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Kyivan Rus’-era site unearthed in Kyiv
at site of planned underground mall
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Poroshenko looks  
to sue Russia  

over Donbas, Crimea 
RFE/RL 

U k ra i n i a n  P re s i d e n t  Pe t ro 
Poroshenko has ordered the creation 
of a body to prepare a lawsuit against 
Russia for damages caused by separat-
ists whom Moscow supports in the 
Donbas region and for its illegal annex-
ation of the Crimea peninsula.

“The ongoing armed aggression of 
Russia brings to the Ukrainian soil 
new immeasurable human suffering 
every day, infrastructure is destroyed, 
enterprises and economic potential of 
the Donbas and Crimea are destroyed,” 
he wrote on August 1 on Facebook.

“Therefore, we should not hesitate 
even for a minute with the formation 
of Ukraine’s consolidated claim to 
Russia to compensate for the damage 
inflicted,” he said.

Mr. Poroshenko said he asked his 
Cabinet to take steps for the “speedy 
creation” of an interagency coordinat-
ing body based on the law of reinte-
gration adopted by Kyiv in January.

That law, he wrote, “clearly con-
firms Ukraine’s devotion to a peaceful 
settlement and reflects my ideology of 
peaceful reintegration of the occupied 
region.”

Moscow’s takeover of Ukraine’s 
Crimean peninsula and its military, 
political and economic support for mili-
tants in eastern Ukraine prompted the 
United States, the European Union and 
others to impose sanctions on Russia.

More than 10,300 people have been 
killed since April 2014 in the conflict 
between Ukrainian forces and the 
Russia-backed “separatists” in the east-
ern regions of Donetsk and Luhansk.

Although Moscow denies interfer-
ing in Ukraine’s domestic affairs, the 
International Criminal Court (ICC) in 
November 2016 determined the con-
flict to be “an international armed con-
flict between Ukraine and the Russian 
Federation.”

At a summit earlier this month, 
Ukraine and the European Union, 
while agreeing on the need for 
reforms in Kyiv, also condemned 
Russia’s seizure of Crimea and its 
backing of the separatists.

On July 31, the EU expanded its 
sanctions against Moscow to include 
companies that helped build a bridge 
from Russia to Crimea.

“I am glad that my strategy was 
supported by the EU leaders during 

(Continued on page 14)

Ukraine marks 1,030th anniversary of baptism of Kyivan Rus’

KYIV – President Petro Poroshenko and 
his wife Maryna Poroshenko took part in 
the massive religious procession marking 
the 1,030th anniversary of the Christianizat-
ion of Ukraine-Rus’. Close to 100,000 people 
participated in the march.

Faithful of the Ukrainian Orthodox 
Church – Kyiv Patriarchate, headed by 

Patriarch Filaret, and of the Ukrainian 
Autocephalous Orthodox Church, headed 
by Metropolitan Macarius, proceeded to 
the garden square near the monument to 
St. Volodymyr, the grand prince of Kyivan 
Rus’ who ordered the mass baptism of the 
citizens of Kyiv in 988.

President Poroshenko stressed that mil-

lions of Ukrainians eagerly expect the earli-
est recognition of the autocephaly of the 
Orthodox Church in Ukraine.

“The Tomos of Autocephaly will com-
plete the consolidation of independence of 
our state, strengthen religious freedom, 

by Mark Raczkiewycz

KYIV – If the fictitious archaeologist 
Indiana Jones were to descend several 
meters underground at the Dnipro river-
side Poshtova Ploshcha (Postal Square), he 
would discover an ancient 1,500-square-
meter living quarter with two bisecting 
streets dating to the 11th-12th centuries of 
the Kyivan Rus’ era. 

Unearthed in 2015 when an opaque con-
struction firm started digging to build a two-
tier underground shopping center, the mag-
nificent site features an ancient street 
aligned with deteriorated wooden gates that 
leads to the historic Podil district and south-
ward, parallel to Ukraine’s main waterway. 

Royal diplomatic and customs seals have 
been unearthed bearing the names of the 
patron saints to whom the Rus’ princes 
were matched. Numerous jewelry, icon 
remnants, arrowheads, crosses, and ceram-
ic and glass items have also been discov-
ered, as well as the small furnaces and tools 
that produced them. 

President Petro Poroshenko and First Lady Maryna Poroshenko march with Patriarch Filaret (left), primate of the Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church – Kyiv Patriarchate, and Metropolitan Macarius of the Ukrainian Autocephalous Orthodox Church (right), 
Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew’s emissary, during the 1,030th anniversary celebrations of the Kyivan Rus’ kingdom’s conver-

sion to Christianity in 988. 

Presidential Administration of Ukraine

(Continued on page 12)

Kyiv City Councilman Sergiy Gusovsky (foreground, second from left) and archaeol-
ogist Mykhailo Sahaidak (left) view artifacts found underneath Poshtova Ploshcha 
(Postal Square) in the Podil district of Kyiv in September 2017. The artifacts date to 

the 11th-12th centuries during the Kyivan Rus’ era. 

Samopomich party of the Kyiv City Council
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Kyiv to petition human rights court

Ukraine intends to file with the 
European Court of Human Rights (ECHR) a 
lawsuit against Russia for illegally deporting 
Ukrainian citizens from Crimea, which is 
under military occupation by Russia, 
Ukraine’s Deputy Minister of Justice and 
European Court of Human Rights 
Commissioner Ivan Lishchyna has said. “The 
Office of the Commissioner for Human 
Rights of the European Court of Human 
Rights, together with human rights defend-
ers and the Crimean Prosecutor’s Office, to 
which we are very grateful for materials 
about Ukrainian political prisoners, will pre-
pare another interstate lawsuit to the ECHR 
against Russia, which will concern the cir-
cumstances of this case,” he said during a 
press conference in Kyiv on Thursday. Mr. 
Lishchyna said mass expulsion of foreigners 
is in itself a violation of the European 
Convention on Human Rights, noting it was 
“standard practice” for Russia, as evidenced 
during Russian aggression against Georgia 
in 2008. Roman Martynovsky, an expert at 
the Regional Center for Human Rights NGO, 
said 9,548 rulings involving migration rights 
violations were handed down from July 
2014 to May 2018 by courts in Crimea. He 
said the total number of persons expelled 
was 2,425, with 1,018 being Ukrainian citi-
zens. Citizens from 37 other countries, as 
well as “four stateless persons whom we 
managed to identify,” were also ordered to 
leave the peninsula. (Interfax-Ukraine)

U.K. supports U.S. declaration on Crimea

Following U.S. Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo’s reiteration of the U.S. stance 
against Russia’s illegal annexation of Crimea 
at the U.S. Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee, a U.K. Foreign Office spokesper-
son stated: “The U.K. echoes the United 
States’ firm statement of opposition to 
Russia’s illegal annexation of Crimea. The 
U.K. position is clear: we condemn Russia’s 
continued breach of international law; 
Crimea is Ukrainian territory. We remain 
fully committed to upholding the sovereign-
ty and territorial integrity of Ukraine within 
its internationally recognized borders.” The 
spokesperson also said: “The U.K. also 
remains deeply concerned by the human 
rights situation in Crimea, where we have 
seen the systematic persecution of minority 

groups and of those who voice their opposi-
tion to Russia’s illegal annexation of the ter-
ritory. We call again for Russia to release all 
Ukrainian political prisoners held in Crimea 
and in Russia, and to allow unrestrained 
access for international human rights moni-
toring bodies to the peninsula.” (Ukrainian 
Canadian Congress Daily Press Briefing)

Volker: no ‘gifts to Russia at Ukraine’s expense’

Voice of America reported that the top 
U.S. official for Ukraine negotiations “dou-
bled down on recent assurances from the 
State Department and White House that 
President Donald Trump did not reach any 
agreements on Ukraine during last week’s 
two-hour private meeting with his Russian 
counterpart in Helsinki, Finland.” In an 
exclusive interview with VOA’s Ukrainian 
Service, Kurt Volker, U.S. special representa-
tive for Ukraine negotiations, said that 
Kremlin remarks about the referendum 
were not only misleading but also blatantly 
implausible. “There was no move toward 
recognition of Russia’s claimed annexation 
of Crimea. No support for a referendum. No 
movement toward Russia’s position on a 
protection force for [Organization for 
Security and Cooperation in Europe] moni-
tors that would effectively divide the coun-
try,” said Ambassador Volker. “So, a lot of 
things that people were worried about or 
had predicted might happen [in Helsinki] 
did not happen. So, I don’t think there’s 
really any basis to be worried here,” he said, 
noting that the administration has contin-
ued to maintain sanctions on Russia in con-
cert with European allies and approved 
weapons sales to Kyiv. “Let me just say this: 
that on all of the issues that Ukrainians 
would care about, nothing was given away,” 
he said. “No handing over of gifts to Russia 
at Ukraine’s expense.” The ambassador’s 
comments supplemented initial reactions 
by Garrett Marquis, U.S. National Security 
Council spokesman, who said the White 
House was “not considering’” supporting a 
referendum in eastern Ukraine, and a state-
ment by U.S. State Department spokeswom-
an Heather Nauert, who said an eastern 
Ukraine referendum “would have no legiti-
macy.” The comments by the trio of U.S. offi-
cials followed days of speculation about 

(Continued on page 14)

 ANALYSIS

by Rauf Mammadov
Eurasia Daily Monitor

At the July 16 summit in Helsinki, a 
Russian journalist asked U.S. President 
Donald Trump, who had come there to 
meet with Russia’s Vladimir Putin, about 
the U.S. leader’s earlier accusation (Sputnik 
News, July 11) that Germany is “controlled 
by Russia” due to its growing purchases of 
Russian natural gas. In asking his question, 
the TASS correspondent said Trump’s criti-
cism of Germany’s and other European 
Union members’ support for the Nord 
Stream 2 gas pipeline from Russia flew in 
the face of what he 
called Russia’s indis-
pensable role in sup-
plying Europe with 
the energy resourc-
es it needs, especial-
ly during winter. The 
j o u r n a l i s t  eve n 
reminded Trump 
that Russia deliv-
ered liquefied natu-
ral gas (LNG) to 
freezing Boston last January (Kremlin.ru, 
July 16).

Mr. Trump dodged the question, sug-
gesting that the Nord Stream 2 pipeline 
was ultimately Germany’s “decision that 
they made”: “I did discuss it with [German 
Chancellor] Angela Merkel in pretty strong 
tones, but I also know where they all are 
coming from and they have a very close 
source, so we will see how that all works 
out.” Moreover, he focused on the U.S.’s 
potential to increase its own LNG exports 
to Europe to compete with Russian pipeline 
gas, which he admitted was cheaper. “As 
you know, the United States is now, or soon 
will be – but I think it actually is right now – 
[number one] in the oil and gas world. We 
are going to be selling LNG, and we will 
have to be competing with the pipeline, and 
I think we will compete successfully, 
although there is a little advantage loca-
tionally” (Kremlin.ru, July 16).

Mr. Trump’s off-the-cuff answer raised 
the question of whether the United States 
intends to follow through on the sanctions 
it had previously threatened against 
European Nord Stream 2 consortium mem-
bers if the pipeline goes through. Indeed, it 
appeared to contradict Secretary of State 
Mike Pompeo’s contention, in May, that 
Washington is actively dissuading 
European Union member states from par-
ticipating in the construction of the Nord 
Stream 2 pipeline (TASS, May 18). The U.S. 
president’s rather oblique remarks also 
appeared to support the veracity of a 
recent statement about the Russian gas 
pipeline from Germany’s Ministry of 
Economics: “This is what the U.S. has told 
us – that they are still declining to impose 
sanctions against the gas pipeline for now” 
(Sputnik News, June 29). 

Meanwhile, on July 17, representatives 
from the EU, Ukraine and Russia gathered in 
Berlin to discuss whether Russia would con-
tinue sending gas through Ukraine beyond 
2019, when the contract between Russia 
and Ukraine expires (Ukrinform, July 17). 
During his joint press conference with Mr. 
Trump in Helsinki the day before, Russian 
President Vladimir Putin asserted that 
Russia might extend the contract, but that 
this would depend on resolving the arbitra-
tion proceeding between the two countries 
in Stockholm (Kremlin.ru, July 16).

Yuriy Vitrenko, the chief commercial 
director of the Ukrainian pipeline company 

Naftogaz, disputed the Kremlin leader’s 
words, contending that both the gas-supply 
and gas-transit disputes between Russia 
and Ukraine have already been resolved. 
“The only problem is that Gazprom,” the 
state-owned Russian company that sup-
plies the gas, “is not implementing the deci-
sions of the [Stockholm arbitration] court,” 
he said (Interfax, July 16). Perhaps even 
more intriguing for the European gas sec-
tor was recent news that Naftogaz demand-
ed an $11.58 billion increase in transit tar-
iffs it receives from Gazprom for shipping 
Russian gas to the EU. It justified its 
demand based on “significant changes in 

the European gas 
market” (Naftogaz.
com, July 6). 

P r e s i d e n t 
Trump’s contention 
that U.S. gas can 
c o m p e t e  w i t h 
Ru s s i a n  ga s  i n 
Europe is not only 
flawed but also tac-
tically imprudent 
b e c a u s e  i t  f i t s 

Russia’s narrative that his real motivation 
for opposing Nord Stream 2 is to limit 
Russian competition. Moscow officials con-
tend that the main reason Washington 
opposes the pipeline is so it can sell more 
of its own LNG supplies to Europe. “It is 
pretty clear for everyone that at the core of 
Trump’s statement lie the commercial 
interests of American businesses,” alleged 
Sergei Kalashnikov, the first deputy chair of 
the Russian Federation Council’s (upper 
chamber of Parliament) Committee on 
Economic Policy. “The U.S. is trying to palm 
its own liquefied gas – which is far more 
expensive than Russian natural gas – off on 
Germany and Europe in general,” he 
claimed (Sputnik News, July 11). 

It is true that the shale gas revolution 
has made the United States one of the larg-
est natural gas producers in the world, 
almost overnight. And by increasing the 
world’s supply, it has contributed to liquidi-
ty in the global market. However, the U.S. is 
still far from the largest LNG exporter in the 
world. And countries like Qatar are sending 
substantially more LNG to Europe, at pres-
ent (Oxfordenergy.org, June 1, 2017). In 
fact, the vast majority of U.S. LNG was sold 
to Asia instead of Europe, last year. Reasons 
for this ranged from premium prices in 
Asian markets to clever Russian price mar-
keting in Europe and a continued lack of 
LNG-receiving and transport infrastructure 
in parts of the continent (Eia.gov, June 29). 
Additionally, Russian companies are them-
selves investing heavily in LNG infrastruc-
ture at home so they can ramp up their 
exports to Europe (see Eurasia Daily 
Monitor, March 20).

Even before it became a major LNG player, 
the United States has been pushing Europe 
to bolster its energy security by diversifying 
its transit routes and sources of supply (see 
EDM, August 3, 2007). It is in Washington’s 
geopolitical interest to help Europe become 
less dependent on Russian gas, since 
Moscow has repeatedly used it as a political 
weapon against its neighbors. So, contrary 
to the Russian narrative, Washington’s 
main strategic objective is not to sell more 
gas to Europe. It is to help Europe decrease 
its perilous dependence on Russian gas.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

Russian narrative distorts basis
of U.S. opposition to Nord Stream 2
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Ukrainian Orthodox Church seeks independence from Russian Patriarchate
by Mykola Vorobiov

Eurasia Daily Monitor

On July 27-28, Ukrainian Orthodox 
Christians celebrated the 1,030th anniver-
sary since the medieval Eastern European 
state of Kyivan Rus’ was baptized by 
Volodymyr the Great in the 10th century. 
Two different confessions of the Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church – one belonging to the 
Moscow Patriarchate and the other to the 
Kyiv Patriarchate – conducted separate ral-
lies in downtown Kyiv this past weekend 
(Zn.ua, June 16).

The previous week, Patriarch Filaret, the 
leader of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church – 
Kyiv Patriarchate (UOC-KP), stressed that 
he expected his Church to finally receive 
autocephaly from Constantinople this year, 
which would make the UOC-KP fully inde-
pendent from Moscow’s patronage (Lb.ua, 
June 21). In Eastern Orthodoxy, autocepha-
ly indicates that the particular Church’s 
head bishop does not report to any higher-
ranking authority. 

Earlier this summer, President Petro 
Poroshenko called on fellow Ukrainians to 
“pray and fight” to obtain autocephaly from 
Archbishop of Constantinople and 
Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew I. In Mr. 
Poroshenko’s view, such a step is a “matter 
of national security for Ukraine” 
(Glavnovosti, July 17).

If the UOC-KP is granted full autocephaly, 
this would significantly shrink the number 

of churches and parishioners in Ukraine 
adhering to the competing Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church – Moscow Patriarchate 
(UOC-MP). Though administratively a self-
governing autonomous body, the UOC-MP is 
nonetheless a constituent part of the 
Russian Orthodox Church (ROC). The 
Moscow Patriarchate is the largest among 
the other Eastern Orthodox Churches based 
on the number of adherents. However, the 
ROC maintains this numerically dominant 
position thanks to the fact that, presently, 
almost half of its parishioners live in 
Ukraine (Politeka.ua, May 4).

Moreover, if the Kyiv Church obtains 
canonical status from the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate, the ROC in Ukraine could 
stand to lose substantial property, which 
would be transferred to the newly recog-
nized Ukrainian Church. That said, such par-
ish transfers would not be done forcefully, 
since such a step would break a deal signed 
in 1686 that originally separated the 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church from 
Constantinople and incorporated it into the 
Russian Patriarchate (Gordon.ua, June 16).

