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OTTAWA – On the military front, not a 
lot has changed since Roman Waschuk 
became Canada’s eighth and first fluent 
Ukrainian-speaking ambassador to Ukraine 
since the country gained its independence 
from the Soviet Union in 1991. When he 
took up his post in October 2014, Russia 
had already annexed Crimea, and the con-
flict between Russian-backed militants and 
Ukrainian troops had begun.

But Mr. Waschuk has noticed a differ-
ence in the mood on the ground in Ukraine, 
where he has spent considerable time prior 
to his ambassadorial appointment.

A career diplomat, the 56-year-old 
Toronto-born son of Ukrainian immigrants 
got his first taste of Ukraine when he was 
posted to Moscow in 1988 as the third sec-
retary for politics at the Canadian Embassy, 
where he also kept an eye on Ukraine for 
Canada until 1991. Three years later, after 
spending time at the East European desk in 
Canada’s Foreign Ministry in Ottawa, he 
was dispatched to Kyiv as a counselor at 
the Canadian Embassy until 1998. Twenty 
years later, Ambassador Waschuk is on his 
third tour of duty in Ukraine. 

“Ukraine has changed quite a bit, and 
more than people living there are willing to 
admit, I’d say,” he explained during his 

recent return to Canada, where he attended 
a biennial, four-day meeting in Ottawa of 
the country’s global heads of missions 
along with Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, 
Foreign Affairs Minister Chrystia Freeland 
and International Development Minister 
Marie-Claude Bibeau.

Ukraine has become a “millennial 
nation,” with the trappings that come with 
an adjective more commonly used to iden-
tify the 22- to 37-year-old crowd, according 
to Ambassador Waschuk. A “decline of def-
erence” is present in Ukrainian society, 
along with some self-entitlement.

“Ukrainians often feel poorer than they 
are because their expectations now are 
largely driven by EU [European Union] 
countries where Ukrainians are measuring 
whether or not they are as well off as some-
one in Poland or Germany,” he said, noting 
that has led Ukrainians to find work else-
where in Europe to earn more money than 
they could at home.

But the ambassador believes that some 
of the anxiety among Ukrainians is the result 
of not only their country’s economic crisis 
and the devaluation of the hryvnia, but also a 
reflection of the trauma associated with the 
Euro-Maidan Revolution, which preceded 
his arrival in Kyiv by mere months, and the 
continuing military conflict in the Donbas, 

Canada’s ambassador in Kyiv speaks 
on big expectations in and about Ukraine

(Continued on page 8)

by Mark Raczkiewycz

KYIV – A peaceful resolution to the 
Donbas war remained elusive following 
talks between Ukrainian Foreign Affairs 
Minister Pavlo Klimkin and his Russian 
counterpart, Sergey Lavrov, that was medi-
ated by the top diplomats of France and 
Germany in Berlin on June 11. 

Known as the Normandy format, the 
quartet of foreign envoys from each coun-
try hadn’t met in a year and a half and 
made no headway to implementing a truce 

that was brokered in the Belarus capital of 
Minsk in early 2015. 

Co-mediator German Foreign Affairs 
Minister Heiko Mass said that “Ukraine and 
Russia’s interests and views lie far apart in 
many areas.”

“The implementation of the Minsk 
accords stalled for too long at the expense 
of the people in eastern Ukraine, who wish 
for nothing more ardently than peace,” Mr. 
Mass told the German newspaper Bild. 

No breakthrough in recent Donbas war 
peace talks as conflict remains ‘hot’

(Continued on page 9)

The foreign affairs ministers of Ukraine, France, Germany and Russia (from left) – 
Pavlo Klimkin, Jean-Yves Le Drian, Heiko Maas and Sergey Lavrov, respectively – 

emerge during the Donbas war peace talks in Berlin on June 11. 

Federal Foreign Office of Germany

Shifting loyalty: Moscow accused of reshaping annexed Crimea’s demographics
by Robert Coalson

RFE/RL

An important but widely overlooked 
demographic transformation has been 
under way in the Ukrainian region of Crimea 
since it was annexed by Russia in 2014.

Ukrainian officials and analysts say hun-
dreds of thousands of people from across 
Russia have been brought into the disputed 
region in an effort by Moscow to transform 
the composition of its population.

“Since 2014 there has been a mass 
movement of people from Siberia,” Sergei, 
who moved to Crimea from St. Petersburg 
and who blogs under the name Yan Laros, 
told RFE/RL in March. “At first they went to 
Krasnodar, but now they have actively 
begun settling Crimea. Sometimes you get 
the impression that half of Siberia has sud-
denly decided to move here.”

According to official Russian statistics, 
some 247,000 Russians have moved to 
Crimea since annexation. At the same time, 
about 140,000 people have left, mostly 
Ukrainians and Crimean Tatars who moved 
to the Ukrainian mainland.

Ukrainian officials, however, say the real 

numbers are much greater – by hundreds 
of thousands. The population of the penin-
sula according to the Ukrainian census of 
2001 was 2.4 million, of which about 60 
percent were ethnic Russians, 24 percent 
were Ukrainians and 10 percent were 
Crimean Tatars. A Russian census in 2014 
put the population at 2.285 million, with 65 
percent identifying as Russian, 15 percent 
as Ukrainian and 12 percent as Crimean 
Tatar.

“We can say with certainty that we are 
talking about hundreds of thousands of 
people,” Borys Babin, Ukrainian President 
Petro Poroshenko’s permanent representa-
tive on Crimea, told RFE/RL. “An enormous 
number of bureaucrats are moving in with 
their families, and those family members 
are looking for work. In addition, there is a 
large number of guest workers – people 
who come to Crimea for major construction 
projects that are being carried out in the 
military sphere.”

Mr. Babin added that about 40,000 
Crimeans registered as displaced persons 
on mainland Ukraine, adding that tens of 
thousands more have also left Crimea but 
have not yet registered as displaced.

Demographic ‘war crime’

On May 27, longtime Crimean Tatar 
leader Mustafa Dzhemilev, President 
Poroshenko’s envoy for Crimean Tatar 
affairs, gave a shocking interview to  
Ukrinform  in which he estimated the num-
ber of people migrating to Crimea from 
Russia at between 850,000 and 1 million.

“But this is held as a military secret 
because they know perfectly well that it is a 
crime,” he added, saying that his estimate 
came from his sources among the Crimean 
Tatar community still on the peninsula.

“Forcibly shifting the demographic com-
position of an occupied territory is a war 
crime under the 1949 Geneva Conventions,” 
Mr. Dzhemilev said. “Therefore information 
about how many people they have brought 
in is carefully guarded.”  

Article 49 of the fourth Geneva 
Convention  states  that “The Occupying 
Power shall not deport or transfer parts of 
its own civilian population into the territo-
ry it occupies.”

Refat Chubarov, another Crimean Tatar 
leader who is a deputy in the Ukrainian 
Parliament, said it was impossible to pin 

down the exact numbers of newcomers 
arriving from Russia.

“We are talking about military personnel 
and workers in the security organs, as well 
as their families,” he told RFE/RL. “We are 
talking about the mass influx of bureau-
crats. And a significant number of people 
have been drawn to Crimea from various 
regions of Russia thinking that they will live 
better there.”

He noted that several Russian military 
bases on the peninsula have been created 
or expanded since the 2014 annexation.

“There is no doubt that the saturation of 
Crimea with troops and security personnel 
is being done intentionally with a view to 
creating a management regime that 
demands not just loyal, but tested, people,” 
Mr. Chubarov added. “These people are 
selected in Russia.”

Andriy Klimenko, editor-in-chief of the  
BlackSeaNews  website, wrote about the  
demographic manipulations  in June 2017. 
“The demographic situation in Crimea is 
viewed by Russia exclusively in the context of 
forming... a loyal population that is optimized 

(Continued on page 12)
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Massive power outage hits Crimea 

A total blackout has hit Crimea after 
what Russian officials said was an automat-
ic shutoff at a substation providing power 
to the Russian-controlled Black Sea penin-
sula. Shopping centers were dark and trol-
leybuses stood still in Symferopol, the 
regional capital, which was entirely with-
out electricity at about 4 p.m. local time on 
June 13. Sergei Aksyonov, the head of the 
Russian-imposed government in the 
Ukrainian region, said on Facebook that 
power surges at a substation across the 
Kerch Strait in Russia had triggered an 
automatic shutdown of the electricity sup-
ply. “All of Crimea is without power,” Mr. 
Aksyonov wrote. He called for calm and 
said power would be restored within three 
hours. Residents reported outages in cities 
including Yalta and Symferopol, the home 
of a Russian Black Sea Fleet base. The 
Russian newspaper Vedomosti cited a resi-
dent of another town, Sudak, as saying that 
there was no electricity there and reporting 
problems with cell-phone service, and 
Novaya Gazeta said there were outages also 
in Yevpatoria. There was no immediate 
word on the cause of the outages. Russia 
seized control of Crimea in March 2014 
after sending in troops, taking over key 
facilities, and staging a referendum deemed 
illegitimate by at least 100 countries at the 
United Nations. Russia laid new transmis-
sion cables across the Kerch Strait to 
Crimea in 2016 but has continued to face 
problems meeting power needs of the 
region, which has a population of about 2 
million. (RFE/RL, with reporting by 
Vedomosti and Novaya Gazeta)

Law on anti-corruption court signed

Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko 
signed the bill on the Supreme Anti-
corruption Court on June 11 at a meeting 
with students from the Ukrainian 
Leadership Academy in Kyiv. Before signing 
it into law, the president said it was mean-
ingful that the ceremony was taking place 
“in the presence of Ukraine’s future – the 
future and current leaders of Ukraine. 
Congratulations.” On Facebook, Mr. 
Poroshenko called it a “key milestone in the 
creation of an independent anti-corruption 

infrastructure in our country.” In addition 
to the IMF and other international institu-
tions that provide Ukraine with financial 
support, the legislation has been demand-
ed by protest groups who accuse Mr. 
Poroshenko’s administration of failing to 
tackle deep-rooted corruption. Shortly after 
Ukraine’s Parliament passed the bill on 
June 7, the IMF said it still needed to review 
the final version, and separate legislation 
was needed to actually establish the court. 
The IMF has called the establishment of an 
anti-corruption court a “benchmark” of 
Ukraine’s progress toward Western legal 
standards, and has said it would help ease 
the release of its loans in the future. (RFE/
RL’s Ukrainian Service, with reporting by 
UNIAN, pravda.ua, Bloomberg and Reuters)

Trump calls for Russia to rejoin G-8

U.S. President Donald Trump has called 
for readmitting Russia into the Group of 
Seven (G-7) leading industrialized nations, 
a call that puts him directly at odds with 
some of the United States’ closest allies. 
The suggestion from Mr. Trump, made on 
June 8 on the eve of a summit of G-7 lead-
ers, was the latest in a string of conciliatory 
statements by him toward Moscow, a 
stance that has clashed with many congres-
sional Republicans and Democrats, as well 
as large parts of the U.S. foreign policy 
establishment. Russia was expelled from 
the group four years ago after annexing 
Ukraine’s Crimean peninsula and sparking 
a war in eastern Ukraine that has killed 
more than 10,300 people. Speaking to 
reporters outside the White House, 
President Trump said Russia deserved to 
rejoin the group. “Why are we having a 
meeting without Russia in the meeting?” he 
said. “They should let Russia come back in 
because we should have Russia at the nego-
tiating table.” The call threatened to further 
strain what was shaping up to be a tough 
summit for the G-7, whose members have 
also been clashing with the Trump admin-
istration over a looming trade war. Aside 
from the United States, the G-7 consists of 
Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, and 
Britain. Canada, which was hosting the 
summit, responded quickly, saying it 

(Continued on page 12)
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by Ridvan Bari Urcosta
Eurasia Daily Monitor

Despite wide international condemna-
tion, on May 16 the Russian Federation 
completed the first phase of construction of 
a 10-mile bridge across the Kerch Strait, 
which links Russia proper with the occu-
pied Crimean peninsula (TASS, May 16). 
The Kerch Bridge will have serious eco-
nomic, social, demographic and geopolitical 
impacts on the region. 

On the one hand, this new road (and 
eventually rail) connection will contribute 
to breaking Crimea’s geographic isolation 
since its annexation by Russia in 2014. But 
additionally, the Kerch Bridge could ulti-
mately destroy the last remnants of 
Ukrainian presence on the peninsula by 
displacing or diluting the native ethnic 
Ukrainians and Crimean Tatars with new-
comers from the North Caucasus and other 
areas of the Russian mainland. 

On the other hand, the new bridge will 
also impact Russian regions east of the 
strait – a potential long-term effect that has 
so far received much less attention.

The lives of local people in Krasnodar 
Krai, which lies on the eastern shore of the 
Kerch Strait, started to change from the out-
set of the Kerch Bridge’s construction. But 
with the road portion of the bridge now 
operational, certain concerns are growing 
about its future implications for the entire 
region. Specifically, Krasnodar and Crimea 
share a number of common economic and 
geo-climactic characteristics, which make 
both regions heavily reliant on comparable 
tourism. Back in 2014, the then-governor of 
Krasnodar Krai, Alexander Tkachov, 
declared that, as Crimeans’ only direct 
Russian neighbors, Krasnodar needed to 
step up and help the residents of Russia’s 
“newest” region (Krasnodar-region.com, 
March 17, 2014). Today, that magnanimity 
is increasingly replaced by economic prag-
matism, as local fears rise that Crimean 
vacation resorts could become strong com-
petition for the Kuban region (of which 
Krasnodar Krai is a part).

In 2017, before the Kerch Bridge was 
complete, less than 5 million people visited 
Crimea while Kuban received 16 million 
tourists (360tv.ru, May 16). But the new 
physical connection to the Russian main-
land puts Crimea a mere 15 minutes by car 
from Kuban. The effect this will have on the 
growth of the peninsula’s annual tourism is 
highly predictable – with a likely negative 
mirror effect for holiday visitors to Kuban.

The Russian government’s response to 
these local concerns has been to argue that 
Crimea and Kuban will eventually merge 
into a unique and enormous Russian recre-
ational and tourism area (RBC, May 15). As 
such, this past April, Krasnodar’s governor, 
Veniamin Kondratiev, and the head of the 
occupation authorities of Crimea, Sergey 
Aksyonov, jointly agreed to create a “Golden 
Ring of the Bosporan Kingdom” made up of 
tourist sites and attractions on both sides of 
the Kerch Strait (Crimea.ria.ru, April 20). 

Most are convinced that such initiatives 
will have a positive effect on Kuban’s region-
al economy. Yet, some experts warn that, in 
the coming years, the number of tourists to 
Crimea could reach 10 million, while the 
numbers coming to visit Krasnodar will 
simultaneously drop, thus significantly 
harming the latter region (Krasnodarmedia.
su, May 17). Interestingly, the de facto 
authorities of the separatist occupied 
Georgian region of Abkhazia have voiced 
hopes that tourists visiting Crimea and 
nearby Sochi will come to their republic 

instead (Sputnik-abkhazia.ru, April 26).
The construction of the Kerch Bridge was 

supplemented by development work on 
Crimean logistical infrastructure – namely, 
the continuation of the road from Kerch to 
Sevastopol (the so-called “Taurida” high-
way). Such infrastructure upgrades will log-
ically also be needed on the eastern side of 
the Kerch Strait. Tellingly, within 12 hours of 
the Kerch Bridge opening, the total number 
of cars driving over it reached 14,000. With 
such high volumes, it is possible to assume 
that in the summer months (that is, the 
height of tourist season), the Krasnodar 
authorities will face enormous local traffic 
jams. In order to prevent this, Russia is plan-
ning to add several convenient road junc-
tions, but these likely will not be completed 
until the end of 2019. These roads (high-
ways A-290 and A-16), because of their stra-
tegic importance, will be under federal con-
trol (Rossiyskaya Gazeta, February 24). 

