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by Bohdan Nahaylo

KYIV – The downing of a Ukrainian 
International Airlines airliner in Iran on 
January 8 with the loss of 176 lives has con-
tinued to dominate domestic and interna-
tional headlines. 

On January 16, Canada’s Foreign Affairs 
Minister François-Philippe Champagne 
chaired a gathering in London of a newly 
formed international coordination and 
response group that includes four other 
countries that lost citizens in the downing 
of UIA Flight 752: Ukraine, Sweden, 
Afghanistan and Britain. The group of 
grieving nations has drafted a framework 
for working with Iran on the disaster.

Apart from Iranian nationals, the largest 
group of foreigners on the doomed plane 
were Canadian citizens. Also killed were 11 
Ukrainians, including nine crew members. 
Kyiv and Ottawa have been working very 
closely in the aftermath to develop the 
appropriate responses.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy, together with Canadian Prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau and other interna-
tional leaders, has called for a complete and 
thorough probe of what occurred, and for 
Iran to assume full responsibility with all 
the legal and financial implications. Ukraine 
has asked for a formal apology and request-
ed that Iran hand over the flight recorders; 
it is also awaiting repatriation of the vic-
tims’ remains. 

Initially, it was unclear why the plane 
suddenly burst into flames and went down 

shortly after taking off from Tehran airport. 
Iranian authorities quickly blamed the 
crash on some sort of technical failure. 
Despite this occurring at a time of height-
ened tensions between Iran and the U.S., 
Tehran categorically ruled out the possibili-
ty that its air defense systems might have 
shot down the airliner. At first, the 
Ukrainian Embassy in Tehran also 
appeared to follow this line. There was also 
the possibility of a terrorist attack aboard 
the plane, or of a bomb being planted on it.

President Zelenskyy, who at the time 
was in Oman, also adopted a cautious tone. 
He called for patience until the reasons for 
the disaster became known, and urged all 
to refrain from speculation and finger 
pointing. Although immediately criticized 
by some at home for not taking a firmer 
stance vis a vis the Iranian authorities, 
especially as evidence began emerging 
indicating that Tehran had indeed brought 
the plane down, Mr. Zelenskyy diplomati-
cally let other foreign leaders speak out and 
express their common suspicions.

The Ukrainian president evidently want-
ed to maintain a direct channel of commu-
nications between Kyiv and Tehran in order 
to secure access for Ukraine to the investi-
gation, to the wreckage, black boxes and 
bodies of the victims, and in this way to be 
able to discover who or what was responsi-
ble for what had occurred.

Mr. Zelenskyy worked in close coopera-
tion with Prime Minister Trudeau. The lat-

Shootdown of Ukrainian airliner
in Tehran under investigation
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by Roman Tymotsko

KYIV – On January 13, Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy signed the law on state recogni-
tion of the Plast movement. Almost a 
month earlier, on December 17, Ukraine’s 
Parliament passed the law with 316 votes 
(with at least 226 required) in the second 
affirmative vote on this legislation. 

Considering that the earlier version of 
the law had been rejected by the president 
and then amended to take into account his 
comments, there were very few doubts that 
the president would sign and finally enact 

the legislation. The 215 votes for the bill 
from the presidential faction, Servant of the 
People, only strengthened confidence that 
Mr. Zelenskyy would sign the law. The main 
question was: When?

“If a law on state recognition and sup-
port for Plast had been adopted in the early 
1990s, it is possible that today the organi-
zation’s branch in the Kryvyi Rih, 
Zelenskyy’s birthplace, would already have 
thousands of members and hundreds of 

President Zelenskyy signs law
on state recognition of Plast

(Continued on page 19)

Yurko Yuzych, the head of Ukraine’s 
Plast Board.
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Ukraine to establish Honorary Consulate in Philadelphia
Embassy of Ukraine in the U.S.A.

WASHINGTON – Ukraine’s new ambassador to the 
United States, Volodymyr Yelchenko, and recently appoint-
ed Honorary Consul Iryna Mazur on January 11 took part 
in a ceremony at Ukraine’s Embassy during which an 
agreement about the creation of an Honorary Consulate in 
Philadelphia was signed.

“Providing closer ties w/ Ukrainian Americans is one of 
our major priorities,” the Ukrainian Embassy in the United 
States wrote on Twitter on January 11. 

On December 19, President Volodymyr Zelensky 
appointed Mr. Yelchenko as ambassador extraordinary and 
plenipotentiary of Ukraine to the United States. He pre-
sented his credentials to President Donald Trump on 
January 6.

Prior to this, Mr. Yelchenko concurrently held the posi-
tions of permanent representative of Ukraine to the United 
Nations in New York and of Ukraine’s ambassador to 
Jamaica. He has worked in the diplomatic service of 
Ukraine since 1981. He previously served as Ukraine’s 
ambassador to Austria and to the Russian Federation.

Iryna Mazur, who has been named Ukraine’s honorary consul in Philadelphia, with Ukraine’s Ambassador to the 
United States Volodymyr Yelchenko.

Embassy of Ukraine in the U.S.A.
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Kyiv wants compensation for PS752

President Volodymyr Zelenskyy says 
Ukraine expects a full probe, a full admis-
sion of guilt and compensation from Iran 
after Tehran admitted, following days of 
denial, that it accidentally shot down a 
Ukrainian passenger plane, killing all 176 
aboard. “We expect from Iran assurances of 
their readiness for a full and open investi-
gation, bringing those responsible to jus-
tice, the return of the bodies of the dead, 
the payment of compensation, official apol-
ogies through diplomatic channels,” he 
added. Mr. Zelenskyy spoke later in the day 
by phone with Iranian President Hassan 
Rohani. Mr. Zelenskyy’s press office said Mr. 
Rohani admitted during the call that Iran’s 
military mistakenly shot down the plane, 
Ukrainian International Airlines Flight 752 
(PS752). Mr. Rohani apologized for the 
tragedy and promised that those responsi-
ble would be held accountable, Mr. Zelens-
kyy’s press service said. The two also dis-
cussed Iranian compensation to the vic-
tims. The Ukrainian president called Iran’s 
admission of guilt “a step in the right direc-
tion” and insisted Tehran complete the 
identification of the bodies and return 
them to Ukraine. Ukrainian Prime Minister 
Oleksiy Honcharuk’s office said Ukraine 
would pay families of the victims 200,000 
hrv ($8,400) each and help them collect 
compensation from Iran, the airline, and 
insurance companies. Iran state TV earlier 
on January 11 quoted the military as saying 
the plane was shot down after it was mis-
taken for a “hostile target” when it turned 
toward a “sensitive military center” of the 
Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps 
(IRGC). It added that the military was at its 
“highest level of readiness” amid raised 
tensions with the United States. The state-
ment also said those responsible for the 
tragedy, which killed all aboard the plane, 
would “immediately” be brought to justice. 
IRGC commander Amirali Hajizadeh said 
later in an address broadcast by state TV 
that his IRGC aerospace unit accepted “full 
responsibility” for the downing. Mr. 
Hajizadeh said the anti-aircraft officer had 
little time to decide whether or not to fire. 
“He had 10 seconds to make a decision, and 
he could either strike or not strike. Under 

these conditions, unfortunately, he made a 
bad decision and the missile was fired,” Mr. 
Hajizadeh said. Yevheniy Dykhne, president 
of UIA, told a news conference in Kyiv on 
January 11 that the airline received no 
warnings before the plane took off. “At the 
time of the [flight’s] departure from [Kyiv’s] 
Borispol Airport our air company had no 
information about potential threats – just 
as exactly the same way at the time of its 
departure from the airport in Tehran our 
air company had no information, and no 
decisions by responsible administrations 
have been provided to us,” Mr. Dykhne said. 
(RFE/RL, with reporting by wire services)

Canada seeks key role in Iran downing probe

Canada says it intends to play a key role 
in investigating the crash of a Ukrainian air-
liner, a Boeing 737-800NG owned by 
Ukraine International Airlines, that killed 
dozens of its citizens despite not having 
direct diplomatic relations with Tehran. 
Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau 
told a news conference in Ottawa that 138 
of the 176 people on board the flight from 
Tehran to Kyiv had onward connections to 
Canada. Many were members of Canada’s 
large Iranian community, mainly from the 
Edmonton area. Ukrainian officials said 63 
Canadians, 82 Iranians, 10 Swedes, four 
Afghans, three Germans and three Britons 
were on the plane, along with 11 
Ukrainians, including nine crew. Mr. 
Trudeau said that “Canada is one of a hand-
ful of countries with a high degree of exper-
tise when it comes to these sorts of acci-
dents and, therefore, we have much to con-
tribute.” He added, “I am confident that in 
our engagement both through our allies 
and directly, we are going to make sure that 
we are a substantive contributor to this 
investigation.” (RFE/RL, with reporting 
wire services)

Zelenskyy, Merkel discuss Donbas

Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy and German Chancellor Angela 
Merkel have discussed the situation in 
Ukraine’s east, where Russia-backed sepa-
ratists continue to control some part of the 

(Continued on page 20)
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by Halya Coynash
Kharkiv Human Rights Protection Group

The so-called E.N.O.T Corporation, a 
once lavishly-funded Russian “private mili-
tary company” that helped Russia seize 
control of Crimea and fought in the Donbas, 
has run into trouble with Russian enforce-
ment bodies, although not over its killings 
in Ukraine. 

The Russian Investigative Committee 
claims that E.N.O.T men, under the leader-
ship of two Russian FSB officers, took part 
in extortion and robbery in Russia, and 
many of them are now in custody over 
these charges. It seems likely, in fact, that 
this is a crackdown, not for criminal activi-
ties, but for their leaders’ conflict with their 
Kremlin administrators.

There are numerous illegal armed for-
mations receiving suspicious amounts of 
funding, so the disappearance of E.N.O.T 
Corp. fighters and their “military-patriotic” 
camps teaching young kids how to kill may 
not make a significant difference. The crim-
inal proceedings are useful, however, for 
the incriminating details already revealed. 

The Russian newspaper Kommersant 
reports, for example, that in their testimony, 
defendants have identified one of the main 
figures as a Russian GRU, or military intelli-
gence, officer named Denis Karaban (Belka). 
He is said to have helped them on what they 
described as “humanitarian work trips” to 
the Donbas. The lawyer representing anoth-
er member, Vasily Minchik, says his client is 
a military serviceman who has received 
state and departmental awards “for partici-
pation in humanitarian operations on the 
territory of foreign states.”

Although at least one of the men denies 
the charges of involvement in criminal 
activities, the fact that Majors Alexander 
Mrishchuk and Anton Baryakshev are (or 
were) FSB officers is not in question. It is 
likely that efforts are now underway to per-
suade the defendants who exposed the two 
men’s military status to change their testi-
mony. 

Russia has a long track record of illegally 
using GRU or ordinary Russian soldiers in 
countries against whom it has not declared 
war. When officers get caught, as were two 
GRU officers (Yevgeny Yerofeyev and 
Alexander Aleksandrovich) in the Luhansk 
Oblast in May 2015, huge pressure is 
brought to bear to get them to deny their 
military status and claim that they had left 
the military to become “volunteers.” Given 
the testimony of many ex-hostages, and the 
fact that three of the four first men due to 
be tried (in absentia) over the downing of 
MH17 by a Russian Buk missile over the 
occupied Donbas are Russian former (or 
current) FSB or GRU, there is no obvious 
reason to doubt that military men did play 
a role in E.N.O.T at the time when the latter 
was being used for Russia’s invasion of 
Crimea and undeclared war against 
Ukraine, as well as for its military activities 
in Syria.

The E.N.O.T Corps was one of several 
“private military companies” whose fight-
ers were deployed for Russia’s aggression 
against Ukraine. In describing the turn-
around in the fate of E.N.O.T members in 
February 2019, Novaya Gazeta noted that, 
with respect to Crimea, “Russia officially 
took part only in ‘ensuring safety’ in carry-
ing out a referendum. There was, of course, 
an unofficial part of the work that was 
financed by ‘patriotically minded business-
men’ and carried out by members of vari-
ous military-patriotic organizations. 
Obviously under the directions of the FSB.”

In 2014, E.N.O.T fighters were needed in 
Crimea. In 2015, they were deployed, 
together with Russian military personnel, 
in the battle to gain control of Debaltseve. 
They also carried out a purge in spring 
2015 of a “Cossack” formation which was 
competing for power with the then leader 
of the so-called Luhansk people’s republic, 
Igor Plotnitsky.

The organization’s address was in the 
very center of Moscow, and its website, 

Russian military intelligence and FSB men
reportedly led unit involved in Ukraine invasion

(Continued on page 27)

RFE/RL

KYIV – Ukraine’s only English-language 
television channel, UATV, has stopped 
broadcasting. “Ukrainian international 
state broadcaster UATV will cease the pro-
duction of news and satellite broadcasting, 
starting from January 13, 2020,” UATV said 
in a news release. 

As a result, several of the English lan-
guage news presenters bid farewell to their 
jobs and to their viewers around the world. 
Its last broadcast was on January 12. 

In the beginning of the year, the govern-
ment in Kyiv decided to shut down interna-
tional broadcasting and to close its 
Crimean Tatar, Arabic and English-language 
departments. 

UATV was created in 2015 amid what 
media analysts have called a fierce “infor-
mation war” with Russia. In 2014, the pro-
liferation of spurious news reports accom-
panied Russia’s seizure of Crimea from 
Ukraine and its backing of separatists in the 
two easternmost regions of Donetsk and 
Luhansk in a conflict that has killed nearly 
14,000 people.

The channel was established “to ensure 
access of foreign audiences to objective, up-
to-date and complete information about 
events in Ukraine and to maintain a positive 
image of Ukraine in the world,” an earlier 
news release from the broadcaster stated.

In the span of four years, UATV was con-
nected to nearly 400 cable networks and 
broadcast to nearly 30 countries in Europe, 
North American, Asia and Africa, including 
in the Middle East.

The administration of President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy has said it intends to 
launch a Russian-language TV channel at 
the state broadcaster this year specifically 
for audiences living in “temporarily occu-
pied territories of Ukraine,” local media 
watchdog Detector Media reported in 
December.

Copyright 2020, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-s-only-
english-language-tv-channel-shuts-
down/30374002.html).
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OBITUARY:  Slavko Nowytski, filmmaker, protodeacon, 85
T h e  Rev.  P ro to d e a c o n  S l avko 

(Sviatoslav) Nowytski, 85, left the world 
peacefully on Thanksgiving, November 28, 
2019. He was a filmmaker, director, produc-
er, historian, Ukrainian patriot and man of 
deep faith.

He was born in Torchyn, Ukraine, on 
October 19, 1934; his family fled the war 
via Warsaw and Paris prior to emigrating to 
Canada in 1950. 

After earning his master’s degree in 
communications at Columbia University in 
New York, Mr. Nowytski joined CBS as an 
editor, working on now-historic raw foot-
age, including the Newark riots and the 
Woodstock music festival. 

While in New York, he met his future 
wife, artist Nadia Bryn. They moved to her 
home of Minneapolis and raised their fami-
ly in the Twin Cities Ukrainian community. 

In the 1980s Mr. Nowytski answered a 
higher calling to serve his community and 
his Lord, and was ordained a deacon (and 
later, protodeacon) of the Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church of the U.S.A., under which 
his father was the first bishop consecrated 
on U.S. soil. 

Mr. Nowytski is perhaps best known for 
being an international award-winning docu-
mentary filmmaker committed to, in his 
words, “exposing man’s inhumanity to 

man,” particularly with his exhaustively 
researched, disruptive accounts of Ukraine’s 
traumatic history of the last century. 

His 1983 film “Harvest of Despair,” 
broadcast on PBS, became the first widely 
accessible document revealing Stalin’s 
genocide of Ukrainians by famine in 1932-
1933. Later, “Between Hitler and Stalin” 

(2003) explored the complex and devastat-
ing scorched-earth policy between the 
Soviets and Nazis battling over Ukrainian 
soil during World War II. 

He is known also for his award-winning 
short film “Pysanka: The Ukrainian Easter 
Egg” (1976), as well as “Sheep in Wood” 
(1971), about the woodcuts of Jacques 

Hnizdovsky, and “Immortal Image” (1979), 
about the work of sculptor Leo Mol. 

In addition, he directed “The Helm of 
Destiny,” an hourlong documentary on the 
Ukrainian experience in the United States 
commissioned by the Ukrainian National 
Association. Two years in the making, the 
film was premiered at the UNA’s 30th 
Convention in 1982,

Mr. Nowytski is also recognized for his 
two decades of work as an international 
broadcast journalist for Voice of America 
Radio and Television (Ukraine division) 
with the United States Information Agency 
in Washington. He retired from broadcast 
journalism in 2010 and soon thereafter 
moved back to Minneapolis with his wife to 
be near their beloved family. 

