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by Mark Raczkiewycz

KYIV – Ukraine has tapped new funding from the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) that could shore up its 
finances through 2019 while avoiding a liquidity crunch 
amid simultaneous presidential and parliamentary elec-
tions taking place next year. 

A new lending program was brokered on October 22 
with the Washington-based 
lender worth $3.9 billion. It 
replaces a previously existing 
agreement (that would’ve 
expired in March 2019) worth 
more than four times as much 
that stalled in April 2017 
because Kyiv wasn’t meeting 
reform benchmarks. 

Two billion dollars is expect-
ed by year-end, posited econo-
mist Anders Aslund in a blog for 
the pro-democracy policy center Atlantic Council that was 
published on the same day. 

“This agreement is of vital importance and very much 
needed now. First, it will grant Ukraine sufficient interna-
tional financing until the end of 2019,” Mr. Aslund wrote. 
“Second, it will help the Ukrainian government to pursue 
sound economic policies. Third, it will keep the Ukrainian 
economy stable during the 2019 election year with the 
presidential election slated for March 31 and parliamenta-
ry elections in October.”

An additional $1.2 billion most likely will be unlocked 
from the European Union as macro-financial aid. Another 
$800 million will come from the World Bank as loan guar-
antees. Both financing plans were contingent on Kyiv’s fur-
ther cooperation with the IMF. 

Ukraine’s Finance Ministry is already on a roadshow to 
offer five- to 10-year eurobonds to private creditors to raise 
another $2 billion, but at a dearly high rate of 9 percent. 

“Thus, $8 billion or so of additional government borrow-
ing is probable. Given that Ukraine’s public debt has shrunk 
to 62 percent of GDP [gross domestic product], the addi-
tional public debt raises no concerns…” Mr. Aslund said. 

Before the new loan program, Ukraine worrisomely had 
only $16.6 billion in foreign 
currency reserves as of October 
1 – enough to cover less than 
three months of imports. 

To clinch the renewed IMF 
lending program, Kyiv had to 
raise household gas prices to 
cost-recovery levels, get a 
newly established anti-graft 
court functioning and pass a 
palatable national budget for 
2019. 

Ukraine will start enforcing the politically unpopular 
household gas price raise on November 1. It will spike only 
by 23.5 percent, which is still about twice lower than the 
60-percent increase that would reach market levels. 

“The hike was the product of a compromise with the IMF, 
which had reportedly demanded a 60 percent increase in 
view of a much higher market price level,” Kyiv-based invest-
ment bank Dragon Capital wrote in a note to investors. 

At a Cabinet meeting this week, Prime Minister 
Volodymyr Groysman said there “was no alternative than 
for us to act absolutely responsibly. Without international 
partners, “we’ll be in a situation where we can’t service the 
debts accrued by our predecessors.”

Ukraine set to sail with fi nancial stability
through 2019 with new IMF loan

(Continued on page 6)

Ukrainian political 
prisoner Sentsov awarded 

Sakharov prize

by Mark Raczkiewycz

KYIV – Oleg Sentsov, a Crimean filmmaker and 
political prisoner in Russia, became the laureate of the 
yearly Sakharov Prize on October 25 that the 
European Parliament bestowed for his human rights 
stance against Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. 

“Through his courage and determination, by put-
ting his life in danger, the filmmaker…has become a 
symbol of the struggle for the release of political pris-
oners held in Russia and around the world,” said 
European Union Parliament President Antonio Tajani 
in a news release.

The award further casts light on Russia’s self-imposed 
status as a pariah state through its war mongering in 
Ukraine and other countries. It further highlights 

UCCA hosts Poroshenko at Ukrainian Institute of America
UCCA

NEW YORK – On Tuesday, September 
25, the Ukrainian Congress Committee of 
America (UCCA), the largest representation 
of Americans of Ukrainian descent, wel-
comed the President of Ukraine, Petro 
Poroshenko, and Maryna Poroshenko, the 
First Lady of Ukraine, following the arrival 
of the presidential delegation to New York 
City on the occasion of the 73rd General 
Assembly of the United Nations. 

As co-organized by the Embassy of 
Ukraine in the United States of America 
and the Ukrainian Institute of America 
(UIA), the gathering at UIA’s historic 
Fletcher-Sinclair Mansion  included repre-
sentatives from over 20 national Ukrainian-
American organizations, representatives of 
Ukrainian churches in the United States, as 
well as Mr. Poroshenko’s honored guests. 
The presidential delegation was joined by 
the government of Ukraine, represented by 
Ambassador Valeriy Chaly, Ukraine’s envoy 
to the United States, Ambassador of 

Ukraine to the United Nations Volodymyr 
Yelchenko, and the Consul General of 
Ukraine in New York, Oleksii Holubov.

Upon their arrival, Mr. and Mrs. 
Poroshenko were greeted at the door by 
UIA Board President Dr. Daniel Swistel and 
UCCA President Andriy Futey. Following 
their entrance to the great hall, the com-
bined singing voices of the attendees reso-
nated over the recording of the Ukrainian 
anthem that accompanies President 
Poroshenko at his official visits. 

Tamara Olexy, director of UCCA’s National 
Office and the organization’s immediate past 
president, took to the podium first, both to 
welcome the attendees as well as to present 
the first speaker, Mr. Futey, who devoted the 
majority of his remarks to impressing upon 
the presidential delegation the important 
work of the Ukrainian diaspora, including by 
those storied organizations present in the 
room, both historically as well as in just the 
last four years, since the Revolution of 

President Petro Poroshenko and First Lady Maryna Poroshenko (center) are greeted 
by the Ukrainian community at the Ukrainian Institute of America in New York.

The Presidential Administration of Ukraine
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“The hike was the product 
of a compromise with the 
IMF, which had reported-
ly demanded a 60 percent 
increase in view of a much 
higher market price”

Oleg Sentsov during a medical examination on the 
138th day of his hunger strike.

Russian penitentiary service
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Sentsov awarded Sakharov prize

The European Parliament has awarded 
Oleh Sentsov, a Ukrainian film director 
imprisoned in Russia after opposing 
Moscow’s takeover of his native Crimea, 
with its prestigious 2018 Sakharov Prize for 
Freedom of Thought. “Through his courage 
and determination, by putting his life in 
danger, the filmmaker Oleh Sentsov has 
become a symbol of the struggle for the 
release of political prisoners held in Russia 
and around the world,” European 
Parliament President Antonio Tajani told 
the legislature in Strasbourg on October 25. 
By awarding Mr. Sentsov the prize, the 
European Parliament was expressing “its 
solidarity with him and his cause,” Tajani 
added. Mr. Tajani called on Russian authori-
ties to release Mr. Sentsov “immediately,” 
saying the filmmaker was in poor health 
after he earlier this month ended a 145-day 
hunger strike in a prison in northern Russia. 
Mr. Sentsov, a Crimean native who opposed 
Russia’s 2014 takeover of the Ukrainian 
peninsula, is serving a 20-year prison term 
after being convicted of terrorism in a trial 
that he, human rights groups, and Western 
governments contend was politically moti-
vated. He is currently imprisoned in the Far 
Northern Yamalo-Nenets region of Russia 
where he started a hunger strike on May 14, 
demanding that Russia release 64 
Ukrainians that he considers political pris-
oners in Russia. He ended his hunger strike 
on October 6, saying he had to do so to 
avoid being force-fed by the prison authori-
ties. After the announcement, congratula-
tions for Mr. Sentsov began to pour in from 
Ukraine and elsewhere. On his Facebook 
page,  Ukrainian President  Petro 
Poroshenko said the “whole democratic 
world is fighting together with Ukraine for 
[Sentsov’s] freedom and life.” Prime 
Minister Volodymyr Groysman said the 
award was “yet another turn of key to 
unlock the prison capturing Oleh.” Russia 
had hoped the Sentsov question would dis-
appear after he ended his hunger strike, 
according to Foreign Minister Pavlo 
Klimkin. But now, he tweeted, “Sentsov will 
be for Russia who Sakharov became for the 
USSR.” Mr. Sentsov’s mother, Lyudmila 
Sentsova, broke into tears on hearing the 
news her son had been awarded the presti-
gious prize. “This is the first time I’m hear-

ing this,” she told RFE/RL. “The only thing I 
want is for him to be home. There’s nothing 
else I want,” Mr. Sentsova added. Veteran 
Crimean Tatar leader Mustafa Dzhemilev 
said Mr. Sentsov was worthy of the award. 
“I’m very happy. It’s a well-deserved award. 
He’s done a lot to free Crimea. I hope that it 
can somehow quicken his release,” Mr. 
Dzhemilev told RFE/RL. The European 
Commission also congratulated Mr. Sentsov, 
with spokeswoman Mina Andreeva saying 
he “has shown incredible courage and 
determination and selflessness during his 
imprisonment and hunger strike.” In a press 
release, Eduard Kukan, a member of the 
center-right European People’s Party (EPP), 
called Mr. Sentsov “a prisoner of conscience, 
an honest and innocent man.” EPP member 
Michael Gahler, the Parliament’s main 
spokesperson on Ukraine, described Mr. 
Sentsov as “the voice of around 70 other 
innocent individuals perishing in inhumane 
conditions in Russian jails.” The prize 
ensures that EU lawmakers “are bearing 
testimony to the fact that they are not for-
gotten,” he added. “I hope this prize will 
help Sentsov and all Ukrainians arrested or 
convicted in Russia on politically motivated 
grounds to be free again,” said Guy 
Verhofstadt, who heads the Parliament’s lib-
eral ALDE group. European Council 
President Donald Tusk congratulated Mr. 
Sentsov and echoed Mr. Verhofstadt’s call. “I 
renew my call on Moscow to free Sentsov 
and all other political prisoners following 
Russia’s illegal annexation of Crimea,” he 
tweeted. The European Parliament will 
award the 50,000 euro ($58,000) prize dur-
ing a ceremony in Strasbourg on December 
12. Mr. Sentsov had been selected as one of 
three finalists in an October 9 vote by mem-
bers of the European Parliament’s foreign 
affairs and development committees. The 
other short-listed candidates were 
Moroccan activist Nasser Zefzafi and 11 
NGOs that work to save the lives of migrants 
traveling across the Mediterran ean Sea to 
Europe. The prize, named in honor of the 
Soviet physicist and dissident Andrei 
Sakharov, was established by the European 
Parliament in 1988 to honor individuals 
and organizations who defend human 
rights and fundamental freedoms. Sakharov, 
who won the Nobel Peace Prize in 1975, 

(Continued on page 12)

 ANALYSIS

by Halya Coynash
Kharkiv Human Rights  

Protection Group

So much for Moscow’s claim that the 
events in Donbas are a “civil war” in Ukraine 
to which Russia is not a party. On October 
10 the Russian state news agency TASS 
reported that Russian President Vladimir 
Putin’s aide Vladislav Surkov had met, in 
Moscow, with the current leader of the self-
proclaimed “Donetsk people’s republic” 
(DPR) and “promised an increase in salaries 
in the DPR.” 

Mr. Putin’s press secretary Dmitry 
Peskov later made a very half-hearted 
attempt to distance his employer from the 
extra cost to the Russian budget, though not 
to other aspects of the report, which con-
firmed Russia’s direct involvement in “elec-
tions” which have been widely condemned 
as in violation of the Minsk accords. 

TASS’s track record of saying exactly 
what the regime wants reported, and no 
more, dates back to Soviet times, so it’s diffi-
cult to believe that this was a mere editorial 
bleep. It is noticeable that all Russian state 
media now appear to be using the rather 
incomprehensible term “proclaimed” rather 
than “self-proclaimed” in referring to the so-
called “Donetsk and Luhansk people’s 
republics” (DPR, LPR). Nor do they, in any 
other way, indicate that these are illegal for-
mations that even Russia has stopped short 
of formally recognizing. 

The TASS report cites Alexei Chesnakov, 
who has been called Mr. Surkov’s public 
mouthpiece, as saying that “the parties also 
discussed issues involved with prepara-
tions for the elections of the DPR head and 
national council, and social issues of the 
Donbas.” Mr. Chesnakov also says that 
Alexei Filatov, “a high-ranking employee of 
the president’s department on cross-bor-
der cooperation,” took part and that he is 
now in charge of “humanitarian and politi-
cal cooperation with the DPR and LPR,” 
including “on issues linked with the elec-
tion campaign.”

Denis Pushilin, the interim leader of the 
DPR, claimed that he had received “guaran-
tees of support from Russia in everything 
connected with security and increasing citi-
zens’ standard of living.” He also said that a 
number of measures “of a humanitarian 
nature” would soon be taken that would 
make it possible to increase the salary of a 
whole range of groups of the population.

It was this assurance that Mr. Putin’s 

press secretary distanced the Kremlin 
from. However, there are two difficulties in 
assuming that Mr. Pushilin was simply 
engaged in a bit of electioneering. The first 
is that he doesn’t need to speak to his “elec-
torate.” This is the man evidently being 
pushed into leader role shortly after the 
killing of ex-leader Alexandr Zakhar chenko. 
Thus, the results of this electoral farce are 
already known. The other is that TASS’s 
headline stated that this was a promise 
from Mr. Surkov, the Putin aide believed to 
have been in charge of events in militant-
controlled Donbas since the conflict began. 

Novosti Donbassa has followed reports 
in the Russian media suggesting that Mr. 
Surkov’s department is facing cuts and that 
he himself may be demoted. Alexander 
Khodorkovsky, nominally a rival of Mr. 
Pushilin and one of the people in the DPR 
who has openly spoken of the major finan-
cial and other role Russia plays, is quoted 
as delighted by the TASS report. He writes: 
“Moscow officials are gradually stopping 
any pretence and beginning to call things 
by their correct name – they promise an 
increase in salaries as those who hold the 
right to do so, they determine who will 
head the territories, and who will not, and 
they’re no longer hiding this.”

Certainly the report could not have been 
more explicit about Russia’s role. Both 
Moscow and the DPR have been eager to 
blame the Security Service of Ukraine, sup-
posedly with help from the U.S., for 
Zakharchenko’s death in a bomb blast on 
August 31. Doubts about this version are 
aroused, and not only because of the near 
impossibility of carrying this off for logisti-
cal reasons. There is also the extraordinary 
speed with which Mr. Pushilin, a more mal-
leable person linked with Mr. Surkov, 
gained control, with people close to 
Zakharchenko forced to flee. 

Perhaps most suspect is the fact that 
these “elections” were being discussed for 
some time before the Zakharchenko killing, 
though clearly in breach of the Minsk 
accords. The somewhat fictitious “vacuum” 
that the killing purportedly left gave an 
apparent excuse for staging these new elec-
tion stunts. The supposedly interim leaders 
of the DPR and the LPR (Leonid Pasechkin) 
announced “elections” on September 7, 
with Mr. Chesnakov, as Mr. Surkov’s mouth-
piece, making it quite clear that these “elec-

Putin aide promises Donbas militants
higher pay and help with election
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by Mike Eckel
RFE/RL

At the time, the treaty was landmark, 
deemed a new cornerstone of strategic sta-
bility.