According to the head of Krasnodar Krai’s 
Temryuksky District (at the eastern end of 
the Kerch Bridge), the local area will face 
unprecedented pressure from increased 
traffic (Temruk.info). Krasnodar city, mean-
while, plans to construct a “Western Bypass” 
to logistically circumvent the regional 
administrative capital (Expert.ru, May 23). 
The road will allow travelers to directly 
reach Crimea or several Russian Black Sea 
ports – Novorossiysk, Sochi, Taman, Kavkaz 
and Gelendzik – while avoiding having to 
pass through the center of Krasnodar.

In addition to the above-mentioned eco-
nomic and transit concerns, Krasnodar Krai 
will be taking on a share of responsibility 
for the security of the Kerch Bridge and the 
associated local roads and infrastructure. 
As Gov. Kondratiev noted, this is the most 
crucial task for his region and for the Anti-
Terrorism Commission of Krasnodar Krai 
(Admkrai.krasnodar.ru, April 10).

The opening of the Kerch Bridge thus 
raises the following important consider-
ations:

• First, since 2014, international atten-
tion was fully concentrated on the bridge’s 
impacts on Crimea. Whereas, little focus 
was paid to the other side of the Kerch 
Strait. However, Krasnodar Krai and the 
wider Kuban region of the Northwest 
Caucasus are going to face huge changes in 
terms of upgrading and expanding their 
local infrastructure.

• Second, following the 2014 Sochi 
Olympic Games and the anschluss of 
Crimea, the Kremlin has been taking strong 
steps to enhance its presence in this strate-
gic and vulnerable region (see Eurasia 
Daily Monitor, February 12, May 8, 22, 31).

• Third, the bridge could trigger conten-
tious demographic processes such as the 
“Caucasianization” of Crimea via the in-
migration of North Caucasus residents of 
various ethnicities and nationalities. At the 
same time, the bridge could greatly facili-
tate the migration of Slavic Russians to the 
small peninsula. Crimea’s occupation 
administration estimates that, in 10 to 20 
years, the local population will double 
(Allcrimea.net, March 31, 2016).

• Fourth, the apparent success of com-
pleting the Kerch Bridge is likely to encour-
age the Kremlin to pursue even more ambi-
tious and expensive (and thus ripe for cor-
ruption – see EDM, November 28, 2016) 
mega-projects in other parts of the Russian 
Federation. For example, President 
Vladimir Putin has already discussed the 
opportunity to build a bridge to Sakhalin 
Island, which would be three times more 
expensive than the Kerch Bridge (Forbes.

Double-edged sword for Northwest Caucasus: 
Russia’s new bridge across the Kerch Strait
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in 2016 likely reflected “foreign policy con-
siderations,” Mr. Ishchenko argues; but 
clearly, the situation has now changed. 
Moscow moved three artillery cutters via 
the Volga-Don canal, from the Caspian to 
the Sea of Azov, and two more naval vessels 
via other internal river waterways. And it is 
obvious, the military commentator says, 
that there are no plans to send these ships 

back to the Caspian Sea anytime soon. The 
Caspian Flotilla is already well-supplied 
with newer and more advanced naval ves-
sels, Mr. Ishchenko asserts.

Some Moscow- and Kyiv-based analysts 
have suggested that this is simply a 
response to tensions with Ukraine over the 
seizure of the Russian fishing boat Nord 
earlier this spring and concerns that 
Ukrainian special forces might try to blow 
up the new Kerch Bridge, Mr. Ishchenko 
says. But the ships that have just been 
introduced into the Sea of Azov are not 
practical for either task. They are, however, 
perfect for launching an attack on coastal 
facilities or for supporting a land-based 
attack on them.

FSB units, which possess their own ships, 
have the situation with regard to Ukrainian 
shipping vessels well in hand, Mr. Ishchenko 
says, and there is “no need” for the Russian 
naval vessels that were moved there. The 
FSB’s ships are quite capable of stopping, 
boarding or even seizing and impounding 
Ukrainian fishing vessels, as repeatedly 
demonstrated in the last month. And the 

Russian National Guard has been 
given both the responsibility and 
capacity to guard the Kerch Bridge 
(TASS, October 25, 2017; see EDM, 
February 12, 2018). In contrast to the 
five new navy ships Moscow has 
introduced into the sea, its smaller 
vessels and electronic monitoring 
devices are far better designed to pro-
tect the bridge infrastructure. The 
new Russian naval vessels could 
defend the bridge if it faced a full-scale 
naval attack, but that is one of the 
least likely threat scenarios at the 
present time.

Why then has Moscow taken this 
step at this particular time? Clearly, 

Moscow hopes this show of force will intimi-
date Ukraine and show that if Kyiv’s forces 
move further into Russian-occupied territo-
ry on land (UNIAN, April 16; UAWire, May 
11), Moscow can counter with an attack 
from the sea. 

Ukrainian officers like Vice-Admiral Igor 
Voronchenko have long warned of this pos-
sibility and called for building up Ukraine’s 
coastal defenses in response. But the ships 
that were supposed to be an integral part of 
that defense are still in Odesa, even though 
some of the lightest ones could quickly be 
moved into position on the Azov littoral – 
either by train or by large vehicle trailers, if 

Moscow shifts flotilla from Caspian to Azov Sea, giving it a new offensive capability
by Paul Goble

Eurasia Daily Monitor

In the last two weeks of May, Moscow 
quietly shifted five naval vessels from the 
Caspian Flotilla to the Sea of Azov, a move 
the Russian authorities have cast as a step 
needed to defend against a Ukrainian 
attack on occupied Crimea. But both rising 
tensions with Kyiv over shipping in the sea 
and through the Kerch Strait as well as the 
nature of the Russian ships that were rede-
ployed instead suggest that this move is 
intended to give Moscow a new offensive 
capability. At a minimum, Kyiv will need to 
expend additional resources to protect 
itself against this increased Russian naval 
presence in the Sea of Azov. But more seri-
ously, Moscow could choose to exploit 
these additional military assets to try to 
seize more Ukrainian territory, including to 
finally secure a land bridge to Crimea.

This latest Russian move not only 
extends the trend of Russian military activi-
ties around the Sea of Azov (see Eurasia 
Daily Monitor, April 12, May 8, 22) but sig-
nificantly expands them. Two aspects of 
this move make this rebasing of Russian 
ships especially ominous. On the one hand, 
the Moscow-backed “Donetsk People’s 
Republic” (DPR) two years ago had asked 
Russia to send ships to the Sea of Azov to 
supplement its own naval forces (Ostrov, 
February 29, 2016) in order to seize more 

of the Ukrainian coastline; but at that time 
it had been turned down flat. Something 
apparently changed in the Kremlin’s calcu-
lus at present. And on the other, Russia’s 
defensive needs in the area are already 
more than adequately met by local forces 
from the Federal Security Service (FSB) and 
the Russian National Guard. So it is unclear 
why these extra five navy ships are needed.

In February 2016, 
the DPR created its 
own “Azov Flotilla” 
consisting of seven 
heavily armed cutters, 
Russian commentator 
Sergey Ishchenko 
writes (Svobodnaya 
Pressa,  May 29) . 
Based at Novoyazovsk, 
Bezymennoye and 
Sedovo, these were all 
too obviously intend-
ed for “a strike at 
Mariupol from the 
sea.” DPR command-
ers at that time, he 
continues, asked Moscow to shift several 
naval vessels from the Caspian to the Sea of 
Azov but were turned down flat. Now, how-
ever, Moscow has done what it refused to 
do earlier, albeit by creating its own flotilla 
in the Sea of Azov rather than simply back-
ing up DPR forces.

Moscow’s decision not to help the DPR 

 NEWS ANALYSIS

Five naval vessels shifted by 
Moscow from the Caspian to 
the Azov Sea would be perfect 
for launching an attack on 
Ukrainian coastal facilities or 
for supporting a land-based 
attack on them.

Russia’s ‘boa constrictor’ strategy in Azov Sea:
A prelude to amphibious landings?

by Ihor Kabanenko
Eurasia Daily Monitor

Russian activity in the Sea of Azov has 
been ramping up considerably in recent 
weeks. After the official opening of the 
Kerch Strait Bridge on May 16 (see Eurasia 
Daily Monitor, June 1), Russia’s Federal 
Security Service (FSB) started carrying out 
systematic boarding and inspections of ves-
sels in the Sea of Azov traveling to and from 
the Ukrainian ports of Berdiansk and 
Mariupol. Some of these incidents (38 to 
date, as of May 17) occurred only five to 
seven miles from the Ukrainian coast and 
lasted up to eight to hours before the ves-
sels were allowed to depart on their way 
(Blackseanews.net, June 7). 

Moreover, Russian maritime security 
activities in the area have greatly length-
ened the amount of time merchant vessels 
must wait before obtaining permission to 
pass through the Kerch Strait on their way 
to Mariupol and Berdiansk – this downtime 
can often last a day or more. In early June, 
the ship Selekta, which was traveling to 
Mariupol, had to wait 38 hours for permis-
sion to pass through the strait (de facto 
controlled from both sides by Russia since 
the 2014 illegal annexation of Ukraine’s 
Crimean peninsula). This vessel was then 
stopped again in the Sea of Azov by an FSB 
boat, boarded, and subjected to an inspec-
tion that lasted an additional three hours. 
Such delays and inspections only appear to 
impact vessels entering or leaving 
Ukrainian ports on the Sea of   Azov 
(Dzerkalo Tyzhnya, June 9).

Russian naval forces as well as maritime 
assets of the FSB coast guard operating in 
the Sea of   Azov have increased many-fold 
since earlier this year, and they continue to 
grow (Glavnoe.ua, June 6). Additions to the 

region have notably included artillery boats 
and small missile ships redeployed from 
the Caspian Flotilla (Hromadske Radio, 
June 5; see EDM, May 31, above). Indeed, 
the appearance in the Sea of Azov of two 
small missile ships armed with Kalibr long-
range cruise missiles has tellingly boosted 
Moscow’s ability to rain high-precision 
strikes on the entire depth of the territory 
of Ukraine from two offshore operational 
zones simultaneously – on either side of 
the Kerch Strait (Topwar.ru, June 6). 

Moreover, the Russian Black Sea Fleet 
has dramatically augmented the number of 
its joint amphibious drills (TASS, March 21, 
2017; Kafanews, March 20, 2017), including 
massive exercises involving aviation and air 
defense forces (Interfax, June 5, 2018).

Also notable has been the growth of 
Russian oceanographic fleet assets, with 
capabilities to conduct “hybrid” (“new 
type”) naval operations (see EDM, January 
23). These ostensibly civilian Russian ves-
sels are manned, at least in part, by what 
might be termed “little blue sailors” – indi-
viduals who are not exactly uniformed per-
sonnel (Usni.org, December 2016). In addi-
tion to installing various oceanographic 
equipment in the area, including near 
underwater communications cables, their 
activities have been significant for the 
growing use of unmanned underwater 
vehicles (UUV) (Vesti, July 13, 2012; 
Sudostroenie, March 22, 2018; Azniirkh.ru, 
Ssc-ras.ru, accessed June 11, 2018). 
Currently these vessels are involved in 
complex oceanographic expeditions in the 
Sea of Azov (Azniirkh, accessed June 11).

Furthermore, Russian hybrid maritime 
activity in the Sea of Azov appears to involve 
the use of electronic warfare (EW). Andrii 

(Continued on page 16)

Activists: Shortcoming found 
in anti-corruption court bill

(Continued on page 4)

by Mark Raczkiewycz

KYIV – A last-minute change to a bill 
for creating a separate court to prosecute 
corrupt officials will temporarily bypass 
the judiciary body during appeals in 
cases that a newly formed graft-fighting 
investigative bureau sends to courts. 

Forming the High Anti-Corruption 
Court is a precondition to further unlock-

ing a vital $17.5 assistance package from 
the International Monetary Fund. High-
level Ukrainian officials said it is compli-
ant with the Washington-based lender’s 
demands and that $2 billion in renewed 
funding would be available by autumn 
after the bill was passed on June 7.

However, anti-corruption watchdog 

President Petro Poroshenko signs a bill that paves the way for creating a separate 
court to prosecute corrupt public officials at the Ukrainian Leadership Academy 

in Kyiv on June 11.

Presidential Administration of Ukraine

(Continued on page 13)
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SOUTH BOUND BROOK, N.J. – A memorial service 
(panakhyda) at the Holy Resurrection Mausoleum Crypt 
of St. Andrew Memorial Church on the grounds of the 
Metropolia Center of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church 
of the U.S.A. in South Bound Brook, N.J., was offered 
on Saturday, June 2, to mark the 25th anniversary of 

the repose of Patriarch Mstyslav (1898-1993). On left, 
hierarchs of the UOC-U.S.A., Metropolitan Antony and 
Archbishop Daniel, are seen with the faithful, among 
them many children, who came to pray and remember 
the spiritual father of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church in 
the U.S.A., Diaspora and Ukraine. In the crypts’ exhibit 

rooms, the Ukrainian History and Education Center pre-
sented a display of vestments, documents and historic 
photos. A luncheon and memorial presentation followed 
at the Pokrova Ukrainian Orthodox Social Hall. On right, 
Metropolitan Antony speaks at the memorial luncheon.

Source: UOC-U.S.A.

UOC-U.S.A. marks 25th anniversary of the passing of Patriarch Mstyslav

PARSIPPANY, N.J. – The New York State Assembly on 
May 16 passed a resolution proclaiming November as a 
month marking the 85th anniversary of the Ukrainian 
Famine-Genocide. 

The resolution (K01196) notes that “The Ukrainian 
Famine-Genocide of 1932-1933, known as Holodomor, 
was a man-made famine that caused the deaths of at least 
5 million innocent men, women and children in Ukraine, 
resulting in the annihilation of an estimated 25 percent of 
the rural population of that country, at the time one of the 
most productive agricultural areas of the Soviet Union.

Via this resolution, sponsored by Assemblyman John T. 
McDonald III, the State Assembly resolved: 

“That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to 

commemorate the 85th anniversary of the Ukrainian 
Famine-Genocide of 1932-1933, known as Holodomor, 
and to solemnly remember and honor its millions of vic-
tims”;

“That this Legislative Body pause further to encourage 
individuals, educators, businesses, groups, organizations and 
public institutions to observe Holodomor Remembrance 
Month with appropriate activities designed to honor the vic-
tims and educate New Yorkers about this tragedy”; and

“That a copy of this resolution, suitably engrossed, be 
transmitted to the Capital District Holodomor, Ukrainian 
Genocide Commemoration Committee.”

Earlier, on May 1, the New York State Senate had passed 
a similar legislative resolution. 

PARSIPPANY, N.J. – Missouri and Kansas are the latest 
U.S. states that have issued proclamations recognizing the 
Holodomor as a genocide committed against the people of 
Ukraine.

On May 7, Jeff Colyer, M.D., governor of Kansas, pro-
claimed 2018 as “Ukrainian Genocide Remembrance Year” 
and urged “all citizens to highly value and protect human 
rights, and join in the commemoration of this tragic epi-
sode in the world’s history.”

