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IMF approves loan 
of $3.9 B for Ukraine 

RFE/RL

The International Monetary Fund 
has approved a new $3.9 billion loan 
agreement for Ukraine – a small victory 
for President Petro Poroshenko ahead 
of the presidential election next year.

The fund’s decision, announced on 
December 18, includes a first install-
ment of $1.4 billion that is expected by 
December 25. The fund’s board said 
decisions about the next remaining 
two installments would come in May 
and November.

Also on December 18, the World 
Bank announced a $750 billion loan 
guarantee to help Ukraine raise an 
estimated $1 billion in debt on inter-
national markets.

IMF aid had effectively been frozen 
since April 2017 due to the country’s 
sputtering efforts to implement major 
economic reforms and tackle corrup-
tion. That included overhauling the 
governance structure and payment 
systems for the state-owned gas com-
pany, Naftohaz.

“Such decisions that come from 

by Mark Raczkiewycz

KYIV – A more apt location couldn’t have 
been chosen to elect the leader of the newly 
established Orthodox Church of Ukraine on 
December 15. 

As thousands of worshipers stood out-
side in central Kyiv braving sub-zero tem-
peratures, 192 delegates of the Unification 
Synod (Council) assembled inside, in the 
five-naved core beneath the ancient tower-
ing domes of St. Sophia Cathedral. 

Built in the early 11th century by Prince 
Yaroslav the Wise when the Kyivan Rus’ 
kingdom was already evangelized, the 
church is an “outstanding example of 
Byzantine art,” according to UNESCO, which 
designated it a world heritage site in 1990. 

Thus, the stage was set to finally grant 
Ukraine a canonical autonomous Orthodox 
Church, one that hasn’t existed without 
subordination to Russia in 332 years. It was 
the latest step by the country to expel a 
huge Kremlin lever of influence over 
Ukraine and reverse centuries of Kremlin 
domination and colonization.

A huge pantheon of saints depicted on 
frescoes and mosaics looked down upon 
the clergymen as they voted to elect 
Metropolitan Epifaniy (Serhiy Dumenko), 
39, of Pereyaslav-Khmelnytsky and Bila 

Tserkva (Ukrainian Orthodox Church – Kyiv 
Patriarchate) as the Church’s primate. 

He now holds the title of Metropolitan of 
Kyiv and all Ukraine and will lead a Church 
that expects to receive autocephaly via a 

Tomos from its mother Church on January 
6 in Istanbul from Ecumenical Patriarch 
Bartholomew of Constantinople.

Correspondingly, losing that title was 
Metropolitan Onufriy (Orest Berezovsky) of 
the Ukrainian Orthodox Church – Moscow 
Patriarchate (UOC-MP), said Archbishop 
Yevstratiy (Zorya), spokesperson for the 
UOC-KP.

The following day Metropolitan Epifaniy 
called for unity while celebrating his first 
liturgy after the election at St. Michael’s 
Golden-Domed Monastery in Kyiv. 

“We must complete the unification of 
Ukrainian Orthodoxy... pray for an end to 
the war [in eastern Ukraine], and for a just 
peace in Ukraine,” Metropolitan Epifaniy 
said, according to Radio Free Europe/Radio 
Liberty.

During the Sunday liturgy, the metropol-
itan urged priests and parishes under the 
UOC-MP to also join the newly established 
Church. 

The UOC-MP was the only one of three 
Orthodox Churches in Ukraine that was 
canonically recognized. A branch of the 
Russian Orthodox Church (ROC), the UOC-
MP refused to participate in the Unification 
Synod. Meanwhile, the ROC severed its rela-

Metropolitan Epifaniy elected to head unified Orthodox Church of Ukraine

Volker: U.S. and EU mull more Russian sanctions

Young metropolitan 
urges unity and peace
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by Mark Raczkiewycz

KYIV – The United States and the 
European Union are considering a separate 
set of sanctions and other measures against 
Russia for firing on Ukrainian vessels and 
taking 24 servicemen captive in the Black 
Sea on November 25. 

The debate is whether to add them to an 
existing set of restrictive measures over 
Russia’s annexation of Crimea and its war 
in the Donbas or to devise a “third basket,” 
Kurt Volker, special representative for 
Ukraine negotiations, said in a telephonic 
news briefing on December 17 in which 
The Ukrainian Weekly participated. 

“But the notion that there needs to be a 
response and [that] some additional sanc-
tions and listing of names would occur 
seems to be one gaining some traction, and I 
would not be surprised at all to see that hap-
pen in the next month or two,” he explained. 

Additionally, Ambassador Volker said a 
“multinational visible presence in and 
around Ukraine, whether it’s in the Black 
Sea or in parts of Ukraine,” could be an 
additional step taken in the future. 

He called on Russia to release the 22 
sailors and two Security Service officers 
who were detained and subsequently taken 

to Moscow to face civil charg-
es of trespassing. Mr. Volker 
voiced concern that they are 
not being treated as prisoners 
of war. Therefore, he pulled 
his offer to visit Moscow after 
the Russian naval attack in 
the Black Sea. 

“Over the summer and 
early autumn, I exchanged 
some correspondence with 
my Russian counterpart to see 
if they were anywhere closer 
to being willing to come to an 
agreement [on peace],” Mr. 
Volker said. “The answer is no, 
they’re not. Likewise, I’m not 
in a position then to go to 
Moscow for these Minsk 
[peace agreement] purposes 
at a time when Russia is now 
holding these Ukrainian sailors.”

The State Department’s point man on 
the Donbas war also confirmed that Russia 
has an invasion force at Ukraine’s borders 
and that it’s bigger than the one Kyiv faced 
at the outset of war in 2014. 

Regarding Russia’s military build-up, he 
said, “Yes, that is all true.” 

Ambassador Volker continued: “This is 

something that has happened over a period 
of years. Russia invaded Ukraine, it took 
Crimea, it is occupying the Donbas, and it 
has, within Russia, built up significant mili-
tary capacity, and also in Crimea [it has] 
built up significant military capacity over 
time. So it is much larger than was there 
before all the conflict started.”

Metropolitan Epifaniy (center), head of the newly established Orthodox Church of 
Ukraine, stands next to President Petro Poroshenko (left) and Metropolitan Emmanuel 
(Adamakis) of France inside the 11th-century St. Sophia Cathedral in Kyiv on December 

15 during the Unification Synod of church leaders that elected him by secret ballot. 

Presidential Administration of Ukraine

(Continued on page 30)

Special Representative for Ukraine Negotiations Kurt 
Volker during a telephonic news briefing conducted 

from Brussels.

U.S. Mission to the EU
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U.S. congratulates new Church 

The United States has congratulated 
Ukraine’s new national Orthodox Church 
on its autonomy from Russia, a move that 
has incensed Moscow and further height-
ened tensions between Russia and Ukraine. 
In a statement on December 17, the U.S. 
State Department said it sent its congratu-
lations to the new Church’s leader, 
Metropolitan Epifaniy, calling it “a historic 
moment for Ukraine.” State Department 
spokesman Robert Palladino said in a state-
ment: “The United States maintains unwav-
ering support for Ukraine and respects the 
freedom to worship unhindered by outside 
interference. The right to religious freedom 
extends to all Ukrainians, including those 
choosing to join – or not to join – the new 
Orthodox Church.” (RFE/RL)

Bolton: No Trump-Putin meeting 

U.S. national security adviser John 
Bolton says there will be no meeting 
between President Donald Trump and 
Russian President Vladimir Putin while 
Moscow still holds the Ukrainian ships and 
sailors it seized near Crimea. “I don’t see 
circumstances in the foreseeable future 
where such a meeting could take place 
until the ships and the crews are released,” 
Mr. Bolton told reporters on December 13. 
Russia seized three Ukrainian Navy ships 
on November 25 and arrested 24 sailors in 
the Kerch Strait that links the Black Sea 
with the Sea of Azov. NATO has pledged 
support for Ukraine’s navy, with Secretary-
General Jens Stoltenberg saying on 
December 13 that “Russia must immediate-
ly release the sailors and ships they seized 
and allow freedom of navigation including 
free access to Ukrainian ports in the Sea of 
Azov.” He added, “This is part of Russia’s 
pattern of destabilizing behavior.” 
Presidents Putin and Trump briefly dis-
cussed the matter on the sidelines of the 
Group of 20 summit in Argentina on 
December 1, the Kremlin said. On the eve of 
the summit, Mr. Trump announced he 
would not hold a formal one-on-one meet-
ing with Mr. Putin, citing the Kerch Strait 
incident. (RFE/RL, based on reporting by 
Reuters and DPA)

EU prolongs economic sanctions 

European Union leaders at a summit in 
Brussels on December 13 said economic 
sanctions against Russia for its actions in 
Ukraine will be prolonged for another six 
months, with the official rollover expected 
next week. The sanctions, which mainly 
target the Russian banking and energy sec-
tors, were first imposed in the summer of 
2014 and have been extended every six 
months since then. “EU unanimously pro-
longs economic sanctions against Russia 
given zero progress in implementation of 
Minsk agreements,” European Council 
President Donald Tusk tweeted from the 
summit, referring to peace accords bro-
kered by Germany and France in the 
Belarusian capital to end conflict in eastern 
Ukraine. The sanctions came in response to 
Russia’s annexation of Ukraine’s Crimea 
region in 2014 and its support for “separat-
ists” in eastern Ukraine in a conflict that 
has killed more than 10,300 over the past 
four-and-a-half-years. The measures were 
due to expire next month, but lifting them 
depends on whether the EU considers that 
Russia is respecting the Minsk peace agree-
ments. EU leaders also discussed an inci-
dent in the Sea of Azov last month in which 
Russia seized three Ukrainian Navy ships 
and 24 crewmen. They also adopted con-
clusions that do not condemn Moscow for 
the incident nor do they call for more sanc-
tions, but state that “The EU stands ready 
to adopt measures to strengthen further its 
support, including in favor of the affected 
areas of Ukraine.” The conclusions also 
state that “there is no justification for the 
use of military force by Russia,” adding that 
“the European Council requests the imme-
diate release of all detained Ukrainian sea-
men as well as the return of the seized ves-
sels and free passage of all ships through 
the Kerch Strait [between the Sea of Azov 
and the Black Sea].” (RFE/RL, with report-
ing by AFP, AP, DPA and Reuters)

U.S. conducts observation flight 

The United States says it carried out an 
“extraordinary” flight over Ukraine under 
an international military surveillance trea-

(Continued on page 12)
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by Vladimir Socor
Eurasia Daily Monitor

Russia perpetrated acts of war against 
Ukraine in the Kerch Strait and the adjacent 
portion of the Black Sea on November 25 
(see Eurasia Daily Monitor, November 26, 
28 and 29). Moreover, during the preceding 
months, Russia had systematically and 
aggressively obstructed Ukrainian and 
international shipping in the Sea of Azov 
(see EDM, February 22, April 12, May 22 
and 31, June 11 and 28, November 6).

Western and Ukrainian responses to 
these events have often revealed confusion 
about the legal status of the Azov Sea and 
the Kerch Strait. Misunderstandings 
include: referencing the international law 
of the sea in connection with the Azov Sea 
and the Kerch Strait, terming the Kerch 
Strait an international waterway, or pro-
posing Western naval expeditions into the 
Azov Sea.

For its part, Russia has countered with 
arbitrary interpretations of the Azov Sea’s 
and the Kerch Strait’s legal statuses – inter-
pretations that Russia alone is presently 
able to impose through force in the theater. 
Western and Ukrainian confusion, as well 
as Russian rejoinders, stems from legal and 
pseudo-legal complexities injected by 
Russia into what passes for the legal status 
of the Azov Sea and the Kerch Strait.

Whether a legal status of these two bod-
ies of water exists is questionable. To the 
extent to which it exists, it is murky. 
Moscow has shaped it this way because 
Russian policies thrive on exploiting legal 
vacuums covered by Russian-composed 
legal formulae, whereby Russia de facto 
holds sway.

The purported legal status of these two 
bodies of water is codified in the Treaty on 
Cooperation Between the Russian 
Federation and Ukraine on the Use of the 
Azov Sea and the Kerch Strait, signed in 
December 2003 and ratified by the parlia-
ments  of both countries in April 2004 (text 
in Diplomaticheskii Vestnik, No. 1, 2004).

The content of this treaty forms Russia’s 
legal basis for its recent use of force in the 
Azov Sea and the Kerch Strait. However, 
Russia has been itself in breach of this and 
other treaties by seizing Crimea in 2014 – a 
move that has unilaterally overturned the 
hitherto agreed-upon basis for the inter-
pretation and application of the 2003 trea-
ty.

Under the terms of the 2003 treaty, the 
legal status of the Azov Sea and the Kerch 
Strait is (or purports to be) a purely bilater-
al arrangement between Russia and 
Ukraine. Strict bilateralism is meant to pre-
clude (or purports to preclude) Ukraine’s 
recourse to international law to protect its 
safety and economic interests in these bod-
ies of water and Ukrainian coastal areas.

This treaty defines the Azov Sea and the 
Kerch Strait as “historically internal waters 
of the Russian Federation and Ukraine” 
(the qualifier “historically internal” is 
meant to emphasize that they never had an 
international status in the past). The “Sea of 
Azov shall be delimited along the line of the 
state border by agreement between the 
two sides.” Similarly, “issues related to the 
waters of the Kerch Strait shall be settled 
by agreement between the sides.” There is 
no reference to national sectors in connec-
tion with the border in the Azov Sea, and 
no mention of a border in the Kerch Strait 
(Article 1).

Commercial ships and warships under 
either the Russian flag or the Ukrainian flag 
shall enjoy freedom of movement in the 
Azov Sea and the Kerch Strait. Commercial 
ships under third countries’ flags, headed 
for Russian or Ukrainian ports or returning 
from them, however, “may [sic] access the 
Azov Sea and pass through the Kerch 
Strait.” Whereas “warships and other non-
commercial ships” belonging to third 
states, headed for Russian or Ukrainian 
ports, “may access the Azov Sea and pass 
through the Kerch Strait by invitation or 
permission from one of the Sides [Russia or 
Ukraine] agreed upon with the other Side.” 
This provides a basis for a Russian veto on 
any Ukrainian invitation or permission 
(Article 2).

Russia and Ukraine shall regulate all 
questions related to shipping, navigation, 
search-and-rescue, fishing, ecology and 
other matters in the Azov Sea and the 
Kerch Strait either on the basis of existing 
agreements or by concluding new ones – a 
potentially open-ended situation of “ex lex” 
or legal void here (Article 3).

Any disputes over this treaty’s interpre-
tation and application shall be resolved 
bilaterally, “as well as through other peace-
ful means chosen by the Sides” – again, a 
basis for a Russian veto on non-bilateral 
solutions (Article 4).

The treaty’s preamble (which is non-
binding) contains a double reference to the 
1997 bilateral inter-state treaty (whereby 
Russia had legally recognized Ukraine’s ter-
ritorial integrity and existing borders) and 
the treaty on the border between Russia 
and Ukraine (signed in January 2003, and 
not covering the Azov Sea). The preamble 
to the treaty on the Azov Sea and the Kerch 
Strait commits Russia and Ukraine to 
resolve any issues by peaceful means only, 
“jointly or by agreement” (i.e., on a bilateral 
basis only).

This treaty is equally revelatory through 
its omissions. The Russian side undoubted-
ly pre-programmed those omissions, and 
the Ukrainian side (under then-President 
Leonid Kuchma) caved in when signing the 
treaty in December 2003.

Those omissions are glaring. The treaty 
makes no reference to general internation-
al law, nor to the United Nations 
Convention on the Law of the Sea 
(UNCLOS). The Russian-Ukrainian treaty 
does not mention any national maritime 
sectors or exclusive economic zones. Nor 
does it provide for any third-party arbitra-
tion of disputes, other than purely bilateral 
settlement. The treaty carries no time 
frame of its validity, no expiry date and no 
procedure for treaty termination. It is, in 
Russia’s intention, a treaty that should bind 
Ukraine in perpetuity to arrangements 
inherently favoring Russia and which 
Russia can further interpret at will through 
the threat or actual use of force, as demon-
strated recently.

Facing this situation, the Ukrainian gov-
ernment and public circles are now debat-
ing whether they can unilaterally denounce 
the 2003 bilateral treaty with Russia and 
embrace international maritime law 
instead.

Ukraine had signed the treaty on 
“Cooperation in the Use of the Azov Sea and 
the Kerch Strait,” under the threat of forc-
ible Russian seizure of the Kerch Strait’s 
navigable channel from Ukraine. This took 

Azov Sea, Kerch Strait: Evolution
of their purported legal status
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Russia says “no” to OSCE monitors in Azov Sea and Kerch Strait
by Vladimir Socor

Eurasia Daily Monitor 

Russia has rejected the German govern-
ment’s proposal to deploy monitors of the 
Organization for Security and Cooperation 
in Europe (OSCE) to the Azov Sea and 
Kerch Strait. The mission would have been 
tasked with monitoring shipping in those 
two bodies of water and reporting on inter-
ference with freedom of navigation (see 
Eurasia Daily Monitor, December 3, 5, 10).

German Chancellor Angela Merkel made 
this proposal to Russian President Vladimir 
Putin, aiming to mitigate Russia’s interfer-
ence with Ukrainian and international ship-
ping in the Azov Sea and Kerch Strait. The 
obstruction of commercial shipping (arbi-
trary stop-and-detain in the sea by Russian 
gunboats, deliberate bottling up of ships in 
the strait by Russian port authorities) had 
become systematic in recent months (see 
EDM, February 22, April 12, May 22, 31, 
June 11, 28, November 6). And the situation 
reached a point of crisis with the November 
25 attack and capture by Russia of three 
Ukrainian naval vessels and their crew as 
they tried to enter the Kerch Strait from the 
Black Sea (see EDM, November 26, 28, 29).

With those actions, Russia widened its 
war against Ukraine from land to sea, and 
from a bilateral military aggression to a 
general disruption of international com-
merce in those bodies of water. These 
forms of horizontal escalation are unprece-
dented in Russia’s conflict undertakings 
against neighboring countries. Russia’s lat-
est actions perturbed Western European 
diplomacy’s accustomed conflict-manage-

ment model, namely de-escalation and 
“conflict-freezing” in uneasy cooperation 
with Russian diplomacy.

Chancellor Merkel responded with three 
instruments of cooperative conflict-man-
agement that Berlin had, in part, initiated 
and helped to develop since the beginning 
of Russia’s war against Ukraine. These 
instruments are Ms. Merkel’s telephone 
hotline to Mr. Putin; mediation in the 
“Normandy” format (Russia, Ukraine, 
Germany, France); and the OSCE’s Special 
Monitoring Mission (SMM) in Ukraine, 
which observes the armistice in the 
Donetsk-Luhansk area on land, and would 
now be expanded to a maritime environ-
ment. The German and French govern-
ments, however, rejected proposals to use 
the fourth instrument at their (and the 
European Union’s) disposal, namely an 
uptick in the limited economic sanctions 
already in place against Russia.

Instantly responding to Russia’s 
November 25 attack on Ukrainian vessels, 
Germany and France notified the European 
Union of their intention to mediate 
between Russia and Ukraine and to involve 
the OSCE’s SMM in the maritime domain. 
By the same token, Berlin and Paris ruled 
out other EU members’ suggestions – via 
the EU’s Austrian presidency – to add new 
sanctions on Russia. The Germans, in par-
ticular, argued that adding sanctions would 
jeopardize the diplomatic handling of the 
situation (Die Welt, November 28). 
Although Germany always makes a point of 
seating the diminished France at a corner 
of the Normandy table, the French govern-
ment was practically invisible in this 

 NEWS ANALYSIS

Quotable notes
“…The energy security of our European partners and allies has been a longstand-

ing strategic priority for the United States, and, given Russia’s aggression in recent 
days, this is a good time to spotlight our diplomacy on transatlantic energy security.

The United States has strongly condemned the recent Russian aggression in the Sea 
of Azov. We’ve called Russia’s closure of the Kerch Strait a clear violation of internation-
al laws. Russia’s actions only strengthen the international consensus that views the 
proposed Nord Stream 2 pipeline as a direct affront to Europe’s own energy and 
national security goals. It strengthens those dependencies that we’re speaking about.

Many in Europe certainly recognize the centrality of energy diversity in achieving 
energy security. More European countries are recognizing this importance every day, 
and the European Union is doing a lot. The EU is opening its markets, is encouraging 
projects of common interest, key energy infrastructure projects. ...

Nord Stream 2 and an expanded Turkish Stream pipeline …seek to deepen depen-
dence rather than strengthen security. They are not commercial projects; they are 
political tools. Unlike the United States, Russia’s energy companies are an extension 
of the state, and the Russian state uses energy for coercive political aims. ...

U.S. opposition to Nord Stream 2 is rooted in our abiding concern that the pipeline 
presents broad geostrategic threats to Europe’s security, a point that we have consis-
tently conveyed to leaders across the continent. The secretary reminds us that, 
quote, ‘We do not want our European friends to fall prey to the kind of political and 
economic manipulation Russia has attempted in Ukraine since it cast off its Soviet 
shackles.’ ...”

