomachenko to fight next on August 25 in a 
mandatory title defense at the Forum, per-
haps against World Boxing Organization 
lightweight champion Ray Beltran (35-7-1, 
21 KO) of Mexico. It was noted that moving 
up five pounds from super featherweight 
(130 pounds) presented a challenge of 
physicality for Lomachenko.

Coming in, the Ukrainian had halted four 
consecutive smaller opponents with each 
one retiring on their stool. Linares weighed 
152 pounds pre-fight, with Lomachenko 
weighing in at 138 pounds. The edge in 
quickness went to Lomachenko, but 
Linares clearly owned the size advantage.

He could not cruise as in his prior routs, 
but Lomachenko could relish having to dig 
deeply to find his way to victory and stand 
as one of 47 boxers in history with world 
titles in three divisions. This was a bona 
fide slugfest in which his opponent would 
not quit. Lomachenko stood up to Linares 
and showed the deep-down fortitude 
required to knock him out.

This fight was a learning experience, 
with Lomachenko admitting it in his post-
fight interview on ESPN: “Thank you to 
Jorge Linares for giving me one more les-
son in this interesting sport.”

With the win, Lomachenko shattered the 
all-time boxing record for fewest fights 
needed to win a world title in three weight 
divisions, accomplishing the feat in just his 
12th fight. The previous record was held by 
Jeff Fenech, who won his third belt in his 
20th fight in 1988.

On May 11, Lomachenko and his father 
swept the Boxing Writers Association of 
America awards for fighter and trainer of the 
year. The Sugar Ray Robinson Award (Fighter 
of the Year) was Vasyl Lomachenko. The 
Eddie Futch Award (Trainer of the Year) was 
Anatoly Lomachenko.

Jorge Linares collapses to the canvas after a liver shot in the 10th round by Vasyl 
Lomachenko.

TopRank.com

(Continued on page 18)
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in Russia. “We believe that the refusal to 
send official delegations to the Russian 
Federation will be an important demon-
stration of international solidarity in the 
rejection of the aggressive policy of the 
Russian Federation and the commission of 
crimes against human rights,” the diplo-
mats said. (Interfax-Ukraine)

Donbas forces use latest weapons

The Russian-led forces in the Donbas 
have started using the latest weapons 
against the Armed Forces of Ukraine. A few 
days ago, the enemy launched the newest 
rockets to shell Ukrainian positions near 
the Ukrainian-controlled strategic port city 
of Mariupol, the press center of the 
Ukrainian Joint Forces Operation said on 
May 15. The rockets had high-explosive 
warheads and left large-diameter craters 

behind. All their remnants were collected 
after the attack and sent to a specialized 
laboratory for tests. “We’ve found the tails 
of rockets that are not typical of conven-
tional ammunition. Unlike Soviet models, 
which were previously used by the Russian 
occupation troops, such tailing looks com-
pletely different and its fitting is different. 
We’ve also found fragments with [ammuni-
tion] markings. Everything has been docu-
mented and sent to the special depart-
ments of the Ministry of Defense of 
Ukraine,” one of the Ukrainian soldiers 
noted. Ukraine’s General Staff said that the 
Russian occupation forces are also engaged 
in a large-scale campaign to plant prohibit-
ed anti-personnel mines in eastern 
Ukraine, including in the so-called “gray 
zone.” (UNIAN) 

Balukh on trial again in Crimea 

Volodymyr Balukh, an imprisoned pro-
Kyiv activist who has been on hunger strike 
for 55 days and whose release has been 

demanded by Washington, is on trial again 
in Russian-controlled Crimea. The trial of 
Mr. Balukh, one of dozens of Crimeans pros-
ecuted by Russia in what rights groups say 
has been a persistent campaign to silence 
dissent since Moscow seized the Ukrainian 
region in 2014, began at Rozdolne district 
court on May 15. Mr. Balukh was sentenced 
in January to three years and seven months 
in a penal colony, where convicts live close 
to an industrial facility or a farm where they 
work, after being convicted on a weapons-
and-explosives-possession charge. Mr. 
Balukh’s initial sentence to the same prison 
term in August 2017 had been annulled by 
an appeals court and returned for addition-
al investigation. Mr. Balukh insists the case 
against him was politically motivated. In 
March, a new case was launched against Mr. 
Balukh after a warden in a local detention 
center in Crimea claimed that Mr. Balukh 
attacked him. Mr. Balukh denies the charge, 
saying the warden attacked him. On May 3, 
the United States said that Mr. Balukh is a 
political prisoner and called on the “Russian 
occupation authorities in Crimea” to release 
him. “Unacceptable for Russia to jail a 
Ukrainian citizen for flying a Ukrainian flag 
in Crimea and deny him medical care,” State 
Department spokeswoman Heather Nauert 
said on Twitter. Mr. Balukh was arrested in 
December 2016, after the Russian Federal 
Security Service (FSB) said explosives and 
90 bullets were found in the attic of his 
home. The search was conducted shortly 
after Mr. Balukh planted a Ukrainian flag in 
his yard and affixed a sign to his house that 
read 18 Heavenly Hundred St. Rights 
groups say Crimean residents who opposed 
Russia’s takeover have faced discrimination 
and abuse at the hands of the Moscow-
imposed authorities. In 2017, the European 
Parliament called on Moscow to free more 
than 30 Ukrainian citizens who were in 
prison or under other conditions of restrict-
ed freedom in Russia, Crimea and parts of 
eastern Ukraine that are controlled by 
Russia-backed separatists. (Crimea Desk, 
RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service)

Five sanctioned for election in Crimea 

The European Union on May 14 sanc-
tioned five people who, according to the 
bloc, helped organize the Russian presiden-
tial election in the annexed Ukrainian 
region of Crimea in March. The EU said the 
election was not legitimate and violated 
Ukraine’s sovereignty. The five people sanc-
tioned include Natalya Ivanovna 
Berzruchenko, who was the deputy chair-
woman of  the  Crimea Electoral 
Commission, and the secretary of the com-
mission, Inna Nikolayevna Guzeyeva. The 
chairman of the Sevastopol Electoral 
Commission, Aleksandr Yurevich Petukhov, 
his deputy, Miroslav Aleksandrovich 
Pogorelov, and its secretary, Anastasiya 
Nikolayevna Karpranova, were also sanc-
tioned. All five people face visa bans and 
asset freezes in the EU. They were sanc-
tioned for “actively supporting and imple-
menting policies that undermine the terri-
torial integrity, sovereignty, and indepen-
dence of Ukraine,” the European Council 
said in a statement. Russian Foreign Affairs 
Ministry spokeswoman Maria Zakharova 
said Moscow “retains the right to react 
appropriately to the latest hostile step by 
the EU.” The anti-Russian sanctions “have 
turned into ritual demonstrations of ‘soli-
darity’ within the EU,” Ms. Zakharova said. 
“Their only practical result is the build-up 
of ‘irritants,’ hindering the establishment of 
mutually profitable dialogue and coopera-
tion with Russia in the interests of our citi-
zens.” In previous rounds of sanctions, the 
EU has already frozen the assets of and 
slapped visa bans on 150 Russian officials 
and Moscow-backed separatists, as well as 
38 entities that according to Brussels are 
responsible for actions violating Ukraine’s 
territorial integrity. The EU first imposed 

sanctions in March 2014 after Russia occu-
pied and annexed Crimea. The sanctions 
have been periodically updated with new 
names and prolonged every six months, 
most recently in March. (RFE/RL, with 
reporting by AFP and RFE/RL Brussels cor-
respondent Rikard Jozwiak)

