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KYIV – If Ukrainians worldwide waited 
over 70 years to regain independence as a 
nation, a significant portion of its Orthodox 
Christian congregants had to wait more 
than three centuries to restore spiritual 
freedom from the same overlord – Russia. 

It came on January 6 when Christmas Eve 
is observed in accordance with the Julian cal-
endar. St. George Cathedral in Istanbul, the 
seat of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, was the 
setting. A Ukrainian delegation consisting of 
Church hierarchs and politicians came for 
the historic ceremonies led by Ecumenical 
Patriarch Bartholomew.

The mode was traditional: a scroll writ-
ten by Hieromonk Luke, a skilled calligra-
pher and hagiographer, was delivered from 
the Xenophontos Monastery in Mount 
Athos of northern Greece. 

In an emotionally charged ceremony 
broadcast live on TV and online by 
Ukrainian media outlets, the Tomos, or 
decree, that bestowed independence on the 
national Orthodox Church of Ukraine, was 
presented to Metropolitan Epifaniy. 

Thus, Ukraine became the 15th auto-
cephalous Church in a community of 300 
million believers. 

“Today, a new page opens in the history 
of Ukraine,” Patriarch Bartholomew said on 
January 5 after signing the scrolled decree 
while addressing Metropolitan Epifaniy. “We 
entreat and exhort you to strive for unity 

and peace… also with those brother hier-
archs who still remain under the omophori-
on of… our brother Patriarch of Moscow, in 
order that, through your inspired presence 
and prudent administrative service, you 
may help them understand that Ukraine 
deserves a united Church body.”

He advised Ukraine’s primate to use the 
Tomos “not as a symbol of power but as a 
testimony of love and sacrificial mind” 
while using its privileges “as elements of 
crucified love and not as premises for the 
establishment of an authoritarian Church.”

Speaking about the final granting of 
ecclesiastical independence, Metropolitan 
Epifaniy said: “Today, the Ukrainian daugh-
ter [of the Mother Church] – thanks to 
God’s will and your concern as our Mother 
Church – has grown and become estab-

lished. At the Unification Sobor convened in 
Kyiv with the blessing of your All Holiness 
and with the support of the Ukrainian state 
and our president, the divisions that exist-
ed until recently in our Church were elimi-
nated and unity was restored. We, 
Ukrainian hierarchs who arrived for this 
celebration on your invitation, are a visible 
sign of this: once we were divided, and now 
we are one.”

Metropolitan Epifaniy also spoke of the 
“Ukrainian nation, which for five years 
already has suffered from the war brought 
from the outside to our peaceful home.” He 
asked the ecumenical patriarch, the Mother 
Church and all autocephalous Churches “to 
pray for a just peace for Ukraine,” adding, 
“We believe that, just as God heard our joint 
sincere prayers for peace and unity for our 
Church, …He will hear these prayers also 
and will give our state peace and unity, and 
our nation well-being and prosperity.”

The symbolism of the January 6 date 
was not lost on the Ukrainian delegation 
attending the ceremonies. They sang “Nova 
Radist Stala” (A New Joy has been 
Revealed), one of the best known Ukrainian 
carols, after the event’s conclusion.

Metropolitan Epifaniy delivered his first 
liturgy with the Tomos on Christmas Day 
on January 7 at Kyiv’s 11th-century St. 
Sophia Cathedral. The masterfully created 
calligraphic document remained on display 
for public viewing until 7 p.m. as lines cir-
cled the UNESCO heritage site. 

For his part, President Petro Poroshenko 
of Ukraine thanked the “Holy Synod, the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate Council,… every 
hierarch who signed the appeal to the 
Ecumenical Patriarch to provide autoceph-
aly to the Orthodox Church of Ukraine… At 

Orthodox Church of Ukraine granted independence

(Continued on page 18)

Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew (left) presents the Tomos of autocephaly to 
Metropolitan Epifaniy on January 6 at St. George Cathedral in Istanbul, Turkey.

President Petro Poroshenko and Metropolitan Epifaniy, who heads the newly formed 
Orthodox Church of Ukraine, both carry the scroll on which the Tomos of autocepha-
ly is written inside the 11th century St. Sophia Cathedral in Kyiv on January 7 before 

the beginning of the Christmas liturgy.

Petro Poroshenko/Facebook

Andriy Kravchenko

   FOR THE RECORD

Ecumenical Patriarch’s
address after signing
Tomos of autocephaly

Upon completion of the ceremony of 
signing the Tomos, Ecumenical 
Patriarch Bartholomew addressed 
Metropolitan of Kyiv and All Ukraine 
Epifaniy (referred to below as 
Epiphanios). The  following text was 
provided by the Ukrainian Orthodox 
Church of the U.S.A.

Your Beatitude Metropolitan 
Epiphanios of Kyiv and all Ukraine, Your 
Excellency Mr. Petro Poroshenko, 
President of Ukraine, Most Reverend 
and Right Reverend brothers in 
Christ, Dearly beloved people of 
Ukraine, Devout congregation:   “Behold, 
the winter is past, the rain is over and 
gone; the flowers appear on the earth, 
the time for singing has come, and the 
voice of the turtledove is heard in our 
land.” (Song of Songs 2.11–12)

We feel that these lyrics of the wise 
Solomon describe today’s feast and 
celebration when the Holy Great 
Church of Christ in Constantinople is 
elevating the Holy Metropolis of Kyiv 
and all Ukraine to an autocephalous 
Church. Indeed, “the winter is past” for 
schisms and divisions. “The rain is 
over and gone” for ecclesiastical isola-
tion. The flower of unity “appears on 
the earth” and “the time has come” for 
the glorious Holy Metropolis of Kyiv to 
acquire its ecclesiastical indepen-
dence, being included in the body of 
the local and most holy Orthodox 
autocephalous Churches, through the 
addition of the honorable name of 
Your Beatitude to the records of the 
Orthodox Canonical Diptychs.

Glory to the Father and the Son and 
the Holy Spirit.

It is known that the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate founded the Holy 
Metropolis of Kyiv after previously 
demonstrating its concern for the illu-
mination and baptism of the glorious 
and Christ-loving Kyivan people. In the 
unfolding of the centuries throughout 
its history, the Church of Constanti-
nople always proved an affectionate 
Mother, sacrificially caring about the 
challenges that arose periodically, pro-
tecting and preserving this sacred 
eparchy like the apple of its eye from 
temptations to change faith, Orthodox 
doctrine and ecclesial mindset. And 
whenever historical circumstances so 
imposed, through our ever-memora-
ble predecessor Dionysios IV, the 

Tomos of autocephaly 
reverses centuries 

of Moscow rule

(Continued on page 15)
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U.S. warship at Romanian port 

A U.S. naval warship has arrived at a 
Romanian port, a show of force by the 
United States in the Black Sea, which Russia 
is closely watching. The USS Fort McHenry 
is the first U.S. ship to enter the Black Sea 
since a naval standoff between Russian and 
Ukrainian forces near the annexed Crimea 
Peninsula in November. Romanian and U.S. 
officials say the dock-landing ship arrived 
at the port of Constanta on January 7 and 
will remain there until January 10. It will 
then hold joint sea maneuvers with a 
Romanian frigate in territorial and interna-
tional waters. It wasn’t immediately clear 
how many U.S. military personnel were 
involved. A U.S. Navy spokesperson told the 
TASS news agency that the warship was in 
the Black Sea in accordance with the inter-
national Montreux Convention, which gov-
erns naval access to this body of water. The 
trip comes about six weeks after Russia 
seized three Ukrainian Navy vessels and 
their crews near the Kerch Strait, which 
connects the Black Sea and the Sea of Azov. 
The November 25 confrontation occurred 
as Ukrainian ships were trying to cross 
under the Russian-built Kerch Bridge to 
enter the Sea of Azov. Mariupol, a major 
Ukrainian port, is situated on the north 
coast of the Sea of Azov. (RFE/RL, with 
reporting by TASS and RIA-Novosti)

Ukrainian unit IDs captured soldier 

A Ukrainian military unit has identified a 
captured soldier in a video posted by 
Russia-backed separatists in eastern 
Ukraine. In a Facebook posting on January 
3, the 128th Mountain Brigade said the sol-
dier in the video belongs to the unit. The 
Ukrainian military unit said statements by 
the soldier in the video were made under 
duress and that all efforts were being taken 
to secure his release. Few other confirmed 
details of the fate of the soldier, identified 
as Andriy Kachynskyy, were immediately 
available. Separatist-controlled media said 
he was seized while trying to enter a sepa-
ratist-controlled area of the Donetsk region 
on December 29, 2018. News of the cap-
tured Ukrainian soldier came amid a new 
truce in eastern Ukraine. The ceasefire took 
effect on December 29, 2018, and was 
scheduled to last until January 7. (RFE/RL)

Four Ukrainians dead as ship sinks 

Four Ukrainian citizens have been killed 
after a cargo ship sank off Turkey’s Black 
Sea coast, Kyiv’s envoy to Ankara said. The 
Panama-flagged vessel sent out a distress 
signal around 150 kilometers off Turkey’s 
Black Sea province of Samsun, the Turkish 
coast guard said on January 7. The crew of 
the Volgo Balt 214 vessel included 11 
Ukrainians and two Azerbaijanis, Samsun 
Governor Osman Kaymak said. Mr. Kaymak 
said that a total of six crewmen died in the 
tragedy, while seven others were rescued 
and taken to hospital .  Ukrainian 
Ambassador Andriy Sybiha confirmed 
there were 11 Ukrainians on board and 
said that four of them were among the 
dead. There was no information about the 
nationalities of the other two dead crew 
members. The Turkish governor quoted 
one of the survivors as saying that the 
ship’s hull split in two after being hit by a 
powerful wave. Turkey’s coast guard said 
the search-and-rescue operation was car-
ried out by a plane, three helicopters, and 
two boats. (RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service, 
with reporting by AFP, Reuters and AP)

Bodies of three Ukrainians recovered 

Turkish rescue teams say they have 
recovered the bodies of three Ukrainians 
who were killed when a cargo ship sank off 
Turkey’s Black Sea coast. Ukraine’s ambas-
sador to Turkey, Andriy Sybiha, wrote on 
Twitter on January 8 that the bodies of two 
Ukrainian citizens would be identified in 
the presence of an envoy from the 
Ukrainian Consulate in Turkey. Earlier on 
January 8, Mr. Sybiha said on Twitter that 
the body of another Ukrainian citizen who 
died in the incident had been recovered by 
the rescue teams. (RFE/RL, with reporting 
by Hurriyet, AP and Memurlar.net)

Ukraine sues Russia over human rights

Ukraine filed a lawsuit against the 
Russian Federation over the violation of the 
rights of captured Ukrainian sailors with 
the European Court of Human Rights. The 
government of Ukraine fulfilled the instruc-
tions of the court and filed a comprehen-

(Continued on page 15)

ANALYSIS

by Taras Kuzio 

Russian President Vladimir Putin will 
go down in history as having “lost 
Ukraine” for good. Mr. Putin has experi-
enced two “geopolitical tragedies” with the 
disintegration of the USSR in 1991 and dis-
integration of the Russian world in 2018.

On April 14, 2018, 268 deputies in the 
Ukrainian Parliament voted to appeal to 
Constantinople to grant autocephaly, or 
independence, to the Orthodox Church. 
Less than a year later on January 5, 
Constantinople Patriarch Bartholomew 
signed the official document known as the 
Tomos that created a Ukrainian Orthodox 
Church independent of Russia. On January 
6, on Christmas Eve according to the old 
Julian calendar, the Tomos was transferred 
to Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko.

This event has major ramifications for 
Ukraine’s upcoming elections, the 
Orthodox world, rela-
tions with Russia and 
geopolitics.

• First, elections. 
The main beneficiary 
of the Tomos is Mr. 
Poroshenko. He has 
moved into second 
place in the polls, 
which means he is like-
ly to face former Prime 
M i n i s t e r  Y u l i a 
Tymoshenko in the second round of the 
presidential election in April. Ukrainians 
named Mr. Poroshenko as politician of the 
year and the creation of an independent 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church as the most 
important event of 2018.

It would be wrong to dismiss the push 
to free Ukraine’s Church as a pure election 
ploy. Negotiations for autocephaly began 
under President Viktor Yushchenko (2005-
2010). As Rostyslav Pavlenko, who served 
as Mr. Poroshenko’s deputy head of the 
Presidential Administration for humani-
tarian and societal issues and was the 
point man on the issue until recently, 
observed, “This slow but steady imple-
mentation is the result of the invisible pre-
paratory work spanning years before April 
2018.” Of Ukraine’s five presidents, only 
pro-Russian Viktor Yanukovych (2010-
2014) never supported autocephaly.

• Second, the Orthodox world. Before 
the move on January 6, the Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church which came under the 
Moscow Patriarchate accounted for a third 
of its total parishes and their loss reduces 
the size of the Russian Orthodox Church to 
that of the Romanian Orthodox Church. 
Within Ukraine, the Russian Orthodox 
Church will become a minority Church 
with its influence severely curtailed. In the 
political domain, its main supporters – the 
Party of Regions and the Communist Party 
– belong to pre-2014 Ukrainian history 
while its current allies, the Opposition 
Bloc, are bitterly divided and weak.

• Third, relations with Russia. These are 
continuing to deteriorate as seen in 
Russia’s naval piracy in the Black and Azov 
seas. But, the Tomos cannot be halted by 
the threat of a Russian invasion of Ukraine.

Autocephaly adds to the deterioration of 
Russian soft power in other areas. On 
December 20, 2018, 240 parliamentary 
deputies voted to require the Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church (the official name of the 
Russian Orthodox Church in Ukraine) to re-
register as a Ukrainian branch of the 
Russian Orthodox Church. As most of their 
parishes are in western and central 

Ukraine, a large number of patriotic 
Ukrainians will desert it because it will 
henceforth be openly linked to Russia. 
Two-thirds of Ukrainians view Russia as 
an “aggressor country.”

• Fourth, geopolitics. The Tomos and 
Ukraine’s departure from the Russian 
world reconfigure Eastern Europe’s geo-
political map, which was created in the 
17th and 18th centuries when Muscovy 
transformed into the Russian Empire over 
three stages.

In 1654, Ukraine and Muscovy signed 
the Treaty of Pereyaslav, which has always 
been viewed by Russian and Soviet leaders 
and historians as a “reunion” and by 
Ukrainians as a tactical military alliance 
against Poland. Crimea was transferred to 
Soviet Ukraine during the 1954 Soviet 
commemoration of the 300th anniversary 
of the Pereyaslav Treaty. In annexing 
Crimea, Russia effectively ripped up the 

Treaty of Pereyaslav.
In 1686, Muscovy 

removed the Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church from 
under Constantinople’s 
canonical jurisdiction, 
placing it within the 
R u s s i a n  O r t h o d o x 
Church for 332 years. In 
the autumn of 2018, 
Constantinople declared 
this to have been unca-

nonical and returned Ukraine under its 
jurisdiction.

In 1709, the Swedish-Ukrainian alliance 
was defeated by Muscovy, leading to its 
transformation into the Russian Empire in 
1721. With opinion polls showing two-
thirds to three-quarters of Ukrainians 
viewing Russian leaders, Russia’s political 
system and Russian policies toward 
Ukraine in highly negative terms, there is 
no likelihood of Ukraine moving away 
from its European path. Ukraine, the larg-
est country in the European Union’s 
Eastern Partnership, sees itself as irrevers-
ibly part of Europe. The new Orthodox 
Church of Ukraine will be pro-European 
and will not subscribe to the Russian 
Orthodox Church’s anti-Western xenopho-
bia.

In 1991 Ukraine declared independence 
from the USSR and in 2018 from the 
Russian world. Ukraine has chosen Europe 
over the Russian world. New Europe, lying 
between NATO and the EU’s eastern fron-
tier and Russia, has been geopolitically 
reconfigured to what the region resembled 
prior to Muscovy’s expansion westwards 
in the 17th and 18th centuries.

Ukraine’s independence from Russia is 
Kyiv’s ultimate answer to Putin’s unpro-
voked imperialism and military aggres-
sion. If Mikhail Gorbachev lost the USSR, 
Mr. Putin will go down in history as having 
“lost Ukraine” for good. As Ecumenical 
Patriarch Bartholomew  put it, a new page 
in Ukraine’s history has been opened, and 
Ukraine will forever be part of Europe.

Taras Kuzio is a non-resident fellow at 
the Foreign Policy Institute at Johns 
Hopkins-SAIS and professor at the National 
University of Kyiv Mohyla Academy. He is 
also author of “Putin’s War Against 
Ukraine” and co-author of “The Sources of 
Russia’s Great Power Politics: Ukraine and 
the Challenge to the European Order.”

The analysis above was originally posted 
on the Atlantic Council’s  “Ukraine Alert” 
blog on January 6. It is reprinted here with 
the author’s permission.

How Putin lost Ukraine for good
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Treaty of Pereyaslav.

removed the Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church from 
under Constantinople’s 
canonical jurisdiction, 
placing it within the 
R u s s i a n  O r t h o d o x 
Church for 332 years. In 
the autumn of 2018, 
Constantinople declared 
this to have been unca-

In 1991 Ukraine 
declared inde-
pendence from 
the USSR and 
in 2018 from the 
Russian world. 
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Diaspora welcomes historic Tomos of autocephaly granted to new Orthodox Church of Ukraine

FOR THE RECORD: Poroshenko on the Tomos of autocephaly

On January 6 the Tomos of autocephaly was presented in 
Istanbul to the new Orthodox Church of Ukraine. Below are 
the reactions of Ukrainian diaspora organizations to this his-
toric event. All the statements were released on January 6.

