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by Marta Baziuk

TORONTO – The Holodomor featured 
prominently at an international conference 
on genocide held at the University of 
Toronto on October 20-21. Organized by 
the Holodomor Research and Education 
Consortium (HREC, Canadian Institute of 
Ukrainian Studies, University of Alberta) 
and the Institute for Holocaust, Genocide 
and Memory Studies (University of 
Massachusetts, Amherst), the conference 
culminated with the Toronto Annual 
Ukrainian Famine Lecture on October 21.

 The conference “Genocide in 20th-Cen-
tury History: The Power and the Problems 
of an Interpretive, Ethical-Political and 
Legal Concept” considered how the concept 
of genocide has evolved and been adapted, 
examining both the contributions and chal-
lenges of the concept as a way of under-
standing the 20th century.  

The idea for the conference originated 
with HREC advisor Andrea Graziosi of the 
Università di Napoli Federico II, whose 
research includes his discovery in the 
archives of the Italian Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of remarkable Italian diplomatic 
correspondence describing the Famine.

Presenters came from Canada, the 
United States, Australia, Israel, Italy, Norway, 
Switzerland, and the United Kingdom. 
Among them were specialists from the 
Center for the Study of the Holocaust and 
Religious Minorities (Oslo), University of 
Calgary, Leibniz Institute for Jewish History 
and Culture, University of Michigan, 
University of Leicester, University of 
Nevada, University of Wisconsin, Australian 
National University, University of Bern, 
Harvard University and University of 
Wollongong.

Also in attendance were 20 early career 
scholars who received support from HREC 
to offset the cost of attendance. They came 
from University of Alberta, Northeastern 
University, University of Notre Dame, 
University of Southern California, State 
University of New York at Binghamton, 
George Mason University, Stockton 
University, University of Michigan and 
Presidency University in Kolkata, India. The 
more than 40 attendees received four HREC 
publications related to the Holodomor.

“While it is useful to examine recent his-
tory in the context of theories of genocide, 
the legal definition, which came about for 
political reasons, raises a number of issues. 
We’re pleased the conference succeeded in 
establishing the importance of analyzing 
the strengths and weaknesses of the geno-
cide concept and plan to publish its pro-
ceedings,” said Prof. Graziosi. 

According to Frank Sysyn of HREC and 
the Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Studies, 
“The conference is a milestone in the study 
of the Holodomor, marking its integration 
into broader discussions of genocide.”  

Following introductory remarks from the 
organizers and from Lesley Cormack, dean 
of the Faculty of Arts at the University of 
Alberta, and Randall Hansen, director of the 
Munk School of Global Affairs and Public 
Policy at the University of Toronto, the first 
panel covered the emergence of the term 
“genocide.” Other panel topics included “The 
Evolution and the Concept of Genocide,” 
“The Colonial-Post-Colonial Experience,” 
and “Rethinking the Term ‘genocide.’”

The panel “Discovering the Genocidal 
Nature of the 20th Century” featured 
papers addressing the Holodomor by Prof. 

International conference on genocide 
integrates Holodomor studies

(Continued on page 15)

by Mark Raczkiewycz

KYIV – As many of the world’s leaders 
met in Paris for ceremonies marking the 
100th anniversary of the end of World War 
I on November 11, trench warfare was still 
ravaging Ukraine’s eastern Donbas region 
in a bloody conflict begun when Russia 
invaded the country in 2014. 

That same day and 1,860 miles east of 
the solemn event, Russia ensured that its 
appointed proxies in the occupied parts of 
Donetsk and Luhansk oblasts remained in 
place through what the U.S. said were 
“sham” regional elections. 

 “Yesterday’s illegitimate processes were 
an attempt by Moscow to institutionalize 
its Donbas proxies, the so-called ‘Donetsk 
and Luhansk People’s Republics,’ ” U.S. 
State Department spokeswoman Heather 
Nauert said in a November 12 statement. 

Brussels, Tokyo and Kyiv also con-
demned the charade that saw the re-instal-
lation of Kremlin henchmen to continue 
overseeing about 3 percent of territory that 
Ukraine hasn’t controlled for four years. 

German Chancellor Angela Merkel and 
French President Emmanuel Macron jointly 
denounced the “illegal” vote after meeting 
with Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko 
on the sidelines of the Armistice Day com-
memoration in Paris. 

In a similar statement, Japan said the 
elections “contravene” the spirit of two 
ceasefire deal, referred to as the Minsk 
agreements, that were meant to bring 
peace to the region.

Instead, the ongoing war has claimed 
more than 10,400 lives and internally dis-
placed 1.6 million people – the largest 

migration of people inside Europe since 
World War II. 

According to the truce deal, Ukraine is 
supposed to carry out regional and local 
elections for the entire Donbas. However, 
Kyiv has maintained that carrying them out 
freely and fairly is impossible due to ongo-
ing hostilities. 

Furthermore,  a mission of the 
Organization for Security and Cooperation 
in Europe hasn’t been able to fulfill its man-
date of monitoring the fulfillment of the 
Minsk accords because of limited access 
and freedom of movement in the war zone. 

Thus, Ukraine’s Foreign Affairs Ministry 
said in a November 13 statement that the 
Donbas elections violated Ukraine’s 
Constitution. It called the vote “fake” and 
“Illegal,” while urging the international 
community to recognize the outcome as 
“null and void.”

Kurt Volker, U.S. special representative 
for Ukraine negotiations, said the elections 
were being held “under conditions of occu-
pation, where there is no freedom of 
expression, no freedom of movement, no 
freedom of campaigning, and generally 
therefore no freedom of choice for the peo-
ple in electing candidates for legitimate 
local leadership positions.” His comments 
came during a conference call last week in 
which The Ukrainian Weekly participated.

Moscow went ahead anyway and con-
gratulated its proxies. 

Russian President Vladimir Putin’s point 
man on Ukraine, Vladimir Surkov, greeted 
the appointees: Denis Pushilin in Donetsk 
and Leonid Pasechnik in Luhansk. The 

Armistice Day is celebrated in Paris 
as Moscow-stoked Donbas war continues

(Continued on page 4)

French President Emmanuel Macron greets his Ukrainian counterpart, Petro 
Poroshenko, in Paris on November 11 during events to commemorate the centennial 

of the end of World War I. 

Presidential Administration of Ukraine

Prof. Norman Naimark of Stanford 
University lectures on the world history 

of genocide.

Dr. Liudmyla Hrynevch delivers the 
Toronto Annual Ukrainian Famine Lecture 

as part of a conference on genocide.

Mykola Swarnyk
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Canada condemns illegitimate elections 

Canada’s Department of Global Affairs 
on November 13 condemned the elections 
held in the occupied Donbas region of 
Ukraine. The Canadian government’s state-
ment read: “Canada joins its European 
allies and the United States in unreservedly 
rejecting the illegitimate and illegal 
November 11, 2018, elections in Russian-
occupied eastern Ukraine. These ‘elections’ 
are an attempt to validate the rule of 
Moscow-imposed Russian proxies. In the 
absence of a recognized legal basis or any 
credible international monitoring, the 
international community will not recognize 
these ‘elections.’ Canadians continue to 
stand steadfastly with the people of 
Ukraine.” (Ukrainian Canadian Congress 
Daily Briefing)

Ukraine, U.S. to restore commission’s work

President Petro Poroshenko of Ukraine 
said that within the framework of the Paris 
Peace Forum, about 40 meetings with 
world leaders took place. Speaking with 
media representatives on November 11, 
Mr. Poroshenko spoke about his meeting 
with U.S. President Donald Trump. 
“Yesterday, the meeting with the president 
of the United States of America was held. As 
a result of this discussion, Minister of 
Foreign Affairs of Ukraine Pavlo Klimkin 
and his American counterpart, U.S. 
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo met today,” 
Mr. Poroshenko said. The president said 
that the result of these meetings was an 
agreement to hold the Ukraine-U.S. 
Strategic Partnership Commission at the 
level of foreign affairs ministers of the two 
countries in Washington on November 16. 
He noted that the commission was founded 
almost 10 years ago. “Today we agreed to 
restore its work as a symbol of the fact that 
the partnership between Ukraine and the 
United States of America is strategic in 
nature,” Mr. Poroshenko said. He also 
reported that a meeting of diplomatic advi-
sor to the president of Ukraine Kostiantyn 
Yelisieiev with U.S. president’s national 
security advisor, John Bolton, took place in 
Paris. (Presidential Administration of 
Ukraine)

Perry: Russia uses of energy as weapon 

Russia has historically used energy as a 
weapon and that continues today, making 
energy diversification crucial for Central 
and Eastern Europe, U.S. Energy Secretary 
Rick Perry has said. “We should no longer 
allow the Kremlin to use energy as a weap-
on,” Mr. Perry told a news conference in 
Hungary’s capital, Budapest, on November 
13. Mr. Perry was speaking during a visit to 
the region as the administration of 
President Donald Trump seeks to encour-
age the purchase of gas from the United 
States or other suppliers rather than 
increasing purchases from Russia. He called 
on Hungary and its neighbors to reject 
Russian gas pipelines, which Washington 
says are being used to cement Moscow’s 
grip on the region. “Russia is using a pipe-
line project, Nord Stream 2, and the multi-
line Turkish stream [TurkStream project], 
to try to solidify its control over the security 
and the stability of Central and Eastern 
Europe,” Mr. Perry said. “The United States 
strongly opposes these projects, and we 
urge Hungary and its neighbors to join us in 
rejecting them.” Hungarian Foreign Affairs 
Minister Peter Szijjarto said Turkish stream, 
a pipeline under construction from Russia 
to Turkey, was beneficial to Hungary, since 
one of its branches would bring gas to 
Hungary’s southern border via a new route. 
Hungary depends heavily on Russia for its 
natural-gas supplies, which now mostly 
transit via Ukraine. Russia is also building a 
nuclear plant in Hungary. Budapest would 
be willing to buy gas from Croatia, which is 
building a liquefied-gas terminal, and from 
Romania, Mr. Szijjarto said. (RFE/RL, based 
on reporting by Reuters)

Strategic energy dialogue is launched 

President Petro Poroshenko of Ukraine 
met on November 12 with U.S. Secretary of 
Energy Rick Perry, who was visiting Kyiv. 
The Head of State emphasized the impor-
tance of cooperation with the United States 
in the field of energy for strengthening 
Ukraine’s energy security. During the meet-
ing, the launch of the Ukrainian-American 
strategic energy dialogue, which would 
facilitate closer cooperation between the 

(Continued on page 14)

 ANALYSIS

by Yuri Papaiev
Eurasia Daily Monitor

The Organization for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe’s (OSCE) Special 
Monitoring Mission (SMM) in Ukraine 
reported at the end of October that one of its 
long-range unmanned aerial vehicles (UAV) 
had gone missing. According to an OSCE 
spot report (Osce.org, October 27), the 
drone disappeared while flying above a non-
government-controlled area in Donetsk 
region. The UAV in question apparently 
experienced signal interference – which the 
OSCE SMM assessed to be jamming – while 
operating at an altitude of about 7,000 feet.

Coincidentally or not, the UAV went miss-
ing only two days after the deputy head of 
the OSCE’s SMM in Ukraine, Alexander Hug, 
gave a telling interview to the Washington-
based Foreign Policy magazine. Specifically, 
he stated that, while the OSCE had not 
detected direct evidence of Russian involve-
ment in eastern Ukraine, SMM observers 
had repeatedly seen various types of 
advanced weapons produced by Russia, 
including electronic warfare (EW) equip-
ment. In fact, the SMM has already observed 
a number of the newest examples of 
Russian EW systems, such as the Leer-3 
RB-341V, 1L269 Krasukha-2 and RB-109A 
Bylina, and an anti-UAV system – the 
Repellent-1 (Osce.org, August 11).

The main objectives of Russian electronic 
warfare in Ukraine include detecting and 
identifying the location and source of radio 
emissions; suppressing all types of mobile 
satellite communication (including 
Inmarsat and Iridium satellite systems, GSM 
1900 mobile phones, and cell stations) and 
satellite-based navigation signals (including 
NAVSTAR “GPRS” navigation); intercepting 
and recording voice communications; gain-
ing control over radio and TV frequencies; 
as well as jamming enemy UAVs. Russian 
EW was extremely effective during the first 
years of conflict in eastern Ukraine, particu-
larly due to the widespread lack of encrypt-
ed digital communication systems used by 
the Ukrainian Armed Forces (see Eurasia 
Daily Monitor, May 24, 2017; July 19, 2017; 
April 17, 2018).

But importantly, Russia has also used 
EW capabilities to conduct so called “psy-
ops” and diversionary operations. 

In early 2014, even before Russia 
annexed Crimea or initiated armed sepa-
ratist activities in Donbas, the website Livyi 
Bereh reported that some individuals in 
downtown Kyiv received text messages 
that said, “You have been registered as a 
participant in riots” (Livyi Bereh, January 
21, 2014). The Ukrainian State Center for 
Radio Frequencies (USCRF) subsequently 
declared in a special report that it found no 
evidence of penetration of Ukrainian 
mobile operator networks. As Pavlo 
Slobodyanyuk (then the head of the 
USCRF) told the news outlet Capital.ua, an 
unknown international mobile subscriber 
identity-catcher (IMSI-Catcher) could have 
been the possible source of such activity 
(Capital.ua, February 3, 2014). 

And notably, a ground-based mobile EW 
station was spotted in Sevastopol, Crimea, 
near the Ukrainian Naval Forces’ 72nd psy-
ops center, just before the annexation of the 
peninsula in March 2014 (Ukrainska 
Pravda, March 22, 2014). Some of the 
Ukrainian officers and commanders, speak-
ing with this author on the condition of ano-
nymity, revealed that their cellphone con-
versations had been intercepted and 

reported that they had received text mes-
sages with proposals that they surrender.

Combined Russian-separatist forces 
later employed similar methods on the 
frontlines in Donbas. During the most sig-
nificant battles, such as Ilovaysk (August–
September 2014) or Debaltseve (February 
2015), Ukrainian troops received multiple 
intimidating mobile phone texts designed 
to sow panic and mistrust (Livyi Bereh, 
February 6, 2015). These messages were 
also found delivered to cellphones owned 
by civilians who were present in the com-
bat zones at that time. Such texts continued 
to be sent to recipients in Donbas from 
time to time (UNIAN, July 22, 2015). 
Notably, according to Ukrainian military 
intelligence, soldiers from Russia’s 338th 
Radiotechnical Regiment (4thAirforce and 
Counter-Air Defense Army, North Caucasus 
Military District) were identified operating 
in Donetsk region as early as 2015 
(InformNapalm, April 11, 2015).

Most recently, according to an anony-
mous source in the Ukrainian Naval Forces, 
also interviewed by this author, Russian 
forces used EW systems in an attempt to 
suppress communication by two Ukrainian 
ships, the sea tow Korets and the search-
and-rescue vessel Donbas, as they passed 
through the Kerch Strait on September 23 
(Toinformistoinfluence.com, September 24; 
TASS, September 25). Ukraine deployed 
these two ships to the Sea of Azov in 
response to growing tensions with Russia 
in this shared body of water.

According to investigations carried out 
by the international volunteer community 
InformNapalm, at least 12 different Russian 
EW systems have been spotted and docu-
mented in eastern Ukraine (InformNapalm, 
accessed November 2). All of these systems 
are Russian-made and none have ever been 
purchased by the Ukrainian government or 
officially transferred to Ukraine. Most have 
been developed only in the last decade – for 
example, the R330Zh was introduced in 
2008, and the Krasukha-2 in 2012. 

A number of these models were also 
deployed to Syria last September (Interfax, 
September 24), following the deadly inci-
dent when a Russian Il-20 military surveil-
lance plane was mistakenly shot down by 
Syrian air-defense units. The Russian 
Ministry of Defense blamed the Israeli Air 
Force for the downing of the Russian plane 
because Israeli aerial operations had 
drawn the Syrians into trying to engage. In 
response, Russia sent additional anti-air as 
well as EW systems into the Syrian theater 
in order to strengthen its Anti Access/Area 
Denial (A2/AD) capabilities protecting 
Russian troops from hostile forces (see 
EDM, September 27). According to Russian 
media, these new EW systems in Syria may 
include the Krasukha-4, R330Zh and even 
the newest EW-complex Divnomorye 
(Izvestia, September 25).

