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KYIV – Attempted coup suspect Nadiya 
Savchenko, a lawmaker, and her alleged co-
conspirator Volodymyr Ruban were 
released from custody on April 15 after their 
pre-trial detention term expired and wasn’t 
extended in a Brovary city district court. 

She is suspected of plotting to overthrow 
the government and planning terrorist acts. 
If found guilty, Ms. Savchenko, 37, faces a 
maximum life sentence on all charges com-
bined, according to the Prosecutor 
General’s Office (PGO).

Mr. Ruban, who ran the Officer Corps cen-
ter for freeing prisoners of war, is suspected 
of illicit handling of weapons and plotting 
terrorist attacks, including armed attacks on 
state officials and political leaders, the state-
run Ukrinform news agency reported. 

The duo’s April 15 custody extension 
hearing was postponed until May 7 after 
Mr. Ruban’s defense lawyer didn’t appear in 
court. They were released because their 
confinement period expired at midnight on 
April 15-16. 

Ms. Savchenko was placed in custody on 
March 22, 2018, after parliament voted to 
strip her of immunity from prosecution on 
the same day. Prosecutor General Yuriy 
Lutsenko had presented a 30-minute video 
in the legislature showing her plotting to 
use weapons allegedly purchased in the 
Moscow-occupied Donbas from Russian 
officers and their proxies to commit “ter-
rorist acts… and create chaos in the govern-

ment quarter of Kyiv,” he said. 
Mr. Ruban was detained on March 8, 

2018, at a checkpoint in the Donbas while 
returning to Ukrainian-controlled territory 
with a cache of weapons from Russian-
occupied territory. He was placed under 
arrest the following day. 

In a Facebook post on April 16, Mr. 
Lutsenko laid the blame for their release 
primarily on the country’s dysfunctional 
court system. 

One of three reasons he named is the 
legal ability to constantly change lawyers to 
draw out the judicial process. Ms. 
Savchenko has so far had nine lawyers rep-
resent her, eight of whom were paid, while 
one was a public defender. 

Eleven courts so far have heard their 
case, according to the prosecutor general. 

“An appeal to even one judge leads to the 
transfer of a case to another court,” because 
the court system has 40 percent of unfilled 
vacancies, Mr. Lutsenko said. He described 
the constant change of courts as a game of 
“soccer.”

The Savchenko-Ruban case has tra-
versed the following courts: Supreme 
Court, Chernihiv district and appellate 
courts, back to the Supreme Court, 
Solomyanskyi district court, Kyiv appellate 
court, back to the Supreme Court, Kyiv 
appellate court, Darnytskyi district court, 
Kyiv appellate court and the Brovary dis-
trict court. 

Defective justice system blamed 
for release of coup suspect Savchenko

(Continued on page 14)

by Mark Raczkiewycz

KYIV – The race for Ukraine’s presidency 
has turned into a show, and its chief specta-
cle is a comedian performer who has not 
once in nearly five months of campaigning 
publicly appeared before voters, choosing 
instead to engage them in the realm of 
online social media. 

Also highly selective of the limited inter-
views he has given to journalists, front-run-
ner Volodymyr Zelensky, 41, is the favorite 
ahead of incumbent Petro Poroshenko, 
according to two successive polls that the 

Rating Sociological Group has conducted 
since the March 31 first-round vote. 

As he consistently ducked journalists, 
Mr. Zelensky has conveyed messages 
through virtual platforms on Facebook, 
Twitter, Instagram and the Telegram cell-
phone application. 

These include videos of him bravely 
challenging Mr. Poroshenko to a policy 
debate and images of him taking a doping 
test at a laboratory owned by his associate. 
Other appearances include him in an 

Presidential challenger Zelensky
campaigns online only, leads in polls

(Continued on page 8)

President Petro Poroshenko at Olympic Stadium on April 14. His opponent, 
Volodymyr Zelensky, did not show up, insisting that the debate at the stadium should 

take place on April 19.

Mykhailo Markiv/Pool

Fire destroys cultural center in Hamilton, Ontario
PARSIPPANY, N.J. – The Ukrainian Cultural 

Center of Hamilton, Ontario, was destroyed by a 
fire that began in the early hours of Saturday, 
April 13.

Yura Ivanovo and his wife, Larysa Zariczniak, 
were among the first on the scene at 3 a.m. that 
morning after receiving a phone call about the 
disaster, when the center had filled with heavy 
smoke.

“I basically just started crying because I spent 
all my youth there. Basically my entire youth was 
spent in that building,” Ms. Zariczniak, 36, told 
Laura Clementson of the Canadian Broadcasting 
Corporation (CBC). “The building housed us from 
when we were infants. Friendships were made 
there,” she said. Ms. Zaricznaik is president of the 
Ukrainian Youth Association branch in Hamilton. 
She said the center was the place where she 
learned more about her Ukrainian culture after 
immigrating to Canada from Poland at the age of 6.

On Fridays, while in high school, she attended 
lessons about Ukrainian history, literature and 
geography. On Tuesdays she would practice play-
ing the bandura.

Ms. Zariczniak said the loss was not only of a 
place of memories but the hall itself dates back 
even further to when it was a movie theater. The 
center, she added, was not only a place for 
Ukrainians, but for the whole community, which 
utilized it for various events. 

“Ukrainian Canadian Congress Hamilton 
Branch sadly reports about a fire in the Ukrainian 
Cultural Center (Hamilton) last night [April 13]. 
The building burned down completely. Some 
archival documents burned down too,” wrote 
Antonina Kumka, president of the Canada-
Ukraine Inter national Assistance Fund, on 
Facebook on April 13. 

Deputy Fire Chief John Verbeek told the CBC, 
“The building can be considered a total loss.” 
There were no injuries, he said, but damage was 
extensive, estimated at approximately $2 million. 
The building’s roof collapsed as a result of the fire.

The Hamilton Fire Department received a call 
about the fire at 12:21 a.m. and the first crews to 
arrive on scene confirmed that there was a fire on 

Fire and smoke rise from the Ukrainian Cultural Center of Hamilton, 
Ontario, (left of the Buduchnist Credit Union).

Yura Ivanovo

(Continued on page 10)
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Kyiv: Russian terror group thwarted 

Ukrainian authorities say they have 
arrested seven people they claim were sent 
by Russian security services to carry out 
political killings and other “terrorist” acts, 
including the slaying of Ukrainian intelli-
gence agents. Security Service of Ukraine 
(SBU) chief Vasyl Hrytsak made the 
announcement on April 17, four days ahead 
of Ukraine’s presidential runoff vote. At a 
news conference, Mr. Hrytsak said the SBU 
thwarted “a sabotage and reconnaissance 
terrorist group of the Russian special servic-
es” that consisted of seven people, all of 
whom have been arrested. One person who 
assisted the group was arrested on April 17, 
he said, but it was not clear if that was in 
addition to the other seven. The SBU chief 
said that since early 2017 the Russian secu-
rity services had sent several “autonomously 
operating” sabotage groups into parts of 
Ukraine including the separatist-held section 
of the Donetsk region. He said these groups 
were responsible for attacks, including a car 
bombing that killed Ukrainian military intel-
ligence officer Maksym Shapoval in June 
2017 and one that missed its apparent tar-
get, also a military intelligence officer, in Kyiv 
earlier this month. Prosecutors said at the 
time that the man suspected of planting that 
bomb, on April 4, was killed by the blast. 
However, Mr. Hrytsak said that the suspect, a 
Russian man, was alive and had given infor-
mation to the Ukrainian authorities. Mr. 
Hrytsak alleged that “the true organizer” of 
operations that included the Shapoval killing 
was an officer of the Russian Federal 
Security Service (FSB), Dmitry Minayev. SBU 
officials identified one of the seven suspects 
whose arrests were announced on April 17 
as Timur Dzortov, who they said was deputy 
chief of staff to the leader of Russia’s 
Ingushetia region, Yunus-Bek Yevkurov, in 
2015-2017. There was no immediate com-
ment from Russian officials. (RFE/RL, with 
reporting by Christopher Miller in Kyiv, RFE/
RL’s Ukrainian Service, UNIAN and 
Ukrayinska Pravda)

Huntsman on U.S. commitment to Ukraine

U.S. Ambassador to Russia Jon Huntsman 
said Washington is committed to defending 
Ukraine’s territorial integrity, saying the 
issue of Moscow’s annexation of Crimea and 

the conflict in eastern Ukraine was “a core 
part of our estrangement with Russia.” In an 
interview with RFE/RL’s Russian Service 
published on April 13, Ambassador 
Huntsman also called on Russia to “engage 
in a helpful process that will allow the peo-
ple of Ukraine to see their nation restored.” 
He noted: “We do care deeply about the ter-
ritorial integrity of Ukraine, which has been 
badly violated,” and added that Moscow’s 
2014 “annexation of Crimea and the ongo-
ing conflict in eastern Ukraine… – it has not 
been resolved. Nothing has been done in 
terms of positive steps toward recreating 
the contours of a whole and free Ukraine….” 
The U.S. envoy also stated: “It is time to get 
to the negotiating table and find some solu-
tions, which has not been the case for the 
last many year. Mr. Huntsman said that 
maintaining sanctions against Russia is one 
of the few matters on which both major U.S. 
political parties agree. “This issue, in the 
United States Senate, has united almost 100 
percent of Republicans and Democrats,” he 
said. The ambassador’s comments came 
just over five years after Russia seized the 
Black Sea peninsula of Crimea and then 
annexed it, a move that has been rejected by 
the overwhelming majority of United 
Nations members. (RFE/RL’s Russian 
Service, written by Robert Coalson based on 
interview conducted by Irina Lagunina)

Court keeps Ukrainian seamen in jail

A Moscow court has extended the pretri-
al detention period for the Ukrainian sea-
men who were jailed after the Russian 
Coast Guard seized their vessels near the 
Kerch Strait in a flare-up of tensions in 
November. On April 17, the Lefortovo dis-
trict court was hearing requests by prose-
cutors to keep the seamen in jail pending 
further investigation and trial. With rela-
tives of the seamen attending hearings con-
ducted in three separate courtrooms, judg-
es had prolonged pretrial detention until 
July 24 for 12 of the sailors by midafter-
noon. Outside the courthouse – which 
bears the same name as the jail where the 
Ukrainians are being held, Lefortovo – a 
lone protester held a sign that read, “Free 
the Ukrainian sailors.” Later, the court’s 
press service told Interfax that all 24 would 

(Continued on page 14)

 ANALYSIS

by Pavel Felgenhauer
Eurasia Daily Monitor  

On April 10 at 10 p.m., fireworks lit up the 
Moscow sky and a gun salute thundered 
through the city (Vzglyad, April 10). Gun 
salutes are a traditional way to commemo-
rate important, mostly military-connected 
Russian holidays, but April 10 was a working 
Wednesday and not a marked-out holiday. It 
turned out Moscow was celebrating the 75th 
anniversary of the liberation of Odesa from 
German Nazi troops in April 1944. In the 
final two years of World War II, victorious 
Red Army forces marched westward, push-
ing the Nazis out of Soviet territory and into 
Eastern Europe. At that time, the liberation 
of major European cities was joyously 
marked by massive gun salutes in Moscow: 
the first of these instances happened on 
August 5, 1943, with the liberation of Orel 
and Belgorod in central Russia. These spec-
tacular salutes later became a hallmark of 
Soviet (Russian) triumphalism, turning into 
a patriotic state holiday tradition.

Now, the Kremlin is preparing a grandiose 
celebration on May 9, 2020, the 75th  anni-
versary of Victory Day in Europe (V-E Day is 
marked on May 8 in most of the rest of the 
continent). Apparently, to multiply the pro-
paganda effect, President Vladimir Putin’s 
government decided to expand the festivities 
by re-enacting the Stalinist victory gun 
salutes of three quarters of a century ago. 

After Odesa will come another special 
salute, on May 10, to celebrate the taking of 
Sevastopol. Then come salutes on July 3, to 
celebrate liberating Minsk, the capital of 
Belarus; on July 13, Vilnius, the capital of 
Lithuania; on July 28, Brest, Belarus; on 
August 1, Kaunas (former capital of 
Lithuania); on August 24, Chisinau, the cap-
ital of Moldova; on August 31, Bucharest, 
the capital of Romania; on September 22, 
Tallinn, the capital of Estonia; on October 
13, Riga, the capital of Latvia; and on 
October 20, Serbia’s capital Belgrade. 

The following year, on January 17, 2020, 
a gun salute in Moscow will commemorate 
the liberation of Warsaw, the capital of 
Poland; on February 13, 2020, Budapest, 
the capital of Hungary; on April 4, 2020, 
Bratislava, the capital of Slovakia; the 
Austrian capital of Vienna on April 13, 
2020; on May 2, 2020, Berlin, the capital of 
Germany; and finally, on May 9, 2020, 
Moscow will resound with a gun salute for 
the liberation of Prague, the capital of the 
Czech Republic (Militarynews.ru, April 10).

Of course, of all the cities and capitals 
that Moscow will remember via fireworks 
and ceremonious guns fired into the sky, 
only Sevastopol is today “Russian,” 
although the entire rest of the international 
community still considers it occupied terri-
tory legally belonging to Ukraine. With the 
exception of Odesa, Vienna, Minsk and 
Belgrade, the rest are capitals of North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) mem-
ber states, where present-day Russia is 
presently seen as a threat. And in many of 
these cities, their liberation from the Nazis 
75 years ago by the Red Army, in some 
cases accompanied by terrible carnage and 
mass destruction, is seen as a solemn event 
and not an occasion for massive fireworks 
displays. Moscow will hardly make many 
additional friends abroad with its 75th 
anniversary V-E Day celebrations. But for 
Vladimir Putin’s Russia, military triumpha-
lism connected to World War II has none-
theless become a national defining and uni-
fying cause – at least in part due to a lack of 
other viable options.

Russia is ruled by a small corrupt and 

super-rich elite that is socially and physically 
as remote from the impoverished populace 
as the French aristocracy was from the com-
mon French subject in 1789. Since 2014, the 
Russian economy has suffered stagnation 
five years in a row, and the inflation-correct-
ed average household income has been 
steadily declining. This decline has not led to 
serious protests so far, but the resulting 
growing mass political apathy could sud-
denly erupt into social and political chaos. 

According to the independent pollster 
Levada Center, up to 85 percent of Russians 
are not interested in “political matters,” 
which is typical for authoritarian regimes 
(Levada.ru, April 8). According to the poll-
ing firm TsIRKON, Russian society has been 
atomized into small social groups, with no 
clear common agenda and few shared val-
ues. Some 76 percent believe personal 
health is a “highly important value,” and 62 
percent feel the same way about family 
happiness; but only 38 percent believe 
“freedom and independence” are highly 
important values, with 18 percent willing 
to say this about “loving the Motherland” 
(Kommersant, March 27).

Russians, as a whole, are unhappy and 
increasingly losing hope that their predica-
ment may improve significantly anytime 
soon. Some 81 percent say that, in response 
to economic hardships, they will econo-
mize by cutting household consumption 
(Kommersant, April 9). The number of 
Russians wanting to emigrate has 
increased from 7 percent in 2014 to about 
20 percent in 2018. Within the 15-29 age 
bracket, some 44 percent want to leave the 
country (Newsru.com, April 4). 

Though the escalating discontent is still 
passive and nonpolitical, President Putin’s 
ratings have also suffered. According to the 
Levada Tsentr, if presidential elections hap-
pened now, of those who say they would 
definitely come to vote, some 55 percent 
would cast a ballot for Мr. Putin. A year ago, 
in a similar poll, around 70 percent said 
they would vote for Mr. Putin; and on 
March 18, 2018, he was re-elected for six 
more years with 76.9 percent of the popu-
lar vote (Kommersant, April 11).

The next presidential elections are 
scheduled in Russia for 2024, and under 
current law, Mr. Putin cannot run again. Still, 
the Kremlin may try to invent new ways to 
keep Mr. Putin at the helm indefinitely. 
Today’s discontent and public frustration in 
no way directly threaten the political stabili-
ty of the regime, but the signals are obvious 
and the Kremlin is reacting. The authorities 
have forbidden the monthly publication by 
Rosstat (the government statistical agency) 
of data on household earnings (Newsru.
com, March 19). But gagging the messenger 
will surely not be enough.

For now, the government hopes to raise 
militaristic-patriotic fervor via a virtual reen-
actment of a 75-year-old triumphant west-
ward push by Soviet tanks across Eastern 
Europe. Most likely, however, the effect will 
be marginal. Another idea could be to try to 
frighten the West into making concessions on 
sanction relief, on Syria, on Ukraine or other 
outstanding issues. The Kremlin seems to be 
increasingly relying on a policy of threats, 
provocations and brinksmanship – a highly 
effective though risky Cold War-era tactic of 
military/nuclear blackmail. Yet, to make it 
work, more will be needed than just re-enact-
ing Joseph Stalin’s victorious gun salutes.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

Putin’s Russia symbolically re-enacts
Stalin’s push into Europe
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KYIV – Addressing the Kyiv Security 
Forum on April 12, Patriarch Sviatoslav of 
the Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church noted 
the ongoing informational war in Ukraine, 
whose goal is to fragment society and cre-
ate antagonism.

“A few days ago, I read the words of one 
of the relatives of the Heavenly Hundred. 
This wife of the deceased dear person said 
that Ukraine might become the first state to 
be destroyed by the TV. I would not like to 
think so categorically, but today these dan-
gers do exist,” he said.

Patriarch Sviatoslav stated: “We are real-
ly experiencing today a variety of technolo-
gies that try to divide us. The lines of con-
flict today are more delicate and sophisti-
cated. We see that those lines can go 
between those who are watching the TV 
and those who do not watch it.”