Ukrainian World Congress
On January 6, 2019, in Istanbul, Republic of Turkey, fol-

lowing the celebration of a joint divine liturgy, Ecumenical 
Patriarch Bartholomew ceremoniously presented the 
Tomos to His Beatitude Epifaniy, Metropolitan of Kyiv and 
All Ukraine, thus concluding the historic process of grant-
ing autocephaly to the Orthodox Church of Ukraine. 

“The Tomos, received from the Mother Church of 
Constantinople, returns Ukrainian Orthodoxy to its historic 
roots, restores historical justice and strengthens the dignity 
of all faithful in Ukraine,” stated UWC President Paul Grod. 
“We join the appeal of Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew 
to all leaders of autocephalous Orthodox Churches to recog-
nize the newly created Orthodox Church of Ukraine.” 

The completion on December 15, 2018, of the 
Unification Synod, which established the single native 
autocephalous Orthodox Church of Ukraine and elected its 
primate, and the presentation of the Tomos by Ecumenical 
Patriarch Bartholomew is a solid foundation for restoring 
the unity of Orthodoxy in Ukraine. 

The Orthodox Church of Ukraine now becomes part of 
the global religious landscape, consolidating and expand-
ing its authority not only in the world of Orthodoxy, but 
also among all Christian Churches and international reli-
gious organizations. 

On January 5, 2019, members of an official delegation 
from Ukraine and the Ukrainian World Congress (UWC) 
participated in a solemn ceremony of signing the Tomos by 
Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew and a joint prayer ser-
vice in the Patriarchal Church of St. George. The ceremony 
during which the Tomos was symbolically presented was 
held on January 6, 2019 – the eve of the celebration in 
Ukraine of the Birth of Christ. 

Among those attending the ceremony of the presenta-

tion of the Tomos were President of Ukraine Petro 
Poroshenko, Chairman of the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine 
Andriy Parubiy, and hierarchs of the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate and the Orthodox Church of Ukraine. The 
UWC was represented at this solemn event by UWC 
President Paul Grod and Director of the UWC Mission in 
Ukraine Serhiy Kasyanchuk.

Ukrainian Canadian Congress
The Ukrainian Canadian Congress (UCC) warmly wel-

comes the long-awaited Tomos of autocephaly for the 
Orthodox Church of Ukraine, received by His Beatitude 
Epiphaniy, primate of the Orthodox Church of Ukraine, 
Metropolitan of Kyiv and All Ukraine.

His Beatitude Epiphaniy received the Tomos of auto-
cephaly from His All-Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch 
Bartholemew I, archbishop of Constantinople, in Istanbul 
today.

His Eminence Metropolitan Yurij, primate of the 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada, stated, “The Tomos 
of autocephaly for the Orthodox Church of Ukraine is a dec-
laration both of independence and unity. The Orthodox 
Church of Ukraine becomes the 15th administrative juris-
diction within the one Orthodox Church, equal to all the oth-
ers. As a historical event, its reception is second in impor-
tance only to the Baptism of Rus’-Ukraine itself. It is a sym-
bol of spiritual independence within an independent state.”

“This is an epochal day for all Ukrainians, no matter 
what their faith or confession is,” stated Alexandra Chyczij, 
president of the UCC. “With the granting of the Tomos of 
Autocephaly, the Orthodox Church of Ukraine takes its 
rightful place among the world’s Orthodox Churches. The 
recognition by the world of the Orthodox Church of 
Ukraine as an independent, autocephalous Church has 
been awaited for many decades by the Ukrainian people. 
Today, on the eve of Christmas in Ukraine, a new chapter in 
the history of Ukraine begins.”

With today’s granting of the Tomos of autocephaly to the 
Orthodox Church of Ukraine, a historical injustice has been 

corrected. Centuries of foreign colonialism saw the 
Ukrainian nation’s language, culture, faith and identity 
attacked and suppressed. In 1991, exercising their inviola-
ble right to self-determination, the Ukrainian people 
declared independence, and an indivisible, sovereign, dem-
ocratic state – Ukraine – was formed.

But the vestiges of hundreds of years of foreign tyranny 
endured. One such vestige was the dubious claim by Russia 
of control over the Orthodox Church of Ukraine. The 
Ukrainian people were thus denied the basic right to their 
own faith, traditions and identity. Today, the Russian 
Church’s oppressive dominance over Ukraine has once and 
for all been rejected by the world’s Orthodox community.

Ukrainian Congress Committee  
of America

On January 6, on one of the most important feasts in 
Eastern Orthodoxy – Theophany – the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate of Constantinople officially recognized the 
autocephaly of the Orthodox Church of Ukraine.

The decision to recognize Ukraine’s desire for an auto-
cephalous church on January 6 will for centuries share the 
symbolic message of Theophany: the celebration of the 
baptism of Jesus Christ in the River Jordan, a ritual act of 
blessing and regeneration, paired with the spiritual regen-
eration of the Ukrainian nation, historically baptized in the 
waters of the Dnipro River over 1,000 years ago. After cen-
turies of struggle, the historic act of handing over a Tomos 
manifests the goal many never thought would happen in 
their lifetime: a single, united Orthodox Church of Ukraine, 
a true blessing for Ukrainians around the world.

The Ukrainian Congress Committee of America (UCCA), 
the largest representation of Americans of Ukrainian 
descent, expresses gratitude on behalf of the community it 
represents to the worldwide leader of the Orthodox com-
munity, Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew of 
Constantinople, for granting the Tomos of autocephaly to 
the Orthodox Church of Ukraine, and congratulates all 
Ukrainians of faith with this truly historic achievement.

Following is the text of President Petro Poroshenko’s 
address on January 6 on the occasion of granting the Tomos 
of autocephaly to the Orthodox Church of Ukraine. Source: 
Presidential Administration of Ukraine.

A great historic event, in which the Lord was with us, 
with Ukrainians, has just finished. And we, Ukrainians, 
were with the Lord. The autocephalous Orthodox Church 
of Ukraine has finally received the Tomos from the 
Ecumenical Patriarch, from the Mother Church.

The Lord saw and commended the persistent struggle of 
the Ukrainian people for their independence. He heard our 
prayers. He gave us proper reparation for our work and 
facilitated that His All-Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch 
Bartholomew and the Synod of the Constantinople Mother 
Church said the long-awaited “yes” to the independent 
Church of Ukraine.

Today’s event in the history of our country will remain 
in line with St. Vladimir’s baptism and the proclamation of 
Ukraine’s independence. The Orthodox world will remem-
ber the day when the Church of Ukraine, possessing equal 
rights, joined the family of sister Churches.

Our country has covered a long path to this day. And no 
wonder that yesterday His All-Holiness recalled in his 
speech Olha – our first Christian princess and the Equal to 
the Apostles Prince Volodymyr the Baptist. And long before 
them, the holy Apostle Andrew stood on the mountains of 
Kyiv and “his eyes saw Ukraine, and his mouth – blessed. 
And he planted the seed of faith in us.” This, by the way, is a 
quotation from the decisions of our Orthodox Council of 
1621.

For over a thousand years, Kyiv’s Christian tradition has 
been respected and multiplied. Today, our Orthodox 
Church is ready for independent existence. The Ukrainian 
people thank God, and what has happened is a true mira-
cle, which we owe to the Creator’s will.

We rejoice that the Ecumenical Patriarch, as the spiritual 
leader of hundreds of millions of Orthodox people, as a 
global figure, heard our voice and our requests. And the 
tireless work of His All-Holiness on the spiritual field will 
forever remain in the history of the Church and in the his-

tory of nations, especially the Orthodox.
And the Tomos for us is actually another act of proclaim-

ing Ukraine’s independence. It will complete the assertion 
of the independence of the Ukrainian state, strengthen reli-
gious freedom and interconfessional peace. It will strength-
en the rights and freedoms of citizens, especially those who 
were outside communion with Ecumenical Orthodoxy and 
who were unjustly called uncanonical.

His All-Holiness these days especially emphasizes the 
importance of restoring the communication of millions and 
millions of Ukrainian believers with the fullness of world 
Orthodoxy. In addition, for Ukrainians, our own Church is a 

guarantee of our spiritual freedom. This is the key to social 
harmony.

And as president, I guarantee on behalf of the state that 
Ukraine will respect the religious choices and freedom of 
religion of every citizen.

I congratulate all those who care about the rise of the 
autocephalous Orthodox Church of Ukraine. And I thank 
everyone who tirelessly worked on its emergence, created 
unity and restored justice.

St. Sophia, the wisdom of God, was with us and we ful-
filled our duty to the past and to the next generations.

Glory to God! Glory to Ukraine!

In Istanbul on January 5,the day before the Tomos of autocephaly was presented, Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew 
(center) with Metropolitan Epifaniy of the Orthodox Church of Ukraine and President Petro Poroshenko.

Mykola Lazarenko/Presidential Administration of Ukraine 
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This past Christmas season, Edmonton 
audiences had the choice of two different 
productions of the famed “Nutcracker.”

One was the original “Nutcracker,” origi-
nally choreographed by Marius Petipa and 
Lev Ivanov with a score by Pyotr Ilyich 
Tchaikovsky and a libretto adapted from E. 
T. A. Hoffmann’s story “The Nutcracker and 
the Mouse King.”

The other is Shumka’s Ukrainian 
“Nutcracker,” also based on Hoffman’s story 
and Tchaikovsky’s score. (Tchaikovsky, inci-
dentally, is of Ukrainian origin. His great-
grandfather was a Ukrainian Kozak named 
Fedor Chaika, while his grandfather Petro 
Fedorovych Chaika was born in the village 
of Mykolayivka, Poltava Gubernia, and later 
moved to Russia where he served first as a 
physician’s assistant in the army and later 
as city governor of Glazov in Vyatka.)

In this version – in which the musical 
arrangements are by Yuri Shevchenko of 
Ukraine, and choreography by Viktor 
Lytvynov of the Kyiv Ballet and John 
Pichlyk of Shumka – the production incor-
porates Ukrainian Christmas traditions, 
folk and character dance, a grand orches-
tral version of “Shchedryk” (Carol of the 
Bells), and Ukrainian symbols woven into 
the lavish sets and costumes.

First performed over 20 years ago, the 
Ukrainian “Nutcracker” has become an 
annual staple at Edmonton’s Northern 
Jubilee Auditorium, where Shumka has the 
honor of being one of only three resident 
companies – the other two being the 
Alberta Ballet and the Edmonton Opera.

The fact that it is an annual staple and 
that Shumka is right up there with the 
Alberta Ballet and the Edmonton Opera 
demonstrates the extent to which Ukrainian 
culture has been integrated within main-
stream Canadian culture in western Canada.

As Shumka itself notes, the company is 
known for its “distinctly Canadian style of 
Ukrainian dance, which has evolved into 
mainstream entertainment for audiences 
beyond those of Ukrainian heritage. Indeed, 
through its broad appeal, Shumka has 
become a part of Edmonton, Alberta and 
Canada’s cultural identity.”

The membership has also evolved far 
beyond the original Ukrainian base. As the 
company’s executive director, Darka 

Tarnawsky, explains: “The Shumka compa-
ny is made up of dancers from a variety of 
ethnic backgrounds. Some bring years of 
classical dance with them, which gives 
them the skill set to tackle Ukrainian dance 
as well. The diversity in the Shumka School 
is evident with young dancers from various 
races. Our seniors’ Ukrainian dance/fitness 
classes are equally diverse. And our recent 
Ancestors & Elders piece with the local 
Indigenous community has furthered this 
collaborative spirit.”

But Shumka is not the only Ukrainian 
dance company from Alberta to achieve a 
very high standard of excellence and broad 
appeal. Cheremosh, Vohon and Volya are 
also among the premier groups. In addi-
tion, there are over 60 Ukrainian dance 
schools in Alberta with over 4,000 children, 
teens and adults participating in all aspects 
of that art form.

And dance is not the only Ukrainian cul-
tural form that has crossed ethnic and racial 
boundaries. Ukrainian food is part of the 
regular western Canadian cuisine. And even 
the language has gained outside interest. 
Publicly funded Ukrainian bilingual schools, 
first pioneered in Alberta in 1974, can be 
found in the major Prairie cities. Here, half 
the day’s instruction is in English, the other 
half in Ukrainian. Students of different eth-
nic and racial groups enroll in these schools 
to learn the Ukrainian language.

For most Americans of Ukrainian origin, 
who live either on the Eastern Seaboard or in 
the Great Lakes region, the closest Ukrainian 
Canadian communities are in Toronto, 
Montreal or some of the other cities in south-
ern Ontario or Quebec. They may be some-
what familiar with the communities of west-
ern Canada, but due to the geographic dis-
tance, they remain a bit off the beaten path.

As I noted in last month’s column, peo-
ple of Ukrainian origin form a very sizeable 
proportion of the Canadian population as a 
whole and even consider themselves to be 
a “regional founding nation” by virtue of 
their role in settling the Prairies. Nowhere 
else in the world have Ukrainians settled in 
such vast numbers and created such new 
colonies, except for parts of Russia, where 
their culture is brutally suppressed and 
assimilation has prevailed.

Therefore, the Canadian Prairies stand 
out as a unique jewel of the Ukrainian dias-
pora and one that has created an identity 
all its own.

by Bohdan Shandor

The 116th U.S. Congress formally con-
vened on January 3. November’s mid-term 
elections produced clear winners and clear 
losers. The Democratic Party is definitely 
in the “W” column with a resounding 
m a j o r i t y  o f  2 3 5 - 1 9 9  ( t h e  9 t h 
Congressional District in North Carolina is 
still disputed). Control over the House of 
Representatives passed upon the conven-
ing of the new Congress. The Republicans 
can take some solace in having held on to 
the Senate and slightly increased their 
majority to 53-47. 

But, what do these shifts in Washington 
power mean to Ukraine and its position in 
America’s Capitol going forward? Now that 
the electioneering signs are down, was 
Ukraine a winner or a loser?

To answer that question, it is useful to 
look at the core of Ukraine’s “constituency” 
in the House of Representatives and the 
Senate, which can be found in the 
Congressional Ukraine Caucus and the 
Senate Ukraine Caucus. 

There are few things that both sides of 
the aisle agree upon other than the adage 
about campaigning: “Never pick up a baby 
and not kiss it.” The other exception is the 
subject of Ukraine. As one congressman 
put it, “We don’t agree on much of any-
thing here, except when it comes to 
Ukraine.”

With this approach in mind, the 
Congressional Ukraine Caucus (CUC) was 
formed as a bi-partisan caucus in 1997 at 
the initiative of Congressman Sander Levin 
and heavy lobbying by Ukrainian 
American individuals and organizations. 
Prior to the mid-term elections there were 
50 congresspersons in the caucus (out of a 
total of 435). The chairs of the CUC in the 
115th Congress were Brian Fitzpatrick 
(R-Pa.); Andy Harris (R-Md.); Marcy 
Kaptur (D-Ohio) and Sander Levin 
(D-Mich.). All three of the co-Chairs run-
ning for re-election won their respective 
races. Out of the 50 members, nine either 
retired or did not get re-elected. Notable 
among these is Rep. Levin, one of the origi-
nal founders of the caucus, who retired, as 
did caucus member Darrell Issa (R-Calif.). 
Congressman Levin has been replaced in 
the new Congress by his son, Andy Levin, 
who is expected to join the Ukrainian cau-
cus. A co-chair has not been chosen yet to 
fill the elder Rep. Levin’s post.

In the House leadership, Rep. Nancy 
Pelosi has assumed her previous position 
as speaker of the House. This bodes well 
for Ukraine since she is a member of the 
Congressional Ukraine Caucus. One of the 
important duties and powers of the 
speaker is determining what legislation is 
put before the House for a vote. In what is 
the political equivalent of “running the 
table,” chairs of key committees affecting 
Ukraine will be held by Democratic mem-
bers of the Congressional Ukraine Caucus: 
the powerful Appropriations Committee 
is being chaired by Nita Lowey of New 
York; the Armed Services Committee by 
Adam Smith of Washington; the Energy 
and Commerce Committee by Frank 
Pallone of New Jersey; and, the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs by Eliot Engel of New 
York. 

One race in the House midterms was 
especially noteworthy: Dana Rohrabacher 
(R-Calif.) lost his race for re-election. Rep. 

Rohrabacher is noteworthy because he 
was a die-hard advocate and defender of 
Vladimir Putin – even going so far as to 
justify Russia’s annexation of Crimea and 
defending Russia’s aggression in the 
Donbas region of Ukraine. While consid-
ered somewhat of a crackpot by many 
Democrats and Republicans alike, his 
actions with respect to Ukraine were seri-
ous and malevolent. 

On the Senate side, the Senate Ukraine 
Caucus also is a bipartisan caucus, formed 
in February 2015 by Sens. Dick Durbin 
(D-Ill.) and Rob Portman (R-Ohio) “to 
strengthen the political, military, economic 
and cultural relationship between the 
United States and Ukraine.” There are 
presently 15 senators in the Caucus – nine 
Democrats and six Republicans. The orga-
nizational structure includes four vice-
chairs: Chris Murphy (D-Conn.), Sherrod 
Brown (D-Ohio), Jeanne Shaheen (D-N.H.) 
and Ron Johnson (R-Wis.). Two members 
of the caucus, both Democrats, Joe 
Connelly of Indiana and Bill Nelson of 
Florida, lost their bids for re-election. 