According to a May 2016 Razumkov 
Center poll, 23 percent of self-identified 
Ukrainian Orthodox Christians (two-thirds of 
the overall population) belonged to ROC-
affiliated churches. Meanwhile, the estimated 
number of Orthodox parishioners who asso-
ciate themselves with the UOC-KP was signif-
icantly higher – 38 percent of those polled. 
The shift in believers from the Moscow to the 

Kyiv Church continues to grow, and it pre-
dates Russia’s 2014 illegal annexation of the 
Crimean peninsula as well as the ongoing 
Kremlin-backed war in Donbas. The overall 
proportion of Ukrainian adherents to the 
UOC-MP has today fallen to 15 percent, from 
24 percent of the total Ukrainian population 
back in 2010. And between 2000 and 2016, 
the proportion of Ukrainian members of the 
UOC-KP has doubled, from 12 to 25 percent 
(Zn.ua, May 27, 2016). 

Last year, 37 percent of respondents to a 
poll conducted by the survey group 
“Rating” supported autocephaly for the 
Ukrainian Church, while 18 percent dis-
agreed with such an initiative (Delo.ua, July 
26, 2017).

The confrontation between the Moscow 
and Kyiv patriarchates has provoked ten-
sions in some regions where communities 
want to belong to one or another confes-
sion. And in a number of cases, Ukrainian 
priests of the Moscow Patriarchate have 
openly supported the Russian invasion in 
the Donbas and the Kremlin’s policies 
toward Ukraine, thus putting even greater 
pressure on Russian Orthodoxy inside 
Ukraine (Lb.ua, July 17).

Besides the more obvious religious 
implications, there would also be tangible 
political consequences if the Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church receives its independence 
from Moscow. First of all, autocephaly 
would likely be presented as a major 
achievement for President Poroshenko, 

whose popularity ratings have been declin-
ing. According to a KIIS survey conducted 
in March, his support was estimated at only 
9.8 percent (Kiis.com.ua, March 19; 
Transatlanticrelations.org, April 16). 

Given the upcoming presidential elec-
tions, scheduled for March 2019, the 
Poroshenko administration desperately 
needs a quick victory with which to unite 
Ukrainians around the sitting head of state. 
Mr. Poroshenko’s other major achievement, 
visa liberalization with the European 
Union, was signed last year. Hence, the 
president and his Cabinet have been active-
ly fostering the process of autocephaly for 
the UOC-KP and regularly raise this issue in 
the media and with international partners.

The Kremlin, however, is not standing 
aside and can be expected to do everything 
possible to preclude the ecumenical patri-
arch’s recognition of the UOC-KP. Russians 
will discredit any idea of the Ukrainian 
Church’s autocephaly by using the millions 
of local parishioners who belong to the 
Russian Church. The leader of the ROC, 
Patriarch Kirill, has forcefully spoken 
against autocephaly, which, he warned, 
would generate conflict among Ukrainian 
Orthodox Christians (Religion.in.ua, 
November 21, 2016). And in late May, the 
Synod (Supreme Council) of the UOC-MP 
criticized the notion of Constantinople 
granting autocephaly to the Kyiv 

 NEWS ANALYSIS

Quotable notes
…Today, the Trump administration is releasing what we’re calling the Crimea 

Declaration. I won’t read the whole thing. I will submit it for the record. It’s been pub-
licly released as well. But one part reads as follows: ‘The United States calls on Russia 
to respect the principles to which it has long claimed to adhere and to end its occupa-
tion of Crimea.’ End of quote.

“I want to assure this committee that the United States does not and will not rec-
ognize the Kremlin’s purported annexation of Crimea. We stand together with allies, 
partners and the international community in our commitment to Ukraine and its ter-
ritorial integrity. There will be no relief of Crimea-related sanctions until Russia 
returns control of the Crimean peninsula to Ukraine. This Crimea Declaration formal-
izes United States policy of non-recognition. …

“From the outset of this administration, the National Defense Strategy and the 
Russia Integrated Strategy, our approach has been the same: to steadily raise the 
costs of aggression until Vladimir Putin chooses a less confrontational foreign policy, 
while keeping the door open for dialogue in our national interest. Between our two 
nations, the United States and Russia possess over 90 percent of the world’s nuclear 
weapons. President Trump believes that two great nuclear powers should not have a 
contentious relationship. This is not just in our interest but in the interest of the 
whole world. He strongly believes that now is the time for direct communication in 
our relationship in order to make clear to President Putin that there is the possibility, 
however remote it might be, to reverse the negative course of our relationship. 
Otherwise, the administration will continue imposing tough actions against Russia in 
response to its malign activities. …

“In Helsinki, we sought to explore whether Russia was interested in improving our 
relationship but made clear that the ball is in Russia’s court. We defended America’s 
fundamental strategic interests in Syria and Ukraine, and I personally made clear to 
the Russians there will be severe consequences for interference in our democratic 
processes.

“I would also add that President Trump is well aware of the challenges that Russia 
poses to the United States and our partners and allies. He’s taken a staggering number 
of actions to protect our interests. As just a few pieces of proof, I’d like to cite the fol-
lowing: 213 sanctions on Russian entities and individuals in the Trump administra-
tion; 60 Russian spies expelled from the United States of America and the closure of 
Russia’s consulate in Seattle in response to Russia’s chemical weapons use in the 
United Kingdom; the closure of Russia’s consulate in San Francisco, cutting U.S. diplo-
matic staffing by Russia by almost 70 percent; 150 military exercises have been led or 
participated in Europe this year alone; more than $11 billion have been put forward 
for the European Defense [Deterrence] Initiative; we made defensive weapons avail-
able to Ukraine and to Georgia; and just last week the Department of Defense – this is 
after Helsinki – added an additional $200 million in security cooperation funds to 
Ukraine. None of this happened for the eight years that preceded President Trump. …”

– Secretary of State Mike Pompeo in testimony before the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee on July 25 (source: U.S. State Department).

(Continued on page 19)

WASHINGTON – On July 25, while U.S. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo was tes-
tifying in Congress and announced the formal policy reaffirming U.S. rejection of 
“Russia’s attempted annexation of Crimea,” a copy of the Crimea Declaration was 
presented to Ukraine’s Ambassador to the U.S. Valeriy Chaly (right), Deputy Minister 
of Foreign Affairs Serhiy Kyslytsia (left) and Crimean Tatar leader Mustafa Dzhemilev 
(second from left). They were at the State Department, where they received a framed 
copy of the document from Dr. A. Wess Mitchell, assistant secretary of state, Bureau of 
European and Eurasian Affairs. Ambassador Chaly characterized the declaration as “A 
historic, timely and powerful decision of our strategic partner – the United States.”

Embassy of Ukraine to the U.S.

Crimean Declaration presented
in D.C. to Ukrainian leaders
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$10.00 Bilynsky Gloria Epping NH 
 Chirovsky Andriy Tucson AZ 
 Cybyk Martha Toms River NJ 
	 Gela	George	 Pittsfield	 MA 
 Kocybala Arcadia Croton-on-Hudson NY 
 Kutsherenko John Liverpool NY 
 Luciw Wolodymyr Bernville PA 
 Myr Patricia Philadelphia PA 
 Onufryk Irene Flanders NJ 
 Pastuszek William Newton Highlands MA 
 Sochan Ihor Woodcliff Lake NJ 
 Sywyj Stephanie Parma OH 
 Waskiw Vladimir Union NJ
$5.00 O’Hara Michael & Roma Long Island City NY 
 Podolak Eugenia Lehighton PA 
 Sich Dmytro Tulsa OK 
 Strzalka Walter Florence NJ
 
TOTAL: $2,635.00 

Sincere thanks to all contributors  
to The Ukrainian Weekly Press Fund. 
The Ukrainian Weekly Press Fund is the only 
fund dedicated exclusively to supporting  
the work of this publication.

Chumak Way cyclists welcomed in Bloomingdale, Ill.

At the Ukrainian Genocide Holodomor Memorial (from left) are: Kostiantyn 
Samchuk, Serhii Konoval, Consul Yevgenij Drobot, Maria Korkatsch-Groszko, the 
Very Rev. Jaroslav Marikot, the Rev. Mykhailo Leshchyshyn, Yaroslav Matviichuk, 
Olya Akhmedova, Marie Slobidsky, the Rev. Mykola Lypko, John Jaresko and 

Nicholas Kocherha.

Klavdiya Dunayska/KYS Express Inc.

Chumak Way cyclists with members of St. Andrew Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral – Kyiv Patriarchate at the Heavenly Brigade Memorial.

tion so that they may continue to fulfill 
their mission’s objectives. 

In addition, several members of Ukrainian 
American Veterans Post 32 expressed sup-
port for the team’s mission to raise aware-
ness about issues related to Ukraine.

Mr. Samchuk, a member of the Chumak 
Way team, clarified the objectives of the 
project and offered “deepest gratitude to 
the Ukrainian diaspora for all of the moral 
and financial support in 2014 and since 
2014.” Without it, he said, he “could not 
imagine how the Ukrainian nation could 
have survived the strains of aggression.” 

Chumak Way team members participat-
ed in several meet-and-greet activities with 
members of the Ukrainian community and 
bicyclists from local bicycle clubs of 
Chicago and its suburbs on Friday and 
Saturday, July 20-21. 

On Sunday, July 22, the team also sched-
uled a community meeting with members 
of St. Joseph the Betrothed Ukrainian 
Catholic Church in Chicago. 

Maria Korkatsch-Groszko, Ph.D., is an 
executive board member of St. Andrew 
Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral – Kyivan 
Patriarchate and the Ukrainian Genocide 
Famine Foundation-U.S.A. Inc.

by Maria Korkatsch-Groszko

BLOOMINGDALE, Ill. – Members of St. 
Andrew Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral – 
Kyivan Patriarchate in Bloomingdale, Ill., 
and members of the Ukrainian Genocide 
Famine Foundation-U.S.A. Inc., gathered on 
Sunday, July 22, to welcome Consul Yevgeniy 
Drobot from the Consulate General of 
Ukraine in Chicago and four members of the 
Chumak Way – Cycle U.S. & Canada for 
Peace team consisting of Ukrainian war vet-
erans and members of ATO: Kostiantyn 
Samchuk, Yaroslav Matviichuk, Olya 
Akhmedova and Serhii Konoval. 

In Illinois, the team was sponsored by 
the Consulate General of Ukraine in 
Chicago with the support of the Ukrainian 
Congress Committee of America – Illinois 
Division and the Ukrainian organization 
Orange Wave. 

These young cyclists, veterans of the 
ongoing war in Ukraine with Russia, have 
committed with determination to ride 
10,000 kilometers (6,000 miles) and visit 
400 towns in 100 days in North America. 
Their project began in May in Los Angeles. 
Their mission is to raise awareness in North 
America regarding the current state of 
affairs in Ukraine; to unite Ukrainians 
worldwide into a strong united force 
against Russian aggression; to present inno-
vative cycling projects in Ukraine and pro-
mote these advances in North America; to 
raise funds in support of those impacted by 
the war in Ukraine. The cyclists are a mem-
ber group of the Proidy-Svit Foundation.

Following Sunday liturgy, the Very Rev. 
Victor Poliarny, pastor of St. Andrew 

Ukrainian Orthodox Church and secretary 
of the Vicariate of the Ukrainian Orthodox 
Church – Kyivan Patriarchate in the United 
States and Canada, welcomed the team of 
cyclists on behalf of the parish. He 
expressed “sincere gratitude to you, who 
have been put in harm’s way to defend and 
assert the rights and freedom of Ukraine.”

Parish members and cyclists proceeded 
to the Heavenly Brigade Memorial and the 
Ukrainian Genocide Holodomor Memorial, 
where the Rev. Mychailo Leshchyshyn, assis-
tant pastor, the Very Rev. Mykola Lypko and 
the Very Rev. Jaroslav Marikot officiated dur-
ing prayers for the heroes who perished 
defending the sovereignty and territorial 
integrity of Ukraine and in memory of the 
10 million victims of the Holodomor. Team 
members placed wreaths at both monu-
ments in memory of the departed. 

 In a brief address, John Jaresko, presi-
dent of the church board, welcomed the 
cyclists and commended them on their 
efforts to promote “humanitarian assis-
tance and encouragement of patriotism in 
Ukraine and worldwide.” He thanked them 
for “spreading awareness of the needs of 
the internally displaced persons in eastern 
Ukraine at this time, when 
the world has forgot-
ten about Ukraine 
and is focused on 
the meeting in 
H e l s i n k i .”  M r. 
Jaresko presented 
the team with the 
flag of Illinois and a 
monetary gift from 
the parish. 

Also, Nicholas Kocherha, president of 
the Ukrainian Genocide Foundation-U.S.A., 
greeted the guests, voicing the deepest 
respect for the team’s effort to serve as a 
valuable informational resource on inter-
nal affairs in Ukraine. Marie Slobidsky, sec-
retary of the UGFF-U.S.A., presented the 
team with a monetary gift from the founda-
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Ukrainian Catholic Church highlighted at Napa Institute conference
by Alexander Kuzma

UCEF

IRVINE, Calif. – Each summer since 
2011, the Napa Institute has served as an 
important gathering place for American 
Catholic leaders seeking to develop new 
strategies and to discuss critical challenges 
facing the Church and its faithful. In past 
years, featured speakers have included 
Cardinals Timothy Dolan and Christoph 
Schonborn, papal biographer George 
Weigel, and presidential contenders Rick 
Santorum and Carly Fiorina. 

The Ukrainian Catholic Education 
Foundation has been a regular attendee at 
these conferences, along with other non-
profit sponsors. UCEF has also co-spon-
sored informational exhibits to help raise 
awareness of the Ukrainian Catholic 
Church, its heroic resistance to Soviet tyr-
anny and its dramatic revival since emerg-
ing from the Underground in 1990. This 
year in mid-July, the organizers of Napa 
Institute invited Bishop Borys Gudziak, 
Father Mark Morozowich, and two of the 
vice-rectors of the Ukrainian Catholic 
University – Sophia Opatska and Myroslav 
Marynovych – to present major speeches 
and an in-depth panel discussion on the 
history of the Ukrainian Catholic Church. 
These presentations were delivered to a 
large prime-time audience of prominent 
Catholic clergy, business leaders and phi-
lanthropists.

The first of the lectures was delivered on 
July 12, when Father Morozowich, the dean 
of theology at The Catholic University of 
America, gave an impassioned presentation 
on the deeply inspiring relationship 
between Pope John Paul II and the 
Ukrainian Catholic Church. 

He devoted much of his lecture to the life 
of Cardinal Joseph Slipyj and his remark-
able 20-year tenure as the patriarch of the 
largest Eastern rite Church. After spending 
18 years in a Soviet prison camp, Slipyj was 
released in 1963 and played the pivotal role 
in reinvigorating the Ukrainian Catholic 
Church worldwide. 

Father Morozowich also focused on St. 
John Paul’s historic papal visit to Ukraine in 
2001, when he beatified 28 Ukrainian mar-
tyrs and saints and blessed the cornerstone 
of the Ukrainian Catholic University in Lviv.

On Saturday, July 14, Bishop Borys led a 
panel discussion titled “From the Soviet 
Underground to the Revolution of Dignity.” 
As the president of the Ukrainian Catholic 
University (UCU), and the leader of the St. 
Volodymyr Eparchy of Paris that encom-
passes all Ukrainian Catholic parishes in 
France, Switzerland, Belgium, the 
Netherlands and Luxembourg, Bishop 
Borys was able to offer a unique perspective 
on the dramatic growth of the Ukrainian 
Catholic Church, and its role in the demo-
cratic reform movement in Ukraine. 

Bishop Borys introduced Prof. Myroslav 
Marynovych, UCU’s vice-rector of university 
mission, to offer his perspective as a survi-
vor of seven years of hard labor in one of the 
harshest prison camps in the Soviet gulag – 
Perm Camp 36. In 2014, Prof. Marynovych 
was the recipient of the Truman-Reagan 
Medal of Freedom in Washington and was 
honored with the Sergio Vieira de Mello 
Humanitarian Award (2013). 

Prof. Marynovych told the audience that 
the world has not yet come to grips with 
the legacy of the Soviet Union.

“We are dealing now with the conse-
quence of the injustice made by the 1945 
Yalta agreement. Firstly, it created double 

standards in evaluating the crimes of totali-
tarian systems: Nazi crimes were publicly 
and totally condemned; Communist crimes 
were covered up by security imperatives 
and almost taken out of ethical evaluation.” 

He continued: “For many people in the 
West, Nazi Germany was an absolute evil, 
while the Communist Soviet Union was a 
victorious good with some occasional dark 
spots on its shining garments. What was 
forgotten was the fact that the main winner 
of the war, Stalin’s Soviet Union, entered the 
war as an ally of its main begetter, Hitler’s 
Germany.”

Prof. Marynovych pointed out the pain-
ful ironies inherent in this double standard: 
”the world heard the pain of victims of 
Gestapo and didn’t hear that of victims of 
the NKVD.” As Leszek Kolakowski ironically 
put it: “Should a prisoner who was dying in 
Vorkuta [Siberia] be pleased… with the fact 
that he avoided the same fate in Dachau? 
The moral equation of Nazism and commu-
nism is, from my point of view, absolutely 
justified and even necessary.”

Prof. Marynovych urged the audience not 
to underestimate the danger posed by the 
Putin regime. He pointed out that Vladimir 
Putin has taken a new approach in his rival-
ry with the United States. “There was a time 
when [Nikita] Khrushchev invented the slo-
gan: ‘Let us catch up to America and leave it 
behind!’ The idea was to make the Soviet 
Union as big as the U.S.A. Now Putin under-
stands that is impossible. So the goal was 
modified: ‘Let us make America and the 
West as weak as possible and force it down 
to our level.’ So it is not only Ukraine that is 
under threat,” he said. “The whole civilized 

order is under a state of siege.”
Prof. Opatska, the vice-rector for academ-

ic affairs at UCU and the co-founder of the 
Lviv Business School, offered her assess-
ment of the 2013-2014 Maidan Revolution 
of Dignity and the pivotal moment this rep-
resented for the Ukrainian people. 