Russia has for years used Ukraine as a 
testing ground for its military industry and 
new military tactics and capabilities. This is 
also pointedly true in the case of electronic 
warfare. And the two major operations it is 
conducting – in Donbas and Syria – clearly 
help buttress one another when it comes to 
EW tactics and strategy. Russia’s wars in 
Syria and Ukraine should thus not be 
looked at in isolation.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

Ukraine as clandestine testing ground   
for Russian electronic warfare

The Ukrainian Weekly    FOUNDED 1933

An English-language newspaper published by the Ukrainian National Association Inc., 
a non-profit association, at 2200 Route 10, P.O. Box 280, Parsippany, NJ  07054.

Yearly subscription rate: $90; for UNA members — $80.
Periodicals postage paid at Caldwell, NJ  07006 and additional mailing offices.

(ISSN — 0273-9348)
The Weekly:  UNA:
Tel: (973) 292-9800; Fax: (973) 644-9510  Tel: (973) 292-9800; Fax: (973) 292-0900

Postmaster, send address changes to: 
The Ukrainian Weekly  Editor-in-chief: Roma Hadzewycz 
2200 Route 10 Editor: Matthew Dubas
P.O. Box 280 
Parsippany, NJ  07054 e-mail: staff@ukrweekly.com

The Ukrainian Weekly Archive: www.ukrweekly.com

The Ukrainian Weekly, November 18, 2018, No. 46, Vol. LXXXVI
Copyright © 2018 The Ukrainian Weekly

ADMINISTRATION OF THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY AND SVOBODA
(973) 292-9800, ext. 3040
fax: (973) 644-9510
e-mail: adukr@optonline.net
(973) 292-9800, ext. 3040
e-mail: subscription@ukrweekly.com

Walter Honcharyk, administrator
and advertising manager 

Subscription Department



3THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY      SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 2018No. 46

U.S. statement condemns  
“sham ‘elections’” in Donbas

Ukraine protests illegitimate “elections”

by Oleksandr Lashchenko  
and Ron Synovitz 

RFE/RL

KYIV – The leader of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of 
the Kyiv Patriarchate says steps toward independence from 
Moscow must be carried out carefully to avoid giving the 
Kremlin a pretext for further Russian incursions into 
Ukrainian territory.

Patriarch Filaret’s statement came after a synod of the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople chaired by 
Patriarch Bartholomew I, who is considered the leader of 
the 300-million-strong worldwide Orthodox community, 
decreed on October 11 to “proceed to the granting of auto-
cephaly to the Church of Ukraine.”

The synod, however, made sure to warn against violence 
and attempted property takeovers.

In an exclusive interview with RFE/RL, Patriarch Filaret 
talked in detail about the process of establishing a fully 
independent Ukrainian Church and the future status of the 
Moscow-loyal Church in Ukraine.

Ukraine currently has three Orthodox denominations: 
the Ukrainian Orthodox Church – Moscow Patriarchate, 
which remained subordinate to Russia after the break-up 
of the Soviet Union; the Ukrainian Orthodox Church – Kyiv 
Patriarchate, led by Patriarch Filaret; and the Ukrainian 
Autocephalous Orthodox Church, led by Metropolitan 
Makariy.

“We will be striving to have a single Orthodox Church in 
Ukraine and to make sure that the Russian [Orthodox] 
Church is not hiding under the Ukrainian name while, in 
essence, it is Russian,” Pariarch Filaret told RFE/RL on 
October 31.

He said the official name of an independent Church will 
be the “Ukrainian Orthodox Church,” but it also will be 
known as the “Kyiv Patriarchate.”

Once the Istanbul-based Ecumenical Patriarchate deliv-
ers a formal decree on the Kyiv Patriarchate’s indepen-
dence from Moscow, Patriarch Filaret said that “the 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the Moscow Patriarchate 
will no longer have the right to be called the Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church.”

“Instead, it will be named the Russian Orthodox Church 
in Ukraine,” he said.

“Believers have the right to choose,” the primate of the 
UOC–KP said. “If any parish wants to switch from the 
Moscow Patriarchate and join the Ukrainian Orthodox 
Church, then two-thirds of the parish must vote for that 
transition.”

“As of now, more than 150 parishes have joined us,” he 
added.

The most delicate issue surrounding the official separa-
tion is competing property-ownership claims of the Kyiv 
Patriarchate and Moscow-loyal church representatives in 
Ukraine.

Patriarch Filaret insists there will be no illegal seizures 
of church buildings in Ukraine that are currently under the 
control of the UOC–MP, which is under the authority of the 
Russian Orthodox Church.

“This is what Moscow wants – raider seizures that cre-
ate the grounds for interference in the internal affairs of 
Ukraine,” he told RFE/RL.

Patriarch Filaret noted that the Russian government jus-
tified its 2014 seizure of Ukraine’s Crimean peninsula by 
articulating a blanket assertion that Moscow has the right 
and the obligation of protecting and “defending the 
Russian-speaking population” anywhere in the world.

“Now they want to create conditions [where they can 
claim their activities are] for the protection of the Orthodox 
believers,” he continued. “Knowing this, we do not want to 
give them a reason for interference in our internal [affairs], 
and therefore there will be no forcible seizure of church 
buildings.”

Nevertheless, Patriarch Filaret rejected the Moscow 
Patriarchate’s claims to the famous Kyiv Pechersk Lavra – 
the Kyiv Monastery of the Caves. The almost 1,000-year-
old monastery in Kyiv is a Ukrainian national monument, a 

center of Orthodox Christianity in Eastern Europe and the 
place of residence for the leader of the Russia-loyal Church, 
Metropolitan Onufriy.

“Everyone knows that the Kyiv Pecherska Lavra is a 
Ukrainian shrine that is the state’s property,” Patriarch 
Filaret told RFE/RL. “Therefore, they can say anything, but 
the laws say a completely different thing.”

Still, he insisted the Kyiv Patriarchate does “not want to 
forcibly seize lavras or other monasteries or parishes” in 
Ukraine. All such disputes, he said, should be resolved on a 
“voluntary basis.”

The 89-year-old Patriarch Filaret had been a front-run-
ner to head the Russian Orthodox Church during the Soviet 
era. But he was excommunicated in 1997 over his efforts to 
set up the Kyiv Patriarchate as an independent Ukrainian 
Church following the collapse of the Soviet Union.

Ukraine’s Moscow-loyal Church, as well as the Moscow-
based Russian Orthodox Church, consider the Kyiv 
Patriarchate as schismatic and heretical.

Written by Ron Synovitz in Prague with reporting by RFE/
RL’s Ukrainian Service correspondent Olesksandr 
Lashchenko in Kyiv. 

Copyright 2018, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted with the permission 
of Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. 
NW, Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see https://www.
rferl.org/a/kyiv-patriarch-rejects-property-seizures-saying-
they-ll-give-kremlin-pretext-for-incursions/29580539.html).

WASHINGTON – The United States on November 12 condemned the “sham 
‘elections’ ” held a day earlier in Russian-occupied regions of eastern Ukraine, 
which it called “an attempt by Moscow to institutionalize its Donbas proxies, 
the so-called ‘Donetsk and Luhansk People’s Republics.’ ”

Following is the full text of the statement released by U.S. State Department 
spokesperson Heather Nauert.

*  *  *
The United States joins our European Allies and partners in condemning the 

November 11 sham “elections” in Russia-controlled eastern Ukraine. 
Yesterday’s illegitimate processes were an attempt by Moscow to institutional-
ize its Donbas proxies, the so-called “Donetsk and Luhansk People’s Republics.” 
These entities have no place within the Minsk agreements or within Ukraine’s 
constitutional government, and they should be dismantled along with the ille-
gal armed formations.

If Russia calculated the November 11 illegal “elections” would lead to interna-
tional respect for its proxies, the international reaction proves it was mistaken. 
The OSCE [Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe] refused to mon-
itor yesterday’s farce. Russia’s actions have been denounced in capitals on both 
sides of the Atlantic and on the floors of the U.N. Security Council and the OSCE. 
The United States and the European Union have spoken with one voice against 
yesterday’s violation of Ukraine’s sovereignty and territorial integrity. We will 
continue to impose Ukraine-related sanctions against Russia until Moscow fully 
implements the Minsk agreements and returns control of Crimea to Ukraine.

 NEWS ANALYSIS

Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko and Patriarch Filaret meet with clergy of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church 
in Kyiv on October 21.

Mikhail Palinchak/Presidential Administration of Ukraine

KYIV – Ukraine’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
(MFA) on November 11 protested the illegal 
elections held in the occupied territories of the 
Donetsk and Luhansk regions of Ukraine. 

A statement released by the MFA reads as fol-
lows.

*  *  *
The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine 

expresses its resolute protest over the illegiti-
mate and unlawful actions by Russia in connec-
tion with sham “elections” held today in the tem-
porarily occupied territories of the Donetsk and 
Luhansk regions of Ukraine.

The current attempt by Russia to justify, orga-
nize and then legitimize a fake “voting” process 
in the occupied Donbas represents a flagrant 
violation of norms and principles of internation-
al law and Ukrainian legislation and constitutes 
a blatant breach of Ukraine’s sovereignty and 
territorial integrity.

At the same time, Russia as a party to the 
armed conflict in Donbas and a signatory to the 
Minsk agreements again violated its commit-
ments thereunder.

We reaffirm that the results of these sham 

“elections” will be null and void, have no legal 
consequences, and will not be recognized by 
either Ukraine or the international community. 
The only elections that can be legally held in 
Donbas are elections conducted in full compli-
ance with Ukrainian legislation and OSCE stan-
dards under OSCE/ODIHR [Office for 
Democratic Institutions and Human Rights] 
monitoring.

We are grateful to our international partners 
for having reaffirmed their continued support 
for Ukraine’s sovereignty and territorial integri-
ty within its internationally recognized borders.

It is abhorrent that Russia has chosen to 
ignore the clear condemnation of the interna-
tional community and its call to cancel the fake 
“elections.” Russia bears full responsibility for 
holding these illegal actions and for their devas-
tating effect on the peace process.

We call on the international community to 
respond by stepping up political and economic 
pressure on the Kremlin and imposing new 
sanctions on the occupying state and those indi-
viduals, who were directly involved in organiz-
ing these sham “elections.”

Kyiv patriarch rejects property seizures, saying 
they’ll give Kremlin pretext for incursions
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Transatlantic Task Force on Ukraine’s 2019 elections is launched
by Adrian Karmazyn

WASHINGTON – With Ukraine’s 2019 presidential and 
parliamentary elections now on the horizon, Ukrainian, 
American and European experts gathered for the inaugural 
event of a year-long project aimed at supporting a fair and 
democratic election process in Ukraine. The launch of the 
Transatlantic Task Force on Elections and Civil Society in 
Ukraine took place on October 30 in the format of a three-
way video bridge between Washington, Kyiv and Brussels. 

The session was moderated by Jonathan Katz, senior fel-
low at the German Marshall Fund, and Orest Deychakiwsky, 
board vice-chair of the U.S.-Ukraine Foundation. They are 
co-chairs of the Friends of Ukraine Network (FOUN) 
Democracy and Civil Society Task Force and organizers – 
along with the Reanimation Package of Reforms (RPR) – of 
this trans-Atlantic initiative. 

As noted by Mr. Katz, a former deputy assistant adminis-
trator for the Europe and Eurasia Bureau at the U.S. Agency 
for International Development (USAID), the idea is to cre-
ate a new platform to enable the Ukrainian NGO sector to 
better inform Western supporters of Ukraine about reform 
progress:

“One of the things we really want to do is to institution-
alize the engagement of civil society in Ukraine with U.S. 
policy makers, opinion makers, think tanks, [and] civil soci-
ety organizations that are focused on Ukraine and focused 
on Ukraine’s trans-Atlantic integration and democracy. One 
of the gaps that we saw that existed in forming this effort 
was one of communication between Kyiv and Washington, 
and Kyiv and Brussels. And looking at what’s happening on 
the ground in real time.”

Mr. Katz also underscored that the U.S. Congress, the 
administration and Ukraine experts in general are paying 
close attention to the conduct and possible outcome of the 
Ukrainian election as it “could challenge the trajectory of 
U.S. policy in the region.” 

“The importance of this” effort, he added, “is to benefit 
civil society in Ukraine, which has really taken the lead over 
many years but also since the Maidan at moving Ukraine in 
the right direction” and to strengthen U.S.-Ukraine relations 
and support the government’s reform efforts.

In his remarks, Mr. Deychakiwsky, a former senior policy 
advisor with the U.S. Helsinki Commission, noted the gen-

erally positive international assessment of Ukraine’s last 
election and presented an overview of many of the elec-
tion-related issues that are of concern to Washington today, 
for example, the question of whether Ukraine will move to 
an entirely proportional parliamentary election system 
with open party lists. Also, “you have issues of media cover-
age, especially given [some] media’s reliance on oligarchs – 
access of candidates and parties. The role of money. And 
more mundane but essential things like election adminis-
tration,” he said.

One of the most urgent concerns, he noted, is the prob-
lem of “physical attacks on civil society, especially anti-cor-
ruption activists and journalists or efforts to obstruct their 
work. We’ve seen well more than 50 attacks since the 
beginning of the year, according to recent Human Rights 
Watch and Freedom House and Amnesty International 
reports. This is very disconcerting; it needs to be taken 
seriously. Ukrainian authorities at all levels need to see civil 
society as an ally and not as an adversary.” And Mr. 
Deychakiwsky stressed that it’s incumbent on “all of 
Ukraine’s friends to monitor and encourage the exercise of 
civil and political rights in advance of these elections.”

The U.S. government and experts are also focusing par-
ticular attention on Russian election interference and 
cyberattacks in Ukraine, including on election infrastruc-
ture. “Ukraine has a lot to teach us here – in terms of coun-
tering disinformation,” said Mr. Deychakiwsky, referring 
the audience to a recent Washington Post article on 
Ukraine’s efforts in 2015 to warn Facebook management 
about the Kremlin’s spreading of disinformation through 
this hugely influential social media network. 

In her opening remarks from Kyiv, Olena Prokopenko, 
head of international relations for the Reanimation 
Package of Reforms (an influential association of some 80 
NGOs), expressed the view that, without the engagement of 
the West and international organizations through state-
ments of support and assistance conditionalities, “most of 
Ukraine’s reform achievements would not be possible” and 
that the task force will be an important forum for 
Ukrainian reformers to convey their policy priorities to U.S. 
and European Union policy makers and opinion makers. 

“[W]e plan to cover the progress of Ukrainian reforms 
from anti-corruption and judicial reforms, to electoral 
reform, …to energy independence, to defense, cybersecuri-

ty, economic development and, of course, safety for civil 
society,” she said. Prosecution of those responsible for vio-
lent attacks on civil society activists, the draft law on the 
state Security Service, ensuring fair electoral rules, the 
transparent selection of anti-corruption court judges, 
strengthening of the National Anti-Corruption Bureau 
(NABU), and continued deregulation of the economy and 
removal of administrative pressure on business are among 
the top priorities for RPR.

As noted by many experts, major progress on anti-cor-
ruption efforts will greatly improve Ukraine’s business 
environment, make it more attractive for direct foreign 
investment, and help accelerate Ukraine’s integration into 
the European Union and NATO.

Explaining the particular reform priorities of Ukrainian 
civil society, Mykhailo Zhernakov, director of the DEJURE 
Foundation, explained that, “without the rule of law, with-
out strong judicial institutions, without fair justice, other 
reforms are not possible, economic growth is not possible, 
direct investment is not possible, the successful fight 
against corruption is not possible.” 