One of the key Senate committees 
affecting Ukraine is, of course, the Senate 
Armed Services Committee, which has 
been chaired by Jim Inhofe (R-Okla.), who 
assumed the post upon the death of John 
McCain (R-Ariz.). While not as outspoken 
as Sen. McCain, Sen. Inhofe is well known 
for his criticism of Russia and Vladimir 
Putin, and his strong support for Ukraine. 
He also is a member of the Senate Ukraine 
Caucus. 

The  S en a te  Foreig n  Rel a t ion s 
Committee prior to the mid-terms was 
chaired by Sen. Bob Corker (R-Tenn.), who 
chose not to run for re-election. The chair-
manship is now in the hands of Sen. Jim 
Risch of Idaho, who is not considered to be 
as hawkish on Russia as Sen. Corker; how-
ever, he is known to regard Russia as a 
very serious threat. The membership of 
the Foreign Relations Committee includes 
a number of very strong supporters of 
Ukraine including Sen. Ben Cardin of 
Maryland who is the ranking member 
(Democrat) on the committee. Also, Sen. 
Bob Menendez (D-N.J.) and Sen. Mark 
Rubio (R-Fla.) are known for their con-
demnation of Russia and support for 
Ukraine. As the 116th Congress begins, 
Sens. Menendez and Rubio are both in 
favor of ratcheting up pressure on Russia 
by, among other things, making it harder 
for Russia to issue sovereign debt.

The Congressional Ukraine Caucus and 
Senate Ukraine Caucus provide a focal 
point for like-minded representatives and 
senators to discuss, draft and sponsor leg-
islation to support and assist Ukraine in its 
further development as a democracy and, 
at the same time, assist in the defense of 
that democracy. It is important for all 
Ukrainian Americans to exercise their 
right to vote in elections and to encourage 
their elected representatives and senators 
to join the respective Ukrainian caucus. For 
information regarding the membership of 
each caucus, see: https://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/Congressional_Ukrainian_
Caucus and https://en.wikipedia.org/
wiki/Senate_Ukraine_Caucus.

Bohdan Shandor is an attorney. He 
serves as chair of the Ukrainian American 
Bar Association’s Committee on Legislative 
Affairs.

Where Ukrainian culture  
has become mainstream

Mid-term congressional elections
produce positive results for Ukraine
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Children from the Ukrainian Bilingual Program at St. Matthew’s School in 
Edmonton sing the Ukrainian national anthem during the Holodomor commemora-

tions at the Alberta Legislature in November 2017.
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By far the biggest news in Ukraine last year was 
the formation of a canonical self-governing 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church that saw 39-year-

old Metropolitan Epifaniy (Serhiy Dumenko) elected as 
its primate on December 15. A presidential policy goal, 
the seismic shift further divorced Ukraine from 
Moscow and ended over 300 years of the hostile neigh-
bor’s spiritual sway over the country. Consequently, the 
Church’s establishment reverberated throughout the 
Christian world and the Orthodox Church of Ukraine – 
the name of the newly unified Church – awaited the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate’s official granting of a Tomos 
bestowing autocephaly on January 6, 2019. 

Russia opened another war front when its far superior 
naval forces attacked three Ukrainian vessels in the Black 
Sea and took 24 servicemen captive on November 25. The 
escalation added a dangerous dimension to the war in 
which Ukrainian ships lost the ability to freely navigate 
waters in the Azov and Black seas. Commercial shipping 
has been choked, and Kyiv now constantly faces the threat 
of a naval blockade. 

The open act of war prompted authorities to impose 
martial law for a one-month period that ended on 
December 26 as the army faced an invasion force of 
80,000 Russian soldiers stationed near its borders and 
reinforced with weaponized armor and aircraft. 

In response, the U.S. authorized an additional $10 mil-
lion in foreign military financing “to build Ukraine’s naval 
capabilities,” according to the State Department. Britain 
and Lithuania also pledged to increase their security 
assistance. 

More than 1,600 Russians weren’t allowed into the 
country during the one-month period, according to the 
Border Guard Service. The National Security and Defense 
Council indefinitely extended an entry ban for Russian 
males age 16-60 after martial law had expired. 

Ukraine and Russia exchanged a new round of tit-for-
tat sanctions late in December. Russia also completed a 
37-mile border fence on the Ukrainian territory of Crimea 
on December 27 that separates the annexed peninsula 
from mainland Ukraine. 

More than 130 Ukrainian soldiers were killed on the 
frontline in the easternmost Luhansk and Donetsk 
regions, according to the General Staff. More than 2,900 
military personnel have died since 2014 when Russia 
invaded Ukraine, President Petro Poroshenko said on 
December 17. In total, more than 10,400 people have 
been killed, and 1.5 million displaced – the largest internal 
displacement of people in Europe since World War II. 

While addressing the United Nations General Assembly 
on September 26, Ukraine’s president urged the global 
organization to send international peacekeepers to 
Ukraine to finally bring peace to the Donbas. 

Mr. Poroshenko began his speech by stating, “We shall 
never forget that the raison d’être of this organization is to 
‘save succeeding generations from the scourge of war,’ ” 
and noting, “Unfortunately, my fellow citizens have 

become a part of that one-fifth of the world population 
who is experiencing the horrors of war.”

A current truce brokered in the Belarusian capital of 
Minsk has failed to take hold. 

The economy grows

Despite war in its backyard, Ukraine’s economy grew 
by more than 3 percent, based on estimates by various 
government agencies and international lenders like the 
World Bank and International Monetary Fund (IMF). 

Ukrainian airports reported that a record 20 million 
passengers flew last year, twice the number that took to 
the skies in 2015, according to the Infrastructure Ministry. 
Six new airlines entered the market as regional airports 
upgraded their capacity. 

In farming, Ukraine harvested a record high 70.1 mil-
lion tons of grain and remains the world’s top sunflower 
producer, according to the Agrarian Policy and Food 
Ministry. This accounted for 12 percent of economic out-
put and about 80 percent in foreign currency earnings. 

The promising information technology industry contin-
ues to blossom, contributing an estimated $4 billion to the 
economy. In banking, the sector posted profits of $530 
million following four years of losses dating to 2014, 
according to the National Bank of Ukraine. 

More than $20 billion in foreign currency reserves are 
on hand thanks to a new 14-month loan agreement with 
the IMF that unlocked further lending from other sources. 
Ukraine already received $1.4 billion of the total $3.9 bil-
lion to maintain macroeconomic stability. 

And, some 3.2 million Ukrainians work full time 
abroad, the Social Policy Ministry said towards the end of 
the year. 

The aggressor state

The Verkhovna Rada commenced its work after the 
winter break in mid-January 2018 by passing a bill that 
pro-presidential lawmakers said aligns legislation to reali-
ties of the ongoing Russia-stoked war in the Donbas. It 
names Russia as the aggressor and places responsibility 
on Moscow for the fate of Ukrainians living in an occupied 
area of roughly 21,000 square kilometers, or 35 percent of 
the region’s territory. It allows for the deployment of 
armed forces without declaring martial law and trans-
ferred command authority from the Security Service of 
Ukraine (SBU) to the military in what is officially called 
the Joint Forces Operation (JFO). 

“Significantly, the bill names February 20, 2014, as the 
starting point of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine that began 
with the occupation of Crimea, which Moscow annexed a 
month later,” The Ukrainian Weekly (UW) wrote on 
January 21. “A separate United Nations resolution dating 
to March 2014 didn’t recognize a sham referendum that 
enabled the illegal annexation.”

Russian leader Vladimir Putin has admitted to ordering 
his troops to seize Crimea. Former Russian lawmaker Ilya 
Ponomaryov testified to the fact on February 14 in a 
Ukrainian court. 

However, the law on temporarily occupied territories 
doesn’t explicitly call the armed conflict a war against 
Russia and terms like “reintegration” or “de-occupation” 
are missing. 

Election watchdogs, and political and civil society 
experts voiced concern that the law had granted Mr. 
Poroshenko more powers. In particular, authority to 
determine the borders of the occupied territories and 
define the boundaries of three “zones” near the frontline 
that designate various degrees of security and safety. They 
also feared that the military would act without oversight 
and have powers that supersede those of local govern-
ments in the three zones located near the frontline. 

Pro-Ukrainian Crimea native Volodymyr Balukh was 
transferred to a penal colony in the Russian-occupied pen-
insula’s Kerch city on October 19. The political prisoner 
ended a 200-day hunger strike earlier that month. 
Russia’s security service, the FSB, had arrested him in 
December 2016 for allegedly harboring weapons and 
explosives – charges that human rights groups say are fab-
ricated. Mr. Balukh maintained a patriotic stance after 
Moscow invaded the Crimean peninsula. He had “erected 
a Ukrainian flag in his yard and affixed a sign to his house 
that read ‘18 Heavenly Hundred St.’ ” in memory of the 
protesters who were shot during the Euro-Maidan 
Revolution, The Weekly wrote in an editorial on May 13. 

Since Moscow illegally seized the peninsula in March 
2014, dozens of Crimeans have been prosecuted on 
trumped-up charges as part of a campaign to crack down 
on dissent. Between 800,000 and 1 million Russians have 
been relocated to live in Crimea, thus altering the demo-
graphic make-up there, according to Mustafa Dzhemilev, 
Ukrainian national deputy and longtime Crimean Tatar 
leader. Housing is being built in the cities of Symferopol, 
Yevpatoria and Sevastopol to accommodate the Russian 
migrants, he added.

The Crimean Tatar cultural heritage has been systemi-
cally targeted for destruction since Russia took over the 
peninsula. An article by Paul Goble published in this 
newspaper on August 19 states that the Russian campaign 
aims to deny Crimean Tatars their history and claims that 
they are not an indigenous people of the peninsula. 

“To that end, the occupation forces are not only dis-
missing important cultural figures, but they are destroy-
ing cultural monuments, often in the name of ‘restoring’ 
them as is the case with the khan’s palace in Bakhchysarai, 
or undermining the survivability of the Crimean Tatar 
nation by destroying the environment, including water 
supplies, the nation needs,” the article noted. 

On December 22, the United Nations General Assembly 
passed a resolution that calls on Russia to end human 
rights violations in the Crimea. Significantly, it also recog-
nizes Mr. Balukh as a political prisoner, along with Emir-
Huseyn Kuku and imprisoned filmmaker Oleh Sentsov, 
who was awarded the Sakharov Prize for Freedom of 
Thought last year. 

Mr. Sentsov, who supported the Euro-Maidan pro-West-
ern cause, was arrested on May 11, 2014, on politically 
motivated terrorism charges and subsequently given a 
20-year prison sentence in Russia. Amnesty International 
characterized the political prisoner’s prosecution as “an 
extremely cynical show trial.” He has endured hunger 
strikes in a show of defiance for his extra-judicial incarcer-

In Ukraine: Church independence
and ongoing war waged by Russia

 2018: THE YEAR IN REVIEW

Ukraine’s army received new military hardware during ceremonial transfer that the president attended on 
December 21. Overall, the armed forces received 3,500 units of weapons and equipment in the first nine months of 
2018, including over 2,000 units of new and modernized weapons from Ukroboronprom, the state-run defense 

industry conglomerate, according to National Security and Defense Council Secretary Oleksandr Turchynov.

Ukrainian Defense Industry

President Petro Poroshenko fields questions on 
February 28 at Kyiv’s Mystetskyi Arsenal National Art 
and Culture Museum Complex during his first news 
conference of the year titled “Challenges 2018.” His pri-
orities included enshrining membership in NATO and 

the European Union in the Constitution of Ukraine.

Presidential Administration of Ukraine



No. 2THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY      SUNDAY, JANUARY 13, 20196

ation. World leaders, celebrities and human rights groups 
have consistently called for Mr. Sentsov’s release. On June 
1-3, a worldwide freedom campaign was organized by Let 
My People Go, a coalition of civil society groups, that 
spanned three continents in over three dozen cities. Mr. 
Sentsov is currently held in a high-security prison above 
the Arctic Circle. 

Another politically motivated case has been that of 
Ukrainian journalist Roman Sushchenko, who was sen-
tenced to 12 years in a Russian prison on June 4 ostensi-
bly for spying. Ukraine’s Foreign Affairs Ministry said the 
journalist was a “hostage to Russian aggression.” He was 
the Paris correspondent for the state-run Ukrinform news 
agency and was arrested in 2016 in Moscow purportedly 
for gathering classified information. 

In total, Russia holds nearly 100 Ukrainian prisoners of 
war and political prisoners, according to the Kharkiv 
Human Rights Protection Group. The SBU says there are 
over 100 additional POWs and civilian hostages in the 
occupied parts of Donetsk and Luhansk oblasts. 

During the year, the Victims of Communism Memorial 
Foundation included occupied Crimea and the Donbas in 
its “captive nations” report. 

Maritime stranglehold

Russia’s maritime stranglehold on Ukraine began on 
May 15 with the completion of a 19-kilometer bridge that 
links Russia with Crimea. Its height limits the clearance of 
ships that could pass underneath in the Kerch Strait. Thus, 
shipping capacity was reduced by 30 percent, 
Infrastructure Minister Volodymyr Omelyan told The 
Ukrainian Weekly

Mr. Poroshenko said that “the illegal construction of the 
Kerch Bridge is the latest evidence of the Kremlin’s disre-
gard for international law.” That same month Russian mili-
tary ships started to arbitrarily detain and inspect com-
mercial vessels sailing to and from Ukrainian ports. 
Ukraine’s Navy has since started building a naval base 
along the Azov Sea coast and aims to form a mosquito 

fleet. Still, the local economy has suffered, sustaining some 
$350 million in damages since the de-facto blockade 
began, the Infrastructure Ministry said. Turnover in the 
Mariupol and Berdyansk ports has halved since 2014. 

Events culminated with the November attack on three 
Ukrainian vessels. Kyiv argued for more sanctions on 
Russia following the open act of war. In an opposite-edito-
rial (op-ed) commentary published in The New York 
Times on December 5, Mr. Poroshenko said that Russia 
can’t be allowed to get away with its brazen aggression 
against Ukraine. 

The occupied territories

Meanwhile, thousands of residents in Crimea and 
Kherson region were evacuated starting in late August fol-
lowing a chemical leak at a titanium dioxide plant located 
close to the northern Crimean town of Armiansk. Russian-
occupying Crimean authorities acknowledged the release of 
sulfur trioxide into the air only 10 days after the accident. 

Additional evidence surfaced that Russia continues to 
arm forces in the occupied Donbas, according to the 
Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe. 
Charged with monitoring a failed truce in the war, the OSCE’s 
drones spotted convoys of military trucks pouring across the 
Russian-Ukrainian border at night in August-October. 

A Moldovan observer of the organization’s monitoring 
group died in a road accident on January 18 near the 
Donetsk Oblast town of Kramatorsk. (Previously, an 
American monitor had been killed in April 2017 after 
driving over a land mine in a vehicle.)

Open-data sleuth Bellingcat reported in May that nine 
Russian officers had led an artillery attack on the Azov Sea 
coastal city of Mariupol in January 2015 that killed 30 civil-
ians and injured 100 more. Donetsk Oblast’s second largest 
city, Mariupol is located 30 kilometers from the frontline. 

The report was subsequently filed as evidence at the 
International Court of Justice in The Hague. In August, Mr. 
Poroshenko ordered the creation of an inter-agency coor-
dinating body to sue Russia over its occupation of Crimea 

and parts of the Donbas in international courts. In 
November 2016, the International Criminal court had 
determined that Russian-Ukrainian clashes constitute an 
“international armed conflict.”

NATO and the EU

Ukraine’s first wartime president also succeeded in hav-
ing NATO and European Union accession declared a strategic 
goal that was enshrined in the Constitution with a November 
22 parliamentary vote that amended the document.

NATO and Ukraine have stepped up cooperation since 
2014 with the goal of upgrading Kyiv’s Soviet-era military. 
Ukraine received aspiring NATO member status on March 
10, the defense bloc stated on its website.

In May, the military started training with the highly 
sophisticated Javelin tank-killing devices that it purchased 
from the U.S. Kyiv has approval from America to purchase 
37 launchers and 210 missiles of the “fire-and-forget pre-
cision” apparatus. 

Ukraine’s own arms producers delivered 3,500 units of 
weapons and equipment in first nine of months of 2018, 
including over 2,000 units of new and modernized weapons. 

An end-of-year poll conducted by the Kyiv-based 
Democratic Initiatives Foundation showed that 70 percent 
of Ukrainians support NATO membership and 75 percent 
are for joining the EU if a referendum were held in 
December. Mr. Poroshenko described NATO integration as 
a “civilizational choice” while visiting the defense bloc’s 
headquarters in Brussels on July 12. 

A further break from the Soviet past came on August 24 
when the president changed the army’s military greeting to 
“Glory to Ukraine – Glory to the Heroes” during the 27th 
anniversary celebrations of the country’s independence. 

More ties were severed with Moscow when Parliament 
on December 6 voted not to extend a 10-year friendship 
treaty with Russia that was due to expire this year. 

In a bid to clamp down on propaganda and disinforma-
tion – an integral component of Russia’s hybrid war tool-
box – Kyiv raided two Moscow-controlled media outlets. 

 2018: THE YEAR IN REVIEW

A $3.7-billion, 19-kilometer long bridge connecting Russia to the Ukrainian peninsula 
of Crimea that Moscow illegally annexed in 2014 was officially opened on May 15. 