Merkel slams ceasefire violations 

German Chancellor Angela Merkel has 
expressed deep concern about repeated 
violations of a ceasefire between Ukrainian 
forces and Russia-backed separatists in 
eastern Ukraine. Ms. Merkel’s remarks on 
May 12 in Italy, where she was awarded a 
peace prize, came as the warring sides 
remain locked in a four-year conflict show-
ing few signs that the violence might end 
soon. Since April 2014, more than 10,300 
people have been killed in fighting between 
Kyiv’s forces and the separatists who con-
trol parts of the Donetsk and Luhansk 
regions. Ceasefire deals announced as part 
of the Minsk accords – September 2014 
and February 2015 pacts aimed to resolve 
the conflict – have failed to hold. “Ukraine is 
worrying us,” Chancellor Merkel said after 
receiving the Lamp of Peace of St. Francis 
award in the Italian town of Assisi. “We try 
to enforce the Minsk agreements, but every 
night there is a violation of the truce, every 
day human losses,” she added. A new cease-
fire agreement between Ukraine and the 
Russia-backed separatists was reached in 
late 2017 and was meant to begin on 
December 23. But both sides have accused 
one another of repeated violations since 
then. (RFE/RL, based on reporting by AFP 
and Bloomberg)

Bellingcat IDs Mariupol attack perpetrators

The Bellingcat Investigation Team has 
determined conclusively that the artillery 
attack on the Ukrainian town of Mariupol 
on January 24, 2015, which resulted in at 
least 30 civilian deaths and over 100 inju-
ries, came from Russia-controlled territory. 
Bellingcat has also determined that the 
shelling operation was instructed, directed 
and supervised by Russian military com-
manders in active service with the Russian 
Ministry of Defense. Furthermore, 
Bellingcat has determined that two artil-
lery batteries of Multiple Launch Rocket 
Systems (MLRS) were transported from 
Russia into Ukraine the day before the 
Mariupol operation. In the early morning of 
January 24, 2015, these batteries were 
deployed near the village of Bezimenne 
exclusively for the shelling of targets in and 
around Mariupol, after which they were 
repatriated back into Russia. The investiga-
tion was made possible due to access to 
raw video and audio data that is being sub-
mitted by the Ukrainian government to the 
International Court of Justice as part of an 
ongoing legal case. Bellingcat and its media 
partners analyzed a large volume of inter-
cepted calls from and to participants in the 
armed conflict located in the area of 
Bezimenne at the time of shelling. A 
detailed analysis permitted the identifica-
tion of persons and military units, and the 
reconstruction of events leading up to the 
shelling of residential areas in Mariupol. 
Bellingcat’s investigation is the first to fully 
detail and identify the role of active Russian 
military units, as well as the direct com-
manding role of active Russian army offi-
cers in this military operation. The Russian 
officers who were in charge on high and 
lower levels of the MLRS batteries on the 
day of the shelling at Mariupol, or provided 
target instructions from another location in 
eastern Ukraine, have been identified by 
Bellingcat as: Maj. Gen. Stepan Stepanovich 
Yaroshchuk, Alexander Iozhefovich 
Tsapliuk (“Gorets”), Alexander Anatolevich
Muratov, Maksim Vladimirovich Vlasov 
(“Yugra”), Sergey Sergeyevich Yurchenko 

(Continued on page 13)
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(“Voronezh”) and Alexander Valeryevich 
Grunchev (“Terek”). The Russian officers 
who were in charge of selecting and send-
ing artillery commanders and artillery 
equipment to eastern Ukraine have been 
identified as: Col. Oleg Leargievich 
Kuvshinov, Maj. Gen. Dmitry Nikolaevich 
Klimenko and Col. Sergey Ivanovich Lisai. 
The two Russian and Ukrainian militants in 
direct charge of the artillery units that 
shelled Mariupol have been identified as: 
Alexander Mikhailovich Evtody (“Pepel”) 
and Grayr Manukovich Egiazaryan 
(“Shram”). (Bellingcat Investigation Team)

Court extends Savchenko’s detention

Kyiv’s Shevchenkivsky District Court has 
extended the detention of Ukrainian 
National Deputy Nadiya Savchenko until 
July 13. According to an Interfax-Ukraine 
reporter, at a session on May 15 the court 
granted a petition from Ukraine’s Chief 
Military Prosecutor’s Office. It was reported 
that on March 22 the Verkhovna Rada 
approved the Prosecutor General’s recom-
mendation and gave its consent to prose-
cute, detain and arrest Ms. Savchenko. She 
is suspected of preparations to violently 
change or dismantle the constitutional sys-
tem or for the seizure of power, prepara-
tions for assassinating a statesperson or a 
public figure, preparations for a terrorist 
attack, the establishment of a terrorist 
group or a terrorist organization, and the 
illegal handling of weapons, ammunition or 
explosives. Kyiv’s Shevchenkivsky District 
Court ruled on March 23 to place Ms. 
Savchenko under arrest pending trial for 
59 days, until May 20. Ms. Savchenko 
announced a hunger strike that same day. 
On March 29, the Kyiv Appeals Court 

turned down an appeal lodged by Ms. 
Savchenko’s defense team contesting the 
Shevchenkivsky District Court’s ruling on 
taking her into pretrial custody. Ms. 
Savchenko underwent a forensic psycho-
logical evaluation and a lie detector test on 
April 17. (Interfax-Ukraine)

Anti-sanctions bill passed in Russia 

The Russian Parliament’s lower chamber, 
the State Duma, has approved in its first 
reading a bill that provides for the jailing for 
up to four years of Russians who adhere to 
economic sanctions imposed by the United 
States. The lawmakers unanimously 
approved the bill on May 15. The bill, which 
needs two more votes in the Duma and one 
in the upper house, the Federation Council, 
before being signed into law by President 
Vladimir Putin, is seen as an effort to 
respond to U.S.-imposed asset freezes and 
financial restrictions on Russian officials, 
tycoons, and companies associated with Mr. 
Putin. Those April 6 sanctions, the latest in a 
series imposed by the United States, 
European Union and other countries since 
Russia seized Crimea and has been backing 
armed separatists in eastern Ukraine in 
2014, were meant to punish Moscow for 
alleged interference in the 2016 U.S. presi-
dential election and other “malign activity 
around the globe.” The legislation would 
enable a court to impose a prison term of up 
to four years on any individual or represen-
tative of a legal entity in Russia who refuses 
to supply services or do business with a 
Russian citizen due to sanctions. Offenders 
could also be fined up to 600,000 rubles 
($9,710 U.S.). Under the bill, helping foreign 
governments impose sanctions on Russia by 
providing advice or information would also 
be a criminal offense, punishable by up to 
three years in prison and a fine of up to 
500,000 rubles ($8,090). (Current Time TV, 
with reporting by Meduza)
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carried out against its citizens,” Dmitry 
Peskov told journalists in Moscow on May 16. 

The Russian Embassy in Kyiv called on 
Ukraine to “stop the systemic use of force 
against journalists working for Russian 
information agencies” that Kyiv allegedly 
conducts “in breach of international obliga-
tions,” in a May 15 note of protest to the Kyiv.

