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by Mark Raczkiewycz

KYIV – Russia’s imperial foreign policy 
and the adverse effect it has on neighboring 
countries and the world order took center 
stage at a panel devoted to Ukraine’s future 
at the annual Yalta European Strategy con-
ference that took place on September 13-15. 

Titled, “The Future of Ukraine and 
Eastern Europe – Beyond Spheres of 
Influence and Zones of Conflict,” the panel 
was moderated by Munich Security 
Conference chief Wolfgang Ischinger.

Discussions centered on how Ukraine 
can find peace in the smoldering Donbas 
war that Moscow has waged since April 
2014 while increasing the stakes for Russia 
if it continues occupying Crimea, as well as 
parts of Donetsk and Luhansk oblasts. 

Moderator Mr. Ischinger set the tone by 
noting that “trust and the operational rela-
tionship between Russia and the West… 
has reached an all-time low.”

He then asked what can be done three 
years after the latest Minsk agreement was 
signed to bring peace to Ukraine to the fol-
lowing panelists: Richard Haass, president 
of the Washington-based Council on 
Foreign Relations; Ukrainian Foreign 
Affairs Minister Pavlo Klimkin; European 
Parliament member from Germany Michael 
Gahler; and U.S. Special Representative for 
Ukraine Negotiations Kurt Volker.

America’s special envoy noted that the 

conflict, which has killed more than 10,300 
people and triggered the “largest move-
ment of a European population since World 
War II” by displacing over 1.5 million peo-
ple, is an “ongoing hot war.”

As during previous visits to Ukraine over 
the last year, Ambassador Volker said that 

“this is a Russian-led military force in the 
Donbas with two political entities created 
and controlled by Russia aimed at putting 
pressure on and controlling politics in 
Ukraine.” 

Russia dominates talk on Ukraine’s future 
at annual Yalta European Strategy conference

(Continued on page 14)

At the Yalta European Strategy conference (from left) are: Munich Security 
Conference chief Wolfgang Ischinger; Richard Haass, president of the Washington-
based Council on Foreign Relations; Ukrainian Foreign Affairs Minister Pavlo 
Klimkin; European Parliament member from Germany Michael Gahler; and U.S. 

Special Representative for Ukraine Negotiations Kurt Volker.
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Rock star Vakarchuk baits  
public on presidential bid  

at YES conference
by Mark Raczkiewycz

KYIV – When perhaps the country’s 
most popular singer Syatoslav 
Vakarchuk was going to give a sold-out 
concert at Kyiv’s Olympic Stadium on 
Independence Day the previous 
month, pundits speculated he would 
announce his candidacy for the March 
2019 presidential race. 

It has been such a popular topic 
ever since he completed a fellowship 
at Stanford University’s Center on 
Democracy, Development and the Rule 
of Law during the autumn of 2017. So 
much so that Mr. Vakarchuk, 43, is 
often included in polls that gauge the 
public’s political preferences. 

He hinted at his readiness to run by 
repeating the acronym – YES – of the 
15th annual Yalta Europe Strategy 
meeting that was held on September 
13-15. It was the fifth time the confer-
ence took place in Kyiv after it was 
relocated from Ukraine’s territory of 
Crimea once Russia forcibly took it 
over in March 2014. 

“But don’t expect any loud political 
statements from me…it’s more impor-
tant to start with the subject matter of 
what we should do next,” the possible 

First world forum for schools of Ukrainian studies held in Lviv
UWC

LVIV – The first World Forum for 
Ukrainian Saturday and Sunday Schools 
took place at Lviv Polytechnic National 
University on August 17-22. Held under the 
patronage of Maryna Poroshenko, first lady 
of Ukraine and chair of the Council of the 
Petro Poroshenko Charitable Fund and the 
Ukrainian Cultural Fund, the forum was co-
organized by the International Educational 
Coordinating Council (IECC) of the 
Ukrainian World Congress.

Participating in the forum were teachers 
from Ukrainian schools in Australia, Asia, 
Africa, Europe and North and South 
America, representing 35 countries, as well 
as academics and trainers from Ukraine 
who shared their pedagogical and educa-
tional experience with the participants. 

Realized within the framework of the 
Memorandum of Cooperation between the 
Ukrainian World Congress (UWC) and the 
International Institute for Education, 

Participants of the first World Forum for Ukrainian Saturday and Sunday Schools held in Lviv on August 17-22.
UWC

(Continued on page 16)
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UCC appeals to Canadian MPs

The Ukrainian Canadian Congress (UCC) 
is calling on Canada’s Members of 
Parliament to take a strong stand in support 
of over 70 Ukrainian political prisoners ille-
gally jailed by Russia. As the fall session of 
Parliament gets under way, on September 18 
the UCC sent a letter and briefing note to 
Canada’s MPs urging them to support the 
immediate implementation of sanctions 
against Russian officials responsible for the 
illegal imprisonment and maltreatment of 
Ukrainian political prisoners. “Ukrainian 
political prisoners are subject to serious vio-
lations of their human rights, including doc-
umented cases of torture, ill treatment and 
refusal to provide medical care. The names 
of the Russian officials responsible for these 
violations are easily identifiable,” stated UCC 
CEO Ihor Michalchyshyn in the letter to MPs. 
“The continuing inaction of the government 
of Canada on this issue is a matter of increas-
ing alarm to the 1.3-million strong Ukrainian 
community in Canada. The UCC has raised 
this issue in numerous communications 
with high-ranking Canadian officials.” In 
October 2017, Canada’s Parliament adopted 
the Magnitsky Act, which gives the govern-
ment of Canada the tools to sanction foreign 
nationals responsible for gross violations of 
internationally recognized human rights. 
“Three political prisoners – Volodymyr 
Balukh, Oleh Sentsov and Oleksandr 
Shumkov – are on hunger strikes lasting 
over 100 days in protest against Russia’s 
ongoing illegal detentions of Ukrainian polit-
ical prisoners and violations of human 
rights,” stated Mr. Michalchyshyn. “Canada, 
which aspires to leadership in supporting 
human rights around the world, needs to 
take immediate action against Russian offi-
cials responsible for their imprisonment.” 
(Ukrainian Canadian Congress)

Moscow claims missile came from Ukraine

The Russian military has made a new 
claim about the downing of a passenger jet 
over the war zone in eastern Ukraine in 
2014, asserting that the missile that 
brought Malaysia Airlines Flight 17 down, 
killing all 298 passengers and crew, was 
sent to Soviet Ukraine after it was made in 
1986 and never returned to Russia. Russian 
Defense Ministry officials made the claim at 
a news conference in Moscow on 

September 17, in an apparent attempt to 
discredit the findings of an international 
investigation that determined the system 
that fired the missile was brought into 
Ukraine from Russia before the Boeing 777 
was shot down on July 17, 2014, crashing in 
an area held by Russia-backed separatists 
in the Donetsk region, and smuggled back 
into Russia afterward. Kyiv swiftly disputed 
the Russian assertion, which a senior 
Ukrainian official called an “awkward fake,” 
while the Dutch-led Joint Investigation 
Team (JIT) said that it was still waiting for 
Russia to send documents it requested long 
ago and that Russia had made “factually 
inaccurate“ claims in the past. In a state-
ment to RFE/RL, the Dutch government 
said it had “taken notice of the publications 
in relation to the press conference by the 
Russian Ministry of Defense.” The state-
ment added, “The Netherlands has the 
utmost confidence in the findings and con-
clusions of the JIT,” and noted that “The JIT 
investigation has broad support by the 
international community. The government 
is committed to full cooperation with the 
criminal investigation by all countries con-
cerned as reflected in [U.N. Security 
Council] Resolution 2166.” Speaking to 
RFE/RL’s Russian Service in an interview, 
the founder of cybersleuthing outfit 
Bellingcat accused Russia of “lying about 
the content” of videos it used as evidence, 
and said there was “absolutely no way to 
know” whether the records it cited are gen-
uine. The JIT also found that the Buk missile 
came from Russia’s 53rd Antiaircraft 
Missile Brigade and was fired from territory 
held by the Russia-backed separatists. 
Many of the JIT’s findings have been corrob-
orated or supported by evidence gathered 
by journalists and independent investiga-
tors, such as the British-based Bellingcat. 
Citing what they said were newly declassi-
fied documents, Russian Defense Ministry 
officials asserted that the missile was man-
ufactured in Dolgoprudny, outside Moscow, 
in 1986 – five years before the Soviet Union 
fell apart – and was sent by railway to a mis-
sile brigade in the Ternopil region of west-
ern Ukraine in December of that year. “The 
missile belongs to the Ukrainian armed forc-
es and never returned to Russian territory,” 
said Lieutenant General Nikolai Parshin, 

(Continued on page 14)

 ANALYSIS

by Vladimir Socor 
Eurasia Daily Monitor

The leader of the “Donetsk People’s 
Republic” (DPR), Aleksandr Zakharchenko, 
was assassinated by a bomb blast on 
August 31, after almost four years of con-
tinuous service to the Russian occupation 
in three capacities simultaneously: “head of 
the republic,” head of the “council of minis-
ters” (government), and commander-in-
chief of the DPR forces with a titular rank of 
general. Zakharchenko was an impulsive, 
sometimes reckless figure, with an orga-
nized-crime background (fight club busi-
ness and thugs-for-hire). While a civilian, 
he joined the Donetsk paramilitary forces 
from their first hour in March 2014.

Zakharchenko is the latest and most 
prominent casualty in a long series of inter-
necine assassinations among political and 
paramilitary leaders in the Donetsk and 
Luhansk “people’s republics” (DPR, LPR). 
Local authorities and Moscow never eluci-
dated those assassinations. Instead they 
blame Kyiv rhetorically, without bringing 
evidence, and invariably relegate the inves-
tigations to quick oblivion. These high-pro-
file killings are often traced (also by a 
resigned local populace) to personal and 
business rivalries among local leaders, 
within the milieu of crime and lawlessness 
from which they emerged and from which 
Moscow recruited them.

T h e  K r e m l i n  h a s  r e a c t e d  t o 
Zakharchenko’s death by ordering elec-
tions to be held, in both DPR and LPR, for 
the posts of head of the republic and for the 
respective “people’s councils” (would-be 
parliaments). On September 7, the two 
people’s councils synchronically scheduled 
both types of elections for November 11. 
This date corresponds with DPR-LPR’s 
four-year “electoral” cycle inaugurated in 
November 2014. Moscow also considered 
the option of prolonging the incumbent 
authorities’ term of office by another year, 
so as to avoid diplomatic complications in 
the “Minsk process” (TASS, August 22, 
2018). But the Kremlin discarded this 
option after Zakharchenko’s death. Still, it 
cannot entirely be ruled out that Moscow 
would revert to the one-year prolongation 
option, in exchange for concessions to the 
DPR-LPR at Ukraine’s expense in the Minsk 
negotiation process.

Interim head of DPR

Meanwhile, Moscow has picked Denis 
Pushilin as interim head of the DPR, pend-
ing the elections. His early background is 
also in organized crime (the MMM financial 
fraud). Mr. Pushilin is currently the chair-
person of the DPR people’s council, as well 
as chief representative to the Minsk 
Contact Group. The Kremlin first 
announced its choice of Mr. Pushilin on 
September 5, and the DPR people’s council 
“appointed” him (a technicality, different 
from electing) as interim head of DPR on 
September 7 (Donestkoye Agentstvo 
Novostey, September 7, 8).

The neighboring LPR’s head, Leonid 
Pasechnik, also has an interim status. Mr. 
Pasechnik, formerly “state security minis-
ter,” overthrew the LPR’s “elected” head 
Igor Plotnitsky in November 2017 through 
a Moscow-backed military coup. The peo-
ple’s council then technically appointed Mr. 
Pasechnik as head of the LPR. He has not 
been formally elected since then (Luganskii 
Informatsionnyi Tsentr, November 24, 

2017; September 7, 8, 2018).
Meanwhile, the terms of office are due to 

expire in November 2018 for the DPR’s and 
LPR’s respective heads, as well as for the 
two people’s councils. All these authorities 
were “elected” in November 2014 (see 
Eurasia Daily Monitor, November 5, 10, 
2014) for four-year terms. Russia alone has 
recognized the validity of those “elections.”

The Kremlin’s overseer of the DPR-LPR, 
presidential aide Vladislav Surkov, has pub-
licized the rationale for new elections 
through his associate, Aleksei Chesnakov 
(formally head of the Institute on Current 
Political Affairs, informally deemed to be Mr. 
Surkov’s public voice on the Donbas and 
Ukraine). Although Mr. Surkov undoubtedly 
communicates detailed instructions to the 
Donetsk and Luhansk leaders through 
direct channels, it was evidently deemed 
necessary to have these explanations publi-
cized by Mr. Surkov’s reputed proxy, via the 
official TASS news agency, for the local fac-
tions to heed and follow the new line.

The scheduled elections aim, in part, to 
strengthen the hands of Moscow and DPR-
LPR vis-à-vis Kyiv and the West in upcom-
ing negotiations. The “republics” should 
pretend to observe at least some formal 
electoral procedures, so as to embellish their 
claims to a special status under the Minsk 
armistice. The grounds for calling new elec-
tions are set forth in Mr. Chesnakov’s state-
ments with reference to both local and inter-
national factors (TASS, September 5, 10).

The new elections are meant to confirm 
the DPR-LPR’s new heads post factum, 
after Moscow has already chosen them. Mr. 
Surkov cabled assurances of the Kremlin’s 
“full support” to Mr. Pushilin (DAN, 
September 5, 8). Mr. Surkov also issued an 
“address” on the occasion of Zakhar-
chenko’s funeral, addressing him as “Sasha, 
my brother,” and signing it as “Slava” 
(friendly diminutive from Vladislav) (DAN, 
September 2). The Kremlin must bestow 
internal legitimacy on Messrs. Pushilin and 
Pasechnik through popular election for full 
terms, as distinct from unelected, technical-
ly “appointed” interim heads, which is Mr. 
Pasechnik’s and Mr. Pushilin’s current sta-
tus.

From Moscow via TASS, on September 5, 
Mr. Chesnakov prescribed the electoral sce-
nario in four steps: Moscow chooses Mr. 
Pushilin as DPR interim head, he must as 
such receive a formal investiture from the 
people’s council, he must then be con-
firmed by popular vote, and that vote must 
be scheduled in November to coincide with 
the “election” of the people’s council to 
another four-year term (DAN, September 8; 
see Part Two).

Factional commotion

The unexplained assassination of the 
DPR leader on August 31 provoked a fac-
tional commotion in Donetsk. The Kremlin 
had to intervene openly from September 5 
onward to stabilize the political situation. 
This sequence of events (Donestkoye 
Agentstvo Novostey, August 31-September 
9), exposed the DPR’s endemic lawless-
ness; although the neighboring Luhansk 
“People’s Republic” (LPR) admittedly has 
the worse reputation for violent factional-
ism.

On August 31, a body self-identified as 
“DPR Operational Command” and, alterna-
t i v e l y,  a s  “ Te r r i t o r i a l  D e f e n s e 

Change at the top exposes the politics
of Donetsk-Luhansk ‘people’s republics’
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Poroshenko delivers keynote address
at Yalta European Strategy meeting

KYIV – President Petro Poroshenko gave the keynote speech at the 15th yearly 
Yalta European Strategy (YES) meeting on September 14 in Kyiv’s Mystetskyi 
Arsenal art and cultural museum. Known as the “Ukrainian Davos,” it is Eastern 
Europe’s biggest conference devoted to Ukraine’s place in Europe. Some 600 
heads of state, politicians, economists, thinkers and business leaders were 
in attendance. This year’s theme of the YES meeting, organized by the Victor 
Pinchuk Foundation, was “The Next Generation of Everything.” In his speech, 
President Poroshenko said that Ukraine is the eastern stronghold of NATO’s com-
mon security system. “Our European and Euro-Atlantic aspirations should be con-
sidered in a broader international and European context,” he said. “It is not that 
we need just the European Union, we also need NATO. In the same way, they 
need us.” Mr. Poroshenko also emphasized that a united Europe isn’t possible 
without Ukraine. “Ukraine is a Euro-optimistic nation. Its people have a unique 
belief in Europe.”

– Mark Raczkiewycz 

Moscow-controlled ‘elections’ in Ukraine’s Donetsk-Luhansk: International implications
by Vladimir Socor 

Eurasia Daily Monitor

The Kremlin has announced its decision 
to stage “elections” in the occupied Donetsk 
and Luhansk “people’s republics” (DPR, 
LPR) in November, and has launched prepa-
rations for such elections (see Eurasia Daily 
Monitor, September 12). This is not about 
the municipal elections (city, district, village 
levels) envisaged by the Minsk armistice 
and discussed in several diplomatic forums. 
Under the Minsk terms, municipal elections 
would be useless to Moscow and the DPR-
LPR if conducted unilaterally (only Kyiv’s 
consent, if extracted, could have turned 
those municipal elections into a political 
bonanza for the Russian side). Moscow’s lat-
est decision, however, is to stage elections to 
the posts of DPR and LPR “heads” (“glava,” 
would-be presidents) and the two people’s 
councils (would-be parliaments).

