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U.S. senators reiterate 
importance of continuing 
sanctions on Russia 

Summertime in Ukraine, and the living ain’t easy

WASHINGTON – U.S. Sens. Rob Portman (R-Ohio), co-
chair of the Senate Ukraine Caucus, and Bob Menendez 
(D-N.J.), ranking member of the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee, on July 10 led a group of eight of their Senate 
colleagues in introducing a Senate resolution condemning 
the Russian Federation’s ongoing illegal occupation of 
Crimea. 

The bipartisan resolution came ahead of President 
Donald Trump’s scheduled trip to Europe, where he will 
attend a NATO summit in Brussels and then meet with 
Russian President Vladimir Putin in Helsinki.

Affirming the Senate’s full support for the sanctions the 
United States and the European Union have imposed 
against Russia for its illegal occupation of Ukrainian territo-
ry, the senators’ resolution calls on the Trump administra-
tion to formalize a policy of non-recognition of Russia’s ille-
gal annexation of Crimea. The United States adopted a firm 
non-recognition policy during the Cold War with the Welles 
Declaration, which condemned the forcible annexation of 
the Baltic states by the Soviet Union. 

 “The United States continues to stand with Ukraine 
against Russian aggression,” said Sen. Portman. “Crimea 
was illegally seized from Ukraine by Russia, and the United 
States must never recognize this illegitimate occupation. 
This violates not just the rights of the Ukrainian people, but 
also the fundamental principles of the international order 
that America has proudly led for more than 70 years. 
Crimea is part of Ukraine. Until Russia recognizes that fact 
and returns Crimea to Ukrainian control, the United States 

UCCA

NEW YORK – The Ukrainian Congress Committee of 
America on July 10 sent an urgent letter to President 
Donald Trump as he departed for summits in Europe this 
week. The letter stated that, as the president prepares to 
meet with Russian President Vladimir Putin in Helsinki, 
“the Ukrainian American community will look to our 
Commander-in-Chief to not only live up to the United 
States’ public and binding security guarantees to Ukraine, 
but clearly state that the people of Ukraine will make up 
their own minds with regards to national policy.”

In 2014, the UCCA notes, the United States reaffirmed 
its commitment to Ukraine’s sovereignty, independence, 
territorial integrity and the inviolability of borders with 
the passage of the Ukraine Freedom Support Act, which 
declared as official state policy that the United States will 
“assist the government of Ukraine in restoring its sover-
eignty and territorial integrity in order to deter the govern-
ment of the Russian Federation from further destabilizing 
and invading Ukraine and other independent countries.”

The UCCA’s open letter states in plain terms that 

UCCA writes to Trump 
before summit with Putin

(Continued on page 16)

by Bohdan Nahaylo
Special to The Ukrainian Weekly

KYIV – “What’s the mood in Kyiv these days?” That 
was the question posed to me recently. So, here are few 
impressions and notes on what I’m observing in this 
strange period, full of contradictions and ambiguous 
signs, which has characterized the supposed real begin-
ning of summer. 

Yes, the weather has indeed been strange and unpre-
dictable, with unseasonal cold, wet or simply cloudy days 
interspersed with sunny, warm ones. And that is pretty 
much what the political climate here, both domestic and 
external, has been.

Let’s begin at the level of the ordinary citizen, the taxi 
diver, waitress, factory worker, student or pensioner. 
What is on their minds these days? Elections? Russia’s 

aggression? 
Well, on the surface, elections are not a priority con-

cern, as few seem to think that in the present set up in 
Ukraine they will result in genuine change and improve-
ment. Many fear that things might simply perpetuate the 
status quo or even be worse. On that front, there’s a gen-
eral sense of frustration with the state of affairs, especial-
ly at the top and in the way the country is run. There’s 
cynicism, quite widespread resignation and apathy, 
despite whatever anger or hope lurk beneath it.

What is of direct concern, not surprisingly, is the cost 
of living, low wages and pensions, rising prices and tariffs 
on household utilities. And because of the potential these 
grassroots concerns offer for exploitation by crafty or 
streetwise, if not particularly sophisticated, populist poli-

Ukrainian Leadership Academy’s goal:
to prepare next generation of leaders

(Continued on page 5)
(Continued on page 5)

(Continued on page 18)

The third Ukrainian Leadership Academy graduating class of 182 students on the Kyiv campus on June 23. 
 Mykyta Zavilinskyi

by Mark Raczkiewycz

PUSHCHA-VODYTSIA, Ukraine – Although it was grad-
uation day, there were still four more topical discussions 
taking place at the Ukrainian Leadership Academy (ULA) 
on June 23. 

The 182 soon-to-be graduates got to choose from con-
current sessions on entrepreneurship, education, local gov-
ernance or health care under the overarching concept of 
society’s challenges. 

If it was a testament that learning is a continuous pro-
cess, then the talks revealed that every societal system 
has its own set of limitations and advantages. They also 
showed the depth of knowledge that the 10-month pro-
gram offers to students at five campuses across the coun-
try: Kharkiv, Kyiv, Lviv, Mykolayiv and Poltava. 

Meant to be a gap year, the immersion “drastically 

changes” the 16-20 year olds who attend the program, 
said Jaroslawa Johnson, president and CEO of the 
Western NIS Enterprise Fund (WNISEF), which partially 
funds and runs the academy.

“They come in as high school students and come out 
almost as young adults,” she said, adding that the fund 
has allocated $9 million to date. “We focus on ethics, we 
focus on liberal arts, which isn’t generally taught in 
Ukraine. We focus on local culture and history.”

In its third year with 415 graduates from all 25 regions 
of Ukraine, the ULA is modeled after the Israeli leader-
ship academies called “mechinas” that are designed to 
prepare the next generation of leaders to serve their 
country. 

Students get to work on social projects and travel in-
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Atop the EU-Ukraine summit agenda 

Ukraine and the European Union on 
July 9 opened a crucial summit, with Kyiv’s 
reform efforts and Russia’s seizure of 
Crimea in 2014 and its backing of separat-
ists in eastern Ukraine topping the agenda. 
This year’s summit in Brussels, which 
Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko 
attended,  was the f irst  since an 
Association Agreement between the EU 
and Ukraine came into force in September 
2017, strengthening ties between the EU 
and Ukraine. A joint statement released 
July 9 mentioned Kyiv’s troubled efforts to 
crack down on rampant corruption and 
efforts to improve the country’s business 
climate. It also mentioned the conflict still 
ongoing in the eastern regions. The EU 
approved $1 billion in loans for a period 
of two and a half years in May, saying fur-
ther disbursements would be contingent 
on “Ukraine respecting democratic mecha-
nisms and the rule of law, and guarantee-
ing respect for human rights.” The EU also 
said it will reaffirm its support for the 
country’s “independence, sovereignty and 
territorial integrity” in light of “ongoing 
Russian aggression and conflict in eastern 
Ukraine.” (RFE/RL, with reporting by 
Reuters, AP and DPA)

EU officially extends Russia sanctions

The European Union has officially 
extended until January 31, 2019, the eco-
nomic sanctions first placed on Russia 
after its 2014 annexation of Crimea and its 
backing of separatists in eastern Ukraine. 
The extension was finalized on July 5 and 
comes after EU leaders unanimously 
agreed to prolong the measures during the 
bloc’s summit in Brussels on June 29. The 
measures primarily hit Russia’s banking 
and energy sectors. At the EU summit, 
German Chancellor Angela Merkel and 
French President Emmanuel Macron 
updated EU counterparts on the state of 
play of the implementation of the Minsk 
agreements, to which the sanctions are 
linked. The Minsk accords reached in 2014 
and 2015 in the Belarusian capital aimed 
to resolve the conflict and called for a 
series of cease-fire deals in eastern 
Ukraine, but they have failed to hold. EU 

leaders will again consider whether to 
extend the sanctions when they meet in 
Brussels in December. (RFE/RL)

Huntsman on Russia’s ‘malign activity’ 

The U.S. ambassador to Russia has 
defended President Donald Trump’s deci-
sion to meet with Russian leader Vladimir 
Putin and insisted that it was up to 
Moscow to reverse the downward spiral 
in relations with Washington. In a confer-
ence call with reporters on July 5, Jon 
Huntsman said President Trump will ini-
tially meet one-on-one with President 
Putin, followed by an expanded meeting 
to include top advisers. He also defended 
the notion of holding the meeting with Mr. 
Putin in the first place, something some 
experts and officials have questioned, 
given ongoing Russian actions in Ukraine, 
Syria, and persistent questions about 
Moscow’s alleged meddling in the 2016 
U.S. presidential election. “It is in the 
interest of America’s national security to 
determine if Russia is willing to make 
progress in our bilateral relations,” he 
said. The meeting, to be held in Helsinki 
on July 16, is the first major summit 
between the two leaders and comes as 
re l a t i o n s  b e t we e n  M o s c o w  a n d 
Washington have sunk to levels not seen 
since the Cold War. “The ball really is in 
Russia’s court and the president will con-
tinue to hold Russia accountable for its 
malign activity,” Ambassador Huntsman 
said. The issue of extending the New 
START arms treaty is expected to come up 
for discussion, as will the Intermediate-
Range Nuclear Forces treaty, a landmark 
agreement that Washington has accused 
Moscow of violating repeatedly. Also 
looming over the summit is the question 
of Russia’s alleged interference during the 
2016 U.S. presidential election. U.S. intelli-
gence agencies concluded that Mr. Putin 
ordered a hacking-and-propaganda cam-
paign aimed at swaying U.S. voters, and 
officials later said the Kremlin clearly 
intended to support Mr. Trump. Those 
findings were endorsed earlier by the 
Senate Intelligence Committee. However, 
Mr. Trump has repeatedly cast doubt on 

(Continued on page 14)

 ANALYSIS

by Nikolai Holmov
Eurasia Daily Monitor

The second reading of Bill 8068 (Rada.
gov.ua, accessed June 25), “On National 
Security,” successfully passed through 
Ukraine’s Verkhovna Rada with 248 votes 
in favor, thus providing a new framework 
law designed to overhaul the country’s 
statutory national security and defense 
architecture. The initial draft law, submit-
ted by President Petro Poroshenko on 
February 28, (see Eurasia Daily Monitor, 
March 21), was passed at its first parlia-
mentary reading in early April. It then 
underwent the process of suggested parlia-
mentary committee and individual parlia-
mentarian amendments prior to a second 
and final vote on June 21.

At its most fundamental level, the law is 
built upon the “resilience” requirements of 
Article 3 of the Washington Treaty – the 
1949 foundational document of the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO). It 
strengthens civilian and parliamentary con-
trol over the military and the Security 
Service of Ukraine (known by its Ukrainian 
acronym as SBU); provides for transparen-
cy (notwithstanding where state secrecy is 
required); and seeks to clearly delineate the 
powers of the law enforcement agencies. As 
a framework law, it will therefore have 
future legislative consequences, in particu-
lar for the SBU and Ukrboronprom, the 
state-owned monolith and monopoly with-
in Ukraine’s military industrial complex.

Among the few substantial amendments 
that were made to the original text, per-
haps the most notable change relates to 
delineating the abilities and mechanisms of 
the public, civil society, non-governmental 
organizations (NGOs) and parliamentari-
ans when it comes to the country’s 
defense. Notably, the law “On National 
Security” establishes a new Rada 
Intelligence Committee with oversight over 
the defense and security realm. The four 
entirely new clauses of Article 10 refer to a 
clear process of transparency wherever 
practicable.

Another noteworthy change affects the 
Ukrainian National Guard, which falls 
under the command of the Ministry of 
Internal Affairs during peacetime. The 
original presidential text would have trans-
ferred the National Guard’s command to 
the National Security and Defense Council 
(NSDC) in times of war and/or martial law. 
But the newly passed law was amended to 
provide for joint Internal Affairs Ministry 
and NSDC command during times of war 
and martial law.

The reason for this particular amend-
ment is open to debate. The Ministry of 
Internal Affairs is the only “power minis-
try” controlled by the People’s Front – the 
majority coalition partner of President 
Poroshenko’s party. As such, this may have 
been a concession to ensure People’s 
Front’s favorable vote. But it leaves open 
the question of what happens if martial 
law is applied only to the occupied territo-
ries or some portion of Ukraine: the 
National Guard units serving in those terri-
tories presumably fall under the operation-
al control of the NSDC, but do those sta-
tioned elsewhere in the country remain 
under the peacetime control of the interior 
ministry?

The law still requires presidential signa-
ture to take effect. For the purpose of polit-
ical framing, this is likely to occur immedi-

ately prior to the July 2018 NATO and 
European Union-Ukraine summits.

The new law will immediately repeal 
and replace the entirety of Ukraine’s pre-
existing legislative national security archi-
tecture: namely, the law “On the 
Fundamentals of National Security 2003” 
(Rada.gov.ua, November 30, 2017), the law 
“On Democratic and Civilian Control over 
the Military Organization and Law 
Enforcement Agencies of State 2003” 
(Rada.gov.ua, December 7, 2017) and “On 
the Organization of Defense Planning 
2005” (Rada.gov.ua, November 18, 2004).

The passing of the new law also requires 
(as of January 1, 2019) that the current 
defense minister and two deputy defense 
ministers be civilians and not military per-
sonnel. The current minister, Gen. Stepan 
Poltorak, in his post since October 14, 
2014, will therefore be required to step 
aside or, less likely, to become a civilian.

This law sets a statutory requirement to 
spend a minimum of 5 percent of GDP on 
defense annually, with a minimum 3 per-
cent of GDP to be exclusively spent on the 
armed forces/defense, and at least 0.5 per-
cent on the military industrial complex. 
The aim is to protect this expenditure from 
future budgetary considerations and thus 
provide for capacity-based planning.

Unambiguously, the new law removes 
the SBU from the fight against corruption, 
and clearly focuses its efforts upon the fight 
against terrorism, counterintelligence, and 
the defense of the state and critical infra-
structure. Many existing laws relating to, or 
otherwise mentioning the role of the SBU 
will require amendment. It remains to be 
seen if a new law regarding the SBU will be 
created or if piecemeal amendments are 
made.

Nevertheless, the role of Department K 
within the SBU, which delves into econom-
ic matters, will have to remain in some 
shape or form, despite the Security Service 
being explicitly removed from corruption 
investigations. Ukraine exists in a global 
environment where there is an ever-con-
verging space between cyberattacks, ter-
rorism, organized crime, corruption and 
the questionable ownership of critical 
infrastructure. All this will require a con-
tinuing and covert watchful eye, and all will 
be deemed matters of national security. 
However, the regular TV news footage of 
SBU officers kicking down the doors of 
business will disappear. That will be the 
remit of other policing agencies. Any SBU 
involvement will now be limited to sharing 
relevant intelligence or, for the moment, as 
it remains the only state agency legally per-
mitted to do so, conducting any requested 
wiretapping.

Another state entity that will undergo 
significant change as a result of the new 
law is Ukrboronprom. The giant state 
monopoly dominating the military-indus-
trial complex (MIC), charged with both the 
management of and production within the 
MIC, has long been seen as an unwieldy, 
opaque entity (Kyiv Post, December 1, 
2017). Furthermore, it has a licensing 
stranglehold over military exports, thus 
providing a de facto monopoly on military 
exports and the opportunity to issue 
licenses under questionable arrangements 
with other domestic producers. The new 
legislation requires the Cabinet of 
Ministers to create a central authority to 

What’s next, now that Ukraine has
a new law on national security?
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Both Kremlin and White House aim for success in Helsinki
by Pavel Felgenhauer
Eurasia Daily Monitor  

The visit by U.S. National Security 
Advisor John Bolton to Moscow to meet 
with President Vladimir Putin and other 
top Russian officials resulted in an agree-
ment to hold a long-awaited “historic sum-
mit” with Mr. Putin and President Donald 
Trump in Helsinki, Finland, on July 16. That 
will be one day after Mr. Putin hosts the 
final game of the 2018 soccer World Cup, in 
Moscow, which will be attended by an array 
of foreign dignitaries. 