– U.S. Assistant Secretary of State Francis R. Fannon of the Bureau of Energy 
Resources, speaking on December 11 from the U.S.-European Media Hub in Brussels 
during a telephonic press briefing.

instance, engulfed in a crisis at home. On 
the other hand, Germany’s novice Foreign 
Affairs Minister Heiko Maas (a young Social 
Democrat in the Christian-Democrat-led 
government) emerged as an active player 
in tandem with Chancellor Merkel and even 
in the lead role at times.

Ms. Merkel met with Mr. Putin during 
the G20 summit in Argentina, on November 
30-December 1, and proposed involving 
the OSCE’s SMM in the Azov-Kerch situa-
tion. Chancellor Merkel elicited President 
Putin’s consent to the holding of a 
Normandy meeting, at the level of their top 
advisors, in Berlin, on December 11, in 
order to draw up a mutually agreed con-
cept for such a mission. Immediately fol-
lowing the Buenos Aires meeting, however, 
Mr. Putin’s spokesperson, Dmitry Peskov, 
declared that “Kerch” cannot be a topic for 
discussion in the Normandy format 
(Interfax, December 2). The special signifi-
cance of this exclusion seemed to have 
gone unnoticed in Berlin.

On December 6, Foreign Affairs Minister 
Maas brought up the idea of an OSCE SMM 
operation in the Azov Sea and Kerch Strait 
during the OSCE’s year-end ministerial 
conference in Milan. Unlike most OSCE con-
ferences, this one enjoyed heavy atten-
dance by media and many interested lay 
parties. Mr. Maas did not mention the 
German proposal in his speech; but he did 
bring it up in separate discussions with the 
Russian and Ukrainian foreign affairs min-
isters, Sergei Lavrov and Pavlo Klimkin, 
respectively. The issue under consideration 
was to expand the SMM’s mandate (and, 
presumably, its size), so as to cover the 
Azov-Kerch area as well. According to Mr. 
Maas, speaking informally, Mr. Lavrov 
reacted “very, very skeptically,” while Mr. 
Klimkin found the idea “reasonable,” albeit 
with the reservation that international 
involvement is a task for the United Nations 
primarily (Ukrinform, December 6; 
Deutsche Welle, December 7). 

Mr. Klimkin apparently was careful to 
avoid interference with the US-Ukrainian 
proposal for a U.N.-led peacekeeping opera-
tion in Donetsk-Luhansk, which has been 
under consideration in a separate U.S.-
Russia negotiation format (see EDM, 
September 22, 2017; Interfax, May 10, 
2018; Reuters, June 11, 2018).

Mr. Lavrov lifted a curtain’s corner on 
the German proposal in his concluding 
press conference at the Milan meeting of 
OSCE foreign affairs ministers. Russia’s top 
diplomat came close to dismissing the pro-
posal, both on formal grounds (the OSCE 
SMM has a specific mandate, is confined to 
specific areas of Ukraine) and intrinsically: 
the proposed observation and mediation 
are unnecessary in the Azov-Kerch area, 
whereas “the solution is that the rules of 
passage should be strictly respected,” clear-
ly implying Russian-made rules. Still, 
“nobody will forbid [i.e., if Mr. Putin allows 
it] discussing the proposal in Berlin on 
December 11,” Mr. Lavrov declared (RIA 
Novosti, December 7; see article below).

Ms. Merkel initiated a telephone call to 
Mr. Putin on December 10 to discuss (at the 
top of several items) the OSCE SMM’s pro-
posed expansion. She additionally sought 
(as had Mr. Maas from Mr. Lavrov) the 
release of captured Ukrainian sailors and 
the vessels. A telling discrepancy exists 
between the two official readouts of the 
phone call in terms of geography: Berlin’s 
readout referred to “the Kerch Strait,” while 
the Kremlin’s readout referred to “the Azov 
Sea and Black Sea,” excluding the Kerch 
Strait. The Kremlin’s readout was, appar-
e n t ly,  a n o t h e r  m i s s e d  wa r n i n g 
(Bundeskanzlerin .de ,  Kremlin .ru , 
December 10; see accompanying article).

On the same day in Brussels, the Council 
of the European Union, at the level of for-
eign affairs ministers, convened to prepare 
the EU’s biannual summit, scheduled for 
December 14. This summit was to discuss 
the prolongation of European sanctions on 
Russia at the regular, six-month interval. 
Approval of the prolongation (“rollover”) is 
a foregone conclusion in the political con-
text of the Azov-Kerch events. However, Mr. 
Maas – speaking for Ms. Merkel as well as 
on his own authority – made a point of rul-
ing out any new sanctions. In his logic (like 
Ms. Merkel’s), new sanctions would be 
incompatible with the goal of de-escalation 
in the Azov-Kerch theater and beyond it 
(Auswaertiges-amt.de, December 10).

The Normandy meeting took place as 
intended on December 11, in Berlin, at the 
level of top advisors. The location (in or 

by Vladimir Socor
Eurasia Daily Monitor 

German Chancellor Angela Merkel has 
offered a sanitized account of the failed 
“Normandy” meeting (Russia, Ukraine, 
Germany, France) that discussed the crisis in 
the Azov Sea and Kerch Strait. The meeting 
was held in Berlin on December 11 in almost 
complete secrecy (see article above), and a 
visibly disappointed head of the German 
government provided a glimpse into it on 
the following day, in her regular (pre-sched-
uled) questions-and-answers session in the 
Bundestag (DPA, December 12).

“We have sought to achieve an enlarge-
ment of the OSCE’s mission in Ukraine to 
the Kerch Strait and Azov Sea, but Russia 
has rejected this. For our part, we certainly 
cannot accept [Russia’s] de facto claim to 
take over the Azov Sea.” The German gov-
ernment now seeks “Russia’s consent at 
least for German and French representa-
tives to observe the passage of ships,” Ms. 
Merkel said. Mr. Putin indicated to her that 
a reasonable degree of access will be possi-
ble for ships, but Ms. Merkel added, “we 
need to see deeds in this regard,” plus the 
release of Ukrainian sailors and vessels 
(DPA, December 12). 

According to Russian state media, Ms. 
Merkel added that those German and 
French observers would need “full authori-
ty at least for the Azov Sea” (RIA Novosti, 
December 12) – a codicil (and discount) 
indicating a more accurate understanding 
of the local nuances than may have been 
the case at the initiation of this proposal.

The proposal was, unquestionably, well-

intended and deserving of a more serious 
hearing than it received, but was flawed on a 
number of counts. It was hastily improvised 
after the crisis had reached the point of 
eruption, although it had been brewing for 
six months with little international notice.

Changing the mandate of an OSCE field 
mission (in effect, creating a new mandate) 
is a laborious, time-consuming and ulti-
mately counter-productive operation, due to 
Russian diplomacy’s bad faith in the OSCE. 
Using its veto power, Russia has made sure 
to compromise the mandate and structure 
of all OSCE “conflict-management” missions 
and forums in former Soviet territories, 
resulting in dysfunctional missions, vulnera-
ble to Russian sabotage while they operate, 
and allowing wide scope for Russian manip-
ulation of the situation on the ground 
(examples: Transnistria, the Georgia Border 
Monitoring Operation, South Ossetia, Minsk 
Group on Karabakh, and the Special 
Monitoring Mission, SMM, in Donbas as a 
recent example). The oft-invoked logic is 
that even a flawed operation under the 
OSCE is preferable to having nothing. 

Western governments typically ignore 
or overlook crises (recurrently Russian-
made) until they erupt, then rush to the 
OSCE to address the crisis under time pres-
sure, negotiate an OSCE mission’s mandate 
with a veto-wielding Russia and succumb 
to the logic of “better a flawed mission than 
no mission.” This logic – invoked by govern-
ments of European Union and North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) mem-
ber countries – ironically serves as an alibi 

Lessons from Germany’s failed proposal
on the Azov Sea and the Kerch Strait

(Continued on page 4)

(Continued on page 4)
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 The Ukrainian Weekly Press Fund: October 2018

Amount Name City State
$250.00 Plast Tabir Ptashat, Soyuzivka Kerhonkson NY
$100.00 Baran Andrij Saratoga Spgs NY 
 Deychakiwsky Yuriy & Irena North Potomac MD 
 Martiuk Marijka Ramsey NJ 
 Pankiw Andrew Upper Arlington OH
$65.00 Holowinsky Yurij Maryville TN
$60.00 Klufas Oksana San Antonio TX 
 McGrath Michael Franklin Square NY
$50.00 Holowinsky-Chen Mary Belle Mead NJ 
 Kondratiuk Leonid Belmont MA 
 Riszko John Orchard Park NY 
 Vena Tanya West Orange NJ 
 Wakulowska Wictoria Philadelphia PA 
 Wronskyj Wolodymyr Greenlawn NY
$40.00 Bodnar-Balahutrak Lydia Houston TX 
 Rakowsky Alexandra Riverhead NY 
 Zaplitny Paul Richmond Hill NY
$30.00 Kilar Roman North Fort Myers FL

$25.00 Breslawec Katia Tonka Bay MN 
 Kashuba Ostap Chicago IL 
 Makar Michael Shoreham NY 
 Marushak L Cerritos CA 
	 Maziak	Roman	&	Julianna	 Bloomfield	Hills	 MI 
 Nahnybida Symon Basking Ridge NJ
$20.00 Balko William Denville NJ 
 Baltarowich Oksana Huntingdon Vy PA 
 Bekersky Lesia Whitesboro NY 
 Bonacorsa Christine Belleville NJ 
 Chraplyvy Andrew Matawan NJ 
 Danysh Natalie Greenwich CT 
 Dubas Ann Wayne NJ 
 Futey Bohdan Annapolis MD 
 Galonzka Antin & Julianne Walpole MA 
 Jemetz Irena Warners NY 
 Milanytch Nickolas North Port FL 
 Mirchuk Ihor Easton PA 
 Prock Catherine Frackville PA 
 Rishiy Christina Trenton NJ 
 Smith Christine Harrisburg PA 

 Sokolyk Stephen Richardson TX 
 Trojan Nadia Watertown CT 
 Turczeniuk Bohdan Elkins Park PA 
 Tymkiw Stephan Millersville MD 
	 Warshona	M	 Mayfield	 NY
$15.00 Bejger Bohdan Buffalo NY 
 Hanas Orest & Zirka Timonium MD 
 Zaplitny Sophie  Battle Creek MI
$10.00 Bilash Borislaw & Natalia Millburn NJ 
 Czuczman Myron Randolph NJ 
 Myr Patricia Philadelphia PA 
 Petryshyn Helen Sarasota FL 
 Pihut Zenon Austin TX 
 Prokopovych Irynej Calabasas CA 
 Skirka Nicholas Yonkers NY 
 Zacharczuk Danylo & Xenia Worcester PA 
 Zurawski Bogdan Clifton NJ 
 Zyruk Hanna Wilmington DE

TOTAL: $1,980.00

The Ukrainian Weekly Press Fund: November 2018
Amount Name City State
$5,000.00 Mazur Leonard L & Helena Mountain Lakes NJ
$250.00 Goy Roman Catonsville MD 
 Hrycelak George Elmwood Park IL
$120.00 Steck Ulana Mississauga ON
$115.00 Shandor Bohdan Bonita Springs FL
$110.00 Guty John Greely ON
$100.00 Bula Walter Columbus NJ 
 Dashawetz Yaroslav & Oksana Cragsmoor NY 
 Hayuk Hlib Lakewood CO 
 Ivanonko Zenon Vestal NY 
 Korlatowych Marko & Eugenia Strongsville OH 
 Olds Natalie Fenton MI 
 Pankiw Andrew Upper Arlington OH

$40.00 Hruszkewycz Christine Derwood MD
$30.00 Korkatsch-Groszko Maria Glen Ellyn IL 
 Sklierenko Bohdan & Luba Mississauga ON
$25.00 Hrycak Olga Morristown NJ 
 Hursky-Devassal Anna Gwynedo Valley PA 
 Kolos Bohdan Toronto ON 
 Psiuk Anna Monroe Twp NJ 
 Skyba Andrij Harwood Heights IL 
 Zarycky Marie Warren MI
$20.00 Babiak Adrian Silver Spring MD 
 Kramarchuk Alex Jupiter FL 
 Kugler Helen Arlington Hts IL 
 Rasiak Ruslan Leesburg VA 
 Santarsiero Natalie Naples FL
$15.00 Kipa Albert Allentown PA 

 Kolody Zenovia East Windsor NJ
$10.00 Bellinger Marian Riverton WY 
 Gebet Gary El Cajon CA 
 Keske Luba Woodland Hills CA 
 Pawlowsky Myron Winnipeg MB 
 Salywon Andrew Phoenix AZ 
 Sawycky Daniel Croton-on-Hudson NY 
 Zabijaka V Silver Spring MD
$5.00 Eberhart Elayne Jackson MI 
 Mazurkevich Ulana Elkins Park PA 
 Movchan-Novak Ola Spring Hill FL 
 Potichnyj Peter Ancaster ON 
 Sarachman Chrystyna Philadelphia PA
 
TOTAL: $7,020.00

Sincere thanks to all contributors to The Ukrainian Weekly Press Fund. 
The Ukrainian Weekly Press Fund is the only fund dedicated exclusively to supporting the work of this publication.

CANADEM recruiting  
long-term electoral observers

UCC

OTTAWA – On December 6, Canada’s Minister of 
Foreign Affairs Chrystia Freeland and Minister of 
International Development Marie-Claude Bibeau 
announced up to $24 million in support for Ukraine’s 
democracy ahead of the 2019 election cycle in Ukraine.

The sum of $11 million has been specifically identified 
for election observer missions. CANADEM has been iden-
tified as the implementing partner and is now recruiting 
long-term electoral observers (LTOs) for Ukraine’s presi-
dential and parliamentary elections.

The presidential election is scheduled for March 31, 
2019, with a possible runoff on April 21, 2019, and 
Parliamentary elections are scheduled for October 27, 
2019.

CANADEM is particularly looking for candidates who 
are ideally able to commit to both elections. However, 
they are willing to accept applications for either election 
individually.

Tentative deployment dates for selected observers to 
the presidential election are February 11 to April 7, 2019, 
(if there is only one round) or, in case of runoff elections, 
LTOs would remain in the field until April 28, 2019.

Tentative deployment dates for parliamentary elec-
tions are the last week of August until the first week of 
November 2019.

Those interested and available may apply at the 
Mission Canada website www.canademmissions.ca. The 
deadline for applications is January 2.

The application will give volunteers an opportunity to 
mark your availability for both elections (not just for LTO, 
but also for short-term deployment). 

CANADEM is not currently recruiting for short-term 
observers. Another round of recruitment specific to 
short-term observers will be announced closer to the 
dates of elections. 

for the EU and NATO to eschew their inherent responsi-
bilities, leaving the field to the Russia-influenced OSCE 
instead.

Extending the OSCE’s Special Monitoring Mission to 
the Azov Sea and Kerch Strait would have resulted in the 
same predicaments that plague the existing SMM; 
although the argument “better this than nothing” is not 
entirely without merit. Still, every time this argument 
prevails, an opportunity is lost to break away from that 
self-defeating pattern.

The German proposal apparently overlooked Russia’s 
pseudo-legalistic, manipulative differentiation between 
the status of the Azov Sea and that of the Kerch Strait 
(see EDM, December 3, 5, 10). An international organiza-
tion’s operation (even a humanitarian one, let alone a 
security operation) is totally unacceptable to Russia in a 
territory deemed as belonging to Russia. It was “Boris 
Yeltsin’s Russia” that barely tolerated an OSCE Assistance 
Group to Chechnya in 1995: the humanitarian office shut 
down for good in 2002. When the OSCE’s SMM was 
deployed to Donetsk-Luhansk in 2014, Russia successful-
ly vetoed an SMM presence (or any OSCE presence) in 
Crimea, claiming that that the just-annexed peninsula 
belonged to Russia. 

The Azov Sea has the official legal status of an interior 
water shared by Russia and Ukraine. As such, the chance 

that Russia would accept OSCE monitors in the Azov Sea 
was next to nil; particularly since extending the SMM 
from the conflict-torn Donbas to the Azov Sea would 
have implied that this Russian interior sea is also con-
flict-torn and susceptible to international oversight – an 
implication that is anathema to Russia. The Kerch Strait, 
meanwhile, is as much of a “sacred Russian” interior 
waterway as the “sacred Russian” Crimea, which has 
given Moscow full possession of the Strait. There was 
zero chance that Russia would accept the presence of the 
OSCE – or any international – monitors in the Kerch 
Strait. Nor would the Kremlin have accepted the image 
setback that would have resulted from such a presence.

Apparently, Berlin missed the repeated warning sig-
nals in this regard, that were contained in Mr. Lavrov’s 
remarks and the Kremlin’s press releases (see related 
article on page 3). Apparently again, Berlin has under-
stood some of these nuances, as Ms. Merkel indirectly 
communicated in her remarks to the Bundestag. Perhaps 
the Normandy-format meeting intended for January 
would, if held, occasion more creative proposals from 
Berlin. However, failure remains likely if Germany and 
the EU refrain from adding economic sanctions on 
Russia, on the mistaken logic that more sanctions jeopar-
dize a political solution. Whereas, in fact, more sanctions 
could facilitate a solution on Western terms.

The article above is reprinted from Eurasia Daily 
Monitor with permission from its publisher, the Jamestown 
Foundation, www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 3)

Lessons...

(Continued from page 3)

Russia says...

near Berlin) remained undisclosed, and the German gov-
ernment’s chief spokesperson merely confirmed that the 
meeting dealt with “de-escalation and dialogue” 
(Deutsche Welle, DPA, Ukrinform, December 11, 12). The 
main participants in the meeting are known to have been 
Jan Hecker, the head of the foreign policy department of 
Ms. Merkel’s Chancellery, and Kostyantin Yeliseyev, the 
deputy head of Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko’s 

Administr ation and the coordinator of Kyiv’s conflict-reso-
lution diplomacy. The Russian and French participants 
have yet to be publicly identified.

This meeting failed to produce Russian acceptance for 
extending the OSCE SMM operation to the Azov-Kerch 
area. The Russian side attended the Berlin meeting only to 
reject the German proposal. Another meeting in the same 
format is intended to be held in January, to discuss some 
other ideas that Germany might present.

The article above is reprinted from Eurasia Daily 
Monitor with permission from its publisher, the Jamestown 
Foundation, www.jamestown.org. 
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On December 15 – a date that will go down in the history of Ukraine and the 
Ukrainian people – the spiritual divorce between Russia and Ukraine came one step 
closer to being finalized and another nail sealed the coffin of Russian influence on the 
Orthodox Church in Ukraine. 

On that day, the Unification Synod at St. Sofia Cathedral in Kyiv elected 39-year-old 
Metropolitan Epifaniy (born Serhiy Dumenko) of Pereyaslav and Bila Tserkva of the 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church – Kyiv Patriarchate as metropolitan of Kyiv and All 
Ukraine, primate of the Orthodox Church of Ukraine.

 Metropolitan Epifaniy’s public messages since his election have underscored the 
need to encourage unity during the trying times that Ukraine has been enduring 
since Russia’s invasion of Crimea in 2014. 

That unity has been reflected in the greetings the new primate has received from 
Patriarch Sviatoslav, major-archbishop of the Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church; 
Bishop Bronislav Bernatsky, head of the Conference of the Roman Catholic Bishops of 
Ukraine; leaders of the Protestant Churches in Ukraine; as well as the Muslim com-
munity in Ukraine. 

Beyond Ukraine, Metropolitan Epifaniy has been acknowledged and congratulated 
by the Vatican, and a letter of congratulations and invitation to concelebrate divine 
liturgy on January 6 in Istanbul came from the Ecumenical Patriarchate of 
Constantinople. A letter of greetings was sent from the Council of Bishops of the 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the U.S.A. 

Ukrainian World Congress President Paul Grod, in his statement said: “We con-
gratulate all Orthodox Ukrainians with this truly historic moment. Only on the foun-
dation of unification, in Ukraine and throughout the world, will Ukrainians become 
ever stronger in defending their faith, the interests of their nation, their free, inde-
pendent and democratic state.”

The U.S. government, through various government officials, issued statements of 
congratulations on the election of Metropolitan Epifaniy and supported the defense 
of the right to religious freedom in Ukraine. President Andriy Futey of the Ukrainian 
Congress Committee of America also held a congratulatory meeting with 
Metropolitan Epifaniy. 

Canada’s Foreign Policy (@CanadaFP) Twitter account offered congratulatory 
greetings to Metropolitan Epifaniy and called the establishment of the new united 
Church a “historic moment for religious freedom and Ukraine.”  

Alexandra Chyczij, national president of the Ukrainian Canadian Congress, stated: 
“The establishment of the Orthodox Church of Ukraine is cause for all Ukrainians, no 
matter their faith or confession, to rejoice. For millions of Ukrainians, the establish-
ment of the Church and its recognition by world Orthodoxy, has been awaited for 
many decades. We sincerely congratulate all Ukrainians on this historic event.” 

Metropolitan Epifaniy is scheduled to receive the Tomos of autocephaly – the offi-
cial document recognizing the independent Orthodox Church of Ukraine – from 
Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew in Istanbul on January 6 (The feast of Theophany 
according to the Gregorian calendar). 

