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Ukrainian civic activist 
doused with acid dies

by Christopher Miller
RFE/RL

KYIV – Kateryna Handzyuk, a 
Ukrainian civic activist and adviser to 
the mayor of the Black Sea port city of 
Kherson, died on November 4 from 
wounds she suffered from an acid 
attack three months earlier.

The 33-year-old Handzyuk died in a 
Kyiv hospital where she was being 
treated for burns from the attack, col-
leagues and officials said.

Local media suggested that Ms. 
Handzyuk’s death was caused by a 
blood clot.

Several hundred supporters gath-
ered around Ukraine’s Internal Affairs 
Ministry building in Kyiv late on 
November 4, demanding that those 
responsible for her death be brought 
to justice.

[RFE/RL later reported that 
Ukrainian Prosecutor-General Yuriy 
Lutsenko submitted his resignation to 
President Petro Poroshenko amid 
public outrage over the handling of an 
investigation into the acid attack on 
Ms. Handzyuk. However, it remains 
uncertain whether Mr. Lutsenko will 
actually step down after Iryna 
Herashchenko, the first deputy chair 
of the Verkhovna Rada, said on 
November 6 that Mr. Poroshenko’s 
governing coalition would not support 
his resignation and a later vote in 

by Mark Raczkiewycz

KYIV – Angela Merkel’s fourth visit to 
Ukraine as Germany’s chancellor on 
November 1 coincided with bomb threats 
in the capital and Russia imposing more 
sanctions on the country. 

The goal of her one-day visit was to dis-
cuss the Russia-fueled Donbas war and, in 
particular, discuss Ukraine’s reform policy. 

“The armed conflict in the Donbas region 
in eastern Ukraine is still the greatest chal-
lenge to European security since the end of 
the Cold War,” the federal chancellor’s web-
site noted, referring to Moscow’s invasion 
that has killed more than 10,400 people. 

In her first bilateral visit to Ukraine since 
August 2014, Ms. Merkel emphasized that 
there currently is no alternative document 
to the Minsk peace agreement to resolve 
the Donbas war. She added that since prog-
ress “can be measured in millimeters,” the 
European Union’s sanctions on Russia will 
remain in place. 

Thus, she said, in view of the lack of 
progress, “Germany will be advocating an 
extension of sanctions [on Russia] in 
December, as things stand at the moment.” 
Her comment came in a joint news confer-
ence with President Petro Poroshenko. 

Regarding the institutionalization of the 
rule of law, as well as other improvements 
in governance, Germany’s first female 
chancellor said during a meeting with 
Prime Minister Volodymyr Groysman that 
installing reforms is “a very painful process 
that is demanding.”

Germany has given 490 million euros 
since 2014 to help Ukraine make infra-
structural improvements and assist the 1.6 

million people who’ve been displaced as a 
result of Russia’s annexation of Crimea and 
subsequent invasion of the Donbas. 

“I am very glad that I can talk today 
about our readiness to allocate additional 
funds in the amount of almost 85 million 
euros,” Ms. Merkel said. The funds will be 
used “to improve the prospect of employ-
ment of young Ukrainians through profes-
sional education and improvement of the 
housing situation.”

She also stressed that Germany supports 
the idea of deploying a United Nations 
peacekeeping mission to the Donbas. 
Currently, the Organization for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe monitors the war, 
yet its mandate has been impaired due to 
limited access and freedom of movement in 
the war zone. 

An additional 2 million euros will be 

Germany’s Merkel, U.S. energy secretary and IMF visit Ukraine

(Continued on page 11)

On her fourth visit to Ukraine as Germany’s chancellor, Angela Merkel on November 
1 receives a bouquet of flowers from President Petro Poroshenko at the Mariyinsky 
Palace in Kyiv before meetings with top officials to discuss bilateral issues and the 

Donbas war.

Presidential Administration of Ukraine

Holy Ascension Orthodox Church celebrates centennial
by Matthew Dubas

MAPLEWOOD, N.J. – Metropolitan 
Antony and Archbishop Daniel, hierarchs of 
the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the 
U.S.A., concelebrated a hierarchical divine 
liturgy on October 20 to mark the 100th 
anniversary of the founding of Holy 
Ascension Ukrainian Orthodox Church in 
Maplewood, N.J.

Speaking afterwards at the anniversary 
reception, Parish Board President Lynne 
Gulak noted the sacrifices made by the pio-
neers of Holy Ascension parish, with its 
founding in Newark, N.J., in 1918 with over 
700 members. She stated in her greeting: 
“…As we celebrate 100 years, the faithful 
church family worshipped in four different 
church buildings; three buildings were 

Metropolitan Antony (center, right) and Archbishop Daniel with clergy and faithful at the centennial of Holy Ascension Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church. 

uocofusa.org

(Continued on page 8)
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Calls for law enforcement officials’ ouster

Dozens of Ukrainian human rights 
groups and civic organizations have called 
for the resignation of the country’s top law 
enforcement officials after anti-corruption 
activist Kateryna Handzyuk succumbed to 
wounds suffered during an acid attack. In an 
open letter published by the Kyiv-based 
Center for Human Rights Information on 
November 5, 75 Ukrainian organizations 
said they were “outraged” by the state of the 
investigation into a wave of attacks against 
Ukraine’s civic activists. Ms. Handzyuk, who 
was known for her scathing criticism of 
police corruption, was doused with sulfuric 
acid outside of her Kherson home on July 
31. The 33-year-old activist died on 
November 4 in a Kyiv hospital where she 
was being treated for burns from the attack. 
Five suspects, including a law enforcement 
officer, have been arrested for their alleged 
involvement, but the mastermind of the 
attack remains unknown. The 75 human 
rights groups and civic organizations wrote 
in their joint letter that the attack against 
Ms. Handzyuk was meant to “intimidate” 
those who “rebel against decades of rooted 
corruption and organized crime.” The 
groups demanded “the dismissal of the 
leadership of the Kherson police,” which 
they said “from the very beginning sabo-
taged the investigation into the attack.” They 
also called for the resignation of Prosecutor 
General Yuriy Lutsenko and Internal Affairs 
Minister Arsen Avakov, saying they have 
“sabotaged reform of law enforcement 
agencies” in the country. The offices of 
Messrs. Lutsenko and Avakov did not imme-
diately respond to the letter. The United 
States, Britain, and Germany are among the 
countries that have condemned the attack 
and called for a thorough, independent 
investigation. “The death of this fearless civ-
il-society activist must spur the Ukrainian 
authorities into providing a credible answer 
to the question on everyone’s lips: who 
killed Kateryna Handzyuk?” Amnesty 
International’s Ukraine director, Oksana 
Pokalchuk, said. “This answer will only 
come through an impartial, effective, and 
transparent investigation, the type of which 
we have not seen in so many cases.” Ms. 
Pokalchuk said the authorities “have so far 
chosen to focus on a few individual cases 
and ignored the wider pattern and numer-

ous specific instances, but this must now 
change.” Reformist lawmaker Mustafa 
Nayyem wrote on the Novoye Vremya news 
site: “These killers, potential and actual, will 
be stopped only by real actions, not virtual 
ones. …Whether they will continue to 
drench us with acid, slaughter us in door-
ways, and shoot us in the back in our own 
country depends on how and what we do 
now.” His brother, Masi Nayyem, a lawyer 
representing Ms. Handzyuk’s interests, told 
RFE/RL that the “very first thing” needed to 
bring her killers to justice is political will. 
(Christopher Miller of RFE.RL)

Ukrainian soldier, ‘separatists’ killed

Ukraine’s government says one of its sol-
diers has been killed and four wounded as a 
result of clashes with Russia-backed sepa-
ratists in eastern Ukraine. The Defense 
Ministry in Kyiv said on November 5 that 
separatist fighters violated a ceasefire 18 
times during the previous 24 hours by fir-
ing machine guns, grenade launchers, and 
mortars. It said Ukrainian government forc-
es killed three pro-Russia fighters and 
wounded four others. Russia-backed “sepa-
ratists,” meanwhile, accused Ukrainian gov-
ernment forces of violating the ceasefire 21 
times during the previous 24 hours using 
guns, grenade launchers, and mortars. 
Since April 2014, more than 10,300 people 
have been killed in fighting between Kyiv’s 
forces and the separatists who control parts 
of Ukraine’s eastern regions of Donetsk and 
Luhansk. (RFE/RL, with reporting by 
Interfax and TASS)

Poroshenko, Bartholomew sign agreement

Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko 
and the Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew 
have signed an agreement on cooperation 
and interaction between Kyiv and the 
Patriarchate of Constantinople that paves 
the way for the establishment of an indepen-
dent Ukrainian Church, a plan which has 
angered Moscow. The agreement was signed 
after a meeting between the patriarch and 
the president in Istanbul on November 3. 
The meeting came after a synod of the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate chaired by Patriarch 
Bartholomew, who is considered the leader 
of the 300-million-strong worldwide 
Orthodox community, decreed on October 

(Continued on page 14)

 ANALYSIS

U.S.-Ukraine Foundation

WASHINGTON – Reps. Marcy Kaptur 
(D-Ohio), Brian Fitzpatrick (R-Pa.,), Andy 
Harris (R-Md.) and Sander Levin (D-Mich.) 
have introduced House Joint Resolution 139 
inviting the president to proclaim a “Freedom 
to Choose Their Destiny for the Nations of 
Eastern Europe and Eurasia Week.” 

In a letter to their colleagues on Capitol 
Hill, the four lawmakers – all co-chairs of the 
House Ukraine Caucus — invited their fellow 
congressmen and congresswomen to 
become co-sponsors of the bipartisan reso-
lution aimed at affirming the right of Russia’s 
neighbors to pursue their democratic and 
Western aspirations free from Russian inter-
ference, coercion and aggression.

As described in the October 16 letter: 
“This resolution builds on the [Cold-War-
era] ‘Captive Nations Week’ Resolution, and 
invites the President through an annual 
proclamation to set the record straight that 
all nations have the right to self-determina-
tion, territorial sovereignty, and to choose 
their own destinies. It sends a message to 
our partners in the region that we stand 
with those that embrace liberty, instead of 
those that seek to tear it down. By standing 
together, we ensure a more democratic, 
secure and prosperous world.”

H.J. Res. 139, introduced on September 
12, states the position of the U.S. Congress 
on Russia’s violations of international 
agreements and norms vis-à-vis its neigh-
bors and authorizes and requests the presi-
dent of the United States to take specific 
actions in response:

“(1) Congress condemns the clear, gross 
and uncorrected violation of principles of 
the Helsinki Final Act, the Paris Charter, and 
other international agreements and norms 
by the Russian Federation in its relations 
with Georgia, Moldova and Ukraine in par-
ticular, including the flagrant violation of 
their sovereignty and territorial integrity;

“(2) the President is authorized and 
requested to issue a proclamation designat-
ing a ‘Freedom to Choose their Destiny for 
the Nations of Eastern Europe and Eurasia 
Week’ and inviting the people of the United 
States to observe such week with appropri-
ate ceremonies and activities;

 “(3) the President is further authorized 
and requested to issue a similar proclama-
tion each year until such time as the 
nations of Eastern Europe and Eurasia are 
free to exercise their sovereign rights with-
out outside interference; and

 “(4) the President is further authorized 
and requested to develop policies designed 
to support the efforts of these nations to 
determine their own futures, including pol-

icies to help these nations strengthen 
domestic vulnerabilities and impose penal-
ties on those violating their sovereignty 
and territorial integrity.”

In their “Dear Colleague” letter Reps. 
Kaptur, Fitzpatrick, Harris and Levin also 
underscore that:

“Since the fall of communism, the coun-
tries of Eastern Europe and Eurasia have 
made great progress to develop democratic 
institutions, free markets, and strong civil 
societies. Many have demonstrated their 
commitment to these important ideals 
through their accession in liberal institu-
tions such as the NATO Alliance and the 
European Union, which are critical to our 
national security.

“Indeed, the American people have stood 
with freedom-lovers across this region, to 
spread the blessings of liberty and democ-
racy to these nations. For this reason, since 
1959, the President of the United States has 
proclaimed the third week of July as 
‘Captive Nations Week.’ This very special 
occasion shined a light on the plight of 
nations oppressed by [the] Soviet Russian 
regime, and continues to reaffirm America’s 
commitment to those dedicated to democ-
racy, rule of law, freedom, and justice.

“Russia seeks to undermine democratic 
institutions, and thus strengthen its hold on 
that region through hybrid warfare. This 
includes election meddling, disinformation 
campaigns, extrajudicial assassinations, the 
intimidation of journalists and other forms 
of despicable behavior. Russia invaded and 
illegally occupies regions of Ukraine and 
Georgia, and seeks to rip away these nations’ 
ability to choose their democratic future.”

A fact sheet in support of the resolution 
which was prepared by the National 
Security Task Force of the Friends of 
Ukraine Network (FOUN), an initiative of 
the U.S.-Ukraine Foundation, states that 
“Russian aggression is everywhere. There 
are assaults on the democratic election pro-
cesses in numerous countries, cyberwar-
fare, pervasive, malignant propaganda and 
actual shooting warfare with resulting 
instability, loss of life and genuine fear in 
countries bordering Russia.” Russia’s neigh-
bors have been and are “subject to 
[Moscow’s] open warfare and intrusion into 
[their] sovereign boundaries” with Russian 
military aggression in Ukraine leaving more 
than 10,000 people dead, explains FOUN.

The U.S.-Ukraine Foundation is urging 
supporters of Ukraine to contact their con-
gressional lawmakers and encourage them 
to sign on as co-sponsors of H. J. Res. 139 
on proclaiming a “Freedom to Choose their 
Destiny for the Nations of Eastern Europe 
and Eurasia Week.”

RFE/RL

Nobel Peace Prize laureate Lech Walesa, 
co-founder of Poland’s Solidarity move-
ment and the country’s first post-Commu-
nist president, says a new international 
Solidarity movement is needed to propel 
democracy forward in Russia and respond 
to Moscow’s aggressive foreign policies.

At age 75, having served from 1990 to 
1995 as Poland’s president, Mr. Walesa is 
now a retired politician and labor activist.

But he maintains an office in Gdansk at 
the European Solidarity Center, a museum 

dedicated to the civil resistance movement 
he led during the 1980s against Poland’s 
Moscow-backed Communist government.

As Solidarity transformed under nearly a 
decade of martial law into a powerful political 
force, it also inspired a revolutionary wave in 
the late 1980s that brought down Communist 
rule across Central and Eastern Europe.

But Poland was the first Warsaw Pact 
country to break free of Soviet dominance.

“We need Russia,” Mr. Walesa told RFE/
RL on October 19 as he gazed through his 

Resolution introduced in House strives
to affirm freedom of Russia’s neighbors

Walesa for global Solidarity movement
in response to Russia’s aggression
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Freedom of navigation, security at stake in Sea of Azov
by Ihor Kabanenko

Eurasia Daily Monitor

Russia is continuing to implement its 
“boa constrictor strategy” in the Sea of 
Azov, aimed at strangling the economy of 
Ukraine’s littoral areas (see Eurasia Daily 
Monitor, February 22, April 12, May 22, 31, 
June 11, 28). The overall situation has 
sharpened since this spring, when the 
Russian coast guard first began systemati-
cally boarding and carrying out purposeful-
ly time-consuming inspections of merchant 
vessels traveling to and from Ukraine’s 
Azov Sea ports. In the past six months, a 
total of 683 merchant vessels (Gazeta.ua, 
November 2) from 19 countries, including 
four Black Sea states (Bulgaria, Romania, 
Turley and Ukraine), have been targeted by 
this type of Russian activity (Blackseanews.
net, July 10).

According to Volodymyr Omelyan, the 
Ukrainian minister of infrastructure, 
Russian harassment of Azov Sea shipping 
has already caused more than 1 billion hrv 
($36 million U.S.) in losses for Ukraine’s 
economy (Ukrinform, October 26). In fact, 
this Russian activity specifically aims to 
destabilize the socio-economic situation in 
the major Ukrainian port cities of Mariupol 
and Berdiansk, which could be a preface to 
intensive “hybrid” or even large-scale mili-
tary scenarios – akin to what took place in 
Crimea almost five years ago.

The Kremlin authorities argue that the 
Russian coast guard’s activities out at sea 
are being carried out in accordance with 
the United Nations Convention on the Law 
of the Sea (UNCLOS). But, in reality, Russia 
has been abusing both the letter and spirit 
of international maritime law. Only vessels 
directed to/from Ukrainian ports in the Sea 
of Azov are being inspected by Russian 
patrols. And such inspections continue to 
be unjustifiably long. For example, the 
delay in passage through the Kerch Strait 
by Canadian bulker Federal Nagara reached 
282 hours; and Turkish vessel Kaleli Ana 
was held for 132 hours. Some boarding 
inspections take place only three to five 
miles from the Ukrainian coast – that is, 
well within Ukraine’s territorial waters, 
which, as recognized by international law, 
extend 12 nautical miles out from the coast 
(Blackseanews.net, August 2, October 22).

This Russian activity at sea is accompa-
nied by Moscow’s disregard of the 
Ukrainian-Russian agreement on coopera-
tion in the Sea of Azov and the Kerch Strait, 
signed in 2003 – specifically, the provision 
on the joint delimitation of the Azov 
waters. Although having recently weighed 
the possibility of withdrawing from the 
bilateral agreement (see EDM, October 17), 
for now Ukrainian officials say they do not 
wish to abandon it (UNIAN, October 30). 

Nevertheless, the Russian side’s bold-
ness in approaching the Ukrainian shore 
has disoriented Ukrainian naval and coast 
guard forces regarding how they should 
react to these provocations and how best 
to protect Ukraine’s national interests at 
sea.