The U.S. leader is coming to Europe to 
attend a North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
(NATO) summit in Brussels, on July 11-12. 
Less than a week later, in Helsinki, Messrs. 
Trump and Putin will hold face-to-face talks 
followed by an expanded delegation meet-
ing. A joint declaration is being prepared 
that will cover future bilateral relations and 
key global issues, including Syria, Ukraine 
and arms control. Both sides have 
expressed hope the coming summit will 
decrease heightened U.S.-Russian tensions 
as well as promote world peace and inter-
national stability (Interfax, June 28). 

Vienna was previously considered as a 
possible venue of a Trump-Putin summit, 
but was ultimately discarded – perhaps 
because it is geographically too close to 
Munich, where, almost 80 years ago, anoth-
er peace-making “historic summit” took 
place in September 1938.

Mr. Bolton was received in Moscow on 
June 27 with extraordinary honors. During 
the talks in the Kremlin, President Putin sat 
at the table facing Mr. Bolton, together with 
Foreign Affairs Minister Sergei Lavrov, 
Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu and presi-
dential foreign policy aide Yuri Ushakov. 
Russians are traditionally exceptionally 
touchy about protocol issues, but this meet-

ing was definitely out of protocol: The 
Russian side of the table clearly exceeded 
Mr. Bolton’s pay grade, uniting in one room 
all the major Russian foreign and defense 
policymakers. President Putin did not sim-
ply pop into the room for a brief moment – 
he was there to lead the talks. In another 
twist, Mr. Putin, who is notoriously late to 
nearly every appointment, including to his 
audiences with the pope and the queen of 
England, came to meet Mr. Bolton earlier 
than scheduled, after attending an award-
giving function in the Kremlin (Moskovsky 
Komsomolets, June 27).

No other U.S. national security advisor 
was received in Moscow with such respect 
since, perhaps, Henry Kissinger when he 
came to meet Communist leader Leonid 
Brezhnev to prepare the 1972 “historic 
Moscow summit” with President Richard 
Nixon. That meeting kicked off “détente” 
between Moscow and Washington with the 
signing of a package of arms control agree-
ments. Of course, much earlier, German 
Reich Foreign Minister Joachim von 
Ribbentrop was treated in the Kremlin with 
similar pomp in August 1939 by Soviet 
Foreign Affairs Minister Vyacheslav Molotov 
and dictatorial leader Joseph Stalin. 

Clearly, Mr. Putin and the Russian leader-
ship are eager to obtain something rather 
serious out of the coming Helsinki summit: 
a new U.S.-Russian détente or perhaps even 
some equivalent of the 1939 Molotov-
Ribbentrop pact delimiting spheres of 
mutual interests and decreasing mutual 
tensions, which would happen at a high 
cost to others. So far at least, there is no 
indication they are likely to secure either.

The coming NATO summit in Brussels is 
scheduled to endorse plans already 
approved by alliance defense ministers to 
develop logistics and troop battle readi-
ness. NATO wants to be able to move tens 

of thousands of soldiers and heavy equip-
ment more or less rapidly to the east, pri-
marily to Poland and the Baltic states, to 
deter a major Russian attack or foil one if it 
begins. Fears are cropping up across the 
continent that in Helsinki, Mr. Trump – like 
at his recent summit in Singapore with 
North Korean dictator Kim Jong-un – may 
decide to cut down military preparations 
and exercises in Europe “to save money” 
and as a confidence-building measure to 
reassure Mr. Putin (Interfax, June 28).

A serious and growing rift within the 
trans-Atlantic alliance has always been a 
prime Russian strategic objective. Mr. Putin 
wants the Helsinki summit to be a success, 
and Mr. Trump wants that no less. The U.S. 
president has launched a tariff war with his 
Western allies, undermining the economic 
foundation of the NATO military/political 
alliance. Meanwhile, the PR spin of the 
Singapore tête-à-tête is already wearing 
thin, and next month’s NATO summit could 
end up concluding on a note as sour as Mr. 
Trump’s participation in the June meeting 
of G-7 heads of state in Canada (see Eurasia 
Daily Monitor, June 14). A successful sum-
mit in Helsinki would thus be timely to 
counteract the political fallout from the 
trade war with allies. In Singapore, after 
signing a vague declaration with Mr. Kim, 
Mr. Trump tweeted that North Korea was 
no longer a threat: “Sleep well tonight!” 
Another declaration is now being worked 
out for Helsinki.

In Russia, diplomats and officials are 
extremely cautious. Though expressing 
some hope the Helsinki summit may bring 
progress, they also generally doubt there 
will be a “breakthrough.” Mr. Trump is seen 
as too weak, still undermined in his Russia 
policy by the Washington establishment 
and the Robert Mueller investigation. As 
such, it is believed he is unable to give 

Moscow the “compromise” it desires – a 
free hand in Syria to wipe out the opposi-
tion and a recognition of Russian special 
rights and influence in Ukraine and other 
post-Soviet territories. It is believed Mr. 
Trump “has recently become stronger” in 
Washington, but likely still not enough to 
deliver a “breakthrough” (Interfax, June 
28). In Kyiv, there is fear a Trump-Putin 
summit – even if it does not deliver the 
“package agreement” on delimitation of 
spheres of interests that Moscow desires – 
may undermine the morale of those in 
Ukraine and other countries in Europe’s 
East that rely on the U.S. (newsru, June 28).

Meanwhile, in Daraa, a province in 
southwestern Syria, forces loyal to Bashar 
al-Assad have begun a major offensive, with 
massive bombing and with Russian aerial 
support, inside a ceasefire or “deconfliction 
zone” that was guaranteed by Russia, the 
U.S. and Jordan. As the offensive progresses, 
reports of casualties and a major exodus of 
refugees have been multiplying. Damascus 
claims it is hitting “terrorists and illegal 
armed formations,” inflicting heavy casual-
ties (Militarynews.ru, June 26). Washington 
has repeatedly warned Moscow and 
Damascus there “will be consequences” if 
violations of the southern deconfliction 
zone continue; but so far, the U.S. has not 
acted on those warnings (Militarynews.ru, 
June 22).

 If the offensive in southern Syria contin-
ues unrestrained ahead of the Helsinki 
summit, and especially after the meeting, 
many in Europe and Russia will assume 
some semblance of a new “Helsinki pact” is 
indeed taking form.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

 NEWS ANALYSIS

Canada to host 2019 
Ukraine Reform Conference

UCC
OTTAWA – The Ukrainian Canadian Congress (UCC) has 

welcomed the announcement that Canada will host the next 
Ukraine Reform Conference, which is scheduled for 2019.

The announcement was made on June 27 by Canada’s 
Minister of Global Affairs Chrystia Freeland at the 2018 
Ukraine Reform Conference, hosted by Denmark in 
Copenhagen.

Minister Freeland stated, “I am delighted to announce 
that Canada will host the Ukraine Reform Conference next 
year. This is an unprecedented opportunity for Canada to 
convene international partners and advance our unwaver-
ing commitment to Ukraine. Together, we can build the 
future that the people of Ukraine deserve and desire.”

Foreign ministers from European Union, NATO and G-7 
countries, as well as high-level international organizations 
were invited to the 2018 Conference in Copenhagen, which 
provided “a platform to bring the international community 
together with the Ukrainian government, civil society and 
private sector representatives who are committed to pro-
moting reforms in Ukraine,” the government of Denmark 
stated. The prime ministers of Ukraine and Denmark 
opened the conference.

“Following the successes of the last two Ukraine Reform 
Conferences – in the U.K. in 2017 and in Denmark this year 
– we are pleased that Canada will host next year’s confer-
ence,” stated Paul Grod, national president of the UCC. “The 
conference is an occasion to continue to build support for 
Ukraine’s wide-ranging and transformative reform efforts, 
undertaken as Ukraine defends itself from Russia’s aggres-
sion. The UCC looks forward to working closely with the 
government of Canada and other stakeholders to ensure 
that the views and concerns of the Ukrainian Canadian com-
munity are well-represented at the conference.”

RFE/RL

EU foreign policy chief Federica Mogherini has called 
on Ukraine to continue on its path to reform, despite 
what she called the “huge challenges” posed by Russia’s 
involvement in the conflict in eastern Ukraine and its 
annexation of Crimea.

“If we are here today, it is to clearly say that we stand 
by Ukraine, by its people, by its government, to support 
the reforms already done,” Ms. Mogherini told the 
Ukraine Reform Conference in Copenhagen on June 27.

Ms. Mogherini said she was “impressed by the deter-
mination and the energy” with which Prime Minister 
Volodymyr Groysman and the Ukrainian government 
are “pushing for reforms, especially on anticorruption.” 

But she insisted that “more reforms are needed now.” 
Ms. Mogherini praised Ukraine’s plan to establish an 

independent anti-corruption court, saying that once the 
court is fully established, “Ukraine will have the possi-
bility to live up to the standards recommended by the 
Venice Commission,” a group of independent experts in 
constitutional law.

“We all know that reforms are not taking place in a 
void. The challenges are huge,” she also said, citing the 
“illegal annexation” of Ukraine’s Crimea region by Russia 
in March 2014 and the conflict between Ukrainian gov-
ernment forces and Russia-backed separatists in eastern 
Ukraine that has killed more than 10,300 people since 
April 2014.

 “The European Union has always underlined Russia’s 
responsibility in this and we keep supporting Ukraine’s 
sovereignty, territorial integrity, and independence in a 
united and decisive manner,” Ms. Mogherini added.

The EU official said Ukraine and the bloc have “never 
been closer than today,” pointing out the “biggest sup-
port package in our history.” 

The EU has pledged a 13 billion euro ($15 billion) 
package to “support the reform process” in Ukraine and 
help the country cover its external financing needs.

Ms. Mogherini also said that the Association 
Agreement between the European Union and Ukraine 
put into effect last year is the “most ambitious” the bloc 
has ever developed with a partner country.

Speaking at the Copenhagen conference, U.S. Deputy 
Secretary of State John Sullivan reinforced the impor-
tance of the Ukrainian government adhering to require-
ments set by the International Monetary Fund (IMF) for 
further financial assistance from the international organi-
zation, according to a statement released after the event.

The brief statement did not cite specific requirements, 
but in the past the United States and IMF have urged Kyiv 
to push for reforms, including the crackdown on corrup-
tion, to secure additional loans. Reforms targeting the 
health-care and pension systems, decentralization and 
public administration have also been cited.

Mr. Sullivan also reiterated U.S. opposition to Nord 
Stream 2, a planned natural-gas pipeline that is to run 
from Russia to Germany through the Baltic Sea, bypass-
ing Ukraine.

Nord Stream 2 would double the existing Nord 
Stream pipeline’s annual capacity. But critics argue it 
will increase dependence on Russia and enrich its state-
owned energy companies at a time when Moscow 
stands accused of endangering European security.

EU’s Mogherini urges Ukraine  
to implement more reforms ‘now’

(Continued on page 15)
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Ivan Drach, renowned writer,
and first leader of Rukh, 81

 OBITUARIES

UCC announces Defenders of Ukraine grant recipients
UCC

KYIV – The Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress (UCC) and Canada Ukraine 
Foundation (CUF) on June 14 announced 
the successful grant recipients from the 
Defenders of Ukraine Fund. The projects 
were selected based upon their efficacy to 
assist war veterans who bravely defend 
their country against Russia’s ongoing mili-
tary aggression in Ukraine. 

A total of $100,000 will be distributed 
among four projects, to be used for the 
rehabilitation and benefit of Ukraine’s 
wounded soldiers and veterans. The suc-
cessful recipients are:

• Ukrainian Social Academy for “Boots to 
Business” entrepreneurship training pro-
gram for veterans;

• Donbas ATO Veterans Union, Center 
Poruch for psychological support of veter-
ans and their families;

• Veterans House for ATO veterans pro-
viding temporary shelter and rehabilitation 
programs; and

• Pobratymy and Dopomoha Ukraini, 
“Training in Overcoming Combat Shock 
Trauma and Preventing PTSD for Veterans.”

More than 80 applications were received 
and reviewed by an independent panel of 
jurors and advisors representing donors, 
medical professionals, community leaders 
and war veterans. They were focused on 

projects that will be most beneficial for 
Ukraine’s wounded soldiers and veterans. 

The fund was established thanks to the 
generous support of donors and partici-
pants in the UCC’s gala reception in honor 

of Ukraine’s Invictus Team, which was 
attended by Team Ukraine, President Petro 
Poroshenko of Ukraine, Prime Minister 
Justin Trudeau of Canada, dozens of minis-
ters and other dignitaries from Canada and 
Ukraine, and several hundred guests at the 
Liberty Grand in Toronto on September 22, 
2017.

“Thanks to the generous support of 
donors, participants and volunteers during 
the gala reception for Invictus Team 
Ukraine, the UCC and CUF will be able to 
support projects that provide meaningful 
and lasting benefit to Ukraine’s wounded 
soldiers and veterans,” stated Mr. Grod. “As 
Russia continues to wage war on Ukraine, 
we have a duty to support the defenders of 
Ukraine. The UCC is honored to help these 
brave men and women, who are an inspira-
tion to us all.”

“The Defenders of Ukraine Fund will pro-
vide meaningful support to vital projects 
that are assisting wounded warriors in 
Ukraine,” stated Victor Hetmanczuk, presi-
dent of the Canada-Ukraine Foundation. “We 
were pleased to see so many applications 
from organizations doing excellent work in 
support of Ukraine’s brave war veterans.”

At the announcement of the Defenders of Ukraine grants (from left) are: Artem 
Denysov (Pobratymy), Ihor Chernetsky (Veterans House for ATO Participants), 
Volodymyr Babych (Donbas ATO Veterans Union), Ukraine’s Deputy Prime Minister 
of European and Euro-Atlantic Integration Ivanna Klympush-Tsintsandse, Ukrainian 
Canadian Congress National President Paul Grod, Vadym Svyrydenko (Ukrainian 
president’s commissioner for rehabilitation of ATO participants) and Petro Darmoris 

(Ukrainian Social Academy).

UCC

Ivan Drach

Lev Lukianenko, Soviet political prisoner,
co-founder of Ukrainian Helsinki Group, 89 

Lev Lukianenko, a Ukrainian dissident 
who spent 27 years in Soviet prisons, labor 
camps and exile, was a founding member of 
the Ukrainian Helsinki Group and a co-
author of Ukraine’s 1991 declaration of inde-
pendence, died on July 7 in Kyiv. He was 89.

“Death has robbed us of Levko 
Lukianenko, a living symbol of the invincibil-
ity of the Ukrainian spirit and one of those 
who gained us independence in the 20th 
century,” President Petro Poroshenko wrote 
on Facebook on July 7.

Prime Minister Volodymyr Groysman 
said of Mr. Lukianenko: “this man has spent 
his whole life serving Ukraine, fighting for 
freedom and independence.”

Mr. Lukianenko became one of the sym-
bols of Ukraine’s independence, and he 
helped write the Act of Declaration of the 
Independence of Ukraine (dated August 24, 
1991). He was also independent Ukraine’s 
first ambassador to Canada in 1992-1993.

Soviet authorities had sentenced the jurist 
and writer to death by firing squad “for anti-
Soviet propaganda” in 1961 for his advocacy 
of Ukraine’s secession from the USSR, a right 
guaranteed by the Soviet Constitution. The 
sentence was later commuted to 15 years in 
prison.  

Shortly afterwards Mr. Lukianenko 
became a co-founder of the Ukrainian 
Helsinki Group, which announced its forma-
tion on November 9, 1976. In 1977 he was 
sentenced to 10 years in prison and five 
years in exile for “anti-Soviet agitation and 
propaganda.” He was released only in 1988, 
one of the last Soviet political prisoners 
freed during Soviet leader Mikhail 
Gorbachev’s period of perestroika.

He was active in the Ukrainian Helsinki 
Union (which evolved from the Ukrainian 
Helsinki Group), became the head of the 
Ukrainian Republican Party and was elected 
to the Verkhovna Rada in 1990 and for three 
more terms thereafter. He received the coun-
try’s highest honor, the Hero of Ukraine 
award, in 2005 and the Taras Shevchenko 
National Prize in 2016.

The funeral liturgy was offered on July 
10 at St. Volodymyr Cathedral by Patriarch 
Filaret of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church – 
Kyiv Patriarchate. Burial was at the Baikove 
Cemetery.

Based on reporting by RFE/RL’s 
Ukrainian Ser vice ,  AFP and 112 
International, as well as information from 
the Kharkiv Human Rights Protection Group.