The 1987 Intermediate-Range Nuclear 
Forces (INF) agreement for the first time 
eliminated an entire class of missiles and 
set up an unprecedented system of arms 
control inspections – all hailed as stabiliz-
ing the rivalry between the keepers of the 
world’s two largest nuclear arsenals.

Now, that treaty between Washington 
and Moscow, known as the INF, is on the 
rocks, with U.S. President Donald Trump 
announcing plans last week to abandon the 

accord, and national-security adviser John 
Bolton saying in Moscow on October 23 
that the United States will be filing a formal 
notification of its withdrawal.

What’s next may be the demise of an 
even bigger, more comprehensive bilateral 
arms treaty called New START. And experts 
suggest that if that deal were to become 
obsolete, it would all but guarantee a new 
arms race.

“If the [INF] treaty collapses, then the 
first new START treaty (signed in 2010) 
and the follow-on New START treaty will 
probably follow it into the dustbin of histo-
ry,” Aleksei Arbatov, a negotiator of the 

Demise of INF could threaten 
another, bigger missile treaty

(Continued on page 3)

(Continued on page 6)
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1994 START I treaty, said in a commentary 
for the Carnegie Moscow Center. 

Signed in 2010 in Prague by U.S. 
President Barack Obama and then-Russian 
President Dmitry Medvedev, New START 
built on the original START I by effectively 
halving the number of strategic nuclear 
warheads and launchers the two countries 
could possess. In February, each country 
announced it was in compliance.

Though the treaty is due to expire in 
2021, the two sides could agree to extend it 
for another five years.

From Moscow’s side, there is interest. 
During their meeting in July, President 
Vladimir Putin suggested to Mr. Trump that 
they extend the pact. From Washington’s 
side, it’s unclear if there is any interest in 
doing so. 

“If the INF treaty goes under, as appears 
likely, and New START is allowed to expire 
with nothing to replace it, there will no ver-
ifiable limits on U.S. and Russian nuclear 
forces for the first time since the early 
1970s,” says Kingston Reif, a nuclear ana-
lyst at the Arms Control Association, a 
Washington think tank. “The risk of uncon-
strained U.S.-Russian nuclear competition, 
and even more fraught relations, would 
grow.”

After simmering quietly in classified 
intelligence discussions, the INF dispute 
moved to the front burner in 2014 when 
the U.S. State Department formally accused 
Russia of violating the treaty by developing 
a ground-launched cruise missile with a 
range that exceeded treaty limits.

Russia denied the accusations, even as 
Washington officials stepped up their accu-
sations in 2017, accusing Moscow of 
deploying the missile.

In November of that year, Christopher 
Ford, then a top White House arms control 
official, for the first time publicly identified 
the Russian missile in question as the 
9M729.

Mr. Trump has pushed the line that, if 
Russia is not adhering to the INF, then the 
U.S. won’t either.

Ahead of Mr. Bolton’s meeting with Mr. 
Putin on October 23, Kremlin spokesman 
Dmitry Peskov denied that Russia had vio-
lated the INF, saying that “Russia was and 
remains committed to this treaty’s provi-
sions.”

Following Mr. Bolton’s meeting with the 
Russian president amid two days of talks 
with Russian officials, the U.S. national-
security adviser downplayed suggestions 
that the demise of the INF treaty would 
undermine global stability. He pointed to 
the U.S. decision in 2002 to withdraw from 
another important arms control agree-
ment: the Anti-Ballistic Missile Treaty, also 
known as the ABM.

As a top arms control official in 
President George W. Bush’s administration, 
Mr. Bolton was a vocal advocate for pulling 
out of the ABM treaty.

“The reality is that the treaty is outmod-
ed, outdated, and being ignored by other 
countries,” Mr. Bolton said, referring to the 
INF agreement. “And that means exactly 
one country was constrained by the treaty” 
– the United States.

In an interview with the newspaper 
Kommersant published ahead of his arrival 
in Moscow, Mr. Bolton suggested that 

Trump administration officials didn’t see 
any urgency in deciding New START’s fate.

“I’m a veteran arms control negotiator 
myself, and I can tell you that many, many 
of the key decisions are made late in the 
negotiations anyway, so I don’t feel that 
we’re pressed for time,” Mr. Bolton said.

“One of the points we thought was 
important was to resolve the INF issue first, 
so we knew what the lay of the land was on 
the strategic-weapon side. So, we’re talking 
about it internally.... We’re trying to be open 
about different aspects of looking at New 
START and other arms control issues as 
well,” he said.

All indications to date are that the 
Trump administration is lukewarm at best 
on the need to extend New START. When 
the administration in February released its 
Nuclear Posture Review – a policy-planning 
document laying out the circumstances 
under which the United States would use 
its nuclear arsenal – there was no mention 
of extending the treaty until 2026.

Losing either one of these agreements 
would be highly detrimental; without both, 
there will be “no arms control constraints 
on nuclear forces, which will exacerbate 
today’s already high risks.”

 In testimony last month before the 
Senate Foreign Relations Committee, David 
Trachtenberg, the deputy U.S. undersecre-
tary of defense for policy, said the adminis-
tration’s review of whether to extend New 
START was ongoing.

Matthew Bunn, who oversees the 
Project On Managing the Atom at Harvard 
University’s Kennedy School, suggests that 
instead of pulling out of the INF, the Trump 
administration should push for a bigger 
deal that includes not only dismantling the 

Russian missile in question but also extend-
ing New START and ensuring it covers the 
new generation of Russian weaponry 
under development.

“Letting the whole structure of nuclear 
arms control collapse would bring the 
world closer to the nuclear brink, roil U.S. 
alliances, and undermine the global effort 
to stem the spread of nuclear weapons,” he 
said.

“Both sides are now complying with 
New START and benefit mutually from its 
limits, verification and the predictability – 
all the more so while the viability of INF is 
in question,” Ernest Moniz, U.S. energy sec-
retary under Obama, and Sam Nunn, a for-
mer Republican senator and arms control 
advocate, wrote in an op-ed article. “Losing 
either one of these agreements would be 
highly detrimental; without both, there will 
be no arms control constraints on nuclear 
forces, which will exacerbate today’s 
already high risks.”

Ford and other U.S. officials had already 
signaled that the United States was moving 
more aggressively to push back on the 
alleged Russian missile deployment.

Asked whether Washington planned to 
develop and deploy its own intermediate-
range missiles – similar to what happened 
in the 1980s before the INF treaty was 
signed – Mr. Bolton said the Trump admin-
istration “was a long way” from that point.

Still, the prospect prompted the 
European Union’s foreign office to release a 
statement that criticized both Washington 
and Moscow.

“The world doesn’t need a new arms 
race that would benefit no one and on the 
contrary would bring even more instabili-
ty,” it said.

(Continued from page 2)

Demise of INF...

European Union court denies
Firtash escape from justice

European Parliament urges tough stand 
on Russia over Azov Sea ‘blockade’

by Mark Raczkiewycz

KYIV – A European Union court in 
Luxembourg denied Ukrainian oligarch 
Dmytro Firtash the right to escape legal 
jurisdiction in Austria where he faces 
extradition to the U.S. on corruption 
charges.

The EU Court of Justice ruled on 
October 24 that his legal dispute, based on 
human rights and freedoms charters, 
doesn’t have cause. Mr. Firtash, 53, had 
attached his name to an existing case 
whereby three businessman were chal-
lenging whether they could be tried in the 
EU if the charges against them had origi-
nated in Switzerland, a non-EU state.

“The court today decided that the rele-
vant Austrian rules are compatible with 
EU legislation,” the EU Court of Justice’s 
spokesperson told the TSN channel. “This 
means that since EU laws are enforced in 
this case, the Austrian Supreme Court is 
not obliged to repeat the hearings of the 
persons in question, and as a result the 
Austrian authorities can continue actions 
on crimes that are suspected to have been 
committed in Switzerland.”

Mr. Firtash’s lawyers also issued an 
exclusive statement to Interfax and 
Ukrainian News, the latter of which is 
owned by the businessman.

“The ruling of the European Court of 
Justice…does not alter the legal situation 
of our client Dmitry Firtash,” the state-
ment read. “Following the decision of the 
Court of Justice of the EU, it is now expect-
ed that the petition of our client, pending 
before the Austrian Supreme Court, will 
commence…In conclusion, we remain 
strongly convinced of our client’s legal 

position and by the success of our appeal.”
The EU court ruling paves the way for 

the Austrian Supreme Court to hear Mr. 
Firtash’s appeal to challenge his extradi-
tion to the U.S. where a federal court in 
Chicago wants to try him. He is suspected 
of attempting to bribe Indian officials with 
$18.5 million to receive titanium produc-
tion permits in a deal that involved air-
craft manufacturing giant Boeing.

Mr. Firtash has vehemently denied the 
charges and has maintained his prosecu-
tion is an American political vendetta.

He made his fortune in the natural gas 
business by importing the blue fuel from 
Turkmenistan and Russia to Ukraine, 
often while monopolizing its supply to the 
country. He also moved into the nitrogen 
fertilizer by buying four plants in Ukraine 
that was mostly financed by Russian state-
controlled banks.

After initially winning the first extradi-
tion case in Austria in 2015 after his 
arrest a year earlier, Mr. Firtash lost the 
appeal in February that was initiated by 
Austrian prosecutors. He subsequently 
challenged the ruling with the Supreme 
Court.

It in turn decided to wait for the EU 
Court of Justice’s ruling on Mr. Firtash’s 
case before considering the appeal.

If it rules against Mr. Firtash, the justice 
minister would have to sign off on the 
Supreme Court decision before the 
Ukrainian businessman’s extradition is 
final.

He has hired a top-flight legal team. It 
consists of former U.S. Attorney General 
Dan Webb, Lanny Davis and ex-U.S. 
Secretary of Homeland Security Michael 
Chertoff.

RFE/RL

BRUSSELS – The European Parliament 
has urged EU states to make clear to Russia 
that it will face tougher measures if it inten-
sifies its “de facto blockade” of internation-
al shipping in the Sea of Azov.

A nonbinding resolution passed on 
October 25 called on EU member states to 
warn Moscow “that the targeted sanctions 
against Russia will be reinforced” if it fur-
ther escalates actions it labeled as a “viola-
tion of Ukraine’s sovereignty.”

The Parliament “deplores excessive 
actions of the Russian Federation in the Sea 
of Azov as far as they breach the interna-
tional maritime law and Russia’s own inter-
national commitments,” the resolution said.

It said it condemned “the excessive stop-
ping and inspection of commercial vessels, 
including both Ukrainian ships and those 
with flags of third party states, including 
ships under flags of various EU member 
states.”

The dispute stems from Moscow’s con-
struction of a 19-kilometer bridge over the 
Kerch Strait from Russia’s Krasnodar Krai 
to Crimea’s eastern end in 2016 – two 
years after Russia seized control and 
annexed the Ukrainian peninsula in a move 
that led to a series of sanctions against 
Moscow by the West.

The United States and the EU assailed 
the construction of the bridge, accusing 
Russia of impeding international shipping 
in the Sea of Azov by limiting the size of 
ships that can transit the Kerch Strait. The 
strait is the only path to reach Ukraine’s 
territorial waters in the Sea of Azov from 
the Black Sea.

The European Parl iament also 
expressed concern over the involvement of 
European companies in the construction of 

the bridge. It called on the European 
Commission “to assess and verify the appli-
cation of the EU restrictive measures in 
force and on the member states to share 
information regarding any national cus-
toms or criminal investigations into cases 
of potential violations.”

The Parliament said it was instructing its 
president to forward the resolution to the 
EU member states, the European Council, 
the European Commission, the Organization 
for Security and Cooperation in Europe 
(OSCE), NATO, the Ukrainian government 
and parliament, and the president, parlia-
ment, and government of Russia.

The office of Ukrainian President Petro 
Poroshenko praised the EU Parliament 
statement and assailed the “Kremlin’s 
aggressive actions in the Sea of Azov and 
the Kerch Strait.”

“The Russian aggressor must under-
stand that all his actions in violation of 
international law and bilateral agreements 
will continue to receive a strong and ade-
quate response from the democratic com-
munity,” the statement said.

“The European Union, together with 
Ukraine, will resist the creeping annexation 
of the Sea of Azov by Russia and violation 
of the freedom of navigation,” it added.

In mid-May, following the bridge’s comple-
tion, Russia reportedly moved naval vessels, 
including warships from its Caspian Flotilla, 
to the Sea of Azov, citing a need for stepped-
up security around the new structure.

Since then, Russia has detained more 
than 148 Ukrainian and foreign merchant 
ships – many of them more than once – and 
interrogated their crew members, 
Ukrainian officials, port authorities, local 
shipping companies, and experts told RFE/
RL. (With reporting by Rikard Jozwiak and 
Christopher Miller in Kyiv)
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Leadership workshop at America House strives to inspire Ukraine’s teenage girls
by Mark Raczkiewycz

KYIV – There was no shortage of role 
models who stood before several dozen 
teenage girls during a five-hour leadership 
workshop in the U.S. government-run 
America House on October 16. 

They were all successful and accom-
plished women who came to offer advice 
and guidance, share experience and facili-
tate brief leadership exercises. 

Organized jointly by Fulbright Ukraine 
and the Kyiv Committee of Chicago Sister 
Cities International (CSCI), the event gath-
ered some three dozen aspiring leaders age 
14-16. 

Its purpose was to emulate a week-long 
annual summit that Chicago hosts for its 28 
sister cities, including Kyiv, but condensed 
into a one-day event. The reason: Kyiv this 
year submitted the most applications (41) 
for the single slot that is allotted to each 
partner city, all of which “were so amazing,” 
said Leroy Allala, executive director of 
Chicago Sister Cities International. 

 “We hope to do future satellite events 
like this again and this isn’t my last visit to 
Ukraine,” he said, adding that 46,000 
Ukrainians reside in the Chicago metropoli-
tan area “not counting second- and third-
generation Ukrainians.”

Thus, the one-day leadership workshop 
was meant to show that each applicant is 
worthy of the program and that “there are 
no losers here,” said Vera Eliashevsky, co-
chair of the CSCI Kyiv Committee. 

Addressing the young crowd, the former 

Fortune 500 company executive told them 
that “you are inspiration to make this hap-
pen, …you’re [future] stupendous leaders 
with ambitions, dreams and goals for the 
future.”

Master of ceremonies Marta Kolomayets, 
a native Chicagoan who heads the U.S.-
funded Fulbright Ukraine educational and 
cultural exchange program, delivered the 
first message: “We’re all active and we want 
to change things.”

Motria Melnyk, a 2007 BridgeBuilder 

honoree as a teacher and education chair of 
the CSCI Kyiv committee, praised the group 
for sending in the most and best quality 
applications for the organization’s Global 
Youth Ambassadors Leadership summit. 

 “You showed risk in your belief that you 
could make change in your community, 
country and the world,” the educator said. 

A surprise guest was former First Lady 
Kateryna Yushchenko, a Chicago native 
who has spent more than half her life in 
Ukraine. 