The ongoing militarization of the Sea of 
Azov is becoming a serious issue as well, 
and it has already raised concerns among 
officials in the European Parliament 
(Ukrinform, October 23). To date, Moscow 
has deployed at least 120 different military 
and patrol ships to the Sea of Azov since 
April (Ukrainian Pravda, October 30). 
Moreover, those deployments should be 
considered in conjunction with the concen-
tration of Russia’s joint military forces near 
Ukrainian borders, including land and 
amphibious troops, combat aviation and 
strictly offensive long-range missile carri-
ers. From this, it is possible to reason that 
the Kremlin apparently has not given up on 
the idea of eventually trying to forcibly cre-
ate a land corridor (across southeastern 
Ukraine) from Russia to Crimea (5.ua, 
October 30) and continues to use hybrid 
tactics to create favorable conditions for 
such an operation.

The same Kremlin approach based on 
force domination is obvious in the Black 
Sea as well. Notably, Moscow has created 
mobile anti-access/area-denial (A2/AD) 
zones around occupied Ukrainian natural 
gas rigs located in the north part of the 
Black Sea. This has left only a narrow mari-
time passage between those A2/AD bub-
bles and Snake Island (Ukraine) for inter-
national navigation to/from the economi-
cally and strategically important Odesa-
Mykolayiv-Kherson port hub (Zn.ua, 
August 23). No visible Russian naval activi-
ty has been reported inside this corridor 
yet; but the pattern of Russian behavior in 

the Sea of Azov points to the potential for 
looming threats ahead.

In the face of this dangerous Russian 
activity in the maritime domain, Ukrainian 
President Petro Poroshenko has instructed 
the government to speed up preparations 
for a new maritime doctrine (Ukrinform, 
September 6) as well as to reinforce 
Ukraine’s own naval presence in the Sea of 
Azov and to build up urgently needed naval 
infrastructure there (Tyzhden.ua, 
September 7). And more recently, the 
European Parliament called on the 
European Union to toughen Russia sanc-
tions if the situation in the Azov Sea esca-
lates further (UNIAN, October 25).

Ukraine’s agricultural and industrial 
sectors are linked by sea to more than 120 
countries around the world (Antikor, 
January 2018). Thus, Russia’s “hybrid” 
strategy to turn the Sea of Azov into an 
“internal Russian lake” has the potential to 
seriously undermine not only the security 
situation in Ukraine but also in the broader 
Black Sea region and beyond. These 
Russian limitations on the freedom of navi-
gation in the Azov Sea and Kerch Strait 
could easily and rapidly escalate into an 
open regional conflict. Measures taken in 
the earliest stages of a crisis tend to be 
most effective at preventing its further 
escalation. Yet, Black Sea states have so far 
not come together in formulating a com-
mon response to address the worsening 
maritime security situation in their region.

Meanwhile, Kyiv’s two most important 
priorities to address this threat are argu-
ably to quickly approve an updated mari-
time doctrine and naval strategy as well as 
to take steps to build up a “mosquito fleet” 
(see EDM, March 9, 2017) capable of 
defending the freedom of navigation in the 
Black and Azov Seas. As such, collaboration 
with the United States on the procurement 
of Island-class cutters as well as Mark V 
and Mark VI fast combat boats could be 
essential as Kyiv strives to re-establish sov-
ereign control over its littoral waters and 
seeks to prevent open conflict at sea with 
its aggressive eastern neighbor.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

 NEWS ANALYSIS

U.S. Department of State

WASHINGTON – On November 5, the 
United States and Ukraine held the second 
U.S.-Ukraine Cybersecurity Dialogue in Kyiv. 
The United States and Ukraine reaffirmed 
their commitment to promote an open, 
interoperable, reliable and secure Internet; 
to enhance bilateral cooperation; and to 
combat cyberthreats of mutual concern.

The United States and Ukraine 
exchanged information on their respective 
national cybersecurity policy develop-
ments over the last year, discussed threat 
trends and recent cyber incidents, and 
identified further areas for cooperation. 
Both countries reaffirmed their support for 
a framework for responsible state behavior 
in cyberspace, based on the applicability of 
international law, adherence to non-bind-
ing norms of responsible state behavior 
during peacetime and the implementation 
of practical cyber confidence-building mea-
sures.

As a demonstration of U.S. commitment 
to supporting cybersecurity in Ukraine, the 
United States has pledged a total of $10 
million in cybersecurity assistance for 
Ukraine since the first U.S.-Ukraine cyber-
security dialogue in 2017. Today, the dele-
gations reviewed proposed U.S. cybersecu-
rity assistance projects, developed in con-
sultation with relevant Ukrainian agencies 
and stakeholders. The projects include: 
strengthening the cybersecurity of election 
systems and critical infrastructure, sup-
porting implementation of Ukraine’s 
national cyber strategy, enhancing cyber 
defense and incident response capacity, 
raising cybersecurity awareness, and pro-
viding trainings on cybersecurity work-
force development and digital forensics. 
They complement the United States’ other 
ongoing efforts to cooperate with Ukraine 
on cybersecurity matters.

U.S. Deputy Chief of Mission in Kyiv 
Pamela Tremont and Ukraine Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs Director General for 

International Security Serhii Shutenko pro-
vided opening remarks. 

The U.S. delegation included representa-
tives from the departments of State, 
Homeland Security, Energy and Defense, 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the 
U.S. Agency for International Development. 

The Ukrainian delegation consisted of 
representatives from the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, the National Security and 
Defense Council, the State Service for 
Special Communication and Information 
Protection, the State Security Services of 
Ukraine, the Ministry of Defense, the 
General Staff, the National Bank of Ukraine, 
the Ministry of Information Policy, the 
Central Election Commission, the Foreign 
Intelligence Service of Ukraine, the State 
Financial Monitoring Service of Ukraine, 
the National Institute for Strategic Studies, 
the Ministry of Energy and Coal Industry, 
the National Securities and Stock Market 
Commission, and the National Police of 
Ukraine.

Second U.S.-Ukraine Cybersecurity Dialogue held in Kyiv

Quotable 
notes

“We do not and we will not recog-
nize the illegal annexation of the 
Crimean peninsula to the Russian 
Federation. It is first and foremost a 
matter of principles and values – 
principles and values that all 
European nations agreed in Helsinki 
in 1975.

“We all agreed to the basic princi-
ple that our frontiers cannot be 
changed by military force. This is a 
principle, this is a value, on which 
our common living together is 
based. This is also a fundamental 
interest of all Europeans, because 
this is the foundation of peace and 
security on our European continent. 
When this principle is violated – as it 
has been – we are all less secure in 
our continent.

“The events in the Sea of Azov are 
a demonstration of this: when the 
basic rules of peaceful co-existence 
are disregarded, instability and ten-
sions are bound to rise. The con-
struction of the Kerch Bridge 
between the Crimean peninsula and 
the Russian Federation took place 
without Ukraine’s consent, and it 
constitutes another violation of 
Ukraine’s sovereignty and territorial 
integrity. On top of that, the bridge 
hinders the passage of vessels to 
Ukrainian ports in the Azov Sea.

“Six months ago, Russia started to 
apply a new inspection regime for 
cargo vessels coming from Ukraine’s 
ports in the Azov Sea, or heading 
towards them. These inspections led 
to long delays, which have increased 
dramatically over the past months. 
This has direct consequences on 
shipping costs,  not only for 
Ukrainian exporters, but also for 
vessels flying a European Union 
member state’s flag. So far, more 
than 200 vessels under both 
Ukrainian and international flags 
have been affected by these controls 
by Russia, which in some cases last-
ed several days.

“Even more worrying, tougher 
controls on naval traffic in the strait 
have gone in parallel with the milita-
rization of the Azov Sea. Russia has 
recently started deploying military 
vessels to the area in significant 
numbers, and Ukraine has partially 
responded with an increased mili-
tary presence. ...

“A militarization of the Azov Sea 
is in no-one’s interest, and it can 
only destabilize the delicate security 
situation in the wider Black Sea 
region.

“Let me remind us all that the 
Black Sea is a European sea, and we 
do not want to witness yet another 
military build-up in our immediate 
region. We will continue to push for 
the respect of international law and 
conventions, and to support Ukraine 
in these challenging circumstances. I 
am sure that I can count on the sup-
port of this [European] Parliament 
in this work we are doing.”

–  E u r o p e a n  U n i o n  H i g h 
Representative for Foreign Affairs 
and Security Policy Federica 
Mogherini, speaking at the European 
Parliament on October 23, as cited by 
Ukrainian Canadian Congress Daily 
Briefing.
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Ukrainian Evangelical Baptist Convention concerned
about religious persecution in occupied Ukraine

by Tom Hawrylko

CLIFTON, N.J. – Nova UA Federal Credit 
Union held a ribbon cutting ceremony on 
October 20 to celebrate the completed con-
struction of its main facility at 851 Allwood 
Road, in Clifton, N.J. That event was fol-
lowed on November 3 with a blessing of 
the building – a community celebration to 
mark the grand opening.

At the core of the name “Nova” is the 
concept of innovation – the process of 
meeting new challenges with new 
approaches. And in Latin, as well as in 
Ukrainian, the word “nova” simply means 
new. 

“We understood that to maintain our 
service to our members, the credit union 
needed to expand not only our physical 
location, but the way we do business over-
all,” said CEO Val Bogattchouk. “With our 
rapid growth and the increasing demand 
for mobile banking and online services, we 
remain committed to the credit union phi-
losophy of people helping people, being 
owned by our members and serving our 
community.” 

Rates offered by the credit union for 
IRAs and CDs are the highest in the region, 
and Mr. Bogattchouk said, while personal 
service remains at its core, mobile banking 
is just a click away. 

by Alex Harbuziuk

RIDLEY PARK, Pa. – The Ukrainian Evangelical Baptist 
Convention in the U.S.A. is urging its churches and mem-
bers to pray for churches and people undergoing religious 
persecution in the war zone in southeastern Ukraine.

The UEBC’s president, the Rev. Roman Kapran, recent-
ly sent a letter to pastors in his association calling for 
prayers during services on Sunday, October 28, and 
other Sundays.

“In connection with the circumstances that have aris-
en for our brothers and sisters in Christ in churches in 
parts of the Luhansk and Donetsk regions, I propose to 
offer intercessory prayers,” the Rev. Kapran wrote.

The Rev. Kapran cited information he received from 
the Baptist Union of Ukraine that “Russian-supported 
occupation authorities of the so-called ‘LPR’ (Luhansk 
People’s Republic) have refused to re-register 
Evangelical churches and banned all their religious activ-
ities, including at church-owned prayer houses and even 
in private homes.”

Information provided by the Rev. Igor Bandura, first 
vice-president of the Baptist Union of Ukraine, points out 
that “leaders of various Evangelical Protestant churches 
of Ukraine indicate that occupation authorities in 
Luhansk have refused to register any of the Evangelical 
Christian church communities (Baptists, Pentecostals, 
Adventists). This means a complete ban on any religious 
activities of Evangelical churches in the occupied territo-
ries of the Luhansk region. At the same time, as church 
representatives testify, this ban affects not only worship 
at the prayer houses, but also includes gatherings of 
believers in homes, for which there are threats of fines 
and arrests.”

Russian-backed militants are forcing religious organi-
zations in the occupied territories to re-register under 
the threat of banning all their activities, by fines and sei-
zure of temples, churches and other church property, yet 
now they are refusing to accept registrations.

Occupation authorities of Luhansk passed a law in 
February requiring all religious communities to undergo 
a mandatory re-registration procedure. The deadline 
was October 15.

Up to 100 Baptist churches are forced to survive 
under conditions of occupation and oppression. 
Currently, there are 40 Baptist churches in the occupied 
territories of the Luhansk region and 43 in the Donetsk 
region, with a total of 4,763 members, that belong to the 
Baptist Union of Ukraine. 

The situation for religious communities is alarming 
and unstable. Key human rights are violated, freedom of 
religion is limited and the existence of religious groups 
there is threatened. Some congregations have begun to 
gather in the countryside and in forests, according to the 
Baptist Union.

Also noteworthy is that the so-called “law of LPR” also 
limits the Orthodox communities allowed to operate in 
the occupied territories of the Luhansk region, requiring 
them to be recognized by world Orthodoxy and only 
“within the canonical territories of the Moscow 
Patriarchate” (Article 6). Such a requirement jeopardizes 
the activities of Kyiv Patriarchate communities of the 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church.

The Rev. Kapran said he is appealing to people of all 
confessions and to all people of goodwill to pray and to 
raise their voices about violations of human rights in the 
occupied regions of Ukraine.

In calling for prayer, the Rev. Kapran cited the 
Scripture passage in 1 Timothy 2: 1-2: “I urge, then, first 
of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiv-
ing be made for all people — for kings and all those in 
authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all 
godliness and holiness.” He continued, “We believe that 
our God is Lord of the whole earth, and He holds in His 
right hand the ‘seven stars’ (Church). By having direct 
access to the throne of grace, we will bring protection 
and spiritual strength in prayers for our brothers and 
sisters in the Lord.”

Director of UWC Mission in Ukraine 
participates in second Forum of Migrants 

UWC

TORONTO – On October 5-7, the director of the 
Ukrainian World Congress (UWC) Mission in Ukraine, 
Serhiy Kasyanchuk, participated in and addressed the 
second Forum of Migrants of Central and Western Europe 
organized by the Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church 
(UGCC) on the theme “Children and youth in the estab-
lishment of a new Ukrainian diaspora in Europe. 
Challenges and opportunities for the Church.” 

The forum, which was held in Rome, examined in 
depth the roles of the school and church, spiritual guid-
ance for youth and children, and the development of a 
youth movement in the diaspora.

Participating in the event were representatives of the 
UGCC clergy, the governing authorities of Ukraine, and 
community organizations from Europe, including 
Patriarch Sviatoslav, primate of the UGCC; Bishop Yosyf 
Milan, head of Pastoral Care for Migrants in the UGCC; and 
Bishop Borys Gudziak of the Eparchy of St. Volodymyr the 
Great in Paris. Also attending were representatives of the 
Vatican, the Ministry of Youth and Sport of Ukraine, Lviv 
Polytechnic International Institute for Education, Cultural 
and Diaspora Relations, as well as youth organizations 
such as the Ukrainian Youth Association and Plast 
Ukrainian Scouting Organization.

Individual participants included Ukrainians residing in 
Italy, Spain, Portugal, France, Great Britain, Poland, 
Belgium, the Netherlands, Austria, Greece, Estonia, Latvia 
and Moldova.

“Today’s children and youth will eventually become 
the foundation of the Ukrainian community in Europe 
and, as such, it is critical to nurture in their consciousness 
and soul the Ukrainian language along with spiritual and 
Christian values, and provide the proper orientation, 
instill a dedication to their homeland, and expand their 
knowledge of its history, traditions and culture,” stated 
the director of the UWC Mission in Ukraine, Mr. 
Kasyanchuk.

In front of Nova’s new main office (from left) are: George Oliarnyk, 
Walter Voinov, Dr. Michael Lewko, Val Bogattchouk, Pawlo Figol, 

Volodymyr Hunko, Jaroslaw Fedun and Nicholas Kosciolek.

Tom Hawrylko

Nova UA Federal Credit Union holds grand opening of its new building

Board Chair Dr. Michael Lewko (left) and CEO Val Bogattchouk, cut the ribbon at the Nova UA 
Federal Credit Union building on October 20. 

In short, he added, Nova has 
grown and become “The New Way to 
Do Your Banking.” 

Established in 1959 to serve the 
Ukrainian American community, the 
credit union officially opened in 
January 1960 as Self Reliance 
(Passaic, N.J.) Federal Credit Union in 
a rented room within the Ukrainian 
National Home on Hope Avenue in 
Passaic.

“We had zero assets,” stated Mr. 
Bogattchouk. “There were no inves-
tors. People became members and 
deposited $5 and $10. As our assets 

grew we began making small loans 
for cars and home improvements… 
then mortgages.”

Led by a board of directors that 
purchased its present location at 851 
Allwood Road in 1989, the credit 
union’s charter was changed shortly 
afterwards to allow anyone who 
works, lives, worships or attends 
school in Passaic County to join. To 
find out more, readers may go to 
novafcu.com or visit the credit 
union’s main office at 851 Allwood 
Road or its branch at 237 Dayton 
Ave.
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by Yaro Bihun
Special to The Ukrainian Weekly

WASHINGTON – Yuriy Shcherbak, the 
Ukrainian scientist, writer, historian, diplo-
mat and politician who spent more than a 
half a century helping to develop Ukraine 
into a successful independent country, was 
thanked and honored for his service with 
this year’s Omelan and Tatiana Antonovych 
Foundation award.

The award was presented October 20 in 
front of a large gathering at the Embassy of 
Ukraine in Washington, where he had served 
as post-Soviet Ukraine’s second ambassador 
from 1994 to 1998.

Welcoming him back to this historic 
Ukrainian Embassy, the current ambassa-
dor, Valeriy Chaly, opened the ceremony by 
expressing his gratitude to the Antonovych 
Foundation for recognizing Dr. Shcherbak’s 
accomplishments and “long-lasting dedi-
cated work” for Ukraine. He noted that two 
years ago, Dr. Shcherbak was honored by 
the president of Ukraine with the Order of 
Freedom for his “significant personal con-
tribution to the building of and social, sci-
entific, economic, cultural and educational 
development of Ukraine, and for his high 
professionalism.” 

He was Ukraine’s first minister of the 
environment, founder of the Green Party, 
researcher and the author of a documentary 
novel about the Chornobyl nuclear disaster 
and a dozen other books. Dr. Shcherbak, 
along with his wife, Maria, was also praised 
at the ceremony by William Miller, his con-
temporary as U.S. ambassador to Ukraine 
in the 1990s.

“He’s a great man. And I learned much 
from him and his books,” Ambassador Miller 
said, pointing out that “his Chornobyl expe-

rience was decisive,” that he was the best 
example of “glasnost” and that the old way 
of thinking was not acceptable anymore.