Moscow’s announcement of these “elec-
tions” at this juncture seems to pursue two 
objectives – neither of which is the interna-
tional recognition of the elections’ results. 
The Kremlin knows that such recognition 
will not be forthcoming.

First, Moscow’s minimal goal is to 
induce Western diplomacy to pressure 
Ukraine into prolonging the validity of its 
law on a special status for the DPR-LPR by 
another year. Ukraine adopted this law in 
2014 under the duress of the Minsk terms, 
and had to prolong its validity at annual 
intervals. However, it hedged this law with 
preconditions and safeguards, rendering it 
inoperative thus far. Without actually enact-
ing that special status, this law makes it 
conditionally possible. The Verkhovna Rada 
is due to vote on whether or not to prolong 

this law’s validity by October.
The governments in Berlin, Paris and 

Brussels (among others) fear that allowing 
this law’s validity to expire would contra-
vene the Minsk armistice, provoke Russian 
and/or DPR-LPR military escalation, and 
derail the Minsk and Normandy (negotia-
tions involving the governments of Ukraine, 
Russia, France and Germany) processes. 
Aware of these fears, Moscow (in the words 
of Foreign Affairs Minister Sergei Lavrov) 
wants “Western partners to exercise their 
influence on Kyiv” yet again to revalidate 
that law (Interfax, September 2).

The Kremlin is especially keen for this 
law to remain valid into 2019, when 
Ukraine is scheduled to hold general elec-
tions. Moscow hopes that those elections 
could produce weaker or transactional 
authorities in Ukraine that might bring into 
effect the now-inoperative law on DPR-
LPR’s special status.

As Ukrainian analysts discern, the 
Kremlin may seem to suggest a tradeoff: 
postponing the DPR-LPR “elections” by one 
year, in return for Kyiv prolonging the valid-
ity of its law on a hypothetical special sta-
tus also by one year (Ukrinform, September 
7-11). Moscow had suggested such trad-
eoffs in previous years, when its DPR-LPR 
proxies announced municipal “elections” 
(not yet “republican” ones) unilaterally, 
unless Kyiv would revalidate the law on 
special status and compromise on a special 
electoral law for those territories. But those 
announcements were a bluff, and those 
municipal “elections” were never staged, as 
they would be useless to Moscow in the 
absence of Kyiv’s consent.

Moscow is, on the whole, content with 
the present situation whereby the two 

unrecognized “republics” are eligible to 
negotiate with Kyiv about a special status. 
Meanwhile, the DPR-LPR’s four-year “elec-
tion” cycle will have been completed in 
November, and Moscow seems determined 
to recreate the fraudulent appearance of 
popular legitimacy for its local proxies.

The second, more far-reaching goal 
behind the decision on DPR-LPR elections 
at this juncture is to threaten the prospects 
of a genuine peacekeeping operation under 
United Nations aegis in Donbas (see EDM, 
September 22, 2017). The Kremlin will 
grow more vocal in demanding that “popu-
larly elected” DPR-LPR leaders be given 
some de facto role (“they must be taken 
into account”) influencing the parameters 
of the proposed peacekeeping operation. 
According to Aleksei Chesnakov (deemed a 
proxy for the Kremlin’s DPR-LPR overseer 
Vladislav Surkov), blocking the “Minsk pro-
cess” “would cause the DPR and LPR to 
become even more intractable, and then 
you can forget about any U.N. mission in 
Donbas, even in the Russian-proposed ‘soft’ 
version of such a mission” (TASS, 
September 10, 2018).

Holding those “elections” in the DPR-
LPR in November would not technically 
violate the Minsk armistice and the follow-
up international process. This ambiguous 
diplomatic construction neither authorizes 
nor precludes creating “republics” with 
their “elected” quasi-presidents and quasi-
parliaments in this Russian-controlled ter-
ritory of Ukraine. The Kremlin did create 
the whole DPR-LPR setup after the Minsk I 
armistice in 2014, staging “republican” 
“elections” for four-year terms. Moscow 
saw to it that the “republics’ heads” were 
accepted as armistice signatories (Minsk I 

and Minsk II), and the DPR-LPR represen-
tatives as de facto negotiators in the Minsk 
Contact Group, from 2014 up to the pres-
ent. Moscow seems confident that it can 
stage (or at the very least threaten to stage) 
another round of quadrennial elections to 
perpetuate the same “republics,” expecting 
the same degree of impunity as hitherto.

The Minsk armistice and follow-up pro-
cess only stipulate municipal elections, to 
be held under rules negotiated and agreed 
by Kyiv with Donetsk-Luhansk in the 
Contact Group (while also being discussed 
in the Normandy Quartet). Those municipal 
elections were never held, in spite of pres-
sures on Kyiv to consent to their holding. 
Holding such elections with the blessing of 
the Organization for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) could have 
lent the DPR-LPR a deceptive semblance of 
democracy. Hence, Moscow is now ready to 
resort to quasi-presidential and quasi-par-
liamentary “elections” in the Donbas, effec-
tively prejudging a negotiated political 
solution. The Kremlin can do so without 
violating the letter of the Minsk armistice. 
Unilaterally held “elections” would, of 
course, violate the spirit of the Minsk armi-
stice and negotiation forums, which 
assume compromises between Kyiv and 
the Moscow-controlled Donetsk-Luhansk. 
But this compromise-based assumption 
itself amounts to a massive breach of inter-
national law and of Ukraine’s sovereignty, a 
fatal contradiction in this whole diplomatic 
process from 2014 to date.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

 NEWS ANALYSIS

RFE/RL

The Russian Orthodox Church has 
announced it will no longer take part in struc-
tures chaired by the Ecumenical Patriarchate 
of Constantinople and that a deepening row 
in Orthodox Christianity over the Ukrainian 
Church’s bid to formally break away from 
Russia’s orbit may lead to violence.

The Russian Orthodox’s Church’s Holy 
Synod ruling body met on September 14 to 
consider a response after the Istanbul-based 
Ecumenical Patriarchate said last week it 
was sending two bishops to Ukraine in what 
is widely viewed as a step toward declaring 
ecclesiastical independence for the main 
Ukrainian Orthodox church there.

“If the [Moscow Patriarchate] recognizes 
the Church as an aggressor, if it is deprived 
of legal rights, then we can expect every-
thing: that the schismatics will take control 
of the great monasteries, such as the Kyiv-
Pecherska Lavra, the Pochayiv Lavra,” 
Metropolitan Ilarion, the chairman of the 
Russian Orthodox Church’s External 
Relations Department, said in a September 
15 interview on Russian RT television. 

“Then, of course, the Orthodox believers 
will protect these holy places and blood-
shed could follow,” he added.

That move by Ecumenical Patriarch 
Bartholomew I – who is considered “first 
among equals” of Eastern Orthodox clerics 
– was strongly criticized by Patriarch Kirill, 
head of the Russian Orthodox Church, as he 
opened the September 14 meeting of the 
Holy Synod. 

Vladimir Legoida, a Russian Orthodox 
Church spokesman, said the Holy Synod had 
decided to suspend its participation in all 
structures chaired or co-chaired by represen-
tatives of the Patriarchate of Constantinople. 

“Essentially this is a breakdown of rela-
tions. To take an example from secular life, 
the decision is roughly equivalent to cutting 
diplomatic ties,” the Russian Church’s 
Metropolitan Ilarion was quoted by the RIA 
news agency as saying.

Metropolitan Onufriy, the head of the 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church – Moscow 
Patriarchate, told the Holy Synod via a video 
link that the special bishops, or exarchs, sent 
by Patriarch Bartholomew I had already 
arrived in Ukraine and established contacts 
with the heads of the Ukrainian Orthodox 
Church that is loyal to Kyiv. 

The Kremlin said it was following the 
situation closely and reiterated its opposi-
tion to any split in Orthodoxy.

“Of course for Moscow and indeed for 
the entire Orthodox world the single pref-
erable scenario is the preservation of unity 
of this Orthodox world,” Kremlin spokes-
man Dmitry Peskov told reporters on 
September 14. 

With reporting by AFP, AP, Interfax, and 
Reuters.

Copyright 2018, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (for 
full text see https://www.rferl.org/a/rus-
sian-orthodox-church-cuts-ties-with-bar-
tholomew/29491457.html).

Russia Church warns of violence 
as it ‘cuts ties’ with Bartholomew

YES  © 2018.  Photographed by Sergei Illin, Aleksandr Indychii and Aleksandr Pilyugin.
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Ukrainian World Congress leaders visit Ukraine
UWC

TORONTO – On September 13-15, 
Ukrainian World Congress (UWC) 
President Eugene Czolij fulfilled a working 
visit to Ukraine, during which he raised 
current Ukrainian issues with the president 
and prime minister of Ukraine; high-rank-
ing officials of Ukraine, other countries and 
international institutions; and representa-
tives of civil society. 

While in Kyiv, the UWC leader discussed 
strategic issues related to combating 
Russian hybrid aggression, the develop-
ment of the Ukrainian state, and recogni-
tion of the Holodomor of 1932-1933 as a 
genocide of the Ukrainian people, particu-
larly during the 15th Yalta European 
Strategy (YES) Annual Meeting.

With President Petro Poroshenko and 
Prime Minister Volodymyr Groysman, Mr. 
Czolij also discussed the commemoration 
in Ukraine of the 85th anniversary of the 
Holodomor and invited them to the XI 
Ukrainian World Congress to be held in 
Kyiv on November 24-27. 

Mr. Czolij also thanked the president of 
Estonia, Kersti Kaljulaid, for unwavering 
support for Ukraine in the defense of its 
territorial integrity. 

The UWC president met separately with 
the president of the National University of 
Ky i v - M o h y l a  A c a d e m y,  A n d r i y 
Meleshevych, to discuss future cooperation 

between the UWC and this university. Mr. 
Czolij was accompanied to this meeting by 
the director of the UWC Mission to Ukraine, 
Serhiy Kasyanchuk. 

Among others with whom Mr. Czolij met 
were:

Volodymyr Ariev, Head of the Ukrainian 
delegation to the Parliamentary Assembly 
of the Council of Europe; Carl Bildt, former 
prime minister of Sweden; Pat Cox, former 
president of the European Parliament; 
Artur Gerasymov, Head of the Delegation of 
Ukraine to the Organization for Security 
and Cooperation in Europe Parliamentary 
Assembly; Pavlo Klimkin, minister of for-
eign affairs of Ukraine; Ivanna Klympush-
Tsintsadze, vice-prime minister of Ukraine 
for  European and Euro-At lant ic 
Integration; Leonid Kuchma, former presi-
dent of Ukraine; Aleksander Kwaśniewski, 
former president of Poland; Yuriy 
Lutsenko, prosecutor general of Ukraine; 
Hugues Mingarelli, European Union ambas-
sador to Ukraine, head of the European 
Union delegation to Ukraine; Yevhen 
Nyshchuk, Minister of Culture of Ukraine; 
Kurt  Volker, U.S. special representative for 
Ukraine negotiations; and Peter Wagner, 
head of the Support Group for Ukraine at 
the European Commission.

UWC delegation in Uraine

Earlier, on August 23-28, a delegation of 
the UWC leadership – comprising Stefan 

Romaniw, UWC secretary general, chair of 
the UWC Holodomor Coordinating 
Committee and president of the Australian 
Federation of Ukrainian Organizations; and 
UWC Vice-Presidents  Paul Grod, chair of 
the UWC Committee in Support of Ukraine 
and president of the Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress, and Andrew Futey, president of 
the Ukrainian Congress Committee of 
America; together with the director of the 
UWC Mission to  Ukraine Serhiy 
Kasyanchuk – participated in state events 
marking the anniversary of Ukraine’s inde-
pendence and in official meetings with rep-
resentatives of the governing authorities 
and civil society of Ukraine.  

Delegation members represented the 
UWC at state events celebrating the 27th 
anniversary of the independence of 
Ukraine, and addressed the 13th meeting 
of the leaders of Ukrainian foreign diplo-
matic missions attended by ambassadors 
and permanent representatives of Ukraine 
to international organizations. 

The representatives of the UWC leader-
ship also held a series of meetings with rep-
resentatives of Ukrainian churches, 
Verkhovna Rada Chair Andriy Parubiy, First 
Vice-Prime Minister Stepan Kubiv, Vice-
Prime Minister Ivanna Klympush-
Tsintsadze, Minister of Foreign Affairs Pavlo 
Klimkin, Minister of Internal Affairs Arsen 

Avakov, Chair of the Verkhovna Rada 
Committee for Foreign Affairs Hanna Hopko. 

They also met with the deputy heads of 
the Presidential Administration Kostiantyn 
Yelisieiev and Rostyslav Pavlenko, leaders 
of parliamentary groups and committees, 
representatives of the Western diplomatic 
corps, and a wide circle of representatives 
of community organizations. 

Meetings involved discussion of current 
issues related particularly to the continued 
strengthening of cooperation between the 
diaspora and Ukraine, the international 
commemoration of the 85th anniversary of 
the Holodomor in Ukraine and throughout 
the world, joint support for Ukraine’s 
European and Euro-Atlantic aspirations, 
support for international initiatives in the 
area of Ukraine’s security, development of 
civil society in Ukraine, and international 
monitoring missions and the upcoming 
elections in Ukraine.  

On August 23, President Petro 
Poroshenko awarded UCCA President 
Futey the Order of the 3rd Rank “For 
Achievements.” 

While in Ukraine, the representatives of 
the UWC leadership participated in and 
addressed the second World Congress of 
Ukrainian Youth Organizations and met 
with the newly elected leadership, includ-
ing President Dmytro Lekartsev.

At the Ukrainian World Congress delegation’s meeting with the chairman of the 
Verkhovna Rada (from left) are: Serhiy Kasyanchuk, Stefan Romaniw, Rada Chair 

Andriy Parubiy, Paul Grod and Andrew Futey.

During a meeting with Ivanna Klympush-Tsintsadze, vice-prime minister of Ukraine, 
(from left) are: Serhiy Kasyanchuk, Paul Grod, Minister Klympush-Тsintsadze, 
Stefan Romaniw, Ukraine’s Ambassador to the U.S. Valery Chaly and Andrew Futey.

UWC

Ukrainian World Congress obtains participatory status
as international NGO with the Council of Europe

UWC

TORONTO – The Ukrainian World Congress (UWC) 
obtained participatory status as an international non-
governmental organization (INGO) with the Council of 
Europe as of August 28.

INGOs with participatory status form the Conference 
of INGOs, which represents civil society at the Council of 
Europe and works to promote participatory democracy. 
In addition to holding two annual sessions, it organizes 
events linked to the priorities of the Council of Europe.

The Council of Europe grants participatory status in 
recognition of the fact that independent non-govern-
mental organizations are an essential component of 
every democratic society, guaranteeing freedom of 
expression and association. The participatory status of 
the Conference of INGOs paves the way for the initiation 
of consultations on topics of mutual interest between 
the INGOs and the Council of Europe bodies, namely the 
Committee of Ministers and its subsidiary bodies, as well 
as with the Parliamentary Assembly and the Congress of 

Local and Regional Authorities of Europe.
“The participatory status as an international non-gov-

ernmental organization with the Council of Europe 
obtained by the Ukrainian World Congress will enable it 
to continue to promote and to defend more effectively 
fundamental freedoms and basic human rights,” said 
UWC President Eugene Czolij.

“The Ukrainian World Congress will do its utmost to 
fulfill the participatory status obligations and contribute 
positively to the work of the Conference of INGOs and the 
Council of Europe and to promote democratic values,” 
said the director of the UWC Mission to International 
Organizations in Brussels, Maryna Iaroshevych.

The UWC is the international coordinating body for 
Ukrainian communities in the diaspora representing the 
interests of over 20 million Ukrainians. It has a network of 
member organizations and ties with Ukrainians in 57 
countries. Founded in 1967, as the World Congress of 
Free Ukrainians, the UWC was recognized in 2003 by the 
United Nations Economic and Social Council as a non-gov-
ernmental organization with special consultative status.

In order to facilitate preparation of The Ukrainian Weekly, 
we ask that the guidelines listed below be followed.

• E-mail submissions are preferred. Stories and photos 
may be sent to staff@ukrweekly.com. 

• Materials may also be mailed to: The Ukrainian Weekly, 
2200 Route 10, P.O. Box 280, Parsippany, NJ 07054.

• Stories should have the name of the author; photogra-
phers should be credited for photos. All photos must be 
clearly labeled and accompanied by captions.

• Persons who submit any materials must provide a com-
plete mailing address and daytime phone number where 
they may be reached if any additional information is required.

• News stories should be sent in not later than 10 days 
after the occurrence of a given event.

• Full names (i.e., no initials) of all persons mentioned in 
stories and captions must be provided. English spellings 
must be verified.