Russia completed a 37-mile fence two meters in height on December 27 on the 
Ukrainian territory of Crimea that it annexed. It separates the peninsula from main-

land Ukraine.

www.most.life
Federal Security Service of Russia

Solemn ceremonies marking the centennial of the historic Battle of Kruty of January 29, 
1918, were held in various cities across Ukraine, including Kyiv, Lviv, Zaporizhia and 
Ivano-Frankivsk. In Kyiv, where some of the heroes of Kruty are buried at Askold’s 
Grave on the right bank of the Dnipro River, President Petro Poroshenko and First Lady 

Maryna Poroshenko laid flowers at the memorial cross honoring the fallen.

President Petro Poroshenko and First Lady Maryna Poroshenko pay tribute to 
Mykhailo Hrushevsky, president of the Central Rada of the Ukrainian National 
Republic on January 22, when the country commemorated the Act of Unity pro-
claimed 99 years earlier between Ukrainian lands that were part of the Austro- 

Hungarian and tsarist Russian empires.

Presidential Administration of Ukraine Presidential Administration of Ukraine
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The local chief editor of the Russian state-run RIA Novosti 
was detained on suspicion of high treason. 

The SBU sealed access to over 300 “Internet resources” 
that “Russia used to wage hybrid war against Ukraine,” the 
security agency announced on December 22. 

It also staged the May 29 assassination of Arkady 
Babchenko, an exiled Russian journalist working in 
Ukraine, that was allegedly directed from the Kremlin. 

Diplomatically, Ukraine stayed on the West’s agenda 
with numerous high-profile officials visiting the country. 
They included the EU’s main foreign policy envoy, Frederica 
Mogherini, German Chancellor Angela Merkel, U.S. Energy 
Secretary Rick Perry, U.S. Special Representative for 
Ukraine Negotiations Kurt Volker and others.

Mses. Merkel and Mogherini praised Kyiv for pushing 
ahead on reforms and backed the EU’s sanctions against 
Russia. Both mentioned that much remains to further 
improve governance and the rule of law, especially on 
fighting corruption. 

The battle against corruption

A new anti-corruption court, created with a parliamen-
tary vote on June 14, is not expected to start functioning 
until after the March 31 presidential election. 

Aside from being an IMF lending benchmark, fighting 
graft was a key demand of the Euro-Maidan popular 
uprising that ousted disgraced ex-President Viktor 
Yanukovych in February 2014. 

A poll of civil society, political and economic experts 
released by the Democratic Initiatives Foundation on 
November 5 noted that the public’s perception of rampant 
graft has led to an “abysmal level of distrust” of govern-
ment. Based on a rolling yearly survey of experts, the find-
ings showed that reforms have stagnated after the first 
two years of the revolution. A key outcome of the move-
ment is that Ukraine firmly has chosen a course of 
embracing democratic values and integrating with 
Western institutions and political bodies. 

Anti-corruption activists have noted that no former or 
current high-level official has been convicted of wrongdoing 
since the Euro-Maidan or those of the same caliber who 
committed crimes leading up to and during the revolution.

Alarmingly – especially since nearly 100 protesters 
were lethally shot during the protests – impunity has 
remained. The 55 attacks on journalists, civic activists and 
corruption whistleblowers in 2017-2018 that civil society 
groups have tracked have gone unsolved. 

Notably, activist Kateryna Handziuk died on November 
4 in a Kyiv hospital after being doused with acid outside 
her home in Kherson. 

In the judicial sphere

Mr. Yanukovych, the suspected main culprit behind the 
shootings of protesters during the Euro-Maidan uprising, 
was hospitalized in Moscow on November 18, a day 
before he was to remotely give a final statement in his 
treason trial in a Kyiv court.

Prosecutors seek a 15-year prison sentence for betray-
ing Ukraine on charges that the ex-president was complic-
it in Russia’s invasion of Crimea and subsequent incursion 
into the Donbas in 2014. Mr. Yanukovych currently lives in 
Moscow, where he fled after abandoning office in 
February 2014. 

As the wider world has uncovered the wide-ranging 
reach of covert Russian activity, some link back to Ukraine. 
They include the alleged lethal poisoning attempt of dou-
ble Russian-British agent Sergei Skripal and his daughter 
on British soil in March. The two suspected assassins 
were revealed to be officers of Russia’s GRU military intel-
ligence. According to Bellingcat, Col. Anatoliy Chepiga and 
Dr. Alexander Mishkin received their country’s highest 
state award in the latter half of 2014 after visiting 
Ukraine. Kyiv joined the international community to pun-
ish Russia for the failed hit by banishing 13 Russian diplo-
mats – an additional 151 envoys were expelled by 27 
NATO countries. 

“Kyiv took further action on March 27” when the SBU 
said it had “banned the 23 Russian diplomats that the U.K. 
expelled in response to the Salisbury attack,” The Weekly 
wrote on April 1. 

Former Georgian leader Mikheil Saakashvili and Odesa 
governor was also ejected from Ukraine – on February 12. 
He was forcibly deported to Poland after his college chum, 
Mr. Poroshenko, stripped him of Ukrainian citizenship. 
Both had a falling out soon after the president appointed 
Mr. Saakashvili to head Odesa Oblast in May 2015. The lat-
ter started to accuse the president and his inner circle of 
corruption, whereas Mr. Poroshenko publicly complained 
that the former Georgian president wasn’t focusing 
enough on his duties as governor. 

Hero of Ukraine and former National Deputy Nadiya 
Savchenko was arrested on charges of plotting a coup and 
planning terrorist attacks on March 22. She has since gone 
on a hunger strike while in pre-trial detention and main-
tains her innocence. After enduring 709 days of Russian 
captivity, she was released on May 25, 2016. She had been 
captured by Russian-led forces in the Donbas war zone. 

Another event tying Ukraine internationally was the 
downing of Malaysia Airlines Flight 17 in which 298 peo-
ple died after the plane was shot down from Russian-
controlled territory of the Donbas on July 17, 2014. A 
Dutch-led international investigative team concluded in 
May that a sophisticated anti-aircraft projectile system 
that shot down the aircraft came from Russia. Many of the 
passengers were Dutch. 

Holland’s Foreign Minister Stef Blok in December told 
his country’s Parliament that the government is consider-
ing “taking potential next step,” including “submitting the 
matter to an international court of organization,” to bring 
Russia to justice for the disaster, The New York Times 
reported. An Amsterdam law firm furthermore in 
November filed a formal complaint against Russia in the 
ECHR on behalf of the relatives of 55 people who died in 
the MH17 shootdown, dutchnews.nl reported.

In other international courts, Russia’s state-owned 
Gazprom lost a three-year dispute with Ukrainian energy 
conglomerate Naftogaz Group in the Stockholm arbitra-
tion court. Gazprom was ordered on February 28 to pay 
$2.56 billion to the Ukrainian state-controlled company 
for refusing to supply Kyiv with natural gas for which it 
had prepaid. Adjudication between two energy giants is 
still ongoing on related matters. 

Historic events, historical findings

On a centennial scale, various cities across Ukraine 
marked the historic Battle of Kruty on January 29. The 
crucial clash in 1918 saw a student battalion of the 
Ukrainian Sich Riflemen and cadets face a Bolshevik force 
of more than 4,000. About half of the 400-500 Ukrainians 
were killed. Fighting allowed for Ukraine to hold Kyiv and 
conclude the Peace Treaty of Brest-Litovsk. 

Also solemnly observed was the 99th anniversary of 
Unity Day on January 22. It commemorates a proclama-
tion that united Ukrainian lands on both sides of the 
Dnipro River – territory that was part of the Austro-
Hungarian and Russian tsarist empires. 

“Although short-lived, in 1919 the Ukrainian National 
Republic based in Kyiv, which stretched as far as the Kuban 
region to the southeast, united with the Western Ukrainian 
National Republic that comprised most of eastern Galicia, 
parts of Bukovyna and the Carpathian Mountain region,” 
The Ukrainian Weekly wrote on January 28. 

The bodies of 134 victims who were killed during the 
Soviet Union’s occupation of western Ukraine in 1939-
1941 during World War II (and before Nazi Germany 
invaded the USSR and its erstwhile war ally) were given a 
proper burial in Ivano-Frankivsk on March 24. 

“They were discovered in the summer of 2017, when, 

while laying cables along the street, engineers stumbled 
upon several human remains,” a story published on April 
1 stated. 

Another site uncovered last year dates to the 11th-12th 
centuries of the Kyivan Rus’ era. Archeologists had discov-
ered ancient 1,500-square-meter living quarters with two 
bisecting streets in 2015. It was at the site in Kyiv’s Postal 
Square district along the Dnipro River’s western bank 
where developers were building an underground shop-
ping mall. Scientists and local lawmakers want to build a 
museum on the site. After the Kyiv City Council in April 
froze construction and decided to create a museum, it 
reversed its decision June 21. Activists gained the upper 
hand in early December when the local legislature voted 
to cancel its investment contract with the shopping mall 
developer, thus halting any further construction on the 
site. The fate of the historical finding remains unclear. 

Cultural diplomacy initiated

Kyiv officially started cultural diplomacy on June 12 
when Volodymyr Sheiko started work as the head of the 
newly formed Ukrainian Institute under the purview of 
the Foreign Affairs Ministry. 

The new institution now joins the ranks of such entities 
as American Councils, British Council, Institut Francais 
and Germany’s Goethe-Institut. 

It will promote the country “internationally through 
culture, science, education and language,” the nation’s 
chief cultural diplomat told the UW on May 29. “There has 
never been a better time for Ukraine to work in culture.”

Looking ahead

Looking ahead, Ukraine will hold presidential elections 
on March 31 and a new Parliament is expected to be voted 
in five months later. As many as 22 candidates may run in 
the presidential race. 

The next president will have less policy flexibility 
because of increased Russian pressure and Western insis-
tence that Ukraine continue embarking on reforms that 
have mostly stagnated. 

“Ukraine has few options at this stage to embark on a 
path independent of the IMF reform agenda,” wrote 
Timothy Ash, a London-based senior emerging markets 
sovereign strategist for Bluebay Asset Management. 
“Russian actions in the east should be watched, and 
Ukrainian autocephalous status and tensions in the Sea of 
Azov are definitely things to watch.”

This year Ukraine faces a peak in foreign debt payments 
worth $4.2 billion out of a total $10 billion in funding needs. 

Militarily, experts polled by Defense One, a news portal 
devoted to U.S. national defense and security, said that 
Russia will escalate war with Ukraine this year. 

“They predict that the situation between Russia and 
Ukraine will worsen,” Defense One wrote at the end of 
December. “Some expect an imminent attack against 
Ukraine after a prolonged military tank build-up on the 
border. Others were more conservative in the estimates of 
when and how large new hostilities would flare.”
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Archaeologists dig near wooden fences along what is believed to be an intersection of two streets of ancient Kyiv 
dating to the Kyivan Rus’ era of the 11th-12th centuries in the historic district of Podil at Poshtova Ploshcha (Postal 
Square). The remains were unearthed when digging began for an underground shopping mall. The Kyiv City 

Council in December halted all further construction at the site.

facebook.com/pg/museumpodol
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This year for churches was filled with centennial cele-
brations for the Ukrainian Orthodox Church in the 
U.S.A. and Canada, as well as for several individual 

parishes in the U.S. However, the majority of 2018 news 
on Churches focused on major events in the process of 
Ukraine’s Orthodox gaining independence from Russian 
influence and establishing a unified Church recognized by 
the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople.

President Petro Poroshenko held a historic meeting on 
April 17 at the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople 
in Istanbul. Mr. Poroshenko met with Ecumenical Patriarch 
Bartholomew about the autocephaly process for an inde-
pendent Orthodox Church of Ukraine. The historic meeting 
was also meant to show the Ecumenical Patriarchate that 
there is political approval for such a move, which was sup-
ported by the Verkhovna Rada, Ukraine’s Parliament, with 
268 votes cast in favor on April 19, thereby alleviating con-
cerns that such a move would increase tensions in Ukraine.  
Unification efforts by the Ukrainian Orthodox Church – Kyiv 
Patriarchate (UOC-KP) and the Ukrainian Autocephalous 
Orthodox Church (UAOC) were also a move that promoted 
unity in the creation of an independent Orthodox Church of 
Ukraine. Ukrainian Orthodox Church – Moscow 
Patriarchate (UOC-MP) priests, bishops and its political 
advocates from the Opposition Bloc denounced the moves 
toward unification and the creation of an independent 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church.

There were some positive signs from the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate on April 22 ahead of a Holy Synod of Bishops 
that would determine the advancement of the process for 
granting a Tomos of autocephaly for the creation of an 
independent Orthodox Church of Ukraine. The meeting in 
May determined that there was sufficient evidence to pro-
ceed on granting autocephaly for Ukraine’s Orthodox 
Church. Representatives of the UOC-MP were invited to be 
part of the process, but the UOC-MP leaders declined the 
invitation, claiming that the move was a political stunt to 
distract from domestic issues. The actions by Ukraine’s 
Parliament and Mr. Poroshenko, as well as the UOC-KP and 
the UAOC, were supported by the Permanent Conference of 
Ukrainian Orthodox Bishops Beyond the Borders of 
Ukraine, which includes the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of 
the U.S.A. (UOC-U.S.A.) and the Ukrainian Orthodox 
Church of Canada (UOCC).

President Poroshenko reminded politicians on April 17 
about the repressive actions of Russian authorities in 
Crimea against Ukrainian Orthodox faithful. Human Rights 
Watch called the actions a “climate of fear and repression.” 
Ukrainian religious organizations that wish to register in 
Crimea must recognize Crimea as part of Russia. Incidents 
were documented in Symferopol, Sevastopol and 
Perevalne, where UOC-KP property was seized by the 
Russian authorities.  

The Weekly’s editorial of the time noted the political 
and spiritual nature of declaring Ukraine’s Orthodox 
Church an independent structure free from Russian con-
trol. The editorial recounted the historical developments 
since Ukraine’s baptism into Christianity in 988 by 
Byzantine bishops from Constantinople, the subjugation of 
the Orthodox Church of Ukraine by Moscow in 1686, the 

brief years of independence in the 1920s, and the spiritual 
rebirth since the collapse of the Soviet Union in the late 
1980s and early 1990s. The move to unite the UOC-KP and 
the UAOC and the granting of a Tomos of autocephaly by 
Constantinople would right a historical wrong, the editorial 
underscored.The Permanent Conference of Ukrainian 
Orthodox Bishops Beyond the Borders of Ukraine issued a 
statement on April 25 in support of the unification efforts 
of the UOC-KP and the UAOC. The letter informed readers 
about President Poroshenko’s meeting with Ecumenical 
Patriarch Bartholomew on April 9, and the process of 
granting the Orthodox Church of Ukraine a Tomos of auto-
cephaly. The statement supported the unification efforts 
and expressed hope for a spiritual renewal in Ukraine.

More than 100,000 people marched through the streets 
of Kyiv on July 28 to mark the 1,030th anniversary of the 
baptism of Ukraine by Grand Prince Volodymyr in 988. 
Leading the procession were President Poroshenko and 
First Lady Maryna Poroshenko, Patriarch Filaret of the 
UOC-KP and Metropolitan Makariy of the UAOC. The 
march was also a demonstration of the popularity of unifi-
cation efforts of the UOC-KP and the UAOC, as well as the 
process toward autocephaly for an independent Orthodox 
Church in Ukraine. 

The Ukraine Crisis and Media Center released an analy-
sis of the unification process for Ukraine’s Orthodox and 
the steps taken by the Ecumenical Patriarchate to recog-
nize an independent Orthodox Church of Ukraine. The 
analysis explained the structures of patriarchates and 
metropolitanates within the hierarchy centered around 
Constantinople. The tug of war between Moscow and 
Constantinople has historical roots that date back to 1686 
and Moscow’s annexation of the Kyiv Metropolitanate, the 

UCMC pointed out.
The precedents of Poland and Estonia having been grant-

ed autocephaly by Constantinople gave hope for Ukraine, 
and new laws passed by the Verkhovna Rada have forced 
the UOC-MP to identify itself with the Russian Orthodox 
Church. The Tomos of autocephaly, a historic document, 
will divide Ukraine’s history into “before” and “after.”

Jaroslaw Martyniuk’s analysis on Ukraine’s Churches 
“by the numbers,” clarified the religious situation in 
Ukraine and also nullified many arguments of the Russian 
Orthodox Church about Ukraine. Ukraine’s two leading 
Orthodox jurisdictions, (the UOC-MP and the UOC-KP), 
made up 17 percent and 41.4 percent, respectively, of 
Ukraine’s population. Ukraine’s Catholic Church made up 
7.5 percent. The UAOC made up 1.6 percent. Over all, 42 
percent of those polled supported Mr. Poroshenko’s 
efforts toward the creation of a unified and independent 
Orthodox Church of Ukraine. While 31 percent did not 
support it, more than one-fourth said they had difficulty in 
deciding whether to support the initiative. Regionally, sup-
port was highest in western Ukraine at 56 percent, while 
25 percent in the south and 22 percent in the east 
expressed approval. 