He emphasized that this informational 
war is an integral part of Russia’s hybrid war, 
and it tries to fragment our society into so-
called target groups. “Indeed,” he said, “we 
can go to the same church, read information 
from social networks, not from the TV, and 
be completely different in our assessment of 
the current circumstances of society. So 
someone is attempting to divide us, and then 
[cause us] to oppose each other.”

The primate of the UGCC noted that this 
year Ukraine is celebrating the 100th anni-
versary of the unity of the Ukrainian peo-
ple, while last year the country celebrated 
the 100th anniversary of the restoration of 
Ukrainian statehood.

“Our parents and grandfathers with bit-

terness felt the value of the loss, when, 
because of those circumstances, Ukraine 
was again enslaved. Today, we must be 
wise enough to appreciate not what we 
have lost, but what we have today. And this 
for us all should be the starting capital,” 
stressed Patriarch Sviatoslav.

The role of the Church and religious insti-
tutions in such circumstances is, first of all, 
according to the head of the UGCC, to create 
core values, which are always the main foun-
dation of the organization of any social insti-
tution. Around these core values   will later 
be grouped those in politics and business, 
those who are older and younger. If there is 
no this common foundation, then we are in 
danger.

Army as a major factor in Ukraine’s presidential elections
by Yuri Lapaiev

Eurasia Daily Monitor

It seems logical that, given the ongoing 
conflict in eastern Ukraine, the Ukrainian 
military frequently plays a significant role 
in political life. The presidential election of 
2019 is, therefore, no exception. Almost all 
major candidates have to some degree used 
themes of war and the military in their 
campaigns. Pro-Russian candidates were 
focused more on plans toward peace in 
order to juxtapose themselves against the 
hawkish (in their opinion) policies of 
incumbent President Petro Poroshenko. 

For example, candidate Oleksandr Vilkul 
(a former member of previous President 
Viktor Yanukovych’s Party of Regions) 
promised peace in 100 days (Vilkul.ua, 
February 2019). Another candidate, a for-
mer prime minister and member of 
Parliament, Yulia Tymoshenko, who actually 
routinely avoids any parliamentary votes 
related to security and defense, has invited 
groups of soldiers to her promotional 
events. The soldiers were identified as the 
“famous cyborgs” (the unofficial name for 
the defenders of Donetsk airport) and they, 
in turn, referred to Ms. Tymoshenko as “the 
one and only political cyborg” (YouTube, 
January 22). These campaign rallies ulti-
mately attracted widespread condemnation 
of Ms. Tymoshenko when it became clear 
that almost none of the featured soldiers 
had any actual connection to the fighting at 
Donetsk airport (Focus, January 23)

At the same time, President Poroshenko 
has chosen to highlight the military as part 
of his campaign motto – “Army, Language, 
Faith” – even before the official start of his 
re-election bid (YouTube, September 5, 

2018). Mr. Poroshenko has long portrayed 
himself as responsible for rebuilding the 
country’s national security and defense 
organizations. And he relies on these insti-
tutions as generators of loyal voters. The 
Ukrainian president’s position is to achieve 
peace through both diplomatic (creation of 
an anti-Russian international coalition) and 
military (rebuilding and reforming the 
Armed Forces, joining the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization) victory (Channel 24, 
April 1, 2019).

However, his opponents often accuse Mr. 
Poroshenko of warmongering in order to 
influence the elections. Indeed, that charge 
was widely discussed after the Russian 
aggression around the Kerch Strait last 
November, as a result of which Mr. 
Poroshenko declared martial law in Ukraine 
(see Eurasia Daily Monitor December 12, 
2018). Even warnings from the General 
Staff of the Armed Forces of Ukraine (AFU) 
about the growing concentration of Russian 
troops near the Ukrainian border were seen 
by many as a ploy originating inside Mr. 
Poroshenko’s re-election campaign. Russian 
media and authorities have often portrayed 
him as a war president, claiming that Russia 
is unable to negotiate with him and needs 
another interlocutor in Kyiv (Interfax, 
March 19, 2019). That could explain why 
some Ukrainian army personnel on the 
frontlines received anti-Poroshenko text 
messages earlier this year (Facebook/yuri.
biriukov, March 11), in what may have been 
part of Russia’s information campaign to 
influence the elections. Several days later, 
the Special Monitoring Mission of the 
Organization for Security and Cooperation 
in Europe (OSCE SMM) noted in its report 
that observers spotted a Russian Leer-3 
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Quotable notes
“…We have overcome our disagreements in the past. And we must overcome our 

differences now. Because we will need our Alliance even more in the future. 
“We face unprecedented challenges, challenges no one nation can face alone. The 

global balance of power is shifting. The fight against terrorism is a generational fight. 
We have only just seen the beginning of the threats in cyber space. Artificial intelli-
gence, quantum computing and big data could change the nature of conflict more 
fundamentally than the Industrial Revolution. 

“And we will need to continue to deal with a more assertive Russia.
“In 2014, Russia illegally annexed Crimea. The first time in Europe that one coun-

try had taken part of another by force since World War II.
“We see a pattern of Russian behavior. Including a massive military build-up from 

the Arctic to the Mediterranean and from the Black Sea to the Baltic. The use of a mil-
itary-grade nerve agent in the United Kingdom. Support for Assad’s murderous 
regime in Syria. Consistent cyberattacks on NATO allies and partners, targeting 
everything from Parliaments to power grids. Sophisticated disinformation cam-
paigns. And attempts to interfere in democracy itself.

“NATO has responded with the biggest reinforcement of our collective defense in 
decades.

“For the first time, we have combat-ready troops deployed in the east of our 
Alliance. We have increased the readiness of our forces. Tripled the size of the NATO 
Response Force. Modernized our command structure. Bolstered our cyber defenses.

“And we have stepped up support for our close partners, Georgia and Ukraine, 
sovereign nations with the sovereign right to choose their own path.

“We do all of this not to provoke a conflict. But to prevent a conflict. And to pre-
serve the peace. Not to fight, but to deter. Not to attack, but to defend. …”

– NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg addressing a joint meeting of the U.S. 
Congress on April 3. (Source: Transcript released by NATO)

Electronic Warfare (EW) station over 
Ukrainian territory. The Leer 3 is designed 
to control GSM cellular communications 
(Osce.org, April 4). Other related activities 
have included fake news reports about can-
celing or prohibiting elections in Donetsk 
region (Facebook/yuri.biriukov, March 11).

Mr. Poroshenko frequently visits military 
units, even on the Donbas frontline, in the 
so-called Joint Forces Operation zone. And 
he pays special attention to the defense 
industry and historical aspects of the 
Ukrainian military. Since the official start of 
the election campaign in Ukraine, this ten-
dency has strengthened. President 
Poroshenko announced a boost to military 
salaries just two weeks prior to the first 
round of elections, which were held on 
March 31 (Twitter/TheBankova, March 
15). Before that, he met with personnel of 
the 95th Airborne Brigade (Twitter/
TheBankova, March 11) and visited the 
frontline to congratulate the Azov 
Regiment on National Volunteer Day 
(Twitter/TheBankova, March 15). 

A week later, Mr. Poroshenko used the 
professional days of the Security Service of 
Ukraine and National Guard of Ukraine as 
part of his campaign (President.gov.ua, 
March 22, 26). He also took part in an offi-
cial ceremony in the Khmelnytsky region, in 
which he handed over new military equip-
ment and arms (including the recently pur-
chased Turkish strike drones Bayraktar TB2 
– see EDM, February 6) to local military 
units (President.gov.ua, March 20). Then, 
Mr. Poroshenko continued with an appear-
ance on Ukrainian military radio station 
Army FM (President.gov.ua, March 21). 
Indeed, during most of his trips to Ukrainian 
regions in March, Mr. Poroshenko paid more 
attention to security and defense than other 
issues (President.gov.ua, March 19).

Overall, President Poroshenko enjoys 
strong support within the Armed Forces of 
Ukraine (AFU), particularly among the top 
brass. Back in January, the head of the AFU 
General Staff, Gen. Viktor Muzhenko, with-
out naming Mr. Poroshenko explicitly, pub-
licly voiced his support for the current gov-
ernment on Facebook, even citing the pres-
iden t ’ s  o f f ic ia l  ca mp a ig n  mot to 
(Facebook/v.muzhenko, January 29). In 
addition, several other AFU military units 

e c h o e d  G e n .  M u z h e n ko’ s  wo rd s 
(Facebook/93ombr, January 30).

Mr. Poroshenko’s heavy political reliance 
on support from the military and defense 
industry helps explain why a journalistic 
investigation into corruption involving the 
state-owned Ukroboronprom, released just 
a month before the elections, had such a 
negative impact on his ratings (YouTube, 
February 25; see EDM, February 28). 
Despite the fact that the investigative 
reporting ultimately failed to provide much 
in the way of credible evidence to directly 
link the president to the corrupt schemes, 
news of the scandal nevertheless further 
spoiled the image of Mr. Poroshenko as the 
leader who revived the AFU and Ukraine’s 
defense industry.

The corruption scandal was likely one of 
the reasons why Mr. Poroshenko appeared 
to do relatively poorly in the first round 
among military and security services voters 
stationed on the frontline (Cvk.gov.ua, April 
4). The incumbent won in only 40 out of the 
79 polling places specially set up for Armed 
Forces personnel serving in Donbas, with 
12,836 troops in the warzone casting ballots 
for Mr. Poroshenko, while almost the same 
amount, 12,423, voting for the ultimately vic-
torious Volodymyr Zelensky (Kyiv Post, 
Facebook/butusov.yuri, April 3). Special 
advisor to the Ukrainian president, Yuri 
Biryukov, has tried to minimize this disap-
pointing showing by suggesting that some 
civilians, and not purely military personnel, 
had cast their votes at these frontline polling 
stations (Facebook/yuri.biryukov, April 3).

One way or another, Mr. Poroshenko 
faces a foreboding situation going into the 
second round, scheduled for April 21. 
According to the widely reported results of 
a recent poll by the sociological group 
Rating, 71 percent of voters expressed their 
intention to vote for Mr. Zelensky, while less 
than 30 percent support the incumbent 
(Kyiv Post, April 11). Clearly, more decisive 
support from military service members 
and their families will be crucial come elec-
tion day.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

Patriarch Sviatoslav addresses the Kyiv 
Security Forum.

Department of Information of the UGCC

Patriarch Sviatoslav at Kyiv Security Forum:
There is an attempt to divide and antagonize us

(Continued on page 19)
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       THE UKRAINIAN NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FORUM       T

UNA CELEBRATES 125 YEARS: A snapshot from history, 1908

In 1908, the 10th Convention of the Ukrainian National Association (then known as 
Ruskyi Narodnyi Soyuz) was held in Philadelphia on July 7-10 with 121 delegates 
participating. (The name of the fraternal organization was changed in 1914 to 
Ukrainian National Association.) The convention directed the Supreme Assembly 
to purchase the Svoboda print shop, which at that time was the private property of 
The Ruthenian Publishing & Exchange Co., and it was decided that Svoboda should 
become the official organ of the association. (The Supreme Assembly purchased the 
print shop and the newspaper on July 21, 1908, for $16,855.) The convention also 
decided to donate $200 to the ailing writer Ivan Franko, in view of the fact that he had 
dedicated his life to enlightening his countrymen; it approved a protest against “all 
oppressors of the Ruthenian nation in the old country” and beyond its borders; and it 
adopted the text of a statement expressing sympathy to “all martyrs and fighters for 

the national cause in Halychyna.” Elected to the Supreme Assembly were: Supreme 
President Dmytro Kapitula, Supreme Vice-President Theodore Kulychytsky-Gut, 
Supreme Vice-Presidentess Maria Cheremshak (the first vice-presidentess in the 
organization’s history), Supreme Secretary Theodosius Labovsky, Supreme Financial 
Secretary Simon Yadlowski and Supreme Treasurer Alexis Sharshon. Among the 
many greetings received by the convention was one from A. Sheremeta, which read 
in part: “…Ukraine will arise, great and glorious, from the Sian to the Don [rivers], 
united and undivided.”

A photo archive of UNA history has been launched on the UNA website. It is a work in 
progress that will be expanded and refined. To take a look, go to unainc.org/una/the-una-is-
125-years-old/.
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If that headline doesn’t catch your attention, well, then you must not know who 
Joseph Stalin is. The leader of the USSR from the mid-1920s until his death in 1953 
was responsible for killing more than 20 million people. His rule was marked by 
repressions, purges, show trials, the Great Terror, labor camps, the Gulag, man-made 
famines, genocides. Stalin was the mastermind behind the Holodomor, during which 
millions in Ukraine were subjected to death by forced starvation and through which 
he sought to destroy the Ukrainian nation. Stalin was responsible also for the 1944 
genocidal deportation of another nation, the Crimean Tatars, from their homeland.

Nonetheless, in today’s Russia – a country also victimized by Stalin – Stalin has 
become ever more popular, a mythologized figure hailed as a strong leader who led 
the USSR to greatness, an effective manager who enforced order and, astoundingly, a 
leader who championed the oppressed. In April 2018, a poll conducted by the 
Levada Center reported that 44 percent of Russians “fully or mostly agree Stalin was 
‘a cruel, inhuman tyrant responsible for the deaths of millions of innocent people.’ ” 
Incredibly, that was down from the 68 percent who felt that way 10 years earlier. At 
the same time, 57 percent agreed that the dictator was “a wise leader who led the 
Soviet Union to might and prosperity,” and 18 percent mostly agreed with that 
assessment. In 2008, those figures were 50 percent and 37 percent, respectively.

This week, Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty reported that, according to the latest 
survey by the independent pollster Levada, Russians’ respect for Stalin has risen 
sharply. Seventy percent of Russians polled said they believed that Stalin played a 
completely or relatively positive role “in the life of the country.” That’s a record high, 
according to the analytical center, which been carrying out surveys about attitudes 
toward Stalin since 2001. In 2016, such approval was voiced by 54 percent of 
respondents. On the flip side, only 19 percent of those surveyed this year said Stalin 
played a relatively negative or sharply negative role; in 2016, the number was 30 
percent. What’s more, 41 percent of respondents now say they respect Stalin, while 
26 percent say they’re indifferent. And, here’s another incredible finding: 46 percent 
say Stalin-era victims could be justified, relatively or completely, by the country’s 
achievements. That’s a huge jump from the 27 percent who were willing to justify 
Stalin’s repressions when polled in 2008.

What do such poll results say about the future of Russia? We know that Vladimir 
Putin has praised Stalin for leadership during the Great Patriotic War and that 
“excessive demonization” of Stalin is “one way of attacking the Soviet Union and 
Russia.” Monuments to Stalin have begun appearing in Russia in recent years and a 
teachers’ manual actually called the murderous dictator “one of the most successful 
leaders of the USSR.” A 2018 survey by the Russian Public Opinion Research Center 
revealed that nearly half of Russia’s 18- to 24-year-olds had not even heard about 
Stalin-era repressions. The Kharkiv Human Rights Protection Group commented: If 
young people are not learning about the crimes against humanity of Stalin and his 
regime, and television is full of programs glorifying everything about the second 
world war and treating security service officers as heroes, it’s not surprising that 
Russians recently named first Stalin, then Putin, as “the most outstanding figures in 
history.” A disturbing trend indeed.

The Ukrainian Weekly

Thirty years ago, on April 26, 1989, Ukraine commemorated 
the third anniversary of the 1986 Chornobyl nuclear power sta-
tion disaster with an official rally in Kyiv at the Dynamo soccer 
stadium that attracted an estimated crowd of tens of thousands. 

Organized by the Zelenyi Svit (Green World) party, the gather-
ing was addressed by Ukrainian writers and cultural activists, 

including Dmytro Pavlychko and Les Taniuk, as well as workers from Chornobyl and 
“heroes of the Chornobyl tragedy,” known as “liquidators,” who were the first on the scene 
in the initial response and clean-up of the area. Many of these liquidators died or suffered 
long-term health consequences as a result of exposure to radiation.

The rally continued with a memorial candlelit march down Kyiv’s main thoroughfare, 
Khreshchatyk. No incidents were reported as young people processed through the city 
center as they held lit candles.

Participants urged the Ukrainian SSR’s Council of Ministers to raise the question of the 
inadvisability of the operation of the Chornobyl nuclear power station and halt new pow-
er-generating facilities at operating nuclear power stations.

Speakers at the rally called for making the 30-kilometer zone surrounding the 
Chornobyl plant as an international research ground and mentioned “the need to raise 
before the republican Supreme Soviet the question of holding a referendum regarding fur-
ther development of nuclear power engineering on the territory of Ukraine.” Some of the 
speakers also demanded an end to “press censorship” related to the nuclear accident.

In Lviv, nearly 15,000 people attended a similar rally on April 26 to mark the Chornobyl 
disaster. 

On April 16, 1989, nearly 20,000 people attended a memorial moleben that was served 
at the Church of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary for the victims of Chornobyl. 
Following the service, prayers were offered for the children of Chornobyl, those resettled 
from the 30-kilometer exclusion zone around the affected area, as well as for those who 
were responsible for the tragedy.

The Soviet government, in its decision to mark the third anniversary of Chornobyl, 
issued new directives on April 26 to curb information that could be reported by the press 
about nuclear plant accidents. Soviet journalists were angered by the move, noting that it 
was not in line with the glasnost policies of the Gorbachev regime that were meant to cre-
ate a degree of openness in the Soviet information sphere. The new curbs designated as 

April
26
1989

Turning the pages back...