• Information about upcoming events must be received 
one week before the date of The Weekly edition in which the 
information is to be published. For items to be listed in 
Preview of Events, information must be sent to  preview@
ukrweekly.com; information for the Out & About listing must 
be e-mailed to  mdubas@ukrweekly.com.

Any questions? Call 973-292-9800 or e-mail staff@
ukrweekly.com.
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As was reported on our pages earlier this month, the Ukrainian World Congress 
and its member organizations worldwide are conducting an international action 
called “Light a Candle of Remembrance” to mark the solemn 85th anniversary of the 
Holodomor, the Famine-Genocide perpetrated by Soviet dictator Joseph Stalin that 
killed millions in Ukraine in 1932-1933.

The UWC explained: “Over 85 days until International Holodomor Memorial Day 
on November 24, a candle will be lit daily in a different part of the world, uniting 
Ukrainians and friends of Ukraine in remembrance of the innocent victims of the 
genocidal policy of the Stalin regime, while raising awareness of the issues of human 
rights, respect and tolerance.” 

Recently the “Light a Candle of Remembrance” action even made its way to Dubai, 
where Ukrainians honored the memory of the Holodomor’s victims with a moment 
of silence and a reading of the names of 85 children who were among the genocide’s 
innocent victims. The Ukrainian World Congress informs us that, since the beginning 
of this month, candles were lit in Ukraine, Turkey, Jordan, Iraq, China, Egypt, 
Mozambique, Belarus, Senegal, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, 
Singapore, the Russian Federation and Australia. 

Here in the United States, the candle will be moving from east to west, across four 
time zones, on October 1-4. On October 4 it will be on the Eastern Seaboard, includ-
ing New York, New Jersey and Connecticut. In our immediate area here in northern 
New Jersey, a remembrance ceremony is scheduled for Thursday, October 4, at 7 
p.m. at the Ukrainian American Cultural Center of New Jersey in Whippany.

The candle will, of course, make its way that same day to our national Holodomor 
Memorial in Washington, where the first such candle-lighting remembrance cere-
mony was held on November 29, 2015 – three weeks after the memorial was dedi-
cated. (In prior years, such ceremonies were held at the Embassy of Ukraine.)

The aim is to inform the public and to promote broader community involvement 
in this solemn commemoration of a genocide that until relatively recently was hid-
den from the world. It is a worthy follow-up to the work that many of our communi-
ties have done to secure recognition on the state level of the Holodomor as a geno-
cide committed against the Ukrainian nation under the Soviet regime. According to 
the Embassy of Ukraine in the United States, as of June 27 a total of 12 states had 
made such recognition official via resolutions, proclamations, etc. Those states are: 
Washington, Wisconsin, Illinois, Kansas, Massachusetts, Missouri, Michigan, New 
Jersey, New York, Oregon, Pennsylvania and Ohio. We’re sure that number will con-
tinue to grow as our community activists in other states make the case that this 
genocide must be recognized along with others worldwide.

This international action – the virtual sharing of a candle of remembrance – 
began in Kyiv at the Holodomor Victims Memorial National Museum; it will also con-
clude in the Ukrainian capital on November 24, Holodomor Memorial Day. Project 
partners in Ukraine include the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Ukrainian Institute of 
National Remembrance and the Holodomor Victims Memorial, which is the state 
memorial-museum dedicated to preserving the memory of this genocide’s victims.

Readers can follow the worldwide journey of the candle of remembrance online 
at https://holodomor85.com/.

The Ukrainian Weekly

Fifty-five years ago, on September 21, 1963, the site of the 
Taras Shevchenko monument in Washington located at the inter-
section of P Street and 22nd Street N.W., was dedicated. More 
than 2,000 people in attendance were joined by representatives 
of the U.S. government and Congress.

Rep. Alvin M. Bentley, former Congressman from Michigan 
and one of the sponsors of Public Law 86-749, authorizing the erection of the Shevchenko 
monument, addressed the crowds.

Rep. Bentley stated: “In authorizing the erection of this memorial to Taras Shevchenko 
for which we break ground today, Congress was not only paying tribute which was both 
well-deserved and long overdue to a recognized champion of human liberty and free-
dom… Congress took the initiative in one phase of foreign policy by recognizing the inde-
pendent existence of Ukraine as a separate entity, a separate people, a separate state… 
Whether the State Department cares to admit it or not, it is now a historic fact that in 1960 
the United States government recognized the existence of a Ukrainian nation by approving 
this tribute to the greatest of Ukrainian heroes.”

Joseph Lesawyer, supreme president of the Ukrainian National Association, executive vice-
president of the Ukrainian Congress Committee of America and executive director of the 
Shevchenko Memorial Committee, acted as master of ceremonies. Mr. Lesawyer asked the 
participants to rise for the playing of the U.S. and Ukrainian national anthems, performed by 
the U.S. Navy Band under the baton of Lt. Donald W. Stauffer. It was believed to be the first 
time a band of a U.S. government department played the national anthem of Ukraine.

Archbishop Msytyslav of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church in the United States delivered 
the invocation. 

Among the speeches delivered were those by: Dr. Lev. E. Dobriansky, president of the 
UCCA and vice-president of the Shevchenko Memorial Committee; Sutton Jett, director of 
the National Parks Service; Thomas J. Dodd Jr., son of U.S. Sen. Thomas Dodd (Conn.), 
Robert C. Horne, Department of the Interior; Charles A. Horsky, a White House representa-
tive who delivered remarks by President John F. Kennedy; Sen. Paul Yuzyk of Canada; Dr. J. 
Martyniuk of the Ukrainian Canadian Committee (now known as the Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress); and Harry Poworoznyk of the Ukrainian National Federation.

Sept.
21
1963

Turning the pages back...

by Paul Goble

On September 7, the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate announced that it has appoint-
ed as its exarchs an archbishop from the 
United States and a bishop from Canada 
“both of whom are serving the Ukrainian 
Orthodox faithful in their respective coun-
tries under the Ecumenical Patriarchate … 
[as part of] preparations for granting auto-
cephaly to the Orthodox Church in Ukraine 
(facebook.com/ecumenicalpatriarchate/
posts/10156674751109158).

This is the clearest public statement yet 
that Patriarch Bartholemew, in his role as 
the senior and ecumenical patriarch, has 
decided to grant autocephaly and has 
rejected Moscow’s insistence that Ukraine 

is part of the Russian Church’s “canonical 
territory” and thus must be subject to 
Moscow’s “diktat.”

Not surprisingly, the Moscow Patriar chate 
was outraged. Vladimir Legoyda, who heads 
the Russian Orthodox Church’s Synodal 
Department for Relations with Society and 
the Media, said that Constanti nople’s action 
“without the agreement of the patriarch of 
Moscow and all Russia and the blessed met-
ropolitan of Kyiv and All Ukraine is an unprec-
edented crude intervention into the canonical 
territory of the Moscow Patriarchate” (patri-
archia.ru/db/text/5264135.html).

Such actions, Mr. Legoyda said, “cannot 
remain without an answer,” although he did 
not specify just what that “answer” might 
look like.

by Paul Goble

The Russian Orthodox Church continues 
to assert that it will be able to block 
Ukraine’s drive for autocephaly, but three 
developments which surfaced on September 
6 suggest that Moscow Patriarch Kirill 
knows that he and his organization have 
lost and that the Ukrainian Church will 
become autocephalous soon.

First, and most obviously, spokesmen for 
the Russian Church are now attacking the 
ecumenical patriarch in ever sharper tones 
– an indication that talks are effectively 
over and that Moscow has lost. The words 
of Father Sergii Karmyshev of the Rybinsk 
bishopric are typical (ruskline.ru/news_
rl/2018/09/06/izza_figury_patriarha_var-
folomeya_vyglyadyvayut_ushi_vatikana/).

According to the Orthodox publicist, “the 
Constantinople patriarch is a puppet in the 
hands of more serious political forces, in 
the first instance, the Vatican, and in the 
second, the U.S.A.” Thus, the ROC has not 
lost to a churchman with few bishops, 

priests and followers, but to the usual pow-
erful underground anti-Russian forces. 

Second, Patriarch Kirill told a visiting 
delegation of Church leaders from Finland 
that he and his Church are “today free as no 
one has ever been free in the history of the 
Russian Church… completely free from any 
political influence in the country and in an 
equal dialogue with the authorities” 
(politsovet.ru/60163-patriarh-kirill-obyav-
il-sebya-nezavisimym-ot-vlasti.html).

“This is a first for all its history,” the 
patriarch continued, thus making a claim 
that is undercut by an enormous amount of 
evidence including Patriarch Kirill’s own 
statements in the past in support of 
Vladimir Putin but that effectively separates 
the Kremlin leader from the Russian 
Church’s looming defeat in Constantinople. 

And third, in the best traditions of 
Russian institutions suffering defeat, the 
ROC has announced plans for a dramatic 
show of bravado – in this case, redesigning 
the center of Sergiyev Posad, its headquar-
ters, in order to make it a true “Orthodox 
Vatican.” Even more, the Church says that 
“Vladimir Putin has already agreed to this” 
(bbc.com/russian/news-45371422).

While the Kremlin leader has given his 
blessing for the project, those involved say 
that no final decisions will be made until at 
least November and that the entire project 
will only go forward if enough money is 
found. “If there will be funds, we will do 
this; if not, perhaps we will do only one 
street a year over the course of a century,” 
one involved official says.

by Paul Goble

Many in Moscow are reacting hysterical-
ly to Constantinople’s moves to grant auto-
cephaly to the Kyiv Patriarchate, but 
instead of getting angry and making all 
kinds of threats, Russians should be soberly 
assessing the situation and recognizing 
what they can and cannot hope to do, says 
commentator Pavel Tikhomirov.

The assistant to the editor of the Russkaya 
Narodnaya Liniya portal says that the reality 
is that “a large part of the Ukrainians will 
never go to a Moscow Patriarchate church. 
This is bad and offensive to all of us who 

believe in the reality of the realization of the 
ideals of the Russian world, but this is the 
case” (ruskline.ru/news_rl/2018/09/08/
teper_poezd_uzhe_ushyol/).

“For a political Ukrainian – and the num-
ber of such people is constantly growing – 
the Russian world is simply ‘neo-Sovietism’ 
masked by new names,” Mr. Tikhomirov 
says. Many Ukrainians aren’t committed to 
Western liberalism or market ideas, but the 
social state they want would be one very 
different from what existed in Soviet times.

According to the commentator, “we 

Constantinople moves to grant autocephaly
to Ukrainian Church, outraging Moscow

Three signs Russian Patriarch Kirill 
knows he’s lost on Ukrainian autocephaly

Many Ukrainians “will never attend 
Moscow Patriarchate church,” says commentator

(Continued on page 7)

“Light a Candle of Remembrance”

 WINDOW ON EURASIA

Paul Goble is a long-time specialist on 
ethnic and religious questions in Eurasia 
who has served in various capacities in the 
U.S. State Department, the Central 
Intelligence Agency and the International 
Broadcasting Bureau, as well as at the Voice 
of America and Radio Free Europe/Radio 
Liberty and the Carnegie Endowment for 
International Peace. The article above is 
reprinted with permission from his blog 
called “Window on Eurasia” (http://windo-
woneurasia2.blogspot.com/).

(Continued on page 13)
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How do I write about Brazil without it 
sounding like a grade school essay about 
my summer vacation? Well, I can’t because 
that’s where my wife and I traveled to visit 
our daughter in Apucarana in Parana State. 

Brazil always loomed large for me. Just a 
boy in the 1950s, I saw photos of our Uncle 
Genyo (Evhen) clad only in a loin cloth, sur-
rounded by dark-skinned, naked people 
adorned by feathers and carrying spears. 

I’ve since learned more about Genyo. He 
was one of five brothers from Lviv who 
were scattered across four continents in the 
wake of World War II. My father, Alexander, 
and older brother, Yuriy, ended up in North 
America. The youngest, Slavko, was arrested 
by the NKVD and died somewhere in the 
gulag in 1940. The oldest, Henyo, stayed in 
the family apartment in Lviv. 

Genyo, four years younger than my 
father, was an adventurer who once paddled 
the rivers of western Ukraine to the Baltic 
Sea. He was also a linguist, fluent in more 
than 20 languages. That landed him a job 
with the Brazilian Indian Protection Service 
in 1950. His assignment? Paddle for a 
month up an Amazon River tributary, con-
tact an indigenous tribe, help with health 
and development, learn and document their 
language. Over the course of that year 
Genyo wrote lengthy accounts. Yuriy, editor 
of the Ukrainian-language Novyi Svit (New 
World), published them in 1951. 

After his memorable year in the rain for-
est, Genyo settled in Rio de Janeiro, becom-
ing a leading environmentalist and defend-
er of indigenous Brazilians. In the early 
1970s, my brother Peter spent a semester 
abroad in Brazil and met with our uncle – 
his first face-to-face family encounter in a 
quarter century. That spurred Genyo to 
visit his brothers in America. I got to meet 
him and marvel at his prodigious language 
skills. He died of a heart attack in 1980 
while walking hundreds of miles along the 
Atlantic shore – his kind of vacation. 

Fast forward a decade. My wife and I 
were busy being parents to our newly born 
son when the phone rang. The caller identi-
fied himself as Gustavo Tamara. I recog-
nized the surname. Genyo, dodging the 
draft during Soviet occupation in 1944, 
was seized and assigned to a penal battal-
ion, condemned to die marching through 
German mine fields to clear a path for Red 
Army troops who followed. So he deserted. 
Fearing reprisal, upon immigrating to 
Brazil, he changed his name to Roberto 
Tamara. The voice on the phone belonged 
to his son, years younger than me – a first 
cousin I never knew I had. Gustavo tracked 
me down from the letter my father had 
written to Roberto’s boss inquiring about 
his brother, not knowing he had recently 
died. The boss kept the letter and then gave 
it to Gustavo who used it to connect. We 
exchanged letters and photographs and 
indeed, Gustavo looks like a Fedynsky. 
Communication, however, soon ended. We 
were both busy with family and career. 

Fast forward again, to 2018. Our daugh-
ter Olesia, who majored in anthropology 
and languages, won a Fulbright Fellowship 
to teach English at Parana State University. 
This past summer (winter in Brazil), she 
requested Gustavo’s contact information. 
What I had, we found, was no longer cur-
rent. Amazingly and unexpectedly, days 
later I got an e-mail from Gustavo: “It’s a 

long time since we’ve been in touch. 25 
years ago you provided me a lot of informa-
tion about my father and family and I have 
to thank you very much for that. I‘ll never 
forget it.” He’d be visiting the U.S., he wrote, 
and wanted to meet. Ironically, his visit 
would be during the very weeks in August 
my wife and I planned to visit our daughter. 
Well, we gave Olesia Gustavo’s contacts and 
in July she, along with our son Mykhailo and 
nephew Ivan, met with their uncle Gustavo, 
who was a wonderful host.

But about our summer vacation: Chrystia 
and I flew to Sao Paulo, a megalopolis of 30 
million-plus people. Greater Cleveland 
would be lost there amidst hundreds upon 
hundreds of high-rise apartment buildings 
looming in all four directions as far as the 
eye can see. There are fascinating museums, 
terrific restaurants, vibrant street life, music 
and parks. After a few days, we took a sev-
en-hour bus ride to Apucarana to be with 
Olesia. She now speaks fluent Portuguese 
and has many Brazilian friends. Chrystia 
and I were grateful recipients of their 
warmth and hospitality. 

Parana State is the hub for Ukrainian life 
in Brazil. There’s an amiable woman, for 
example, a descendant of 19th century 
immigrants, who runs a varenyky (pierogi) 
stand at a weekly market in Apucarana. 
She doesn’t speak Ukrainian but maintains 
traditions and won’t let our daughter pay. 
The city has three Ukrainian churches. 
Unannounced, we visited two of them and 
were warmly received in both. Father 
Edvard, a recent immigrant from Rivne in 
Volyn, Ukraine, has been serving his 
Orthodox parishioners for the past seven 
years. Father Yosyf at the nearby Catholic 
church is a third-generation Brazilian who 
speaks fluent Ukrainian. He gave us a 
deluxe book about the Kowalski Family 
food company in Apucarana. The book, its 
cover festooned with Brazilian and 
Ukrainian colors, touts the company’s suc-
cess and the family’s century-plus roots to 
western Ukraine. Who knew?

From Apucarana, we went to Curitiba, 
capital of Parana, where we visited the 
impressive Ukrainian park with a wooden 
Hutsul church, folk art exhibits, Holodomor 
monument and giant vinyl pysanka. We 
chatted in Ukrainian/English with two 
young men who staff the “monument” and 
run the gift shop. The next day, wandering at 
a huge municipal market, a woman behind a 
cash register overheard my wife and me 
speaking Ukrainian and, without accent, 
engaged us in dialogue: she’s also a third-
generation Brazilian, her grandfather arriv-
ing after World War II. Ukes are everywhere, 
we found, including Bar Baran, a Ukrainian 
gathering place, packed on the Friday night 
we dined, enjoying the same food you’ll have 
in Lviv, Toronto or Parma, Ohio. 