She advised the group to “make plans, 
but take the opportunities that arise 
because you don’t know where they’re 
going to take you.” Afterwards, Ms. 
Yushchenko delivered the first workshop 
centered on key leadership attributes. 

Also present was U.S. Ambassador Marie 
Yovanovitch. She assured the group that 
they could do anything they want, whether 
“going to the moon, becoming a CEO or an 
ambassador like me, and I never thought I 
would become one.”

Relating to the young women present 
who were not selected in the highly compet-
itive field for the leadership summit in 
Chicago that brings together teens from that 
city and its sister cities, Ms. Yovanovitch 
mentioned how she also didn’t pass her first 
test to enter the diplomatic corps. 

Her message was that anything “is possi-
ble… if you battle through adversity… I 
passed the test after my second try because 
I found a way. Women in Ukraine have kept 
and preserved the culture, language and 
traditions, so you’ve inherited this leader-

ship role.”
Focusing on gender inequality in 

Ukrainian politics and business was Marta 
Farion, president of the Kyiv-Mohyla 
Foundation of America and former chair of 
the CSCI Kyiv committee. 

Also a native Chicagoan and well-known 
attorney, she stated that the majority of the 
nation’s higher educational student body 
comprises women, “but if you look at who 
the CEOs are, Parliament and government… 
that’s not the case.”

Indeed, only four of the 24 Ukrainian 
Cabinet members are women. Propor-
tionately, even fewer are in Parliament with 
12.5 percent being female. 

“Be prepared for competition, …learn to 
be assertive,” Ms. Farion said. Different 
standards apply to men and women, she 
added. “Men are admired for being ambi-
tious and having goals, but if a woman is, 
well, she’s a bitch,” Ms. Farion said. 

To address gender inequality, Ms. 
Eliashevsky, the current CSCI Kyiv commit-
tee chair, said that a program will be devel-
oped in the near future for this purpose. 

Towards the event’s end, Ukraine’s act-
ing Health Minister Dr. Ulana Suprun joined 
the group. She said people “expect so much 
from… the participating girls – our future 
depends on this rising generation.” 

Her advice to them? “Never be afraid of 
taking responsibility or making choices, be 
ready to face your own fears to defeat them, 
and stick to your principles, [and] do not 
compromise your values. For they define 
you,” she said. 

U.S. Ambassador Marie Yovanovitch (first row center) stands with participants of a women’s leadership workshop that was joint-
ly organized by the Kyiv Committee of Chicago Sister Cities International and Fulbright Ukraine at the America House in Kyiv 

on October 16. 

Mark Raczkiewycz

U.S. Ambassador Marie Yovanovitch holds a T-shirt that was presented to her by 
Leroy Allalla, executive director of Chicago Sister Cities International, and Vera 
Eliashevsky, the co-chair of the Kyiv Committee of Chicago Sister Cities 

International, at the America House in Kyiv on October 16. 

Dignity began. “It is because of the devoted 
and proactive work of our local communi-
ties, our organizations and indeed the entire 
united organized Ukrainian diaspora, that 
both the House of Representatives and U.S. 
Senate have passed significant resolutions 
and legislation in support of Ukraine,” Mr. 
Futey said. Prior to ceding the microphone 
to Mr. Poroshenko, Mr. Futey took the 
opportunity to have the assembled guests 
be the first to wish President Poroshenko a 
happy birthday, with the calendar having 
already switched to September 26 in Mr. 
Poroshenko’s native Ukraine.

President Poroshenko humbly accepted 
the warm birthday wishes, and expressed a 
sincere appreciation on behalf of the people 
of Ukraine for the efforts of the Ukrainian 
community in the U.S., specifically those 
which have directly led to a greater recog-

nition of the Holodomor of 1932-1933 as a 
genocide of the Ukrainian people. 

“We must tell the truth. The truth about 
the Holodomor. The horrible events of 
1932-1933 left a dreadful imprint in the 
Ukrainian soul,” said the president. “I great-
ly thank all of you who have made tremen-
dous efforts to ensure that now 12 states 
officially recognize this tragedy as a geno-
cide.” The president also specifically 
thanked the Ukrainian Congress Committee 
of America for its leadership in this regard.

President Poroshenko proceeded to per-
sonally bestow state honors upon several 
invited guests. Washington State Senator 
Mark Anthony Miloscia (R – Federal Way) 
was awarded the Order of Merit of Ukraine 
(“Orden Za Sluhy”) for his leadership in 
Washington State to recognize the Holodo-
mor as genocide against the Ukrainian peo-
ple. Home to the fifth largest Ukrainian 
American population in the United States, 
the Washington State Senate passed 
SR8663 “Remembering the Holodomor” in 

May of 2017.
Bestowed to women for “personal merits 

in state, production, scientific, educational, 
cultural, charity and other spheres of social 
activities,” the Order of Princess Olga 
(“Orden Kniahyni Olhy”) was presented by 
Mr. Poroshenko to the longtime curator and 
librarian of the Ukrainian Museum and 
Library of Stamford, Conn., Lubow Wolynetz.

President Poroshenko also presented 
the Order of Merit to Mr. Futey, for his many 
years of service promoting Ukraine both 
within and outside of the organized 
Ukrainian community he represents, as 
well as helping to strengthen U.S.-Ukrainian 
bilateral relations.

Following the presentation of awards, 
President Poroshenko, the First Lady, as 
well as Mr. Futey and Dr. Swistel, proceeded 
through the anteroom to view the new 
multilingual plaque (inscribed in English, 
Ukrainian, Hebrew, and Yiddish) unveiled 
on September 20, which honors Dr. 
Raphael Lemkin, the “father of the U.N. 

Genocide Convention,” on the 65th anniver-
sary of his New York City speech in which 
he explicitly acknowledged the Holodomor 
of 1932-1933 as the “Soviet genocide.” 

After a moment of silence was held, Mr. 
and Mrs. Poroshenko, Mr. Futey and Dr. 
Swistel all lit candles to honor the memory of 
the millions of innocent victims of the 
Holodomor. Earlier that month, the 
Ukrainian World Congress (UWC), together 
with its partners – the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of Ukraine, Ukrainian Institute of 
National Remembrance and the National 
“Holodomor Victims Memorial” Museum – 
launched the international action “Light a 
Candle of Remembrance!” to mark the 85th 
anniversary of the genocide of the Ukrainian 
people; over the following 85 days, a candle 
will be lit daily in a different part of the 
world uniting Ukrainians and friends of 
Ukraine in remembrance of the innocent vic-
tims of the genocidal policy of the Stalin 
regime, while raising awareness of the issues 
of human rights, respect and tolerance.

(Continued from page 1)

UCCA hosts...
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On October 9 at the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe (PACE), 
Russia suffered yet another loss, albeit one that did not get major headlines in this 
country. A Euromaidan Press headline read: “Russia loses battle for PACE: resolution 
allowing sanctions to be lifted fails vote.” Furthermore, an analysis by Yevropeiska 
Pravda (an information resource devoted to Ukraine’s international security and 
euro-integration) underscored that – for the first time ever – PACE delegates had 
begun to discuss whether Russia even has a place in that European body.

Readers may have noticed that in last week’s issue we published an open letter 
titled “Save the Council of Europe.” In that missive, well over 100 political leaders, 
experts, scholars, human rights activists and others called upon the Council of 
Europe to resist Russian attempts to force the Council of Europe to lift sanctions and 
return Russia to its Parliamentary Assembly without witnessing any change in 
Russia’s aggressive behavior, and war, against its neighbors.

“In response to Russia’s illegal annexation of the Crimea and military aggression 
in Eastern Ukraine the Council of Europe suspended the voting rights of the Russian 
delegation. In its turn, Russia has turned to blackmail, having suspended member-
ship fees to the Council of Europe and boycotting participation in the Parliamentary 
Assembly. In order to triumphantly return to the PACE in January next year without 
implementing demands contained in a number of PACE resolutions, Russia and its 
supporters decided to act by the principle: if you can not change the policy of the 
Council of Europe, change its rules,” the letter begins. What was at stake was the 
complete discreditation of the Council of Europe and the emasculation of PACE. 

A helpful explanation of what was going on at PACE was offered by the Ukrainian 
World Congress (UWC): “On 20 September 2018, the Committee on Rules of 
Procedures of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe adopted and 
tabled with the plenary assembly a draft resolution on the decision-making process 
concerning credentials and voting. [Editor’s note: It bore the innocuous-sounding 
title ‘Strengthening the decision-making process of the Parliamentary Assembly con-
cerning credentials and voting.’] These proposed amendments will make it more dif-
ficult to discipline the larger in number PACE delegations for unacceptable behavior. 
In addition, these proposed amendments come at a time when PACE will be consid-
ering whether to allow the Russian Federation to regain all of its rights despite its 
persistent and blatant violations of all PACE resolutions that call for the Russian 
Federation to de-occupy Crimea and end its military aggression against Ukraine.” 
Supporters of Ukraine were calling on PACE members to reject that draft resolution 
when it would be put to a vote during the plenary session on October 9 because, 
even though the resolution did not specifically refer to Russia, it clearly was 
designed to allow sanctions against the Russian delegation to be lifted.

Indeed, it was under Russia’s pressure that PACE had begun to reassess its own 
procedures. Russia, you see, after having its right to vote suspended, had stopped 
paying membership fees to the Council of Europe (its payments amount to 7 percent 
of the council’s budget), threatened to withdraw recognition of its official organs, 
such as the European Court of Human Rights, and threatened to completely with-
draw from PACE. Russia demanded that it be allowed to return to PACE without ful-
filling any of PACE’s demands. In effect, all should be forgotten and forgiven.

A debate at the Parliamentary Assembly brought forth such opinions as those of 
Angela Smith of Britain, who said Russia had played the blackmail game for too long. 
“I will not be intimidated. Such countries should not be in our ranks!” Thorhildur 
Sunna Ævarsdóttir of Iceland commented: “Maybe it’s time to part ways with the 
Russian delegation? This would be more honest. It would be right to discuss if 
Russia could be a member of this club in the first place, and this dialogue should be 
held at all levels in the Council of Europe.”

What ultimately happened during the October 9 session was that PACE delegates 
did not have enough votes to change PACE rules – a two-thirds majority was 
required. A failed vote would have killed the resolution that favored Russia’s posi-
tion, so rapporteur Petra de Sutter of Belgium proposed that debate be stopped, the 
discussion postponed until January, and the draft resolution referred back to com-
mittee. The vote was 99 in favor of the rapporteur’s proposal, with 79 votes against 
and 16 abstaining. 

The result is that Russia will remain under sanctions for at least another year. And 
that Russia has become more isolated, yet again, from Europe.

The Ukrainian Weekly

Fifty years ago, on November 1, 1968, Ukrainian communities 
around the world commemorated the 50th anniversary of the 
proclamation establishing the Western Ukrainian National 
Republic. Three months later, the western republic would join 
the Ukrainian National Republic in a move that reunited all 
Ukrainian lands in one sovereign state (known today as the Day 

of Unity of Ukraine or Sovereignty Day). This year marks the 100th anniversary.
In New York, observances were held on November 2-3, that included an informal meet-

ing of Ukrainian veterans (many of whom had served in the Ukrainian military at the 
time), as well as a divine liturgy at St. George Ukrainian Catholic Church, followed by a 
golden jubilee program at the Fashion Institute of Technology. Other anniversary events 
were held in Philadelphia, Chicago, Detroit, Syracuse, Newark, New Haven and others.

Presidential candidate Richard M. Nixon sent a telegram to Svoboda newspaper on the 
occasion, conveying greetings “to all who are participating in the 50th anniversary obser-
vance of the birth of the Western Ukrainian Republic. …May the day be near when all men 
enjoy the liberty which is theirs by birthright.”

Nov. 
1

1968

Turning the pages back...

by Paul Goble

Since 2014, there have been remarkable 
changes in the book publishing industry in 
Ukraine, Yuliya Orlova of Kharkiv’s Vivat 
Publishing says. It is now bringing out 
translations of books from the West more 
rapidly than Russian publishers are and, 
moreover, overwhelmingly publishing only 
in the Ukrainian language.

Those encouraging developments, Ms. 
Orlova tells Censor.net, are balanced, unfor-
tunately, by other less positive ones, includ-
ing a decline in size of print runs by about 
25 percent, widespread piracy and contra-
band, and the lack of a stable system of 
supporting library collections (censor.net.
ua/resonance/3081409/bylo_voodushev-
lenie_posle_vvedeniya_litsenzirovaniya_
rossiyiskih_knig_no_izza_piratstva_i_kon-
trabandy).

The Ukrainian government’s support for 
the Ukrainian language has played an enor-
mous role in the positive side of the ledger, 

the publisher says. Before 2014, publishers 
in Russia bought up the rights for 
Ukrainian as well as Russian translations, 
but then did not publish in Ukrainian. 

Now, that has changed. Ukrainian pub-
lishers are more active in international deals 
and insist on buying the Ukrainian rights, 
something that has helped ensure books are 
translated and published in Ukrainian as is 
now the case. But prices remain too high rel-
ative to income and print runs too low – 
4,000 on average compared to 10,000 in 
Germany and 3,000 in Latvia.

Another major change is that Ukrainian 
houses now publish as many as 95 percent 
of the titles on their lists only in Ukrainian. 
Before 2014, most published far more in 
Russian. Government policy has promoted 
this, but so too has reader interest. Russian-
language books now sell much less well 
than they did, Ms. Orlova notes.

She gives as an example a new book by 
Mustafa Dzhemilev. The Ukrainian-
language version quickly sold old, but 
stocks of the Russian-language one, despite 
expectations that Crimean Tatars would 
prefer a Russian version, remain unsold.

Another case involves the works of 
Nobel laureate Svetlana Alexievich. Her 
books have been translated into Ukrainian 
and are selling well, despite suggestions by 
some that they should be issued in the orig-
inal Russian. 

At the same time, Ms. Orlova says, “we 
have not ceased issuing books in Russian, 
but the print runs and assortment of books 
has been cut back.”

Ukrainian publishers now beating Russian ones
in bringing out translations of books from the West

(Continued on page 17)

Yet another loss for Russia

 WINDOW ON EURASIA

Paul Goble is a long-time specialist on 
ethnic and religious questions in Eurasia 
who has served in various capacities in the 
U.S. State Department, the Central 
Intelligence Agency and the International 
Broadcasting Bureau, as well as at the Voice 
of America and Radio Free Europe/Radio 
Liberty and the Carnegie Endowment for 
International Peace. The article above is 
reprinted with permission from his blog 
called “Window on Eurasia” (http://windo-
woneurasia2.blogspot.com/).

tions” had been decided in Moscow.
The European Union reacted swiftly, say-

ing that the planned elections “run con-
trary to the spirit and letter of the Minsk 
agreements, which have specific provisions 
regarding the organization of local elec-
tions in that region.” The statement rather 
euphemistically ends by saying that the EU 
“expects Russia in particular to make full 
use of its influence on the separatists in this 
regard.”