He was preceded in death by his parents 
and sister. He is survived by his wife, Nadia, 
daughters Olenka (George) and Natalie 
(Scott), in-laws, nieces and nephews, cous-
ins and extended family in the U.S., Ukraine, 
and Canada. 

Funeral services were held on December 
9 (panakhyda) and 10 (funeral liturgy) at 
St. Katherine Ukrainian Orthodox Church in 
Arden Hills, Minn. 

Source: Washburn-McReavy,  The 
Ukrainian Weekly.

Filmmaker Slavko Nowytski in an undated photograph.
Filmart Productions

Putin and Ukraine’s Black Sea lands:  
Another iteration of Novorossiya?

by Vladimir Socor
Eurasia Daily Monitor  

In his annual press conference, sum-
ming up the year just past (Kremlin.ru, 
December 19, 2019), Russian President 
Vladimir Putin questioned Ukraine’s title to 
the territory that Russian nationalists ref-
erence as “Novorossiya”; and he cast an 
irredentist glance at central Ukraine as 
well. Mr. Putin himself had launched a 
short-lived Novorossiya project in 2014, 
aiming at that time to create a Russian pro-
tectorate out of eight Ukrainian oblasts, six 
of them along the Black Sea coast.

Mr. Putin refloated that theme under a 
different name, “Prichernomorie” (Black 
Sea coastal lands) in his 2019 end-of-year 
press conference: “When the Soviet Union 
was created, ancestral Russian territories 
[such as] all of the Prichernomorie and 
Russia’s western lands, that never had any-
thing to do with Ukraine, were turned over 
to Ukraine.” In Mr. Putin’s telling, this terri-
torial arrangement was Vladimir Lenin’s 
idea, which Joseph Stalin initially resisted 
but then accepted and enforced it. “And 
now we have to grapple with this.”

Mr. Putin had used the same argument 
in 2014 in contesting Ukraine’s title to 
Novorossiya: the Russian Bolsheviks gave 
that territory to Soviet Ukraine in 1922 
(see below).

The term Prichernomorie, standard 
usage from tsarist and Soviet times to date, 
is geographically more or less coterminous 
with Novorossiya, although the latter car-
ries heavier political connotations. 
Prichernomorie encompassed the Russian 
Empire’s and Soviet Union’s territories 
along the northern shores of the Black Sea 
and Azov Sea, from Bessarabia to Kuban. 
Almost all of this coastal arc became part of 
Ukraine in 1991, except the Kuban (in the 
Russian Federation from its inception). 
Russia seized Crimea and the Novoazovsk 

district (part of Ukraine’s Donetsk Oblast) 
from Ukraine in 2014.

Mr. Putin has now added the intriguing 
reference to “Russia’s western lands” 
(zapadnyie zemli rossiiskie), “ancestral” as 
well, on top of Prichernomorie, in his end-
of-2019 press conference. It seems to hint 
at Russia’s capacity for irredentist mischief. 
In tsarist Russia, Zapadnaya Rus’ was a 
commonly used, informal term that usually 
denoted areas in today’s central Ukraine 
and Belarus (Ekho Moskvy, January 9).

According to Mr. Putin’s remarks at his 
press conference, it was Polish publicists 
who first inspired a Ukrainian identity to 
the Ukrainians. “Admittedly, a Ukrainian 
identity exists, it has taken shape… Some 
elements of a real identity developed at 
some stage. We should respect this, are 
doing so and will do so, particularly within 
Russia… Three million Ukrainians live 
among us, and a similar number have 
arrived after the tragic events in the 
Donbas. People who come to us from 
Central Asia or the North Caucasus find it 
more difficult to adapt.”

Conceding a Ukrainian identity (a sim-
ple “identity,” not a national identity) is a 
slight variation on Mr. Putin’s habitual 
theme that Russians and Ukrainians are 
“practically one and the same people.” And 
in further remarks at the same event, Mr. 
Putin subsumed Ukrainians to a single 
“East-Slavic ethnicity: Russians and those 
same Ukrainians.”

In introducing the Prichernomorie 
theme, Mr. Putin draws on his 2014 
Novorossiya rhetoric. He was saying at that 
time, “The Bolsheviks – let God be their 
judge – incorporated substantial parts of 
Russia’s historical south into Soviet 
Ukraine, without taking account of the eth-
nic composition of those regions, and now 
this is the present-day south and east of 
Ukraine.” He added, “We are not just close 

GAO reports Trump administration 
broke law in freezing aid to Ukraine

RFE/RL

The Government Accountability Office 
(GAO), a nonpartisan U.S. Congressional 
watchdog, says the administration of 
President Donald Trump violated federal 
law by withholding security assistance to 
Ukraine.

The GAO said in a January 16 report that 
the Office of Management and Budget 
(OMB) violated the law last year when it 
withheld the aid that had been appropriat-
ed by Congress – a key focal point of the 
impeachment proceedings into Trump.

The nine-page report, written by the 
agency’s general counsel,  Thomas 
Armstrong, concluded that “the law does 
not permit the president to substitute his 
own policy priorities for those that 
Congress has enacted into law.”

It further said the “OMB withheld funds 
for a policy reason, which is not permitted 

under the Impoundment Control Act (ICA). 
...The withholding was not a programmatic 
delay. Therefore, we conclude that OMB 
violated the ICA.”

Under the U.S. Constitution, Congress is 
granted the “power of the purse,” and the 
president, as the executive branch of gov-
ernment, is given a narrow scope in ignor-
ing appropriations mandated by lawmak-
ers and passed into law.

The report was released just hours 
before the Senate was sworn in to start the 
impeachment trial of Mr. Trump, who is 
accused of abusing the power of his office 
for personal gain and obstruction of 
Congress.

The two articles of impeachment specifi-
cally relate to Mr. Trump’s dealings with 
Ukraine.

They include holding up $391 million 

Kyiv opens probes into possible surveillance
of U.S. Ambassador Marie Yovanovitch

RFE/RL

Ukraine says it has launched two crimi-
nal investigations into the possible illegal 
surveillance of former U.S. Ambassador to 
Kyiv Marie Yovanovitch before she was 
recalled from her post last year.

The Internal Affairs Ministry made the 
announcement on January 16, two days 
after investigators at the U.S. House of 
Representatives released documents show-
ing Lev Parnas, an associate of President 
Donald Trump’s personal lawyer, Rudolph 
W. Giuliani,  communicating about 
Ambassador Yovanovitch’s removal.

In its statement, the ministry said that 
Ukrainian police “are not interfering in the 
internal political affairs of the United 
States.” But it said the published messages 
“contain facts of possible violations of 
Ukrainian law and of the Vienna 

Convention on diplomatic relations.”
The ministry said it had asked the FBI to 

provide Ukraine with all the materials 
related to the case and offered U.S. repre-
sentatives to take part in the investigations.

Ms. Yovanovitch served as the U.S. 
ambassador to Kyiv from 2016 to May 
2019, when she was abruptly recalled amid 
public criticism from Trump allies about 
her performance.

She has testified in the House impeach-
ment inquiry against Trump and was criti-
cal of the president’s Ukraine policy.

Copyright 2020, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted with 
the permission of Radio Free Europe/Radio 
Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, Washington 
DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see https://www.
rferl.org/a/giuliani-associate-parnas-says-
trump-knew-exactly-what-was-going-on-in-
ukraine-campaign/30380729.html). 

(Continued on page 27)

(Continued on page 27)
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Seen in this photo from the archives of Svoboda and The Ukrainian Weekly are 
organizers and participants of the fourth annual Labor Day weekend tennis tourna-
ment held at Soyuzivka, then known as the Ukrainian National Association Estate, 
on September 5-7, 1959. According to a news story in The Weekly, 84 players rep-
resenting nine Ukrainian sports clubs from the United States and Canada partici-
pated. The host of the tournament was the Carpathian Ski Club of New York under 
the able direction of Bohdan Rak, who had served in that capacity since the incep-
tion of the sports event in 1956. As identified on the back of the archival photo 
(from left) are: Soyuzivka Manager Walter Kwas, tournament committee member 

Taras Hrycaj, committee chair Mr. Rak, and UNA Supreme Treasurer Roman 
Slobodian. Also in the photo (fifth and sixth, respectively, from right) are Svoboda 
editor Bohdan Krawciw and George Kupchinsky. The winner of the men’s tourna-
ment was George Korol, while the women’s winner was Irene Stecyk. There was 
competition also among senior men, and in juniors divisions of boys and girls. 

A photo archive of UNA history has been launched on the UNA website. It is a work in 
progress that will be expanded and refined. To take a look, go to unainc.org/una/the-una-is-
125-years-old/.
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Back in 2016 I wrote that Donald Trump 
was “a narcissistic, vulgar oaf, hardly a per-
son to serve as president of the greatest 
country in the world.” Lesia convinced me 
to vote for him because he was better than 
the alternative. If today I still believe what I 
wrote then, does that make me a never-
Trumper? Just asking. 

What if I write today that I believe 
President Trump throws distinguished 
appointees under the bus when they dis-
agree with him and that he betrayed the 
Kurds, our allies against ISIS? Would that 
be enough to kick me off the Trump train? 
Just asking.

Like many Americans I am a fan of Fox 
News. I believe the commentators are 
informed and trustworthy. Recently, I’ve 
changed my mind about one of them. 
Tucker Carlson has lost my trust. 

Uncertain about the nature of 
U.S.-Russia relations, he invited a former 
Sovietologist, the discredited, now retired 
Princeton University professor Stephen 
Cohen, to explain. Mr. Tucker later 
exclaimed: “Why should I, as an American, 
be in favor of arming Ukraine. Why 
wouldn’t we be friends with Russia? No 
one has been able to explain that to me.” 
During another episode Mr. Carlson 
referred to Ukraine as one of the “most cor-
rupt countries in the world.” Really? Is Mr. 
Tucker now a Putin puppet? Just asking.

Democrats in the House of Representa-
tives have impeached President Trump, a 
sham action that some of them proposed 
soon after the 2016 election. Have we 
learned anything from the hearings? I for 
one was impressed by the testimonies of 
former U.S. Ambassador Marie Yovanovitch; 
Fiona Hill, former director for Europe and 
Russia at the National Security Council; 
Kurt Volker, former special U.S. envoy on 
Ukraine; and Ambassador Bill Taylor, top 
diplomat in Ukraine. All four came across 
as professional, informed and passionate 
about American interests in Ukraine, espe-
cially Ms. Hill who vigorously debunked the 
idea that Ukraine, not Russia, tried to influ-
ence the 2016 election. All four were desig-
nated by Time magazine as “guardians of 
the year.” America needs more public ser-
vants like them.

Which brings me to Alexandra Chalupa, 
Ukrainian American political activist who 
worked with the Obama White House 
Office of Public Liaison for a time as well as 
the Democratic Party. She helped expose 
Paul Manafort, appointed by Mr. Trump to 
run his campaign, for the Putin pawn that 
he was. Good for her. But she also allegedly 
worked with the Ukrainian Embassy in 
Washington trying up dig up dirt on Mr. 
Trump. Could it be that her efforts rein-
forced Mr. Trump’s belief that Ukrainians 
were “trying to take me down?” Just asking. 

The word on the political street is that 
Mr. Trump relies on Vladimir Putin for 
information regarding Ukraine. Is that 
another example of fake news or is our 
president really a Putin parrot? Just asking.

OK, enough asking. Time to focus on 
some facts. The next election is around the 
corner and the Ukrainian American com-
munity has a lot of work to do, especially 
Ukrainian Republicans if they want a voice 
in the polity. Fact.

Ukraine has bipartisan support in 
Congress. It also requires backing from the 

White House. Ukrainian American 
Republicans need to demonstrate that not 
all people in our community supported 
Hillary Clinton. Nor did they want to take 
down the president. Fact. 

We can learn from the past. There was a 
time when the Ukrainain Congress 
Committee of America remained neutral 
during American elections. The UCCA lead-
ership should continue that proven strate-
gy. There was a time when Ukrainian 
American Republicans were organized 
nationwide and were able to achieve signif-
icant positions in the White House and in 
Congress. In 1976, for example, the 
Ukrainian National Republican Federation 
could boast 20 state chairs, from North 
Dakota to Florida. A Ukrainian served as a 
special assistant to President Gerald Ford, 
and Ukrainians held significant posts in 
two U.S. Senate offices. 

Politicians respond to money and voting 
numbers. Unfortunately, our community 
offers neither in significant quantity. We do 
have people with brain power, however, 
people with organizational skills who can 
build voter coalitions for their party of 
choice. Fact.

The Ukrainian Weekly can play an 
important role in the 2020 elections by 
presenting reasoned arguments from both 
sides of the political spectrum. This will 
require much editing but I’m confident the 
editors are up to the task. Let’s face it, The 
Ukrainian Weekly is the newspaper of 
record for our community. Every informed 
Ukrainian American knows that. Fact. 

Time is not on our side. Mr. Putin isn’t 
done with Ukraine yet. Taking advantage of 
the political turmoil in the U.S. and Ukraine, 
he recently claimed that eastern and south-
ern Ukraine is “native Russian soil.” The 
man won’t stop nibbling away at Ukraine 
until Russia swallows Ukraine whole. Fact.

At this point I do not know who the 
Democratic presidential candidate will be. I 
do know who the Republican candidate 
will be. I may not like Mr. Trump as a per-
son but I do like his accomplishments. The 
economy is booming. We have the lowest 
unemployment in decades. Two conserva-
tive judges have been appointed to the 
Supreme Court and dozens of conserva-
tives have made it to lower federal benches. 
Mr. Trump is pro-life. Ukraine is receiving 
U.S. financial and military assistance. 
Russian sanctions remain in place. It’s time 
Ukrainian Republicans come out of the 
shadows and begin trumpeting (no pun 
intended) the good news. 

Right now, things look good for our 
president. But that could change tomorrow. 
The economy could tank. The European 
Union could implode. NATO could wobble 
even more. Vlad could stop nibbling and 
invade Ukraine for real. President Trump 
could say or do something so Putinesque 
that Ukrainian American advocacy would 
evaporate overnight. 

By some accounts, the 2020 presidential 
campaign promises to be nasty, so don’t 
expect to hear heroic and ennobling senti-
ments. The days of Harry Truman, Dwight 
Eisenhower and Gerald Ford are long gone.

The new year is here, dear reader. 
Buckle up! 

Myron Kuropas’s e-mail address is  
kuropas@comcast.net.

Just asking…
Ukraine has been in the news for 

months after a whistleblower revealed that 
President Donald Trump had secretly 
blocked $400 million in military aid for the 
war against Russia. Careers have subse-
quently been derailed; others were put in 
jeopardy – all in the context of mind-bog-
gling intrigue with clownish characters 
seeming to have come to life from a pre-
posterous crime novel. And yet, it’s deadly 
serious – literally: 14,000 Ukrainians have 
been killed in the war in the Donbas and 
more are dying every week.

A century ago this January, the post-
World War I Versailles Peace Conference 
concluded, with the map of Europe 
redrawn. Peoples subject to imperial rule 
from Berlin, Petrograd, Vienna and 
Istanbul (Ukrainians among them), peti-
tioned the powers that be, U.S. President 
Woodrow Wilson among them, to grant 
their nations a sovereign state. Most suc-
ceeded, but not Ukraine. 

In his diary, Wilson’s private secretary 
Stephen Bonsal recounts how he was 
ordered to toss 10 pounds of Ukrainian 
documents into the incinerator at a Paris 
hotel. He did so with misgivings and regret. 
“In my judgement,” Bonsal wrote, “if we are 
to bring the blessings of peace to Eastern 
Europe, 40 million of its inhabitants should 
not be ignored.” He advised Ukrainian 
activists: “…place your trust in the League 
of Nations.” 

The League was singularly ineffective 
and Bonsal’s fears related to Ukraine were 
prophetic. Post-war peace was fleeting, 
with none in Ukraine where Symon 
Petliura, Mykhailo Hrushevsky and others 
unsuccessfully fought “White Russians” 
seeking to restore the empire and 
Bolsheviks vying to establish a new one. 
How different history might have been had 
America and the allies supported the 
Ukrainian National Republic diplomatically 
and with surplus military equipment. 
Arguably, there would have been no Soviet 
empire, sparing the world untold catastro-
phes. We’ll never know; we only know 
what happened. 

The 1920s started well. Ukrainians 
failed to defend independence, but still 
their culture burgeoned in the new Soviet 
polity: literature, cinema, theater, art, 
music, journalism, religion, etc. History 
remembers it as “the Renaissance.” And 
just as culture flourished, so did rural 
Ukraine, where farmers embracing the 
Bolshevik slogan “Bread, Peace, Land” cul-
tivated a private-sector economy. These 
social/cultural/economic trends collided 
with Soviet dictator Joseph Stalin’s ideolog-
ical vision of an all-encompassing, centrally 
controlled state with a “social realist” cul-
ture dominated by the Russian “elder 
brother.” What followed in the ‘30s was 
“liquidation of the Kulaks as a class,” 
Holodomor, Terror, genocide. Millions died. 