In an interview with Radio Liberty, Metropolitan Epifaniy explained that the new 
Church will be the spiritual foundation and pillar of the Ukrainian state in these diffi-
cult times and explained how it would continue to work with the representatives of 
the Moscow Patriarchate who did not join the united Church. “When a Tomos is 
granted, this will be evidence that we are in fact an independent autocephalous 
Church. Then we will begin to work, communicate, invite, show love and mutual 
respect. On this basis, I think, they will gradually understand that there is no other 
way out than to be part of this united Ukrainian Church and jointly build our future,” 
Metropolitan Epifaniy said, adding, the parishes of the Moscow Patriarchate “are 
inside the fold of the Russian Orthodox Church, having Ukrainian registration.”

Left out of all of the celebrations, by directives of Russian Patriarch Kirill, is the 
Russian Orthodox Church-affiliated Ukrainian Orthodox Church – Moscow 
Patriarchate (now registered as the Russian Orthodox Church in Ukraine), which has 
viewed these events as a canonical catastrophe to the point that the ROC has severed 
ties with the Ecumenical Patriarchate. The ROC has also appealed to the Vatican, the 
Anglican Church and other spiritual leaders in a desperate attempt at rallying soli-
darity to its Russian World (“Russki Mir”) hegemonic world view, while calling the 
Ukrainians schismatics. 

A major concern among Ukrainians is that Moscow (both the Kremlin and the 
Moscow Patriarchate) – while pointing the finger of blame at Ukrainians for sparking 
“spiritual unrest” – has sought to provoke violence as a pretext for protecting 
“Russian-speakers,” as was purported by President Vladimir Putin as justification for 
his military adventurism in Crimea and eastern Ukraine. This is a ploy for keeping 
Russian tentacles firmly entrenched in Ukraine’s historic church property in Ukraine.

We pray that God may grant many years to the newly established Orthodox 
Church of Ukraine and its new primate, Metropolitan Epifaniy. Axios!

The Ukrainian Weekly

Twenty-seven years ago, on January 6, 1991, Patriarch 
Mstyslav issued a Nativity Epistle as primate of a united 
Ukrainian Autocephalous Orthodox Church.  

As Ukraine was on the eve of its own political independence 
and as the world watched the onset of the collapse of the Soviet 
Union, Patriarch Mstyslav stated:

“…Precisely at this critical moment in the life of the Ukrainian people, Divine Providence, 
which heals that which is infirm and completes that which is lacking, equips our people 
with the spiritual strength and inspiration necessary for a spontaneous awakening and 
action towards the rebirth of our forefathers’ Orthodox Church, which in her internal 
administration is answerable to no one. The results of this spiritual renaissance are already 

Jan.
6
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Turning the pages back...

Christmas pastoral of the Ukrainian 
Catholic hierarchy of the U.S.A. to our clergy, 
hieromonks and brothers, religious sisters, 
seminarians and beloved faithful.

Christ is Born!
“Today Christ is Born of the Virgin in 

Bethlehem. Today, the eternal One has a 
beginning, today the Word becomes incar-
nated. All the heavenly powers rejoice, and 
all who dwell on earth are happy.  The Magi 
offer the gift to the Master, the shepherds 
proclaim the marvel; and we cry aloud 
unceasingly: Glory to God in the highest 
and on earth, peace and good will to all.”  

– Stichera at the Praises, Matins of the 
Nativity of Our Lord.

The liturgical texts of the Nativity of Our 
Lord often repeat a word, “Today,” and call 
everyone to respond to God’s invitation. 
Emmanuel – God with us – came to the 
world over 2,000 years ago and was greet-
ed with marvel by shepherds and Magi 
offering Him homage and gifts. If we want 
that joy of Christmas to invade our lives, we 
must do what the shepherds did so long 
ago. We must come to our parish churches 
and bow before the newborn King. Hope is 
available but only to those who will humble 
themselves and bow in faith before the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

We often think about Jesus Christ each 
year in the Christmas season.  We are deep-
ly touched by the beauty of the nativity 
scene and resolve to know Christ personal-
ly, follow Jesus in our daily lives and be with 
Him.  But, then the Christmas season pass-
es and the pressures of a new year lead us 
away from the manger. There is great dan-
ger in coming near to Christ but never mak-
ing a commitment. Sooner or later, we must 
make a personal commitment that Jesus 
Christ will be our Lord and Savior. Every 
time we put it off, it becomes harder the 
next time. 

May God give us the grace to make room 
in our hearts for Jesus Christ! The angel 
said, “For unto you is 
born this day in the city 
of David a Savior.” “Unto 
you.” “For you.” He came 
for us! This is where 
C h r i s t m a s  b e c o m e s 
intensely personal. It’s 
not  enough to  say 
abstractly that we believe 
Christ came. Many people 
say that and are still lost 
in their search for the liv-
ing God. It’s not enough 
to say that Christ came 
for someone else. We can 
never be saved until we 
say, “Christ came for me. 
He died for me. He rose 
from the dead for me.”  

Two thousand years 
ago God sent a gift 
wrapped in swaddling 
clothes and lying in a 
manger. Jesus is God’s 
Christmas gift to us. But 
we will never experience 
Christmas joy until we 
personally receive God’s 
gift – the Lord Jesus 
Christ. There is left to 
each of us a choice. What 
will we do with the 
C h r i s t - C h i l d  t h i s 
Christmas? Will we run 

to meet Him and make Him welcome in our 
hearts? Will we sing with the angels or will 
we be too busy to go to see the babe in the 
manger? Will we open our hearts and our 
homes to Jesus? 

Today, let us come and welcome 
Emmanuel – God with Us.  Let us with joy 
welcome Christ among us!  The beauty of 
this personal encounter with the living God 
will call us to share this “Good News” with 
others.  This is the same message the shep-
herds received from the angels. If we want 
to experience the real joy that Jesus wants 
for us, then we must learn to share! By 
sharing what God has so generously given 
to us, we will receive an even greater gift – 
the gift of joy.  This is the true joy.  It is 
found in a Person – in Jesus Christ our 
Savior. This joy flows out of a relationship 
with the One who never changes, the One 
who never lets us down, the One who never 
leaves us or forsakes us – the Lord Jesus 
Christ, our Savior.  

On this Christmas day, let us come to our 
churches and personally encounter this 
great joy.  Let us experience the life-giving 
Christ.  Then, with the deep personal con-
viction we will be able to share this “Good 
News” with those whom we encounter in 
our daily lives, and say to one another “God 
is among us”!  

Christ is Born!

+Paul Chomnycky, OSBM 
Eparch of Stamford

+Andriy Rabiy 
Apostolic Administrator of Archeparchy of 

Philadelphia

+Venedict Aleksiychuk 
Eparch of St. Nicholas in Chicago

+ Bohdan J. Danylo (author) 
Eparch of St. Josaphat in Parma

+John Bura 
Auxiliary Bishop of Philadelphia

Christmas 2018

Let us personally encounter 
the great joy of Christ among us

(Continued on page 17)

Metropolitan Epifaniy, the unifier

 CHRISTMAS PASTORAL LETTER

“Holy Supper” by Andriy Khomyk is featured on a 
Christmas card published by the Ukrainian National 

Association.
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Speech by President Poroshenko on the results of the Unifi cation Synod
Below is the text of the speech delivered 

by President Petro Poroshenko of Ukraine on 
December 15, when the results of the 
Unification Synod (council) of the Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church were announced. (The text 
was posted on the Official Website of the 
President of Ukraine.)

Glory to Ukraine!
I congratulate everyone on the creation 

of the Ukrainian Autocephalous Orthodox 
Church, which has just happened in St. 
Sophia.

Your Eminence! Your Eminences – distin-
guished representatives of His All-Holiness 
Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew! Your 
Holiness! Your Beatitude!

Fellow Ukrainians, dear and distin-
guished community convened on St. Sophia 
Square, witnessing the most important 
lines of the chronicle of Ukraine!

Such a great event is happening today.
People say it is very cold in the streets. 

But each of you over several hours of tense 
expectation was warmed by your heart and 
thrill of anticipation of a great epochal event.

Dear friends, you are not witnesses. You 
are the creators of history, which is now 
happening. You are the direct participants 
of this great sacrament, which has just hap-
pened inside St. Sophia Cathedral. The 
cathedral that Yaroslav the Wise, the son of 
the Equal-to-apostles Prince Volodymyr 
the Baptist, built a thousand years ago in 
honor of the victory over the eastern horde. 
That is why your presence here, your mass 
support was extremely important for all 
the members of the council. Frankly, I felt it, 
being among delegates at the invitation of 
His All-Holiness Patriarch Bartholomew.

So, it’s done!
Today is December 15. I ask everyone 

who is watching us now: in Ukraine, all 
over the world – remember very well. This 
day will enter or has already entered the 
history of Ukraine as a sacred day, the day 
of the creation of the Autocephalous 
Orthodox Church of Ukraine. The day of the 
final gaining of Ukrainian independence 
from Russia. And Ukraine will no longer 
drink, as Taras Shevchenko said, “Moscow’s 
poison from the Moscow’s bowl.”

This is the day of the creation of the 
Church recognized by the world Orthodoxy 
as an independent structure – just as in the 
vast majority of countries belonging to the 
Orthodox Christian tradition.

All representatives, the autocephalous 
council of the UOC-Kyiv Patriarchate, the 
cathedral and all the hierarchs of the UAOC, 
a group of bishops of the UOC – Moscow 
Patriarchate have just founded a united 
Church.

This miracle came true due to the stead-
fast position of His All-Holiness Ecumenical 
P a t r i a r c h  B a r t h o l o m e w,  o u r 
Constantinople Mother Church. It took 
advantage of the unconditional canonical 
right to heal the wounds inflicted on the 
Ukrainian Orthodoxy by several centuries 
of Moscow’s domination.

Our talks were long-lasting. But over 
this year His All-Holiness and the Synod 
decided step by step to provide autocepha-
ly. This is the first. Second, they approved 
the draft of the Tomos, certificate of inde-
pendence. Third, they lifted all the unjust 
Moscow penalties from Ukrainian bishops, 
which got out of the control of the Russian 
Orthodox Church at the dawn of indepen-
dence and began to build structures of an 
independent church. And fourth, they con-
firmed the illegality of the annexation of 
the Kyivan Metropolitanate by Moscow, 
which was carried out in the 17th century. 
They, like us, do not recognize any claims of 
the Russian Orthodox Church to Ukraine.

Therefore, as a result of the decisions of 
the Mother Church, the firm political will of 
secular authorities, the president, the 
Parliament, which supported the presi-
dent’s appeal, and most importantly of the 

Ukrainian people, due to the responsible 
position of the hierarchs of the three 
Orthodox jurisdictions today, a new united 
and independent Ukrainian Orthodox 
Church was born.

What is this Church? This is a Church 
without Putin. What is this Church? This is 
a Church without Kirill. What is this 
Church? This is a Church without prayer 
for the Russian authorities and the Russian 
army. Because the Russian authorities and 
The Russian Army kill Ukrainians. But this 
is a Church with God. This Church is with 
Ukraine.

Yesterday, in social networks, I read a 
very interesting opinion: “The Church does 
not only sing and pray. The Church raises a 
true Ukrainian citizen.” And then I recalled 
the phrase traditionally attributed to Otto 

von Bismarck: “Generals do not win the 
wars. The wars are won by school teachers 
and priests.” Of course, it should not be 
understood literally. It is about the unique 
role of the clergy and teachers in the for-
mation of the nation and in the process of 
state-building.

We are now creating an independent 

Ukraine. And this event is as important as 
the referendum on our independence 
adopted more than 27 years ago.

And what kind of citizen will be raised 
by the Church center, if it is located in a for-
eign state, moreover, in the aggressor coun-
try? Exactly not a citizen of Ukraine. The 
Kremlin does not hide the fact that it con-
siders the Russian Orthodox Church as one 
of the main instruments of influence on 
Ukraine. The situation in Ukrainian 
Orthodoxy is discussed at the Russian 
Security Council under the chairmanship of 
its president. Instead, the Ukrainian state is 
required not to interfere in its own 
Ukrainian affairs.

And when Moscow speaks about 
Ukraine as allegedly its canonical territory, 
isn’t this an encroachment on our territori-
al integrity? And aren’t we obliged to pro-
tect Ukrainian soil and the Ukrainian spirit 
in such conditions?

And we know well: in the areas where 
the Russian censer is being waved today, 
Russian missiles will strike tomorrow. At 
first, Patriarch Kirill toured Ukraine with 
the propaganda of the “Russian peace” and 
a single font, and then their tanks came. 
Obviously, the issue of autocephaly goes far 
beyond the Church’s fence. This is an issue 
of our national security. This is an issue of 
our statehood. This is an issue of the world 
politics. It is not a surprise that all the state 
leaders with whom I met over the past six 
months asked me: “What about your 
Church?” We enjoy huge and important 
support in this issue all over the world.

And when the Russian president said 
that the collapse of the USSR became for 
Russia the main geopolitical disaster of the 
20th century. “For Putin,” as Myroslav 

Marynovych wrote very well, “The provi-
sion of autocephaly to Ukrainian 
Orthodoxy is the second geopolitical disas-
ter.” But let me correct it; this time, the 
scale is not of the century, but of the millen-
nium. Let them know that.

Fellow Ukrainians!
We have once again proved that nothing 

is impossible for us. A few years ago, many 
people said that it is impossible even if 
Poroshenko is involved, even if we do 
everything. Possible. There is nothing 
impossible for us. The main thing is to 
believe in the big purpose and not to 
retreat from it. Following this principle we 
have gotten the Association Agreement. 
Following this principle we have gotten the 
visa-free regime. Following this principle 
we are moving further towards the 
European Union. And it is extremely 
important for us that all the victories will 
be with Ukraine. I want to emphasize sepa-
rately that today we have a great day. We 
will not retreat from the path we are fol-
lowing starting from 2014.

Today is a common holiday of the 
Orthodox, Greek-Catholics, Roman 
Catholics, Protestants, Jews, Muslims. In 
short, for all who value the freedom of 
Ukraine. Who value our independence. No 
patriot doubts the importance of having an 
independent Orthodox Church in an inde-
pendent Ukrainian state. Such a Church is a 
spiritual guarantor of our sovereignty. In 
December 1991, at the referendum, we 
approved the Declaration of Independence. 
In December 2018, an independent 
Orthodox Ukrainian Church was founded, 
to which the Ecumenical Patriarch will 
hand over the Tomos.

Autocephaly is part of our state pro-
European and pro-Ukrainian strategy, 
which we have been consistently imple-
menting for almost five years. All this is the 
basis of our own way of development, 
development of the state of Ukraine and 
development of our Ukrainian nation.

“Russian comrade, don’t mess with 
Ukraine!” – I quoted [Vladimir] Mayakovsky 
in August 2016 at the parade on the 25th 
anniversary of independence. And our 
Armed Forces are getting stronger every 
day. And it’s not a joke!

“Farewell, unwashed Russia” – I said on 
European Square when we gained the visa-
free regime. I quoted [Mikhail] Lermontov. 
Farewell indeed.

“Farewell to you, our tender Misha, go 
back home to your wood of fairy tales” – 
these words were addressed to Moscow in 
autumn this year. Farewell indeed.

FOR THE RECORD

is impossible for us. A few years ago, many 
people said that it is impossible even if 

everything. Possible. There is nothing 
impossible for us. The main thing is to 
believe in the big purpose and not to 
retreat from it. Following this principle we 
have gotten the Association Agreement. 

visa-free regime. Following this principle 
we are moving further towards the 

important for us that all the victories will 
be with Ukraine. I want to emphasize sepa-

Today is a common holiday of the Orthodox, 
Greek-Catholics, Roman Catholics, Protes-
tants, Jews, Muslims. In short, for all who 
value the freedom of Ukraine.  Who value our 
independence. No patriot doubts the impor-
tance of having an independent Orthodox 
Church in an independent Ukrainian state.

President Petro Poroshenko is greeted by the crowd gathered to hear the results of the 
Unification Synod of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church.

President Petro Poroshenko addresses the multitudes gathered at St. Sophia Square 
after the election of Metropolitan Epifaniy (right) was announced.

Mykola Lazarenko/Presidential Administration of Ukraine

(Continued on page 8)
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Seized Ukrainian naval commander refuses to give any testimony until Russia releases his men
by Halya Coynash

Kharkiv Human Rights 
 Protection Group

Russia’s attempt to justify its seizure of 
24 Ukrainian prisoners of war on 
November 25 by bringing criminal charges 
against the men has hit major hurdles. All 
of the men are rightly insisting that they are 
POWs, and the commander of one of the 
naval vessels has refused to talk to the so-
called “investigator” until his men are 
released. How can Russia bring criminal 
charges against his subordinates when they 
were simply obeying his orders?

Russia is denying that the men are pris-
oners of war, citing the rather bizarre argu-
ment that they cannot be POWs since 
Russia and Ukraine are not formally at war. 
They should have considered this before 
attacking and seizing Ukrainian naval ves-
sels and their crews. In fact, the situation is 
really quite unequivocal. According to the 
Geneva Convention on the Treatment of 
Prisoners of War, if military or naval ser-
vicemen were in service, wearing uniforms 
and insignia, and were seized as the result 
of an act of aggression, they are unques-
tionably prisoners of war.

Roman Mokryak, 32, is commander of the 
Berdyansk, the naval vessel that came under 
direct fire. His lawyer, Ilya Novikov, reported 
on December 12 that Mr. Mokryak has 
demanded that the “investigators” treat him 
and his men as prisoners of war. Mr. 
Mokryak further stated that he would not 
give any testimony to the Russian authorities 
until they released his men who were sim-
ply carrying out his orders. He argues that 
he is the commander and he alone answers 
for what happened aboard his vessel. 

The other lawyers representing the cap-
tured sailors confirm that they too fully 
understand that they are prisoners of war 
and have no intention of yielding on this 
point.

Nikolai Polozov, who is coordinating the 
work of all the men’s lawyers, met with his 
POW Denis Hrytsenko on December 11. Mr. 

Hrytsenko thanked everybody for their help 
and support, especially the Crimeans who 
had specially come to Moscow, driving 
through the night to bring the huge amounts 
of food, clothes and other items collected. 

“He doesn’t doubt for a moment that the 
entire country is fighting for his freedom 
and that of the other men, even despite the 
total isolation that they are in,” Mr. Polozov 
observed. 

The three POWs who were wounded 
when the Berdyansk came under fire – 
Andriy Eider, 19; Andriy Artemenko, 24; 
and Vasyl Soroka, 27 – are imprisoned sep-
arately, at Matrosskaya Tishina SIZO 
(remand prison). 

Maria Kurakina is representing Mr. 
Artemenko and reported on her first visit on 
December 12. Mr. Artemenko has splinter 
wounds to his right hand and fingers, as well 
as to his body. Slag from the firearms also got 
into his eyes, and Ms. Kurakina believes there 
are grounds for concern about his vision.

The lawyer also noted one suspicious 
detail, namely, that some woman, claiming 
to be a lawyer, has turned up together with 
the “investigator.” She did not give her 
name, asserting that it was hard to under-
stand. Ms. Kurakina gave the young man 

advice on what to do in such situations and 
says that it will be discussed by the team of 
lawyers.

It was expected from the outset that the 
FSB would attempt various forms of pres-
sure and manipulation, including through 
“lawyers” foisted on the men, to try to 
break them down. This is standard FSB 
practice, seen constantly with Ukrainian 
political prisoners. Since Russia has no 
excuse for holding the men prisoner and is 
in grave breach of the Geneva Convention 
by bringing criminal charges, the FSB can 
only hope to use illegitimate methods to 
force the men into saying that they “illegally 
crossed the border.”

Russia has failed to convince the rest of 
the world that the events on November 25 
were a “Ukrainian provocation.” Its aggres-
sion has been strongly condemned; howev-
er, for the moment, suggestions for robust 
measures to combat its ongoing blockade of 
the Azov Sea are in the form of European 
Parliament resolutions and similar mea-
sures. It is excellent that the Europarliament 
has called on the European Union to close 
access to European Union ports for Russian 
ships coming from the Azov Sea, but the res-
olution is not in any way binding. 

At present, the Kremlin is hearing only 
words of “deep concern,” which it has heard 
and ignored many times before.

The situation now is, in fact, even worse. 
Russian President Vladimir Putin has not 
particularly concealed his wish to see 
Ukraine’s President Petro Poroshenko oust-
ed in the coming presidential elections. He 
publicly spoke of his refusal to speak with 
his Ukrainian counterpart about the attack 
on November 25, claiming that he “didn’t 
want to be part of Poroshenko’s election 
campaign.” Within hours of the attack, 
Russian propaganda media were pushing 
the (to date unexplained) claim that this 
was all a Ukrainian “provocation” aimed at 
enabling Mr. Poroshenko to introduce mar-
tial law and cancel the elections. 

Martial law was imposed in only some 
oblasts and for only a month, meaning that 
the elections could continue. Nonetheless, 
the Russian propaganda drive continues. 

It has long been clear that Mr. Putin 
views political prisoners, as well as the 
POWs and civilian hostages held by Russia’s 
proxy “republics” in the Donbas, in very 
much the same way as a kidnapper, with 
the question being whether the “ransom” is 
good enough. 

Now, however, the situation is different. 
Although he did not openly say that he 
would avoid any releases of prisoners to 
prevent helping Mr. Poroshenko, that also 
seems likely. 