And he expressed disappointment at the slow implemen-
tation of reforms in this sphere, blaming it on a lack of polit-
ical will and on placing implementation of these reforms 
into the hands of old judges and the old system, who have a 
vested interest in preserving the status quo. Civil society has 
credibility with the population and is well-placed to contin-
ue the push for reforms, said Mr. Zhernakov.

Despite a 2014 coalition agreement committing the 
Parliament to adopting a comprehensive election reform 
package, Denys Kovryzhenko, senior legal advisor with the 
International Foundation for Electoral Systems, expressed 
skepticism that this can be achieved prior to next year’s 
election. And the impunity of those who are involved in 
election violations and fraud remains a serious concern. He 
also raised doubts that the existing mixed system, with half 
of the MPs (national deputies) coming from single-man-
date districts, could soon be transformed into a fully pro-
portional system with open party lists, which would great-
ly reduce opportunities for manipulation and vote buying. 

What can be addressed, however, is fully enfranchising 
1.6 million internally displaced persons (IDPs) from the 

At the Ukraine Crisis Media Center in Kyiv (from left): Ukrainian NGO leaders Denys 
Kovryzhenko, Olena Prokopenko and Mykhailo Zhernakov at the launch of the 

Transatlantic Task Force on Elections and Civil Society in Ukraine. 

Ukraine Crisis Media Center

Orest Deychakiwsky (left) and Jonathan Katz at the launch of the Transatlantic 
Task Force on Elections and Civil Society in Ukraine at the German Marshall 

Fund in Washington. 

Adrian Karmazyn

Kremlin insisted the elections didn’t violate 
the ceasefire and said they represented the 
“will of the people.”

To entice residents in the occupied 
regions to vote, local proxies staged con-
certs, sold produce at marked-down prices 
near polling stations and threatened uni-
versity students, Hromadske International, 
an online Ukrainian news site, reported on 
November 11. 

Ninety-three “international observers” 
were also brought in to provide the veneer 
of legitimacy, stated the Warsaw-based 
European Platform for Democratic 
Elections (EPDE). 

Some of the observers were politicians 
and members of far-right European parties. 

They included Gunnar Lindemann, mem-
ber of the Alternative for Germany party in 
the state Parliament; Jan Penris of the far-
right Flemish Interest party and member of 
Belgium’s Parliament who also observed 
the 2014 sham referendum in Crimea; and 
Palmarino Zoccatelli of Italy’s League party, 
who is the vice-president of the Veneto-
Russian Cultural Association.

The overwhelming majority of “ ‘inter-
national observers’ have already been 
involved in various pro-Kremlin efforts that 
include… previous participation in politi-
cally biased and/or illegitimate electoral 
monitoring missions in Russia… [and] justi-
fication of Russia’s actions directed at 
undermining Ukraine’s sovereignty, inde-
pendence and territorial integrity…” stated 
the EPDE in a November 13 report.

Four days before the sham vote, the U.S. 
Treasury Department had imposed addi-

tional sanctions on Russia. “This is the first 
step taken in the form of sanctions that 
explicitly recognizes or explicitly is based 
on the notion that Russia actually controls 
the Donbas and eastern Ukraine,” Mr. 
Volker explained.

Specifically, three individuals and nine 
entities had financial sanctions imposed on 
them for “supporting… Russia’s attempts to 
integrate the Crimea region of Ukraine, 
through private investment and privatiza-
tion projects, or those who are engaging in 
serious human rights abuses,” said the spe-
cial envoy. 

Mr. Poroshenko moreover called for 
increased international pressure and addi-
tional restrictive measures, following the 
Donbas elections. 

U.S. President Donald Trump didn’t visit 
the topic after briefly meeting with his 
Russian counterpart following lunch during 

the centennial ceremonies in Paris. 
Mr. Poroshenko didn’t meet with Mr. 

Putin. 
Washington, Brussels and Kyiv support 

the deployment of a United Nations peace-
keeping mission to the Donbas war zone, 
but Moscow has insisted it only protect the 
current OSCE mission and not be given 
unfettered access, including to the shared 
Ukrainian-Russian border areas.

The likelihood of such a mission remains 
out of reach. Mr. Volker hasn’t met with his 
Russian counterpart, Mr. Surkov, since 
January 26 when the two spoke in Dubai. 
Their previous three meetings took place in 
2017 and talks have stalled. 

The American and Russian presidents 
are scheduled to hold longer talks at the 
Group of 20 forum of governments and 
central bankers in Argentina that is to take 
place on November 30-December 1. 

(Continued from page 1)

Armistice Day...

(Continued on page 12)
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New Jersey District holds fall organizing meeting

by Roma Hadzewycz

PARSIPPANY, N.J. – The Ukrainian 
National Association’s New Jersey District 
Committee convened its fall organizing 
meeting here at the UNA Home Office on 
Monday, November 5.

The meeting was led by District Chair 
Oksana Stanko, who is also a newly elected 
UNA advisor. The minutes were recorded 
by George Stanko, who also read the min-
utes from the district’s previous organizing 
meeting held in November 2017.

The UNA Home Office was represented 
at the meeting by National Organizer 
Myron Kolinsky. Present were representa-
tives of UNA Branches 25, 37, 42, 133, 155, 
171, 269, 287 and 777. 

Ms. Stanko delivered a report on the dis-
trict’s organizing activity and various 
aspects of UNA participation in community 
events in New Jersey. 

She noted that during the first nine 
months of 2018, the district was responsi-
ble for the sales of 15 new policies, for a 
total face value of $358,000. She thanked all 
the branch secretaries and organizers for 
their contributions and encouraged them 
to continue their fine work. She also cited 
the work of the UNA’s licensed agents who 
sold 13 annuities in the New Jersey District.

Ms. Stanko reported that the UNA was 
represented at a number of Ukrainian festi-
vals in New Jersey and at the Ukrainian 
Community Fair held at the Ukrainian 
American Cultural Center of New Jersey in 
Whippany.

Mr. Kolinsky then spoke about his work 
as the UNA’s national organizer, which 
included visits to Detroit, Cleveland, 
Pittsburgh, Philadelphia and other cities, as 
well as an upcoming visit to Florida, where 
he will be working with UNA Advisors 
Bohdana Puzyk and Olya Czerkas.

Participants of the New Jersey District Committee’s fall organizing meeting.
Roma Hadzewycz

He reported that he is trying to distrib-
ute information about the UNA at parishes 
and schools, and to make local branch sec-
retaries known to their communities. Mr. 
Kolinsky also noted that some districts are 
organizing events to mark the UNA’s 
upcoming 125th anniversary (in 2019), as 
well as the anniversaries of Svoboda and 

The Ukrainian Weekly, respectively, their 
125th and 85th (both in 2018).

Meeting participants discussed how to 
promote the UNA and its products, and 
how to assist in celebrations of the UNA 
anniversary, especially since the major 
anniversary event will be taking place in 
New Jersey in the fall of 2019.

WHIPPANY, N.J. – Oksana Stanko (left), UNA advisor and professional insurance 
agent, is seen above with parishioner Marta Popovich at St. John the Baptist 
Ukrainian Catholic Church in Whippany, N.J., on Sunday, October 28. Before 
and after divine liturgies, during coffee hour at the adjacent Ukrainian American 
Cultural Center of New Jersey, parishioners had the opportunity to learn from Ms. 
Stanko about the benefits of the UNA’s permanent insurance and deferred retire-
ment plans. Instant illustrated life quotes were available upon request.

Advantages of UNA membership
promoted in Whippany, N.J.

Helen Mazur
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Too often has this newspaper had to devote space to political violence in Ukraine. 
Yet after three revolutions in as many decades – starting with the 1990 Revolution 
on Granite, and through the 2004-2005 Orange and 2013-2014 Euro-Maidan revolu-
tions – impunity reigns and the rule of law still hasn’t been institutionalized. This 
trend must be reversed for the country’s leaders to start regaining the public’s trust 
and continue building a normal state. 

Ensuring equal justice is a pillar of a sustainably functioning democratic country. 
Its absence is the genesis, in one form or another, of numerous protests and has led 
to the aforementioned popular uprisings. 

Public and expert opinion polls arrive at the same conclusion: justice is one of the 
most important national priorities that need to be addressed. And yet, as the prelim-
inary results of post-Euro-Maidan revolution investigations have shown, nobody at 
the top goes to jail. Thus, justice and some kind of closure still remain elusive for the 
families of nearly 100 protesters killed in 2014.

The latest heinous example came when Kateryna Handzyuk died on November 4 
of wounds from a savage acid attack perpetrated three months earlier. She had suf-
fered third- and second-degree burns to 40 percent of her body, mostly around her 
face, neck, torso and hands. As an adviser to the mayor of the southern port city of 
Kherson, the 33-year-old former Euro-Maidan activist had started to call out police 
corruption and illicit activity of pro-Russian groups in her hometown. 

As of November 13, six suspects are in pre-trial detention, two of whom are 
alleged co-conspirators in the lethal assault. Three suspects are behind bars, while 
the remaining three are under house arrest. As is the norm, not the exception, 
nobody has been named for ordering the hit. The latest suspect to be detained is 
Ihor Pavlovskyi, a former aide to National Deputy Mykola Palamarchuk of the Petro 
Poroshenko Bloc. 

Human rights groups say that, since the beginning of last year, there have been 55 
attacks on civil society activists, political whistleblowers and journalists. In 15 cases, 
the assailants used either firearms, or traumatic or bladed weapons. In addition to 
Ms. Handzyuk, five were killed: Odesa politician Oleh Mykhailyk, environmental 
activist Mykola Bychko of Kharkiv, and Kyiv lawyer Iryna Nozdrovska, who was 
investigating the death of her sister, Svitlana Sapatynska. Others have faced harass-
ment, beatings or having a green antiseptic commonly used in Ukraine poured on 
their faces. No one has been named as a suspect for ordering the attacks. Those who 
carried out the attacks are identified in only 30 percent of the cases, according to 
corruption watchdog Transparency International Ukraine. 

The Ukrainian Weekly has covered such still-open cases without a denouement 
that resembles justice being served. Among the most high-profile is the mysterious 
vehicle crash that killed Rukh leader Vyacheslav Chornovil in 1999. Then there is the 
murder of muckraking journalist and Ukrayinska Pravda founder Heorhiy Gongadze 
the following year. 

These unpunished attacks and killings are a “dirty little secret about Ukraine,” 
Adrian Karatnycky, senior fellow at the Atlantic Council, said recently. He also point-
ed out that not only does Ukraine still face an external enemy – Russia – but that it 
“also must stop its internal aggressors.”

What must be done?
President Poroshenko should stop throwing roadblocks in the way of completing 

the establishment of the Anti-Corruption Court, and he must ensure that other law 
enforcement institutions remain free of political intrusion to do their jobs. The same 
applies to Prosecutor General Yuriy Lutsenko who is appointed by the president. Mr. 
Lutsenko offered to resign after Ms. Handzyuk’s death, but not enough votes in 
Parliament, including from the president’s eponymous party, endorsed his dismissal. 
The truth is that Mr. Lutsenko who lacks a law degree, has failed, like his predeces-
sors, to successfully prosecute high-profile crimes. 

If such impunity continues, the country’s stability will be at risk and the next rev-
olution may well be bloodier, because the latest post-Euro-Maidan leaders have thus 
far failed to deliver on the movement’s promises – one of which was to ensure jus-
tice for all. The stakes are too high, and society can wait no longer.

The Ukrainian Weekly

Thirty-five years ago, on November 17, 1983, more than 300 
bishops of the Catholic Church in the United States who had  
gathered at their national meeting issued a statement of con-
demnation of the Famine-Genocide of Ukraine of 1932-1933, 
known as the Holodomor.

The Holodomor was a genocide perpetrated by Soviet dictator 
Joseph Stalin, the National Catholic Conference of Bishops stated, noting that Stalin’s col-
lectivization policies claimed the lives of at least 7 million lives, and were “motivated by 
the desire of the Soviet Union to destroy the national identity of the Ukrainian people.”

The statement called the Famine “comparable to other, better-known holocausts of our 
times” and asked that it not be forgotten, “not that the famine of hatred be kept alive, but 
rather that the human conscience may not be permitted to become hardened.”

The bishops asked that prayers be offered for the Church of Silence and for those 
Christians who cling so tenaciously to their faith in aggressively atheistic societies. 

Bishop Basil H. Losten of the Stamford Eparchy of the Ukrainian Catholic Church sub-
mitted the statement, which was adopted as part of the conference’s official documenta-
tion. Among the other bishops who spoke in support of the statement were Cardinal 
Joseph Benardin of Chicago, Archbishop Rembert Weakland of Milwaukee, Bishop James 
D. Niedergeses of Nashville, Tenn., Bishop Stanislaus J. Brzana of Ogdensburg, N.Y., and 
Auxiliary Bishop Timothy J. Harrington of Worcester, Mass.

Bishop Basil, in speaking with Radio Liberty, said it was uncertain how many died as a 

Nov.
17
1983

Turning the pages back...

by Paul Goble

Since the Russian occupation of Crimea 
began four years ago, the combination of 
longtime residents leaving and new people 
arriving means that 20 percent of the popu-
lation consists of people who did not earli-
er live on the Ukrainian peninsula – a shift 
that reflects a Kremlin policy that 
approaches the definition of genocide.

Over the last four years, Russian govern-
ment data and Ukrainian estimates show 
that 268,000 people have arrived in Crimea 
and Sevastopol, while 153,600 have left. 
That has boosted the ethnic Russian share 
of the population to 20 percent or more 
( r u s s i a n . e u r a s i a n e t . o r g / к р ы м -
переселенцы-извне-составляют-уже-
около-пятой-части-населения).

Given shortcomings in the data, all three 
of these numbers almost certainly under-
state the size of these changes, with more 
arriving, more departing and more 
Russians in the population. Still more trou-
bling is that the official statistics show the 
number of new arrivals has remained sta-
ble while that of departures has increased 
in the last year alone.

Russian officials have mostly stopped 
talking about this development, Eurasianet 
reports. But Crimean and Ukrainian offi-
cials have expressed mounting concern. 
Yevgenia Goryunova, a Crimean political 
analyst, refers to the departures as a form 
of “soft deportation,” by which Moscow 

achieves its goals by imposing unbearable 
conditions on the population  (ru.krymr.
com/a/29011888.html).  

As a result, “Crimeans are ever more 
often becoming aliens in their own land, 
which is rapidly being populated by 
Russians,” most of whom are “siloviki” or 
government employees. As a result, Ms. 
Goryunova suggests, the trend will contin-
ue, with ever more natives leaving, ever 
more Russians arriving and the population 
gradually falling.

 “Russia doesn’t need those who ever 
more often recall that they lived better 
when the peninsula was under Ukrainian 
administration. It does not want to see on 
the peninsula those who, despite harsh 
restrictions, are ready to take part in pro-
tests – even when these are not political 
but a defense of business and property,” Ms. 
Goryunova says.

The portion of the population that the 
Russian occupiers are most interested in 
pushing out consists of the Crimean Tatars, 
according to Irina Pribytkova of the Kyiv 
Institute of Sociology.  They are being “pro-
voked” into leaving as part of Russian occu-
pation policy (ru.krymr.com/a/29245347.
html). 

Russia’s Kerch Bridge will only acceler-
ate this process, she adds, allowing 
Moscow to introduce more military tech-
nology and personnel, and thus isolate and 
push out the Crimean Tatars and other 
non-Russians. 

by Paul Goble

Seventy-one years ago at the end of 
October, Joseph Stalin deported tens of 
thousands of Ukrainians to Siberia and 
Kazakhstan – an action that is often 
ignored because of Nikita Khrushchev’s 
famous remark that Stalin wanted to 
deport the Ukrainians but didn’t because 
there were simply too many of them.  

Despite the massive deaths from the 
Holodomor and World War II, however, 
there may have been too many Ukrainians 
for Stalin to have been able to deport all of 
them; but that didn’t stop the Soviet dictator 
from deporting tens of thousands. And this 
Soviet crime too must never be forgotten.