“Yesterday I was crucified with Him… 
Yesterday I was crucified with Him; today I 
am glorified with Him… Yesterday I died 
with Him; today I am made alive with Him… 
Yesterday I was buried with Him; today I am 
raised up with Him… Let us offer to Him 
Who suffered and rose again for us our com-
plete selves – the possession most precious to 
God and most proper… Let us become like 
Christ, since Christ became like us… Let us 
become Divine for His sake, since for us He 
became Man… He assumed the worse that 
He might give us the better. He became poor 
that by His poverty we might become rich. 
He accepted the form of a servant that we 
might win back our freedom… He came 
down that we might be lifted up. He was 
tempted that through Him we might con-
quer… He was dishonored that He might glo-
rify us. He died that He might save us. He 
ascended that He might draw to Himself us, 
who were thrown down through the fall of 
sin… Let us give all, offer all, to Him who 
gave Himself a Ransom and Reconciliation 
for us… We needed an incarnate God, a God 
put to death, that we might live. We were put 
to death together with Him that we might be 
cleansed. We rose again with Him because 
we were put to death with Him. We were glo-
rified with Him because we rose again with 
Him... A few drops of Blood recreate the 
whole of creation!”

St. Gregory the Theologian,  
Paschal Orations

CHRIST IS RISEN! INDEED HE IS RISEN!

With these powerful words of St. 
Gregory the Theologian from his Paschal 
Orations, we greet each and every one of 
you, dear Brother Clergy, Monastics and our 
beloved Brothers and Sisters in Christ in the 
nations of the world beyond the borders of 
Ukraine – in the United States of America, 
Canada, Brazil, Paraguay, Argentina, Great 
Britain, Germany, France, Belgium, 
Australia, New Zealand and all our faithful 
in other nations! We also especially greet 
our Brother Hierarchs, Clergy, Monastics 
and Faithful of the Orthodox Church of 
Ukraine – the autocephalous 
Church of the Ukrainian 
nation, which God has 
blessed by the Holy Spirit 
guided and thus, wise deci-
sion of His All-Holiness, 
Ecumenical Patriarch of 
Constantinople and New 
Rome Bartholomew I and 
t h e  H o l y  S y n o d  o f 
Constantinople!

We pray the joy of our 
celebration amongst all of 
you, our spiritual children, 
is even more powerful 
today than ever before 
because of this powerful 
accomplishment – return-
ing to the fold of Christ’s 
Body – the Holy Orthodox 
Church – millions of faithful 
Orthodox Christians who 
had been roaming in a spiri-
tual wilderness through no 
fault of their own. Today 
they must feel the words of 
St. Gregory above: “We rose 
again with Him because we 
were put to death with Him,” 
for they had experienced 

what felt like spiritual death for so many 
decades!

“Let us give all, offer all, to Him who gave 
Himself a Ransom and Reconciliation for 
us… We needed an incarnate God, a God 
put to death, that we might live. We were 
put to death together with Him that we 
might be cleansed. We rose again with Him 
because we were put to death with Him. 
We were glorified with Him because we 
rose again with Him.” Each of us experi-
enced this “death with Him” during our 
Baptism, descending in the waters of the 
Sacrament and rising up therefrom into 
new life with Him in His Body, our Holy 
Church. It is almost impossible to explain in 
simple human words, the depth of meaning 
behind all that God in the Holy Trinity has 
done for in order that we might have hope, 
refuge and protection throughout our lives 
– “The Father is my hope, the Son is my ref-
uge, the Holy Spirit is my protection” – 
enabling us to survive anything utilized 
against us by the fallen angel to tempt us 
away from the Body.

Once again at this Great and Holy Feast of 
Pascha – The Resurrection of Our Lord – 
our true life is confirmed. Death is annihilat-
ed, the power of Satan has been trampled 
down by the One, Who could not be held 
captive to death, Who would be the “first-
born from the dead” (Rev. 1:5) and first in 
the new creation! We are meant to be heirs 
of the Resurrection, heirs of all things in 
heaven and on earth. Let us rejoice in that 
Resurrection! Let us live with a certainty 
that our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, has 
accomplished all for our salvation!

We assure you all, dearly beloved, of our 
prayers for you at this Pascha and every 
single day of life that follows. We will pray 
that we, together, may co-create with our 
Risen Lord a new world that comprehends 
the sanctity of life, not only of our own spe-
cies, but of all species made in God’s 
Wisdom. We will pray that we, sooner rath-
er than later, seek to ensure to the best of 
our individual and communal ability, to 

Let us all stand before our Risen Lord 
with hope, faith and charity filling our lives

(Continued on page 15)

The ever popular Stalin

 PASCHAL LETTER 2019

Following is the Paschal letter of the Permanent Conference of Ukrainian Orthodox 
Bishops Beyond the Borders of Ukraine.

“The Resurrection” by Yaroslava Surmach-Mills. 
Design for stained glass window in the Church of St. 

Demetrius, Weston, Ontario.

(Continued on page 22)
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by Paul Goble

No one should have been surprised that 
Volodymyr Zelensky ran far ahead of all 
other candidates in the first round of the 
Ukrainian presidential election, Vitaly 
Portnikov says. His victory shows that 
Ukrainians continue to vote their hopes 
that someone will come to office with a 
magic wand and solve all their problems.

The Ukrainian commentator says that 
what this shows is not that Mr. Zelensky is 
some special phenomenon – in fact, the 
television personality was simply boosted 
into the top position by oligarch Igor 
Kolomoisky – but that “the Ukrainian voter 
has not changed over the last two and a half 
decades” (svoboda.org/a/29853834.html).

According to Mr. Portnikov, the 
Ukrainian voter “traditionally casts his or 
her ballot not for a manager or a political 
leader but for a magician and then, after a 
year or so having become convinced that 
his or her idol has no magic wand, grows 
disappointed with the choice and begins to 
blame him rather than himself or herself.”

Over the last 28 years, he continues, 
“only one of [Ukraine’s] presidents has suc-
ceeded in being re-elected for a second 
term” – Leonid Kuchma. “But now few recall 
that it was precisely Kuchma, who also 
unexpectedly for many having won the 
1994 elections was the first Ukrainian ‘pres-
ident of great hopes.’ ” But having won, he 
rapidly showed he was no miracle worker.

“The next Ukrainian president of hopes 

was the idol of ‘the Orange Maidan,’ Viktor 
Yushchenko.” But when he sought re-elec-
tion, he had lost so much support that he 
did not even get into the second round. 
Instead, he lost to Viktor Yanukovych, “the 
president of the hopes of the Ukrainian 
east,” who ultimately was ousted by the 
Maidan of 2013-2014.

Petro Poroshenko, too, came out of 
nowhere and became another “president of 
hopes, hope that the legitimacy of the pres-
idency would be restored, that the war 
would be finished, and that the occupied 
territories would be recovered.” But he was 
unable to achieve what Ukrainians hoped 
for when they voted for him. And so the 
cycle is continuing.

“In this sense,” Mr. Portnikov argues, 
“Volodymyr Zelensky is the Kuchma, 
Yushchenko and Poroshenko of 2019, the 
candidate of hopes in a pure form,” given 
that even more than his predecessors he 
has no record and people can invest in him 
whatever their hopes dictate without fear 
of immediate contradiction.

What’s likely to come next “is not so dif-
ficult to predict,” the commentator says. Mr. 
Poroshenko will be able to defeat Mr. 
Zelensky in the second round “only if there 
is a maximum consolidation of the nation-
al-democratic electorate – and that the vot-
ers view Zelensky as unpatriotic and his 
election a threat for the future of Ukraine.”

But those conditions may not be met, 
and Mr. Zelensky may be elected, Mr. 
Portnikov says. And what that will mean is 
suggested not only by the last decades of 
Ukrainian politics but also by the behavior 
of Mr. Zelensky himself. During the cam-
paign, he said he would get on his knees to 
ask Vladimir Putin for peace.

But once he won the first round and 
looks set to become president of “Ukraine 
and not some other country,” Mr. Portnikov 
notes, Mr. Zelensky said that he would meet 
with the Russian president only after the 
return of the occupied territories and only 
in order to demand compensation for the 
occupation of Crimea and the Donbas.

by Sofiya Kochmar-Tymoshenko
Euromaidan Press

During the first round of the presidential 
election on March 31, Ukrainians were 
impressed by photos from election points 
around the world. Hundreds of Ukrainians 
were photographed queuing up to exercise 
their right to vote and select the country’s 
next president.

Viewed from Ukraine, these photos 
showing diaspora Ukrainians voting point 
to their patriotism. For the voters in ques-
tion, many waiting in line up to three hours 
in the open air and not always finding 
themselves listed in voters’ registers, the 
election process clearly has organizational 
problems, notwithstanding the sterling 
efforts of many diplomats.

According to the Central Election 
Commission (CEC), only 55,000 Ukrainian cit-
izens out of a total of 6 million living abroad 
actually voted. This would indicate that only 
1 percent of adult Ukrainians abroad exer-
cised their right to vote. To compare, the 
number of international voters in the last 
presidential election in 2014 was 73,000.

In the foreign election district, Petro 
Poroshenko won with 38.93 percent of 
votes, Volodymyr Zelensky claimed second 
place with 26.01 percent and Anatoliy 
Hrytsenko was third with 10.64 percent, 
with other candidates gaining less than 10 
percent. Pavlo Klimkin, minister of foreign 
affairs, called the decrease in voter turnout 
“sad arithmetic.” Mr. Klimkin expressed his 
respect for all who came to vote: “Civic duty 
should be equally important to all 
Ukrainians, we are part of a unified political 
nation and we must strengthen it with our 
conscious civic position.”

There are different reasons why 
Ukrainians abroad are not very active in the 
election process.

Firstly, it is very difficult to secure inclu-
sion on the register of voters. The voter has 
to bring his documents personally to elec-
tion points, which means spending a lot of 
time and money. Another possibility is to 
queue for consular registration. The latter 
can be done by mail, but not so many people 
are willing to risk sending their passport by 
mail. Also, many international delivery ser-
vices are not prepared to assume responsi-
bility for the delivery of passports.

This problem could be resolved if 
Ukraine introduced electronic registration. 
Ukrainian election law does not currently 
allow for such a system.

An initiative group of Ukrainians living 
abroad has petitioned Parliament to change 
the law to provide online registration at 
least for those Ukrainians living abroad.

“In fact, now we have a right without 
opportunity. Our goal is Internet voting, but 
we understand that this is a long-term proj-
ect. Therefore, online registration can simpli-
fy the first level that stops millions of people 
from exercising their right to vote,” Natalka 
Panchenko, founder of EuroMaidan-Warsaw 
and participant of the initiative group, 
explained to Emigrantske Radio.

The transfer of registration to online for-
mat would not only simplify access to the 
voting booth for international Ukrainians, 
but also for those internally displaced from 
Crimea or the areas of the Luhansk and 
Donetsk regions currently beyond Kyiv’s 
control.

The electoral register is institutionally 
too closed a structure and it is unlikely that 
the CEC will go for such an experiment in 
the near future, according to Yuriy 
Lisovskyi, an expert on open data at the 
OPORA Civic Network.

“Firstly, the election law should be 
changed; so far the law does not provide 
for registration remotely. Secondly, we have 
a digital security issue. There were many 

Ukrainians once again are voting for someone 
they hope has a magic wand, says Portnikov

Only 1% of diaspora Ukrainians voted.
Should the system be changed?

 WINDOW ON EURASIA

 COMMENTARY

 NEWS AND VIEWS

Paul Goble is a long-time specialist on 
ethnic and religious questions in Eurasia 
who has served in various capacities in the 
U.S. State Department, the Central 
Intelligence Agency and the International 
Broadcasting Bureau, as well as at the Voice 
of America and Radio Free Europe/Radio 
Liberty and the Carnegie Endowment for 
International Peace. The article above is 
reprinted with permission from his blog 
called “Window on Eurasia” (http://windo-
woneurasia2.blogspot.com/).

(Continued on page 15)

by Anna Hrynkiv

I am a student at the National University 
of Ostroh Academy in the Rivne region of 
Ukraine, and currently I am spending the 
spring semester as an exchange student at 
Nazareth College in Rochester, N.Y. I am a 
native of Mykolaiv and a Ukrainian citizen. 
On March 31, I voted for the very first time 
in my life: I am 18, so I have the right to 
vote for the president of Ukraine.

It was not easy: first of all, I had to regis-
ter on the official site for voting, then 
become a consular account and, finally, go 
to New York City. With support of the 
Ukrainian diaspora, especially the 
Rochester Ukrainian Men’s Wednesday 
Breakfast Club, I got to Ukraine’s Consulate 
General in New York City and experienced 
the full voting process.

In Rochester, I have the opportunity to 
spend time with the diaspora, communi-
cate with its most active representatives 
and learn about “Ukrainian culture abroad.” 

My first vote for president of Ukraine

Anna Hrynkiv near Ukraine’s Consulate 
General in New York just after she voted 
in the presidential election on March 31.(Continued on page 21)

Sofiya Kochmar-Tymoshenko is a jour-
nalist based in Kyiv. Her professional inter-
est is religious freedom and human rights. 
The article above was originally published 
here: http://euromaidanpress.com/2019/ 
04/10/only-1-of-ukrainians-in-the-diaspo-
ra-voted-in-the-presidential-election/.

by David J. Kramer

In Kyiv to participate in the 12th annual 
Kyiv Security Forum, I sense considerable 
anticipation ahead of next Sunday’s second 
round of Ukraine’s presidential election. By 
the evening of April 21, we should know 
whether Volodomyr Zelensky will replace 
Petro Poroshenko as president, or whether 
the incumbent will manage to stay in office 
by overcoming a considerable vote deficit 
in the first round.

Despite Mr. Zelensky’s relatively com-
fortable margin in the first round, we still 
do not know who will win on Sunday until 

after Ukrainians go and make their choice. 
As we have noted before, that speaks very 
well of Ukraine.

Russian propaganda, by contrast, contin-
ues to take a different approach, speaking 
badly and inaccurately about what is hap-
pening in Ukraine. As our partner Detector 
Media notes in its regular assessment of 
Russian television shows, the Kremlin’s pro-
pagandists keep insisting that Ukraine’s poli-
tics lack independence and that the first 
round of the presidential election was rigged.

In fact, as we noted last week, the OSCE’s 
highly respected Office of Democratic 
Institutions and Human Rights, the leading 
observer of elections in the OSCE region, 
assessed the first round in mostly positive 
terms. “Sunday’s presidential election in 
Ukraine was competitive, voters had a broad 
choice and turned out in large numbers,” it 
said in a press release issued the day after.

As represented in Mr. Poroshenko’s can-
didacy, Russian propaganda also tried to 
interpret the results of the first round as a 
repudiation of everything Ukrainian, 

Ukrainian Election Task Force update: 
The situation a week before the second round

(Continued on page 20)

David J. Kramer, senior fellow, Vaclav 
Havel Program for Human Rights and 
Diplomacy, Steven J. Green School of 
International and Public Affairs, Florida 
International University, is team leader of 
the Ukrainian Election Task Force. The Task 
Force was established by the Atlantic 
Council, the Victor Pinchuk Foundation, and 
the Transatlantic Commission on Election 
Integrity. The update above was released on 
April 15.
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COMMENTARY: Putin, Zelensky and the war in Ukraine
by Vitaly Portnikov

Presidential candidate Volodymyr Zelensky has said 
that the cessation of shelling along the so-called line of 
demarcation would be one of his main objectives as 
Ukraine’s head of state. The desire to stop the shelling and 
to save the lives of fellow citizens is a laudable goal. But it is 
not up to us to stop the shooting. It is up to Vladimir Putin.

I’d like to point out a few simple truths to Mr. Zelensky, 
which he must know even without me. In 2014 it was not 
Ukraine that attacked Russia, but Russia that attacked 
Ukraine. It was not Ukraine that sent saboteurs to Russia, 
but Russia that sent them to Ukraine. There are no 
Ukrainian troops on Russian soil, but Russian troops and 
the Kremlin’s mercenaries are occupying our lands. And, of 
course, they are continuing to maintain heightened ten-
sions with the Ukrainian army along the entire line of 
demarcation, because without these tensions the occupa-
tion of the Donbas would immediately lose all meaning. 
Can Mr. Zelensky come to an agreement with Mr. Putin to 
stop this shelling? No, he cannot. Just as President Petro 
Poroshenko cannot. Nor anyone else.

Can Mr. Putin stop shooting and killing Ukrainians? Of 
course he can. But to do that he doesn’t need any agree-

ment with anyone — not with Mr. Zelensky, not President 
Poroshenko, not even with German Chancellor Angela 
Merkel. He simply has to want to do it.

It is obvious that the Russian president will not want to do 
so today. The shelling and killing is Moscow’s important con-
tribution to the election campaign in our country because it 
proves that the current government cannot stop the war 
even though it had promised to do so. If Mr. Zelensky wins, 
will Mr. Putin want to stop the shelling? He probably will, 
and he will not need to negotiate with Mr. Zelensky. 

Furthermore, I think that the decision on the possible 
end to the shelling has already been approved. Russians 
and their hirelings will not shoot – at least not before the 
parliamentary elections in Ukraine. They will want to dem-
onstrate that the “peace party” in Ukraine has replaced the 
“war party,” and they will not create obstacles to victory for 
this collective “peace party” during the parliamentary elec-
tions.