At the end of August, we flew home to 
Cleveland. Mere hours later, we welcomed 
Gustavo who generously extended his stay 
for nearly a week. Upon departure he 
vowed to learn more about his Ukrainian/
Brazilian roots and instruct his daughter, 
Carolina. What a summer: connecting with 
present, past and, I hope, future in a fasci-
nating part of the world. 

A Ukrainian vacation in Brazil

 PERSPECTIVES
  by Andrew Fedynsky

Andrew Fedynsky’s e-mail address is 
afedynsky@gmail.com.

by Ksenia Hapij

Walking along the Khreshchatyk, the 
major street in Kyiv, one often sees expen-
sive cars and other signs of opulence, since 
Ukraine is, at least in part, a hub for the 
very wealthy. However, the wealthy are in 
the minority. As a matter of fact, a very 
large percentage of Ukraine’s population 
does not share the extravagant lifestyle of 
the select few, but are struggling to make 
ends meet, some barely surviving. It is this 
needy segment of Ukraine’s population that 
the Charitable Program of St. John’s 
Ukrainian Catholic Church in Newark, N.J., 
is trying to help.

Ukraine’s most disadvantaged are found 
both in large cities and small towns alike. 
Some are simple villagers, while others may 
have advanced degrees, yet each of them 
has his or her own story about their fight 
for survival. We know that we cannot allevi-
ate the hardships of each person who may 
need our help, but it is our goal to extend a 
helping hand to as many people as possible. 
We want them to know that they have not 
been forgotten, and that there are people in 
this world who care about them. 

Not every disadvantaged person has the 
same needs, so our program tries to vary the 
assistance we send to Ukraine. In the past 
nine years, we have sent over 450 wheel-
chairs, over 7,000 talking watches for the 
blind, hundreds of large boxes of clothing. 
We have touched invalids, the homeless, 
poverty-stricken families, needy elderly, 
wounded soldiers, orphans, the incarcerated 
and many more. With every gift, no matter 
how large or small, we hope to bring a touch 
of kindness to those who need it the most. 

Last month we completed a successful 
sock drive, which provided over 20,000 
pairs of socks to the needy in Ukraine. In 
search of ideas for a new project, we were 
recently inspired by a story that reached us 
from Vyzhnytsia, a small town in the 
Carpathian Mountains. One of our contacts 
shared a story about an elderly gentleman 
whom she had visited. She entered his mod-
est home just as he was about to cook one 
potato and one onion in water. He called this 
his “soup” and this was to be his meal for the 
day. This account touched our hearts and 
gave rise to a plan to help feed the hungry. 

Our contacts in various cities and villag-
es throughout Ukraine (with whom we 

have worked on many previous undertak-
ings) have agreed to be our “hands and 
feet” in this endeavor. In the near future, 
they will visit wholesale stores to purchase 
food staples such as cooking oil, flour, sugar, 
rice, buckwheat and other basic items. 
They will then pack these items into bags, 
and will deliver them to the needy in time 
for Christmas. 

One might argue that a bag of food, no 
matter how large, will not, in the long run, 
save someone who does not have enough 
to eat. But if we can bring a smile and a bit 
of comfort to those who need it the most, 
we will have succeeded. 

If anyone would like to join us in our mis-
sion to feed the hungry, please mail your 
checks made out to St. John’s Ukrainian 
Catholic Church Charitable Program to 719 
Sanford Ave., Newark, N.J. 07106. All persons 
associated with St. John’s Charitable 
Program, both here in the United States and 
in Ukraine, work strictly on a volunteer basis, 
so the entire sum of all donations received 
will go to feed the hungry in Ukraine. We 
assure you that all of the volunteers with 
whom we work in Ukraine are trustworthy. 
We know them personally and have 
worked with them for a number of years. 

Please help us to bring comfort to many. 

Ksenia Hapij is office administrator at St. 
John’s Ukrainian Catholic Church in Newark 
and the director of its charitable program.

Let’s join together to feed 
the hungry in Ukraine

Ninety-three-year-old Vasyl in Vyzhnytsia, 
a small town in the Carpathian Mountains.

Oksana Voronyuk

Notably present was a large contingent 
of Ukrainian American youth, represented 
by members of the Plast Ukrainian 
Scouting Organization, the Ukrainian 
American Youth Association (both organi-
zations served as honor guards), the 
Ukrainian Youth League of North America, 
the Ukrainian Student Federation (known 
by its Ukrainian acronym SUSTA), the 
Union of Ukrainian Democratic Youth 
(ODUM). Also present were members of 
the Ukrainian American Veterans, who 
were joined by the UAV executive board. 

The official groundbreaking was per-
formed by Mr. Jett, Dr. Dobriansky and Prof. 
Roman Smal-Stocki. The Ukrainian Kobzar 
Chorus under the direction of Antin 
Rudnytsky, led the singing of Shevhcenko’s 
Zapovit (Testament).

The Rev. Theodore Danusiar of Holy 
Family Ukrainian Catholic Church in 

Washington delivered the benediction.
The celebrations continued with a gala 

concert and banquet at the Mayflower 
Hotel, where 1,000 guests enjoyed perfor-
mances by the Ukrainian Kobzar Chorus of 
Philadelphia and pianist Roman Rudnytsky. 

The Shevchenko Freedom Award was 
presented to Reps. Michael A. Feighan 
(D-Ohio) and Thaddeus J. Dulski (D-N.Y.), 
and former Rep. Bentley (R-Mich.), who 
were recognized for their support of the 
Ukrainian American community through 
the captive nations initiative and the 
Shevchenko memorial.

The event was covered by national and 
local press, including The Washington Post, 
The New York Times, The Washington Star, 
The Buffalo Courier-Express, The Cleveland 
Plain Dealer, as well as television and radio 
broadcasts.

Source: “Over 2,000 attend dedication of 
Shevchenko site in Washington, D.C.; 
Representatives of U.S. government and 
Congress take part in official ceremony,” The 
Ukrainian Weekly, September 28, 1963.

(Continued from page 6)

Turning...

 COMMENTARY
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UCCA-NY

On Friday, August 24, a special commemorative liturgy 
was celebrated at St. George Ukrainian Catholic Church in 
Manhattan’s East Village. With the coordinated efforts of the 
United Ukrainian American Organizations of New York, a 
local chapter of the Ukrainian Congress Committee of 
America (UCCA), the service honoring 27 years of Ukraine’s 
renewed independence was attended by Rep. Carolyn 
Maloney (D-N.Y.) as well as local community leaders. 

Following the conclusion of the liturgy by the Rev. 
Emilian Dorosh, OSBM, the cantor for the service, UCCA-NY 
Vice-President Andrij Dobriansky, was invited to address 
the congregation from the podium. To mark 27 years of 
renewed independence, Mr. Dobriansky explained, UCCA-
NY had reached out to elected officials from the City 
Council and all the way up to the State House. He then pro-
ceeded to read statements issued by New York City Mayor 
Bill de Blasio as well as City Councilmember Carlina Rivera, 

which had been translated into the Ukrainian-language by 
UCCA’s National Office. 

In his statement, Mayor de Blasio “commended UCCA’s 
members and supporters for all they do to unite and uplift 
Ukrainian New Yorkers and preserve and promote their rich 
cultural heritage,” while Councilmember Rivera commented 
that the day’s celebrations “should serve as a reminder of 
the perseverance of the Ukrainian people and the close rela-
tionship between our people and our countries.” 

Without translating it in full, Mr. Dobriansky went on to 
point out that Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s state proclamation, a 
copy of which hung in the church vestibule, had been dis-
tributed throughout the communities of New York state, 
and proudly proclaimed August 24 “Ukrainian 
Independence Day in the Empire State.”

The final speaker of the evening was Rep. Maloney, who 
has represented the East Village and its surrounding neigh-
borhoods in Congress since 2012. In addition to listing 

notable advances in U.S.-Ukraine relations over the past 
few years, and highlighting her recent vote in favor of the 
John F. McCain National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA), 
which authorized an additional $250 million in security 
assistance to Ukraine, Rep. Maloney announced that she 
was signing on as a co-sponsor of H. Res. 608, “expressing 
the sense of the House of Representatives that the 85th 
anniversary of the Ukrainian Famine-Genocide of 1932-
1933 (Holodomor) should serve as a reminder of repres-
sive Soviet policies against the people of Ukraine.” 

In closing, the congresswoman thanked the UCCA and 
local organizers, and encouraged the attendees to aid their 
community by registering and turning out to vote in the 
upcoming mid-term elections. She urged those with 
Ukrainian citizenship to make preparations to vote as well, 
since the Ukrainian Consulate located in the congresswom-
an’s district will serve as a polling site in Ukraine’s 2019 
elections.

by Ulana Baluch Mazurkevich 

A commemorative concert to celebrate 
the independence of Ukraine was held 
Friday, August 24, at the Ukrainian 
Educational and Cultural Center in 
Jenkintown, Pa., a suburb of Philadelphia. 
The beautiful, well-attended concert was 
organized by the Ukrainian Community 
Committee comprising 27 organizations 
that is empowered to organize large com-
munity events. 

The concert was opened by the head of 
the committee, Ulana Mazurkevich, who, 
flanked by representatives of Ukrainian 
youth organizations, greeted the attendees 
with the traditional “Slava Ukraini,” or 
“Glory to Ukraine.”

Ms. Mazurkevich called for a moment of 

silence for the thousands who died in pro-
tecting Ukraine’s independence. Following 
the moment of silence, the audience, led by 
Yuliya Stupen, joined in the singing of the 
American national anthem and then the 
Ukrainian national anthem led by the ban-
durists Shabli Kobzariv. The Act of 
Declaration of the Independence of Ukraine 
was read by Roman Dubenko. 

The opening prayer was delivered by 
Auxiliary Bishop John Bura. In a moving 
prayer, the bishop prayed for the thousands 
who had died, the thousands who were left 
injured, and the thousands who are still 
fighting to maintain a democratic, sover-
eign Ukraine. 

After the formal part of the concert, 
Halyna Bodnar and Ms. Stupen on the ban-
dura raised their voices in song performing 
Vasyl Symonenko’s “My Son” set to music 
and Z. Kopchyk’s “My Dear Ukraine.” 

The concert attendees were able to wel-

come two very strong supporters of 
Ukraine, Democratic Congressman Brendan 
Boyle and Republican Congressman Brian 
Fitzpatrick, who both are members of the 
House of Representatives Foreign Affairs 
Committee and the Congressional Ukrainian 
Caucus. Both congressmen delivered very 
strong remarks supportive of Ukraine that 
were greeted with loud applause.

The children’s choir Soloveiky of Our 
Ukrainian Heritage School, under the artis-
tic directorship of Ms. Bodnar and accom-
panied on piano by Luba Shchuyko, delight-
ed the audience. 

The highlight of the concert was the hus-
band and wife piano duo of Dmitri and 
Anna Shelest. Their rendition of Mykola 

Lysenko’s overture to the opera “Taras 
Bulba,” which was arranged for piano for 
four hands by Lev Revutsky, elicited a 
standing ovation. 

The male choir Prometheus, under the 
baton of Roman Kucharsky and accompa-
nied on piano by Irene Zwarych, performed 
to thunderous applause. The audience 
would not let Prometheus leave the stage, 
clapping for more songs, which the choir 
happily delivered. 

The closing prayers were intoned by the 
Rev. Taras Naumenko, pastor of St. Vladimir 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church. After the 
prayer, everyone joined Prometheus in 
singing the prayer “Bozhe Velykyi” and 
“God Bless America.” The Prometheus choir.

At New York City’s observance of Ukrainian Independence Day.

At the Philadelphia area celebration of Ukraine’s Independence Day (from left) are: 
Chrystia Senyk, Ulana Mazurkevich, Rep. Brendan Boyle (R-Pa.), Yuliya Stupen, and 

Nila and Borys Pawluk.

Scott Heppard

Chrystia Senyk

Rep. Carolyn Maloney speaks.

UCCA-NY

  PHILADELPHIA

  NEW YORK
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More than 120 participants join in annual Vyshyvanka Run
by Stefan Slutsky

NEW YORK – On Sunday, August 26, in 
various sections of New York’s Central 
Park, it was nearly impossible to count the 
many smiling runners who were dressed 
not in traditional running gear, but in 
Ukrainian embroidered shirts. Many of the 
bystanders who saw the runners exclaimed 
“Ukraine!”

The run was held to commemorate the 
2 7 t h  a n n iv e r s a r y  o f  U k r a i n e ’ s 
Independence Day (August 24). More than 
120 Ukrainians from New York and the sur-
rounding area – active lifestyle enthusiasts, 
dressed in their embroidered finery – par-
ticipated in a multi-kilometer run through 
the busy park.

Organized by the Ukrainian Running 
Club New York, this year’s “Vyshyvanka 
Run” attracted participants of various age 
groups and various levels of physical condi-
tioning. For the runners it was important to 
demonstrate the Ukrainian spirit. The 
strongest runners had a chance to run a 
four-kilometer course around the 
Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis Reservoir, and 
could choose one of three running groups. 
Runners were responsible for keeping their 
own running times.

Those who disliked working up a sweat 
came to meet new people and to show off 
some amazing examples of Ukrainian 
embroidery, while exploring the unfamiliar 
corners of Central Park during a casual 
walk. These participants enjoyed a detailed 
explanation about of 10 landmark features 
found in the park during their three-kilo-
meter course. It was quite a sight to see 
runners dressed in Ukrainian embroidered 
shirts, carrying Ukrainian flags and tryzubs 
(tridents) as they made their way through 
Central Park in New York – the capital city 
of the world.

Before the race began – walking or run-
ning – participants were led in stretching 
and aerobic warm-up by aerobics instruc-
tor Lada Lysniak, who made the process 
fun and energizing. Before the start of the 
race, runners were given a specially made 
color-coded map to help guide them 
through the labyrinth of pathways and 
roads that criss-cross Central Park.

After the “active” portion of the run, par-
ticipants were invited to sample food selec-
tions provided by the Veselka Restaurant. 
During this time, runners had a chance to 

take photos with 
a c c e s s o r i e s , 
including head 
wreaths (vinok) 
a n d  U k ra i n i a n 
embroidery.

The race was 
made possib le 
through the dona-
tions and support 
o f  s p o n s o r s , 

including Veselka Restaurant, Ukrainian 
Institute of America (which opened its 
doors for participants and the celebra-
tions), Bauer Dental Arts, Alex’s Meat 
Distributors, as well as the coordination of 
20 volunteers (Tetiana Samokysh, Natalia 
Duda, Nastia Shkolniy, Zhenya Holovach, 
Nadia York, Yulia Bebiy, Yulia Klokova, 
Volodymyr Gogilchyniy, Sophia Tarasova, 
Oleksandra Soldatenka, Ms. Lysniak, Yulia 
Dereka, Anna Shpook, Ilona Duda and 
many others) who served in various capaci-
ties – from registering participants, to the 
selling of embroidered running shirts, and 
leading the running and walking groups. 

Many thanks were offered to them, as 
well as the Ukrainian Running Club New 
York, for hosting such a successful event. 
Nearly $1,300 was raised for the Kyiv-
based Skhodynky school for children with 
autism and other mental health issues, 
which is run almost entirely by parents and 
volunteers.

The Ukrainian Independence Day cele-

brations continued with participants shout-
ing “Glory to Ukraine! Glory to the Heroes!” 
and concluded with a group photo. News of 
the event was carried by television stations 
in Ukraine, as well as in print and digital 
media outlets in Ukraine.

Participants departed feeling uplifted, 
with plans for the future: some committed 
themselves to running more often, some to 
get together more often and to increase 
their activity level, and some wanted to 
return to Central Park to explore more of 
the far corners of the park.

The Ukrainian Running Club New York is 
marking the 10th anniversary of its found-
ing. Since that time, the club has grown in 
numbers and active members who are 
striving to improve their athleticism – both 
individually and as a club in general. The 
club invites anyone interested to join, and 
readers can find more information on the 
club’s Facebook page: www.facebook.com/
ukrainianrunningclub.

Translated by Matthew Dubas

Vyshyvanka Run participants in front of Ukrainian Institute of America.
URC NY

Most of the walkers confessed the majority of points of interests 
of the walking course were unknown to them until the event. Some of the runners in Central Park.

Stefan Slutsky
URC NY
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“Andy Warhol: Endangered Species” to open at The Ukrainian Museum
The Ukrainian Museum

NEW YORK – The Ukrainian Museum will open the 
exhibition “Andy Warhol: Endangered Species” to the pub-
lic on Sunday, October 7. Commemorating the 90th anni-
versary of the birth of Andy Warhol (1928-1987), this is 
the first Warhol exhibition ever organized by a Ukrainian 
American organization. 