Prof. Opatska also raised the plight of 
filmmaker and political prisoner Oleg 
Sentsov as an icon of Ukraine’s ongoing 
struggle against Russian aggression. She 
said that she felt a special kinship with Mr. 
Sentsov as they both are 42 years old, yet Mr. 
Sentsov is on the 68th day of a hunger strike 
protesting his unjust imprisonment on 
trumped-up charges for having denounced 
Russia’s illegal annexation of Crimea. 

At the conclusion of the panel discus-
sion, Timothy Busch, a prominent attorney 
in California’s Orange County and the 
founder of the Napa Institute, took the 
stage to present a special award to Prof. 
Marynovych in honor of his moral witness 
against Soviet tyranny.

The extensive exposure provided for the 
Ukrainian Catholic Church at this year’s 
Napa conference also included an Eastern 
Rite liturgy that was celebrated by Bishop 
Borys and Bishop Venedykt Alekseychuk, the 
head of the St. Nicholas Eparchy of Chicago, 
which includes Ukrainian Catholic churches 
on the West Coast and all regions west of 
Chicago. The liturgy in the picturesque grot-
to chapel at the Meritage Hotel and 
Conference Center in Napa attracted a num-
ber of Roman Catholics interested in learn-
ing more about the Eastern Rite Churches. 

UCC

OTTAWA – Stefan Horlatsch, prominent 
Ukrainian Canadian community leader, 
Holodomor survivor and educator, passed 
away on July 14 at age 97.

Born in the Zaporizhia Oblast of Ukraine, 
Mr. Horlatsch survived the Holodomor as a 
child. He was dedicated to educating people 
about the Famine-Genocide of 1932-1933. 
He frequently spoke publicly about his 
experiences and the importance of ensur-
ing that such events as the Holodomor are 
never repeated.

On the 75th anniversary of the 
Holodomor, Mr. Horlatsch carried the 
International Holodomor Remembrance 
Flame across Canada (a joint project with 
the Ukrainian World Congress and the 

Ukrainian Canadian Congress). During this 
remarkable journey, he visited 17 cities and 
countless schools, educating schoolchil-
dren, teachers, politicians and all Canadians 
about this tragic yet important part of 
world history.

A teacher by profession, Mr. Horlatsch 
was one of the founders of the Ukrainian 
Youth Association in Canada, former presi-
dent of the Canadian Friends of Ukraine 
and the author of seven books. Following 
the re-establishment of Ukraine’s indepen-
dence, Mr. Horlatsch initiated the “Walk of 
Freedom,” covering more than 4,500 kilo-
meters across Ukraine.

“On behalf of the Ukrainian Canadian 
community, I express my sincere condo-
lences to Mr. Horlatsch’s family and 
friends,” stated Paul Grod, national presi-

dent of the Ukrainian Canadian Congress. 
“The loss of Mr. Horlatsch is a great loss for 
our community. Mr. Horlatsch was a 
Ukrainian and Canadian patriot who did so 
much to educate thousands of people about 
the Holodomor Famine-Genocide and to 
help the people of Ukraine build a better 
future. He dedicated his life to the service of 
our community, Ukraine’s freedom and 
education. Mr. Horlatsch was an inspiration 
to me personally, and to so many others in 
our community. He will be remembered for 
his kindness, enthusiasm, openness and 
willingness to dedicate his time and effort 
to so many important causes.”

Mr. Horlatsch is survived by his wife, 
Sophie Horlatsch, son Walter, daughter 
Natalie, seven grandchildren and three 
great-grandchildren.

OBITUARY: Stefan Horlatsch, 97, Ukrainian Canadian community leader

Stefan Horlatsch
UCC

 Napa Institute founder Timothy Busch presents the Cardinal Chaput Award for 
Moral Leadership in the Public Square to Myroslav Marynovych, a former political 
prisoner and the vice-rector of university mission at the Ukrainian Catholic 
University. From left are: Mr. Busch, Fr. Robert Spitzer (director of the Magis 
Institute and former president of Gonzaga University), John Meier (president of the 
Napa Institute), Prof. Marynovych, Prof. Sophia Opatska and Bishop Borys Gudziak.

Alexander Kuzma/UCEF

Sophia Opatska, vice-rector of academic affairs at UCU, urges the audience to 
demand the release of Oleg Sentsov, and to support Ukraine’s ongoing struggle 

against Russian aggression. (Continued on page 18)
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The post on social media caught our eye. “LAST CHANCE TO SAVE A CEMETERY,” 
the Ukrainian Canadian Civil Liberties Association wrote on August 1. “Help us save 
the unique Ukrainian internee cemetery at Spirit Lake.”

Here’s the background: During Canada’s national internment operations of 1914-
1920, those deemed to be “enemy aliens” because they came from countries then at 
war with the British Empire – including Ukrainians who emigrated from lands part 
of the Austro-Hungarian Empire – were sent to internment camps across the coun-
try. There were 24 such camps, where 8,759 men, women and children were held, 
and Spirit Lake, in Quebec, was one of them. (To read more on this topic, we suggest 
the recent entry on “Ukrainian Internment in Canada” in The Canadian Encyclopedia 
(https://thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/ukrainian-internment-in-canada/).

Those sent to Spirit Lake came mostly from the Montreal area; others were 
brought in from Ontario, Alberta and British Columbia. At its peak, Spirit Lake held 
1,312 internees, among them about 60 families. At least 16 burials took place at the 
camp’s cemetery; at least a dozen of these were of Ukrainians who died while 
interned. The camp today is the site of the evocative sculpture “Interned Madonna” 
by John Boxtel, a work that was commissioned by the UCCLA and unveiled in July 
2001. There is also a small museum, run by the Spirit Lake Camp Corporation, that 
houses a permanent historical display. But access to the cemetery is contentious.

The UCCLA’s Dr. Lubomyr Luciuk, a professor at the Royal Military College of 
Canada, explained: “The Spirit Lake internee cemetery has been in a deteriorating 
condition for many years. Despite many years of effort, this unique historic site will 
simply be erased from the cultural landscape if no determined government interven-
tion occurs in the near future. It is most certainly up to Ottawa to redress this situa-
tion since it was the government of Canada that rounded up these civilians, trans-
ported them into the forests of the Abitibi, herded them behind Canadian barbed 
wire and then exploited their labor. Those who perished in these difficult circum-
stances were buried there, far from their communities and loved ones. Not one of 
the 16 men and some children who died at the Spirit Lake internment camp 
between 1915 and 1917 would ever have been there if the government had not 
branded them as ‘enemy aliens.’ …”

And here’s the problem: Canada’s Department of Agriculture sold the land on 
which the cemetery is located to the province of Quebec in 1936, and in 1988 
Quebec sold it to a farmer. The current owner has rejected attempts to restore the 
hallowed ground and, according to the UCCLA, the cemetery is now “all but lost to 
the boreal forest.” The federal government, which established the internment camps, 
says this is Quebec’s problem. Dr. Luciuk argues: “…regardless of whom Ottawa sold 
the land to, or what happened to it in the decades following, saving this internee 
cemetery from oblivion is a federal obligation, and long overdue.”

The UCCLA has been involved in securing recognition, restitution and reconcilia-
tion for the grave injustice of the World War I-era internment operation. It has 
placed historical markers and statues at internment sites across the country, and it 
continues to work on raising awareness and educating the public about this shame-
ful episode of Canadian history whose legacy is felt even today. Now it seeks to save 
the cemetery where Spirit Lake’s internees were buried. And not merely to save it, 
but to “secure, restore and reconsecrate this historic site.” 

A petition initiated by Dr. Luciuk and sponsored by Member of Parliament James 
Bezan, who represents the Manitoba riding of Selkirk-Interlake-Eastman, calls upon 
“the government of Canada to use whatever measures necessary to provide for the 
archaeological examination, restoration, re-consecration and limited ongoing site vis-
its for commemorative and religious services to the Spirit Lake internee cemetery, 
working in collaboration with the Canadian First World War Internment Recognition 
Fund, Ukrainian Canadian Civil Liberties Association and Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress, so hallowing the victims of Canada’s first national internment operations.”

We urge all our readers who are citizens and residents of Canada to sign the online 
petition (https://petitions.ourcommons.ca/en/Petition/Details?Petition=e-1643), 
which is open for signatures until August 15 at 4:57 pm EDT, according to the House 
of Commons site. Spirit Lake Cemetery must be saved.

The Ukrainian Weekly

Forty-five years ago, on August 6, 1973, Roman and Lewko 
Strockyj, the Ukrainian dancing duo, had a group of Soviet sailors 
and their American hosts gaping – both at the dances that they 
performed aboard a Soviet oil tanker and the golden trident, the 
national emblem of free Ukraine, which was flaunted on the 
duo’s costumes.

The Strockyj brothers were invited by the JOC Oil U.S.A., Inc., to perform aboard the 
Soviet tanker Fedor Poletaev as part of a lavish reception staged for the crew of the Arab 
oil-carrying ship. The Strockyj brothers not only danced two Ukrainian dances, but 
apprised the rather exclusive gathering of the horrid situation in Ukraine by exclaiming 
into staring cameras, “Free Ukrainian and Jewish political prisoners” to the consternation 
of the Red big-wigs and the American oil executives.

“The sailors were all smiles and tears,” said Roman Strockyj, “as we came on the stage 
in our trident-adorned costumes and Mike Koziupa, our accordionist, hit off with the 
Ukrainian music. But some of the ship’s officers were visibly chagrined at the site.”

The Strockyj brothers, having performed six nights a week, two shows a night, at the 
Casino Russe in New York City, and after a crowd-pleasing engagement at Radio City Music 
Hall, were invited by a New York-based public relations firm to do “something native for 
the Soviet sailors” as part of the reception marking the inauguration of shipping of oil to 
the U.S. by Soviet tankers.

Aug.
6

1973

Turning the pages back...

by Paul Goble

The former Ukrainian exarchate of the 
Moscow Patriarchate, which now styles 
itself as the Ukrainian Orthodox Church – 
Moscow Patriarchate (UOC-MP), has con-
tinued to flourish when other “survivals of 
post-Soviet Russian imperialism” have not, 
Aleksandr Soldatov says. But its own 
nature means that it is caught in an ulti-
mately unsustainable situation, he notes.

The UOC-MP, the Russian religious 
affairs expert says, is caught between its 
own caesaro-papist traditions of at least 
implicit deference to the government of the 
country where it is located and the aspira-
tions of the Moscow Patriarchate to reduce 
it to a set of bishoprics within the Moscow 
Church itself (risu.org.ua/ru/index/expert_
thought/open_theme/71875/).

Consequently, Mr. Soldatov continues, 
the UOC-MP’s repeated declarations that it 
is the only institution that represents 
Ukrainians on both sides of the conflict in 
the Donbas ring hollow given how the 
Moscow Patriarchate – that is, the Russian 
Orthodox Church – has behaved with 
respect to the UOC-MP’s parishes in 
Russian-occupied Crimea and towards the 
UOC-MP as a whole.

After Russia’s annexation of Crimea, the 
Moscow Patriarchate not only liquidated all 
churches on the Ukrainian peninsula that 
were loyal to the Ukrainian Orthodox 
Church – Kyiv Patriarchate (UOC-KP) but 
took over all their property and imposed 
control over the appointment of all reli-
gious leaders there, Mr. Soldatov says, thus 
completely undermining the still-existing 

statutes of the UOC-MP.
The Moscow Patriarchate has been even 

more active in the Donbas, seeking to gain 
direct control over all Orthodox churches 
there – a step that violates Russian 
Patriarch Kirill’s talk about “canonical terri-
tories” whose defense has gotten him into 
trouble with the Kremlin but negates the 
UOC-MP’s efforts to present itself as a 
defender of the faith in Ukraine.

 “Among the bishops, clergy and laity of 
the UOC-MP,” Mr. Soldatov says, “there are 
patriots of Ukraine; and their number is 
gradually growing. But the collective identi-
ty of this Church up to now is based on an 
imperial, or if you prefer post-imperial, 
model with its center in Moscow.”

According to the analyst, “the ideologues 
of the UOC-MP really are offering a certain 
program for overcoming ‘the contradic-
tions’ of East and West, but they all are 
infected by ‘Moscow-centrism,’ on a return 
to the ‘Great Russian’ type of church rela-
tionship and to the Moscow historical 
myth.”

There are many reasons for the vitality 
of this approach – psychological, cultural, 
political and financial – Mr. Soldatov says; 
but its ultimate duplicity is on display in 
the double standards applied to 
Orthodoxy in Ukraine and to Orthodoxy in 
Russian-occupied territories where the 
Church supports Moscow’s position in all 
things even as the UOC-MP attacks Kyiv 
policies.

That is gradually becoming increasingly 
obvious to Ukrainians in the UOC-MP and 
diminishing its flock precisely because its 
hierarchs toe Moscow’s line.

by Paul Goble

The Soviet government followed by the 
Belarusian regime of  Alyaksandr 
Lukashenka have done their utmost to 
destroy the Belarusian language, but the 
Belarusian people have kept it alive much 
as Jews persecuted for their beliefs kept 
their faith and are now reviving it despite 
Mr. Lukashenka’s opposition.

In a remarkable article in today’s Novaya 
Gazeta titled “We are Real!” Irina Khalip, 
the paper’s correspondent for Belarus, 
point out that most Belarusians are put off 
by the military parades Mr. Lukashenka 
loves to watch but not just because of the 
dust and damage to the roads they leave 
behind (novayagazeta.ru/articles/2018/ 
06/27/76960-my-nastoyaschie).

Instead, they are offended by Mr. 
Lukashenka’s marshal’s uniform, by the 
interior ministry’s wearing an NKVD uni-

form from the 1930s, and by the fact that 
all the orders in the military are given in 
Russian.  Some view this as a group of uni-
formed collaborators; but others as “an 
army of occupation.” 

And they see such performances and 
especially the use of the Russian language 
not only as “alien” to themselves but as “the 
result of a longstanding, targeted and 
planned destruction of Belarusian,” their 
native language.  Such “a loss of language 
always leads to distrust and even hostile 
feelings toward government institutions.”

Khalip says she is “very sad that 
Russians, including alas friends, colleagues, 
educated and intelligent people most often 
of all do not understand the drama here.” 
Even in her own paper, she notes, there 
sometimes appear lines like “’only Russian 
will give a Belarusian access to science and 
culture; otherwise they will sit in their vil-
lages at a time of space flights.’”

“I do not intend to engage in polemics,” 
she continues. “I do not want to explain to 
the author that access to science and cul-
ture is possible in any language, that for the 
Belarusians the professional path to the 
West rather than the east is for the 
Belarusians much more popular, with 
Polish and Czech is not English more 
important and with more prospects than 
Russian.”

“The state of the Belarusian language 
now didn’t drop on us from the sky,” the 

Ukrainian Orthodox Church – Moscow Patriarchate
caught in an unsustainable situation, expert says

Moscow and Minsk have tried to destroy Belarusian,
but Belarusian people are preserving and reviving it

(Continued on page 14)

Save Spirit Lake’s cemetery

 WINDOW ON EURASIA

Paul Goble is a long-time specialist on 
ethnic and religious questions in Eurasia 
who has served in various capacities in the 
U.S. State Department, the Central 
Intelligence Agency and the International 
Broadcasting Bureau, as well as at the Voice 
of America and Radio Free Europe/Radio 
Liberty and the Carnegie Endowment for 
International Peace. The article above is 
reprinted with permission from his blog 
called “Window on Eurasia” (http://windo-
woneurasia2.blogspot.com/). (Continued on page 19)
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 FOR THE RECORD  COMMENTARY

Dear Editor:

One of the highlights of spending a sum-
mer in Cambridge, Mass., has been the abili-
ty to attend the Harvard Ukrainian Summer 
Institute’s Wednesday Evening Public 
Lectures. This summer, the HUSI students, 
along with other Harvard students and fac-
ulty, and the public, both Ukrainian and 
non-Ukrainian, have been treated to lec-
tures on a wide range of topics.

For example, Prof. Steven Seegel spoke 
about his new book, “Map Men,” and the 
mapping of Ukraine, Kateryna Ruban spoke 
on the decommunization of Ukraine, Prof. 
Serhii Plokhii spoke on his new book, 
“Chernobyl,” and Prof. William Risch spoke 
on Euro-Maidan dreams. Regrettably, I will 
miss Prof. George Grabowicz’s lecture, 
however, last summer we were mesmer-
ized by his scholarly biography of Taras 
Shevchenko.

In its 50 years of existence, the Harvard 
Ukrainian Research Institute has provided 
scholarly leadership in Ukrainian studies. I 
doubt that any of its founding fathers ever 
even dreamed that archives, data and other 
scholarly resources in Ukraine would be 
open to scholars and that free travel would 
allow inquiries that were previously forbid-
den to Western scholars. It’s also amazing 
how many of the leaders in Ukrainian stud-
ies worldwide have studied or visited 
HURI.

It is refreshing to see that some doctoral 

students come to HUSI because their schol-
arly work intersects with Ukrainian topics 
and they see the need to become familiar 
with the Ukrainian language. Inclusion of 
Ukrainian sources in a wide range of schol-
arship will stimulate a greater understand-
ing of Ukraine and Eastern Europe, before, 
during and after Communism.

As a member of Harvard Ukrainian 
Summer Institute’s first class in 1971, I 
must say it is exciting to see how two aca-
demic generations later students are learn-
ing about Ukraine.

Ladimer S. Nagurney, Ph.D.
Amherst, Mass.