Speaking on behalf of the board of direc-
tors of the Antonovych Foundation, Roman 
Slonewsky noted that the annual awards 
began in 1981, that this was the 10th time 
the ceremony was being held in the historic 
building of the Embassy of Ukraine, and that 
the long list of award recipients represents a 
broad spectrum of professions – clergy, phy-
sicians, journalists, editors, doctors, librari-
ans, historians and statesmen from a num-
ber of nations, including Ukraine, America, 
Britain, Poland, Canada and Italy.

“All of these men and women have one 
thing in common: that through their work 
and achievements they helped to promote 
the study and appreciation of the culture of 
Ukraine, including its literature, history, 
religion and humanities – which are all the 
objectives of our foundation,” Mr. 
Slonewsky explained.

Before the award was presented to Dr. 
Shcherbak, the chairman of the Antonovych 
award nomination committee that recom-
mended him for the award, Dr. Martha 
Bohachevsky-Chomiak, shared her views 
about him.

“Today’s awardee is really a special one – 
a renaissance person of the Ukrainian 
renaissance, which continues in Ukraine, 
unlike in its post-Soviet northern neighbor 
Russia,” she said, adding that “In Ukraine he 
is known as a writer, but he is a popular 
writer whose works are being read, in con-
trast to the classical writers, who are quot-
ed but not read.”

She stressed that Dr. Shcherbak was not 
getting this award only for his writing. 
“He’s also known as a civil servant, who 
sacrificed his God-given writing talent to 

work on the development of the Ukrainian 
government service.”

“He is truly a pioneer person,” Dr. 
Bohachevsky-Chomiak said. “Yuriy 
Shcherbak established the first genuine 
political party in Ukraine, the Green Party. …
He is not only a diplomat, but a diplomat 
who is a theoretician, who has thought 
deeply on the problems of diplomacy, who 
has written a series of books on the contem-
porary situation in Ukraine, and who has 
worked hard to make the name of Ukraine 
well known in circles where it matters.”

Dr. Shcherbak was receiving this award, 
she said, “because he is a statesman of the 
country which he helped build, on the ruins 
that he and his generation inherited.” As 
such he deserves that award for not only 

writing about Ukraine, “but actually build-
ing Ukraine, actually creating Ukraine as the 
modern country that we all know and love.”

As inscribed on the award: “The Omelan 
and Tatiana Foundation presents its 2018 
award to Ambassador Dr. Yuriy Shcherbak, 
a true renaissance man, humanitarian, phy-
sician, diplomat, father.”

The award was accompanied with a 
check for $10,000.

Accepting the award, Dr. Shcherbak 
thanked those involved in the presentation 
and Ambassador Chaly for hosting the pre-
sentation at the Ukrainian Embassy.

“This building, and this room, are associ-
ated with the best moments of my life: as 

Mnohaya Lita to � e Ukrainian Weekly!
Ukrainian Congress Committee of America (UCCA) sincerely 
congratulates The Ukrainian Weekly on its 85th Anniversary!

UCCA commends the Ukrainian National Association for having
the foresight to make a lasting contribution to our community by publishing 

one of the most important newspapers in North America.

The Ukrainian Weekly has remained a reliable outlet that has allowed 
our community to keep abreast of not only Ukraine-related news, but

 more importantly, the vital work and accomplishments 
of our Ukrainian American Community.

UCCA would like to thank all the editors and staff at The Ukrainian 
Weekly for maintaining the highest of standards when disseminating the 
truth about Ukraine and our community to the English-speaking world, 

Happy 85th Birthday to The Ukrainian Weekly!
UCCA wishes you many More Years of Success!

(Continued on page 12)

Dr. Yuriy Shcherbak shows the 2018 Omelan and Tatiana Antonovych Foundation 
Award he just received during the October 20 ceremony at the Ukrainian Embassy in 
Washington. Standing next to him are foundation board members Andrew Lewycky, 

Marta Voyevidka and Roman Slonewsky.   

Yaro Bihun

Yuriy Shcherbak awarded Antonovych prize
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A story on page 4 of this issue about the concern expressed by the Ukrainian 
Evangelical Baptist Convention (UEBC) in the U.S.A. regarding religious persecution 
in the war-torn areas of eastern Ukraine has once again brought that important 
topic to the fore. 

The situation for religious communities in the occupied parts of the Donetsk and 
Luhansk oblasts is alarming and unstable, the UEBC said. Key human rights are vio-
lated, freedom of religion is limited and the existence of religious groups there is 
threatened. Some congregations have begun to gather in the countryside and in for-
ests. Moreover, Russian-backed occupation authorities in Luhansk have tried to force 
religious organizations to re-register, but they are refusing to accept the registrations 
of those they deem unacceptable, including Evangelical Christian communities.

Pastor Ihor Bandura, First Deputy Head of the All-Ukrainian Union of Churches of 
Evangelical Christians-Baptists told the Religious Information Service in late October 
that believers fear gathering on Sundays in a house of prayer “if they know that 
armed people can break in during the worship, put them face down on the floor, 
record their passport data, interrogate ministers, seize property. …And now, after all 
of them refused to register, they face a serious question of how they can continue to 
exist.”

The situation in Russian-annexed Crimea is equally worrisome. Speaking on 
October 9 at a press briefing at the Ukraine Crisis Media Center in Kyiv, UOC-KP 
Archbishop Klyment of Symferopol and Crimea said Russian occupation authorities 
have created conditions under which his Church cannot legally continue its activi-
ties. “The UOC-KP in Crimea is not re-registered [as Russian legislation requires]. It 
was our principled position,” the archbishop stated. Lawyer Serhiy Zayets of the 
Regional Center for Human Rights explained at the briefing: “The requirements, 
established by the Russian Federation in order for the Church to continue its activi-
ties, are incompatible with a [pro-Ukrainian] position: the UOC-KP cannot agree to 
sign a treaty with the Russian Ministry of Defense, to undergo re-registration under 
Russian legislation. From the point of view of Russian legislation, the UOC-KP is not 
even a legal entity. This means that you cannot enter into new agreements, open a 
bank account, even pay court fees.” Professor of Ukrainian religious studies 
Oleksandr Sagan stated: “Russia is actually trying to eliminate this church in 
Crimea. It is about physical impediment, intimidation of priests and legal pressure.” 
Furthermore, Archbishop Klyment said he expects that, “after the adoption of the 
Tomos [of autocephaly for Ukraine’s Orthodox Church], there could be more severe 
actions against the Church of the Kyivan Patriarchate” in Crimea.

All of the above is borne out in the U.S. State Department’s latest report on reli-
gious freedom around the globe (released on May 29). In the Donbas, the report 
noted: “Russia-led forces continued to control parts of the Donetsk and Luhansk 
Oblasts and to detain and imprison religious leaders. …A ‘People’s Council’ amend-
ment to the local ‘law’ on religion empowered Russian proxy authorities to abolish 
religious groups and associations. Russia-led forces continued to occupy religious 
buildings of minority religious groups and use them as military facilities.” In 
Crimea, the State Department reported that Jehovah’s Witnesses, Protestants and 
Muslims “faced charges of conducting illegal missionary activities” and “occupation 
authorities continued to subject Muslim Crimean Tatars to abductions, forced psy-
chiatric hospitalizations, imprisonment and detentions.”

In short, the religious rights of people living on the occupied territories of 
Ukraine have been severely curtailed and violated – yet another result of Vladimir 
Putin’s ongoing war on our ancestral homeland.

The Ukrainian Weekly

Ten years ago, on November 14, 2008, the European Union 
announced the start of negotiations on a new, expanded partner-
ship agreement with Russia during a summit in Nice, France. 
Following Russia’s invasion of Georgia and within days of its 
threats to target missiles at EU member-countries allied with the 
United States, Russian President Dmitry Medvedev was being 

welcomed as a “strategic partner-in-waiting” of the EU.
Lithuania, however, attempted to redeem the integrity of EU policy, but it could only 

uphold its own.
The 1997 EU-Russia Partnership and Cooperation Agreement had expired in 2007. The 

EU held a summit with Russia on June 26-27, 2008, in Khanti-Mansiisk, Russia, where the 
EU agreed to start negotiations on an upgraded agreement that Russia wanted to be one 
of strategic partnership.

At the time, the EU had kept silent about Russia’s military threats to Georgia, although 
the EU leaders had promised to raise that issue. Six weeks later, Russia invaded Georgia.

Russian forces were accused of building permanent bases in Abkhazia and South 
Ossetia, occupying additional areas beyond those held before the beginning of the conflict 
on August 7, and ethnically cleansing Georgian populations, barring access to monitors of 
the EU and the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE). In late 
October, French President Nicolas Sarkozy and France’s Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Bernard Kouchner spoke of Russia’s “overall compliance” with the armistice terms. The 
position was shared by Javier Solana, the EU’s high foreign policy representative, during 
his meeting with Russian Foreign Affairs Minister Sergei Lavrov in St. Petersburg.

Russia understood that its behavior in Georgia would have no repercussions on 
EU-Russia relations.

Initially, there was resistance among some EU members, including Britain, Sweden, the 

Nov. 
14
2008

Turning the pages back...

by Paul Goble

If Moscow continues to interfere with 
the march of Ukraine’s Orthodox to auto-
cephaly, it could lose not only its Church in 
Ukraine – there is no Russian Church there 
now legitimately, a representative of the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate says – but even 
have its own autocephaly taken away and 
watch as Belarus gains autocephaly as well.

In an interview with BBC’s Ukrainian 
service, Archbishop Iov of the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate in Constantinople says that the 

Moscow Patriarchate, having lost its posi-
tion in Ukraine, could easily lose more if it 
continues to interfere and refuses to accept 
the decision on autocephaly for Ukraine 
that only Constantinople is entitled to 
make.

If it does not stop and does not accept 
the inevitability of Ukrainian autocephaly, 
Archbishop Iov continues, Constantinople 
will have to consider other steps, including 
even the possibility of stripping Moscow 

by Paul Goble

The Ecumenical Patriarch has made clear 
that he will grant autocephaly to Ukraine’s 
Orthodox Church, but neither the Moscow 
Patriarchate nor the Russian state is pre-
pared to accept that. Instead, both are con-
sidering ways that they can prevent the real-
ization of autocephaly even if they can’t now 
stop Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew 
from offering it.

Irina Polyakova, a commentator for the 
Russian nationalist site Politikus, lists four 
things which she believes constitute “barri-
ers on the path to the Tomos” and which 
Moscow, religious and secular, can exploit 
to maintain Russia’s position in Ukraine all 
the talk of the inevitability of autocephaly 
notwithstanding (politikus.ru/articles/ 
113314-chetyre-barera-na-puti-k-tomosu.
html).

The first of these is the rumored corrup-
tion of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, which 
supposedly has received as much as $25 
million (U.S.) from the Ukrainian authori-

ties for the Tomos. That can be played up, 
Ms. Polyakova suggests, to show that 
“Bartholomew is not simply a splitter and a 
raider but corrupt as well.”

The second is Patriarch Bartholomew’s 
overweening pride. He believes, the Russian 
commentator says, that he is not just first 
among equals of Orthodox patriarchs but an 
“Eastern pope” with the right to give orders 
to others. That has already generated nega-
tive reactions among many of the others, 
Ms. Polyakova says; it can generate more as 
the Tomos process proceeds.

The third, she continues, is the link 
between Patriarch Bartholomew and the 
Gulen movement in Turkey. That has been 
well-established, Ms. Polyakova says, and the 
Turkish government is well aware of it. And 
the Turkish Orthodox Church is playing this 
up. Consequently, Patriarch Bartholomew 
may have to move to Ukraine – and that will 
make his universal pretensions disappear.

And fourth and perhaps most important, 
the Ukrainian Church assembly that must 
precede the Tomos may not be able to unite. 
Indeed, “the impossibility of the Kyiv splitters 
to agree among themselves has frequently 
cut the ground under from any possibility of 
creating a Ukrainian Church of its own.”

None of these tactics may work, of 
course; but their enumeration is a remind-
er that just because most Ukrainians and 
most others around the world assume that 
a grant of autocephaly to Ukraine is a done 
deal, Moscow isn’t willing to accept that 
and will continue to work to make sure that 
it doesn’t happen or collapses before it can 
be fully realized. 

Moscow could be stripped of autocephaly,
and Belarus could gain that status

Moscow sees four barriers to exploit
to block autocephaly’s realization in Ukraine

(Continued on page 17)

Occupation authorities’ persecution of religion

 WINDOW ON EURASIA

Russian flag at UIA draws  
ire and explanation

PARSIPPANY, N.J. – On November 2, the 
Ukrainian Institute of America posted an 
explanation on its website after Facebook 
photos and videos showed a Russian flag 
hanging from the flagpole at the Fletcher-
Sinclair Mansion in New York. 

Titled, “Regarding the display of the 
Russian flag at the Ukrainian Institute,” 
the statement, signed by Dr. Daniel G. 
Swistel, president of the Ukrainian 
Institute of America, reads: 

“The Ukrainian Institute of America 
rents out its facilities to independent orga-
nizations, including film companies, in 
order to provide funds for the mainte-
nance of our landmark building and the 
Institute’s programs. A recent rental on 
November 2, 2018, involved the portrayal 

of a Russian Consulate facility for a net-
work television series about a U.S. crime-
fighting organization, and various portions 
of the Institute’s building were trans-
formed to that effect. Because these are 
private rental arrangements, the Institute 
is usually not involved in the specifics of 
the decor during the rental. When it 
became clear that a Russian flag was being 
displayed on the exterior of the building, 
the film company was asked to remove the 
flag, and they complied. This particular 
rental has now been completed.”

The discussion in the comments sec-
tion of the Facebook posts noted the 
inappropriateness of the Russian flag at 
the UIA and the need for an explanation 
to the community. 

Paul Goble is a long-time specialist on 
ethnic and religious questions in Eurasia 
who has served in various capacities in the 
U.S. State Department, the Central 
Intelligence Agency and the International 
Broadcasting Bureau, as well as at the Voice 
of America and Radio Free Europe/Radio 
Liberty and the Carnegie Endowment for 
International Peace. The article above is 
reprinted with permission from his blog 
called “Window on Eurasia” (http://windo-
woneurasia2.blogspot.com/).

(Continued on page 19)
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 FOR THE RECORD

After a decade in Washington, D.C., 
Ambrose Bierce defined politics as “a strife of 
interests masquerading as a contest of princi-
ples.” Today, most people seem to hold either 
of two images of our capital: a fetid swamp 
that needs to be drained periodically because 
it keeps filling up with alligators, toads, 
water-snakes and Democrats – or a mad 
Republican three-ring circus run by a clown. 

I will not commit to either of these 
visions of reality. But I would like to point 
out that there is more to Washington than 
politics. For if you should visit this fair city, 
you will find at least five other noteworthy 
facets of its life. There is, of course, a 
Ukrainian dimension to each of them. 

First is diplomacy. Washington is not 
only the center of national politics, but of 
the United States’ relations with the rest of 
the world. The stretch of Massachusetts 
Avenue known as Embassy Row is lined 
with impressive chanceries in a variety of 
styles. Since 1992, the Embassy of Ukraine 
has occupied the Forrest-Marbury House in 
Georgetown, built in the 1780s (3350 M St. 
NW). You can still see the dining room 
where, in March 1791, George Washington 
persuaded local landowners to contribute 
land for the future capital. 

The Embassy was not, however, the first 
American outpost of independent Ukraine. 
A Ukrainian Representative Bureau was 
opened in 1918 in the U.S. Capitol Building. 
In August 1919, Julian Bachinsky estab-
lished a diplomatic mission at 1960 
Biltmore St. NW, in the Kalorama district. 
In the same year, he set up the Ukrainian 
Press Service downtown at 1329 E St. NW. 
In late 1920, the diplomatic mission and 
press service were combined and moved to 
1901 Columbia Road NW. In July 1921, 
Lonhyn Tsehelsky opened a diplomatic 
representation of the Western Ukrainian 
People’s Republic on the same premises. 
(The Rev. Joseph Denischuk, CSsR, ed., 
“Ukrainian Catholic National Shrine of the 
Holy Family, Washington, D.C.” Washington, 
D.C.: Shrine Commemorative Book 
Committee, 1988, pp. 20-23). Perhaps our 
community should install a commemora-
tive plaque at one of these sites.

Second, Washington is famous for its 
monuments – starting with the Washington 
Monument and including the Lincoln and 
Jefferson memorials. Naturally, Ukrainians 
have their own monument – to Taras Shev-
chenko – a powerful yet dignified bronze fig-
ure of the poet by Ukrainian Canadian sculp-
tor Leo Mol, accompanied by a sculpted 
panel. The complex at P and 22nd streets 
NW was designed by Ukrainian Canadian 
architect Radoslav Zuk and dedicated in 
1964. The Holodomor Memorial, dedicated 
in 2015 with a design by Washington archi-
tect Larysa Kurylas, is prominently situated 
at the intersection of Massachusetts Avenue, 
North Capitol and F streets, just a few 
blocks from Union Station and the Capitol, 
and on the way to Embassy Row. A wall 
depicting a field of wheat moving from posi-
tive to negative relief effectively conveys the 
Famine of 1932-1933 in a symbolic rather 
than a purely representational manner.

Third, Washington is known for its 
churches. Most famous is the National 
Cathedral, which is Episcopalian. Situated 
at the corner of Massachusetts and 
Wisconsin avenues NW, the enormous 
Gothic structure is considered America’s 
most beautiful cathedral. Along 16th Street 

NW is an architecturally fascinating array 
of mostly Protestant churches. Perhaps 
feeling a bit marginalized, American 
Catholics built the Basilica of the National 
Shrine of the Immaculate Conception, with 
Byzantine as well as Romanesque features, 
at 4th Street and Michigan Avenue NE in 
1920. If you visit, don’t miss the Chapel of 
the Mother of God on the lower level, con-
tributed by the Byzantine Ruthenian 
Church and blessed in 1974. 