Lev Lukianenko
RadioSvoboda.org

Ivan Drach, a noted Ukrainian writer 
who was at the forefront of the Ukrainian 
l i terary revival  init iated by the 
Shestydesiatnyky and the first leader of 
Rukh, the National Movement of Ukraine, 
died on June 19 at the age of 81. Sources in 
Kyiv said he passed away in Feofaniya 
Hospital, after a serious illness.

Ivan Drach was born on October 17, 
1936, in Telizhentsi, Kyiv region. He began 
his creative work during the period of the 
Khrushchev Thaw. He made his debut in 
1961, when his poem-tragedy “Knife in the 
Sun” was published in a Kyiv literary news-
paper. He was a member of the Writers’ 
Union of Ukraine and worked on the edito-
rial staffs of Literaturna Ukraina and 
Vitchyzna, as well as at Dovzhenko Film 
Studio.

He was known also as a scriptwriter, 

playwright and literary critic. His liter-
ary works, popular both in Ukraine and 
abroad, were translated into many languag-
es of the world.

Mr. Drach was known for his activity in 
the Ukrainian dissident movement of the 
1960s-1990s. As head of the Kyiv organiza-
tion of the Writers’ Union of Ukraine, he 
was instrumental in forging the coalition 
that created the National Movement of 
Ukraine and was elected its first chairman 
in September 1989. From February 28 to 
December 4, 1992, he was co-chairman of 
Rukh with Vyacheslav Chornovil and 
Mykhailo Horyn. 

He was elected as a national deputy of 
Ukraine in 1990 and again in 1998 and 
2002, and became the head of the 
Ukrainian World Coordinating Council at 
its founding convention in 1992. 

Mr. Drach was recognized as a Hero of 
Ukraine in 2006 for his “selfless service to 
the Ukrainian people, which he performed 
through poetry, standing for the ideas of 
freedom and democracy.” He was also a lau-
reate of the Taras Shevchenko National 
Prize.

In keeping with his last wishes, Mr. 
Drach was buried in his native village, next 
to the grave of his son, Maksym. Surviving 
are his wife, Mariya, and daughter, 
Maryana, a journalist for the Ukrainian ser-
vice of Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty.

Many Ukrainian politicians, including 
President Petro Poroshenko and Prime 
Minister Volodymyr Groysman, came to bid 
him farewell at St. Volodymyr Cathedral in 
Kyiv.

“Today is a very hard day. Ukraine bids 
farewell to its great son Ivan Drach, …a 
thinker, philosopher, poet, soul of our peo-
ple, …the first chairman of the Narodnyi 
Rukh political force that created our inde-
pendence,” Mr. Poroshenko said after the 
ceremony.

Sources: Ukrinform, 112.UA International, 
Encyclopedia of Ukraine

Maryana Drach
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ticians, this is transformed into the stuff of politics. Thus, 
we see the Ukrainian government still looking for ways out 
of honoring agreements with the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) to raise the price of gas for households to equal 
the higher price for industry, which is one of the key 
requirements for receiving a new tranche from the IMF.

You would think that the war waged in eastern Ukraine by 
Russia behind the shield of so-called “separatists” and the 
casualties and damage it continues to inflict should be atop 
the list of concern. For some, it undoubtedly is, but it seems 
that for the majority, unless their sons are involved and are in 
danger, the business of defending the country is left to genu-
ine patriots, whether volunteers or contracted soldiers. 
Tears are shed for the fallen, but life in the capital’s cafes, 
bars and nightclubs goes on as if the war and its daily 
destruction of Ukrainian lives and assets is not really hap-
pening.

The younger generation – not only students, but young 
professionals and better-educated workers – exposed 
through social media, travel and education more directly to 
the outside world and the complexities of modern civiliza-
tion, seem to have a clearer idea of what is wrong and what 
is missing. But here there is a strong sense of frustration of 
being confronted by a largely unaccommodating system 
that is still in many ways conservative and resistant to 
deep-rooted change, modern ways, transparency, merit 
and professionalism. The effect either galvanizes and radi-
calizes those who are committed to effecting change, alien-
ates many from politics and encourages them to live for the 
day and simply make the best of it (grab what you can – as 
per the oligarchic ethos), or encourages them to get out 
and seek brighter futures elsewhere. Hence the brain drain 
and the continuing hemorrhaging of Ukraine’s most skilled 
and enterprising labor force.

Yes, there are those who stay and do reasonably well – 
say in Ukraine’s flourishing young IT industry, or devote 
themselves to civic activism in numerous NGOS that are a 
hallmark of Ukraine’s vibrant, though not necessarily yet 
fully effective, civil society. And, for the poorer ones, espe-
cially migrants to the capital, or the disenfranchised and 
uprooted internally displaced persons, life remains tough, 
unfair and often demeaning. Understandably, increased 
crime, insecurity, drunkenness, prostitution, begging and 
vagrancy are the other side to the semblance of normalcy 
that the café terraces in the center of Kyiv suggest.

In such conditions, with it being no secret that for all the 
emphasis on democratic transformation and moderniza-
tion, the country still continues to be run by a small group 
of self-absorbed tycoons, business interests, and a shady 
oligarcho-political cartel. 

How then to keep interest and hopes raised, promote 
patriotism, national pride, a sense of belonging and inclu-
siveness – the stuff on which healthy democratic societies 

are based? And how to do this when at home there is still 
such a mess and so much uncertainty, and especially when 
a war against Ukraine is being waged, not only on the bat-
tlefield but through disinformation, fake news and provo-
cations? And all this comes at a time when many of our 
external friends and supporters seem to be tiring of us 
because of the remaining gap between commitments and 
deeds.

On the level of the political class – it does not deserve to 
be described as the “elite” – these are trying days during 
which the battle (linked with the forthcoming elections) 
for influence, resources and positioning has been intensify-
ing. And this has been happening against the backdrop of 
very strong pressure from Ukraine’s creditors and support-
ers in the IMF, the World Bank, the European Union and 
others linking further financial assistance to delivery in the 
areas of reform and curbing corruption.

For the president and the government it has been essen-
tial to ensure a further, delayed, tranche of close to $2 bil-
lion (U.S.) and additional support from the EU, the World 
Bank, etc. President Poroshenko, for all his eloquence and 
charm abroad, has shown signs of being irked by this con-
ditionality, which impacts directly on his own dual role as 
president and therefore guarantor of the Constitution and 
of the victories supposedly won by the Revolution of 
Dignity, but also as a businessman and oligarch, de facto 
balancing the interests and influences of his fellow finan-
cial powermongers.

Rather reluctantly, as was so apparent, the presidential 
coalition in the Verkhovna Rada recently appeared to give 
way on the key issue of the establishment of an indepen-
dent anti-corruption court. Even so, at the last minute 
changes were introduced that would undo the impact of 
this decision and this has undermined confidence both 
internally and domestically. Still more recently, this coali-
tion has remained divided on the long-overdue replace-
ment of the members of the Central Electoral Commission 
dating, unbelievably, from the era of Viktor Yanukovych. 
And, with elections approaching, the critical question of 
electoral reform to open up the system keeps being post-
poned, presumably to be added to parliament’s agenda 
surreptitiously at the last minute in a form acceptable to 
the power mongers. 

Briefly, about the elections. The presidential ones have 
to be held by March 2019 and the parliamentary ones by 
the following October. Opinion polls have consistently been 
showing the old political veteran Yulia Tymoshenko in the 
lead, and President Poroshenko, embarrassingly, trailing 
considerably behind. Other contenders include representa-
tives associated with the discredited former Party of 
Regions, popular singers and actors apparently supported 
by undeclared financial forces, the maverick radical Oleh 
Liashko, and the former Minister of Defense Anatolii 
Hrytsenko. 

The mud-slinging and underhanded campaigns of deni-
grating political opponents has already begun. Ms. 
Tymoshenko in recent days, for example, has been at pains 

to fend off accusations that she is a secret ally of Vladimir 
Putin and will sell out Ukraine. 

But the average man and woman on the street watching 
all this are not inspired. Will the system and the country 
change even if Mr. Poroshenko, who had represented the 
hopes of so many as the best of what was available, is 
replaced, or will the inertia of the conservative vested 
interests and doing things as we used to prevail so that we 
end up with more of the same, with perhaps different 
names in the key positions? Many say better stick with the 
devil we know rather than risk at this challenging time to 
elect someone else to the helm. Supporters of Ms. 
Tymoshenko, even those not enamored of her, see her as 
the only realistic hope at this stage to begin dismantling 
the entrenched oligarchic and self-serving structures, to 
thereby open up the system and pave the way for other 
reform-minded and capable patriots to take over. 

Which leaves the external aspect. In this regard, these 
have busy, intensive and productive days. Pressure from 
the IMF, the World Bank and the EU has been having an 
impact. Conditionality from them remains an important 
driving force, if not the key one, behind the reform process. 
The EU has just agreed to grant Ukraine a further 1 billion 
euros of macro-financial assistance, but has insisted on 
substantial progress in reform.

On July 11 in Brussels the latest EU-Ukraine summit was 
held. EU leaders recognized “significant progress” in 
Ukrainian reforms, “notably in the areas of health and pen-
sions, and good progress on structural reforms in the field 
of decentralization and public administration, as well as in 
public procurement and environmental reforms.” They also 
welcomed “the adoption of the law on privatization and 
efforts for improved governance and transparency of state-
owned enterprises, and progress made on the law on 
national security.” 

They stressed, however, that they want to see an accel-
eration of the pace of reform and particularly the battle 
against corruption. Importantly, the EU leaders acknowl-
edged the European aspirations of Ukraine and welcomed 
its European choice, as stated in the EU-Ukraine 
Association Agreement. 

While efforts continue to ensure the reforms in 
Parliament needed for the next tranche from the IMF, 
attention has also been focused on the NATO summit on 
June 11-13, and the forthcoming meeting on July 16 
between U.S. President Donald Trump and his Russian 
counterpart, Vladimir Putin. There was general nervous-
ness that Ukraine might be used as a bargaining chip in 
new geopolitical deals between Messrs. Trump and Putin. 
But the American president’s preliminary statements at 
the NATO summit strongly opposing the controversial 
Russo-German Nord Stream-2 gas pipeline with its nega-
tive implications for Ukraine and Europe generally tempo-
rarily settled some nerves. Stay tuned.

Bohdan Nahaylo, journalist, veteran Ukraine watcher and 
former U.N. official, is currently based in Kyiv.

must maintain sanctions on Russia.”
 “As President Trump embarks on an 

increasingly delicate trip, we are introduc-
ing this resolution to reaffirm a unified and 
enduring opposition to Russia’s illegal 
occupation of Crimea. Our country should 
never recognize this aggression and should 
increase sanctions on Russia until Crimea is 
returned to Ukrainian control,” said Sen. 
Menendez, who himself was personally 
sanctioned by Mr. Putin for his continuing 
efforts to hold the Russian president 
accountable for his actions. “The American 
people and our allies expect the president 
to fully defend our democracy and our 
national security; that includes support for 
our friends in Ukraine who strive simply 
for their sovereignty and territorial integri-
ty of the country.”

The Portman-Menendez resolution was 
co-sponsored by Sens. Pat Toomey (R-Pa.), 
Dick Durbin (D-Ill.), Marco Rubio (R-Fla.), 
Chris Coons (D-Del.), Johnny Isakson 
(R-Ga.), Ed Markey (D-Mass.), Ben Cardin 
(D-Md. and Sherrod Brown (D-Ohio).

 
Source: U.S. Senate, Offices of Sens. Rob 

Portman and Bob Menendez.

BRUSSELS – In a joint press briefing (seen 
on the photo on the left) on July 12 with NATO 
Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg, Ukraine’s 
President Petro Poroshenko emphasized that 
integration with the European Union and NATO 
is a foreign-policy priority of Ukraine. “This civ-
ilizational choice is strongly supported by the 
Ukrainian nation. That is why I have the intention 
to fix this strategic course in the Constitution of 
Ukraine,” said Mr. Poroshenko. He also noted 
that Ukraine’s meeting with allies during the 
NATO summit marks the 10th anniversary of the 
Bucharest Summit, when Ukraine and Georgia 
received a commitment regarding NATO mem-
bership in the future. “We believe that the alli-
ance’s door will remain open and Ukraine, which 
shares NATO’s common values, will become an 
ally when we will be ready.” Also during the joint 
briefing, Mr. Stoltenberg emphasized: “NATO is 
firm in our support for Ukraine’s sovereignty and 
territorial integrity. We strongly condemn Russia’s 
illegal annexation of Crimea. In eastern Ukraine, 
the situation remains serious with repeated viola-
tions of the ceasefire and human rights everyday.” 

– Presidential Administration of Ukraine

(Continued from page 1)

U.S. senators...

(Continued from page 1)

Summertime in Ukraine...

At NATO summit, Poroshenko speaks
about Ukraine’s “civilizational choice”
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Two recent deaths in Ukraine are immeasurable losses for the Ukrainian nation. 
Ivan Drach, who died on June 19 after a serious illness, and Lev Lukianenko, who 
passed away on July 7 after a long illness, were both recipients of Ukraine’s highest 
honor, the Hero of Ukraine award. And for good reason.

A leading member of the “Shestydesiatnyky,” the writers of the 1960s who 
became the voice of Ukraine at a time when it was still under Soviet domination, 
Ivan Drach was an active participant of the Ukrainian dissident movement. He later 
became the first leader of Rukh, the National Movement of Ukraine. Mr. Drach was 
recognized in 2006 as a Hero of Ukraine for his “selfless service to the Ukrainian 
people, which he performed through poetry, standing for the ideas of freedom and 
democracy.” 

The Ukrainian World Congress remembered Mr. Drach as “a strong Ukrainian 
patriot who, with his passionate, poetic words and tireless work fought for Ukraine’s 
independence and contributed to its development as a democratic, independent 
European state.” President Petro Poroshenko called him “a thinker, philosopher, 
poet, soul of our people” and said “his greatest and most valuable work… was called 
The Independence of Ukraine.”

Perhaps it was fate that Levko Lukianenko’s birthday was August 24 – he was 
born in the Chernihiv region village of Khrypivka on August 24, 1928. Sixty-three 
years later, on August 24, 1991, this jurist became one of the authors of the historic 
Act of Declaration of the Independence of Ukraine. But Mr. Lukianenko’s battle for 
Ukraine’s independence had begun long before that. In 1959 he was one of the 
founders of the Ukrainian Union of Workers and Peasants, an underground party 
that espoused Ukraine’s right to secede from the USSR. In 1976 he became one of 
the founding members of the Ukrainian Public Group to Promote the 
Implementation of the Helsinki Accords (known for short as the Ukrainian Helsinki 
Group), which defended human and national rights. Mr. Lukianenko paid dearly for 
his membership in both groups, serving 27 years in Soviet prisons, camps and exile. 

Mr. Lukianenko was proclaimed a Hero of Ukraine in 2005 in recognition of “his 
civic valor, selfless dedication in championing the ideals of freedom and democracy, 
and meritorious contribution to the building and development of the Ukrainian 
state.” Ukraine’s Prime Minister Volodymyr Groysman underscored in a post on 
Facebook that Mr. Lukianenko “spent his whole life serving Ukraine, fighting for free-
dom and independence.” Also on Facebook, President Petro Poroshenko described 
him as “a living symbol of the invincibility of the Ukrainian spirit and one of those 
who gained us independence in the 20th century.”

The deaths of these two exceptional Ukrainian patriots, who both continued their 
service to Ukraine as national deputies in the Verkhovna Rada and had strong ties to 
the Ukrainian diaspora – Mr. Drach as the first leader of the Ukrainian World 
Coordinating Council and Mr. Lukianenko as Ukraine’s first ambassador to Canada – 
mark the passing of an era and a generation that dreamed of and worked for an 
independent Ukraine. Their loss will be felt deeply not only in Ukraine, but through-
out the global Ukrainian community. “Vichnaya pamiat.”

The Ukrainian Weekly

Thirty-five years ago, on July 18, 1983, the White House com-
memorated Captive Nations Week with a proclamation, a cere-
mony and statements in defense of human rights.