In a statement, the U.S. State Department 
said that although “we understand that 
Ukraine… is concerned with the intense 
propaganda… on the whole, these are very 
serious actions that are necessary to con-
duct in accordance with the law.”

Ukraine’s actions aroused the indigna-
tion of the Organization for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE). 

“I express serious concern about this 
morning’s raid on Russian media offices in 
Kyiv… I reiterate my call on the authorities 
to refrain from imposing unnecessary limi-
tations on the work of foreign journalists, 
which affects the free flow of information 
and freedom of the media,” said chief OSCE 
media representative Harlem Desir. 

He added: “The fight against propaganda 
must not fall short of international stan-
dards and should not represent dispropor-
tionate interference in media activities.”

National Deputy Dmytro Tymchuk 
explained that the OSCE’s statement is 
indicative that most of “Europe, and in this 
case the OSCE, doesn’t realize that Russia is 
waging war against Ukraine on all fronts, 
including informational.”

Bridge linking Crimea  
to Russia is opened

The raids on Russian media outlets came 
just hours before Mr. Putin sat behind the 
wheel of a big rig to lead a convoy of con-

tainer trucks across a $3.7-billion, 12-mile 
bridge into occupied Crimea. 

I n  s e p a ra te  s t a te m e n t s ,  Ky iv, 
Washington, Brussels and London con-
demned the Kerch bridge’s completion as a 
violation of Ukraine’s sovereignty and terri-
torial integrity. The Crimean peninsula is 
connected by land only to Ukraine, and the 
new bridge is the only direct link between 
Crimea and Russia. It traverses the Kerch 
Strait that connects the Azov and Black 
seas.

“The bridge represents not only an 
attempt by Russia to solidify its unlawful 
seizure and its occupation of Crimea, but 
also impedes navigation by limiting the size 
of ships that can transit the Kerch Strait, the 
only path to reach Ukraine’s territorial 
waters in the Sea of Azov,” U.S. Secretary of 
State Mike Pompeo said in a May 15 state-
ment.

Ukraine has already seen cargo volumes 
from the state-owned Mariupol Maritime 
Merchandise Port plunge during the 
bridge’s construction. Located in the 
Donetsk Oblast on the Azov Sea, the port 
had to reduce its fleet by 30 percent during 
the bridge’s construction because of the 
overhead limit of 33 meters. Among the 
companies adversely affected are two large 
steel plants owned by Rinat Akhmetov in 
Mariupol, just 19 miles west of the frontline 
with Russian-led forces. 

President Petro Poroshenko said the fact 
that the bridge’s opening “takes place on 
the eve of the anniversary of the deporta-
tion of the Crimean Tatar people by [Soviet 
dictator Joseph] Stalin’s regime is especially 
cynical.”

He continued: “I am confident that… the 
invaders will necessarily need the bridge 
when they will urgently leave our Crimea.”

The European Union (EU) has already 
sanctioned 159 individuals related to 
Crimea who face asset freezes and travel 
bans, five of whom were added on May 14 

for their role in orga-
nizing the recent 
Russian presidential 
election in Crimea. 

Brussels, in a May 
15 statement, said the 
Kerch bridge opening 
“aims at the further 
forced integration of 
the illegally annexed 
peninsula with Russia 
and its isolation from 
Ukraine, of which it 
remains a part.”

And the United 
Kingdom said that 
Moscow’s act “repre-
sents yet another viola-
tion of Ukraine’s sover-
eignty, and a further 
example of Russia’s 
reckless behavior.”

The proud moment 
for Mr. Putin came six 
d a y s  a f t e r  t h e 
Permanent Court of 
Arbitration in The 
Hague ruled that 
Moscow must reim-
burse $159 million to 18 Ukrainian compa-
nies and one individual over their asset 
losses due to the peninsula’s takeover. 

“It’s the first decision on reimbursement 
of assets lost due to the occupation of 
Crimea,” said Deputy Foreign Affairs 
Minister Olena Zerkal on Facebook. “It’s 
also the first victory in this part of the legal 
front.”

U.S. peace envoy  
visits war zone

U.S. Special Representative for Ukraine 
Negotiations Kurt Volker visited Ukraine’s 
easternmost region, the Donbas, on May 
14-15. 

Talking to U.S.-funded Voice of America 
during his latest visit, he said that the 
Russian-speaking population of Donetsk 
and Luhansk oblasts want to rejoin 
Ukraine. 

“When we hear from the Russian gov-
ernment that the Russian-speaking popula-
tion is set against Ukraine, feels threatened 
and that this is an ethnic conflict, then this 
obviously isn’t the case,” Mr. Volker told the 
VOA correspondent. “Russia is trying to 
force Ukrainians and the international com-
munity to engage with the puppet regimes 
– the so-called Donetsk and Luhansk peo-
ple’s republics – but in fact they aren’t in 
control, thus discussions should be held 
with the Russians…”

(Continued from page 1)

Kyiv moves...

Kyrylo Vyshinsky, the head of Russian government-con-
trolled RIA Novosti Ukraine, was detained on May 15 in Kyiv 
on suspicion of committing treason and working on behalf of 
Russia. He allegedly was given a medal by President 
Vladimir Putin for “services to the fatherland” (pictured) 
and another for the “return of Crimea” by Russian Defense 

Minister Sergey Shoigu.

www.ssu.gov.ua
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Save the Spirit Lake Internment Camp cemetery

Lieutenant governor of Quebec to visit internment interpretative center

UCCLA

KINGSTON, Ontario – Concerned over the 
deterioration of the internee cemetery at Spirit 
Lake, Quebec, Dr. Lubomyr Luciuk of the 
Ukrainian Canadian Civil Liberties Association 
(www.uccla.ca) has initiated an online petition 
addressed to the government of Canada 
requesting action be taken to secure, restore 
and reconsecrate this historic site and make 
limited access available for research, commem-
orative and religious purposes.

Sponsored by Member of Parliament James 
Bezan, the petition can be found online at 
https://petitions.ourcommons.ca/en/
Petition/Details?Petition=e-1643.

Dr. Luciuk explained: “The Spirit Lake 
internee cemetery has been in a deteriorating 
condition for many years. Despite many years 
of effort this unique historic site will simply be 
erased from the cultural landscape if no deter-
mined government intervention occurs in the 
near future. It is most certainly up to Ottawa to 
redress this situation since it was the govern-
ment of Canada that rounded up these civil-
ians, transported them into the forests of the 
Abitibi, herded them behind Canadian barbed 
wire and then exploited their labor. Those 
who perished in these difficult circumstances 
were buried there, far from their communities 
and loved ones. Not one of the 16 men and 
some children who died at the Spirit Lake 
internment camp between 1915-1917 would 
ever have been there if the government had 
not branded them as ‘enemy aliens.’ So, 
regardless of who Ottawa sold the land to, or 
what happened to it in the decades following, 
saving this internee cemetery from oblivion is 
a federal obligation, and long overdue.”

by Zorianna Hrycenko

LA FERME, Quebec – J. Michael Doyon, the 29th 
lieutenant governor of Quebec, will visit Spirit Lake 
Internment Interpretative Center on May 20. Lt. Gov. 
J. Michael Doyon will view first-hand the award-
winning museum, which has attracted over 40,000 
visitors from all over Quebec, Canada and Europe. 