HUSI and HURI,
Ukrainian studies

 LETTER TO THE EDITOR

GUIDELINES FOR LETTERS 
TO THE EDITOR

The Ukrainian Weekly welcomes letters 
to the editor and commentaries on a vari-
ety of topics of concern to the Ukrainian 
American and Ukrainian Canadian com-
munities. Opinions expressed by colum-
nists, commentators and letter-writers are 
their own and do not necessarily reflect 
the opinions of either The Weekly edito-
rial staff or its publisher, the Ukrainian 
National Association.

Letters must be signed (anonymous let-
ters are not published). The daytime phone 
number and complete mailing address of 
the letter-writer must be given for verifica-
tion purposes. 

Please note: The length of letters cannot 
exceed 500 words. Letters may be edit-
ed or abridged. Letters should be sent to  
staff@ukrweekly.com or to The Ukrainian 
Weekly, 2200 Route 10, P.O. Box 280, 
Parsippany, NJ 07054.

The news release below was issued by the 
Ukrainian Congress Committee of America 
on July 25.

The Ukrainian Congress Committee of 
America (UCCA), the largest representation 
of over 1.5 million Americans of Ukrainian 
descent, welcomes today’s long-awaited 
declaration by the United States 
Department of State, affirming as the 
United States did in 1940 with the Welles 
Declaration, the non-recognition of “the 
Kremlin’s claims of sovereignty over terri-
tory seized by force in contravention of 
internat ional  law.”  The “Crimea 
Declaration,” as signed by Secretary of State 
Michael Pompeo, rejects “Russia’s attempt-
ed annexation of Crimea” and pledges that 
the United States intends to maintain this 
policy of refusal to recognize Russia’s illegal 
assertions “until Ukraine’s territorial integ-
rity is restored.”

UCCA President Andriy Futey responded 
enthusiastically to today’s declaration, stat-
ing, “Today the U.S. government sent a 
strong message of support to those living 
under direct threat from Russia’s unrelent-
ing aggressive behavior. The United States 
and Ukraine stand united, as demonstrated 
by the recently increased U.S. security 
assistance to the government of Ukraine, 
which will help deter the government of 
the Russian Federation from further desta-
bilizing and invading Ukraine and other 
independent countries.”

The United States’ refusal to recognize 

the Soviet Union’s occupation of three 
Baltic countries – Estonia, Latvia, and 
Lithuania –was enshrined in the 1940 
Welles Declaration by then-acting 
Secretary of State Sumner Welles. Doubted 
by some as a merely a symbolic gesture, the 
Welles Declaration would go on to outlast 
the Soviet Union’s collapse in 1991, and 
made clear to our allies that the United 
States stood with them no matter the cir-
cumstances. 

The UCCA began its advocacy for a “21st 
century Welles Declaration” for Crimea 
immediately after the invasion of Ukraine 
began on February 27, 2014. In previous 
statements, the UCCA has categorically 
rejected Russia’s March 2014 staged plebi-
scite in Crimea and forced “annexation” of 
the peninsula. UCCA continues to call upon 
elected officials in Congress and the White 
House to work to aid Ukraine, including 
those Ukrainian citizens living under for-
eign occupation. Russia currently impris-
ons over 60 Ukrainians abducted illegally 
from their homeland, including the award-
winning filmmaker Oleh Sentsov, a native 
of Crimea. All Ukrainian citizens living 
under Russia occupation live under con-
stant threat of imprisonment and torture, 
including the all too common “disappear-
ance” of activists, journalists, or ethnic 
minorities such as the indigenous Crimean 
Tatar people, whose language, rights, and 
culture are being threatened as much today 
as they were during the Soviet and tsarist 
regimes.

UCCA lauds “Crimea Declaration”

The press statement below was released 
by the Ukrainian World Congress on July 25.

The Ukrainian World Congress (UWC) 
welcomes the statement issued on 25 July 
2018 by United States Secretary of State 
Mike Pompeo reaffirming, as policy, the 
refusal of the United States of America to 
recognize the occupation by the Russian 
Federation of Crimea and pledging to main-
tain this policy until Ukraine’s territorial 
integrity is restored.

In his statement, the U.S. Secretary of 
State declared:

“Russia, through its 2014 invasion of 
Ukraine and its attempted annexation of 
Crimea, sought to undermine a bedrock 
international principle shared by demo-
cratic states: that no country can change 
the borders of another by force. …

“As we did in the Welles Declaration in 
1940, the United States reaffirms as policy 
its refusal to recognize the Kremlin’s claims 
of sovereignty over territory seized by force 
in contravention of international law. In 

concert with allies, partners and the inter-
national community, the United States 
rejects Russia’s attempted annexation of 
Crimea and pledges to maintain this policy 
until Ukraine’s territorial integrity is 
restored.

“The United States calls on Russia to 
respect the principles to which it has long 
claimed to adhere and to end its occupation 
of Crimea. As democratic states seek to build 
a free, just, and prosperous world, we must 
uphold our commitment to the international 
principle of sovereign equality and respect 
the territorial integrity of other states.”

“The Ukrainian World Congress com-
mends the United States and its secretary 
of state, Mike Pompeo for taking this princi-
pled position and urges the international 
community to echo this renewed call for an 
end to the occupation of Crimea and the 
restoration of respect for the territorial 
integrity of all independent states, includ-
ing Ukraine, as a foundation of global peace 
and security,” stated UWC President Eugene 
Czolij.

Ukrainian World Congress welcomes
 statement by U.S. secretary of state

U.S.-Ukraine Foundation issues statement
The board of directors of the U.S.-Ukraine 

Foundation released the following statement 
on July 25.

We welcome Secretary Michael R. 
Pompeo and this afternoon’s Crimea 
Declaration reaffirming Crimea as an inte-
gral part of Ukraine. This clearly under-
scores that the U.S. and the international 
community fully support Ukraine’s territo-

rial integrity and sovereignty and that 
Russian aggression will not be tolerated. 
Russia’s illegal annexation violates all stan-
dard international norms and agreements, 
including the Budapest Memorandum and 
the Helsinki Accords. The secretary’s state-
ment underscores the president’s contin-
ued support of Ukraine and his willingness 
to take a firm stand against Russian aggres-
sion.

by Ihor Mirchuk

In his recent article, Oleh Wolowyna 
(July 1-July 8) argues the imperativeness of 
Ukrainians embracing in unison the con-
spicuously precise number of Holodomor 
victims which the group of demographers 
which he was a part of arrived at. Using fig-
ures significantly higher than his team’s is 
“counterproductive” for efforts to present a 
“credible basis for the Holodomor narra-
tive,” he writes.

Ironically, literature on all other geno-
cides tends to give a range of victim esti-
mates, and no scholar considers the wide 
range as reason to question their narrative. 
Figures for the Armenian Genocide range 
from 800,000 to 1.5 million, the Cambodian 
– 1.5 million to 3 million, the Rwandan – 
500,000 to 1 million, the Holocaust - 4.5 
million to 6 million, etc.

Leaving the statistical debate aside to 
experts, the arguments that Dr. Wolowyna 
presents nonetheless deserve attention.

It’s inaccurate to say that the 7 million 
figure is derived from a misreading of stat-
istician S. Sosnovyi’s 1942 article. That and 
similar figures appeared in western 
Ukrainian and émigré newspapers yet in 
the 1930s based on confidential conversa-
tions with Soviet Ukrainian officials. 
Visiting correspondent Henry Lang of the 
Yiddish-language Daily Forward reported 
that Mykola Skrypnyk (a leader in the 

Communist Party [Bolshevik] of the 
Ukrainian SSR) and Vsevolod Balitsky 
(NKVD chief during the Famine) mentioned 
8 million deaths. Those figures must have 
been circulating, for even Walter Duranty of 
The New York Times revealed privately to 
the British Embassy in Moscow that he 
heard 10 million may have died. Former 
Soviet specialists calculated 5 million to 8 
million in articles that appeared during the 
wartime German occupation, and it was 
among eastern Ukrainian survivors and 
authors that 7 million became standard. In 
the first larger works of émigré authors 
Sosnovyi’s computations were carefully 
analyzed by scholars such as the econo-
mist-statistician Dmytro Soloviy, who gen-
erally concur that statistical calculations 
point to approximately 7 million deaths.

Dr. Wolowyna seems to denigrate the 
reliance on two or three censuses as the 
starting point for the 7 million figure, but 
the number given for the Jewish Holocaust 
is also based on demographic comparisons 
(the 6 million figure is attributed to Adolph 
Eichmann).

The deduction of deaths that would have 
occurred had there been no famine needs 
review. Where’s the logic of not including 
the number that would have died anyway 
even though, most likely, the two-thirds of 
them who lived in rural areas died from 
starvation?

Dr. Wolowyna dismisses Volodymyr 
Serhiychuk’s call to count “different kinds 
of [related] deaths,” but he ignores the fact 
that Holocaust counts include not only Jews 
executed or gassed to death, but those who 
died from diseases and starvation in con-

About the number of Holodomor victims

Ihor Mirchuk of Easton, Pa., is the author 
of the informational sections on the 
Holodomor in the workbook “Genocide: 
Never Again” of the Pennsylvania 
Department of Education. The workbook 
can be found online. (Continued on page 14)
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Church diplomacy: Kyiv between Moscow and Constantinople
Ukraine Crisis Media Center

In 2018 Ukraine is celebrating the 1,030th 
anniversary of the baptism of Ukraine-Rus’. 
This year’s celebration will be special – in 
April of this year, President Petro Poroshenko 
announced the possibility of a historic deci-
sion for the country: a single, autonomous 
autocephalous Church, independent of 
Moscow, may be created in Ukraine. It was 
expected that Ecumenical Patriarch 
Bartholomew would grant a Tomos for this 
by July 27-28. Then the expected date shifted 
to Ukraine’s Independence Day (August 24). 
Today it is clear: the process is very likely to 
be completed by the end of the year. In the 
UCMC analysis below: why this issue is impor-
tant to the country, how it is related to geo-
politics and what we can expect.

Geography and geopolitics  
of the Orthodox world

Today, the Orthodox world has about 300 
million believers worldwide. The Patriarchate 
of Constantinople (in Istanbul) has historical-
ly claimed primacy in the Orthodox world. At 
the same time, the Russian Patriarchate 
believes the primacy of Constantinople to be a 
pure formality, because the largest Orthodox 
Church in today’s world is Russian. According 
to the established typology, universal 
Orthodoxy is conditionally divided into two 
parts: the Greek (Constantinople, Alexandria, 
Jerusalem, Cyprus, Hellas and Albania) and 
Russian (Antioch, Georgia, Serbia, Bulgaria, 
Poland and Czechia-Slovakia). Romania 
stands apart, as it can hardly be called pro-
Greek, and it is pro-Russian only situationally 
and declaratively. Ukraine has belonged to the 
Russian sphere of influence for the last three 
centuries. Now it wants to exit the Russian 
influence zone and gain independence (auto-
cephaly) with the support of Constantinople.

Moscow or Constantinople? 

Both Constantinople and Moscow consid-
er Ukraine their canonical territory. 
Christianity came to Kyiv from Constanti-
nople, and Kyiv had been subordinated to the 
Patriarchate of Constantinople for 700 years. 
In 1686, due to historical circumstances, 
Constantinople handed over the Kyiv 
Metropoly to the Russian Church. Constanti-
nople believes that this decision did not grant 
ownership of these territories to Moscow, 
which later “annexed” them. Therefore, 
Patriarch Bartholomew supposedly has the 
right to return the Kyiv Metropoly back to its 
subordination and immediately release it by 
giving it independence (autocephaly).

What’s the problem? 

After the collapse of the Soviet Union, 
Ukraine has three religious organizations 
that consider themselves Orthodox. 
However, only one of them is considered 
canonical, that is, it is recognized by the 
Orthodox Churches of other countries: the 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the Moscow 

Patriarchate (UOC-MP), which is part of the 
Russian Orthodox Church. The other two – 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the Kyiv 
Patriarchate (UOC-KP) and the Ukrainian 
Autocephalous Orthodox Church (UAOC) – 
are not recognized; Moscow calls them 
schismatic. It is the non-canonical nature of 
the UOC-KP and the UAOC that poses the 
greatest problem for both believers and 
priests. After being granted the Tomos, 
these churches will be able to unite into 
one canonical church.

The view from Kyiv

Each Ukrainian president considered 
creating an Orthodox Church completely 
independent from Moscow, but none could 
implement this intention. Following the 
annexation of Crimea and the beginning of 
the war in the Donbas, such talk was 
revived. Ukrainian politicians have repeated-
ly accused the UOC-MP of serving the inter-
ests of the Kremlin. “It is not only religion 
but also geopolitics... This is a matter of 
national security, because the Kremlin sees 
the ROC as a key instrument of influence on 
Ukraine,” President Petro Poroshenko said 
at that time. 

The Crimea annexation and hostilities in 
the Donbas made the popularity of the 
“Moscow Church” in Ukraine decline. 
According to the Razumkov Center in Kyiv, 
the events of 2014 led to the UOC-MP losing 
the lead in the number of supporters among 
Ukrainian Churches.

The view from Constantinople

The ecumenical patriarch has repeatedly 
stated that the Kyiv Metropoly is its canoni-
cal territory. But only now have these words 
begun to encourage the patriarch to take 
action. 2016 was decisive: the Pan-Orthodox 
Council was held in Crete, for the first time 
in the last thousand years. It was prepared 
for 50 years, and for Patriarch Bartholomew 
it was a lifetime project. Representatives of 
the Russian Orthodox Church did not come 
to him. It made Patriarch Bartholomew real-
ize that the ROC could not be trusted and 
that his interests coincided with the inter-
ests of Kyiv. At the moment, it seems that 
Patriarch Bartholomew is on the Ukrainian 
side: he has already unofficially promised 
the Tomos of autocephaly to Ukrainian 
Orthodox Churches, although Constanti-
nople has not yet spoken about the decision 
in public.

Advantages for Constantinople 

The ecumenical patriarch is interested in 
the Ukrainian Church becoming autocepha-
lous, because the Moscow Church now has 
the status of the largest in the Orthodox 
world due to Ukrainian parishes. As a 
result, the ROC claims that, since it is the 
largest, it should be the first. After the 
Tomos is granted, more than half of 
Ukrainian parishes will leave Moscow, so 
the “most numerous” status will be lost to 
Russia, as well as its primacy claims.

Poland and Estonia as precedents

In 1924, the patriarch of Constantinople 
gave the Tomos of autocephaly to the Polish 
Orthodox Church, which was part of the Kyiv 
Metropolitanate before that. Both the metro-
politan of Warsaw, and President Jozef 
Pilsudski applied for this status. On the basis 
of the requests of both the Church and the 
president, the then-ecumenical patriarch 
granted the Tomos to the Polish Church.

In 1996, a similar conflict arose around 
the Estonian Church. In 1920s-1930s, the 
Estonian Orthodox Church belonged to 
canonical jurisdiction of Constantinople, but 
after the annexation of Estonia by the USSR, 
this Church was attached to the Russian 
Orthodox Church. After the collapse of the 
Soviet Union, an independent Church was 
created in Estonia, and in 1996 Constanti-
nople restored its autonomy. The ROC did 
not recognize this decision. Today there are 
two Orthodox canonical Churches in Estonia.

Why is the decision delayed? 

In April, after receiving a petition from 
Kyiv, a special commission was created in 
Constantinople. It consists of the three met-
ropolitans of the Patriarchate of 
Constantinople who visit all the provincial 
Orthodox Churches. They do not ask for a 
permission to grant a Tomos. They simply 
inform other Churches about the intention 
of Constantinople because the ecumenical 
patriarch himself can grant it without the 
prior consent of other Orthodox Churches. 
This process is currently under way. 

At the same time, representatives of the 
Russian Orthodox Church also visit the 
local Churches and persuade people to 
oppose the decision of Constantinople on 
autonomy for Ukraine.

Probable scenario 

If Ukraine receives the Tomos, a council 
of the three Ukrainian Churches will be held 
with the participation of the bishops of the 
UOC-KP, the UAOC and those of the UOC-MP 
who petitioned Patriarch Bartholomew to 
grant autocephaly. This will be the unifica-
tion of Ukrainian Orthodoxy. A sole primate 
will be elected at this council, and he will 
receive the Tomos. Next, the new Ukrainian 
Church will be in communion with all the 
world’s Orthodox Churches. 

It is important that the Verkhovna Rada 
adopt a law on the name of the Church. 
Although the UOC-MP is called “Ukrainian,” 
it is actually part of the Russian Orthodox 
Church. However, when a single national 
Ukrainian Church appears, there will be no 
other UOC, according to the Tomos. 
Therefore, those who do not want to be 
part of it will not have the right to be called 
Ukrainian. Then the UOC-MP would be the 
Russian Orthodox Church in Ukraine.

War for houses of worship

The wave of transition of the UOC-MP 
religious communities to the jurisdiction of 

the UOC-KP began in 2014. With the out-
break of hostilities in the Donbas, some par-
ishes initiated meetings, polls and petitions 
in support of the creation of UOC-KP com-
munities. Thus, according to the Religious 
Information Service of Ukraine, more than 
70 communities have transitioned to the 
UOC-KP’s jurisdiction. The creation of a sin-
gle local Church will strengthen the position 
of the Kyiv Patriarchate and obviously will 
encourage even more Orthodox communi-
ties or individual parishioners to leave the 
UOC-MP.

Blackmail from Moscow

After a sensational announcement about 
the beginning of the process of recognition 
of a Ukrainian autocephalous Church by 
Constantinople, the Russian Orthodox 
Church issued explicit threats: if Ecumenical 
Patriarch Bartholomew “legalizes the schis-
matics,” this decision will not be recognized 
in the Universal Orthodox Church. In addi-
tion, the ROC threatened almost the largest 
schism since the Great Schism of 1054. In 
the occupied part of the Donetsk region, the 
ROC has been gathering people to be sent to 
Kyiv as a “support group” for opponents of 
Ukrainian autocephaly. These people partici-
pated in the events organized by the UOC-
MP on the Day of Baptism of Kyivan Rus’.