If the Roman Catholics had a national 
shrine in Washington, Ukrainian Catholics 
had to have one too. So just a few hundred 
yards up the street at 4250 Harewood 
Road NE they built the Ukrainian Catholic 
National Shrine of the Holy Family, includ-
ing a church, belfry, auditorium, library and 
bookstore. Architect Miroslav Nimciv pro-
vided a modern interpretation of vernacu-
lar Hutsul style. At 15100 New Hampshire 
Ave. in suburban Silver Spring, Md., is St. 
Andrew Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral and 
hall, completed in 1987 by the same archi-
tect in Kozak Baroque style and consecrat-
ed on the millennium of the Baptism of 
Rus’-Ukraine in 1988. Just up the road at 
16631 New Hampshire Ave. is Holy Trinity 
Particular Ukrainian Catholic Church. Four 
architects and a master builder created this 
Hutsul-style wooden log structure, in per-
fect harmony with its forest setting. 

Fourth, Washington has become a cultur-
al as well as a political capital. The Kennedy 
Center for the Performing Arts, for exam-
ple, offers symphony, opera and ballet. 
Other venues feature theater, film and con-
temporary music. The National Gallery is 
like an immersion course in art history. The 
Washington Group Cultural Fund, a project 
of The Washington Group, organizes sever-
al concerts a year, usually by Ukrainian art-
ists performing works by Ukrainian com-
posers. These Sunday afternoon events are 
held at the historic Lyceum, just across the 
Potomac in Alexandria, Va. 

Finally, we should remember that the 
Washington area is rich in educational 
institutions. It is the home of Georgetown, 
George Washington, American, George 
Mason and Howard universities, as well as 
the Catholic University of America. On the 
secondary level, Georgetown Prep in North 
Bethesda claims such notable alumni as 
Supreme Court Justices Neil Gorsuch and 
Brett Kavanaugh. Since 1963, Ukrainians 
operate the Taras Shevchenko School of 
Ukrainian Studies in Bethesda, Md., a pre-K 
to 10th grade Saturday school. On a broad-
er community level, the Washington chap-
ter of the Shevchenko Scientific Society 
sponsors lectures, poetry readings and the 
occasional conference, sometimes in coop-
eration with the local branch of the 
Ukrainian Engineers’ Society of America. 
These and other events are announced on 
an Internet community bulletin board 
maintained by Ken Bossong, a Peace Corps 
volunteer who worked in Ukraine. 

So, even if you’re sick of politics, come to 
Washington. Preferably not in the summer, 
for then it really will feel like a swamp. And 
make sure you visit some Ukrainian sites 
and check for Ukrainian events. 
Washington, after all, is more than just a 
world capital. 

Five good things about Washington

Andrew Sorokowski can be reached at 
andrewsorokowski@gmail.com.

Following is the text of the statement by 
Ambassador Volodymyr Yelchenko, perma-
nent representative of Ukraine to the United 
Nations, at the U.N. Security Council briefing 
on the situation in Ukraine on October 30. 
The text of his remarks (as prepared) was 
released by the Permanent Mission of Ukraine 
to the United Nations (ukraineun.org).

Thank you, Mr. President, for having con-
vened this meeting.

I also appreciate the briefers’ presenta-
tions and analysis of the situation as well as 
expressed support to sovereignty and terri-
torial integrity of Ukraine.

My sincere thanks also go to the delega-
tions of Sweden, France, the Netherlands, 
Poland, the United Kingdom and the United 
States for their initiative to bring to the 
council’s attention the issue of prepara-
tions to illegal “elections” scheduled for 
November 11 in the occupied areas of the 
Donetsk and Luhansk 
regions of Ukraine.

Apparently, I am also 
supposed to thank the 
Russian delegation for 
the proposal to have 
this meeting in the 
chamber for “the sake 
of transparency.”

However, as it has 
become plainly obvious 
from the Russian state-
ment, the Russian dele-
gation is preoccupied, 
first and foremost, with 
using the council plat-
form to wage its disinformation campaign 
with regard to Ukraine and to accuse the 
Ukrainian government of everything and 
anything that happens in the occupied ter-
ritories in the Donetsk and Luhansk 
regions.

Such a behavior has nothing to do with 
enhancing transparency. But it definitely 
has everything to do with desperate 
attempts to avoid responsibility for Russia’s 
well-documented wrongful acts against 
Ukraine: the military aggression, occupa-
tion and attempted illegal annexation of 
Ukraine’s territories.

It is a behavior of a hardened and unre-
pentant criminal determined to make a 
mockery of a justice system.

Thus, I would like to express my deepest 
disappointment over the stance of the 
Russian side, which appears to be hell-bent 
on sabotaging all genuine efforts to find a 
peaceful solution to the conflict and to bring 
peace to the war-torn regions of Donbas.

Mr. President,
Esteemed Colleagues,
The main trigger for having today’s dis-

cussion is the intention of the Russian occu-
pation administration in the temporarily 
occupied territories of the Donetsk and 
Luhansk regions of Ukraine to hold so-
called “early elections,” which in reality 
would amount to putting armed gangs’ 
leaders in seats in illegitimate representa-
tive bodies. This is nothing else but a prov-
ocation, an outrage against the Minsk 
agreements and Ukraine’s sovereignty.

It is very unfortunate that the Kremlin 
chose the path of further escalation of the 
situation instead of full implementation of 
the Minsk agreements.

As Ukraine’s Foreign Ministry stated on 
September 7, the results of these fake “elec-
tions” will be null and void, will not have 
any legal effects and will be recognized nei-
ther by Ukraine nor the international com-
munity.

Moreover, such actions only undermine 
the Minsk agreements and inflict serious 
harm to international efforts to resolve the 
situation that arose as a result of the 
Russian military aggression and occupation 
of parts of Ukraine’s territory.

The Russian Federation knows very well 
that these so-called “elections” violate the 
Constitution of Ukraine, the Law of Ukraine 
“On interim local self-government order in 
certain areas of the Donetsk and Luhansk 
regions” and goes against both the letter 
and the spirit of the Minsk Agreements, 
which, as the Russian Federation is fond of 
reminding, were endorsed by this Council’s 
resolution 2202 back in 2015.

On October 4 this year, the Ukrainian 
Parliament extended the validity of the 
aforementioned law until the end of 2019, 
yet again confirming Ukraine’s adherence 
to its commitments under the Minsk agree-
ments.

Despite having more than enough time 
to assess the damage to the political pro-
cess that these “elections” will bring, the 
Russian Federation deliberately pushes for-
ward with carrying out this provocation.

None of us here has a crystal ball into 
the future, but there are indications that 
these so-called “elections” may serve as a 
stepping-stone towards a new cycle of the 
Russian armed aggression.

In this regard, I thank all members of the 
Security Council that gave their clear 
assessment of such actions by the Kremlin.

Let me make it clear: only legitimately 
and lawfully elected officials can represent 
the local communities in Donbas, and not 
the Kremlin’s puppets sent from or 
appointed by Moscow.

Thus, any elections that are to be recog-
nized as such have to be conducted accord-
ing to the Ukrainian legislation, in line with 
OSCE standards and under proper interna-
tional monitoring.

Mr. President,
Since the scope of today’s discussion 

was broadened by the Russian Federation 
with its sweeping assessments, unequivo-
cal characterizations and historical over-
views (since the latest provocation with 
organizing the mentioned sham “elections” 
is but one piece of a much larger picture of 
Russia’s destructive activities in and 
around Ukraine), I wish to highlight the fol-
lowing points.

We have all heard on numerous occa-
sions the Russian mantra (which was also 
repeated today) that the Ukrainian govern-
ment should engage directly with “repre-
sentatives of Luhansk and Donetsk.” A very 
inconvenient truth for the Russian side lies 
in the fact that there are no legitimate “rep-
resentatives of Luhansk and Donetsk” freely 
elected by the people. The persons sitting in 
the administrative buildings in Luhansk and 

Ukraine’s ambassador addresses
the U.N. Security Council

A very inconvenient truth for 
the Russian side lies in the fact 
that there are no legitimate 
“representatives of Luhansk 
and Donetsk” freely elected by 
the people. The persons sitting 
in the administrative buildings 
in Luhansk and Donetsk are  
simply Moscow’s puppets...

(Continued on page 12)
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located in Newark – Morton Street, Court Street, and 19th 
Street – and our present building is located on Irvington 
Avenue in Maplewood, N.J. Our founding fathers experienced 
many trials on their journey but they remained true to their 
mission, ever moving forward, holding on to their faith and 
traditions. With prayer and faith we are here today to cele-
brate the fruits of their labors on this 100-year milestone.”

“Our work for the future,” she told The Weekly, “is to 
reach out to our community as a viable parish for the next 
100 years.”

Prior to the divine liturgy, the hierarchs were formally 
greeted with flowers and the traditional bread and salt by 
Parish Board President Lynne Gulak and the Very Rev. Oleh 
Hucul, as well as members of the parish lay organizations – 
the brotherhood, sisterhood and the Ukrainian Orthodox 
League (UOL) chapters.

Joining the celebratory service were Protopresbyter 
Taras Chubenko, the Very Revs. John Nakonachny (former 
pastor of Holy Ascension, 1972-1987), Anthony Perkins, 
Jakiw Norton, Taras Naumenko, Zinoviy Zharsky and the 
Rev. Vasyl Pasakas, as well as the Rev. Deacons Ivan 
Tchopko (who was ordained a priest the following day in 
South Bound Brook, N.J.), Richard Jendras and Michael 
Abrahamson.

Other clergy in attendance included the Very Rev. Steve 
Repa and Rev. Deacon Sviatoslav Hot’.

The church choir, under the direction of Michael 
Komichak, included singers from St. Andrew the First-
Called Memorial Ukrainian Orthodox Church and other 
area churches, as well as seminarians from St. Sophia 
Theological Seminary in South Bound Brook, N.J. 

Following divine liturgy, parish members were recognized 
for their years of service and dedication to Holy Ascension. 
Recipients included: Daniel and Lynne Gulak, Michael and 
Daria Komichak, the late choir director Leonid Charczenko 
(posthumously accepted by his wife, Luba Charczenko), 
Vsevolod Luckewicz (former longtime parish board presi-
dent) and Zina Minchenko (a longtime parishioner who has 
generously funded purchases, including the church’s chande-
lier, church banners and new altar vestments).

In the afternoon, a banquet was held at the Maplewood 
Country Club, with Mr. Komichak as master of ceremonies. 
Welcoming remarks and greetings were delivered by the 
Very Rev. Hucul, Mrs. Gulak, Metropolitan Antony and the 

Very Rev. Nakonachny.
A statement of greeting, signed by Metropolitan Antony 

and Archbishop Daniel, stated: “…Our prayer during this cel-
ebration is that each member of the Holy Ascension Parish 
family will rededicate himself or herself to the strengthen-
ing of that foundation and be open to a willingness to do 
whatever is necessary to ensure a positive future for suc-
ceeding generations… We cannot simply hope the parish 
will ‘survive’ until we die off. Survival is not life. Realizing 
that the only way we can truly celebrate this anniversary is 
to jump into the future with our descendants – this is life. 
We are alive in Christ if and when we are willing to offer His 
love, His teachings and His strength to others.”

The Very Rev. Hucul, in a celebratory letter, stated: “…
Our ancestors could only hope that this occasion would 
come because they knew they would not live to see it. 
Today, on the occasion of our 100th anniversary it is most 
fitting that we honor them, with prayerful thanksgiving to 
All-mighty God. They looked and worked toward the future 
in this land, yet rooted in the good earth, culture, traditions 

and humble faith of their beloved, God-protected Ukraine. 
We honor them, and as they did, we too pray and work for 
the benefit and future of this parish, rooted in our past 
because now we are the inheritors of their legacy.”

The Very Rev. Nakonachny, in a letter of greeting, wrote: 
“…This day is truly a time to rejoice – to recall the many 
blessings and precious moments that God has bestowed 
upon your parish from its humble beginning in Newark in 
1918. That beginning led to the establishment of our 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church in the United States of America 
with the first Sobor in 1924 and the greeting of our first 
bishop, Metropolitan John (Teodorovych), by your parish. 
This celebration is truly a celebration of our entire 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church.” 

He added: “…On a personal note, Pani Matka Mary Anne, 
my children, Melanie and Michael, and I are grateful that 
Holy Ascension was our first assignment. Your love and 
support for us from the time we were assigned to the par-
ish in 1972, and even until this day is profoundly appreciat-
ed. We have so many fond memories with the Holy 
Ascension parish family and you will always remain in our 
hearts. Please accept our most sincere congratulations and 
prayers on this glorious day.”

Statements of greeting and congratulations were also 
received from President Donald Trump, New Jersey Gov. 
Philip D. Murphy, Mayor Victor De Luca of Maplewood, N.J., 
John Holowko, president of the Ukrainian Orthodox 
League, and Alexander Shevchuk, president of the UOL par-
ish chapter. 

While guests were enjoying coffee and dessert, parish 
organization representatives from the brotherhood, sister-
hood and the UOL presented monetary gifts for the centen-
nial celebration. The Rev. Hucul was presented a plaque for 
his 24 years of service to Holy Ascension parish.

A selection of Ukrainian folk songs was performed by 
the seminarians, with the audience joining in as well.

A commemorative centennial booklet was prepared 
with historical notes and photos documenting the history 
of Holy Ascension Ukrainian Orthodox Church. For more 
information, readers may telephone 973-763-7644 or visit 
www.facebook.com/ukrainianorthodoxchurchofholyas-
cension/.

(Continued from page 1)

Holy Ascension...

Metropolitan Antony and Archbishop Daniel are joined by clergy at the beginning of the hierarchical divine liturgy.
uocofusa.org

Daria and Michael Komichak, who both sing in the 
church choir, with Mr. Komichak as choir director, are 

presented their service award. 

Former parish board president Vsevolod Luckewicz 
receives an award for his longtime service to the church 

from Archbishop Daniel.

Archbishop Daniel reads the service award 
certificates presented to parish members for 
their longtime work and support of the church.

Parish Board President Lynne Gulak and Daniel Gulak are  
recognized for their work with Holy Ascension parish.

Zina Minchenko, who donated funds for the church’s 
chandelier, banners and altar vestments, is awarded for her 

service by Metropolitan Antony and Archbishop Daniel.
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Warren Public Library hosts presentation of “Dibrova Diary”
by Ksenia Rychtycka

WARREN, Mich. – A strong sense of nostalgia and warm 
camaraderie reigned at the official book launch of “Dibrova 
Diary,” written by Michigan author Myrosia Stefaniuk and 
illustrated by her sister, artist Luba Kytasta. Held on 
September 7, the event was sponsored by Ukrainian 
National Women’s League of America Branch 96 and part-
nered with Civic Center Library Director Oksana Urban. 

Nearly 150 people from near and far gathered to cele-
brate the much-awaited publication of Ms. Stefaniuk’s 
memoir about the rustic woodland named Dibrova, which 
was purchased in 1954 and has served as a summer haven 
for five generations of Ukrainian immigrants. 

From Plast camps at the Zelenyj Yar campground to soc-
cer and volleyball tournaments organized by the Chernyk 
sports organization, Dibrova’s role as meeting place and 
pristine natural refuge provided the metro Detroit 
Ukrainian community with a beloved second home. This 
rich history provided the impetus for “Dibrova Diary,” 
which contains stories, legends and personal anecdotes 
interwoven with poetry and fascinating facts about the 
nature all around.

As noted on the back cover, “Myrosia Stefaniuk’s mem-
oir is the universal story of refugees and displaced people 
who search for stability and kinship in a place where they 
can connect with nature and feel at home although sepa-
rated from their ancestral land.”

Catherine Kizyma, Branch 96 co-president, kicked off 
the event and introduced the author, reiterating that not 
only is the book special for Ukrainians but it can be adapt-
ed by any ethnic group seeking a quiet reprieve from daily 
chores and troubles among friends and family. 

“Myrosia Stefaniuk is a longtime active member of our 
community and the UNWLA,” said Ms. Kizyma. “She was 
born in Ukraine and after fleeing her homeland to escape 
Soviet occupation and living in displaced persons camps, 
emigrated with her family to the U.S., where they settled in 
Michigan. Growing up as a member of a strongly ethnic 
Ukrainian community, she felt like an outsider who didn’t 

really fit in. Writing became a way of seeking understanding, 
meaning and awe in the mystery of nature and the universe. 
As a result, we have before us a woman who devoted her 
energies and contributions to writing, teaching and translat-
ing. Her works include books such as the poetry and prose 
anthology ‘At The Edge of Mirror Lake’ and ‘Ukrainians of 
Detroit.’ She was a contributing editor to ‘Ethni-City: Guide 
to Ethnic Detroit,’ and has translated many poetry and prose 
collections from Ukrainian to English, which were published 
in magazines, newspapers and anthologies.”

After this introduction, Ms. Stefaniuk took the podium 
and began by thanking her family and all those involved in 
the making and promotion of the book. Her sister Ms. 
Kytasta’s drawings vividly capture Dibrova’s varied land-
scapes and the creatures that reside there. The striking 
cover photos, production design and layouts were the 
work of her daughter Marta Stefaniuk. 

The author then discussed her journey in writing 
“Dibrova Diary.”

“Dibrova has been a special place for many people, not 
only from this area, but from areas well beyond it. For over 
60 years, Ukrainian immigrants have gathered there at pic-
nics, festivals, camps, sports events, family celebrations and 
bonfires. Today, there are only a handful of folks that still 
remember how it all began and what it took to make it 
such a summer haven for so many,” she noted.

But, as Ms. Stefaniuk pointed out, Dibrova’s story began 
even before Plast members arrived on the scene and pur-
chased the land with the lake. She decided to trace the 
estate’s history to its earliest beginnings, reaching back to 
Native Americans, then the first homesteaders in the 
1800s and everyone who followed. The first section of the 
book details these stories. After the land passed into 

Ukrainian hands, the Plast and Chernyk organizations were 
instrumental in the development and growth of the estate. 