“Endangered Species” is on loan from the National 
Museum of Wildlife Art in Jackson, Wyo. The exhibition at 
The Ukrainian Museum is co-curated by Alexander Motyl, 
professor of political science at Rutgers University – 
Newark, N.J.; Jaroslaw Leshko, professor emeritus of art at 
Smith College in Northampton, Mass.; and Adam Harris, 
Ph.D., Joffa Kerr Chief Curator of Art at the National 
Museum of Wildlife Art. James Warhola, an artist, writer 
and book illustrator, and nephew of Andy Warhol, is a spe-
cial contributor to the displays in the exhibition. 

“Andy Warhol: Endangered Species” will be on view 
through February 17, 2019.

The exhibition includes the 10 silkscreens in the “Andy 
Warhol: Endangered Species” series from 1983 – “Bighorn 
Ram,” “Black Rhinoceros,” “Grevy’s Zebra,” “Orangutan,” 
“San Francisco Silverspot,” “African Elephant,” “Bald Eagle,” 
“Siberian Tiger,” “Pine Barrens Tree Frog” and “Giant Panda 
– as well as the silkscreen “Sea Turtle” (1985). An impor-
tant component of the show at The Ukrainian Museum will 
be a section dedicated to Warhol’s early years growing up 
in Pittsburgh. 

At the vanguard of the Pop Art movement, Warhol is rec-
ognized as one of its greatest architects. But the influences 
from his youth, when he was immersed in the culture of his 
Carpatho-Rusyn origins, impacted his evolution into a 
world-renowned artist. This exhibition not only features the 
still relevant “Endangered Species” series, but also looks at 
the artist’s heritage and other inspirations from his early 
years that spurred him along the path toward becoming 
one of the most influential American artists. 

“Andy Warhol has been studied as an artist, designer, 
writer, filmmaker, publisher and even as a philosopher,” 
writes Prof. Motyl. “He’s been called a genius, an idiot 
savant, a provocateur and a fraud. His admirers emphasize 
that he revolutionized art with his Brillo Boxes, silkscreens, 
flat surfaces and bold use of color. His detractors claim that 
he cheapened art by commercializing it. But the trend-set-
ting New York avant-garde artist was also, above all, a shy 
boy of Slavic peasant stock who was born and raised in a 
deeply religious and cloistered Eastern European commu-
nity in Pittsburgh.”

The silkscreen series in this exhibition, which calls 
attention to the plight of species that were all in danger of 
extinction in 1983, was the product of a proposal to 
Warhol by art dealers Ronald and Frayda Feldman. As he 
did with all his prolific and varied artistic pursuits, Warhol 
poured his energy and creativity into the “Endangered 
Species” silkscreens, producing an extraordinary group of 
works. Painting them in his characteristically vibrant col-
ors, he brought his “portraits” of endangered animals to 
the status of his popular portraits of famous personalities. 

As Adam Harris states, “Andy Warhol’s images of soup 
cans and celebrities are familiar to most of us, but fewer 
people realize that he also created a stellar portfolio depict-
ing endangered animals, raising awareness about wildlife 
in need of human protection in order to survive.” Warhol 

donated 100 of these prints to various conservation orga-
nizations for fundraising purposes.

“Warhol’s career will always be defined by his seminal 
contribution to the avant-garde, as his vision guided and 
nurtured a generation of artists,” says Jaroslaw Leshko. 
“Among his vast repertory of topics was a keen interest in 
animals. Thus, his response to the ‘Endangered Species’ 
project was instant and generous. It represents his most 
sustainable exploration of the animal theme. The title of 
the series defines its mission: to acknowledge and cele-
brate the viability and variety of animal life, and to explore 
and expose the vulnerability, indeed, frailty of its existence.”

“Andy Warhol: Endangered Species” was made possible 
by a major gift from the Self Reliance New York Federal 
Credit Union, and with the support of numerous individual 

sponsors.
Several events will be held in conjunction with “Andy 

Warhol: Endangered Species.” The first of these being a gal-
lery talk on Saturday, October 27, by Prof. Motyl, a guest co-
curator of the exhibit and author of the novel “Who Killed 
Andrei Warhol: The American Diary of a Soviet Journalist 
by Oleksandr Ivanov,” who will be joined by Mr. Warhola, 
author and illustrator of the children’s book “Uncle Andy’s: 
A Faabbbulous Visit with Andy Warhol.”

Ticket information will be available online at www.
ukrainianmuseum.org.

The Ukrainian Museum is located at 222 E. Sixth St. 
(between Second Avenue and the Bowery), New York, NY 
10003; telephone, 212-228-0110; e-mail, info@ukrainian-
museum.org; website, www.ukrainianmuseum.org.

Beginning with first row, from left: “Bighorn Ram,” 1983, “Black Rhinoceros,” 1983, “Grevy’s Zebra,” 1983,  
“Orangutan,” 1983, “San Francisco Silverspot,” 1983, “African Elephant,” 1983, “Bald Eagle,” 1983 – all on loan 
from the National Museum of Wildlife Art, Wyoming. Gift of the 2006 Collectors Circle, an anonymous donor and 
the Art Acquisitions Fund. ©2018 The Andy Warhol Foundation for the Visual Arts, Inc./Licensed by Artists Rights 

Society (ARS), New York. Courtesy of Ronald Feldman Gallery, New York.
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Mother Nature cooperates at USCAK’s 63rd National Tennis Championships
by Petrusia Sawchak

KERHONKSON, N.Y. – In the men’s division, Oleksandr 
Zavorotnyi, originally from Dnipropetrovsk (today known 
as Dnipro), Ukraine, and onetime captain of the Ukrainian 
National Team and coach, and Maryna Zhytska, a newcom-
er from Odesa, Ukraine, emerged as victors, respectively, in 
the men’s and women’s divisions of this year’s USCAK 
National Tennis Championships at Soyuzivka Ukrainian 
Heritage Center. The tournament was held during the 
beautiful Labor Day weekend on September 1-3.

This was only their second time at Soyuzivka, having 
been encouraged to participate by Yuri Kolb, USPTR 
[United States Professional Tennis Registry], a former 
national tennis coach of Ukraine. Absent from this year’s 
competition was last year’s co-champion Adrian 
Charchalis, who began college at Franklin and Marshall 
before Labor Day, and Marko Krasij, a former champion 
from Texas.

Since 1956, USCAK (the Ukrainian-based acronym for 
the Ukrainian Sports Federation of the U.S.A. and Canada) 
has been conducting this tournament at Soyuzivka. 

It is sponsored by the Ukrainian National Association 
(UNA), a fraternal organization that has been serving the 
Ukrainian American community unyieldingly for nearly 
125 years with life insurance, endowments and annuities, 
and also funds the trophies for the tournament. 

Another sponsor, John Hynansky, the owner of Winner 
Automotive Group (DE) and Winner-Ukraine, with many 
companies in the U.S. and Ukraine, provides generous 
monetary stipends to the men’s, women’s, and junior 
groups. These stipends are what help attract talented play-
ers to the tournament. (Mr. Hynansky was inducted into 
the Ukrainian Sports Hall of Fame at Tryzubivka in 
Horsham, Pa., on September 15 for his many contributions 
in promoting Ukrainian sports.) 

Also a proud supporter of the tournament is Soyuzivka 
Ukrainian Heritage Center, which provides the tennis 
courts and other amenities. Special thanks were expressed 
to Soyuzivka Manager Nestor Paslawsky and Assistant 
Manager Stefko Drabyk.

The opening ceremonies for both the swimming and 
tennis championships were held on Saturday, September 1, 
on the deck of the swimming pool. USCAK President Myron 
Bytz welcomed all the tennis players, swimmers and 

guests to this special event. He congratulated Ivan Durbak 
for being chosen for induction into the Ukrainian Sports 
Hall of Fame for his many achievements and contributions 
to tennis. (Mr. Bytz also is being inducted into the 
Ukrainian Sports Hall of Fame.) 

After the American, Ukrainian and Canadian anthems 
were played, Mr. Bytz introduced Yurko Sawchak, USCAK 
tennis director; Taisa Bokalo, director of the swimming 
championships; and Roma Lisovich, UNA chief financial 
officer/treasurer, who wished everyone the best, thanked 
them for participation, and officially opened the champion-
ships. (Mr. Sawchak was inducted two years ago into the 
Ukrainian Sports Hall of Fame when it was located at the 
Ukrainian American Cultural Center of New Jersey in 
Whippany.)

In the finals of the men’s group, Zavorotnyi defeated 
Mykola Stroynick, the three-time champion who competed 
against Marko Krasij many times, to become the winner of 
the group. In the semifinals Zavorotnyi defeated young 
Kase Schinnerer; and Stroynick overcame Nick Nalywayko, 
a veteran player. In the feed-in of the group, Steve Sosiak 
bested Paul DeVassal.

In the women’s group Zhytska, beat Lesia Bilak 
Schinnerer, originally from Uzhhorod, Ukraine, now a resi-
dent of Pennsylvania. She was an USCAK winner many 
times and is now the mother of two sons, who also compet-
ed in the tournament. The women’s group was played in a 
round-robin format with Svetlana Goletz taking third place.

In the boys ’group, the two Schinnerer brothers, Kase 
and Erik, played each other with the older brother Kase 
taking first place.

In the girls’ group, Diana Kozenyatko took first place 
over Daria Gural. In the semifinals Diana defeated Natalka 
Voloshchak, and Daria overcame her sister Ivanna, who 
took third place. 

Unfortunately, fewer juniors and college students played 
in the tournament due to the fact that schools begin classes 
earlier and many players compete on school teams.

The last groups of players – men age 45 and over, 55 and 

over and 65 and over, and seniors – are those who come 
year after year, never complain and play their best. Some of 
them compete in more than one group because they like 
the competition, which can be very challenging at times.

In the M45’s, Nalywayko beat Sosiak in a highly compet-
itive match by winning a tiebreak in lieu of a third set. It 
was a great competition!

In the finals of the M55’s, Yaroslav Sydorak prevailed 
over George Walchuk, who retired due to a recurring ham-
string injury after splitting the first two sets. In the semis 
Sydorak overcame Bohdan (Bo) Kucyna, and Walchuk beat 
George Petrykevych in three sets.

In the M65’s finals, Durbak beat George Petrykevych. In 
the semis, Durbak won over Walchuk, who retired, and 
Petrykevych overcame Sydorak in a highly competitive 
match with Petrykevych winning in a very close 10-point 
tiebreak.

In the senior feed-in, Walter Dziwak bested Orest 
Wasyluk in a close match, with Dziwak winning in a tie-
break. The Tennis Committee had decided in advance that 
senior players had the option of playing three sets or a 
match tiebreak. The practice of match tiebreak is common 
for seniors in many tournaments.

The closing ceremonies began on Saturday afternoon 
and concluded on Sunday after all senior matches were fin-
ished.

This year’s Mary Dushnyck Sportsmanship Trophy was 
awarded to Peter Goletz, a long-time participant for more 
than 30 years, as determined by the USCAK Tennis 
Committee. Mrs. Dushnyck was an avid tennis player who 
won in the early years, 1956, 1957 and 1958, and contin-
ued to participate until she could no longer do so. She was 
also the past supreme vice-presidentess of the UNA for 
many years.

Presenting the trophies and stipends to the winners and 
finalists were Mr. Sawchak, USCAK tennis director; Mr. 
Durbak, USCAK Tennis Committee member; and Roma 
Lisovich, UNA CFO/treasurer. Mr. Sawchak gave closing 
remarks, and Ms. Lisovich officially ended the tournament.

In the men’s group, champion Oleksandr Zavorotnyi (third from left) with (from 
left): Nick Nalywayko and Kase Schinnerer, semi-finalists); Mykola Stroynick, final-
ist; Ivan Durbak, USCAK Tennis Committee member; Roma Lisovich, UNA CFO/

treasurer; and Yurko Sawchak, USCAK tennis director.

Women’s champion Maryna Zhytska (third from left) with (from left): Ivan Durbak, 
Svetlana Goletz (who placed third in the round-robin format), Yurko Sawchak, Roma 

Lisovich and Lesia Bilak Schinnerer (second-place winner).

Petrusia Sawchak

Some of the participants of the 63rd USCAK Tennis Championships at Soyuzivka.

Holding the Mary Dushnyck Sportsmanship Trophy is 
Peter Goletz. Congratulating him (from left) are Yurko 

Sawchak, Roma Lisovich and Ivan Durbak.
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Russian patriots feel shy about speaking on 
this subject. We somehow conflate the 
Russian world with the USSR, and now we 
are receiving the fruits of this conflation. 
Everything here is completely logical.” The 
Moscow Patriarchate had a chance to escape 
from this situation, but it didn’t take it. 

“A quarter of a century ago,” Mr. 
Tikhomirov says, “Russian Orthodoxy could 
have been viewed as the bearer of the idea 

of pre-revolutionary Russia. This didn’t 
please everyone, but this was an alternative 
both for Ukrainian nationalists and com-
munists. But now Russian Orthodoxy is 
viewed entirely differently.”

For many Ukrainians now, the commen-
tator’s contacts among the Orthodox in 
Ukraine say, “the Russian Orthodox Church 
Moscow Patriarchate is a purely ‘KGB’ 
structure.” Mr. Tikhomirov says they should 
recognize that Kyiv has used church struc-
tures too, but regardless of that fact, “now 
the situation has changed” in Ukraine 
against the Russian Orthodox Church.

“And so, very many of our straying ex-
brothers will never come to our churches,” 
the commentator continues. It is impossible 
to heal the split – [at least] with our forces.”

In this situation, Mr. Tikhomirov says, the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate has begun to create 
a structure “in which various Ukrainian splits 
will join …a kind of analogue to the Estonian 
Apostolic Orthodox Church that will exist in 
parallel to the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of 
the Moscow Patriarchate.”

Earlier, Moscow could have sent its own 
exarchs to Ukraine and won over many 
Ukrainians but certainly not the majority. 
But the Russian Church and government 
weren’t willing to get only part of a loaf; 
they wanted it all, Mr. Tikhomirov says. And 
now they are left with a situation in which 
they will not get much at all. 

In Ukraine, “the train has already left” the 
station, and Moscow has been left behind.

In response, Russians should consider 
the situation in a sober fashion. On the one 
hand, Russian Orthodox can only be glad 
that some Ukrainian faithful will go to 
church and gain access to the mysteries, 
even if it is not a Russian church.

And on the other hand, Mr. Tikhomirov 
concludes, “the time has come for our broth-
ers from the Ukrainian Orthodox Church – 
Moscow Patriarchate to draw conclusions 
and make a choice.” They also should 
approach this with sobriety rather than in an 
emotional and alarmist way, he adds.