The main question is what will come afterwards? What 
will Mr. Zelensky have to sacrifice to keep the shelling from 
resuming and to avoid being seen by a segment of 
Ukrainians as a representative of the “war party”? The 
incorporation of occupied Donbas by Ukraine on Russian 
terms? The abandonment of Crimea or at least the promise 

not to mention the annexation of the peninsula? The rejec-
tion of European integration? This will be the sacrifice.

And does Mr. Zelensky understand – well perhaps not 
the showman himself but the people around him – that if 
we do not agree to Mr. Putin’s conditions the shelling will 
not cease at all or else it will inevitably start again and our 
soldiers will begin to die again? And that if we agree to Mr. 
Putin’s conditions, we can literally find ourselves in Rostov, 
Russia – and this is in the best-case scenario.

I understand, of course, that many of my compatriots, 
including politicians, are simply incapable of thinking that 
far ahead. But we must learn if we do not want to bring 
about another crisis in our country and lose more territory 
instead of returning what has already been torn off.

Vitaliy Portnikov is a Ukrainian editor and journalist born 
in Kyiv in 1967. Since 1989, he has been working as an ana-
lyst of Nezavisimaya Gazeta, specializing in post-Soviet coun-
tries, and cooperating with the Russian and Ukrainian ser-
vices of Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty.

The article above is reprinted from Euromaidan Press, 
where it appeared on April 16 in an English translation by 
Anna Mostovych. It was originally published in Ukrainian by 
Espreso TV on April 8.

empty Olympic Stadium in Kyiv disputing the format for a 
contest of words that is scheduled for April 19 and a meet-
ing with French President Emmanuel Macron and foreign 
businesses and dignitaries in Kyiv. 

Both candidates still haven’t agreed to the debate’s for-
mat yet have provisionally agreed to meet in the 
70,000-capacity venue at 7 p.m. Kyiv time. In anticipation 
of the event, Mr. Zelensky’s team this week held a motor 
rally through regional capitals to bring backers to the coun-
try’s capital city. 

More than 70 percent of voters who intend to vote and 
are decided favor the Dnipropetrovsk Oblast native whose 
campaign has been vague on national security and contra-
dictory in terms of promises that don’t pertain to the presi-
dent’s mandate. 

Mr. Zelensky’s consultants and advisers have instead 
spoken for him, often contradicting each other on crucial 
issues that pertain to the country’s future. Personally, the 
candidate has provided little insight into how he would 
establish peace in the Moscow-stoked war in the Donbas, 
aside from suggesting that the U.S. and Britain be brought 
to the negotiating table along with Germany, France and 
Russia, the latter of which has indicated it will not discuss 
the inter-state conflict based on the false assertion that it’s 
not a party to it. 

Nothing specific is known of which reforms he would 
continue, whether in health, anti-corruption or in the 
murky energy market. The central bank’s independence 
remains in question. That very same institution took 
Ukraine’s biggest private lender, PrivatBank, under receiv-
ership and nationalized it after a $5.5 billion hole was 
found on its balance sheets. PrivatBank has since turned a 
profit under government control. 

Previously owned by billionaire Ihor Kolomoisky – 
whose television network has aired the front-runner’s 
comedy shows for seven years – PrivatBank allegedly fun-
neled over $40 million through Mr. Zelensky’s accounts 
and never was paid back, purported National Deputy 
Volodymyr Ariev of the Petro Poroshenko Bloc.

Mr. Zelensky never commented on this matter, nor did he 
reply to a request for a statement from The Ukrainian Weekly. 

On April 18, the Kyiv Administrative Circuit Court ruled 
that the nationalization of PrivatBank – a prerequisite of 
International Monetary Fund funding – was unlawful. The 
National Bank of Ukraine subsequently announced that it 
would appeal the ruling. 

Some policies, like NATO accession, have been relegated 
by Mr. Zelensky to the results of referenda that are part of a 
campaign of “crowdsourcing” ideas that include future 
appointees and questions that should be posed to the incum-
bent during the debate – if it takes place. The neophyte politi-
cian has indicated that he supports “direct democracy” and 
that referenda should be held on the national and local levels 
on issues facing the country and specific communities.

Mr. Zelensky promised to reveal future appointees by 
the time of the April 19 presidential debate. The president 
gets to name the foreign affairs minister, the chief of the 

Security Service of Ukraine and, with Parliament’s approv-
al, the central bank chief and prosecutor general. 

Beyond isolation

Mr. Zelensky’s cocooned behavior has led to more than 
20 Ukrainian media outlets publishing an open letter 
demanding that he make himself accessible no later than 
April 18. That hasn’t occurred. 

Writing under the banner of Mediarukh (Media 
Movement), the letter states: “Our readers, viewers and lis-
teners are asking questions we cannot answer since we 
have not once talked with you directly… Since you ignore 
our interview requests, we cannot fulfill this function.”

Despite his isolation from the general public, journalists 
have discovered that the presidential hopeful owned busi-
nesses in Russia when he announced his candidacy on New 
Year’s Eve. One of his entertainment business entities was 
in the process of applying for a Russian-government grant, 
based on a January 18 report by Radio Free Europe/Radio 
Liberty (RFE/RL). Another investigation, by Kyiv-based 
Slidstvo.Info, found that he hadn’t declared a 15-room villa 
in Italy worth $4.3 million. 

Furthermore, the Defense Ministry said that Mr. 
Zelensky had not responded to four army conscription 
summons to serve in 2014-2015 in the first two years of 
the war in easternmost Donetsk and Luhansk oblasts. The 
notice was sent to an address where he has been registered 
since 2008 in the Dnipropetrovsk Oblast city of Kryvyi Rih. 
His mother told the Hromadske media outlet that she 
never received a conscription notice in her son’s name. 

Another RFE/RL investigation found that Mr. Zelensky 
flew 13 times in the last two years to Geneva in Switzerland 
and Tel-Aviv in Israel, where Mr. Kolomoisky was known to 
reside outside Ukraine. Mr. Zelensky has maintained that his 
relationship with the businessman is purely professional 
and contractual. Other flights included private plane trips 
with Mr. Kolomoisky’s longtime business partner and for-
mer PrivatBank shareholder Gennadiy Bogolyubov.

Further reports, including one by the Reuters news 
agency, found links to billionaire Mr. Kolomoisky. The oli-
garch’s personal lawyer, Andriy Bohdan, who was seen at 
the candidate’s campaign headquarters on March 31 dur-
ing the first round election, accompanied Mr. Zelensky on 

five of those flights, RFE/RL reported. 
Additionally, Mr. Zelensky has used a security detail and 

two automobiles linked to Mr. Kolomoisky, Reuters reported.
RFE/RL also reported that the Washington lobbying 

firm Signal Group was hired to represent Mr. Zelensky in 
the past week and arranged meetings for Oleh Dubyna, a 
senior energy official under successful governments in the 
previous decade, with officials of President Donald 
Trump’s administration and U.S. lawmakers. 

Mr. Zelensky denied that Signal’s April 12 Foreign Agents 
Registration Act filing on his behalf is related to him. 

Poroshenko stays on the trail

Mr. Poroshenko, 58, turned his debate challenge on April 
14 into a rally at Olympic Stadium as the challenger remained 
in France after his meeting with the French president. 

The Internal Affairs ministry said 5,000 supporters 
assembled, whereas the incumbent’s team said that four 
times more were in attendance. 

Mr. Poroshenko questioned Mr. Zelensky’s absence 
beyond rare scripted appearances.

The president appeared over the course of the next two 
days on local television channels ICTV, owned by oligarch 
Viktor Pinchuk, and the pro-Russian 112 channel and chal-
lenged Mr. Zelensky to come out. The challenger kept 
insisting on the April 19 date. 

Regardless of the April 21 run-off outcome, Mr. 
Poroshenko told journalists last week that he will “accept 
the people’s choice because this is democracy,” even if, 
“God forbid,” Mr. Zelensky is elected. 

According to election law, the official runoff result 
should be announced no later than May 1 and the inaugu-
ration should take place by June 3. 

In a spontaneous six-minute TV address April 18, Mr. 
Poroshenko apologized for his mistakes as president and 
said that “what hurts the most is that I couldn’t end the 
war, but peace never depended on us.”

He urged voters on election day to not think about 
“Zelensky or Poroshenko, think about Ukraine and how to 
preserve it… and don’t allow [the country] to be trans-
formed into Little Russia.”

The presidential election on April 21 will be followed in 
late October by parliamentary elections.

(Continued from page 1)

Presidential...

Presidential candidate Volodymyr Zelensky (left, center) meets with French President Emmanuel Macron at the 
Elysee Palace in Paris on April 12. 

Volodymyr Zelensky presidential campaign
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68th annual meeting of Selfreliance FCU held in Chicago and Whippany
CHICAGO – The 68th annual meeting of 

the membership of Selfreliance Federal 
Credit Union took place Sunday, March 31, 
at the Credit Union’s Home Office in 
Chicago. The meeting was simulcast in New 
Jersey, at the Ukrainian American Cultural 
Center of New Jersey in Whippany.

In New Jersey, the meeting was called to 
order by Orest Ciapka of the Selfreliance 
FCU New Jersey Advisory Board. He intro-
duced the Rev. Stepan Bilyk, pastor of St. 
John the Baptist Ukrainian Catholic Church 
in Whippany, who read the invocation. This 
was followed by a report from the New 
Jersey Advisory Board by Daria 
Twardowsky-Vincent; remarks by Michael 
Koziupa, Whippany branch manager, and 
Irene Agne, Newark branch manager.

Thereafter, greetings were given to the 
assembly in New Jersey from the Ukrainian 
National Federal Credit Union, Ukrainian 
National Home in Jersey City, Svoboda and 
The Ukrainian Weekly,  Ukrainian 
Journalists of North America, Organization 
for Defense of Lemko Western Ukraine in 
America (National Board and Irvington 
branch), OLCO International, Organization 
for Defense of Four Freedoms for Ukraine, 
Ukrainian Congress Committee of America 
(Morris County and Irvington branches), 
Plast Ukrainian Scouting Organization, 
Ukrainian American Youth Association 
(Jersey City, Whippany and Irvington 
branches), Ukrainian Athletic-Educational 
Association Chornomorska Sitch, Iskra 
Ukrainian Dance Ensemble and Academy, 
New Ukrainian School in Newark, St. John 
the Baptist Ukrainian Catholic Church and 
the Ukrainian American Cultural Center of 
New Jersey in Whippany, Immaculate 
Conception Ukrainian Catholic Church in 
Hillside and St. John the Baptist Ukrainian 
Catholic Church in Newark.

Once the cameras were turned on in 
both locations for the simulcast, Chairman 
of the Board of Directors Michael R. Kos 
called for the posting of colors by the 

Ukrainian American Veterans. Renditions 
of the national anthems of the United States 
and Ukraine followed, as well as “God Bless 
America,” performed by the Ukrainian 
Bandurist Chorus. A total of 146 members 
signed in: 96 in Chicago and 50 in New 
Jersey.

Chairman Kos officially opened the meet-
ing and asked Bishop Benedict Aleksiychuk 
to read the invocation. The bishop took 
advantage of the opportunity to thank 
Selfreliance FCU for its work and stated that, 
in his recent letter to parishioners, he 
encouraged them to become members of 
the credit union – so that the credit union 
would be able, in turn, to increase its sup-
port of Ukrainian community institutions. 

Mr. Kos introduced the board and com-
mittee members in Illinois as well as in 
New Jersey. Board Secretary Victor 
Wojtychiw read the minutes of the 67th 
annual meeting, and reports of the credit 
union’s elected leaders followed. 

Mr. Kos reported as chairman of the 
Selfreliance FCU Board. He spoke of the 
challenges the credit union faced in 2018. 
First was the retirement of Selfreliance 
FCU’s long-time CEO Bohdan Watral, and 
the appointment of incoming President/
CEO Vitaly Kutnyy. Second was the merger 
of Michigan’s Ukrainian Future Credit 
Union into Selfreliance FCU. Dr. Kos also 
cited the economic environment in which 
the credit union operates and applauded 
the credit union’s management and staff for 
another profitable year.

Outgoing President/CEO Watral 
described the credit union’s 2018 achieve-
ments. He confirmed that the financial 
statements for 2018 validate the credit 
union’s viability and consistent growth. In 
2018 net income surpassed $2.4 million 
and equity now exceeds a record $589 mil-

lion. The credit union has expanded its 
operations, now encompassing three 
states. Mr. Watral confirmed that 
Selfreliance FCU is among the most stable 
financial institutions in the United States, 
maintaining its commitment to provide the 
highest caliber financial services in a pro-
fessional, caring environment.

President/CEO Kutnyy stated that in 
2019 Selfreliance FCU will focus on enhanc-
ing its offerings, providing new products, 
optimizing the existing services portfolio, 
investing in employee training programs 
and expanding into digital marketing. Mr. 
Kutnyy stated that the credit union is com-
mitted to investing in new technology and 
continuing to deliver products and services 
that benefit our members. 

B o h d a n  Wr u s k y j ,  S u p e r v i s o r y 
Committee chairman, stated that this year’s 
review focused on loan and Other Real 
Estate Owned (OREO) documentation, and 
a review of merger accounting entries. 

Irene Wruskyj reported for the 
Nominating Committee, whose members 
represent the three primary Ukrainian 
youth organizations: the Ukrainian 
American Youth Association, the Ukrainian 
Democratic Youth Association and Plast 
Ukrainian Scouting Organization. The 
Nominating Committee presented a slate of 
three individuals to serve as directors: Mr. 
Watral, Roman Yatskovskyy and John 
Oharenko. These three board members 
were re-elected unanimously. 

President/CEO Kutnyy then presented 
the budget for 2019, which was approved 
as read. As there were no further questions 
or comments from the floor, Mr. Kos ended 
the simulcast, saying farewell to members 
in New Jersey. 

Community greetings followed in 
Chicago. Representatives from Ukrainian 

Churches included Bishop Benedict of the 
Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy, and clergy 
from St. Nicholas Cathedral, Ss. Volodymyr 
and Olha Parish, St. Joseph Church in 
Chicago and Immaculate Conception 
Church in Palatine. Cultural organizations 
thanking Selfreliance FCU for its assistance 
included the Ukrainian National Museum 
and the Ukrainian Institute of Modern Art. 
Representatives from the aforementioned 
Ukrainian youth organizations of Chicago 
and Palatine, as well as the Ukrainian Youth 
Camping Organization and the Pobratymy 
Foundation spoke. Academic institutions 
addressing the assembly included the 
Ukrainian Catholic Education Foundation, 
St. Nicholas Cathedral School and the Vasyl 
Stus Ukrainian School. Community organi-
zations whose representatives spoke 
before the assembly included the 
Organization for the Defense of Four 
Freedoms for Ukraine and its Women’s 
Association, as well as the Ukrainian 
Congress Committee of America in Illinois 
and the Ukrainian Public Organization 
Orange Wave.

The Board of Directors of Selfreliance 
Federal Credit Union for 2019 is composed 
of: Mr. Kos, chairman; Mr. Watral, treasurer; 
Oleh Karawan, first vice-chair; Oresta 
Fedyniak, second vice-chair; Ihor Laszok, 
third vice-chair; Mr. Wojtychiw, fourth vice-
chair and secretary; Christina Kozij, Mr. 
Oharenko, and Mr. Yatskovskyy, members; 
and John Pawlyk, honorary member. 

The New Jersey Advisory Board for 2019 
comprises: Ms. Twardowsky-Vincent, chair-
woman; Mr. Ciapka, vice-chair; Ms. Agne, 
Secretary; Andrew Hrechak, Olha Ilnicki, 
Mr. Koziupa, Ihor Laszok and Michael 
Szpyhulsky, members.

Selfreliance FCU’s Annual Report is 
available on the credit union’s website, 
www.selfreliance.com. For current infor-
mation, readers may follow the credit 
union on Facebook. 

SFCU Marketing/PR Department

Selfreliance Federal Credit Union’s New Jersey Advisory Committee at the annual 
meeting in Whippany (from left): Michael Szpyhulsky, Michael Koziupa, Irene Agne, 

Daria Twardowsky-Vincent, Orest Ciapka and Andriy Hrechak. 

Selfreliance FCU

Outgoing President/CEO Bohdan Watral 
presents the credit union financial report 

for 2018. 
President/CEO Vitaly Kutnyy introduces 

the budget for 2019. 

the second floor of the building that extend-
ed to the roof area, said Mr. Verbeek. 
Emergency units from local police and EMS 
were also called to the scene.

The situation was immediately upgrad-
ed to a multiple-alarm fire that brought 
additional resources from across the city. 
Crews simultaneously fought the fire while 
conducting search and rescue operations. 
Once inside, crews had to be pulled from 
the second floor due to unsafe conditions 
and structural concerns.

An investigation is being conducted by 
the Ontario Fire Marshal to determine 
where and how the fire began. No signs of 
arson were detected.

Ms. Zariczniak said there are a few other 
venues in Hamilton where Ukrainians and 
the community at large will be able to hold 
their events in the meantime.

Buduchnist Credit Union has extended 
its support for the Ukrainian Canadian 
community of Hamilton.

The Ukrainian Canadian Congress 
National President Alexandra Chyczij issued 
a statement in response to the tragedy:

“This morning many of us woke up to 
the news that the Hamilton Ukrainian 

Cultural Centre had suffered a terrible fire 
overnight. While it is fortunate no one was 
injured, the building was devastated. 

“The entire Ukrainian Canadian family 
stands with the Hamilton Ukrainian 
Canadian community today. Buildings like 
this are more than the bricks: they bring 
communities together. For many of us, they 
become a second home. 

“For many, this building is associated 
with cherished memories of christenings, 
weddings, New Year’s balls, and other cele-
brations.