The White House proclamation, issued by President Ronald 
Reagan, stated: “Twenty-five years ago, the United Nations 
Declaration of Human Rights proclaimed that ‘all human beings 

are born free and equal in dignity and rights.’ This reaffirmed an eternal truth that 
Thomas Jefferson in 1776 wrote into our own Declaration of Independence… Free people, 
if they are to remain free, must defend the liberty of others. As the custodians of a demo-
cratic tradition firmly established on this continent more than two centuries ago, 
Americans are deeply committed to the goal of representative government everywhere.” 

The proclamation noted that the annual Captive Nations Week is a chance to reaffirm 
U.S. commitment to the cause of liberty, “by reminding all those who are forced to live 
under the domination of foreign military power and alien ideology that the United States 
supports their aspirations for freedom, independence and national self-determination,” 
the proclamation added. “I invite the people of the United States ... to reaffirm their dedica-
tion to the ideals of freedom, which unite us and inspire others.”

President Reagan, in his remarks at the White House ceremony on July 19, stated: 
“Today, we come to show solidarity with our brothers and sisters who are captives, not 
because of crimes that they have committed but because of crimes committed against 
them by dictators and tyrants… Many governments oppress their people and abuse 
human rights. We must oppose this injustice. But only one so-called revolution puts itself 
above God, insists on total control over the people’s lives, and is driven by the desire to 
seize more and more lands. As we mark this 25th observance of Captive Nations Week, I 
have one question for those rulers: If communism is the wave of the future, why do you 
still need walls to keep people in, and armies of secret police to keep them quiet?” 

“Now some believe that we must muffle our voices for the cause of peace. I disagree. 
Peace is made or broken, with deeds, not words… Rather than seek temporary, partisan 
advantage, let us work together for the future of mankind. We must not waver in our 
request for genuine peace and cooperation. We must keep our military strong to deter 
aggression. And we will never shrink from speaking the truth,” President Reagan concluded.

Source: “Captive Nations Week addresses by President Ronald Reagan,” The Ukrainian 
Weekly, July 31, 1983.

July
18
1983

Turning the pages back...

by Paul Goble

In 1991, Russian liberals successfully 
defeated communism, but they failed to 
understand that they needed to defeat a far 
more deeply rooted problem: the imperialism 
that had informed Russia and then the Soviet 
Union for centuries. And as a result, that 
imperialism has proved remarkably alive to 
this day, Viktor Shenderovich says.

In his essay in the June 26 issue of 
Nezavisimaya Gazeta, the Moscow writer 
does not stress, but he could very well have 
observed, that far too many Western leaders 
assumed that the victory over communism 
was sufficient – “the end of history,” some 
called it – to put Russia on the path to civiliza-
t i o n a l  g r e a t n e s s  ( n g . r u / s t s e n a -
rii/2018-06-26/9_7252_between.html).

This failure to understand what was at 
stake and what was necessary, Mr. Shende-
rovich continues, has come back to haunt 
Russia and the world, and will continue to do 
so until it is addressed. That requires, he 
argues, that everyone understand the funda-
mental differences between civilizations and 
empires.

Russia reached its apogee as a civilization 
in the 18th and 19th centuries when its intel-
lectuals became Europeans, but it reached its 
height as an empire only in the middle of the 
20th century when the Soviet Union dominat-
ed half the world. Unfortunately, in Russia’s 
case, this imperial tradition predominated 
and predominates over the civilizational one.

 “In present-day Russia,” he suggests, 
“there are two Russias which have almost 
nothing in common.” There is one that is tra-
ditionally oriented toward European values; 
and there is a second that remains mired “in a 
feudal-imperial consciousness. Empire and 
civilization [in Russia’s case] clash over the 
space of time,” with the empire winning now.

It doesn’t have to be that way, Mr. Shende-
rovich continues. “In England, civilization tri-
umphed.” It has demonstrated that a strong 
civilization can “survive a great empire,” 
retaining only “decorative” elements of the 
latter, and that by sacrificing the empire, it 
gains the possibility for moving forward.

Russia acquired a European civilization in 
the 18th century, and it had a communist civi-
lization for about two decades. But after each 
of these breakthroughs, it retreated into its 
imperial nature, seeking to conquer others 
and justifying authoritarianism in the name of 
that expansion.

Today, some do not understand this, Mr. 
Shenderovich says, because “the Putin empire 
trades in images of a dead civilization” just as 
some modern Greeks take pride in Socrates 
and the School of Athens to which they are 
only connected in the most indirect way.

According to the Moscow writer, “the 
majority of Russians sincerely consider them-
selves part of the civilization that gave the 
world Leo Tolstoy… Our dominant gene is 
imperial and not civilizational.” And that 
explains the success Vladimir Putin has 
enjoyed. As some have noted, he is “an out-
standing politician of the 19th century” who 

confuses the acquisition of territory with 
greatness.”

As Mr. Shenderovich points out, “the 
United States over the course of the entire 
20th century did not add one square meter to 
its territory. Civilization spread the influence 
of Silicon Valley! And Russian civilization has, 
or more correctly had, enormous possibilities 
to do the same.” But it did not make use of 
them.

Instead, “Putin like his predecessors, 
remembered about ‘the Russian world’ only 
in connection with the imperial theme.” That 
isn’t surprising because “the theme of the 
defense of civilization contradicted the impe-
rial theme.” As Vasily Klyuchevsky observed, 
Russians are like gypsies who find it easier to 
settle new territories than to develop old 
ones.

Or as Aleksandr Herzen put it, “the state is 
situated in Russia like an army of occupation.” 
And as in most occupations, most people 
adapt and go along, supporting whoever is in 
power, tsar, commissar or president, especial-
ly if those in power can provide a better life 
because of the accident of a rise in the price of 
oil.

In 1991, it appeared that Russia was about 
to break out of its imperial past, but it didn’t 
because the price of oil didn’t support Yegor 
Gaidar as it later propped up Mr. Putin.  
Instead, Russians cursed the wild 1990s and 
celebrated the Putin oil boom – a pattern that 
has happened all too often in Russian history.

Mr. Shenderovich recalls the comment of 
one historian that “Russian civilization did 
not defeat the Tatars but only took over the 
instruments the Tatars had used. Today’s 
Putin federalism is just the same yasak, or col-
lection of tribune, from the lands,” as the Tatar 
khanate collected almost a millennium ago.

Moreover, Russian rulers used the threat of 
retribution from the masses to keep most of 
the intellectuals in line – and Mr. Putin contin-
ues to do so to this day.  Having been success-
ful at that, for Mr. Putin’s regime, “the return 
to the imperial theme was almost pre-deter-
mined. A decade of Russian freedom which 
did not produce a breakthrough came to an 
end.”

Another feature of this imperial rather 
than civilizational definition of the state is its 
constant participation in “unending” or 
“incomplete” reforms. That too is “a Russian 
tradition,” Mr. Shenderovich notes. Had any 
reforms been carried through to the end, the 
outcome would have been different: civiliza-
tion would have won and the empire would 
have lost. But that didn’t happen.

Russian liberalism failed and its support 
from abroad failed as well, Mr. Shenderovich 
says.  “After September 11, 2001, the U.S. 
focused all of its attention in the Taliban-Iran 
direction.” Mr. Putin understood this and met 
it in a way that served his interests. He pro-
vided the U.S. with a way to get arms to 
Afghanistan, and the West did what he hoped.

For that Russian support, he says, 
“American forgave Putin for everything – the 
suppression of NTV, the arrest of [Mikhail] 
Khodorkovsky and the falsification” of elec-
tions.  That ended with Mr. Putin’s invasion of 
Ukraine and his Anschluss of Crimea; but his 
degradation of the population meant that the 
party of television continues to defeat the 
party of the refrigerator.

That won’t last forever, Mr. Shenderovich 
concludes.  “Any narcotic sooner or later 
enters into the strongest conflict with the real 
needs of the organism.” How long that will 
take is far from clear, but even Russia can’t 
escape from the laws of history. If it tries, it 
will only fall further and further behind.

Russia and West defeated communism
in 1991, but not Russian imperialism

The passing of an era

 WINDOW ON EURASIA

Paul Goble is a long-time specialist on 
ethnic and religious questions in Eurasia 
who has served in various capacities in the 
U.S. State Department, the Central 
Intelligence Agency and the International 
Broadcasting Bureau, as well as at the Voice 
of America and Radio Free Europe/Radio 
Liberty and the Carnegie Endowment for 
International Peace. The article above is 
reprinted with permission from his blog 
called “Window on Eurasia” (http://windo-
woneurasia2.blogspot.com/).
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 OSCE SPECIAL SESSION

Part I
Where were you 50 years ago? This is 

chiefly a question for baby-boomers, who 
have largely determined the course of the 
United States since the 1990s and are now 
gradually leaving active public and private 
life, but for whom 1967-1969 were forma-
tive years. In a way, the answer to this 
question provides a key to the social, politi-
cal, and cultural condition of contemporary 
America. That includes our Ukrainian dias-
pora, and even its relations with Ukraine.

What happened in the late 1960s? Was 
it all about peace and love? 

Not exactly. At New York’s Columbia 
College in April 1968, a peaceful black stu-
dents’ protest against a planned gymnasi-
um at the edge of Harlem ceased once their 
demands were met. But the so-called 
Students for a Democratic Society had a 
more ambitious agenda: as Marxists, they 
sought confrontation in order to provoke 
revolution. A conversation with an irate 
New Jersey bus driver during the following 
year disabused me of any illusions that stu-
dents could represent the interests of 
workers. In May, coddled Parisian students 
protested against authority, hierarchy, the 
older generation, and so on. The workers, 
who had real grievances, did not join this 
imaginary revolution, which in the words 
of Jean-Paul Sartre’s former assistant Jean 
Cau saw “the sons of the bourgeois throw 
cobblestones at the sons of proletarians.” 

Because of the Vietnam war, peace was a 
prime issue in the United States. Vietnam 
may have been the first “hybrid war.” With 
ample logistical support from the USSR and 
China, a militarized Communist North was 
determined to take over a weak, corrupt, 
quasi-democratic South, with the help of a 
highly motivated fifth column and regard-
less of human cost. The U.S. – half-hearted, 
indecisive, ignorant of Vietnamese society 
and culture or the nature of the conflict – 
intervened with unsuitable tactics and 
inconsistent strategy. Vietnam showed that 
a small country could coordinate military 
with diplomatic action and a worldwide 
propaganda campaign to defeat both the 
United States and its client. Thus, while the 
Tet offensive of January 1968 was a mili-
tary disaster for the Communists, by help-
ing turn American public opinion against 
the war effort it was a public relations tri-
umph. (Thought experiment: if America 
intervened in the Donbas, would you pro-
test? The analogy is imperfect, of course, 
but the question is worth asking.)

Once a truce was signed in January 1973, 
our baby boomers could return to their pro-
gram of “sex, drugs and rock ‘n’ roll.” 
Meanwhile – and predictably – North Vietnam 
broke the truce, sacked Saigon, and instituted a 
system of prisons and re-education camps that 
one historian has called the “Vietnamese 
Gulag.” The war had taken over 58,000 
American lives. But it was chiefly a tragedy for 
the Vietnamese people: roughly one in seven 
(according to Vietnamese statistics) became a 
casualty – whether at the hands of the North 
Vietnamese, the South Vietnamese, the 
American army, or the Viet Cong (JAS Grenville, 
“A History of the World in the Twentieth 
Century,” Vol. 2 (1997), Chapter 63).

Perhaps North Vietnam’s greatest suc-
cess was in recruiting American students – 

like students everywhere, superficial in 
their thinking, easily outraged and thus eas-
ily manipulated – to their side. True, there 
were principled pacifists who opposed war 
as such. But peace, like war, requires the 
consent of both parties. To my mind, the 
campus protests were not genuinely against 
war in general, nor against the war in 
Vietnam, but against U.S. participation in 
that war. This meant that objectively, they 
aided the North Vietnamese war effort. A 
principled anti-war position, I reasoned, 
would have required one to protest also 
against the North Vietnamese invasion, not 
to mention Chinese and Soviet support. 

The real import of the anti-war move-
ment became clearer as I saw the hard Left 
co-opting it at Berkeley. I remember a par-
ticularly hysterical rally where the speaker 
called for hanging the president. My reac-
tion was similar to that of a Columbia 
College student who, having attended a 
meeting of “revolutionaries” in the spring 
of 1968, recently wrote to his alumni maga-
zine that he had “learned a lesson that an 
entire university education and a lifetime 
of reading about the incomprehensible rise 
of Nazism could never have taught me.” 
(Feedback, Columbia Magazine, spring/
summer 2018, pp. 5-6). And I would have 
agreed with my Hungarian-born school-
mate who, having experienced the failed 
1956 uprising, complained of “the untu-
tored parroting by some students of talking 
points of communism with very little famil-
iarity with its institutional evolution in 
Hungary and other countries” (id., pp. 3-4). 

The war also exposed a class divide. 
Middle-class students like me were getting 
college deferments – a polite form of draft-
dodging – while working-class men were 
dying in the jungles of Vietnam. While the 
first category included many of the off-
spring of the Third Wave of Ukrainian 
immigration, I suspect that the second, 
heavily blue-collar group included many 
descendants of our first two waves. The 
hero of the film “The Deerhunter” exempli-
fied that particular demographic. 

A decade later, on June 8, 1978, 
Alexander Solzhenitsyn, as commencement 
speaker at Harvard, declared that “mem-
bers of the U.S. anti-war movement wound 
up being involved in the betrayal of Far 
Eastern nations, in a genocide and in the 
suffering today imposed on 30 million peo-
ple there.” Indeed, the Communist victory 
had not brought peace to Southeast Asia. In 
Cambodia, a third of the population disap-
peared as Pol Pot’s Khmer Rouge mur-
dered millions in the “killing fields” 
between 1975 and 1978. Then came a 
Vietnamese invasion. 

The end of the Cold War in 1991 was a 
windfall for the baby-boomers as they took 
the reins of power. But new threats 
appeared, due in part to their shortsighted 
policies in the Middle East. In the eyes of 
some critics, the erstwhile anti-capitalist 
peaceniks have imposed uninterrupted 
violence and occupation on Afghanistan 
and Iraq largely for the benefit of a corpo-
rate elite.

So much for peace. What about love? We 
will explore that in Part 2 next month.

Fifty years of peace and love

Andrew Sorokowski can be reached at 
andrewsorokowski@gmail.com.

by Kurt Volker

Following is the text of the keynote 
address  (del ivered via Skype)  by 
Ambassador Kurt Volker, U.S. special repre-
sentative for Ukraine negotiations, to the 
Annual Security Review Conference of the 
Organization for Security and Cooperation 
in Europe on June 26 in Vienna. The text 
was posted by the U.S. Mission to the OSCE. 

Thank you very much, Thomas, it is an 
honor for me to be here.

Let me thank the Italian chairmanship 
and you personally, also, for affording me 
this opportunity to speak by video. It just 
was not possible for me to be in Vienna 
this week, given some other commitments 
last week, this week and next week. But I 
do appreciate the opportunity.

Let me also start by sending a word of 
appreciation for the work of the OSCE in 
Ukraine. Particularly Ambassador Sajdik, 
Ambassador Apakan, and the role of the 
S M M  [ S p e c i a l 
M o n i t o r i n g 
Mission] monitors. 
This is extraordi-
narily tedious, tire-
s o m e ,  d i f f i c u l t 
work. They have a 
mandate approved 
by this body – by 
every single mem-
ber state of this 
body – and yet they 
a r e  i n h i b i t e d 
severely in carrying 
out their functions 
in the occupied 
areas of eastern 
Ukraine. So, it is an 
extraordinarily dif-
ficult job that they 
are doing, and they 
do it exceptionally 
well, so we are very grateful to the OSCE 
and the monitors.

Second, I’d like to spend a little bit of 
time just to highlight the humanitarian sit-
uation that is taking place right now in 
eastern Ukraine, just a couple of hours’ 
flight from Vienna. I happened to visit 
there in May – last month – and it is a dire 
and grinding and deteriorating humani-
tarian situation. You have a situation 
where over 10,000 people have been 
killed and, according to the U.N., about a 
million and a half people have been dis-
placed. This is, to my understanding, the 
largest number of people killed in a war in 
Europe since the wars in Bosnia and 
Kosovo in the ‘90s, and this is the largest 
number of displaced people from a con-
flict in Europe, a war in Europe, since 

World War II. So, it is a grave and extensive 
crisis.