Ukraine was also central for Adolph 
Hitler. He saw the land as the granary for 
the Third Reich and “Lebensraum” (living 
space) for a growing Germany. For him, 
Ukrainians were an impediment to his 
imperial vision no less than they were for 
Stalin. Labeling them “Untermenschen” 

(subhuman), Hitler decreed they were to 
become slaves and, once no longer useful, 
would be “exterminated.” Jews came first; 
Ukrainians later. It’s all there in “Mein 
Kampf.” History records how the two dicta-
tors in August 1939 collaborated to start 
another world war and then, turning 
against each other in 1941, fought the 
length and breadth of Ukraine for four 
years. Millions died.

Given the horrific losses in the 1930s 
and ‘40s, it’s astounding that Ukraine not 
only survived as a nation, but its people 
rose up to fight for independence. Tens of 
thousands, supported by millions, joined 
the Ukrainian Insurgent Army (UPA) to 
oppose both the Nazis and the Soviets, an 
unequal and ultimately unsuccessful strug-
gle lasting into the early 1950s. In the ‘60s, 
‘70s and ‘80s, a handful of dissidents, 
enduring harassment, prison and political 
murder, maintained the national flame. 
Their sacrifice was redeemed in 1991 
when Ukraine, to Moscow’s shock and 
global amazement, declared independence, 
ratified in a referendum with more than 90 
percent nationwide voting “yes.” In the 
Donbas, there was more than 80 percent 
support, in Crimea – 56 percent. The blue-
and-yellow flag, currency, anthem, sports 
teams, religion, national holidays – those 
cannot be over-estimated for their global 
importance. 

Jimmy Carter’s National Security 
Advisor Zbigniew Brzezinski understood 
the history and politics of Central/Eastern 
Europe as no one in his position had 
before. Independent Ukraine is the linch-
pin to peace and security in Europe, he 
later wrote, insuring Russia would not 
revert to empire to threaten its neighbors 
and global security. President Carter imple-
mented policies based on that view. 
President Ronald Reagan followed, 
famously labeling the USSR “the Evil 
Empire” and forcefully opposing that evil. 
Its fall was a triumph for the world. 

Russian president Vladimir Putin dis-
agrees. For him that was “the greatest geo-
political catastrophe of the 20th century.” 
And so, applying 21st century tools to age-
old Russian tactics, he’s been working for 
the past 20 years to reconstitute Russian 
hegemony, suppressing dissent, assassinat-
ing opponents, deploying an army of disin-
formation specialists and unwitting “useful 
idiots” to undermine elections and democ-
racy in the U.S., the U.K., the Netherlands, 
etc. Now, he’s blaming Poland – the victim 
– for the world war his Kremlin predeces-
sor started. 

Ukraine’s independence remains crucial 
to the global peace Bonsal, Brzezinski and 
so many others spoke to. It hasn’t been 
easy. Kyiv’s Maidan has been the scene of 
multiple dramatic turning points: a student 
strike and mass demonstrations in 1991, 
the Orange Revolution in 2004 and the 
Revolution of Dignity in 2014. The front 
line has now moved east to the Donbas, 
where Ukrainian men and women are mili-
tarily defending their freedom and inde-
pendence and, with that, Western interests 
and American values. The battle is also on 
the ground and in cyberspace throughout 
Ukraine and abroad, in countless social, 
political, cultural, economic realms.

January

 PERSPECTIVES
  by Andrew Fedynsky

Andrew Fedynsky’s e-mail address is  
afedynsky@gmail.com. (Continued on page 26)
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F or Ukraine, 2019 was a year of elections – first the 
presidential election on March 31 and then the par-
liamentary elections less than four months later, on 

July 21. The presidential election brought a political neo-
phyte to power in a landslide victory, while the Rada elec-
tions redrew Ukraine’s political map as newly elected 
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy’s political party, Servant 
of the People, won 254 seats out of the 424 being contest-
ed.

At the beginning of the year, analysts said that the pres-
idential race was wide open and unpredictable. National 
Deputy and two-time Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko 
was the front runner, followed by incumbent President 
Petro Poroshenko and Mr. Zelenskyy, a showman and per-
haps the country’s most popular comedian. None of the 
three approached the popularity among voters needed to 
win a simple majority. This, coupled with the fact that one-
fifth of voters were still undecided made it difficult to fore-
see who the two final candidates would be for the likely 
runoff vote in April. 

On February 4 the Central Election Commission said a 
remarkable 83 candidates had filed to run for president; 
28 of the applications were approved, 22 were rejected, 
and 33 were still under consideration. By early March, the 
pool of candidates was 39, and nationwide polls showed 
that Mr. Zelenskyy had just over 17 percent support, while 
Ms. Tymoshenko had 11.9 percent and Mr. Poroshenko 
had 10.7 percent. The next two candidates were Anatoliy 
Hrytsenko (6.8 percent) and Yuriy Boiko (6.5 percent), 
and a whopping 25.4 percent of respondents were unde-
cided. A poll conducted in March showed the same trends. 

Our Kyiv correspondent reported that this uncertainty 
was giving diplomats and investors the jitters. At stake: 
completion of a $3.9 million lending program of the 
International Monetary Fund and hundreds of millions of 
dollars in supplemental loan guarantees from the West. 
Amid high-levels of perceived public corruption, Ukraine’s 
Western backers didn’t want to see five years of invest-
ment wasted after the election, the Reuters news agency 
reported on March 26. Reuters cited anonymous foreign 
envoys, with one saying that “we certainly know what we 
get with Poroshenko,” while “we think we known what 
we’ll get with Tymoshenko… With Zelenskyy we have no 
clue.”

As the election drew nearer, front-runner Mr. Zelenskyy 
was avoiding public forums, choosing instead to run a vir-
tual campaign online and via social media, and holding 
semi-private meetings with foreign stakeholders, while 
his two closest competitors stayed on the campaign trail. 
As of mid-March, the polls showed Mr. Zelenskyy with 
19.1 percent support, Ms. Tymoshenko with 14.2 and Mr. 
Poroshenko with 12.8. Given the “personal animosity 
between” the presidents of Ukraine and Russia, Russian 
President Vladimir Putin wanted to see anybody other 
than Mr. Poroshenko win the election, U.S. Special 
Representative for Ukraine Negotiations Kurt Volker said 
in a March 18 conference call with journalists in Brussels. 

On March 31, 62.8 percent of eligible voters – close to 
18.9 million people – cast their votes. That was higher 
than the turnout for the 2014 presidential election, which 
was 60.29 percent. As predicted by numerous polls, Mr. 
Zelenskyy emerged as the top vote-getter with 30.24 per-

cent. President Poroshenko was a distant second with 
15.95 percent of the vote. Mr. Zelenskyy won the plurality 
in most oblasts, while the incumbent carried two oblasts, 
Lviv and Ternopil, and led the voting outside of Ukraine, 
which was conducted in 101 polling stations in 72 coun-
tries. Behind them were: Ms. Tymoshenko with 13.40 per-
cent, Mr. Boiko with 11.67 percent, Mr. Hrytsenko with 
6.91 percent, Ihor Smeshko with 6.04 percent, Oleh 
Lyashko with 5.48 percent, Oleksandr Vilkul with 4.15 
percent and Ruslan Koshulynsky with 1.62 percent. The 
rest of the field received under 1 percent of the vote.

The presidential election then headed to a second 
round. The main questions: Would Zelenskyy voters – 
many of whom were thought to have cast protest votes to 
reflect their dissatisfaction with the way things were 
going in Ukraine – continue to support him? For whom 
would the supporters of unsuccessful candidates vote? 
This was now a contest between an anti-establishment 
candidate and a veteran politician who touted experience 
and accomplishment over the fear of the unknown in his 
adversary, whom he called “a puppet of [oligarch Ihor] 
Kolomoisky.”

According to a nationwide survey by Rating 
Sociological Group that was conducted on April 5-10, Mr. 
Zelenskyy, 41, a politically unproven comedian, was the 
clear leader with 61 percent support among those who 
intend to vote. Multi-millionaire confectionary mogul Mr. 
Poroshenko, 58, had 24 percent support. Fifteen percent 
were still undecided. 

Mr. Zelenskyy had shied away from the public and con-
sistently ducked journalists; he conveyed messages 
through virtual platforms on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram 
and the Telegram cellphone application. In messages sent 
through the Telegram application to followers, the show-
man said he wanted to finalize the establishment of the 
long-awaited anti-corruption court, remove parliamenta-
ry immunity from prosecution, pay whistleblowers who 

uncover graft, create a separate unit to fight financial 
crimes and remove these powers from the Security 
Service of Ukraine (SBU) and other institutions. His cam-
paign was vague on national security and contradictory in 
terms of promises that don’t pertain to the president’s 
mandate. Mr. Zelenskyy’s consultants and advisers spoke 
for him, often contradicting each other on crucial issues. 
Personally, the candidate provided little insight into how 
he would establish peace in the Moscow-stoked war in the 
Donbas, aside from suggesting that the U.S. and Britain be 
brought to the negotiating table along with Germany, 
France and Russia, the latter of which had indicated it 
would not discuss the inter-state conflict based on the 
false assertion that it’s not a party to it. 

Meanwhile, President Poroshenko questioned Mr. 
Zelenskyy’s absence beyond rare scripted appearances, 
and he urged voters on election day to not think about 
“Zelenskyy or Poroshenko, think about Ukraine and how 
to preserve it… and don’t allow [the country] to be trans-
formed into Little Russia.”

Following his April 6 meeting with more than two 
dozen members of civil society, including corruption 
watchdogs, President Poroshenko promised to appoint 
judges to the newly created anti-corruption court in the 
coming days. He promised to correct the “two main mis-
takes” that he had made as president: staffing decisions 
and lack of communication – he has rarely given public 
news conferences during his term and neglected dialogue 
with public advocacy groups during the last two years. 
“Strategic communication was completely destroyed. The 
decisions were taken behind the scenes, and even if they 
were absolutely correct, they did not create trust in soci-
ety,” he said. “I acknowledged this mistake.” Mr. 
Poroshenko also promised to not appoint business associ-
ates to key positions: “I want to emphasize the following: 
no business partners, no close people will be appointed by 
Petro Poroshenko while he is president, including during 
the second term.”

A so-called debate between the two candidates was 
held in a soccer stadium two days before election day. If 
the truth be told, it was a televised show, with the candi-
dates ostensibly posing a few questions to each other and 
mostly hurling accusations. And the “moderators” were no 
more than timekeepers. As Reuters aptly characterized it: 
“The event was light on policy and heavy on theatrics, 
with supporters cheering and booing their respective can-
didates and shouting ‘Shame’ and ‘Go away’ in a gladiato-
rial atmosphere.” The real presidential debate in the TV 
studio of the state-run public broadcaster, as called for by 
law, never materialized as Mr. Zelenskyy did not show.

On election day, April 21, Mr. Zelenskyy trounced the 
incumbent, winning an astonishing 73 percent of the vote, 
with over 13.5 million voters casting their ballots for him. 
It was seen as a huge protest vote based on the elector-
ate’s desire for new faces that were not part of the politi-
cal establishment. It was also pretty incredible: a fictional 
teacher-turned-accidental president in a TV comedy was 
to become the president in real life. Mr. Zelenskyy’s stron-

 2019: THE YEAR IN REVIEW

Results of the first round of Ukraine’s presidential election held on March 31.

President-elect Volodymyr Zelenskyy takes a selfie after learning the preliminary results of the presidential elec-
tion at the Parkovy Congress and Exhibition Center in Kyiv on April 21.

Volodymyr Zelenskyy presidential campaign

Ukraine: A new president
and a new Parliament
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gest support was in the east, where nearly 90 percent of 
voters in Luhansk Oblast and 87 percent in Donetsk 
Oblast cast ballots for him. In a victory speech at his elec-
tion night headquarters, he thanked “all Ukrainians who 
supported me [and] thank you to all Ukrainians who made 
a different choice… I promise that I will never let you 
down.”

On April 22, the day after the election, several thousand 
supporters assembled in the courtyard of the Presidential 
Administration building to thank President Poroshenko 
for his service. They were grateful for all Mr. Poroshenko 
had done during his five years in office: bringing Ukraine 
closer to the European Union and NATO, rebuilding the 
Ukrainian military that was decimated by the pro-Russian 
administration of Viktor Yanukovych, defending Ukraine 
on the world stage, strongly contributing toward an inde-
pendent Orthodox Church for Ukraine, supporting the 
Ukrainian language after decades of Russification. It was a 
worthy and heartfelt send-off. 

The newly elected president soon faced serious chal-
lenges. Kremlin leader Vladimir Putin signed a decree on 
April 24 that simplified the procedure for giving Russian 
passports to some 3.8 million residents of the occupied 
parts of the Donbas. The move signaled Moscow’s further 
stranglehold on the region and reduced the maneuvering 
room that Mr. Zelenskyy would have to negotiate a lasting 
ceasefire in the Donbas. In an e-mailed statement, Mr. 
Zelenskyy’s team said that, through the decree, Russia had 
“acknowledged its responsibility as an occupier state,” and 
that it doesn’t “bring us closer to achieving the ultimate 
goal: a ceasefire.” President Poroshenko, in a video 
address, said that “the Russian Federation has crossed 
another red line, openly and disrespectfully torpedoing 
the peace process in the Donbas.” Moscow brushed off the 
criticism, and Mr. Putin stated that the move was “purely a 
humanitarian matter.”

The Russian president continued to test the president-
elect by further encroaching on Ukraine’s sovereignty. The 
Kremlin banned oil and coal exports to Ukraine, expanded 
the issuance of Russian passports to include Ukrainians 
born on the Ukrainian territory of Crimea and Ukrainians 
who have Russian residency or asylum status, and contin-
ued its creeping annexation of the Azov Sea. 

Mr. Zelenskyy mocked the Kremlin leader in a state-
ment directly addressed to the Russian people on April 28. 
Obtaining Russian citizenship, he said, offers fewer free-
doms than what Ukrainians enjoy: “The right to be arrest-
ed for a peaceful protest, the right to have no free and fair 
elections,” and the fact that “inalienable human rights and 
freedoms” don’t exist. Mr. Zelenskyy underscored that 
“Ukrainians are free people in a free country that is inde-
pendent, sovereign and indivisible.” He then said that Kyiv 
will extend citizenship to citizens of “post-Soviet states,” 
including Russia, who seek “protection, asylum and… any-
one ready to fight for freedom.”

At about the same time, the Zelenskyy team spoke of its 
priorities for the first 100 days of the new administration: 
to get bills enacted in Parliament on presidential impeach-
ment and to remove immunity from prosecution for law-
makers, the president, judges and others to whom the law 
currently applies. 

At the Verkhovna Rada, a sweeping law on languages 
was passed on April 25. A solid majority of 278 lawmak-
ers voted for the bill that made Ukrainian the sole lan-
guage in all government activities and for officials while 
performing official duties. Ukrainian dominance in media, 
culture and education also were ensured. The bill’s mea-
sures did not apply to private communication or language 
use in religious ceremonies. 

The bill would be outgoing President Poroshenko’s last 
legislative legacy. “The law on the Ukrainian language 
does not mean that we want to ‘squeeze’ any other lan-
guage,” he said. “This is definitely not the case. This law is 
about protecting our language. For no place in the world, 
except Ukraine, will it be protected.”

President-elect Zelenskyy criticized the bill’s spirit by 
saying “the state should promote the development of the 
Ukrainian language by creating incentives and positive 
examples rather than with prohibitions and punish-
ments…” He said the bill should have been widely dis-
cussed in public, despite the fact that, since the first vote 
on the bill in October 2018, it had been debated among 
experts and civil society groups throughout the country. In 
addition, more than 2,000 amendments – most of which 
came from the pro-Russian Opposition Bloc – were con-
sidered before the second vote. 

Mr. Zelenskyy spoke in early May about his priorities, 
underscoring that he would work “to defeat corruption 

rather than fight it” and to reduce monopolies in the 
opaque energy industry, while emphasizing that there is 
no alternative to European Union integration in foreign 
policy. He also said that to reduce graft he wanted to 
ensure that the public directly engages with officials as lit-
tle as possible. “Our goal is a state in a smartphone,” he 
said. 

Also in the first days of May, Mr. Zelenskyy took time to 
meet with Ukraine’s religious leaders from the Ukrainian 
Orthodox, Ukrainian Greek-Catholic, Muslim and Jewish 
communities. The Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church’s 
Patriarch Sviatoslav said they discussed “the importance 
of the Ukrainian World Congress and the Ukrainian dias-
pora to support our country in the world, as well as the 
need for an appropriate response to the challenges of 
[Russia’s] hybrid war.” 