“It was home to the Ukrainian Youth 
Association (CYM), the League of Ukrainian 
Canadians, Svitanok Women’s Choir, the 

Taras Shevchenko Ukrainian Language 
School, and previously to bandura music, 
art and dance groups.

“The UCC will be offering all possible 
assistance to the community in Hamilton as 
its works through this difficult moment and 
starts to plan next steps. We are heartened 
that multiple organizations in Hamilton 
have already reached out to offer facilities 
as a temporary home to the rich communi-
ty activity we have come to know at 241 
Kenilworth Avenue — or, as many in 
Hamilton called it, ‘Dvista-Sorok-Odyn.’ ”

Sources: Canadian Broadcasting Corpor-
ation and the Ukrainian Canadian Congress.

(Continued from page 1)

Fire destroys...
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Binghamton remembers victims of April 2009 mass killing at American Civic Association
BINGHAMTON, N.Y. – On April 3, families 

of the 13 victims of the April 3, 2009, mass 
killing at the American Civic Association 
gathered at the ACA building in 
Binghamton, N.Y., at 10:30 a.m., the esti-
mated time of the shooting ten years ago. 
They came to attend a tribute to those 
killed by a deranged gunman (who also 
shot himself) and for a vigil service.

Families stood before the Binghamton 
ACA Memorial, on the corner of Front and 
Clinton streets, to mark the 10th anniversa-
ry of the tragedy. The monument’s center 
has a broken tree stump and 13 birds 

ascending in flight; it is surrounded by 13 
plaques – one for each victim, including 
Ukrainian American Maria “Mima” Koropey 
Zobniw.

The program started with a prayer by 
the Rev. Theodor Czabala, pastor of Sacred 
Heart Ukrainian Catholic Church. Mayor 
Richard David served as the master of cere-
monies. Matthew T. Ryan, who was mayor 
at the time of the shooting, highlighted the 
events of that tragic day and spoke of cur-
rent plans for this monument. 

After Dr. Jeff King spoke of his mother, 
Roberta, Oresta Zobniw Lisowsky remem-

bered her mother, Ms. Zobniw, the first vic-
tim of the mass killing, with the Ukrainian 
folk song “Cranes” (“Chuyesh Brate Miy”). 
The ACA memorial is reminiscent of that 
Ukrainian folk song, which was sung by 
Eugene Czebiniak, choir director at Sacred 
Heart Church. 

An active member of Sacred Heart 
Ukrainian Catholic Church, a Ukrainian 
school teacher, a member of Plast Ukrainian 
Scouting Organization, president of the 
Binghamton branch of the Ukrainian National 
Women’s League of America, secretary of 
the local chapter of the Ukrainian Congress 

Committee of America, Ms. Zobniw was the 
organizer of many public exhibits and pro-
grams aimed at informing the public about 
Ukrainians. She took personal pride in orga-
nizing Ukrainian Independence Day celebra-
tions at Binghamton City Hall. She reached 
out to serve the broader immigrant commu-
nity at the American Civic Association.

The memorial events were widely cov-
ered by the local media, including the 
Binghamton newspaper Press & Sun-
Bulletin, which published news stories and 
articles over the course of five days, and all 
area news channels.

Oresta Zobniw Lisowsky speaks about her mother, Maria Zobniw, the first victim of 
the mass killing that took place on April 3, 2009.

Maria Zobniw’s daughter Zoriana Zobniw Nehrebeckyj arranges a Ukrainian flag 
and flowers before the plaque honoring her mother, one of 13 people killed in a mass 

shooting in Binghamton, N.Y., 10 years ago.

Richard Bell

NEW YORK – On Thursday, March 22, St. 
George Academy (SGA) students participat-
ed in the first ever Heritage Concert, where 
they showcased to the local community the 
diverse cultures that make up SGA. 

Organized and arranged by SGA ESL 
teacher Iryna Chuyan, the program includ-
ed performances that represented the 
Ukrainian, African American, Latino and 
Chinese cultures. Each culture offered 
something unique and exciting. 

African American students read excerpts 
from Martin Luther King Jr.’s famous 
speech “I Have a Dream” and performed 
modern dance which they learned as part 
of SGA’s new afterschool program. Latino 

students read poetry and shared the contri-
butions of the many famous Latino celebri-
ties, Chinese students shared traditional 
Chinese music and Ukrainian students sang 
stirring cultural favorites by Volodymyr 
Ivasiuk and Taras Shevchenko. 

The finale of the show included several 
beautiful arrangements performed by solo-
ists and the schoolwide SGA Choir, conduct-
ed by Anya Bachynska and Principal Andrij 
Stasiw. The last song, a modern piece by 
Tina Karol, “Ukraine is You,” had the stu-
dents and audience dancing. 

Due to its great success and a strong turn-
out from the community, the Heritage Concert 
is slated to become an annual event at SGA.

by Peter T. Woloschuk

JAMAICA PLAIN, Mass. – For the past 15 
years, a dozen women members of the 
Boston Branch of the Ukrainian American 
Youth Association (UAYA) have been gath-
ering in their local “domivka” (club house) 
every Sunday after the sung liturgy for five 
or six hours to write pysanky from 
Meatfare Sunday until the fifth Sunday of 
the Great Fast. They do so in anticipation of 
the annual pysanka raffle and sale that is 
always held on new calendar Palm, or 
Willow, Sunday at Christ the King 
Ukrainian Catholic Parish Center. This year 
they decorated approximately 300 eggs.

In addition to writing these pysanky, a 
few of the women, Olha Banadyga Baryska, 
Marijka Zozula, Jaime Zozula and Anna 

Nosal, conducted a number of workshops 
for the children of the branch and spent a 
day with the students of the local School of 
Ukrainian Studies (Ridna Shkola).  Ms. 
Banadyga Baryska also spent a day with the 
Saturday School of the Croatian communi-
ty, and a number of the women also con-
ducted classes for the local non-Ukrainian 
community as well. 

 “We always hold the event on Palm or 
Willow Sunday according to the new calen-
dar because it comes first,” Ms. Banadyga 
Baryska explained, “and this way people 
who celebrate Easter according to either 
calendar have an opportunity to get 
pysanky for their celebration.”

The women raised almost $3,000 from 

St. George Academy celebrates 
diversity with heritage concert

Boston UAYA holds 15th annual pysanka raffle

St. George Academy students together with Father Emilian Dorosh, OSBM, pastor of 
St. George Ukrainian Catholic Church, and Principal Andrij Stasiw.

Some of the Ukrainian American Youth Association’s pysanky makers: (front row, 
from left) Slavia Szczudluk, Anna Nosal, Olha Banadyga Baryska, Stephanie Majkut, 

(back row) Marijka Zozula, Marijka Fedynyshyn Saxe and Marijka Karapetian.

(Continued on page 20)

Stephanie Fedynyshyn
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Lomachenko crushes Crolla with KO in fourth
by Ihor N. Stelmach

The neon lasers beaming downward 
from the ceiling made the Staples Center 
boxing ring appear as if it was protected by 
a high-tech security system. Some thought 
this prefight display was designed to sub-
liminally reinforce a thought boxing pro-
moters tried to implant in the public con-
sciousness: Vasiliy Lomachenko is a master 
of the sport.

The confrontation that transpired on 
Friday night, April 12, in Los Angeles, defi-
nitely confirmed Lomachenko’s stylistic 
singularity – his fluid hands, his light feet, 
his coordinated movements – together 
comprising an aesthetic beauty that divert-
ed attention from the damage he was 
inflicting on his opponent.

Pound-for-pound king Lomachenko was 
a huge favorite to retain his unified WBA 
and WBO titles against mandatory chal-
lenger Anthony Crolla. He did exactly that 
in a most dominant manner, knocking out 
Crolla face-first with a right hand in the 
fourth round of Top Rank Boxing’s main 
event before a crowd of 10,101 fans.

It was a fight Lomachenko (13-1, 10 KO) 
did not really want, but took because it was 
mandatory. The two-time Olympic gold 
medalist had unified two 135-pound belts 
with his one-sided decision over Jose 
Pedraza (25-1, 12 KO) of Puerto Rico last 
December, a bout less than seven months 
after he had torn the labrum in his right 
shoulder in his lightweight title win over 

Jorge Linares (10-1, 8 KO) of Venezuela in 
May 2018. Lomachenko’s shoulder was not 
back to 100 percent against Pedraza, but 
was good versus Crolla.

Lomachenko’s performance against 
Crolla was super impressive.

“He’s fantastic, unbelievable. I’ve never 
seen a fighter of that size be at that level, 
and I’ve been doing this over 50 years,” said 
To p  Ra n k  c h a i r m a n  B o b  A r u m , 
Lomachenko’s promoter, in a post-fight 
ESPN interview. “It’s almost breathtaking.”

Lomachenko had originally expected to 
further unify the division by facing fellow 
belt holder Richard Commey (28-2, 25 KO) 
of Ghana, a winner over Isa Chaniev (13-2, 6 
KO) of Russia on February 2. Unfortunately 
Commey injured his right hand in the 
Chaniev knockout, making him unavailable 
for several weeks, dropping Crolla into the 
matchup. Lomachenko should get his turn 
with Commey later in the year.

The 31-year-old lefty started the fight 
methodically stalking his challenger, look-
ing for any opening. Eventually he began 
landing his right jab, mixing in a few shots 
to the body of the Englishman. Meanwhile 
the 30-year-old Crolla (34-7-3, 13 KO) 
hardly threw any punches, constantly 
retreating against the slicker Ukrainian.

Round two saw Lomachenko let loose 
some combinations before hurting him 
with an uppercut that rocked Crolla’s head 
backward in a dominant display of attack-
ing his challenger.

Lomachenko enjoyed a huge third 

round, landing punches from all angles as if 
in a sparring match. A barrage of straight 
left hands and body shots did major dam-
age, with one shot knocking Crolla hard 
into the ropes. Referee Jack Reiss called a 
knockdown since the ropes were responsi-
ble for keeping Crolla on his feet. 
Lomachenko, most in the crowd and some 
boxing officials thought Reiss had waved off 
the fight and began celebrating a bit prema-
turely. The ring was cleared, the fight 
resumed only to have the third round end.

The showcase ended at 58 seconds of 
the fourth round, with Lomachenko throw-
ing a left hand followed by an explosive 
right hook to the side of Crolla’s head. 
Crolla first dropped to his knees, then went 
down face-first. Reiss started a count, but 
waved it off at three, giving Lomachenko 
the dominating win. His dominance was 
illustrated by the CompuBox punch statis-
tics: Lomachenko landed 72 of 249 shots 
(29 percent) while Crolla landed 12 of 96 
(13 percent).

The superior performance, however, 
failed to answer the question of exactly how 
good is Lomachenko. Is his style a gimmick, 
full of unorthodox movements which con-
fuse mediocre competition, but would not 
be as effective against big-time opponents?

What Lomachenko needs to prove – that 
he is truly an all-time great – just may be 
out of his control. He needs big-time oppo-
nents. Muhammad Ali was defined by Joe 
Frazier, Sugar Ray Leonard by Thomas 
Hearns. Lomachenko by…Crolla?

Lomachenko is aware of his position, 
which is why he continues to ask for a fight 
against fellow lightweight champion Mikey 
Garcia (39-1, 30 KO) of the U.S.A., a boxer 
comparable to him in ability. This may not 
happen because Garcia scaled up two 
weight classes for his own career-defining 
fight against Errol Spence (24-0, 21 KO) of 
the U.S.A. (Garcia lost) and may not be able 
to return to the 135-pound class. Garcia 
also has a bad history with Top Rank, his 
former promoter, making it unlikely the 
two would work together in the future.

Lomachenko is already stretching him-
self out for greater challenges, by his own 
admission claiming he should be fighting in 
the 130-pound junior lightweight division, 
not the 135-pound category in which he 
crushed Crolla.

Lomachenko was extremely entertain-
ing, battering still another lightweight chal-
lenger, putting on quite a show. He did not 
prove he was worthy of mention alongside 
the best boxers who ever lived. Let’s hope 
he gets that chance.

On the horizon are fellow belt holders 
Commey (28-2, 25 KO) and Garcia, 21-year-
old prospect Teofimo Lopez (12-0, 10 KO) 
of the U.S.A. and fellow gold medalist Luke 
Campbell (20-2, 16 KO) of Great Britain, 
who is Garcia’s mandatory challenger.

“I want to fight with Mikey Garcia, but 
we’ll see. I don’t know,” Lomachenko said 
after defeating Crolla. “I stay at 135 as long 
as it’s possible, and I want to unify all [the] 
titles.”

Lightweight WBA and WBO champion Vasyl Lomachenko wins by fourth-round knockout against Anthony Crolla of Great Britain on April 12 in Los Angeles.
Mikey Williams or Ed Mulholland/Top Rank



No. 16THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY      SUNDAY, APRIL 21, 201914

be held in detention until either July 24 or 
July 26. On November 25, 2018, Russian 
Coast Guard vessels fired on and seized 
three Ukrainian Navy vessels and their 
crews while they were on their way from 
the Black Sea to the Ukrainian port of 
Mariupol, on the Sea of Azov. Moscow 
accuses them of illegal entry into Russian 
territorial waters, which they deny, and they 
are formally charged with illegal border 
crossing. The incident increased tension 
over the Kerch Strait, which is the sole pas-
sage from the Black Sea to the Sea of Azov. 
The strait runs between Russia and Crimea, 
the Ukrainian peninsula that Russia seized 
in March 2014 after sending in troops and 
staging a referendum deemed illegitimate 
by Kyiv, the United States and a total of at 
least 100 countries. Western leaders have 
demanded that Russia release the seamen 
and the incident has led to the imposition of 
additional sanctions on Russia. (RFE/RL’s 

Russian Service, with reporting by Current 
Time and RIA Novosti)

President arrives for debate, challenger doesn’t

Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko 
went to Kyiv’s Olimpiyskiy Stadium on April 
14 for a presidential election debate, but his 
challenger didn’t show up after a disagree-
ment about the timing. Mr. Poroshenko 
faces Volodymyr Zelensky in Ukraine’s pres-
idential runoff on April 21. Both candidates 
have agreed to hold a debate, but disagreed 
on the date, with Mr. Zelensky insisting that 
it should take place on April 19. Mr. 
Poroshenko, accompanied by his wife and 
children, walked inside a glass-encased 
room sandwiched between the stadium and 
the adjacent hotel where dozens of journal-
ists were waiting. He took to the stage, with 
the moderator off to the side. “It was not me 
who proposed the site of the event, it was a 
certain man,” Mr. Poroshenko told the audi-
ence, standing next to an empty lectern 
bearing Zelensky’s name. He then 
addressed his opponent, saying, “I know 
you’re watching,” and added, ironically, that 

Mr. Zelensky must be having a rest after his 
trip to Paris where he met French President 
Emmanuel Macron. Mr. Poroshenko also 
called on Zelensky to show up at the stadi-
um, saying that otherwise he would invite 
him to a televised debate every day. “Don’t 
be afraid. A debate is nothing horrible,” he 
said. Asked by a reporter if he would coop-
erate with Mr. Zelensky if the latter won the 
presidency, Mr. Poroshenko replied, “If, God 
forbid, he were to be elected, that would still 
be the choice of the Ukrainian people and I 
would respect that choice.” About 2,000 
people stood outside the stadium to listen 
to a broadcast of Mr. Poroshenko’s state-
ments and his answers to journalists’ ques-
tions. The president later led them into the 
stadium where they sang the national 
anthem. (RFE/RL, with reporting by 
Christopher Miller in Kyiv and RFE/RL’s 
Ukrainian Service)

Rivals meet French, German leaders

Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko 
traveled on April 12 to Berlin and Paris to 
seek international support ahead of the 
April 21 runoff. His challenger Volodymyr 
Zelensky traveled only to Paris, where he 
met French President Emmanuel Macron, 
who separately met with Mr. Poroshenko as 
well. In Berlin, Mr. Poroshenko met with 
German Chancellor Angela Merkel who 
praised the “very close relations” her coun-
try has built with Ukraine in recent years. 
At a joint news conference, Ms. Merkel 
deflected a question about the impression 
that she favors Mr. Poroshenko in the elec-
tion. She said that she is in “permanent con-
tact” with the incumbent. Her spokesman, 
Steffen Seibert, said a meeting with Mr. 

Zelensky “is not planned at present.” The 
German chancellor said, “We have built 
very close relations in the last few years” 
and added that “implementing democratic 
change is a complicated process. ...Ukraine 
has made progress here, but certainly is not 
at the end of the road.” Germany, France, 
and Ukraine are part of the so-called 
Normandy Format of countries seeking a 
resolution to the conflict in eastern Ukraine, 
where Russia-backed separatists are fight-
ing against Kyiv government forces. Russia 
is the fourth country in the format, which 
has not held talks in two years. “We must 
continue on this path, because it is the only 
one I can see on which we can really make 
progress,” Ms. Merkel said, adding that she 
favors continuing four-way talks involving 
Ukraine, Russia, Germany and France. 
“There have been successes in some areas, 
but a great deal of work remains to be done 
on many things, so Germany will continue – 
independently of the outcome of the elec-
tion – to support the positive and good 
development of Ukraine,” Ms. Merkel said. 
Mr. Poroshenko said he would be prepared 
to hold a summit “immediately after the 
election.” He later met with Mr. Macron in 
Paris, after which he released pictures on 
social media of himself and a smiling 
French president looking comfortable and 
close together on the steps of the Elysee 
Palace. “Happy to meet with Ukraine’s sin-
cere friend,” Mr. Poroshenko wrote on 
Twitter. Mr. Macron first hosted comic actor 
Mr. Zelensky, who told journalists that his 
meeting with the French president was 
held in a “very nice, warm atmosphere.” Mr. 