More than 100 metropolitans and archbishops assem-
bled at the Ecumenical Patriarchate in Istanbul, Turkey, on 
September 1-3 to approve a process for granting autoceph-
aly to the Orthodox Church in Ukraine. Optimism was run-
ning high following Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew’s 
meeting with Moscow Patriarch Kirill on August 31 ahead 
of the Synaxis of the Hierarchs of the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate. “The ecumenical patriarch has decided to use 
all ways possible to resolve the issue of granting autocepha-
ly to the Ukrainian Orthodox Church,” Metropolitan 
Emmanuel of France said. Patriarch Bartholomew said the 
decision to move forward aims to right a historical mistake 
by his predecessor, Patriarch Dionysios IV in 1686, adding, 
“…no matter how much some people wish to embellish the 
situation in Ukraine, history proves them wrong and pres-
ents indisputable arguments demonstrating that the origin 
of difficulties and reactions in Ukraine are neither a recent 
phenomenon nor something created by the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate.” The statement underscored that Moscow has 
no right to claim Kyiv or Ukraine as its canonical territory, as 
Kyiv remained under constant and uninterrupted depen-
dence on the Mother Church of Constantinople. The ulti-
mate goal of the Synaxis, Patriarch Bartholomew said, was 
to grant autocephaly to the Orthodox Church of Ukraine.

Following the Synaxis in Istanbul, Archbishop Daniel 
(UOC-U.S.A.), Bishop Ilarion (UOCC) and Archbishop 
Emmanuel of France were named as exarchs of the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate in Ukraine. 

The ROC’s reaction to moves by Ukraine and 
Constantinople was to accuse Patriarch Bartholomew as 
acting in a “despicable and treacherous way.” Patriarch 
Kirill of the Russian Orthodox Church sought international 
solidarity to bolster Russia’s claims to Ukraine as its 
canonical territory.

Patriarch Filaret (UOC-KP) on September 19 visited 
Washington, where he spoke at the Atlantic Council about 
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President Petro Poroshenko meets with Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew in Istanbul on April 9 to discuss the 
process of gaining autocephaly for the Ukrainian Orthodox Church. 

Presidential Administration of Ukraine/Mykhailo Palinchak

Patriarch Filaret (UOC-KP) and Metropolitan Makariy (UAOC), joined by President Petro Poroshenko and First 
Lady Maryna Poroshenko, lead more than 100,000 people in a procession through Kyiv on July 28 to mark the 

1,030th anniversary of the baptism of Ukraine in 988.

Presidential Administration of Ukraine

Our Churches: A Tomos
and centennial celebrations
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the unification process for Ukraine’s Orthodox Churches. 
Ukraine’s role in Russia’s dreams of an empire reborn can-
not materialize with the creation of an independent 
Orthodox Church of Ukraine free from Russia’s influence 
and that of the ROC. As long as Russia is allowed to influ-
ence religious life in Ukraine and to foment divisions 
among its people, Ukraine will not be a strong nation. 
However, a Ukraine that asserts its own national identity 
through an independent and unified Orthodox Church of 
Ukraine can prevent the expansion of an aggressive 
Russia, Patriarch Filaret explained. The patriarch 
remained optimistic on the chances of resolving Moscow’s 
annexation of Crimea and the war in the eastern 
Ukrainian Donbas region. During the visit, the patriarch 
stopped at the Holodomor Memorial and the Embassy of 
Ukraine, and also visited Chicago and Cleveland.

The ROC threatened that violence could erupt in 
Ukraine in response to the move by Constantinople to 
grant a Tomos of autocephaly to Ukraine. It claimed that 
its faithful would be forced out of properties it claims as 
its own, that its believers would defend these places and 
that bloodshed could result.

The Ecumenical Patriarchate issued a decree on October 
11, following a three-day Holy Synod in Istanbul, which 
stated that the process of recognizing an independent 
Orthodox Church of Ukraine would continue. The Synod 
renewed its “decision already made that the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate proceed to the granting of autocephaly to the 
Church of Ukraine.” The Synod also decided to lift anathe-
mas against Patriarch Filaret Denysenko (UOC-KP) and 
Metropolitan Makariy Maletych (UAOC). “Thus, the above-
mentioned have been canonically reinstated to their hier-
archical or priestly rank, and their faithful have been 
restored to communion with the Church,” the official 
announcement read. Significantly, the Synod also rejected 
the 1686 letter that granted the patriarch of Moscow the 
right to ordain the metropolitan of Kyiv. 

In turn, Patriarch Filaret issued a statement on October 
11 urging that steps toward independence from Moscow 
must be carried out carefully to avoid giving the Kremlin a 
pretext for further Russian incursions into Ukrainian territo-
ry. The patriarch insisted that there would be no illegal sei-
zures of church buildings in Ukraine that are currently under 
the control of the UOC-MP. Patriarch Filaret told RFE/RL: 
“This is what Moscow wants – raider seizures that create 
grounds for interference in the internal affairs of Ukraine… 
Now they want to create conditions [where they can claim 
their activities are] for the protection of the Orthodox 
believers. Knowing this, we do not want to give them a 
reason for interference in our internal affairs, and there-
fore there will be no forcible seizure of church buildings.” 

The ROC announced at its own Synod in Minsk on 
October 15 that it had severed ties with the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate following the decision to proceed with grant-
ing autocephaly for the Orthodox Church in Ukraine. The 
Ecumenical Patriarchate’s decision was such a shock to 
Russian chauvinism that President Vladimir Putin con-
vened an emergency meeting of the Security Council. 
Archbishop Yevstratiy Zorya, spokesperson for the UOC-KP, 
said that Moscow was behaving in a way that it is isolating 
itself as it has done politically ever since it annexed Crimea 
in 2014. It was expected that Russia would attempt to 
interfere or disrupt the election (through acts of provoca-
tion that would spark violence) of a new church leader 

during the scheduled Unification Synod. Archbishop 
Yevstratiy added that parishes’ shift from UOC-MP to the 
unified Ukrainian Orthodox Church would likely happen 
without violence, as has been the case since 2014.

President Poroshenko and Patriarch Bartholomew 
signed an agreement on November 3 in Istanbul on coop-
eration and interaction between Kyiv and the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate. The agreement set the conditions for the 
granting of the Tomos of autocephaly for Ukraine and said 
it would proceed in strict accordance with the canons of 
the Orthodox Church. Patriarch Bartholomew underscored 
his hope that the decision to grant autocephaly would lead 
to the unification of all Orthodox believers in Ukraine.

Metropolitan Epifaniy was elected as primate of a new 
united Orthodox Church of Ukraine on December 15 dur-
ing the Unification Synod in Kyiv that was set to unite 
Ukraine’s fractured Orthodox faiths (UOC-KP, UOC-MP 
and UAOC) into one independent Church. Thousands of 
faithful stood outside St. Sophia Cathedral where 192 del-
egates made a historic decision to break away from 
Russian influence. Metropolitan Epifaniy, 39, of 
Pereyeslav-Khmelnytsky and Bila Tserkva (UOC-KP), now 
holds the title of Metropolitan of Kyiv and All Ukraine – 
something that hasn’t existed in 332 years – as a leader of 
a Church free from Moscow’s influence and canonically 
recognized by Constantinople. Metropolitan Epifaniy was 
invited to receive the Tomos of Autocephaly from 
Patriarch Bartholomew in Istanbul on January 6, 2019, 
finalizing the process that was begun years ago. On 
December 16 the new leader of Ukraine’s Orthodox faith-
ful celebrated divine liturgy at St. Michael the Golden-
Domed Monastery in Kyiv, calling for unity in the face of 
Russian aggression. 

A statement of greeting for Metropolitan Epifaniy was 
received from U.S. State Department spokesperson Robert 
Palladino, who underscored U.S. support for Ukraine and 
respects the freedom to worship unhindered by outside 
interference. 

The Weekly’s editorial noted additional statements of 
acknowledgement and congratulations for the new 
Orthodox primate, including those from the Vatican, the gov-
ernment of Canada, and major diaspora organizations – the 
Ukrainian Congress Committee of America, the Ukrainian 

Canadian Congress and the Ukrainian World Congress.
The reaction in Russia was swift and highly negative. 

The ROC severed ties with the Ecumenical Patriarchate of 
Constantinople, while appealing to global religious lead-
ers and institutions for solidarity in asserting its right to 
influence in Ukraine. It was also believed that Russia and, 
by extension, the ROC, would seize the opportunity to 
foment provocations and violence in “defense” of religious 
property in Ukraine. 

President Poroshenko’s statement on December 15 
was one of joy over the election of a new primate for a 
united Orthodox Church of Ukraine. He noted the historic 
significance of the Unification Synod and how political and 
spiritual independence are intertwined. Now, Ukraine’s 
priests will have an equally important role in the shaping 
of the future for Ukrainian citizens, Mr. Poroshenko 
explained. Moreover, this celebration is not just for 
Ukraine’s Orthodox, but for all Ukrainians, regardless of 
their faith. An independent Ukrainian Orthodox Church is 
a spiritual guarantor of an independent Ukrainian state, 
he added, and part of Ukraine’s pro-European strategy.

UOC-U.S.A. and UOC-Canada centennial

The UOC-U.S.A. celebrated its centennial on July 28 with 
a hierarchical divine liturgy and banquet. The celebration 
coincided with the feast day of St. Volodymyr, grand prince 
of Kyivan Rus’, who baptized Ukraine into Christianity in 
988. Following a procession from the Ukrainian Cultural 
Center along Easton Avenue to the outdoor canopied area 
in front of St. Andrew Memorial Church, a hierarchical 
divine liturgy was celebrated by Metropolitan Yurij 
(UOCC). He was joined by Archbishop Demetrios, ruling 
hierarch of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of New York 
and an official representative of the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate of Constantinople, as well as hierarchs of the 
UOCC and clergy of the UOC-U.S.A., as well as bishops of 
Churches recognized by the Ecumenical Patriarchate. 
Hierarchs of the Ukrainian Catholic Church were also in 
attendance, as well as  Ukraine’s Ambassador Valeriy Chaly 
and Consul General Oleksii Holubov of New York. 

At the banquet reception held at the Ukrainian Cultural 
Center, greetings were extended by representatives of 
Ukrainian community organizations and Ukrainian 
Orthodox lay organizations.

The UOC-U.S.A.’s centennial celebrations were held not 
only in South Bound Brook, N.J., on July 27-28, but also in 
Emlenton, Pa., at All Saints Camp on September 1-3, and 
in Los Angeles on September 22-23. A commemorative 
book distributed during the celebrations detailed the his-
tory of the UOC-U.S.A. and its major milestones. 

Archbishop Daniel, reflecting on the future of the 
Church, on July 29 at St. Andrew Memorial Church stated: 
“…We must act in faith. We must stand on the promise of 
Christ that if we are busy going about the duty the Lord 
has assigned us, just as the disciples were busy getting 
their boats to the other side of the shoe as Jesus had 
instructed them, then He Himself will come to us walking 
on the very waves that threaten to swallow us up. As the 
Church in the modern world, like Peter’s boat, sails 
through the stormy seas of our time, we need to keep an 
eye on those very seas for Jesus who comes to bring deliv-
erance, peace and love…”

The UOCC celebrated its own centennial on August 
9-12 in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, with hierarchical divine 
liturgies at St. Petro Mohyla Institute, Holy Trinity 
Cathedral and All Saints Ukrainian Orthodox Church. The 
centennial celebration coincided with an Extraordinary 
Sobor that attracted more than 150 delegates. The cele-
brations concluded with a gala banquet and concert.
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Metropolitan-Archbishop Stefan Soroka on April 16 
announced his retirement as head of the Ukrainian 

Catholic Church in the U.S.A. 

The Rev. Roman Kapran was elected president of the 
Ukrainian Evangelical Baptist Convention in the U.S.A. 
during its 73rd annual conference on September 1-3 in 

Levittown, Pa.

Clergy members walk in procession to St. Andrew Memorial Church in South Bound Brook, N.J., on July 28 for 
the official celebration of the centennial of the UOC-U.S.A. 

Matthew Dubas



No. 2THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY      SUNDAY, JANUARY 13, 201910

Parish centennials and conventions

St. Josaphat Ukrainian Catholic Church in Bethlehem, 
Pa., celebrated its centennial on September 30 with a hier-
archical divine liturgy celebrated by Bishop Andriy Rabiy. 
A banquet reception followed at Palace Center in 
Allentown, Pa., where guests learned about the parish’s 
extensive history, and speakers recalled memories and 
experiences, extending wishes for many more years of 
service to the community.

Founded in 1918 with more than 700 members, Holy 
Ascension Ukrainian Orthodox Church in Maplewood, N.J., 
celebrated its centennial on October 20 with a hierarchi-
cal divine liturgy led by Metropolitan Antony and 
Archbishop Daniel followed by a festive banquet at the 
Maplewood Country Club. Parishioners Lynne and Daniel 
Gulak, Michael and Daria Komichak, Vsevolod Luckewicz, 
Zina Minchenko and the late Leonid Charczenko were rec-
ognized for their years of service and contributions to sus-
tain the work of the parish community.  Commemorative 
booklets included an extensive history of the church com-
munity, its role in the founding of the UOC-U.S.A., and fea-
tured greetings from former and current parish priests – 
the Very Revs. John Nakonachny and Oleh Hucul – as well 
as politicians, including President Donald Trump and New 
Jersey Gov. Phil Murphy.

St. Volodymyr Ukrainian Catholic Church in Palmerton, 
Pa., celebrated its centennial on October 28. The liturgy 
was led by Bishop Andriy; two choirs – St. Mary Ukrainian 
Church Choir of McAdoo, Pa., and the Dzvin male choir 
from Philadelphia – combined for the responses. A cele-
bratory banquet held at the Blue Shamrock Golf Club was 
attended by more than 100 people. 

Patriarch Sviatoslav of the Ukrainian Greek-Catholic 
Church addressed the participants of the 136th conven-
tion of the Knights of Columbus in Baltimore on August 7. 
He reminded the gathering of the Ukrainian political pris-
oners in Russian custody, notably filmmaker Oleh Sentsov, 
who had been sentenced to 20 years for his support of 
Ukraine during Russia’s annexation of the Crimean penin-
sula in 2014. The patriarch also drew attention to the war 
in eastern Ukraine and the “hybrid war” tactics that 
Russia uses against Ukraine and the West. Participating in 
the convention were Bishop Paul Chomnycky, eparch of 
Stamford, Conn.; Bishop Bohdan Danylo, eparch of Parma, 
Ohio; Bishop David Motiuk, eparch of Edmonton, Alberta; 
Bishop Brian Bayda, eparch of Saskatoon, Saskatchewan; 
Bishop Andriy, apostolic administrator of the Archeparchy 
of Philadelphia; Bishop John Bura, auxiliary bishop of the 
archeparchy; and Archbishop-emeritus Stefan Soroka.

The 73rd annual conference of the Ukrainian Evangelical 
Baptist Convention in the U.S.A. on Labor Day weekend in 
Levittown, Pa., elected a new president – the Rev. Roman 
Kapran, pastor of the Slavic Baptist Mission Church in 
Newark, Del. The Rev. Kapran had served as vice-president 
for domestic missions, and his previous post was filled by 
the Rev. Viktor Kuzmenko of Ukrainian Baptist Church of 
Chicago. The convention featured speakers from Lviv and 
Sacramento, Calif., as well as youth activities and concerts.

The Rev. Kapran sent a letter to pastors in his associa-
tion calling for prayers during services on October 28 and 
subsequent Sundays urging members to pray for churches 
and people undergoing religious persecution in the war 
zone in southeastern Ukraine. Especially in the occupied 
territories in eastern Ukraine, the local authorities have 
refused to register Evangelical Christian church communi-
ties, and this ban affects not only worship at the prayer 
houses, but also gatherings in private homes of believers 
who are threatened with fines and arrests. The new laws 
went into effect on October 15. The activities of the UOC-
KP have also been restricted, as the authorities do not 
view the UOC-KP as canonical; only the UOC-MP and the 
ROC have official approval of the occupation authorities.

Other news developments

St. Josaphat Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral on February 
11 celebrated the completion of its restoration project 
that included both exterior and interior work. The cele-
bration included a hierarchical divine liturgy and gala 
benefit luncheon. Celebrants included Metropolitan 
Lawrence of Winnipeg and Bishop David of Edmonton, 
who were joined by former and current priests of the 
cathedral. Metropolitan Lawrence recounted his child-
hood days at the cathedral, its role as a focal point for the 
community and its role as a spiritual home for the 
Edmonton Eparchy. The church community dates from 
1904 and the building underwent some renovation in 
1968 and again in the 1980s and 1990s, but the latest ren-
ovation work included major structural and architectural 
improvements meant to last at least another 50 years. The 
$2 million restoration project came under budget and met 

its five-year plan.
The Ukrainian Catholic Education Foundation (UCEF) 

board on February 17 welcomed Taras Szmagala Jr. as its 
new board chairman. Mr. Szmagala, who has extensive law 
and business experience in Ukraine and internationally, 
replaced Guy Camarata, the board’s previous long-time 
chairman. During the election meeting, the board recog-
nized former UCEF President John Kurrey and Mr. Camarata 
for their years of dedicated service to UCEF. The two outgo-
ing board members have been responsible for raising more 
than $8 million for the Ukrainian Catholic University.