Spirit Lake Center is uniquely located on the 
original grounds of the second largest internment 
site during Canada’s First National Internment 
Operations 1914-1920, in which 1,200 men, 
women and children were unjustly interned, the 
majority being Ukrainians, many taken from 
Montreal and other areas. The internment center 
at Spirit Lake operated in 1915-1917, with intern-
ees then transferred to other internment sites. 
Today, the center’s museum, open all year, depicts 
the internment story and early history of 
Ukrainian immigration to Quebec.

For this special visit, the board of directors of 
Sprit Lake has invited the regional minister and 
the deputies from the districts of Abitibi-
Témiscamingue, as well as the municipal authori-
ties of the County of Abitibi, the municipality of 
Trecesson (La Ferme) and the City of Amos.

 The lieutenant governor of Quebec will high-
light the 20th anniversary this year of the creation 
of Camp Spirit Lake Corporation, which coordi-
nates the work of Spirit Lake Center and the larg-
est internment museum in Canada, with its educa-
tional workshops and outreach programs. This 
year, Spirit Lake Internment Interpretative Center 
(SLIIC) marks the center’s eighth year of opera-
tion, welcoming visitors, teachers and students 
throughout Quebec and beyond. 

Spirit Lake Center/museum is a winner of two 
Quebec awards. Spirit Lake museum has caught 
the public’s attention in Quebec and beyond.

 The first months of 2018 have seen a flurry of 

The text of the petition reads as follows.

Petition to the Government of Canada

Whereas:
The Government of Canada needlessly cate-

gorized many Ukrainians and other 
Europeans as “enemy aliens” during Canada’s 
first national internment operations of 1914-
1920; 

An internment camp was set up at Spirit 
Lake, Quebec, one of 24 across Canada;

At least 16 internee burials took place at 
the Spirit Lake cemetery;

The Department of Agriculture sold these 
lands to Quebec in 1936 and the province sold 
them to a farmer in 1988;

Attempts to restore and re-consecrate the 
Spirit Lake internee cemetery have been 
rejected by the property owner and the ceme-
tery is all but lost to the boreal forest;

Federal officials, repeatedly informed about 
the deterioration of the cemetery, claim this is 
Quebec’s problem, abrogating all legal and 
moral responsibility for a cemetery estab-
lished under federal authority and for the 
remains of the unfortunates buried there.

We, the undersigned, citizens and residents 
of Canada, call upon the government of 
Canada to use whatever measures necessary 
to provide for the archaeological examination, 
restoration, re-consecration and limited ongo-
ing site visits for commemorative and reli-
gious services to the Spirit Lake internee cem-
etery, working in collaboration with the 
Canadian First World War Internment 
Recognition Fund, Ukrainian Canadian Civil 
Liberties Association and Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress, so hallowing the victims of Canada’s 
first national internment operations.

activities for Spirit Lake Center. At the end of 
March, a three-person TV crew from Montreal 
came to Spirit Lake to film for France’s 
Channel Evasion. A program on Spirit Lake 
internment museum, the history of the site 
and of Ukrainian immigration will be aired in 
France and in Quebec.

In April, a freelance journalist for Le Devoir 
visited Spirit Lake to do an article for the 
weekend edition/tourist section of the 
French-language newspaper. The article will 
highlight the uniqueness of the internment 
museum in Quebec, and the history of 
Ukrainian immigration to Quebec and Canada. 
The journalist was presented with the French-
language version of the documentary 
“Ukrainians in Quebec 1891-1945,” which fea-
tures a section on Spirit Lake internment.

 The 2018 summer tourist season officially 
begins June 24. Over 40,000 have visited the 
internment center/museum, and that number 
is growing, with visitors from all parts of 
Canada, the United States and Europe. This 
year marks the 100th anniversary of the amal-
gamated region of Trecesson, where Spirit 
Lake Internment Center is located. The center 
continues with its free loan of donated bicy-
cles, offering the bikes located in front of the 
center for tourists to explore the area around 
Spirit Lake Internment Center, the lake and 
lush forests where internees once labored. 

 In Quebec, four French-language books 
have been published about Spirit Lake, one 
musical work has been composed and many 
student essays have been written – all inspired 
by the internment story. The center offers 
classroom visits, providing volunteer instruc-
tors to schools, conducting information semi-

“Interned Madonna” by sculptor John Boxtel, commissioned by the Ukrainian 
Canadian Civil Liberties Association and unveiled at Spirit Lake in July 2001.

Circa 1915, internees at Spirit Lake used as forced labor clearing land. 
From the documentary “Freedom Had A Price.” (Continued on page 19)

 NEWS AND VIEWS
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“Vyshyvani Vechornytsi” fund-raiser held by UNWLA in Fort Lauderdale
by Camilla Huk

FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla. – Branch 17 of 
the Ukrainian National Women’s League of 
America (UNWLA) encompasses a diverse 
group of women who have come to Miami, 
Fort Lauderdale and their suburbs from all 
over the United States and Ukraine. They 
share a desire to assist Ukraine and pre-
serve their heritage here in the United 
States. Among them are third-generation 
members like the Maksymowich families 
and Patty Krysa, who were born in the 
United States and carry on the work begun 
by their parents in our community. 

O n  S u n d ay,  A p r i l  2 9 ,  K a r y n 
Maksymowich-Wilk was the DJ of the 
branch’s “Vyshyvani Vechornytsi ,” while 
Hanya Maksymowich-Lotocky and Donna 
Maksymowich-Waskiewicz led the dancing 
and singing. It was wonderful to see so many 
on the dance floor and to hear Ukrainian 
melodies. The young performers of the 
Ukrainian Dancers of Miami had everyone 
applauding as they showed their talent.

Ms. Krysa was in charge of organizing 
the beautiful and bountiful items in the 
silent auction donated by members and 
friends. There were paintings, necklaces 
and embroideries, as well as the traditional 
baskets of cheer, all of which were scooped 
up by the attendees.

Members who are post World War II 
immigrants also play an important part in 
the branch. It was at Oresta Hamersky’s 
urging that the branch hold a fund-raiser at 
the elegant Grateful Palate in Fort 
Lauderdale. She chaired the committee that 
worked on making it a success.

Olya Sperkacz, who is originally from 

Chicago, is the branch’s president. She wel-
comed guests from other UNWLA branches 
in Florida, including Natalka Santarsiero, 
president of Naples Branch 136, who led a 
contingent to the event. Friends, many of 
whom are also members of UNWLA, came 
from Washington, D.C., Philadelphia and 
New York City. There are some members 
from the Fourth Wave, and the branch 
extended an invitation to them to become 
members.

Most of the attendees wore beautiful 
“vyshyvanky” (embroidered finery), and 
the difficult task of deciding whose were 
the best went to judges Martha Lewicky, 
Marta  Legeckis  and Col .  Roman 
Andrejchyk, who concluded that Father 

Andrii Romankiv, pastor of Assumption of 
the Virgin Mary Greek Catholic Parish in 
Miami, had earned first prize in the men’s 
category for his embroidered shirt, which 
was created by his wife, Zoryanna. 

Other winners included Sonya Lotocky, 
who was recognized for the “Best Overall 
Vyshvyanka.” Lida Bilynsky was awarded 
“Best Traditional Vyshyvanka,” while the 
prize for the “Best Modern Vyshyvanka” 
went to Natalka Bubanj.

UNWLA branches at large honored 
Tamara Huryn with a special certificate of 
recognition, for her many years of dedicated 
and charitable works for the organization.