Inauguration day came on May 20. The overarching 
theme of the new president’s inauguration speech was for 
Ukrainians of all geographic locations and persuasions to 
come together and continue building a nation. “We are all 
Ukrainians: there are no bigger or lesser, or correct or 
incorrect Ukrainians,” Mr. Zelenskyy said. “From Uzhhorod 
to Luhansk, from Chernihiv to Symferopol, in Lviv, Kharkiv, 
Donetsk, Dnipro and Odesa – we are Ukrainians. And we 
have to be one. After all, only then we are strong.” 

The address received mixed marks. Its overarching 
message of national unity was commendable; the affirma-
tion that “each of us is the president” and that “each of us 
is responsible for the country that we leave to our chil-
dren” was encouraging; and the outreach to the Ukrainian 
diaspora around the globe was welcome. The president 
spoke of common dreams (“a path to Europe”) and shared 
pain (“each of us has died in the Donbas,” “each of us is a 
refugee”). The first task “is ceasefire in the Donbas,” the 
president said, adding that he is ready “to pay any price to 
stop the deaths of our heroes …as long as we do not give 
up our territories.” But there was no mention by name of 
the aggressor – an omission not lost on most observers. 
Mr. Zelenskyy also spoke several sentences in Russian 
during his speech – an attempt to be clearly heard by the 
Russian-speaking portion of the multi-ethnic population 
of Ukraine.

In the next few days, there was cause for worry about 
the new president’s first steps. He signed a decree dissolv-
ing the Verkhovna Rada and announced pre-term elec-
tions for July 21 – a move that was challenged in court as a 
violation of the Constitution. He tapped Andriy Bohdan, 
Mr. Kolomoisky’s lawyer, as his chief of staff, once again 
raising questions about his own connections to that oli-
garch; he named several TV colleagues to his presidential 
staff. Most troubling and dangerous was the idea, voiced 
by Mr. Bohdan, that the issue of peace agreements with 
Russia – the aggressor in both the Donbas and Crimea – 
could be put to a nationwide referendum. Without going 
into detail, Mr. Bohdan also said Ukraine should be ready 

for compromise with Russia. All this came at a time when 
Prime Minister Volodymyr Groysman and his Cabinet of 
Ministers resigned, meaning that the Cabinet would oper-
ate in a caretaker capacity with limited power. 
Significantly, Mr. Groysman said his suggestion that the 
Cabinet and the Rada work together with the new admin-
istration to “shape a new agenda” was rejected by 
President Zelenskyy.

On May 27, Mr. Zelenskyy visited the frontline towns of 
Shchastia and Stanytsia Luhanska, the latter of which is 
the location of one of two civilian cross-points in that east-
ernmost oblast. The presidential website noted that the 
new commander-in-chief “spoke with the soldiers about 
living conditions, the quality of food, the provision of 
equipment, housing and social benefits, as well staffing in 
subdivisions.” 

On May 29 he met with the International Monetary 
Fund, after which he said the “IMF has always been a reli-
able partner of Ukraine in times when we need support.” 
Ukraine then had a $3.9 billion stand-by agreement with 
the Washington-based lender and needed to repay more 
than $5 billion in foreign debt in 2019. After the IMF 
meeting, Oleksandr Danylyuk, the newly tapped secretary 
of the National Security and Defense Council, told journal-
ists that Ukraine would seek a longer-term deal with the 
IMF. (On September 27, Mr. Danylyuk resigned, apparently 
due to dissatisfaction with the Zelenskyy administration’s 
style of work, including on issues revolving around 
PrivatBank, once owned by oligarch Mr. Kolomoisky, as 
well as conflicts with Mr. Bohdan of the Presidential Office. 
On October 3 President Zelenskyy announced that Mr. 
Danylyuk would be replaced by Oleksiy Danilov, who had 
been serving as his deputy.)

Mr. Zelenskyy’s first foreign trip was to Brussels, where 
he visited European Union (EU) and North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization (NATO) institutions on June 4-5 and empha-
sized Ukraine’s unswerving course toward further inte-
gration with both. Noting that a wide range of issues was 
discussed with European Commissioner Jean-Claude 
Juncker, including the EU’s consistent support of Ukraine’s 
“sovereignty and territorial integrity,” Mr. Zelenskyy said 
that peace in the Russo-Ukrainian war can only be 
achieved through dialogue. “Our goal remains unchanged 
– the liberation of the Donbas exclusively through political 
and diplomatic channels,” Mr. Zelenskyy said, while urging 
the EU to keep existing sanctions on Russia. 

Speaking with NATO chief Jens Stoltenberg, the presi-
dent discussed reforming the Security Service of Ukraine 
(SBU) and other intelligence agencies, as well as the 
defense and industrial complex, and instituting overall 
civilian control over security and defense. On June 5 he 
told 1+1’s morning program from Brussels that he wanted 
to hold a national referendum on NATO accession. 

Mr. Zelenskyy also paid visits to Paris on June 17 and to 
Berlin on June 18, meeting with French President 
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Emmanuel Macron and German Chancellor Angela 
Merkel. The Ukrainian president stressed that sanctions 
against Russia for its invasion and occupation of Ukraine’s 
territory should be maintained and even expanded. 
Sanctions “are the only means to liberate the occupied 
region, and restore our territorial integrity and sovereign-
ty, and return them to our people,” he told the German 
newspaper Bild.

In this newspaper’s June 9 issue, we finally tackled the 
matter of the correct spelling of the new president’s last 
name. Here’s how we explained it: “The Ukrainian Weekly 
has adjusted the English-language spelling of the 
Ukrainian president’s last name to match the change 
made on the official website of the president of Ukraine 
(president.gov.ua). The official website first spelled the 
new president’s surname ‘Zelensky,’ but on May 30 
changed all references to ‘Zelenskyy.’ President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy’s last name has also been rendered as Zelenskiy 
and Zelenskyi by various sources. The president’s foreign 
press inquiry office did not respond to a May 31 request 
from The Weekly for a clarification. Thus, we have made a 
decision to comply with the spelling now utilized on the 
official presidential website.”

The Rada elections

It seemed that the presidential election had just been 
held when it was time for Ukraine’s voters to once again 
go to the polls. But first, the Constitutional Court of 
Ukraine had to consider the legality of pre-term parlia-
mentary elections called for July 21 by President 
Zelenskyy in a May 21 decree. The court began its hear-
ings on June 11. Mr. Zelenskyy argued that his legal posi-
tion is “indisputable and flawless” – one that he would 
prove in court. The main reason for calling snap elections 
is the absence of a governing coalition, he said. He also 
noted that many factors point to the “spirit of the law,” 
including low public trust of the legislature and popular 
support for dissolving the Verkhovna Rada. The court 
ruled on June 20 that the snap elections could take place.

In the meantime, political parties were holding their 
congresses in mid-June ahead of the elections. Polls sug-
gested that five parties – three pro-Western, one populist 
and one pro-Kremlin – were expected to pass the 5-per-
cent barrier for half of the 450 parliamentary seats based 
on a proportional voting system. A nationwide survey that 
the Kyiv International Institute of Sociology released on 
June 10 reported that the president’s Servant of the 
People party could capture nearly 49 percent of decided 
voters. The pro-Russian Opposition Platform-For Life 
party was polling in second place with 12 percent sup-
port, while Ex-President Poroshenko’s re-branded 
European Solidarity party and former Prime Minister 
Tymoshenko’s Batkivshchyna party each had about 8 per-
cent support. Polling fifth with 6 percent support was the 
newly established party of Ukraine’s most prominent rock 
star, Svyatoslav Vakarchuk, which is called Holos Zmin 
(Voice of Change). 

The Verkhovna Rada’s eighth convocation held its final 
plenary session on July 11 with a long-awaited political 
breakthrough – the adoption of a new Election Code. It 
came too late to be applicable to the pre-term parliamen-
tary elections, though it will apply to the next local elec-
tions scheduled for 2020. The changes will not be applica-
ble to the Verkhovna Rada until December 1, 2023. The 
main change is the shift from a mixed proportional-
majoritarian system, in which 50 percent of national dep-
uties were elected on the basis of votes for political parties 
and 50 percent in single-mandate constituencies, to a 
purely proportional one – with the critical difference that 
it will be with open party lists. Voters will also be able to 
vote not only for a party, but for specific candidates pro-
posed by a party. 

The July 21 parliamentary elections continued the big-
gest political shake-up in independent Ukraine’s history, 
as Mr. Zelenskyy’s landslide victory in the presidential 
election was replicated by a win on a historic scale by his 
party, Servant of the People. As predicted by opinion and 
exit polls, Servant of the People won a clear majority – the 
first time any party had achieved such a dominating posi-
tion in the Verkhovna Rada. Servant of the People cap-
tured 254 of the 424 seats being contested (26 of the 
Parliament’s 450 seats remain unfilled because elections 
could not be held in areas occupied by Russia). It won 124 
seats in voting for party lists and another 130 in single-
mandate constituencies.

The four other parties that managed to pass the 5 per-
cent threshold to get into the Rada lagged far behind. The 
pro-Russian Opposition Platform – For Life did somewhat 

better than expected, securing a total of 43 seats, the 
Batkivshchyna party obtained 26 seats and European 
Solidarity won 25. Mr. Vakarchuk’s new party Holos man-
aged to just get in, winning 20 seats. Servant of the People 
came first in all but three regions. In Lviv, Holos pushed 
the party into second place. In the Donetsk and Luhansk 
regions, Servant of the People was second after the 
Opposition Platform – For Life. Voter turnout, at 49.84 
percent, was the lowest in all of Ukraine’s parliamentary 
elections since 1991.

Soon after election day, representatives of Servant of 
the People confirmed that the first priorities for the new 
Parliament would be to complete the work left undone by 
the previous Verkhovna Rada, namely to lift the immunity 
from prosecution for national deputies, proscribe the ille-
gal enrichment of officials and adopt a law allowing for 
the impeachment of the president. After that, the empha-
sis would be on more effective legal reform, stepping up 
efforts to curb corruption, enhancing legislation dealing 
with decentralization and liberalizing the economy.

The first session of the newly elected Rada was on 
August 29. Dmytro Razumkov, the former “political techni-
cian” turned politician and No. 1 on the Servant of the 
People party list during the parliamentary elections, was 
elected the Parliament’s chairman; Ruslan Stefanchuk, a 
professor of law, regarded as the main ideologist of 
Servant of the People, who also serves as the president’s 
official representative in the Rada, was elected first-depu-
ty chair; and Olena Kondratiuk of the Batkivshchyna party, 
a relative unknown, became the second deputy chair. 

During their initial session, the national deputies 
approved a new prime minister and Cabinet of Ministers, 
and replaced the prosecutor general. Oleksiy Honcharuk, a 
lawyer with right-liberal leanings, was appointed prime 
minister. He heads a revamped government, as the num-
ber of ministers has been reduced from 25 to 17 and some 
of the ministries have been transformed. The key position 
of prosecutor general was filled by Ruslan Riaboshapka, a 
former deputy minister of justice who had resigned from 
the National Agency for Corruption Prevention (NABU).

 Also that day, the Rada passed in its first reading a bill 
to lift the immunity of national deputies from prosecution 
in matters concerning criminal offenses. The bill was 
passed in its second reading at the next parliamentary 
session on September 3, thus becoming law. The measure 
was approved by 373 votes, with only the Opposition Bloc 
– For Life opposing it.

The case of Ulana Suprun

Ongoing efforts to overhaul Ukraine’s defective and 
corrupt health-care system took a serious blow on 
February 5 when a Kyiv administrative circuit court issued 
an injunction that barred its chief implementer – Dr. Ulana 
Suprun – from performing her duties as acting health min-
ister. From the outset of her appointment on July 27, 2016, 
the Ukrainian American physician had stepped on the toes 
of deeply entrenched corruption interests. Dr. Suprun’s 
approach to ensure that “money follows the patient,” mod-
eled after Great Britain’s health-care system, among other 
quality-care improvements, came to a temporary end 
when Justice Serhiy Karakashyan ruled in favor of the 
plaintiff, populist Radical Party lawmaker Ihor Mosiychuk 
of the Radical Party, who repeatedly challenged the legali-
ty of Dr. Suprun’s position as acting health minister. Judge 
Karakashyan ruled that she has dual Ukrainian and U.S. 
citizenship in contravention of the law. He also said that 
the term had expired for her to continue in the role of act-
ing minister. Instead, he said, she could fulfill the duties of 
deputy minister of health. On February 14, Dr. Suprun was 
reinstated as acting minister of health, after the judge 
reversed his own injunction. The decision came after four 
days of deliberations based on a Justice Ministry appeal. 

Dr. Suprun had been praised by the World Health 
Organization as well as foreign donors of Ukraine for 
removing long-entrenched opportunities for corruption in 
the country’s health care system.

On May 21, Acting Minister of Health Suprun spoke at 
the 72nd session of the World Health Assembly (WHA) in 
Geneva, telling that body about the transformation of 
Ukraine’s health care: “Over the last two and a half years, 
the path to universal health coverage and attaining SGD 3 
[Sustainable Development Goals regarding good health 
and well-being] in Ukraine was built by redefining how 
health-care services are financed by creating the National 
Health Service of Ukraine, a single payer system. In just 
over a year, 27.6 million patients signed declarations with 
a family doctor of their choice. Over 1,900 primary care 
facilities and almost 25,000 doctors have joined the new 

system, making patient-centered medicine a reality. 
Multiple surveys show patient satisfaction with their fami-
ly doctors at over 70 percent and disapproval in the single 
digits. Family doctor’s salaries have doubled and, in some 
cases, tripled or quadrupled. The system is built on a digi-
tal solution, where e-health is the source for billing, health 
data and quality assurance.”

Dr. Suprun’s position at the Ministry of Health 
remained precarious. During a live television broadcast on 
June 5 from Brussels, Mr. Zelenskyy said he didn’t expect 
Acting Health Minister Suprun, a Detroit native of 
Ukrainian extraction, to hold her post once a new govern-
ment is formed. “Suprun? Ha-ha-ha. Well, there are differ-
ent attitudes towards her. You know how she is called 
[Doctor death], don’t you know? Thank God I have anoth-
er doctor in my family,” Mr. Zelenskyy said. 

In response, Dr. Suprun said during the weekly govern-
ment meeting on June 5, “I can’t arrive at any conclusions 
regarding what kind of person President Zelenskyy is.” 
She continued: “He has worked for a short period only. I 
hope that he will not make any conclusions without talk-
ing to me [first], and not having seen the [effect] of our 
work.”

On August 29, Dr. Suprun was replaced by Zoriana 
Skaletska, a leading NGO activist in the medical sector and 
a law professor.

And the war continues

On February 25 , the United Nations Office of the High 
Commissioner for Human Rights said some 13,000 people 
had been killed, a quarter of them civilians, and as many 
as 30,000 wounded in the war in eastern Ukraine since it 
broke out in April 2014. “OHCHR estimates the total num-
ber of conflict-related casualties in Ukraine... at 40,000-
43,000” from April 14, 2014, to January 31, 2019, the 
statement said, including “12,800-13,000 killed.” The esti-
mated death toll included 3,321 civilians.

In a July 8 video statement on Facebook, Mr. Zelenskyy 
said he was ready to hold talks with Mr. Putin in the 
Belarusian capital, Minsk. “We need to talk? We do. Let us 
discuss who Crimea belongs to and who is not there in the 
Donbas,” the Ukrainian president said, adding that he 
wanted the leaders of the United States, Germany, France 
and the United Kingdom present at the talks. Mr. 
Zelenskyy said at a summit with top European Union offi-
cials on July 8 that peace could be returned to Ukraine 
only by way of diplomatic negotiations. “We want to stop 
this war, and we want to return peace to Ukraine,” he con-
tinued. “But this can be done with only one weapon: diplo-
macy.” He also said that sanctions must be upheld against 
Russia until Ukraine’s territorial integrity is restored. 
“Sanctions policy is the last civilized tool to achieve peace.” 

Mr. Zelenskyy’s statement came amid concerns voiced 
by Ukrainian politicians and activists regarding the televi-
sion “bridge” proposed by Russia’s state-owned Rossia-1 
channel and Ukraine’s NewsOne television network, 
which is associated with Viktor Medvedchuk, the head of 
Ukraine’s pro-Kremlin Opposition Platform – For Life 
party. On July 7, a Russian state TV presenter known for 
his fiery anti-Western diatribes, Dmitry Kiselyov, 

Infographic by RFE/RL shows the number of seats in 
the Verkhovna Rada won by parties in the July 21 par-
liamentary elections. (NB: 26 seats were vacant because 

of the Russian occupation of those territories.)

 2019: THE YEAR IN REVIEW



No. 3THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY      SUNDAY, JANUARY 19, 202010

announced that the direct Russian-Ukrainian TV link 
called “We Need To Talk” would be held on July 12. Mr. 
Zelenskyy called the project “a cheap and dangerous PR 
tool” ahead of the snap parliamentary elections scheduled 
for July 21. He said that the purpose of the show was “to 
divide” Ukrainians into “two camps,” pro-Russian and pro-
EU, ahead of election day.