The Vatican’s position 

Moscow has even tried to seek the sup-
port of the Vatican, which has no formal 
influence on the Orthodox Church. During 
the past few months, Metropolitan Hilarion, 
the Russian Orthodox Church’s minister of 
foreign affairs, twice visited the pope. 
Although both visits were not an occasion 
to discuss the Ukrainian issue, the Vatican 
supported the position of the Russian 
Church. Firstly, the Vatican has put too 
much effort into establishing a dialogue 
with the Russian Orthodox Church; second-
ly, it is not interested in the emergence of a 
canonical Orthodox Church in Ukraine that 
will compete with the Greek-Catholics.

What do Ukrainians think? 

About 31 percent of Ukrainians support 
the creation of a single local autocephalous 
Church, some 20 percent do not support 
this, 35 percent do not care, and 14 percent 
of respondents are not sure how to answer. 
This was revealed in a sociological survey 
conducted by the Democratic Initiatives 
Foundation and the Oleksandr Razumkov 
Center in late May 2018.

Conclusions 

At the moment, it seems that the proce-
dure for granting a Tomos to Ukraine has 
already been launched, and only a force 
majeure can stop it. A Tomos is a historical 
document. If a Tomos is granted to Kyiv, 
then this fact will not only contribute to 
President Poroshenko’s election campaign, 
but will also divide the latest Ukrainian his-
tory into “before” and “after.” 

WASHINGTON – U.S. Sens. Rob Portman 
(R-Ohio), co-chair of the Senate Ukraine 
Caucus, and Bob Menendez (D-N.J.), ranking 
member of the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee, on July 26 commented on their 
bipartisan resolution strongly condemning 
the Russian Federation’s illegal occupation 
of the Crimean peninsula, while reaffirming 
the U.S. policy recognizing Crimea as a sov-
ereign part of Ukraine, after it was passed by 
the Senate Committee on Foreign Relations.

“The United States continues to stand 
with Ukraine against Russian aggression,” 
said Sen. Portman. “As Secretary [of State 
Mike] Pompeo made clear in his declara-

tion yesterday, Crimea was illegally seized 
from Ukraine by Russia, and the United 
States must never recognize this illegiti-
mate occupation. This violates not just the 
rights of the Ukrainian people, but also the 
fundamental principles of the international 
order that America has proudly led for 
more than 70 years.”

He added: “Crimea is part of Ukraine. 
Until Russia recognizes that fact and returns 
Crimea to Ukrainian control, the United States 
must maintain and tighten sanctions on 
Russia. I applaud the Committee’s passage 
of this resolution and urge my colleagues to 
support it when it comes to the floor.”

Sen. Menendez said, “This resolution 
shows the world that the United States’ 
commitment to Ukraine’s sovereignty is 
absolute. Now, more than ever, it is impor-
tant to show our allies that the United 
States will stand by them when they face 
Russian aggression.” 

The senator from New Jersey, who him-
self was sanctioned by Vladimir Putin for 
his continuing efforts to hold the Russian 
president accountable for his actions, also 
stated: “The American people know that 
ensuring the sovereignty of our allies is 
critical to our national security, and I look 
forward to having this important and time-

ly effort adopted by the full Senate. The 
Senate should also move quickly on new 
sanctions measures that would increase 
pressure on the Kremlin to address this 
illegal occupation and ongoing Russian mil-
itary hostilities in eastern Ukraine.”

The Portman-Menendez resolution was 
co-sponsored by Sens. Pat Toomey (R-Pa.), 
Dick Durbin (D-Ill.), Marco Rubio (R-Fla.), 
Chris Coons (D-Del.), Johnny Isakson (R-Ga.), 
Ed Markey (D-Mass.), Ben Cardin (D-Md.), 
Sherrod Brown (D-Ohio) and Cory Booker 
(D-N.J.).

Source: Offices of Sens. Rob Portman and 
Bob Menendez.

Portman-Menendez resolution condemns Russia’s illegal occupation of Crimea
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Most significant is the fact that it’s near 
the site that Mykhailo Sahaidak, director of 
the Archaeological Center of Kyiv at the 
National Academy of Sciences of Ukraine, 
says is the cradle of Christianity in lands 
that now encompass Ukraine, Belarus, the 
European part of Russia and beyond. 

“It’s similar to a spot described in the 
chronicles, and logic dictates that the 
ancient layout of the area converges here 
where Prince Volodymyr the Great ordered 
people downhill to adopt Christianity,” he 
told The Ukrainian Weekly near the dig on 
July 30. 

The archaeologist was referring to the 
place where the funicular now stands 
opposite the construction site along a hill 
that is known as Volodymyrsky Uzviz 
(Descent). From there and perpendicular to 
where the Podil artery Sahaidachnyi Street 
runs, pagan idols and other items of wor-
ship, as well as local residents were horded 
in 988 for the mass baptism. 

“Closer to the river there was an abun-
dance of [human] life activity,” Mr. Sahaidak 
said, pointing to a report he co-authored for 
the city government this year on his find-
ings since the site’s discovery. 

Some 3,000 square meters in area and at 
least four more meters in depth remain 
unexplored, he added. Mr. Sahaidak contin-
ued: “Research could last a lifetime, and the 
light that could be shed is endless.”

Several national and municipal lawmak-
ers, activists and the academic community 
want to create a museum on the spot they 
say is sacred and whose significance 
trumps commercial interests. Their call 
comes at a time when Ukraine is the closest 
it’s ever been to gaining autocephaly for a 
united Ukrainian Orthodox Church that 
could finally be canonically recognized dur-
ing the year celebrating the 1,030th anni-
versary of the adoption of Christianity by of 
Kyivan Rus’. 

Now, both construction and digging at 
the site have stopped based on a Kyiv City 
Council decision from last year. Work at the 
site is currently idle. What hasn’t been 
taken for preservation remains covered, 
but moisture is settling in. The Ukrainian 
Weekly saw mushrooms growing where 

artefacts stand, as well as puddles of water 
– signs that exposure to humidity and oxy-
gen could start eroding the integrity and 
composition of the ancient street and its 
environs. 

For this reason, Kyiv City Councilman 
Sergiy  Gusovsky,  who heads i ts 
Samopomich faction, has been pushing to 
annul a city contract with the developer 
and establish a museum at the location 
where the subterranean mall was planned.

An established restaurateur, the council-
man, who is part of a loosely formed coali-
tion of stakeholder activists, initiated a 
series of measures to successfully stop con-
struction, designate the area a museum site 
and grant the land local heritage signifi-
cance. 

“For some [Kyiv’s main thoroughfare of] 
Khreshchatyk is where downtown starts,” 
Mr. Gusovsky told The Ukrainian Weekly at 
his office on July 30. “For others it’s 
Poshtova [Square]… because it’s where the 

Dnipro River is, it’s where the funicular is, 
the river port terminal, a subway station, 
and the beginning of Podil. So, it’s a natural 
concentration of all kinds of flows. There 
was a postal station there for centuries.”

As is the case with most shady construc-
tion projects, resistance from the developer 
ensued. 

In a letter to Mayor Vitali Klitschko, cit-
ing its London-registered parent company, 
Hansford Ukraine threatened a lawsuit in 
England should steps be taken to cancel an 
investment contract it has with the city that 
was concluded in late 2013 in the waning 
days of President Viktor Yanukovych’s cor-
rupt administration. 

The firm was registered a month before 
a tender was announced to alleviate a bot-
tleneck junction near Poshtova Square. The 
contract was never disclosed and was con-
sidered a “trade secret” until Kyiv City 
Councilman Gusovsky had it disclosed in 
July. 

“We immediately understood that it’s 
not a public-private partnership,” he said. 
“Yet it is secretive. It’s a wishy-washy deal. 
They’re not building ballistic missiles 
there.”

When The Ukrainian Weekly called the 
publicly listed telephone number for 
Hansford Ukraine to speak with company 
director Maryna Tkachenko, a male 
answered who said a wrong number had 
been reached. 

The address listed at 16 Mechnykova is a 
five-floor, Stalin-era residential building in 
Kyiv, and when The Ukrainian Weekly visit-
ed the place on August 1, it couldn’t locate 
the premises. After being the successful 
bidder in 2013, the company has changed 
addresses three times, according to public 
records seen by The Ukrainian Weekly. 

Its parent company, Hansford Impex, 
registered on London’s Bedford Street as of 
March, was initially domiciled in 2014 in 
London at a location that public procure-
ment watchdog Nashi Groshi said was used 
by “more than 520 companies that origi-
nate in Russia, Belarus and Kazakhstan, 
including those that are affiliated with 
prominent Ukrainian politicians, officials 
and businessmen.”

According to the watchdog, Mr. 
Yanukovych’s former head of the State 
Affairs Department – Andriy Kravets – is 
behind the parent company through his for-
mer wife Maryna Pelykh. The whereabouts 
of both are unknown and calls placed to the 
London office were unsuccessful. 

Mayor Klitschko has promised that a 
museum will be established at the site, but 
additional steps must be taken. 

In an interview he gave to Novoye 
Vremya magazine (published on July 15), he 
said that any deeper digging could harm the 
infrastructure of the Poshtova Square area. 

“The money for the museum will be 
there. The problem lies in that we lack the 
professionals who could preserve the find-
ings that have been underground for about 
a thousand years,” he said. “Our task is to 
do everything possible to preserve every-
thing. But the issue is that any rash deeper 
works could lead to ruining the current 
state of Poshtova Ploshcha.”

National lawmakers have also reinforced 
the effort to preserve the area. On July 5, a 
parliamentary resolution that is not legally 
binding says the area should be trans-

(Continued from page 1)

 Kyivan Rus’...

Archaeologists dig near wooden fences along what is believed to be an intersection of two streets of ancient Kyiv dating to the 
Kyivan Rus’ era of the 11th-12th centuries in the historic district of Podil at Poshtova Ploshcha (Postal Square). 

facebook.com/pg/museumpodol

Remains of a wooden fence, photographed on July 30, stand along a street that 
was discovered at Poshtova Ploshcha that dates to the Kyivan Rus’ era in Kyiv.

Archaeologist Mykhailo Sahaidak on July 30 
points to a book he wrote on the ancient history 
of the historic Podil district of Kyiv just steps 
away from an excavation site near Poshtova 
Ploshcha. In the same area in 2015, just meters 
away, remnants of Kyivan Rus’ life in the 11th-
12th centuries were found, including two inter-
secting streets, furnaces for making ceramics 
and glass, as well as customs seals, arrow heads, 

women’s jewelry and other artifacts. 

Mark Raczkiewycz

Mark Raczkiewycz

(Continued on page 11)
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formed into a museum and that construc-
tion should stop. 

An amendment to the resolution directs 
that the “Cabinet of Ministers and Kyiv City 
Administration create a national museum”; 
it was included by Svoboda party National 
Deputies Yuriy Levchenko and Andriy 
Ilyenko. 

City Councilman Gusovsky is also push-
ing for land ownership rights to be trans-
ferred from the city to the state and to have 
the site attain national heritage status – it 
currently carries local status – to lessen the 
risk of the developer taking it over. 

To do that the Samopomich city council-
man wants to cancel the contract that was 
labelled a trade secret for nearly five years; 
his party hopes to move on the matter 
when Kyiv’s City Council reconvenes after 
the summer break in September. 

“It’s a national heritage site that the state 
should take care of,” he said, voicing his hope 

that the Verkhovna Rada elevates its status. 
The party’s lawyers are currently assess-

ing the disclosed contract and are verifying 
whether Hansford Ukraine has adhered to 
the document’s requirements. If not, Mr. 
Gusovsky is prepared to use that as 
grounds for annulment. 

Given the opaque nature of the infra-
structure project, currently “nobody will be 
able to tell you who did what, what they 
paid for and how much money was spent,” 
he said. 

Three outcomes are envisioned. 
Either the contract is invalidated, or the 

land is nationalized – which would involve 
the Ministry of Culture, or a force majeure 
or an act of god clause can be invoked with-
in the contract. 

Asked whether a middle ground can be 
found with the company to have the under-
ground mall built while saving the discov-
ered space as an exposition, Mr. Gusovsky 
said: “This is not a compromise that makes 
sense… it’s not a private museum, what’s 
important isn’t what was found there… It 
can be a turning point to prove that money, 

connections and influence don’t rule any-
more. It’s a small thing on a national scale, 
but it’s in the heart of the city.”

Some activists are prepared to see this 
through to the end. 

Anna Honcharenko, founder of the 
Pochaina civic group named after the 
ancient river that once converged with the 
Dnipro where the supposed Kyivan Rus’ 
baptism site is located, had gone on a 
15-day hunger strike in June when a crucial 
Kyiv City Council decision was being con-
sidered. 

“Kyivans need this. This is an ancient 
spot in Kyiv from which all Slavic people 
take holy inspiration,” she told The 
Ukrainian Weekly on August 1 at her office 
in Kyiv. “The [Dnipro River] was also a his-
toric trade route for the Vikings to trade 
with the Greeks [in the Black Sea].”

She praised Parliament for finding the 
“political will” to pass its recommendatory 
resolution and said she also wants to see 
the area granted national status as a heri-
tage site. 

“I want the West, for UNESCO, for the 

diaspora community to get involved… We 
need to preserve this site,” she added. 

Common ground is still sought. 
When asked whether he believes Kyiv’s 

mayor is earnest about creating the muse-
um, Mr. Gusovsky said: “I believe that we 
need to use all available instruments to 
apply pressure on all officials who are 
responsible for concrete steps that would 
lead to the creation of the museum.”

Regarding the murky developer, he said 
“it’s time for them to strategically reconsid-
er their role and that they could be a found-
ing partner” of the museum, and “convert 
their investment – after you proved that 
you invested whatever amount of money – 
…and change the situation.”

As long as the frozen excavation site 
lacks national status, it’s under risk from 
development, the Kyiv city councilman said. 

“The developers aren’t just any kids on 
the block,” he said. “Until the investor 
agreement is cancelled, it’s a problem. Until 
we have national recognition, it’s a prob-
lem. Until excavation is halted for good, 
there’s a risk.”

(Continued from page 10)

 Kyivan Rus’...

An aerial view from April 2017 of two intersecting streets aligned with wooden fences 
and plots behind them that date to the 11th-12th centuries in the historic Podil district 
of Kyiv. The remains were discovered when developers started building a two-tier 

underground shopping mall beneath a crucial road junction in the city in 2015. 

facebook.com/pg/museumpodol

Archaeologist Mykhailo Sahaidak on July 30 points to layers of rock bed where the 
upper parts delineate 13th century Kyiv and the lower parts designate 11th-12th cen-
tury elevation of historic Kyiv. These were unearthed when developers started exca-
vations for a two-floor underground shopping center near the Poshtova Ploshcha sub-

way station in the Podil district of the nation’s capital. 

Clay items inside what used to be an oven dating to the 12th century that was 
unearthed at the Poshtova Ploshcha in Kyiv.

Mark Raczkiewycz

Mark Raczkiewycz
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“Notes on People” is a feature geared toward reporting on the achievements of 
members of the Ukrainian community. All submissions should be concise due to 
space limitations. Items will be published as soon as possible after their receipt.

Honored for dedication to genocide studies

SALEM, Mass. – The City of Salem Seal was presented to attorney Paul Rabchenuk 
for a “Lifetime Dedicated to the Education of Holocaust and Genocide Studies.” At 
the ceremony on June 22 (from left) are: Massachusetts State Rep. Paul Tucker, Mr. 
Rabchenuk and Salem Mayor Kim Driscoll. Earlier this year, on April 23, Mr. Rabchenuk 
was recognized for his promotion of genocide education at the Center for Holocaust and 
Genocide Studies at Salem State University. (See The Ukrainian Weekly, June 10.)  

Maria Fedynyshyn Saxe

NOTES ON PEOPLE

TARRYTOWN, N.Y. – ENT and Allergy 
Associates, LLP (ENTA), the leading ear, 
nose, throat, allergy and audiology practice 
in New York and New Jersey, with over 200 
physicians and 40 clinical locations, 
announced that five associates, including 
Ukrainian American Dennis Burachinsky, 
D.O., have been promoted to partner. 

With this latest announcement, now 
over 140 physicians have earned the title 
of partner, all achieving this status through 
leadership, hard work and their extraordi-
nary commitment to their patients and the 
practice.

Other members of the 2018 partner 
class are: Andrew Azer, M.D.; Douglas 
Leventhal, M.D.; Joel Portnoy, M.D.; and 
Brian Safier, M.D.

Dr. Burachinsky graduated from 
Villanova University in 2002 with a degree 
in mechanical engineering and received his 
medical degree from the Philadelphia 
College of Osteopathic Medicine. He com-
pleted both his internship and residency in 
ENT/facial plastic surgery at St. Barnabas 
Medical Center in Livingston, N.J., where he 
was co-chief resident of the program. 

Dr. Burachinsky’s training includes 
treatment of adult and pediatric general 
ENT disorders as well as facial plastic sur-
gery with special interest in functional 
endoscopic sinus surgery, endocrine sur-
gery, snoring and sleep apnea surgery, and 
salivary gland surgery. Dr. Burachinsky is 
affiliated with Somerset Medical Center and 
speaks fluent Ukrainian. Dr. Burachinsky has 
been nominated and accepted as a 2016 
American Institute of Plastic Surgeons’ 10 
Best in New Jersey for Client Satisfaction.

Commented Robert Glazer, CEO of ENTA, 
“Our associates understand that they must 
work hard to build a practice, connecting 
with primary care physicians, urgent care 
centers and other specialty physicians, 
which is required throughout their clinical 
career, but critical in the beginning when 
building a practice. In addition, patient to 
patient referrals, generated by treating 
every patient with dignity and thorough 
clinical workups and clear and thoughtful 
communications, is key to building a life-
long connection to their patients and the 
community they work in.” 