In addition to that, the lives of the peo-
ple who are there – and I did meet with 
many of them – are deteriorating with this 
conflict going on as long as it has: over 
four years now. You have 1.2 million peo-
ple living in food insecurity. You have 
severe physical challenges to their mobili-
ty and movement, including landmines 
and unexploded ordnance, and dangerous 
and restricted crossing points from that 
part of Ukraine to the rest of Ukraine. You 
have the outbreak of disease, particularly 
tuberculosis, which does not have in place 
now a reliable health-care medical system 
to deal with it. 

You have collapse of the economy in 
eastern Ukraine. You have severe environ-
mental damage, which is affected by 
everything from the closure of heavy 
industries, the flooding of mines, the 
dumping and storage of waste, including 
some radioactive waste, and this has tre-

mendous long-term 
implications for the 
health of the inhab-
itants there, includ-
ing implications for 
the water supply. 
A n d  y o u  h a v e 
severe pressure on 
the water supply 
through attacks on 
and around the 
D o n e t s k  Wa t e r 
Filtration Plant , 
which, if it were to 
s t o p  p u m p i n g 
water, would affect 
over a million peo-
ple as well. This is 
a n  i n t o l e r a b l e 
humanitarian disas-
ter for the people 

there, and deserves urgent attention and 
urgent action.

Next point, I want to echo what Thomas 
Mayr Harting said in his opening remarks, 
that the principles of the OSCE are 
extremely important, they remain valid 
and, quite honestly, if they were being 
implemented with respect to Ukraine we 
would not be seeing this humanitarian 
catastrophe that we are seeing. And I 
won’t recite all the principles of the 
Decalogue and of the Helsinki documents, 
but the key ones are the commitment not 
to change borders through the use of mili-
tary force – which Russia has done in 
Ukraine; to refrain from the threat or use 
of force – which Russia has done in 
Ukraine; the principle of non-intervention 

Ensuring security and stability in the OSCE region
in light of developments with respect to Ukraine

…the principles of 
the OSCE are ex-
tremely important, 
they remain valid 
and, quite honestly, 
if they were being 
implemented with 
respect to Ukraine 
we would not be see-
ing this humanitar-
ian catastrophe that 
we are seeing.

(Continued on page 14)

U.S. Special Representative for Ukraine Negotiations Kurt Volker’s live video address 
to the OSCE’s Annual Security Review Conference.

USOSCE/Colin Peters
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The early exit of several top football pow-
ers transformed the 2018 FIFA World Cup 
into a most unexpected event. Top-ranked 
countries like Portugal, Argentina, Germany, 
Spain and Poland were relegated from the 
competition, while host country Russia 
exceeded any and all expectations. Russia 
entered the World Cup ranked 70th, yet 
found itself among the final eight teams.

They won all but one group stage match, 
ceding the Uruguay contest but having 
already collected enough points to qualify for 
the next round. The home “underdogs” then 
managed to squeak past the 2010 World Cup 
winners, Spain, with a penalty shootout win 
before finally succumbing to Croatia on pen-
alty shots. Russia’s 27-year-old ace Denis 
Cheryshev’s goal scoring got him on the 
World Cup golden boot list.

The Russian team played with uncommon 
fitness, as when Aleksandr Golovin surged 
past Spain’s Iago Aspas for a loose ball even 
though he had played the entire game and 
Aspas had just entered as a substitute. 
Golovin led all players in distance covered, 
most sprints and top speed. A team’s best 
sprinter is rarely its best long-distance run-
ner.

These triumphant performances were 
achieved after Russia went winless in its last 
six matches before the World Cup. In 2014 at 
the World Cup in Brazil, Russia’s trek ended 
in the group stage. In the 2016 UEFA Euro 

Championship Russia again failed to exit the 
group stage after a draw and two losses. At 
the FIFA Confederation Cup in 2017, Russia 
won one match, lost two and was eliminated. 
Recent friendlies against Brazil, France and 
Austria all resulted in losses in which Russia 
failed to score more than one goal.

Even while Russia’s play on home turf in 
this year’s World Cup has elated its fans, 
many have raised serious suspicions about 
whether Russia could violate anti-doping 
rules to enhance its performance, similar to 
what was alleged at the Sochi Olympics. FIFA 
has been questioned for selecting a country 
like Russia to host the World Cup while it 
was still considered non-compliant by the 
World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA) due to 
its state-sponsored doping program.

In the McLaren Reports, published in 
December 2016, investigators found more 
than 1,000 Russian athletes in 30 sports, 
including football players, had been implicat-
ed in this state-sponsored doping program. 
The report indicated that a Russian ministry 
office told the former director of Russia’s 
anti-doping lab (Anti-Doping Center), 
Grigory Rodchenkov, to create a false positive 
for a Ukrainian athlete to serve the interests 
of Russia. False positives were intentionally 
created to take competitors down.

While Russia continues to reject all allega-
tions about the state-sponsored doping pro-
gram at the Sochi Olympics, Reuters report-

ed in early June of this year that an interna-
tional memo, signed by Deputy Sports 
Minister Natalia Parshikova on April 4, was 
sent to the staff of national training centers 
for elite athletes.

The letter stated, “The employees of train-
ing bases must notify athletes’ staff or the 
athletes themselves of the arrival of doping 
control officers at the training bases.”

When questioned about the memo, the 
Russian Sports Ministry replied that it was a 
reminder for the staff to comply with the 
requirements of international anti-doping 
legislation.

Doug MacQuarrie, chairman of the 
Institute of National Anti-Doping 
Organizations, said the letter stated the gov-
ernment was asking for a stricter anti-dop-
ing practice. In addition, he said it “serves to 
reinforce the existence of a previous deliber-
ate regime to undermine anti-doping and 
confound the sample collection process.”

The head of Canada’s WADA-accredited 
laboratory, Christiane Ayotte, said, “It sup-
ports the theory that the rules were not 
respected when anti-doping officers would 
arrive.”

After all of the insinuations, investigative 
reports and statements given by persons 
involved in the doping program, the question 
is whether the Russian football team is fair 
and clean, or if the suspicious speculations 
are valid.

There was no suggestion that the Russian 
soccer team used the Olympic sample-
swapping technique that WADA dubbed the 
“disappearing positive methodology.” WADA 
did find that positive tests were referred to 
Sports Ministry officials who decided 
whether to “save” the player by covering up 
the test. This allegedly happened for some 
eight soccer players, including defender 
Ruslan Kambolov.

FIFA’s goal: big dollars, no sense

FIFA chose not to act on major evidence 
of widespread doping in Russian soccer 
according to an investigative report from 
The Mail, which reinforces past reports of 
similar activities.

Soccer’s governing body – one of the 
most corrupt in sports – knew of document-
ed evidence of institutional cover-ups 18 
months before the start of the 2018 World 
Cup.

The Mail had previously reported that all 
23 members of Russia’s 2014 World Cup 
team were among dozens of athletes being 
investigated. FIFA was very methodical in 
seeking proof and, in May, cleared all 28 
members of Russia’s 2018 preliminary 
squad, claiming lack of evidence.

One week earlier, however, a 29th player 

FIFA probes Croatian player’s 
“Glory to Ukraine” video

Soccer’s world governing body said on 
July 8 that it was investigating a video fea-
turing a Croatian player’s praise of Ukraine 
after his team knocked host Russia out of 
the World Cup.

The video posted online after Croatia’s 
July 7 quarterfinal victory in Moscow 
shows Croatia defender Domagoj Vida 
shouting “Glory to Ukraine” (Slava Ukraini), 
while assistant coach Ognjen Vukojevic fol-
lows up by saying, “this win is for Dynamo 
and Ukraine... go Croatia.”

Vida, who scored a goal in extra time and 
a penalty in the 4-3 shoot-out win that 
vaulted Croatia into the semifinals, could 
face disciplinary from FIFA, which can issue 
fines or suspensions against players for 
political actions at the World Cup.

“FIFA is processing the different reports 
of the said match as well as potential evi-
dence concerning the matter referred to in 
your message,” FIFA told the Associated 
Press in response to a question about the 
video. “Please understand, until we have 
evaluated all information available, we can-
not comment further.”

Many Ukrainians and Kremlin critics 
have slammed FIFA’s staging of soccer’s 
World Cup in Russia and say the tourna-
ment serves to whitewash Moscow’s 
human rights record and aggression in 
Ukraine.

Vida and Vukojevic previously played 
together at Dynamo Kyiv. Vida was quoted 
by the Russian newspaper Sport Express as 
saying that the video was intended to be a 
personal message. “There’s no politics in 
football. It’s a joke for my friends from 
Dynamo Kyiv,” the newspaper quoted him 
as saying. “I love Russians and I love 
Ukrainians.”

Russian state media ran reports about 
the video, which also drew fire from 
Russian officials. “Such actions should be 
punished,” Dmitry Svishchyov, a member of 

Russia’s lower house of Parliament, the 
Duma, was quoted by the state-run RIA 
Novosti news agency as saying. “Political, 
nationalist and racist slogans are not wel-
come at the World Cup,” he added. (RFE/
RL, with reporting by AP, AFP and DPA)

FIFA warns Croatian player  
over “Glory to Ukraine” comment 

FIFA on July 8 issued a formal warning 
to a Croatian player over his praise of 
Ukraine after his team knocked host Russia 
out of the World Cup. However, FIFA said 
the decision would not prevent Croatian 
defender Domagoj Vida from playing in his 
team’s semifinal match-up against England 
on July 11 in Luzhniki Stadium in Moscow.

 “We can confirm that FIFA’s disciplinary 
committee has sent a warning to the player 
Domagoj Vida due to his video statement 
following the 2018 FIFA World Cup match 
between Russia and Croatia,” FIFA said in a 
statement to the AP. (RFE/RL, with report-

ing by AP, AFP and DPA)

Ukrainian Football Federation: Vida  
has right to express respect for Ukraine

The president of the Ukrainian Football 
Federation, Andriy Pavelko, on July 9 com-
mented on a video message to Ukrainian 
fans by Croatian defender Domagoj Vida 
recorded following his team’s victory over 
Russia where the player chanted “Glory to 
Ukraine!” 

“The Football Federation of Ukraine and 
I personally took a tough stance in the sit-
uation around the Croatian national team 
player Domagoj Vida after the team’s vic-
tory in the 2018 World Cup quarterfinals: 
with his brilliant game and fighting quali-
ties, Vida, just like the whole Croatian 
team, deserved to participate in the tour-
nament’s semifinals! A football player who 
has defended the honor of Dynamo [Kyiv] 
for many years and lived in the capital of 
Ukraine in a very difficult time for our 

country, has many friends and fans there 
who deserved that part of this victory be 
devoted to them,” Mr. Pavelko said. 

He explained that over the past few 
years, the expression “Glory to Ukraine” 
has become for Ukraine’s citizens a sym-
bol of patriotism. “And it is natural that a 
person to whom our country has given a 
lot treats it, and its citizens, with great 
respect,” Mr. Pavelko stressed. “He has the 
right to publicly express respect for 
Ukraine and its citizens.” (UNIAN)

Croatia fires coaching assistant, 
while FIFA announces fine

Croatia’s soccer federation announced 
on July 9 that it was firing assistant coach 
Ognjen Vukojevic for his role in a video 
released after the team’s World Cup victo-
ry over Russia. 

 “The Croatian Football Federation apol-
ogizes to the Russian public for the actions 
of a member of the Croatian delegation,” it 
said. “Ognjen Vukojević and Domagoj Vida 
likewise apologize for their statements, 
which were in no way intended to have 
political connotations, yet which unfortu-
nately left room for such interpretations.” 

Some Russian politicians asserted the 
saying “Glory to Ukraine” was a nationalist 
slogan, and thus violated FIFA rules. FIFA 
later announced a $15,000 fine against 
Vukojevic. (RFE/RL, with reporting by 
Reuters)

Ukraine offers to pay fine  
for Croatian soccer staffer 

Ukraine’s soccer federation has offered 
to pay the $15,000 fine imposed by FIFA 
on Ognjen Vukojevic, a member of 
Croatia’s coaching staff for his role in a 
video made after Croatia’s defeat of Russia 
in the World Cup.

Andriy Pavelko, president of the 
Ukrainian Football Federation, told broad-
caster 112 on July 10 that the federation’s 
management had offered to pay the fine. 
(RFE/RL, based on reporting by AP) 

THE WORLD CUP: Russia’s suspicious soccer success

A demonstration in support of the Croatian World Cup soccer teams’s defender Domagoj 
Vida and assistant coach Ognjen Vukojevic was held in Kyiv near the Embassy of Croatia 

on July 10. The demonstrators hold Ukrainian and Croatian flags.

Volodymyr Hontar/UNIAN

(Continued on page 15)
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“UAFGR Dancers”

FREE: Admission·Parking·Entertainment

Dance Performances
Thursday & Friday 6:30 p.m.

Saturday 3:00 & 6:00 p.m.
Sunday 2:00 & 5:00 p.m.

Live music for Dancing 
Thursday, Friday & Saturday

nite

www.RochesterUkrainianFestival.com
Our Main Sponsors:

Ukrainian Arts & Crafts  
Ukrainian Food 

Ukrainian Folk Dancing

                                                                   
Interactive Rides by “Adventures in Climbing” Friday, Saturday & Sunday

940 East Ridge Road, Rochester, New York

www.ukrainianfcu.org 
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Ukrainian Bandurist Chorus of North America begins centennial celebration
by Anatoli Murha

DETROIT — This year marks the 100th 
anniversary of the Ukrainian Bandurist 
Chorus of North America (UBC). Founded 
in Kyiv in 1918 by Vasyl Yemets as the 
Kobzar Choir, its successor continued to 
perform until being disbanded by the 
Soviet government at the outbreak of 
World War II. In 1941, the ensemble was 
reconstituted in Ukraine’s capital by many 
of its former members, and eventually emi-
grated in 1949 to the United States, where 
it continues its mission: to share the bandu-
ra and the traditions of the “kobzari” with a 
global audience. 

For a full century, the UBC has been an 
ambassador of the bandura and of 
Ukrainian music, having played for audi-
ences from Australia to Austria, from 
Canada to California, and from Ukraine to 
the United States. 

While celebrating its past, the UBC also 
keeps a steady focus on its future and the 
future of bandura in North America. Under 
the artistic direction of Maestro Oleh 
Mahlay and the leadership of Anatoli Murha, 
the organization has developed a long-term 
strategic plan that will include new artistic 
and bandura educational initiatives, center-
pieces of the UBC’s next century. 

To this end, the Ukrainian Bandurist 
Chorus has established an endowment, the 
UBC@100 Legacy Fund. The fund is posi-
tioned to raise $2.5 million by the year 
2020 in order to fund three key initiatives: 
first, developing new audience engage-
ment and programming, including collab-
orative projects; second, research and 
development of the instrument itself, gen-
erating an improved bandura design for 
musicians around the world; and third, 
redoubling bandura education efforts, 
including establishing an international 
exchange program. 

The UBC@100 Steering Committee is 
the guiding force behind the Legacy Fund. 
Established in 2017, the committee is led 
by the UBC president, Mr. Murha of 
Philadelphia, and Zoryana Loboyko of 
Toronto, a long-time UBC supporter. 

“Today, the Ukrainian Bandurist Chorus is 
in its strongest organizational and artistic 
position in modern times,” says Mr. Murha. 
“By leveraging the 100th anniversary of the 
ensemble, we created a strategic vision that 
today’s ensemble will leave for future gener-
ations of banduristy around the world, both 
male and female, and for future UBC mem-
bers. The men who arrived in Detroit in 
1949 left an incredible musical legacy that 
we are all honored to share in. It’s important 
to celebrate their achievements and this 
anniversary while also creating a sustain-
able future to support our artistic endeavors 
as a leader in the bandura community.” 

Ms. Loboyko writes that she is “thrilled 
to join the steering committee as co-chair. 
As a lifelong supporter, I truly believe in 
the UBC mission and look forward to help-
ing the ensemble fulfill its strategic vision.”