A different Independence Day

On August 24 Ukraine celebrated the 28th anniversary 
of its renewed independence and attention was focused 
on the capital to see how the country’s new president 
would impose his new style on the proceedings. It was 
announced that the traditional parade would be replaced 
by a March of Dignity, and a separate procession, to be 
called the March of the Defenders of Ukraine, would also 
be held by Ukrainian war veterans. 

Ukrainian Independence Day ceremonies began on the 
famed Instytutska street, where the president and his 
wife, in the presence of scores of children clad in white, 
paid tribute to the Heavenly Hundred, the heroes of the 
Maidan who were shot down by snipers at that site in the 
last stages of the Revolution of Dignity in February 2014. 

The president greeted the representatives of the armed 
forces on the Maidan, delivered his speech to the nation 
from there, and proceeded to award medals for bravery 
and distinguished service. The music and entertainment 
adapted to the occasion was provided by a host of well-
known artists, cultural figures and ensembles, including 
the famed Veryovka choir, Ukraine’s leading composer 
Myroslav Skoryk, the electro-folk music band Onuka, sing-
er Tina Carol, and even a rapper. In his first Independence 
Day address, President Zelenskyy reflected on Ukraine’s 
epic state-building journey in the 10th century A.D. and 
called on fellow Ukrainians “not to quarrel over the past, 
but to unite for the future.” 

The “unofficial” march though the center of Kyiv of the 
Defenders of Ukraine followed the official celebrations. 
Thousands of war veterans, relatives of the fallen and 
their friends, sympathizers, clergy and chaplains from var-
ious regions of the country, proudly moved as planned 
from the Taras Shevchenko University through the capi-
tal’s main streets via the Khreshchatyk to the Maidan. 
Many of them carried blue-and-yellow and military flags, 
portraits of fallen heroes and banners identifying their 
places of origin. 

Foreign policy challenges

On September 14, speaking on the sidelines of the Yalta 
European Strategy (YES) conference in Kyiv, Ukraine’s 
new minister of foreign affairs, veteran diplomat Vadym 
Prystaiko, told RFE/RL that he hoped the West was pres-
suring Moscow as hard as it was pushing Kyiv for progress 
toward peace in the Donbas. Western countries such as 
Germany, France and the United States have become “so 
preoccupied by progress” that some in Kyiv are growing 
worried that they might force Ukraine into a bad deal with 
Russia for the sake of peace.

Four days later, he said that a meeting of the Normandy 
Four – which Ukraine had wanted to be held in September 
– would probably be held in October. Russia’s insistence 
on strict terms for its participation in a new Normandy 
Four summit – namely Ukraine’s acceptance of the contro-
versial “Steinmeier formula” from 2016 as a precondition 
– set off alarm bells. The formula was keenly supported by 
Russia, and backed by Germany and France too. But 
Ukraine was wary of this scheme. The Steinmeier formula 
foresees the simultaneous implementation of both the 
security and political components of the earlier Minsk 
accords from 2014 and 2015, but the interpretation of the 
modalities of their implementation remained a stumbling 
block. 

On September 19, former Ukrainian President Leonid 
Kuchma, Mr. Zelenskyy’s envoy for the ongoing peace talks 
in Minsk, expressed his concern. He told the Associated 
Press that Ukraine is being pressured by France and 
Germany to agree to “all the demands that Moscow is 
making,” effectively empowering the “separatists” it has 
installed there through what would be phony local elec-
tions under Russian control. “I don’t have a lot of hope,” he 
added. “Zelenskyy will have a hard time – it will be one 
against three people,” 

 Mr. Kuchma reiterated the Ukrainian position: 
“Security comes first. You need to pull out the troops, pull 
out the heavy weaponry, give us back the border, and then 
we will hold free elections.” Subsequently, Mr. Prystaiko 
and other Ukrainian officials clarified that any elections in 
the occupied areas can be conducted only once Russian 

forces are withdrawn, under Ukrainian law and supervi-
sion of the Organization for Security and Cooperation in 
Europe (OSCE), and that any local self-governance is limit-
ed and temporary. The question of how representative an 
election in the Donbas could be in the absence of 1.5 mil-
lion internally displaced persons remained open.

As the date of the Normandy Four conference was 
again pushed back, Foreign Affairs Minister Prystaiko told 
the European Parliament’s Committee on Foreign Affairs 
in Brussels on October 14 that Kyiv seeks to end the con-
flict in eastern Ukraine, but not at any cost. “Ukraine is 
now and will stay a unitary state. We are not talking about 
a forceful federalization of Ukraine,” Mr. Prystaiko said “A 
second red line is that we are not changing our 
Constitution the way Russia wants it.” Mr. Prystaiko said 
Kyiv was ready to grant the areas held by Russia-backed 
separatists in the Donetsk and Luhansk regions “some 
sort of self-determination within the process of decentral-
ization,” which he said “is ongoing in Ukraine anyway.” 
Later that same day, he spoke of Kyiv’s plans for peace at a 
regular meeting of the European Union’s foreign affairs 
ministers in Luxembourg.

Despite continuing reassurances from the Zelenskyy 
administration that it would not yield on fundamental 
issues concerning Ukraine’s sovereignty and territorial 
integrity, protests against what many saw as Kyiv’s poten-
tial “capitulation” before Russia by accepting the contro-
versial “Steinmeier formula” intensified and spread. On 
October 6 more than 10,000 people demonstrated on 
Kyiv’s Maidan, making it the largest public protest since 
the Revolution of Dignity. Protests were also held in 
numerous cities all across the country. In addition, the 
oblast councils in the Lviv, Ivano-Frankivsk and 
Khmelnytsky regions and the city councils of Sumy and 
Kropyvnytsky voiced their opposition to the Steinmeier 
formula. 

The issue received considerable attention at the “media 
marathon,” a free-ranging press conference convened by 
President Zelenskyy on October 10. Pressed hard by jour-
nalists, he acknowledged that part of the reason for the 
current situation is shortcomings on his administration’s 
side in communicating about was happening and really at 
stake to the population. In the face of nationwide “No to 
Capitulation!” protests, Mr. Zelenskyy repeatedly insisted 
there were clear “red lines” that Ukraine would not cross. 
In the run-up to the Normandy format summit, now 
scheduled for December 9, the Ukrainian president said 
his main objective would be try to move the negotiations 
from talk to agreement on a specific timeframe for ending 
the war and “the return of our territory.” 

Meanwhile, on December 3, three factions in the 
Verkhovna Rada – Mr. Poroshenko’s European Solidarity, 
Ms. Tymoshenko’s Batkivshchyna and Mr. Vakarchuk’s 
Voice – issued a joint declaration listing the red lines that 
the Ukrainian president should not cross. On December 8, 
several thousand people took part in a rally on the 
Maidan, which was addressed by Mr. Poroshenko. Similar 

meetings were held in several other cities. In the evening, 
many of the demonstrators in Kyiv began a vigil outside 
the presidential building.

Once the four-way talks were held in Paris on 
December 9, they were greeted with cautious optimism 
for having reactivated the stalled negotiations based on 
the Minsk accords to end Russia’s war in the Donbas. 
Ukraine’s president managed to secure agreement on an 
exchange of all prisoners, a commitment to a general 
ceasefire and a follow-up meeting of the Normandy four 
within four months. However, many political issues relat-
ed to the future of eastern Ukrainian regions controlled by 
joint Russian-separatist forces remained unresolved. 
Among the details that will need to be addressed before 
the next summit are: if and how the Steinmeier formula 
can be applied, when local elections can be held in occu-
pied areas of the Donbas and what form of local-self-gov-
ernment will be given to them. 

Back home in Ukraine, even the organizers of protests 
acknowledged that Mr. Zelenskyy had not crossed any red 
lines and ended their vigil outside his headquarters. 

Prisoners of war, political prisoners

March 5 marked 100 days that the Ukrainian sailors 
captured by Russia on November 25, 2018, had spent as 
prisoners of war. The men were seized off three Ukrainian 
Navy vessels – the artillery boats Berdyansk and Nikopol, 
and the sea mule tugboat Yany Kapu – as they were sailing 
in the Black Sea toward the Azov Sea. The incident near 
the Kerch Strait was a clear violation of international law 
and an incontrovertible act of war. The seamen, who were 
held in Moscow’s Lefortovo Prison, were charged with 
trespassing on “Russian territory” and faced sentences of 
up to six years in prison. 

Soon after the 100-day mark came the news that the 
Office of the U.N. High Commissioner for Human Rights 
had clearly stated that Russia is in breach of international 
humanitarian law and that the 24 Ukrainians are prison-
ers of war. “This is the first time that such an international 
body has spelled this out, demolishing Russia’s attempts 
to deny that the 24 men are POWs, and highlighting 
Russia’s continuing violations in trying to foist criminal 
charges upon the men,” the Kharkiv Human Rights 
Protection Group underscored.

On May 10, Ukraine argued during a hearing at the 
United Nation’s International Tribunal for the Law of the 
Sea in Hamburg, Germany, for the release of the crewmen 
and vessels that Russia had impounded. Joined by an 
international team of lawyers and experts, Deputy 
Minister of Foreign Affairs Olena Zerkal argued that 
Moscow had violated the U.N. Convention on the Law of 
the Sea when its naval forces detained the 22 Ukrainian 
sailors and two Security Service officers who were aboard 
three vessels.

On May 25, the U.N. tribunal issued its ruling and 
ordered Russia to immediately free the 24 seamen. 
Nineteen judges voted for the ruling; the lone dissenting 

At the Normandy format summit in Paris on December 9 (from left): President Volodymyr Zelenskyy of Ukraine, 
President Emmanuel Macron of France, President Vladimir Putin of Russia and Chancellor Angela Merkel of 

Germany.

Presidential Office of Ukraine
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vote came from a Russian judge. Kremlin spokesperson 
Dmitry Peskov told the Russian media that Moscow would 
not abide by the ruling. President Zelensky welcomed the 
tribunal’s ruling in a statement on the presidential web-
site. He said Russia can “make the first step towards 
unblocking negotiations and resolving the problems it cre-
ated in a civilized way.”

On May 10, activists in Ukraine marked the fifth anni-
versary of the arrest of Ukrainian film director Oleh 
Sentsov, who was serving a 20-year prison term in Russia 
on charges of terrorism that have were criticized by 
human rights groups and Western governments as politi-
cally motivated. Dressed in black clothes, with their 
mouths taped and hands chained, the demonstrators 
marched in Kyiv, stopping at 14 embassies of Western 
countries. A Crimea native, Ms. Sentsov had opposed 
Russia’s 2014 takeover of the Ukrainian peninsula.

In yet another case that was seen as politically motivat-
ed, 20-year-old Ukrainian Pavlo Hryb was sentenced on 
March 22 to six years in prison after he was convicted of 
“promoting terrorism” – a charge he said was fabricated 
by the Federal Security Service (FSB). Mr. Hryb’s father, 
Ihor, condemned the March 22 verdict as a “death sen-
tence for Pavlo... who needs an urgent medical operation 
in order to live.” (Mr. Hryb suffered from portal hyperten-
sion, a condition that worsened in Russian custody, and 
needed heart surgery.) Ukraine denounced the verdict by 
the North Caucasus Regional Court, calling it “unlawful,” 
and Pavlo Hryb announced a hunger strike to protest the 
ruling as well as his treatment in jail. 

Meanwhile, according to the advocacy groups 
Memorial and the Kharkiv Human Rights Protection 
Group, Moscow still held more than 100 Ukrainian politi-
cal prisoners in Crimea and Russia.

Finally, there was some good news on September 7, 
when 35 Ukrainian political prisoners and hostages were 
returned to Ukraine in an exchange involving the same 
number of detainees held by Kyiv because of their hostile 
activities on behalf of Russia. Eleven of the Ukrainians had 
been jailed on trumped-up political charges. These includ-
ed Mr. Sentsov and Oleksandr Kolchenko, who were sen-
tenced to prison terms of 20 and 10 years, respectively, for 
allegedly plotting terroristic acts in Crimea. Mykola 
Karpiuk and Stanislav Klykh were accused of having 
fought on the side of Chechen rebels against the Kremlin 
in the 1990s, tortured and given sentences of more than 
20 years each. Others had subsequently been detained 
while visiting Moscow, as was the case with journalist 
Roman Sushchenko in 2016, or even abducted after being 
lured by a “virtual” girlfriend on the Internet, as happened 
in August 2017 with Mr. Hryb while he was visiting 
Belarus. Volodymyr Balukh was arrested in December 
2016 in Crimea and given a five-year prison term for not 
accepting Russia’s policies. And Crimean Tatar activist 
Edem Bekirov was detained in December 2018 while 
returning to Crimea from mainland Ukraine to visit his 
elderly mother. Others released were Oleksiy Syzonovych, 
a 62-year-old pensioner, Yevhen Panov and Artur Panov, 
all of whom were accused of plotting terroristic acts. Also 

among the 35 were the 24 Ukrainian seamen seized along 
with their three ships in November 2018. The ships, how-
ever, remained in Russian custody.

A controversial figure among the prisoners released to 
Russia was potential witness Vladimir Tsemakh, who had 
commanded an air-defense unit of the Russia-backed forc-
es fighting in the Donbas at the time of the downing of 
Malaysia Airlines Flight 17 (MH17) in July 2017, when all 
298 people on board were killed. He had boasted about 
his role in shooting down the aircraft. President Zelenskyy 
gave assurances that there was no cause for concern. He 
stressed that Mr. Tsemakh had been properly questioned 
and that Dutch investigators had been given access to him. 
Indeed, the president intimated that the exchange had 
been held up because of this.

The three ships captured by Russia were finally 
released almost a year later, on November 19, but they 
were returned in very poor condition. Vice-Admiral Ihor 
Voronchenko said on November 20 that, because of their 
condition, the ships – two small Ukrainian armored artil-
lery vessels and a tug boat – were being moved slowly by 
other vessels. “They cannot sail on their own. The 
Russians ruined them – even took lamps, power outlets 
and toilets. We will show the whole world the Russian 
barbarism towards them,” Admiral Voronchenko said. The 
ships arrived at the port of Ochakiv in the southern 
Mykolayiv region.

At the end of the year, there was another prisoner 
exchange. On December 29, Ukraine and the Russian-

backed “authorities” in the Donetsk and Luhansk “peo-
ple’s republics” carried out a prisoner exchange whereby 
76 Ukrainian captives – 12 military personnel and 64 
civilians – were swapped for 127 people who were 
released to Russia’s proxies. It certainly was not the “all 
for all” prisoner exchange foreseen by the Normandy for-
mat talks of December 9, 2019, nor was it an even swap. 
Moreover, no Crimean Tatars were among those released, 
nor were the political prisoners held in Russia. 
Nonetheless, there was real joy in Ukraine upon the return 
of those held by Russian-backed forces – some of them 
since 2015.

The prisoner swap was strongly criticized because of 
the terms on which it was made. Among the prisoners 
released by Ukraine were ex-officers of the Berkut impli-
cated in the killings of protesters during the Revolution of 
Dignity in February 2014 and pro-Russian militants con-
victed of a terrorist attack in Kharkiv in February 2015. 
The Kyiv Court of Appeal on December 28 freed from cus-
tody five former Berkut officers charged with killing 48 
Maidan activists; that same day a Kharkiv court sentenced 
the three militants responsible for four deaths to life 
imprisonment, but then promptly released them from 
custody. It was justice denied. Critics said President 
Zelenskyy – who called the swap “a great victory” – had 
gone too far in his concessions and that including these 
men in the exchange had undermined ongoing criminal 
cases. Mr. Sentsov, who had been a political prisoner 
before he was set free in a swap in September 2019, said 
Kyiv was giving up “real murderers” and that “everything 
Ukrainians fought for” was being undermined.

Mr. Zelenskyy responded by explaining that the trans-
fer of the former Berkut officers was a condition of the 
prisoner exchange and saying “it was a difficult decision” 
and a “political” one. “If they had stayed, we would not 
have received our intelligence officers, would not have 
received the guys who were defending Ukraine, who were 
in Debaltseve,” he added. “We cannot bring the dead back. 
But we could bring those alive back,” he underlined, add-
ing “that’s the main thing.” At the same time, he pledged: 
“It will not affect the cases of Maidan in any way. As I 
promised, we will finish the investigation of Maidan cases. 
Definitely.” 