The mistress of ceremonies, Oksana 
Piaseckyj, did an outstanding job leading 

the festivities and welcoming guests, 
including non-Ukrainian friends who 
attended. Close to 100 people came to cele-
brate and support the event, held on the 
Intercoastal Waterway in Fort Lauderdale. 

The dinner menu centered on Chicken 
Kyiv and amazing desserts, like the rich 
tortes prepared by branch members. As the 
attendees danced the night away, luxury 
yachts passed and the water glistened 
under the moonlight. It was a memorable 
evening. 

The UNWLA’s fund to aid families who 
are suffering from the ongoing war in 
Ukraine is the designated recipient of the 
proceeds of the silent auction and associat-
ed donations.

Natalie Bubanj in the “Best Modern 
Vyshyvanka.”

At the “Vyshyvani Vechornytsi” (from left) are: Marta 
Legeckis, Cami Huk Maisier and Martha Lewicky.

Sonya Lotocky, recognized for 
the “Best Overall Vyshvyanka.”

 COMMUNITY CHRONICLE

by Denis But

MONTREAL – The feature documentary 
“Recovery Room” received a standing ova-
tion at its screening at Concordia 
University’s John Molson Amphitheater 
that was organized by the Concordia 
Ukrainian University Students’ Union 
(CUSU). Both film director Adriana Luhovy 
and producer-editor Yurij Luhovy were 
present. 

This screening was particularly special 

as both are graduates of Concordia 
University, Ms. Luhovy from Concordia’s 
Department of Communications Studies in 
media and cultural studies, and her father 
from the Department of Cinematography, 
when the university was called Sir George 
Williams (before the university’s expansion 
and amalgamation of two Montreal univer-
sity campus). 

The film showing on April 23 was 
opened by CUSU President Denis But, who 
introduced Ms. Luhovy. She welcomed the 

many friends in the audi-
ence, mentioned her plea-
sure to be back home on her 
university campus and 
thanked the community that 
supported the project. 

In attendance were 
designer Don Royer, who 
helped with the “Recovery 
Room” booklet; Bernard 
Benninger of Montreal’s 
Fast Forward Studio, where 
recordings of the voice-
overs were made; and 
Christine Mota, who encour-
aged the project. 

Ms. Luhovy referred to 
her years as a member of 
the CUSU and the Ukrainian 
Canadian Students’ Union 
(SUSK) in Montreal. 

Mr. Luhovy spoke about 
how proud he was to be 
back on his campus with a 
40-year career in the film 
industry and as a collabora-

tor with his daughter on “Recovery Room.” 
An interview was conducted with 

Adriana Luhovy for an article about 
“Recovery Room” that appeared in 
Concordia University’s The Concordian, an 
independent university publication. The 
journal appeared online on April 19 and 
was later mailed as hard copy to Concordia 
alumni. 

Two days prior to the screening, the “One 
Woman Fearless” award was presented to 
Ms. Luhovy, with an introduction by Sylvie 
Monette, at Concordia University’s 2018 
Montreal’s Women’s Summit Conference. 
She was recognized for her work in serving 

and inspiring others.
“Recovery Room” was filmed at the Main 

Clinical Military Hospital in Kyiv. It is a story 
of hope, resilience and compassion during 
a time of war in eastern Ukraine. Ms. 
Luhovy was invited as photographer to be 
part of Canada’s Medical Missions, orga-
nized by Canada-Ukraine Foundation, 
through which humanitarian aid was pro-
vided to wounded soldiers by Canadian 
and Ukrainian medical teams.

Ms. Luhovy’s documentary continues to 
be shown in various cities. For information 
about “Recovery Room” see the website at: 
www.recoveryroomthemovie.com.

Standing ovation for “Recovery Room” at Concordia University

Film director Adriana Luhovy (right), who received the “One Woman Fearless” 
award, with Sylvie Monette at Montreal’s Concordia University. 

Denis But, president of Concordia University Ukrainian 
Students’ Union, introduces the documentary 

“Recovery Room” at the university screening.

MML Inc
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imate by at least 100 countries.
The $3.7 billion project includes a four-

lane highway and a two-lane railroad, 
which is still under construction. 

The Russian president expressed confi-
dence that the bridge will be open for regu-
lar truck traffic in the fall and that the rail-
road section will open in 2019.

The bridge will give “the economy of 
Crimea... new momentum” and “raise peo-
ple’s living standards,” Mr. Putin said. “We 
will go on working on similar projects 
throughout the entire country.”

Mr. Putin has pledged to develop infra-
structure and improve living standards 
substantially in his fourth presidential 
term, which began on May 7 and ends in 
2024, but GDP growth has lagged behind 
targets and Crimea’s economy is struggling.

The televised truck footage was par for 
the course for Mr. Putin, who state TV has 
shown at the controls of vehicles including 
a fighter jet, an ultralight aircraft, a mini-
submarine and a faster-moving racing 
truck in the past.

Crimea is connected to the mainland in 
Ukraine only, so the newly built bridge is the 
sole link between the peninsula and Russia.

In the EU statement, Ms. Kocijancic said 
that the bridge “limits the passage of ves-
sels via the Kerch Strait to Ukrainian ports 
in the Azov Sea.”

“The European Union continues to con-
demn the illegal annexation of Crimea... by 
Russia and will not recognize this violation 
of international law,” she said.

Mr. Putin’s government moved swiftly to 
seize Crimea in March 2014, after Moscow-
friendly Ukrainian President Viktor 
Yanukovych was ousted from power by 
months of street demonstrations and fled 
to Russia. 

Russia sent troops without insignia to 
Crimea and orchestrated the takeover of 
government bodies, before holding a refer-
endum on March 16, 2014.

Moscow’s takeover of the Black Sea pen-
insula severely damaged its relations with 
Kyiv and the West, leading to the imposi-
tion of sanctions by the European Union, 
the United States and other countries.

Ties were further torn when Russia 
fomented unrest in Ukraine and backed 
separatists in a war that has killed more 
than 10,300 people in the eastern region 
known as the Donbas.

With reporting by Russia 24, TASS and 
Interfax.

Copyright 2018, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/putin–to–attend–
opening–of–bridge–linking–russia–to–
crimea/29227926.html?ltflags=mailer).

(Continued from page 1)

Putin opens...
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Marquis Who’s Who 

KINNELON, N.J. – Marquis Who’s Who, 
the world’s premier publisher of biograph-
ical profiles, recently presented Zoriana M. 
Stawnychy with the Albert Nelson Marquis 
Lifetime Achievement Award. An accom-
plished listee, Ms. Stawnychy celebrates 
many years’ experience in her professional 
network, and has been noted for achieve-
ments, leadership qualities, and the cre-
dentials and successes she has accrued in 
her field. 

As in all Marquis Who’s Who biographi-
cal volumes, individuals profiled are select-
ed on the basis of current reference value. 
Factors such as position, noteworthy 
accomplishments, visibility and promi-
nence in a field are all taken into account 
during the selection process.

A certified financial planner and owner 
of Stawnychy Financial Services Inc., a reg-
istered investment advisor, Ms. Stawnychy 
founded her firm almost 25 years ago in 
1993. Located in Morris County, N.J., in the 
town of Kinnelon, the firm provides a full 
range of financial services such as financial 
planning, investment management, chari-
table planning and estate planning services 

to clients. Working alongside a small team 
of professionals, Ms. Stawnychy’s mission 
is to make a significant impact on each of 
her client’s financial lives by actively help-
ing them seize opportunities, manage risk 
and help them work towards achieving 
their most important financial goals.