He added, “These five superb physicians 

Otolaryngologist now partner
at ENT and Allergy Associates

have demonstrated their commitment to 
the practice and the patients in their com-
munities.”

Robert Green, MD, president of ENTA, 
noted: “The ENTA partnership model 
allows physicians to be active in the admin-
istration of ENTA, participate in their com-
mittees and attend monthly board of trust-
ees meetings. These meetings are open to 
any physician who wishes to attend, includ-
ing partners and associates. We welcome 
Andrew, Dennis, Douglas, Joel and Brian to 
the rank of partnership and fully expect 
that they will continue to use the experi-
ence, skill and work ethic they have dem-
onstrated since joining our practice to 
achieve the best results for our patients.”

ENT and Allergy has office locations in 
Westchester, Putnam, Orange, Dutchess, 
Rockland, Nassau and Suffolk counties, 
New York City and northern/central New 
Jersey. The practice sees over 80,000 
patients per month. Each ENT and Allergy 
Associates clinical location provides access 
to a full complement of services, including 
general adult and pediatric ENT and aller-
gy, voice and swallowing, advanced sinus 
and skull base surgery, facial plastics and 
reconstructive surgery, disorders of the 
inner ear and dizziness, asthma, clinical 
immunology, diagnostic audiology, hearing 
aid dispensing, sleep and CT services. 

Source: ENT and Allergy Associates

Dr. Dennis Burachinsky

UCC

OTTAWA – The Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress (UCC) on June 26 announced the 
appointment of Mariana Savka as the UCC 
national outreach and program coordina-
tor.

“I am very glad to welcome Mariana to 
the UCC team,” stated Paul Grod, national 
president of the UCC. “As we continue to 
expand and enhance our programming, 
Mariana’s work with provincial councils, 
local branches and member organizations 
will be crucial to ensuring the success of 
our community’s many exciting initiatives.”

Ms. Savka studied at the University of 
British Columbia, the Niagara College of 
Applied Arts and Technology, and Ivan 
Franko National University in Lviv in the 
fields of management and translation. She 
has previously worked in several capacities 
in management, marketing and adminis-
tration.

An active member of the Ukrainian com-
munity in British Columbia, Ms. Savka has 
volunteered with the UCC Provincial Council 
there and with Ukrainian Vancouver 
Newspaper, as well as with Young Women in 
Business and the Immigrant Services 
Society of British Columbia. She is one of the 
founders of Ukrainian Youth in Vancouver, a 
community organization that brings 

UCC announces appointment 
of national outreach, program coordinator

together students and youth, and supports 
newcomers.

The national outreach and program 
coordinator will work closely with UCC 
CEO Ihor Michalchyshyn and UCC national 
staff in Ottawa (Ontario) and Winnipeg 
(Manitoba) on managing projects and 
events related to UCC priorities; developing 
and overseeing a UCC community outreach 
strategy, and assisting with research on 
public policy.

Mariana Savka

interconfessional peace. It will strengthen 
the rights and freedoms of citizens... 
Especially those who are now out of com-
munication with universal Orthodoxy,” the 
head of state stressed.

A representative of Ecumenical Patriarch 
Bartholomew, Metropolitan of Emmanuel of 
France, emphasized that the ecumenical 
patriarch “will not leave his Ukrainian sons 
unprotected and abandoned.”

“The ecumenical patriarch cannot 
remain blind and deaf to the appeals that 
have been repeated for more than a quar-
ter of a century,” Metropolitan Emmanuel 
said. “Sons of the Ukrainian Church and its 
leaders have the right to their place among 
the Churches,” he added.

“The Mother Church has already passed 
the ruling on April 20 this year. Namely, to 
begin the procedure for achieving the ulti-
mate goal: to provide autocephaly to the 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church,” Patriarch 
Bartholomew’s representative noted. He 

noted that this became possible after the 
appeal of the Ukrainian authorities, the 
president of Ukraine, “the successor to the 
political structure of Kyivan Rus’.”

“We are sure that the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate is on your side. You will not be 
orphaned because the Mother Church will 
find a way to become involved in your prog-
ress, your success, your growth in the faith 
of Christ,” Metropolitan Emmanuel said.

The metropolitan underscored that the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate “will not allow 
those who hate the truth to make their dev-
ilry here in Ukraine.”

President Poroshenko noted that since 
the first days of his presidency he had set a 
goal to seek the creation of an autocepha-
lous Ukrainian Orthodox Church and the 
recognition of this Church by the 
Ecumenical Patriarch. “Autocephaly is an 
issue of our independence. This is an issue 
of our national security. This is an issue of 
the entire world geopolitics. Army protects 
our land. Language protects our hearts. 
Faith protects our soul,” he stated.

Source: Presidential Administration of 
Ukraine

(Continued from page 1)

Ukraine marks...
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what was discussed at the rare one-on-one 
meeting between the U.S. and Russian lead-
ers with only their translators present, VOA 
reported. (Voice of America, Ukrainian 
Canadian Congress Daily Briefing)

Risks rise as Sentsov continues protest

The lawyer for Ukrainian filmmaker 
Oleh Sentsov, who is serving a 20-year pris-
on term in Russia and has been on a hunger 
strike for nearly two months, says the 
health risks for his client are rising as the 
protest entered its 75th day on July 27. Mr. 
Sentsov, a vocal opponent of Russia’s 2014 
annexation of Crimea, was sentenced in 
2015 to 20 years for conspiracy to commit 
terrorism. He is serving his term in Russia’s 
northern region of Yamalo-Nenets after 
being convicted on terrorism charges that 
he and human rights groups say were polit-
ically motivated. The 42-year-old denies 
the charges and has been on a hunger 
strike since mid-May, demanding that 
Russia release 64 Ukrainian citizens he 
considers political prisoners. Mr. Sentsov’s 
lawyer, Dmitry Dinze, told the Associated 
Press on July 27 that Mr. Sentsov is pale and 
lies down constantly because he has diffi-
culty moving. Mr. Dinze said “the hunger 
strike is continuing and with each day the 

risk is increasing.” The European Court of 
Human Rights this week urged Mr. Sentsov 
to end his hunger strike. Several groups 
have called on Vladimir Putin to pardon Mr. 
Sentsov, but Kremlin spokesman Dmitry 
Peskov told reporters the Ukrainian film 
director would have to ask for a pardon 
himself before it could be considered. Mr. 
Sentsov has refused to request a presiden-
tial pardon because he considers himself 
innocent. (RFE/RL, based on reporting by 
AP, Ekho Moskvy and Interfax)

Two on trial in Crimea for sabotage 

The trial has opened in Sevastopol of two 
Ukrainian nationals, Volodymyr Dudka and 
Oleksiy Bessarabov, who are charged with 
plotting sabotage in Russia-annexed 
Crimea. The defendants’ lawyer, Sergei 
Legostov, told RFE/RL that the trial started 
on August 2 and is being held behind closed 
doors. Messrs. Dudka and Bessarabov, and a 
third Ukrainian man, Dmytro Shtyblykov, 
were arrested in Crimea in November 2016 
and charged with attempted sabotage. At 
the time of the arrests, Russia’s Federal 
Security Service (FSB) accused the three of 
being members of a Ukrainian “saboteur 
group from the main intelligence director-
ate of the Ukrainian Defense Ministry.” 
Ukraine’s Defense Ministry rejected the 
FSB’s allegations, calling them “another fab-
rication of the Russian secret services 
aimed at justifying its own repressive mea-

sures against local residents and discredit-
ing Ukraine in the international arena.” Mr. 
Shtyblykov was tried separately. In 
November, the Sevastopol City Court found 
him guilty of attempted sabotage and ille-
gally possessing weapons and sentenced 
him to five years in prison. Rights activists 
say Russia has jailed several Ukrainians on 
politically motivated charges since Russian 
military forces occupied Crimea in early 
2014 and, less than a month later, annexed 
the territory from Ukraine after a referen-
dum widely condemned as illegitimate. 
(Crimea Desk, RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service)

Ukrainian, 84, gets 12 years for treason

A court in Ukraine has sentenced an 
84-year-old researcher to 12 years in prison 
after convicting him of gathering classified 
information he allegedly planned to hand 
over to Russia. Mekhti Logunov was convict-
ed of treason by a court in the eastern 
Ukrainian city of Kharkiv on July 30, his law-
yer, Maksym Shapovalov, said on July 31. He 
said Mr. Logunov was found guilty of gather-
ing classified information related to 
Ukraine’s defense industry with the intent 
of handing it over to Russian intelligence. 
The Kharkiv regional prosecutor’s office 
said that a local resident was found guilty of 
high treason and sentenced to 12 years in 
prison, but did not name the defendant. 
“Acting to damage Ukraine’s defense capa-
bility and state security, the perpetrator col-
lected data about state defense orders to a 

research center in [Kharkiv] in accordance 
with agreements with Ukrainian Defense 
Ministry,” the statement said. Another law-
yer for Mr. Logunov, Dmytro Tykhonenkov, 
said he will appeal. (RFE/RL)

Usyk rejects Hero of Ukraine award 

Ukrainian boxing champion Oleksandr 
Usyk has rejected a proposal to award him 
the country’s highest honor, the Hero of 
Ukraine medal, saying he doesn’t need any-
thing from the government. “Do not bother 
me, and that is the best support you can 
give me,” Mr. Usyk told journalists in Kyiv 
on August 1. Prime Minister Volodymyr 
Groysman had proposed to award Mr. Usyk 
the Hero of Ukraine title after he unified the 
cruiserweight division’s four titles by 
defeating Russia’s Murat Gassiev in 
Moscow last month. “The hero title? I do 
not need any title, as for my people, for a 
certain part of my country’s people, I am a 
hero,” Mr. Usyk said. “There is no need for 
any additional insignia,” he added. “I do not 
need the insignia that you are giving 
around to those who both deserve and 
don’t deserve it.” Mr. Usyk, a former 
Olympic gold medalist, now holds the WBA, 
IBF, WBC and WBO belts after just 15 pro-
fessional fights, all of which he won. Mr. 
Usyk, who was born in Ukraine’s Crimea 
region, says he was forced to leave the pen-
insula after it was illegally annexed by 

(Continued on page 15)
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the Ukraine-EU summit, expressing their 
readiness to take the patronage of the res-
toration of the settlements of the Donbas,” 
Mr. Poroshenko said in his statement.

It is not known how effective such a suit 
against Russia would be or whether 
Moscow would even acknowledge it.

Kyiv in the past has filed cases against 
Moscow with various international bodies 
with little success. In January 2017, 
Ukraine filed a case against Russia with the 

International Court of Justice, the highest 
United Nations court.

Moscow in the past has rejected interna-
tional rulings over its Ukraine-related 
actions, calling them “biased and politically 
motivated.”

With reporting by Interfax and UNIAN.
Copyright 2018, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 

with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/ukrainian-leader-
poroshenko-looks-to-sue-russia-over-don-
bas-crimea/29405270.html).

(Continued from page 1)

Poroshenko looks...

centration camps and ghettos, participants 
of uprisings and partisan groups.

Holodomor-related documents were 
destroyed not only in 1941; deaths ceased to 
be recorded in local registries in the spring 
of 1933, so the copied-for-Moscow reports 
are themselves incomplete. Unrecorded 
were hundreds of thousands of newborns 
whom mothers couldn’t save. 

Figures provided by German diplomats 
have value, since Germans had then a strong 

presence in Ukraine and the Kuban, and 
German officials, businessmen and special-
ists actively interacted with managers of 
Soviet machine and armament factories and 
administrators overseeing the augmented 
grain exports to Germany. The Weimar gov-
ernment wavered about purchasing bread 
confiscated from people doomed to starva-
tion. 

Few of the Western authors Dr. 
Wolowyna mentions actually engaged in 
scientific calculations of the number of 
Holodomor victims, but scholars who did, 
like Prof. Serhiychuk, apparently fail the 
test.

(Continued from page 7)

About the number...

“We told them that we’d only do a 
Ukrainian dance – which is all we do – and 
they said it was great,” said Roman. The PR 
man who saw the duo perform at the 
Casino was obviously ignorant of the intri-
cacies of the Ukrainian-Russian question.  
So the Strockyj brothers jumped at the 
opportunity to do their thing.

“Of course we didn’t tell anybody in 
advance what we were going to do,” Roman 
continued. “But just before we were going 
to perform, we saw television camera 
crews leaving the ship. I took a couple of 
guys aside and asked them to stay because 
there’s going to be some fireworks.”

Roman and Lewko promptly reversed 
their two dances, put on their trident-
adorned “zhupany” and came on strong 

“with all the Ukrainian spirit that’s in us.” At 
the end of the dance, amid applause, they let 
out their protest slogan. They didn’t think 
they would be allowed to continue, but a 
second dance was performed by the broth-
ers. “There were many Ukrainians among 
the ship’s crew,” they related. “They were 
enthused by our dancing and kept shaking 
our hands. Some had tears in their eyes at 
the very idea of meeting Ukrainians here.”

The Strockyj brothers had also per-
formed at Ukrainian community centers 
across the U.S.A. and Canada, including two 
summers at Soyuzivka. “We are Ukrainians, 
our dances are Ukrainian, and we want to 
be identified as Ukrainians at all times. 
Otherwise, we don’t perform,” said Roman 
and Lewko emphatically. 

Source: “Strockyj brothers greet Red tank-
er with trident,” The Ukrainian Weekly, 
August 11, 1973.

(Continued from page 6)

Turning...



15THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY      SUNDAY, AUGUST 5, 2018No. 31

Russia in 2014. (RFE/RL, based on report-
ing by UNIAN and Ukrayinska Pravda)

Firms hit with sanctions over Kerch bridge

The European Union has added six 
Russian companies involved in the recent 
construction of the Kerch Strait bridge link-
ing Russia with the Crimean peninsula to 
its sanctions list. The decision was made by 
the European Council on July 31 following 
the EU ambassadors’ approval earlier this 
month. The EU has now frozen the assets of 
a total of 44 entities from Russia and 
Ukraine since Moscow’s seizure of Ukraine’s 
Crimea region in March 2014 and its sup-
port for separatists in a conflict that has 
killed more than 10,300 people in eastern 
Ukraine since April 2014. In addition, 155 

individuals from both countries are subject 
to EU asset freezes and travel bans. Three 
of the Russian companies newly included 
in the EU sanctions list – Mostotrest, 
Stroygazmontazh and its subsidiary 
Stroygazmontazh Most – are owned by 
Arkady Rotenberg, a businessman close to 
President Vladimir Putin. Mr. Rotenberg 
had previously been included in the list of 
individuals sanctioned by the EU. The con-
struction firm CJSC VAD, the engineering 
firm GPSM and the Zaliv Shipyard are the 
three newly sanctioned Russian entities. 
The European Council said in a statement 
that the six companies “supported the con-
solidation of Russia’s control over the ille-
gally annexed Crimean peninsula, which in 
turn further undermines the territorial 
integrity, sovereignty and independence of 
Ukraine.” Ukrainian Foreign Affairs 
Minister Pavlo Klimkin welcomed the EU 
move, writing on Twitter, “Important warn-
ing also for European businesses not to go 

down same slippery slope.” Russian 
Foreign Affairs Ministry spokeswoman 
Maria Zakharova denounced the “subver-
sive policy directed against the residents of 
Crimea.” Meanwhile, a spokesman for Mr. 
Rotenberg quoted the businessman as 
brushing aside the sanctions. “We’re all 
proud of our work and if someone doesn’t 
like it that’s not our problem,” the spokes-

man quoted Mr. Rotenberg on a social 
media post as saying. The 19-kilometer 
Kerch Strait bridge was opened for cars 
and buses in May. It contains a four-lane 
highway and two lines of railway tracks 
that are still under construction. The $3.7 
billion Russian construction project began 
in 2016. (Rikard Jozwiak of RFE/RL, with 
reporting by Interfax and Reuters)

(Continued from page 14)
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Left in profound sadness:
wife   - Oksana (Prytula) Klufas
daughters   - Oksana Willower with husband Scott 

      and children Allison and Grant
   - Adriana Woods with husband Scott 

      and children Tyler and Kendal
son    - Dr. Roman with children Kasyn and Brylie
sister-in-law and  brother-in-law 
    - Drs Chrystyna (Prytula) and Truvor Kuzmowych
families Klufas, Doberczak, Dragan, Sawyckyj
as well as many family members throughout the USA and Canada

MAY HIS MEMORY BE ETERNAL!

A viewing with Panakhyda were held on August 2 at Porter Loring 
Mortuary NORTH in San Antonio.

The funeral liturgy was held on August 3 at Blessed Sacrament 
Catholic Church, followed by interment with Military Honors at Ft. Sam 
Houston National Cemetery.

In lieu of 
 owers, memorial contributions may be made to
UNWLA, memo «War Victims Fund»
203 Second Ave., 5th Fl., New York, NY 10003

With deep sorrow, we inform you that

CONSTANTINE PETER KLUFAS
passed away peacefully in his sleep on July 25, 2018.

He was born in Lviv, Ukraine February 2,1938.

Ділимося сумною вісткою, 
що дня 26 липня 2018 року

відійшов у вічність 

св. п. 
Мирослав Володимир 

КУЛИНИЧ
народжений 29 жовтня 1925 року в Угнові, Україна.

Похорон відбувся 31 липня 2018 року з Церкви 
Чесного Хреста в Aсторії на цвинтарі св. Aндрія 
Первозваного в South Bound Brook, NJ.

Залишились у смутку

дружина  - Зеновія
брат   - Борис з родиною
сестра   - Ірена
сестра   - Лідія з родиною
та дальша рідня в США, Канаді й Україні

Вічна Йому пам’ять

Maria Daschynytsch Kulczycky
1945 – 2018

Maria Kulczycky passed away peacefully at home on June 
11, 2018, after a long, undisclosed illness. She lived a rewarding 
life devoted to family and friends, 
community service, intellectual 

interests, career, the arts, and adventure.  
Important among her interests was service in 
Plast, in Chicago and Washington, DC.