If Zakharchenko’s criminal background 
and machinations as DPR leader might 

occasionally have made him a little unpre-
dictable, neither he nor other militant lead-
ers ever took any major steps without 
instructions from Moscow. The Zakhar-
chenko death is being touted as justifica-
tion, but the elections were assuredly 
decided in Moscow. 

As in 2014, Moscow will also doubtless 
provide the pro-Kremlin “observers” who 
can be relied upon to praise their “demo-
cratic” nature. In November 2014, the reali-
ty proved so grossly perverted and condem-
nation from the West so unequivocal that at 
the last moment even Russia stopped short 
of recognizing their “outcome.” It remains 
unclear why Russia is pushing “elections” 
again now. 

(Continued from page 2)

Putin aide...

Given that the average monthly salary is 
less than $400, Mr. Groysman said this 
week that 7 million households, or nearly 
half the nation’s 42 million people, will 
receive subsidies for their new gas bills. 

Speaking on local ICTV channel on 
October 22, he said the government couldn’t 
raise prices to market level “because it is 
unacceptable for Ukrainian citizens,” 
regarding low household income levels. 

Mr. Groysman added that in the future 
“everything will depend on world prices for 
gas as a whole and on the import parity.”

Another lending pre-condition was to 
keep the nation’s GDP deficit at 2.3 percent 
in next year’s state budget. The Verkhovna 
Rada met the benchmark last week while 
voting for the financial plan in one of two 
required readings. 

“The legislative deadline for the second 
reading is Nov. 20, but it could be delayed,” 
the Dragon Capital note read. “The budget 

draft may also undergo substantial revisions 
between the first and second readings…”

Still, Ukraine’s long-term fiscal outlook 
remains stable, said credit worthiness 
agency S&P in a report on October 19. 

The agency said that its assumptions are 
based on Kyiv being able to draw on the 
$3.9 billion lending program, which has “a 
less demanding structural reform agenda” 
that should make it possible for “broad 
compliance with program requirements.”

In Kyiv-based investment bank Concorde 
Capital’s assessment, S&P’s statement is 
“supportive for the government’s intention 
to raise money from an international euro-
bond placement in the coming days.”

Ukraine is still Europe’s poorest country 
in GDP per capita terms. On that basis, each 
person’s economic output is worth almost 
$3,000 as part of a $128 billion economy, 
according to the latest IMF World Economic 
Outlook report that was released this month. 

Later this year the IMF management and 
executive board will decide whether to 
approve the new $3.9 billion agreement 
with Ukraine.

(Continued from page 1)

Ukraine set to...
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November was the ninth month in the 
ancient Roman calendar, taking its name 
from the Latin, “novem,” the number nine. 
Ukrainians have a much more descriptive 
name: “Lystopad” – falling leaves, a month 
that has political/historical significance 
stemming from age-old aspirations for 
national self-determination.

A thousand-plus years ago, Kyiv was the 
capital of a vast empire called Rus’. Three 
separate peoples – Ukrainians, Belarusians 
and Russians – trace their origin to that era. 
Over the centuries, Rus’ glory faded in the 
wake of invasions, changing political rule 
and borders being moved. Generation after 
generation, Ukrainians were repressed by 
foreign rule and the cruel social-economic 
system of serfdom. And yet, the culture was 
sustained, spawning as it did a legacy of 
resistance celebrated in the country’s 
national anthem “a brotherhood of Kozaks.”

The “1st of Lystopad,” significant for 
Ukrainians, is linked to an even more impor-
tant November date: Armistice Day, when 
the Allies and Germany ended the “Great 
War” whose centennial we commemorate: 
the 11th hour, of the 11th day, of the 
11th month in 1918. Svoboda, the flagship 
newspaper of the Ukrainian National 
Association, had a banner headline the next 
day: КОНЕЦЬ ВІЙНИ (End of the War). 

Looking back, the war made no sense for 
anyone, but it was particularly senseless for 
Ukrainians, Poles and other peoples in a 
Europe carved into empires, their borders 
set and reset, aggrandizing dynastic families, 
enriching the ruling class and arbitrarily 
dividing nationalities. When war broke out 
in July 1914, Transcarpathia and Galicia 
were in the Austro-Hungarian Empire, and 
their inhabitants were subjects of Kaiser 
Francis Joseph. Viennese bureaucrats 
dubbed them “Ruthenians,” the German ren-
dition of “Rusyns,” an appellation surviving 
centuries after the fall of the Rus’ Empire. 
Inspired by Taras Shevchenko, nationally 
conscious folks called themselves 
“Ukrainians,” also an ancient appellation, 
which distinguished them from “Russians.” 

Both our parents were born in the east-
ernmost region of the Austrian Empire. You 
could walk from our father’s Galician town of 
Mosty Velyki to the border with Russia and 
back home in less than a day. Ukrainians 
were “Rusyns” in the west; across the border 
to the east, they were “Little Russians,” sub-
jects of Tsar Nicholas II. Either side was just 
two generations separated from slavery. 

If you were a male in your late teens or 
20s in July 1914 you were mobilized (yet 
another form of slavery). You could be a 
student, schoolteacher, farmer, shopkeeper 
today and then tomorrow be ordered to 
report for military service, marching to the 
front a week later. According to family lore, 
one of our father’s uncles romantically 
strewed flowers on his bride as she woke 
the morning after their wedding. He died in 
the first weeks of combat.

Who killed him? It could have been any-
one, just as he might have killed someone 
else. Perhaps a fellow Ukrainian. They were 
on both sides. 

The war was greeted with enthusiasm, 
with victory promised by Christmas. That 
didn’t happen. Casualties mounted into the 
millions as leaders sacrificed more and 
more young men, if only to justify the 
deaths of those already gone. At the home 
front, privation grew even as grief became 
unbearable. And for what?

Certainly nothing that would have bene-

fited Ukraine – on the contrary. Years ago, an 
elderly Ukrainian military veteran recount-
ed how half a year into the conflict homesick 
Ukrainian soldiers on either side of the front 
sang “koliady” (carols) on January 6, 1915 – 
Christmas Eve according to the traditional 
Julian calendar – and then in the morning 
went back to killing each other.

How is it, Ukrainian leaders in the 
Russian and Austrian empires asked them-
selves, that our young men are killing each 
other when we have no stake and no inter-
est in the outcome? Because, they conclud-
ed, Ukrainians don’t have a country of their 
own. And that became the goal on both 
sides of the military divide: independence. 

Less than a month into the war, Ukrainian 
civic leaders in Galicia organized the Union 
for the Liberation of Ukraine, pledging sup-
port for Austria’s war effort even as they 
looked to the conflict as an opportunity for 
eventual statehood. Austria went along 
because it needed nationalities to support 
the empire and, frankly, wanted Ruthenians 
(and other peoples) to serve as cannon fod-
der. As for Russia, the empire chose oppres-
sion, closing Ukrainian newspapers, re-insti-
tuting the language ban, arresting leaders 
and drafting men into the army. Three years 
later, in February 1917, disgusted by the 
pointless sacrifice at the front and hardship 
at home, the Russian Empire erupted in rev-
olution. Two weeks after the tsar abdicated 
in March, Ukrainians in Kyiv established the 
Ukrainian Central Rada and in January 1918 
declared independence. 

Austria remained in the war until the fall, 
when that empire also unraveled. 
Anticipating a time when Ukraine would 
need an army, young military leaders had 
formed a unit within the Austrian force – the 
Ukrainian Sich Riflemen – also within the first 
weeks of the war. Four years later, in the early 
hours of November 1, a couple thousand of 
them in Lviv seized control of city hall, the 
telegraph station and other strategic points, 
raised the blue-and-yellow flag and declared 
independence for Western Ukraine.  In his 
unpublished memoirs my uncle Yuriy relates 
how our grandfather told his sons a few days 
later that they were no longer Rusyns; they 
were Ukrainians now, in a country of their 
own. Two and a half months later, the 
Western Ukrainian National Republic joined 
the independent Ukrainian republic in Kyiv. 
Years of fighting ensued against and among 
Bolsheviks, Russian Whites, Poles, and vari-
ous Ukrainian factions, and independence 
was denied for another 75 years. 

And yet, the efforts of activists in Kyiv 
and Lviv, having adopted the ancient tryzub 
(trident) from the glory days of ancient 
Rus’, were lodestones for Ukrainian aspira-
tions every year. They were ultimately real-
ized in 1991.

Allow me a personal note. From the mid-
1950s, our family attended a requiem ser-
vice on the evening of October 31 for the 
fallen of Lystopad. Which meant, we missed 
Halloween. That spawned a revolution of 
our own, laying bare the divide between 
our American and Ukrainian identities. 
After a couple of years, my brothers and I 
jettisoned the requiem and got to go door 
to door for candy. Why not? The heroes of 
that era were fighting for freedom. May 
they rest in peace and may their memory 
be eternal. Glory to Ukraine! 

“Lystopad” – November 1, 1918

 PERSPECTIVES
  by Andrew Fedynsky

Andrew Fedynsky’s e-mail address is  
afedynsky@gmail.com

 NEWS AND VIEWS

by Doris Duzyj

In 2016, Michigan Gov. Rick Snyder 
signed legislation mandating the teaching 
of genocide in all public schools in the state 
of Michigan. As a result, the Governor’s 
Council on Genocide – a 15 member coun-
cil appointed by the governor for a two-
year period to create lesson plans and an 
informational website – was created. 

The council is composed of 10 members 
of the Jewish community and five members 
of the Armenian community. Vera 
Andrushkiw, Olenka Danylyuk and this 
writer, all members of the Detroit 
U k ra i n i a n  A m e r i c a n  H o l o d o m o r 
Committee, have been attending all council 
meetings held at the Holocaust Center in 
Farmington Hills. 

Our presence, unfortunately, was only as 
audience participants, but to date we have 
made inroads with council members to 
ensure that the Ukrainian Holodomor was 
included wherever possible. Images of the 
Ukrainian famine, as well as links to 
resource materials, were provided for the 
council’s website. We have also attended 
many of the Governor’s Council-sponsored 
seminars on genocide, both at the 
Holocaust Center and the St. John’s 
Armenian Church complex in Southfield. 

In the spring of this year, the Michigan 
Council of Social Studies held its annual 
state conference at  the Macomb 
Intermediate School District in Clinton 
Township. There, Vera Andrushkiw, Maria 
Zarecky and I met with Sean O’Grady, social 
studies consultant for all of Macomb 
County. Mr. O’Grady expressed great inter-
est in getting our information into the 
hands of teachers in the 21 school districts 
he oversees. Future workshops are 
planned. 

Also earlier in the year, the Michigan 
Department of Education (MDE), in con-
junction with the ACLU, invited several 
groups of minorities to workshops in Ann 
Arbor. The objective was to instruct partici-
pants to create lesson plans for “EduPath,” 
a teacher online resource, aligned with the 
Social Studies standards and benchmarks. 
The new C-3 (College, Career & Civics) 
Curriculum is inquiry-based, with students 
learning through the use of compelling and 
supporting questions. Our Holodomor 
committee has diligently been working on 
teaching units that will provide Michigan 
teachers with historical data, maps, charts, 
online resources, images, oral histories, 
books, film and video resources about the 
Holodomor. The MDE, so far, has been 
impressed with the “incredible” amount of 
information available on the Ukrainian 

Famine. Our lesson plans are now finished 
and submitted – a huge endeavor success-
fully completed.

Every 10 years, public school curriculum 
in our state is reviewed and revised. This 
year, the Michigan Department of 
Education began the process of revising the 
K-12 socia l  s tudies  curr iculum. 
Approximately 30 pages were deleted from 
the existing curricula by a politically moti-
vated “focus group.” In the process, the 
Ukrainian Genocide was removed from the 
“7.1.3 Twentieth Century Genocides” sec-
tion. Local Ukrainians were urged to con-
tact their legislators to encourage the 
Department of Education to intervene to 
correct this major error, especially in light 
of the governor’s mandate of 2016. 

Both Sen. Steve Bieda and Rep. Patrick 
Green wrote every member of the State 
Board of Education on our behalf to resolve 
this unacceptable development in the new 
Social Studies curriculum. We are deeply 
indebted to them for their tremendous sup-
port of the Ukrainian community. As a 
result, the MDE is creating a new work 
force to revisit the curriculum and promis-
es to take all the public comments under 
advisement.

Plans are coming to fruition for the 
Holodomor commemorations in November 
in the Detroit area. 

On November 4, the Ukrainian American 
Archives and Museum is hosting an exhibit 
and ceremony, “Light a Candle” at 1-4 at 
their new location in Hamtramck. 

On November 15, a special Holodomor 
commemoration film event will be held at 
the Detroit Film Theater at the Detroit 
Institute of Arts. A reception at 5:30 p.m. in 
the Crystal Gallery will precede the films, 
Dr. Borys Buniak’s “When We Starve” and 
George Mendeluk’s “Bitter Harvest,” to 
begin at 6:30 p.m. Admission is free. Due to 
its educational content, the Detroit 
Institute of Arts will be contacting all dis-
tricts in Macomb, Oakland and Wayne 
counties about our event. 

Our small committee in the Detroit area 
is made up of selfless, dedicated Ukrainian 
women who are compelled to inform the 
world and its younger citizens about the 
immoral deeds of the past and the warning 
signs of genocide for the future. These 
crimes against humanity must come to an 
end, but it is only through the educational 
process that we can begin to understand 
the stages that bring these atrocities to frui-
tion. Genocide, never again.

Doris Duzyj is a retired social studies con-
tent specialist with Warren Consolidated 
Schools in Warren, Mich.

Update from Detroit Holodomor Committee

Moscow’s international isolation as chronic 
abuser of human rights, for interfering in 
foreign elections, waging cyber warfare on 
states and carrying out assassinations 
domestically and in foreign countries of its 
perceived enemies. 

More than 70 Ukrainian political prison-
ers are incarcerated on trumped up charg-
es either in Russia or in the occupied 
Ukrainian territories of Crimea and parts of 
Donbas where the two of the country’s 
easternmost regions lie. 

Mr. Sentsov, 42, was arrested by Russian 
occupying authorities in May 2014 and 
subsequently convicted on so-called terror-
ist charges. He was given a 20-year prison 
sentence in a northern Russian penal colo-
ny. 

He went on hunger strike from mid-May 
until October 6. He ended it after he was 
threatened with being force fed. 

“By awarding him the Sakharov Prize, the 
European Parliament is expressing its soli-
darity with him and his cause. We ask that 
he be released immediately,” Mr. Tajani 
added. “His struggle reminds us that it is our 
duty to defend human rights everywhere in 
the world and in all circumstances.”

(Continued from page 1)

Ukrainian political...

Visit our archive online: www.ukrweekly.com
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Ukraine in Congress: A century of U.S. congressional support for Ukraine
by Orest Deychakiwsky

PART II
Post-Maidan: 2014-2018

Not surprisingly, Congress began to pay 
even more attention to Ukraine during the 
Euro-Maidan Revolution of Dignity, with 
several high-profile visits by senators to the 
Maidan and with the passage of resolutions 
both in the House and Senate in early 2014. 
These resolutions supported the Ukrainian 
people’s aspirations for freedom and 
democracy, and called for consideration of 
sanctions against those responsible for the 
use of force against peaceful demonstrators.