Russia is holding almost 100 political 
prisoners or POWs in occupied Crimea and 
Russia, and that number is increasing all 
the time. There are also over 100 hostages 
held in the Donbas. Pressure is urgently 
needed on Western governments to ensure 
that real measures, not just words of deep 
concern, are used to stop this banditry.

EDITOR’S NOTE: The Kharkiv Human 
Rights Protection Group is suggesting that 
supporters write to the 24 Ukrainian POWs. 
Information on who the POWs are and how 
to write to them may be found here: http://
khpg.org/en/index.php?id=1 544713687.

“Away from Moscow! Europe now!” Now 
these winged phrases of the Ukrainian 
writer of the beginning of the last century 
Mykola Khvyliovy have become part of our 
political dictionary. And they precisely con-
vey the essence of our state strategy, our 
confident course towards the European 
Union and NATO.

Fellow community!
Allow me from all of our community, 

from all of Ukraine and the Ukrainian peo-
ple to express gratitude to Ecumenical 
Patriarch Bartholomew for his incredible 
care for Ukraine.

I want to thank all Ukrainians who 
believed in autocephaly from the outset, 
who supported the president, the chairman 
of the Verkhovna Rada, the Parliament, 
supported our hierarchs and fought for the 
autocephaly even when the very idea 
seemed illusory.

First of all, I also want to thank our hier-
archs and leaders of our Orthodox 
Churches. His Holiness Filaret. Your 
Holiness, do you hear this reaction of peo-
ple on the square? Your Holiness, the extent 
which can measure the contribution of 
Patriarch Filaret to the struggle for our own 
Autocephalous Church has not been invent-
ed yet. You were, are and remain the spiri-
tual leader of the Ukrainian Church, the 

spiritual leader of the Ukrainian people.
I want to thank Primate of the UAOC 

Metropolitan Macarius and the whole epis-
copate for a firm position and an extraordi-
nary role in this historical process.

I want to thank the hierarchs of the UOC 
– Moscow Patriarchate, who, despite the 
pressure, threats and curses of Moscow 
and its fifth column, made a courageous 
decision and came to the council today. 
Everything is very simple – they chose 
Ukraine between Ukraine and Russia. And 
we commend this choice.

We did not have, do not have and will 
not have a state Church. The state will not 
interfere in Church affairs. And nobody will 
“invite” anyone by force to the Orthodox 
Church consecrated by the Tomos. Once 
again, I emphasize that this is an issue of 
free choice for each believer. I guarantee 
that the authorities will respect the choice 
of those who, under certain circumstances, 
decide to remain in the church structure, 
which will maintain unity with the ROC. 
But I also guarantee that the state will pro-
tect the rights of the priests and believers 
of the UOC – Moscow Patriarchate, who vol-
untarily decide to leave Moscow in order to 
create, together with other Orthodox, the 
Ukrainian Autocephalous Orthodox Church.

Such a Church has been founded today. It 
needs some time for its development, 
peaceful expansion and strengthening. Let 
me now introduce to you the newly elected 
primate, Metropolitan of Kyiv and All 

Ukraine Epifaniy. It will be his honorable 
mission to go to Constantinople with the 
Ukrainian president in early January and 
get the long-awaited Tomos. Bishop 
Epifaniy, representative of the younger gen-
eration of bishops, was nominated by the 
UOC – Kyiv Patriarchate and supported by 
the representatives of other Churches. But 
now there is no such division. That division 
does not matter anymore, because a united 
Church is being created.

The power of our people is in unity. God, 
give us unity! There is such a prayer and it 
is very relevant to today’s events.

Unity is what will give us victory.
Fellow Ukrainians!
I sincerely congratulate you on auto-

cephaly and the achievement of our spiritu-
al independence.

We have stopped the aggressor. We have 
saved the state. We have built a capable 
army. We affirm the Ukrainian language as 
a component of the strength and success of 
our people.

Over this year, we have become even 
more convinced that the Autocephalous 
Church is the key to independence. The 
state language is the key to unity. A strong 
army is the key to peace.

We will certainly win!
Glory to God and Glory to Ukraine!
And now, with pleasure, I give the floor 

to the primate of the united Church, 
Metropolitan of Kyiv and All Ukraine 
Epifaniy. 

(Continued from page 7)

Speech...

 COMMENTARY

Roman Mokryak, commander of the Berdyansk.
Kryminform

Dear Editor:

With Russia’s latest incursions against 
Ukraine, the entire world is again seeing 
Vladimir Putin’s hostility to the democratic 
order. Ukraine is our ally and our friend 
and we must stand beside it. 

Half-hearted praise and foot-dragging 
on Russian sanctions will not inhibit the 
Russian dictator. This past week, I proudly 
signed onto a resolution renewing calls for 
Russia to end hostilities that violate 
Ukraine’s sovereignty. With its passage, the 
resolution reaffirmed Congress’s commit-
ment to Ukraine’s independence and secu-
rity and urged the president to hold Russia 
accountable for its aggressive behavior. 

The United States – Congress and the 
White House together – must stand as one 
in condemnation of Russia. And we must 
begin formulating more cooperation with 
our Ukrainian partners and stronger mea-
sures to deter Russian aggression. 

Bill Pascrell Jr.
Member of Congress  

(D-N.J., 9th Congressional District)
Washington

We must stand as one
in condemnation of Russia

 LETTER TO THE EDITOR
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place during a period when the United 
States and NATO were distancing them-
selves from Ukraine (Kolchuga affair; 
Melnychenko affair; isolation of then-Presi-
dent Kuchma at NATO’s 2002 and 2004 
summits; NATO’s refusal to hold consulta-
tions with Ukraine over the situation in the 
Kerch Strait). 

Exploiting that context, Russian 
President Vladimir Putin ordered and per-
sonally oversaw, in the autumn of 2003, the 
construction of a dam across the Kerch 
Strait, so as to connect the strait’s Russian 
mainland to Ukraine’s Tuzla Island in the 
middle of the strait. Tuzla belonged to 
Ukraine as a consequence of Crimea 
belonging to Ukraine. The connecting dam 
would have transformed Tuzla from a 
Ukrainian island into the tip of a promonto-
ry of the Russian mainland (Tuzla Spit). 
And that change would have pushed the 
Kerch Strait’s median line toward the 
Ukrainian shore, leaving the strait’s naviga-
ble channel, Kerch-Yenikale, on the Russian 
side. Ukraine responded by placing troops 
on Tuzla Island and positioning ships 
around it. The bumping and shoving of 
Russian against Ukrainian ships in 2003 
around the island was a foretaste of 

Russia’s ramming of Ukrainian ships on 
November 25, 2018 (see EDM, November 
26, 28, 29).

President Kuchma ended the confronta-
tion in 2003 through an undeclared com-
promise: accepting terms disadvantageous 
to Ukraine throughout the treaty to be 
signed, in exchange for Russia stopping the 
dam’s construction and accepting the con-
tinuation of Ukrainian sovereignty on the 
Kerch-Yenikale navigable channel.

That implicit tradeoff reflected Ukraine’s 
top priority of guaranteeing access for 
Ukrainian and third countries’ commercial 
shipping to and from Ukrainian ports on 
the Azov Sea via the Kerch Strait. From 
2003 until 2014, Ukraine continued to be in 
charge of security, management, navigation 
and pilotage on the Kerch-Yenikale naviga-
ble channel. On the other hand, Ukraine 
acquiesced to leaving the situation of the 
Azov Sea in a limbo, to Russia’s potentially 
unlimited advantage.

The maritime border that the 2003 trea-
ty foresaw between Russia and Ukraine 
was never drawn in the (putatively shared) 
Sea of Azov. Since the treaty left the mari-
time border delimitation subject to follow-
up negotiations, Russia stonewalled those 
negotiations indefinitely. This was predict-
able, given Russia’s track record of dragging 
out border delimitation and demarcation 
negotiations in other former Soviet territo-

ries. And it was all the more predictable in 
the case of the Azov Sea, since the 2003 
bilateral treaty envisioning a maritime bor-
der made no reference to national sectors 
or economic zones.

This situation currently “allows” (“legal-
ly” under the treaty) Russian warships to 
roam freely throughout the Azov Sea, stop 
and search vessels anywhere in that sea, 
hold naval exercises as they choose, declare 
temporary exclusion zones in connection 
with those exercises, and come into the 
closest proximity to Ukrainian shores, with-
out technically violating the bilateral treaty 
and amid a vacuum in terms of internation-
al law.

The content of the 2003 treaty forms 
Russia’s pseudo-legal basis for its recent use 
of force in the Azov Sea and the Kerch Strait. 
However, Russia itself has been in breach of 
this and other treaties (e.g., the 1997 inter-
state treaty with Ukraine) by seizing Crimea 
in 2014. Through that unilateral border-
changing move, unrecognized though it is, 
Russia has de facto overturned the previ-
ously agreed-upon basis for the interpreta-
tion and application of the 2003 treaty.

With Russia’s seizure of Crimea from 
Ukraine, the Kerch Strait – including the 
Kerch-Yenikale navigable channel – has 
become de facto Russian on the Crimean 
side as well. The Russian government now 
claims that the strait and the channel are a 

Russian internal waterway (Kommersant, 
November 24).

Moscow asserts that Ukraine’s consent 
was not required for Russia’s construction 
of the Kerch Strait Bridge, since the strait’s 
Crimean shore became Russian as well. 
Russia ignores the international non-recog-
nition of its annexation of Crimea.

Ironically, Tuzla Island has been trans-
ferred into the possession of Russia’s cen-
tral government by the Crimean “repub-
lic’s” authorities. The latter had “inherited” 
Tuzla from Ukraine in March 2014, and the 
transfer technically achieves the goal that 
Moscow had pursued in 2003. The transfer 
in April of this year is supposed to facilitate 
the completion of the construction of the 
Kerch Strait Bridge (Interfax, Ukrinform, 
April 17, 18, 2018).

Moreover, Crimea’s annexation has dra-
matically lengthened the Russian-held 
coastline of the Azov Sea, correspondingly 
shortening Ukraine’s coastline of that sea. 
Thus, any negotiation to draw a border in 
the Azov Sea (if Russia were to allow such 
negotiations to begin, instead of stonewall-
ing them) would heavily favor Russia at the 
expense of Ukraine.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 2)

Azov Sea...

Iconic singer and activist Svyatoslav Vakarchuk at Chicago’s Ukrainian Institute of Modern Art
by Mila Luhova

CHICAGO – Svyatoslav Vakarchuk and 
Alexandra Diachenko Kochman were hon-
ored on October 6 for their contributions to 
culture and the arts at the annual dinner of 
the Ukrainian Institute of Modern Art 
(UIMA) in Chicago. The evening brimmed 
with excitement as the guests welcomed 
Ukraine’s famous singer and political activ-
ist Mr. Vakarchuk. 

The evening included an innovative pro-
gram, with musical entertainment provided 
by the Chicago rhythm and blues award-
winning musicians Lynne Jordan and the 
Shivers. Although Mr. Vakarchuk was not 
scheduled to perform, once he heard the 
musicians play, he was inspired to join 
them on the intimate stage with an unfor-
gettable rendition of the Ella Fitzgerald 
classic “’Round Midnight.” The audience 
and the musicians were surprised and 
delighted with the authentic blues rendi-
tion of this song performed by the 
Ukrainian artist. 

Mr. Vakarchuk was the focus of much 
attention due to his status as Ukraine’s lead-
ing singer of rock and pop music, for his role 
as public activist, and also because of his 

notoriety as a possible presidential candi-
date. The question of whether he will run in 
Ukraine’s next election was on everybody’s 
mind. As on previous occasions, Mr. 
Vakarchuk did not answer that question, 
instead, he concentrated on the topic of cul-
ture – not so much about culture as a visible 
manifestation of a nation, but about the 
nation’s values and how those values are 
developed and preserved as a legacy. 

To the applause and standing ovation of 
an enthusiastic audience that filled the hall 
of the UIMA to capacity, Mr. Vakarchuk 
received the Man of the Year Award in rec-
ognition of his promotion of Ukraine’s cul-
ture and his contribution to the positive 
image of Ukraine throughout the world. 

The evening’s program also included a 
video presentation about the life and work 
of Ms. Diachenko-Kochman, who was a 
member of the first group of founders of 
the Ukrainian Institute of Modern Art 50 
years ago. Ms. Diachenko-Kochman is a 
well-known artist who specializes in raku 
ceramic and clay sculptures, utilizing an 
ancient technique in contemporary styles. 
One of her many unique large pieces was 
acquired by the former governor of Illinois, 
and was displayed on the wall of the state 

building in Chicago for many years. Ms. 
Diachenko-Kochman received an award 
from the Institute for her work as an artist 
and art educator. 

Mila Luhova interviewed Mr. Vakarchuk 
about his plans in politics and his view of 
Ukraine’s cultural image in the world. Mr. 
Vakarchuk has been limiting his interviews 
with the press, although questions have 
been increasing. Ukrainians catch every 
word of his statements in order to unravel 
the eternal “To be or not to be?” – a question 
that affects their future, expressed directly 
as, “Will he or won’t he run for president.” 
With his infectious smile, Mr. Vakarchuk 
answered, “Maybe sometime in the future.”

Below is an edited translation of Ms. 
Luhova’s conversation with Mr. Vakarchuk. 

Fundamental principles necessary 
for the development and prosperity of 
Ukrainian culture. 

We must preserve our identity and be 
open to new possibilities. I am not a politi-
cian yet, and maybe I will never be, but I 
will always be an honest man, the words 
you hear from me are sincere. 

Usually, when we talk about culture, we 

mean its material manifestations: paintings, 
architecture, photographs, music. However, 
culture is, first of all – values, values that are 
intangible, something we cannot touch but 
something we feel. The most important 
aspect of a nation’s culture is the people’s 
values. Those countries that are thriving 
today are firmly associated with the great 
cultural heritage that they have managed to 
create and preserve precisely because of 
their values. In my opinion, in order for a cul-
ture to play a significant role in a country’s 
development, a combination of three funda-
mental components should be at work.

First is values.
Taking as an example the Jewish people, 

we see that they, who were persecuted, 
they, who did not have their own land, cre-
ated the greatest book of values that we live 
by to this day – the Bible. Today, the Jewish 
people have their own state and are proud 
of their writers, scholars and artists 
renowned throughout the world. And they 
are proud of the values that shaped their 
cultural heritage.

Alexandra Diachenko Kochman with members of her family.
Olexandr Yankovy

Svyatoslav Vakarchuk with Motria Melnyk (center), president of the Ukrainian 
Institute of Modern Art, and Marta Farion, UIMA vice-president.

(Continued on page 13)
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by Elmira Romanyshyn

DETROIT – Faculty members of the 
Ukrainian Music Institute (UMI) convened for 
the organization’s annual meeting on 
September 22-23 in the Detroit area, home to 
one of the oldest and largest branches of UMI.

A meeting of the UMI board of directors 
took place on September 22 in the premis-
es of the Ukrainian National Women’s 
League of America, Detroit Regional 
Council. UMI President Maria Lonchyna-
Lisowsky lit a memorial candle and read a 
prayer authored by Bishop Hlib Lonchyna 
of the Ukrainian Catholic Church in Great 
Britain and Ireland, who is a piano diploma 
graduate of UMI. His late father, Dr. Bohdan 
Lonchyna, professor at the University of 
Detroit, was a long-time director of the 
Detroit branch of UMI. 

This prayer honored the memory of UMI’s 
founding teachers, thanks to whose vision 
and labors the 66-year-old institute has 
become an established non-profit (503-c-3) 
professional musical organization with a 
proud tradition built on its earlier sister orga-
nization, the Ukrainian Music Institute in Lviv.

Iryna Svytka, Detroit’s UMI director, 
greeted all present. The board of directors 
discussed various current issues of music 
education and community cultural develop-
ment programs. The first day of the gather-
ing featured discussions on a variety of pro-
fessional, business and corporate develop-
ment topics, as well as long-term planning. 

The following day, the teachers attended 
divine liturgy at St. Josaphat Ukrainian 
Catholic Church, where the pastor, the Rev. 
Mario Dacechyn, OSBM, greeted the UMI 

delegation and offered a prayer for God’s 
inspiration, further creative guidance and 
success for these dedicated music educa-
tors and their students. Singing the liturgy 
was the church choir directed by 
Volodymyr Shesiuk, long-time musical 
director and conductor of the Livonia 
Symphony Orchestra and a faculty member 
in UMI’s Detroit branch of UMI. 

UMI delegates from Detroit, Newark, 
Philadelphia and New York then began the 
annual convention with a joint prayer, fol-
lowed by greetings from the UMI national 
president and the UMI Detroit branch direc-
tor; as well as Slava Hlynsky, director of 
Ukrainian National Women’s League of 
America Branch 76; Ruslana Proonko, 
director of the New Wave Association of 
Detroit; Olha Novachynsky, Ukrainian 
Studies School principal; Prof. Rafael Wenke 
of UMI’s branch in Newark-Irvington, N.J.; 
Alexandra Penkalskyj, UMI Philadelphia 
branch director; and Marta Chapelsky-
Jaremovych, representing UMI Philadelphia 
branch emeritus faculty.

A new board of directors and executive 
committee for 2018-2020 were elected as 
follows: Ms. Lonchyna-Lisowsky (Detroit), 
president; Khrystyna Yurchakevych 
(Philadelphia), first vice-president; Elmira 
Romanyshyn (New York City), second vice-
president; Anastasiya Antoniv (Brooklyn), 
treasurer; Maria Hordynskyj-Holian 
(Detroit), secretary; Ms. Svytka (Detroit) 
and Olesya Hryvnak (Newark-Irvington-
Passaic), members-at-large. 

Discussions on matters of by-laws, orga-
nization and pedagogy followed the elec-
tions.

Andrij V.R. Szul, an attorney who holds a 
Ph.D. in musicology and is a longtime mem-
ber of UMI and the Shevchenko Scientific 
Society, made a presentation about the 
recently published Volume 3 of the 
Encyclopedia of the Ukrainian Diaspora, 
whose publication was begun 23 years ago 
by the Shevchenko Scientific Society. The 
final volume (No. 4) is scheduled to appear 
in late 2019. Dr. Szul highlighted the signifi-
cance of this unique publication, including 
its thousands of articles in the form of 
encyclopedic entries, including subjects 
such as UMI, the development of Ukrainian 
sacred music in the U.S. (authored by him). 

An exceptionally uplifting moment for all 
present was the honoring of Rafael Wenke, 
who received an honorary commendation 
in appreciation for his over 50 years of ser-
vice to UMI. Prof. Wenke is one of the most 
senior members of UMI faculty, a distin-
guished professor of violin, a former UMI 
vice-president and former director of UMI’s 
Newark-Irvington branch. (Last year’s 
annual meeting in Philadelphia had hon-
ored one of the original founders of UMI, 

the legendary Ukrainian pianist Roman 
Sawycky Sr.). During two special workshop 
sessions, the teachers had the opportunity 
to share their pedagogical experience. They 
viewed with interest a photo display of a 
tableau highlighting the founding and 
development of the Detroit branch. A third 
session entailed an innovative theme, as 
Maria Hordynskyj-Holian, a piano teacher 
in the UMI Detroit branch who is also a reg-
istered occupational therapist with addi-
tional credentials in music therapy, pre-
sented an illustrated lecture titled “I see, I 
feel, I hear.” She discussed research by her 
and other scholars-practitioners in music 
education concerning problems in develop-
ing music performance technique; various 
digital, physiological and psychological 
characteristics of sound production; signifi-
cance of piano hand placement and posi-
tioning, balanced posture and the utiliza-
tion of interconnected musculature during 
piano performance. Concluding the con-
vention events was a gala concert featuring 
solo, duo and chamber ensemble perfor-
mances by students and teachers at the 
Ukrainian Cultural Center in Warren, Mich., 
where all were welcomed by Ms. Svytka of 
UMI Detroit. The standing-room-only audi-
ence heard works by Ukrainian and inter-
national composers. The performers 
included: pianists Andriy and Marta 
Nisevych, Veronica Shevchuk, Anna 
Toranchuk, Olya Chikh, Daniel Martynov, 
Andriy Pasichnyk, Mattei Jacks and Andriy 
Shturko; violinists Anna Toranchuk, Evelyn 
Chen, Christian Pakula, Іаn Cheng; faculty 
members Ms. Lonchyna-Lisowsky and 
Maria Hordynskyj-Holian (piano duet), 
Halyna Ishchuk (violin) and Halyna 
Yalovenko (piano), Lyubov Shesiuk (piano). 
Especially moving was the performance by 
Khrystyna Skochypets (voice) and Andriy 
Shturko (composer and accompanist), who 
premiered the latter’s song “Sons of the 
Maidan,” composed to a text by Lyubov 
Krasiy of Detroit. 

At the conclusion of the concert, Father 
Dacechen expressed sincere appreciation 
to faculty members Ms. Lonchyna-
Lisowsky, Miroslava Boryszczuk, Ms. 
Svytka, Ms. Yalovenko, Mr. Shesiuk and 
Halyna Ishchuk for putting so much profes-
sional leadership and dedication into pre-

COMMUNITY CHRONICLE

Participants of the Ukrainian Music Institute convention at St. Josaphat Ukrainian Catholic Church with the pastor, the Rev. 
Mario Dacechen (center) and the Rev. Walter Rybicky.