(Continued on page 15)
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KULINSKI MEMORIALS
809 SOUTH MAIN STREET • MANVILLE, NJ 08835

TEL. 908-722-3130
TOLL FREE 800-458-5467

FAX 908-253-0027
kulinskimemorials@msn.com

• Serving Ukrainian families for over 60 years
• Over 40 granite colors to choose from
• Custom etchings
• House appointments available
• Serving the tri-state area
• 5 minutes from South Bound Brook, NJ

PROFESSIONALS

TO PLACE YOUR AD CALL WALTER HONCHARYk (973) 292-9800 x3040
or e-mail adukr@optonline.net

SERVICES

OPPORTUNITIES

Earn Extra incomE!
The Ukrainian Weekly is looking 

for advertising sales agents.
For additional information contact  

Walter Honcharyk, Advertising Manager,  
The Ukrainian Weekly, 973-292-9800, ext 3040.

WANT IMPACT?
Run your advertisement here, 

in The Ukrainian Weekly’s 
CLASSIFIEDS section.

МАРІЯ ДРИЧ
Ліцензований Продавець

Страхування Життя
МАRІA DRICH

Licensed Life Insurance Agent 
  Ukrainian National Assn., Inc.

2200 Route 10, Parsippany, NJ 07054
Tel.: 973-292-9800 ext. 3035

e-mail: mdrich@unamember.com

HELP WANTED

Live-in caregiver needed for my mother
in Silver Spring MD. Near churches, 
thriving Ukrainian community, nice 
home. Experience/patience with AZ 
preferred. 

Ukicaregiverneeded@gmail.com 
or 617-566-1996

A third reason for the suspect’s release is 
the “unwillingness of individual judges to 
carry out their work,” Mr. Lutsenko said. 

He added that the PGO “insists” it has 
“sufficient evidence” of Ms. Savchenko and 
Mr. Ruban “committing the crimes.”

In court on April 15, Ms. Savchenko 
implied in her statement that her confine-
ment had been unlawful: “I wish freedom 
to each (person), who has been detained 
illegally. I do not violate the rules… I am not 
going to flee abroad, because I am a hero of 
Ukraine. And for me Ukraine is not just a 
word. I will fight for Ukraine.”

She has since been ejected from the 
Verkhovna Rada’s National Security and 
Defense Committee, where she had access 
to state secrets. Ms. Savchenko was also 
expelled from the Ukrainian delegation to 
the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council 
of Europe and the Batkivshchyna Party that 
is headed by ex-Prime Minister Yulia 
Tymoshenko. 

The lawmaker is a trained military avia-
tor with the rank of lieutenant who spent 
709 days in Russian captivity after she was 
captured in spring 2014 while fighting with 
the Aidar volunteer battalion in Luhansk 
Oblast. On May 25, 2016, Russia released 
her in exchange for a Russian captain and 
sergeant who were captured in eastern 

Ukraine. Russia’s Defense Ministry had not 
acknowledged ties to Cpt. Yevgeny 
Yerofeyev and Sgt. Aleksandr Aleksandrov. 

Russia still denies any involvement in 
the Donbas war despite overwhelming and 
mounting evidence to the contrary. More 
than 13,000 people have been killed since 
Moscow’s invasion of the easternmost 
Luhansk and Donetsk oblasts in April 2014, 
following its illegal annexation of the 
Crimea a month earlier

(Continued from page 1)

Defective...

Nadiya Savchenko, a former military 
pilot and national deputy, was released 
from custody on April 15, but she still 
faces charges of plotting a coup and ter-

rorist acts. 

Facebook/Nadiya Savchenko
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Zelensky added, “The meeting was very 
constructive. I met a leader of a united 
Europe. I liked it. The meeting was con-
structive. We discussed the most important 
issues for Ukrainian society and for 
Ukraine.” His campaign chief, Ivan Bakanov, 
told AFP that the two discussed the conflict 
in eastern Ukraine, corruption, economic 
reforms and, “of course, the second-round 
runoff.” (RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service, based 
on reporting by Reuters, AFP, DPA and AP)

Poroshenko creates anti-corruption court

Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko, 
who has been repeatedly accused of turn-
ing a blind eye to corruption, has ordered 
the creation of a special anti-corruption 
court. “By setting up the anti-corruption 
court, we are completing the creation of an 
independent anti-corruption infrastruc-
ture,” Mr. Poroshenko said on April 11 dur-
ing an official ceremony in Kyiv where he 
signed a decree to appoint judges to the 
new High Anti-Corruption Court. “Today... 
38 new judges will take up their duties in a 
completely new court,” the president said. 
The creation of the court has been a long-
time demand of both the United States and 
the European Union. Mr. Poroshenko has 
been accused of failing to tackle graft or 
rein in influential magnates. The exposure 
of a military embezzlement scheme that 
allegedly involved top Poroshenko associ-
ates as well as a factory controlled by the 
president has badly dented his popularity. 
Mr. Poroshenko has denied any links to the 
scheme. The creation of the High Anti-
Corruption Court comes ahead of the April 
21 presidential runoff where Mr. 
Poroshenko will be facing comic actor 
Volodymyr Zelensky who has a command-
ing lead in some polls. (RFE/RL, based on 
reporting by AP and Interfax)

More soldiers killed in action

Ukraine says one of its soldiers was 
killed and eight others wounded in clashes 
with Russia-backed separatists in eastern 
Ukraine in April 12. The Ukrainian Defense 
Ministry said separatist fighters fired 
machine guns, anti-tank missiles, and gre-
nade launchers, violating a cease-fire 20 
times in a 24-hour period. Earlier, on April 
8, the Ministry of Defense reported that one 
member of the Ukrainian Armed Forces was 
killed in action and three service members 
were wounded in action. A day earlier, one 
Ukrainian service member was wounded in 
action. On April 5 and 6 the Russian-
terrorist forces opened fire 31 times on 
Ukrainian positions in the Luhansk and 
Donetsk sectors, using heavy weapons in 17 
instances. Three Ukrainian service mem-
bers were killed in action and two were 

wounded in action. Ukraine’s Ministry of 
Defense also reported that during the week 
of March 29 to April 4, three Ukrainian ser-
vice members were killed and 12 service 
members were wounded in action. Since 
April 2014, some 13,000 people have been 
killed in fighting between Kyiv’s forces and 
Russia-backed separatists who control parts 
of the Donetsk and Luhansk regions. 
(Ukrainian Canadian Congress Daily 
Briefing, RFE/RL) 

Car rams Ukrainian Embassy vehicle

London police fired gunshots at a man 
who rammed into a diplomatic car parked 
outside Ukraine’s Embassy, and then tried 
to drive into officers. Metropolitan Police 
said on April 13 that officers also fired Taser 
stun guns at the man, who was then arrest-
ed without injury. Police said the incident 
was not considered terrorist-related, and 
that several other cars parked on the street 
near the Embassy, in London’s Holland Park 
neighborhood, had also been hit. In a state-
ment, the Embassy of Ukraine said the car 
belonged to the ambassador and that no 
Embassy staff were injured. The Embassy 
identified the car as the ambassador’s offi-
cial vehicle, and said it had been parked in 
front of the diplomatic post. The Evening 
Standard newspaper reported that the 
street leading to the Embassy, in the 
Holland Park neighborhood of London, had 
been cordoned off. (RFE/RL) 

Drop in Russian support for annexation

The share of Russians who consider the 
annexation of Ukraine’s Crimean peninsula 
to be useful has fallen from 67 percent in 
the spring of 2015 to 39 percent now, 
according to the results of a Public Opinion 
Foundation poll released on the occasion of 
the fifth anniversary of Vladimir Putin’s sig-
nature achievement ,  the Crimean 
Anschluss. And while the percentage saying 
that this action was harmful rose only from 
5 percent to 7 percent, those saying that the 
pluses and minuses were nearly equal rose 
from 15 percent in 2015 to 39 percent now, 
hardly the verdict the Kremlin would like 
Russians to have on this event. According to 
the Newsru agency, sociologists say that this 
pattern reflects the fact that even those who 
passionately supported Mr. Putin’s actions 
early on have begun to feel the impact of 
sanctions and of Moscow’s spending on 
Crimea rather than on the needs of the rest 
of the country. The scholars with whom 
Newsru consulted say that “the initial 
euphoria from the annexation of Crimea led 
to a growth of collective self-assessment, 
pride, patriotic self-respect, and at the same 
time to ‘the growth of unaccountable con-
certs and a cloudy understanding that the 
growing confrontation between Russia and 
the U.S. and Russia and NATO can lead to 
the outbreak of a real major war.” (Paul 
Goble in Window on Eurasia)

(Continued from page 14)
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The Executive Committee 
of the 

Ukrainian National Association 
regrets to announce 

to the members of the General Assembly, 
to members of UNA Branch 125 

and to the UNA membership-at-large, that 

Gloria Paschen
(February 10, 1927 – March 28, 2019)

Secretary of Branch 125, Chicago, IL, passed away on March 28, 2019. 

Mrs. Paschen was a proud Branch Secretary for 46 years. 
She was also a long time UNA Advisor. From 1982 to 1994 held 

a position of the UNA Supreme Vice-Presidentess.

The Executive Committee and the entire UNA membership 
wish to express their deepest sympathy 

to daughters Barbara Paschen and Catherine Evans, 
and to many grandchildren and great grandchildren.

Mrs. Paschen was a very active and long-time supporter 
of the UNA. Her dedication to the Ukrainian National 

Association will not be forgotten.

Вічна Їй пам’ять!

scandals involving leaks of personal infor-
mation in Ukraine. So, who will secure such 
important information from Russian and 
internal hackers – I do not know,” Mr. 
Lisovskyi explains.

The risks are always the same, whether 
on paper or online voting form, according 
to the ex-leader of Logitech in Ukraine, 
Maksym Prazdnykov.

“In any case, a two-step procedure will 
be required – the first step is to identify the 
voter and anonymize her vote; in the sec-
ond step, the same should be done for the 
candidates. If simplified, it is, in essence, a 
digital analog of voting by mail already tak-
ing place in many countries,” Mr. 
Prazdnykov explained.

The voting process on paper is the safest 
for Ukrainian conditions, Mr. Lisovskyi said. 
According to him, even in other parts of the 
world, as for example in the U.S.A., there is 
a discussion about returning to the most 
common form of voting.

The electronic form of voting is where 
the polling station has a special voting 
method allowing people to vote via elec-
tronic signature.

“It’s difficult in the Ukrainian context. 
The first risk is that, in remote village poll-
ing stations, there may be no elementary 
heat or light, nor specially trained people to 
provide the necessary equipment. The sec-
ond risk is that nobody can guarantee that 
while this technology stays two or three 
days at the polling station, it won’t be 
hijacked by somebody installing malicious 
software in it,” Mr. Lisovskiy noted.

Another possibility is online voting, 
where a person can vote from anywhere via 
a phone. Such a model works successfully in 
Estonia, and the voter has the opportunity 
to change his mind several times during the 
election day. Mr. Lisovskyi said he believes 
this could become a real danger in Ukraine. 
“There are several risks: a technological one, 
because there must be people who check 
whether the system has been interfered 
with. Another risk is that the system will 
become just another opportunity for falsifi-
cation or bribery,” he commented.

According to Ihor Reshetnyak, an analyst 
at European Pravda who researched how 
Ukrainians voted abroad, the second rea-
son for the low turnout in the elections can 
be the low level of trust in state institutions 
and an aversion towards consular services 
in general. The situation is complicated by 

constant suggestions coming in from 
Ukrainian political discussions on addition-
al taxation for migrant workers and pun-
ishment for dual citizenship.

Another important factor, according to 
Mr. Reshetnyak, is the small number of poll-
ing stations for the foreign constituency. 
According to the Central Election 
Commission, 101 polling stations were 
operating on the election day on March 31: 
47 large (more than 1,500 voters), 15 medi-
um (500-1,500 voters) and 39 small (up to 
500 voters).

A large polling station is designed to 
handle around 4,000 people. This limita-
tion became apparent in Warsaw, where a 
few minutes before the official closing time 
of the polling station there were still many 
people waiting outdoors. The ambassador 
of Ukraine in Poland, Andriy Deshchytsia, 
personally intervened in the situation. He 
allowed people to enter the territory of the 
Embassy and only then were the doors of 
the polling office closed.

Consequently, arithmetical calculations 
show that the maximum number of voters 
who could vote is about 250,000, not 
430,000 as entered in the state election 
register nor even the 6 million, as shown by 
state statistics, Mr. Reshetnyak noted.

According to Ukraine’s election law, poll-
ing stations can be organized only on the 
territory of consulates, but not at honorary 
consulates.

“Compared to 2014, Ukraine has closed 
nine diplomatic missions around the world. 
This has definitely led to a lower number 
[of voters] compared to 2014,” Ms. 
Panchenko, coordinator of EuroMaidan-
Warsaw said.

The first round of the presidential election 
only proved the long-known truth that every 
vote is important and can completely change 
the trajectory of the country’s development. 
Therefore, there are several urgent issues 
that need to be addressed in the near future 
in order not to lose contact with Ukraine’s 
citizens, both throughout the world and in 
temporarily lost Ukrainian territories.

Increasing the number of polling sta-
tions abroad, simplifying the procedure for 
inclusion on the electoral rolls and, as far as 
possible, adopting alternative voting meth-
ods are steps that should be taken.

Unfortunately, the latest pre-election 
debate shows that neither the candidates 
nor their election headquarters intend to 
deal with this before the second round of 
the presidential election. Only time will tell 
if it will be looked at before the parliamen-
tary elections in October.

(Continued from page 7)

Only 1% of diaspora...

classified nearly all reports on nuclear and 
conventional power accidents, breakdowns 
and contaminations of any severity.

The New York Times reporter Esther B. 
Fein noted: 

“A decree so sharply curtailing the pow-
ers of the press is especially startling in the 
atmosphere of glasnost, or candor, that has 
been encouraged in the four-year leader-
ship of Mikhail S. Gorbachev. 

“The directive comes at a time when the 
government has been trying to promote the 
use of atomic energy amid the growth of an 
anti-nuclear movement born of fear that 
the full truth about what happened at 
Chornobyl is yet to be revealed.”

It was not clear if the directive would 
affect reporting by foreign journalists, but 

the curbs included the transmission of pro-
hibited materials abroad. The directive cov-
ered prohibitions on reporting about fail-
ures and fires at power plants or construc-
tion sites, and on accidents that caused 
damage, death and even “non-catastrophic 
environmental contamination.”

At the time, reports of radiation-related 
birth defects in the contaminated areas of 
Ukraine and Belarus in the Soviet press 
were beginning to cause increased anxiety 
among local residents. 

Today, there are documented studies of 
immediate and latent health effects and 
ongoing consequences as a result of the 
Chornobyl disaster.

Sources: “Official rally in Kiev marks 
Chornobyl disaster anniversary,” The 
Ukrainian Weekly, May 7, 1989; “20,000 in Lviv 
recall Chornobyl,” and “Soviets curb release 
of information on accidents at nuclear sta-
tions,” The Ukrainian Weekly, April 30, 1989.

(Continued from page 6)

Turning...
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The Executive Committee 
of the Ukrainian National Association

and the UNA’s newspapers, 
Svoboda and The Ukrainian Weekly 

extend best wishes for a Happy Easter to the leaders of Ukrainian Churches; 
Ukrainian organizations; the UNA General Assembly; District Committees; 

Branches and members; readers of the UNA publications,
as well as Ukrainian communities in the diaspora and Ukraine.

Christ is Risen!  Indeed He is Risen!

Нехaй Божa лaскa 
зійде з небес,

Смaчнa буде Пaскa
Христос Воскрес!

Христос Воскрес! Воістину Воскрес!

КРАЙОВА ПЛАСТОВА СТАРШИНА США

З НАГОДИ СВЯТА ВОСКРЕСІННЯ, 
КРАЙОВА ПЛАСТОВА СТАРШИНА В США 

вітає 
Всіх укрaїнців нa рідних землях і в діяспорі, Ієрархів 

українських церков і духовенство тa Український уряд, 
Проводи Головної Пластової Ради і Головної Булави, 

Крайову Пластову Старшину в усіх країнах, 
де існує Пласт, і всю пластову родину.

вітаємо
 родину в діяспорі і на рідній Батьківщині 

та всіх ближчих і дальших друзів
 та бажаємо радісних свят.

ЗЕНОН, ДОЗЯ і ВІКА КРІСЛАТІ
Христос Воскрес!

ВО СКРЕСІННЯ ХРИС ТОВОГО
ІЗ СВІТЛИМ ПРАЗНИКОМ
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УКРАЇНСЬКИЙ ІНСТИТУТ 
АМЕРИКИ

вітає щирим

ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС!
ВСЕЧЕСНЕ ДУХОВЕНСТВО

УКРАЇНСЬКИХ ЦЕРКОВ,
УПРАВИ ТА ЧЛЕНСТВО ВСІХ 
УКРАЇНСЬКИХ ОРГАНІЗАЦІЙ

І ВСІХ СВОЇХ ЧЛЕНІВ, ПРИЯТЕЛІВ
ТА ЛАСКАВИХ ЖЕРТВОДАВЦІВ.