The UBC has held a series of fund-rais-
ing events designed to engage its support-
ers in the UBC@100 Legacy Fund and will 
continue to do so through the year 2020. 
To date, the UBC@100 Legacy Fund has 
donations and pledges of over $400,000 in 
major gifts. 

In September, the Ukrainian Bandurist 
Chorus will launch its Centennial Concert 
Season, which will run through June 2019. 
The first concert of the season will take 
place on Sunday, September 9, in 
Youngstown, Ohio, in the Ford Family 
Recital Hall of the Eleanor Beecher Flad 
Pavillion at the DeYor Performing Arts 
Center. 

The season will also include a historic 
tour of Ukraine in October. The goal of the 
tour is to develop relationships with multi-
ple bandura schools and ensembles 
throughout Ukraine in order to build on the 
UBC strategic pillar of developing an inter-
national exchange program for the bandu-
ra. Additionally, concerts are planned in 
Kyiv, Chernihiv, Rivne, Lutsk and Lviv, in 
addition to multiple special events. 
Additional concerts are planned in North 
America in 2019. 

As the current artistic director and con-
ductor, Mr. Mahlay shares the following, 
“Our artistic team carefully surveyed the 
ensemble’s wealth of repertoire and have 
selected songs which will share the ensem-
ble’s unique history with the audience 

through music. While highlighting classic 
compositions from the past century and 
showcasing the beautiful sound of the ban-
dura, we also look to the future as we con-
tinue to develop new repertoire.”

With support from the Ukrainian 
Canadian Foundation of Taras Shevchenko, 
the UBC also plans to release an anthology 
of historic recordings from its rich discog-
raphy. 

During its 100 years, the UBC has pre-
served a 600-song repertoire consisting of 
works from pre-World War II, compositions 
and arrangements by Hryhory Kytasty and 
other composers, ranging from Christmas 
to folk to contemporary music, including 
instrumental songs for the bandura. The 
UBC has presented over 600 concerts in 
North America, Australia, Europe and 
Ukraine, including in venues like Carnegie 
Hall in New York, Notre-Dame Cathedral in 
Paris, Massey Hall in Toronto and the Kyiv 
Opera House. 

As the UBC toured throughout multiple 
cities in North America, it inspired future 
generations of bandurists and choristers. 
Today, the members of the UBC live 
throughout North America, including in 
California, Nevada, Illinois, Michigan, Ohio, 
Pennsylvania, New York, New Jersey, 
Connecticut and Virginia; over 40 percent 
of the members live in the Canadian prov-
inces of Alberta, Manitoba and Ontario.

The UBC works closely with other ban-
dura ensembles and supports their artistic 
projects as part of the larger bandura glob-
al family. The UBC assisted the Ukrainian 
National Credit Union Association to pro-
cure bandura-related images for the annual 
UNCUA calendar. (Copies of the 2018 calen-
dar are available at local Ukrainian 
American credit unions.)

To learn more about the UBC@100 
Legacy Fund, or to consider a major gift to 
the UBC@100 Legacy Fund, UBC support-
ers are encouraged to visit www.UBC100.
com or to contact Mr. Murha at 734-658-
6452 or Ms. Loboyko at 647-504-4896, or 
e-mail development@bandura.org. To keep 
updated on UBC events, readers may visit 
www.bandura.org.

The Centennial Concert Ensemble of the Ukrainian Bandurist Chorus.

Andrew Zwarych

UBC members (from left) Volodymyr Brechun of Toronto, Roman Beley of Toronto 
and Andriy Hladyshevsky of Edmonton.
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Yara Arts Group

NEW YORK – Yara Arts Group created 
the exhibit “Kurbas in Kharkiv” at the 
Yermilov Center in Kharkiv this past winter. 

A satellite version of the exhibition titled 
“Kurbas in Kharkiv: Hello, This Is Radio 
477!” was shown May 16-28 in Mukachiv, 
in the foyer of the Mukachevo Drama 
Theater as part of SlobodaCult Festival.

“Kurbas in Kharkiv: Hello, This Is Radio 
477!” focused on only one section of the 
Kharkiv exhibition: the recent discovery of 
the orchestral score to one of the shows 
produced at the Berezil Theater in Kharkiv 
headed by Les Kurbas. 

The 1929 show was the first jazz revue 
in Ukraine. The first and third acts had an 

Curators Tetiana Rudenko (left) and Virlana Tkacz at the exhibit “Kurbas in 
Kharkiv: Hello, This Is Radio 477!”

The exhibit wall with photos from the Kharkiv exhibit.

Les Kurbas exhibit from Kharkiv is shown in Mukachiv

original score by Yuliy Meitus, while the 
second was composed of popular dance 
tunes arranged by Bohdan Kryzhaniwsky. 
The score, long assumed to have been 
destroyed, was recently discovered in an 
archive by one of the curators of the exhibi-
tion, Virlana Tkacz. 

Showcased in Mukachiv were parts of 
the score, together with the printed sheet 
music for a song from the show and a con-
temporary video recording by Yara artist 
Mykola Shkaraban of the song “Kharkiv, 
Kharkiv” from the show.

The exhibition also included a recreated 
costume from “Hello, This Is Radio 477!” 
and a wall of photographs with the spectac-
ular set for the show by Vadym Meller that 
had been recreated for the Kharkiv exhibi-
tion. In the center of the photographs was 
Larissa Babij’s article “ ‘Kurbas in Kharkiv’: 
Bringing Ukraine’s artistic heritage home” 
that had just appeared in The Ukrainian 
Weekly (May 6).

The SlobodaCult Festival was the third 
annual exchange festival in which a specific 
region of Ukraine shares its art and culture 
with another. Two years ago, the first festi-
val – DonCult, featured art, music, theater 
and literature from the Donbas in Lviv, 
while last year’s GalytsiaCult featured art 
and culture from Lviv in Kharkiv. 

Yara Arts Group is looking forward to 
expanding its museum exhibit on Kurbas to 
create a monumental exhibition at the Art 
Arsenal in Kyiv this fall. 

Waldemart Klyuzko

coordinate the activities of the MIC. This is 
a clear attempt to avoid completely dis-
mantling Ukrboronprom, while still sepa-
rating and removing the management and 
administration of the MIC from its current 
sphere of influence.

Though the statute will assuredly enter 
into effect over the coming months, much 
legislative and organizational work still 
remains – in particular with regard to the 
laws surrounding the SBU, the management 
and administration of the MIC, a require-
ment to create a parliamentary intelligence 
committee and figure out its structure and 
processes, as well as the establishment of 
processes (and limitations) of public over-
sight when it comes to defense and security. 
Moreover, Kyiv will need to identify a new 
minister of defense by January 1. Ukrainian 
lawmakers will thus remain busy.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 2)

What’s next...
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see.” White House national security adviser 
John Bolton, who met with Putin in 
Moscow on June 27, later ruled out the pos-
sibility of abandoning Washington’s oppo-
sition to the takeover. “That’s not the posi-
tion of the United States,” he told CBS on 
July 1. He says that he discussed Russia’s 
illegal annexation of Crimea with Russian 
President Vladimir Putin. “President Putin 
was pretty clear with me about it and my 
response was we’re going to have to agree 
to disagree on Ukraine.” (RFE/RL, based on 
reporting by Reuters and Interfax)

White House rejects Crimea annexation

A White House spokeswoman said the 
United States continues to reject Russia’s 
annexation of Ukraine’s Crimea Peninsula, 
days after President Donald Trump cast 
doubt on that position. Press Secretary 
Sarah Sanders told reporters on July 2 
that the U.S. sanctions imposed on Moscow 
following the 2014 annexation would 
remain until Moscow reversed its decision. 

those conclusions and suggested the vari-
ous investigations into Russian meddling 
were political motivated. “We’re entering 
with our eyes wide open, but peace is 
always worth the effort,” Ambassador 
Huntsman said. The question of Ukraine is 
also expected to come up. Washington hit 
Moscow with economic sanctions in 2014 
for its annexation of Ukraine’s Crimea 
Peninsula and has criticized Russia for 
fueling the ongoing conflict in eastern 
Ukraine. (Mike Eckel of RFE.RL)

Kremlin: Crimea not up for discussion 

The Kremlin says Russian President 
Vladimir Putin is open to searching for 
compromises with his U.S. counterpart on 
“all” issues except the status of Ukraine’s 
Crimea region, which Moscow claims is 

part of Russia. Kremlin spokesman Dmitry 
Peskov made the comments on July 2, 
ahead of a planned summit between Putin 
and U.S. President Donald Trump in 
Helsinki on July 16. Relations between 
Moscow and Washington have deteriorated 
to a post-Cold War low over issues includ-
ing Russia’s seizure of Crimea in March 
2014, its role in wars in Syria and eastern 
Ukraine, and its meddling into the 2016 
U.S. presidential election. Mr. Peskov said 
on a conference call with reporters that 
Putin “stated multiple times and explained 
to his interlocutors that such an item as 
Crimea can never appear on the agenda, 
considering that Crimea is an integral part 
of Russia.” He added, “All the rest are mat-
ters [subject to] consensus, discussion, and 
a search for possible points of contact.” Mr. 
Trump, asked on June 29 whether reports 
about him dropping Washington’s opposi-
tion to the Russian annexation of Crimea 
were true, said, “We’re going to have to 

(Continued on page 15)

(Continued from page 2)
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and the principle that every nation has a 
right to determine its own orientation, and 
political and economic and security mat-
ters. 

In particular, I listened with interest to 
the statement of the deputy foreign minis-
ter of Russia, Sasha Grushko, where he 
was speaking about the presence of 
Russian forces on the territory of Georgia 
and Moldova, and now also in Ukraine. 
And the key principle that I believe was 
left out is that these are sovereign states, 
and it is not for Russia to determine 
whether their forces belong on the territo-
ry of these other states or not – it is a mat-
ter for those countries to decide.

In the case of Ukraine, what we see here 
is not an ethnic conflict, it’s not an indige-
nous conflict that grew up internally, it’s 
not a civil war, it’s not a conflict between 
Russians and Ukrainians ethnically. It is a 
state to state conflict. It is a conflict in 
which Russia has put its forces onto the 
territory of Ukraine. It has claimed to 
annex Crimea – an illegal annexation that I 
think no one among the states here recog-
nizes. And it has done something similar 
in eastern Ukraine, but not recognizing the 
“people’s republics” of Luhansk and 
Donetsk as independent states, merely 
propping them up and using them as enti-
ties to prolong the conflict. Given the costs 
to the local population – and I would 
stress that this is an entirely ethnic, 
Russian-speaking population that is affect-
ed – it is a terrible burden for those people 
to bear.

I want to give thanks and our best 
compliments to France and Germany, 
because they – through the Normandy 
process – have done everything possible 
to try to promote the implementation of 
the Minsk agreements. The Minsk agree-
ments have all of the content necessary 
for this conflict to be resolved, for there 
to be peace, for there to be political steps 
that will ensure the rights of the popula-
tion throughout Ukraine, including in this 
part of Ukraine, and could very well be a 

solution. 
However, there has been no progress on 

the effective implementation of the Minsk 
agreements in the last four years. This is 
due largely to a finger-pointing, if you will, 
to Ukraine saying it has not taken political 
steps required under Minsk, which are in 
fact almost impossible for any state to 
undertake when there is such a situation 
as an occupation, a lack of security. One 
example is the holding of local elections. 
That is required under the Minsk agree-
ments, it is an important step that needs 
to be taken, and yet how can local elec-
tions be organized when there is no free-
dom of movement, no genuine security, no 
ability to have candidates campaign, and a 
population where a million-and-a-half 
people have been displaced and there is 
no collection of the appropriate voters 
rolls at the moment? That is something 
that needs to be done, but it can only be 
done when there is adequate security in 
the area.

In order to address that problem, we 
have proposed – along with France and 
Germany and Ukraine and others – that 
there be a deployment of a U.N.-mandated 
peacekeeping force that would replace the 
Russian forces and create security in the 
territory, and hold that territory as neces-
sary in order to create the conditions 
where the remainder of the Minsk agree-
ments can be fulfilled. And that is the over-
all goal, it is the implementation of the 
Minsk agreements. It has not been done in 
the last four years, but the creation of a 
secure environment would create a new 
opportunity to do that. There have been 
some recent renewed efforts on the part of 
the Normandy partners to revive that pro-
cess, the U.S. fully supports those efforts. 
We have also engaged with our allies in 
Europe, and we will be having additional 
engagements with Russia bilaterally as we 
saw from the presence of the national 
security advisor, John Bolton, in Russia 
this week. 

We do believe there is a way to solve 
this conflict, but it starts fundamentally 
with a decision for peace and for imple-
mentation of Minsk in Moscow.

Thank you very much.

(Continued from page 7)

Ensuring security...
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or e-mail adukr@optonline.net
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Earn Extra incomE!
The Ukrainian Weekly is looking 

for advertising sales agents.
For additional information contact  

Walter Honcharyk, Advertising Manager,  
The Ukrainian Weekly, 973-292-9800, ext 3040.

WANT IMPACT?
Run your advertisement here, 

in The Ukrainian Weekly’s 
CLASSIFIEDS section.

МАРІЯ ДРИЧ
Ліцензований Продавець

Страхування Життя
МАRІA DRICH

Licensed Life Insurance Agent 
  Ukrainian National Assn., Inc.

2200 Route 10, Parsippany, NJ 07054
Tel.: 973-292-9800 ext. 3035

e-mail: mdrich@unamember.com

Advertisement
Do you have a handwritten Ukrainian-language autobiography that you would 
like typed up, maybe formatted with family photos, possibly even translated into 
English? Did your parents or grandparents leave a manuscript that you would like 
to share with your children and grandchildren, but it would be easier for them to 
read it in English? 
I have experience transcribing, formatting and translating autobiographical documents. 
Call me, at 847-312-2485, leave a message and I will return your call,  or send me an 
email at dora@turula.com. Don’t delay. Share your story with your family! 

ANNOUNCEMENT
The Board of Directors of the Ukrainian Music Institute 
of America, Inc. hereby notifies students, parents, and 
community that on June 20, 2018 a change was made in 
the administration of the New York Branch of UMI.
New appointees are Director of the New York Branch - 
Ms. Elmira Romanyshyn, and Special Administrator – 
Ms. Bohdanna Wolansky.

All students of the NY Branch preserve the right to belong to the 
Ukrainian Music Institute of America, Inc., and to the New York Branch, 
providing they register in September 2018 for the new school year.

To register please call:
Ms. Elmira Romanyshyn, New York Branch Director,

Tel.: 718-207-6985
Ms. Bohdanna Wolanska, New York Branch Administrator,

Tel.: 917-747-7996
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Mr. Groysman, the Ukrainian prime min-
ister, told the conference that “we are going 
through a tough time of building a new 
Ukrainian state.”

“In order to succeed, in order to move 
faster, we need support of the democratic 
world, because today we are in a fight 

standing up for our right to choose, the 
right to our own statehood and territorial 
integrity against an aggressor, which hap-
pens to be Russia,” he added.

Copyright 2018, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted with 
the permission of Radio Free Europe/Radio 
Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, Washington 
DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see https://www.
rferl.org/a/more-reforms-are-needed-now-eu-
s-mogherini-tells-ukraine/29323968.html).

(Continued from page 3)
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With deep sorrow we announce that 

John Melinyshyn 
passed away on June 16, 2018,  

at the age of 99. 

Funeral services were held on June 22 at St. 
Joseph the Betrothed Ukrainian Catholic Church 
in Chicago, Illinois, with interment at St. Nicholas 
Ukrainian Catholic Cemetery 

Beloved husband of Helen, née Brudny, for 57 years;  loving father 
of Lev (Delia), Paul (Dawn Warner) and John (Jillian);  dear son of the 
late Oleksa and Olena Melinyshyn;  proud grandfather of Stephanie 
Melinyshyn, Samantha (Andy) Sturgeon, Matthew and Mark Melinyshyn;  
dear brother of Peter, Marika and Wasyl; fond uncle of many in the United 
States, Canada and Ukraine 

May his memory be eternal.