The magic of Dibrova, however, has always centered on 
its untamed beauty, spring-fed lake, vegetation, and vast 
variety of flora and fauna. The author poetically describes 
“the velvet softness of moss, sand and mud between my 
toes, the sting of nettles and burrs, itch of poison ivy, the 
invigorating silk of the lake waters.”

In addition, Ms. Stefaniuk translated segments from two 
Ukrainian-language books about the estate (“Liublu 
Dibrovu” and “Charivna Dibrova”) that were published in 
1959 and 1964. Written by Dr. Sofia Parfanowych, a 
remarkable medical pioneer and ecologist, the passages 
eloquently describe her astute observations of Dibrova in 
its earliest stages. 

Ms. Stefaniuk concluded her comments by focusing on 
the future role for Dibrova in the Ukrainian community: “I 
wrote this book not only to preserve memories of the past 
– but to invite the current Ukrainian community, especially 
young families, to treasure this legacy and keep it alive for 
future generations – with the hope that Dibrova will always 
be a special place, one where community, traditions and 
Ukrainian identity will have a safe harbor and home.”

The audience was then treated to a reading, followed by 
a question-and-answer session, which touched upon future 
goals for the estate. The evening officially concluded with 
closing remarks by Marta Kwitkowska, Branch 96 co-presi-
dent. Unofficially, however, attendees lingered long after-
ward, to get books signed by the author, partake in the deli-
cious treats that were provided and reminisce about good 
times at Dibrova. 

For more information about “Dibrova Diary,” readers 
may visit the website at www.dibrovadiary.com or order 
books via e-mail from Myrosia@dibrovadiary.com.

“Dibrova Diary” by Myrosia Stefaniuk.

Artist Luba Kytasta (left) and author Myrosia Stefaniuk.
Illustration depicting the way down to the “Big Dock” 

by artist Luba Kytasta.

office window at the shipyard where his 
Solidarity movement began in 1980 as an 
independent trade union. “It is a very good 
country to cooperate with. ...We must help 
Russia in a calm, peaceful, subtle way. But it 
needs to be well-organized,” he said.

“Solidarity is a simple philosophy,” Mr. 
Walesa explained. “What does it say? [It 
says] ‘If you cannot carry your burden 
alone, ask others to help you.’ Go, create 
such solidarity, and [you’ll manage] Russia.”

“Inventing enemies”

Mr. Walesa, a political icon for Polish 
democracy, says Western powers need to 
understand Russia as a country that “used to 
be a super power,” but has lost that position.

“It is important to remember that there 
has been never been democracy in Russia. 
It has always been ruled by using the threat 
of an enemy to sustain unity,” Mr. Walesa 

said. “Russia even used to invent enemies 
to preserve its unity,” he explained.

But Mr. Walesa also said the world 
should recognize that Russia has gone 
through many positive changes since the 
collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991.

“It has gone pretty far away from what it 
was in the past,” he said. “It’s not yet the 
Russia we would like to see. But it’s moving 
in the direction we would like it to go.”

Mr. Walesa told RFE/RL that he thinks 
President Vladimir Putin made a “huge 
mistake” when Russian military forces 
seized and annexed Ukraine’s Crimean 
peninsula in 2014.

“In the 21st century, this is not a proper 
way of resolving disputes,” Mr. Walesa said. 
“There might be attempts to use those old 
methods, but it will be very costly” in the end. 
Ultimately, he said, what matters is the price 
a country has to pay for such aggression.

“There are ways [of dealing with interna-
tional issues] that are more open and demo-
cratic, and they bring about better results,” 
Mr. Walesa continued. “It is just a question of 

time before Putin will have to abandon his 
policy [on Crimea]. The sooner he realizes 
that, the less the costs he has to bear will be.”

“Solidarity for Ukraine”

Mr. Walesa insists that both confronting 
and working with Russia now requires “sol-
idarity” between states.

As an example, he said the international 
community should respond to Russia’s sei-
zure and annexation of Crimea by organiz-
ing countries together in a “solidarity for 
Ukraine” group.

“You chose 10 representatives from all 
over the world, people who are well-
informed about Ukraine and Russia,” he 
explained. “You can allocate them either 
through NATO or the United Nations.”

“Let that group of 10 people prepare 10 
different propositions for different coun-
tries to choose that can hurt Russia,” he 
continued. “Something not to buy, some-
thing not to sell. ...Every country has differ-
ent interests, so each country could pick 
something from the list.”

“It would be great to have five people 
within this group who have good relations 
with Putin,” Mr. Walesa said. “Every day, 
one of those five people could call Putin 
and tell him, ‘Listen, Putin, we have lost so 
much. How much have you lost?’”

“The last person who calls him should 
tell him, ‘Let’s sum up the losses and let’s 
think again, because your own oligarchs 
will never forgive you,’ ” Mr. Walesa said.

But Mr. Walesa concluded that nowa-
days, each country is acting in its own man-
ner for its own interests. “You can’t win 
against Russia in such a way,” he said.

Written by Ron Synovitz, with reporting 
from Gdansk by Current Time TV and RFE/
RL Ukrainian Service correspondent 
Hryhoriy Zhyhalov.

Copyright 2018, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/walesa-interview-
russia-global-solidarity/29562095.html).

(Continued from page 2)

Walesa...

Marta Stefaniuk
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Svitolina caps breakthrough season with WTA Finals win
by Ihor N. Stelmach

In the recent past, women’s tennis has 
seen players like Serena Williams, Petra 
Kvitova and Maria Sharapova cap victorious 
breakthrough seasons by claiming the 
crown at the WTA Finals. Elina Svitolina’s 
run to the Singapore Championship this 
year was a little different, almost the oppo-
site. Her goal was to salvage what she could 
of a breakthrough season that had strayed 
way off course.

“For me, going into this tournament was 
very important mentally to bounce back,” 
Svitolina said in a post-tournament press 
gathering. “You know, I had a really, really 
tough second part of the season.”

Svitolina started strong winning three 
early tournaments in 2018, including a rout  
of world No.1 Simona Halep of Romania in 
the Rome final in May. The young Ukrainian 
then hit a wall, mentally and physically. She 
proceeded to lose early in the last three 
majors, reaching only one semifinal overall. 
She watched younger players like Naomi 
Osaka of Japan and Aryna Sabalenka of 
Belarus win Grand Slams and get headlines. 
Svitolina’s spot in the WTA Finals was not 
guaranteed until late fall, with no one 
expecting much from her upon arrival in 
Singapore on October 21.

Away from the courts, Svitolina was 
hearing it from online critics. She suffered 
through some serious weight loss early in 
2018, a fact which received much social 
media publicity. As Svitolina said in 
Singapore, “There’s a thousand opinions, a 
million opinions.”

“I stopped with my coach, Thierry, and it 
was not easy,” Svitolina said of her 
September break-up with Thierry Ascione, 
who helped her reach the Top 5. “With all 
of the things going on social media, with 
the opinions about my physique, it wasn’t 
easy.”

Many in the tennis world were chatting 
about Svitolina as the WTA Finals got 
underway. Some of them, the “haters” – 
Svitolina’s word – complained she had 
backed into the year-end championship so 
unconvincingly that one could almost hear 
her going beep-beep-beep (sound of large 

truck moving in reverse). While earning a 
large number of points on the WTA tour, 
she was establishing a reputation as a 
Grand Slam underachiever who won her 
place in Singapore by default when No. 1 
Halep pulled out of the event at the last 
minute with an injury.

The Ukrainian heard the negative chat-
ter and came in with a chip on her shoulder. 
Nobody could knock it off as she ran the 
table in Singapore with her perfect 5-0 
record. “I think I have nothing to prove any-
more to anyone,” she told the media after 
the final. “It’s definitely a good statement 
for myself.”

What was immediately easy to see in 
Singapore was that Svitolina’s mission was 
to put the last five months behind her. She 
looked stronger, her grunt was louder and 
she was hitting the ball with confidence 
and purpose for the first time since May. 
She was competing with a sense of single-
mindedness. Her body language hinted at 

desperation and her results showed it.
She started the week with her first win 

over Petra Kvitova of the Czech Republic 
after seven consecutive losses. She followed 
with only her third victory in eight matches 
against Karolina Pliskova of the Czech 
Republic. She next toppled defending 
champ Caroline Wozniacki of Denmark in a 
tense win-or-go-home shootout. She edged 
out Kiki Bertens of the Netherlands in a 
three-set slugfest semifinal match. Svitolina 
went on to close out the tournament with a 
patient, most convincing comeback tri-
umph, 3-6, 6-2, 6-2 over Sloan Stephens of 
the U.S.A. to earn the biggest title of her 
career.

The finals contest showed Svitolina’s 
emotion, her stoic stubbornness, her fer-
vent desire to redeem her season. She was 
more than willing to do the difficult base-
line work necessary to break down 
Stephens. It took several dozen grueling, 
entertaining rallies before Stephens finally 

succumbed to Svitolina’s superior desire.
For Stephens, the Singapore final unfold-

ed exactly like her French Open final 
against Halep. Stephens’ combination of 
consistency and weight of shot was impos-
sible for her opponents to hit through early 
play. In both matches Stephens claimed the 
first set with ease before allowing her 
nerves to slow her momentum midway 
through the second set. In both cases with 
Stephens’ hesitation, her opponent dug in 
her heels.

Like Halep in Paris, Svitolina stopped 
trying to hit the ball past Stephens, instead 
hitting it directly at her. In this way 
Svitolina eliminated one of her opponent’s 
strengths – her ability to defend and coun-
ter-attack on the run. It turned out 
Stephens is not as comfortable or as effec-
tive hitting from a stationary position, 
allowing Svitolina to grow more comfort-
able working the rallies in the last two sets.

“It’s amazing, I’m very, very pleased with 
my performance this week,” Svitolina 
admitted at her post-tournament press 
conference. “There were definitely nerves, 
but I was just trying to fight for every ball, 
and I think that’s what made the difference 
in the end. I refused to give away free 
points.”

The victory made Svitolina the eighth 
player to go undefeated in winning the sea-
son-ending title, which features a three-
match round-robin format at the outset. 
She was the first to go undefeated since 
Serena Williams in 2013.

She has now won 13 of 15 finals she’s 
played in her career, including the last nine, 
with her last final loss coming in 2016 to 
Kvitova at the Zhuhai tournament.

Whatever happens to Svitolina next year, 
she has definitively shown she can bounce 
back from major adversity and use it as 
motivational fuel. Over the course of one 
brilliant, whirlwind week, she made 2018 
the breakthrough season it was supposed 
to be all along. She now is full of confidence 
as she seeks to make a Grand Slam break-
through in 2019 along with a potential rise 
up the world rankings to No. 1.

Ihor Stelmach may be reached at iman@
sfgsports.com

Elina Svitolina celebrates her victory at the Singapore Championship.
Jimmie48 Photography/WTA

provided to create “innovation clusters” 
throughout the country, Ms. Merkel stated.

Verkhovna Rada Chair Andriy Parubiy 
discussed with the German chancellor the 
controversial Nord Stream 2 pipeline proj-
ect that will deliver more natural gas from 
Russia to Germany upon its completion 
next year. The first Nord Stream pipeline 
was inaugurated in November 2011.

Ukraine fears that once the pipeline is 
laid, Moscow will bypass Ukraine entirely 
as a gas transit country through which it 
still partially supplies energy to EU coun-
tries. 

Ms. Merkel said she has been advocating 
for “guarantees for Ukraine” to maintain its 
transit role. She added: “These negotiations 
are conducted with Russia…We want 
Ukraine to remain an important transit 
country.”

At the end of November, the third 
German-Ukrainian Economic Forum will 
take place in Berlin. 

Overall, Ukraine-European Union trade 
has increased since a free-trade agreement 
started to gradually come into force since 
January 2016. Ukraine’s exports to the 
28-nation political and economic union 
jumped by 21 percent in the first five 

months of this year compared to the same 
period in 2017. Total trade amounted to 
$17.1 billion, with Ukraine having a nega-
tive balance of $720 million. 

Ukrainians have also enjoyed visa-free 
travel to most EU countries as a part of the 
bilateral Association Agreement that start-
ed in November 2014. Nearly a quarter of 
Ukrainians now have biometric passports 
that allow them to travel to the EU for 90 
days within a 180-day period. Over a half 
million Ukrainians visited EU countries as 
of June 12 since the visa-free regime went 
into effect a year earlier. 

As a country, Russia remains Ukraine’s 
single largest trading partner despite war, 
although volumes are shrinking. Total bilat-
eral trade was $7.4 billion in the first half of 
this year, with Ukraine having a negative 
trade balance of $600 million. 

Russia imposed restrictive measures on 
322 Ukrainians and 68 companies in 
response to Ukrainian sanctions on the day 
of Ms. Merkel’s visit. They include asset 
freezes and limits to repatriate capital. 

Bomb threats also were made on 
November 1 at Kyiv’s main train and bus 
stations, with the caller demanding the 
equivalent of $8,900 (U.S.) to not set the 
explosives off. Bomb threats have become a 
common occurrence at large public gather-
ing places like shopping centers and sub-
way stations ever since Russia invaded 

(Continued from page 1)
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Ukraine in late February 2014. 

U.S. energy secretary in Kyiv

In a bid to convince Ukraine and other 
Eastern European countries to seek alter-
natives to buying Russian coal and gas, U.S. 
Energy Secretary Rick Perry is visiting Kyiv 
this week. 

In particular, he’ll visit Trypilska, Kyiv 
Oblast’s largest power plant, whose opera-
tor, Centrenergo, bought 700,000 tons of 
U.S. coal last year. Since anthracite coal, on 
which many Ukrainian plants operate, is 
mostly mined in the occupied parts of the 
Donbas that the government no longer con-
trols, Kyiv has sought alternative, albeit 
more expensive, sources of coal from as far 
away as South Africa, Australia and 
America. 

U.S.-Ukraine trade has also increased. 
Bilateral trade expanded by 16 percent 
year-on-year in the first eight months of 
this year to reach $2.6 billion. 

IMF visit to discuss budget

A technical mission of the International 

Monetary Fund was in Kyiv through 
November 9 to review next year’s budget 
before its final second reading to ensure 
nothing will threaten the 2.3 percent gross 
domestic product deficit target. 

“This would pave the way for the IMF 
board to approve its new program for 
Ukraine, a 14-month $3.9 billion stand-by 
loan,” Kyiv-based Dragon Capital invest-
ment bank wrote in a daily note. 

At stake is Mr. Poroshenko’s proposal to 
introduce a 15- or 20-percent tax on dis-
tributed dividends, or capital exiting a com-
pany, in lieu of the existing 18-percent cor-
porate tax. 

The IMF has opposed this move, which 
would lead to a budget shortfall of 1.2 per-
cent of GDP, according to the Finance 
Ministry. A compromise may have been 
reached with the Finance Ministry report-
ing that the new tax would be applicable 
only to small companies that have a yearly 
turnover of $7.1 million. The Verkhovna 
Rada’s Tax and Customs Policy Committee 
has so far postponed a decision on the mat-
ter after a consensus couldn’t be reached. 
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Donetsk are simply Moscow’s puppets, who 
are installed or removed from their positions 
at a whim of their Kremlin masters.

The presence of Russian citizens and 
security personnel in these administra-
tions, on top of provision of crucial financial 
and military support, continues to this day 
and remains a decisive factor in running 
the day-to-day governance in the occupied 
areas of Donbas. Russia continues to exer-
cise full political and administrative control 
over this region.

Moscow has created and support-
ed the illegal armed formations in 
Donetsk and Luhansk. It provides 
them with full-fledged political, mili-
tary and social-economic support as 
well as ideological guidance. Their 
very existence is impossible without 
Russia’s direct financial aid, which 
amounts to $1.3 billion.

The Russian armed forces exercise 
full command and control over mili-
tary formations in the occupied areas 
of Ukraine.

Just a few facts from the latest reports of 
the OSCE Special Monitoring Mission 
(SMM) in Ukraine. In August, its UAVs regis-
tered convoys of cargo trucks illegally 
crossing at night the segment of the 
Ukrainian-Russian state border currently 
controlled by the Russian side. The convoy 
then drove to the town of Khrustalnyi, a 
well-known storage of Russian heavy 
weapons. Later, in the same Khrustalnyi, 
the SMM spotted hundreds of “ammunition 
crates (some of which were assessed as 
new), as well as 118 crates of MLRS rock-
ets.” As per SMM reports, its monitors also 
identified “four distinct electronic warfare 
systems” (a Leer-3 RB-341V, a 1L269 
Krasukha-2, a RB-109A Bylina and an anti-
UAV system, Repellent-1) near non-govern-
ment-controlled Chornukhyne.

Do I have to say that these systems are 
employed exclusively by the Russian Army?

In September, the SMM reported a con-
voy of 10 KamAZ canvas-covered cargo 
trucks near the border with the Russian 
Federation where there are no border 
crossing facilities.

In October, on three occasions (October 
9, 10 and 11-12) an SMM UAV spotted vehi-
cles, including an anti-aircraft gun and an 
armored personnel carrier, entering and 
exiting Ukraine in the middle of the night 
via an unpaved road near Manych, in a non-
government-controlled area of Donetsk 
region near the border with the Russian 
Federation where there are no border 

crossing facilities.
And now a final stroke. On October 27, 

an SMM UAV spotted in non-government-
controlled territories a surface-to-air mis-
sile system (9K33 Osa), then a convoy of 
seven trucks on a dirt road near the border 
with the Russian Federation where there 
are no border crossing facilities, then the 
UAV had experienced signal interference, 
assessed as jamming, after which all com-
munication with it was lost. The UAV did 
not return to its ground control station and 
is considered lost.