The Crimean Tatars

At the beginning of 2019, we published an analysis by 
Paul Goble which reported that Mustafa Dzhemilev, the 
leader of the Crimean Tatars, said the goal of his nation is 
“the establishment of a platform for the return of Crimea 
on the basis of the Budapest Memorandum,” the 1994 
accord under which Russia and the West agreed to guar-
antee Ukraine’s territorial integrity in exchange for its sur-
render of nuclear weapons. The Crimean Tatar leader had 
lobbied for the U.N.’s passage on December 17, 2018, of 
the resolution on the demilitarization of occupied Crimea 
in large part because “there for the first time was a refer-
ence to the Budapest Memorandum.” It is “very impor-
tant,” he noted, that the United Nations specified that 
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Crimean Tatar representatives at a meeting with President Volodymyr Zelenskyy on August 9.

A long blue-and-yellow banner is paraded during the March of the Defenders of Ukraine held on Ukraine’s 
Independence Day, August 24.

Presidential Office of Ukraine
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Russia’s militarization of Crimea is “a violation of the 
Budapest memorandum.”

March 18 marked the fifth anniversary of the Russian 
takeover of Ukraine’s Crimean peninsula. That was the 
date in 2014 when Russian President Vladimir Putin, with 
great fanfare in Moscow, signed a treaty that made Crimea 
part of the Russian Federation. That spectacle followed 
the March 16 “referendum” in Crimea, which purported to 
show that nearly 97 percent of voters in Crimea favored 
“reunification” with Russia – no matter that the voting 
took place under conditions of military occupation, literal-
ly at gunpoint. Furthermore, Crimean Tatars and 
Ukrainians and others who wanted to remain part of 
Ukraine largely boycotted the vote, which they saw as 
unconstitutional and predetermined; while “political tour-
ists” were allowed to cast their ballots. 

On July 8, the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of 
Europe (PACE), by a vote of 94-7 with 11 abstentions, 
passed the “Resolution on the Militarization by the 
Russian Federation of the Temporarily Occupied 
Autonomous Republic of Crimea and the City of 
Sevastopol, Ukraine, the Black Sea and the Sea of Azov,” in 
which it reaffirmed its full respect for the sovereignty, 
political independence, unity and territorial integrity of 
Ukraine, which includes the Autonomous Republic of 
Crimea, the city of Sevastopol and maritime areas; reiter-
ated its condemnation of the ongoing illegal occupation 
and attempted annexation of Crimea by the Russian 
Federation; reiterated its grave concern over the increas-
ing militarization of the Crimean peninsula and the 
Russian Federation’s intention to deploy nuclear weapons 
in that area; and condemned the increasing militarization 
of the Sea of Azov, the Kerch Strait and the Black Sea by 
the Russian Federation.

On August 9, the International Day of the World’s 
Indigenous Peoples, President Zelenskyy had a meeting 
with the representatives of the Crimean Tatar people. The 
meeting was aimed at deepening the cooperation of the 
Presidential Office, the president’s representation in 
Crimea and the Mejlis of the Crimean Tatar people, and 
the coordination of efforts toward deoccupation of the 
peninsula and its reintegration, and the protection of 
Crimean Tatars who are being oppressed by the occupy-
ing authorities. Participating were Permanent 
Representative of the President in the Autonomous 
Republic of Crimea Anton Korynevych, Mr. Dzhemilev, 
Chairman Refat Chubarov and Kurultai delegate Rustem 
Umerov. In order to record all human rights violations in 
Crimea, Messrs. Chubarov and Dzhemilev offered to raise 
in the international arena the issue of establishing a per-
manent monitoring mission on the temporarily occupied 
peninsula. They underscored that the U.N. Human Rights 
Monitoring Group and the Special Monitoring Mission of 
the OSCE that operates in the temporarily occupied part of 
the Donetsk and Luhansk oblasts already have this right. 
Mr. Korynevych noted that the occupying authorities of 
the Russian Federation do not allow international human 
rights monitoring missions to enter the peninsula, as they 
understand that the evidence gathered could be used in 
international courts, in particular in the International 
Criminal Court.

The U.N. General Assembly on December 9 called on 
the Russian Federation to withdraw its military forces and 
end its occupation of Ukraine’s Crimean peninsula with-
out delay. The resolution also condemned visits by 
Russian officials to the temporarily occupied Crimean 
peninsula, including those in connection with conducting 
military exercises, and expressed its deep concern over 
the use of seized Ukrainian military industry enterprises 
in occupied Crimea by the Russian Federation. It also 
called on all member states as well as international orga-
nizations and specialized agencies to refrain from any vis-
its to Crimea that are not agreed with Ukraine. Permanent 
Representative of Ukraine to the U.N. Volodymyr 
Yelchenko was quoted by the Associated Press as saying: 
“…what is more alarming is that the occupying power is 
taking steps to nuclearize Crimea, in particular by deploy-
ing carriers and other means capable of delivering nuclear 
weapons, as well as by actively developing nuclear infra-
structure on the peninsula.” Titled “Problem of the 
Militarization of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea and 
the City of Sevastopol, Ukraine, as well as parts of the 
Black Sea and the Sea of Azov,” the resolution was co-
sponsored by 39 countries; 63 countries voted in favor of 
the document. 

At the end of 2019, the Mejlis of the Crimean Tatar peo-
ple announced plans for a March of Dignity against 

Violence and Occupation from mainland Ukraine to 
Russian-occupied Crimea. According to Mr. Chubarov, 
head of the Mejlis, they hope that this will help the U.N., 
the OSCE, the EU and other international structures in 
implementing the decisions taken with respect to Russia’s 
illegal occupation of the peninsula. “We are going home,” 
Mr. Chubarov stressed, after almost six years in which 
Russia has exiled virtually all leaders of the Mejlis from 
their homeland, as well as banning the Mejlis itself. The 
announcement came on the eve of the Normandy format 
summit involving the leaders of Ukraine, Russia, France 
and Germany (December 9), where the issue of Crimea 
was not on the agenda. Mr. Chubarov said that silence 
about Crimea at the summit is a “gift” to Russian President 
Putin. The date of the March of Dignity, which is to take 
place in 2020, has not been announced. 

Other developments of 2019

• Freedom House’s annual report on “Freedom in the 
World” was released in early 2019, covering develop-
ments during 2018. The organization issued separate 
reports on Ukraine and on Crimea, which Freedom House 
noted is under Russian occupation. While Ukraine was 
described as “partly free” with an aggregate freedom 
score of 60/100, Crimea was “not free” and had a score of 
only 8/100. Freedom House pointed out: “Since the occu-
pation began, the Russian government has taken decisive 
steps to solidify ethnic Russian domination of the penin-
sula and marginalize the Ukrainian and Crimean Tatar 
communities. The elimination of the Ukrainian language 
from school curriculums and the closure of most 
Ukrainian Orthodox churches since 2014 are indicative of 
this attempt to Russify the population.” Over all, the 2018 
the monitoring organization’s report recorded the 13th 
consecutive year of decline in global freedom.

• On January 22, a human chain was formed along 
Kyiv’s Paton Bridge over the Dnipro River to symbolically 
mark the 100th anniversary of Unity Day, when the 
Ukrainian National Republic and the Western Ukrainian 
National Republic united into one independent Ukrainian 
state in 1919. Such human chains across the Kyiv bridge 
are a tradition on Unity Day, which became a national holi-
day in 1991. The first human chain symbolizing Ukraine’s 
unity was formed on January 21, 1990, when 450,000 
people united the cities of Ivano-Frankivsk, Lviv and Kyiv.

• On January 24, Kyiv’s Obolon District Court sentenced 
ex-President Viktor Yanukovych, in absentia, to 13 years in 
prison on charges of treason and for abetting Russia’s war 
against Ukraine. A panel of three judges took turns read-
ing the verdict for seven hours starting at 9 a.m. that relat-
ed to five criminal counts. Insufficient evidence was found 
to convict the exiled former president of “encroaching” on 
the country’s “territorial integrity, which caused the death 

A human chain forms along Kyiv’s Paton Bridge over the Dnipro River on January 22 to symbolically mark the 
100th anniversary of Unity Day, when the Ukrainian National Republic and the Western Ukrainian National 

Republic united into one independent Ukrainian state in 1919. 

Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty

Donald Tusk posted this photo on his Facebook page on February 19 and wrote: “I pay tribute to the ‘Heavenly 
Hundred,’ who have entered the pantheon of not only Ukrainian, but European heroes. The lesson in courage that 

they gave the whole world that February five years ago has changed us all.” 
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of people or other grave consequences.” A signed letter 
dated March 1, 2014, that Mr. Yanukovych allegedly sent to 
President Putin, asking him to send troops to Ukraine to 
“restore law and order” in the wake of the Euro-Maidan 
revolution in February 2014, was the prosecutors’ key 
piece of evidence. 

• Ukraine has “turned the corner,” is back on investors’ 
radars and changing public perception beyond corruption 
and “war” about the country, Alexa Chopivsky, Ukraine 
House Davos (UHD) executive director, told The Ukrainian 
Weekly regarding the side venue’s performance at the 
annual World Economic Forum in Switzerland. Ms. 
Chopivsky noted that attendance on January 21-25, 2019, 
reached an estimated 8,000 visitors – or 3,000 more than 
in 2018 when UHD debuted. The event included the tradi-
tional Ukrainian Breakfast that Viktor Pinchuk, a magnate 
whose father-in-law is ex-President Kuchma, has funded 
for 15 years through a charity foundation. 

• On February 19, Ukrainian President Petro 
Poroshenko and European Council President Donald Tusk 
honored the memory of the Heavenly Hundred, the victims 
of Maidan clashes in the center of Kyiv during the 
Revolution of Dignity. “We, together with President of the 
European Council Donald Tusk, have honored the memory 
of the Heavenly Hundred heroes. Eternal memory and 
glory. Heroes never die,” Mr. Poroshenko wrote on Twitter 
that morning. The two men visited a memorial cross with 
the names of those killed in the center of Kyiv. They also 
familiarized themselves with the blueprints of the National 
Memorial Complex of the Heavenly Hundred Heroes and 
the Museum of the Revolution of Dignity whose construc-
tion is planned at the site of the death of the victims of 
Maidan clashes. February 20 has been set as the date to 
commemorate Heavenly Hundred Heroes Day in honor of 
courage, strength of mind and perseverance of citizens 
who gave their lives during the Revolution of Dignity 
(November 2013 through February 2014).

• Also on February 19, European Council President 
Tusk delivered a historic address to the Verkhovna Rada 
that placed Ukraine’s 2013-2014 revolution and subse-
quent struggle against Russian aggression in a broader 
European context. In his speech, Mr. Tusk said: “I can reit-
erate that Europe will never recognize the Russian annexa-
tion of Crimea and will not drop the sanctions unless 
Russia fulfills its commitments. Nor will the EU accept any 
acts of violence in the Sea of Azov. I will do everything in 
my power to ensure that the EU remains united in this 
respect.” He told the Rada: “Those who are willing to sell 
out Ukraine are selling out the future of Europe. It is no 
accident that politicians who question European integra-
tion typically also question the integrity of Ukraine. Tell me 
what you think about Ukraine, and you will be telling me 
what you think about Europe,” Mr. Tusk underlined that 
“there can be no just Europe without an independent 
Ukraine. That there can be no safe Europe without a safe 
Ukraine. To put it simply: there can be no Europe without 
Ukraine.”

• On February 20, President Poroshenko spoke at the 
United Nations General Assembly debate on agenda item 
67, “The situation in the temporarily occupied territories 
of Ukraine.” He said: “Today marks the fifth anniversary of 
the start of the foreign military aggression against my 
country, Ukraine. …Five years ago 100 innocent lives, not 
only Ukrainians, but also Belarusians, Armenians, Jews 
and many others were lost in the name of Ukraine’s inde-
pendence, dignity and freedom.” The president also stated: 
“While continuing its undeclared war against my country 
the Kremlin desperately keeps trying to convince the inter-
national community that it is not a party to the conflict. It 
says it is Ukraine’s internal conflict, where Russia is only 
an objective and impartial mediator. …Let’s set the record 
straight once and for all. There is no so-called ‘crisis in 
Ukraine’ nor ‘internal conflict in Ukraine,’ but an ongoing 
military occupation and armed aggression by Russia 
against Ukraine.”

• On September 25, President Zelenskyy addressed the 
U.N. General Assembly during the opening days of that 
body’s 74th session. He asked his fellow leaders to recall 
their first speeches from the U.N. rostrum: “Remember 
how important it was to tell the problems and troubles of 
your country and your people to the world back then. How 
important it was to be heard. I have the same feelings 
today.” The neophyte president went on to speak about the 
costs of Russia’s war and how the numbers of those killed, 
wounded and displaced grow every year, how Ukraine 
needs the world’s support. “…in today’s world, where we 
live, there is no longer someone else’s war. None of you can 
feel safe when there is a war in Ukraine, when there is a 
war in Europe.”

The top story for Ukraine’s Churches during 2019 
was the granting of official independence to the 
Orthodox Church of Ukraine with the presentation 

of a Tomos of Autocephaly by Ecumenical Patriarch 
Bartholomew on January 6 (Christmas Eve according to 
the Julian calendar and Theophany Eve according to the 
Gregorian calendar) at St. George Cathedral at the Phanar 
in Istanbul. Metropolitan Epifaniy, the newly elected head 
of the newly created Orthodox Church of Ukraine (follow-
ing the decisions of the Unification Council), received the 
Tomos after concelebrating divine liturgy with Patriarch 
Bartholomew. The document was written at Xenophontos 
Monastery on Mount Athos, Greece, by Hieromonk Luke, a 
skilled calligrapher and hagiographer. 

“Today, a new page opens in the history of Ukraine,” 
Patriarch Bartholomew said on January 5 after signing the 
scroll. “We entreat and exhort you to strive for unity and 
peace… also with those brother hierarchs who still remain 
under the omophorion of… our brother Patriarch of 
Moscow, in order that, through your inspired presence 
and prudent administrative service, you may help them 
understand that Ukraine deserves a unity Church body.” 

Metropolitan Epifaniy expressed thanks to the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate as the Mother Church, “…With 
the blessing of your All Holiness and with the support of 
the Ukrainian state and our president, the divisions that 
existed until recently in our Church were eliminated and 
unity was restored.” He added, “We believe that, just as 
God heard our joint sincere prayers for peace and unity for 
our Church, … He will hear these prayers also and will give 
our state peace and unity, and our nation well-being and 
prosperity.” Metropolitan Epifaniy celebrated Christmas 
Day divine liturgy on January 7 at St. Sophia Cathedral, the 
historic cathedral for Ukrainian Orthodox faithful, where 
the Tomos was on display for the public to view.

The Tomos was returned to the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate Council, where members signed the Tomos 
on January 9. The reaction from both the Russian 
Orthodox Church and the Russian Federation was no sur-
prise. Moscow condemned the move by the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate as a “provocation,” “uncanonical” and “unlaw-
ful,” and the Synod of the ROC announced it had severed 
ties with the Ecumenical Patriarchate. 

Adding salt to the wound was the fact that Ukraine’s 
Parliament had passed a law in December 2018 that 
required the Ukrainian Orthodox Church – Moscow 
Patriarchate to change its name to reflect its affiliation 
with Moscow. The Moscow-backed Church was set to have 
its charter nullified and voided if it did not comply with 
the law once it went into force. 

The signing and presentation of the Tomos of 
Autocephaly revealed the geopolitical falling out between 
Moscow and the Ecumenical Patriarchate, and 
Constantinople’s deepening relationship with Kyiv and 
Ukraine. Since the signing, only two autocephalous 
Orthodox Churches have recognized the OCU’s status, 
including the Patriarchate of Alexandria and the Orthodox 
Church of Greece. Details of the Tomos also specified that 
the OCU has jurisdiction only in Ukraine, transferring 
those churches formerly under the Ukrainian Orthodox 
Church – Kyiv Patriarchate (UOC-KP) to the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate.

A virtual Town Hall meeting, aimed at clarifying the 
facts and fostering spiritual exchange related to the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate’s decision to grant a Tomos of 
Autocephaly to the OCU was hosted via conference call on 
January 26 by the Order of St. Andrew the Apostle, 
Archons of the Ecumenical Patriarchate. The panelists of 
the discussion, titled “Ukraine Autocephaly: An Issue So 
Critical,” included Metropolitan Emmanuel of France (an 
exarch of the Ecumenical Patriarchate in the autocephaly 
process), the Rev. Deacon Nicholas Denysenko, Ph.D. 
(Valparaiso University) and Vera Shevzov, Ph.D. (Smith 
College). 

The reaction from the Moscow Patriarchate to the move 
by the Ecumenical Patriarchate and the OCU had caused 
comparisons to the Great Schism of 1054 that resulted in 
the division of Christianity into Eastern and Western 
Churches. Dr. Anthony Limberakis, national commander of 
the Order of St. Andrew the Apostle, in an article in Public 
Orthodoxy, published by the Orthodox Christian Studies 
Center at Fordham University, stated: “…What was, or 
should have been, simply an administrative issue has 

become something far larger, with implications for the 
Orthodox Church as a whole that cannot be overstated. 
The questions involved in this issue include ones of auto-
cephaly, unity, jurisdiction and the very nature of what it 
means to be an Orthodox Christian in the world today.” 