(Continued from page 6)
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chief of the Defense Ministry’s missile and 
artillery department. In Ukraine, National 
Security and Defense Council Secretary 
Oleksandr Turchynov said Russia’s “state-
ment alleging that the missile that downed 
MH 17 had a Ukrainian footprint was yet 
another awkward fake [issued] by the 
Kremlin in order to conceal its crime, which 
has been proven by both the official investi-
gation and by independent expert groups.” 
The JIT commented that it had “always care-
fully analyzed” information provided by 
Russia, and in doing so “has found that infor-
mation from the Russian Ministry of Defense 
previously presented to the public and pro-
vided to the JIT was factually inaccurate on 
several points.” Bellingcat’s Higgins echoed 
that statement, telling RFE/RL’s Russian 
Service that “the Russian Ministry of Defense 
has a long and well-established track record 
of lying and faking evidence.” The new 
Russian assertions follow several other 
attempts by Russia to lay blame for the 
downing of MH 17 on Ukraine, including ini-
tial suggestions – now discredited – that the 
jet was shot down by a Ukrainian warplane. 
(RFE/RL’s Russia Service, Current Time TV, 
with reporting by Meduza, AP, and Interfax)

Volker: More lethal weaponry possible 

The United States is considering sending 
more lethal weaponry to Kyiv to build up its 
naval and air defenses, Washington’s special 
envoy for Ukraine said, as concerns mount 
that Russia may be stepping up operations 
in coastal waters. In an interview with RFE/
RL on September 13, Kurt Volker blamed 
Russia for fueling the conflict. He also said 
that Washington and Moscow still have seri-
ous differences over a possible United 
Nations peacekeeping force that could be 
deployed to help bring an end to the fighting 
in the eastern Donetsk and Luhansk 
regions. Ambassador Volker said he thought 
that Russian President Vladimir Putin was 
unwilling to negotiate much of anything 
related to the conflict at least until after 
Ukraine’s presidential elections next March, 

or with “[Ukrainian President Petro] 
Poroshenko still in power.” Mr. Volker said 
he has made several overtures to his 
Russian counterpart, Vladislav Surkov, since 
their last meeting in Dubai in January, but he 
has received no response. In January, Mr. 
Surkov showed interest in the idea of a 
phased deployment of peacekeepers, Mr. 
Volker said. Since then, however, the 
Russians “have backed away and have some 
objections.” Another meeting is possible, he 
said, but “right now, there is nothing sched-
uled.” In recent months, Russia has stepped 
up naval operations in the shared Sea of 
Azov, where, Mr. Volker said, “Ukrainians 
have virtually no naval capability or limited 
capability, so [the Russians] feel they can 
assert dominance there.” Ukraine’s lack of 
robust naval and air-defense capabilities is a 
weakness the special  envoy said 
Washington looks set on addressing. “I think 
that’s going to be the focus as we develop 
the next steps in our defense cooperation,” 
he added. Washington has provided hun-
dreds of millions of dollars in military equip-
ment and training to the Ukrainian armed 
forces, and sanctions imposed for the annex-
ation and for fueling the conflict remain in 
place. More notably, the administration of 
President Donald Trump earlier this year 
sent Ukraine 210 advanced antitank mis-
siles known as Javelins, a move President 
Barack Obama had resisted for fear of antag-
onizing Moscow. Asked about Mr. Trump’s 
commitment to Ukraine, Mr. Volker said that 
everything the United States has done for 
Kyiv “has been done with the president’s 
approval, so there’s no policy gap.” He noted, 
“The way I read what the president is doing, 
[he] is trying to keep a door open for Putin 
to be able to climb down, negotiate some 
kind of agreement, see if we can reduce the 
risk of conflict, see if we can actually create 
peace in Ukraine.” He added, “At the same 
time, the policy has been to continue to layer 
on additional steps of pushback on Russia 
and support for Ukraine as a way to induce 
Russia to negotiate,” he said. (Christopher 
Miller of RFE/RL)

Poroshenko: Ukraine needs IMF help

Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko 

says his country needs help from the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) and 
external borrowing due to its large debt 
burden. “We could manage without exter-
nal borrowing if we did not have to repay 
old debts,” Mr. Poroshenko said in a speech 
at the Yalta European Strategy (YES) con-
ference in Kyiv on September 14. His com-
ments came as the president’s parliamen-
tary representative Iryna Lutsenko said 
Ukraine had started talks with the IMF on a 
new standby agreement that would replace 
the current $17.5 billion assistance pro-
gram. “This means that the IMF appreciat-
ed the reforms, the pace, the results of the 
reforms that we made within the frame-
work of that program and are ready to pro-
vide us with another program,” she said on 
the sidelines of the YES meeting in Kyiv. In 
his address to the conference, Mr. 
Poroshenko reiterated that Ukraine seeks 
membership in both NATO and the EU. 
“Ukraine’s entry into the EU and NATO will 
put an end to its ‘colonial status’,” he said. 
The president also said the EU is “incom-
plete” without Ukraine. “Why is that? 
Because our northeastern border, instead 
of the Urals, is the frontier of modern 
European civilization,” Mr. Poroshenko said 
at the conference, in comments quoted by 
the Interfax news agency. (RFE/RL, based 
on reporting by Reuters and Interfax)

EU prolongs sanctions against Russia

The European Union has extended by 
another six months visa bans and asset 
freeze against 155 Russian and Ukrainian 
individuals, as well as 44 companies, for 
undermining or threatening the indepen-
dence of Ukraine. “An assessment of the sit-
uation did not justify a change in the sanc-
tions regime,” The EU council said in a state-
ment issued on September 13. The list of 

sanctioned individuals includes the Donetsk 
separatist leader Aleksandr Zakharchenko 
who was killed in an explosion in the east-
ern city on August 31. It also includes a 
deceased member of the Russian Duma, 
Iosif Kobzon. EU sources told RFE/RL that 
both were likely to be de-listed at a later 
stage but that the bloc wanted to ensure 
that their potential assets held in the EU 
aren’t passed over to someone else when 
they are removed from the list. The sanc-
tions were first imposed in March 2014 
over Russia’s actions in eastern Ukraine and 
its seizure and illegal annexation of 
Ukraine’s Crimea peninsula. They have been 
renewed every six months since then. They 
have been now extended until March 15. 
(RFE/RL, with reporting by Reuters)

EU court upholds Russia sanctions

The European Union’s General Court has 
upheld the bloc’s sanctions regime against 
Russian bank and energy companies over 
Russia’s involvement in the crisis in Ukraine. 
“The General Court of the EU upholds 
restrictive measures adopted by the Council 
against a number of Russian banks and oil 
and gas companies in connection with the 
crisis in Ukraine,” the court said in 
September 13 statement. Energy giants 
Rosneft and Gazprom Neft, as well as the 
banks DenizBank, PSC Prominvestbank, 
Sberbank, and Vnesheconombank had 
sought to annul the sanctions imposed on 
them by the EU in 2014 as a response to 
Russia’s illegal annexation of Crimea and its 
support for separatists fighting in eastern 
Ukraine, where the conflict has killed more 
than 10,300 people in the last four years. 
The EU sanctions restrict the access of the 
Russian banks and gas companies to some 

(Continued on page 15)
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On average, one Ukrainian soldier “is 
killed defending his country every three 
days,” he added. 

He called for a “big spotlight” to shine on 
the humanitarian catastrophe that has 
emerged as a result and that “our publics, 
our government and all of our media” 
should not “just fall asleep.”

The failed Minsk peace process is 
“stuck,” he said. The way forward is to have 
a U.N.-mandated peacekeeping mission to 
“replace the Russian forces and create gen-
uine security in the area.”

However, America hasn’t seen much “evi-
dence” that Russia is prepared to allow peace-
keepers in the Donbas, Mr. Volker stated. 

Fundamentally, he noted, Russia contin-
ues to claim a right to determine the affairs 
of its neighbors. 

“We in the West believe the opposite,” 
the U.S. diplomat said. “This difference in 
mentality is fundamentally the issue. The 
solution is that we need Russia to accept 
that it will live within its borders as a 
peaceful neighbor alongside Ukraine, 
Georgia, Moldova and others.”

The moderator, Mr. Ischinger, observed 
that Russia will continue along its current 
course in the Donbas because it is not pay-
ing a high enough price. 

“It seems to be relatively low-cost for 
Russia to simply… keep the conflict burning 
at this stage because they definitely don’t 
care for the people who live there or those 
who’ve been internally displaced,” concurred 
Mr. Gahler of the European Parliament. 

He suggested that the EU show that this 
“approach is nothing that serves them.” 
Instead, Russia should be shown the bene-
fits of improving relations with the West 
via cooperation in technology, innovation 
and trade. 

“Prior to this aggression, we had an 
ambitious agenda with Russia. We had 
talks to have free trade from Lisbon to 

Vladivostok,” Mr. Gahler continued. 
At present, it’s paramount that the EU 

stay united in its support to Ukraine and 
keep Russian sanctions in place amid ongo-
ing Kremlin aggression, he added. 

Minister Klimkin said there was no room 
for compromise with Moscow because it 
was a matter of Ukraine’s existence as a 
state. 

His approach veered the discussion to a 
zero-sum paradigm in which Russia’s aim is 
to “weaken and fragment Ukraine.” The war 
isn’t about the Donbas, the foreign affairs 
minister said, or about soft power like cre-
ating a “pro-Russian reality.”

He continued: “Unfortunately, the 
Kremlin is too smart for that. The Kremlin’s 
strategy… is basically to constantly raise the 
stakes, increase this pressure. And the 
Western strategy, in many cases, was basically 
to lower the stakes. Whether this asymmetric 
approach is good, I have strong doubts.”

Mr. Klimkin demonstrably placed his 
microphone down on the table beside him 
when he concluded: “To be or not to be is 
not a point of compromise.”

Absent a domestic economic reform pol-
icy, Russia has “an imperial foreign policy,” 
said Mr. Haass of the Council on Foreign 
Relations. 

Thus, the West must raise the cost of this 
belligerent approach using three tools, he 
said. One is to further sanctions, increase 
public diplomacy inside Russia and provide 
Ukraine with more arms, Mr. Hass. 

Specifically, the West should “in detail” 
show Russians how many of their soldiers 
are dying in Ukraine and Syria and provide 
financial figures to disclose how much 
money is being spent on its foreign policy. 

He added that Congress is mulling legis-
lation to help Europe become less depen-
dent on Russian gas as part of a long-term 
policy to reduce Moscow’s sway in the EU. 

As for arming Ukraine, Mr. Haass said 
that “we’re not talking about NATO entry… 
Ukraine doesn’t come close to satisfying the 
conditions – the real issue for now is to 
enhance capabilities.”

(Continued from page 1)
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financial transactions and certain sensitive 
goods and technologies, as well as to capital 
markets in the EU, and prohibit the provi-
sion of services required for certain oil 
transactions. The court said that the “stated 
objective of the contested acts is to increase 
the costs of Russia’s actions to undermine 
Ukraine’s territorial integrity, sovereignty, 
and independence, and to promote a peace-
ful settlement of the crisis,” and that “this 
objective is consistent with the objective of 
maintaining peace and international securi-
ty.” (RFE/RL, with reporting by Reuters)

Merkel: No sanctions relief without progress 

German Chancellor Angela Merkel says 
European Union sanctions on Moscow will 
remain in place until a sustainable ceasefire 
is achieved in Ukraine under the so-called 
Minsk accords. “Before the Minsk agree-
ment has been implemented or progress 
has been made in that regard, we will not 
consider lifting sanctions on Russia,” Ms. 
Merkel told reporters on September 14 in 
the Lithuanian capital, Vilnius. “Restoring 
peace and territorial integrity of Ukraine 
remains our goal,” she said. Germany and 
France helped broker ceasefire deals as 
part of the Minsk accords – September 
2014 and February 2015 pacts aimed at 
resolving the conflict – but they have failed 
to hold. During her trip to Lithuania, 
Chancellor Merkel also visited German 
troops deployed to the Baltic country as 
part of NATO’s force stationed in the region 
to reassure allies in the face of a more 
aggressive Russian foreign policy. “We are 
proud that you are here,” she said during a 
speech at the barracks in Rukla. Germany 
has some 450 soldiers in Lithuania. Russia 
has complained that the NATO presence on 
its borders is a provocation. (RFE/RL, 
based on reporting by AP, AFP and DPA)

Sanctions possible over Nord Stream 2 

Washington may follow through on 
threats to impose sanctions over the con-
struction of an underwater natural-gas 
pipeline between Russia and Germany, U.S. 
Energy Secretary Rick Perry has said. 
Speaking on September 13 alongside 

Russian Energy Minister Aleksandr Novak 
in Moscow, Mr. Perry also called on Russia 
to be a “responsible supplier” and to stop 
using its resources for “influence and dis-
ruption.” The Nord Stream 2 project aims to 
double the capacity of an already existing 
pipeline to 110 billion cubic meters per 
year – more than one-quarter of the 
European Union’s gas consumption. The 
1,230-kilometer link would deliver natural 
gas directly to Germany under the Baltic 
Sea, circumventing the traditional route 
through Ukraine. Asked during a joint news 
conference with his Russian counterpart 
whether the United States might impose 
punitive measures against Nord Stream 2 
and other projects, the energy secretary 
said, “Yes.” He added, “Minister Novak and I 
both agree that getting to that point of 
sanctions is not where we want to go.” Mr. 
Perry declined to specify what level of 
progress on Nord Stream 2 could trigger 
sanctions. The United States, Poland, the 
Baltic states, and several other EU coun-
tries have expressed concern about the 
project, which would avoid existing gas 
pipelines through Ukraine and increase 
Europe’s energy dependence on Russia. 
U.S. President Donald Trump last year 
signed a law giving him the right to sanc-
tion companies involved in Nord Stream 2, 
which is led by Russian gas giant Gazprom, 
along with other European investors. The 
Kremlin said the move was economically 
motivated and an attempt to promote U.S. 
liquefied natural gas in Europe. In Moscow, 
Perry said the gas link will “create a new 
choke point at a shallow depth vulnerable 
to disruption.” The United States supports 
“the desire of Europeans to minimize their 
dependence on a single energy supplier” 
and supports increased competition, he 
added. Mr. Novak said Moscow shared the 
view that “energy cannot be a tool to exer-
cise pressure” and that consumers “should 
be able to choose the suppliers.” (RFE/RL, 
with reporting by AP and Bloomberg)

ECHR ruling on journalist’s cellphone data

The European Court of Human Rights 
(ECHR) has ordered the Ukrainian govern-
ment not to access any data from the cell 
phone of RFE/RL investigative reporter 
Natalia Sedletska. The September 18 order 
is in effect until October 18 to give Ms. 
Sedletska time to prepare a full complaint 

to the court. The ECHR pledged to consider 
her appeal “as a matter of priority.” On 
August 27, Kyiv’s Pechersk district court 
approved a request from the Prosecutor 
General’s Office to allow investigators to 
review all data from Ms. Sedletska’s phone 
from July 1, 2016 through November 30, 
2017. The ruling stems from a criminal 
investigation into the alleged disclosure of 
state secrets to journalists in 2017 by 
Artem Sytnyk, director of the National Anti-
Corruption Bureau of Ukraine. Radio Free 
Europe/Radio Liberty spokeswoman 
Joanna Levison said earlier this month that 
the court’s ruling is “inconsistent with 
Ukraine’s own commitments to promote 

and protect a free press.” Ms. Sedletska is 
the host of “Schemes,” an award-winning 
anti-corruption television program by 
RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service and Ukrainian 
Public Television. The program reported on 
several investigations involving senior 
Ukrainian officials, including Prosecutor 
General Yuriy Lutsenko, during the period 
in question. The United States, the 
European Union, and international media 
watchdogs have expressed concern over 
the Ukrainian court ruling. The U.S. 
Embassy in Ukraine posted on Twitter on 
September 5 that it could have “a chilling 
effect on press freedom and anti-corrup-
tion efforts in Ukraine.” (RFE/RL)

(Continued from page 14)
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Ms. Pressey was a devoted member, board member, 
advocate and benefactor of our organization. Her 
contributions and input into the work and success of the 
Ukrainian Institute have been invaluable. The footprints 
that she leaves behind will have a lasting unforgettable 
e� ect.

Our heartfelt condolences go out to her family and 
friends and the many Members of the Ukrainian Institute 
and the Ukrainian community, whose lives she touched.

May she rest in Eternal Peace.

Vichnaya Pamyat!

The Board of Directors 
of the 

Ukrainian Institute of America 
regrets to announce that our longtime 

Member and Board Member

Ms. Mary E. Pressey
passed into eternal rest on September 10, 2018.

contender told BBC HARDtalk presenter 
Stephen Sackur during a discussion about 
the nation’s future on September 15. 

The civic activist and lead vocalist of the 
rock band Okean Elzy compared the crop of 
current presidential candidates and 
Ukraine’s political class to a steakhouse 
where vegetarians have few eating options 
if they don’t “want to violate his principles.”

That led to Mr. Sackur’s first question on 
whether the singer is “ready to eat meat.”

The Lviv native replied: “I’m not ready to 
violate my principles.”

Mr. Vakarchuk currently is the fourth 
favored presidential candidate with 6.5 
percent of support, according to the latest 
public opinion survey conducted jointly by 
SOCIS, the Kyiv International Institute of 
Sociology and the Razumkov Center on 
August 30-September 9. 

The nationwide poll surveyed 10,000 
respondents instead of the usual 2,000-per-
son sample size. 

Ex-Prime Minister and current National 
Deputy Yulia Tymoshenko maintains a slim 
lead with 11 percent, followed by incum-
bent President Petro Poroshenko (7.1 per-
cent) and comedian Volodymyr Zelensky 
(6.7 percent).

Former Defense Minister Anatoliy 
Hrytsenko is a step behind the rock singer 
with 6.3 percent, followed by pro-Russian 

Opposition Bloc leader Yuriy Boiko (6 per-
cent). 

Mr. Vakarchuk is no stranger to politics, 
having served one year in Parliament after 
the Orange Revolution before renouncing 
his seat due to a corrupt political climate in 
2008. He spent much time during that pop-
ular uprising and the 2014 Revolution of 
Dignity on stage to keep the freezing pro-
testers entertained and inspired by his 

uplifting speeches. 
At the YES conference, the singer said 

“stealing” is the main word association he 
has with politicians who’ve run the country 
for the past 27 years. 

He lauded calls at the conference for 
Ukraine to join the European Union and 
NATO, but criticized the lack of substance 
“among politicians” who don’t implement 
the main criterion for acceptance: estab-

lishing the rule of law. 
“Who can say here that we’re really 

heading in that direction?” he asked. “Why 
don’t this government or the previous ones 
want to institutionalize the rule of law?”

Mr. Vakarchuk also noted an incomplete 
precondition – that of reforming the courts, 
an institution that has one of the lowest lev-
els of public trust in Ukrainian society. 

He alluded to a non-profit organization – 
Center for Economic Strategy – that he co-
founded and its projects consisting of “people 
who stand behind me.” He said all of them 
“combined have courage, power and force, 
which is unstoppable… and we won’t stop.”