Ukrainian Music Institute of America holds convention

(Continued on page 12)
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Pereletni Ptytsi sorority of Plast celebrates 70th anniversary
by Marika Kopynska-Halkewycz

WINNIPEG, Manitoba. – Members of the 
Plast Ukrainian Scouting Organization’s 
senior sorority of Pereletni Ptytsi celebrat-
ed the 70th anniversary of their founding 
with a gathering of members in Winnipeg, 
Manitoba, to coincide with the 70th anni-
versary of the founding of Plast Winnipeg 
in 1948. 

Current and former members arrived 
from Ottawa,  Toronto,  Montreal , 
Minneapolis, Chicago and Kelowna in 
British Columbia, to celebrate this event.  

Plast Sorority Pereletni Ptytsi was orga-
nized by a group of young adult Plast 
scouts who had arrived from the displaced 
persons camps of Western Europe.  The 
name was originally chosen because it was 
believed that the members would some day 
return home to Ukraine, but as time passed 
the name remained relevant with the arriv-
al of more members from overseas. 

The main purpose of Pereletni at the 
time of their founding was to instruct and 
educate young Plast scouts.   Their main 
focus was to facilitate the acquisition of 
skills, values, beliefs and knowledge.  They 
formed the heart of developing young Plast 
members in Winnipeg, with 70 years of 
important leadership at all levels in Plast.   
In addition, members have held the highest 
positions in many Ukrainian organizations 
and institutions in Winnipeg.  

At the meeting on September 21, the 
members welcomed their newest member, 

Lisa Zajac from Chicago, who is the daugh-
ter-in-law of one of the founding members 
of the sorority, Halyna Harasowska Zajac.

During the celebrations of the 70th anni-
versary of Plast Winnipeg, Pereletni orga-
nized a fund-raiser and presented a cheque 
for the renovation and rebuilding of the 
original cabin at Ukrainian Park in Gimli, 
Manitoba – a cabin in which many of them 
had spent their early Plast days.

Also, during these celebrations, one of 
the members of Pereletni was acknowl-

edged.  Oksana Hrychenko Rozumna was 
the first Ms. Ukraine Canada chosen in 
1955.  A portrait painted by her son, 
Roman Rozumnyj, showing her both as a 
young woman in 1955 and today, was pre-
sented to her at a celebratory wine and 
cheese attended by over 200 current and 
former Plast members. 

The elected officers for Pereletni are 
Marika Halkewycz ( president), Marta Korbu-
tiak (vice-president, eastern region), Marta 
Skrypnyk (secretary), Orysia Parka sewich 

(treasurer) and Halyna Kowal (archivist).
During the meeting, the work of 

Pereletni Ptytsi in 2018 was reviewed.  This 
included the presentation of the  Canadian 
premiere of a film “Second Chance”  by 
renowned filmmaker Adrianna Luhovy  
about a camp for orphans in the Carpathian 
mountains organized by Canadians, many 
of whom are Plast members.  The funds 
collected at this event were dedicated to 
assisting the filmmaker in the development 
of future documentaries.

by Lida Hvozda Buniak

KERHONKSON, N.Y. – The Spartanky 
sorority of Plast Ukrainian Scouting 
Organization held its annual conference on 
November 2-4 at the always scenic 
Soyuzivka Heritage Center. As in years gone 
by, delighted exclamations of joy were 
heard from the Main House lobby as 
approximately 45 participants greeted each 
other with gleams in their eyes and warm 
embraces. 

A sisterhood that spans decades begin-
ning from friendships mostly formed at 
Plast camp to present day, the Spartanky 
sorority comprises members who are hard-
working university students, busy parents 
(and some grandparents), doctors, educa-
tors, engineers, business leaders, and other 
notable professionals who visibly cherish 
these timeless bonds. 

This year’s conference was a multigener-
ational event with the presence of the 
younger branch of Spartanky (between the 
ages of 19 and 34), including an expectant 
mother who recently moved to the United 
States from Lviv. There is currently a very 
active branch of the Spartanky sorority in 
that western Ukrainian city. Moreover back 
in 1912, Lviv was the birthplace of Plast; 
today it is home to over 3,000 members of 
Plast – the largest branch to date. 

The conference weekend was not only 
productive, but also illuminating. Thanks to 
the efforts of Lesia Kozicky, the Spartanky 
had an opportunity to discover their inner 
artistic aptitudes with a painting lesson. 
The subject of the painting was a campfire 
in the woods – a fitting choice since during 
camp, Ukrainian scouts typically gather 
nightly to sing songs and perform jovial 
skits. For those who may have been a bit 
apprehensive to take the paint brush in 

hand, stylish black berets and mustaches 
were provided to facilitate an evening of 
unbridled artistic expression. 

For the 2018-2019 year, the Spartanky 
are making plans for their many annual 
projects including: the winter hike, Ecology 
Club outreach, Soyuzivka volleyball tourna-
ment, Horseback Riding Camp, St. 
Andrew’s Eve for teen scouts, testing for 
the Plast physical fitness badge, and the 
one-week Beginner’s camp for 7-year-olds 
(Pochatkoviy Tabir) at the Vovcha Tropa 
campground.

The Spartanky will also be celebrating 
their 60th year as a Plast sorority. The 
inspiration for this group comes from the 
important role Spartan women played in 
Ancient Greece. Spartan women trained in 
gymnastics and in overall physical fitness. 

Furthermore, they had the right to own 
property – a right not given to women in 
other parts of Greece at that time.

It is this axiom of not just strength and 
commitment to aid in the character devel-
opment of Ukrainian youth that beckons 
these women to service for the overall bet-
terment of local Ukrainian communities. 
Such a commitment to service is recog-
nized through promotions in rank within 
the Plast organization. It was gratifying to 
witness Vira Myskiw becoming a recipient 
of such a promotion during the weekend.

The newly elected members of the 2018-
2019 sorority board expressed their enthu-
siasm for facilitating the work on the afore-
mentioned projects. Elected were: Irene 
Sawchyn, president; Teresa Kuritza, vice-
president; Alexandra Zawadiwzky, record-

ing secretary; Lesia Magun, treasurer; Lida 
Buniak, press correspondent; Margaret 
Nycz, flag-bearer; Chrystyna Mandycz-
Centore, chronicler; Christina Jancew 
Iwanik and Alexandra Pleskun Palylyk, new 
candidiates’ liaison.

Lastly, it was only fitting that Soyuzivka’s 
own Marianka Hawryluk of Kerhonkson 
was warmly inducted into the Spartanky 
sorority as a full member. Just as poised 
and eloquent as when emceeing on stage at 
a Soyuzivka concert, Ms. Hawryluk 
expressed what it meant to her to join this 
sisterhood. Sorority members were moved 
by her words and grateful to be together 
again to share in this auspicious occasion. 

For further information about the 
Spartanky sorority, readers may contact 
Chrystia Iwanik at ciwanik@yahoo.com.

COMMUNITY CHRONICLE

Members of the Pereletni Ptytsi sorority of Plast at their 70th anniversary gathering in Gimli, Manitoba.

Spartanky at their 2018 annual conference on Soyuzivka’s balcony overlooking the Catskill Mountains.

Norbert K. Iwan

Christina Jancew Iwanik

Spartanky Plast sorority meets for annual conference at Soyuzivka
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ty, amid what it called a pattern of “increas-
ingly provocative and threatening activity” 
by Russia. The Pentagon said the flight took 
place on December 6, with tensions soaring 
between Ukraine and Russia following a 
naval confrontation last month. CNN has 
reported that the United States is also mak-
ing plans to sail a warship into the Black 
Sea, but that has not been confirmed. 
Tensions between Kyiv and Moscow esca-
lated on November 25, when Russia fired 
on Ukrainian naval vessels that were 
attempting to pass under a massive bridge 
that spans the Kerch Strait and links Russia 
with Crimea. Russia ultimately seized three 
Ukrainian ships and 24 crewmen, who 
remain in Russian captivity despite interna-
tional calls to free them. “Today, the United 
States and allies conducted an extraordi-
nary flight” under the Open Skies Treaty to 

“reaffirm U.S. commitment to Ukraine and 
other partner nations,” the Defense 
Department said in a statement. Since 
2002, the Open Skies Treaty has allowed 34 
signatory states to send unarmed observa-
tion flights over one another’s territory. 
These flights are usually scheduled well in 
advance, but the treaty allows “extraordi-
nary” or unscheduled flights, if two partici-
pating members agree – in this case 
Ukraine and the United States. Russia’s 
“unprovoked attack” on Ukrainian vessels 
in the Black Sea is “a dangerous escalation 
in a pattern of increasingly provocative and 
threatening activity,” the Pentagon also 
said. It added that the United States “seeks 
a better relationship with Russia, but this 
cannot happen while its unlawful and 
destabilizing actions continue in Ukraine 
and elsewhere.” U.S. surveillance planes 
and drones regularly skirt Russia’s Black 
Sea coastline, as well as that of Crimea. 
Russian jets have been shown regularly 
confronting, and shadowing, the surveil-

lance planes. CNN reported on December 5 
that U.S. military officials have asked the 
State Department to notify Turkey of possi-
ble plans for a Navy ship to pass through 
the Bosphorus and the Dardanelles, the 
waterway that connects the Mediterranean 
to the Black Sea. “We routinely conduct 
operations to advance security and stability 
throughout the U.S. 6th Fleet area of opera-
tions to include the international waters 
and airspace of the Black Sea,” said 
Commander Kyle Raines, a spokesman for 
the fleet, which oversees naval operations 
in the region. (RFE/RL, with reporting by 
CNN, AP and TASS)

NATO pledges support for Ukraine 

NATO has pledged support for Ukraine’s 
Navy more than two weeks after Russia 
seized three of Kyiv’s naval ships and arrest-
ed 24 sailors in the Kerch Strait that links 
the Black Sea with the Sea of Azov. The alli-
ance has been “supporting Ukraine to 
improve its naval capabilities, logistics and 
cyberdefense,” NATO Secretary-General Jens 
Stoltenberg told Ukrainian President Petro 
Poroshenko in Brussels on December 13. 
NATO will also deliver secure communica-
tions equipment to Ukraine’s military by the 
end of this year, Mr. Stoltenberg said, 
according to an official transcript. Mr. 
Poroshenko welcomed NATO’s support as 
his country seeks to join the alliance. He 
described the seized Ukrainian naval crews 
as “prisoners of war.” (RFE/RL, based on 
reporting by DPA and Reuters)

Poroshenko meets sailors’ relatives 

President Petro Poroshenko met with 
the relatives of Ukrainian sailors taken pris-
oner by Russia in Russia’s naval attack at 
the Azov Sea on November 25. According to 
Ukraine’s Presidential Administration, Mr. 

Poroshenko said: “Today, the task was 
given to the minister of justice to complete 
the filing of a lawsuit against Russia for this 
act of aggression in order to ensure that 
those who gave these orders are brought to 
justice.” He noted that the Russian 
Federation “has fallen into this trap with its 
absolute hatred of Ukraine, with its malice.” 
The president stressed that the Ukrainian 
sailors are prisoners of war: “They are clas-
sical prisoners of war according to the 
Geneva Convention. And that is why our 
position will be very tough.” He empha-
sized the need to strengthen sanctions poli-
cy as regards the actions of the Russian 
Federation and said that a package of Azov 
sanctions was being discussed, which 
would deal with individuals who partici-
pated in the aggression against Ukrainian 
ships. Sanctions against Russian seaports 
and Russian ships also are planned. At the 
same time, the president said that “We 
must struggle for the Kerch Strait.” …We 
will not give up a single piece of Ukrainian 
land.” (Ukrainian Canadian Congress 
Ukraine Daily Briefing)

Court reinstates Fiscal Service head

A court in Kyiv has reinstated Roman 
Nasirov to the position of head of the State 
Fiscal Service after he was fired in January 
following his arrest on suspicion of embez-
zlement. Mr. Nasirov’s lawyer, Lyubomyr 
Drozdovskyy, told the Hromadske television 
channel that the Regional Administrative 
Court in the Ukrainian capital ruled on 
December 11 to immediately reinstate Mr. 
Nasirov to the post with financial compen-
sation for the days he was absent from 
work. There was no official statement by the 
court or Ukrainian officials regarding the 

(Continued on page 13)
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paring their talented students for this 
memorable concert. Ms. Maria Lonchyna-
Lisowsky expressed special thanks to the 
convention organizing committee headed 
by Ms. Svytka and all the Detroit teachers 
for their assiduous work in preparing all 
aspects of the event. 

The mission of UMI is to highlight music 
written by Ukrainian composers, in addition 
to traditional classical music. By following a 
multi-year, systematic curriculum of music 
education under the tutelage of accom-
plished and highly credentialed music pro-
fessionals, UMI students can earn diplomas 
in various performance fields, as well as art-

ists diplomas requiring a debut concert. 
There are active branches in Detroit (Ms. 

Svytka, director), Philadelphia (Alexandra 
Penkalskyj), Newark-Irvington-Passaic 
(Olesya Hryvnak), Brooklyn (Anastasia 
Antoniv), New York (Elmira Romanyshyn), 
Morristown, N.J .  (Laryssa Krupa-
Slobodianyk), and Whippany, N.J., and 
Stamford, Conn. (Lilia Kushnir).

For further information about UMI 
music education programs in piano, violin, 
bandura, sopilka, accordion and voice per-
formance, readers may contact Ms. 
Lonchyna-Lisowsky by e-mail at ukr-
musinst@gmail.com, or by telephone at 
248- 877-1816.

Elmira Romanyshyn is press secretary of 
the Ukrainian Music Institute of America.

(Continued from page 10)

UMI...

During the UMI Board of Directors meeting: (seated, from left) Dr. Andrij Szul, 
Bohdanna Wolansky, Maria Lonchyna-Lisowsky, Khrystyna Yurchakevych, (stand-
ing) Iryna Svytka, Elmira Romanyshyn, Miroslava Boryszczuk and Anastasiya 

Antoniv.
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information, but Kyiv police sources con-
firmed to RFE/RL that Mr. Nasirov was rein-
stated. He is being investigated on suspicion 
of defrauding the state of 2 billion hrv ($70 
million U.S.). He is one of the highest offi-
cials who had been expected to face prose-
cution in Ukraine, whose pro-Western gov-
ernment is under pressure from the United 
States, the European Union and donor orga-
nizations to tackle endemic corruption. Mr. 
Nasirov was arrested after the National 
Anti-Corruption Bureau accused him of 
signing off on grace periods for a number of 
taxpayers, including companies linked to a 
former lawmaker who fled the country in 
2016 while facing a corruption investiga-
tion. Shortly after his arrest in March 2017, 
he was released on bail but ordered to wear 
an electronic bracelet and barred from leav-
ing Kyiv without authorities’ permission. 
(RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service, with reporting 
by Hromadske)

Crimean lawyer jailed for five days

A Russia-controlled court in Crimea sen-
tenced prominent lawyer Emil Kurbedinov 
to five days in jail for a 2013 Facebook post 
made before Russian forces seized and sub-

sequently annexed the peninsula from 
Ukraine. The court in Symferopol on 
December 7 found Mr. Kurbedinov guilty of 
the propagation and public demonstration 
of symbols of an extremist organization. 
The exact contents of the post were not 
immediately revealed. Mr. Kurbedinov, who 
was detained on December 6, called the 
accusation “absurd” and said that his arrest 
was politically motivated. He said he 
believes his arrest and trial were linked to 
his representation of one of the 24 
Ukrainian sailors detained by Russian forc-
es on November 25 when three Ukrainian 
Navy ships were seized in the Sea of Azov. 
His lawyer, Aleksei Ladin, said at the trial 
that his client did not break any laws as the 
Facebook post in question was made prior 
to Russia’s annexation of Crimea in March 
2014 and therefore Russian law did not 
apply to the case. Other clients of Mr. 
Kurbedinov in recent years have included 
defendants in Crimea charged in high-pro-
file cases that human rights organizations 
and Western governments say are political-
ly motivated. Since Russia seized and ille-
gally annexed the Ukrainian peninsula in 
2014, Moscow has conducted a persistent 
campaign of oppression that targets 
Crimeans who oppose the annexation. Mr. 
Kurbedinov was released on December 12. 
(Crimea Desk, RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service)

Pilot dies in fighter jet crash 

A Ukrainian air force pilot was killed 
when his fighter jet crashed during a land-
ing attempt on December 15, the country’s 
military announced. The Ukrainian General 
Staff said the Sukhoi Su-27 went down 
while returning from a routine flight to its 
base in the northern region of Zhytomyr. 
An investigation into the crash is under 
way. Su-27 fighter jets were designed by 
the Soviet Union and continue to be built by 
Russia. Depending on the model, they carry 
either one or two pilots. It was not immedi-
ately clear what model was involved in the 
December 15 crash. Ukraine lost a two-seat 
Su-27 in October during exercises with the 
U.S. Air National Guard. An American pilot, 
riding in the second seat, died along with 
his Ukrainian co-pilot. (RFE/RL, based on 
reporting by AP, AFP and Interfax)

Activists urge reporter’s release 

More than 20 journalists and human 
rights activists have called for the immedi-
ate release of Ukrainian blogger and RFE/
RL contributor Stanislav Aseyev, who has 
been held for more than 18 months by 
Russia-backed separatists in eastern 
Ukraine. The group made the call in a joint 
letter dated December 12 as it was partici-
pating in an annual seminar organized by 
the Norwegian Helsinki Committee in 
Sundvolden, near Oslo. The signatories 
included the committee’s Secretary-General 
Bjorn Engesland, American journalist 
Simon Ostrovsky, Armenian reporter Yuri 

Manvelian, and Ukrainian human rights 
defender Svitlana Valko. Mr. Aseyev went 
missing in Ukraine’s Donetsk region on 
June 2, 2017, and weeks later Amnesty 
International said it had received informa-
tion that the journalist was being held by 
the militants who control parts of the 
region.  Participants at  the Anna 
Politkovskaya Seminar called on the 
Russian government to “use any and all 
levers of influence available to it to pres-
sure” the separatists to release him. They 
also expressed concern over “recent reports 
of Aseyev’s treatment at the hands of his 
captors who have allegedly denied him 
medicines and have held him in a cold and 
damp environment.” They also noted: “It is 
also believed that a ‘confession’ tape that 
has surfaced in the Russian media in which 
he admits to espionage was produced 
under severe duress.” Mr. Aseyev, who 
writes under the pseudonym Stanislav 
Vasin, “was the only independent journalist 
brave enough to continue to live and work 
in Donetsk when he was apprehended,” the 
letter also read. “He frequently reported on 
daily life in the war-torn city and was 
known for his even-handed treatment of 
both the Ukrainian government and pro-
Russia groups fighting for control of the 
area,” it added. Ukraine’s National Union of 
Journalists, Reporters Without Borders, the 
Committee to Protect Journalists, and 
Amnesty International have all expressed 
concerns over Aseyev’s whereabouts. 
(RFE/RL)

(Continued from page 12)
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Dr. Andrew Hruszkewycz 
February 23, 1948 - December 16, 2018

Viewing will be held on December 28, 2018, 4 - 8 pm, with 
Parastas at 6 pm, at Hines-Rinaldi Funeral Home, Silver Spring, MD.

Funeral Liturgy will take place on December 29 at 10 am at 
Holy Trinity Particular Ukrainian Catholic Church in Silver Spring, MD.

Interment to follow at Gate of Heaven Cemetery in Silver Spring, MD.

Вічна Йому пам’ять!

The Executive Committee
of the 

Ukrainian National Association 
regrets to announce to the members of 
the General Assembly, to members of 

UNA Branch 253 and to the 
UNA membership at large that 

Peter Hawrylciw
(March 14, 1919 – October 28, 2018)

 Secretary of UNA Branch 253 in Ludlow, MA,
passed away on October 28, 2018. 

Mr. Hawrylciw was a proud Branch Secretary for 40 years. 

He was a very active, long-time supporter of the UNA. 
His dedication to the Ukrainian National 

Association will not be forgotten.

The Executive Committee and the entire UNA membership 
wish to express their deepest sympathy to cousins, 
nieces, nephews,  extended family members and 

numerous friends through the community.

Вічна Йому пам’ять!

Second is the ability to develop and 
innovate.

Let’s take for example the United States 
of America. The music known as the blues 
was born from the spiritual gospel music of 
African slaves who were brought to 
America. In their songs, they buried their 
grief, lament and hope. Subsequently, this 
music expanded and transformed further, 
even becoming fashionable. In the 20th 
century, the culture of rhythm and blues 
became known throughout the world. And 
it all began from the people who were sub-
jected to harsh discrimination. 

Immigrants from Eastern Europe also 
contributed to the development of this 
music – they brought the sounds of the 
dombra, a unique kind of guitar, into these 
melodies. I’m not sure if it was Ukrainians 
who brought it, but I’m convinced that they 
had a relationship to this process.

Third is the ability and desire to 
allow other cultures to enrich your own.

It is necessary to take the best of what is 
in other cultures and to make it part of our 
own. This is how one’s culture grows stron-
ger. Developed and prosperous nations have 
examples of how they benefit from this 
approach. Charles Aznavour, a well-known 
French singer, was one of my favorite per-

formers and he was 100 percent Armenian. 
He had no drop of French blood, but was 
considered one of the most prominent 
French singers. If you listen to his songs you 
will feel the touch of another culture.