Gov. Colyer’s proclamation noted that the “Holodomor 
was the man-made famine in Ukraine imposed by the 
community regime of Joseph Stalin in 1932-1933 in his 
attempt to snuff out the resistance of Ukrainians who 
opposed community rule and collectivization of privately 
owned farms and was a deliberate act of genocide on the 

Ukrainian nation.”
On April 3, Gov. Eric R. Greitens of Missouri issued a 

proclamation declaring this year “Ukrainian Genocide 
Remembrance Year.” He noted that “85 years ago, Soviet 
leader Joseph Stalin and his totalitarian regime committed 
an act of genocide through the implementation of an engi-
neered famine and by confiscating land, grain and animals 
from the Ukrainian people, resulting in deaths of up to 10 
million innocent men, women and children.”

The document also asserted: “Under the global theme 
‘Ukraine Remembers, the World Acknowledges,’ it is nec-
essary that the Ukrainian Genocide, Holodomor, of 1932-
1933, be officially recognized by the global community as a 
tragic and heinous crime against humanity in order to pre-
vent similar tragedies from occurring in the future.”

New York State Assembly passes Holodomor resolution

Missouri and Kansas recognize Holodomor

Antac said on June 13 that it spotted a deficiency in the bill 
once it was made public after its signing. In particular, it 
contains a clause that “circumvents” the anti-corruption 
court in appealed cases that the National Anti-Corruption 
Bureau of Ukraine (NABU) sends to courts before the judi-
ciary body is formed, Vitaliy Shabunin, head of Antac’s 
board, said in a statement. 

Yaroslav Yurchyshyn, head of the local chapter of the 
Berlin-based Transparency International graft watchdog, 
separately said that the “mistake should be urgently cor-
rected” legislatively with amendments. 

The IMF had stipulated that Western corruption experts 

be part of the 12-panel commission that will select judges to 
the court, which appears to have been met. As of June 13, 
the IMF had not commented on the bill. 

The international lender has indicated that it needs 
time to analyze the law to determine its compliance with 
the existing financial assistance package. 

Additionally, a separate law needs to be passed for the 
actual creation of the graft-fighting court, and a second 
one to bring the law into line with the law “On the Judicial 
System and Status of Judges.”

At present, 50 of the 138 corruption cases that NABU 
and the Specialized Anti-Corruption Prosecutor’s Office 
submitted to Ukrainian courts aren’t being considered, 
Verkhovna Rada Chairman Andriy Parubiy said on 
Ukrainian television on June 7. Some haven’t been exam-
ined for six months, he added.

(Continued from page 3)

Activists...

UCCA calls on U.S. leaders  
to demand immediate release 

of Oleh Sentsov
UCCA

NEW YORK – The Ukrainian Congress 
Committee of America (UCCA), the largest grass-
roots representation of Americans of Ukrainian 
descent, has sent an urgent letter of appeal to 
President Donald Trump and Congressional lead-
ers. The letter implores the United States to “take 
the lead in promoting international norms” and 
demand the immediate release of Ukrainian activ-
ist Oleh Sentsov and the over 60 other political 
prisoners currently imprisoned by Russia.

Millions of Ukrainians around the world have 
united to give voice to those facing brutal repres-
sion in the areas of Ukraine currently illegally occu-
pied by Russian forces – an occupation that has not 
only manifested itself in imprisonment, but in the 
all too common “disappearance” of those deemed 
to be troublemakers, the UCCA noted..

Russia currently imprisons over 60 Ukrainians 
abducted illegally from their homeland, including 
the award-winning filmmaker Mr. Sentsov. A native 
of Crimea, he is serving a 20-year prison sentence 
at a strict penal colony in the Siberian region of 
Yakutia following a 2015 show trial reminiscent of 
the Stalin-era. 

Soon after Russia illegally annexed the Crimean 
peninsula, Russia has illegally imprisoned dozens 
of Ukrainian citizens in occupied areas of Ukraine 
and Russia, including Oleksander Kolchenko, 
Stanislav Klikh, Oleksiy Chyrnyi, Roman 
Sushchenko and many others.

As stated in UCCA’s letter to the president, 
House of Representatives Paul Speaker Ryan, and 
congressional leaders Mitch McConnell, Chuck 
Schumer and Nancy Pelosi, Mr. Sentsov has 
declared a courageous hunger strike to protest 
Russia’s violations of internationally recognized 
human rights. In a letter provided to his to his law-
yer, Mr. Sentsov stated that “the only condition for 
ending [the hunger strike] is the release of all 
Ukrainian political prisoners held by Russia.” 

The UCCA called for the United States to support 
these imprisoned Ukrainians by utilizing the 
Magnitsky Act and CAATSA (Countering America’s 
Adversaries Through Sanctions Act), as passed by 
Congress in December 2012 and July 2017, respec-
tively, and to implement additional sanctions 
against Russian officials.
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Today (June 14), as we write this editorial on our deadline day, the 2018 FIFA 
World Cup gets under way in Russia with 31 teams competing. It’s an international 
championship that never should have been awarded to the Russian Federation to 
host. Unfortunately, calls for boycotting the World Cup have largely been ignored, 
although some countries did announce a diplomatic boycott. (According to 
Euromaidan Press, those countries are: Australia, Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Japan, 
Poland, Sweden, Ukraine and the United Kingdom.)

Also in Russia, in the far-northern Yamalo-Nenets Autonomous Region, Ukrainian 
political prisoner Oleh Sentsov is now on the 32nd day of his hunger strike to 
demand the release of all Ukrainian political prisoners held by Russia. Mr. Sentsov is 
serving a 20-year sentence on fabricated charges of terrorism because of his support 
for the Euro-Maidan and his opposition to Russia’s annexation of Crimea. He has 
pledged that he will continue his hunger strike, which he timed to coincide with the 
World Cup, “to the end.”

As Halya Coynash wrote on Facebook: “There are countless reasons why the 2018 
World Cup should not provide its host country, Russia, with an image success, but 
one – the need to save Oleh Sentsov’s life – is urgent. We can all help make it hurt 
Russia if the Kremlin doesn’t release Sentsov, and 70 other Ukrainian political pris-
oners held in Russia and occupied Crimea.”

Here in the United States, Reps. Marcy Kaptur (D-Ohio) and Ileana Ros-Lehtinen 
(R-Fla.) on June 6 introduced a resolution “condemning Russian transgressions 
against international law and FIFA values during the 2018 World Cup in Russia.” 
Their bipartisan congressional resolution cites Russia’s “deeply troubling human 
rights record”; its moves “to dominate its neighbors, such as Ukraine, Georgia and 
Moldova” and to “undermine the rules-based international order through military 
action”; its “aggression and the continued illegal occupation of regions of Ukraine 
[that] has caused more than 10,000 deaths, displaced 1.6 million Ukrainians, and 
marginalized the native Tatar population of Crimea”; and more. The resolution calls 
on FIFA to, among other things, “condemn Russia’s transgressions against interna-
tional law and FIFA values” and “provide a public, detailed explanation of why FIFA 
continues to plan to hold the World Cup in Russia given its continued status as an 
internationally sanctioned country due to its ongoing aggression against Ukraine, 
including its illegal occupation of Crimea.”

In Brussels, on the day of the World Cup’s opening, the European Parliament 
overwhelmingly passed a resolution calling on Russia to “immediately and uncondi-
tionally” release Mr. Sentsov and all other “illegally detained Ukrainian citizens.” 
Some political groups in the legislative body had wanted to include a call for a 
European Union diplomatic boycott of the tournament, but “compromise” wording 
was adopted. Instead, the resolution “calls on the EU to make a statement to con-
demn human rights violations in Russia and the attempt to hide them under the 
cover of the FIFA World Cup.” Too little, too late...

Meanwhile, the World Cup will go on and Russia will revel in the experience, 
political prisoners will continue to suffer and more people will die as a result of 
Russia’s aggression. How incongruous. 

The Ukrainian Weekly

Twenty-five years ago, on June 23, 1993, the U.S. State 
Department spokesman, Mike McCurry, praised Ukraine for inter-
cepting a shipment of rocket fuel ingredients bound from Russia 
to Libya. “The United States welcomes the Ukrainian action. 
Seizing the cargo of ammonium perchlorate demonstrates a 
responsible approach to proliferation by the Ukrainian govern-

ment,” Mr. McCurry said in a statement.
The 80-metric-ton shipment, destined for Libya and intended for use in the Libyan mis-

sile program, was first reported by The New York Times. The report named a Moscow-
based company called Pavoks as the supplier.

Reuters said the State Department spokesman stressed that U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher had highlighted efforts to halt the proliferation of missiles and weap-
ons of mass destruction as “the arms control issues of the 1990s.” Mr. McCurry added, “I 
think it’s fair to say we are all over the Russians on this issue and related issues.”

Ammonium perchlorate is used in the manufacture of solid rocket fuel and its sale was 
restricted under provisions of the Missile Technology Control Regime, a multilateral 
agreement to which the U.S. and other states were party in an effort to prevent the sale of 
missile technology to destabilizing countries. The U.S., Russia and Ukraine are among the 
35 countries that are partners in the MTCR agreement.

“The United States requests assistance of all concerned governments to ensure that this 
shipment does not reach its destination, Libya. And, in that connection we urge the gov-
ernment of Russia to accept the return of this shipment from Ukraine,” added Mr. McCurry.

Russia had been attempting to sell rocket engines to India, at a time when the U.S. was 
pressuring Russia to abandon the sale as a violation of international agreements. The 
Clinton administration expressed particular concern over Moscow’s decision to sell tech-
nology as well as the rockets themselves.

A scheduled U.S. meeting between Russian Prime Minister Viktor Chernomyrdin and 
U.S. Vice-President Al Gore was postponed following public disagreements over the sale of 
Russian rocket technology to India and over the dismantling of nuclear weapons. The 
meeting was also scheduled to discuss U-S.-Russian cooperation on energy, science and 
technology. Russia had decided to postpone the visit rather than drop the contentious 
issues from the agenda.

Today, Russia continues to draw international criticism for its distribution of weapons 
and technology to areas of strategic interest for the Kremlin, including Crimea and eastern 
Ukraine, as well as Syria, among others. 

Source: “Ukraine intercepts Russian shipment bound for Libya,” The Ukrainian Weekly, 
July 4, 1993.

June
23
1993

Turning the pages back...

by Askold S. Lozynskyj

In April 2008 the NATO summit in 
Bucharest made the following declaration 
on Ukraine’s and Georgia’s NATO aspira-
tions: 

“NATO welcomes Ukraine’s and 
Georgia’s Euro-Atlantic aspirations for 
membership in NATO. We agreed today 
that these countries will become members 
of NATO. Both nations have made valuable 
contributions to Alliance operations. We 
welcome the democratic reforms in 
Ukraine and Georgia, and look forward to 
free and fair parliamentary elections in 
Georgia in May. MAP is the next step for 
Ukraine and Georgia on their direct way to 
membership. Today we make clear that we 
support these countries’ applications for 
MAP. Therefore, we will now begin a period 
of intensive engagement with both at a high 
political level to address the questions still 
outstanding pertaining to their MAP appli-
cations. We have asked foreign ministers to 
make a first assessment of progress at their 
December 2008 meeting. Foreign ministers 
have the authority to decide on the MAP 
applications of Ukraine and Georgia.”

This language was somewhat disingenu-
ous, since the United States of America 
under President George W. Bush was push-
ing genuinely for Ukraine’s NATO 
Membership Action Plan (MAP), while 
Germany and France did all they could to 
undermine that push – ostensibly con-
cerned with Russian reaction that a MAP for 
Ukraine and Georgia would infuriate the 
Russians. Assuming good faith and simply 
bad judgment, apparently there was a belief 
in the minds of Germany and France that 
Russia would be appeased from aggression 
if Ukrainian NATO membership were put on 
hold. They could not have been more wrong.

Only a few months thereafter, Russia 
invaded Georgia. Then, six years later, 

Russia invaded Ukraine; through a bogus 
referendum annexed a part of sovereign 
Ukrainian territory; then invaded another 
part of Ukraine; in due course murdered 
hundreds of Dutch and Australian civilians 
on board Malaysia Airlines Flight 17, 
denied blame and accused Ukraine; pro-
ceeded to kill well over 10,000 Ukrainian 
military and civilians; forced the displace-
ment of millions of Ukrainians; in yet 
another part of the world enabled its lack-
ey, the murderous President Bashar al-
Assad of Syria, to use chemical weapons on 
his own people not once but twice; inter-
fered with the democratic electoral process 
in the United States and attempted similar-
ly to effect elections in France and 
Germany; and attempted murders through 
chemical and other weapons on foreign 
sovereign territory. 

This is a limited version of a long and 
disturbing chronology of Russian aggres-
sion, disregard for human life and the sov-
ereignty of other nations flouting interna-
tional agreements and civilized behavior. 

Ukraine, on the other hand, suffered a 
severe setback even before physical fight-
ing with Russia ensued in 2014, with the 
takeover of power in Ukraine by a Russian 
proxy in 2010. His policies eroded 
Ukrainian democracy and sovereignty with 
fraudulent elections, a new agreement 
extended the Russian military presence on 
sovereign Ukrainian territory for 25 years 
and precluded Ukraine’s quest for 
European integration. But the Ukrainian 
people managed to win that hybrid battle 
through a revolution manifesting their 
nation’s dignity. Thereafter, even in the 
midst of what is now a military confronta-
tion with Russia, Ukraine has conducted 
democratic elections; managed to shore up 
its military from a tattered insignificant 

The statement below was released by the 
Ukrainian Congress Committee of American 
on June 8.

The Ukrainian Congress Committee of 
America (UCCA), the representative organi-
zation for over 1.5 million Americans of 
Ukrainian descent, strongly denounces the 
suggestion made today by President Donald 
Trump, in which he called for Russia to be 
reinstated into the group of the world’s larg-
est advanced economies: the G-7.

Although Russia had been previously 
included in the so-called G-8 summits since 
1997, the G-7 rightly canceled a planned 
June 2014 summit in the Russian city of 
Sochi, following the first forced annexation 
Europe had seen since the second world 
war. In canceling the planned summit, the 
G-7 countries issued the Hague Declaration, 
which sternly rebuked Russia’s actions in 
Ukraine: 

“International law prohibits the acquisi-
tion of part or all of another state’s territo-
ry through coercion or force. To do so vio-
lates the principles upon which the interna-
tional system is built. We condemn the ille-
gal referendum held in Crimea in violation 
of Ukraine’s Constitution. We also strongly 
condemn Russia’s illegal attempt to annex 

Crimea in contravention of international 
law and specific international obligations. 
We do not recognize either… Today, we 
reaffirm that Russia’s actions will have sig-
nificant consequences. This clear violation 
of international law is a serious challenge 
to the rule of law around the world and 
should be a concern for all nations.” 

Russia not only blatantly violated the 
U.N. Charter with its invasion of Ukrainian 
sovereign territory – and continues in daily 
violation by its ongoing military occupation 
– but also violated the Helsinki Final Act, 
the 1994 Budapest Memorandum, and at 
least two bilateral agreements between 
Russia and Ukraine.

UCCA calls for unity of the G-7 nations in 
upholding the international norms of the 
post-World War II security order. Only 
through continued international pressure 
will the Russian Federation be persuaded 
to cease violating international law, and 
remove itself from all internationally recog-
nized Ukrainian territory.

Until the Russian Federation ceases its 
actions in Ukraine, which contravene the 
principles and values on which the G-7 
operate, Russia must remain suspended 
from membership into the group of the 
world’s largest advanced economies.