A year ago, on the 70th anniversary of 
this action, Ukrainian President Petro 
Poroshenko said that Operation West, as 
the deportation was code named, led to the 
forcible resettlement of “more than 76,000” 
people. He said that Stalin took this action 
to “weaken the Ukrainian liberation move-
ment” then fighting against the Soviets 
(maxim-nm.livejournal.com/451571.html).

On September 10, 1947, the USSR 

Council of Ministers took the decision to 
deport Ukrainians from the western 
oblasts of the Ukrainian SSR to Siberia and 
Kazakhstan. By this decision, “the Soviet 
authorities planned to pull out of Ukraine 
all those who were defending a model of a 
different non-Soviet Ukraine,” the Maxim-
NM blog says.

In the weeks after that decision, Soviet 
officials established round-up points in 
Lviv, Drohobych, Rivne, Chertkiv, Kolomyia 
and Kovel, where Ukrainians suspected of 
fighting the Soviets and members of their 
families were taken so that they could be 
sent as “special resettlers” to distant parts 
of the Soviet Union.

Initially, the Soviet Ministry of State 
Security said it was deporting 75,000 peo-
ple – that is the source of Mr. Poroshenko’s 
number – but subsequently the MGB raised 
the number to 100,000. According to some 
documents, the actual number reached 
150,000 – or twice as many as Ukrainian 
sources have been accustomed to citing.

Because those deported could take with 
them only what they could carry, their 
remaining property was left behind; as a 
result of special Soviet orders, those who 
weren’t deported or who had come into the 
region from elsewhere, often ethnic 
Russians, were allowed to steal or occupy 
what they could.

The deportation operation began on 
October 21. In the initial sweep, it involved 
18,866 men, 35,152 women, and 22,174 
children.  

 “In essence,” the blog continues, “the 
deportation of Ukrainians by the Soviet 
authorities in no way was distinguished 

Russians moving into Crimea since 2014
now form one-fifth of its population

Stalin deported 100,000 Ukrainians 
to Siberia, Kazakhstan in October 1947

(Continued on page 18)

The death of Kateryna Handzyuk

 WINDOW ON EURASIA

Paul Goble is a long-time specialist on 
ethnic and religious questions in Eurasia 
who has served in various capacities in the 
U.S. State Department, the Central 
Intelligence Agency and the International 
Broadcasting Bureau, as well as at the Voice 
of America and Radio Free Europe/Radio 
Liberty and the Carnegie Endowment for 
International Peace. The article above is 
reprinted with permission from his blog 
called “Window on Eurasia” (http://windo-
woneurasia2.blogspot.com/). (Continued on page 19)
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The presidential message below was issued 
on November 7 (Source: whitehouse.gov).

On the National Day for the Victims of 
Communism, we honor the memory of the 
more than 100 million people who have 
been killed and persecuted by communist 
totalitarian regimes.  We also reaffirm our 
steadfast support for those who strive for 
peace, prosperity and freedom around the 
world.

Since the 1917 Bolshevik Revolution in 
Russia, we have witnessed the effects of the 
tyrannical communist ideology – anguish, 
repression, and death.  Communism subor-
dinates inherent human rights to the pur-
ported well-being of all, resulting in the 
extermination of religious freedom, private 
property, free speech and, far too often, life.  

These horrors have included Ukrainians 
deliberately starved in the Holodomor, 
Russians purged in the Great Terror, 
Cambodians murdered in the killing fields, 
and Berliners shot as they tried to escape to 
freedom.  The victims of these and many 
other atrocities bear silent testimony to the 
undeniable fact that communism, and the 
pursuit of it, will forever be destructive to 
the human spirit and to the prosperity of 
mankind.

Today, we remember all who have been 
denied the great blessings of life, liberty 
and the pursuit of happiness under oppres-
sive communist regimes.  Together, we 
mourn the unbearable losses so many have 
endured under communism, and we renew 
our pledge to continue advancing the cause 
of freedom and opportunity for all.

by Alya Shandra
Euromaidan Press

The death of Ukrainian activist Kateryna 
Handzyuk on her hospital bed on 
November 4 spurred nationwide outrage. 
Hundreds rallied all over the country, 
demanding an effective investigation into 
the acid attack which after three months of 
attempts at treatment took the life of the 
33-year old Kherson activist and city offi-
cial, and 73 human rights organizations 
signed a collective appeal calling upon 
Prosecutor General Yuriy Lutsenko and 
Minister of Internal Affairs Arsen Avakov, 
“who sabotaged the law enforcement 
reform in Ukraine,” to resign.

Mr. Lutsenko appeared to adhere to this 
call and announced he is ready to step 
down. However, this intention soon turned 
farcical as the parliamentary coalition 
announced it would not support the resig-
nation, which predictably failed to be voted 
through. The calls on him and Mr. Avakov to 
resign came because the fatal acid attack on 
Ms. Handzyuk is one of the latest in a string 
of assaults on civic activists all over Ukraine 
– at least 55 since 2017. Human rights 
defenders say one of the reasons for them 
is the incapability of Ukraine’s law enforce-
ment to conduct an effective investigation. 
There are also suspicions that law enforce-
ment is in cahoots with the attackers and is 
sabotaging the investigations.

On the insistence of National Deputy 
Mustafa Nayyem, a temporary parliamenta-
ry commission of 18 MPs was formed in 
order to analyze the results of investiga-
tions on civic activists. However, Mr. 
Lutsenko announced it will not receive any 
information from the investigation. Ms. 
Handzyuk’s lawyer Yevheniya Zakrevska 
also said she will do what she can to pre-
vent the investigation’s data from reaching 
the commission, as the latter includes 
People’s Front MP Anton Herashchenko, a 
comrade-in-arms of Minister Avakov. Ms. 
Zakrevska says Mr. Herashchenko regularly 
publicized pre-trial investigation data 
before it was shared with her client and 
that his presence on the commission is an 
“insult to the memory of Handzyuk.”

Currently, five people have been 
detained on suspicion of carrying out the 
attack; of them, one, Serhiy Torbin, is sus-
pected of being the organizer. The head of 
the National Police, Serhiy Kniazev, report-
ed that based on their investigation thus 
far, the suspects first planned to beat up Ms. 
Handzyuk for a reward of $5,000 (for all 
five) but then decided to douse her with 
sulphuric acid instead. All five are veterans 
of the war in the Donbas.

However, the ultimate mandator of the 
murder is unknown and Ms. Handzyuk’s 
friends worry he never will be. Mr. 
Lutsenko spoke of 12 possible suspects in 
the murder, but the victim’s friends have lit-
tle trust in official versions. The reason for 
this is the police’s initial classification of the 
attempted murder as hooliganism and the 
investigation’s eagerness to pin the crime 
on the first random suspect, who was res-
cued only thanks to the interference of 

journalists who made public his alibi. Thus, 
activists and journalists are scouring the 
issue in parallel with the official investiga-
tion and are pointing at Ihor Pavlovskyi, 
assistant to Poroshenko Bloc MP Mykola 
Palamarchuk.

While we are waiting for further devel-
opments, let’s look into who Kateryna was 
and what she did to become one of the 
most famous civic activists of southern 
Ukraine. What follows is an adapted trans-
lation from Inna Semenova’s article on NV.

Civic activity

Kateryna Handzyuk was a civic activist 
for many years. During her studies at 
Kherson State University she took part in 
the Orange revolution of 2004; during the 
Euro-Maidan Revolution, she was one of 
the most prominent participants of the pro-
tests in Kherson. For some time she headed 
the youth wing of the Batkivshchyna party, 
but in 2015 left it in solidarity with 
Kherson Mayor Volodymyr Mykolaienko, 
who was expelled from the party. In her 
last years, Ms. Handzyuk combined her 
activism with being an advisor to the 
Kherson mayor and holding a position at 
the Kherson City Council.

Journalist investigations

Together with Kherson journalist Serhiy 
Nikitenko, who was also attacked in 2018, 
Ms. Handzyuk co-founded the Agency of 
civic journalism Mist and the website most.
ks.ua. Starting from 2012, the portal 
became one of the key Internet media in 
Kherson, focusing on local politics, particu-
larly on monitoring state procurements 
and expenditures of state money, as well as 
anti-corruption investigations.

Fighting separatist movements 
in Kherson

In her last years, Ms. Handzyuk focused 
on resisting pro-Russian movements in 
Kherson. Starting from 2014 and the first 
months of conflict in eastern Ukraine, she 
resisted Russia’s attempts to spread sepa-
ratist activity to Kherson Oblast. 

In 2018, Ms. Handzyuk publicized docu-
ments proving that representatives of pro-
Russian powers illegally provide paid 
administrative services in the city, issuing 
certificates with stamped seals. She claimed 
that these people are the same ones who 
gathered rallies calling for a Russian inva-
sion in 2014 and recruited mercenaries into 
terrorist detachments of Russia’s puppet 
“republics” in eastern Ukraine.

Confrontation with regional law 
enforcement

An integral part of Ms. Handzyuk’s strug-
gle against local manifestations of separat-
ism was her conflict with the law enforce-
ment agencies of the Kherson Oblast. The 
activist repeatedly and rigorously blamed 
the security forces for their inaction in com-
bating pro-Russian separatism, as well as in 
insufficient efforts to investigate the attacks 
on Kherson activists and corruption.

In 2017, the head of the Kherson police 
department of economic security, Artem 
Antoshchuk, sued Ms. Handzyuk after she 
accused him of extorting bribes from City 
Council officials. Mr. Antoshchuk filed a 
lawsuit against Ms. Handzyuk to protect his 
honor and dignity, but the court rejected 
most of his claims and charges.

In July 2018, Ms. Handzyuk criticized the 
security forces for their inaction in investi-

The Ukrainian Canadian Congress issued 
the following release on November 11, which 
is observed as Remembrance Day in Canada.

On November 11, 1918, at 11 a.m., the 
guns of Europe fell silent, ending World 
War I. Every year on this day, we gather in 
our communities to honor the men and 
women who served our country with cour-
age and valor in defense of our freedom. 
We pay tribute to those who today serve 
our country in our Armed Forces.

Today, our nation pauses to remember 
our brave soldiers, whose selfless service 
ensured that we may live in peace and free-
dom. Throughout the decades – on battle-
fields at Vimy, Hill 70, Juno Beach, the 
Scheldt, Kapyong, the mountains of 
Afghanistan and countless places around 
the world – Canadians have fought with 
honor defending our way of life from the 
scourge of tyranny.

“This year we mark the 100th anniversa-
ry of the end of the first world war, where 
over 625,000 Canadians served and 61,000 
were killed. Today we reaffirm our eternal 
commitment to Canadians who have fallen 
in defense of liberty and the sacred cause of 
peace,”  stated Capt .  (ret .)  Andre 
Sochaniwsky, president of the Ukrainian 
War Veterans Association of Canada.

As we observe two minutes of silence in 
honor of Canada’s fallen heroes, we recall 
the debt that we owe to them and shall 

never be able to repay. It is because of the 
patriotism, courage and commitment to 
duty of Canada’s servicemen and service-
women that today we live free. They have 
borne upon their shoulders the horrors 
and cruelty of war and they have earned 
the everlasting gratitude of our nation.

“We take a moment to honor and 
acknowledge our Canadian soldiers who 
today serve overseas in Ukraine, mentoring 
the Ukrainian Army under Operation 
UNIFIER; in eastern Europe, leading the 
Enhanced Forward Presence Battle Group 
in Latvia and air policing in Romania; and 
now in Mali, providing helicopter airlift on 
a very dangerous U.N. mission,” stated Capt. 
Sochaniwsky.

In 2014, war returned to Europe. Russia 
invaded Ukraine and is today waging a war 
of aggression in Ukraine’s east. As 
Ukrainian Canadians, we pay tribute to the 
soldiers of the Ukrainian Armed Forces, 
who today bravely defend their country’s 
freedom from a foreign aggressor. We 
thank the 200 Canadian soldiers training 
their Ukrainian allies in Operation 
UNIFIER.

Every day, Ukraine’s finest sons and 
daughters fight and die so that Ukraine 
may be free. Their courageous struggle is a 
reminder to us all that, too often and at 
great cost, liberty must be defended.

With God’s Help, they will be victorious.
Lest we forget. Вічная пам’ять.

U.S. president’s message: National Day
for the Victims of Communism

What murdered Ukrainian activist
Kateryna Handzyuk fought for

Ukrainian Canadian Congress
release on Remembrance Day

FOR THE RECORD NEWS AND VIEWS

Alya Shandra is the managing editor at 
Euromaidan Press. She is a civic activist 
based in Kyiv and an expert in environmen-
tal and geography issues. A longer version 
of the article above was originally posted by 
Euromaidan Press (see http://euromaidan-
press.com/2018/11/07/ukriane-gandziuk-
what-she-fought-for/). (Continued on page 19)

The Ukrainian Weekly welcomes letters to the editor on a variety of topics of con-
cern to the Ukrainian American and Ukrainian Canadian communities. Opinions 
expressed by letter-writers are their own and do not necessarily reflect the opinions 
of either The Weekly editorial staff or its publisher, the Ukrainian National 
Association.

Letters must be signed (anonymous letters are not published). The daytime phone 
number and complete mailing address of the letter-writer must be given for verifica-
tion purposes. 

The Weekly reserves the right to edit for clarity, civility and accuracy.
Please note: The length of letters cannot exceed 500 words. Letters may be edit-

ed or abridged. Letters should be sent to staff@ukrweekly.com or to The Ukrainian 
Weekly, 2200 Route 10, P.O. Box 280, Parsippany, NJ 07054.

FOR LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

GUIDELINES 
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St. Josaphat Ukrainian Catholic Church in Bethlehem, Pa., celebrates 100th anniversary
by Maria Kvit-Flynn

BETHLEHEM, Pa. – The parishioners of St. Josaphat 
Ukrainian Catholic Church in Bethlehem, Pa., together with 
their pastor, the Rev. Archpriest Daniel Gurovich, on 
Sunday, September 30, celebrated the 100th anniversary of 
their church. 

The celebration started with a divine liturgy at 2 p.m., 
officiated by Bishop Andriy Rabiy, apostolic administrator 
of the Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of Philadelphia. 
Serving with the bishop were Father Gurovich and eight 
pastors from neighboring Ukrainian parishes. 

After the service, the congregation met at the Palace 
Center, in nearby Allentown, Pa., for a banquet with a pro-
gram celebrating the church’s long history. Welcoming the 
guests was Michael Zagowoski, chairman of the 100th anni-
versary committee, who introduced Jerry Kindrachuk, as the 
toastmaster who led the program throughout the evening. 

The invocation was led by the Rev. John Seniw, pastor of 
St. John the Baptist Church in Northampton, Pa. The main 
address was delivered by the Rev. Walter Pasicznyk, pastor 
of Transfiguration Church in Nanticoke, Pa. 

Other remarks were offered by the Rev. Deacon Michael 
Waak from the Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral in Philadelphia; 
Dr. Albert Kipa, David Kadingo and Oksana Koziak, all mem-
bers of St. Josaphat’s Parish; and Maria Flynn, granddaughter 
of the former pastor, the Rev. Canon Volodymyr Karmazyn. 

The program concluded with closing remarks by Father 
Gurovich and a benediction led by the Rev. Archpriest Daniel 
Troyan, pastor of Holy Ghost Church in West Easton, Pa.

A brief history 

Many parishioners of St. Josaphat’s Ukrainian Catholic 
Church trace their origins back to Ukraine of the early 
1900s; most were from the Halychyna region of Ukraine. 

Halychyna (Galicia) was under the Austro-Hungarian 
monarchy until 1918. In 1900, 93 percent of Ukrainians 
earned their living in agriculture and forestry. By 1912, 
however, 38 percent of the land was owned by the Polish 
landed proprietors. By 1918, most of the farmers in east-
ern Galicia owned less than an acre of land. Polish became 
the official language at the University of Lviv in 1904, and 
the official language of Galicia in 1907. By 1911, Ukrainians 
had no schools of higher learning at all. Admission for 
Ukrainians to universities was mostly denied. 