Maria was born in Marienbad, Czechoslovakia, 
during the waning days of World War II.  Her family 
lived in various refugee camps until 1952, when 
they immigrated to the United States, to New 
York City.  In 1954, the family moved to Chicago’s 
bustling Ukrainian Village.

She began school in the refugee camps, 
continued her studies at St. George Ukrainian 
Catholic School in New York, and completed her elementary education at 
St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic School in Chicago, followed by Chicago’s 
Immaculata High School.  Upon graduation, she attended Northwestern 
University and its Medill School of Journalism, where she received 
undergraduate and graduate degrees.

Ms. Kulczycky accepted a job with the United States Savings and 
Loan League, one of the nation’s premier national trade associations 
and worked on the organization’s highly-regarded publication, Savings 
and Loan News.  She covered stories that ranged from creative member 
activities to ground-breaking coverage of newly-created mortgage 
backed securities.  Later, in Washington, she worked with the Fannie Mae 
Foundation, a division of the mortgage finance company.

Maria remembered that her life in Plast began at an early age in the 
refugee camps. At age one, her mother, Sophia Prokurat Kulczycky, made 
her a Plastunka and took her along to the Mittenwald Jamboree.  Then, 
in 1952, Maria and her sister Daria attended the first  ‘‘Sviato Vesny’’ in 
Vovcha Tropa, where they received their novatskiyi Yellow Scarves. 

Another memorable Plast moment was in 1957, when Maria traveled 
from Chicago to Toronto with a group led by Dr. Pomirko to attend the 
Plast “Olympic” competition.  In particular, she recalled the magnificent 
gates put up by the Chicago yunatstvo boys.  She remembers, too, being 
introduced by her mother to Dr. Oleksander Tysovsky and Severin Levitsky.  
Her group started the kurin Lisovi Mavky, where she was kurinna of the 
United States and Canada.

It 1968 Maria served as counselor of the hurtok ”Murashky” and led 
them through to starshe plastunstvo.  During this same time, she led 
bicycle camps for several years in Westfield, Wisconsin.  Later, in the 1980s, 
she introduced her daughter, Nina, to the Plast tradition, accompanying 
her at an early age to camps in Westfield.

For several years in the 1990s, Maria organized Chicago-based Plast camps 
at the Boy Scouts of America facility near Owasippe, Michigan, emphasizing 
a high level of technical camping. Later, after moving to Washington, DC, she 
was involved in organizing Plast activities as a scout leader, including the 
organization of a camp on Assatigue Island, off the Virginia coast.

During her time with Plast, Maria received St. George medals in bronze 
and silver for her work.

Maria’s community service went beyond Plast.  She was active over the 
years with professional groups in Washington and Chicago that focused 
on Ukrainian issues.  She devoted considerable time to strengthening 
Chicago’s St. Nicholas Cathedral School, was working diligently in her 
last days to encourage the revitalization of her eparchy and parish, 
and helping organize and raise money for major repairs to Chicago’s 
magnificent, historic St. Nicholas Cathedral.

Maria is survived by her husband, Lamar, daughter, Nina (Olivier), 
step-children Catherine, Nancy (Richard), and Philip, and grandchildren 
Nicholas, Rebecca, Oliver and Owen.



No. 31THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY      SUNDAY, AUGUST 5, 201816

Vibrant Ukrainian community stages 33rd annual festival in North Dakota
by Alexander Kuzma

BELFIELD, N.D. – On July 20-22, the vibrant Ukrainian 
community of western North Dakota held its 33rd annual 
North Dakota Ukrainian Festival in the picturesque town of 
Belfield. Among the hundreds of organizers and perform-
ers were proud descendants of some of the earliest 
Ukrainian immigrants to the United States – farmers and 
laborers who began settling these lush farmlands in the 
1890s, just a few years after the final battles between the 
U.S. Cavalry and the Lakota nation. 

The city of Belfield is located at the junctions of Interstate 
94 and State Route 85, overlooking a vast region of untamed 
grasslands, cattle ranches, wheat fields and pastures. West 
and north of Belfield, visitors can enjoy the stunning scen-
ery of Theodore Roosevelt National Park and its spectacular 
array of badlands, buttes and rock outcrops and wildlife 
preserves that provide habitat for some of America’s largest 
remaining herds of buffalo. Visitors to the park might also 
recognize some of the grassy bluffs and lush cottonwood 
valleys of the Little Missouri River where Kevin Costner 
filmed his Oscar-winning epic “Dances with Wolves.”

In previous years, the North Dakota Ukrainian Festival 
was held in the town of Dickinson, just 15 miles east of 
Belfield, but this year organizers decided to hold their 
three-day event in the historic Belfield Theater and on a 
new outdoor stage on Belfield’s Main Street. 

Among the featured performers was the Ukrainian 
Dance Ensemble Stepovi that dazzled the crowd with tradi-
tional folk dances, as well as some newly choreographed 
works by Leo Piasta. 

The festival attracted Ukrainian Americans as well as 
diverse non-Ukrainian supporters from a wide swath of 
the Great Plains, including college students from Kansas, 
Catholic nuns from Bismarck, a women’s motorcycle gang, 
cattlemen, trappers and other guests from North and South 
Dakota, Montana and from as far away as New England. 
The concert program also included the “Bandura Cowboys” 
– a mother-and-sons trio including Lisa McDonald and her 
sons Simion and Olin from Casper, Wyo. 

The opening ceremonies included a local chamber choir 
under the direction of Joel Walters that performed several 
favorite patriotic songs, including the American and 
Ukrainian national anthems, a setting of Shevchenko’s 
“Dumy Moyi,” and “Oi u Luzi Chervona Kalyna.” On both 
Friday and Saturday, large crowds gathered at the Belfield 
Pavilion for a boisterous “zabava” (dance) with music pro-
vided by the band Steppe from Edmonton, Alberta.

The MC for the event, Emil Anheluk, entertained the 
crowd and informed newcomers of various aspects of 

Ukrainian history and culture. The crowds often erupted in 
loud choruses of “Budmo!” 

Throughout the Saturday festivities, exhibitors had to 
contend with strong prairie winds that blew through the 
downtown streets and required innovative techniques to 
secure banners and promotional literature. Weather nearly 
became a factor as the program came to a close with the 
Ukrainian Dancers Stepovi performing a very demanding 
and technically brilliant “Hopak.” Ominous storm clouds 
and lightning moved just south of the concert stage, but the 
Stepovi were able to complete their grand finale, and 
exhibitors were able to disassemble their displays just 
before a fierce cloudburst of hail and driving rain descend-
ed on the concert stage. 

Each of the local churches – the historic landmark Ss. 
Peter and Paul Orthodox Church, still housed in its original 
structure built in the 1890s, St. Demetrius Ukrainian 
Catholic Church in Fairfield and St. John the Baptist 
Ukrainian Catholic Church in Belfield took turns hosting a 
daily liturgy for each day of the festival. The final liturgy at 
St. Demetrius Church was especially poignant this year as 
the parish bid farewell to its beloved pastor, Father Yurii 
Sas, and his wife, Vasylyna, and their daughters, Anastasiia 
and Nadiia as the family left for Father Sas’s new assign-

ment at a new parish in San Diego.
Each year, the festival is jointly organized by the North 

Dakota Ukrainian Dance Association (NDUDA) and the 
Ukrainian Cultural Institute (UCI). 

Additionally, the NDUDA supports the Ukrainian 
Dancers Stepovi and solely organizes its two-week 
Ukrainian Day Camp and Dance Workshop to coincide with 
the North Dakota Ukrainian Festival. The camp instructors 
include Leo, Andrij and Donna Piasta as trainers for the 
Stepovi Dancers; Cheryl Petykowski, who runs the music 
program; Kim Leisinger as the head of language programs; 
and Jerrica Pribula, director of art programs. Chrystal 
Bartuska serves as the camp committee chair and Shirley 
Binstock as the camp coordinator. 

Representing the NDUDA were Emil Anheluk, Deanna 
Baranko, Chrystal Bartuska, Anna Ross and Christina 
Richard. Representing the Ukrainian Cultural Institute 
were Jackie Ewoniuk, Loretta Fazekas, Teresa Kessel and 
Becky Lindstrom.

At the conclusion of the festival program, Emil Anheluk 
expressed special thanks to the city of Belfield, The Belfield 
Theater and the Belfield Parks and Recreation Department 
for their cooperation and for permitting the festival to take 
place in each of the city’s public venues. 
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The Ukrainian dancers Stepovi sing the national anthem at the start of the Saturday program. 
Alexander Kuzma
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by Vira Bodnaruk

VENICE, Florida – On July 10, at its meeting in Venice, 
Fla., the Sarasota Board of County Commissioners present-
ed to members of the Ukrainian American community the 
proclamation designating August 24, 2018, as Ukrainian 
Independence Day. 

The proclamation was read by Commissioner Michael 
Moran in the presence of Chair Nancy Detert and 
Commissioners Charles Hines, Paul Caragiulo and Alan Maio.

Accepting the proclamation on behalf of the Ukrainian 
American Organizations of Southwest Florida was Daria 
Tomashosky, who thanked the commissioners for their rec-
ognition of Ukraine’s 27th Independence Day and their 
awareness that, at present, Ukraine is fighting Russian 
aggression on its eastern borders. 

The struggle for independence has been a very long one 
for Ukraine, so it is especially joyous today for Ukrainian 
people everywhere to celebrate the 27th anniversary of the 
re-establishment of Ukraine’s independence, she noted.

Earlier, the North Port City Commission at its meeting 
on July 5 presented to Ukrainian American community rep-
resentatives their proclamation of Ukrainian Independence 
Day. 

The proclamation was read by Mayor Vanessa Carusone. 
Present were Vice-Mayor Linda Yates and Commissioners 
Christopher Hanks, Jill Luke and Debbie McDowell. 

Accepting the proclamation on behalf of the Ukrainian 
American community of Southwest Florida was Ms. 
Tomashosky, who thanked the North Port city officials and 

noted that, with the help of the United States and European 
nations, Ukraine has a chance to live in harmony and enjoy 
economic well-being.

COMMUNITY CHRONICLE

At the Sarasota County presentation of the Ukrainian Independence Day proclamation (from left) are: Roman 
Czajkowsky, Vira Bodnaruk, Bohdan Bodnaruk, Doris Horbachevsky, Roxolana Yarymovych, Nadia Belej, Steve 
Belej, Nancy Wozny, Commissioner Michael Moran, Daria Tomashosky, Ihor Hron, Eugene Tomashosky, Michael 

Yarymovych, Kathryn Steciuk, Ann Marie Susla and Alexandra Popel.

Sarasota County and North Port issue proclamations of Ukrainian Independence Day

Fift h annual Deanery Youth Day held at Pennsylvania amusement park

by Rev. John M. Fields

ELYSBURG, Pa. – Over 120 children, parents and clergy 
from the parishes of the Ukrainian Catholic Church’s South 
Anthracite Deanery enjoyed a summer outing at Knoebel’s 
Groves Amusement Park here on Sunday, July 8. The annu-
al gathering is the result of an initiative of Metropolitan-
Archbishop emeritus Stefan Soroka in 2014 as part of an 
outreach to the young people of the parishes of the 
Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of Philadelphia.

After morning registration, a noontime picnic lunch was 
enjoyed under the park’s picnic pavilions, prepared by par-
ents and volunteers from the deanery parishes. The Rev. 
Archpriest Michael Hutsko, dean, welcomed all to the sum-
mer social and outlined the planned schedule for the after-
noon.

This year Bishop Andriy Rabiy, apostolic administrator 
of the Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of Philadelphia, 
attended the outing and addressed the gathering after pre-
sentations by other speakers.

One of the motivational speakers was Henry Hynoski, 
the former New York Giants fullback and Super Bowl 
champion who shared the challenges he faced as football 
injuries shortened his playing career. On February 5, 2012, 
in Super Bowl XLVI, Mr. Hynoski earned his Super Bowl 
ring with a 21-17 Giants win over the New England 
Patriots. His dream was for a long and successful career, 
but those dreams were dashed by injuries of one kind or 
another and his pro career ended in 2014.

The former Giant shared the influence his family had 
upon him, especially his mother, who encouraged him to 
pray each day and to trust in God’s plan for him. This is a 
practice Mr. Hynoski, now the head football coach and dean 
of students at Shamokin Area High School in Coal 

Township, Pa. , still makes part of his daily ritual. 
As difficult as it was to let go of his dreams, through 

prayer he came to understand God’s dream for him was 
much greater and more rewarding. He has married and 
moved back to his hometown, has rejoiced in the birth of 
his first child and is now helping the youth of the area. This 
life, he said, is more fulfilling and rewarding than anything 
he ever imagined. 

Another motivational speaker was Thomas Dando, a 
lifelong educator, coach and Vietnam veteran, who spoke of 
how his faith sustained him throughout his life, how it 
changed and developed at each stage. Now retired and a 
grandfather, he offers prayers of gratitude, reflecting along 

with his wife, Ellie, how good God has been to them 
throughout life. 

The youth speaker was Emily Hutsko, a recent college 
graduate preparing to enter graduate school. She said that 
it was in the presence of the Lord that she constantly found 
her path and the courage to pursue it regardless of the 
challenges, fears and doubt. 

Ms. Hutsko described her mission to Guatemala and 
how the poverty of the people moved her to be aware of 
the needs of others. It was in Guatemala that she witnessed 
first-hand the living and deep faith of the native peoples 
that provided hope for a better future regardless of the sit-
uation they found themselves facing. 

In his inspirational message, Bishop Andriy reflected 
upon the remarks of the earlier speakers and related them 
to his own personal experience. He related how he came to 
the United States from Ukraine to study for the priesthood. 
As a young seminarian, he did not know English and was 
not familiar with American society or culture. His mind 
was filled with questions as to how he would study, how he 
would learn. He was far away from family and friends and 
at times often very lonely. 

Bishop Andriy said he would always visit the Lord in 
prayer and in church. His faith sustained him, gave him 
courage and hope. Over time, step by step every worry and 
doubt faded away and he became not only a priest but a 
bishop as well. 

Bishop Rabiy challenged the youth to place their wor-
ries and troubles and doubts in the hands of the Lord and 
trust He will help carry them through. 

After the presentations, the youths enjoyed an afternoon 
in the amusement park with unlimited rides on the park’s 
attractions, before gathering together later in the afternoon 
for the traditional closing prayer service.

Participants of the Deanery Youth Day held by the Ukrainian Catholic Church’s South Anthracite Deanery in Pennsylvania.
Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of Philadelphia

Bishop Andriy Rabiy addresses the young people gath-
ered for the summer outing.
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Philadelphia to commemorate
independence of Ukraine

by Ulana Baluch Mazurkevich

PHILADELPHIA – The Ukrainian community of Greater 
Philadelphia will commemorate the 27th anniversary of 
Ukrainian independence with a gala concert on Friday, 
August 24, at 7 p.m. at the Ukrainian Educational and 
Cultural Center located at 700 Cedar Road in Jenkintown, 
PA 19046. 

The concert is organized by the Community Committee 
of Philadelphia, which comprises over 27 organizations, 
among them the Ukrainian Congress Committee of 
Philadelphia, Ukrainian Educational and Cultural Center, 
Ukrainian Heritage School, Plast Ukrainian Scouting 
Organization and the Ukrainian American Youth 
Association. The purpose of the Community Committee is 
to organize events that can include all organizations in a 
showing of a united community. 

At a recent Community Committee meeting, a new 
board was chosen: Ulana Mazurkevich, president; Chrystia 
Senyk, vice-president; Olga Kostiw and Larrisa Kebuz, sec-
retaries; Larysa Stebly, treasurer; and Osyp Roshka, media.

The Independence Day concert will feature the brilliant 
piano duo of Anna and Dmitri Shelest. The Ukrainian-born 
husband-and-wife team, hailed by The New York Times, 
has gained a reputation for performances that are brilliant-
ly inventive. The duo has performed at Carnegie Hall and at 
the Kennedy Center in Washington. 

At the Ukrainian Independence Day concert, the Shelest 
duo will perform Mykola Lysenko’s Overture to the opera 
“Taras Bulba,” as arranged for piano for four hands by 
Levko Revutsky.

Also taking part in the concert will be the all-male choir 
Prometheus; the Soloveyky children’s choir of the Heritage 
School; the bandura duo of Halia Bodnar and Yulia Stupen; 
the male singers Kozatsky Shabli and others. Admission for 
adults is $10.

The piano due of Anna and Dmitri Shelest.
Lisa Mazzucco

Ukrainian Art Song Project’s second annual
Summer Institute welcomes eight vocalists

Bishop Andriy Rabiy to lead pilgrimage in Centralia, Pa.

TORONTO – The Ukrainian Art Song Project on July 27 
announced that eight vocalists from across North America 
will participate in its second annual Summer Institute. The 
program runs from August 13 to 19 in Temerty Theater at 
Toronto’s Royal Conservatory’s TELUS Center for 
Performing and Learning. 

These artists will conclude their weeklong residency by 
performing in a finale recital, “Artists in Performance,” on 
August 19. 

Participating in the 2018 Summer Institute are: Douglas 
Graham, baritone; Julie Anna Gulenko, soprano; Kateryna 
Khartova, soprano; Olenka Slywynska, mezzo-soprano, and 
Allison Walmsley, soprano. Returning to the Summer 
Institute again this season are: Olesia Verzole, soprano; 
Andrew Skitko, tenor; and Ariane Meredith, Mezzo-soprano.

Led by Artistic Director Pavlo Hunka, faculty members 
are Albert Krywolt, pianist; Robert Kortgaard, pianist; and 
Dr. Melanie Turgeon, ensemble coach. Joining this year’s 
faculty as an additional ensemble coach is Dr. Anna Ferenc. 