Congress’s focus on Ukraine expanded 
further following Russia’s flagrant violation 
of international norms with the illegal 
occupation of Crimea and aggression in the 
Donbas. Congressional efforts have cen-
tered on three main pillars: military/secu-
rity assistance, both lethal and non-lethal; 
sanctions against Russia and its Ukrainian 
colluders; and economic and technical 
assistance for Ukraine. This activity was 
especially intensive in 2014-2015.

How has Congressional activity mani-
fested itself since Russia’s invasion? Never 
have we seen more statements, press 
releases, letters to administration officials, 
hearings, briefings and meetings with visit-
ing Ukrainian officials than since the begin-
ning of 2014. Never have so many mem-
bers of Congress, especially senators, visit-
ed Ukraine, especially in 2014 and 2015 – 
during the most acute phase of the war. 
Never have there been so many public 
hearings on Ukraine, especially in the 
Senate Foreign Relations Committee, which 
plays an especially key role in U.S. policy 
towards Ukraine. Never have there been as 
many media appearances by senators and 
representatives about Ukraine, in this case 
regarding Russian aggression. Never has 
there been as much interaction between 
members of Congress (by which I mean both 
the Senate and House of Representatives) 
and the executive branch on Ukraine and 
congressional pressure on the administra-
tion for a more assertive U.S. policy to coun-
ter Russia’s aggression. 

And let us recall President Petro 
Poroshenko’s address to a joint session of 
Congress in September 2014 – a relatively 
rare occurrence by a foreign leader and one 
that was extremely favorably received by 
Congress. Also noteworthy is that this was 
the second appearance by a Ukrainian presi-
dent before Congress within a decade, the 
earlier one being President Victor 
Yushchenko’s in April 2005. In this, Ukraine 
joins a very small, select group of America’s 
friends and allies who have had more than 
one leader speak, much less within a decade.

With the war, a greater number of con-
gressional institutions began paying more 
serious attention to Ukraine. Before 2014, it 
had been the Helsinki Commission and the 
Congressional Ukrainian Caucus that had 
historically displayed the greatest level of 
activity with respect to Ukraine, albeit in 
different ways, reflecting their different 
structures and mandates. The House and 
Senate Appropriations Committee subcom-
mittees that were responsible for financial 
assistance to Ukraine also played an essen-

tial role. With the Russian occupation of 
Crimea, the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee in particular and the House 
Foreign Affairs Committee stepped up their 
level of activity on Ukraine to an unprece-
dented degree, both reflecting and encour-
aging Ukraine’s ascent as one of the top U.S. 
foreign policy priorities. 

Because of Russia’s military aggression, 
other committees such as the Senate and 
House Armed Services committees also 
greatly increased their engagement on 
Ukraine. At the same time, the Helsinki 
Commission and the House Ukrainian 
Caucus remained active. In February 2015, 
a Senate Ukraine Caucus chaired by 
Senators Rob Portman (R-Ohio) and Dick 
Durbin (D-Ill.) was inaugurated. This cau-
cus has remained actively engaged with 
respect to Ukraine, especially on military/
security issues. An important point to keep 
in mind is that members of the Helsinki 
Commission and the House and Senate 
Ukraine Caucuses are often also key mem-
bers of other committees that focus on 
Ukraine, which has often helped enhance 
their work in those committees.

Congressional involvement has also 
manifested itself in the international arena, 
for instance, at the NATO Parliamentary 
Assembly or the 56-country OSCE 
Parliamentary Assembly (OSCE PA). To cite 
one example, at the OSCE Parliamentary 
Assembly meeting held in Baku in 2014, a 
resolution was introduced by Helsinki 
Commission Chairman Sen. Ben Cardin 
(D-Md.) on Russia’s violation of interna-
tional commitments by its annexation of 
Crimea and direct support of armed con-
flict in Ukraine. It was adopted by a 3-1 
margin, despite fierce Russian opposition. 
The U.S. has strongly supported subsequent 
resolutions by Canada and Ukraine follow-
ing up on and expanding the original 2014 
resolution. It should also be noted that 
members of Congress, and especially 
Helsinki Commission staff, have observed 
virtually every national election in Ukraine 
since 1990, most often as members of the 
OSCE PA missions.

The most concrete manifestation of con-
gressional activity on Ukraine has been leg-
islation, most notably the two public laws 
signed by the president in 2014 – both 
received strong bipartisan support, some-
thing that has not been the norm in recent 
years given the highly charged partisan 
environment. 

On April 3, 2014, soon after Russia’s 
invasion, President Barack Obama signed 
into law the Support for the Sovereignty, 
Integrity, Democracy and Economic 
Stability of Ukraine Act of 2014. This legis-
lation authorized aid to help Ukraine carry 
out reforms; authorized security assistance 
to Ukraine and other Central and Eastern 
European countries; and required the pres-
ident to impose visa bans and asset sei-
zures against persons in Ukraine and 
Russia responsible for violence or under-
mining Ukraine’s territorial integrity. He 
also signed into law a bill requiring Radio 
Free Europe Radio Liberty and Voice of 
America to increase broadcasting to east-
ern Ukraine and Crimea. 

Nine months later, on December 18, 
2014, President Obama signed the Ukraine 
Freedom Support Act, permitting the presi-

dent to impose sanctions on Russian 
defense, energy and other firms and foreign 
persons. The act also authorized increased 
military, economic, energy and democracy 
assistance for Ukraine as well as increased 
funding for U.S. Russian-language broad-
casting to the region.

It is an exceedingly rare occurrence in the 
U.S. Congress to have two major pieces of 
legislation devoted to just one country with-
in nine months. One point of context for 
those not familiar with the workings of 
Congress: the vast majority of legislation 
that is introduced never becomes law. That 
which does often takes months and years to 
wind its way through the legislative process. 
Legislation first must pass both chambers of 
Congress, the House and the Senate, in order 
to be signed into law by the president. 

The passage of the aforementioned two 
bills – both of which were initiated in the 
Senate – was an impressive and relatively 
rare display of bipartisanship in both the 
House and Senate. It was a strong manifes-
tation of the support of the American peo-
ple, through their elected representatives, 
for Ukraine. Furthermore, there have been 
numerous resolutions (which express the 
sense of the Congress on an issue) support-
ing Ukraine’s sovereignty and territorial 
integrity. There are also examples of bills on 
Ukraine that have passed one chamber of 
Congress but not the other. This is not 
because one chamber is necessarily more 
pro-Ukrainian than the other, but rather it is 
the function of the complexities of the legis-
lative process. Passing legislation in any 
democracy is not a straightforward process 
and becomes even more challenging when 
there is a bicameral legislature, as there is in 
the U.S. Congress. One example of this was 
the Stand for Ukraine Act of 2016, which 
passed the House but not the Senate. 

Having legislation enacted into law by it 
passing both houses of Congress and being 
signed by the president is very significant, 
but it is not always enough. The executive 
branch has to execute the laws. There have 
been times and reasons why administra-
tions have not fully or enthusiastically 
enforced laws, including on occasion those 
enacted  in  support  o f  Ukra ine . 
Nevertheless – and critically, in Ukraine’s 
case – members of Congress have contin-
ued to press administrations for actions, to 
execute the laws fully.

While the vast majority of legislation 
introduced doesn’t become law, the mere 
introduction of a bill or resolution often is of 
value. Indeed, every kind of congressional 
activity matters – hearings, briefings, state-
ments in the Congressional Record, press 
releases and press conferences, congressio-
nal appearances in the media or at public 
events, meetings, letters to the White House/
administration. They have numbered in the 
many, many hundreds since 2014. All are 
vehicles in conveying congressional interest 
and concern to involved parties. They are 
also essential in underscoring Congress’s 
interest in Ukraine with the executive 
branch. Indeed, the interaction between 
Congress and the executive branch on 
Ukraine has helped to inform and encourage 
the administration to take more robust poli-
cies in support of Ukraine. While this has 
been a pattern over the course of the last 
century, it has been especially evident in the 
last four years – whether it be Congress 
pressing President Obama on lethal weapons 
or President Donald Trump on sanctions. 

Language from bills or resolutions that 
are introduced often finds its way into larg-
er legislation, including as part of larger 
bills that authorize or appropriate assis-
tance. One example is the inclusion of spe-
cific language on Ukraine in the massive 
National Defense Authorization Act 
(NDAA). For 2019, it authorizes the alloca-

tion to the Defense Department of $250 
million for security assistance to Ukraine, 
including $50 million for lethal weapons. 
This NDAA also includes major clauses 
from the  Ukraine  Cybersecuri ty 
Cooperation Act, which passed the House 
earlier this year. There has often been lan-
guage on Ukraine in much more massive, 
comprehensive bills that fund the entire 
U.S. government budget. U.S. bilateral assis-
tance to Ukraine alone, of all kinds – includ-
ing military/security, economic, democracy 
building, health and environment – has 
totaled an estimated $8 billion since 1991.

Perhaps the most significant non-fund-
ing bill on Ukraine in the last couple of 
years has been the Countering American 
Adversaries’ Through Sanctions Act 
(CAATSA). This legislation was overwhelm-
ingly adopted on a bipartisan basis and 
signed, albeit reluctantly, by President 
Trump in August 2017. Much of CAATSA is 
targeted at sanctioning Russia for its elec-
tion interference and other attempts to 
undermine American democracy. But it 
also includes a very strong Ukraine compo-
nent with many references to Ukraine. It 
codifies six executive orders signed by 
President Obama in response to Russia’s 
aggressive actions in Ukraine, many of 
which had been called for but not mandat-
ed in Congress via previous legislation. 
These provisions targeted Russia’s financial 
services, and energy, defense and other sec-
tors, thereby preventing any president 
from revoking them without congressional 
consent. Among other things, CAATSA also 
authorizes energy security and other assis-
tance to Ukraine and asserts a policy of 
non-recognition of Russia’s annexation of 
Crimea. Much of the language in CAATSA 
on Ukraine had been in other proposed leg-
islation authored by Sens. Ben Cardin and 
John McCain (R-Ariz.) but was folded into 
this more comprehensive legislation.

Informing Congress and outside  
advocacy

An important, though far from sole, fac-
tor encouraging congressional interest in 
Ukraine, has been advocacy by the 
Ukrainian American community and other 
numerous friends of Ukraine, particularly 
in Washington. 

Congress is the branch of government 
closest to the people. In contrast with the 
pre-independence era, when the Ukrainian 
American community was almost exclu-
sively the outside driver of Congressional 
support, since independence, there are 
many NGOs with involvement in Ukraine 
that encourage congressional support for 
Ukraine’s security, democracy and the rule 
of law. Indeed, a whole network of authori-
tative, pro-Ukrainian NGOs, think-tanks and 
former government officials exists that is 
respected and listened to by members of 
Congress and their staffs. 

Among the most consistently active of 
these over the years have been Washington-
based NGOs such as the International 
Republican Institute (IRI), the National 
Democratic Institute (NDI) and the National 
Endowment for Democracy (NED). Many 
prominent Washington think-tanks have 
also been involved with Ukraine over the 
decades – at times more intensively, at 
times less so. The Atlantic Council has been 
especially dynamic since 2014. 

Nevertheless, the role of the Ukrainian 
American community remains crucial. 
Advocacy work on behalf of Ukraine in 
Congress has also expanded since 2013. 
This advocacy has ebbed and flowed. It pre-
viously peaked in the decade leading up to 
the fall of the Soviet Union – with its focus 
on human rights, political prisoners and 

Orest Deychakiwsky worked at the Commission on Security and Cooperation in Europe 
(the U.S. Helsinki Commission), a U.S. government agency composed mostly of U.S. senators 
and House members, from 1981-2017. His many responsibilities throughout his more than 
35 years of service included Ukraine. He served as a member of numerous official U.S. dele-
gations to the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (and its predecessor, the 
Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe (CSCE), and was an OSCE election 
observer in Ukraine and other countries.

He currently serves as vice-chair of the Board of Directors of the U.S.-Ukraine Foundation, 
on the Advisory Board of the U.S.-Ukraine Business Council and writes a monthly column for 
The Ukrainian Weekly called “Washington in Focus.” (Continued on page 18)
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 CANDLE of REMEMBRANCE

TORONTO – On September 1, the Ukrainian World 
Congress (UWC) together with its partners, the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs of Ukraine, Ukrainian Institute of National 
Remembrance and National Museum “Holodomor Victims 
Memorial,” launched the international action “Light a 
Candle of Remembrance” to mark the 85th anniversary of 
the genocidal Holodomor of 1932-1933.

Throughout 85 days until International Holodomor 
Memorial Day on November 24, candles are lit daily in a 
different part of the world, uniting Ukrainians and friends 
of Ukraine in remembrance of the innocent victims of the 
genocidal policy of the Stalin regime, while raising aware-
ness of the issues of human rights, respect and tolerance.

The flame’s 85-day journey will take it across five conti-
nents and will conclude on November 24 in Kyiv on the 
day of the Ukrainian national commemoration of the 
Holodomor’s 85th anniversary.

Seen here are photos submitted to the Ukrainian World 
Congress by Ukrainian communities and groups around 
the globe as the Candle of Remembrance continues its 
journey. (For more information and photos, we refer read-
ers to https://holodomor85.com/.)