For these reasons, many Ukrainians started immigrating 
to American shores. Records show that Ukrainian Catholic 
immigrants began to settle in the Lehigh Valley, and partic-
ularly West Easton and Bethlehem, as early as 1900. 

By 1910, the Ukrainian population in the Lehigh Valley 
was increasing rapidly. Between 1910 and 1913, 
Bethlehem Ukrainians started requesting that something 
be done for the spiritual welfare of their community. A cha-
pel was rented from a Roman Catholic pastor, and Father 
Michael Kuziw from Northampton became a visiting pas-
tor. The Bethlehem congregation was designated a mission 
church until 1918. 

Fast outgrowing the chapel, the parish founders, togeth-
er, with Father Antin Lotowych, located a Protestant church 
in South Bethlehem and purchased it on April 21, 1918. At 
the time, there were 50 families and about 30 single per-
sons registered. They immediately decided that St. 

Josaphat would be the name of their parish. By selecting St. 
Josaphat, a 17th century Ukrainian bishop, as their patron, 
they recognized their Ukrainian Catholic roots and culture. 

Throughout the 1920s, the parish retained its mission 
status. Priests were sent to serve the community at irregu-
lar intervals. By 1931, the Ukrainian Catholic Exarchate of 
Philadelphia named the pastor of Holy Ghost Church in 
West Easton, the Rev. Michael Kolutsky, as pastor of St. 
Josaphat Church in Bethlehem. With this appointment, St. 
Josaphat’s was elevated to the status of full parish.

Most of the physical work of the church was completed 
by the 1940s, and the church membership continued to 
grow. However, when World War II broke out, many young 
men and women from St. Josaphat’s answered the call of 
their country and served in the U.S. Armed Forces. At the 
end of the war, the church witnessed a dynamic resurgence 
in community life. The returning servicemen and women 
soon began to marry and begin families of their own. By 
1951, the size of the parish had doubled.

The years 1949-1953 marked the period during which a 
new wave of immigrants from Ukraine began arriving on 
American shores. Many of these immigrants began to 
arrive in Bethlehem. St. Josaphat Church witnessed a 
renewed vitality and spirit. With the coming of commu-
nism, many of these new immigrants had been denied the 
opportunity to practice their faith in Ukraine; they were 
only too anxious to attend church services, pray and partic-
ipate in the various social activities. 

Recognizing the quick growth and spiritual resurgence 
in the parish, the diocese assigned a full-time resident pas-
tor, the Rev. Eugene Cehelsky, in 1949. Most of the immi-
grants settled around the church, and the church became 
the hub of their spiritual and cultural life. 

Father Cehelsky brought on Hnat Balaziuk as cantor, 
who like Father Cehelsky was a recent immigrant with a 
wealth of knowledge and experience in the customs and 
culture of the Ukrainian people. Under Father Cehelsky’s 

direction, the parish began the Apostleship of Prayer and 
the parish grew to such an extent that two divine services 
were required each Sunday. Father Ivan Mychajliw was 
brought in as assistant pastor. 

In early 1957, Father Cehelsky retired from his priestly 
duties. The congregation at this time was starting to out-
grow the church building. The Rev. John Bobyock, the 
curate from St. John the Baptist Ukrainian Catholic Church 
in Northhampton, was named the new pastor of St. 
Josaphat’s. It was through Father Bobyock that the seeds 
and idea for a new church were planted. 

Father Bobyock got the young parishioners involved. He 
initiated the Young Ladies Auxiliary for the ladies and the 
Holy Name Society for the men. Together, these two groups 
plunged into fund-raising activities with one goal in mind: 
to build a new house for the community known as St. 
Josaphat Ukrainian Catholic Church. 

But tragedy struck in July 1958, as Father Bobyock sud-
denly passed to eternal rest. The church mourned his pass-
ing, but the parishioners continued to nurture the seed he 
had planted of building a new church.

In the early part of 1959, the archeparchy sent the Rev. 
Volodymyr Karmazyn to serve as the new pastor. Father 
Karmazyn had immigrated from Europe with his family in 
1950. He held numerous assignments in the United States, 
including pastorates in North Dakota. He was a learned 
scholar with an extremely well-rounded European educa-
tion. He instilled in the people a love for the rich heritage 
that was theirs. 

Upon his arrival, Father Karmazyn plunged into the vari-
ous church activities initiated by Father Bobyock. He dele-
gated greater responsibility to the Ladies Auxiliary, the 
Ukrainian National Women’s League of America and the 
Holy Name Society, and aimed their activities towards the 
purchase of property and construction of a new church. 

The bishop and clergy process to St. Josaphat Church. Bishop Andriy Rabiy is greeted by Alicia Zagwoski and David Kadingo.

The church interior after renovations overseen by the Rev. Daniel Gurovich.

(Continued on page 17)
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FILM REVIEW: “Secret Diary of Symon Petliura”
by Adrian Bryttan

NEW YORK – Oles Yanchuk, director of 
the renowned National Film Studios named 
after Oleksander Dovzhenko in Kyiv, 
screened his newest film, “Secret Diary of 
Symon Petliura,” at the Ukrainian National 
Home in New York City on October 6. The 
film’s co-producer, Askold Lozynskyj, Film 
Committee head of the Ukrainian Congress 
Committee of America, introduced the 
viewing, stressing the importance of the 
topics raised by this movie.

Mr. Yanchuk is well-known for his string 
of historical films: “Famine 33” (1991), 
“Assassination” (1995), “Undefeated” 
(2001), “Company of Heroes” (2004) and 
“Metropolitan Andrey” (2008). All his mov-
ies broach subjects once considered taboo 
under the Soviets, who manipulated educa-
tional materials and fabricated propaganda 
to bury the truth. Consequently, genera-
tions in Ukraine either grew up ignorant of 
their history or simply accepted Kremlin-
spawned disinformation.

 (The effectiveness of this propaganda 
was still evident on September 6, when red 
paint was splattered over “Secret Diary” 
posters outside a Zaporizhia movie house, 
and leaflets were scattered proclaiming 
“Petliura – Persecutor of Jewish People.”)

The plot

On May 25, 1926, at 2:15 p.m., immi-
grant Jewish watchmaker, anarchist, and 
former Red Guard soldier Sholem 
(Samuyil) Schwartzbard approached 
Symon Petliura on Rue Racine in Paris, ask-
ing him in Ukrainian, “Are you Mr. Petliura?” 
Schwartzbard then pulled out a pistol and 
shot him seven times, murdering the de 
facto prime minister of the Ukrainian 
National Republic (UNR) in exile. Although 
Schwartzbard readily admitted to the 
crime, it took 17 months of “investigation” 
to finally bring his case to trial. 

Virtually every major newspaper in the 
world sent correspondents to Paris. Four 
hundred people packed the auditorium at 
the Palais de Justice, prompting the presid-
ing judge to request additional police pro-
tection. Passions were volatile, particularly 
in light of four other high-profile political 
assassinations committed in Paris during 
the previous decade. Each of these assas-
sins had been acquitted, despite confessing 
to the deed. 

The defense strategy was to attack 
Petliura by attempting to demonstrate his 
involvement with anti-Jewish pogroms. On 
October 26, 1927, the French jury pro-
nounced Schwarzbard not guilty. Historians 
still disagree about many aspects of this 
trial and the events leading up to it.

Controversies surrounding Petliura

Certainly, the figure of Symon Petliura 
has been buffeted in every direction by par-
ties concerned. Ukrainians consider him a 
national martyr who fought on multiple 
fronts against Poles, Russian Whites and 
Reds, and Bolsheviks, and who faced diffi-
cult choices during the maelstrom of the 
1918-1921 power vacuum. 

For Jews, the assassin became a warrior 
poet-avenger. Taking their cue from 
Schwarzbard’s acquittal as a “political 
assassination,” Jews painted Petliura as an 
“anti-Semite” responsible for Jewish 
pogroms, which they claimed were com-
mitted by his troops. Several cities in Israel 
even named streets after him, including 
Jerusalem and Beersheba.

But there were credible and forceful 
rebuttals to anti-Semitic allegations against 
Petliura. In fact, it was Petliura who intro-
duced and supervised capital punishment 
for those committing anti-Jewish violence. 
He also appointed Jews to high positions in 
the Ukrainian government, and even initiat-
ed a Jewish military force to specifically 
protect Jewish settlements.

And it was not only Ukrainians who dis-
puted the allegations made against Petliura. 

Writing in the May 31, 1926, issue of the 
Yiddish-language Der Morgen Zshurnal, 
Avrom Revutsky, head of the UNR’s 
Ministry of Jewish Affairs, explained why 
false rumors spread about Petliura: “In the 
primitive Jewish folk consciousness a very 
definite idea of the just recently assassinat-

ed Petliura has formed. Under this name 
the people imagine a terrible, wild rider on 
a white horse, with blood-filled eyes, a thick 
Cossack moustache and an inhuman cruel 
face, who rides into a Jewish village at the 
head of bloodied pogromchiks and slaugh-
ters every Jew that comes in his way with 
animal delight.”

In 2016, editor David Engel published 
“The Assassination of Symon Petliura and 
the Trial of Sholem Schwarzbard, 1926-
1927.” More than two-thirds of his book 
consists of documents about the back-
ground leading to the trial and its after-
math. Mr. Engel concluded that there was 
not a single piece of evidence to prove 
Petliura’s guilt.

Soviet myth-making

The web of history was obviously “of a 
more mingled yarn,” as Shakespeare put it – 
but it would take decades for all the hidden 
strands to come to light. 

In 1918-1919 France cautiously sup-
ported Ukraine’s struggles for indepen-
dence, for a time even posting troops in 
Odesa. Then, Petliura, the cultured, educat-
ed leader of that country, was unexpectedly 
gunned down – and in Paris, no less. France 
was already agitated by debates concerning 
immigrants and lingering anxieties over the 
Dreyfus affair, when a French Jewish officer 
had been unjustly accused of passing mili-
tary secrets to the Germans in 1894. 

Nonetheless, from the beginning, 
Petliura’s lawyers and Ukrainians insisted 
on his innocence and cited Soviet involve-
ment. There was ample cause for such asser-
tions.

At that time, Petliura was more of an 
enemy for the Bolsheviks than even 
Ukrainian Hetman Ivan Mazepa. But Petliura 
was no “traitor,” so another smear had to be 
found. Labeling Petliura an “anti-Semite” 
(like later labeling Stepan Bandera a “fas-
cist”) was convenient for the Soviets, who 
played upon the rising influence of global 
Zionism. In each case, Moscow’s end goal 
was to ensure no one would ever dare 
defend Ukraine. 

Then, in a startling revelation, former 
KGB and SMERSH agent Peter Deriabin, who 
defected to the United States in 1954, con-
firmed that Schwarzbard had indeed been a 
Soviet NKVD agent, and had acted on orders 
of the Soviet ambassador to France, 
Christian Rakovsky. Deriabin also revealed 
that GPU agent Mikhail Volodin had arrived 
in Paris in early 1925 to “handle” 
Schwartzbard during those final months.

Still, in the July 1969 issue of the Jewish 
Studies Journal, author Zosa Szajkowski 
advised that any “accusation” that 

(Continued on page 14)

Filming bombardment of trenches.

Symon Petliura (Serhiy Frolov) and his daughter Lesia (Viktoria Yanchuk).

Rue Racine as seen in “Secret Diary,” constructed on the largest film pavilion in 
Europe – at the National Film Studios named after Oleksander Dovzhenko in Kyiv.

Director Oles Yanchuk arranges a battle scene.
Courtesy of Oles Yanchuk
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Ukraine’s first lady visits Ukrainian Museum in Stamford

President Poroshenko awards Order of Princess Olha 
to Lubow Wolynetz of Stamford’s Ukrainian Museum

by Anisa Mycak

STAMFORD, Conn. – Ukraine’s First Lady 
Maryna Poroshenko visited the Ukrainian 
Museum in Stamford on the morning of 
September 25.

Mrs. Poroshenko’s trip to Stamford was 
part of the working visit of President Petro 
Poroshenko to the United States to attend 
the opening of the 73rd session of the 
United Nations General Assembly in New 
York City.  

The first lady viewed the permanent 
exhibits of folk art, fine art and religious art 
housed at the museum as well as a special 
exhibition titled “Ukraine’s Struggle for 
Freedom, 1917-1921.” The latter commemo-
rates the centennial of Ukraine’s first brief 
period of modern independence in the clos-
ing years of World War I and is subtitled “For 
Independence, for Unification, for Statehood.” 

Mrs. Poroshenko was accompanied by 
Lyudmyla Mazuka,  wife of Valery Chaliy, 
Ukraine’s Ambassador to the United States. 

The visitors were greeted by museum 
board members, curator Lubow Wolynetz 
and  other museum staff. The board mem-
bers included Bishop Emeritus Basil 
Losten, Msgr. John Terlecky, Francis Brown, 
Marta Mulyk and Helen Fedoriw.   Msgr. 
Terlecky read a special welcome letter from 
David Martin, the mayor of Stamford.

Ms. Wolynetz led the visitors through 
the exhibit areas on the ground floor, 
including the special Ukrainian indepen-
dence exhibit, while Anna Perekhodko, 
curator of the fine arts collection, and 
Natalia Chaparin, docent, guided the visi-
tors through the collections housed on the 
museum’s second floor. 

At the conclusion of the tour, Dr. 
Poroshenko commented:  “I can see that 
this cultural institution was created and 
supported by individuals who love Ukraine, 
respect its people and value Ukrainian his-
tory and art.”

At the end of the visit, gifts of books and 
art work were exchanged between Dr. 

Poroshenko and the Ukrainian Museum, 
and a group photo was taken to commemo-
rate the occasion. 

The first lady also stopped by to visit 
children at a nearby Ukrainian pre-school, 
presenting them with gifts of Ukrainian 
pre-school books and educational games. 

That evening, during a ceremony at the 
Ukrainian Institute of America, located on 
Fifth Avenue’s “Museum Mile,” President  
Poroshenko bestowed  the Order of 
Princess Olha, 3rd degree on Ms. Wolynetz, 
curator and archival librarian at the 
Ukrainian Museum and Library of 
Stamford,  for her “contributions to pre-
serving and encouraging interest in 
Ukrainian culture and folk arts in the 
United States.” The Order of Princess Olha 
is a Ukrainian civil decoration, bestowed on 
women for personal merits in cultural or 
other spheres of social activities.

The Ukrainian Museum and Library of 

Stamford, established in 1937, is the oldest 
cultural institution of its kind founded by 
Ukrainians in the United States.  Located on 
the grounds of the former  Quintard Estate, 
it houses a large collection of Ukrainian 
folk, religious and  fine arts, as well as a vast 
library. 

The current special exhibit on the 100th 
anniversary of Ukraine’s first declaration of 
independence on January 22, 1918, which 
attracted such interest from First Lady 
Maryna Poroshenko,  draws upon the 
museum’s  various archival holdings, 
including rare materials about the famous 
Ukrainian Sich Riflemen (Sichovi Striltsi). It 
will be on display until the end of the year.

The museum is located at 161 
Glenbrook Road, Stamford, CT 06902; tele-
phone, 203-323-8866; e-mail, ukrmulrec@
optonline. net;  website, ukrainianmuseum-
library.org.  Hours are Wednesday-Friday, 1 
p.m. to 5 p.m. and by appointment.  

by Anisa Mycak

STAMFORD, Conn. – Lubow Wolynetz, curator and 
archival librarian at the Ukrainian Museum and Library 
of Stamford, Conn., received the Order of Princess Olha, 
third degree, for her “contributions to preserving and 
encouraging interest in Ukrainian culture and folk arts in 
the United States.” She was presented with the award by 
Ukraine’s President Petro Poroshenko in a ceremony at 
the Ukrainian Institute of America in New York City on 
September 25. 

Since 1982, Mrs. Wolynetz has been involved with the 
Ukrainian Museum and Library of Stamford, where she is 
the curator of the collections of folk art, fine arts and reli-
gious art, as well as the archival librarian. In addition, 
also since 1982, she has been the curator of the folk arts 
collection and program director of the folk art education 
program at The Ukrainian Museum in New York City. 