Thus, only in the past three months, the 
SMM has observed convoys, including 
trucks, on seven occasions on the same 

abovementioned unpaved road in the area 
near the border.

Any doubts, anyone, as to who is in 
charge there?

Anyone to believe the Russian narrative 
that there are independent authorities in 
Luhansk and Donetsk and Moscow is mere-
ly playing a role of a mediator? Really?

Dear colleagues,
If someone thinks that the only flash 

point in Ukraine-Russian relations is in 
Donbas, they would be gravely mistaken.

Let’s have a look at the Sea of Azov, 
which was turned into another theater of 
belligerent Russian actions against Ukraine.

In the last six months, the Russian 
Federation stopped in an abusive manner 
over 200 vessels bound for Ukrainian ports 
of Mariupol and Berdiansk. As confirmed 
by the OSCE SMM, these interruptions to 
commercial shipping caused economic and 
trade disruptions resulting in commercial 
losses for the ports employing thousands of 
people. Such actions of Russia are inconsis-
tent with its obligations under the U.N. 
Convention on the Law of the Sea and 
breach the navigational rights of Ukraine 
and of the flag States of the stopped vessels. 
Vessels bound for Russian ports in the Sea 
of Azov have not been subjected to similar-
ly disruptive stoppages.

Then there is the Kerch Strait Bridge, 
built unlawfully and unilaterally in viola-
tion of Ukraine’s rights – it has become a 
major hindrance to international naviga-

tion. The bridge is only 35 meters high, and 
only vessels with an air draft of less than 33 
meters and a length of less than 160 meters 
may safely pass under it. As a result, 
Panamax vessels and many Handymax ves-
sels are now prevented from transiting the 
Kerch Strait. This has had a major impact 
on traffic to Ukraine’s ports.

Russia also uses the Sea of Azov as an 
additional channel to supply its forces in 
Donbas with weapons from the occupied 
territory of Crimea. According to our infor-
mation, Russia has not given up on the idea 
of having a land corridor to Crimea. 
Furthermore, the threat of a maritime 
assault from the Azov direction in case of a 

large-scale military confrontation remains 
a source of security destabilization in the 
Donetsk region.

In the occupied Crimea, active militariza-
tion proceeds at full speed. Russia has more 
than doubled the strength of its military on 
the peninsula and continues the prepara-
tion of Crimean military infrastructure for 
deployment of nuclear weapons including 
refurbishment of Soviet-era nuclear war-
heads storage facilities.

The situation with human rights in the 
peninsula also remains highly alarming. 
The OHCHR [Office of the United Nations 
High Commissioner for Human Rights] 
findings confirm “the continuing failure of 
the Russian Federation authorities, as the 
occupying power, to adequately guarantee 
and protect a wide range of human rights in 
Crimea.”

Russia keeps ignoring the order of the 
International Court of Justice issued one 
year ago that required, among other things, 
to refrain from maintaining or imposing 
limitations on the ability of the Crimean 
Tatar community to preserve its represen-
tative institutions, including the Mejlis, as 
well as to ensure the availability of educa-
tion in the Ukrainian language.

Despite the clear meaning of this order, 
an entire year has passed and Russia con-
tinues to maintain its ban of the Mejlis and 
the number of students studying in the 
Ukrainian language dropped from over 
13,000 in the 2013-2014 academic year to 

just 172 in the 2017-2018 academic year.
Take a moment and think of these num-

bers: over 13,000 and 172. What a differ-
ence!

Add to that the fact that over the period 
of 2014-2017, 108,000 people moved from 
the Russian Federation to Crimea and 
Sevastopol. What is it if not a deliberate 
policy to change the demographic composi-
tion of the region?

Over 70 Ukrainian citizens have been 
detained in Russia and the occupied Crimea 
by Russian authorities under trumped-up 
politically motivated charges.

Oleh Sentsov, facing the threat of torture 
by forceful feeding, had to terminate his 

hunger strike after a four-month 
struggle. His health condition has 
deteriorated dramatically and 
remains critical. The recent decision 
of the European Parliament to award 
the Sakharov Prize to Oleh Sentsov is 
a powerful signal to all those illegally 
detained that they are not forgotten.

The health condition of Volodymyr 
Balukh, Asan Chapuch, Emir-Usein 
Kuku, Stanislav Klykh, Ihor Hryb, 
Yevhen Panov and many others, who 
do not receive appropriate medical 

assistance, remains of great concern.
This whole bleak picture would be 

incomplete without mentioning a massive 
campaign of propaganda and incitement of 
hatred against Ukraine and Ukrainians 
launched by the Russian government.

Russian state-owned media and public 
figures are spending hours in prime time 
on television to promote insinuations about 
the Ukrainian people. This has already 
played a significant role in the occupation 
of Crimea and fueling the conflict in 
Donbas.

Dear colleagues,
What is to be made out of all this?
It is both quite simple and extremely dif-

ficult at the same time.
The keys to the resolution of the conflict 

are in Moscow.
On our part, we are ready for construc-

tive engagement to end the conflict. Alas, 
such readiness is not present yet in Russia.

As regrettable as it may be, until there is 
a tangible change in the Russian policy 
towards building genuine neighborly rela-
tions with countries around its borders 
based on respect of sovereignty and territo-
rial integrity instead of creating areas of 
instability and waging wars, the council will 
continue gathering around this table to dis-
cuss never ending follies of the Russian 
expansionist and aggressive policies.

One thing is for sure, appeasing the 
Kremlin and playing along will not contribute 
to building a more stable and safer world.

(Continued from page 7)
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In the occupied Crimea, active militarization  
proceeds at full speed. Russia has more than  
doubled the strength of its military on the peninsula 
and continues the preparation of Crimean military 
infrastructure for deployment of nuclear weapons 
including refurbishment of Soviet-era nuclear  
warheads storage facilities.

the Ukrainian ambassador in this country, 
when we established our strategic partner-
ship with the U.S.A., the partnership which 
today is so important to Ukraine,” he said.

“In my opinion, America today is our 
most important partner in the conflict in 
Ukraine today. My hope is to see Ukraine as 
a major NATO ally, and I think that this is 
our joint hope and intent. And I hope that 
this will someday come to pass,” Dr. 
Shcherbak commented.

When he and his wife were serving in 
Washington, he said, they were building 
strong relations not only with the United 
States, but also with the Ukrainian American 
community that helped Ukraine develop its 
relationship with this country.

 “In this room I met a lot of friends, both 
Ukrainians and Americans, who helped us 
create majestic relations of Ukrainian-
American friendship,” he said, adding that 

among them were Omelan and Tatiana 
Antonovych, who died a few years later and 
were laid to rest in Ukraine, “but their spirit 
has also spread in America, where they 
worked hard to earn what they then dedi-
cated to this good effort.”

“Ukrainians who came to the banks of 
the United States after World War II did not 
bring any money with them, but they 
brought with them the richest treasure – 
the revolutionary spirit of an invincible 
Ukraine, the true faith in the independence 
of Ukraine. They brought along their native 
language and Christian morality,” the for-
mer envoy to the U.S. stated.

And despite all of the difficulties that 
they had to endure, he added, “they built a 
spiritual free Ukraine, with an unfalsified 
history, a free press, museums and archives, 
academies, foundations, with gleaming sci-
entists.”

As for Ukraine today, he said it is under-
going a difficult time as evidenced in the 
daily negative news reports in Ukraine 
about killings, explosions, political scandals, 

protests and corruption.  “But I am con-
vinced that we will overcome all the chaos 
that has arisen from this war,” he said.

Before concluding the evening, 
Ambassador Chaly presented the Embassy’s 
commemorative watches to Ambassadors 
Shcherbak and Miller for their work in estab-
lishing the U.S.-Ukrainian strategic partner-
ship. He also presented a Ukrainian Academy 
of Sciences award to Dr. Michael Yarymovych 
of the U.S. National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration in the Apollo moon pro-
gram, for his cooperative work with the 
Ukrainian Academy of Sciences.

Omelan and Tatiana Antonovych estab-
lished their foundation in 1980, with the 
goal of advancing the study of Ukrainian 
culture. Since then, it has donated about $3 
million to help finance the development of 
many academic and cultural institutions 
and monuments in Ukraine. Among the 
projects it has supported are: the recon-
struction the National University of Kyiv-
Mohyla Academy’s main library, the renova-
tion of the Vasyl Stefanyk Library and 

Artists Palace in Lviv, and the building of the 
Boykivshchyna Museum in Dolyna, in west-
ern Ukraine, where Omelan Antonovych 
was born in 1914.

Four years ago, the foundation also pro-
vided $100,000 to help finance the building 
of the Ukrainian Holodomor Memorial in 
Washington, which was officially dedicated 
three years ago.

Omelan Antonovych spent his early 
adult years as a Ukrainian nationalist activ-
ist and spent some time as a political pris-
oner in Polish and Nazi prisons. Later, he 
received a law degree at the Ukrainian Free 
University in Prague in 1943. After World 
War II, he married Tatiana Terlecky, a phy-
sician who later became a world-renowned 
kidney specialist.

After the war, the couple emigrated to 
the United States, settling in Washington, 
where Dr. Antonovych worked as a scholar 
and taught in the capital area medical 
schools, while Mr. Antonovych focused on 
ranching and real estate. She passed away 
in 2001, and he died in 2008.

(Continued from page 5)
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11 to “proceed to the granting of 
Autocephaly to the Church of Ukraine.” 
Ukraine currently has three Orthodox 
denominations: the Ukrainian Orthodox 
Church – Moscow Patriarchate, which 
remained subordinate to Russia after the 
break-up of the Soviet Union; the Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church – Kyiv Patriarchate, led by 
Patriarch Filaret; and the Ukrainian 
Autocephalous Orthodox Church, led by 
Metropolitan Makariy. The agreement 
signed with the ecumenical patriarch lays 
out conditions for “the granting of the [auto-
cephaly] Tomos” – a formal decree on the 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church’s independence 
from the Russian Orthodox Church – “to 
proceed absolutely in strict accordance with 
the canons of the Orthodox Church,” Mr. 
Poroshenko told reporters after the meet-
ing. He called the day historic and thanked 

the patriarch for the warm “meeting filled 
with wisdom.” After signing the agreement, 
Patriarch Bartholomew said, “I am sure the 
autocephaly decision will lead to the unity 
and unification of all Orthodox believers in 
Ukraine.” President Poroshenko was on a 
visit to Istanbul during which he was to hold 
talks with Turkish President Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan. The Ecumenical Patriarchate is 
based in Istanbul, the former Constantinople 
– the capital of the Byzantine Empire before 
the Ottoman Muslim conquest of 1453. 
(RFE/RL, based on reporting by kyivpost.
com, Interfax and TASS)

OSCE mission’s drone shot down

Germany and France say Russia-backed 
“separatists” in eastern Ukraine likely shot 
down a drone being used by the 
Organization for Security and Cooperation 
in Europe’s (OSCE) monitoring mission, 
demanding that those responsible “be held 
accountable.” In a joint statement on 
November 1, Berlin and Paris also noted 

that in recent weeks, the drone had 
observed convoys entering Ukrainian terri-
tory across a nonofficial border crossing 
from Russia on “multiple occasions” and 
spotted a surface-to-air missile system 
before the loss of communication. Russia 
has repeatedly denied financing and equip-
ping the separatist forces despite over-
whelming evidence to the contrary, insisting 
that the fighting was a civil, internal conflict. 
Germany and France, which have been 
working with Moscow and Kyiv as part of 
the so-called Normandy Format to bring an 
end to the conflict, said the drone operated 
by the OSCE’s Special Monitoring Mission 
(SMM) disappeared in the early hours of 
October 27. The incident occurred while the 
long-range drone was following a convoy of 
trucks near the town of Nyzhnokrynske 
close to the Russia-Ukraine border, an area 
controlled by the militants, the statement 
said. It said evidence assembled by the SMM 
“suggests Russia and the separatists it backs 
bear responsibility” for the downing of the 
unmanned aerial vehicle. The “severe” inci-
dent “stands in clear violation” of the SMM 
mandate as adopted by participating states 
of the OSCE mission, Germany and France 
said. The mission said in March it was rein-
troducing its long-range drone program 
more than 18 months after it was halted 
due to repeated shoot-downs. (RFE/RL, 
with reporting by AP and DW)

Russia imposes sanctions on Ukrainians

Russia has imposed sweeping financial 
sanctions on 322 members of the Ukrainian 
elite and 68 companies owned by prominent 
Ukrainian businessmen. President Petro 
Poroshenko, whose son Oleksiy is among 
individuals targeted by the sanctions 
announced on November 1, likened Russian 
sanctions to badges of honor for Ukrainians 
and called on Moscow to return the Crimean 
peninsula to Kyiv and withdraw from east-
ern Ukraine. The Russian sanctions target a 
slew of prominent Ukrainians, including for-
mer Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko, who 
has announced plans to run for the 
Ukrainian presidency in March 2019. 
Ukraine, like the United States and the 
European Union, has imposed sanctions on 
Russian businesspeople, companies and 
other entities in response to Moscow’s sei-
zure of Crimea in March 2014 and its sup-
port for militants in eastern Ukraine. The 
Russian sanctions were announced in a 
decree signed by Prime Minister Dmitry 
Medvedev published on the government’s 
website on November 1. According to the 
decree, the goal of the measure is “to counter 
Ukraine’s unfriendly activities toward 
Russian citizens and entities, and to normal-
ize bilateral relations.” The sanctions include 
the freezing of assets and property on 
Russia’s territory. Prominent among 
Ukrainians sanctioned are: Internal Affairs 
Minister Arsen Avakov; Security Service 
chief Vasyl Hrytsak; Deputy Prime Minister 
Ivanna Klympush-Tsintsadze; businessman 
Victor Pinchuk; former Prime Ministers Yulia 
Tymoshenko and Arseniy Yatsenyuk; the 
secretary of Ukraine’s Council for National 
Security and Defense, Oleksandr Turchynov; 
Defense Minister Stepan Poltorak; Deputy 

Defense Minister Anatoliy Petrenko; the 
chief of the Ukrainian Army’s General Staff, 
Viktor Muzhenko; deputy chair of the 
Verkhovna Rada Iryna Herashchenko; and 
the veteran leader of the Crimean Tatars, 
Mustafa Dzhemilev. Among those affected 
are also judges of Ukraine’s Constitutional 
Court, Ukrainian lawmakers, oligarchs, offi-
cials of the presidential office, executive offi-
cials and major Ukrainian companies. At a 
meeting with German Chancellor Angela 
Merkel in Kyiv, President Poroshenko 
brushed aside Russia’s move, saying, “In 
Ukraine to be on this list is like receiving a 
state award – this is how it is seen. And it is 
very disappointing for those who did not get 
on the list.” He added: “Instead of saber-rat-
tling on the frontline and through sanctions, 
Russia should do one very simple thing: 
leave Ukraine, pull out its troops, take away 
its weapons, and restore the territorial integ-
rity of Ukraine.” (RFE/RL)

Defense minister now civilian

Ukraine’s President Petro Poroshenko 
has accepted the resignation from military 
service of Defense Minister Stepan Poltorak, 
who will continue leading the ministry as a 
civilian. “Stepan Tymofiyovych Poltorak has 
written a letter of resignation and, honestly, 
it was with a very heavy heart that I accept-
ed this letter about the resignation of the 
Ukrainian Army Gen. Stepan Poltorak from 
military service,” Mr. Poroshenko said dur-
ing festivities honoring the Ukrainian mili-
tary in Kyiv on October 13. By law, the minis-
try must be led by a civilian starting from 
January 1, 2019, he said. “Appreciating... 
Stepan Poltorak’s contribution to the revival 
of the Ukrainian Armed Forces and, before 
that, the restoration and formation of the 
National Guard of Ukraine, I made the deci-
sion so that he continues leading the 
Defense Ministry, only as a civilian minister 
now,” the president said. (Interfax-Ukraine)

UCC questions ballet tour in Russia

The Ukrainian Canadian Congress (UCC) 
said on October 18 that it is disappointed by 
the National Ballet of Canada’s partnership 
with Gazprom, Russia’s state gas monopoly, 
and Russia’s Ministry of Culture in the 
”Context. Diana Vishneva” ballet festival in 
Russia. In June 2015, the government of 
Canada imposed sanctions on Gazprom 
OAO and Gazprom Neft OAO. Gazprom sub-
sidiary Gazprombank OJSC was sanctioned 
by the government of Canada in July 2014. 
Gazprom and the Russian Ministry of 
Culture are listed as “supporters” of the 
”Context.Diana Vishneva” ballet festival, at 
which the National Ballet of Canada is par-
ticipating. “It is disappointing that the 
National Ballet of Canada has seen fit to 
partner with the Russian government, 
which is responsible for the invasion of 
Ukraine and the death of thousands of peo-
ple,” stated Paul Grod, national President of 
the UCC. “The UCC calls on the National 
Ballet and all taxpayer-supported organiza-
tions in Canada to exercise greater discre-
tion in seeking appropriate partners and 
venues for cultural events.” The National 
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Ballet, which receives grants from the 
Department of Canadian Heritage, was tour-
ing Russia on October 15-19. On February 
27, the National Ballet of Canada 
Endowment Foundation received $659,575 
from the government of Canada through 

Endowment Incentives – Canada Cultural 
Investment Fund. The UCC has called on 
international artists and cultural figures who 
choose to tour Russia despite Russia’s war of 
aggression against Ukraine and horrendous 
human rights record, to ask Russian officials 
about the plight of Ukrainian citizens illegal-
ly jailed by the Russian regime, such as Oleh 
Sentsov, Volodymyr Balukh, and dozens of 
others. (Ukrainian Canadian Congress)

(Continued from page 14)
NEWSBRIEFS

MARY ELYSE PRESSEY
1923 - 2018

With sadness, our family announces the passing of Mary 
Elyse Pressey on September 10, 2018.