Dr. George Demacopoulos, moderator of the discussion, 
underscored three main issues: 1) reconciliation of 
Orthodox Churches in Ukraine, 2) autocephaly of the OCU 
within the borders of Ukraine (historical vs modern bor-
ders), and 3) Moscow’s reaction to the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate’s decision.  

The Rev. Deacon Denysenko noted that the canonical 
status of the UOC-MP helped its claim as the major 
Orthodox Church in Ukraine since independence in 1991 
with the collapse of the Soviet Union until the Revolution 
of Dignity in 2013-2014, Russia’s invasion and annexation 
of Crimea in 2014 and the war in the Donbas. The diver-
gent courses of the UOC-MP and the UOC-KP had reached 
a point of “no return,” he said. 

Dr. Shevzov highlighted the need for the OCU to over-
come collective historical memory and shake off the Soviet 
legacy of atheism and mistrust of religious institutions. 
Dr. Shevzov was critical of Constantinople’s decision to no 
longer recognize the UOC-MP and its head, Metropolitan 
Onufriy (who rejected participating in the Unification 
Council of 2018 that elected Metropolitan Epifaniy as head 
of the OCU), citing a lack of transparency and a sense of 
being rushed in its efforts.

Metropolitan Emmanuel said he saw no signs of inter-
est from Moscow for a sincere dialogue about Ukraine. He 
clarified that the decisions by the Ecumenical Patriarchate 
were based on the canons of the Church, and thus could 
not be considered misconduct by the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate. 

Metropolitan Epifaniy’s enthronement ceremony was 
held on February 3 at St. Sophia Cathedral in Kyiv. In atten-
dance were the hierarchs of the UOC-U.S.A. and the 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada, as well as bishops 
from the Ecumenical Patriarchate, and monastics and cler-
gy from Xenophontos and Vatopedi monasteries of Mount 
Athos. Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew gifted an arch-
pastoral staff to Metropolitan Epifaniy that was presented 
by Metropolitan Emmanuel of France. Metropolitans 
Antony and Yuriy, respectively, of the UOC-U.S.A. and UOCC 
presented panagias (episcopal medallions of the 
Theotokos). 

The ceremony was described by President Petro 
Poroshenko as the “completion” of the process of granting 
autocephaly to the OCU. Metropolitan Epifaniy’s message 

The Tomos of Autocephaly that bestowed independence 
on the Orthodox Church of Ukraine is on display in 
Kyiv’s 11th-century St. Sophia Cathedral on January 7. 

Andriy Kravchenko

For our Ukrainian Churches:
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focused on pursuing unity in the Church and efforts to con-
tinue to build and strengthen the OCU. He attempted to 
downplay Moscow’s use of provocations to manipulate 
threats of violence in the transfer of property and churches 
from the UOC-MP to the OCU, underscoring the stated goal 
that this process will be “peaceful, calm and voluntary.” 

In other news from Ukraine, Archbishop Klyment 
(Kushch), head of the Crimean Eparchy of the Orthodox 
Church of Ukraine on March 3 attempted to travel to 
Rostov-on-Don, Russia, to visit imprisoned Ukrainian 
Pavlo Hryb, the 20-year-old charged with “terrorism.” The 
archbishop was detained for several hours in Symferopol 
and charges were never filed against him. “Although the 
Russian occupation regime stopped short of imprisoning 
the archbishop… this is a very dangerous new move in 
Russia’s persecution of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church 
and of Klyment himself,” the Kharkiv Human Rights 
Protection Group said in a March 4 statement. 

The episode came only weeks after Archbishop 
Klyment was forced to appeal to the international commu-
nity to prevent the effective destruction of the OCU, which 
first came under attack soon after Russia’s invasion and 
annexation of Crimea. Only nine of the 44 registered par-
ishes affiliated with the UOC-KP remained in Crimea as of 
March 6. Russian authorities had previously detained 
Archbishop Klyment on October 19, 2016, when he 
attempted to enter the Crimean peninsula from mainland 
Ukraine; no explanation was provided by the authorities 
for the detention. 

On March 14, Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew 
issued a letter listing the historical precedents that sup-
ported his decision to grant autocephaly to the OCU. The 
letter, addressed to Archbishop Anastasios of Tirana and 
all Albania, was in response to the archbishop’s January 
14 letter that called for a pan-Orthodox council (similar to 
the one held in Crete in 2016) to resolve the split in world 
orthodoxy that  erupted fol lowing Patriarch 
Bartholomew’s signing of the Tomos of Autocephaly on 
January 6 and the creation of the OCU and the Unification 
Council’s election of Metropolitan Epifaniy as the new 
head of the OCU on December 15, 2018. The letter cited 
numerous historical examples of decisions by the 
Ecumenical Throne that were seen as invasive or not 
respecting the jurisdiction of the Moscow Patriarchate, as 
well as other patriarchates and Churches.

Greek bishops of the Ecumenical Patriarchate on March 
17 expressed support for the decision to grant autocepha-
ly to the OCU following divine liturgy on the Sunday of 
Orthodoxy. Metropolitan Theodoritos of Laodicea stated: 
“…The Ecumenical Patriarchate, as the first throne of 
Orthodoxy, exercised its ecclesiastical authority in the con-
text of canonical and synodal tradition and self-percep-
tion. …However, at this sacred moment, I cannot but refer 
to the sacrificial ministry of the Ecumenical Patriarch 
Bartholomew, who, with his dynamic personality and 
extensive theological and canonical training, upholds, by 
the grace of God, the divine mission of the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate, and at the same time remains the nexus of 
the brotherhood of the Orthodox Churches.” The bishop 

lauded the decision by Patriarch Bartholomew to “provide 
the proven and most appropriate solution to the chronic 
ecclesiastical problem of that country [Ukraine].”

On the bumpy road of seeking unity in the OCU, 
Metropolitan Epifaniy tried to ease tensions with honor-
ary Patriarch Filaret (former primate of the UOC-KP).

The rift was exposed on May 14, when Patriarch Filaret 
invited bishops to St. Volodymyr Cathedral in Kyiv and did 
not invite Metropolitan Epifaniy until it had been made 
public. Only four out of 60 bishops attended. There was a 
need for respect on both sides, and Metropolitan Epifaniy 
said he would listen to advice but not adhere to ultima-
tums. Also, he said, the decisions of the Unification Council 
must be respected and followed, meaning that the UOC-
KP does not exist anymore, and the Tomos of Autocephaly 
should guide the division of responsibilities.

Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew met with President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy on August 8 at the Phanar in 
Istanbul while the president was on a working visit to 
Turkey. The two leaders agreed not to interfere in the 
Orthodox Church of Ukraine, as it seeks to heal the spiritu-
al wounds inflicted by the destabilization efforts of the 
Moscow Patriarchate through the UOC-MP. The patriarch 
urged President Zelenskyy to refrain from interference in 
the internal affairs of the OCU, as the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate underscored its position to respect the inde-
pendent and autocephalous nature of the OCU. The meet-
ing concluded with a luncheon and a tour of the 
Patriarchal Cathedral of St. George, where the Tomos of 

Autocephaly had been signed and presented to 
Metropolitan Epifaniy. Mr. Zelenskyy stated after the 
meeting, “Government should not interfere in Church mat-
ters, and I defend the independence of the Church.” 

On October 12, the Council of Hierarchs of the Greek 
Orthodox Church adopted a proposal from its primate, 
Archbishop of Athens and All Greece Ieronymos II, to rati-
fy a previous decision to the Synod of this Church pro-
claiming “the canonical right of the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate to grant autocephaly, as well as the privilege 
of the primate of the Greek Church to further pursue the 
issue of recognition of the Church of Ukraine.” It was the 
first Orthodox Church to officially recognize the OCU as 
independent and autocephalous. Metropolitan Epifaniy 
expressed thanks to the Greek archbishop and the Synod 
of the Church of Greece, and its brother hierarchs, for sup-
porting the canonical and historical decision of the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate. He noted the historical ties 
between Greece and Ukraine, and said he looks forward to 
many shared pages of friendship and cooperation. 
Moscow reacted by blaming Ukraine, Greece and the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate for fomenting a schism in world 
orthodoxy. 

A new metropolitan for the U.S.

The Vatican Information Service announced on 
February 18 that Bishop Borys Gudziak had been tapped 
as metropolitan-archbishop of the Ukrainian Catholic 
Archeparchy of Philadelphia, that is, as the leader of the 
Ukrainian Catholic Church in the United States. The 
appointment was made with the recommendation of the 
Synod of Ukrainian Catholic Bishops during its meeting in 
Lviv in September 2018. Bishop Borys, who served the St. 
Volodymyr the Great Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy (that 
includes France, Belgium, the Netherlands, Luxembourg 
and Switzerland), replaced Metropolitan-Archbishop 
Stefan Soroka, who retired after reaching the mandatory 
age. Bishop Borys also was former rector of the Ukrainian 
Catholic University in Lviv and served as head of the 
Department of External Church Relations of the Ukrainian 
Catholic Church. 

In an interview published in March, Bishop Borys 
explained that he was filled with emotions at hearing the 
news of his appointment, but at the same time, he is at 
peace with it, and would focus his ministry on people and 
pastoral works. He expressed sadness for having to leave 
the Paris Eparchy, but was filled with joy with the pros-
pect of “coming home” to the U.S., where he was born in 
Syracuse, N.Y. Among his accomplishments at the Paris 
Eparchy were the purchase of a church that had been 
unused for services for 200 years and the launch of the 
Cultural Center of Anne de Kyiv, named after the Kyivan 
princess and daughter of Prince Yaroslav the Wise who 
later became queen of France. Other areas of development 
were the revival of the pilgrimage center in Lourdes and 
the Paul Kohut Youth Center in Alsace. 

Bishop Hlib Lonchyna of the London Eparchy of Great 
Britain and Ireland became the apostolic administrator of 

 2019: THE YEAR IN REVIEW

Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew presents the Tomos of Autocephaly to Metropolitan Epifaniy on January 6 at 
St. George Cathedral in Istanbul, Turkey. 

Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew signs the handwritten Tomos of Autocephaly that grants Ukraine an indepen-
dent Orthodox Church on January 5 at St. George Cathedral in Istanbul, Turkey. 

Petro Poroshenko/Facebook

Presidential Administration of Ukraine
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the Paris Eparchy until a new bishop was selected. 
A key slogan Archbishop-elect Borys adopted for his 

ministry in the U.S. was “heart to heart” – focusing on the 
need to listen to one another and to speak from the heart 
and to keep those that need our prayers – the poor and 
marginalized – in our hearts. He brought to his new 
appointment his experience in Europe, with its heavily 
secularized society, and said he knows how to address 
these challenges in the U.S. He reiterated his support for 
victims of sexual abuse in the Church (and outside it) and 
the need to comfort and support these victims, and 
through increased awareness to heal the wounds of the 
past and to hear the victims who were silent for decades. 
The new metropolitan said he looks forward to his work 
in the U.S. as an adventure of getting to know the Church 
in America in a new way.

Metropolitan-Archbishop-elect Borys was welcomed to 
the Chancery of the Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy in 
Philadelphia on March 1. Bishop Andriy Rabiy, apostolic 
administrator for the archeparchy prior to the appoint-
ment of the new metropolitan-archbishop, welcomed him 
with the Ukrainian tradition of bread, salt and a bouquet 
of sunflowers. Bishop Borys asked the Chancery staff what 
kind of archbishop-metropolitan they would like to see 
and their expectations of him in that role. “I want to be a 
good listener and I ask you to be my teachers,” he said. He 
expressed his hope for the clergy, laity and the community 
to deepen their relationship with Christ.

Additional meetings were held by Metropolitan-
Archbishop-elect Borys with the Ukrainian Catholic hier-
archs of the United States on March 5-6 in Philadelphia. 
He discussed plans for June 2-9, the week of his enthrone-
ment ceremony and related observances, with the theme 
“Heart to Heart.” The bishops also discussed plans for the 
individual eparchies in the U.S.A. for 2019 and 2020. 
Attending the meeting were Bishop Andriy (Philadelphia 
Archeparchy), Bishop John Bura (Washington Eparchy), 
Bishop Paul Chomnycky (Stamford Eparchy), Bishop 
Venedykt Aleksiychuk (Chicago Eparchy) and Bishop 
Bohdan Danylo (Parma Eparchy).

The new metropolitan-archbishop also visited the 
Sisters of the Order of St. Basil the Great in Fox Chase 
Manor, Pa., on March 2, and concelebrated a hierarchical 
divine liturgy with Bishop John at the Ukrainian Catholic 
National Shrine of the Holy Family on March 10 in 
Washington. A welcoming reception was held following 
liturgy.

More than 2,500 people attended the enthronement of 
Bishop Borys as the seventh Ukrainian Catholic metropoli-
tan of the U.S. on June 4 at the Ukrainian Catholic 
Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception in Philadelphia. 
Also participating in the enthronement were 50 bishops 
representing the Ukrainian Catholic, Eastern Catholic, 
Latin Rite and Ukrainian Orthodox Churches, 125 priests, 
11 deacons and 70 religious. Notably present were 
Patriarch Sviatoslav, Apostolic Nuncio Archbishop 

Christophe Pierre, Cardinal Timothy Dolan of New York, 
Archbishop of Philadelphia Charles Chaput and 
Metropolitan Antony of the UOC-U.S.A. Also in attendance 
were Ambassador Valery Chaly of Ukraine to the U.S.A. 
and Paul Grod, president of the Ukrainian World Congress.

During the ceremony, the official enthronement began 
after the recitation of the “Apostles’ Creed,” followed by 
the presentation of the pectoral cross and the archbish-
op’s staff by Patriarch Sviatoslav. 

The City of Philadelphia and the City Council also 
marked the beginning of a new era in the life of the 
Ukrainian Catholic community in America and the 
enthronement of Metropolitan-Archbishop Borys. June 2 
through June 9 was declared as “Heart to Heart Week” 
with a proclamation and citation signed by Mayor James 
Kenney. City Council members were joined by 
Metropolitan-Archbishop Borys and Metropolitan-
Archbishop emeritus Stefan Soroka during the presenta-
tion ceremony, with the proclamation read by City 
Councilman Allan Domb. The statement congratulated 
Archbishop Borys on his appointment as metropolitan-
archbishop, invited guests during the celebrations to 
enjoy the various sites of the city, and acknowledged the 
role that the Ukrainian American community has played 
in Philadelphia. 

As part of the events surrounding the enthronement of 
the new metropolitan-archbishop, a clergy-laity confer-
ence (open to both Latin and Byzantine rites, monks, 
nuns, Orthodox and Catholic) on the future of the 
Ukrainian Catholic Church in North America was hosted in 
Washington on June 6 at the Catholic University of 
America. Patriarch Sviatoslav presided over a divine litur-
gy at the Ukrainian National Catholic Shrine of the Holy 
Family in Washington that was celebrated by 
Metropolitan-Archbishop Borys and several hierarchs. 
The conference focused on “the beauty and art of living 
well in unity with God and neighbor, youth and children, 
and a grateful appreciation of God’s graces.” Catholic 
University President John Garvey announced a $5 million 
gift from Bishop emeritus Basil Losten for Ukrainian stud-
ies at the university, focusing on theology, graduate stud-
ies and research. 

Archbishop Borys was announced as the recipient of 
the Notre Dame Award during a ceremony on June 29 in 
Lviv. The archbishop was recognized for his work with the 
Ukrainian Catholic University as a center for cultural 
thought, Christian witness and the formation of a 
Ukrainian society based on human dignity. The archbish-
op’s work also included addressing and ministering to the 
crowds during the Revolution of Dignity. This was the first 
time the award was conferred on someone of Ukrainian 
descent, which is presented to “men and women whose 
life and deeds have shown exemplary dedication to the 
ideals for which the university stands: faith, inquiry, edu-
cation, justice, public service, peace and care for the most 
vulnerable.” 

Pope Francis met with Ukrainian Greek-Catholic 
Church hierarchs on July 5-6 at the Vatican in a demon-

stration of the Holy See’s support for the Church at a time 
of war, shifts in interconfessional relations, fluctuating 
hopes amid heightened tensions, and humanitarian and 
social crises. Among the Ukrainian delegation were 11 
bishops, including Patriarch Sviatoslav and Metropolitan-
Archbishop Borys. Archbishop Borys reflected on the his-
tory of the Church, noting its near extinction under the 
Soviets and its modern resurrection – through educational 
institutions, organizations and similar projects – thanks to 
the support from the Vatican. 

There were encouraging signs from the discussion and 
an honest and sincere dialogue was begun. Metropolitan-
Archbishop Borys noted that the Holy See hears the 
prayers of the Ukrainian Catholic community around the 
world and offers its solidarity in the face of Russian 
aggression. “It was a first step toward a deeper acquain-
tance and understanding. Clearly it was not full, but the 
Lord fills everything and will be with us all. …The pope 
encouraged us to be pastors who do not look at our 
watches but who give time,” he added.