A professional librarian, prior to 1982, she worked at 
the Slavic Division of the New York Public Library. She 
also taught Ukrainian language and literature in high 
schools in New York City and at St. Basil’s College in 
Stamford. For decades, she has been a universally respected source 
of information on Ukrainian culture, particularly the folk arts. 

 The Order of Princess Olha is a Ukrainian civil decoration, 
bestowed on women for personal merits in cultural or other 
spheres of social activities. It was established in 1997 by presiden-
tial decree, and is conferred personally by the president. The 
award had been announced in March 2018, but President 
Poroshenko presented the award to Mrs. Wolynetz on September 
25 when he came to New York City to attend the 73rd session of 
the United Nations General Assembly. 

The board of directors of the Ukrainian Museum and Library 
has planned a testimonial banquet to be held on Sunday, 
November 18, in Stamford, to honor Mrs. Wolynetz, the institu-
tion’s dedicated curator for more than 35 years. The special event 
will bring together family, friends and colleagues of Mrs. Wolynetz 
to celebrate her inestimable contributions to the preservation and 
perpetuation of Ukrainian culture and folks arts in the United 
States and beyond. 

 The banquet will take place at the Knights of Columbus Council 
#41 Center, 509 Shippan Ave., Stamford, CT 06902, with cocktails 
at 4 p.m., followed by dinner at 5 p.m.

Lubow Wolynetz, curator and archival librarian at the Ukrainian 
Museum and Library of Stamford, Conn.

Svoboda file photo

First Lady Maryna Poroshenko presents books to pre-school children in Stamford, Conn.
president.gov.ua

At the Ukrainian Museum in Stamford, Conn., during a visit by the first lady of 
Ukraine, (from left) are: Bishop Emeritus Basil Losten, Maryna Poroshenko, Lubow 

Wolynetz and Msgr. John Terlecky.

Ukrainian Museum, Stamford

Russian-invaded Donbas and Crimea who 
have settled in other areas of Ukraine but 
currently face voting restrictions, Mr. 
Kovryzhenko said. Millions of Ukrainian 
labor migrants working throughout Europe 
will also be encountering voting difficulties 
and “this can hardly be viewed as consis-
tent with international standards,” he 
noted.

Along with the Reanimation Package of 
Reforms, Ukrainian organizations partici-
pating in the Transatlantic Task Force on 
Elections and Civil Society in Ukraine 
include the Ukraine Crisis Media Center 
(UCMC), the Center for Democracy and 
Rule of Law, the Center for Policy and Legal 
Reform, the OPORA Civil Network, the 
Democratic Initiatives Foundation, the 
DEJURE Foundation, the Center for 
Economic Strategy, the Anti-Corruption 
Action Center, Center UA and Transparency 
International Ukraine. 

The Brussels office of the Ukrainian 
World Congress and the Kyiv office of the 
Ukraine Crisis Media Center hosted the 
launch event in those two cities, while the 
German Marshall Fund hosted in 
Washington. Attendees in Washington 
included representatives of the National 
Democratic Institute, the International 
Republican Institute, the National 
Endowment for Democracy, the U.S.-Ukraine 
Foundation, the State Department and 
USAID.

(Continued from page 4)

Transatlantic...



13THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY      SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 2018No. 46



No. 46THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY      SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 201814

original trial archives in Paris; many of 
these authentic court testimonies found 
their way into the final script. 

Careful attention to authenticity was 
devoted to the film’s set design and early 
20th century costumes, and to the battle 
scenes with their period weaponry and 
uniforms.

When the actual murder location proved 
impractical as a filming venue, a faithful 
copy of two complete Parisian streets was 
constructed on the huge pavilion stage of 
the Dovzhenko Film Studios. (According to 
Mr. Yanchuk, this film pavilion in Kyiv is the 
largest in Europe.) Additional interior foot-
age of the actual Paris restaurant and hotel 
were integrated into the final cut.

The budget for “Secret Diary” was 48 
million hrv (about $1.7 million U.S.). The 
Ukrainian government contributed half of 
the funds, with the remainder coming from 
the Dovzhenko Film Studio. Ten percent of 
the total was raised by the global Ukrainian 
diaspora.

Cast and characters

As in all his other films, Mr. Yanchuk 
tried to not only find the best actors possi-
ble, but also actors who most closely 
resemble the historical persons they play. 
(A prime example is actor Hryhorii Hladiy, 
almost a mirror image of Roman 
Shukhevych in “Undefeated.”) For “Secret 
Diary,” the director was faced with a hand-
ful of candidates to play Petliura before 
finally deciding on Serhiy Frolov.

Other important historical personages 
are presented on screen: Ukrainian histori-
an and statesman Mykhailo Hrushevsky 
(played by Bohdan Beniuk), the socialist 
Volodymyr Vynnychenko (Yevhen 
Nyshchuk), Polish First Marshal Jozef 
Pilsudski (Serhiy Kucherenko), Petliura’s 
wife Olha (Irma Vitovska), and daughter 
Lesia (Viktoria Yanchuk – the director’s 
daughter).

The most memorable performance, 
however, is registered by the late Oleh 
Trepovsky in his final role as Schwarzbard. 
The wild-eyed fanaticism and volatility of 
this “poet-avenger” is eerily rendered by 
this fine actor. To the ominous ticking of a 
clock in his store, Mr. Trepowsky conveys 
Schwarzbard’s palpable nervousness and 
suspicion at his first encounter with the 
Soviet agent Volodin.

During the trial (which spans almost 
one-third of the film), Schwarzbard stands 
unwavering – even while listening to 
Jewish “eyewitnesses” testify they never 
actually saw the pogroms or Petliura’s 
involvement. Mr. Trepovsky ultimately 
shows Schwarzbard as a drunken, delu-
sional soul in South Africa, abandoned by 
the Kremlin once he was no longer useful. 

Schwartzbard actually died in Cape 
Town in 1938. (Incidentally, The Ukrainian 
Weekly had reported on October 6, 1933, 
that while Schwartzbard was embarked on 
an American speaking tour, he was brought 
to Hollywood “where he may take a role in 
a film which will include a scene portraying 
the assassination.”)

Memorable scenes

Ultimately, the most powerful scenes in 
“Secret Diary” are those which truly involve 
the audience emotionally, scenes in which 
the director is able to develop multiple 
meanings and ambiguity.

Mr. Yanchuk chillingly portrays a meet-
ing when Petliura seems to hesitate over 
having his officer and friend tried and exe-
cuted for insubordination – the headstrong 
Commander of the Zaporozhian Corps, 
Petro Bolbochan. (This has a disturbing 
ending, when the head of the execution 
squad carries out the sentence because 
Bolbochan’s riflemen refuse to shoot their 
former commander.)

Later, a proud Ukrainian peasant farmer 
refuses to ally himself with Petliura after he 
gave away his land to Poland in exchange 
for Polish military aid. The farmer proudly 
declares: “I am Danylo Ratushnyi. This is 
my land, it was my father Ratushnyi’s and 
my grandfather Ratushnyi’s land. It will 
always remain our land!” (This role of 
Danylo Ratushnyi was played by his real-
life grandson, Mykhajlo Ratushnyi.)

Towards the conclusion of the film, we 
are left with a final haunting composition: 
following the verdict, Petliura’s wife and 
daughter sit stunned and mute in their 
seats, long after everyone has departed the 
empty courtroom.

One can only regret that more charac-
ters were not as well-scripted and fleshed 
out as Schwarzbard and the scenes listed 
above. But unfortunately, by the end of the 
film, Petliura remains an enigma; we are 
still in the dark about any deep passions 
and conflicts that motivated this granite-
faced protagonist. Hrushevsky and 
Vynnychenko come across as almost one-
sided caricatures. What was needed was 
less complexity of facts and more complexi-
ty of characters.

Yet overall, Mr. Yanchuk’s “Secret Diary” 
is still an entertaining, informative and 
much-needed film that dramatizes many 
truths long censored, and as such, it is an 
important film that deserves to be viewed – 
and not only once.

 (Note: Another parallel movie is “Kruty 
1918” by director Oles Shapariev about the 
Spartan-like stand of 400 Ukrainian stu-
dents against 4,000 Bolsheviks near Kyiv in 
1918. That release is planned for December 
of this year.)

involved government agencies and compa-
nies, was announced. The president noted 
the successful implementation of a number 
of joint Ukrainian-American projects in the 
nuclear energy sector, as well as the supply 
of American coal to Ukraine. Mr. 
Poroshenko also confirmed interest in 
attracting modern American technologies 
and best practices to Ukraine for the effec-
tive development of existing oil and gas 
reserves. The parties noted the necessity of 
further counteraction to the Nord Stream 2 
project, as well as diversification of sources 
of energy supply, in particular by expand-
ing the possibilities for the supply of lique-
fied natural gas from the United States. 
(Presidential Administration of Ukraine)

Poroshenko refuses to sack Lutsenko

Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko 
has formally refused to accept the resigna-

tion of the country’s prosecutor-general, 
who has been criticized for the handling of a 
probe into the death of an anti-corruption 
activist in an acid attack. Calls for Yuriy 
Lutsenko to step down intensified after 
Kateryna Handzyuk died on November 4, 
three months after she was injured in an 
acid attack. Mr. Lutsenko on November 7 
formally submitted his resignation to the 
president, a day after the Verkhovna Rada – 
namely, the president’s bloc – refused to 
back the move. In a statement on November 
9, Ukraine’s presidential press service cited 
the Parliament’s “vote of confidence” in Mr. 
Lutsenko as the reason why Mr. Poroshenko 
had refused to accept his resignation, add-
ing “important tasks are ahead” of Mr. 
Lutsenko, a presidential appointee. The 
announcement by the president’s office 
comes just hours after a top European 
Union official said in Kyiv that the interna-
tional community was “deeply shocked” by 
the death of Mr. Handzyuk. “It’s something 
we cannot accept,” EU Enlargement 
Commissioner Johannes Hahn told a press 

conference in the Ukrainian capital on 
November 9. He urged the Ukrainian gov-
ernment to identify and punish those 
behind the attack, saying “The international 
community pays attention.” (RFE/RL, with 
reporting by AFP and Pravda.ua)

EU: Don’t backpedal on reforms 

The EU commissioner in charge of 
enlargement has urged Ukraine to move 
forward on reforms, warning against any 
retreat from such efforts, especially on 
fighting corruption. Johannes Hahn made 
the remarks in Kyiv on November 9. He was 
in the Ukrainian capital to deliver a fresh 
EU report on Ukraine to Ukrainian Prime 
Minister Volodymyr Groysman. Mr. Hahn 
said it’s “crucial to maintain the reform 
momentum and to make these changes 
irreversible” in the run-up to March’s presi-
dential vote and the parliamentary elec-
tions in late 2019. Mr. Hahn stressed that 
“there can’t be rollback on issues such as 
anti-corruption efforts.” In the report, the 
EU noted there have been only a few con-

victions in high-level corruption cases in 
the country. However, it said Ukraine has 
taken steps to reform its judiciary system. 
The EU emphasized that the establishment 
of a dedicated anti-corruption court is cru-
cial and that Ukraine’s authorities must 
properly investigate attacks against civil 
society activists and punish the perpetra-
tors. The fresh warning comes days after a 
prominent Ukrainian anti-corruption activ-
ist died on November 4, three months after 
she was injured in an acid attack. The death 
of Kateryna Handzyuk sparked outrage in 
Ukraine and elsewhere. Several dozen local 
NGOs signed a letter earlier this week criti-
cizing the “apparent failure” of Ukraine’s 
law enforcement system to investigate 
attacks on civil society activists. They also 
called on Internal Affairs Minister Arsen 
Avakov and Prosecutor-General Yuriy 
Lutsenko to resign amid charges they have 
blocked the investigation. Five suspects, 
including a police officer, have been arrest-

(Continued on page 15)
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Schwartzbard was a Bolshevik agent “can 
only make the realization of a Ukrainian-
Jewish rapprochement more difficult.”

Meanwhile, unseen behind the curtains, 
inexorable geopolitical forces were prevail-
ing. One especially revealing and chilling 
scene in “Secret Diary” shows Soviet 
Ambassador Rakovsky at a polite dinner 
chat with his outmatched French counter-
part, spelling out why France could not risk 
conflict with Moscow, and “suggesting” an 
acquittal for Schwarzbard.

A film for new generations 

As director and co-scriptwriter, Mr. 
Yanchuk thus faced the daunting challenge 
of doing justice to such a mountain of 
nuanced material in one feature film. He 
related to this author that he never intend-

ed to produce an austere historical docu-
mentary, nor a Hollywood-type art-film. He 
has, in fact, always aimed his films at 
Ukrainians in Ukraine, so that new genera-
tions would begin to understand the past 
and ask questions. Mr. Yanchuk informed 
me that “Secret Diary” will be required 
viewing for every school in Ukraine.

Because Petliura was a journalist and 
editor, Mr. Yanchuk decided on a creative 
fiction: to format this film around “entries” 
in his protagonist’s diary – a series of flash-
backs to key events leading up to his exile 
in France. (The movie also incorporates riv-
eting black-and-white film clips actually 
photographed by a French correspondent 
during the battles for Kyiv in 1919.)

Mr. Yanchuk told me his film had 
remained in planning and pre-production 
for almost a decade. Expert historians were 
consulted, and “Secret Diary” went through 
numerous screenplay versions. Meanwhile, 
Mr. Yanchuk carefully read through the 

(Continued from page 11)
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ed on suspicion of involvement in the 
attack, but authorities have not described a 
specific potential motive for the attack. On 
October 3, Amnesty International, Human 
Rights Watch, Freedom House, and 
Frontline Defenders said more than 50 
attacks on activists and human rights 
defenders in Ukraine had been recorded by 
local human rights organizations in the last 
nine months. (RFE/RL)

Russia-installed mayor is removed

The Russia-installed mayor of the capital 
of the annexed Ukrainian region of Crimea 
has resigned at the request of the head of the 
region’s Russian administration. Symferopol 
municipal head Igor Lukashyov and his 
seven deputies stepped down on November 
9, according to a press release from the office 
of the head of the Russian administration of 
Crimea, Sergei Aksyonov. Moscow annexed 
the Black Sea peninsula from Ukraine in 
2014 and installed its own administration 
there, even though the takeover has been 
rejected by most of the international com-
munity. Mr. Aksyonov said a new administra-
tion would be named next week. Late last 
month, Mr. Aksyonov promised the shake-up, 
saying that the Symferopol authorities had 
overseen the “collapse” of city transport and 
waste management. (Crimea Desk, RFE/RL’s 
Ukrainian Service)

Trump blames Obama for loss of Crimea 

U.S. President Donald Trump blamed the 
“regime” of former President Barack 
Obama for Ukraine’s loss of its Crimean 

peninsula, which was seized and annexed 
by Russia in 2014. Mr. Trump made the 
comments during a wide-ranging and 
sometimes hostile news conference at the 
White House on November 7 to comment 
on the U.S. midterm election results. When 
asked about his relations with Russia, Mr. 
Trump reminded reporters of the face-to-
face meeting he had with President 
Vladimir Putin in Helsinki in July. “The fact 
is I had a very, very good meeting with 
President Putin,” he said. “A lot was dis-
cussed – about Syria, about security, about 
Ukraine.” He added, “About the fact that 
President Obama allowed a very large part 
of Ukraine to be taken [by Russia].” When a 
reporter stated that “it was President Putin 
who annexed Crimea,” Mr. Trump respond-
ed by saying, “That was President Obama’s 
regime. That was during President Obama. 
Right? It was President Obama that allowed 
it to happen.” U.S. and other Western coun-
tries criticized Moscow and imposed sanc-
tions on Russia over its annexation of 
Ukraine’s Crimea region in March 2013 and 
its backing of separatists in eastern 
Ukraine, where fighting has killed more 
than 10,300 people since April 2014. 
During the two leaders’ last meeting in 
Helsinki, Mr. Trump was widely criticized, 
by Democrats and Republicans alike, for 
not taking a harder line with Mr. Putin and 
for refusing to press him on several mat-
ters, including Russia’s alleged interference 
in the 2016 U.S. election. At the White 
House news conference, Mr. Trump reiter-
ated that he had no meetings scheduled 
with Mr. Putin at the November 11 com-
memoration ceremonies in Paris marking 
the 100th anniversary of the end of World 
War I. He also repeated that he will likely 

meet the Russian leader during a Group of 
20 summit in Argentina later this month. In 
Moscow, the Kremlin said Russian and U.S. 
officials agreed not to hold a summit in 
Paris to avoid causing a distraction during 
the World War I centenary commemora-
tions. (RFE/RL, with reporting by AP)

New U.S. sanctions over activities in Crimea

The United States announced it was 
imposing a new round of financial sanctions 
related to Moscow’s aggression in Ukraine, 
focusing on individuals and companies 
doing business in Russian-annexed Crimea. 
Sigal Mandelker, a U.S. Treasury undersecre-
tary, said on November 8 that the United 
States “remains committed to targeting 
Russian-backed entities that seek to profit 
from Russia’s illegal annexation and occupa-
tion” of Ukraine’s Crimea region. Russian 
Deputy Foreign Minister Sergei Ryabkov 
was quoted by the Interfax news agency as 
saying the sanctions were “doomed to fail” 
and that Moscow “won’t take them into 
account.” U.S. and other Western countries 
have imposed sanctions on Russia over its 
annexation of the Crimean peninsula in 
March 2014 and its backing of separatists in 
eastern Ukraine. The Treasury said it was 
now targeting three individuals and nine 
entities that are supporting Moscow’s 
attempt to “reintegrate” Crimea into Russia 
through private investment and privatiza-
tion projects or are engaging in “serious 
human rights abuses in furtherance of 
Russia’s occupation or control over parts of 
Ukraine.” It identified the sanctioned indi-
viduals are Andriy Volodymyrovych Sushko, 
Aleksandr Basov and Vladimir Nikolaevich 
Zaritsky. Mr. Sushko, an officer in Russia’s 
Federal Security Service (FSB), is suspected 
of having participated in the 2017 abduc-
tion and torture of a Crimean Tatar activist 
who opposed Russia’s occupation of the 
region, according to the Treasury. Mr. 