With great sorrow we share with you the passing of 

ALEX  ‘‘OLEKSA’’  MARTYNOVYCH
August 4, 1938 - May 2, 2018

Born in Schostovichi, Belarus, Alex emigrated to the United 
States with his parents, brothers and sisters in October 1951. The family 
was sponsored from Tabir Lysenko in Germany by the Schibanoff Family of 
Freehold, N.J. They resided in Helmetta, N.J. before settling in South River, N.J.

He was called to serve in the US Army, CoB,2/13th Inf., and was stationed 
in Germany during the Berlin Crisis from 1961-1963. He represented 
the United States in the NATO Rifle Team competition and served in 
the reserves until 1967. He later pursued his musical interest, singing 
with popular Ukrainian orchestras in the tri state area before starting 
‘‘Soniashnyk Orchestra’’ performing in Verkhovina, Soyuzivka and other 
Ukrainian events. Oleksa and his orchestra won the first contemporary 
music award for the favorite instrumental ‘‘Kozak’’.

He was predeceased by his brother Nicholas, his sister Mary Polnik and 
his parents Nykyfor and Palashka.

Surviving are his
wife  Julia (Dziubak) Martynovych
daughter  Tamara and her husband Joseph Serrao
son  Alex, Jr. and his wife Carissa
grandchildren    Joshua and Chloe
brothers  Peter and his wife Jenny
   Serge and his wife Eileen
sisters  Anna Babich
   Helen and Joseph Telatycki
   Olga and Ron Creighton
   Aggie and Serge Kosciuk
as well as many nieces, nephews and cousins

Funeral services were held at the Old Bridge Funeral Home on May 
11, 2018, followed by the interment at the Washington Monumental 
Cemetery, South River, NJ.

“We do not recognize Russia’s attempt to 
annex Crimea,” Ms. Sanders said. “We 
agree to disagree and the sanctions against 
Russia remain in place until Russia returns 
the peninsula to the Ukraine.” News 
reports have cited European leaders as 
saying that Trump argued privately at a 
recent Group of Seven summit that Crimea 
should be part of Russia because, he said, 
most of the people there speak Russian as 
their primary language. (RFE/RL, with 
reporting by AP)

Balukh sentenced to five years

A pro-Ukrainian activist on the Russia-
annexed peninsula of Crimea has been 
sentenced to five years in a penal colony in 
a verdict assailed by Ukraine as “absolute-
ly arbitrary and illegal.” The prosecutor 
overseeing the second trial of Volodymyr 
Balukh on July 2 had asked the Russia-
controlled Razdolnensky District Court for 
a four-year prison sentence for the activ-
ist, who is currently on hunger strike. The 
Ukrainian Foreign Affairs Ministry imme-
diately blasted the court decision, asking 
“our partners” to influence the Kremlin to 
release Mr. Balukh and all other “political 
prisoners.” Mr. Balukh was originally 
arrested in late 2016 and convicted on a 
weapons-and-explosives possession 
charge in August 2017. His conviction, and 
nearly four-year prison sentence, was 
reversed on appeal and returned to a 
lower court, which issued the same ver-
dict and sentence in January. The new case 
against Mr. Balukh was started three 
months later, in March, after the warden of 
the penal facility where he is being held 
sued him, claiming that Mr. Balukh 
attacked him. Mr. Balukh, who started a 
hunger strike on March 19 to protest the 
new case, contends the prosecutions are 
politically motivated. He was arrested in 
December 2016, after the Russian security 
agents allegedly found explosives and 
ammunition in his house. The search was 
conducted shortly after Mr. Balukh planted 
a Ukrainian flag in his yard and affixed a 
sign to his house honoring those killed in 
Kyiv in 2013 and 2014 during the street 
protests that ousted the country’s pro-
Russian president. (Crimea Desk, RFE/
RL’s Ukrainian Service)

Prosecutor seeks long term for Panov

A state prosecutor in Russian-
controlled Crimea has asked a court to 
convict Ukrainian national Yevhen 
Panov of sabotage and sentence him to 
10 and a half  years in prison. 
Prosecutor Esvet Furmambetov made 
the sentencing request on July 9, and 
the judge said the verdict will be pro-
nounced on July 13. Russian authorities 
arrested Mr. Panov and another 
Ukrainian national, Andriy Zakhtey, in 
August 2016, and accused them of 
being partners in a two-person “sabo-
teur group” and plotting a series of 
attacks on the peninsula. Mr. Zakhtey, 
who made a plea deal, was tried in 
February and sentenced to six and a 
half years in prison. Mr. Panov’s trial 
started in April. He pleaded not guilty. 
Kyiv has rejected Russian charges 
against the two men and has called 
their arrests “a provocation.” (Crimea 
Desk, RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service)

Putin names regiments after foreign cities

Russian President Vladimir Putin has 
named several military units after cities or 
other places in Ukraine, Belarus, Poland, 
Germany, and Romania, a step that may be 
seen as provocative by people in those 

countries. The decrees – which give a 
number of regiments and divisions honor-
ary names that hark back to World War II, 
when dictator Joseph Stalin was in power 
– were signed by Mr. Putin on June 30 and 
were made public on July 2. The decrees 
say that the names are intended “to pre-
serve glorious military and historic tradi-
tions, and to nurture loyalty to the father-
land and military duty among the military 
personnel.” But the move may not go over 
well in the countries whose place names 
were used. Many in Poland, for example, 
see the Soviet Army less as a wartime lib-
erator than as a post-war occupier, and 
there is resentment over decades of Soviet 
domination across Eastern Europe. 
According to the decrees, the 6th Tank 
Regiment of the Russian Army is now 
called the Lviv regiment, the 68th Tank 
Regiment – Zhytomyr-Berlin, the 163th 
Tank Regiment – Nizhyn. The decrees give 
the Russian spellings of the names of the 
Ukrainian cities of Lviv, Zhytomyr and 
Nizhyn. In 1944, Stalin named the 93rd 
Tank Brigade after Zhytomyr for its role in 
World War II. The brigade was later 
reformed into the 68th Tank Regiment, 
which was dissolved after the collapse of 
the Soviet Union in 1991. The regiment 
was reestablished last year. Under the 
decrees, the 933rd Missile Regiment is 
now called Upper Dnipro regiment, after 
the Dnipro River in Ukraine. In addition, 
Russian Army regiments were renamed 
after the Belarusian cities of Vitsebsk, 
Kobryn and Slonim, as well as Warsaw, 
Berlin and Romania’s Transylvania region. 
(RFE/RL)

General condemns renaming of units 

A top Ukrainian military officer has 
condemned an order by Russian 
President Vladimir Putin to name several 
Russian military units after cities and 
other places in Ukraine. Gen. Viktor 
Muzhenko’s comments on July 3 were the 
latest in a growing number of critical 
responses to Mr. Putin’s decree, which 
gave a number of regiments and divisions 
in the Russian armed forces honorary 
names that hark back to World War II. 
Mr. Putin’s order was “a claim to the 
lands of other nations,” Gen. Muzhenko 
wrote on Facebook on July 3. “With these 
decisions Russians continue their old tra-
dition – to steal others’ history and glory. 
That is a clear signal to the world that the 
aggressor does not plan to limit itself 
with Donbas [eastern Ukraine] and 
Crimea,” wrote the chief of the Ukrainian 
Armed Forces’ General Staff. According to 
the Kremlin, the renaming decrees are 
intended “to preserve glorious military 
and historic traditions, and to nurture 
loyalty to the fatherland and military 
duty among the military personnel.” The 
Soviet victory in World War II has always 
been a venerated holiday, including after 
the Soviet break-up, and Ukraine, like 
Russia, has honored its war veterans and 
victims. But the Kremlin in recent years 
has embraced nostalgia of the war victo-
ry to a larger degree, using it in part to 
demonize Ukraine after the 2014 Euro-
Maidan protests and to help justify the 
a n n exa t i o n  o f  U k ra i n e ’ s  C r i m e a 
Peninsula. (RFE/RL)

Soldiers die in training accident 

Three Ukrainian soldiers have died and 
nine were wounded during a training acci-
dent on July 6, the Ukrainian military said in 
a statement. The soldiers were killed by a 
suspected mortar explosion during tactical 
exercises, the statement added. It said that 
there would be an official investigation. The 
accident happened in western Ukraine. 
(RFE/RL, based on reporting by Reuters 
and Interfax)

was removed from the team, supposedly 
because of a mysterious injury. His name 
was Ruslan Kambolov. His particular case 
was critical.

According to The Mail’s investigation, 
Kambolov failed a drug test in 2015. His 
urine sample was subsequently swapped out 
for a clean one two weeks later and he was 
never punished.

At the time, FIFA had no knowledge of 
Kambolov’s failed drug test. FIFA received all 
of this information in December 2016. The 
evidence was included in Part II of the 

McLaren Report, the independent investiga-
tion commissioned by WADA to look into 
Russia’s state-sponsored scheme. This was 
the same report investigating Russia’s 2018 
Olympic ban.

The Kambolov case gained great signifi-
cance because it strongly implies the sport of 
football benefited from Russia’s scam and 
FIFA nonetheless judged Russia fit to host the 
World Cup.

FIFA has chosen not to pursue this matter 
since this worldwide event is being held in 
the country that sponsored all of this doping. 
The World Cup is the soccer governing 
body’s main source of revenue. Thus, FIFA’s 
major incentive is to ensure the 2018 World 
Cup goes on with no incident or controversy.
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Artist Irenaeus Yurchuk in his studio.
Deanna Yurchuk

Exhibit of mixed media paintings by Irenaeus Yurchuk opens in Narrowsburg, N.Y.
Delaware Valley Arts Alliance

NARROWSBURG, N.Y. – “Visual Reassessments,” an exhibi-
tion of mixed media paintings by Irenaeus Yurchuk, opened at 
Delaware Valley Arts Alliance in Narrowsburg, N.Y., on Friday, 
July 13. The show will be on view at the Alliance Gallery 
through August 11. 

Mr. Yurchuk’s work evolves from exploring the aesthetics 
of photographic images. After spending over 50 years as an 

“House of Worship” (46 by 31 inches, mixed media, 2017).

ardent photographer, he has amassed thou-
sands of images that have become the inspira-
tion and frequent source of his new mixed 
media work. 

 “Over the years my work has evolved to 
combine multiple image photography with 
drawing and painting, using a variety of digital 
editing and physical montage techniques,” Mr. 
Yurchuk says. “This includes adjusting inkjet 
images by applying acrylics, watercolors, pas-
tels, markers, colored pencils together with 
selected collage materials to achieve a desired 
effect.”

Born in Ukraine and raised in upstate New 
York, Mr. Yurchuk moved to New York City to 
earn an architecture degree from The Cooper 
Union and graduate degrees in urban design 
and planning from Columbia University. 

“I have a special interest in characterizing 

buildings, which reflects my background in archi-
tecture and urban design,” he says. “Works in the 
show include re-examined images of distinctive edi-
fices, abstractions of topographic components, and 
some observations of the natural environment in 
the Narrowsburg area, where I have spent more 
than 40 summers.”

He has participated in group exhibitions in North 
America and Europe, and his works are held in pri-
vate collections in the U.S. and abroad.

Delaware Valley Arts Alliance is located at 37 
Main St., Narrowsburg, N.Y. 12764. Hours are 
Tuesday through Saturday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. The 
activities of the Delaware Valley Arts Alliance are 
made possible in part by a grant from the New York 
State Council on the Arts with the support of Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo and the New York State Legislature. 

For more information, readers may visit delawa-
revalleyartsalliance.org or call 845-252-7576.

“Vladimir Putin is not an ally of the United 
States.” At the Helsinki summit, the UCCA 
urges the president to demand the release 
of Oleh Sentsov and the over 60 other 
Ukrainian political prisoners currently 
b e i n g  h e l d  i n  Ru s s i a n  c u s to dy. 
Furthermore, the UCCA’s letter reminds the 
president that a U.S. citizen was among the 
298 innocent men, women and children 
killed by Russian forces when they downed 
a civilian airliner, flight MH17, over Ukraine 
on July 17, 2014.

The Ukrainian Congress Committee of 
America has maintained that the U.S. sanc-
tions regime against the Russian 
Federation must be maintained or 
strengthened until Russia fully complies 
with its international obligations regarding 
Ukraine – including the Helsinki and Minsk 
accords and the Budapest Memorandum. 
This act of compliance must include Russia 
openly renouncing any territorial claim 
over the Crimean peninsula, as well as 
meeting the standards of U.S. law as cur-
rently defined in the Countering America’s 
Adversaries Through Sanctions Act and the 
Ukraine Freedom Support Act, among oth-
ers.

The full text of the letter signed by UCCA 
President Andrew Futey and Vice-
President Michael Sawkiw Jr., follows. 
(Copies were sent to U.S. Secretary of State 

Michael R. Pompeo and U.S. Special 
Representative for Ukraine Negotiations 
Ambassador Kurt Volker.)

* * *
 
Dear Mr. President:
 
The Ukrainian Congress Committee of 

America (UCCA), the representative orga-
nization of the over 1.5 million Americans 
of Ukrainian descent, is united in our sup-
port for the independence and territorial 
integrity of Ukraine. As Americans, we 
believe that a democratic and independent 
Ukraine is in the national security inter-
ests of the United States. Thus, we would 
like to raise a few concerns regarding your 
upcoming summit with Vladimir Putin.

The stakes for the United States, and 
the larger democratic world, could not be 
higher. Russia’s continuing efforts to 
destabilize Ukraine, and its illegal occupa-
tion of Crimea – sovereign Ukrainian terri-
tory – threatens the peace, predictability 
and security that the West created togeth-
er through our victory in the Cold War. The 
UCCA is deeply concerned that any agree-
ment with Russia that undermines 
Ukraine’s sovereignty and territorial integ-
rity will endanger this historic achieve-
ment. The Ukrainian American community 
will look to our Commander-in-Chief to 
not only live up to the United States’ public 
and binding security guarantees to 
Ukraine, but clearly state that the people 

of Ukraine will make up their own minds 
with regards to national policy, including 
their open and democratic decision to 
demand basic human rights, economic 
freedoms and closer integration with 
Europe and NATO. 

Vladimir Putin is not an ally of the 
United States. He neither is a trustworthy 
international partner, nor is he committed 
to peace. Over the course of the past four 
years, Russia’s invasion of Ukraine has 
claimed over 10,000 lives, displaced over 2 
million civilians (the largest wartime dis-
placement in Europe since WW II), and 
bears the responsibility for downing a 
commercial airliner over Ukraine, killing 
298 innocent men, women and children, 
including one confirmed American citizen. 

Therefore, it would be UCCA’s earnest 
hope that during your summit with 
Vladimir Putin you will consider our con-
cerns and:

• Stand firm and openly denounce 
Russia’s attacks on American democracy 
and our NATO partners, as well as Russia’s 
invasion and occupation of America’s stra-
tegic ally, Ukraine;

• Forcefully and publicly reaffirm the 
United States’ recognition of and support 
for the independence and territorial integ-
rity of Ukraine’s internationally recog-
nized borders, including rejecting any 
form of recognition of Russian rule over 
Crimea;

• Strongly condemn the Russian 
Federation’s continuing war against 

Ukraine – a country that is currently on 
the frontlines of defense for the 
Western world – and demand the immedi-
ate withdrawal of all covert and overt 
Russian forces and military equipment 
from Ukraine;

• Underscore that the United States’ 
sanctions regime against the Russian 
Federation will be maintained or strength-
ened until they fully comply with their 
international obligations regarding 
Ukraine – including the Helsinki and Minsk 
accords and the Budapest Memorandum. 
This act of compliance must include Russia 
openly renouncing any territorial claim 
over the Crimean peninsula, as well as 
meeting the standards of United States law 
as currently defined in the Countering 
America’s Adversaries Through Sanctions 
Act and the Ukraine Freedom Support Act, 
among others.

• Publicly condemn Russia’s illegal 
imprisonment of Oleh Sentsov and the 
over 60 other Ukrainian political prisoners 
currently being held in Russian custody, 
and demand their immediate release. 

As the bastion of democracy in the free 
world, the United States bears a moral 
obligation to take the lead in promoting 
international norms, defending basic 
human rights and freedoms, and charting 
a course of geopolitical stability. The 
Ukrainian American community believes 
that the national security interests of the 
United States lie in the fulfillment of that 
obligation.