Ten years from Bucharest to Brussels

Russia does not belong 
at the G-7 summit, says UCCA

The tainted World Cup

 COMMENTARY

 FOR THE RECORD

(Continued on page 8)
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 A REMEMBRANCE

Ukrainian Orthodox autocephaly may 
soon be a reality.  According to 
Archimandrite Cyril Hovorun, the tomos 
(decree) by the Ecumenical Patriarchate has 
already been drafted (Relihiina Pravda, May 
26). The consequences would be profound.

Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko 
called on Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew 
to grant autocephaly to the Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church last April 17. The heads of 
the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the Kyivan 
Patriarchate (UOC-KP) and the Ukrainian 
Autocephalous Orthodox Church (UAOC) 
joined in the request. Naturally, the 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the Moscow 
Patriarchate (UOC-MP) opposed it. On 
April 19, Ukraine’s Parliament voted to 
support the president’s initiative.

An autocephalous Orthodox church is 
“self-headed.” That is, its chief hierarch 
does not report to any higher earthly 
authority – although he recognizes the 
spiritual authority of the ecumenical patri-
arch of Constantinople. The autocephalous 
Church itself, and not some outside body, 
elects its head. He may be a patriarch, a 
metropolitan, or an archbishop.

It is customary in the Orthodox world 
for a nation-state to have its own autoceph-
alous Church. This follows the principle 
that ecclesiastical order follows civic and 
political order (Council of Chalcedon (451), 
canon 17; Council in Trullo or Quinisext 
(692), canon 38). Thus, for example, after 
the Serbs freed themselves from Ottoman 
rule in the 19th century, Constantinople 
recognized their Church’s autocephaly in 
1879. Hence, a Ukrainian state should have 
an autocephalous Orthodox Church.

Historically, it is the ecumenical patri-
arch who grants autocephaly. It was thus 
that the Bulgarian Church first gained auto-
cephaly in the 10th century, and the 
Serbian Church in the 13th. But some 
Churches have simply declared themselves 
autocephalous, or begun to act as such. In 
those cases, autocephaly might be officially 
recognized later. Thus, the Muscovite 
Church became de facto autocephalous in 
1448, but was not recognized as such until 
1589. The Georgian Church declared its 
autocephaly in 1917, but it was only in 
1990 that Constantinople recognized it.

Because autocephaly is a matter of both 
Church and state (the sharp separation 
between the two is basically a Western con-
cept), the initiative sometimes comes from 
the secular power. In the modern era, this 
could be the government of a nation-state 
newly liberated from an empire. Thus 
Romania, formed in 1859 from formerly 
Ottoman-ruled Moldavia and Wallachia, 
passed a law on autocephaly in 1872. The 
Directory of the Ukrainian National Republic 
issued a law on autocephaly in January 1919. 
Georgian ex-seminarian Joseph Stalin direct-
ed the Russian Orthodox Church to grant the 
Georgian Church independence in 1943.

Sometimes, a Church attempts to grant 
autocephaly to one of its constituent parts. 
Thus, in 1970 the Moscow Patriarchate of 
the Russian Orthodox Church purported to 
grant autocephaly to its North American 
Metropolia, known (a bit deceptively) as 
the Russian Orthodox Greek Catholic 
Church of America. 

Autocephaly can also be overturned. In 
July 1811 the Russian government, having 
annexed Georgia a decade earlier, cancelled 
the autocephaly of its Orthodox Church, 
which dated back at least to 1010, and eth-
nic Russians headed it for a century after 

1817 (as was the case with the Kyivan 
Metropolitanate for over 150 years). 

Does the Moscow Patriarchate have the 
sole right, as it claims, to grant autocephaly to 
the Ukrainian Orthodox Church? It bases its 
claim on the fact that in 1685 the Patriarchate 
of Constantinople transferred the Kyivan 
Metropolitanate to the jurisdiction of 
Moscow. The validity of this transfer, however, 
has been challenged. Moreover, when in 1924 
the ecumenical patriarch issued a tomos of 
autocephaly to the Orthodox Church in 
Poland, which then included the Ukrainians 
of western Volhynia, it declared the 1685 
transfer uncanonical. Besides, the Kyivan 
Church is older than the Muscovite Church. 
For a “daughter Church” to grant autocephaly 
to her “mother” would be anomalous. 

Assuming, then, that it is the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate that is entitled to grant auto-
cephaly, which Ukrainian Church should 
receive it? Since the UOC-KP and the UAOC 
both supported the president’s appeal, it is 
they who would become autocephalous. It 
stands to reason that they should unite first. 
But Archimandrite Cyril disagrees. (“Why 
Ukraine Needs a Free and Recognized 
Orthodox Church,” Euromaidan Press, May 
18). In his view, autocephaly should result 
not in a single Church, but a “pluralistic 
Orthodoxy,” with various Orthodox Churches 
in communion with each other.

But is it a matter of granting autocepha-
ly, or merely recognizing it? The UOC-KP 
and the UAOC are already acting as de facto 
autocephalous Churches, and the latter has 
“autocephalous” in its name. It would thus 
seem more correct to speak of recognition. 
And since these Churches are not regarded 
as “canonical” in the Orthodox world, it 
might be better to first recognize their 
legitimacy, and then their autocephaly.

Can the ecumenical patriarch do this by 
himself? His synod would have to agree. 
Some opponents, like the Moscow 
Patriarchate, claim that a new autocephaly 
requires the consent of all the world’s 
Orthodox Churches, since it changes the 
structure of world Orthodoxy. 

Moscow has reason to be concerned about 
Ukrainian autocephaly. It is conservatively 
estimated that this would deprive it of 
between 30 and 40 percent of its religious 
network. The effect on world Orthodoxy 
would also be considerable. True, the Russian 
Church would still be the largest, with a 
claimed 100 million Orthodox believers in 
Russia and millions beyond it. But a united 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church, comprising 26 
million to 30 million faithful, would become 
number two, displacing Romania’s 18 million. 

Ukrainian autocephaly might also affect 
ecumenism, perhaps even prompting a re-
orientation of the Vatican’s Ostpolitik from 
a Russo-centric to a more multipolar view 
of Orthodoxy. And together with other 
independent Orthodox Churches, an auto-
cephalous Ukrainian Church could, as 
Patriarch Filaret has said, contribute to a 
revival of European Christianity.

Finally, if we imagine Archimandrite 
Cyril’s community of Ukrainian Orthodox 
Churches to include those “Orthodox in com-
munion with Rome” otherwise known as 
Ukrainian Greco-Catholics, with each Church 
free to seek ties with Constantinople, Rome, 
or both – the ecumenical implications are 
astounding.

After autocephaly

Andrew Sorokowski can be reached 
at andrewsorokowski@gmail.com.

by Tom Hawrylko

On Memorial Day, I wear my dad’s veter-
an’s hat. Washed out sky blue, it is trimmed 
with yellow and stitched with these words: 
“Amer. Ukr. Veterans.” 

Decades after his death, that hat and our 
shared pride in our service, our family and 
Ukrainian heritage is the legacy which links 
us. So please allow me to honor Joe 
Hawrylko – and all the dads for Father’s 
Day 2018 – with a tribute to his brief time 
on our earth.

Joe was 30 when he enlisted for World 
War II. While still in boot camp in Fort Dix, 
N.J., Joe’s sister Olga insisted he meet a 
young Hungarian girl with whom Olga 
worked in the Perth Amboy garment facto-
ries, Julia Karockay.

A few dates and things got serious. They 
corresponded during the war, but Julia, 
always practical, would not accept Joe’s 
proposal until he returned home in one 
piece. 

In Europe, Joe saw war close up and, 
while there are no official citations of his 
service, he is mentioned in one book as one 
of the “best combat soldiers in D company” 
who was recruited for some specific tough 
work. 

It was my son Joseph, who was named 
for his grandfather, who found that item in 
the book “Omaha Beach and Beyond” while 
doing research on our family name.

Following a rather long courtship, Julia 
and Joe married on May 27, 1947, in our 
Ukrainian Assumption Church. In 1961, 
they used the G. I. Bill and purchased their 
first home at 360 Ashley St. in the Budapest 
section of Perth Amboy. 

Like many men from the church, Joe 
worked in the refineries, mixing and load-
ing fuels, tying up ships. He and Julie were 
living the American Dream, owning a 
home, paying for my Catholic schooling and 
saving for my older sister, brother and me 
to go to college. 

But things changed for Joe and Julie in 
1969 when he was forced to retire from 
Hess Oil, due to what one doctor called 
shell shock from his war years. When Joe 
first got sick, Julia went from stay-at-home 
mom to managing Mickey’s Donuts in the 
Two Guys store. 

For six years, Joe slowly faded from 
Alzheimer’s disease until his demise at age 
63. By then, in 1976, I was in the Navy, sta-
tioned in California, and made it home on 
the third day of his wake to see him buried. 

In his final years, dad lost his ability to 
speak. So I’d like to imagine what his last 
words would have been to his three chil-
dren: “Make mom and me proud, go have 
children, live well and carry on our names.” 

And I think that’s what we all did. 

Tom Hawrylko is editor and publisher of 
Clifton Merchant Magazine of Clifton, N.J.

On Father’s Day

Joe and Julia Hawrylko.

Tom Hawrylko (center) in his dad’s veterans’ hat, with his sons, Tom, Jr. (left) and Joe, 
in Clifton, N.J., in 2007.
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number to more than a quarter million 
today – one of the largest of a democratic 
state and the largest in Europe; and even 
began its battle with endemic and often for-
eign-imported corruption. 

If the Bucharest declaration of 2008 was 
a legitimate test for Ukraine and not merely 
rhetorical, Ukraine over the last 10 years 
has passed that test with very high grades. 
If Germany’s and France’s reluctance in 
Bucharest was a test for Russian appease-

ment, Russia has failed that test miserably. 
In fact, Russia has been fully exposed as the 
incorrigible enemy and pariah of a civilized 
world, to be contained only through deter-
rence.

NATO’s next summit is in July in Brussels. 
There should be no question about 
Ukraine’s military preparedness for NATO. 
Nor should there be any question about 
Russia’s aims irrespective of whether 
Ukraine is in NATO or not. The German and 
French reluctance of 10 years ago has man-
aged only to whet the Russian appetite for 
aggressive adventure. That’s what appease-
ment does. In fact, Ukraine’s path to mem-

bership in NATO is a deterrent to Russian 
aggression. Deterrence is the only viable 
course. The sooner that NATO member 
countries – and in particular the reluctant 
ones – recognize this, the better for NATO. 
Ukraine would become arguably NATO’s 
most potent and reliable non-nuclear mem-
ber. Germany and France now have an 
opportunity to correct their Bucharest error.

Under NATO’s security umbrella, 
Ukraine and its oligarchic leadership, albeit 
democratically elected, might even address 
more seriously some of Ukraine’s other 
problems, like corruption. Being on the 
path to NATO membership requires a cer-

tain behavior which Ukraine would be 
behooved to follow. Security assurances 
such as NATO affords and military rigor as 
NATO requires will make Ukraine even 
stronger both militarily and democratically. 
That’s clearly a win not only for Ukraine’s 
citizens but for its neighbors as well. 

A democratic and strong NATO member 
on Russia’s border may be Russia’s worst 
nightmare, but it’s also the civilized world’s 
greatest, and thus far most elusive, dream. 

The writer is an attorney at law based in 
New York and former president of the 
Ukrainian World Congress.

(Continued from page 6)

Ten years...

which has claimed more than 10,000 lives.
“People don’t have a clear vision as to 

where they’re heading or a sense of securi-
ty in terms of the future – and feel anxiety 
about jobs and pensions – which eats up 
the ability to enjoy what they have in the 
present,” he said. 

But their hope might lie from within. 
“In certain respects, some Ukrainians 

are too smart for their own good,” 
explained Mr. Waschuk, who added that 
Ukraine has almost full literacy – at a rate of 
99.8 percent in 2015, according to UNESCO.

(It is also worth noting that the ambas-
sador, who was previously the senior 
Canadian diplomat in Serbia, is a polyglot 
who not only speaks Canada’s official lan-
guages of English and French fluently, but 
can converse in Ukrainian, Russian, Polish, 
German and Serbian too.) 

 “Some of the education and energy 
Ukrainians have isn’t put towards straight-
ahead achievement and more into finding 
sneaky ways of gaming complicated sys-
tems,” he said. “Ukrainian laws are very 
complicated and people spend a lot of time 
getting around them.”

Ambassador Waschuk believes Ukraine 
could benefit “with an application of the 
KISS [Keep it simple, stupid] principle” and 
follow Canada’s proscriptive lawmaking.

 “In Canada, if there isn’t a law against 
something, then you can do it,” he 
explained. “Whereas Ukraine, by and large, 
takes the opposite approach where laws 
have to describe what people can do. That 
has resulted in a much higher level of com-
plexity of rules and people thinking of 
every possible permutation on how to get 
around them.” 

Corruption also remains a major prob-
lem in Ukraine – but more so at a visceral 
level rather than based on reality, according 
to Mr. Waschuk, the second Ukrainian 
Canadian to serve as ambassador following 
his  immediate predecessor,  Troy 
Lulashnyk. (Ukrainian Canadian Nestor 
Gayowsky was the first senior Canadian 
diplomat in Ukraine, serving first as consul 
general in 1990 and later as chargé 
d’affaires in 1992.)

“The actual space for corruption in 
Ukraine has shrunk, with a number of gov-
ernment services now available online so 
people can serve themselves, and the state 
oil and gas company has been significantly 
cleaned up and turns a profit instead of 
leaving a black hole in Ukraine’s budget,” 
explained Ambassador Waschuk. 

“But at the same time, and because of 
the revolution, there is an expectation that 
life would become better and more honest 
and more just quickly. So the public’s per-
ception of corruption is that it has gone up,” 
he observed.

He said that recent Ukrainian polls have 
shown that, while people feel that corrup-
tion has increased in their country over the 
past five years, their personal experiences 
involving corruption have decreased over 

the same period. 
There are also expectations on him, from 

both Ukraine and Canada.
“Ukrainians, because they regard Canada 

very highly and because we’ve taken a 
strong stance in support of Ukraine, expect 
to see and hear from us on a range of 
issues,” Ambassador Waschuk said. 
“Canadians, in turn, know that we’re spend-
ing taxpayers’ money and political atten-
tion on Ukraine, and want to see if there are 
results from what we’ve been doing.” 

Operation UNIFIER, the Canadian 
Armed Forces mission through which more 
than 7,680 soldiers have received training 
from their Canadian counterparts as of 
June 1, is the highest-profile Canadian ini-
tiative in Ukraine and one that the ambas-
sador regularly relies on to “show 
Ukrainians what we’re doing and reflect 
that back to Canadians.” 

The military mission, which began in 
2015, is scheduled to conclude next March. 

H oweve r,  C a n a d a’ s  o p p o s i t i o n 
Conservatives said if they lead the federal 
government, they would provide Ukraine 
with lethal weapons originally allocated to 
Kurdish peshmerga fighters against the 
Islamic State in northern Iraq, and claimed, 
in a May 28 news release, that nearly $7.7 
million (U.S.) in arms “have been sitting in 
warehouses in Canada and Jordan.” 

Last December, Canada added Ukraine 
to the Automatic Firearms Country Control 
List, which will enable Canadian companies 
and individuals to apply for a permit to 
export certain prohibited firearms, weap-
ons and devices to Ukraine. 

When asked whether any arms are 
headed to Ukraine, Ambassador Waschuk 
said that “there are ongoing discussions 
about using these new opportunities” 
between the Canadian private sector in the 
military-industrial space and the Ukrainian 
government.