Zaritsky is the former commander-in-chief 
of Russia’s missile and artillery forces who 
is leading a hotel project in Symferopol, it 
also said. The entities are the “Ministry of 
State Security of so-called Luhansk People’s 
Republic”; and companies Mriya Resort and 
Spa; Garant-SV; Infrastructure Projects 
Management; Sanatorium AY-Petri; 
Dyulber; Sanatorium Miskhor; KRIMTETS; 
and Southern Project. The Treasury 
Department described Mriya Resort and 
Spa as a luxury hotel that opened in the 
resort of Yalta shortly after the annexation 
and “the main Russian platform for show-
casing investment opportunities in Crimea.” 
The Treasury said all of the individuals’ and 
entities’ property and interests in property 
subject to the U.S. jurisdiction will be frozen, 
and U.S. persons and entities will generally 
be prohibited from engaging in transactions 
with them. The moves reinforce the “Crimea 
Declaration of July 25, 2018, stating that the 
United Sates does not and will not recognize 
Russia’s purported annexation of Crimea,” it 
added. (RFE/RL, with reporting by Interfax)

Usyk defends cruiserweight titles 

Ukraine’s Oleksandr Usyk, the world 
cruiserweight champion, defended his four 
titles by knocking out Britain’s Tony Bellew 
in the eighth round. The 31-year-old Mr. 
Usyk sent his opponent to the mat with a 
combination culminating with a looping 
left in Manchester on November 10. It was 
Mr. Usyk’s 16th consecutive victory as a 
professional and could lead to him stepping 
up to the heavyweight classification. He 
holds the IBF, WBA, WBC, and WBO 
cruiserweight titles. The 35-year-old Mr. 
Bellew had said this would be his last fight. 
“Oleksandr Usyk is an exceptional champi-
on,” Mr. Bellew said. “Anyone who faces him 
is in trouble. Only the very best and very 
biggest will beat him.” (RFE/RL, based on 
reporting by AP and the BBC)

(Continued from page 14)
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Graziosi and Norman Naimark, professor of 
East European Studies in the History 
Department, Stanford University. Ronald 
Suny of the University of Michigan spoke on 
the Armenian genocide and questioned the 
genocidal nature of the Holodomor, spark-
ing a spirited exchange with Profs. Graziosi 
and Naimark. 

The conference, which was organized for 
an academic audience, also included two 
evening lectures open to the public.  The 
first, given by Prof. Naimark, considered 
the question “Is There a World History of 
Genocide?”  Prof. Naimark is the author of 
such works as “Stalin’s Genocides” (2010), 
which includes a chapter on the 
Holodomor, and “Genocide: A World 
History” (2017). He is presently finishing a 
book project, “Stalin and Europe: The 
Struggle for Sovereignty, 1944-1949.” 

Annual Famine lecture

The Toronto Annual Ukrainian Famine 
Lecture, held on the second evening of the 
conference, was delivered by Liudmyla 
Hrynevych, the director of the Holodomor 
Research and Education Center in Kyiv. A 
senior scholar at the Institute of the History 
of Ukraine, National Academy of Sciences of 
Ukraine, she is a specialist on collectivization 
and the Holodomor, and compiler of the 
multi-volume “Khronika Kolektуvizatsii i 
Holodomoru v Ukraini v 1927-1933” 
(Chronicle of Collectivization and the 
Holodo mor in Ukraine, 1927-1933). Her 
monograph “Holod 1928-1929 rr. u Radians-
kii Ukraini” (Famine in Soviet Ukraine, 1928-
1929) was published in 2013.

Dr. Hrynevych discussed the Holodomor 
in the light of theories of genocide and colo-
nialism. Illustrating her points with visuals 
from the period of the Holodomor, she dem-
onstrated how Soviet propaganda prepared 
the ground for genocide by using the press 
and the cinema to demonize the better-off 

Ukrainian peasants (kulaks) as the enemy. 

Workshop for early career scholars

On Sunday morning, HREC and the 
Ukrainian Canadian Research and 
Documentation Center hosted a workshop 
for the 20 early career scholars at St. 
Vladimir Institute. The event was an oppor-
tunity for academics at the start of their 
careers to discuss how the conference 
themes relate to their own research inter-
ests, and for HREC to share information on 
its own research projects. 

The young scholars also benefited from 
valuable advice on publishing in academia 
provided by world-renowned genocide 
scholar Prof. Dirk Moses of the University 
of Sydney, who is also editor of the Journal 
of Genocide Research. 

Kristina Hook, who received a HREC 
grant to attend the conference, commented: 
“...after Sunday’s early career scholars event, 
I felt inspired to begin outlining a new aca-
demic paper idea, which I know flowed 
from listening to the interesting presenta-
tions at the conference.  It was wonderful to 
visit the HREC Toronto office and to learn 
about the many projects HREC is undertak-
ing.” Ms. Hook is working on a dissertation 
at the University of Notre Dame’s 
Department of Anthropology and the Kroc 
Institute for International Peace Studies on 
how the legacy of the Holodomor influences 
political identity in Ukraine.

Conference organizers also included the 
University of Toronto’s Petro Jacyk 
Program for the Study of Ukraine, Center 
for European, Russian and Eurasian 
Studies, Munk School of Global Affairs and 
Public Policy; the Anne Tanenbaum Center 
for Jewish Studies; and the Chair of 
Ukrainian Studies. 

Co-organizer Alon Confino, director of 
the Institute for Holocaust, Genocide and 
Memory Studies, will be organizing a fol-
low-up conference for next year. The activi-
ties of HREC are made possible through the 
generous support of the Temerty 
Foundation.

(Continued from page 1)
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нар. 14 травня 1927 року в Яворові, Українa, в родині Михайла та 
Юлії (з дому Кархут) Флис. Її улюблений муж д-р Еміль, з яким одру-
жилась у 1949 році, помер у 2007 році.

Парастас відправлено 12 жовтня 2018 року в похоронному 
заведенні Costіgan-O’Neill у місті Pawtucket, Rhode Island. 

Заупокійна Свята Літургія була відправлена 13 жовтня 2018 року 
у церкві св. Михаїла у Woonsоcket, Rhode Island, a oпісля на цвинтарі 
св. Духа у Hamptonburg, New York. 

У глибокому смутку залишилися:
донька  - Ліда з мужем Іваном Ткачем і сином Марком 
сини - Михайло   
  - Олександер з дружиною Ромою і дітьми Павлом, 
        Матейком, Мелясею й Томком  
  - Адріян з дружиною Ганею та синами Михайлом
        з дружиною Самантою і донею Катериною, 

        Стефаном, Данилом і Тимком
  - Роман з дружиною Лідією та дітьми Андрійком,
        Лесею і Лярисою 
свати  - Марія Касіян, Галина Ткач і Таня Рішко
родини  - Кархут, Клюфас, Драґан, Бачинські, Доберчак, 

        Савицькі, Башта, Раял, Вічідоміні  
та дальша родина в США, Канаді та Україні.

Вічна Їй пам’ять!
 

Замість квітів родина просить складати пожертви на Український 
Католицький Університет у Львовi: Ukrainian Catholic Education 
Foundation – UCEF, In Memory of Irene Klufas, 2247 W. Chicago Ave, 
Chicago, IL 60622. 

Ділимось сумною вісткою 
з рідними і приятелями, 
що 8 жовтня 2018 року 

 відійшла у Вічність наша найдорожча 
Мама, Баба і Прабаба

св. п.

Ірена Д. Клюфас



No. 46THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY      SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 201816

Contemporary Ukrainian graphics on exhibit at Ukrainian Institute of Modern Art
by Orest Hrynewych

CHICAGO – The Ukrainian Institute of 
Modern Art (UIMA ) was very fortunate to 
receive from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of Ukraine, and with the support of the 
Ukrainian Consulate in Chicago, a splendid 
collection of graphic art from the major 
Ukrainian centers of art for exhibition in 
Chicago. The exhibit, titled “Contemporary 
Ukrainian Graphics at the Turn of the XX/
XXI Century,” will be on view at the UIMA 
through December 16. 

This fortuitous situation developed 
because of the active pursuit by Larysa 
Gerasko, Ukraine’s consul general in 
Chicago, of possible interface and coopera-

tion of Ukrainian artists with diaspora 
artistic establishments. She was aware that 
Ukraine is engaged in an ambitious effort to 
showcase Ukrainian art to the world. 
Inquiries made to the Ukrainian Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs about this interface struck a 
positive chord. 

The ministry identified a very successful 
current art initiative organized by Kateryna 
Pidhayna and Iryna Borovets in the field of 
contemporary Ukrainian graphics that had 
successfully exhibited this important 
branch of Ukrainian art in Europe to much 
acclaim. The consul general suggested that 
the Ukrainian Institute of Modern Art 
(UIMA) in Chicago would be the perfect fit. 
The Ministry agreed, and UIMA was delight-

ed by this possibility to exhibit Ukrainian 
art in America. Realizing the high cost of 
such an exhibit, the ministry’s Cultural 
Diplomacy Branch was able to secure suffi-
cient funds to implement this endeavor.

The opening of the exhibit on Friday, 
October 12, was a great success with over 
130 people present. Speaking at the open-
ing was Adrienna Kochman, the UIMA cura-
tor, as well as Kateryna Pidhaina, art critic 
and the co-curator of this exhibit. Also 
involved in this exhibit but not present was 
co-curator, Iryna Borovets, a Ukrainian dip-
lomat and art critic. With the help of 
Ukrainian designer Lara Yakovenko, this 
assembled group also prepared a very pro-
fessional catalogue of the exhibit, which is 

available for purchase.
In general, Ukrainian art, and particular-

ly graphic art, is not very well known in the 
West and the world. 

The sad state of exposure of Ukrainian 
graphic art outside of Ukraine was compli-
cated by several factors: infrequent solo 
exhibitions and the absence of group exhi-
bitions. In Ukraine, graphic art was uneven-
ly exhibited in museums. The graphic art 
that was shown was invariably by artists in 
open workshops or through private collec-
tors. Public viewing was minimal and rare. 
The second factor was the physical separa-
tion of major Ukrainian art centers from 
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$125 per person, Students up to age 25
$60 per person, Children up to age 10

by December 31, 2018 (Advance ticket sales only)
Zabava – $60 per person

For further information and to purchase tickets online: www.plastnewarkdeb.com
or contact:  Plast Newark Deb 2019, c/o Alexandra Zawadiwsky, 2 Balbrook Drive, Mendham NJ 07945

email: plastnewarkdebball@gmail.com  Tel: 908-448-6389
Hotel room reservations: 800-228-9290 or 973-538-8811, ask for PLAST room block rate.

(Continued on page 17)

At the exhibit (from left) are: Kateryna Pidhaina, co-curator of the exhibit, from 
Ukraine; Larysa Gerasko, Ukraine’s consul general in Chicago; and Adrienna 

Kochman, UIMA curator of the exhibit.

 From the series “Intervention N27,” 2017, by Iryna Kalenyk of Chernivtsi.
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each other and the lack of coordination of information 
exchange and interface between them. This fact did allow 
for the development of specific distinct personal styles 
among the artists. 

One very positive outcome of the exhibit now at UIMA 
was global exposure as well as contact between artists 
from the various art centers in Ukraine 

This exhibit identifies specific geographic art centers 
within the time frame of the 1990s and focused on the evo-
lution of printed graphics since Ukraine’s independence in 
1991 to the present day. The graphic arts during this peri-
od were in a state of uncertainty. 

To better understand the circumstances that formed the 
particular styles of the artist in Ukraine in the 20th century 
one has to examine the impacts of Soviet artistic cannon on 
the development of graphic art in particular and on 
Ukrainian art in general. In the early years of communism, 
freedom of artistic expression was the norm. This was fol-
lowed by the developing orthodoxy of Soviet Socialistic 
Realism in the 1930s. A limited freedom of artistic expres-
sion was allowed in the perestroika period up to the mid 
1980s. This uneven politically motivated imposition on 
artistic freedom caused much confusion and ultimately a 
steady resistance on the part of Ukrainian artists to the 
utilitarian demands of the government regarding the use of 
graphic art to legitimize, propagate and expand the Soviet 
way of life. Brave artists maintained an independent spirit 
in these trying times and continued to secretly develop 
original graphics that were never exhibited publically.

In western Ukraine, the relative artistic freedom allowed 
the development of artistic trends of modernism and 
avant-garde art up to the start of World War II. This phase 
of western Ukrainian art ended abruptly with the unifica-
tion of all Ukrainian lands under Soviet rule. Diaspora art-
ists, who survived DP camps and immigration, vigorously 
continued artistic pursuits in all forms in their new homes.

With the collapse of the Soviet dictatorship and its artis-
tic cannon, in the late 1980s artists found the new freedom 
a heady tonic in their search for new directions in all forms 
of art. The graphic artists embraced modernism and non-
conformism, and quickly established a vibrant and original 
Ukrainian contemporary graphics. Graphic art schools in 
Kyiv, Lviv and Kharkiv became major centers for the expan-
sion and development of this unappreciated and marginal-
ized art form that is currently experiencing a renaissance.

The exhibit “Contemporary Ukrainian graphics at the 

turn of the XX/XI Century” features graphic arts works 
from major geographic centers: Kyiv (30 prints), Lviv (39 
prints) and Kharkiv (12 prints). In addition there were 
prints from Luhansk (five prints) and from Chernivtsi 
(three prints). Secondary geographic centers such as 
Ivano-Frankivsk, Uzhhorod, Chernivtsi, Poltava, Donetsk, 
Zaporizhzhia, Dnipro, Vinnytsia, Cherkasy and Sumy repre-
sent unique styles of graphic art, however, UIMA did not 
have the space to include them in the current exhibit. 