2 East 79th Sreet, New York, NY 10075
www.ukrainianinstitute.org

З нагоди

СВІТЛОГО ПРАЗНИКА
ВОСКРЕСІННЯ ХРИСТОВОГО

щиро вітаємо

СВОЇХ ЧЛЕНІВ, УКРАЇНСЬКУ ГРОМАДУ, а зокрема
НАЧАЛЬНОГО ПЛАСТУНА, ПЛАСТОВІ ПРОВОДИ,

УПРАВУ ПЛАСТ-ПРИЯТУ, ВСІХ ФУНДАТОРІВ,
ДОБРОДІЇВ та ЖЕРТВОДАВЦІВ

ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС!
ВОІСТИНУ ВОСКРЕС!

ДИРЕКЦІЯ ПЛАСТОВОЇ
ФУНДАЦІЇ В НЮ-ЙОРКУ

Радісних Свят

Воскресіння Христового

родині, приятелям, знайомим,
головному урядові УНСоюзу,
працівникам, управам округ 

та відділів

щиро бажають

Стефан і Святослава Качараї
з родиною

Wishing 

a very Happy Easter 

to all my family and friends.  

Myron Kolinsky

КРАЙОВА УПРАВА СПІЛКИ УКРАЇНСЬКОЇ МОЛОДІ В АМЕРИЦІ

б а ж а є

Ієрархам Українських Церков, Світовій Управі СУМ, 
всім Управам Осередків та Булавам Відділів Юнацтва СУМ, 

членам і прихильникам та 
Українському Народові в Україні і в діаспорі 

мирних і радісних Великодніх Свят.

ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС!       ВОІСТИНУ ВОСКРЕС!
     За Крайову Управу СУМ:
    Адріан Длябога, Голова        Оля Тимуш, Секретар

to family and friends,  
members of the UNA 
General Assembly,

 Branch Secretaries, and all 
UNA employees.

Yuriy and Nataliya 
Symczyk
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C S F C U

ФЕДЕРАЛЬНА КРЕДИТОВА 
КООПЕРАТИВА „САМОПОМІЧ“

у Клівленді, Огайо 
з нагоди

СВІТЛОГО ХРИСТОВОГО ВОСКРЕСІННЯ
в і т а є

Український народ у вільній Україні, Ієрархів і Духовенство Українських 
Церков, Проводи українських організацій в Україні та в діяспорі, 

Українську світову Кооперативну Раду та Централю Українських 
Кооператив Америки, всіх своїх членів та все українське громадянство.

ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС!
Дирекція, Комітети 

й Працівники

21 Silas Deane Highway, Wethersfi eld, CT 06109
Tel.: 800-405-4714 • 860-296-4714 • Fax: 860-296-3499

New Britain, CT Branch
270 Broad Street, New Britain, CT 06053
Tel.: 860-801-6095, Fax: 860-801-6120

Westfi eld, MA 01085
103 North Elm Street, Westfi eld, MA 01085

Tel.: 413-568-4948, Fax: 413-568-4747

 Вже дзвони весняні у серці лунають
 До свят Великодніх приготовляють.
 Бажаєм безгрішно і радісно жити,
 Людей поважати і Богу служити.

А потім по святах про себе подбайте:
Ідіть в Кредитівку та гроші вкладайте.
Пенсійний рахунок Вам всім допоможе
В достатку прожити – любий із Вас може.

ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС!
Запрошуємо Вас і Вашу родину, що мешкають

в околицях Ню-Інґланд, завітати до нашої Кредитівки.
Дозвольте нам полагодити Ваші фінансові справи.

Ukrainian American Coordinating Council
142 Second Avenue, New York, NY 10003

Tel.: (212) 505-1765   •   Fax: (212) 475-8161

Ukrainian American
 Coordinating Council

wishes

all Ukrainian people in Ukraine 
and the diaspora, 

all our members and supporters
a very Happy Easter.

Христос Воскрес!

 
З нагоди 

Христового Воскресіння 
Екзекутива та Рада Директорів

Злученого Українського Американського 
Допомогового Комітету

шле щирий привіт і святочні побажання Ієрархам 
і духовенству Українських Церков, нашим добродіям 

і жертводавцям, членам ЗУАДК-у і всім нашим 
братам і сестрам по цілому світі.

 Нехай Всемогучий Господь обдарує всіх щедрими ласками.

Христос Воскрес!    Воістину Воскрес!

Екзекутива ЗУАДК-у

United Ukrainian American Relief Committee, Inc.
1206 Cottman Ave,  Philadelphia, PA 19111
Tel. 215-728-1630  •  Fax. 215-728-1631

e-mail: uuarc@verizon.net  •  web site: www.uuarc.org

Patriarch Sviatoslav cited four princi-
ples, which until recently have been regard-
ed a success for any society, and today, in 
his opinion, are a security issue. “And these 
four principles are nothing more than 
European values,” stressed the primate.

The first, he said, is the dignity of the 
human person. The dignity of the human 
person is the foundation of European civili-
zation.

The second is the common good. If there 
is no common good, then everything is 
fragmented. There is no state then.

The third is solidarity. Ukraine would not 
have survived in the past five years if people 
were not in solidarity in defending their 
state and in helping the victims of this war.

The fourth is subsidiarity. That is, every-
one is doing his job in his own place, 

according to what he can do, in order to 
achieve the common goal.

Expressing his position on state-build-
ing, Patriarch Sviatoslav focused attention 
on the values   that today are truly a security 
issue for Ukraine, for the whole of Europe 
and even for the world. He added that the 
European aspirations of the Ukrainian peo-
ple have not changed.

The Kyiv Security Forum, at which the 
UGCC patriarch spoke, was launched in 
2007 by Arseniy Yatsenyuk’s Open Ukraine 
Foundation. The forum is an annual event, 
a high-level discussion on topical issues of 
national security, the Black Sea region, 
security issues in Europe and global securi-
ty in the world. The importance of the reli-
gious aspect in the issue of security was 
considered for the first time during this 
year’s Kyiv Security Forum. 

Source: Department of Information of the 
UGCC

(Continued from page 3)

Patriarch...
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UMANA Foundation supports Blood and Bone Marrow Transplant Training in Ukraine
by George Hrycelak

CHICAGO – The Foundation of the 
Ukrainian Medical Association of North 
America (UMANA Foundation) has donated 
$10,000 to support and expand the 
University of Illinois at Chicago (UIC) Blood 
and Bone Marrow Transplant Training pro-
gram (BMT) in Ukraine. This program 
includes the training of Ukrainian physi-
cians and establishment of BMT programs 
in Kyiv and Lviv.

On March 5, Dr. Maria Hrycelak, founda-
tion president, and Dr. George Hrycelak, 
UMANA executive director, met with UIC’s 
Dr.  Damiano Rondelli ,  Dr.  Daniel 
Hryhorczuk, emeritus professor, University 
of Illinois School of Public Health, and Dr. 
Patricia Finn, chair of the Department of 
Medicine, to deliver a $10,000 donation to 
the Global BMT Training Program. 

The UMANA Foundation raises funds 
during the annual Debutantes Banquet and 
Ball held by the UMANA Illinois branch in 
Chicago for a variety of medical educational 
causes. This year’s group of debutantes 
chose to help Ukraine develop its own BMT 
program in view of the lack of such treat-
ment modalities in the country of 45 mil-
lion people. 

Currently, of the approximately 2,000 

Ukrainians who need such therapy annual-
ly, only a few can seek treatment in foreign 
countries at enormous cost. Simply making 
such knowledge and training available on a 
local basis will allow thousands of patients 

access to state-of-the-art therapy close to 
home for many cancer and non-cancer 
diagnoses.

Dr. Maria Hrycelak coordinated efforts 
with UMANA member Dr. Hryhorczuk to 

contact Dr. Rondelli, the Michael Reese 
Professor of Hematology and director of 
the blood and marrow transplant clinic at 
the UIC College of Medicine. Dr. Rondelli 
and his team, having had great success 
instituting BMT programs in Nepal and 
India, considered developing such a pro-
gram in Ukraine. 

According to Dr. Rondelli, “In Kyiv, we 
hope to expand the type of transplants 
offered to include allogenic transplants, 
which allow for cells to be used from a 
donor. In other areas, we want to train doc-
tors and help develop a sustainable trans-
plant infrastructure.”

UMANA Foundation leaders said they 
are excited to offer significant funding to 
help get this program off to an auspicious 
start. The foundation’s president, Dr. Maria 
Hrycelak, stated: “Our foundation feels this 
is much more than good cause. It’s an 
opportunity to make a significant impact 
on the health of Ukrainians, and working 
with the UIC BMT group aligns exactly with 
our mission of medical education.”

The UMANA Foundation looks forward 
to continuing and promoting such educa-
tional endeavors for the benefit of 
Ukrainians worldwide. To support such 
efforts, readers may donate at www.umana.
org.

During the presentation of a donation to the Blood and Bone Marrow Transplant 
Training program from the Foundation of the Ukrainian Medical Association of 
North America, (from left) are: Drs. George Hrycelak, Damiano Rondelli, Maria 

Hrycelak, Daniel Hryhorczuk and Patricia Finn.

UMANA

their pysanka raffle and sale and another 
$1,000 from their kitchen that featured tra-
ditional Ukrainian dishes and pastries.  By 
the end of the day everything had been 
cleared out.

“All of the money raised by this effort 
helps underwrite various charitable under-
takings of our branch,” said Nicholas 
Zozula, an attorney who is president of the 
UAYA branch.  “We annually support the 
Warm Hearts program, which supplies 
winters jackets and coats, hats, gloves, 
knapsacks and school supplies to children 
in Ukraine who either have been displaced 

or orphaned by the Russian invasion of 
Donbas.  We have established a scholarship 
program for our member children here in 
Boston and we underwrite their atten-
dance at summer camp in Ellenville, N.Y.”

He added, “We also support the 
Ukrainian Catholic University and the 
Sunflower of Peace Charity, which builds 
and renovates playgrounds in the Donbas. 
We make donations to the Ukrainian 
churches here in Boston, to the local 
Ukrainian American Veterans branch and 
to Ridna Shkola, and we contribute to the 
charitable requests of UAYA’s headquarters. 
And we have even donated to the produc-
tion of the movie exploring Ukrainian poets 
living in the New York City area in the 
1940s and ’50s.”

(Continued from page 11)

Boston UAYA...

including the platform of the 2014 
Revolution of Dignity and the indepen-
dence of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church. 
As Detector Media observes, according to 
recent polls, a majority of Ukrainians (54 
percent), support the independence of the 
Orthodox Church of Ukraine; 63 percent 
consider Russia to be the aggressor in east-
ern Ukraine; and as of early 2019, 64 per-
cent think that Ukrainian should be the 
country’s only official language.

As Detector Media put it, “the majority 
of the presidential candidates, not just 
Petro Poroshenko, promoted the ideas of 

the Revolution of Dignity, as well as 
Ukrainization of the country and the pro-
tection of sovereign borders.”

As our Task Force website, which main-
tains a running tally of Russian interference 
efforts, shows, Russia attempted to launch 
cyberattacks against the Central Election 
Commission’s (CEC) IT systems during the 
first round of the presidential election cam-
paign on March 31, but the CEC managed to 
thwart these attacks. In addition, Russian 
propagandists predict massive falsification 
in the second round, much as they predict-
ed would happen in the first. Such falsifica-
tion did not materialize on March 31, and 
there is good reason to think that Kremlin-
backed forecasts of gloom and doom for the 
second round will be equally unfounded.

(Continued from page 7)

Ukrainian Election...
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I was strongly impressed by the level of con-
sciousness of these people, the strength of 
their attachment to their past and their 
ancestors – even if they have never been to 
Ukraine. With tremendous tenderness, the 
diaspora maintains every trace of tradition, 
with exemplary devotion following the rites 
that have long been forgotten by many 
Ukrainians in Ukraine. They convey this 
desire to their children and grandchildren, 
who even while being the third or the fourth 
generation of the diaspora, speak Ukrainian.

These people inspired me. The diaspora 
overcomes obstacles of time and distance 
to help implement initiatives in Ukraine, 
organize volunteer help and support Anti-
Terrorist Operation veterans and everyone 
who asks for help. I live in Ukraine and do 
nothing. 

I study, amuse myself and “invest” in my 
future as do thousands of other students. Is 
that enough? In fact, being an educated and 
qualified specialist already means doing a 
lot for your country and for yourself, but 
our time requires more than just caring 
about your own future. Today, everyone 
can influence the development of Ukraine, 
and the least we can do is go to the polls to 
cast our ballots.

For Ukrainians, going to vote is easy, 
because the polling station is in the village/
city. For Ukrainian citizens living abroad, it 
is a long and repeated trip, often to another 
state. Without the support of diaspora peo-
ple and members of the Rochester 
Ukrainian Men’s Wednesday Breakfast 
Club, my goal would never have been real-
ized.

I do not want to use myself as an exam-
ple, to shame people for refusing to vote or, 
God forbid, campaign for a specific candi-

date. I share my experience, with my radi-
cal change of consciousness; I hope that I 
can influence the attitude of people 
towards their civic obligation.

Why do people not vote? Because they 
do not want to support candidates who do 
not share their values and goals. In fact, the 
rejection of elections is also a passive choice 
– a protest against all. What are the conse-
quences of this trend in Ukraine? Do people 
always ignore the elections deliberately? A 
significant sector of the population is, in 
fact, simply not interested in politics or 
believes that it has no relevance (although 
all citizens are affected by politics). Thus, we 
lose the stratum of people who have the 
power to change everything, but do not do it 
because of a lack of consciousness.

My voice does matter. It may be just one 
voice among millions of others, but I know 
that I have done everything I could. I can 
regret my choice, but it’s better to make it 
and regret it, than not to vote and regret it 
anyway. 

This article is about how I was able to 
join the incredible community of people 
who taught me not to stop because of the 
obstacles on the way to my goal. They taught 
me that rejection of others does not always 
mean you are wrong. They taught me to be a 
Ukrainian thousands of miles from Ukraine. 
So now I say: my voice is a symbol, a symbol 
of effort, a symbol of fidelity, a symbol of 
development. You can love Ukraine through 
other actions, however, always remember: 
“Ще не вмерла Україна” (“Ukraine has not 
died”) because of us.

I would like to thank the following for 
their assistance: Nevan Fisher, executive 
director of the Center for International 
Education at Nazareth College; Ihor 
Pasichnyk, rector of the National University 
of Ostroh Academy; and Tamara Denysenko, 
Ukrainian community activist in the 
Rochester area.

(Continued from page 7)

My fi rst vote...
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SUPPLEMENTAL SUMMONS

Index No. 3161/2018

SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK

COUNTY OF ULSTER

KEYBANK NATIONAL ASSOCIATION,

Plaintiff,

-vs-

LYNDA LUKEY A/K/A LYNDA LUKIV A/K/A LUKEY DENYSENKO; UNKNOWN HEIRS OF THE ESTATE OF WLADIMIR 
DENYSENKO A/K/A JUAN WLADIMIR DENYSENKO; UNITED STATES OF AMERICA O/B/O INTERNAL REVENUE 
SERVICE; NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF TAXATION AND FINANCE; THE BOARD OF MANAGERS OF ZOLOTA 
OSIN CONDOMINIUM;»JOHN DOE #1-5» and «JANE DOE #1-5» said names being fictitious, it being the intention 
of Plaintiff to designate any and all occupants, tenants, persons or corporations, if any, having or claiming an 
interest in or lien upon the premises being foreclosed herein,

Defendants. 

Mortgaged Premises:  26 ZOLOTA OSIN ROAD, KERHONKSON, NY 12446

   A/K/A 26 ZOLOTA OSIN, KERHONKSON, NY 12446

TO THE ABOVE NAMED DEFENDANT(S):

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to answer the Complaint in the above entitled action and to serve a copy of your 
Answer on the plaintiff ’s attorney within twenty (20) days of the service of this Summons, exclusive of the day 
of service, or within thirty (30) days after service of the same is complete where service is made in any manner 
other than by personal delivery within the State.  The United States of America, if designated as a defendant in 
this action, may answer or appear within sixty (60) days of service.  Your failure to appear or to answer will result 
in a judgment against you by default for the relief demanded in the Complaint.  In the event that a deficiency 
balance remains from the sale proceeds, a judgment may be entered against you, unless the Defendant obtained 
a bankruptcy discharge and such other or further relief as may be just and equitable.

NOTICE

YOU ARE IN DANGER OF LOSING YOUR HOME

If you do not respond to this summons and complaint by serving a copy of the answer on the attorney for the 
mortgage company who filed this foreclosure proceeding against you and filing the answer with the court, a 
default judgment may be entered and you can lose your home.

Speak to an attorney or go to the court where your case is pending for further information on how to answer the 
summons and protect your property.

Sending a payment to your mortgage company will not stop this foreclosure action.  

YOU MUST RESPOND BY SERVING A COPY OF THE ANSWER ON THE ATTORNEY FOR THE PLAINTIFF (MORTGAGE 
COMPANY) AND FILING THE ANSWER WITH THE COURT.

ULSTER County is designated as the place of trial.  The basis of venue is the location of the mortgaged premises.

Dated: January 10, 2019

VICTOR SPINELLI, ESQ.

FEIN, SUCH & CRANE, LLP

Attorneys for Plaintiff

1400 Old Country Road Ste. C103

Westbury, NY 11590

Telephone No.  (516) 394-6921

NATURE AND OBJECT OF ACTION

The object of the above action is to foreclose a Mortgage held by the Plaintiff and recorded in the County of 
ULSTER, State of New York as more particularly described in the Complaint herein.

TO THE DEFENDANT(S), the plaintiff makes no personal claim against you in this action.