Ms. Stawnychy began in the industry 
more than 40 years ago. She first worked 
for Cigna Securities in New York City in the 
late 1970s as a financial planner in the 
estate planning and insurance division and 
later progressed to work in the financial 
planning division. She also spent more 
than 25 years as a registered principal with 
LPL Financial. 

Ms. Stawnychy received a B.A. at 
Fordham University. She is a member of the 
Financial Planning Association and the 
recipient of a 5-Star Professional Award 
granted by the Best Professionals in New 
Jersey in 2017. She continues to earn 
Outstanding Customer Service Awards 
year after year, and has been cited in Who’s 
Who in Finance and Business, Who’s Who 
in Finance and Industry, Who’s Who in 
America, Who’s Who in the World, and 
Who’s Who of American Women numerous 
times for her contributions. 

Happily married since 1985 to George 
Stawnychy, Ms. Stawnychy enjoys helping 
not-for-profit organizations in her down 
time. Ms. Stawnychy, her husband and their 
daughter, Maya, are members of Ukrainian 
National Association Branch 325.

In recognition of her outstanding contri-

Financial planner receives
Lifetime Achievement Award
from Marquis Who’s Who

“Notes on People” is a feature geared toward reporting on the achievements of members 
of the Ukrainian community and the Ukrainian National Association. All submissions 
should be concise due to space limitations and must include the person’s UNA branch 
number (if applicable). Items will be published as soon as possible after their receipt.

Zoriana M. Stawnychy

butions to her profession and the Marquis 
Who’s Who community, Ms. Stawnychy has 
been featured on the Albert Nelson 
Marquis Lifetime Achievement website, 
www.ltachievers.com.

Since 1899, when A. N. Marquis printed 
the First Edition of Who’s Who in 
America®, Marquis Who’s Who® has 
chronicled the lives of the most accom-
plished individuals and innovators from 
every significant field of endeavor, includ-
ing politics, business, medicine, law, educa-
tion, art, religion and entertainment. Today, 
Who’s Who in America® remains an essen-
tial biographical source for thousands of 
researchers, journalists, librarians and 
executive search firms around the world. 
Marquis® publications may be visited at 
the official Marquis Who’s Who® website, 
www.marquiswhoswho.com.

NOTES ON PEOPLE
tional Ukrainian dancing, Anatoly allowed 
him to box again. The father believed his 
son’s developed footwork through dancing 
prepared him for the boxing ring.

One can only imagine how hungry the 
youngster was to put on the gloves after 
such an extended absence from his sport.

He was breathtaking at the 2012 
London Olympics when he won a gold 
medal for the second successive Games, 
and he amassed an unbelievable amateur 
record of 396-1. His only defeat, to Russian 
Albert Selimov, was later avenged.

When he turned pro in 2013, 
Lomachenko vowed he didn’t want to be 
some regular great fighter, but wanted to be 
the best.

Behind the coaching of his father, 
Lomachenko earned world champion sta-
tus three months after the loss to Salido. 
His 12-round point win over Gary Russell 
Jr. (24-0, 14 KO) for a vacant WBO feather-
weight belt equaled the record set by 
Saensak Muangsurin of Thailand (14-6, 11 
KO, who died in 1981) to win a world title 
in just his third professional bout.

By his seventh fight, Lomachenko was a 
two-weight world titlist after he soundly 
separated Roman Martinez (29-3-3, 17 KO) 
of Puerto Rico from his senses in the fifth 
round at Madison Square Garden in June 
2016. He then toyed with Nicholas Walters 
(26-0-1, 21 KO) of Jamaica, who quit in the 
seventh round, in November 2016. 
Lomachenko earned his first $1 million 
purse by dismantling Walters and then fol-
lowed up with a pounding of Jason Sosa (20-
1-4), 15 KO (nine rounds) in April 2017.

Marriaga was yet another notch on the 
championship belt on his road to being the 
best. More challenging battles await if Vasyl 
Lomachenko is to make it to the top of the 
class.

Lomachenko likables: Born February 
17, 1988, he is referred to by many as the 
greatest amateur boxer of all time, having 
boxed as a featherweight, super feather-
weight and lightweight. He won a silver 
medal at the 2007 World Championships 
and won consecutive gold medals at 2009 
and 2011 Worlds. In the junior lightweight 
(featherweight) division, he is ranked No.1 by 
Box Rec, the Transnational Boxing Rankings 
Board and The Ring Magazine. He is nick-
named “Hi-Tech” and “The Matrix,” and he 
is left-handed. If not boxing, he would have 
pursued a career in professional hockey.

Ihor Stelmach may be reached at iman@
sfgsports.com.

(Continued from page 8)

Lomachenko...

The citation reads as follows:
“Bishop Borys Gudziak, Doctor of 

Humane Letters, honoris causa.
 “Bishop Borys Gudziak, higher educa-

tion leader, teacher-scholar, social vision-
ary. Your vision of freedom and love for 
humanity has helped uplift a university, a 
church, a country and its people – and set 

an inspiring example for the world.
“You have worked tirelessly to revive a 

suppressed university in Ukraine after the 
fall of the Soviet Union. As president of the 
Ukrainian Catholic University, you have 
helped create a contemporary, innovative 
institution known for its international 
reach and social responsibility, and cen-
tered its identity on those marginalized by 
society and the martyrs who suffered 
under tyranny.

“In support of human dignity and free-

dom, you have championed and stood 
with your students and with al l 
Ukrainians in the revolution to overthrow 
the country’s corrupt leadership in 2014 
– and continue to stand with them in the 
ongoing turmoil.

“We are pleased to honor you for your 
tremendous courage and leadership, help-
ing to reinvigorate a university and faith 
community and providing a moral center 
for a country as you work for peace, recon-
ciliation and healing.”

(Continued from page 1)

Syracuse...

  Дитина мусить мати закінчених 4 роки життя до 31 серпня 2018 р. Винятків немає. 
  Дитина мусить мати усі приписані щеплення.
  Дитина, яка склала Заяву Вступу до новацтва, не може брати участи в таборaх для Пташат.

Табір відбудеться на Союзівці  у двох групах:
  від неділі 24 червня до суботи 30 червня 2018 р.
  від неділі 1 липня до суботи 7 липня 2018 р.

У справі кімнат просимо порозуміватися прямо з Адміністрацією Союзівки:
SOYUZIVKA, P. O. Box 529, 216 Foordmore Road, Kerhonkson, NY 12446
(845) 626-5641;  www. Soyuzivka.com;  Fax: 845-626-4638
  Tаборова оплата: $150.00 ($20.00 незворотні); 
 оплата за два тижні 290.00 дол.
  Зголошення і таборову оплату (чек виписаний на Plast – Pershi Stezhi) надсилати до: 
 Mrs. Oresta Fedyniak, 2626 W. Walton Ave., Chicago, IL 60622
 Tel.: 773 486-0394 (від 8:00 до 10:00 ранку)
  Реченець зголошень: 30 травня 2018 р.  
   Після реченця не приймаємо зголошень.
  Лікарську посвідку НЕ пересилати з анкетою зголошення. 
 Просимо передати при реєстрації.