Candle of Remembrance journeys around the globe
ARGENTINA, September 29

NIGERIA, September 28

GREAT BRITAIN, October 9

TAJIKISTAN, September 24

PORTUGAL, October 6

PARAGUAY, September 30

KUWAIT, September 28

SINGAPORE, September 15 HUNGARY, October 7
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was persecuted by Soviet authorities for his 
ideas promoting civil liberties and reforms. 
He spent six years in internal exile in the 
1980s for his opposition to the Soviet inva-
sion of Afghanistan. (RFE/RL with reporting 
by Rikard Jozwiak in Brussels)

Putin warns of new arms race

Russian President Vladimir Putin has 
warned that Washington’s withdrawal 
from a decades-old nuclear treaty could 
lead to a new “arms race,” and the Kremlin 
said it would put the U.S. decision before 
the United Nations for a symbolic vote. 
Responding to U.S. President Donald 
Trump’s decision this week to pull out of 
the 1987 Intermediate-Range Nuclear 
Forces Treaty, Mr. Putin said late on 
October 24 that the United States already 
abandoned the Anti-Ballistic Missile Treaty 
in 2002, while it has been unwilling to dis-
cuss renewing another major nuclear trea-
ty – the New START treaty – which governs 
strategic nuclear missile launchers and is 
due to expire in 2021. “If all this is disman-
tled, then nothing will be left when it comes 
to limiting the increase in arms,” Mr. Putin 
said at a news conference after talks in 
Moscow with Italian Prime Minister 
Giuseppe Conte. “And then the situation 
will be, in my view, extremely dangerous. 
All that will be left is an arms race.” Mr. 
Trump has said he is pulling out of the 
1987 treaty because Russia has been vio-
lating it since at least 2014 and because it 
does not apply to China, which has been 
developing the kind of short- and interme-
diate-range missiles eliminated by Russia 
and the United States under the treaty. Mr. 
Putin said he wants to discuss the issue 
with Mr. Trump when they attend a 
November 11 event in Paris commemorat-
ing the end of World War I. “We are ready 
to work with our American partners with-
out any hysterics,” he said. As he spoke, 
Russian Deputy Foreign Minister Sergei 
Ryabkov said in an interview with Channel 
One television that the Kremlin is drafting a 
resolution to present to the U.N. General 
Assembly for a symbolic vote on preserving 
the 1987 treaty spurned by Mr. Trump. “We 
will see how countries, including U.S. allies, 
will react to this,” Mr. Ryabkov was quoted 
as saying by Russian news agencies. Mr. 
Ryabkov told Channel One that Mr. Trump’s 
moves to pull the United States out of a 
number of major treaties since taking office 
in January 2017 are what he called “alarm-
ing.” He noted that in addition to the INF 
treaty, Mr. Trump has moved to withdraw 
from the landmark 2015 climate change 
agreement, Iran’s 2015 nuclear deal with 
world powers, UNESCO agreements, and 
the Universal Postal Union. “We do not 
know if there is an end to this road,” Mr. 
Ryabkov was quoted as saying. (RFE/RL 
with reporting by AFP, Reuters, and TASS)

Putin will target nations hosting U.S. missiles

Russian President Vladimir Putin has 
said that, if the United States deploys inter-
mediate-range missiles in Europe, Moscow 
will have to target the countries hosting 

them. The October 24 statement follows 
U.S. President Donald Trump’s announce-
ment over the weekend that he intends to 
withdraw from a 1987 nuclear arms con-
trol pact over alleged Russian violations. 
Mr. Putin spoke on October 24, four days 
after U.S. President Donald Trump 
announced that the United States would 
withdraw from the 1987 Intermediate-
Range Nuclear Forces (INF) Treaty over 
alleged Russian violations. The INF treaty 
prohibits the United States and Russia from 
possessing, producing, or deploying 
ground-launched ballistic and cruise mis-
siles with a range of between 500 kilome-
ters and 5,500 kilometers. Nearly 2,700 
missiles were eliminated by the Soviet 
Union and the United States – most of the 
latter in Europe – under the treaty. Mr. 
Trump and White House national security 
adviser John Bolton, who met with Mr. 
Putin and other top officials in Moscow on 
October 22-23, cited U.S. concerns about 
what NATO allies say is a Russian missile 
that violates the pact and about weapons 
development by China, which is not a party 
to the treaty. Mr. Putin said he hoped the 
United States wouldn’t follow up by posi-
tioning intermediate-range missiles in 
Europe.  “If they are deployed in Europe, 
we will naturally have to respond in kind,” 
Mr. Putin said at a news conference after 
talks with visiting Italian Prime Minister 
Giuseppe Conte. “The European nations 
that would agree to that should understand 
that they would expose their territory to 
the threat of a possible retaliatory strike. 
These are obvious things.” He continued: “I 
don’t understand why we should put 
Europe in such serious danger.” “I see no 
reason for that,” Mr. Putin said. “I would like 
to repeat that it’s not our choice. We don’t 
want it.” NATO Secretary General Jens 
Stoltenberg said October 24 that European 
members of the military alliance are 
unlikely to deploy new nuclear weapons on 
their soil in response to the alleged viola-
tions of the INF treaty. “We will, of course, 
assess the implications for NATO allies, for 
our security of the new Russian missiles 
and the Russian behavior,” Mr. Stoltenberg 
said. “But I don’t foresee that [NATO] allies 
will station more nuclear weapons in 
Europe as a response to the new Russian 
missile. Mr. Putin rejected Mr. Trump’s 
claim that Russia has violated the INF trea-
ty, adding that he hoped to discuss the 
issue with Mr. Trump in Paris when they 
both attend November 11 events marking 
the centennial of the armistice that ended 
World War I. “We are ready to work togeth-
er with our American partners without any 
hysteria,” he said. “The important thing is 
what decisions will come next.” (RFE/RL)

NATO exercise ‘biggest’ since Cold War

NATO has launched its largest military 
exercise since the collapse of the Soviet 
Union, mustering tens of thousands of 
troops in what the head of the Western alli-
ance called a “strong display” of its capabil-
ity, unity, and resolve at a time of growing 
danger in Europe. The main phase of the 
exercise Trident Juncture – involving mili-
tary forces from all 29 NATO allies, plus 
partners Finland and Sweden, and stretch-

(Continued on page 13)
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Position Available: Chief Lending O� icer
Self Reliance NY Federal Credit Union, the largest and 
oldest Ukrainian credit union in the United States, with over 
$1.3 billion in assets is looking for a chief lending o�  cer 
to maintain and grow a $700 million loan portfolio. This 
management position requires a seasoned professional 
to lead a team of commercial and residential lenders in 
providing the highest level of service to the Credit Union’s 
members. Formal credit training, a minimum of ten years of 
commercial, residential and consumer lending experience 
is required. Candidates must be � uent in both English and 
Ukrainian.  If you have the quali� cations and would like to 
be considered for this position, please submit your resume 
and salary requirements to  hr@selfrelianceny.org.

If you are a single parent with an adult child, 
who has intellectual and developmental 
disabilities, you have an opportunity to 

ensure their long-term well-being. 

For details please email:
� rstukrainianministries@yahoo.com.

PROFESSIONALS

TO PLACE YOUR AD CALL WALTER HONCHARYk (973) 292-9800 x3040
or e-mail adukr@optonline.net

SERVICES

SERVICES

FOR RENT

HELP WANTEDOPPORTUNITIES

Earn Extra incomE!
The Ukrainian Weekly is looking 

for advertising sales agents.
For additional information contact  

Walter Honcharyk, Advertising Manager,  
The Ukrainian Weekly, 973-292-9800, ext 3040.

МАРІЯ ДРИЧ
Ліцензований Продавець

Страхування Життя
МАRІA DRICH

Licensed Life Insurance Agent 
  Ukrainian National Assn., Inc.

2200 Route 10, Parsippany, NJ 07054
Tel.: 973-292-9800 ext. 3035

e-mail: mdrich@unamember.com

St. Andrews Condominium, 
North Port, Florida. 2BR/2BA furnished, 

$950/ month plus utilities. 
Call Valja  973-699-3220

or email: vmandicz@aol.com

Seeking fluent Ukrainian-
speaking lady for household 

work in Florida.  
Please call with any interest 

(404) 593-6500.
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ing from the North Atlantic to the Baltic Sea 
– began in Norway on October 25 and was 
scheduled to run for two weeks. “This is an 
important day because Trident Juncture is 
NATO’s biggest exercise since the end of the 
Cold War,” NATO Secretary-General Jens 
Stoltenberg said ahead of the drills. The 
exercise is drawing criticism from Moscow 
amid persistent tension between NATO and 
Russia, which seized Crimea from Ukraine 
in 2014 and backs separatists in an ongo-
ing conflict in eastern Ukraine but accuses 
the alliance of provocative behavior near its 
borders. Another source of discord is what 
NATO says is Russia’s deployment of a mis-
sile that violates a key U.S.-Russian nuclear 
arms treaty and could potentially be used 
to target alliance members in Europe. 
“Trident Juncture sends a clear message to 
our nations and to any potential adversary: 
NATO does not seek confrontation, but we 
stand ready to defend all allies against any 
threat,” Mr. Stoltenberg told a news confer-
ence on October 24. The exercise “is a 
strong display of our capabilities and our 
resolve to work together,” he said. Without 
mentioning Russia by name, he said that 
“Europe’s security environment has signifi-
cantly deteriorated” in recent years and 
that NATO has responded with the biggest 
adaptation of our collective defense since 
the end of the Cold War. Trident Juncture 
demonstrates that adaptation.” “Trident 
Juncture will include around 65 ships, 250 
aircraft, 10,000 vehicles, and 50,000 per-
sonnel,” Mr. Stoltenberg said of the exercise, 
which will run in two phases. “It is ambi-
tious and it is demanding,” he said. The live-
field exercise is set to run from from 
October 25 to November 7, while a com-
mand post exercise is to follow between 
November 14-23. Moscow has frequently 

said that it views NATO’s enlargement to 
include former Warsaw Pact countries and 
the Baltic states since the 1991 Soviet col-
lapse as provocative, and Russia and NATO 
have repeatedly accused each other of 
aggressive action repeatedly in recent 
years. Russia held large military exercises 
called Zapad-2017 (West-2017) in 
September 2017 in its western regions 
jointly with Belarus, which also borders 
several NATO countries, and last month 
conducted massive drills across its central 
and eastern regions. The Defense Ministry 
said the weeklong Vostok-2018 (East-
2018) war games involved some 300,000 
personnel – twice as many as the biggest 
Soviet maneuvers of the Cold War era. 
Speaking at a joint panel of the Russian and 
Belarusian defense ministries in Minsk on 
October 24, Russian Defense Minister 
Sergei Shoigu said that “the scale of [NATO] 
operational and combat training near our 
borders is expanding, its intensity is grow-
ing. The bloc’s member states are practic-
ing the objectives of conducting offensive 
combat actions.” Despite criticizing the 
NATO exercise, Russia has accepted an invi-
tation to send observers to Norway, a move 
that Mr. Stoltenberg welcomed in the name 
of transparency. “As long as they behave 
professionally and avoid dangerous situa-
tions and behavior, I don’t think that’s a 
problem at all that they monitor the exer-
cise,” the NATO chief said. Describing the 
exercise, Mr. Stoltenberg said the personnel 
will be split into “South Forces” and “North 
Forces” that will “take turns playing the 
role of the fictitious aggressor and the 
NATO defending forces. The exercise will 
test our readiness to restore the sovereign-
ty of an ally – in this case Norway – after an 
act of armed aggression. “This scenario is 
fictitious but the lessons we learn will be 
real,” he said. Norway shares a short border 
with Russia in the Arctic. (Rikard Jozwiak 
of RFE/RL, with reporting by dpa)

Russia to ban some Ukrainian imports

Russian Prime Minister Dmitry 
Medvedev says Moscow is preparing sanc-
tions that will ban imports to Russia of 
some Ukrainian products. Mr. Medvedev 
also said on October 23 in Kaliningrad that 
a list is being prepared of Ukrainian citi-
zens and companies being targeted by 
Moscow’s sanctions. “The sanctions will 
affect many known people in Ukraine and...
some certain types of goods produced in 
Ukraine will be banned from being import-
ed to the Russian Federation,” Mr. 
Medvedev said, adding that he plans to sign 
documents on sanctions against Ukraine in 
“a very short period of time.” Medvedev did 
not specify which Ukrainian products 
would be listed under Russia’s import ban. 
Medvedev mentioned that despite strained 
relations with Ukraine, Russia “remains the 
largest trade partner” of Ukraine, trying to 
stress the possible economic impact of the 
sanctions. Mr. Medvedev’s statement comes 
a day after President Vladimir Putin signed 
a decree setting the stage for “special eco-
nomic measures” in response to what the 
document called Ukraine’s “unfriendly 
actions” against Russian citizens and com-
panies. In the decree signed and posted on 
the Kremlin website on October 22, Mr. 

Putin instructs the government to draft a 
list of Ukrainian firms and individuals to be 
targeted for economic sanctions The 
decree also orders the government to out-
line the sanctions and says it can be can-
celed if Ukraine lifts all restrictions it has 
imposed against Russian citizens and com-
panies. Like the United States and the 
European Union, Kyiv has imposed sanc-
tions on Russian tycoons, companies, and 
other entities in response to Moscow’s sei-
zure and illegal annexation of the Crimean 
Peninsula in March 2014 and its support 
for pro-Russia armed separatists in eastern 
Ukraine. In June, Mr. Putin signed a law on 
countermeasures against the United States 
and other countries that have sanctions 
against Russia. (RFE/RL with reporting by 
TASS, Interfax, and RIA Novosti)

Bolton lays flowers at Nemtsov memorial

U.S. national security adviser John Bolton 
on October 23 laid flowers at the site where 
Russian opposition leader Boris Nemtsov 
was shot dead on February 27, 2015, as he 
walked across a bridge near the Kremlin. 
Nemtsov, who was one of President Vladimir 
Putin’s most vocal critics, had been working 
on a report examining Russia’s role in the 
conflict in Ukraine. Bolton is in Russia to 
meet Mr. Putin and other leaders. (RFE/RL)

(Continued from page 12)
NEWSBRIEFS

The Board of Directors of the Ukrainian Institute of Modern Art 
announces with great sorrow the passing 

on Sunday September 23, 2018 of

 PROFESSOR BOHDAN RUBCHAK
He was a poet, man of letters and essayist. He authored numerous 

books on poetry and edited extensive publications.  Professor Rubchak 
was a representative of Ukrainian modernism and a member of the New 
York Group of Poets since its inception in the early 1960’s. He taught 
literature at Rutgers and the University of Illinois.

Professor Bohdan Rubchak was active for over thirty years at UIMA in 
their literary programs, where he often recited his poetry and presented 
new creative writers.

He introduced the following well known poets and writers who recited 
their publication, or were read by members of UIMA literary group:

Yuriy Tarnawsky 1973
Bohdan Boychuk 1974, 
     1981, 2004
Wadym Lesych  1978
Wasyl Barka  1979
Ulas Samchuk  1980
Bohdan Nyzhankiwsky  1983
Vera  Wowk  1984
Bohdan Ihor Antonyc 1984

Georges Kolomyiets  1984
Ivan Drach  1988
Ihor Rymaruk  1990
Mykola Vinhranovsky  1994
Oksana Zabuzhko 1994
Mykola Vorobyov 1997
Vasyl Makhno   2003
Maria Rewakowycz  2005

Professor Bohdan Rubchak’s contribution to the literary programs at 
UIMA will forever remain in our memories and the Institute’s archives.

The Board of Directors of UIMA extends its deepest sympathy to his wife, 
Dr. Marianna Rubchak, a writer and lecturer at Valparaiso University, 
Indiana, his extended family and friends.

 
Вічна Йому пам’ять!

Eugene was born June 18, 1933 in the village of Otapiw, Poland, into a 
family of Ukrainian teachers, Olha Horodecka and Vasyl Mychalowych. 

Left in profound sadness are: 
wife and soulmate -  Lidia
daughter:       Christine, and husband Dean Hoglund,
sons:       Andrij with wife Andrea; Paul with wife Lisa; 

       and Jarema.
nine grandchildren.

Wake/Panakhyda services were held in North Port, Florida on Saturday, 
October 13, 2018.  Church and Funeral Liturgies were held on Friday, 
October 19, 2018 in the Church of St. Josaphat, and on Sataturday, 
October 20, 2018 in Mandziuk Funeral Home in Warren, Michigan.