She leaves to mourn her sister Olia and many nieces and nephews who 
loved her and will miss her.

Mary was born in Pine River, Manitoba, Canada 
on November 18, 1923, the daughter of Wasyl 
and Anna (Kunka) Prysiazniuk. She lived and 
went to school in the Vimy Ridge district until 
Grade 10. She then attended Little’s Business 
College in Dauphin, Manitoba. With her fresh 
business certificate in hand she proceeded to 
travel North America stopping to work where 
her fancy took her. Some of those places in 
Canada were: Winnipeg, Vancouver, Thunder Bay 
and Toronto. In the United States she worked in 
Miami and New York City. She concluded her 
career at Kaye Scholer in New York, from where 
she retired in 1993.

Mary was a proud supporter of the Republican Party. She contributed 
financially to the party and was a delegate at many conventions over the 
years. She has had her photograph taken with many of the prominent 
players in political life and was at the inauguration of President Ronald 
Reagan. In 2002 she was presented with a gold medal by the National 
Republican Congressional Committee.

Mary believed in giving back and supporting those less fortunate. As 
she worked hard and became successful in life, she chose to share her 
good fortune with others. Some of her favourite causes were supporting 
blind children, disabled artists who paint with their feet, and Native 
American peoples.

At retirement Mary took up a new career with the Ukrainian Institute 
of America. She was elected to the Board of Directors and became 
deeply involved in the social and organizational areas of the Institute and 
contributed many years of volunteer labor (and love) as secretary, social 
coordinator, and decorator of many events held there.

Mary enjoyed writing and wrote many articles over the years for 
different publications. Being able to read, write and speak in English and 
Ukrainian, she was in demand as a writer. As she became known for her 
writing, she was often asked to contribute articles for publication about 
various special events over the years.

Mary was a great traveler and loved to see new places and learn about 
their cultures. She took many trips around Canada, the U.S., Europe and 
South America. One trip that held special interest was a tour to Brazil for 
the study of spirituality and psychic healing. She was well versed in these 
subjects and was often asked by others for her opinion about specific 
events and people in this area of life.

We would like to thank Mary’s caregiver, Halyna, for her years of good 
care and love for Mary, and Nina McMenamin for her kindness to Mary, 
and her guidance and help to us.

Cremation has taken place and a private family service will be held at 
a later date.

With sad hearts we share that our beloved 
wife, mother and grandmother

Maria Shevchuk
passed into Eternal Rest on October 9, 2018

Maria Shevchuk (née Dumanska) was born 
in Bolekhiv, Ukraine, on December 28, 1932. 
As did so many Ukrainians displaced because 
of the war, she emigrated to the United 
States with her mother Julia Dumanska in 
1950. They settled in Jersey City, where Maria 
worked during the day and completed her 
education, earning an Associate Degree, via 
evening classes. Maria married Ilia Shevchuk 
on October 31, 1959, at St. George Ukrainian 
Catholic Church in New York City. After 
living brie
 y in Manhattan, they moved to 
downtown Jersey City, where they raised four 
children: Walter, Ihor, Nadia and Roman.

Maria was devoted to God, to her husband, children and grandchildren. 
She enjoyed creating Ukrainian embroidery, “vyshyvky”, keeping up with 
local news, sharing her Ukrainian culinary skills at school and church 
events. She taught Ukrainian language and embroidery classes at Sts. 
Peter & Paul Ukrainian School in Jersey City, and later worked in the 
Recording Department for the Ukrainian National Association.

Maria leaves in deep sadness:
her loving husband Ilia
her son Walter with his wife Sophia and their children 

 Ariana and Adrian
her son Ihor
her daughter Nadia with her husband Oleh Maczaj and their 

 children Danylo, Paul and Julianna
her son Roman with his son David
family in Ukraine

Donations in memory of Maria can be made to the Ukrainian 
Museum and Library of Stamford, 161 Glenbrook Rd, Stamford, CT 
06902 (ukrainianmuseumlibrary.org)

May Her Memory Be Eternal!

Богдан Курилко „Дух“  
Вікі Купчинська з синами 
     Романом і Ігорем  
Чарелз Подпірка  
Володимир „Хіна“ і Мєрилин Шарко 
Дарія Курилко   
Мирон і Ольга Гнатейко  
Орест і Дарка Темницькі  
Адя і Орест Федаш  
Роман Ференцевич  
Юрко Грабець   
Стесра Король   
Юрко і Ліда Гук   
Юрко і Віра Попель  
Роман Новаківський  
Юрко Данилів   
Данило і Ксеня Захарчук
Роман і Меланія Ганкевич
Марія Руденська-Силвер
Тамара Тершаковець  
Михайло і Марія Ганкевич
Анна Ортинська  
Александер Король  
Ірена Герлинська  
Оля Стасюк   
Дарія Самотулка  
Ярина Ференцевич  
Роксоляна і Бернард Вечєрек 

Марта Ковч   
Ігор Воєвідка   
Христина Бонакорса  
Марта і Роберт Торієлі  
Оксана Волчук   
Ліда Прокоп   
Роман і Марія Гавриляк  
Дарка Якубович  
Квітка і Данко Пащин  
Марійка Гельбіґ   
Ірена Савчин   
Тиміш і Мирося Ганкевич 
Марта Король   
Александра Юзенів  
Петро Содоль    
Надя Шміґель   
Марта Шиприкевич Волчук
Володимир і Дарія Рудакевич 
Ярослав Скрипник  
Татяна і Стесран Сикорські
Тереса Бень
Зеновія Кунцьо

Пластові Установи
Осередок УПС Ню-Йорк 
Станиця Ню-Йорк  
Курінь  „Буриверхи“  

В першу річницю відходу у вічність

св.п.  

Володимира Гнатківського
хочемо подякувати всім, що зложили пожертву 

в пам’ять Дзюня на Українське Військо 

With profound sadness we wish to announce the passing on 
Friday, August 17, 2018, into God’s Eternal Kingdon of our dear 

husband, father, grandfather, brother-in-law and uncle

Zenon Shpon 
Mechanical Engineer 

Born on January 5,1934, in his beloved Peremyshl, Ukraine, 
great enthusiast and devotee of the sports of soccer, tennis 

and table tennis and also chess and duplicate bridge, 
for which he received many awards and accolades. 

In deep sorrow:
wife             - Larissa Chajkowsky Shpon 
daughters           - Areta Shpon Perrell with husband Eric Perrell
            - Renata Maria Montgomery with husband Michael 
grandchildren   - Daniel and Natalie Perrell  
            - Ian and Alexander Montgomery
sisters-in-law     - Christine Chajkowsky Dolnyckyj and family
            - Vera Chajkowsky Dutton and family
’’foster son’’        - Dr. Nazar Kalivoshko with wife Olya and family

Death announcements should be sent to the Advertising Department by e-mail to 
adukr@optonline.net or by fax to 973-644-9510.  Deadline: Tuesday noon before 

the newspaper’s date of issue.  For further information call 973-292-9800, ext. 3040.

DEATH ANNOUNCEMENTS
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NOTES ON PEOPLE

“Notes on People” is a feature geared toward report-
ing on the achievements of members of the Ukrainian 
community. All submissions should be concise due to 
space limitations. Items will be published as soon as 
possible after their receipt.

MONTREAL – Maria Logush, a well-known journalist 
in the Ukrainian diaspora of North America, celebrated 
her 100th birthday on September 14. She wrote numer-
ous articles in many Ukrainian newspapers and journals 
on Ukrainian culture. Her articles appeared most often 
in the Toronto-based newspaper New Pathway. Mrs. 
Logush is seen above in a photo from 2012.

Celebrates 100th birthday

by Nadia Nynka
UNWLA

NEW YORK – On Sunday, September 9, Father Petro 
Zhuk, rector of the Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Three Holy 
Hierarchs Spiritual Seminary in Kyiv, presented Ukrainian 
National Women’s League of America (UNWLA) President 
Marianna Zajac with the Patriarchal certificate (hramota), 
the highest recognition awarded by Patriarch Sviatoslav of 
the Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church (UGCC). 

This seminary was established in Kniazhychi, Kyiv 
Oblast, at the directive of Patriarch Lubomyr and became 
active in June 2010.

For the second year now, the UNWLA has supported a 
portion of the expenses of the seminarians from eastern 
Ukraine who have entered the seminary with financial 
challenges. Of the 78 seminarians currently studying at the 
seminary, the UNWLA is providing support to 21. After 
their ordination, these young men will be returning to 
their home territories affected by the war in order to serve 
their respective communities. 

UNWLA president recognized
by UGCC and UOC-KP

Father Petro Zhuk of the Ukrainian Greek-Catholic 
Three Holy Hierarchs Spiritual Seminary presents a 

Patriarchal Certificate to Marianna Zajac.

Patriarch Filaret presents the Medal of St. Barbara to 
Marianna Zajac

During his visit to the United States during the summer 
of 2018, Patriarch Sviatoslav, who directly oversees the 
seminary, clearly stated at a dinner held in his honor in 
Stamford, Conn., that this seminary is critical for the future 
of the UGCC in the war-affected areas. The UNWLA has 
pledged to continue its support.

On September 10, Patriarch Filaret of the Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church - Kyiv Patriarchate awarded Ms. Zajac the 
order of the Holy Great Martyr Barbara for the UNWLA’s 
commitment to “the revival of spirituality in Ukraine.” This 
recognition is awarded to women for outstanding personal 
services in church, philanthropic, educational, cultural and 
other spheres of social activity.

During this visit, Patriarch Filaret thanked the UNWLA 
for its continued dedication to Ukrainians of all walks of 
life. Ms. Zajac briefly shared UNWLA’s history, and its many 
social welfare and educational projects currently taking 
place in Ukraine. She also spoke about the organization’s 
dedication and active involvement in the recognition of the 
Holodomor as genocide in the United States. 

Patriarch Filaret then spoke about the granting of the 
Tomos of autocephaly by the patriarch of Constantinople 
and emphasized its historical importance.

Myron W. Zajak

PITTSBURGH – Dr. Adriana Helbig, associate professor 
of music and assistant dean of undergraduates at the 
University of Pittsburgh, is among 78 recipients who were 
selected nationally as the 2018-2019 fellows of the 
American Council of Learned Society. 

According to Matthew Goldfeder, director of fellowship 
programs at ACLS, “Fellows are selected for their potential 
to make an original and significant contribution to knowl-
edge, resulting from research on cultures, texts and arti-
facts from antiquity to the present, in contexts around the 
world.” 

The ACLS Fellowship awarded to Dr. Helbig in the 
amount of $50,000 allows her to take a one-year sabbatical 
in 2018-2019 to complete her book “Romani Music and 
Development Aid in Post-Soviet Ukraine.” This book theo-
rizes the ways music has shaped Romani (Gypsy) identity 
politics in post socialist society and draws on Dr. Helbig’s 
two decades of ethnographic research among Roma in 
Ukraine. 

Dr. Helbig’s publications to date include “Hip-Hop 
Ukraine: Music, Race, and African Migration” (Indiana 
University Press, 2014), the first ethnographically based 
analysis of hip-hop in Ukraine and the first that addresses 
the role of African musicians in post socialist society, as 
well as numerous articles in scholarly journals and chap-
ters in edited volumes. Dr. Helbig has also co-edited a vol-
ume on global hip-hop titled “Hip Hop at Europe’s Edge: 
Music, Agency and Social Change” (Indiana University 
Press, 2017) with sociologist Milosz Miszczynski and has 
co-authored a series book titled “Culture and Customs of 
Ukraine” (Greenwood Press, 2009) with scholars Oksana 
Buranbaeva and Vanja Mladineo.

Having received her doctorate in eth-
nomusicology from Columbia University 
in 2005, Dr. Helbig taught at Fordham 
University and at the University of 
Illinois, Urbana-Champagne, before 
coming to the University of Pittsburgh 
in 2008. Granted tenure in 2014, Dr. 
Helbig has taught graduate and under-
graduate courses on issues of equality 
relating to the intersection of music and 
race, gender, class and disability. Her 
courses are consistently over-enrolled, 
especially the internationally renowned 
course Carpathian Music Ensemble, 
which she founded and directed in 
2008-2018. Dr. Helbig is a sought-after 
speaker on human rights issues and a 
media consultant, presently working 
with The New York Times on a year-
long project that highlights hip-hop as a 
form of global activism.

Recognized for her expertise in 
research, teaching and administration, 
Dr. Helbig was appointed assistant dean 
of undergraduates in 2015, becoming 
the youngest dean in the university’s 
200-year history and the first woman in 
this position. Dr. Helbig welcomes work-
ing with students from around the 
world and is especially open to helping 
students from Ukraine familiarize them-
selves with systems of higher education in the United 
States. 

She is a member of numerous scholarly organizations, 
holding elected positions in the Society for Ethnomusicology 
and the International Council for Traditional Music. She is 
also a member of the Shevchenko Scientific Society and the 

American Association for Ukrainian Studies. 
A graduate of the Ukrainian Music Institute in Newark, 

N.J., piano class of Taissa Bohdanska, she continues to be 
active in Plast Ukrainian Scouting Organization and its 
Pershi Stezhi sorority, and the Ukrainian National Women’s 
League of America. Dr. Helbig belongs to Ukrainian 
National Association Branch 25. 

Named American Council
of Learned Society fellow

Dr. Adriana Helbig
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UNWLA’s Philadelphia Regional Council celebrates 80th anniversary with haute couture fashion show
by Petrusia Sawchak

JENKINTOWN, Pa. – The dazzling 
Tetyana Paliy Fashion Show, sponsored by 
the Ukrainian National Women’s League of 
America (UNWLA) Philadelphia Regional 
Council, showcased the unique work of 
designer Ms. Paliy of Lviv, as well as 
Maximilian Furs from Bloomingdale’s and 
the Art-to-Wear jewelry of Masha Archer of 
San Francisco. 

The show was held in the newly renovat-
ed hall on the spacious grounds of St. 
Michael the Archangel Ukrainian Catholic 
Church in Jenkintown, Pa., on Saturday, 
October 20, before a packed audience.

During the opening reception with hors 
d’oeuvres and cocktails in the lobby, guests 
had the opportunity to view the one-of-a-
kind jewelry and hand-painted icons by 
Nataliya Stasiv of Lviv and the beautifully 
crafted scarves in various fabrics designed 
by Zoriana Sokhatska of Philadelphia. This 
exhibit was organized by UNWLA Branch 
67 as a fund-raiser for The Ukrainian 
Museum in New York City. 

Prior to the start of the show, the attend-
ees enjoyed dinner and perused the pro-
gram booklet that included information 
about the UNWLA, biographies of the art-
ists, participants of the program (including 
the models, many of them members of 
Philadelphia’s Ukrainian community) and 
patrons. The fashion show was made possi-
ble by the generous contributions made by 
Ukrainian Selfreliance Federal Credit Union 
and various other companies and individu-
als.

 The Fashion Show was emceed by 
Marta Rubel and Marc Chuma, who con-
gratulated the Philadelphia Regional 

Council on its 80th anniversary. Eryna 
Korchynsky, fashion show organizer and 
member of the UNWLA Philadelphia 
Regional Council, was thanked for spear-
heading the event, hosting, and coordinat-
ing the fashion show, and Halyna Henhalo 
for her leadership as president of the 
Philadelphia Regional Council. The women 
worked tirelessly with a very active com-
mittee for months to create a very success-
ful and exciting event. 

With background pulsating music, the 
models strutted down the runway, creating 
an enthusiasm for the fashions being 
shown. 

The first part of the couture fashion 
show was dedicated to the Maximilian coat 
collection, which featured 54 unique vari-
ous styles, lengths and fabrics of coats and 
jackets, including many shearling lamb cre-
ations in colors from black and brown to 
green, gray, pink and some multi-colored 

versions, as well as mink and fox creations. 
The Maximilian Furs establishment orig-

inated in Warsaw, Poland, but was forced 
out in 1939. The furriers settled in New 
York City and established themselves as 
trend setters. The collections are now fea-
tured in salons within Bloomingdale’s 
Department Stores.

The Marsha Archer jewelry was worn by 
the models, both men and women, wearing 
the fur creations. An internationally 
acclaimed jewelry designer, Ms. Archer 
(neé Maria Muchin) was born in Kyiv and 
immigrated to the United States in 1949 
with her parents. She married Charles 

Archer in Mexico, moved to the Southwest, 
and later to San Francisco. Her creations 
reflect her cultural heritage for more than 
four decades. She uses various semi-pre-
cious beads, such as coral, turquoise, and 
silver, in her necklaces. Her creations have 
been shown internationally: at the 
Pecherska Lavra in Kyiv, The Ukrainian 
Museum in New York, Saks Fifth Avenue 
stores, the San Francisco Opera House, the 
Metropolitan Museum and more.

The Tetyana Paliy fashions included 
more than 60 ensembles for men, women 
and children. The collection included many 
beautiful flowing white dresses as well as 
other colors in lovely fabrics, intricately 
embroidered with Ukrainian traditional 
and contemporary designs and often using 
bold florals and roses in rich colors of red, 
pink, lavender and purple shades. The 
designer likes using a cummerbund with 
the same design to show off the wearer’s 
waist. Ms. Paliy’s designs have been 
described as both whimsical and elegant. 
Some of her designs seemed retro in style, 
depicting a love of the past. One highlight 
from the collection was a beautiful wedding 
gown and wedding shirt for the groom – 
with Ukrainian embroidery embellished on 
exquisite fabric.

After the presentations, the guests anx-
iously waited to review the collections for 
purchase, with 20 percent of sales going to 
Ukrainian humanitarian relief to help fami-
lies in eastern Ukraine affected by the 
recent crisis.

COMMUNITY CHRONICLE

Czech Republic, Poland and the three Baltic 
states, but the Brits sided with the French, 
causing Lithuania to be the lone holdout 
after the resistance alliance collapsed.