КАРТА ЗГОЛОШЕННЯ НА ТАБІР ПТАШАТ-2018
Ім’я і прізвище дитини ........................................................................................................

по-українськи і по-англійськи

Дата народження ...............................................................................................................

Адреса ..................................................................................................................................

Телефон .................................................... E-mail ...............................................................
Просимо залучити посвідку дати народження дитини, яку вперше вписуєтe на табір

     ☐ від 24 до 30 червня 2018 р. ☐ від 1 до 7 липня 2018 р.
     Розмір таборової сорочинки дитини: ☐ 6-8,  ☐10-12,  ☐14-16.
     ☐ Залучую чек на суму $................. ☐ Резервую кімнату на Союзівці

.......................................................................................................................................
ім’я і прізвище матері (подати дівоче прізвище)

Завваги ...........................................................................................................................
...........................................................................................................................................
...........................................................................................................................................
..............................................................................................Підпис батька або матері

ПЛЕМ’Я ПЛАСТУНОК „ПЕРШІ СТЕЖІ“ ВЛАШТОВУЄ
„ДЕННИЙ ТАБІР ПТАШАТ ПРИ ПЛАСТІ“

для дітей від 4 до 6 років, які володіють (розуміють і розмовляють) українською мовою
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Through Historical exhibit, “Cultural Identity to Statehood: 
November Ukraine 1917-1921,” Ukrainian History and Education
Somerset, NJ Center, http://ukrhec.org/exhibits or 732-356-0132

May 23 Film screening, “Bilyi Ptakh z Chornoyu Oznakoyu,” by 
New York Yurii Illienko, The Ukrainian Museum,
 www.ukrainianmuseum.org or 212-228-0110

May 24 Presentation on the “MAPA: Digital Atlas of Ukraine” by 
Cambridge, MA Nataliia Levchuk and Kostyantyn Bondarenko, Harvard 
 University, www.huri.harvard.edu

May 24 Meeting, recognizing financial scams and ways to protect
Whippany, NJ yourself against fraud, Carpe Diem Club, Ukrainian
 American Cultural Center of New Jersey,
 aceuaccnj@gmail.com

May 25-26 UFest, Edmonton Ukrainian Festival, Borden Park,
Edmonton, AB www.ufest.ca

May 25-27 Carassauga: Mississauga’s Festival of Cultures, 
Mississauga, ON Ukrainian Pavilion, St. Mary Ukrainian Church, 
 905-615-3010 or info@carassauga.com

May 26 Golf tournament, Ukrainian Golf Association of Canada, 
Hamilton, ON Willow Valley Golf Course, www.willowalleygolf.com or
 905-679-2703

May 26 Memorial Day weekend celebration, Soyuzivka Heritage
Kerhonkson, NY Center, www.soyuzivka.com

May 26 Okanagan Ukrainian Festival, Sadok Ukrainian Dance 
Vernon, BC Ensemble, O-Keefe Ranch, http://sadok.net

May 26 Fund-raiser concert, featuring Oksana Mukha, Revived 
Chicago Soldiers Ukraine, Ukrainian Institute of Modern Art,
 www.uima-chicago.org or 773-227-5522

May 26-27 Great Lakes Cup, Ukrainian Sports Federation of the 
Buffalo, NY U.S.A. and Canada, location to be announced,
 ukrainefc2000@gmail.com or 716-830-4567

May 27 Memorial Day weekend picnic, Ukrainian Homestead,
Lehighton, PA www.ukrhomestead.com

May 30 Luncheon and book presentation, Lunch and Learn –
New York “The Ukrainian Night: An Intimate History of 
 Revolution,” 92nd Street Y, 212-415-5500 

May 31 through Mosaic 2018 Ukrainian Kyiv Pavilion,
June 2 Ukrainian Canadian Congress – Regina Branch, 
Regina, SK Agribition Building, Regina Exhibition Park, 
 www.reginamulticulturalcouncil.ca

June 1, 2 Film screening, “Julia Blue” by Roxy Toporowych, 
Great Barrington/ Berkshire International Film Festival, Triplex Cinema 
Pittsfield, MA and Beacon Cinema, 413-528-8885 or 
 https://www.biffma.org/event/julia-blue/

June 1 Performance, “Don Quixote,” National Ballet of Ukraine, 
Newark, NJ New Jersey Performing Arts Center, www.njpac.org

June 2 25th anniversary commemoration honoring Patriarch 
South Bound Brook, Mstyslav, with memorial service and luncheon, Holy
NJ Resurrection Mausoleum, St. Andrew Memorial Church, 
 Pokrova Sisterhood Community Social Center, 
 consistory@uocofusa.org or 732-356-0090

June 2 Concert, “Spring Romance,’ featuring the Ewashko 
Ottawa Singers, Southminster United Church,
 www.ewashkosingers.com

June 2 Mississauga Ukrainian Festival, Mississauga Celebration 
Mississauga, ON Square, http://www.ukrainianfestival.com/index.html

June 3 Benefit concert, “Re:Sheto” featuring Oksana Mukha, 
Whippany, NJ Revived Soldiers Ukraine, Ukrainian American Cultural 
 Center of New Jersey, www.uaccnj.org or 973-585-7175

Entries in “Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to events 
advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome submissions 
from all our readers. Items will be published at the discretion of the editors 
and as space allows. Please send e-mail to mdubas@ukrweekly.com.

PREMIER NINE*   ANNUITIES ANNUITIES ANNUITIES ANNUITIES ANNUITIES ANNUITIES
PREMIER NINE*  

ALSO AVAILABLE:
SELECT SEVEN – 3.5%*
STARTER FIVE – 3.0%*

*  First year rate. Second Year Rate – 3.0%
    All annuity rates are subject to change.  
    Not available in all states

2200 Route 10, Parsippany, NJ 07054 
General Information: 800-253-9862 • Fax: 973-292-0900
www.UkrainianNationalAssociation.org 
facebook.com/UkrainianNationalAssociation

SELECT SEVEN – 3.5%*SELECT SEVEN – 3.5%*SELECT SEVEN – 3.5%*
STARTER FIVE – 3.0%*STARTER FIVE – 3.0%*STARTER FIVE – 3.0%*

*  First year rate. Second Year Rate – 3.0%
    All annuity rates are subject to change.  

Ukrainian National Association, Inc.

Contact us:  
888-538-2833

nars to the five school commissions in the Abitibi area. 
This includes elementary and high schools. Classes later 
visit Spirit Lake Internment Center from all over Quebec 
and neighboring provinces. 

Post-high school classes incorporate regional history 
and heritage studies covering the history of World War I, 
its effect on society and cultural heritage. Teaching about 
the internment is included in their courses. The documen-
taries “Ukrainians in Quebec 1891-1945” (French and 
English versions), and Yurij Luhovy’s “Freedom Had A 
Price” are used as teacher resource material.

For further information readers may visit www.camp-
spiritlake.ca or call 819-727-2267.

Spirit Lake Center continues its hard work with its 
many volunteers, bringing awareness about early history 
to the general public. Spirit Lake Center received a major 
grant from the Canadian First World War Internment 
Recognition Fund, chaired by Andrew Hladyshevsky, to 
help establish the center. 

As James Slobodian, chair of Camp Spirit Lake 
Corporation, stated, “Spirit Lake is Montreal’s, Quebec’s 
and Canada’s story. The museum has a tremendous impact 
on internment awareness.”