Eugene was laid to rest in the Holy Sepulchre Cemetery.
In lieu of � owers, donations in his Memory can be made to his favorite 

organization - Plast Chornomortsi or to UNWLA Br. 56 War Victims Fund.

May he rest in peace, and eternal memory - Ahoy!

With deep sorrow, I would like to share 
that my loving husband, 

Eugene Mychalowych 
engineer/entrepreneur and life-long member of Plast 

Chornomortsi, after a prolonged illness, has passed into 
eternal rest in Sarasota , Florida, on Sunday, October 7, 2018.

BOHDAN RUBCHAK,
March 6, 1935 September 23, 2018. 

It is with immense sorrow that I wish to report the passing 
of Bohdan Rubchak, eminent poet and  literary critic, professor 

of comparative literature at the University of Illinois, Chicago, and one 
of the founders of the New York Group of Poets. He was awarded the 
Order of Merit for his poetry by President Yushchenko in 1908, won two 
Ivan Franko literary awards (US) for his poetry and essays, and the Pavlo 
Tychyna Poetry Prize (Kyiv) in1993, among other awards and honors.

 Included in his publications are six collections of poetry, and 
approximately 300 poems published in separate collections; four edited 
anthologies of Ukrainian poetry and short stories; and more recently 
his selected essays on literature, translated from English to Ukrainian, 
as well as an edition of his short stories, both published in Ukraine. He 
also published original poems in English. Rubchak’s poetry has been 
translated into English, German, French, Italian, Portuguese, Russian, 
Polish, Bulgarian, Romanian, and Serbian.

His non-literary activities included a tour of duty in Korea -- 1958-1960. 
In 2003 he was awarded a certi� cate of appreciation by Mayor Daly of 
Chicago in recognition of his contribution to the culture of the city. 

Bohdan Rubchak leaves behind his wife Mar’iana, and four step-
daughters.
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Concert by pianist Pavlo Gintov launches new season of TWG Cultural Fund series

Los Angeles presents tribute to Kvitka Cisyk, “flower of Ukraine”

by Yaro Bihun

WASHINGTON — Ukrainian pianist 
Pavlo Gintov, who debuted at the Kyiv 
Philharmonic Hall at the age of 12, has 
since traveled and performed at major 
musical venues worldwide. And on 
September 30, he introduced himself for 
the first time to the U.S. capital area classi-
cal music audience, launching The 
Washington Group Cultural Fund’s 25th 
anniversary concert series at the historic 
Lyceum in Old Town Alexandria, Virginia.

Characterized as a “poet of the keyboard” 
in a review in the Illinois Entertainer and as 
a “musical storyteller” in Japan’s Shikoku 
News, Mr. Gintov proved by his program and 
performance here that the descriptions 
were apt. He played and discussed the style 
and content of seven classical piano fanta-
sies composed over the past three centuries.

Following the formal introduction by 
TWGCF co-director Christine Lucyk to the 
full-house audience at the Lyceum, Mr. 
Gintov described the program’s composers 
and their fantasies, an ambiguous and 
intriguing musical genre he would be per-

forming and discussing between each 
piece.

He began with Johann Sebastian Bach’s 
Fantasy in A minor, his son Carl Phillip 
Emanuel Bach’s Fantasy in C major, and 
continued with Mozart’s Fantasy in F 
minor, Beethoven’s Fantasy op. 77, and 
John Corigliano’s Fantasia on an Obstinate.

The composer and his Sonata-Fantasia 
that drew the most attention on the part of 
the audience was Theodore Akimenko 
(1876-1945). Mr. Gintov noted that the 
composition was never recorded and his 
was the first performance of that piece in 
this country.

Mr. Gintov concluded the concert with 
the Chopin Fantasy in F minor, which, he 
said, possibly focused on Russia’s invasion 
of Poland in the 19th century. He recalled 
that, after an earlier performance of this 
piece, he asked a young lady musician what 
she heard being described in its two parts. 
The first sounded like nuclear war, she said; 
and the second – the end of the world.

The audience found it hard to part with 
Mr. Gintov and recalled him to the Lyceum 
stage with a long standing ovation.

Before the reception that followed the 
concert, Ms. Lucyk noted that the next 
musical event in the 2018-2019 Music 

Series, scheduled for October 21, will fea-
ture The Fedorykas, a local Ukrainian-
Scythian musical ensemble.

by Luba Poniatyszyn Keske

LOS ANGELES – The Ukrainian Art 
Center on Sunday, September 16, presented 
an original bilingual artistic production 
honoring the late Ukrainian American sing-
er Kvitka Cisyk. 

The dramatic play was written in 
Ukrainian by Victoria Kuzina, the artistic 
Core director for the Ukrainian Art Center, 
and translated into English by Julia 
Michaels and Luba Keske. Ms. Kuzina nar-
rated the play in Ukrainian and George 
Yemetz in English.

A plethora of young local acting, dancing 
and musical talents emerged as the produc-
tion progressed: Maxim Kuzina recitated 
Lina Kostenko’s poem “Wings”; Olenka 
Kaspersky offered a violin solo, “I will go to 
the Distant Hills”; Margaryta Kuzina per-
formed “A Campfire at Dusk” and 
“Kolomyika”; Asya Gorska sang “Two 
Colors” and “The Sleeping City”; Uliana 
Malyniak sang “You Light Up My Life” and 
“O’ My Mountain Peak”; and Oleg and 

Natalia Loparovy performed a staged 
dance to Kvitka’s recording of “A Song to 
the Moon.” 

The finale, “I will go to the Distant Hills,” 
was sung by the entire ensemble.

On a sunny California Sunday afternoon, 
over 100 Ukrainian and non-Ukrainian 
guests gathered at the transformed 
Ukrainian Culture Center, where they were 
treated to an unexpected and heart-felt 
glimpse into the life of the beloved Kvitka. 
Through narration, music, dance and video 
montages, the audience experienced 
Kvitka’s fascinating childhood, teenage 
years and adulthood, and followed her life 
and amazing career until her tragic untime-
ly death in 1998.

As the play unfolded, we learned that 
Kvitka Cisyk, aka Kacey Cisyk, was born to 
Ukrainian immigrant parents, Wolodymyr 
and Iwanna, who survived World War II 
and eventually settled in New York. Her 
father was a virtuoso violinist, and Kvitka 
became his student at age 5. She excelled as 
a violinist, which eventually garnered her a 

s c h o l a r s h i p  to  t h e  S t a te 
University of New York (SUNY) in 
Binghamton. 

However, during her early 
years, Kvitka also loved to sing. 
Her genetic musical proclivity 
was first noticed in Plast 
Ukrainian Scouting Organization 
during summer camps where she 
created and led a musical ensem-
ble named Nightingales. 

After one year at SUNY her 
focus changed from instrumental 
to vocal. Offered a scholarship to 
Mannes College of Music, Kvitka 
followed her heart and eventually 
became a classically trained sing-
er, achieving success in popular, 
blues, opera and Ukrainian folk 
music. 

Kvitka performed in many ven-
ues and recorded with a number 
of world-renowned singing art-
ists, but her biggest success was 
achieved as the voice and persona 
of the Ford Motor Co. Over 20 bil-
lion people heard Kvitka sing the 
slogan “Have you driven a Ford 
lately.” Kvitka’s amazing coloratu-
ra voice and boundless energy 

Pavlo Gintov concludes J.S. Bach’s Fantasy in A minor, the opening piece at his recent 
recital in Alexandria, Va., the first concert in The Washington Group Cultural Fund’s 

2018-2019 Music Series. 

Yaro Bihun

were soon recognized by other iconic 
American companies, such as McDonalds 
and Coca Cola. 

And then, Hollywood beckoned. 
However, Kvitka’s shot at fame was derailed 
by an unscrupulous songwriter/producer. 
Her demo “You Light up My Life” became 
part of the soundtrack of the movie by the 
same name. Although it was Kvitka’s voice 

on the award-winning song, she received 
no screen credit or recognition for her 
work at the Oscar ceremony. She was heart-
broken and disappointed, but not for long. 

These unfortunate events caused Kvitka 
to refocus her energies back to her original 
love – her Ukrainian roots and music. Using 

The Ukrainian Art Center board: (first row, from 
left) Danuta Lopuszynska, Julia Michaels, Luba 
Poniatyszyn Keske, Daria Chaikovsky, (presi-
dent), Victoria Kuzina, Roman Yemetz, Elizabeth 
Zaharkiv-Yemets, (second row) George Yemetz, 

Asya Gorska and Maxim Kuzina.

Elizabeth Zaharkiv-Yemetz

(Continued on page 17)
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On Friday, October 5, the Assumption Catholic School 
community gathered to honor the memory of the innocent 
victims of the Holodomor, the Famine-Genocide of 1932-
1933 in Soviet Ukraine that killed unknown millions of 
men, women and children.  

Assumption Catholic School joined the 85-day interna-
tional action of the Ukrainian World Congress and its part-
ners – Light a Candle of Remembrance – dedicated to the 
85th anniversary of this catastrophic event in Ukraine. The 
eighth-grade class solemnly processed into the church, car-
rying a simple loaf of bread. Ukraine was once called the 
breadbasket of Europe. This bread was symbolically placed 
on the tetrapod (the altar table in front of the icon screen) 
before the start of liturgy as an offering in memory of the 
victims and as a symbol of hope. 

The Rev. Ivan Turyk of the Ukrainian Catholic Church of 
the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary offered special 
petitions for the departed victims of the Holodomor, and 
against hunger and intolerance. Following liturgy, a requi-
em service was held to commemorate the child victims, 
who suffered the most because they were the most vulner-
able. The eighth-grade class read aloud the names of 85 
children who died during the Holodomor. It is likely that 
1.5 million to 4 million children died during the height of 
the Famine-Genocide.

At the conclusion of the requiem service, students, 

teachers and faithful placed individual stalks of wheat in 
front of the icon of the Blessed Virgin, petitioning for her 
continued protection over Ukraine, the United States of 

America and Assumption Catholic School.
Readers can find more information at http://assump-

tioncatholicschool.net.

The spiritual center of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the U.S.A. 
hosted a “Candle of Remembrance” commemorative event on October 
4 at St. Andrew Memorial Church, marking the 85th anniversary of 
the Holodomor of 1932-1933. 

The event was part of a worldwide effort coordinated by various orga-
nizations, including the Ukrainian World Congress, the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of Ukraine and the Ukrainian Institute of National Remembrance.  A 
flame of remembrance has been traveling on an 85-day journey across 
five continents, concluding on November 24 in Kyiv. 

The ceremony included the reading of 85 names of the millions of 
victims, symbolic of the 85 years, and a memorial litia that was served 
by the Very Rev. Yurij Siwko, the Very Rev. Petro Levko and the Rev. 
Vasyl Pasakas, as the faithful held lit candles and the seminarians led 
the responses and the singing of “Memory Eternal” (Vichnaya 
Pamiat). 

Guests had a chance to view a small commemorative exhibit at the 
back of the church, where informative posters, pamphlets and books 
were available, especially the multi-volume series “Book of Memory” 
(Knyha Pamiati) that lists the names of victims according to each of 
Ukraine’s oblasts. The books were on display at the Consistory 
Library on October 4-12.

The Executive Committee 
of the Ukrainian National Association

announces that its

CHICAGO DISTRICT FALL ORGANIZING MEETING

will be held on

Saturday, November 10, 2018 at 11:00 am
at Tryzub Ukrainian Kitchen

2201 West Chicago Ave., Chicago, IL 60622

Obligated to attend the organizing meeting 
are District Committee Offi cers, Convention Delegates 

and two delegates from the following Branches:

17, 22, 114, 125, 131, 139, 221, 259, 379, 399, 423, 452

All UNA members are welcome as guests at the meeting 

MEETING WILL BE ATTENDED BY:
Myron Kolinsky - UNA National Organizer

DISTRICT COMMITTEE
Stefko Kuropas, Chairman

Andrij Skyba, Secretary
Bohdan Kukuruza, Treasurer

The Executive Committee 
of the Ukrainian National Association

announces that its

PITTSBURGH DISTRICT FALL ORGANIZING MEETING

will be held on

Friday, November 2, 2018 at 7:00 pm
at the Ukrainian American Citizens Club
302 Mansfi eld Blvd., Carnegie, PA 15106

Obligated to attend the organizing meeting 
are District Committee Offi cers, Convention Delegates 

and two delegates from the following Branches:

53, 56, 63, 96, 113, 120, 161

All UNA members are welcome as guests at the meeting 

MEETING WILL BE ATTENDED BY:
Myron Kolinsky - UNA National Organizer

DISTRICT COMMITTEE
Nicholas Diakiwsky, Chairman

Slava Komichak, Secretary

 CANDLE of REMEMBRANCE

SOUTH BOUND BROOK, N.J. 

Alexandra Hila, first grade teacher, with the first- and second-grade classes.

PERTH AMBOY, N.J.

The Very Rev. Yurij Siwko, joined by area clergy and seminarians, leads the commemoration. 
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her own money and the combined talents 
of her husband, family and friends, each 
accomplished in their own area of exper-
tise, no expense was spared for the 
arrangement and orchestration for Kvitka’s 
albums “Songs of Ukraine,” released in 
1980 and “Two Colors,” released in 1989.

Kvitka’s dream to tour Ukraine with her 
beloved music in a series of concerts was 
shattered by a diagnosis of breast cancer 
which she bravely battled for seven years 
with her husband and young son constantly 
by her side. But Kvitka’s songs, which car-
ried her soul entwined in her mesmerizing 
voice, did make their way to Ukraine where 
they live on in the land of her ancestors.

Towards the end of the program at the 
Ukrainian Art Center, the audience heard 
Kvitka’s soulful rendition of “The Cranes Are 
Flying.” The audience rose and stood in 
silence, leaving few dry eyes in a hushed hall.

After the finale, Daria Chaikovsky, found-
er and president of the Ukrainian Art Center 
of Los Angeles, graciously thanked the 
guests for their support of the center’s sec-
ond major stage production as well as the 
creative ensemble, the board and volunteers.

Technical support for the production 
was provided by Maxim Kuzin, Iryna and 
Andriy Korotyn, Olga Starow and Dr. 
Andriy Olesiuk.

(Continued from page 15)

Los Angeles...

Asya Gorska performs one of Kvitka’s 
songs “The Sleeping City.”

Elizabeth Zaharkiv-Yemetz

An editorial of that issue noted: “It was 
not a paper declaration, for the people of 
Western Ukraine, like their brothers in the 
east, were willing to fight for their freedom. 
It was the famed unit of the Ukrainian 
Sichovi Striltsi that constituted the first for-
mation of what became the Ukrainian 
Galician Army, which defended the newly 
born state.”

Although the hard-won liberty was not 
to survive for long after the Act of Union of 
January 1919, “…the spirit that gave birth to 
the Ukrainian declaration of independence 
had remained a cherished legacy for gener-
ations of freedom-loving Ukrainians. It has 
sustained our people in the darkest hours of 
slavery, oppression and Russo-Communist 
tyranny. Herein lies the meaning of the 
great deed that was November First – a 
blood-spattered legacy of freedom won and 
waiting to be reclaimed again on the rub-
bles of a hideous order destined to fall.”