I would like Ukrainian culture to use 
these three components – they are neces-
sary for our cultural progress. We all know 
(especially here, in Chicago, thousands of 
miles from your own home), how difficult it 
is to preserve your identity, to keep who 
you really are. Right now, I am meeting 
with you, people whose circumstances 
forced them to leave their homes but who 
still have the desire and energy to preserve 
their Ukrainian identity. And you are also 
capable of developing and being open to 
new influences that enrich your own lives. 

“I am very proud of our people and our 
culture! All this adds to my optimism about 
our future.”

Translation from Ukrainian and editing 
by Marta Farion.

Mila Luhova is chief editor of Pokolinnia 
Yi. She studied at Ternopil National 
Economic University and currently lives in 
Chicago.

Marta Farion is president of the Kyiv-
Mohyla Foundation of America, vice-presi-
dent of the Illinois chapter of the Ukrainian 
Congress Committee of America and vice-
president of the Ukrainian Institute of 
Modern Art. 

(Continued from page 9)
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Regarding the war in the easternmost 
Luhansk and Donetsk regions, one that Mr. 
Volker has described as a “hot conflict” in 
previous statements, he said there still is 
“violence occurring every night… there’s 
mortar and sniper fire, artillery… so this 
just has to stop.”

He noted that the likelihood of a future 
prisoner swap, even before the New Year, 
appears dim. 

“Russia, at the moment, is not interested 
in prisoner exchanges,” Mr. Volker said. “I 
think that even holding these sailors, which 
are even outside of that framework… and I 
think this is a desire of Russia to try to use 
them as hostages or pawns in putting polit-

ical pressure on the government in Kyiv.”
Meanwhile, the United Nations General 

Assembly the following day passed a resolu-
tion put forth by Ukraine that called on Russia 
to withdraw its military forces from Crimea 
and stop occupying Ukraine’s territory. 
Passed with a two-thirds majority, the resolu-
tion rejected a clause that would have led to 
an investigation of the November 25 Russian 
naval attack on three Ukrainian vessels. It also 
expressed concern over Russia’s “increased 
militarization” in the region, including on 
the Crimean peninsula, along Ukraine’s 
borders and the Black and Azov seas. 

In the end, Ambassador Volker repeated 
America’s interests to “see peace restored 
for the people of Ukraine in the Donbas and 
around, and it’s unfortunate that we now 
find ourselves yet again at a point of possi-
ble escalation.”

(Continued from page 1)

Volker...
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Newly published Ukrainian sacred music of Roman Hurko
by Mstyslav Yurchenko 

“Liturgy No. 1 (Ukrainian), The Liturgy of St. John 
Chrysostom” and “Liturgy No. 2 (Ukrainian), The Liturgy 
of St. John Chrysostom,” by Roman Hurko. New York: CARO 
Productions, 2018. 74 pp. and 68 pp., respectively. $15 each.

These newly available scores, beautifully published with 
cover art by Lydia Bodnar-Balahutrak and Father George 
Drance (Jr.) SJ, present two major sacred choral works in 
the Ukrainian language by Roman Hurko, a contemporary 
American-Canadian composer of Ukrainian origin. His cre-
ative achievements in sacred choral composition emerged 
in the early 21st century and are known in Ukraine, Europe 
and North America through performances by various cho-
ral groups. 

However, these two settings of the “Liturgy of St. John 
Chrysostom” have not been heretofore published in print, 
which has hampered his creativity from being presented to 
the wider choral public. 

“Liturgy No. 1” (2000) by Mr. Hurko generates the 
impression of a coherent holism, as if it were written in one 
breath. Its elements are strictly subordinated to the logic of 
developing the ritual of the liturgy. A natural, unstrained 
current of music progresses toward the culmination of the 
church service. Great musical “breaths” build dominating 
peaks that rest on the principal liturgical events: “Only 
Begotten Son,” “Cherubic Hymn,” texts of the Anaphora, 
“Credo,” “The Lord’s Prayer-Our Father,” “It is Truly Meet.” 
The music pours forth calmly, evenly, generating the impres-
sion of a continuous musical stream. Simultaneously, it is 
subject to an internal rhythm that creates soft melodic lifts 
and falls, wide rhythmic pulsations that immerse the listen-
er into an enchanting musical environment, similar to 
Ukrainian rivers with their broad relaxed flows.

The composer uses only traditional means of musical 
expression. A four-voiced, mixed choir sings mostly in har-
monious texture, changing to polyphony only to emphasize 
particularly significant moments of worship. The music is 

built on familiar melodious, soft, gentle intonations that 
seem to come from the music world of Mykola Leontovych 
and Kyrylo Stetsenko (“Holy God”). The simplicity of the 
melodic lines evokes the warm light of a Ukrainian village 
church with its peace and tranquillity, its sense of space, 
family, the familiar and loved. The choir does not shout, 
does not inordinately strain itself. It does not reach for tes-
situras that are too high or too low. All music resources are 
aimed at rendering the cantabile that is immanent in 
Ukrainian singing culture.

However, the music of Mr. Hurko is not simple. On the 
contrary, it is alive, active. One continually feels changes, 
arousal and unexpected turns in development in the direc-
tion of movement. Choral interchanges between groups of 
singers seem to juxtapose the heavenly and the earthly 
(“Only Begotten Son”). Many interesting harmonic effects, 
especially modal, like juxtaposing unrelated harmonic 
functions (“Cherubic Hymn,” “It is Truly Meet”), and resolv-

 MUSIC REVIEW

(Continued on page 35)
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Soccer
• Shakhtar Donetsk has drawn Eintracht 

Frankfurt and Dynamo Kyiv is set to play 
against Olympiacos (Greece) with the first-
leg match on February 14 and the second-
leg match on February 21, 2019. The draw 
was held on December 17 in Lyon, France. 
Both teams had been using Olympiyskiy 
Stadium in Kyiv for UEFA matches because 
Shakhtar was previously playing matches 
in Kharkiv. Because of martial law being 
declared in Kharkiv, Shakhtar’s matches 
were moved to Kyiv. The Europa League 
final is set for May 29, 2019, in Baku.

• Shakhtar Donetsk tied 1-1 with Lyon 
(France) on December 12 in Kyiv as the 
final round of matches of Group F of the 
UEFA Champions League. Shakhtar was 
relegated to the Europa League after it fin-
ished in third place in Group F with six 
points after six matches played – one win, 
three draws and two losses, with eight 
goals for and 16 against. Shakhtar and will 
join Dynamo in the knock-out phase 
(Round of 32).

• Dynamo Kyiv lost 0-1 against Jablonec 
(Czech Republic) on December 12 in Kyiv as 
part of the UEFA Europa League group 
stage. Dynamo advanced to the knock-out 
round after it finished in first place of Group 
K (11 points after six matches played, with 
three wins, two draws and one loss; 10 
goals for and seven against). Vorskla Poltava 
lost 0-3 against Sporting (Portugal) on 
December 12 in Lisbon. Poltava was elimi-
nated after it finished in third place in Group 
E (one win, and five losses; four goals for 
and 13 against to finish with three points).

Boxing
• Flyweight champion Artem Dalakian 

(18-0-13 KO) won by sixth-round TKO 
against Gregorio Lebron (13-4, 11 KO) of 
the Dominican Republic on December 15 at 
Parkovyy Convention Center in Kyiv. The 
fight was scheduled for six rounds and 
Dalakian defended his WBA flyweight title 
he has held since February 2018.

Tennis
• Elina Svitolina won the Open de Caen 

exhibition tournament in France on 
December 10. Svitolina won 3-6, 6-3, 6-4 
against Aleksandra Sasnovich of Belarus in 
the final. The Ukrainian, ranked No. 4 by 
the WTA, won the tournament also in 2017.

Judo
• Ukraine won two gold medals at the 

Judo Grand Prix at The Hague on 
November 17-18. Yakiv Khammo (+100 
kg) and Maryna Cherniak (48 kg) won gold. 
Ukraine had four fifth-place finishers and 
two seventh-place finishers to top the med-
als table. The tournament attracted 412 

athletes from 62 countries.
• Ukraine finished in eighth place with 

four silver and three bronze medals at the 
Cadet European Judo Cup in Gyor, Hungary, 
on November 17-18. Silver medalists 
included Mykyta Holoborodko (50 kg) Ivan 
Prudius (66 kg), Tymur Valieiev (81 kg) and 
Anastasiia Shyzhevska (57 kg). Bronze 
medalists were Yuliia Kurchenko (63 kg), 
Yevhenii Verkush (+90 kg) and Vladyslav 
Kazimirov (60 kg).  The tournament attract-
ed 422 athletes from 27 countries.

• Yelyzaveta Kalanina (+78 kg) won 
bronze at the Grand Prix in Tashkent, 
Uzbekistan, on November 10-11. The tour-
nament attracted 347 athletes from 47 
countries.

• Fedir Panko (+100 kg) won bronze at 
the U23 European Judo Championship in 
Gyor, Hungary, on November 2-4. The tour-
nament attracted 296 athletes from 37 
countries.

• Bohdan Pushenko  (81 kg) won gold at 
the Cadet European Judo Cup Koper in 
Koper, Slovenia, on October 27-28. The 
tournament attracted 317 athletes from 27 
countries.

• Daria Bilodid (48 kg) won gold at the 
World Judo Championships in Baku, 
Azerbaijan, on September 20. Bilodid, 17, 
became the youngest world champion in 
judo in her weight category. Georgii 
Zantaraia (66 kg) won bronze. Ukraine tied 
with Iran for fifth place (one gold, one 
bronze) in the tournament that attracted 
758 athletes from 125 countries.

• Ukraine won two gold medals at the 
Junior European Judo Championships on 
September 14-16 in Sofia, Bulgaria. Gold 
medalists included Dilshot Khalmatov (55 
kg) and Hievorh Manukian (73 kg). Ukraine 
was represented by 20 athletes and the 
competition attracted 405 athletes from 42 
countries.

• Ukraine won second place with six 
medals (three gold, one silver and two 
bronze) at the IBSA Judo World Cup in 
Atyrau, Kazakhstan, on September 8-9. 
Gold medalists were Inna Cherniak (52 kg), 
Serhii Kotenko (73 kg) and Oleksandr 
Nazarenko (90 kg). Davyd Khorava (66 kg) 
won silver, and Yuliya Halinska (48 kg) and 
Olexandr Kosinov (81 kg) won bronze 
medals. The tournament attracted 104 ath-
letes from 19 countries.

Fencing
• Alina Komashchuk tied with Caroline 

Queroli of France for third place in wom-
en’s saber at the Fencing World Cup in 
Orleans, France, on November 9. 

• Anatolii Herey won silver in the men’s 
épée individual event at the team tourna-
ment in Oslo, Norway, on September 29.

• Yana Shemyakina won gold in the 

women’s épée event at the team tourna-
ment in Bratislava, Slovakia, on September 
16. Shemyakina won 15-14 against coun-
tryman Inna Brovko, who won silver.

Basketball
• Ukraine is in Round 2 of the FIBA 

Basketball World Cup qualification round. 
Ukraine, in fifith place in Group I, won 
76-65 against Spain on September 14, lost 
84-90 against Montenegro on September 
17, won 82-54 against Slovenia on 
November 29, and lost 68-72 against Spain 
again on December 2. Ukraine plays against 
Montenegro again on February 22 and 
against Slovenia on February 25. Ukraine 
has 15 points after 10 matches (5-5). The 
top three teams advance to the FIBA World 
Cup. Spain and Turkey have qualified, and 
Ukraine is vying for the third-place spot to 
advance to the FIBA World Cup.

Biathlon
• Ekaterina Bekh won bronze in the 

women’s 7.5-kilometer sprint (21:20.0 sec-
onds) at the Junior IBU Cup in Lenzerheide, 
Switzerland, on December 15-16.

• Yuliia Dzhima won gold in the wom-
en’s 15-kilometer individual race at the 
BMW IBU Biathlon World Cup in Pokljuka, 
Slovenia, on December 3-9. Ukraine’s single 
mixed relay team – Anastasiya Merkushyna 
and Artem Tishchenko – won bronze 
(38:47.4 seconds).

• Nadiia Belkina won bronze (24:06.5 
seconds) in the women’s 7.5-kilometer 
sprint at the IBU Cup in Idre-Sweden on 
November 29 through December 2. 

• Three Russian athletes – Catherine Beh, 
Anastasiya Rasskazova and Oksana 
Moskalenko – are set to represent Ukraine at 
international competitions, as stated by 
Vladimir Brynzak, head of the Ukrainian 
Biathlon Federation. Joining the Russian ath-
letes is their trainer, Ilya Lopukhov. The par-
ents of the athletes are Ukrainian citizens.

Athletics
• Ukraine won numerous medals at the 

Gloria Cup Athletics Tournament on 
September 11 in Turkey. Yuriy Cheban won 
gold in men’s single 200-meter canoe 
sprint, Mykhailo Romanchuk won gold in 
the men’s 1,500-meter freestyle swimming 
race, Ivan Pushkin (M85) won gold in the 
men’s 5,000-meter race-walk. Daryna 
Zevina won silver in the women’s 200-
meter backstroke, Romanchuk won silver 
in the men’s 1,500-meter freestyle race, 
Zevina won silver in the women’s 200-
meter backstroke. Bronze medalists were 
Bohdan Bondarenko (men’s high jump), 
and Oleh Kolodiy and Illya Kvasha (men’s 
3-meter synchronized springboard diving).

• Ukraine won nine medals at the 2018 

World Athletics Masters Championship in 
Malaga, Spain, on September 4-16. Gold 
medalists included Lyudmyla Pushkina 
(W50) in the women’s 2,000-meter race-
walk, Liliia Apolosova (W40) in the wom-
en’s 600-gram javelin throw, Nataliia 
Radionova (W45) in the women’s 9.080 kg 
hammer throw, Serhii Havras in the men’s 
(M60) 600-gram javelin throw; silver med-
alists were Lyusya Alekseyeva (W80) in the 
women’s 5,000-meter race-walk and 
Svitlana Sorochuk (W50) in the women’s 
shot put. Bronze medalists were Mykola 
Panaselko (M80) in the men’s 5,000-meter 
race-walk, Antonina Kyshko (W70) in the 
women’s 5,000-meter race-walk and 
Valentyna Krepkina (W50) in the women’s 
triple jump. 

Mixed martial arts
• Flyweight Aleksander Doskalchuk (10-

1, 4 KO) won by unanimous decision after 
five rounds against Mikael Silander (18-7, 3 
KO) of Finland on November 17 at M-1 
Challenge 99 Global.

• Heavyweight Sergey Spivak (9-0, 4 KO) 
won by first-round submission against 
Tony Lopez (61-29, 24 KO) of the U.S.A. on 
September 29 at the Sports Palace in Kyiv. 
The fight, which was scheduled for five 
rounds, was part of a WWFC 12 tourna-
ment. Flyweight Teimur Rahimov (7-1, 3 
KO) won by fifth-round TKO against coun-
tryman Alexander Barabash (8-2, 2 KO). 
Strawweight Svetlana Gotsyk (11-4, 3 KO) 
won by first-round KO against Umutkan 
Aitieva (2-1, 0 KO) of Kyrgyzstan. 

Sailing
• The Sailing Federation of Ukraine 

(SFU) has appealed to the World Sailing 
Board (WSB) and the International 
Olympic Committee to ban sailing events in 
Crimea organized by the Russian 
Federation. Instead, the SFU is asking that 
Ukraine host events in Crimea. The WSB 
sent a letter to the Russian Yachting 
Federation on September 10, 2017, inform-
ing its president, Vladimir Silkin, that its 
by-laws prohibit Russia from hosting 
events in Crimea. The SFU stated that if the 
WSB continues to recognize Russia as a 
member of its board, then it also recogniz-
es Russia’s annexation of Crimea, against 
the U.N. rules. 

Rowing
• Ukraine won one silver medal and two 

bronze medals (men’s four-man; mixed 
para-rowing two-person) at the 2018 
World Rowing Championships in Plovdiv, 
Bulgaria, on September 9-16. Ukraine fin-
ished in 19th place out of 28 countries. 
Roman Polianskyi won silver in the men’s 
para-rowing men’s single race.

visible. They are visible to even the ‘blind,’ 
and they amaze the friends of our nation.”

The patriarch noted the other mile-
stones achieved in 1990 for the creation of 
an independent Orthodox Church in 
Ukraine, including the establishment of 
Ukraine’s own independent hierarchy and 
the return to the bosom of their Mother 
Church of over 1,500 priests, who previous-
ly belongs to foreign jurisdictions. The All-
Ukrainian Sobor of the Ukrainian 
Autocephalous Orthodox Church, he added, 
convened in Kyiv on June 5-6, 1990, and 
voted for the creation of a patriarchate, fol-
lowed by another Synod in Kyiv, attended 
by hierarchs of the UAOC in Ukraine and 
representatives of the Council of Bishops of 
the UAOC in the diaspora, on November 16 
that elected Metropolitan Mstyslav as patri-

arch. His installation was held on 
November 17-18.

The Council of Bishops included: Ioann 
(metropolitan of Lviv and Halychyna); 
Constantine (archbishop of Chicago); 
Anatoliy (archbishop of Paris and Western 
Europe); Vasyliy, (archbishop of Ternopil 
and Buchach); Andriy (archbishop of Ivano-
Frankivsk and Kolomyia); Antony (archbish-
op of Washington); Volodymyr (archbishop 
of Bila Tserkva and Vyshhorod and vicarius 
of the Kyivan Eparchy); Paiisy (bishop of 
Curitiba and South America); Daniel (bishop 
of Chernivtsi and Khotyn); Mykolai (bishop 
of Lutsk and Volodymyr-Volynskyi; Roman 
(bishop of Uman); and Antoniy (bishop of 
Rivne and Ostrih).

These events, as noted in the analysis by 
Dr. David Marples and Ostap Skrypnyk, 
were “of significance, not only in the signal-
ing of the revival of an independent 
Orthodox Church in Ukraine, but also for 
the fact that Patriarch Mstyslav has long 

been noted for his desire for harmony 
between the Orthodox and Greek-Catholic 
Churches in Ukraine.”

It was unclear at the time how ownership 
of church property, previously owned by the 
Russian Orthodox Church in Ukraine, would 
be transferred to the UAOC. “As political 
power in Ukraine has shifted toward more 
popular forces, however, and as the authori-
ties have recognized the right of the 
Ukrainian Churches to organize, the Russian 
Orthodox Church has had to respond with 
more substantial policies than mere appeals 
for official support. In eastern Ukraine, where 
the party is stronger and Russification more 
deeply ingrained, it has used its institutional 
and political advantages to limit the spread of 
the UAOC. But with the return of Patriarch 
Mstyslav, the situation has been transformed. 
The authority of the émigré hierarch has bol-
stered the UAOC’s claims to be the legitimate 
voice of Orthodox Ukrainians.”

The patriarch’s visit to Ukraine began on 

October 20. He held a service at St. Sophia 
Cathedral to throngs of faithful, stopping in 
his native Poltava, and appearing with 
Metropolitan Volodymyr Sterniuk of the 
Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church during a 
ceremony in Lviv marking the 1918 procla-
mation of the Western Ukrainian National 
Republic. 

The Russian Orthodox Church, noted Dr. 
Marples, continued its policy in Ukraine of 
creating confusion and attempts to dimin-
ish support for Patriarch Mstyslav and the 
UAOC, even naming its Moscow-loyal juris-
diction as the Ukrainian Orthodox Church, 
and later the Ukrainian Autonomous 
Orthodox Church, with the same acronym 
as the UAOC.

Sources: “Nativity Epistle of Patriarch 
Msytyslav I,” and  “Patriarch Mstyslav and 
revival of the Ukrainian Autocephalous 
Orthodox Church,” by Dr. David Marples and 
Ostap Skrypnyk, The Ukrainian Weekly, 
January 6, 1991.

(Continued from page 6)

Turning...
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NEW YORK – This fall in New York City was marked by the 
continuation of a music project initiated several years ago by 
Ukrainian opera and chamber singer Oleg Chmyr that aims to 
present “Ukrainian Stars in America” to audiences in the U.S. 

A baritone, Mr. Chmyr is a leading soloist with the New 
Jersey State Opera who has performed throughout Europe 
and the United States and holds the title of Honored Artist of 
Ukraine. He is also a music educator, teaching applied voice at 
the County College of Morris, and an artistic director.

The concert of internationally known singers and musi-
cians that took place at Merkin Hall of the Kaufman Music 
Center in New York on October 7 featured Mr. Chmyr, sopra-
nos Oksana Krovytska (New York City Opera) and Marta 
Zalizniak (Lviv), the Ukrainian Chorus Dumka (led by music 
director and conductor Vasyl Hrechynsky), the Art-Strings 
Quartet (led by violinist Oleksander Abayev) and piano 
accompanist David Maiullo. 

Also on the program was the Iskra Ukrainian Dance 
Academy of Whippany, N.J., whose artistic director is Andrij 
Cybyk. Sofia Shields was the concert’s master of ceremonies.

The ultimate aim of his project, according to Mr. Chmyr, is 

The Ukrainian Chorus Dumka, with musical director Vasyl Hrechynsky.
Lev Khmelkovsky

The Art-Strings Quartet.