(Continued from page 14)

Lieutenant...

resulting in unemployment and poverty; the third was for 
the Donbas joining Russia, which Mr. Akhmetov opposed, 
for the same reasons as the second scenario – crippling 
sanctions; and the fourth scenario, was to amend the 
Constitution and decentralize the government, where 
regional government is elected, not appointed, and the local 
authorities are made responsible to the people for the pres-
ent and future. “I strongly believe that Donbas can be happy 
only in the united Ukraine,” he said.  

Source: “The voice of Donbas will sound stronger,” and “A 
happy Donbas in a united Ukraine,” TRK Channel and System 
Capital Management, The Ukrainian Weekly, May 25, 2014.

(Continued from page 6)

Turning...
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PREVIEW OF EVENTS
Wednesday, May 23

NEW YORK: There will be a matinée show 
at 2 p.m. of “Bilyi Ptakh z Chornoyu 
Oznakoyu” (White Bird with a Black Mark, 
1970, Ukraine, 97 min., Ukrainian/
Romanian/Russian/English, with subtitles). 
The film was directed by Yurii Illienko, and 
written by Yurii Illienko and Ivan  
Mykolaichuk. Starring Larisa Kadochnikova, 
Ivan Mykolaichuk, Bohdan Stupka, the film 
was produced by the Oleksandr Dovzhenko 
National Center, Kyiv. Admission is free with 
museum admission ($8 for adults, $6 for 
students and seniors; free for members). 
The Ukrainian Museum is located at 222 E. 
Sixth St.; telephone, 212-228-0110; website, 
www.ukrainianmuseum.org.

Sunday, June 17

HORSHAM, Pa.: The popular Father’s Day 
Ukrainian Fest will commence at 1 p.m. at 

Tryzubivka (Ukrainian American Sport 
Center, County Line and Lower State roads). 
A 2 p.m. stage show will feature the 
Voloshky School of Ukrainian Dance, accor-
dionist Walter Syzonenko, and singers 
Sofiyaa Pitula and Maksim Shcherbatyuk. A 
lively outdoor “zabava” in the dance pavilion 
to the tunes of the accordionist will follow. 
There will be plentiful Ukrainian homemade 
foods and baked goods, picnic fare and cool 
refreshments for all tastes and ages. Enjoy 
the U.S. Adult Soccer Association’s Region 
One U.S. Open Cup and U.S. Amateur Cup 
(U.S. national championship quarterfinals) 
games, men’s, women’s, and men’s over 30 
and under 23 throughout the afternoon. 
Admission and parking are free. For infor-
mation call 267-664-3857, e-mail info@try-
zub.org or visit www.tryzub.org; see also 
the Facebook page of Tryzub Ukrainian 
American Sport Center.

PREVIEW OF EVENTS GUIDELINES
Preview of Events is a listing of Ukrainian community events open to the public. It is a ser-
vice provided at minimal cost ($20 per listing) by The Ukrainian Weekly to the Ukrainian 
community. 

To have an event listed in Preview of Events please send information, in English, written 
in Preview format, i.e., in a brief paragraph that includes the date, place, type of event, 
sponsor, admission, full names of persons and/or organizations involved, and a phone 
number and/or e-mail address to be published for readers who may require additional 
information. Items must be no more than 100 words long. 

Preview items must be received no later than one week before the desired date of 
publication (i.e., they must be received by 9 am Monday morning). Please include pay-
ment for each time the item is to appear and indicate date(s) of issue(s) in which the item 
is to be published. Also, senders are asked to include the phone number of a person who 
may be contacted by The Weekly during daytime hours, as well as their complete mailing 
address. 

Information should be sent to preview@ukrweekly.com. When e-mailing, please do not 
send items as attachments – simply type the text into the body of the e-mail message. 
Preview items and payments may be mailed to: Preview of Events, The Ukrainian Weekly, 
2200 Route 10, P.O. Box 280, Parsippany, NJ 07054.

Friday, May 25
4:00   Your room is guaranteed for arrival
6:00-7:00 Gentle Yoga Relaxation  
 and Meditation Class 
7:15-7:30 Welcome Session & Orientation
7:30-8:30 Dinner - Seasonal Fare with 
 Vegetarian and Vegan Dining Options
8:30  Creative Session - Plan on Relaxing  
 like a Mermaid - Green Ritual Stories
Saturday, May 26
8:00-9:00 Yoga Class - Wake Up Morning Stretch 
9:00-10:30 Breakfast - Gluten free alternatives  
 will be available
10:30-12:00 Guided Hiking - “A Meditation Hike” 
  to the cliffs.  Collecting the Green.
11:30-12:30 Qigong/Tai Chi green walk -  
 cultivating energy for health, maintenance  
 and increasing vitality
12:30-1:30 Lunch - organic healthy choices -  
 nutrient dense whole foods
2:00-3:00 Meditation Hike to Green Pool
3:30-5:30 Healthy Happy Hour - seasonal healthy  
 fruits & green smoothies and herbal wreath 
 making workshop
5:30-6:30 Sweet Dreams - Restorative (or Yin) yoga - 
 passive postures for connective tissue and fascia
7:30-8:30 Green Gathering Farm to Table Dinner -  
 seasonal eating menu
9:00-10:30 Celebration Evening Drumming and  
 Dance Program
Sunday, May 27
8:00  Fresh fruit, yogurts, coffee & herbal teas  
 available in the Mainhouse Lobby
8:00-9:00 Energize with Gentle Yoga 
9:30  Liturgy
10:00 - 11:30 Brunch

$190+tax  
per person  

- double 
occupancy,

$225+tax  
per person  

- single occupancy, 

$150+tax for one night  
pp/double occupancy. 

Drop-in classes & bodywork available!

Please call  (845) 626-5641 or email  
soyuzivka.events@gmail.com 

to make your reservations.

216 Foordmore Road  
Kerhonkson, New York 12446 

(845) 626-5641 
www.Soyuzivka.com

G R E E N 
Holidays Gathering
A Retreat for Health & Wellness  

at Soyuzivka 

passive postures for connective tissue and fascia

May 25-27, 2018

All inclusive 5 nights – meals: breakfast-lunch-dinner from Monday 
through Friday (brunch). Special Banquet Thursday evening.

Entertainment and guest speakers. (Taxes/gratuities included)

All inclusive per person rate based on double occupancy - $499
All inclusive per person rate based on  single  occupancy - $599

BANQUET ONLY, Thursday,  June 14, 2018, - $75 pp. 

For more information call Oksana Trytjak,  tel: 973 292-9800 ext. 3071 
or  Myron Kolinsky ext. 3036

CALLING ON UNA MEMBERS (50+) and FRIENDS!

JOIN US FOR A SPECIAL WEEK AT SOYUZIVKA

Remember to bring your embroidered fi nery
(vyshyvanky) for the banquet. 

If possible bring items for the auction!

SOYUZIVKA TEL:  845 626-5641

Remember to bring your embroidered fi nery

MAKE 
RESERVATIONS 

EARLY!Registration beginning Sunday, June 10, 2018
at 6:00 pm  at  SOYUZIVKA 

Sunday, JUNE 10 – Friday, JUNE 15

WEALTH &
RETIREMENT 
PLANNING

GOLF 
& HIKING

WINE TASTING 
& BINGO

WELLNESS 
& NUTRITION