Although the civic activist said he is 
“ready to change my country,” he didn’t say 
whether in politics or at the public advoca-
cy level. 

Saying he doesn’t “trust” the political 
class, Mr. Vakarchuk added that “they’ve 
done nothing, tell us the same thing over 
and over again, then sit inside their 
Mercedes’ and go back to their villas.”

Still, Mr. Vakarchuk wouldn’t clarify 
whether he’ll run for president, when 
pressed repeatedly by the interviewer. 

Afterwards, former U.S. Ambassador to 
Russia Michael McFaul said that the singer 
“sounded like a presidential candidate to me” 
and added that “Ukraine is fortunate to have 
so many strong presidential candidates!”

Mr. Vakarchuk holds a degree in theoret-
ical physics and regularly makes the 
Ukrainian magazines’ lists of the 100 most 
influential people.

(Continued from page 1)

Rock star...

Svyatoslav Vakarchuk (left), co-founder of the Center for Economic Strategy and lead 
vocalist for the Okean Elzy rock group, with BBC HARDtalk presenter Stephen 

Sackur at the Yalta European Strategy conference in Kyiv on September 15. 

YES © 2018. Photographed by Sergei Illin, Aleksandr Indychii and Aleksandr Pilyugin. 
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by Damian Handzy

MAMARONECK, N.Y. – As Plast’s “Year of Sea Scouting” 
enters its final phase, Ukrainian scout troops around the 
world are taking to the water to demonstrate the skills 
they’ve learned throughout 2018. As reported earlier in 
this newspaper, Plast Ukrainian Scouting Organization 
declared 2018 the “Year of Sea Scouting” to commemorate 
the founding of the Ukrainian Navy on April 29, 1918. In 
the U.S., Plast scouts have taken part in a year-long compe-
tition, organized by the Chornomortsi fraternity of older 
scouts, in which they can win prizes and earn a special one-
time merit badge covering the basics of maritime scouting. 

This autumn, each local troop of Plast scouts is taking a 
three- to four-hour long trip on the water in canoes, kay-
aks, motor boats or sailboats. The purpose of the trip is to 
expose the scouts to practical sea scouting. Not only is each 
scout to be in control of the vessel for some amount of 
time, but the troops as a whole have an opportunity to 
practice the many skills they’ve learned this year, such as 
navigation, knot tying, and singing Ukrainian sailing songs. 
Troops competing for the top prizes will submit videos of 
themselves demonstrating mastery of those skills.

On Sunday, September 9, the Passaic, N.J., troop of Plast 
scouts – made up of 12 boys and girls age 14-17 – went 
sailing on Long Island Sound on a 42-foot sailboat owned 

and skippered by Jerome Mychalowych, a life-long sailor 
and member of the Chornomortsi. The scouts left from 
Orienta Yatch Club in Mamaroneck, N.Y., on a course they 
themselves set, tacking (zig-zagging) between Long Island 
and the New York mainland. With 10- to 15-knot winds 
gusting to 20 knots, the scouts were exposed to rugged 
seas and two- to three-foot swells under near-constant 
rain. Despite the challenging conditions, the scouts took on 
the duties of Captain Mychalowych’s crew, including rais-
ing and trimming the sails, coiling the lines, plotting and 
maintaining their course, and taking turns at the helm. 
They even secured the boat at the dock for lunch and at the 
end of the day moored the boat in its berth at the marina. 

One of the main activities for the day was to practice 
“dead reckoning” – a form of navigation in which a sailor 
uses a chart and a compass to determine his/her starting 
position and estimate the arrival time at the designated 
destination without GPS or other modern tools. The scouts 

triangulated their position by taking two bearings of land-
marks on shore and then set a course for the opposite 
shore and estimated their time of arrival based on the wind 
speed and their direction of travel. After the estimated time 
passed, they once again determined their position using 
the same triangulating technique to determine how closely 
they came to their desired destination. 

An unexpected bit of fun came with the increasing late-
day wind: waves that crashed into the boat soaked the 
scouts sitting on the windward side. On the trip home, the 
scouts rated the trip a 9 out of 10 despite the cold rain, and 
they all said they’d enjoy going sailing again. 

The motivation of the organizers for the entire “Year of 
Sea Scouting” has been to not only expose scouts to the 
excitement and challenges of water-based scouting activi-
ties but to also engender a love of water sports in its many 
forms. For the scouts from Passaic, that mission has been 
accomplished. 

Plast scout Andrij White at the helm on Long Island Sound. 
The girls of the Passaic Troop with Captain Jerome Mychalowych holding the flag of the 

Ukrainian Navy.

The entire troop with Captain Jerome Mychalowych (second from left) on the bow of his sailboat.

Damian Handzy

Plast scouts sail Long Island Sound

Passaic troop leader Sofia Handzy trims the sails while 
underway.

Culture and Diaspora Relations (IIECDR) of 
Lviv Polytechnic National University, the 
forum continued a tradition that began 
over 50 years ago of convening teachers 
and educators of the diaspora to share 
knowledge and successes, and to discuss 
the challenges of teaching the Ukrainian 
language outside Ukraine. 

On August 17, during the official opening 
of the forum, UWC President Eugene Czolij 
delivered a video greeting to the numerous 
delegates and guests, including Ukraine’s 
first lady, Minister of Education and Science 

of Ukraine Liliia Hrynevych and the direc-
tor of the Department for Ukrainians 
Worldwide and Humanitarian Cooperation 
of Ukraine, Larysa Dir. 

On this day, during the one-day fifth 
International Conference on “The Ukrainian 
Language in the World,” held within the 
framework of the forum, the chair of the 
UWC’s IECC, Dr. Oksana Wynnyckyj-
Yusypovych, delivered a keynote address on 
the topic “Teaching Ukrainian within State-
Mandated Educational Standards and 
Curriculum Guidelines: A Call to Action.” 

In her presentation, she addressed the 
need to ensure a continuous development 
of Ukrainian language competency by com-
plying with the language policies of the 

states where Ukrainian heritage language 
speakers live around the world. 

On August 18-22, during the Creative 
Ideas Laboratory, presentations and master 
classes were run by educators-practitioners 
of Saturday and Sunday schools: Oksana 
Herych, Oksana Levytska, Ulana Plawu-
szczak-Pidzamecky, Ivanna Plakhotnyuk, 
Nadia Prokopchuk, Tatiana Sunak (all from 
Canada), Christina Vasylkiv-Pikhmanets 
(United States), Yuliya Kovalevska-Haugland 
(Norway) and Halina Barlyak (Italy). 

On August 22, the last day of the forum, 
in her closing remarks Dr. Wynnyckyj-
Yusypovych thanked the director of IIECDR, 
Iryna Kluchkovska, and the entire IIECDR 
team for their tremendous organizational 

effort in preparing and running the forum, 
after which forum participants presented 
them with flowers and sang “Mnohaya Lita.” 

“Teachers of Ukrainian Saturday and 
Sunday schools who came to Lviv from vari-
ous corners of the world live and teach in dif-
ferent language and cultural environments. 
They are specifically united by the fact that 
once a week they work with children and 
students whose parents send them to 
Ukrainian schools. The forum offered these 
particular teachers an opportunity to meet, 
and develop personal and professional con-
tacts. In today’s networked world, this is a 
powerful force and foundation for the devel-
opment of our worldwide communities,” 
commented Dr. Wynnyckyj-Yusypovych.

(Continued from page 1)

First world forum...
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Youngest Tkachuk goes fourth overall
Keith Tkachuk was taken 19th overall by the Winnipeg 

Jets in the 1990 NHL Draft. Older son, Matthew, went sixth 
overall in 2016. Youngest son, Brady, topped both when the 
Ottawa Senators used their No. 4 selection in the 2018 NHL 
Entry Draft to pick the gritty forward from Boston 
University. This was only one of the reasons why Brady 
Tkachuk was grinning from ear to ear after hearing his 
name called at the American Arena in Dallas on June 22.

“The weight is off my shoulders and (Matthew) will defi-
nitely hear about it later,” Brady Tkachuk said in an inter-
view session with various media outlets after being select-
ed. “He was just proud and I’m so happy right now. It feels 
good. I know I’m going to give it a bit to Matthew and my 
dad a bit. After today, I’m going to keep training and getting 
ready.”

Tkachuk was thrilled to be chosen by the Senators and 
was scheduled to attend the club’s development camp the 
last week of June at the Canadian Tire Center.

“There was a lot of speculation in the last couple of days, 
and I read a lot of things in the last couple of days to see if I 
could get a clear (picture),” Tkachuk said. “I’m super excit-
ed and happy to celebrate this with my family and friends.”

Tkachuk was one of five potential draftees who visited 
Ottawa in early June. He left impressed with the organiza-
tion and facilities. Apparently the feeling was very mutual.

“They’re run by great management, they have great 
facilities and I was happy leaving there, and it was a place I 
wanted to go,” Tkachuk said.

Tkachuk is a physical, old-school type power forward, 
similar in style to his father, Keith. He’s not afraid to raise 
his elbows, chop with his stick or get his nose dirty – exact-
ly the type of player the Senators need. The big question 
now is whether Tkachuk will be ready to make the jump to 
the NHL next season. He has only one year of college hock-
ey experience and was not certain if he would return to 
Boston or possibly play junior hockey in the 2018-2019 
campaign. Most experts believe another year in school 
probably would assist in his continued development.

The London Knights of the Ontario Hockey League 
drafted him in the fourth round in 2015.

“We didn’t really talk about that during the visit,” 
Tkachuk said. “We’re just trying to take it day-to-day and 
just enjoying the moment.  “I’ll talk to them and my parents 
and then decide what’s best.”

There is no doubt he wants to get to the NHL. It is safe to 
say probably sooner rather than later.

“It’s a big goal of mine to be in the NHL, but I don’t want 
to rush it either. I’m going to decide what’s best in the long 
run,” Tkachuk said.

“We were ecstatic,” said GM Pierre Dorion at the same 
media conference in Dallas. “At our pick, we talked in the 
last few days about character, accountability and leader-
ship and we know Brady Tkachuk brings a lot of these ele-
ments to the table. We feel he’s going to be an integral part 
of our team and it could be as soon as this coming 
September.”

Chief scout Trent Mann described Tkachuk as an all-
around player.

“He brings a lot of pieces to his game. He brings offense, 
size, character and he’s good in all three zones. He can 
make plays. At the end of the day, he drags you into the 
fight whether you want to be there or not,” Mann said.

Tkachuk has some buddies in the Ottawa organization 
and he was in touch with them in the days heading into the 
draft. Growing up in St. Louis he knows Chris Wideman. 
He’s also close friends with Senators top prospects Logan 
Brown and Colin White. It was White who was teasing 
Tkachuk about getting ready to play for Ottawa.

Tkachuk admitted to nervousness and it was a challenge 
to keep himself busy with friends and family on the day of 
the draft.

“I was shaking a bit because I was so excited,” he said. “I 
was nervous a bit going on stage because I didn’t want to 
trip on the steps or anything. When I got up there it was 
surreal and a dream come true.”

TKACHUK TIDBITS: Older brother, Calgary Flames 
antagonist Matthew, is leery of facing him in the NHL. His 
tough, mature game stood out at the 2018 World Juniors 
(seven points in seven games) where he was trusted in last 
minute situations. At 18 he was one of the younger players 
in college hockey in 2017-2018, finishing fourth in scoring 
at BU, proving he can succeed against older competition. 
He may need another year to fill out physically and smooth 
out his skating before jumping to the NHL. One NHL scout 
believes he could join the AHL as a teenager in 2018-2019.

Hutsko goes in third round
Logan Hutsko was selected 89th overall in the third 

round by the Florida Panthers at the 2018 NHL Entry 
Draft. Hutsko was eligible for the 2017 draft, but wasn’t 

picked due to a variety of injuries. There are probably 
many teams wishing they had spent a later round pick on 
the reigning Hockey East Rookie of the Year back in 2017. 
His stock dropped simply because he had played hardly 
any hockey prior to the 2017-2018 season. In 2016-2017, 
he saw action in a mere nine games and pro scouts were 
unable to get a read on him. 

A year later he dressed in 37 games in his freshman sea-
son at Boston College, posting 31 points. Hutsko displayed 
elite hockey sense and an ability to create offense in many 
different ways. Taking into consideration how little hockey 
he has played the past few seasons, it is very possible 
Hutsko has even more to offer than he showed in 2017-
2018. The Panthers certainly agree on this point.

Kings select Dudas
Aidan Dudas is a speedy, 5-foot-7 scorer who likes to use 

his shot and make plays, but is reliable defensively and can 
do what’s necessary to move from the defensive zone into 
offensive mode. His defensive game needs refining as being 
a smaller player he needs to be smart in his own zone, use 
his stick well and strive for good body position.

Dudas was picked by the Los Angeles Kings in the fourth 
round of the 2018 draft. He met with the Kings twice and 
knows fellow prospect Gabriel Vilardi from prior battles in 
junior hockey. He was a late add to the Top Prospects Game 
and credited that experience as helping his development in 
2017-2018. He fell slightly short of averaging a point per 
game with Owen Sound (31 goals + 34 assists = 65 points 
in 68 games) and had an abbreviated performance with 
Team Canada’s U-18 squad.

Champs pick Florchuk last overall
The Stanley Cup Champion Washington Capitals 

wrapped up the 2018 NHL Draft in Dallas by making 
Ukrainian Eric Florchuk the NHL’s Mr. Irrelevant. Florchuk 
had the dishonor of being the very last selection in the sev-
enth and final round.

Florchuk’s two seasons in the Western Hockey League 
saw him play for the Victoria Royals and Saskatoon Blades. 
In 2017-2018, skating with both teams, he tallied 16 goals 
and 33 assists in 71 games. Notably, the Caps drafted four 
players from the WHL in this draft, due in part to Capitals 
assistant GM Ross Mahoney’s extensive connections in the 
league as he once coached the Regina Pats.

Ihor Stelmach may be reached at iman@sfgsports.com.

H e a d q u a r t e r s ,”  a n n o u n c e d  t h e 
Zakharchenko death, along with a decision 
by this conclave to appoint Dmitry 
Trapeznikov, hitherto “deputy prime minis-
ter,” as interim “president” of DPR. On 
September 1, a joint meeting of the afore-
mentioned military conclave and the DPR 
“council of ministers” confirmed Mr. 
Trapeznikov as interim “president.”

Mr. Trapeznikov, along with the remain-
ing “deputy prime minister” Aleksandr 
Timofeyev (both are former paramilitary 
fighters), were Zakharchenko’s closest 
associates, with Mr. Timofeyev moreover 
the godfather of Zakharchenko’s children. 
Still more significantly, Mr. Timofeyev (nom 
de guerre Tashkent), served as “state reve-
nues minister,” in charge of administering 
the massive industries and mines confiscat-
ed by the DPR from Ukrainian owners. As 
such, Mr. Timofeyev commands important 
financial resources, usable also for political 
purposes.

The “people’s council” (would-be parlia-
ment) chairperson, Mr. Pushilin, initially 
complied with the change at the top of the 
executive “branch.” Mr. Pushilin introduced 
Mr. Trapeznikov as interim “president” in 
the Donetsk press center on August 31, and 
introduced him again on September 1 to a 
plenary session of the people’s council, 
where Mr. Trapeznikov made a program-
matic statement. 

On September 2 the “defense minister” 
and titular “general,” Vladimir Kononov 
(nom de guerre Tsar), unilaterally 
announced that Mr. Trapeznikov had also 
been appointed commander-in-chief of 
DPR forces (without specifying who made 
that appointment), and pledged that the 
“defense ministry” would follow Mr. 
Trapeznikov’s orders. However, the internal 
affairs and state security “ministers” con-
spicuously refrained from endorsing Mr. 
Trapeznikov.

An urgent intervention

The prospect of destabilization in 
Donetsk prompted Moscow’s urgent inter-
vention, staking on Mr. Pushilin. On 
September 5, in Moscow, Mr. Chesnakov 
(close associate and public voice of Mr. 
Surkov, Kremlin overseer of the DPR-LPR) 
publicized a set of political instructions to 
Donetsk, almost certainly a summary of the 
Kremlin’s unpublicized instructions. On 
September 7, the DPR’s “acting prosecutor-
general” (a certain Andrei Spivak) issued a 
“legal” opinion, resembling in its wording a 
constitutional court’s verdict. This took all 
cues from Mr. Chesnakov’s statement. Thus 
the Donetsk prosecutor judged the 
appointment of Mr. Trapeznikov as interim 
“president” to have been “unconstitutional.” 

The prosecutor asked Mr. Pushilin’s peo-
ple’s council to form a new council of “min-
isters,” and to appoint a new electoral com-
mission with a view to holding new general 
elections. Moscow’s TASS news agency 
replayed the Donetsk prosecutor’s state-

ment on the same day (September 7), for 
an implicit but clear political endorsement.