The Iskra Ukrainian Dance Academy.

Opera singer continues his “Glory to Ukraine” concert series

Soprano Oksana KrovytskaBaritone Oleg Chmyr Soprano Marta Zalizniak

to take such concerts of renowned per-
formers on tour to major cities across the 
country to showcase the rich musical heri-
tage of Ukraine. The idea was born back in 
2007 when the first concert of “Ukrainian 
Stars in America” was presented on 
October 14 at Drew University’s Dorothy 
Young Arts Center to mark the 25th anni-
versary of Mr. Chmyr’s stage career.

The recent concert in New York City 
was composed of two parts: “European 
Classical Music,” featuring works by 
Mozart , Puccini,  Tchaikovsky and 
Offenbach; and “Ukrainian Songs, Arias 
and Dancers” presenting music by 
Myroslav Skoryk, Mykola Lysenko, Semen 
Hulak-Artemovsky, Anatoliy Kos-Anatolsky 
and Maestro Hrechynsky, as well as folk 
music and Ukrainian dance.
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Wishing a

JOYOUS CHRISTMAS
and a

HAPPY NEW YEAR
to Family, Friends,

the UNA General Assembly
and all UNA Members and their Families

Luba and George Walchuk

Wishing 

a very Merry Christmas
and 

a Happy New Year 

to all my family and friends.  

Myron Kolinsky

Wishing a

Merry Christmas 
and a 

Happy New Year
to our family and friends

Peter and Eugene Serba

Wishing everyone 
a Joyous Christmas 

and a 
Happy New Year! 

Irene Jarosewich with husband Oleksandr

Merry Christmas
and 

a Happy New Year 

to family and friends,  
members of the UNA General Assembly,

 Branch Secretaries, and all UNA employees.

Yuriy and Nataliya Symczyk

We greet all our
dear friends

and colleagues
with a joyful

Christmas carol
and best wishes

for a wonderful new year!
– Andriy, Roma, Markian and Paul Hadzewycz

Радісних Свят
Різдва Христового і

Щасливого Нового Року
родині, приятелям, знайомим,
Головному Урядові УНСоюзу,

працівникам та всім секретарям Відділів

щиро бажають

СТЕФАН і СВЯТОСЛАВА
КАЧАРАЇ з родиною

God’s Blessings to All
during this Joyous Christmas Season

and
wishes for a Happy and Healthy New Year

 

� e Horbaty Family
Gloria (Paproski) Horbaty, UNA Advisor,

with husband Donald
children: Roman and Chrystyna

grandchildren: Tristan and Justyna

        Христос Раждається!
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The Executive Сommittee 
of the Ukrainian National Association

and its newspapers, 
Svoboda and The Ukrainian Weekly,

extend best wishes for a Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year to the leaders of Ukrainian Churches, 
Ukrainian organizations, the UNA General Assembly, 
District Committees, Branches and members, readers 

of the UNA’s publications, as well as Ukrainian 
communities in the diaspora and Ukraine.

Christ is Born!  Glorify Him!
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Щирі Вітання
з нагоди свят

Різдва Христового 
і

Нового Року
родині, приятелям і пацієнтам 

засилають

Рута і Петро Ленчур з дітьми
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З Різдвом Христовим
вiтаємо щиро 

 Рідних, Приятелів і Знайомих,
а в Новому Році

бажаємо всього найкращого.

Христос Рождається!

НЕОНІЛЯ СОХАН і син ТАРАС

  
Веселих Свят Різдва Христового

та
 Щасливого Нового Року

родині, приятелям і знайомим
б а ж а ю т ь

АННА і СТЕФАН МАКУХИ

РАДІСНИХ СВЯТ РІЗДВА ХРИСТОВОГО
І ЩАСЛИВОГО НОВОГО РОКУ

РОДИНІ, ПРИЯТЕЛЯМ І ЗНАЙОМИМ

б а ж а ю т ь

ЛІДА І ОРЕСТ ЦЯПКА з родиною

Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year 

to all our family, friends and clients.

DUNWOODIE TRAVEL BUREAU
125 Corporate Blvd., Ste 300, Yonkers, NY 10701

800-550-4334 • 914-969-4200 • FAX: (914) 969-2108
e-mail: alesia@dunwoodietravel.com

  ВЕСЕЛИХ СВЯТ РІЗДВА ХРИСТОВОГО,
  ЩAСЛИВОГО НОВОГО РОКУ
  та БОЖИХ ЛАСК

РОДИНІ, ПРИЯТЕЛЯМ і ЗНАЙОМИМ
бажають

ЛЮБА і ЯРОСЛАВ ФЕДУНИ з родиною

To all our family and friends,

Merry Christmas 
and a 

Happy and Prosperous
New Year

Oksana and George Stanko

З РІЗДВОМ ХРИСТОВИМ
і

НОВИМ РОКОМ
вітаємо

родину, приятелів і знайомих.

д-р Юрій і Христя Демидовичі з Родиною

         З ПРАЗНИКОМ
         РІЗДВА XРИСТОВОГО

   вітаю

родину, приятелів і членів Головного Уряду,
як також працівників Українського Народного Союзу

та видавництва „Свобода“ і The Ukrainian Weekly

та бажаю

ЩАСЛИВОГО НОВОГО РОКУ

УЛЯНА ДЯЧУК

З РІЗДВОМ ХРИС ТОВИМ
І НОВИМ Р ОКОМ

вітаємо

родину, друзів і знайомих.

ІГОР  і  НАТАЛКА  ҐАВДЯКИ
з родиною

Радісних Свят 

Різдва Христового
та

Щасливого Нового Рову
бажаємо Вам і Вашій Родині

Богдана, Богдан і Александер Пужик
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        вітають родину, приятелів і знайомих

      ЗЕНОН, ДОЗЯ і ВІКА КРІСЛАТІ
та засилають наищиріші святочні побажання всій родині 
на рідній Батьківщині та всім ближчим і дальшим друзям.

ХРИСТОС РОЖДАЄТЬСЯ!             СЛАВІТЕ ЙОГО!

Клівленд, Огайо                                                                     Cleveland, Ohio

З Різдвом Христовим, 

Святим Йорданом і Новим Роком

Wishing all our members and supporters

Merry Christmas 
and 

a Happy New Year!

Thank you for your continued support.

The Ukrainian American 
Coordinating Council

To all our Families and Friends 
here at home and abroad, 

we wish You a

Merry Christmas
and a

Happy New Year!
Ukrainian American 

Bar Association
www.uaba.org

Best Wishes 
to Our Family and Friends 

for a Healthy 
and Happy Holiday Season!

Zirka and Myroslaw Smorodsky
 

Христос Рождається!

СТАНИЧНА СТАРШИНА
ПЛАСТОВОЇ СТАНИЦІ

В НЬЮ-ЙОРКУ

бажає

УКРАЇНСЬКІЙ ГРОМАДІ, ПЛАСТОВІЙ ФУНДАЦІЇ,
СВОЇМ ЖЕРТВОДАВЦЯМ ТА УСІМ ПЛАСТУНАМ І 

ПРИЯТЕЛЯМ ПЛАСТУ

ВЕСЕЛИХ СВЯТ
ТА

ЩАСЛИВОГО НОВОГО РОКУ

www.plastnyc.org

A Merry Christmas
and

a Happy New Year
with loving best wishes
to family and friends.

Mary J. Kramarenko

P: 973-854-0917
F: 888-392-5704

e: roman@tabalaw.com

2200 Route 10, Suite 104 
Parsippany, NJ 07054 

www.tabalaw.com

Wishing a very

Merry Christmas
and a 

Happy New Year

to all our family, friends and clients

Roman Tabatchouk and family

ROMAN TABATCHOUK, ESQ.
Licensed in NJ & NY

Радісних Свят
Різдва Христового

та 
Щасливого Нового Року

Родині, Приятелям та Клієнтам

бажають

Зеня Брожина 
з сином Олесем з дружиною Христею 

і дітьми Матеєм і Христіяном
та сином Романом з дружиною Ренею



No. 51-52THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY      SUNDAY, DECEMBER 23 - DECEMBER 30, 201826

Yaroslaw and  Karen Chelak
Moye Handling Systems, Inc

39 Rt 206 Box 785, Somerville, NJ 08876
908/526-5010 • f 908/707-1686 • www.hoistdepot.com

Greetings and Best Wishes 
for a 

Merry Christmas 
and a 

Happy New Year

Христос Раждається!

       
     Центральна Управа, Відділи
    i все членство Організації
    Державного Відродження
 України (ОДВУ)

    в і т а ю т ь

З РІЗДВОМ ХРИСТОВИМ 
та 

НОВИМ РОКОМ
Український народ на рідних землях і всіх наших земляків, 

розкинених по різних країнах світу. Вітаємо Ієрархію 
Українських Церков в Україні і діяспорі, центральні 

проводи і членство політичних і громадських організацій
 в Україні і діяспорі, а в тому проводи і членство УНО – 

Канада, ІСНО, Фундацію  ім. О. Ольжича, Жіноче 
Т-во ім. О. Теліги та Редакцію  „Смолоскип“. 

Бажаємо успіхів у всіх заходах для об’єднання 
національно-державницьких сил у справі відбудови 

і закріплення української соборної самостійної України.

Слава Україні! - Героям Слава!

ХРИСТОС РОЖДАЄТЬСЯ!

Наукове Toвариство ім. Шевченка 
в Америці

б а ж а є

всім членам нашої громади

Радісних Свят 
Різдва Христового,
доброго і успішного
Нового 2019 року

ХРИСТОС РОДИВСЯ!

Запрошуємо Вас
на наші конференції й доповіді.
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We wish you a 

Merry Christmas 
and a

Happy New Year!

www.lemko-ool.com

More than ever, we ask God for His protection 
over Ukraine, where her children are 

fighting for a better future.

We sincerely thank all our branch heads and our 
entire membership for their hard work and support.

The National Boards of

The Organization for the Defense of 
Lemkivshchyna (OOL) 

and
The Lemko Research Foundation (LRF)

We invite all to KLK’s 2019 Ski Races 
Date to be con� rmed.

Watch for our ads  in � e Ukrainian Weekly and Svoboda.

CHRIST IS BORN!  
Greetings from KLK,

the Carpathian Ski Club,
to all our members, family and friends!

May you have
the spirit of Christmas

which is Peace,
the gladness of Christmas

which is Hope,
and the Heart of Christmas

which is Love. 

Merry Christmas 
and a Happy, Healthy New Year!

2 East 79th Street, New York, NY 10075
212-288-8660 ∙ mail@ukrainianinstitute.org

www.ukrainianinstitute.org

Warmest Wishes 

for a Joyous Christmas
and a 

Happy & Healthy New Year
to all our Members, their Families and our Friends

from the Board of Directors of the
Ukrainian Institute of America

 З нагоди Різдва Христового 
       та 
          Нового 2019 Року

Екзекутива та Рада Директорів
Злученого Українського Американського Допомогового Комітету

шле щирий привіт і святочні побажання Ієрархам і духовенству 
Українських Церков, нашим добродіям і жертводавцям, членам 

ЗУАДК-у і всім нашим братам і сестрам по цілому світі.
 Нехай Всемогучий Господь обдарує всіх щедрими ласками.

Христос Родився!   Славім Його!
Екзекутива ЗУАДК-у

    
       

United Ukrainian American Relief Committee, Inc.
1206 Cottman Ave,  Philadelphia, PA 19111
Tel.  215-728-1630  •   Fax.  215-728-1631

e-mail:  uuarc@verizon.net   •   web site:  www.uuarc.org

За Крайову Управу СУМ,
Адріан Длябога - Голова
Оля Тимош - Секретар 

KРАЙОВА УПРАВА 
СПІЛКИ УКРАЇНСЬКОЇ МОЛОДІ В АМЕРИЦІ

бажає
Ієрархам Українських Церков, 

Президентові України Петрові Порошенкові, 
Світовій Управі СУМ, всім Управам Осередків 
та Булавам Відділів Юнацтва СУМ, членам 

і прихильникам та Українському 
Народові в Україні і в діяспорі

мирних і радісних свят

РІЗДВА ХРИСТОВОГО та ЩАСЛИВОГО НОВОГО РОКУ

ХРИСТОС РОЖДАЄТЬСЯ!              СЛАВІМ ЙОГО!
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Головна Управа „Самопоміч“
Об’єднання Українців в Америці

вітає

Відділи і все членство
з наступаючими Святами

і бажає
Веселих Свят

Різдва Xристового
та

щасливого і повного успіхів
Нового Року

ХРИСТОС РОЖДАЄТЬСЯ!
 За дирекцію ОУА,

Олег Лопатинський, голова
Володимир Сафіян, касир

 Федеральна Кредитова Кооператива
        СУМА в Йонкерсі, Н. Й.
       разом зі своїми філіями

вітає

Всіх своїх шановних членів, приятелів та українську громаду
в Йонкерсі, Н. Й., Спрінґ Валі, Н. Й., Стемфорді, Кон.,

Ню-Гейвені, Кон. та околицях

З Радісним Святом

РІЗДВА ХРИСТОВОГО і
з НОВИМ РОКОМ

Бажаємо усім доброго здоров’я, миру і спокою,
успіхів у житті та праці на добро українського народу.

ХРИСТОС РОДИВСЯ!    СЛАВІМ ЙОГО!

Члени Дирекції, комісії та працівники Федеральної
Кредитової Кооперативи СУМА.

SUMA (YONKERS) FEDERAL CREDIT UNION
125 Corporate Blvd.
Yonkers, NY 10701

914-220-4900
www.sumafcu.org

ДИРЕКЦІЯ ПЛАСТОВОЇ ФУНДАЦІЇ В НЮ-ЙОРКУ

бажає 

своїм членам, фундаторам, добродіям, жертводавцям,
Начальному Пластунові, пластовим проводам, проводам

Пласт-Прияту, пластункам і пластунам
та всій українській громаді

ВЕСЕЛИХ СВЯТ
РІЗДВА ХРИСТОВОГО

та
ЩАСЛИВОГО НОВОГО РОКУ!

       Щиросердечні побажання

   РАДІСНИХ СВЯТ 
    РІЗДВА ХРИСТОВОГО

   та 
ЩАСЛИВОГО НОВОГО РОКУ

для української громади

 з а с и л а є

DNIPRO LLC.
Tel.: (908) 241-2190 • (888) 336-4776

OF 12TH STREET 
RESTAURANT

Over 100 Years of Italian 
HOME COOKING

302 East 12th Street (near 2nd Ave.), New York, NY 10003
Tel.: 212-475-9531

Merry Christmas 

and a Happy New Year 

to 

the patrons of
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Michigan
Ukrainian Selfreliance Michigan
Federal Credit Union
26791 Ryan Road
Warren, MI 48091
T: 877. POLTAVA
Branch o�  ces:
Hamtramck, MI
www.usmfcu.org

New Jersey
Nova UA Federal Credit Union
851 Allwood Road
Cli� on, NJ 07012
T: 1-844-7NOVAFCU
Branch o�  ce:
Botany Village; Clift on, NJ
www.novafcu.com

New York
Self Reliance (NY)
Federal Credit Union
108 Second Avenue
New York, NY 10003
T: 888.SELFREL
Branch o�  ces:
Kerhonkson, NY; Uniondale, NY;
Astoria, NY; Lindenhurst, NY
www.selfrelianceny.org

Pennsylvania – New Jersey
Ukrainian Selfreliance
Federal Credit Union
221 W Street Rd,
Feasterville, PA 19053
T: 888.POLTAVA
Branch o�  ces:
Jenkintown, PA;
Philadelphia, PA; Trenton, NJ
www.ukrfcu.com

Pennsylvania
Ukrainian Selfreliance
of Western Pennsylvania
Federal Credit Unon
95 South Seventh Street
Pittsburgh, PA 15203
T: 412.481.1865
www.samopomich.com

Connecticut-Massachusetts
Ukrainian Selfreliance New England
Federal Credit Union
21 Silas Deane Highway
Wethers� eld, CT 06109
T: 800.405.4714
Branch o�  ces:
Westfi eld, MA; New Britain, CT
www.usnefcu.com

Illinois – New Jersey
Selfreliance Federal Credit Union
2332 West Chicago Ave.
Chicago, IL 60622
T: 888.222.UKR1
Branch o�  ces:
Newark, NJ; Jersey City, NJ;
Whippany, NJ; 
Warren, MI; Hamtramck, MI; 
West Bloomfi eld, MI;
Palatine, IL; Bloomingdale, IL;
Chicago, IL
www.selfreliance.com

Maryland
Selfreliance Baltimore
Federal Credit Union
2345 Eastern Avenue
Baltimore, MD 21224
T: 410.327.9841
 www.srbfcu.org

New York – Connecticut
SUMA (Yonkers)
Federal Credit Union
125 Corporate Blvd.
Yonkers, NY 10701
T: 888.644.SUMA
Branch o�  ces:
Spring Valley, NY; Stamford, CT;
New Haven, CT; Yonkers, NY
www.sumafcu.org

New York – New Jersey
Ukrainian National
Federal Credit Union
215 Second Avenue
New York, NY 10003
T: 866.859.5848
Branch o�  ces:
South Bound Brook, NJ
Brooklyn, NY; Perth Amboy, NJ
www.ukrnatfcu.org

New York – California
Massachusetts – Ohio – 
Oregon – Washington
Ukrainian Federal Credit Union
824 Ridge Road East
Rochester, NY 14621
T: 877.968.7828
Branch o�  ces:
Buff alo, NY; Amherst, NY; 
Syracuse, NY; Webster, NY; 
Boston, MA; Cleveland, OH; 
Portland, OR; Sacramento, CA; 
Seattle, WA; Vancouver, WA
www.ukrainianfcu.org

Ohio
Cleveland Selfreliance
Federal Credit Union
6108 State Road
Parma, OH 44134
T: 440.884.9111
Branch o�  ces:
North Canton, OH; Lorain, OH
www.clevelandselfreliance.com 

ЦЕНТРАЛЯ УКРАЇНСЬКИХ КООПЕРАТИВ АМЕРИКИ (ЦУКА)
UKRAINIAN NATIONAL CREDIT UNION ASSOCIATION

2315 W. Chicago Ave.,  Chicago, Illinois 60622  •  Tel. 773 489-0050  •  www.uncua.com

Christ is Born!      Glorify Him!
One of the real joys of this Glorious season is the opportunity

to say Thank You, to wish you a very Blessed and Merry Christmas, 
and a New Year of health, happiness and prosperity.

Ukrainian Selfreliance 
New England Federal Credit Union

wishes you 
a Merry Christmas 

and a New Year � lled
with peace and happiness!

21 SILAS DEANE HIGHWAY, WETHERSFIELD, CT 06109-1238 PHONES 860-296-4714 • 800-405-4714  FAX 860-296-3499

WESTFIELD BRANCH •103 NORTH ELM STREET, WESTFIELD, MA 01085 • PHONE 413-568-4948  FAX 413-568-4747
NEW BRITAIN BRANCH • 270 BROAD STREET, NEW BRITAIN, CT 06053 • PHONE 860-801-6095  FAX 860-801-6120

VISIT OUR WEB SITE AT: WWW.USNEFCU.COM

Український народ у вільній Україні, Ієрархію і Духовенство
Українських Церков, Проводи українських організацій в Україні 

та в діяспорі, Українську світову Кооперативну Раду та 
Централю Українських Кооператив Америки, всіх своїх 

членів, їхні родини та все українське громадянство

З РІЗДВОМ ХРИСТОВИМ І НОВИМ РОКОМ

ХРИСТОС РОЖДАЄТЬСЯ!

Cleveland Selfrelianc FCU
6108 State Road, Parma, Ohio 44134           (440) 884-9111
3010 Charleston Ave., Loraion, Ohio 44055          (440) 277-1901
5553 Whipple Ave., # F, N. Canton, Ohio 44720           (330) 305-0989

C S F C U

ФЕДЕРАЛЬНА КРЕДИТОВА 
КООПЕРАТИВА „САМОПОМІЧ“

у Клівленді, Огайо 
з радістю вітає
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ОЛЕГ ЛАЗІРКО з дружиною ГАНУСЕЮ,
донею ХРИСТИНОЮ і сином АНДРІЄМ

НАТАЛКА ЛАЗІРКО ФАРРЕЛ з донею ІВАНКОЮ

OLYMPIC COMMUNITY MARKET
122 40th Street, Irvington, NJ

Tel.: (973) 375-3181 • Fax: (973) 375-2027

ВЕСЕЛИХ СВЯТ РІЗДВА ХРИСТОВОГО
та 

ЩАСЛИВОГО НОВОГО РОКУ

КЛІЄНТАМ, ЗНАЙОМИМ і РОДИНІ

бажають

власники м’ясної крамниці

 „OLYMPIC COMMUNITY MARKET“

         ХРИСТОС РОЖДАЄТЬСЯ!