The UOC-MP and its spiritual leaders were under 
investigation by Ukrainian authorities in April in the lead-
up to Easter according to the Julian calendar. The priests 
and bishops had known ties to pro-Russian elements in 
the war in the Donbas, including Igor Girkin, a Russian 
military intelligence officer who had commanded forces in 
the Donbas against Ukraine. Mr. Girkin and these UOC-MP 
priests and bishops are accused of obtaining shelter at 
UOC-MP properties. Ukrainian authorities had opened an 
investigation into these clergymen of the UOC-MP for 
their role in the war in the Donbas and Russia’s invasion 
of Crimea in 2014. The Kyiv Patriarchate spokesman, 
Archbishop Yevstratiy, said the investigation and similar 
ones are carefully conducted so as not to exacerbate ten-
sions between Orthodox faithful in Ukraine or to give 
Russia a pretext to escalate the situation in Ukraine.

Pope Francis accepted the resignation of Metropolitan-
Archbishop Stefan of the Ukrainian Catholic Church in the 
U.S.A., on April 16. Appointed as interim apostolic admin-
istrator until the election of a successor to head the 
Archeparchy of Philadlephia was Bishop Andriy, who had 
been appointed as auxiliary bishop of Philadelphia by 
Pope Francis in 2017. Archbishop Stefan decided to retire 
for medical reasons and had filed his decision with the 
Vatican, awaiting its approval by Pope Francis. Archbishop 
Stefan had served in his role at the Archeparchy of 
Philadelphia for 17 years, and previously served as a 
priest and bishop in Canada.  A Moleben to the Mother of 
God was celebrated on June 10 at the Ukrainian Catholic 
Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception in Philadelphia 
followed by a luncheon to bid the archbishop a happy 
retirement.

A memorial service marking the 25th anniversary of 
the death of Patriarch Mstyslav (1898-1993) was held on 
June 2 at Holy Resurrection Mausoleum Crypt of St. 
Andrew Memorial Church on the grounds of the 
Metropolia Center of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of 
the U.S.A. in South Bound Brook, N.J. The service was led 
by Metropolian Antony and Archbishop Daniel, and 
included an exhibit at the Ukrainian History and 
Education Center and a luncheon that featured a memori-
al presentation on the life of Patriarch Mstyslav.

A divine liturgy was celebrated on June 3 at the 
Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral of the Immaculate 
Conception in Philadelphia to mark the first anniversary 
of the death of Patriarch Lubomyr Husar, who died on 
May 31, 2017. The divine liturgy was celebrated by 
Archbishop-emeritus Stefan and clergy; the liturgy was 
followed by a requiem service.

Fourteen people joined the Sisters of St. Basil the Great 
Basilian Volunteer Program on May 27 through June 15 in 
Drohobych. Ivano-Frankivsk and Mukachiv, Ukraine. 
Volunteers from five different states worked with summer 
youth camps as well as various facilities, including psychi-
atric institutions and halfway houses. Volunteers com-
mented on the cultural exchange of meeting and learning 
from the local population, especially building vocabulary 
and creating long-lasting relationships and memories in 
Ukraine.

The Napa Institute, a leading organization of American 
Catholic leaders, highlighted the Ukrainian Catholic Church 
at its annual conference in Irvine, Calif., on July 12-14. 
Presentations were made by the Rev. Mark Morozovich, 
dean of theology at The Catholic University of America, 
Bishop Borys Gudziak, former rector of the Ukrainian 
Catholic University in Lviv, as well as two vice-rectors of 
UCU, Sophia Opatska and Myroslav Marynovych. 
Presentations focused on the work of the Ukrainian 
Catholic Church, and the recent developments since Russia 
annexed Crimea in 2014 and the Revolution of Dignity. 
Since these two major events in the history of Ukraine, the 
Ukrainian Catholic Church has been on the frontlines of 
these challenges. The conference was also a great opportu-
nity for Ukrainian Catholic Education Foundation repre-
sentatives to meet religious leaders and university presi-
dents from other Catholic colleges, with hopes of develop-
ing new partnerships and student exchange programs 
between UCU and many of these institutions. 

Metropolitan Lawrence, archbishop of Winnipeg, and 
Bishop David, eparch of Edmonton, presided over the 
transformation on October 13 of the former Basilian 
House of Studies in Edmonton to the newly relocated Holy 
Spirit Ukrainian Catholic Seminary. The building includes 
a chapel, library and study rooms, a kitchen and dining 
facilities and rooms for the seminarians and staff. 
Following divine liturgy, the new premises were blessed 
by the hierarchs and the Rev. Andrew T. Onuferko.

The Weekly’s editorial of November 11 underscored 
the need to highlight the plight of religious persecution in 
the occupied territories of eastern Ukraine. The situation 
in Crimea is more worrisome, as UOC-KP has experienced 
harassment and restrictions on registering with the local 
authorities as a religious organization. Archbishop 
Klyment of Symferopol (UOC-KP) said there could be 
more severe actions against the UOC-KP in Crimea after 
the adoption of the Tomos of autocephaly. The U.S. State 
Department, in its May 29 report, noted Russia’s tactics 
against minority religious groups, and said local authori-
ties seize property and use them as military facilities. 
Crimea’s Muslim Tatars have experienced abductions, 
forced psychiatric hospitalizations, imprisonment and 
detentions.

St. Mary Ukrainian Catholic Church in Carteret, N.J., was 
destroyed by a three-alarm fire on November 27. The 
64-year-old church caught on fire around 10:30 p.m. No 
one was injured as a result of the fire that brought 60-70 
firefighters from the area fire companies to battle the 
blaze. Donations were being collected to rebuild the 
church.

 2018: THE YEAR IN REVIEW

Metropolitan Epifaniy (center), primate of the Orthodox Church of Ukraine, is joined by President Petro 
Poroshenko and Metropolitan Emmanuel of France after his election as head of the new Church following the 

Unification Synod on December 15 at St. Sophia Cathedral in Kyiv.

Presidential Administration of Ukraine
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Quinquennial. How often do you see that word? 
Well, the quinquennial Ukrainian World Congress 
took place on November 24-27, with 248 dele-

gates representing 26 countries participating in its delib-
erations, as well as events marking the 85th anniversary 
of the Holodomor. The congress focused on the theme of 
strengthening Ukrainian statehood in the wake of the 
threat posed by the actions of the Russian Federation for 
Ukraine and the entire world. 

Elected to lead the worldwide body for the next four 
years (the term of office was changed from five to four 
years; therefore, congresses will now be quadrennial) 
were: President Paul Grod, First Vice-President Stefan 
Romaniw, Second Vice-President Anna Kisil, Third Vice-
President Andriy Futey, as well as a board of directors and 
an advisory committee of the UWC.

The key topics discussed by the delegates to the XI 
UWC included: international support for Ukraine in the 
areas of economic development, defense, reforms and 
humanitarian aid; the role of the diaspora in furthering 
the positive image of Ukraine and Ukrainians in the world; 
furthering the consolidation of the global Ukrainian com-
munity; expanding the UWC network of organizations; 
and strengthening the influence of Ukrainian communi-
ties in addressing issues of importance to Ukraine on the 
international level. 

During his address at a press briefing after the con-
gress, Mr. Grod elaborated upon his vision of the role of 
the diaspora in the life of Ukraine and the fundamental 
priorities of the newly elected leadership of the Ukrainian 
World Congress. His main message was the following:

• The global Ukrainian community is one of the most 
powerful diasporas in the world and is capable of further-
ing the issues of importance to Ukraine on the highest lev-
els as a result of well-coordinated activity.

• The diaspora must have strong communities that will 
serve as the moral backbone for Ukraine and fight for the 
sovereignty of the Ukrainian state regardless of the make-
up of the Ukrainian government. 

• The development of strong institutions must become 
one of the priorities of the UWC. The establishment of 
Ukrainian schools, churches, cultural centers, trade and 
professional representations will help to prevent the loss 
of millions of Ukrainians outside Ukraine to assimilation.

• The 60 million Ukrainians throughout the world 
today are closer than ever before. Understanding unity, 
which is not limited by state borders, is the foundation of 
the modern Ukrainian identity.

The UWC is the international coordinating body for 
Ukrainian communities in the diaspora representing the 
interests of over 20 million Ukrainians. The UWC has a 
network of member organizations and ties with 
Ukrainians in 57 countries. The UWC’s new president is 
an active leader of the Ukrainian community in Canada. 
For 10 years Mr. Grod had been president of the Ukrainian 
Canadian Congress, an organization that coordinates the 
work and represents the interests of one of the largest 
ethnocultural communities in Canada. 

The program of the XI Ukrainian World Congress began 
on November 24, Holodomor Memorial Day. Delegates 
along with the state leadership of Ukraine participated in 
the International Forum “Ukraine Remembers – The 
World Acknowledges” at the National Cultural-Art 
Museum Complex Mystetskyi Arsenal, and lit candles of 

remembrance at the National Museum Holodomor 
Victims Memorial. 

Prior to the XI Ukrainian World Congress, the previous 
president of the UWC visited many countries around the 
globe where important international entities are located 
and where Ukrainian diaspora communities exist. We 
tried hard to keep up with Eugene Czolij’s travels during 
2018, as they offered a snapshot of the numerous places 
worldwide where Ukrainians are active. 

Mr. Czolij started off the year with stops in late January 
and early February at the Parliamentary Assembly of the 
Council of Europe (PACE) in Strasbourg, France; the World 
Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland; Italy, Belgium and 
Turkey. At PACE, the UWC president highlighted the plight 
of Ukraine’s internally displaced persons – a result of 
Russia’s war on Ukraine – and underscored the impor-
tance of continued action to counter Russian aggression, 
which continues to pose a serious threat for the territorial 
integrity of Ukraine, as well as peace and stability in the 
world. In Rome, he met with Pope Francis at St. Sophia 
Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Cathedral; and in Istanbul, with 
Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew. In Brussels, he met 
with high-ranking officials of the European Union, NATO 
and Belgium, and co-chaired and addressed an event at 
the European Parliament titled “Human Costs of Russian 
aggression in Ukraine.”

On March 20, Mr. Czolij was in Washington, where he 
participated in a panel discussion at the Atlantic Council 
on the topic “Kremlin Aggression in Ukraine: The Price 
Tag.” In July he was in Berlin, where he raised Ukrainian 
issues during speaking engagements at side events held in 
the Bundestag within the framework of the 27th session 
of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Organization for 
Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE). He also met 
with high-ranking German officials, members of national 
delegations to the Parliamentary Assembly of the OSCE, 
and diplomats.

A notable development came on August 28, when the 
UWC obtained participatory status as an international 
nongovernmental organization (INGO) with the Council of 
Europe. INGOs with participatory status form the 
Conference of INGOs, which represents civil society at the 
Council of Europe and works to promote participatory 
democracy. In addition to holding two annual sessions, it 
organizes events linked to the priorities of the Council of 
Europe. Since 2003, the UWC has been recognized by the 
United Nations Economic and Social Council as a non-gov-
ernmental organization with special consultative status. 

Mr. Czolij visited Ukrainian communities in Austria, 
Slovakia, the United Arab Emirates, Serbia, Azerbaijan, 
Turkey, Cyprus, Greece, Portugal, Lithuania, Malta, Poland, 
Romania, Luxembourg, Israel, Germany, the Republic of 
South Africa, Tunisia, Egypt, Great Britain, Kazakhstan, 
Kyrgyzstan and Montenegro – some of them more than 
once. On November 18, he visited Copenhagen, where he 
participated in the founding meeting of the Ukrainian 
national central representation called the Association of 
Ukrainians in Denmark.

The overall goal of the numerous visits by Mr. Czolij 
was to promote Ukrainian issues with the governing 
authorities of the countries where Ukrainians reside and 
to strengthen cooperation with Ukrainian communities. 

He also made a few visits to Ukraine, where he met 
with hierarchs of Ukrainian Churches, the president, the 
chairman of the Verkhovna Rada, the prime minister and 
other top officials, as well as representatives of the inter-
national community and civil society. 

On August 23-28, a delegation of the UWC leadership – 
comprising Stefan Romaniw, UWC secretary general, chair 
of the UWC Holodomor Coordinating Committee and 
president of the Australian Federation of Ukrainian 
Organizations; and UWC Vice-Presidents Paul Grod, chair 
of the UWC Committee in Support of Ukraine and presi-
dent of the Ukrainian Canadian Congress, and Andrew 
Futey, president of the Ukrainian Congress Committee of 
America; together with the director of the UWC Mission to 
Ukraine, Serhiy Kasyanchuk – participated in state events 
marking the anniversary of Ukraine’s independence and 
in official meetings with representatives of the governing 
authorities and civil society of Ukraine.

Throughout the year, the worldwide Ukrainian commu-
nity worked in concert throughout the year. 

On September 1, the Ukrainian World Congress, togeth-
er with its partners, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 
Ukraine, the Ukrainian Institute of National Remembrance 
and the Holodomor Victims Memorial National Museum, 
launched the international action “Light a candle of 
remembrance!” to mark the 85th anniversary of the geno-
cide of the Ukrainian people, the Holodomor of 1932-
1933. Over 85 days, a candle was lit daily in a different 
part of the world, uniting Ukrainians and friends of 
Ukraine in remembrance of the innocent victims of the 
genocidal policy of the Stalin regime, while raising aware-
ness of the issues of human rights, respect and tolerance. 

The remembrance flame began its journey across five 
continents in Kyiv, at the Holodomor Victims Memorial 
National Museum, and concluded on November 24 in con-
junction with the Ukrainian national commemoration of 
the 85th anniversary of the Holodomor in the Ukrainian 
capital. Among the countries where candles of remem-
brance were lit: Portugal, Nigeria, Paraguay, Kuwait, 
Singapore, Indonesia, Chile, Latvia, Croatia and Pakistan. 
Readers could follow the worldwide journey of the candle 
of remembrance online at https://holodomor85.com/.

Since 2018 marked the 100th anniversary of Ukrainian 
statehood, Ukrainians around the globe celebrated that 
historic anniversary with a variety of events. On January 
22, the Ukrainian World Congress released a statement 
that noted in part: “January 22, 1918, the first Ukrainian 
Parliament, Ukrainska Tsentralna Rada, proclaimed with 
its Fourth Universal an independent Ukrainian People’s 
[National] Republic. Exactly one year later, on January 22, 
1919, the Unification Act joined the Ukrainian People’s 
Republic and the Western Ukrainian People’s [National] 
Republic into one consolidated independent state. The 
events of January 22, 1918 and 1919, were not isolated 
moments in history but the culmination of a centuries-old 
struggle of the Ukrainian people for self-determination 
and freedom. Although independence was short-lived, the 
struggle and foreign occupation and repressions contin-
ued until August 24, 1991, when Ukraine renewed its 
independence.” The statement added: “Sadly, the 
Ukrainian people are still forced to defend the territorial 
integrity of Ukraine from a foreign aggressor that refuses 
to recognize Ukraine’s statehood.” UWC president Czolij 
commented: “As we mark 100 years of Ukrainian state-
hood, may the lessons of history renew our strength, 
resolve and faith in the ultimate victory, including the de-
occupation of Crimea and the Donbas.” 

Likewise, the statement of the Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress pointed out: “The declaration of modern 
Ukrainian statehood 100 years ago continued a thousand- 
year history of Ukrainian state building, from the ancient 
state of Kyiv Rus’ to the Kozak Sich to the Fourth 

The Ukrainian diaspora:
new leadership elected

 2018: THE YEAR IN REVIEW

The new leadership of the Ukrainian World Congress, 
(from left) Third Vice-President Andriy Futey, First 
Vice-President Stefan Romaniw, President Paul Grod 
and Second Vice-President Anna Kisil, at a press brief-

ing in Kyiv on November 28.

Delegates from 26 countries in Kyiv for the XI Ukrainian World Congress, which took place on November 24-27.
UWC

UWC
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Universal. Ukraine’s national liberation movement contin-
ued throughout the 20th century. The long-held dream of 
renewed Ukrainian statehood was finally achieved in 
1991. In courageous resistance to foreign despotism, mil-
lions of lives were lost in the struggle of the Ukrainian 
people to exercise their inalienable right to live in liberty 
and choose their own common destiny. Today we honor 
the sacrifice and contribution of generations of Ukrainian 
patriots to the sacred cause of freedom.” 

Both the UWC and the UCC statements were published 
on the pages of The Weekly.

On May 18, the UWC and the UCC both remembered 
the Genocide of the Crimean Tatar people in statements 
published on our pages. On that day in 1944, the UWC 
noted, “on the order of Soviet dictator Joseph Stalin, hun-
dreds of thousands of Crimean Tatars were deported from 
the Crimean peninsula of Ukraine to various regions of the 
Soviet Union, with close to half perishing either during the 
journey or within a year of being exiled. In 2015, the 
Parliament of Ukraine declared May 18 as the annual Day 
of Remembrance of the Victims of the Genocide of the 
Crimean Tatar people.” The world body further pointed 
out that “The Crimean Tatars had lived peacefully on the 
peninsula since their return in 1987 until the illegal occu-
pation of Crimea by Russian forces in February 2014. In 
2018, history is being repeated as the Crimean Tatar peo-
ple continue to face persecution, and the curtailment of 
human rights and fundamental freedoms by the Russian 
occupying forces. In 2017 alone, among activists who 
openly oppose the peninsula’s occupation by the Russian 
Federation, the Crimean Tatar Resource Center document-
ed four deaths, 16 new political prisoners, 16 disappear-
ances, 286 detainees, 340 interrogations, 62 searches, 46 
arrests and 104 fines.” 