Those tasks were duly completed (at 
least in form) by September 9. The state 
security and internal affairs “ministries” 
issued endorsements of Mr. Pushilin, and 
are retained in the new “government.” Mr. 
Kononov, hitherto defense “minister” who 
had endorsed Mr. Trapeznikov, is no longer 
there; the new “government’s” list does not 
even mention the “defense ministry” as 
such (for now). Mr. Trapeznikov issued a 
statement of abdication from the post of 
interim “president” to make room for Mr. 
Pushilin. Furthermore, Mr. Pushilin has also 
changed the head and the composition of 
DPR’s electoral commission, in preparation 
for the scheduled “elections.”

“Order must be imposed”

In Moscow, Surkov aide Mr. Chesnakov 
slightly lifted a curtain’s corner on the 
Donetsk events, in two interviews with the 
official TASS news agency, rerun by its 
counterpart in Donetsk. He stated that the 
deceased Zakharchenko, however meritori-
ous as a military figure, “left economic 
affairs in the hands of individuals whom he 
trusted, but who misused his trust. In short, 
they stole. Order must be imposed there. 
Budget money must benefit people, not go 
into the pockets of ministers… Worming 
their way into Zakharchenko’s confidence 
they were busy embezzling money and 
grabbing other people’s property,” Mr. 
Chesnakov went on. Specifically regarding 
the “state revenues minister” Mr. 

Timofeyev, “many people in the DPR have 
many grievances about him, and such peo-
ple might rise up in a situation of political 
instability.” 

Moreover, Zakharchenko’s initial succes-
sor Mr. Trapeznikov not only “lacked a 
‘legal’ mandate, but would not manage to 
control the situation for any length of time. 
Everyone out there saw that. A matter of 
time before disorders and tremors would 
begin. And if elections are held, he would 
not be strong enough to conduct them in 
orderly ways. His only base of support is 
Timofeyev” (TASS, September 5, 10).

Mr. Chesnakov’s disclosures are political-
ly targeted, and reflect but a fragment of the 
overall situation in the DPR. Even so, Mr. 
Surkov’s associate and reputed proxy 
admits to rampant corruption in Donetsk 
and to a precarious, risk-fraught, deceptive 
political stability there. He points a finger at 
the deceased Zakharchenko’s entourage, 
apparently controlled de facto by Messrs. 
Timofeyev and Trapeznikov, both of whom 
have now been ousted – along with their ally 
Mr. Kononov – by Mr. Pushilin’s measures 
orchestrated from the Kremlin. And given 
these disclosures about financial crimes and 
property grabs, it seems plausible to sup-
pose that the assassination of Zakharchenko 
may well have been a criminals’ “razborka” 
(brutal settling of accounts).

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 2)

Change...
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THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
OF THE UKRAINIAN NATIONAL ASSOCIATION

announces that its

CONNECTICUT DISTRICT FALL ORGANIZING MEETING
will be held on

Saturday, September 29, 2018 at 10:00 a.m.
St Mary Ukrainian Orthodox Church Hall 

54 Winter St., New Britain CT.

Obligated to attend the annual meeting as voting members 
are District Committee O�  cers, Convention Delegates 

and two delegates from the following Branches:

Branch   12 - Homin Society - Hartford, CT
Branch   59 - Ukrainian Sitch Society - Bridgeport, CT
Branch   67 - Zaporoska Sitch Society - Ansonia, CT
Branch 253 - Ivan Franko Society - Ludlow, MA
Branch 254 - St.Peter & Paul Society - New Britain, CT
Branch 277 - St.John the Baptist Society - Hartford, CT
Branch 387 - Lubow Society - Willimantic, CT 
Branch 414 - Auhustyn Woloshyn Society - New Haven, CT

All UNA members are welcome as guests at the meeting 

MEETING WILL BE ATTENDED BY:
Gloria Horbaty - UNA Advisor

Myron Kolinsky- UNA National Organizer 

DISTRICT COMMITTEE
Myron Kolinsky, District Chairman

Christine D. Melnyk, Vice Chairwoman
Bohdan Doboszczak, Secretary

Gloria Horbaty, Treasurer

“OPPORTUNITIES WITH UNA”

Ukrainian National Association Inc.

will host a presentation

UNA Connecticut  District fall organizing meeting 
will follow the presentation

UNA Connecticut  District fall organizing meeting 

COFFEE

  HOUR
sponsored by UNA 

Connecticut district

Saturday
September 29, 2018 

at 10:00 a.m.

St. Mary Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church Hall 

54 Winter St., 
New Britain CT.

The presentation will be attended by

Gloria Horbaty
UNA Advisor

Myron Kolinsky
UNA National Organizer

by Andrew Gregorovich

TORONTO – The Taras Shevchenko 
Museum in Toronto has acquired a valuable 
collection of art from Ukraine: a total of 49 
works created and donated by contempo-
rary Ukrainian artists. They will be exhibited 
in a collection called “Picturesque Ukraine.”

These art works are part of an exhibition 
to be held at the museum from October 14 
to December 20. All art pieces to be dis-
played were originally created to celebrate 
the 200th anniversary of  Taras 
Shevchenko’s birth on March 9, 1814. 

The name of the exhibition, “Picturesque 

Ukraine,” was used by the great Ukrainian 
poet and artist himself.  In 1844, 
Shevchenko created a series of engravings 
that he intended to publish as a periodical 
under the name “Picturesque Ukraine.” 

The exhibit will open on Sunday, 
October 14, at 2:30 p.m. A wine and cheese 
reception will be held.

The Taras Shevchenko Museum is locat-
ed at 1614 Bloor St. W., Toronto ON, M6P 
1A7; telephone, 416-534-8662; website, 
www.infoukes.com/shevchenkomuseum.

Andrew Gregorovich is vice-president of 
the Taras Shevchenko Museum in Toronto.

Exhibition of contemporary art 
to showcase “Picturesque Ukraine”

“Summer” by Lyubov Senchuk (2011, oil on canvas, 80 x 100 centimeters).

The Ukrainian Weekly 
on Facebook!LIKE
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Through Exhibit, “Ukrainian Genocide of 1932-1933, known as 
November 9 the Holodomor,” Ukrainian American Society of Texas,
Dallas J. Erik Jonsson Central Library, info@uast.org or 
 214-240-0016

September 24 Book talk by Maria G. Rewakowicz, “Ukraine’s Quest for 
Cambridge, MA Identity: Embracing Cultural Hybridity in Literary 
 Imagination, 1991, 2011,” Harvard University, 
 617-495-4053 or www.huri.harvard.edu 

September 25 Presentation by Volodymyr Kulyk, “Language Politics 
New York and International Relations: A Controversy Over the
 New Ukrainian Education Law,” Columbia University, 
 212-854-4697 or ukrainianstudies@columbia.edu

September 26 Fall reception, Harvard Ukrainian Research Institute,
Cambridge, MA Harvard University, 617-495-4053 or 
 www.huri.harvard.edu

September 27 Annual general meeting, Ukrainian Canadian Professionals
Ottawa and Businesspersons Association – Ottawa Branch,
 Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary Ukrainian Orthodox
 Cathedral, 613-324-5409 or www.ucpbaottawa.com

September 28 Exhibit, “Hard Coal, Hard Times: The Social Realist Art 
through October 21 of Nicholas Bervinchak,” curated by Mike Buryk, 
New York Ukrainian Institute of America, 212-288-8660 or 
 www.ukrainianinstitute.org

September 29 Presentation by Olena Nikolayenko, “Why Women 
New York Protest: Findings from the Revolution of Dignity,”
 Shevchenko Scientific Society, 212-254-5130

September 29 30th anniversary celebration of the Ukrainian Cultural 
Chicago Center, Ss. Volodymyr and Olha Ukrainian Catholic
 Church, www.stsvo.org

September 29 Oakville Ukrainian Festival, St. Joseph Ukrainian 
Oakville, ON Catholic Church, www.sjucc.ca

September 29 KLK Fall Weekend dinner dance, Carpathian Ski Club, 
Kerhonkson, NY Soyuzivka Heritage Center, 845-626-5641 or 
 marianaliv@yahoo.com

September 29 Presentation by Gloria Horbaty and Myron Kolinsky,
New Britain, CT “Opportunities with the UNA,” St. Mary Ukrainian 
 Orthodox Church, kolinsky@unainc.org 

September 30 Picnic and meet and greet, Ukrainian Engineers’ Society 
Jenkintown, PA of America, Ukrainian Educational and Cultural Center,
 www.uesa.org

September 30 Concert, featuring pianist Pavlo Gintov, The Washington 
Alexandria, VA Group Cultural Fund, The Lyceum, www.twgcf.org or
 twgculturalfund@gmail.com

September 30 Film screening, “Recovery Room” by Adriana Luhovy,
Yonkers, NY Ukrainian Congress Committee of America, Westchester
 County Branch, www.recoveryroomthemovie.com

September 30 Pig roast, Holy Trinity Ukrainian Catholic Church,
Kerhonkson, NY 845-647-6911

October 1 Presentation by Natalia Khanenko-Friesen, “Oral History of
Cambridge, MA Decollectivization in Ukraine in the 1990s: Understanding
 Social Change through Personal Narrative,” Harvard
 University, www.huri.harvard.edu or 617-495-4053 

October 4 through Exhibit, “Anastasiia Podervianska: High Textile,” curated
November 11 by Dr. Walter Hoydysh, Ukrainian Institute of America,
New York 212-288-8660 or www.ukrainianinstitute.org

October 5 Symposium, “Women and Holodomor-Genocide: Victims, 
Fresno, CA Survivors, Perpetrators,” California State University at
 Fresno, Henry Madden Library, vmalko@csufresno.edu or
 www.fresnostate.edu/womenandholodomor

Entries in “Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to events 
advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome submissions 
from all our readers. Items will be published at the discretion of the editors 
and as space allows. Please send e-mail to mdubas@ukrweekly.com.

by Andrew Horodysky

NEW YORK – Art at the Institute is pre-
senting an exhibition of etchings by 
American artist of Lemko ancestry Nicholas 
Bervinchak (1903-1978). Executed mostly 
during the Great Depression and into the 
following decade, his prints document the 
miners, tools, working conditions and fami-
ly life surrounding the isolated anthracite 
coal mining towns (also known as patches) 
of northeast Pennsylvania. 

The opening reception, along with a pre-
sentation by guest curator, writer and gene-
alogist Mike Buryk, will take place on 
Friday, September 28, at 6-8 p.m. The 
exhibit will be on view through October 21.

Bervinchak sought to simply illustrate 
what he regarded as the truth, document-
ing his era in a way that other popular art-

ists of the day were not. The selected imag-
es in this exhibition are profound in that 
the artist understood the sense of isolation 
evoked by the mines. They dramatize the 
plight of thousands of miners and their 
families during hard times endured in a 
normally prosperous country.

In spite of his realism, he was not regard-
ed as social commentator or reformist, as 
his work did not seek to create tensions 
between socio-economic classes or political 
unease. Bervinchak came away from his 
experience with a desire to create some-
thing honest: an art that depicted life with 
all its misery and unfairness, its familial 
hope and communal bonds, and an aspect 
of coal mining life which was human, and 
far from the sublime — as it truly was.

Bervinchak was born in Shenandoah, 
Pa., to Lemko immigrants originally from 
the Subcarpathian village of Rzepedz. 
While working in the mines himself, he was 
recognized with a capacity for drawing. He 
trained in ecclesiastical mural and decora-
tive art with Hungarian-born Paul 
Daubener, who later helped him discover 
his métier in the intaglio techniques of dry-
point etching and mezzotint. 

A chance local encounter with Ashcan art-
ist George Luks further influenced his art 
and vision. Bervinchak’s prints are housed in 
the collections of The Metropolitan Museum 
of Art, The National Gallery of Art, The 
Smithsonian Institution and The Ukrainian 
Museum, among other institutions.

Exhibit hours at the UIA are Tuesday 
through Sunday, noon to 6 p.m. or by 
appointment. The Ukrainian Institute of 
America is located at 2 E. 79th St. in New 
York; telephone, 212-288-8660; website, 
ukrainianinstitute.org.

Ukrainian Studies Program

NEW YORK – The Ukrainian Studies 
Program at the Harriman Institute of 
Columbia University will host a presentation 
by Volodymyr Kulyk, head research fellow at 
the Institute of Political and Ethnic Studies, 
National Academy of Sciences of Ukraine.

“Language Politics and International 
Relations: A Controversy Over the New 
Ukrainian Education Law” is the title of his 
talk on Tuesday, September 25, in the 
Marshall D. Shulman Seminar Room (1219 
International Affairs Building, 420 W. 118th 
St.) at 4:15 pm.

When the Ukrainian Parliament adopted 
a new law on education in September 
2017, this development was welcomed by 
civil society and Ukraine’s Western part-
ners as an important part of the post-Euro-
Maidan reform agenda. However, the new 
law provoked an outcry from neighboring 
states, particularly Hungary, as it drastically 
reduced the use of minority languages in 
the education process. 

Notwithstanding their warning that its 
implementation would jeopardize not only 
their country’s bilateral relations with 
Ukraine but also Ukraine’s European inte-
gration, President Petro Poroshenko enacted 
the law, thus exacerbating the controversy. 
To understand why Kyiv supported a minor-
ity-insensitive law despite its predictable for-
eign policy repercussions, one should look at 
the domestic political context. Similarly, it is 
the domestic contexts of the respective kin-
states that can shed light on their harsh 
response to Ukraine’s assertive move.

Dr. Kulyk has taught at Columbia, 
Stanford and Yale universities, the National 

University of Kyiv Mohyla Academy and the 
Ukrainian Catholic University. He has had 
research fellowships at Harvard, Stanford, 
the Woodrow Wilson Center, University 
College London, University of Alberta and 
other Western scholarly institutions. 

His research fields include the politics of 
language, memory and identity in contem-
porary Ukraine, language ideologies and 
media discourse, on which he has widely 
published in Ukrainian and Western jour-
nals and collected volumes. Dr. Kulyk is the 
author of three books, the latest being 
“Dyskurs Ukraїnskykh Medii: Identych nosti, 
Ideolohiї, Vladni Stosunky” (The Ukrainian 
Media Discourse: Identities, Ideologies, 
Power Relations; Kyiv: Krytyka, 2010).

Social realist art of Nicholas Bervinchak
to be exhibited at Ukrainian Institute

Scholar to speak at Columbia University
on language politics and international relations

Dr. Volodymyr Kulyk

“Toiling Miners” (1939) by Nicholas 
Bervinchak.



No. 38THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY      SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, 201820

Visit our archive online: www.ukrweekly.com

PREVIEW OF EVENTS
Saturday, September 29

NEW YORK: The Shevchenko Scientific 
Society invites all to a lecture, “Why 
Women Protest: Findings from the 
Revolution of Dignity,” by Dr. Olena 
Nikolayenko (associate professor of politi-
cal science, Fordham University). The lec-
ture will take place at the society’s build-
ing, 63 Fourth Ave. (between Ninth and 
10th streets) at 5 p.m. For additional infor-
mation call 212-254-5130.

Sunday, September 30

ALEXANDRIA, Va.: The Washington Group 
Cultural Fund will open its 25th anniversa-

ry season with a concert by pianist Pavlo 
Gintov. Described by critics as “a poet of 
the keyboard” and as a “musical storytell-
er,” Mr. Gintov will perform and discuss the 
style and content of piano fantasies from 
different musical eras, from Bach to 
Corigliano. There will be a reception to 
meet the artist immediately following the 
performance. The concert will be held at 3 
p.m. at The Lyceum, 201 S. Washington St., 
Alexandria, VA 22314. Suggested donation 
$20; free for students; unreserved seating. 
For more information visit http://www.
twgcf.org or e-mail: twgculturalfund@
gmail.com.

PREVIEW OF EVENTS GUIDELINES
Preview of Events is a listing of Ukrainian community events open to the public. It is a 
service provided at minimal cost ($20 per listing) by The Ukrainian Weekly to the 
Ukrainian community. 

To have an event listed in Preview of Events please send information, in English, written 
in Preview format, i.e., in a brief paragraph of several sentences that includes the date, 
place, type of event, sponsor, admission, full names of persons and/or organizations 
involved, and a phone number and/or e-mail address to be published for readers who 
may require additional information. Items must be no more than 100 words long. 

Preview items must be received no later than one week before the desired date of 
publication (i.e., they must be received by 9 am Monday morning). Please include pay-
ment for each time the item is to appear and indicate date(s) of issue(s) in which the 
item is to be published. Also, senders are asked to include the phone number of a per-
son who may be contacted by The Weekly during daytime hours, as well as their com-
plete mailing address. 

Information should be sent to  preview@ukrweekly.com. When e-mailing, please do 
not send items as attachments – simply type the text into the body of the e-mail mes-
sage. Preview items and payments may be mailed to: Preview of Events, The Ukrainian 
Weekly, 2200 Route 10, P.O. Box 280, Parsippany, NJ 07054.