Веселих Свят 
та Щасливого Нового Року

б а ж а є

УКРАЇНСЬКОМУ ГРОМАДЯНСТВУ

ЛИТВИН І ЛИТВИН
УКРАЇНСЬКЕ ПОХОРОННЕ ЗАВЕДЕННЯ

UNION FUNERAL HOME

1600 Stuyvesant Ave. (corner Stanley Terr.), Union, NJ 07083
(908) 964-4222

ВEСЕЛИХ СВЯТ РІЗДВА ХРИСТОВОГО
ТА ЩАСЛИВОГО НОВОГО РОКУ

нашим покупцям і приятелям
бажає

ЕAST VILLAGE MEAT MARKET
M.Ю. БАЧИНСЬКИЙ

139 2nd Avenue (between 8th and 9th Streets) New York City  •  Tel.: (212) 228-5590

Найбільший у Ню-Йорку український м’ясний магазин пропонує широкий вибір вуджених домашніх 
ковбас та свіжовиготовлених гарячих і холодних виробів української та европейської кухні.

� e ¢ nest home-made American and European-style food.

For 60 years we have treated our guests to the most delicious 
traditional Ukrainian cuisine. If you cannot visit Ukraine, 
visit us in New York’s East Village, sample our dishes, and 

enjoy the past and present of our neighborhood. 

We are awaiting you!
Traditional Ukrainian dishes 

in the center of the East Village

Veselka Restaurant
Wishes all its patrons

Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year

Veselka Restaurant
144 2nd Avenue, New York, NY 10003
212-228-9682 F 212-505-6950
www.veselka.com

twitter         @veselkanyc
instagram   #veselkanyc
facebook     /veselkanyc

Roma Pryma Bohachevsky
Ukrainian Dance Foundation

extends warmest wishes 

for a Merry Christmas
and 

a Happy and Healthy New Year

to all its members, 
their families and friends

leading world financial institutions ensure 
stability of our progress and strengthen 
resilience of Ukraine against severe inter-
nal and external challenges,” President 
Poroshenko said in a statement.

The IMF loan agreement “will provide 
an anchor for the authorities’ economic 
policies during 2019 and focus on main-
taining macreconomic and financial stabili-
ty,” the fund said in a statement.

It said the program would focus on priori-
ties including reducing public debt and infla-
tion, reviving bank lending, and “advancing a 
focused set of structural reforms, particular-
ly to improve tax administration, privatiza-
tion, and governance.”

The prospect of securing more IMF loans 
has allowed the Ukrainian government, 
which must service a rising debt burden next 

year, to seek new debt on world markets.
It also opens the door for the European 

Union and other foreign donors to provide 
more aid.

The World Bank suggested the loan 
guarantee it announced is aimed in part to 
support economic reforms and efforts to 
tackle problems that throw up barriers to 
economic progress, such as corruption.

“Overall, the reform program... address-
es structural bottlenecks and sends a signal 
to investors about Ukraine’s ability to sus-
tain reforms and address macroeconomic 
vulnerabilities ahead of the 2019 elections,” 
said Satu Kahkonen, World Bank country 
director for Ukraine.

Copyright 2018, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (for the 
full text of the story, see https://www.rferl.
org/a/imf-ukraine-loan/29664278.html).

(Continued from page 1)

IMF approves...
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Ukrainian American 
Cultural Center of New Jersey

60 North Je� erson Road, Whippany, NJ 07981

wishes

MERRY CHRISTMAS 
and

A HAPPY NEW YEAR
to all its members, guests, patrons 

and the entire Ukrainian community.

Christ is Born! Glorify Him!

З Новим Роком!
З Новим щастям!
Із Різдвом Христовим.
Хай задумане – удасться,
Нехай Боже слово
Оберегом для Вас буде
Добрі, рідні, щирі люди! 

2200 Route 10 West, Suite 109, Parsippany, NJ 07054
Tel.: 973 538-3888 • Fax: 973 538-3899

Будьмо ближче до України!

щиро здоровлять
РОДИНУ, ДРУЗІВ і ВСЮ УКРАЇНСЬКУ 

ГРОМАДУ

МИХАЙЛО СТАЩИШИН
з родиною

      власник фірми

INTERNATIONAL TR ADE, LTD
e-mail: roxolanaltd@roxolana.com
web: www.roxolana.com

Ukrainian East Village
Restaurant

wishes its guests, patrons  
and the Ukrainian community,

a joyous Christmas 
and a Blessed New Year

140 2nd Ave.,  New York, NY 10003  •  Tel. 212 614-3283

Orphans’ Aid Society
26 years of service

Щиро вітаємо наших членів, 
прихильників та Українську громаду 

з Різдвом Христовим 
та Новим Роком

www.oasukraine.org
oasnyo@gmail.com

136 2nd Ave., Ste 504,  New York, NY 10003
Tel.: 516-250-7805

To our members, supporters 
and the Ukrainian community, we wish you 

a joyous Christmas 
and a Blessed New Year

Т-во Допомоги Сиротам 
в Україні

26 років допомоги

РАДІСНИХ СВЯТ РІЗДВА ХРИСТОВОГО 
та ЩАСЛИВОГО НОВОГО 2019 РОКУ

РОДИНІ, ПРИЯТЕЛЯМ І КЛІЄНТАМ
 

бажають власники

А РКИ
МАРІЙКА і  МИКОЛА ДРОБЕНКО

 з дітьми 
89 E. 2nd Street, (near 1st Ave.)

New York, NY 10009
Tel.: (212) 473-3550
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M a i n  O f f i c e
8 5 1  Al l wo o d  R o a d
Cl i f to n ,  N J  0 7 0 1 2
973-471-0700

B o t a ny  Vi l l a g e  O f f i c e
2 3 7  D ay to n  Ave
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tionship with the Ecumenical Patriarchate in 
Istanbul, where Ecumenical Patriarch 
Bartholomew is considered the “first among 
equals” in the world’s Orthodox community 
of 250 million to 300 million faithful. 

In addition to the UOC-KP, the Ukrainian 
Autocephalous Orthodox Church also joined 
the new Orthodox Church of Ukraine. 

President Petro Poroshenko, who also 
was present during the ecclesiastical coun-
cil, described the outcome as Ukraine’s con-
cluding break from Russia’s yoke. 

“This day will go into history as a sacred 
day... the day of final independence from 
Russia,” he told thousands of supporters 
gathered on St. Sophia Square. 

Quoting revered Ukrainian bard and 
poet Taras Shevchenko, he said: “And 
Ukraine will no longer drink… ‘Moscow’s 
poison from Moscow’s bowl.’ ” 

Regarding the restoration of an autoceph-
alous Orthodox Church, Ukraine’s first war-
time president said: “What is this Church? 
This is a Church without [Russian President 
Vladimir] Putin. What is this Church? This is 
a Church without [Russian Orthodox 
Patriarch] Kirill. What is this Church? This is 
a Church without prayers for the Russian 
authorities and the Russian army, because 
they kill Ukrainians. But this is a Church with 
God. This Church is with Ukraine.”

The Russian Orthodox Church has so far 
called two of its Ukrainian members who 
joined the Unification Synod “traitors.”

Writing about the ROC’s decision to end 
diplomatic ties with the Constantinople 
Patriarchate, religious expert Giacomo 
Sanfilippo noted in an opinion piece pub-
lished on December 14 in the Kyiv Post: “The 
facts seem clear: Moscow has willfully creat-
ed and orchestrated a global schism the scale 
of which we have never seen in Orthodox 

history – worse than 1054, as promised.” 
“These do not look like the actions of a 

Church motivated by pastoral concern for 
anyone at all, but the retaliation of a thug 
who sees his power slipping through his 
fingers,” Mr. Sanfilippo commented.

About 54 percent of Ukrainians view the 
Orthodox Church’s autocephaly as “posi-
tive,” according to a survey conducted by 
the Rating Sociological Group whose find-
ings were released in October. Nineteen 
percent hold the opposite view. 

The ROC claims that it has more church-
es and parish communities in Ukraine than 
the other two Orthodox Churches com-
bined. However, 29 percent of Orthodox 
believers identify  with the Kyiv 
Patriarchate, according to findings from a 
Razumkov Center poll published on April 
26. Less than half that number identify 
with the Moscow Patriarchate. The remain-
der say they are simply “Orthodox.”

President Putin has promised to “pro-
tect” believers of the UOC-MP and property 
belonging to it. 

The Security Service of Ukraine (SBU) 
said two days before the synod that it had 
prevented a series of provocations directed 
by Moscow to fracture the event. 

They were to take place at religious sites 
throughout the country, including the 
Monastery of the Caves (Pecherska Lavra) 
in Kyiv, another UNESCO heritage site. 

At a press briefing, the first deputy head 
of the SBU, Viktor Kononenko, said that 
Lavra leader Metropolitan Pavlo (Lebed) 
had met with Russian agents in Moscow 
and received $5,000 to coordinate the 
actions on December 13-14. Among them 
allegedly were the takeover of church prop-
erty and injuries and killings of worshipers 
at various religious sites. 

Metropolitan Pavlo rejected the allega-
tions and called the SBU’s investigation 

(Continued from page 1)

Metropolitan...

Clergymen gather inside the 11th-century St. Sophia Cathedral in Kyiv during the 
Unification Synod that elected Metropolitan Epifaniy as the primate of the newly 

formed Orthodox Church of Ukraine.

Presidential Administration of Ukraine

(Continued on page 35)
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December 31 New Year’s Eve celebration, with music by The Fourth 
Perth Amboy, NJ Wave Band, Assumption Ukrainian Catholic Church, 
 862-309-8838 or www.uaccnj.org

December 31 New Year’s Eve gala, Soyuzivka Heritage Center, 
Kerhonkson, NY www.soyuzivka.com or 845-626-5641

December 31 New Year’s Eve benefit celebration, with music by Relax, 
Whippany, NJ Ukrainian American Cultural Center of New Jersey, 
 862-309-8838 or www.uaccnj.org

January 5 Traditional Ukrainian Christmas Eve dinner,
Austin, TX Austin Texas Ukrainians, Blackhawk Amenity Center,
 www.facebook.com /events/718587155170297

January 6 Ukrainian Christmas Eve dinner, Soyuzivka Heritage 
Kerhonkson, NY Center, www.soyuzivka.com or 845-626-5641

January 12 Caroling for Christ concert, Ukrainian Cultural Center of 
Somerset, NJ the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the U.S.A., 
 732-356-0090

January 19 Malanka Masquerade Dance, with music by Zapovid, 
Buffalo, NY Dnipro Ukrainian Cultural Center, 716-316-1051 

January 25-27 Ukraine booth, The New York Times Travel Show,
New York U.S.-Ukraine Foundation, Jacob K. Javits Center,
 info@usukraine.org or 202-789-4467

January 26 Presentation of Debutantes, Plast Ukrainian Scouting 
Whippany, NJ Organization (Newark Branch), Hanover Marriott,
 plastnewarkdebball@gmail.com or 908-448-6389 

January 26 Concert with violinist Solomiya Ivakhiv, William Purvis 
Stonington, CT on horn and pianist Mihae Lee, La Grua Center, 
 http://lagruacenter.org or 860-535-2300

February 2 Concert, featuring “Dazzling Duo” pianists Antonio 
New York Pompa-Baldi and Emanuela Friscioni, Ukrainian 
 Institute of America, www.ukrainianinstitute.org or 
 212-288-8660 

February 7 Alexander Dallin Lecture by Sergei Guriev, “Work in 
Stanford, CA Transition: Transformation of Work in Russia and Other
 Post-Communist Countries,” Stanford University,
 http://creees.stanford.edu or creeesinfo@stanford.edu

February 9 Chervona Kalyna Cotillion Ball, with music by Hrim, 
Pearl River, NY Plast Ukrainian Scouting Organization, Hilton Pearl 
 River Hotel, www.kalynadeb.org 

March 2 Presentation of Debutantes, Ukrainian American Youth 
Parsippany, NJ Association, Sheraton Parsippany, www.cym.org/us/deb 

March 2 Celebratory concert honoring Oleh Krysa and Mykola 
New York Suk, Ukrainian Institute of America, 
 www.ukrainianinstitute.org or 212-288-8660 

April 6 30th anniversary finale concert, featuring violinists
New York Solomiya Ivakhiv and Sean Wang, violist Melissa Reardon,
 cellist Amir Eldan, bassist Peter Weitzner and pianist 
 Heng Jin-Park, Ukrainian Institute of America,
 www.ukrainianinstitute.org or 212-288-8660

May 3 Concert, “From Europe with Love,” with violinist Solomiya
New York Ivakhiv, violist Carol Rodland, cellist Yves Dharamraj and
 pianist Gilbert Kalish, Ukrainian Institute of America,
 www.ukrainianinstitute.org or 212-288-8660

Entries in “Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to events 
advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome submissions 
from all our readers. Items will be published at the discretion of the editors 
and as space allows. Please send e-mail to mdubas@ukrweekly.com.

“political pressure” ahead of the Unification 
Synod. He cited the counterintelligence agency’s 
searches of his residence on November 30. 

Asked why Russia is so opposed to Ukraine 
receiving a Tomos, the chief editor of the 
Religious Information Service of Ukraine, Taras 
Antoshevskyi, told Radio Liberty that is because 
“it ruins the historical myth of the unity of the 
Russian Empire’s people.”

He said the myth was built over the centuries 
with great effort, including by Soviet dictator 
Joseph Stalin. 

“This myth is guided by representatives of the 
Russian Orthodox Church,” Mr. Antoshevskyi said. 
“The main idea of the myth is that Ukrainians and 
Russians are one people, and therefore 
Ukrainians do not need an independent Church. 
And the destruction of this myth is very danger-
ous for the new imperial policy of the Kremlin.”

New Church leader’s biography

Metropolitan Epifaniy was born in Odesa 
Oblast, but grew up in the village of Stara 
Zhadova in Chernivtsi region, according to a pro-
file published on RISU’s website. Upon complet-
ing high school, he entered the Kyiv Theological 
Seminary in 1996, graduating three years later. 
He immediately entered the Kyiv Theological 
Academy, finishing in 2003. He also studied for 
two years in 2006-2007 at the National 
University of Athens, majoring in philosophy. 

The metropolitan was given the clerical name 
of Epifaniy on December 21, 2007, after being 
tonsured a monk. A year later he was “appointed 
secretary of Patriarch Filaret (Denysenko),” wrote 
RISU.

He was appointed Bishop of Vyshhorod in 
2009 and a year later was chosen to lead the Kyiv 
Orthodox Theological Academy and became rul-
ing bishop of the Peryaslav-Khmelnytsky eparchy. 

In 2012, he rose to archbishop, and then met-
ropolitan a year after that. At the time of his elec-
tion as head of the new Orthodox Church of 
Ukraine, he was also a permanent member of the 
Holy Synod of the UOC-KP. 

(Continued from page 34)

Metropolitan...

ing cadences to unexpected tonics, continually change the har-
monic light, once suddenly illuminating certain important 
words or whole parts of the form, or completely darkening the 
texture, thereby achieving a sense of mystery, even daze. In 
chants towards the end of the liturgy, the music in the sacramen-
tal “Praise the Lord from the Heavens Above” takes on dramatic 
features. Texture flowers into dazzling dissonant harmonies of 
sound clusters whose bright flashes illuminate an unexpected 
new quality of the sacred word. And in the final, “Blessed be the 
Name of the Lord” the dramatization is enhanced by the overlay 
dissonant voices on a sustained pedal point.

Throughout the liturgy the composer’s fascination is evident 
with the music of his predecessors Stetsenko and Leontovych, 
with their gentle tonal coloring of Ukrainian national music. Mr. 
Hurko uses no showy effects, although he convincingly demon-
strates fluency with the musical idiom of contemporary com-
posers. His goal is to create a musical interpretation of the litur-
gical ritual. And he does so with very simple means appropriate 
to the church. Thus, despite the complexity of some of his 
music, his liturgy can readily be sung by any church choir. 
Thanks to his reliance on melodiousness and use of simple as 
well as untraditional compositional means, the music of his 
“Liturgy No. 1” becomes both a traditional composed Ukrainian 
liturgy, and a thoroughly contemporary piece of sacred music, 
worthily presenting Ukrainian choral art.

“Liturgy No. 2” (2003) by Mr. Hurko gives the same impres-
sion of holistic structure as the first liturgy. It is equally melodi-
ous, quite simply written – hence easy to perform, and is focused 
on Ukrainian tonality. However, the second liturgy significantly 
deepens imagery. Its range extends from immersion into the 
atmosphere of simplicity of monodic singing (canonical single 
voice line sung in unison as in “It is Truly Meet” – an allusion to 
“Holy God” by Yakiv Yatsynevych), to a powerful flash of emotion 
in the complex, dramatically saturated “Credo – I Believe in God,”   
choral concerto-like with brilliant music, dramatic effects, fine 
textured work and timbre contrasts. This chant is the emotional 
center of the whole liturgical cycle, to which all previous chants 
converge, and from which all following diverge.

The second liturgy is more diverse in its stylistic sources. 
There is much here from Ukrainian music of the baroque era, 
particularly from polychoral concertos (featuring choral 
exchanges between groups of singers with their timbre con-
trasts, as in “Only Begotten Son,” “Our Father – The Lord’s 
Prayer”); from Maksym Berezovsky (the Eucharistic “Praise the 

Lord from Heavens” is structurally similar to the same sacra-
mental hymn by this great Ukrainian composer); and from 
Ukrainian classics Stetsenko (the beautiful “Holy God”), 
Leontovych (“In Thy Kingdom”, “Mercy of Peace”). If the emo-
tional development in the first liturgy is due to modal and har-
monic juxtapositions and contrasts, in the second liturgy the 
driver of development is textural conversion – unison, choral 
dialogue between groups of singers, solos, mainly mixed tex-
tures, pedal points and so on. The structurally complex 
“Credo-I Believe,” which is based on pedal points, is the most 
interesting of the constructions. These pedal points permeate 
the entire composition, and create a frame on which new epi-
sodes are constructed. They mould the form and become a 
powerful source of dramatic imagery.

The publication of scores and recordings of the two liturgies 
by Mr. Hurko is a major cultural event in Ukraine, as well as the 
diaspora. These sacred compositions that appeared at the 
beginning of the 21st century, unfortunately, are not known 
well enough. The value of these works of this Ukrainian com-
poser – Ukrainian, despite the fact that he was born outside 
Ukraine, educated and productively works in the wider world, 
is that his music conveys the spiritual qualities that are unique 
to Ukrainian musical culture. This is a deeply national music, 
which grew out of Ukrainian intonation and which conveys the 
gentle, benevolent mentality and spirituality of Ukrainian peo-
ple. It carries tradition – so important in a time of uncertainty 
of world outlook that we happen to live in. 

On the other hand, this work is an example of superb compo-
sitional professionalism. The skill of Mr. Hurko shows from the 
first bars of the “Great Litany” and is unobtrusively demonstrat-
ed throughout his gifted compositions. The composer’s ability, 
using only the frugal means of a four-voice mixed choir to convey 
the full range of diverse feelings, moods, desires; his skill in han-
dling both simple and complex choral forms, allow him to create 
compositions that convey both the softness of antiquity and the 
bite of modernity. As a result, his choral works do not generate 
unnatural technical difficulties but rather can be sung easily, nat-
urally, by any church choir. This is how the Ukrainian classic 
Dmytro Bortniansky wrote, whose works to this day remain in 
the repertoire of all church choirs in contemporary Ukraine.

We wish the same good journey for the sacred works of 
Roman Hurko.

For information on how obtain these scores, readers may 
write to: CARO Productions, Ansonia Station, P.O. Box 230152, 
New York, NY 10023 or e-mail carocpw@gmail.com. 
Information is also available at www.romanhurko.com.

Translated by Myroslav Kohut.

(Continued from page 15)

Newly published...
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PREVIEW 
OF EVENTS

Monday, December 31

WHIPPANY, N.J.:  The Ukrainian 
American Cultural Center of New Jersey, 
which is located in Whippany, invites all 
to ring in the New Year. Enjoy good food 
and music with friends. Music entertain-
ment will be provided by Relax. Tickets 
are $100 for adults age 21 and up, $45 
for those age 13-20, and $25 for children 
age 8-12. Children under age 8 get free 
admission. Doors open at 8 p.m. The 
“zabava” starts at 9 p.m. and will contin-
ue until 3 a.m. Tickets may be ordered by 
calling Ivan at 862-309-8838.

PREVIEW OF EVENTS 
GUIDELINES

Preview of Events is a listing of 
Ukrainian community events open to the 
public. It is a service provided at minimal 
cost ($20 per listing) by The Ukrainian 
Weekly to the Ukrainian community.  To 
have an event listed in Preview of Events 
please send information, in English, 
written in Preview format, i.e., in a brief 
paragraph of several sentences that 
includes the date, place, type of event, 
sponsor, admission, full names of per-
sons and/or organizations involved, and 
a phone number and/or e-mail address 
to be published for readers who may 
require additional information. Items 
must be no more than 100 words long. 
Preview items must be received no later 
than one week before the desired date 
of publication (i.e., they must be 
received by 9 am Monday morning). 
Please include payment for each time the 
item is to appear and indicate date(s) of 
issue(s) in which the item is to be pub-
lished. Also, senders are asked to include 
the phone number of a person who may 
be contacted by The Weekly during day-
time hours, as well as their complete 
mailing address. 
Information should be sent to  pre-
view@ukrweekly.com. When e-mail-
ing, please do not send items as attach-
ments – simply type the text into the 
body of the e-mail message. Preview 
items and payments may be mailed to: 
Preview of Events, The Ukrainian 
Weekly, 2200 Route 10, P.O. Box 280, 
Parsippany, NJ 07054.
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