The graphic artists whose works are exhibited use many 
techniques, such as classical etching, aquatint, linoleum, 
lithographs, mezzotint, monotypes and drypoint, as well as 
specific techniques invented by the artists themselves and 
new techniques such as Japanese mokulito. In the past, 
paper was the material of choice used as the visual ground. 
Today the range of materials used includes fabric, metal, 
wood and other substances. 

This exhibit highlights the creativity of three major 

Ukrainian art centers and their schools of graphic arts. 
Fifteen artists represent the Lviv School. The Kyiv School is 
represented by 11, and the Kharkiv School by four. The sec-
ondary artistic centers of Chernivtsi and Luhansk, with a 
more idiosyncratic style of graphic art, each have one exam-
ple of graphic art. In total, the UIMA exhibit consists of 88 
carefully selected graphic art works in various techniques.

Lviv School

The Lviv School of graphics was strongly influenced by 
the modernism of West European artistic trends and a 
strong national-cultural consciousness that opposed 
Socialist Realism. The Lviv city cosmopolitan milieu and 
the particular make-up of Lviv’s way of life created an artis-
tic atmosphere conducive to the development of original 
and confident artistic expression in all of its forms.

The Lviv School is characterized by advanced composi-
tional thinking, decorativeness, masterful work/virtuosity 
with color, experimental techniques and philosophical con-
cepts, that are visualized in the artwork. The synthesis of 
various artistic components of the integrated artistic com-
munity of Lviv enhances the originality of the artists. Some 
examples of this school can be seen in the works of Oleg 
Denysenko’s 2017 print “Good Hunting” (2017) and 
Roman Romanyshyn’s “Carl and Clara” (Diptych, 2014).

Kyiv School

The Kyiv School’s graphic artists seem to symbolize a 
rebellion against the pace of modern life and its demands. 
This is evident in art that symbolizes the tensions of 
modernity and demands of evolving society and current 
life issues. This rebellion takes the form of comic-tragic 
depiction of fantastic creatures and absurd concepts. The 
art works of Kristina Yarosh (“Untitled,” 2018) and Anna 
Khodkova (“Untitled,” diptych, 2017) are a good example of 
this alienation from modern life. It should be noted that 
many women represent the Kyiv School of graphics.

Kharkiv School

The graphic works of Kharkiv appear to be chaotic and 
eclectic. The works of only four artists from the Kharkiv 
School are included in this exhibit. Viewing the work of 
Vitaliy Kulikov, Pavel Makov, Natalia Mironenko and Olena 
Kudinova, one can assume that the Kharkiv School encour-
aged a very wide range of possible styles of graphic art. 
Elements of stylized grotesque human forms, organic forms, 
abstract colored geometric forms and pseudo scientific sym-
bolism predominate in the Kharkiv School of graphic arts.

Orest Hrynewych is a board member of the Ukrainian 
Institute of Modern Art.

The parishioners’ prayers would soon be 
answered. The Bethlehem Steel Corp. had 
undertaken an expansion project and 
became interested in the purchase of the 
area known as the “Heights,” where St. 
Josaphat’s Church stood. With the sale of 
the old church, a new property was pur-
chased at Union Boulevard and Kenmore 
Avenue. A building fund was established, 
and a loan was taken from the Providence 
Association of Ukrainian Catholics. 

Under the leadership of Father 
Karmazyn, the building committee appoint-
ed architect Julian Jastremsky to design the 
new church in authentic Byzantine style. On 
April 7, 1966, Father Karmazyn and the 

parishioners of St. Josaphat celebrated their 
first divine liturgy in the new church build-
ing. Father Karmazyn was proud of his 
parishioners for reaching their goal of build-
ing a new church. He was even more proud 
of the fact that in only 11 years, on May 1, 
1977, the mortgage was paid off in full.

The years of hard work had resulted in 
many spiritual and physical fruits at St. 
Josaphat’s Church. In 1986, after 27 years 
of service, Father Karmazyn requested to 
retire from his priestly duties. In November 
1986, Archbishop-Metropolitan Stephen 
Sulyk granted his request and assigned the 
Rev. Gurovich as the new pastor. 

Upon his arrival, Father Gurovich placed 
great emphasis on the youth of the Church. 
In order to promote the notion of the 

“Christian Family,” Father Dan, as he is 
called, instituted adult education classes. 
He also instituted the Total Eastern 
Christian Formation Program for Grades 1 
through 12. Also during his tenure, a com-
plete renovation of the interior of Church 
according to the traditions of the Ukrainian 
Catholic Church was completed. 

After 32 years of service, Father Dan’s 
dedication continues to inspire the spiritual 
health of the parish of St. Josaphat’s 
Ukrainian Catholic Church. But most of all, 
one has to acknowledge the parishioners 
that have come and gone since the begin-
ning of the parish’s. It is they who are the 
church. It is their spirit and dedication that 
continues to fuel St. Josaphat’s as it contin-
ues to grow into the next century. 

(Continued from page 9)

St. Josaphat...

Jerry Kindrachuk, toastmaster and mas-
ter of ceremonies of the parish’s centen-

nial banquet.

Bishop Andriy Rabiy, clergy and altar servers gathered at the centennial celebration.

Marusia Kvit-Flynn, granddaughter of 
the Rev. Volodymyr Karmazyn, speaks at 

the banquet.
Father Daniel Gurovich during divine  

liturgy.

Don Blake

“Temptation,” 2018, by Oleg Denysenko of Lviv.

(Continued from page 16)

Contemporary...
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XI Ukrainian World Congress
to convene in Kyiv on November 24-27

UWC

TORONTO – On November 24-27 in Kyiv, 
the XI Ukrainian World Congress (XI UWC 
Congress) will be held to sum up the work 
of the world body for the period 2013-
2018 and develop guidelines for its activi-
ties for the next four-year period. The con-
gress will convene under this year’s UWC 
motto, “Strengthening Ukrainian statehood 
for a brighter future!”

At the beginning of the XI UWC Congress, 
its participants will join Ukrainian state 
events in commemoration of the 85th anni-
versary of the Holodomor of 1932-1933 
that will be taking place at this time in Kyiv. 

Participating in the work of the XI UWC 
Congress will be delegates and guests from 
the UWC network, which today includes 57 
countries, together with distinguished guests 
– high-ranking state officials and representa-
tives of civil society in Ukraine and countries 
of residence of the Ukrainian diaspora. 

During the XI UWC Congress presenta-

tions will be made on the work of UWC 
structures and its member organizations, 
and discussions will take place on issues of 
significance to the Ukrainian community 
worldwide. Delegates and guests of the con-
gress will focus on topics related to interna-
tional support for Ukraine in the areas of 
defense, reforms, the economy and humani-
tarian aid, the positive image of Ukraine, the 
Ukrainian émigré community, Ukrainian 
national remembrance, the Ukrainian lan-
guage, the development of Ukrainian com-
munities in different regions of the world, 
nurturing informed Ukrainians, the 
Ukrainian youth movement and coopera-
tion of Ukrainians in the diaspora with eth-
nocultural and religious communities 
around the world. 

On the last day of the congress, on 
November 27, a new UWC leadership will 
be elected. 

More information on the XI Ukrainian 
World Congress is available at http://uwc-
2018congress.com/eng/.

result of the Famine, but noted that Stalin 
once told Churchill that the Soviet drive for 
agricultural collectivization had cost 10 
million lives. The bishop also explained the 
activities and institutions of the Stamford 
Eparchy, including the seminary and muse-
um. 

The previous June, Bishop Basil had 
mailed out information packets on the 
Famine to 386 U.S. Catholic bishops, includ-
ing the special issue dedicated to the Great 
Famine of The Ukrainian Weekly of March 
20, 1983, a booklet published by the 
Ukrainian World Congress (known then as 
the World Congress of Free Ukrainians), as 
well as a copy of the May 23, 1983, issue of 
Time magazine’s essay “The Morals of 
Remembering” by Lance Morrow, who 
mentioned the Famine as one of the forgot-
ten holocausts of the 20th century.

Source: “U.S. Catholic bishops condemn 
Great Famine as ‘genocide,’” The Ukrainian 
Weekly, November 27, 1983.

(Continued from page 6)

Turning...
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Through Art exhibit, “Celebrating 50 Years: Art Paintings by 
November 25 Roman Vovk,” Ukrainian National Museum,
Chicago www.ukrainiannationalmuseum.org or 312-421-8020

November 20 Holodomor commemoration, Ukrainian Canadian Congress, 
Ottawa Embassy of Ukraine, https://conta.cc/2atxsj or 613-232-8822
 
November 22 Thanksgiving feast, Soyuzivka Heritage Center, 
Kerhonkson, NY www.soyuzivka.com or 845-626-5641

November 24 Holodomor commemorative service, Ukrainian Club of 
Overland Park, KS Kansas City, Holy Trinity Orthodox Church, 
 ukrainianclubkc@aol.com

November 27 Presentation with Lesia Kaszczak and Oksana Kulynych,  
Riverdale, NY “The Unknown Genocide: Holodomor in Ukraine, 1932-
 1933,” Manhattan College, 914-965-6467

November 28 Film screening and discussion, “Falling” by Olena
New York Yershova, Ukrainian Film Club, Columbia University,
 https://harriman.columbia.edu

November 29 Book presentation and luncheon, “The New Ukrainian 
Whippany, NJ Cookbook” by Annette Ogrodnik Corona, Carpe Diem 
 Club, Ukrainian American Cultural Center of New Jersey,
 aceuaccnj@gmail.com

November 29 Film screening, “Recovery Room” by Adriana Luhovy, 
Hamilton, ON Ukrainian Canadian Congress Hamilton Branch and 
 McMaster University Ukrainian Students’ Association,
 McMaster University, www.recoveryroomthemovie.com

November 30 Dinner and show, “The Chairman of the Board meets the King
Warren, MI of Rock,” with Gary Sacco as Frank Sinatra and Matt King as
 Elvis Presley, Ukrainian Cultural Center, 586-757-1278 

November 30 Presentation by Yuri Andrukhovych, “Ukraine and Central-
Stanford, CA Eastern Europe: A Brief History of Mutations,” Stanford
 University, 650-725-2563 or creeesinfo@sanford.edu

November 30 Presentation by Robert Romanchuk, “The Old Slavic Digenis
Cambridge, MA Akritis: Translation out of Greek vs. Translation into 
 Slavonic,” Harvard University, www.huri.harvard.edu
 or 617-495-4053

December 1 Ukrainian Christmas Traditions workshop, with instruction
New York by Lubow Wolynetz, The Ukrainian Museum, 
 www.ukrainianmuseum.org or 212-228-0110

December 1 Ukrainian Heritage Night, NJ Devils vs Winnipeg Jets, 
Newark, NJ  Prudential Center, 
 http://newjerseydevils.com/ukrainianheritage

December 1-2 Christmas Bazaar, The Ukrainian Museum, 
New York 212-228- 0110 or www.ukrainianmuseum.org

December 2 St. Nicholas visitation, Immaculate Conception 
Hillside, NJ Ukrainian Catholic Church, 908-322-7350 or
 www.byzcath.org/immaculateconception 

December 2 Christmas Dinner, Ukrainian American Cultural Center 
Whippany, NJ of New Jersey, www.uaccnj.org

December 4 Presentation by Jose M. Faraldo, “The Case of the 
Stanford, CA Political Police in Franco’s Spain and Communist Eastern
 Europe (1930s-1960s),” Stanford University,
 creeesinfo@stanford.edu or 650-725-2563

December 8 Ukrainian babka bread class, with instruction
Syracuse, NY by Ihor Godzak, Syracuse Ukrainian National Home, 
 events@syrucc.org or 615-218-1468

December 8, 9 Ukrainian Christmas Tree Ornaments workshop, with 
New York instruction by the Verkhovynka Plast sorority, The Ukrainian
 Museum, www.ukrainianmuseum.org or 212-228-0110

Entries in “Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to events 
advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome submissions 
from all our readers. Items will be published at the discretion of the editors 
and as space allows. Please send e-mail to mdubas@ukrweekly.com.

gating an attack on her colleague, the journalist-investiga-
tor Mr. Nikitenko. “It took 32 days for the Kherson boys-in-
blue to uncover that Serhiy was a journalist, I’m not joking, 
32 (thirty-two). Now the investigation has risen to a new 
level: they are looking for witnesses of the event on 
Facebook,” she wrote sarcastically on her FB page. “I think 
by the year 3019, you can assign the guilt to some drug 
addict because no sane person believes you are seriously 
looking for anybody there.”

Volunteering

Ms. Handzyuk was also known for her multifaceted vol-
unteer activities. She widely cooperated with the U.N. – for 
instance, in 2012, she worked in a U.N. development pro-
gram project to develop sports activities in village regions 
of Kherson Oblast, working with schoolchildren and school 
football teachers.

Additionally, with the start of the war in the Donbas, Ms. 
Handzyuk took part in programs to help internally dis-
placed persons from eastern Ukraine. She worked as a 
legal assistant to the Office of the U.N. High Commissioner 
for Refugees in Kherson Oblast and organized fund-raising 
campaigns to help children of IDPs.

(Continued from page 7)

What murdered...

from the deportation for forced labor organized by Nazi 
Germany in the same places several years earlier.”  

The total size of this horror is beyond imagining. On 
January 1, 1953, the Soviet archives show, there were 
175,063 people living in special settlements east of the 
Urals who had been deported from the western oblasts of 
Ukraine between 1944 and 1952. Because of the super-
high mortality among those deported, that means the 
actual number of expellees was much higher.

(Continued from page 6)

Stalin deported...
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PREVIEW OF EVENTS
Saturday-Sunday, December 1-2

NEW YORK: Do not miss the Christmas 
Bazaar and its unique gifts from 11 a.m. to 
5 p.m. This annual sale organized by the 
museum’s “Wednesday Volunteers” is a 
great opportunity to purchase folk art 
items, ornaments, Christmas cards, books, 
artwork, contemporary crafts and jewelry, 
home-baked goods and much, much more. 
Come early for the best selections, or 
check the online gift shop at www.ukraini-
anmuseum.org. Admission is free. The 
Ukrainian Museum is located at 222 E. 
Sixth St., between Second and Third ave-
nues; telephone, 212-228-0110.

NIGHT INCLUDES:
•  Special dance performances on the 
   main concourse throughout the night, 
   starting when doors open at 5 PM

•  Each ticket purchased includes a 
   Ukrainian Heritage Night t-shirt 
   and a group gift

•  Special National Anthem 
   and Color Guard presentation

•  Join us for a post game photo on 
   the main ice after the game

•  Special highlighted Hero of the Game

To purchase tickets, please visit 
newjerseydevils.com/Ukrainianheritage

For questions, please contact the Myron Bytz 
at 973-919-1322 or at UkrHeritageNight.devils@gmail.com

PREVIEW OF EVENTS GUIDELINES
Preview of Events is a listing of Ukrainian community events open to the public. It is a ser-
vice provided at minimal cost ($20 per listing) by The Ukrainian Weekly to the Ukrainian 
community.  Items must be no more than 100 words long. 
Preview items must be received no later than one week before the desired date of 
publication. Please include payment for each time the item is to appear and indicate 
date(s) of issue(s) in which the item is to be published. 
Information should be sent to preview@ukrweekly.com. Preview items and payments 
may be mailed to: Preview of Events, The Ukrainian Weekly, 2200 Route 10, P.O. Box 280, 
Parsippany, NJ 07054. 

Saturday-Sunday, December 8-9

NEW YORK: Create your own traditional 
Ukrainian Christmas tree ornaments such as 
spiders, cradles, stars, mobiles and garlands 
using beads, walnut shells, colored ribbons and 
paper. It’s a great activity for the entire family 
(children ages 7 and up). Workshops are on 
Saturday, at 2-4 p.m., or Sunday, 11 a.m.-1 p.m. 
or 2-4 p.m. Fee: adults, $15; students over age 
12 and seniors, $10; children age 7-12, $5; 
members received a 10 percent discount. Pre-
registration is required. The Ukrainian Museum 
is located at 222 E. Sixth St., between Second 
and Third avenues; telephone, 212-228-0110; 
website, www.ukrainianmuseum.org.