President Valdas Adamkus of Lithuania 
warned, “Resuming the talks now [on part-
nership with Russia] would expose the EU’s 
weaknesses for all to see,” allowing Russia 
“once more to trample over European val-
ues.”

Lithuania’s Deputy Minister of Foreign 
Affairs Zygimantas Pavilionis cautioned the 

Germans and French that: “The French 
Presidency [of the EU] was making a seri-
ous, historic mistake. We are questioning 
the timing and we are questioning this 
U-turn in the EU’s position. Is it the right 
signal to send to Kyiv, to Moldova, even to 
the Baltic states today, that borders can be 
changed by military force? This is a way to 
legitimize occupation, and we are con-
cerned about the powerful effects of this 
message to all neighboring countries and to 
Russia itself.”

However, the French line prevailed at the 
EU’s foreign affairs ministers’ meeting on 
November 10. Mr. Kouchner claimed that 
Russia’s conduct on the ground in Georgia 

was satisfactory enough to warrant the 
resumption of partnership negotiations 
with Russia.

Estonia’s Minister of Foreign Affairs Umas 
Paet noted that the interpretation of Russia’s 
conduct in Georgia by Mr. Solana and 
External Affairs Commissioner Benita 
Ferrero-Waldner raised questions and 
could not be allowed to develop into a prec-
edent within the EU.

The ministerial meeting ignored 
Georgian  Pr ime Minister  Gr igol 
Mgaloblishvili’s appeal from Tbilisi: “Today 
to declare ‘mission accomplished’ and 
return to business as usual with Russia 
could encourage Russia to continue its 

aggressive actions against Georgia and 
Europe’s Eastern neighborhood.”

This year, Italy’s Prime Minister 
Giuseppe Conte said he “will support an 
opening towards Russia as sanctions 
[against Russia, related to its invasion of 
Ukraine since 2014] are damaging to Italy’s 
economy.” This kind of rhetoric from Italy 
has grown louder with the rise of Lega 
Nord and the Five Star Movement – politi-
cal parties funded in part by the Kremlin.

Source: “Lithuania refuses to acquiesce in 
EU negotiations with Russia,” by Vladimir 
Socor (Eurasia Daily Monitor), The 
Ukrainian Weekly, November 23, 2008.

(Continued from page 6)

Turning...

A stunning example of chinchilla by 
Maximilian Furs from Bloomingdale’s.

Andrij Korchynsky

A bold, charismatic ensemble from the 
Tetyana Paliy collection.

A Masha Archer necklace on a man sporting leather from Maximilian.
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Mnohaya Lita!
          With Love,

Your sons Alexander (Jaime), Gregory (Lesya) 
  and Andrej (Julie) Bula.

Happy Anniversary 
to the MOST FABULOUS parents in the world!  

Walter and Katheryna (Suchenko) Bula were married on October 
13, 1968, at St. George’s Ukrainian Catholic Church in Manhattan.  
During their 50 years of love and dedication to each other, they 
raised their three sons and lived all over the world (Italy, Pakistan, 
Argentina, France, and Mexico).  � ey � nally settled in Columbus, 
NJ, and are o� en surrounded by their 8 grandchildren.

Happy 

50th 
Anniversary 

Walter and Katheryna!

 ANNUITIES ANNUITIES ANNUITIES ANNUITIES ANNUITIES ANNUITIES ANNUITIES
PREMIER NINE*  

ALSO AVAILABLE:
SELECT SEVEN – 3.5%*
STARTER FIVE – 3.0%*

2200 Route 10, Parsippany, NJ 07054 
General Information: 800-253-9862 • Fax: 973-292-0900
www.UNAInc.org 
facebook.com/UkrainianNationalAssociation

ALSO AVAILABLE:ALSO AVAILABLE:
SELECT SEVEN – 3.5%*SELECT SEVEN – 3.5%*SELECT SEVEN – 3.5%*
STARTER FIVE – 3.0%*STARTER FIVE – 3.0%*STARTER FIVE – 3.0%*

Ukrainian National Association, Inc.

Contact us:  
888-538-2833

*  First year rate.  Second Year Rate – 3.0%.
   All annuity rates are subject to change.  Not available in all states.

NIGHT INCLUDES:
•  Special dance performances on the 
   main concourse throughout the night, 
   starting when doors open at 5 PM

•  Each ticket purchased includes a 
   Ukrainian Heritage Night t-shirt 
   and a group gift

•  Special National Anthem 
   and Color Guard presentation

•  Join us for a post game photo on 
   the main ice after the game

•  Special highlighted Hero of the Game

To purchase tickets, please visit 
newjerseydevils.com/Ukrainianheritage

For questions, please contact the Myron Bytz 
at 973-919-1322 or at UkrHeritageNight.devils@gmail.com
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Through Art exhibit, “Celebrating 50 Years: Art Paintings by 
November 24 Roman Vovk,” Ukrainian National Museum,
Chicago www.ukrainiannationalmuseum.org or 312-421-8020

November 15 Film screenings, “Exploring the Ukrainian Holodomor,” featuring
Detroit  “When We Starve” and “Bitter Harvest,” Detroit Film
 Theater, pre-film reception at Crystal Gallery, www.dia.org/
 events/film-program-exploring-ukrainian-holodomor

November 16 Concert, “Voices of Ukraine’s Villages from East to West,” 
New York Ukrainian Village Voices, The Ukrainian Museum, 
 ukrainianvillagevoices.com or ukrainianvillagevoices@gmail.com

November 16-28 Art exhibit, “Roman Romanyshyn: Miscellanea – A Survey
New York of Color Etchings,” Ukrainian Institute of America,
 212-288-8660 or www.ukrainianinstitute.org

November 17 Holodomor commemoration, U.S. Committee for Ukrainian
New York Holodomor-Genocide Awareness, St. Patrick Cathedral, 
 212-228-6840 or ukrainegenocide@gmail.com

November 17 50th anniversary of CYM Palatine, American Ukrainian 
Palatine, IL Youth Association, palatine@cym.org

November 17 Steak Bake, Syracuse Ukrainian National Home,
Syracuse, NY events@syrucc.org or 315-478-9272

November 17 Artistic tribute marking the 85th anniversary of the 
Venice, FL Holodomor, featuring violinist Solomiya Ivakhiv, pianist 
 Volodymyr Vynnytsky, cellist Natalia Khoma, with vocalists
 Zoia Rzhok and Oleh Chmyr, and the Women’s Bandura
 Ensemble of North America, Venice Presbyterian Church,
 virabodnaruk@comcast.net

November 17-18 Bazaar, St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church, 
Buffalo, NY www.stnbuffalo.com

November 18 Film discussion with Andrew Tkach, “Hunger for Truth: 
New York The Rhea Clyman Story,” The Ukrainian Museum, 
 212-228-0110 or www.ukrainianmuseum.org

November 18 Thanksgiving dinner, Ukrainian Homestead,
Lehighton, PA www.ukrhomestead.com

November 18 Poetry, textiles, video, culinary art, “Memory Project,” 
Floral Park, NY with Olena Jennings, Olga Mak and Olesia Lew, Queens
 County Farm Museum, www.queensfarm.org

November 18 Commemorative concert, marking the 85th anniversary 
Miami of the Holodomor, featuring the Women’s Bandura
 Ensemble of North America and the Ukrainian Dancers
 of Miami, Miami Dade College Koubek Center, 
 305-798-0190

November 18 Ukrainian Christmas Bazaar, Assumption of the Blessed 
Ottawa Virgin Mary Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral, 
 613-728-0856 or www.ukrainianorthodox.info

November 20 Holodomor commemoration, Ukrainian Canadian 
Ottawa Congress, Embassy of Ukraine, https://conta.cc/2atxsj 
 or 613-232-8822
 
November 22 Thanksgiving feast, Soyuzivka Heritage Center, 
Kerhonkson, NY www.soyuzivka.com or 845-626-5641

November 24 Holodomor commemorative service, Ukrainian Club of Kansas
Overland Park, KS City, Holy Trinity Orthodox Church, ukrainianclubkc@aol.com

November 28 Film screening and discussion, “Falling” by Olena
New York Yershova, Ukrainian Film Club, Columbia University,
 https://harriman.columbia.edu

November 30 Dinner and show, “The Chairman of the Board meets the King
Warren, MI of Rock,” with Gary Sacco as Frank Sinatra and Matt King
 as Elvis Presley, Ukrainian Cultural Center,  586-757-1278

Entries in “Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to events 
advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome submissions 
from all our readers. Items will be published at the discretion of the editors 
and as space allows. Please send e-mail to mdubas@ukrweekly.com.

itself of the autocephaly Constantinople 
gave it in the first place (bbc.com/ukraini-
an/features-46069420 in Ukrainian; nv.ua/
world/geopolitics/konstantinopol-rpts-
dolzhna-vernutsja-k-edineniju-so-vselens-
kim-prestolom-inache-primem-opredelen-
nye-reshenija-2504540.html in Russian; cf. 
actualcomment.ru/konstantinopol-ugro-
zhaet-rpts-otzyvom-avtokefalii-18110 
21627.html).

“We hope that Russia will reflect upon 
this and return to unity with the ecumeni-
cal throne for the ecumenical throne does 
not want to break relations with it. But if 
this situation will continue for a long time, 
of course, the ecumenical throne will be 
forced to take definite decisions in order to 
guarantee the unity of the Church,” 
Archbishop Iov says.

Taking autocephaly away from Moscow 
would be a “nuclear option” and is very 
unlikely; but Constantinople has the power 
to take that step. More immediately, 
Archbishop Iov pointed out, it has the 
option of granting autocephaly not only to 
Ukraine but also to Orthodoxy in Belarus, 
something that would further limit 
Moscow’s influence, especially now that it 
has lost Ukraine.

Moscow is clearly losing this church bat-
tle, something that will have serious conse-
quences for Patriarch Kirill in the first 
instance – he could even be forced from 
office – but also for his Church and for the 
Russian state it serves. Constantinople isn’t 
intimidated, and Moscow – religious and 
secular – has to decide just how far it will 
go given that the stakes against it are 
becoming so large. 

(Continued from page 6)

Moscow could be...

Parliament showed little support for his 
departure. Mr. Lutsenko’s press secretary, 
Larysa Sarhan, said the prosecutor’s resig-
nation letter was sent to the presidential 
office on November 7. That same day, 
funeral services for Ms. Handzyuk were 
held in Kherson.]

Acid attack on July 31

The activist, who was known for her 
scathing criticism of police corruption, was 
doused with sulfuric acid outside of her 
Kherson home on July 31 by an unknown 
attacker. 

Her death comes amid a wave of attacks 
against Ukraine’s civic activists, with rights 
campaigners claiming law-enforcement 
agencies have failed to thoroughly investi-
gate the cases and may even be complicit in 
some of the attacks. 

Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko, 
speaking during his trip in Turkey, 
expressed his condolences to Ms. 
Handzyuk’s family and called on law-
enforcement agencies to do everything in 
their power to bring her killer to justice.

Five suspects have been detained for 
their alleged involvement in the attack, but 
there was no information about its master-
mind.

 “Attacks against civil society activists 
are unacceptable. The perpetrators of this 
vicious crime must be brought to justice,” 
EU enlargement commissioner Johannes 
Hahn tweeted. 

Ms. Handzyuk suffered severe burns to 
nearly 40 percent of her body and lost sight 
in one of her eyes after the acid attack, 
according to doctors who treated her at a 
burn center in the Ukrainian capital, Kyiv.

(Continued from page 1)

Ukrainian civic... Doctors performed 11 surgical opera-
tions to try to save her life. From her hospi-
tal bed, Ms. Handzyuk vowed to track down 
her attackers.

Police initially listed the case as hooli-
ganism but changed it to attempted murder 
committed with extreme cruelty after pub-
lic outcry.

Ukrainian lawmaker Olena Sotnyk on 
November 4 renewed her previous call for 
a special investigative committee to be 
formed in parliament to probe her case.

55 unsolved attacks against activists

Local and international civil society 
groups have recorded at least 55 unsolved 
attacks against activists, including on Ms. 
Handzyuk, since 2017. 

In recent months, protesters demanding 
a proper police response have gathered 
outside government buildings across the 
country in a campaign dubbed “silence 
kills.”

Prosecutor General Lutsenko, a presi-
dential appointee, caused an uproar after 
one of the protests in September, when he 
said activists were themselves partly to 
blame because they “stir up” an “atmo-
sphere of total hatred toward the authori-
ties.”

Ms. Handzyuk was stinging in her criti-
cism of police corruption. 

In September 2017, she accused Artem 
Antoshchuk, a department head in the 
Kherson Regional Police, of demanding a 3 
percent cut from all contracts and tenders 
in the region. The accusation led to a fierce 
court battle, which she won. 

Police have arrested five former fighters 
of the Ukrainian Volunteer Army, a splinter 

faction of the ultranationalist Right Sector 
militia, suspected of involvement in the 
attack. 

Four of the men have claimed the fifth, 
Serhiy Torbin, a former officer of Kherson 
police, was the main suspect. Mr. Torbin is 
in the custody of the Security Service of 
Ukraine at a pretrial detention center in 
Kyiv, his defense lawyer Yuriy Khazov told 
the Kyiv Post newspaper. 

Stills from a CCTV camera published by 
local media appear to show the alleged 
attacker running away from the scene of 
the crime.

Six weeks before her death, Ms. 
Handzyuk recorded a video message for 
Hromadske TV from her hospital bed. 
Wrapped in bandages, she said she was 
certain the attack was meant to kill her.

“Why do I consider it to be assassination 
attempt? Because the acid was poured on 
my head,” she said. “If someone wanted to 
warn or silence me, they could have target-
ed my arms, legs or face – anywhere. But 
they poured a liter of acid on my head.”

Before she signed off, she added: “Yes, I 
know that I look bad now. But I’m sure that 
I look much better than law and justice in 
Ukraine,” she said. “Because they aren’t 
treated by anyone.” 

Copyright 2018, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/ukrainian-activist-
doused-with-acid-dies/29581875.html and 
https://www.rferl.org/a/ukrainian-prosecu-
tor-submits-resignation-as-acid-attack-
activist-s-funeral-held/29588044.html).
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PREVIEW OF EVENTS
Saturday, November 17

VENICE, Fla.: A “Holodomor Comme morative Concert: 
An Artistic Tribute” to the millions who perished in 
Soviet dictator Joseph Stalin’s Holodomor, the Famine-
Genocide of 1932-1933 in Ukraine, will mark the 85th 
anniversary of one of history’s most horrendous crimes 
against humanity. Featured performers: Women’s 
Bandura Ensemble of North America, soprano Zoia 
Rozhok, cellist Natalia Khoma, pianist Volodymyr 
Vynnytsky, baritone Oleh Chmyr and violinist Solomiya 
Ivakhiv. The event will take place at 5 p.m. at Venice 
Presbyterian Church, 825 The Rialto, Venice, FL, 34285. 
Tickets are $25 and may be purchased by calling 941-
220-3210 or online at ukrainianamericanorgs.tix.com.

Sunday, November 18

MIAMI: The Women’s Bandura Ensemble of North 
America will perform at 2 p.m. at the Koubek Center 
Theater, 2705 SW Third St., Street, Miami, FL 33135. The 
first-time event in South Florida will honor the victims of 
the Holodomor on the genocide’s 85th anniversary. The 
program will also feature the Ukrainian Dancers of 
Miami Dance Ensemble. Tickets at $30 are available at 
brownpapertickets.com/event/3616365. This presenta-

tion is through the cooperative efforts of Miami Dade 
College Koubek Center, Ukrainian National Women’s 
League of America Branch 17 and the South Florida 
Chapter of the U.S. Committee for Holodomor-Genocide 
Awareness. For further information contact Oksana 
Piaseckyj, 305-798-0190.
Sunday, December 2 

HILLSIDE, N.J.: All are invited to visit with St. Nicholas at 
12:15 p.m. in the church hall of Immaculate Conception 
Ukrainian Catholic Church, located at the intersection of 
Liberty Avenue and Bloy Street. The parish children will 
present an informal bilingual entertainment program. 
Compli mentary refreshments will be served. For those 
attending the Sunday divine liturgy at 10:45 a.m., a light 
lunch will be provided after the liturgy. If you would like 
to attend the luncheon, contact Teresa Szpyhulsky at 
908-289-0127, Patricia Shatynski at 908-322-7350 or 
e-mail the parish at ICUkrainianCatholic@yahoo.com by 
November 26. Additional information and directions to 
the parish may be found on the parish website, www.
byzcath.org/ImmaculateConception, or on Facebook, 
https://www.facebook.com/Immaculate-Conception-
Ukrainian-Catholic-Church-Hillside-Union-County-
NJ-10250294308 56940/.

PREVIEW OF EVENTS GUIDELINES
Preview of Events is a listing of Ukrainian community events open 
to the public. It is a service provided at minimal cost ($20 per list-
ing) by The Ukrainian Weekly to the Ukrainian community. 

To have an event listed in Preview of Events please send informa-
tion, in English, written in Preview format, i.e., in a brief paragraph 
of several sentences that includes the date, place, type of event, 
sponsor, admission, full names of persons and/or organizations 
involved, and a phone number and/or e-mail address to be pub-
lished for readers who may require additional information. Items 
must be no more than 100 words long. 

Preview items must be received no later than one week before 
the desired date of publication (i.e., they must be received by 9 
am Monday morning). Please include payment for each time the 
item is to appear and indicate date(s) of issue(s) in which the item 
is to be published. Also, senders are asked to include the phone 
number of a person who may be contacted by The Weekly during 
daytime hours, as well as their complete mailing address. 

Information should be sent to  preview@ukrweekly.com. When 
e-mailing, please do not send items as attachments – simply type 
the text into the body of the e-mail message. Preview items and 
payments may be mailed to: Preview of Events, The Ukrainian 
Weekly, 2200 Route 10, P.O. Box 280, Parsippany, NJ 07054.
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