The statement underscored that the UWC continues to 
highlight the plight of the Crimean Tatars in occupied 
Crimea, calling for the deployment of a monitoring mis-
sion of the Organization for Security and Cooperation in 
Europe to Crimea to reduce the number of human rights 
violations and to prevent the isolation of the peninsula’s 
residents from the West. A statement from the UCCA indi-
cated that the U.S. body was joining the UWC and the gov-
ernment of Ukraine in commemorating “the 74th solemn 
anniversary of one of the most tragic pages in the history 
of the Crimean Tatar people.”

After the November 25 attack by Russian warships on 
Ukrainian naval vessels moving from the Kerch Strait to 
the Black Sea, the Ukrainian World Congress, the 
Australian Federation of Ukrainian Organizations, the 
Ukrainian Canadian Congress and the Ukrainian Congress 
Committee of America all spoke out against this premedi-
tated and deliberate act of aggression against Ukraine by 
Russia and called for the immediate release of the service 
members taken captive by Russian forces.

The Ukrainian diaspora leadership also worked with 
other diaspora organizations. On October 22 in Berlin, in 
the Embassy of Ukraine in Germany, UWC President Czolij 
and Lithuanian World Community President Dalia Henke 
signed a memorandum of cooperation between their 
organizations. With this memorandum, the two highest 
coordinating bodies of the Ukrainian and Lithuanian dias-
poras – the Ukrainian World Congress and the Lithuanian 
World Community – acknowledged that the parties wish 
to establish and develop mutual links and cooperation 
between themselves on issues of mutual interest for 
Ukrainians and Lithuanians worldwide and in support of 
democratic developments in Ukraine and Lithuania. 

In the realm of education, the International Educational 
Coordinating Council (IECC) of the Ukrainian World 
Congress held the Summer Institute 2018 for Ukrainian 
educators on July 3-14 in Lviv. An integral part of the 
Institute for the Professional Development of Teachers 
(IPDT), the program was created within the IECC in 1992. 
The aim of the IPDT is to disseminate among Ukrainian 
educators contemporary teaching methods and principles 
of democratic school leadership; to assist in the develop-
ment of skills necessary to work during periods of transi-
tion, change and information warfare; and to develop life-
long learning skills. The Summer Institute is coordinated by 
its chair, Oksana Wynnyckyj-Yusypovych, who is also a com-
munity advisor to the minister of education and science of 
Ukraine; the director of IPDT-IECC is the former chair of the 
IECC, Nadia Luciw. Ms. Wynnyckyj-Yusypovych under-
scored: “Today, as the new National Learning Standards are 
being developed and fundamental change is being imple-
mented in Ukraine’s educational sphere, the revival of the 
Institute for Professional Development of Teachers and the 
Summer Institute tradition is very timely.”

A month later, on August 17-22, first World Forum for 
Ukrainian Saturday and Sunday Schools took place at Lviv 
Polytechnic National University. Held under the patronage 
of Maryna Poroshenko, first lady of Ukraine and chair of 
the Council of the Petro Poroshenko Charitable Fund and 
the Ukrainian Cultural Fund, the forum was co-organized 
by the IECC. Realized within the framework of the 
Memorandum of Cooperation between the Ukrainian 
World Congress and the International Institute for 
Education, Culture and Diaspora Relations of Lviv 
Polytechnic National University, the forum continued a 
tradition that began over 50 years ago of convening teach-
ers and educators of the diaspora to share knowledge and 
successes, and to discuss the challenges of teaching the 
Ukrainian language outside Ukraine. 

During the one-day fifth International Conference on 
“The Ukrainian Language in the World,” held within the 
framework of the Ukrainian schools forum, the chair of 
the IECC, Dr. Wynnyckyj-Yusypovych, delivered a keynote 
address on the topic “Teaching Ukrainian within State-
Mandated Educational Standards and Curriculum 

Guidelines: A Call to Action.” She addressed the need to 
ensure a continuous development of Ukrainian language 
competency by complying with the language policies of 
the states where Ukrainian heritage language speakers 
live around the world. 

Other highlights of 2018 in diaspora news included the 
fourth conference of the Ukrainian Journalists of North 
America held at Soyuzivka Heritage Center on June 15-17. 
Its focus was on a theme driven by today’s headlines: 
“How to Fight Fake News.” Topics discussed included 
Russian disinformation, political assassinations and 
Moscow’s behind-the-scenes machinations, as well as the 
status of Ukraine’s news media and the state of the 
Ukrainian language. Members of this professional organi-
zation include journalists working in the print and broad-
cast media, as well as free-lancers. Participating in the 
2018 conference were journalists and related profession-
als from Toronto, Mississauga, Oshawa and London, 
Ontario; Edmonton, Alberta; Montreal; Sidney, British 
Columbia; Washington; Morristown, N.J.; Sherman Oaks, 
Calif.; and Kyiv. Jurij Klufas was re-elected to lead the UJNA 
as president. Also elected were: Andrew Nynka, vice-pres-
ident, eastern U.S.; Walter Kish, vice-president, eastern 
Canada; Peter Borisow, vice-president, western U.S.; 
Marco Levytsky, vice-president, western Canada; Michael 
Bociurkiw, vice-president, international relations; 
Oleksander Kharchenko, secretary/treasurer; and Roma 
Hadzewycz, immediate past president.

Also noteworthy was the 50th anniversary of Plast 
Ukrainian Scouting Organization’s leadership training 
camp for young women, “Shkola Bulavnykh.” First orga-
nized in 1968 in Canada, the training camp for Plast coun-
selors was moved the next year to the United States; it has 
been held in the Hunter, N.Y., area for many years. Since 
1993, Shkola Bulavnykh has also been organized in 
Ukraine. To commemorate its golden jubilee, during the 
summer of 2018 Shkola Bulavnykh held a reunion of sorts: 
a camp led by many former campers and also an alumni 
camp for past attendees, no matter their age. In addition, 
there was a banquet on June 30 on the grounds of St. John 
the Baptist Ukrainian Catholic Church in Lexington, N.Y., 
followed by a campfire on private property nearby.

 2018: THE YEAR IN REVIEW

Participants of the first World Forum for Ukrainian Saturday and Sunday Schools held in Lviv on August 17-22.

Candles of remembrance marking the 85th anniversary of the genocidal Holodomor of 1932-1933 are 
lit in Portugal on October 6.

Ukrainian World Congress President Eugene Czolij with the newly estab-
lished Association of Ukrainians in Denmark during its founding meeting on 

November 18 in Copenhagen.

UWC

UWC
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St. Sophia 
seminarians release 
Christmas CD

PARSIPPANY, N.J. – The St. Sophia 
Ukrainian Orthodox Theological Seminary 
has released a Christmas CD, “Seminary 
Christmas: Christmas Carols.” It features 
10 tracks, with nine in Ukrainian (“Dobryi 
Vechir Tobi,” “Vstavay, Vstavay Hospodaryu,” 
“V Vyflyiemi Novyna,” “Chuty dzvinok,” 
“Nova Radist Stala,” “Try Slavniy Tsari,” 
“Dobriy Vechir Vsim Vam,” “Oy Vysoko Nad 
Poliamy,” and “A Na Tomu Slovi Buvaite 
Zdorovi,”) and one English (“Heaven and 
Earth”). 

The recording – featuring nine seminar-
ians’ voices – was made with the blessings 
of Metropolitan Antony and Archbishop 
Daniel, hierarchs of the Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church of the U.S.A. 

The recording was one of a series of 
projects the seminarians, who recently 
formed a seminary-based chapter of the 
Ukrainian Orthodox League, aim to com-
plete. The CD sale will raise funds for the 
seminary and its UOL chapter projects.

Other announced endeavors include the 
annual “Souper” Bowl Sunday fund-raiser 
on February 3 to benefit St. Andrew 
Society and a “Meet the Seminarians 
Picnic” to be held on May 4 at St. Sophia 
Theological Seminary during the St. 
Thomas Sunday weekend pilgrimage at the 
Metropolia Center of the UOC-U.S.A.

Readers can purchase a copy of the CD 
online at the St. Sophia Seminary store 
(www.uocofusa.org/stsophia.html/.) 
Additional information can be found at the 
St. Sophia Theological Seminary website, 
http://stuots.org/news_181217_1.html.
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Saturday, January 26, 2019
9:00 P.M.

To reserve your table & tickets,
contact Tania Zborowski 860-378-0293 or email ZPMalanka@gmail.com

Ra�  e/Food/Table Setups Alcohol will NOT be sold. BYOB

Sponsored by Zolotyj Promin Ukrainian Dance Ensemble
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sive application on case No. 55855/18 
[over the violation of rights of captured 
Ukrainian sailors] on January 7, Deputy 
Just ice  Minister  of  Ukraine and 
Commissioner for the European Court of 
Human Rights Ivan Lishchyna posted on 
Facebook. He added that the government of 
Ukraine had called on the ECHR to recog-
nize the fact that the rights of 24 Ukrainian 
sailors were violated during an illegal 
attack by the Russian Federation on 
Ukrainian ships, the Russian Federation’s 
wounding and capture of the sailors in the 
Kerch Strait on November 25, 2018, the 
illegal detention of the sailors in the peni-
tentiary facilities of the Russian Federation 
and criminal prosecution. The government 
of Ukraine says that Articles 2, 3, 5, 6 and 
38 of the European Convention on Human 
Rights were violated. As reported, on 
November 25, 2018, Russian border ships 
attacked three Ukrainian ships heading 
from the port of Odesa to the port of 
Mariupol. Russian special forces fired on 
and seized three Ukrainian ships in the 
Kerch Strait and 24 sailors aboard. In late 
December, three wounded sailors were 
delivered to the Matrosskaya Tishina 
remand prison. Another 21 sailors are cur-
rently held in Moscow’s Lefortovo remand 
prison. (Ukrinform)

Kyiv expects U.S., NATO assistance 

In 2019, Ukraine expects that NATO and 
the United States will provide assistance to 
it to strengthen its defense capabilities, 
Ukraine’s Ambassador to the U.S. Valeriy 
Chaly has said. “We expect further assis-
tance in strengthening our defense capabili-
ties. In addition, we expect the development 
of specific projects in such areas as energy 
and energy security,” he said in an interview 
with the “Chastime” program of the Voice of 
America that was shared on the Facebook 
page of the Ukrainian Embassy in the 
United States on January 3. Ambassador 
Chaly said Russia poses a threat not only to 
Ukraine but also to Europe and the United 
States. (Interfax Ukraine)

Pirates seize hostages off West Africa 

Pirates seized a cargo ship off the coast 
of the West African country of Benin, rob-
bing crew members and sailors and 
abducting six hostages before fleeing, 
Russia’s Interfax and marine news websites 
report. Interfax said on January 5 that the 
assault took place in the early hours of 
January 2 and that Russian diplomats were 
informed of the incident by Benin’s Navy. 
“As we’ve been told by the chief of staff of 
Benin’s Navy, a ship was seized overnight 
on January 1-2 near Benin’s territorial 
waters,” the Russian state-run TASS news 
agency quoted an official from Moscow’s 
Embassy in the African country as saying. 
“There were 26 people on board: two 
Georgians, four Ukrainians and 20 
Russians. Six people were kidnapped,” the 
official added. The Russian Embassy in 
Benin later said all six kidnapped sailors 
were Russian nationals, TASS reported. The 
ship is now in Nigerian territorial waters, 
TASS said. The Maritime Bulletin reported, 
without citing sources, that seven to nine 
pirates boarded the MSC Mandy cargo ship 
armed with AK-47 rifles and machetes. It 
said the ship was traveling from Lome, 
To g o ,  to  L a g o s  wh e n  a t t a c ke d . 
MarineTraffic.com lists the 37,000-ton ship 
as being Panama-flagged and says it was 
built in 1993. The website also reported the 
attack, citing Ambrey Intelligence, a marine 
security firm. (RFE/RL, based on reporting 
by Interfax, TASS and The Maritime 
Bulletin)

2 M benefited from visa-free regime

As many as 2 million Ukrainians have 
been able to benefit from a visa-free regime 
with the European Union, President Petro 
Poroshenko of Ukraine has said. “Two mil-
lion Ukrainians have already used a visa-
free regime with the EU! The visa-free 
regime does work!” Mr. Poroshenko wrote 
on his Facebook page on January 3. The 
Ukrainian president said Ukraine enjoys a 
visa-free regime with more than 100 coun-
tries. “At present, we have a visa-free 
regime with more than 100 countries. And 
we continue to open the world for Ukraine 
and Ukraine for the world,” Mr. Poroshenko 
said. (Interfax Ukraine)

(Continued from page 2)
NEWSBRIEFS

With deep sorrow we announce that 

George J. Cehelsky 
passed away on December 13, 2018. 

He is survived by:
daughters, Irene (Renya), Anya, Bohdanna and 

Stephanie; son-in-law, Chris; grandchildren, Stefan 
and wife Irene, Zachary, Dominic, Adrian, Olena; great grandsons, 
Terence and Damian.

Requiem Liturgy will take place on Saturday, January 19, at 10 am 
at St. Josaphat  Ukrainian Catholic Church in Bethlehem PA.  

Memorial contributions may be made to St. Josaphat Ukrainian 
Catholic Church, 1826 Kenmore Ave., Bethlehem, PA 18018.

Вічна Йому пам’ять!

Remembering our beloved husband, father and grandfather

Wolodymyr Hetmansky
on the 3rd anniversary of his falling asleep in the Lord 

on January 7, 2016. 
A Ukrainian patriot, veteran, community leader,

born February 9, 1923, Zboriv, Ternopilska Oblast.

With our eternal love,

wife     – Julia
daughter    – Catherine 
son     – Bohdan and wife Vanessa
grandchildren     – Andrea and husband Alec  
     – Catherine and husband Cory 
     – Julia

May his memory be eternal

Ecumenical Patriarchate permitted the ordi-
nation of the Metropolitan of Kyiv by the 
presiding Patriarch of Moscow, albeit never 
conceding its canonical jurisdiction to the 
Russian Patriarchate. After all, the inviolable 
condition of commemorating the name of 
the Ecumenical Patriarchate in the sacred 
services and the divine liturgy demonstrates 
the perpetual canonical dependence of the 
Metropolis of Kyiv from its Mother Church of 
Constantinople. However, as witnessed by 
archival sources and events, both past and 
more recent, not even the Kyivan people 
ever accepted that it constitutes part of the 
Church of Moscow, actually on occasion rais-
ing vehement objection to this. Already from 
the year 1325, when the see of the 

Metropolis of Kyiv finally was transferred 
permanently to Moscow, the faithful people 
of Kyiv desired its ecclesiastical indepen-
dence – a desire that with the passing of 
centuries was rendered “a powerful and 
unbearable desire of the soul.” This is also 
why the historical first Constitution of 
Ukraine, composed in the year of the Lord 
1710, envisioned that “the Orthodox Church 
in Ukraine should remain under the most 
holy Apostolic Throne of Constantinople.”

Along with all this irrefutable and 
unwavering historical evidence, we have of 
course taken into consideration the period-
ical requests for the bestowal of autocepha-
ly both on the part of the hierarchy and on 
the part of the state. Moreover, we have 
deemed especially significant the requests 
of Your Beatitude, representing the hier-
archs, clergy and pious people of the 
recently convened Unification Synod 

(Continued from page 1)

Ecumenical...

TO ALL MEMBERS OF UNA BRANCH 253

As of January 2, 2019 the secretary’s duties of Branch 253, were 
assumed by Halyna Koval.

We ask all members of this Branch to direct all correspondence 
regarding membership and insurance to the address listed below:

Mrs. Halyna Koval 
36 Sterling Dr.
Easthampton, MA 01027 

413-320-1369 

kovalh@yahoo.com

(Sobor), as well as of His Excellency Mr. 
Petro Poroshenko, president of the 
Ukrainian republic. Thus, having come 
together in the Holy Spirit, we reached the 
synodal decision to grant the ecclesiastical 
status of autocephaly to the blessed land of 
Ukraine.

Your Beatitude,
Today, a new page opens in the history of 

Ukraine. The Church of Constantinople, 
which in similar manner bestowed the 
ecclesiastical status of autocephaly to all the 
newly founded local Churches, today like-
wise presents to your hands, through the 
grace of Christ who appeared on earth, the 
Tomos of autocephaly for your Church. The 
all-merciful God has reserved this sublime 
honor to You, “God has chosen you, entrust-
ed you, not by human election… Do not 
blaspheme or shame the election of God,” as 
St. John Chrysostom asserts.

Today, officially and canonically, you 
become the 15th Church in the blessed 
choir of autocephalous Churches. We 
entreat and exhort you to strive for unity 
and peace, first and foremost on a local level 
with your brother hierarchs in Ukraine; and 
not only with them, but also with those 
brother hierarchs who still remain under 
the omophorion of His Beatitude our broth-
er Patriarch of Moscow, in order that, 
through your inspired presence and pru-
dent administrative service, you may help 
them understand that Ukraine deserves a 
united Church body. Create the presupposi-
tions for reconciliation. Work only on the 
basis of ecclesiological criteria. Administer 

with love, humility and self-sacrifice. The 
future belongs to you.

Finally, never forget this benevolence of 
the Mother Church, which commenced 
from the time of the baptism of your pious 
people and is today sealed with the bestow-
al of ecclesiastical administrative indepen-
dence. The history of the Orthodox Church 
is a history of redemption and salvation. 
Aware of this, our Holy Great Church of 
Christ is today acting without any self-
interest, but only for the unity of the 
Ukrainian people and the salvation of its 
faithful. Therefore, follow this way of 
redemption and salvation; and regard the 
Tomos of autocephaly, which You receive 
today, not as a symbol of power but as a 
testimony of love and sacrificial mind, so 
that you may offer salvation and Christ to 
your flock in Ukraine. Make good use of the 
privileges contained in this Tomos, treating 
them as elements of crucified love and not 
as premises for the establishment of an 
authoritarian Church.