DESCRIPTION OF MORTGAGED PREMISES

The UNIT known, designated and described as Unit No. 26 (hereinafter called «The Unit») in the Declaration 
establishing the Zolota Osin Condominium (hereinafter called the «Property»), made by the Grantor under the 
Condominium Act of the State of New York (Article 9-B of the Real Property Law of the State of New York) dated 
March 5th, 1976, recorded in  the Office of the Clerk of the County of Ulster on the 4th day of May, 1976, in Liber 
1, at Page 57 (hereinafter called the “Declaration”), and designated as Tax Lot No. C-26 on the Tax Map of the 
Assessor Of the Town of Rochester, and on Exhibit No. 1 of the said Declaration, and on the Floor Plans of the 
Unit, as certified by Alex N. Diachishin & Associates, Consulting Engineers, on the 5th day of March, 1976, and 
filed in the Office of the Clerk of the County of Ulster as condominium Plan No. 3. The land on which the Unit is 
located (and on which the other Unite and Buildings forming part of Zolota Osin Condominium are located) is 

described as follows:

ALL THAT CERTAIN PIECE OR PARCEL OF LAND, together with the buildings and improvements thereon, located in 
the Town of Rochester, Ulster County, New York, bounded and described as follows: 

BEGINNING at a found iron pipe located on the westerly bounds of New York State Routes 44-55, and being a 
corner of the lands now or formerly of D.Roy Van Etten (Liber 669 Page 360) and proceeding then along the 
bounds of Van Etten, North 69 degrees 36 minutes 09 seconds West, 252.78 feet to a found iron pipe; then 
continuing along the bounds of Van Etten, south 28 degree 46 minutes 15 seconds West, 360.00 feet to a found 
iron pipe, thence continuing along other lands of Van Etten (Liter 614 Page 504), North 69 degrees 27 minutes 
09 seconds West, 517.70 feet to an iron rod found in a pile of stones, reputed to be on the Town line separating 
the Townships of Rochester and Wawarsing, and being on the bounds of lands now or formerly of Raymond 
Barringer; then along the lands of Barringer, North 06 degrees 28 minutes 25 seconds West 1,010.29 feet to an 
iron rod; then along the lands to be retained by Steve Lechnowsky, South 89 degrees 05 minutes 47 seconds 
East, 539.86 feet to a set iron rod; continuing along the lands of Lechnowsky, South 27 degrees 23 minutes 21 
seconds East 408.32 feet to a set iron rod; then still along the lands retained by Lechnowsky, south 75 degrees 48 
minutes 47 seconds East, 379.78 feet to an iron rod set on the westerly bounds of New York State Routes 44-55; 
then along the bounds of said highway, South 29 degrees 21 minutes 08 seconds West, 450.00 feet to the point 
or place of beginning.

CONTAINING 20.0 acres more or less.

ALL bearings as the magnetic needle painted in 1972.

ALSO INCLUDING a fifteen (15) foot wide drainage easement running through lands of Steve Lechnowsky, said 
easement to be 15 feet in width and the centerline of said easement shall not be less than 100 feet in length no 
more than 200 feet in length. Said easement centerline shall commence on the northerly line of lands of Zolota 
Osin, Inc., said line being more particularly defined as the northerly line of the Common Drainage Easement on 
a map entitled “Survey of Lands of Zolota Osin Condominium” as prepared by Alex N. Diachishin and Associates, 
Consulting Engineers, Napanoch, New York, dated December, 1974, said easement centerline shall run in a 
northerly direction until it intersects an existing small stream.

THE above described drainage easement shall be used for the purposes of channeling or directing surface water 
coming from lands of Zolota Osin Condominium by means of a ditch or a pipe or a combination of both, across 
lands of Steve Lechnowsky to be discharged in an existing stream on lands of said Leohnowsky.

ALSO INCLUDING an easement for a sanitary sewer to begin on the northerly bounds of the parcel herein 
described, where the boundary intersects the westerly edge of New York State Routes 44-55, being a strip 15 feet 
in width and 150 feet in length, running parallel to said State Road. It being the intent to provide an easement 
for the construction and maintenance of a sewer line to discharge efflent into a stream, being a tributary of the 
Stonykill, as approved by the Ulster County Department of Health.

THE ABOVE described 20 acre parcel and appurtenant easements is more particularly bounded and described on 
a map entitled “Survey of lands of Zolota Osin Condominium,» as prepared by Alex N. Diachishin and Associates, 
Consulting Engineers of Napanoch, New York, under date of December. 1974, which map shall be annexed to the 
Declaration as Exhibit No. I and made a part thereof, and shall be filed in the Office of the Clerk of the County of 
Ulster therewith.

TOGETHER with an undivided 3.8461 percent interest in the common elements of the Property {hereinafter 
called the «common elements»);

TOGETHER with an easement for the continuance of all encroachments by the Unit on any adjoining units or 
common elements now existing as a result of construction of a Building or portion thereof on the units, or which 
may come into existence hereafter as a result of setting or shifting of a Building or portion thereof on the units, or 
as a result of repair or restoration of a Building or portion thereof on a unit or units, after destruction or damage 
by fire or other casualty or after a taking in condemnation or eminent domain proceedings, or by reason of an 
alteration to the common elements, so that any such encroachments may remain so long as the Building or 
Buildings, or portions thereof, shall stand.

TOGETHER with an easement in common with the owners of other units to use any pipe, wires, ducts, cables, 
conduits, public utility lines, and other common elements located in or on any of the other units or elsewhere on 
the Property, and serving the Unit;

TOGETHER with the appurtenances and all the estate and rights of the Grantor in and to the Unit;

TOGETHER with and subject to all easements of necessity in favor of the Unit or in favor of other units or the 
common elements.

TOGETHER also with easements for (a) the exclusive use of the structural portion of the wall or partition 
separating the individual Residences and situate between the Units in common with the owner of the adjacent 
unit separated and benefitted by the said wall or partition; and (b) the exclusive use of all pipes, conduits, cables, 
wires, and similar elements, or such portions thereof, which serve the individual Buildings and exist and are for 
the sole benefit of the individual units upon which such Buildings are constructed, in common with the owner of 
the adjacent unit served and benefitted by the same.

TOGETHER with a right of way through the common elements to the public highway.

Premises:  26 Zolota Osin Road aka 26 Zolota Osin, Kerhonkson, NY 12446 

Tax Parcel ID No.: Section: 84.6 Block: 1 Lot: 11

SUSK and UCC appoint Illya Mykytyn as national coordinator
SUSK/UCC

OTTAWA – The Ukrainian Canadian Students’ Union 
(SUSK) and the Ukrainian Canadian Congress (UCC) 
announced the appointment of Illya Mykytyn as the new 
SUSK national coordinator. 

Mr. Mykytyn is a graduate of the University of Toronto 
and has been working for a number of years at the Canadian 
Ukrainian Immigrant Aid Society (CUAIS). He began working 
on a part-time basis at SUSK on March 11. His duties will be 
split between SUSK and the UCC. 

“I am very pleased to welcome Illya to the UCC team,” stat-
ed Ihor Michalchyshyn, national executive director for the 
UCC. “It is important for our community to continue to 
strengthen our engagement with Ukrainian Canadian youth, 
and I am confident that Illya will play a key role in this regard.”

“Illya has great understanding of the Ukrainian student 
movement, both from his involvement at the University of 
Toronto and interest in advocacy. I look forward to him 

bringing his enthusiasm and skills to the job at hand,” stated 
Stephanie Nedoshytko, SUSK president. “I would like to 
thank the Temerty Family Foundation and Ukrainian Credit 
Union for their continued support, whose donation made 
this position possible. We appreciate the UCC’s continued 
partnership and contributions, as well as the efforts of SUSK 
alumni who set the framework for the continuity of the 
national coordinator position.”

Within SUSK, Mr. Mykytyn will work with registered 
Ukrainian students’ organizations across Canada; lead the 
development of fund-raising strategy and programs, includ-
ing active targeting of government, academic and non-profit 
grants; assist with the development of guides and handbooks 
for organization membership; identify research, program, 
employment and development opportunities for Ukrainian 
students at large; and ensure organizational sustainability, 
institutional memory and future growth.

For more information, readers may visit www.ucc.ca or 
www.facebook.com/ukrcancongress.

preserve the welfare of God’s creation. We beseech you 
to join us in these prayers so that we all, together, may 
stand before our Risen Lord with hope, faith and chari-
ty filling our lives – for the world around us and all its 
inhabitants.

Christ is Risen! Christ is Risen! Christ is Risen!
+ Yurij – Metropolitan, Ukrainian Orthodox Church 

of Canada
+ Antony – Metropolitan, Ukrainian Orthodox 

Church of the U.S.A., South America and the Diaspora
+ Jeremiah – Archbishop, Ukrainian Orthodox 

Eparchy of South America
+ Daniel – Archbishop, Ukrainian Orthodox Church 

of the USA and Diaspora
+ Ilarion – Bishop, Ukrainian Orthodox Church of 

Canada – Western Eparchy
+ Andriy – Bishop, Ukrainian Orthodox Church of 

Canada – Eastern Eparchy

(Continued from page 6)

Let us all stand...
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Through Art exhibit, “Rushnyky: Ritual Cloths of the Cossack 
August 31 Lands of Ukraine,” Ukrainian History and Education 
Somerset, NJ Center, 732-356-0132 or www.ukrhec.org

Through Exhibit, “Full Circle: Ukraine’s Struggle for Independence
September 29 100 Years Ago, 1917-1921,” The Ukrainian Museum,
New York www.ukrainianmuseum.org or 212-228-0110 

April 22 Presentation by Antonina Berezovenko, “State-Building 
Cambridge, MA Dynamics in Today’s Ukraine: Language Policy and
 Political Narrative Reflections,” Harvard University,
 www.huri.harvard.edu or 617-495-4053

April 23 Presentation by Mariana Kaplinska, “Historic Cities of 
New York Ukraine: Perspectives for Research and Conservation,” 
 Columbia University, http://harrimann.columbia.edu or 
 212-854-4697

April 24 Panel discussion, “The Ukrainian Presidential Election:
Cambridge, MA  No Kidding, Let’s Get Serious,” Harvard University,
 www.huri.harvard.edu or 617-495-4053

April 24-28 Film screening, “Julia Blue” by Roxy Toporowych, Julien 
Dubuque, IA Dubuque International Film Festival, www.julienfilmfest.com

April 25 Presentation by Alessandro Milani, “Ut unum sint: The 
Cambridge, MA Ecumenical Initiative of Metropolitan Andrey 
 Sheptytsky as a Means of Spiritual Connection of the
 Ukrainian Nation (1918-1939),” Harvard University,
 www.huri.harvard.edu or 617-495-4053

April 28 Monthly divine liturgy, blessing of Easter baskets and
Austin, TX  church picnic, Austin Texas Ukrainians, St. Michael’s 
 Catholic Academy chapel,
 www.facebook.com/events/305913883422491

April 29 Presentation by Georgiy Kasianov, “State-Building Dynamics
Cambridge, MA in Today’s Ukraine: Language Policy and Political Narrative
 Reflections,” Harvard University, www.huri.harvard.edu or 
 617-495-4053

May 2 Comedy Show, “VIP Ternopil,” Moloko Company,
Jenkintown, PA Ukrainian Educational and Cultural Center, 
 molokocompany@gamil.com or www.moloko.us

May 3 Concert, “Europe with Love,” Music at the Institute, 
New York Ukrainian Institute of America, 
 www.ukrainianinstitute.org or 212-288-8660

May 3-5 Conference, Ukrainian Philatelic Society, Ukrainian
Lehighton, PA Homestead, www.ukrhomestead.com or 610-377-4621

May 3-25 Art exhibit, featuring works by Yuri Olishkevych,
Chicago Ukrainian National Museum, 312-421-8020 or
 www.ukrainiannationalmuseum.org

May 4 Literary evening, “Memory Project 41” by Olena Jennings
Marshfield Hills, MA and “Bad Harvest” by Dzvinia Orlowsky, Red Barn, 
 414-232-7069

May 4 Conference, “Sobornist: Commemorating the 100th 
New York Anniversary of the ‘Great Re-Unification’ of Ukrainian
 Lands,” Ukrainian Historical Encounters Series, Center for
 U.S.-Ukrainian Relations, Ukrainian Congress Committee
 of America and The Ukrainian Museum, 917-476-1221 or
 waz21202@caa.columbia.edu

May 4 Presentation by Vasyl Lopukh, “Contemporary Demographic
New York Tendencies in Ukraine (2000-2017),” Shevchenko
 Scientific Society, 212-254-5130

May 4 Cinco de Mayo celebration, featuring Plast Ukrainian 
Kerhonkson, NY Scouting Organization Hockey Tournament, Soyuzivka 
 Heritage Center,www.soyuzivka.com or 845-626-5641

May 4 Veselka Ukrainian Festival, Foam Lake Community Hall,
Foam Lake, SK www.foamlakeveselka.ca or 306-222-4658

Entries in “Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to events 
advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome submissions 
from all our readers. Items will be published at the discretion of the editors 
and as space allows. Please send e-mail to mdubas@ukrweekly.com.

The UNA announces 
Scholarships and Awards

for students attending
college in the 2019-2020

academic year.

Students wishing to apply for a UNA scholarship or 
award must meet the following criteria:

•   Have been an active, premium-paying UNA member
     for at least two years by June 1st of 2019
•   Have had a single premium policy or an annuity, 
     valued at a minimum of $5,000 during the last two 
     years
•   Be enrolled as a full-time student in an accredited 
     college or university, studying towards their � rst 
     bachelor’s degree

� e application for a UNA scholarship or award must 
be postmarked no later than June 1, 2019.

For complete details and applications, please call the
UNA headquarters or visit the Our Bene� ts page on
the UNA website at:

www.UNAInc.org

UNA, Inc.
2200 Route 10
Parsippany, NJ 07054 
800-253-9862 ext. 3035

TO ALL MEMBERS OF UNA BRANCH 96

As of April 1, 2019, the secretary’s duties of Branch 96
 were assumed by Svitlana D. Honchar.

We ask all members of this Branch to direct all correspondence 
regarding membership and insurance to the address listed below:

Mrs. Svitlana D. Honchar 
36 Sigrid St. 

Carnegie, PA 15106 

g.honchar@hotmail.com 

862-571-6654

UNA NEW JERSEY DISTRICT COMMITTEE
 

announces that its

ANNUAL DISTRICT  COMMITTEE 
MEETING
will be held on 

Monday, May 13, 2019 at 10:00 A.M.
at the UNA HOME OFFICE 

2200 Route 10, Parsippany, NJ 07054

Obligated to attend the meeting as voting members are District 
Committee O   cers, Convention Delegates

and two delegates from the following Branches:

25, 27, 37, 42, 70, 76, 133, 134, 142, 155, 171, 234, 269, 287, 353, 372

All UNA members are welcome as guests at the meeting. 

MEETING WILL BE ATTENDED BY:
Members of UNA Executive Committee

DISTRICT COMMITTEE 
Oksana Stanko, New Jersey District Chairperson
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PREVIEW OF EVENTS
Saturday, May 4

NEW YORK: The Shevchenko Scientific 
Society invites all to a lecture, 
“ C o n t e m p o ra r y  D e m o g ra p h i c 
Tendencies in Ukraine (2000-2017),” 
by Vasyl Lopukh. Dr. Lopukh is an econ-
omist and former associate professor 
at the Ternopil State University in 
Ukraine, where he was also director of 
the Research Laboratory on “Regional 
Problems of the Labor Force.” Since 
2000, he has been the director of 
administration at the Shevchenko 
Scientific Society. The lecture will take 
place at the society’s building, 63 
Fourth Ave. (between Ninth and 10th 
streets), at 5 p.m. For additional infor-
mation call 212-254-5130.

Sunday, May 19

ALEXANDRIA, Va.: The Washington Group 
Cultural Fund’s final concert of its 25th anni-
versary season will present soprano Stefania 
Dovhan, fresh off her highly praised engage-
ment in the leading role of Cleopatra with the 
Danish National Opera. Ms. Dovhan will per-
form music by Barvinsky, Bellini, Donizetti, 
Duparc, Poulenc, Puccini, Rossini and Strauss. 
She will be accompanied by R. Timothy 
McReynolds. A reception to meet the artist 
will be held immediately following the perfor-
mance. The concert will be held at 3 p.m. at 
The Lyceum, 201 South Washington St., 
Alexandria, VA 22314. Suggested donation: 
$20; free for students; unreserved seating. 
For more information visit http://www.twgcf.
org or e-mail twgculturalfund@gmail.com.

PREVIEW OF EVENTS GUIDELINES
Preview of Events is a listing of Ukrainian community events open to the public. It is a ser-
vice provided at minimal cost ($20 per listing) by The Ukrainian Weekly to the Ukrainian 
community. 

To have an event listed in Preview of Events please send information, in English, written 
in Preview format, i.e., in a brief paragraph of several sentences that includes the date, 
place, type of event, sponsor, admission, full names of persons and/or organizations 
involved, and a phone number and/or e-mail address to be published for readers who 
may require additional information. Items must be no more than 100 words long. 

Preview items must be received no later than one week before the desired date of 
publication (i.e., they must be received by 9 am Monday morning). Please include pay-
ment for each time the item is to appear and indicate date(s) of issue(s) in which the item 
is to be published. Also, senders are asked to include the phone number of a person who 
may be contacted by The Weekly during daytime hours, as well as their complete mailing 
address. 

Information should be sent to  preview@ukrweekly.com. When e-mailing, please do not 
send items as attachments – simply type the text into the body of the e-mail message. 
Preview items and payments may be mailed to: Preview of Events, The Ukrainian Weekly, 
2200 Route 10, P.O. Box 280, Parsippany, NJ 07054.