His visit to Canada preceded the summit 
of Group of Seven (G-7) leaders in Quebec 
at which Russian aggression against 
Ukraine was discussed.

Minister Freeland, who like Ambassador 
Waschuk is of Ukrainian descent and is 
effectively his boss, has been one of the 
most vociferous critics of Russia and stron-
gest supporters of Ukraine within the G-7. 
That, in turn, has helped embolden Mr. 
Waschuk in positioning Canada as a close 
ally of Ukraine while navigating the niceties 
of diplomacy with Russia, at least in terms 
of collaborating on Arctic-related issues.

But in the words of Ottawa’s man in Kyiv, 
Canada is a “straight-talker” and so is the 
ambassador, who must balance between 
carefully choosing words and delivering a 
clear message.

“Ukraine is threatened by a big, authori-
tarian neighbor, and so in certain respects, 
it’s a kind of a canary in the coalmine for 
what is a broader issue,” said Mr. Waschuk. 
“Is this an era of the strongman, which 
Putin prefers, or an era of people power, of 
which the Maidan was a big example?”

When asked to choose, the ambassador 
believes we are in a “temporary strongman 
blip,” giving Russian President Vladimir 

Putin the edge. 
“The question for those looking at 

broad-based liberal democracy is how 
countries can be effective and organize 
friends and allies in that kind of world,” 
said Mr. Waschuk, who believes a commit-
ment to a rules-based international order 
will help achieve that.

Prime Minister Trudeau expressed the 
same sentiment in New York last 
September when he received a Global 
Citizen Award from the Washington-based 
Atlantic Council.

“This is not the time for retrenchment,” 
Mr. Trudeau said at the awards dinner. “It is 
a time for the Atlantic democracies to 
renew our commitment to universal stan-
dards of rights and liberty, enforced 
through a multilateral rules-based order 
that has promoted peace and stability and 
stood the test of time.”

Ambassador Waschuk can push that 
agenda in friendly territory where 
Ukrainians rank Canada, along with Poland 
and Lithuania, as their country’s best allies 
in public-opinion polls.

It also certainly helps to have a 
Ukrainian government eager to work with 
its Canadian counterpart, which is the case 
with President Petro Poroshenko’s admin-
istration and not so much with that of his 
predecessor, Viktor Yanukovych, who was 
ousted from office in 2014 during the 
Ukrainian Revolution of Dignity.

The pro-Russian and anti-European 
Union Yanukovych administration halted 
the progress Ukraine had made toward 
transforming its military structures to 
achieve compatibility with NATO stan-
dards, and dismantled or ignored Canadian 
programs designed to assist Ukraine’s mili-
tary and public service, said Ambassador 
Waschuk.

“Having been in Ukraine in the mid-
1990s, and now 20 years later, I can say 
that, while those projects may not have 
always delivered the exact effects we 
expected, the people they produced and the 

changes in mentality of those people mean 
that they have been active in either related 
or un-related areas in Ukraine,” he said.

For instance, the Canada-Ukraine 
Parliamentary Program, which was created 
by the Ukrainian diaspora in Canada in 
1991, has spawned high-profile success at 
the upper echelon of Ukraine’s govern-
ment. Volodymr Omelyan and Andriy 
Pyvovarsky, Ukraine’s current and former 
infrastructure ministers, are former interns 
of the program.

“That didn’t happen overnight. But over 
the course of 20 years, these people have 
moved into significant positions in 
Ukrainian life – and that means that they 
then starting looking for Canadian exam-
ples of how to change things in their areas 
of specialization,” the ambassador 
explained.

He said that another example was a 
$4 million (U.S.) project, funded by the 
Canadian government and run by the 
Canadian Bureau for International 
Education from 2008 to 2012 to help 
Ukraine reform its civil-service human 
resources management system. Oleksandr 
Sayenko, a key participant in that program, is 
now the minister of the Cabinet of Ministers, 
who heads Ukraine’s public service.

But midway through that civil-service 
reform program, Mr. Yanukovych was elect-
ed president, “and had no interest in actual-
ly implementing it,” explained Ambassador 
Waschuk. 

“So, did that program fail? In the short 
term, it didn’t do so well – but the people 
that it trained are the ones leading public-
service reform in Ukraine in 2018. You talk 
to them and you’re basically talking to peo-
ple who literally speak in the same terms 
about competency-based management as 
someone from the Public Service 
Commission in Ottawa,” he said.

“They are also eager to have Canada 
send experts who can advise them on how 
to streamline decision-making and make 
sure it’s evidence-based, instead of just 
deals made by parliamentarians that turn 
into laws that nobody knows how to imple-
ment,” Mr. Waschuk said.

The ambassador is also eager to share 
one other initiative – a project called EDGE 
(Expert Deployment for Governance and 
Economic Growth), which is administered 
by Agriteam Canada Consulting Ltd. and 
funded by Global Affairs Canada to advance 
“citizen-centered democracy” and promote 
sustainable economic growth in Ukraine.

“If a Ukrainian ministry needs a reform 
conducted, the project will hire a group of 
bright, young Ukrainians – largely trained 
in the West – and bring in Canadian experts 
for short periods of time to provide guid-
ance,” Mr. Waschuk explained. “It combines 
Canadian experience with Ukrainian youth, 
energy and smarts, and we’ve been seeing 
very good results in areas like justice, and 
trade and economic promotion.”

“It is under-the-hood stuff you don’t 
always see, but it is one of the many areas 
where Canada is making a difference,” 
Ambassador Waschuk underscored.

(Continued from page 1)

Canada’s...

Canada’s ambassador to Ukraine, 
Roman Waschuk.

Global Affairs Canada
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Biannual National Ukrainian Teachers’ Conference is held for the first time online
ULEC

EDMONTON, Alberta – On May 5, the 
biannual National Ukrainian Teachers’ 
Conference was held for the first time 
online. This new format facilitated produc-
tive discussions among teachers from 
across Canada, and from Ukraine as well.

The successful event was organized 
jointly by lead organizer Ukrainian 
Language Education Center (ULEC) of the 
Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Studies at 
the University of Alberta and the National 
Ukrainian Educational Council of the 
Ukrainian Canadian Congress. Representa-
tives of five Canadian conference hosts in 
Winnipeg, Edmonton, Montreal, Toronto, 
and Regina/Saskatoon invested a great deal 
of effort towards the organization and suc-
cessful implementation of this educators’ 
forum.

The plentiful conference program offered 
eight presentations that addressed various 
aspects of the topic “Learners at the Center 
of the Educational Process,” including those 
by Nadia Prokopchuk, Olena Kovpak and 
Olena Andrusyak (Regina/Saskatoon, 
Saskatchewan), Nataliya Nayavko and Luba 
Eshenko (Edmonton, Alberta), Nataliya 
Nayavko and Magda Tundak (Edmonton), 
Ulana Pidzamecky, Alla Nedashkivska and 
Olenka Bilash (Edmonton), Mariya Puhach 
and Viktoriya Shcherbak (Winnipeg), 

Evhenia Tatarenko (Winnipeg, Manitoba), 
Tammy Myskiw (Edmonton), Zoriana 
Magdach (Toronto), Nataliya Sovinska and 
Tatiana Sunak (Toronto). 

Conference participants examined 
urgent issues that arise for Canadian teach-
ers and educators in the classroom and in 
other  learning environments. Other impor-
tant issues included digital literacy and 
teacher preparedness for new technologies 
in their pedagogical work.

Oksana Levytskа, chair of the National 
Ukrainian Educational Council of the UCC, 
noted, “Today, every teacher is aware that 

education throughout the world needs 
transformations and innovations, which 
demand change in the organization of edu-
cation, in the role of teachers and in the 
perceptions of education in society… 
Remember, changes will occur only 
through us!”

ULEC Director Dr. Nedashkivska empha-
sized that the “online format of the confer-
ence will promote the improvement of digi-
tal literacy among teachers and the devel-
opment of methodologies for using tech-
nology in education, as well as the estab-
lishment of a community of practice for 
Ukrainian language educators.”

Part of the conference was devoted to 
coverage of a video competition “Learning 
Ukrainian – Rocks!”  to promote learning 
Ukrainian, conceived by ULEC advisor Dr. 
Bilash and carried out by the Center. The 
competition winners were announced, and 
the participants had a chance to view the 
creative submissions.

The conference also recognized educa-
tors who have made a significant long-term 
contribution to the development of 
Ukrainian education in Canada. Program 
committee chair Dr. Bilash facilitated the 
awarding of prizes from the National 
Ukrainian Educational Council and ULEC. 
The Long-term Service Award for 
Outstanding Contributions to Ukrainian and 

Language Education in Canada was award-
ed to Marusia Petryshyn (Edmonton), Roma 
Franko (Saskatoon), Luba Zaraska 
(Toronto) and Zinaida Meievs’ka (Toronto).

The conference was conceived as a 
response to teacher requests concerning 
the necessity of continuing professional 
development through regular national edu-
cational forums in order to promote lasting 
interactions, shared experiences and mas-
ter pedagogues.

The organizers feel that this online-based 
event will galvanize further productive dis-
cussions, cooperation and professional 
training for the community of educators.

Thanks went out to all members of the 
organizational and programming commit-
tees, with special thanks to Danny Maas, 
Nataliya Nayavko and Dr. Bilash for their 
behind the scenes work during the confer-
ence. Gratitude was expressed also to all 
sponsors, which continuously support the 
development of Ukrainian education in 
Canada. (The list of all supporters is avail-
able at https://www.ualberta.ca/canadian-
institute-of-ukrainian-studies/centres-and-
programs/ulec/ulec-news/2018/april/
national-ukrainian-teachers-conference.)

To support ULEC’s projects, readers may 
go to  https://www.ualberta.ca/canadian-
institute-of-ukrainian-studies/centres-and-
programs/ulec.

Teachers’ conference participants in Toronto. 

Winnipeg participants of the teachers’ conference.

ULEC

Discussions focused on having peacekeepers deployed 
to the Donbas war zone, according to Mr. Klimkin as cited 
by Interfax Ukraine. Meanwhile, Ukrainian President Petro 
Poroshenko discussed a prisoner exchange with his 
Russian counterpart, Vladimir Putin, in a telephone con-
versation two days before the Berlin meeting of foreign 
ministers. 

No breakthrough was made in either area.
Mr. Klimkin said that Ukraine, France and Germany are 

for having peacekeepers from the United Nations, whereas 
the Russian foreign minister insists on having “the fake 
special monitoring mission of the Organization for Security 
and Cooperation Europe (OSCE).”

Kyiv and Moscow also have disagreed on the sequence 
of actions that should be taken to fulfill the failed Minsk 
peace agreement. Namely, the withdrawal of heavy weap-
ons from the frontline and removal of all foreign combat-
ants, including Russians, as well as granting the two east-
ernmost regions of Donetsk and Luhansk special status 
and provision of amnesty to certain elements that took up 
arms against the Ukrainian government. 

Mr. Lavrov said that he held a private conversation with 
his Ukrainian counterpart before dinner on “exchanging 
captives and [the] need to support the OSCE mission in 
Donbas with U.N. authority,” Interfax reported. 

Mt. Klimkin said that both sides are considering holding 
a meeting between the leaders of each of the four countries 
in the “near future.”

The last such meeting took place in February 2015 and 
led to the second of two unfilled truces in the Donbas war. 

“We should determine whether it makes sense to hold a 

meeting at the highest level,” Mr. Klimkin said, according to 
Interfax. “We spoke of the significance today of such a 
meeting… we didn’t set an exact date, but agreed to work 
on this to… outline the framework and identify two to 
three issues that have exclusive political importance for the 
heads of state to resolve.”

Already in its fifth year, the Russian-instigated war has 
killed over 10,300 people and displaced at least 1.5 million 
since Moscow first invaded the Ukrainian territory of 
Crimea in late February 2014. 

As a result, Kyiv doesn’t control over 7 percent of its ter-
ritory and 409 kilometers of its shared border with Russia, 
and is defending a 447-kilometer frontline from forces the 
Kremlin commands and controls. 

May was the bloodiest month this year. Ten Ukrainian 
soldiers were killed and 91 wounded, according to U.S. 
State Department spokesperson Heather Nauert. 

“Hot war” continues

Kurt Volker, the U.S. special envoy for establishing peace 
in Ukraine, said in a June 12 tweet that “there is a hot war 
in eastern Ukraine that has created a grinding, degrading 
humanitarian crisis all caused by Russia’s intervention.”

Overnight on the same day, one Ukrainian soldier was 
killed by a Russian sniper, reported Kyiv’s Joint Forces 
Operation, which replaced the Anti-Terrorist Operation. 

Only 13 percent of the $215 million that the United 
Nations says is needed to meet humanitarian funding 
requirements in the Donbas has been fulfilled, according to 
the global organization’s May 29 report, indicating that the 
international community has forgotten about the crisis. 

Some 3.4 million people lack the basics in education, 
food security, health, protection, shelter and hygiene. 

Alarmingly, Ukraine also is gradually losing control over 
its maritime waters to Russia in the Azov Sea that is crucial 

for preventing an amphibious attack and securing vital 
commercial shipping routes from two ports. 

Russian artillery boats and small missile ships were 
redeployed from the Caspian to the Azov Sea, policy center 
Jamestown Foundation wrote in an analytical piece on June 
11. The flotilla is capable of making “high-precision strikes 
on the entire depth of the territory of Ukraine from two off-
shore operational zones simultaneously – on either side of 
the Kerch Strait.” [See news analyses on page 3.]

Merchant vessels from the Mariupol and Berdiansk 
ports have also been subjected to lengthy inspections by 
Russian forces endangering vital Ukrainian export com-
modities like grain and steel. 

“Russia’s strategy…  seems designed to take control of 
the waters all the way up to the Ukrainian coastline, thus 
putting pressure and additional costs on Ukraine-bound 
maritime shipping traffic,” the Jamestown analysis said. “In 
fact, like a boa constrictor, it aims to economically strangle 
…And the broader implications of this strategy become 
clear when lessons from the Crimea annexation are juxta-
posed against evidence of Russia’s growing regional 
amphibious potential and the apparent directions of its 
offensive training drills.”

Meanwhile, Kyiv met a deadline on June 12 to submit 
proof that Russia is financing terrorism and engaging in 
racial discrimination to the United Nations’ International 
Court of Justice (ICJ) in The Hague. 

“Today, Russia will receive from us a peculiar ‘gift’ at the 
ICJ,” Mr. Klimkin tweeted. “It weighs about 90 kilograms, 
consists of 17,500 pages of text and is contained in 29 vol-
umes.”

The case pertains to Russia’s alleged violation of the 
International Convention for the Suppression of the 
Financing of Terrorism and the U.N. Convention on the 
Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination. 