As for us, from this venerable Orthodox 
center, we shall affectionately follow your 
steps and always extend a supportive hand, 
whenever you so desire. We also look for-
ward to our positive and excellent collabo-
ration for the glory of God and the salvation 
of our faithful.

Be strong and be well, then, Your 
Beatitude and dear brother, and serve as 
first hierarch for the sake of righteousness, 
truth and meekness. May the grace of 
Christ who appeared on earth be with you 
and with our Holy Churches. Amen.
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Celebrating the 70th Anniversary,

the Ukrainian Engineers’ Society of America, Philadelphia Chapter
cordially invites everyone to attend the traditional

Banquet and Ball with Presentation of Debutantes
Saturday, February 2, 2019

Grand Ballroom, � e Bellevue Hotel
200 South Broad Street, Philadelphia, PA 19102

• Cocktails at 6 pm
• Presentation of Debutantes 
   and Banquet at 7 pm
• Ball at 9 pm

Music by the Hrim Orchestra
Attire Black Tie

For additional information or to make reservations please call Peter Hewka or Orysia Hewka at 610-277-1284, or email to hewka@verizon.net

Roma LonkevychMarianna Klingensmith Marianna Lechman

Juliette Louer

Ksenia HulayevMaria HerenNatalie Buck

Annette Luba Cadence McStowe Anastasiya Stolyarchuk Ksenia Tymchenko
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New icon tells story of St. Nicholas and coal miners of Pennsylvania
by Nickolas C. Kotow

CARNEGIE, Pa. – A new icon, “St. 
Nicholas Day Pass Over 1907,” of St. 
Nicholas the Wonderworker was presented 
by Michael and Marijka (née Borszcz) Jula 
in memory of their daughter, Tatyana 
Helena Jula, and unveiled on Sunday, 
December 2, 2018, at Holy Trinity 
Ukrainian Catholic Church in Carnegie, Pa.

Ms. Jula unexpectedly passed away in 
2014 after suffering a brain hemorrhage at 
age 37. The icon was written by iconographer 
Michael Kapeluck, proprietor of Archangel 
Icons in Carnegie and an art teacher of 
Tatyana. The icon was presented on the 
111th anniversary of the Monongah Mine 
(Marion County, near Fairmont, W.Va.) and 
the Darr Mine (Van Meter, near Smithton, Pa.) 
disasters of December 1907.

On December 6, 1907, the feast day of St. 
Nicholas, miners of the Eastern Catholic 
and Orthodox faith, along with miners of 
German and Dutch ancestry, attended litur-
gy at a Roman Catholic church that 
observed the Gregorian calendar, since 
there were no nearby Eastern Catholic or 
Orthodox churches. They were spared of 
the explosion in the Monongah Mine, which 
killed 362 miners – the worst coal mine 
disaster in the history of the United States. 

Significantly, on December 19, 1907, 
other miners at the Darr Mine decided to 
keep the St. Nicholas feast day (according 
to the Julian Calendar) despite the loss of a 
day’s pay for not working and threats of fir-
ing by the mine boss. A couple of hundred 
miners were attending church services cel-
ebrated by a circuit-riding Greek-Catholic 
priest from Leisenring, Pa., at Jacobs Creek 
School when at 11:30 a.m. there was a tre-
mendous earthshaking explosion. Officially, 
239 men and boys perished in the mine, 
which was the worst mine disaster in 
Pennsylvania history. 

A few years afterwards, St. Nicholas 
American Carpatho-Russian Orthodox 
Church in Jacobs Creek and St. Nicholas 
Byzantine Catholic Church in Perryopolis, 
were founded and named in thanksgiving 

to St. Nicholas. Interestingly, Barbara (nee 
Pantalo) Spak, wife of Father Deacon 
Myron J. Spak, who serves at Holy Trinity 
Church in Carnegie, grew up attending St. 
Nicholas Church in Perryopolis.

Estimates of those passed over thanks to 
attendance at services are at least 60 at the 
Monongah Mine and 200 or more at the 
Darr Mine. The lack of definitive records of 
miners (such as undocumented child labor-

ers helping parents) have resulted in vary-
ing numbers of those saved by the interces-
sion of St. Nicholas, but it cannot be denied 
that many were so passed over.

In 2007, a centennial service in memory 
of the deceased Darr miners was concele-
brated by Metropolitan Nicholas of the 
American Carpatho-Russian Church and 
Metropolitan Basil of the Byzantine Catholic 
Church at St. Nicholas Orthodox Church in 
Jacobs Creek. The icon, “Miracle of St. 
Nicholas at Darr Mine” written by iconogra-
pher Philip Zimmerman was presented. 

An earlier icon, “The Funeral of St. 
Nicholas and the Saving of the Miners” is 
located in the St. Nicholas of Myra Chapel 
close by the offices of the Greek Catholic 
Union in Beaver, Pa. 

Although the three icons mentioned 
above have a similar theme, each was writ-
ten by iconographers under the influence 
of the Holy Spirit, and highlights a different 
perspective in iconic interpretation.

The Rev. Jason Charron, pastor of Holy 
Trinity, in his homily asked the children and 
youth to come forward to view the new icon. 
He taught them, and all others present, that 
the saints in Heaven look after the faithful at 
all times. He asked the young parishioners 
whether they would obey God (as by observ-
ing the Sabbath command) or the commands 
of men. They all responded, “God.”

The new icon, which brings home the 
history of coal mining in the Carnegie area, 
is on display during this Christmas season 
and will be on the church’s wall thereafter. 
Those wishing to see it may attend Divine 
Liturgies on Saturday at 4 p.m. or on 
Sundays at 8:30 a.m. (Ukrainian) and 11 
a.m. (English) at Holy Trinity Ukrainian 
Catholic Church, 730 Washington Ave., 
Carnegie, PA 15106, or call 412-279-4652 
to arrange for a viewing. 

Author’s note: This article is based on 
extensive research by Michael Jula and 
Internet sources. See especially http://
zubackfamily.blogspot.com/2009/04/darr-
mine-disaster-article.html?m=1 by Christina 
Duranko, and http://www.stnicholascenter.
org/pages/modern=miracle/#i_655. 

The icon “St. Nicholas Day Pass Over 1907,” which was presented at Holy Trinity 
Ukrainian Catholic Church in Carnegie, Pa.

The Tomos of autocephaly that bestowed autocephaly on the 
Orthodox Church of Ukraine is on display in Kyiv’s 11th-century 

St. Sophia Cathedral on January 7.

last, God has bestowed the Orthodox Church of 
Ukraine upon us.”

The Tomos was taken back to the Turkish capital, 
where members of the Ecumenical Patriarchate 
Council signed the certificate on January 9, accord-
ing to a report by national Ukrainian television 
broadcaster TSN. 

Kremlin opposition

Russia has treated Ukraine’s pursuit of ecclesiasti-
cal independence as a matter of survival. After 
Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew confirmed on 
October 11, 2018, that he would move forward with 
officially recognizing a national Ukrainian Church, 
President Vladimir Putin called a Security Council 
meeting the following day. In a move that harked 
back to his justification for invading Ukraine’s 
Crimean peninsula in February 2014, he promised 
to protect believers of the Orthodox faith inside the 
country. His longtime foreign affairs minister, Sergei 
Lavrov, called the affirmation of Church indepen-
dence a “provocation.” Meanwhile a council of the 
Russian Church – known as a Synod – that same day 
said it was severing relations with the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate whose leader is known as the “first 
among equals.” 

The Russian Orthodox Church, to which the only 
canonically recognized Ukrainian Orthodox Church 
was subordinated for at least three centuries, has 
since called the granting of the Tomos “uncanonical” 
and “unlawful.”

At least 40 Moscow Patriarchate parishes in 

Ukraine have so far switched over to the newly cre-
ated Orthodox Church of Ukraine (OCU), Verkhovna 
Rada Chairman Andriy Parubiy told journalists in 
Istanbul. 

Ukraine’s Parliament on December 20, 2018, 
approved a law that forces the Ukrainian Orthodox 
Church – Moscow Patriarchate (UOC-MP) to change 
its name to one that reveals its affiliation with the 
Moscow-based Russian Orthodox Church.. 

“According to the new law, any Ukrainian branch of 
a religious organization with a center in a state legally 
recognized by Ukrainian law as an aggressor must 
indicate its origins in its name,” the Kyiv Post reported. 

Mr. Poroshenko said the new law would make it 
easier for Orthodox believers to make a choice 
between the new Church and the Russian-affiliated 
one. “It is easier to make a choice when all things are 
called by their names,” RFE/RL quoted him as saying.

UOC-MP spokesman Archbishop Klyment subse-
quently told the Hromadske news outlet that he saw 
no grounds for the name change, maintaining that the 
Church is based in Ukraine and autonomous from 
Moscow. 

The statutes of the Moscow-controlled Church 
become void if it doesn’t register a name change 
with the Culture Ministry within four months after 
the law comes into force. 

Canonical conviction

Since Ukraine re-gained its independence in 1991 
amid the USSR’s implosion, every president – with 
the exception of Viktor Yanukovych – has sought 
canonical recognition from the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate of Constantinople. 

(Continued from page 1)

Orthodox Church...

(Continued on page 19)

Andriy Kravchenko
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Last year, the leader of Orthodox faithful worldwide 
commissioned a study to review how Kyiv lost canonical 
jurisdiction and how the see of the Metropolis of Kyiv was 
annexed by Moscow over the centuries. The review came 
after Ukraine’s government and clergy of the unrecognized 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church – Kyiv Patriarchate and 
Ukrainian Autocephalous Orthodox Church petitioned the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate. 

Citing the findings of the study again on January 5 after 
signing the Tomos, Patriarch Bartholomew concluded that 

Constantinople remained Kyiv’s Mother 
Church and that ecclesiastical rights over 
Kyiv were unjustifiably transferred to 
Moscow. 

“Now, however, the number of Russian 
Orthodox faithful will seriously decline 
because of the establishment of the OCU,” 
said George Weigel, senior fellow of the 
Ethics and Public Policy Center, in a 
December 18, 2018, essay for National 
Review. “And with Ecumenical Patriarch 
Bartholomew having shown both nerve and 
skill in guiding the creation of the OCU from 
a distance, his authority within those parts of 
world Orthodoxy not under Moscow’s 
thumb (or on its payroll) will be enhanced.”

Byzantine politics

Intrigue and powerplay were also evident 
in Istanbul. The Ukrainian clerics received a 
medallion of St. Mary and the baby Jesus 
from Patriarch Bartholomew that was made 
on the occasion of the Pan-Orthodox Council 
that took place on June 19-26, 2016, in Crete 
– Greece’s largest island. 

The topic of Ukraine being granted auto-
cephaly was supposed to be discussed dur-
ing the council. However, the members of the Russian, 
Antiochan, Georgian and Bulgarian Churches refused to 
attend. 

“And now even in such a small detail, God’s righteousness 
appeared, for ‘many are called but few chosen,’ ” said 
Ukrainian delegation member Archbishop Yevstratiy in a 
Facebook post while publishing pictures of both sides of the 
gold medallion. “Instead of those who repulsed their voca-
tion, the pleasure of fraternal unity is enjoyed by others.”

Miles to go

Aside from gaining legal recognition in-country and get-
ting parishes to join the unified Orthodox Church of 
Ukraine, the OCU awaits recognition from the 13 other 
autocephalous Churches: the Patriarchates of Alexandria, 
Antioch, Jerusalem, Moscow, Serbia, Romania, Bulgaria and 
Georgia, and the Churches of Cyprus, Greece, Poland, 

Albania, and the Czech Lands and Slovakia. 
Patriarch Bartholomew called on them to recognize the 

OCU in a January 4 letter. If “we choose to ignore our breth-
ren who are experiencing moments of agony in Ukraine, 
we will not have any justification [to give] on the Day of 
Judgment,” he said, according to Orthodoxia.info, a Greek-
based religious news website. 

Ukraine will also be limited in some actions, based on 
the actual Tomos. 

It states that the “Ecumenical Patriarchate must approve 
any changes” from its language, according to an analysis by 
former U.S. Ambassador to Ukraine John Herbst that was 
published on January 6 in a blog for Atlantic Council. “At 
least one part of the Tomos is something that the Ukrainian 
Church will want to change, since it states that the 
Ukrainian Church only has jurisdiction in Ukraine. This 
means that Ukrainian Orthodox parishes outside of 
Ukraine will be under the Ecumenical Patriarchate.” 

January 19 Malanka Masquerade Dance, with music by Zapovid, 
Buffalo, NY Dnipro Ukrainian Cultural Center, 716-316-1051 

January 19 Malanka dance celebration, Ukrainian American Youth
Jenkintown, PA Association, Ukrainian Educational and Cultural Center, 
 267-415-6580 or www.phillymalanka2019.eventbrite.com 

January 19 Malanka celebration, with music by the Fred Yasnowsky 
Carnegie, PA Orchestra, Ukrainian American Citizens’ Club, 412-429-1536

January 19 Malanka celebration, Ukrainian American Society of 
Irving, TX Texas, SLPS Conference and Banquet Center, 
 mail@uast.org or www.uast.org

January 25-27 Ukraine booth, The New York Times Travel Show,
New York U.S.-Ukraine Foundation, Jacob K. Javits Center,
 info@usukraine.org or 202-789-4467

January 26 Presentation of Debutantes, Plast Ukrainian Scouting 
Whippany, NJ Organization (Newark Branch), Hanover Marriott,
 plastnewarkdebball@gmail.com or 908-448-6389 

January 26 New Britain Malanka, with music by Zvook and Hrim,
New Britain, CT Zolotyj Promin Ukrainian Dance Ensemble, St. George’s 
 Hall, 860-378-0293 or ZPMalanka@gmail.com

January 26 Concert with violinist Solomiya Ivakhiv, William Purvis 
Stonington, CT on horn and pianist Mihae Lee, La Grua Center, 
 http://lagruacenter.org or 860-535-2300

January 26 Malanka celebration, St. Vladimir Ukrainian Orthodox 
Philadelphia Cathedral, nsufler@aol.com

January 26 through Gerdany (bead-strung necklaces) workshop, with 
February 16 instruction by Olha Lesko, The Ukrainian Museum,
New York 212-228-0110 or www.ukrainianmuseum.org

January 26 Embroidery workshop, with instruction by Lubow 
through March 16 Wolynetz, The Ukrainian Museum, 212-228-0110 or
New York www.ukrainianmuseum.org

January 30 Film screening, “The Leading Role” by Serhiy Bukovsky, 
New York Ukrainian Film Club at Columbia University, Deutsches
 Haus, www.columbia.edu/cu/ufc or 212-854-6525 

February 2 Concert, featuring “Dazzling Duo” pianists Antonio 
New York Pompa-Baldi and Emanuela Friscioni, Ukrainian Institute
 of America, www.ukrainianinstitute.org or 212-288-8660 

February 7 Alexander Dallin Lecture by Sergei Guriev, “Work in 
Stanford, CA Transition: Transformation of Work in Russia and Other
 Post-Communist Countries,” Stanford University,
 http://creees.stanford.edu or creeesinfo@stanford.edu

February 9 Chervona Kalyna Cotillion Ball, with music by Hrim, 
Pearl River, NY Plast Ukrainian Scouting Organization, Hilton Pearl 
 River Hotel, www.kalynadeb.org 

February 9 Spaghetti Dinner, Ukrainian American Youth 
Syracuse, NY Association, Syracuse Ukrainian National Home,
 syracuseunh@syrucc.org or 315-478-9272

February 11 Presentation by Nazar Kozak, “Breaking Through the
New York State Border as an Art Project,” Columbia University,
 212-854-4697 or ukrainianstudies@columbia.edu

February 16 Presentation of Debutantes, Ukrainian Medical Association
Chicago of North America (Illinois Branch), with music by Hrim, 
 Palmer House Hilton, umanadeb@aol.com or www.umana.org

March 2 Presentation of Debutantes, Ukrainian American Youth 
Parsippany, NJ Association, Sheraton Parsippany, www.cym.org/us/deb

March 2 Celebratory concert honoring Oleh Krysa and Mykola 
New York Suk, Ukrainian Institute of America, 
 www.ukrainianinstitute.org or 212-288-8660

Entries in “Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to events 
advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome submissions 
from all our readers. Items will be published at the discretion of the editors 
and as space allows. Please send e-mail to mdubas@ukrweekly.com.

(Continued from page 18)

Orthodox Church...

Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew signs the handwritten Tomos of 
autocephaly that grants Ukraine an independent Orthodox Church 

on January 5 at St. George Cathedral in Istanbul, Turkey. 

Presidential Administration of Ukraine

A medallion of Panagia, or St. Mary, was given to all the 
Orthodox Church hierarchs who came from Ukraine on 
January 5 to Istanbul after the signing ceremony of the 
Tomos by Ecumenical Patriarch Batholomew. It was 
made on the occasion of the Pan-Orthodox Council of 
autocephalous churches that took place in Crete on June 
19-26, 2016, during which the issue of granting Ukraine 
autocephaly was supposed to be discussed but wasn’t as 

the Russian delegation refused to attend the event.

Archbishop Yevstratiy



No. 2THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY      SUNDAY, JANUARY 13, 201920