Sources: “Ukrainian communities to mark 
November first anniversary,” and “The great 
legacy of November First,” The Ukrainian 
Weekly, November 2, 1968.

(Continued from page 6)

Turning...
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calls for independence. It continued for a few years follow-
ing independence, with a focus on concrete assistance to 
the new Ukrainian state. The heavy lifting of Ukrainian 
American advocacy during this time had been done by the 
highly politicized post-World Was II (Third Wave) emigra-
tion and their children. Since 2014, however, the new and 
previously largely politically inactive post-independence 
(Fourth Wave) emigration has come out of the woodwork 
and become considerably more engaged in advocacy. 

In recent years, there have been many more advocacy 
events, notably those organized by the Ukrainian Congress 
Committee of America’s Washington office, the Ukrainian 
National Information Service (UNIS). During Ukrainian Days, 
held several times per year, American citizens meet with 
Congressional offices in Washington. There have also been 
many efforts on both the national, and state and local levels, 
by Ukrainian American organizations and individual activists 
to reach out to senators and congressmen who represent 
them through social media, the more traditional e-mail and 
phone calls, and direct person-to-person contacts. 

Following Russia’s invasion, the U.S.-Ukraine Foundation 
initiated a Friends of Ukraine Network (FOUN), which 
includes a number of former U.S. ambassadors to Ukraine as 
well as to other countries and international organizations 
and other former officials from the State Department, U.S. 
Agency for International Development, Defense Department 
and Congress. It also includes experts from think-tanks and 
representatives of key NGOs involved with Ukraine. FOUN 
came up with recommendations for sanctions shortly after 
the invasion of the Donbas and advocated for their imple-
mentation with Congress and the White House. 

In 2017, separate FOUN task forces came up with policy 
recommendations for U.S. assistance to Ukraine in four 
areas: national security, economy and energy, humanitari-
an issues, and democracy and civil society. These task forc-
es – especially the national security task force – interacted 
with key congressional offices to help ensure concrete sup-
port for Ukraine. This past March, the FOUN issued “An 
appeal for decisive action in Ukraine’s fight against corrup-
tion” to the Ukrainian government and Verkhovna Rada. 

Another feature of outside activity has been the engage-
ment of organizations and individuals also concerned with 

the implications of Russia’s flagrant violations on Ukraine’s 
territorial integrity, such as American organizations repre-
senting Central and Eastern European groups, notably the 
Baltic community. American Jewish organizations have 
also actively encouraged stronger U.S-Ukraine relations.

In addition to U.S. citizen advocacy, Ukrainian officials 
and Verkhovna Rada members often also interact with 
Senate and House members – primarily in Washington, 
Kyiv or at multilateral fora. Ukraine’s Embassy to the 
United States has also interacted often with members of 
Congress throughout the years of independence – not only 
the ambassador, but also other Embassy diplomats fre-
quently meet and exchange information with 
Congressional staff. 

Indeed, given how busy members of Congress are, meet-
ings, exchanges of information and advocacy efforts, in 
general, have often been directed at congressional staff. As 
anyone who has familiarity with how Washington works 
knows, staffs play a crucial role – especially staffs of key 
committees – in preparing resolutions, hearings, state-
ments, press releases and memos. Many of these profes-
sional staffers have also had a history of interest in and 
support for Ukraine. 

Conclusion 

Why so much Congressional interest in Ukraine over the 
last century? Yes, there was constituent politics, as con-
gressmen and senators responded to Ukrainian American 
voters – something that U.S. legislators tend to take seri-
ously. But there have also been many senators and House 
members who had hardly any Ukrainian American voters, 
yet, for various reasons, believed in the idea of an indepen-
dent, free, democratic Ukraine in which human rights were 
respected, especially in light of Ukraine’s tragic 20th centu-
ry history. There are more even now who are outraged by 
Russia’s occupation of Crimea and the ongoing manufac-
tured war in the Donbas that so grossly has flouted the 
rules-based international order. 

The hyper-partisan U.S. Congress has not agreed on 
much in recent years, but there has been a broad consen-
sus when it comes to Ukraine. With few exceptions, both 
Republicans and Democrats in both the Senate and the 
House have been supporters of an independent, democrat-
ic Ukraine. And this follows the trend of broad bipartisan-
ship on Ukraine that has existed over the course of the last 
century. This bipartisanship is nothing new. While one can 

argue that during the Soviet era, Republicans tended to be 
more anti-Communist/anti-Soviet, there was always a 
strong current within the Democratic Party that under-
stood the Soviet threat and supported Ukraine as well. And, 
of course, both parties these days well recognize the threat 
to Ukraine and to the international order posed by 
Vladimir Putin’s Russia.

The over-arching theme of congressional activity can be 
boiled down to one word: freedom. National rights, human 
rights, human dignity, democracy, sovereignty, territorial 
integrity – all of these issues which Congress has 
addressed in one form or another over the course of the 
last century are intimately linked. What lies at their core is 
the notion of freedom.

Whether it be freedom for captive nations; freedom for 
religious institutions such as the Ukrainian Catholic and 
Autocephalous Orthodox Churches; individual freedoms, 
including the myriad activity on behalf of Ukrainian politi-
cal prisoners; or legislation and resolutions on the genocid-
al Holodomor – focusing as they did on this most cruel 
deprivation of freedom – death by starvation, congress has 
spoken out. This also applies to NATO legislation – 
designed to enhance Ukraine’s security freedom; or 
Permanent Normalized Trade Relations (PNTR) – aimed at 
strengthening economic freedoms; or the numerous hear-
ings, briefings, statements on the state of democracy, 
human rights and rule of law – all these efforts are all about 
expanding the scope of freedom, about enhancing the 
rights and freedoms of the Ukrainian people. 

From the Captive Nations resolution and commemora-
tions of Ukraine’s 1918 independence in Congress prior to 
the renewal of independence of 1991, to, most significantly, 
the multitude of congressional legislation and other efforts 
in recent years to help Ukraine counter Russia’s aggression 
and preserve its sovereignty and territorial integrity, in all 
of these congressional actions, freedom lies at the core. An 
independent, sovereign, democratic Ukraine, after all, is a 
free Ukraine. 

The U.S. Congress over the course of the last century has 
been in the forefront of defending and promoting both 
freedom for Ukraine and freedom in Ukraine. Congress can 
take great pride in its strong, bipartisan support of 
Ukraine. But there is still much work ahead to assist 
Ukraine in continuing to fend off Russian aggression and to 
support the prosperous, democratic European future that 
Ukrainians have freely chosen.

(Continued from page 9)
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19THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY      SUNDAY, OCTOBER 28, 2018No. 43

November 1 Presentation by Bohdan Vitvitsky, “The Rule of Law, 
New York Corruption and Ukraine,” Columbia University, 
 212-854-4697 or ukrainianstudies@columbia.edu 

November 3 85th anniversary celebration, Syracuse Ukrainian 
Syracuse, NY National Home, 315-478-9272 

November 3 Fund-raiser gala, Immaculate Conception Ukrainian 
Palatine, IL Byzantine Catholic Church, irunaklyuka@yahoo.com

November 3 Fund-raiser dinner and show, Iskra Ukrainian Dance 
Whippany, NJ Ensemble, with musical guests Lilia and Alex Chudolij,
 Innesa Tymochko Dekajlo and Oles Kuzyszyn, Ukrainian
 American Cultural Center of New Jersey, 201-317-8518 
 or www.iskradance.weebly.com

November 3 Conference in commemoration of the 100th anniversary 
New York of the independence of the Western Ukrainian National
 Republic and its unification with the Ukrainian National
 Republic, featuring presentations by Oleh Pavlyshyn,
 Orest Popovych and Ihor Hyrych, Ukrainian Academy of
 Arts and Sciences, the Ukrainian Institute of America
 and the Shevchenko Scientific Society, 212-254-5130

November 3 Ukrainian Harvest Dinner and Dance, Knights of Columbus
Ottawa St. Vladimir the Great Council 9557, St. John the Baptist
 Ukrainian Catholic Shrine hall,  613-830-7787

November 3 Ukrainian Brazilian Festival, “Vesillya Festival,” 
Los Angeles, CA Barnsdall Art Park, 323-644-6296

November 4 Fund-raiser, Ukrainian Catholic Education Fund, Lotte 
New York New York Palace Hotel, ucef@ucef.org or 800-599-3671

November 4 Light a Candle in Remembrance, Ukrainian American
Hamtramck, MI Archives and Museum, 313-366-9764 or 
 www.ukrainianmuseumdetroit.org

November 9-10 41st annual conference, “U.S.-Ukraine: New Policies, 
Washington Strategies and Lessons From the Past,” Ukrainian
 American Bar Association, Longworth House Office 
 Building, www.uaba.org

November 10 Coffee hour presentation with Myron Kolinsky, 
Chicago “Opportunities with the Ukrainian National Association,”
 Tryzub Ukrainian Kitchen,  kolinsky@unainc.org

November 10 Ukrainian Harvest Festival, St. Mary Ukrainian Orthodox 
New Britain, CT Church, 860-229-3833 or 860-677-2138

November 10 Pub Night fund-raiser, Friends of St. Nicholas, St. 
Chicago Nicholas Cathedral School, Ukrainian Cultural Center,

November 10 Lecture, “The Art of Ukrainian Embroidery” with Olga
Piscataway, NJ Kobryn, Ukrainian National Women’s League of America, 
 (Branch 98), Piscataway Public Library, unwla98@gmail.com

November 10 Holodomor commemorative divine liturgy and food drive,
Austin, TX Austin Texas Ukrainians, St. Michael Catholic Academy,
 www.facebook.com/events/185429585706470

November 10-11 Yarmarok Ukrainian Christmas Market, St. Mary 
Mississauga, ON Dormition of the Mother of God Ukrainian Catholic 
 Church, www.stmaryscawthra.com 

November 10-11 38th annual Ukrainian Autumnfest, Epiphany of Our 
St. Petersburg, FL Lord Ukrainian Catholic Church, 727-465-8455 or
 john7119@hotmail.com

November 11 Fund-raiser, Ukrainian Catholic Education Fund, Ukrainian
Warren, MI Cultural Center, ucef@ucef.org or 800-599-3671

November 11 Veterans Day commemoration, St. Andrew the First- 
South Bound Brook, Called Apostle Ukrainian Orthodox Memorial Church,
NJ www.uocofusa.org

November 11 Breakfast, fund-raiser “Feed the Needy in Ukraine,” St.
Newark, NJ  John the Baptist Ukrainian Catholic Church, 
 973-371-1356

Entries in “Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to events 
advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome submissions 
from all our readers. Items will be published at the discretion of the editors 
and as space allows. Please send e-mail to mdubas@ukrweekly.com.
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PREVIEW OF EVENTS
Saturday, November 3
WHIPPANY, N.J.: Iskra Ukrainian Dance 
Ensemble invites all to its “Dinner and a 
Show, Cabaret-Style” fund-raising evening at 
6:30 p.m. at the Ukrainian American Cultural 
Center of New Jersey, 60 N. Jefferson Road, 
Whippany, NJ 07981. The evening will 
include a delicious buffet dinner and enter-
tainment by Iskra, along with musical guests 
Lilia and Alex Chudolij, Innesa Tymochko 
Dekajlo and Oles Kuzyszyn. There will also be 
a basket raffle. Tickets are $65 for those age 
16 and older, $25 for children age 6 to 16, and 
free for children age 5 and younger. Tickets 
will not be sold at the door. To order tickets 
e-mail IskraBoard@gmail.com, visit www.isk-
radance.weebly.com or call 201-317-8518.
Saturday, November 3
NEW YORK: In commemoration of the 
100th anniversary of the proclamation of the 
independence of the Western Ukrainian 
National Republic and its unification with the 
Ukrainian National Republic, the Shevchenko 
Scientific Society in America, the Ukrainian 
Academy of Arts and Sciences in the U.S. and 
the Ukrainian Institute of America are spon-
soring a conference in New York City. The con-
ference will feature three presentations: Oleh 
Pavlyshyn (Ukraine), “The Establishment of 
the Ukrainian Government in Eastern Galicia 
and State-Building in the Western Ukrainian 
Republic”; Orest Popovych (U.S.A.), “November 
1918 in the Light of Family Reminiscences”; 
Ihor Hyrych (Ukraine), “Contentious Questions 
in Contemporary Interpretations of the 
Ukrainian Revolution of 1917-1921.” The con-
ference will take place at 4 p.m. in the 
Shevchenko Scientific Society’s building at 63 
Fourth Ave. All are invited. 212-254-5130.

Saturday, November 10 
NEW BRITAIN, Conn.: A Ukrainian Harvest 
Festival will take place from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 
p.m. at St. Mary’s Ukrainian Orthodox Church, 
54 Winter Street (behind Newbrite Plaza).  
The church is noted for its nut and poppyseed 

rolls and for its bread, as well as homemade 
Ukrainian cakes and desserts.  A Ukrainian 
kitchen will offer borshch, varenyky, holubt-
si, halushky and other foods, available for 
eat-in or take-out. Christmas decorations, 
collector dolls and jewelry will be available 
for sale, and a tag sale.  Parking is behind the 
church.  Admission free.  For information: 
860-229-3833 or 860-677-2138.

Saturday-Sunday, November 10-11 
ST. PETERSBURG, Fla.: The 38th annual 
Ukrainian AutumnFest will be held at 
Epiphany of Our Lord Ukrainian Catholic 
Church at 434 90th Ave. N., St. Petersburg, FL 
33702 on Saturday from noon to 7 p.m. and 
Sunday from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. The festival 
will feature authentic Ukrainian food (bor-
shch, holubtsi, varenyky and potato pan-
cakes – all available for take-out), Ukrainian 
beer, Ukrainian arts and crafts, vendors, 
church tours, children’s rides and games, 
music for dancing both days by Cathy and 
the Lorelei Band, and dance performances 
by the Kalyna Ukrainian Dancers. A silent 
auction and raffle will be held on Sunday. For 
information call 727-576-1001 or 727-576-
0400, or e-mail john7119@hotmail.com.

Sunday, November 18
NEW YORK: At 2 p.m., Emmy award-win-
ning filmmaker Andrew Tkach will introduce 
and discuss his ground-breaking documenta-
ry about the Holodomor: “Hunger for Truth: 
The Rhea Clyman Story.” The young 
Canadian reporter, Rhea Clyman, traveled 
through the starving Soviet heartland when 
Stalin’s man made famine was ravaging 
Ukraine. The film shows the power of truth-
telling in the face of disinformation, and 
interweaves Clyman’s truth-telling trip dur-
ing the 1930s with today’s conflict in eastern 
Ukraine. Order tickets in advance online. 
General admission is $15; Members and 
seniors - $10; Students - $5. The Ukrainian 
Museum, 222 East 6th Street, New York City, 
212-228-0110, www.ukrainianmuseum.org.