(Continued from page 1)

No breakthrough...
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remains opposed to readmitting Russia. 
European Union President Donald Tusk, 
who was also attending the summit, also 
rejected Trump’s suggestion. “Let’s leave 
the G-7 as it is... it’s a lucky number at least 
in our culture,” he said. In Italy, meanwhile, 
a spokesman for the new populist govern-
ment that has signaled a similarly concilia-
tory approach toward Moscow said Rome 
agrees with Mr. Trump’s call. In Moscow, 
Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov was 
quoted by Russian news agencies as saying 
that Russia is “focusing its attention on for-
mats other than the Group of Seven.” (Mike 
Eckel of RFE/RL, with reporting by AP)

Kasich, Kaptur against Russia’s readmission

John Kasich, the Republican governor of 
Ohio who challenged Mr. Trump in the 
2016 election and has signaled he may do 
so again in 2020, expressed his staunch 
opposition to the readmission of Russia 
into the group of the world’s leading indus-
trialized states. “Russia was kicked out of 
the G-8 because of its invasion and annexa-
tion of Crimea,” he said. Rep. Marcy Kaptur 

(D-Ohio) stated: “It is outrageous that the 
president would call for the reinstatement 
of Russia to the Group of Seven nations. 
Russia’s illegal annexation of Crimea and 
ongoing aggression in eastern Ukraine 
were the reason the group ejected Russia in 
the first place. Russia continues to illegally 
occupy regions of Ukraine and has since 
expanded efforts to disrupt democracies in 
Europe, proving Vladimir Putin’s Russia is 
no friend of the community of democra-
cies.” She added, “Instead of further isola-
tion and division, this is a time when we 
must stand shoulder-to-shoulder with our 
allies in the face of Russia’s dangerous and 
malign actions in Ukraine and beyond. I 
strongly urge the administration to put an 
end to this reckless and inexplicable talk 
that could only send a signal of validation 
to Putin’s oppressive and barbaric ways.” 
(RFE/RL, Office of Rep. Marcy Kaptur)

Kolchenko stops hunger strike 

Ukrainian activist Oleksander Kolchenko, 
who is serving 10-year prison term in 
Russia on extremism charges that he and 
his supporters consider politically motivat-
ed, has stopped his hunger strike, his law-

(Continued on page 13)
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in terms of the cost of maintaining it and is 
not capable of civic protests or other forms of 
independent political activity,” he wrote.  

Carpetbaggers take over

Anton Luchezarov says he moved to 
Crimea from Novosibirsk on his own initia-
tive. “Maybe I am the product of propagan-
da and did it unconsciously,” he quips. 
“[President Vladimir] Putin is doing a good 
job.”

Likewise, Andrei Novikov came from the 
central Russian city of Ivanovo to retire in 
Crimea, which locals say is a common phe-
nomenon. “I considered Thailand, India, 
Vietnam and others,” he says. “Then the 
right political moment appeared when 
Crimea joined Russia and the question of 
moving abroad was moot. We decided to 
move to Crimea.”

Ukraine and its 44 million people would 
almost certainly disagree with Mr. 
Novikov’s characterization of Russia’s land 
grab – launched by unmarked troops, but-
tressed by a dubious referendum under 
occupation and effectuated in March 2014, 
when Putin declared that “Crimea has 
always been an inseparable part of Russia” 
– as “Crimea joining Russia.” Weeks later, 
the United Nations overwhelmingly reject-
ed Moscow’s claim in a declaration on the 
“territorial integrity of Ukraine.”

Analyst Igar Tyshkevich of the Ukrainian 
Institute for the Future says the Russian 
government has a program aimed at reset-
tling pensioners from the Far North and 
other regions where it is expensive to 
maintain them. There are other programs 
offering incentives to teachers and health-
care workers to move to Crimea.

“I worked in medicine for 25 years,” says 
one Sevastopol woman who asks to be iden-
tified only as Antonina. “Now only arrivals 
from Russia are working in medicine. I can 
understand why they come here – the sea, 
and all. But they are pushing out the locals.”

In many cases, the influx of Russians has 
produced tensions and conflicts with the 
locals, political analyst Yevhen Horyunov 
says. “[Newcomers] get specific preferences 
regarding kindergartens and schools,” he 
tells RFE/RL. “That is, everything that Russia 
can give them to settle in is provided. 
Meanwhile, local Crimeans stand in line for 
places in kindergartens, and they sometimes 
even have to turn to the courts to get them.”

“I can’t even recognize Sevastopol,” one 

local resident who gives her name only as 
Margarita says. “The government is all 
newcomers, and they aren’t very good. 
They don’t even try to find a common lan-
guage with the locals and are always doing 
their own thing.”

“We need our own people,” she con-
cludes, “to run our own city.”

History of forced migrations

At a unique geographical crossroads, 
Crimea has seen similar demographic 
manipulations many times in the past. In 
his interview with Ukrinform, Crimean 
Tatar leader Mr. Dzhemilev compared the 
current situation with what happened after 
Catherine the Great conquered the region 
in the 18th century.

“They simply created impossible living 
conditions for people in order to force 
them to migrate,” he says. “As a result, 
Crimean Tatars very quickly became a 
minority people.”

Irina Pribytkova, a sociologist with the 
Ukrainian Academy of Sciences, notes that 
after Soviet dictator Joseph Stalin forcibly 
deported the Crimean Tatars and other eth-
nic groups from the peninsula in 1944, the 
Soviet government brought in ethnic Russian 
collective farmers from across Russia.

“After [the collapse of the Soviet Union], 
a large number of Crimean Tatars, 
Armenians, Bulgarians, Greeks and others 
took advantage of the liberal political situa-
tion to return to Crimea,” Ms. Pribytkova 
says. “Now something similar is being 
played out, only this time with Russians.”

“Since 2014, I think, it is possible to talk 
about the intentional replacement of the 
population,” she adds.

“A demographic process is under way,” 
Ms. Pribytkova says, “and it needs to be 
included in the constant monitoring that 
Ukraine carries out in order to understand 
the results of these changes. Crimean Tatars 
will be constantly provoked so that they 
leave Crimea or accept Russian citizenship. 
The disobedient will be imprisoned with 
the goal of intimidating the others.”

Written by Robert Coalson on the basis of 
reporting by Rostyslav Khotin and Rustem 
Khalilov of the Crimea Desk of RFE/RL’s 
Ukrainian Service.

Copyright 2018, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/russia-accused-of-
reshaping-annexed-crimea-demographics-
ukraine/29262130.html).

(Continued from page 1)

Shifting loyalty...

Kaptur, Ros-Lehtinen introduce resolution 
condemning Russia during World Cup 

WASHINGTON – Reps. Marcy Kaptur 
(D-Ohio) and Ileana Ros-Lehtinen 
(R-Fla.), the longest-serving Democratic 
and Republican women in the House of 
Representatives, on June 6 introduced a 
bipartisan resolution condemning 
Russian transgressions against interna-
tional law and FIFA values during the 
2018 World Cup in Russia. This includes 
Russia’s history of violent and illegal 
action, like the invasion of Ukraine, as 
well as its well-documented human 
rights violations and the jailing of activ-
ists and journalists. 

“As the world turns its eyes toward 
the World Cup in Russia, with billions of 
viewers across the world, our resolution 
makes it clear that Congress has not for-
gotten Russia’s continued campaign of 
disinformation and electoral meddling, 
human rights abuses and violence across 
the world,” said Congresswoman Kaptur. 
“We must stand united against forces of 
tyranny, not undermine global sanctions 
against Russia by providing them with a 
windfall of tourism, likely to only benefit 
Putin’s rich oligarch friends.”

“I’m proud to join my friend and col-
league, Marcy Kaptur, in introducing this 
resolution at a time the world will be 
focused on Russia,” said Congresswoman 
Ros-Lehtinen. “We need to ensure we 
hold the Putin regime accountable and 
urge FIFA to reform its guidelines so dic-
tators are no longer rewarded with pres-
tigious events to give their kleptocracies 

a patina of legitimacy.” 
The members were joined in support 

for the resolution by Ranking Member of 
the Foreign Affairs Committee Eliot 
Engel (D-N.Y.).

“When it comes to our shared experi-
ences through the world’s most popular 
sport, we can do better than to reward 
Russia’s dangerous and reckless behav-
ior with the honor of hosting the World 
Cup. The spirit of the game of soccer 
deserves better,” said Congressman 
Engel. “This bipartisan resolution makes 
it clear that Russia’s violent and aggres-
sive actions will not be forgotten or 
glossed over. The international commu-
nity must stand up against Putin and his 
cronies.”

The resolution goes on to urge the 
international community to continue to 
hold Russia to account, and not reward 
its malign behavior with the benefits of 
hosting the World Cup, and hold FIFA to 
a higher standard in future bidding pro-
cesses to ensure fairness and transpar-
ency.

There are 14 original co-sponsors 
supporting the resolution: Reps. Red Poe 
(R-Texas), Scott Perry (R-Pa.), Albio Sires 
(D-N.J.), Debbie Dingell (D-Mich.), Gerry 
Connolly (D-Va.), Michael Burgess 
(R-Texas), Paul Cook (R-Calif.), David 
Cicilline (D-R.I.), Luis Gutiérrez (D-Ill.), 
Brian Fitzpatrick (R-Pa.,), Andy Harris 
(R-Md.) and Michael McCaul (R-Texas). 

Source: Office of Rep. Marcy Kaptur
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yer says. Andrei Lepyokhin wrote on 
Facebook on June 7 that due to health 
issues, Mr. Kolchenko decided to stop the 
hunger strike that he started on May 31. 
Mr. Lepyokhin also posted a letter that he 
said was written by his client, in which Mr. 
Kolchenko wrote that he “overestimated” 
his abilities and “turned out to be weaker” 
than he thought. The letter said Mr. 
Kolchenko hoped that his former co-defen-
dant, Oleh Sentsov, a Ukrainian filmmaker 
who is on hunger strike in a Russian prison 
i n  f a r - n o r t h e r n  Ya m a l o - N e n e t s 
Autonomous Region, “will not be angry 
with me for giving up so quickly.” Mr. 
Lepyokhin wrote that his client had lost 
weight and now weighed 54 kilograms 
(119 pounds). Mr. Sentsov has been on 
hunger strike since May 14, demanding 
that Russia release 64 Ukrainian citizens he 
considers political prisoners. Messrs. 
Kolchenko and Sentsov were arrested in 
Crimea in 2014, after Russia seized the 
Ukrainian region. A Russian court in 2015 
convicted them of planning to commit ter-
rorist acts. Both men deny the accusations. 
Western governments and rights organiza-
tions have called for the two men to be 
released, and the Russian human rights 
group Memorial considers them political 
prisoners. On June 6, the British Foreign 
Office expressed concern over the welfare 
of Kolchenko, Sentsov and two other 
Ukrainian nationals who were conducting 
hunger strikes  in Russian custody to pro-
test Moscow’s detention of Ukrainian polit-
ical prisoners. (RFE/RL)

Presidents discuss prisoner exchange 

The Kremlin has said Russian President 
Vladimir Putin and Ukrainian leader Petro 
Poroshenko discussed a possible exchange 
of prisoners. “Special attention has been 
dedicated to humanitarian issues including 
an exchange of people being held” by the 
two sides, the Kremlin said in a statement on 
June 9 following the phone conversation by 
the two leaders. The Ukrainian president’s 
office said in a statement that the two lead-
ers spoke by phone on June 9 and Mr. 
Poroshenko specifically requested the 
release of Ukrainian citizens being held in 
Russia who are on hunger strike. Among 
those whom Mr. Poroshenko urged Moscow 
to release was Oleh Sentsov, the Ukrainian 
filmmaker who is on hunger strike in a 
Russian prison in far-northern Yamalo-
Nenets Autonomous Region. (RFE/RL, based 
on reporting by AFP, Reuters and Interfax)

Putin: Too early to talk about details 

Russian President Vladimir Putin says it 
is too early to discuss details of a possible 
exchange of prisoners with Kyiv, including 
imprisoned Ukrainian film director Oleh 
Sentsov. Speaking on June 10 at a summit 
in Qingdao, China, Mr. Putin indicated in 
responses to questions from reporters that 
back-channel talks were being held on the 
issue, which could involve the release of 
dozens of prisoners just days ahead of the 

start of the soccer World Cup in Russia this 
week. “It’s so far premature to say how this 
issue will be solved,” Mr. Putin said at a 
security summit. He added that he did not 
want to comment at this time “so as not to 
violate anything here and not to disrupt 
anything.” (RFE/RL)

Europe rebukes Trump on G-7 

European leaders are fighting back 
against U.S. President Donald Trump after 
the American leader threw a summit of the 
Group of Seven (G-7) leading industrialized 
nations into disarray by withdrawing his 
endorsement of a statement he initially had 
accepted. Late on June 9, Mr. Trump tweet-
ed that based on “false statements” by 
Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, 
who hosted the G-7 summit in Quebec, he 
had instructed U.S. representatives not to 
endorse the final communiqué, which the 
Canadian leader had said was agreed to by 
all G-7 nations. In recent weeks, trading 
partners of the United States have criticized 
new tariffs on steel and aluminum imports 
imposed by the Trump administration. The 
final G-7 communiqué expressed the need 
for trade cooperation, took a hard line on 
Russia and stressed the importance of con-
taining Iran’s nuclear program. At a news 
conference after the summit, Mr. Trudeau 
reiterated his opposition to the U.S. tariffs 
and vowed to “move forward with retalia-
tory measures” in July. “I have made it very 
clear to the president that it is not some-
thing we relish doing, but it something that 
we absolutely will do,” he said. “Canadians, 
we’re polite, we’re reasonable, but we also 
will not be pushed around.” As Mr. Trump 
flew from the summit to a planned meeting 
with North Korean leader Kim Jong-un in 
Singapore, he lashed out at Mr. Trudeau, 
saying he “acted so meek and mild during 
our G-7 meetings only to give a news con-
ference after I left saying that, ‘U.S. tariffs 
were kind of insulting’ and he ‘will not be 
pushed around.’ ” Mr. Trudeau’s office 
released a statement quoting the prime 
minister as saying that he said nothing at 
the G-7 that he hadn’t told Mr. Trump in 
person and voiced publicly before. German 
Chancellor Angela Merkel said on June 10 
that Mr. Trump’s revocation of support for 
the joint communiqué was “sobering and a 
little depressing,” adding “but that’s not the 
end” of the G-7. German Foreign Minister 
Heiko Maas made a veiled barb at the U.S. 
president, tweeting: “With one tweet, an 
unsettling amount of trust can be very 
quickly destroyed.” He added, “It is even 
more important that Europe stands togeth-
er and even more aggressively represents 
its interests.” Mr. Trump’s economic adviser, 
Larry Kudlow, told CNN that Trudeau 
“stabbed us in the back.” White House trade 
adviser Peter Navarro told Fox News” 
“There is a special place in hell for any lead-
er that engages in bad faith diplomacy with 
President Donald J. Trump and then tries to 
stab him in the back on the way out the 
door.” Canadian Foreign Minister Chrystia 
Freeland later said that Canada “does not 
conduct its diplomacy through ad homi-
nem attacks.” She added, “We don’t think 
that that is a useful or productive way to do 

business, and perhaps we refrain particu-
larly from ad hominem attacks when it 
comes to our relationship with our allies.” 
The eight-page G-7 communiqué issued 
earlier stated that “we stand ready to take 
further restrictive measures to increase 
costs on Russia” if its behavior makes it 
necessary. It also demanded that Russia 
“cease its destabilizing behavior, to under-
mine democratic systems, and its support 
of the Syrian regime.” British Prime 
Minister Theresa May also welcomed that 
the G-7 statement recognized the need to 
maintain sanctions on Russia. The state-
ment made no reference to Russia being 
invited back into the G-7, but the leaders 
did say they would continue “to engage 
with Russia on addressing regional crises 
and global challenges, where it is in our 
interests.” (RFE/RL, with reporting by AP, 
AFP, DPA, Reuters and the BBC)

U.K. urges release of political prisoners

The United Kingdom’s Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office stated on June 6: 
“Four Ukrainian nationals currently in 
Russian detention are on hunger strike in 
protest against Russia’s treatment of 
Ukrainian political prisoners. The four men 

were detained by the Russian authorities 
for expressing opposition to the illegal 
annexation of Crimea, and given lengthy jail 
sentences following trials that appeared to 
fall well short of international standards. 
These cases, including over 70 others 
against Ukrainians and Crimean Tatars, 
underline the Russian Federation’s system-
atic persecution of those who voice their 
opposition to Russia’s illegal annexation of 
Crimea.” A Foreign and Commonwealth 
Office spokesperson said: “We are deeply 
concerned about the welfare of the four 
Ukrainian nationals held by Russia, who are 
on hunger strike in protest against Russia’s 
continued detention of Ukrainian political 
prisoners. Their imprisonment, and that of 
many more Ukrainians who have been 
jailed by Russia, appears politically motivat-
ed. We call on the Russian authorities to 
release them immediately. Russia’s control 
over Crimea remains illegal and illegitimate, 
and is a flagrant violation of a number of 
Russia’s international commitments.” The 
four Ukrainian nationals who are on hunger 
strike are: Oleh Sentsov; Oleksander 
Kolchenko, Oleksander Shumkov and 
Volodymyr Balukh. (Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress Daily Briefing) 

(Continued from page 12)
NEWSBRIEFS

The Executive Committee
of the 

Ukrainian National Association 
regrets to announce to the members 
of the General Assembly, to members 

of UNA Branch 379 and to the 
UNA membership at large that 

Myron Luszczak
(October 25, 1926 – June 4, 2018)

 Secretary of UNA Branch 379 in Chicago, IL
passed away on June 4, 2018. 