(Continued from page 1)

UCCA writes...
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Through August 11 Art exhibit, “Visual Reassessments” by Irenaeus 
Narrowsburg, NY Yurchuk, Delaware Valley Arts Alliance, 845-252-7576
 or www.delawarevalleyartsalliance.org

July 18 Annual Pavilion Dinner, Ukrainian Cultural Institute,
Belfield, ND Belfield Pavilion, www.ucitoday.org

July 20-21 North Dakota Ukrainian Festival, various locations,
Belfield, ND www.northdakotaukrainianfestival.com or 701-590-0920

July 20-22 Capital Ukrainian Festival, St. John the Baptist Ukrainian 
Ottawa Catholic Shrine, www.capitalukrainianfestival.com

July 21 Ukrainian Village Festival, St. Vladimir Ukrainian 
Parma, OH Orthodox Cathedral, www.stvladimirs.org/festival.html 

July 21 Church picnic, Ss. Peter and Paul Ukrainian Orthodox 
Glen Spey, NY Church, 845-856-7441 or www.facebook.com/ 
 stspeterandpaulglenspey 

July 25-28 St. Mary’s Ukrainian Festival, St. Mary the Dormition of 
McKees Rocks, PA the Birthgiver of God Ukrainian Orthodox Church,   
 www.stmaryuoc.com

July 25-29 Convention, Ukrainian Orthodox League, Metropolia 
South Center of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the 
Bound Brook, NJ U.S.A., www.uocofusa.org

July 26 through Exhibit, “Ukrainian Orthodoxy in The New Land: 100 
September 15 Years in the United States of America,” Ukrainian 
Somerset, NJ History and Education Center, Ukrainian Cultural 
 Center, www.ukrhec.org or 732-356-0132

July 27-28 St. John the Baptist Ukrainian Catholic Church Ukrainian 
Syracuse, NY Festival, www.stjohnthebaptistucc.com

July 27 Centennial concert, featuring Ukrainian Chorus Dumka 
Somerset, NJ of New York, Women’s Bandura Ensemble of North
 America, and the Kyiv Ukrainian Dance Ensemble of
 Pittsburgh, Ukrainian Cultural Center, 732-356-0090 

July 28 Centennial celebration, Ukrainian Orthodox Church of 
South the U.S.A., Metropolia Center of the Ukrainian Orthodox 
Bound Brook, NJ Church of the U.S.A., www.uocofusa.org 

July 28 Michael Yurkanin Memorial Golf Outing, Ukrainian 
Oxford, MI Cultural Center, Devil’s Ridge Golf Club, 248-696-0100

August 3-5 Canada’s National Ukrainian Festival, Selo Ukraina,
Dauphin, MB http://cnuf.ca or 877-474-2683

August 3-26 Photography exhibit, “Visual Arts Project,” curated by 
Chicago Olenka Prokopenko, Ukrainian National Museum, 
 www.ukrainiannationalmuseum.org or 312-421-8090

August 4 80th birthday concert in honor of Myroslav Skoryk, with 
Jewett, NY violinist Nazar Pylatiuk, cellist Natalia Khoma and 
 pianist Volodymyr Vynnytsky, Grazhda Music and Art 
 Center of Greene County, www.grazhdamusicandart.org 
 or 518-989-6479

Entries in “Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to events 
advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome submissions 
from all our readers. Items will be published at the discretion of the editors 
and as space allows. Please send e-mail to mdubas@ukrweekly.com.

country as well as abroad to Israel and the European 
Union, in addition to participating in programs that foster 
physical, emotional and intellectual development.

Another aspect is that students attend a campus away 
from their home region. Thus, a Donetsk native is usually 
sent to either Kyiv or Lviv, for example. Ms. Johnson calls 
this “light social engineering,” half-humorously.

The idea is to show that Ukraine “is really one coun-
try… so we mix the kids up, we mix the religions up…at 
the end they all know each other… What we found hap-
pening is that the kids from the east appreciate that this 
is one country and that the Dnipro River isn’t the dividing 
line,” Ms. Johnson said.

But only the most qualified students get chosen during 
a vigorous selection process. There are currently 14 
applicants for each spot in the 2018-2019 class. 

Another goal is to “stem the outflow” of Ukrainians, 
“the brain drain, because most high school and college 
students without this program say that, as soon as they 
graduate, they’re going to leave.,” Ms. Johnson noted.

Luhansk graduate Maria Vysotska, 17, said she wants 
to stay “to reform and change Ukraine from the inside so 
that these hostilities don’t happen again,” referring to the 
Russia-instigated Donbas war that displaced her. 

Now l iving in the Luhansk Oblast  city of 
Severodonetsk, the graduate of the ULA’s third class said 
that she “found harmony with myself” while attending 
the academy on the Lviv campus. 

She noted that each program component is “valued 
equally” and after 10 months she “opened for myself 
Ukrainian language and identity.” Eventually, she wants to 
enter politics or the diplomatic corps after earning a 
bachelor’s degree at home and a master’s abroad. 

Some graduates start making a difference immediately, 
even while studying at a university. 

Kyiv-native Anna Beloshapka, 19, was part of the sec-
ond ULA class and did her tenure in Poltava. There, she 
discovered that “people power can change a country or 
the world.”

After enrolling at the National University of Life and 
Environmental Science majoring in international rela-
tions, she formed a team to help people with physical dis-
abilities. She won a $1,730 grant and started working on 
a project to create “inclusive space” that is accessible for 
disabled people to “break borders and change the way 
people speak about and act toward them.”

Still looking for a place to rent, her plan is to have a 

library for the elderly, where others could learn how to 
use a computer, to educate themselves and where parents 
can work while their children are under supervision. 

Seeing the students grow before his eyes is Ukrainian 
Canadian Lubomyr Chabursky, 54, of Ottawa. 

He gave a series of lectures and discussions to this 
year’s class on topics related to career development and 
relationships based on his experience as a litigation law-
yer and expert witness combined with the latest litera-
ture and TED Talks. 

He said the group’s absorption rate and comprehen-
sion level “is very impressive and quite amazing… I want 
to do this for the next 20-30 years.” 

Mr. Chabursky said his talks are designed to prepare 
the students to face challenges, overcome failure and 

adapt to change “whether or not they’ll become leaders.” 
He continued: “I want to give them the skills and tools 

that they could put into action and effect now and over 
the next 10-20 years as they decide how they are going to 
be in married life and bounce back from failures.”

Diaspora program

The next class will be joined by foreigners of Ukrainian 
descent, including Mr. Chabursky’s 20-year-old daughter 
and 17-year-old son. 

He compared the future experience to being “effective-
ly embedded like journalists attached to military units; 
they’re going to bring a Western perspective to the table” 
during projects, discussions and will add “another 
dimension and… create a connection, a network between 
them.”

Started in April, the diaspora program already has 
applicants from Canada, Poland and Thailand for the 
upcoming 2018-2019 class.

The added dimension will allow both sides to mutually 
grow and the diaspora members “to become an active 
member of the change-making sphere in Ukraine, to 
make a long-term impact,” said diaspora partnership 
manager Marta Sydoryak. 

She added that applicants must pay their way, but that 
in-country expenses will be covered by the ULA. 

Diaspora members will “also learn more about culture 
and history than they learned in [weekly] Ukrainian 
school,” added Ms. Johnson. “They’ll see how Ukraine is 
developing. Parents who see their children are losing that 
connection [with Ukraine] will see that established 
again.”

Changing  the system

If anybody echoed the words of St. Ignatius of Loyola 
to “go forth and set the world on fire,” it was singer, musi-
cian and ULA initiative working group member 
Svyatoslav Vakarchuk. 

During the graduation ceremony on June 23 he called 
on the students to “change the system” in Ukraine. 

He said they should be “pursuers of dishonesty, pursu-
ers of irresponsibility, pursuers of corruption, pursuers 
of the archaic desire to hold on to all bad things,” adding 
that the graduates “should take the place of those” who 
preserve the current system. 

Graduate Ms. Vysotska of Luhansk Oblast said she 
won’t wait “until I am 30 years old, like some other peo-
ple” to strive for change, but wants to “start now, when 
I’m 17 years old.”

(Continued from page 1)
Ukrainian Leadership...

Ukrainian Canadian lecturer Lubomyr Chabursky, 54, 
poses with two graduates of the third class of the 
Ukrainian Leadership Academy on the Kyiv campus on 

June 23. 

Mark Raczkiewycz
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by Annette Luba

PHILADELPHIA – Over the 
2017-2018 school year, the Plast 
community in Philadelphia was very 
busy, fulfilling the Ukrainian Scout-
ing Organization’s mission of being 
faithful to God and Ukraine, helping 
others and living by the Scout Law. 

Plast activities officially kicked 
off in September 2017, and soon 
thereafter many of the scouts (“yu-
natstvo,” age 11-17) began prepar-
ing for Orlykiada, a competition 
among Plast branches from various 
cities held in November at Soyuz-
ivka Ukrainian Heritage Center 
in Kerhonkson, N.Y. This year’s 
Orlykiada focused on the courageous 
Ukrainian women through the centu-
ries, including Kniahynia Olha, poet 
Lesia Ukrainka and U.S. astronaut 
Heidi Stefanyshyn-Piper. 

Notably, the Philadelphia boys’ 
team won first place for its exhibit, 
third place for its skit, and second 
place over all. The Philadelphia 
girls’ team won second place for its 
skit and sixth place over all.

Over Christmas break, many older 
Philadelphia scouts made their 
annual pilgrimage to Glens Falls, 
N.Y., to take part in ski camp at 
nearby Gore Mountain organized by 
the Burlaky fraternity. Philadelphia 
scouts also went carolling in the 
Philadelphia area during the Christ-
mas season, spreading cheer to all 
they visited and raising money for 
the organization.

On January 13, Philadelphia Plast 
held its annual Svichechka. During 
the very moving ceremony, 41 young 
boys and girls officially affirmed their 

Plast membership as “novaky” and 
“novachky” (cub scouts) – one of 
the largest groups in recent years. 
Other scouts achieved rank advance-
ment, most notably Peter Luba, who 
achieved the rank of “Skob,” the 
equivalent of eagle scout. 

One of the highlights of the year 
for the cub scouts was the field trip to 
Ashland Nature Center in Hockessin, 
Del., in early spring. There they went 
on guided nature walks, observed 
various specimens using microscopes, 
gazed at the stars and saw different 
types of live animals, such as snakes 
and turtles. A good time was had by 
all. 

This past year was also declared 
the Year of Sea Scouting and spe-
cial activities were organized by 
the Plast fraternity Chornomortsi. 
Each month, the Chornomortsi held 

lectures at various Plast branches to 
teach the scouts about their fraterni-
ty and about different water-related 
activities. These lectures were also 
part of a larger Plast competition. 
Scouts in each chapter were broken 
into smaller groups and instructed to 
make videos reinforcing the lec-
ture topics. These videos were then 
shared and scored. 

On April 28 and 29, Philadelphia 
Plast celebrated the 100th anniver-
sary of the raising of Ukrainian flags 
on ships of the Black Sea Fleet. The 
celebration was held aboard the USS 
New Jersey warship in Camden, N.J. 
Scouts participating were able to 
take guided and self-guided tours of 
the warship, as well as sleep over-
night in the cabins. 

The annual weekend-long “Sviato 
Vesny” camporee, held at Heritage 

Reservation in Farmington, Pa., was 
also organized by the Chornomortsi 
as part of the Year of Sea Scouting 
competition. 

The Plast Ukrainian Scouting 
Organization’s branch in Philadel-
phia celebrated its year-end cere-
mony on June 2. Many younger and 
older scouts happily received merit 
badges and rank advancement. 

In early June, Plast Philadel-
phia held a CPR class run by the 
American Red Cross where 12 
scouts received their CPR/First Aid/
AED Certification. The class was 
generously sponsored by the Ukrai-
nian Medical Association of North 
American (UMANA), and will allow 
eligible participants to serve as 
counselors at Plast camps. 

Plast members also took part 
in the Moleben on June 10 at the 
Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral of 
the Immaculate Conception as the 
faithful offered gratitude and prayed 
for blessings for Metropolitan-Arch-
bishop emeritus Stefan Soroka for his 
dedicated years of service.

Over the summer months, scouts 
will travel to upstate New York, 
Ohio, western Pennsylvania and 
West Virginia, among other loca-
tions, to participate in camps where 
they will reunite with friends, meet 
new ones and make lifelong memo-
ries. In September, they will return 
to Philadelphia to begin another 
great year of Plast activities.

Annette Luba, 16, is a member of 
the Philadelphia Branch of Plast 
Ukrainian Scouting Organization. 
She is a rising junior at Mount St. 
Joseph Academy in Flourtown, Pa.

UKELODEON
FOr ThE NExT GENEraTiON

 Philadelphia scouts at Orlykiada.

Plast Philadelphia completes an action-packed year

Roman Nagirniak and Michael Knysh prac-
tice CPR.

Peter Luba (left) is promoted to the rank of “Skob” (eagle scout), 
awarded by Andrew Zwarych. 

Oleh Luba

Leda KopachAlanna Watters
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PREVIEW OF EVENTS
Saturday, July 21

GLEN SPEY, N.Y.: The annual Ss. Peter and 
Paul Ukrainian Orthodox Church Picnic will 
be held on the church grounds beginning at 3 
p.m. Please join us, rain or shine, for a day full 
of delicious Ukrainian food, entertainment, 
vendors, live music and a zabava (dance). 
Admission and parking are free. For more 
information call 845-856-7441 or visit www.
facebook.com/StsPeterandPaulGlenSpey. 
Vendors are welcome.

Sunday, August 26

HORSHAM, Pa.: The Ukrainian American 
Sport Center Tryzub will host the 27th 
annual Ukrainian Independence Folk 
Festival and Outdoor Summer Concert at 
Tryzubivka, County Line and Lower State 
roads, Horsham, PA 19044. Doors will open 
at noon. The concert in the park will begin 
at 1:30 p.m. It is an integrated, dynamic pro-
gram titled “Celebrate Liberty and Unity,” 
another collaborative effort of prior per-

formers: Voloshky Ukrainian Dance 
Ensemble, Iskra Ukrainian Dance Ensemble, 
violinist Innesa Tymochko Dekajlo and the 
Vox Ethnika orchestra. Special guests 
include singer-songwriter from Ukraine 
Iryna Lonchyna and talented local singers 
Yuliya Stupen, Vika Slobodyan and Philly 
friends. A social dance to the live music of 
the Vox Ethnika will follow the concert at 
4:30 p.m. Delicious Ukrainian foods and 
baked goods, picnic fare, cool beverages and 
refreshments will be plentiful. Vendors are 
welcome. An arts and crafts bazaar and a 
children’s fun area will be open all day. 
Admission: $15, $10 for students, free for 
children under age 15; parking is free. A lim-
ited number of discount tickets is available 
online. For further information: 267-664-
3857, info@tryzub.org, or www.tryzub.
org. The sponsor is a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt 
non-profit charitable organization. Proceeds 
benefit youth and adult amateur sports and 
cultural, fraternal and community programs.

PREVIEW OF EVENTS GUIDELINES
Preview of Events is a listing of Ukrainian community events open to the public. It is a ser-
vice provided at minimal cost ($20 per listing) by The Ukrainian Weekly to the Ukrainian 
community. 
To have an event listed in Preview of Events please send information, in English, written 
in Preview format, i.e., in a brief paragraph that includes the date, place, type of event, 
sponsor, admission, full names of persons and/or organizations involved, and a phone 
number and/or e-mail address to be published for readers who may require additional 
information. Items must be no more than 100 words long. 
Preview items must be received no later than one week before the desired date of 
publication (i.e., they must be received by 9 am Monday morning). Please include pay-
ment for each time the item is to appear and indicate date(s) of issue(s) in which the item 
is to be published. Also, senders are asked to include the phone number of a person who 
may be contacted by The Weekly during daytime hours, as well as their complete mailing 
address. 
Information should be sent to preview@ukrweekly.com. When e-mailing, please do not 
send items as attachments – simply type the text into the body of the e-mail message. 
Preview items and payments may be mailed to: Preview of Events, The Ukrainian Weekly, 
2200 Route 10, P.O. Box 280, Parsippany, NJ 07054. 
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