On August 15-17, the general public is invited to enjoy a 
behind-the -scenes look as these eight vocalists are taken 
through an intensive immersion into Ukrainian Art Songs – 
the language, poetic realm, musical style, socio-historical 
context and performance practice. Admission is free, but 
pre-registration is required due to limited seating. (To reg-
ister, log on to:  https://www.ukrainianartsong.ca/si-audit-
ing-form.)

The Summer Institute concludes on Sunday, August 19, 
at 3 p.m. p.m., with “Artists in Performance,” a rare oppor-
tunity to hear the eight extraordinary rising stars, as they 
interpret the works of Ukrainian composers, including 
Ostap and Nestor Nyzhankivsky, Myroslav Volynsky, and 
Jaroslav Lopatynsky, with piano accompaniment by 

Messrs. Krywolt and Kortgaard. Mr. Hunka, an internation-
ally renowned bass-baritone, will provide lively and 
insightful commentary. 

At this recital, the Ukrainian Art Song Project will launch 
the much-anticipated “Galicians II” recording, including 82 
Ukrainian art songs. The release of this recording adds 
another collection to the ever-growing library that has 
already been released. 

Tickets for the performance are $18 for students (with 
ID) and $37 for adults. They may be purchased in person 
at the RCM Box Office, 273 Bloor Street West; online at  
www.ukrainianartsong.ca; or by calling 416-408-0208.

The Ukrainian Art Song Project was founded in 2004 
with the goal of acquiring and promoting the classical trea-
sures of Ukrainian art song and aims to record and publish 
a veritable anthology of over 1,000 art songs by more than 
26 of Ukraine’s greatest composers. The project operates 
under the auspices of the Canadian Ukrainian Opera 
Association, a registered charity whose objectives are to 
promote Ukrainian classical music in all forms, including 
live performances and recordings. 

The Summer Institute helps ensure that Ukrainian art 
songs are discovered, learned and performed globally. 
These art songs speak eloquently about the country’s his-
tory, challenges and character; they deserve to be per-
formed and to take their place on the classical world’s 
stage. Last year’s participants have already incorporated 
the art songs they learned at the institute into their reper-
toires and are sharing them with colleagues, teachers and 
audiences. 

For more information on the Ukrainian Art Song Project, 
readers may go to  www.ukrainianartsong.ca.

Source: Ukrainian Art Song Project

by the Rev. John M. Fields

PHILADELPHIA – All are invited to join Bishop Andriy 
Rabiy and clergy on a pilgrimage at the Church of the 
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary in Centralia, Pa., on 
Sunday, August 26. The pilgrimage begins at noon with the 
celebration of the divine liturgy with Bishop Andriy, apostol-
ic administrator of the Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of 
Philadelphia, as the main celebrant and homilist.

Bishop Ronald Gainer of the Diocese of Harrisburg will 
give a reflection and lead the pilgrims in the praying of a 
Living Rosary at 2 p.m. before the historic and jeweled 
18th century copy of the Icon of Our Lady of Pochayiv. 

At 3 p.m. an Akafist to the Mother of God will be sung. At 
4:30 p.m. there will be a candlelight procession to the 
church for the celebration of a Moleben to the Mother of 
God with Bishop Andriy as main celebrant and homilist. At 
the conclusion of the Moleben, prayers for healing and the 
anointing with holy oils for the healing of soul and body 
will take place. 

Confessions will be available throughout the day at vari-
ous locations on the church grounds. There will be reli-

gious goods for sale, which will be blessed at the conclu-
sion of the Living Rosary in the outdoor chapel. Food ser-
vice will be provided at 1-4 p.m.

This is a rain-or-shine event. Handicap parking will be 
provided on the church grounds. Off-site parking and shut-
tle van service will be provided from specially designated 
areas near the church. For more information readers may 
contact the church rectory at 570-339-0650.

This pilgrimage was the inspired by Patriarch Sviatoslav 
during his historic visit to the Centralia church in 
November 2015. He marveled at the continuing presence 
of the church in Centralia, where an underground mine fire 
resulted in the abandonment of the town, the demolition of 
almost all buildings and the relocation of all but less than 
10 residents. Patriarch Sviatoslav felt a sense of true holi-
ness that pervades the entire church property, and his 
desire is for all people of faith to come and experience this 
holiness, sanctity and serenity as pilgrims to this holy place 
on the mountain.

The church is located two blocks north of Route 42 in 
Centralia, Pa., at the following mailing address 1130 
Summit Hill Road, Aristes, PA 17920.

The Napa Conference provided a unique opportunity for 
UCEF to meet religious leaders and university presidents 
from other Catholic colleges, including the Catholic 
University of America, the University of Dallas, the 
University of Notre Dame and Benedictine University. UCU 
hopes to forge new partnerships and student exchange 
programs with many of these institutions. Earlier this year, 
a delegation of leaders from the Napa Institute visited the 
Ukrainian Catholic University during the paschal season 
and several have become major donors to Ukrainian 
Catholic causes, including UCU and the Paris Eparchy. 

Speaking on behalf of UCEF, Chief Development Officer 
Alexander Kuzma expressed gratitude to Luke Miller and 
Gregory Hallick, who introduced the Napa Institute to the 
foundation and opened new horizons to potential Roman 
Catholic supporters on the West Coast. 

(Continued from page 5)

Ukrainian Catholic...

Three of the participants of the 2018 Ukrainian Art Song Project, Olesia Verzole, Drew Skitko and Julie Anna 
Gulenko, are from the United States.
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Through Exhibit, “Ukrainian Orthodoxy in the New Land: 100 Years
September 15 in the United States of America,” Ukrainian History and
Somerset, NJ Education Center, Ukrainian Cultural Center, www.uocofusa.org

August 11 Softball tournament, Ukrainian American Youth 
Ellenville, NY Association camp, www.cym.org/us-ellenville

August 11 Film screening, “The First Lions: Founding of the 
Chicago Ukrainian Institute of Modern Art,” Chopin Theater,
 www.chopintheatre.com or 773-278-1500
 
August 16-18 Folkfest, Ukrainian Karpaty Pavilion, Hall D Exhibition, 
Saskatoon, SK Prairieland Park, www.saskatoonfolkfest.com

August 16-19 St. Josaphat Ukrainian Festival, St. Josaphat Ukrainian 
Rochester, NY Catholic Church, www.rochesterukrainianfestival.com

August 18 Fund-raiser concert with chamber music trio Kyiv, with
Jewett, NY violinist Nazar Pylatiuk, cellist Natalia Khoma and pianist
 Volodymyr Vynnytsky, Grazhda Music and Art Center of
 Greene County, www.grazhdamusicandart.org or 518-989-6479

August 18-19 Ukrainian Festival, Ukrainian Homestead,
Lehighton, PA www.ukrhomestead.com

August 19 Ukrainian Day, Ukrainian Cultural Heritage Village, 
Edmonton, AB www.ukrainianvillage.ca

August 23 USCAK Beach Soccer Tournament, Ukrainian Sports 
Wildwood Crest,  Federation of the U.S.A. and Canada, beach in front of 
NJ Pan Am Hotel, boksoc@optonline.net or www.uscak.org

August 24 Fund-raiser dance, with music by Torn Boots and DJ Orest,
Wildwood, NJ Khmelnychenky Plast fraternity, Wildwood American
 Legion hall, www.facebook.com/xmeli

August 24 Gala concert, marking the 27th anniversary of Ukraine’s 
Jenkintown, PA independence, Ukrainian Educational and Cultural
 Center, www.ueccphila.org or 215-663-1166

August 25 Concert, featuring pianist Stanislav Khristenko, Grazhda 
Jewett, NY Music and Art Center of Greene County, 
 www.grazhdamusicandart.org or 518-989-6479

August 25 Ukrainian Day in the Park, Rotary Park,
Saskatoon, SK ukrainiandaysaskatoon@gmail.com or 
 www.ukrainiandayinthepark.ca

August 25 Ukrainian Independence Day celebration, Austin
Pflugerville, TX Texas Ukrainians, Blackhawk Amenity Center, 
 www.facebook.com/events/204045730284057

August 25-26 Ukrainian Village Independence Day Parade, with 
Parma, OH festival at St. Josaphat Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral, 
 https://ukrainianvillageparma.org or 440-886-2108

August 25-26 Babas and Borshch Ukrainian Festival, Lamont Recreation
Lamont, AB Center Complex, 780-365-2434 or www.babasandborshch.ca

August 25-26 Ukrainian Days Festival, Ukrainian Congress Committee 
Chicago of America – Illinois Division, Chicago Avenue between 
 Western Avenue and Leavitt Street, http://uccaillinois.org

August 26 Ukrainian Independence Day Festival, Ukrainian American
Horsham, PA Sports Center – Tryzub, www.tryzub.org or 267-664-3857

August 26 Vyshyvanka Run, Ukrainian Running Club New York, 
New York Central Park, info@ukrainianrunningclubny.com

August 26 Pilgrimage to Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Centralia, PA Ukrainian Catholic Church, http://ukrarcheparchy.us/event

August 26 Ukrainian Independence Day celebration, Ukrainian 
Dallas/Ft. Worth, American Society of Texas, St. Sophia Church,
TX www.uast.org

Entries in “Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to events 
advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome submissions 
from all our readers. Items will be published at the discretion of the editors 
and as space allows. Please send e-mail to mdubas@ukrweekly.com.

Patriarchate, calling it a “threat to the secu-
rity of the state” (Lb.ua, May 25).

In the Soviet Union, where religion was 
largely banned, the Communist regime reg-
ularly exploited the Churches still allowed 
to remain in order to spread disinforma-
tion and collect information on their mem-
bers through loyal priests, many of whom 
were KGB agents. And during its invasion of 
Ukraine, Russia broadly exploited religious 
issues as a pretext for aggression: such as 
to protect “traditional values” against the 
expansion of Western liberalism, homosex-
uality and “non-believers” (Risu.org.ua, 
March 4, 2015; BBC News, December 18, 
2014).

For many Russian mercenaries and local 
separatists who took up arms against the 
Ukrainian military, the conflict in the south-
east has become a “holy war” against Kyiv 
and its “Western patrons.” Indeed, a num-
ber of pro-Russia volunteer battalions were 
created on a religious basis. One of them, 
calling itself the “Russian Orthodox Army,” 
was founded by Igor Girkin (a.k.a. Strelkov), 

a retired colonel of the Russian Military 
Intelligence (GRU). Mr. Strelkov had orga-
nized the initial separatist resistance in 
Donbas in April 2014 (NewsBigmir, May 
19, 2014).

The Kremlin can be expected to continue 
using the Russian Church to destabilize the 
situation inside of Ukraine. At the same 
time, tangible movement toward autoceph-
aly of the national Orthodox Church may in 
itself increasingly polarize Ukrainian soci-
ety, especially against the background of 
looming elections next year – an internal 
confrontation that the Kremlin would be all 
too happy to support and escalate. 

Thus, in his call to “pray and fight” for 
the Ukrainian Church,  President 
Poroshenko neglected to mention a key 
point. It will simultaneously be important 
for the government and society to vigilantly 
work to prevent the outbreak of religiously 
based conflict in Ukraine, which would 
destabilize the situation and play right into 
the Kremlin’s hands.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 3)
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journalist says.  Belarusians didn’t decide 
one fine day to give up their language and 
use Russian, except of course of a few “ren-
egades” who seek to “muddy the waters by 
trying to speak Belarusian in a customary 
Russian-language milieu.”

That isn’t true, Khalip says. Instead, “the 
Belarusian language was destroyed over a 
long period and in a planned manner, in 
the framework of Soviet colonial policy. 
From 1920 to 1937, there were four state 
languages in the BSSR – Belarusian, Polish, 
Russian and Yiddish.” And those languages 
were all on the coat of arms of the repub-
lic.

In government offices at that time, busi-
ness was conducted in two languages – 
Belarusian and Yiddish. “It is possible that 
this is what led them to their fate. With 
Yiddish, it is true, Hitler ‘helped’ a lot; [but] 
with Belarusian, the Soviet authorities 
dealt with on their own.

Under the slogan, “if you speak 
Belarusian, that means you’re a national-
ist!” the Soviet authorities in the 1930s 
“destroyed practically the entire national 
intelligentsia. In 1937, they shot hundreds 
of writers and scholars and burned their 
archives in jail yards so that no word from 
these nationalists would survive,” Khalip 
says.

Thus began “the stigmatization of 
Belarusian,” and “Belarusians really began 
to speak Russian – in order to survive.” 
Belarusian schools were closed, universi-
ties stopped teaching in it, and Belarusians 
were allowed to study their native language 
only two hours a week as if it were a for-
eign language rather than their own.

“But,” she continues, “the real Belarusian 

language, living and warm, became a secret 
knowledge, just like the Jewish faith was for 
the forcibly baptized Spanish Jews. 

And do Russians know “why Alyaksandr 
Lukashenka has held power for so many 
years? Because he is conducting the very 
same colonial policies [the Soviets did] in 
exchange for oil and gas at domestic 
Russian prices. In 24 years, not one 
Belarusian-language university has opened 
in Belarus; and Minsk with its two million 
people has only seven Belarusian-language 
schools.”

“The Soviet bureaucrat Alyaksandr 
Lukashenka is not in a position to destroy 
his internal raykom matrix and therefore 
issues forth phrases like ‘in Belarusian it is 
impossible to express anything great.’” But 
precisely because he and Moscow say these 
things, the Belarusians themselves have 
taken it upon themselves to save their lan-
guage and their nation.

Belarusians, she says, “speak their lan-
guage. They use it consciously in their fami-
lies and in their company offices. 
Belarusian-language stores and automobile 
dealerships are appearing. The books of 
Svetlana Aleksiyevich are popular. And 
other Belarusian books are distributed by 
mobile phones.

As a result, “international brands com-
ing into Belarus order ads in the Belarusian 
language.”  And because this is so, the 
Novaya journalist and ethnic Belarusian 
insists, the Belarusian people are reviving 
their language and ensuring the survival of 
their nation well into the future.

 “They will return their language, and 
they will open universities, and they will be 
happy,” she says. But under one condition: 
that they won’t again be shot by those who 
want to build an empire rather than a 
nation.

(Continued from page 6)

Moscow and Minsk...
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PREVIEW OF EVENTS
Saturday, August 18

JEWETT, N.Y.: Music at Grazhda presents its 
fund-raising concert featuring the chamber 
music trio Kyiv – Nazar Pylatyuk, violin, 
Natalia Khoma, cello, and Volodymyr 
Vynnytsky, piano. The trio will play works by 
Mozart, Schubert and others. All tickets are 
$35. For reservations and additional informa-
tion call 518-989-6479. The concert begins at 
8 p.m. at Grazhda Concert Hall, Route 23A, 
Jewett, N.Y. See http://www.grazhdamusican-
dart.org.
Friday, August 24

WILDWOOD, N.J.: The Khmelnychenky Plast 
fraternity is sponsoring a fund-raising dance 
for Plast Ukrainian Scouting Organization 
camps at the Wildwood American Legion, 
4200 Atlantic Ave. Doors open at 8 p.m. 
Entertainment will be provided by Torn Boots 
and DJ Orest. Admission: $20 for adults age 21 
and over only (includes open beer bar 8 p.m.-1 
a.m.; mixed drinks also available.) Valid IDs 
required for wristbands that will be sold at the 
beach and at the door. For more information 
visit the Facebook page https://www.face-
book.com/Xmeli/.

Saturday, August 25

COHOES, N.Y.: The Ukrainian Festival of the 
Capital District of New York will take place at 
1-10 p.m. at 1 Pulaski St., Cohoes, NY 12047. 
Come join us for some delicious Ukrainian 
foods, a concert exploding with traditional 
dancing, amazing music and gorgeous ethnic 
costumes. Various vendors will be present 
selling food, drinks, and traditional arts and 
crafts, and there will be plenty of activities for 
the kids, including face-painting, games, a 
bounce house and kid-friendly delicious 
treats. Admission is only $5 for ages 18 and 
over; free for kids. There’s plenty of parking 
and the evening will conclude with a tradition-
al Ukrainian “zabava” (dance). We hope to see 
you there for lots of Ukrainian fun. For more 
information go to http://www.capitaldistric-
tukrainianfestival.org or e-mail capitaldistric-
tukrainianfestival@gmail.com.
Sunday, August 26

HORSHAM, Pa.: The Ukrainian American 
Sport Center Tryzub will host the 27th annual 
Ukrainian Independence Folk Festival and 
Outdoor Summer Concert at Tryzubivka, 
County Line and Lower State roads, Horsham, 

PA 19044. Doors will open at noon. The con-
cert in the park will begin at 1:30 p.m. It is an 
integrated, dynamic program titled “Celebrate 
Liberty and Unity,” another collaborative effort 
of prior performers: Voloshky Ukrainian 
Dance Ensemble, Iskra Ukrainian Dance 
Ensemble, violinist Innesa Tymochko Dekajlo 
and the Vox Ethnika orchestra. Special guests 
include singer-songwriter from Ukraine Iryna 
Lonchyna and talented local singers Yuliya 
Stupen, Vika Slobodyan and Philly friends. A 
social dance to the live music of the Vox 
Ethnika will follow the concert at 4:30 p.m. 

Delicious Ukrainian foods and baked goods, 
picnic fare, cool beverages and refreshments 
will be plentiful. Vendors are welcome. An arts 
and crafts bazaar and a children’s fun area will 
be open all day. Admission: $15, $10 for stu-
dents, free for children under age 15; parking 
is free. A limited number of discount tickets is 
available online. For further information: 267-
664-3857, info@tryzub.org, or www.tryzub.
org. The sponsor is a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt 
non-profit charitable organization. Proceeds 
benefit youth and adult amateur sports and 
cultural, fraternal and community programs. 
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