Mr. Luszczak was a proud Branch Secretary for 23 years. 

The Executive Committee and the entire UNA membership 
wish to express their deepest sympathy to wife Eugenia, 
son Jerry (Patrice), son Myron (Lana), and grandchildren.

Mr. Luszczak was a very active and long-time supporter 
of the UNA. His dedication to the Ukrainian National 

Association will not be forgotten.

Вічна Йому пам’ять!

It is with deep sadness that we wish to inform you 
that on Monday, May 28, 2018, in Great Falls, VA,

GEORGE ZALUZNEY
passed away peacefully, at age 89.

He is survived by his wife of almost 60 years, Chris,
his son Joseph, daughter Tammy, daughter-in-law Michelle,

grandchildren Lucas, Nicholas, Emily, Carleigh, Matt and Madison.

Born in Ukraine in 1929, George survived World War II, and after 
coming to the United States, joined the United States Army.  

He bravely served in both Korea and Vietnam, and through his services 
followed his dream of seeing the world. After leaving the military, he 
continued to serve his country as an Intelligence Analyst. This allowed 
him to continue to explore the many interesting places and peoples of 
the world.

After so much globetrotting, George valued nothing as much as home 
and family. His family describes him as honorable, warm, a man of 
intelligence, integrity and generosity, who was always the life of the 
party.  They hope he is reunited with his beloved dog, Oliver, and that 
together they walk through eternity, maybe sharing an apple, as they 
liked to do.

such transport were available to the 
Ukrainian military.

If that is the more “innocent” explana-
tion for what Moscow is doing in the Sea of 
Azov, there is another, darker one: Russia 
may be planning a broad-scale attack to try 
to secure a land bridge between Russian-
controlled territory and Russian-occupied 
Crimea. And it may be thinking about doing 
so very soon. After all, Vladimir Putin 

invaded Ukraine and annexed Crimea in 
the wake of the 2014 Sochi Winter 
Olympics. It is entirely possible – indeed, 
some Russian analysts have suggested it 
(Sobesednik.ru, May 30)– that he will 
launch a new attack on Ukraine after the 
World Cup later this month. If so, the new 
Russian Azov flotilla likely will be a key part 
of that effort.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 3)

Moscow shifts...
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Iskra Academy presents evening of Ukrainian dance

WHIPPANY, N.J. – As has become its 
tradition, Iskra Ukrainian Dance Academy, 
which is based at the Ukrainian American 
Cultural Center of New Jersey (UACCNJ), 
presented “An Evening of Ukrainian Music 
and Dance” in honor of all mothers. The 
show on Saturday, May 13, was held at 
the UACCNJ and featured all five perform-
ing groups of Iskra Academy, comprising 
75 students age 6 to 18. Artistic Director 
Andrij Cybyk prepared his students for 
the program encompassing dances from 
regions in central and western Ukraine. 
The dance numbers were interspersed 
with music selections performed by cur-
rent and former Iskra students. Seen 
above are all the performers of the May 
12 concert. On the right, Mr. Cybyk bids 
farewell to graduating high school seniors 
(from left) Deanna Hanchuk, Victoria 
Ivanyshyn and Alexa Kolakoski.

 COMMUNITY CHRONICLE

Walter Hanchuk

Andrij Wowk

SOUTH BOUND BROOK, N.J. – With the chiming of the church bells of St. Andrew 
Ukrainian Orthodox Memorial Church, this year’s observance of Memorial Day at the 
spiritual center of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the U.S.A. began on May 28. 
Several priests from the area, parishioners of various Orthodox and Catholic communi-
ties, and veterans of the U.S. Armed Forces gathered around the Ukrainian American 
Veterans Monument to offer prayers for those who sacrificed their lives in the service 
of the nation. Metropolitan Antony led the memorial service, while the faithful in atten-
dance chanted prayerful responses. Seen above are some of the participants of the 
Memorial Day ceremony.

Source: Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the U.S.A.

Memorial Day marked at UOC-U.S.A. center

by Lida Kuzma 

TORONTO – The award-winning docu-
mentary “Recovery Room,” directed by 
Adriana Luhovy, received a standing ovation 
at its Toronto premiere organized and spon-
sored by BCU Foundation (Buduchnist Credit 
Union). Over 300 attended the screening at 
Old Mill Guildhall on March 22. Among spe-
cial guests was Andriy Veselovsky, consul 
general of Ukraine to Toronto.

Opening welcome remarks given by the 
evening’s master of ceremonies Ivanna 
Baran-Purkiss, director of corporate com-
munications at BCU. She called upon Roman 
Medyk, chair of the BCU Foundation’s board 
of directors, who outlined the work of the 
foundation aimed at promoting and sup-
porting Ukrainian Canadian projects and 
increasing awareness of Ukrainian 
Canadians in Canadian society.

Dr. Oleh Antonyshyn, head of the 
Canadian humanitarian medical mission to 
Ukraine organized by the Canada Ukraine 
Foundation (CUF), spoke next. He men-
tioned the great contribution that Ms. 
Luhovy’s documentary is making in telling 
the mission’s story. He gave an overview of 
the work done by CUF and its president, 
Victor Hetmanczuk, thanking all the medi-
cal volunteers who dedicated their time on 
the medical missions. With many of the vol-

unteers present at film premiere, Dr. 
Antonyshyn asked the medical profession-
als in the audience, with whom Ms. Luhovy 
worked, to stand; they were acknowledged 
with a round of applause.

Oksana Kuzyshyn, president of the 
League of Ukrainian Canadian Women, 
spoke about the upcoming medical mission 
to Odesa. 

Next was a special guest, Sylvie Monette 
of KPMG-Montreal, who, through a chance 
acquaintance and continued friendship 
with Ms. Luhovy, closely followed her 
efforts in making the documentary. Ms. 
Monette, who appears in the film, travelled 
with the film’s director to Ukraine to see 
first hand the Maidan, meet the soldiers 
and learn about the story. Ms. Monette 
made a surprise announcement: Ms. 
Luhovy was to be presented the “One 
Woman Fearless” award by Concordia 
University at the Montreal Women’s 
Summit on April 21. The award recognizes 
a woman living fearlessly, “using her gifts to 
serve or inspire others.” 

After presenting Ms. Luhovy’s short 
biography and mentioning the 11 interna-
tional awards her documentary has 
received, Ms. Baran-Purkiss called on the 
director to speak. Ms . Adriana Luhovy 

Toronto premiere of “Recovery Room” 
elicits standing ovation

(Continued on page 15)
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thanked all present and spoke about giving 
back to the community and her years of 
volunteer work as a student with orphan 
children in Ukraine for Help Us Help the 
Children. While in New York, having 
worked for a human rights organization, 
Ms. Luhovy said she received an invitation 
from the Canada Ukraine Foundation to 
join the medical mission as its photogra-
pher, which resulted in her decision to film 
the mission in order to ensure that the 
story of the ongoing war, its impact and the 
humanitarian efforts was documented. 

Ms. Luhovy also shared her personal 
story, overcoming inner hurdles, having 
been emotionally affected by doing inter-
views, capturing stories of the wounded 
soldiers and being in the operating room at 
the Kyiv Main Military Clinical Hospital 
while filming. She also shared, for the first 
time, how as a student she had lived 
through the horrors of the Montreal 
Dawson College shooting in 2006, fleeing 

for her life with the shooter just above her 
in the college atrium. She said flashbacks of 
both the college shooting and the emotion-
al effect of documenting the stories of the 
wounded soldiers and medical personnel 
in Kyiv, still affect her. 

Ms. Luhovy thanked BCU Foundation for 
its generous support of this film project 
from its early beginnings, as well as the 
Shevchenko Foundation and many commu-
nity members; without that support, she 
said, the film could not be made. She men-
tioned that the film was a two-and-a-half-
year team effort, thanking producer-editor 
Yurij Luhovy, producer Zorianna Hrycenko 
and script editor Oksana Rozumna. 

During the film screening, the audience 
sat motionless, amid laughter and tears. 

The film was accompanied by an exhibit 
of over 20 of Ms. Luhovy’s photographs of 
the CUF medical missions, brought to 
Toronto from Montreal by the BCU 
Foundation. A reception followed. 

For information about “Recovery Room,” 
readers may visit www.recoveryroomthe-
movie.com or call 514-481-5871. To arrange 
a screening contact  mmlinc@hotmail.com.

(Continued from page 14)

Toronto...

Consul General of Ukraine to Toronto Andriy Veselovsky with director Adriana 
Luhovy at Toronto premiere.

Ania Jacyniak

KINGSTON, Ontario – Hosting the annual “Lviv, Ukraine” 
pavilion at the Folklore Festival has been the work of mem-
bers of the Ukrainian Canadian Club of Kingston and the 
Kingston Branch of the League of Ukrainian Canadians for 
49 consecutive years, making this one of Canada’s longest-
running Ukrainian festivals. 

One of the main organizers, Nadia Luciuk, who is also the 
choreographer of the dance ensembles Maky and Dorest, 
observed: “This year’s Folklore event [June 8-10] was big-
ger and better than any in our history – we had almost con-
tinuous entertainment on our main stage, great home-made 
Ukrainian cuisine and several vendors providing souvenirs. 
We estimate that close to 8,000 guests visited this year – 
from as far away as Toronto and Oshawa, Montreal, Ottawa 
and upper New York state. Not only did we raise funds for 
the orphans of the Ukrainian soldiers who have died 
defending their country against the Russian invaders but 
we hosted several special exhibits: on Ukrainian wedding 
traditions, on Cpl. Filip Konowal [the only Ukrainian 
Canadian recipient of the Victoria Cross], on Canada’s first 
national internment operations and on the Holodomor, 
making this not just a great cultural event but also a com-
memorative and educational one. And all of the work done 
over our weekend-long event is accomplished by volun-
teers, helping us sustain and build our community.”

 Ms. Luciuk added that, at “our 50th anniversary event in 
June 2019, you can be certain we’ll be putting on a really 
great show.” The Ukrainian Maky Dancers perform on June 8 at the Folklore Festival in Kingston, Ontario.

‘Lviv, Ukraine’ pavilion presented at Kingston’s Folklore Festival

by the Rev. John M Fields

PHILADELPHIA – On April 25, Bishop 
Paul Chomnycky, OSBM, of the Stamford, 
Conn., eparchy of the Ukrainian Catholic 
Church, delivered quite a number of Boston 
cream pies to Archbishop-emeritus Stefan 
Soroka and the Ukrainian Catholic 
Archeparchy Chancery staff in Philadelphia. 

The two hierarchs had made a culinary 
wager on the outcome of the February 4 
Super Bowl LII football game between the 
Philadelphia Eagles and the New England 
Patriots. If New England won the Super 
Bowl, Metropolitan Stefan would provide a 
Philly cheesesteak luncheon to Stamford’s 

Chancery Staff. If the Philadelphia Eagles 
won the Super Bowl, Bishop Paul would 
provide the Philadelphia Chancery Staff 
with Boston cream pies. 

On Monday morning, February 5, follow-
ing Philadelphia’s 41-33 triumph in the 
Super Bowl in Minneapolis, Bishop Paul was 
contacted at his chancery office. He had this 
to say with a smile: “I feel rather like Job of 
the Old Testament sitting in ashes and sack-
cloth. But I will muster as much good sports-
manship as I can, swallow my pride, fill my 
car with Boston cream pies and make the 
trek down to the chancery office in 
Philadelphia to make good on my bet! I just 
hope I manage to get a piece of pie!”

Bishop Paul Chomnycky settles Super Bowl wager
with Archbishop-emeritus Stefan Soroka

The Philadelphia Archeparchy’s Chancery staff and Archbishop-emeritus Stefan 
Soroka (right) enjoy Boston cream pies courtesy of Bishop Paul Chomnycky (second  

from right) and the Stamford Eparchy.

Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of Philadelphia

ru, May 16, 2018).
• Fifth, any strategy to counterbalance 

the Russian Federation in the Northern 
Black Sea region (“Pontic Steppe”) will need 
to combine both military assets as well as 
greater economic and social stability across 

the region, from Odesa to Mariupol.
Though the Kremlin is celebrating the 

completion of the Kerch Bridge, it is never-
theless a double-edged sword for the local 
population.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 2)

Double-edged...
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YOUNGSTOWN, Ohio – Concert pianist 
Roman Rudnytsky has completed a concert 
tour in Chile – his ninth one there. The recit-
als took place in the second half of May in 
the cities of Santiago, Valparaiso, 
Concepcion, San Carlos and Teno. With 
assistance from the U.S. Embassy there, Mr. 
Rudnytsky’s recital programs included 
works by Mendelssohn, Beethoven, Aaron 
Copland, Chopin, Debussy and Liszt. In Teno, 
he had a session with local music students.

Mr. Rudnytsky has played concerts in the 
vast majority of Latin American countries 
at one time or another, but Chile is where 
ha has played the most. Between 1992 and 
2001, he made eight tours there, perform-
ing 48 concerts in 17 cities and towns. 

He will return to Chile in 2019 as he 
recently received an invitation to perform 

as soloist with the symphony orchestra of 
the northern city of Antofagasta. He played 
the Beethoven Concerto No. 3 in C minor 
with that orchestra about 20 years ago and 
will very likely perform this same concerto 
next year.

Earlier this year, Mr. Rudnytsky was in the 
Pacific, where he played recitals on the 
island of Saipan and on the island of Majuro 
in the Marshall Islands during February. His 
recital there was broadcast live over the 
“Moonlight” program on the radio through-
out the entire scattered Marshall Islands. He 
was introduced at his recital to the audience 
by the immediate past president of the 
Republic of the Marshall Islands, Christopher 
Loeak, who had introduced Mr. Rudnytsky’s 
recital there a number of years earlier when 
he was in office as the president.

In March, Mr. Rudnytsky traveled to New 
Zealand to do his 13th tour there, playing 
five recitals. 

At the end of April, he played a recital of 
works by Debussy and the Spanish com-
posers Isaac Albeniz and Manuel de Falla in 
the town of Ashburnham Mass., as part of 
the series organized by the Frederick 
Collection of Historical Instruments. Mr. 
Rudnytsky played this recital on an 1877 
French Erard concert grand from the 
Frederick Collection. Erard pianos were 
used by Chopin, Liszt, Mendelssohn, Grieg, 
Ravel and Clara Schumann.

Later this year, Mr. Rudnytsky will once 
again be playing on the island of Guam and 
on several cruises of Cunard’s flagship, the 
Queen Mary 2, plus 10 recitals in Britain in-
between those cruises.

Pianist completes 
concert tour of Chile

“Notes on People” is a feature geared toward reporting on the achievements of members 
of the Ukrainian community and the Ukrainian National Association. All submissions 
should be concise due to space limitations and must include the person’s UNA branch 
number (if applicable). Items will be published as soon as possible after their receipt.

NOTES ON PEOPLE
Klymenko, the head of the supervisory 
board of the non-governmental organiza-
tion Foreign Affairs Maidan, noticed that, for 
several days in May-June, the Automatic 
Identification System (AIS) for live tracking 
of maritime traffic appeared not to function 
over the main navigable areas of the Azov 
Sea (Facebook.com, June 3). One possible 
reason for this outage could have been a 
malfunction at the receiving station in 
Temryuk, Russia. However, there have been 
no Navigational Area (NAVAREA) warnings 
issued about repairs or an emergency situa-
tion at Temryuk station. Moreover, through-
out the outages, the station remained color 
coded as “green” on the AIS online marine 
traffic maps, meaning it was in working con-
dition. Yet, the station’s apparent temporary 
shutdown suggests the AIS outages were 
intended to hide Russian ship traffic. 
According to the International Convention 
for the Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS 74/88), 
such activities can be classified as a threat to 
navigation. Additionally, one year ago, AIS 
transponders of at least 20 vessels were 
affected by GPS spoofing attacks in the Black 
Sea, near the Russian coast – the likely tar-
gets of a Russian cyberweapon being tested 
(Newscientist.com, August 10, 2017).

Russia’s strategy in the Sea of Azov seems 
designed to take control of the waters all the 
way up to the Ukrainian coastline, thus put-
ting pressure and additional costs on 
Ukraine-bound maritime shipping traffic. In 
fact, like a boa constrictor, it aims to eco-
nomically strangle southeastern Ukraine’s 
industrial seaport areas and destabilize the 
social situation there. And the broader 
implications of this strategy become clear 
when lessons from the Crimea annexation 
are juxtaposed against evidence of Russia’s 
growing regional amphibious potential and 
the apparent directions of its offensive train-
ing drills. As such, it is important not to for-
get about Moscow’s naval probes in the 
Black Sea, testing Kyiv’s responses to its 
activities near Odesa and Snake Island 
(Dumskaya, June 7). 

In other words, the threat of a Russian 
amphibious operation to seize additional 
southeastern Ukrainian coastal territories 
is growing. And against the backdrop of 
water shortages in Crimea as well as other 
factors, it should not be ruled out that 
Moscow may still be contemplating wrest-
ing a land corridor to the peninsula 
(Apostrophe, June 7) or at least trying to 
force Kyiv to open Dnipro’s water supply to 
the occupied territory (Segodnya, June 2).

Ukrainian Vice-Minister of Foreign 
Affairs Olena Zerkal, commenting on the 
rising tensions in the Sea of Azov, noted, 
“Russia seeks various ways to provoke 
Ukraine to react to this or that situation in 
a way that... will prevent consideration by 
the [United Nations] tribunal of the issue of 
Russia’s violation of our sovereign rights.” 
She stressed the need for a “peaceful and 
legal settlement,” which is “optimal and 
effective” (Dzerkalo Tyzhnya, June 9). 
However, historical experience shows that 
so-called “soft” power without “hard” 
power is rather impotent. Sudden crises 
require a rapid and comprehensive multi-
dimensional assessment and response, 
particularly under the conditions of new 
type warfare. Undoubtedly, Moscow will 
continue to use hybrid forms and methods 
of warfare to achieve its goals, with the 
Crimean annexation serving as a useful 
blueprint (Obozrevatel, May, 26; Voice of 
America, June 1; Dzerkalo Tyzhnya, June 9).

 
The article above is reprinted from 

Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 3)

Russia’s...
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June 19 Lecture by Anton Minkov, “Canadian Internment 
Ottawa Operations of 1914-1920,” Holy Trinity Hall, 
 613-228-8290 or christthesaviouroc@gmail.com

June 24 Palos Fest Ukrainian Style, Nativity of the Blessed Virgin 
Palos Park, IL Mary Ukrainian Catholic Church, 708-361-8876

June 28 Film screening, “Recovery Room” by Adriana Luhovy, 
Passaic, NJ St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church, 201-637-5047
 or www.recoveryroomthemovie.com

June 29 Film screening, “Recovery Room” by Adriana Luhovy, 
Whippany, NJ Ukrainian American Cultural Center of New Jersey, 
 908-759-1771 or www.recoveryroomthemovie.com

June 29 Nadiya Ye Festival, Ukrainian American Youth 
through July 1 Association, www.cym.org/us-ellenville
Ellenville, NY

June 30 50th anniversary of Plast Shkola Bulavnykh banquet, St. 
Lexington, NY John the Baptist Ukrainian Catholic Church, 
 shkolabulavnykhusa@gmail.com

June 30 through  USCAK-East tennis tournament, Ukrainian Sports 
July 1 Federation of the U.S.A. and Canada, 
Kerhonkson, NY www.soyuzivka.com or 215-266-3943 

July 6-8 Ukrainian Pysanka Festival, Festival Grounds,
Vegreville, AB 780-632-2777 or www.pysankafestival.com

July 7 Ukrainian Dance Camp Performance and Zabava, 
Lehighton, PA Ukrainian Homestead, www.ukrhomestead.com

July 7 Golf tournament, “Legends on Niagara” at Ussher’s Creek
Niagara Falls, ON Course, Ukrainian Golf Association of Canada, 905-295-9595
 or www.niagraraparksgolf.com/legends-on-the-niagara/
 usshers-creek

July 7 Concert, featuring soprano Maria Antunez and tenor Martin
Jewett, NY Messpaumer, Grazhda Music and Art Center of Greene
 County, www.grazhdamusicandart.org or 518-989-6479

July 7-8 Lemko Vatra, Organization for the Defense of 
Ellenville, NY Lemkivshchyna, Ukrainian American Youth Association
 camp, www.lemko-ool.com

July 12-15 Ukrainian Cultural Festival, Soyuzivka Heritage Center,
Kerhonkson, NY www.soyuzivka.com

July 14 Gardenton Ukrainian Festival, Gardenton Ukrainian 
Gardenton, MB Museum Grounds, http://gardentonpark.com

July 14 Concert, featuring violinist Richard Young, cellist 
Jewett, NY Natalia Khoma, pianist Volodymyr Vynnytsky and
 soprano Anya Kosachevich, Grazhda Music and Art 
 Center of Greene County, www.grazhdamusicandart.org
 or 518-989-6479

July 15 Fund-raiser luncheon, Ukrainian Catholic Education 
San Francisco Fund, University of San Francisco, Fromm Hall, 
 800-599-3671 or ucef@ucef.org

July 18 Annual Pavilion Dinner, Ukrainian Cultural Institute,
Belfield, ND Belfield Pavilion, www.ucitoday.org

July 18 Ukrainian Day advocacy event, Ukrainian National 
Washington Information Service, Capitol Hill, 202-547-0018 or 
 unis.sawkiw@gmail.com

July 20-21 North Dakota Ukrainian Festival, various locations,
Belfield, ND www.northdakotaukrainianfestival.com or 701-590-0920

July 20-22 Capital Ukrainian Festival, St. John the Baptist Ukrainian 
Ottawa Catholic Shrine, www.capitalukrainianfestival.com

July 21 Ukrainian Village Festival, St. Vladimir Ukrainian Orthodox
Parma, OH Cathedral, www.stvladimirs.org/festival.html 

Entries in “Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to events 
advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome submissions 
from all our readers. Items will be published at the discretion of the editors 
and as space allows. Please send e-mail to mdubas@ukrweekly.com.

“Grazhda” Music and Art Center of Greene County
Центр української культури в Гантері

Calendar of Summer Events
July 7, 2018    Season Opening Concert

Soprano Maria Atuñez and tenor Martin Nusspaumer will sing opera 
arias and love duets accompanied by Volodymyr Vynnytsky, artistic 
director of MACGC.

July 14, 2018    Chamber Music Concert
Violinist Richard Young, cellist Natalia Khoma, pianist Volodymyr 
Vynnytsky and soprano Anya Kosachevich will perform works by 
Mozart, Beethoven, Purcell and Ukrainian songs.

August 4, 2018    80th Birthday Concert of composer Myroslav Skoryk
Music by M. Skoryk will be performed by violinist Nazar Pylatiuk, 
cellist Natalia Khoma, pianist V. Vynnytsky and the composer himself.

Courses in Ukrainian Folk Arts
July 30 through August 10, 2018    Folk Singing for Children

Two-week course (10 a.m.-12:30 p.m.) of Ukrainian folksong group
Singing and other activities designed for children ages 4-10.  The 
course ends with a public recital on August 11 at 7 p.m. All tickets $5.  

July 30 to July 31, 2018     Petrykivka Folk Painting
August 1 through August 3    Reverse Glass Painting
August 6 through August 8    Pysanky (Ukrainian decorated eggs)
August 6 through August 9    Ukrainian Embroidery
For additional information about the Courses in Ukrainian Folk Arts 
please call 518-263-4670.
August 18, 2018    Music at Grazhda – FUNDRAISING CONCERT

Chamber music trio “KYIV” – Nazar Pylatiuk, violin, Natalia Khoma, 
cello, and Volodymyr Vynnytsky, piano, will play works by Mozart, 
Schubert and others.  All tickets: $35

August 25, 2018    Music at Grazhda – Piano Recital 
“Mostly Chopin” concert played by Stanislav Khristenko.

All concerts at 8 p.m. at 
Grazhda Concert Hall, Rt. 23A, Jewett, NY.  
Tickets: $20 general admission; seniors $15; 
members $12; students – free.  
For additional information, please call 
518-989-6479 or go to 
www.grazhdamusicandart.orgVisit our archive online: www.ukrweekly.com
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PREVIEW OF EVENTS
Sunday, June 17

HORSHAM, Pa.: The popular Father’s Day 
Ukrainian Fest will commence at 1 p.m. at 
Tryzubivka (Ukrainian American Sport 
Center, County Line and Lower State roads). 
A 2 p.m. stage show will feature the 
Voloshky School of Ukrainian Dance, accor-
dionist Walter Syzonenko, and singers 
Sofiya Pitula and Maksim Shcherbatyuk. A 
lively outdoor “zabava” in the dance pavilion 
to the tunes of the accordionist will follow. 
There will be plentiful Ukrainian homemade 
foods and baked goods, picnic fare and cool 
refreshments for all tastes and ages. Enjoy 
the U.S. Adult Soccer Association’s Region 
One U.S. Open Cup and U.S. Amateur Cup 
(U.S. national championship quarterfinals) 
games, men’s, women’s, and men’s over 30 
and under 23 throughout the afternoon. 
Admission and parking are free. For infor-
mation call 267-664-3857, e-mail info@try-
zub.org or visit www.tryzub.org; see also 

the Facebook page of Tryzub Ukrainian 
American Sport Center.

Saturday, June 23

PERTH AMBOY, N.J.: The sixth annual 
Ukrainian Cultural Festival will take place 
from noon to 9 p.m. on the parish grounds 
of Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
Ukrainian Catholic Church at 686 Alta Vista 
Place, Perth Amboy, NJ 08861. The festival 
will feature performances of traditional 
Ukrainian dances at 2 and 4 p.m., church 
tours, raffles, vendors, traditional Ukrainian 
food and beer, and delicious desserts. The 
live music band Anna Maria Entertainment 
will play outdoors at 5-9 p.m. Admission to 
the festival is free. A special visitor at this 
year’s festival will be Bishop Andriy Rabiy, 
apostolic administrator of the Ukrainian 
Archeparchy of Philadelphia. For more 
information call 732-826-0767 or visit 
www.assumptioncatholicchurch.net.

PREVIEW OF EVENTS GUIDELINES
Preview of Events is a listing of Ukrainian community events open to the public. It is a ser-
vice provided at minimal cost ($20 per listing) by The Ukrainian Weekly to the Ukrainian 
community. 
To have an event listed in Preview of Events please send information, in English, written 
in Preview format, i.e., in a brief paragraph that includes the date, place, type of event, 
sponsor, admission, full names of persons and/or organizations involved, and a phone 
number and/or e-mail address to be published for readers who may require additional 
information. Items must be no more than 100 words long. 
Preview items must be received no later than one week before the desired date of 
publication (i.e., they must be received by 9 am Monday morning). Please include pay-
ment for each time the item is to appear and indicate date(s) of issue(s) in which the item 
is to be published. Also, senders are asked to include the phone number of a person who 
may be contacted by The Weekly during daytime hours, as well as their complete mailing 
address. 
Information should be sent to preview@ukrweekly.com. When e-mailing, please do not 
send items as attachments – simply type the text into the body of the e-mail message. 
Preview items and payments may be mailed to: Preview of Events, The Ukrainian Weekly, 
2200 Route 10, P.O. Box 280, Parsippany, NJ 07054.

OREST LUTIY 
uncensored

PETRO MAHA

IRYNA FEDYSHYN

VASYL POPADIUK

• Meet the Artists/Photo Op.

• Elegant Dinner of Old Lviv cuisine 
 with wine

• Cocktail hour with zakusky/appetizers

• Includes Weekend Festival admittance 
 and VIP parking pass

• $150 per person 
 (includes $100 deductible donation 
 to UNF-Soyuzivka Heritage Center

• Information: 
 soyuzivka.events@gmail.com
 or 845-626-5641

Soyuzivka, PO Box 516, 216 Foordmore Rd, 
Kerhonkson, NY 12446

845-626-5641 • www.soyuzivka.com 
email  soyuzivka.events@gmail.com

SOYUZIVKA HERITAGE CENTER-UNF
PRESENTS A GALA FUND-RAISER 

UNDER THE STARS

ЗАПРОШУЄМО НА “ЛЬВІВСЬКУ КАВУ”
І БЛАГОДІЙНИЙ ВЕЧІР, БЕНКЕТ, ШОУ-КОНЦЕРТ

Intimate and light-hearted Cabaret show
 “Retro Lviv”, featuring music of Old Lviv, 

starring Orest Lutiy, Petro Maha, 
Iryna Fedyshyn, Vasyl Popadiuk

FRIDAY, JULY 13, 2018, 7 PM

 ANNUITIES ANNUITIES ANNUITIES ANNUITIES ANNUITIES ANNUITIES
PREMIER NINE*  

ALSO AVAILABLE:
SELECT SEVEN – 3.5%*
STARTER FIVE – 3.0%*

*  First-year rate.  
   All annuity rates are subject to change.  
   Not available in all states

2200 Route 10, Parsippany, NJ 07054 
General Information: 800-253-9862 • Fax: 973-292-0900
www.UkrainianNationalAssociation.org 
facebook.com/UkrainianNationalAssociation

STARTER FIVE – 3.0%*STARTER FIVE – 3.0%*STARTER FIVE – 3.0%*

*  First-year rate.  
   All annuity rates are subject to change.  

Ukrainian National Association, Inc.

SECOND-YEAR RATE – 3.0%