Other news about our Churches

• Soon after the granting of the Tomos to the Orthodox 
Church of Ukraine, Archbishop Daniel of the Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church of the U.S.A. and Bishop Andriy Rabiy of 
the Ukrainian Catholic Church met on January 23 in 
Philadelphia at the Chancery Offices of the Ukrainian 
Catholic Archeparchy to discuss a number of pastoral 
issues pertaining to the life of the greater Ukrainian 
American community and in particular those issues facing 
parishes of both Churches. Archbishop Daniel explained 
his reflections as an exarch of the Ecumenical Patriarchate 
about the process of the granting of the Tomos of 
Autocephaly to the OCU and invited Bishop Andriy to for-
mally visit the spiritual center of the UOC-U.S.A. in South 
Bound Brook, N.J.

• Patriarch Sviatoslav of the Ukrainian Greek-Catholic 
Church spoke at the Kyiv Security Forum on April 12. His 
address underscored Moscow’s attempts through its 
ongoing informational war and use of other technologies 
to further antagonize and divide Ukrainian society. These 
divisions fragment society into target groups. The role of 
the UGCC and religious institutions is to create core values 
as the main foundation, the patriarch said, noting that 
lacking a common foundation would bring great peril for 
Ukraine. He cited four core principles that are needed for 
the success of any society and at this time are a security 
issue: first, the dignity of the human person; second, the 
common good; third, solidarity; and fourth, subsidiarity. 

• Thousands of visitors to the spiritual center of the 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the U.S.A. gathered for the 
annual St. Thomas Sunday pilgrimage on May 4-5. 
Archbishop Daniel celebrated divine liturgy on Saturday 
morning and concelebrated with Metropolitan Antony on 
May 5 at St. Andrew Ukrainian Orthodox Memorial 
Church. Visitors held graveside prayer services to com-
memorate departed loved ones at St. Andrew Cemetery. 
The Ukrainian American Veterans served as a color guard 
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Patriarch Sviatoslav and Metropolitan-Archbishop Borys Gudziak embrace on June 4 after the newly enthroned 
hierarch received the crozier.

Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of Philadelphia

Newly enthroned Metropolitan-Archbishop Borys 
Gudziak addresses his flock during the hierarchical 
divine liturgy and the rite of enthronement on June 4 at 
the Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral of the Immaculate 

Conception in Philadelphia. 

Illya Labunka
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during the prayer service at the organization’s national 
monument to all Ukrainian American men and women 
who have served in the U.S. Armed Forces. Vendors show-
cased offerings at the Ukrainian Cultural Center of New 
Jersey, tours of St. Sophia Seminary were available, and 
the Ukrainian History and Education Center promoted its 
latest exhibit about rushnyky (ritual cloths) of Ukraine. 

• On May 12 the St. Nicholas Eparchy of Chicago 
announced its start of a major fund-raising campaign 
whose goal is $3.65 million. The funds are meant for the 
restoration of St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral in 
Chicago and as seed for an endowment fund to better sup-
port all parishes and missions within the eparchy and to 
sustain the long-term viability of the eparchy, while further 
developing eparchial resources and continuing the educa-
tion of priests, deacons and laity. The campaign began at St. 
Nicholas Cathedral and the five Chicago-area parishes, and 
then spread throughout the rest of the eparchy. Bishop 
Venedykt was instrumental in forming the Stewardship 
Committee on May 17 that oversees the campaign, which 
has done all of the preparatory work and attracting the 
professional personnel for it to be successful.

• During an archpastoral visit to the Philadelphia 
Archeparchy, Patriarch Sviatoslav met with the Knights of 
Columbus in New Haven, Conn., on May 13. An English-
language (Galician chant) divine liturgy was celebrated at 
the chapel of the Knights of Columbus building by the 
patriarch, his staff and clergy of the Stamford Eparchy of 
the Ukrainian Catholic Church. At the end of liturgy, 
Patriarch Sviatoslav presented the signed antimension 
used in the service to the supreme grand knight as his 
contribution to the noted Knights of Columbus Museum in 
New Haven. A luncheon followed liturgy that was hosted 
by the K of C Grand Council, and included a private audi-

ence between the supreme grand knight and Patriarch 
Sviatoslav, who is a founding member of the Kyiv Council 
of the Knights of Columbus. 

• St. Vladimir Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral in Parma, 
Ohio, celebrated its 95th anniversary on July 27-28 with a 
hierarchical divine liturgy concelebrated by Metropolitan 
Antony and Archbishop Daniel of the UOC-U.S.A. An anni-
versary banquet followed liturgy at the parish center with 
275 guests in attendance. The banquet program included 
the presentation of the annual Brotherhood Scholarship 
to three high school graduates: John Meaden, Julia 
Hontaruk and Sophia Shilling; and the Brotherhood 
Parishioner of the Year award for 2018 was presented to 
Alex Pihuliak for his love and dedication to the parish. 
Entertainment during the banquet included Ukrainian 
folk dances and songs performed by the parish ensembles 
and music by bandurist Oleh Sozansky, visiting from 
Ukraine. The parish was founded in 1924 in the Tremont 
section of Cleveland, and the current property was pur-
chased in 1954. In 1957 the parish purchased the Parma 
City Hall, sold for $11, and moved the two miles to the 
church’s property where it served as an interim chapel. In 
1967, the parish sold the Cleveland church and construct-
ed the current cathedral, where the chapel was converted 
to a school, a library and a memorial room dedicated to 
the victims of the Holodomor. A 400-seat capacity ban-
quet center and two rectories were also built. Since then, a 
large mosaic depicting the Baptism of Ukraine was 
installed in 1988 over the front entrance to the cathedral, 
a Holodomor monument was erected in 1993, and in 
2009 the city of Parma designated the one mile of busy 
State Road as “Ukrainian Village” and the side street by 
the cathedral as St. Vladimir Way.

• The restored Orthodox chapel at the Ukrainian 

American Youth Association camp in Ellenville, N.Y., dedi-
cated to the Dormition of the Birth-Giver-of-God, was re-
consecrated on August 31 during the Labor Day weekend 
by Metropolitan Antony and Archbishop Daniel of the 
UOC-U.S.A. The Orthodox hierarchs were joined during 
the liturgy by invited clergy. The work to bring this project 
to its completion was made possible by volunteer work-
ers, fund-raisers and donors, including the Ukrainian 
National Federal Credit Union, Ukrainian National Home 
in Brooklyn, N.Y., and Branches 41 and 2 of the 
Organization for the Defense of Four Freedoms for 
Ukraine. Awards were presented to the Rev. Vitaliy 
Mykulinsky (St. Job of Pochayiv), and Oleh Mykulinsky 
(Order of St. Great Martyrs Borys and Hlib) “for service to 
God and his Church.” A celebratory picnic was held on the 
chapel grounds and speakers recounted the two-year-long 
restoration process.

• The Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the U.S.A. held its 
triennial 22nd Regular Sobor on October 16-19 at the 
Metropolia Center of the UOC-U.S.A. in South Bound 
Brook/Somerset, N.J. More than 170 delegates and partici-
pants discussed and listened to reports on the issues fac-
ing the Church. Financial reports dominated much of the 
discussions, and the simultaneous Youth Sobor offered a 
fresh perspective from the younger members of the 
Church. Greetings were delivered to the Sobor from 
Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew, and during the Sobor 
banquet from Archbishop Elpidophoros of the Greek 
Orthodox Archdiocese of America. During the event’s final 
dinner, Archbishop Daniel presented two books, one a 
poetry book by an orphan in Ukraine (who lives in an 
orphanage sponsored by the UOC-U.S.A.), and the other 
“Sacred Grounds of St. Andrew Cemetery” (in Ukrainian) 
by Lev Khmelkovsky, an editor of the newspaper Svoboda. 

• Metropolitan Epifaniy accepted an invitation to visit 
the spiritual center of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of 
the U.S.A. in South Bound Brook, N.J., on October 21 dur-
ing his visit to the U.S.A. The hierarchs of the UOC-U.S.A. 
led the prime hierarch of the OCU around the grounds of 
St. Andrew Cemetery and prayed at the crypt of Patriarch 
Mstyslav at Holy Resurrection Mausoleum. Metropolitan 
Epifaniy also toured St. Sophia Ukrainian Theological 
Seminary, the Ukrainian Cultural Center and Archives, the 
Consistory of the UOC-U.S.A. and the Ukrainian History 
and Education Center. The visit was an affirmation of the 
strong relations between the Orthodox Church of Ukraine 
and the UOC-U.S.A. and the diaspora. 

• On October 23 Metropolitan Epifaniy met with U.S. 
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo in Washington, where Mr. 
Pompeo congratulated the Ukrainian hierarch on receiving 
the Athenagoras Human Rights Award by the Order of the 
St. Andrew the Apostle, Archons of the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate, during its annual banquet in New York. The 
two leaders expressed concerns about abuses of religious 
freedom in Russian-occupied Crimea and in the Russian-
controlled parts of the Donbas. They highlighted their 
hopes for a diplomatic resolution and underscored the 
need to heal the wounds of war and foster unity. Also dur-
ing his visit to Washington, the metropolitan officiated at a 
requiem service at the Holodomor Memorial on October 
23, visited the Taras Shevchenko Monument on October 24, 
and met with members of Congress, the Ukrainian 
American community and its leaders. He also visited St. 
Andrew Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral in Silver Spring, Md. 
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Patriarch Sviatoslav, who was invited to celebrate divine liturgy in the chapel of the Knight of Columbus building in New Haven, Conn., presents the antimension used in the 
service to Supreme Grand Knight Carl Anderson of the Knights of Columbus. The patriarch celebrated liturgy on May 13 with his staff and clergy of the Stamford Eparchy 

of the Ukrainian Catholic Church.

Metropolitan Epifaniy (third from left) on October 21 tours the grounds of St. Andrew Memorial Church in South 
Bound Brook, N.J. From left are: Archbishop Daniel, Archbishop Yevstratiy and Metropolitan Antony. 

Christine Syzonenko
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Ukraine’s thriving tennis talent
For a couple of years now, many of the 

latest faces emerging on the WTA Tour and 
the ITF Junior circuit have Ukrainian 
names. Elina Svitolina has led Ukraine’s 
tennis to new heights with her established 
status in the Top 10, with her WTA Finals 
win in 2018 being her biggest trophy to 
date. Lesia Tsurenko and Kateryna Kozlova 
have firmly established themselves as Top 
100 performers.

More young talent is snapping at their 
heels – 18-year-old Dayana Yastremska, 
already a two-time WTA titlist; 16-year-old 
Marta Kostyuk, who debuted into the third 
round of the Australian Open in 2018; 
15-year-old Daria Lopatetska, who has 
gone 40-7 on the ITF World Tour, including 
five titles and a jump to No. 251 since her 
appearance in June 2018.

The list continues with 22-year-old 
Anhelina Kalinina, who pushed Sloane 
Stephens to the brink of defeat at the U.S. 
Open; 19-year-old Katarina Zavatska, who 
reached her maiden WTA quarterfinal in 
Rabat, Morocco, (2018); 17-year-old Daria 
Snigur, 2019 Wimbledon Junior champion/
winner of four ITF titles in the span of six 
months; and 16-year-old Lyubov Kostenko, 
a Top 50 junior prospect who reached the 
final of her only ITF World Tour outing last 
October 2018.

One or two of these players would be 
newsworthy, but the large number of 
emerging young Ukrainians is rather amaz-
ing, especially considering that the last 20 
years have seen political and economic 
upheaval at home in the form of several 
revolutions and ongoing military battles 
against Russia-led forces.

It is important to understand that out-
standing young tennis talent does not 
appear in a few years’ time. The process 
takes dozens of years – the Ukrainian ten-
nis federation and Ukraine are 25 years old. 
With the USSR’s demise, doors opened and 
it took a decade to initiate the process. Back 
in the Soviet days there was little opportu-
nity to pursue a sport and almost no free-
dom of movement.

Even though tennis as a profession in 
Ukraine was historically closed off, it was 
always very popular as a pastime. Ukraine 
was looked upon as a tennis republic with-
in the Soviet Union. The Kyiv tennis school 
had the reputation of being the top tennis 
institution, the climate was very conducive, 
there were nice cities with decent tennis 
courts and Ukrainian people were passion-
ate about the sport. Although Ukraine 
regained its independence only 28 years 
ago, tennis traditions are more than 100 
years old in Ukraine. 

In the mid-1990s, when Ukraine began 
hosting tournaments at lower levels, the 
country’s love for the sport was evident. An 
ITF $10,000 event in 1993 drew large 
crowds, and Ukraine’s debut as a Davis Cup 
host against Norway in 1996 drew daily 
admissions of 3,000 persons despite not 
featuring a Top 50 player.

Twenty years later we saw the emer-
gence of several successful pro players like 
the Bondarenko sisters, who reached the 
Top 30, and former Top 100 players Tatiana 
Perebiynis, Mariya Koryttseva, Viktoriya 
Kutuzova and Yuliana Fedak. However, 
there was a lack of experience among the 
specialists and coaches managing the 
national Fed Cup team. Those in charge 
were not interested in the development of 
tennis for producing good players.

Player development

To improve the development of tennis 
players it was necessary to incorporate a 

system matching an affluent businessman 
with a rising talent. Business owner Yuriy 
Sapronov provided the funding, while 
Vsevolod Kevlych took over the manage-
ment of a 13-year-old Elina Svitolina. 

The standard was to do everything at 
top level, with money being no object. 
Svitolina’s team had a personal coach, per-
sonal physio, personal fitness coach, private 
tennis courts and a swimming pool – every-
thing she needed to go far in the juniors 
and the pros.

The elite training program boosted not 
only Svitolina’s game, but her mental well-
being. In the past, even sponsored 
Ukrainian juniors had traveled with finan-
cial uncertainty. When Svitolina traveled 
around the world, she knew she would 
receive anything she required. Her win at 
the French Open juniors in 2010 was proof 
the elite program worked.

Unlimited spending is a great idea, but 
not realistic for the Ukrainian Tennis 
Federation, which has a budget of about 
$750,000 per year. Instead, the federation 
attempts to connect rising talent with the 
business community and rich individual 
sponsors.

The last decade has seen personnel 
changes within the Ukrainian Tennis 
Federation. Investment and funding 
increased under Vadim Shulman from 2006 
to 2011, until he lost interest when the 
careers of his protegees, twin sisters 
Lyudmyla and Nadia Kichenok, stalled. 
Sergiy Lagur and Evgeniy Zukin then took 
over with the goal of improving communi-
cation between the federation and those 
involved, acting more like a union, assisting 
anyone with needs. Instead of being inter-
ested in profiting from tennis, there is an 
interest in the development of a profession-
al sport.

The source of the talent pool can be 
found where this all began: in Ukraine’s 
tennis tradition which existed in the Soviet 
days and continued after independence 
right through today. At the turn of the cen-
tury, the amateur leagues led the way. 
National amateur leagues were established 
with players traveling as professionals from 
town to town for tournaments. 

Some people play, others become pas-
sionate fans, all of them push their children 
to be tennis players. It became a profes-
sional community from its inception – pro-
fessional referees, managed like a pro tour, 
a gathering of businessmen, celebrities, 
tennis lovers – in many ways, a lifestyle.

Some involved in this community invest 
in players, while others contribute by build-
ing tennis courts in their home towns. Most 
of the young talent evolves from “dynas-
ties” – families that revolve around tennis 
for generations, often accepting the baton 
from parents who struggled through Soviet 
times.

The Bondarenkos had a mother as a 
coach, the Medvedevs (Andrei and Natalia) 
had both parents and an uncle as coaches, 
Zavatska’s parents played in the amateur 
leagues. Lopatetska stands out as a young 
talent without a tennis family, an exception 
to the norm, whose parents gave her to an 
experienced coach without any interfer-
ence.

Ironically, the majority of the potential 
world-class players in the pipeline are girls. 
Perhaps this should not be surprising, as 
Ukraine is seen as a matriarchal country, 
where women are viewed as stronger than 
men. Ukraine’s thriving grass-roots tennis 
scene has become a shining example for 

richer federations to emulate while creat-
ing a generation of young players with lots 
of hunger and ambition. This was quite evi-
dent in February 2019 during Fed Cup play 
in Poland.

Fed Cup influence

Kostyuk stood out for her maturity, 
according to Fed Cup manager and ex-WTA 
world No.79 Olga Savchuk. In post-Fed Cup 
discussions with the media, Savchuk 
described Kostyuk as super mature for her 
age with a different game, where she can 
slide, can run, can come in and has really 
good hands. Lopatetska is really tall, very 
strong, powerful, but doesn’t just hit with-
out any thought in her head, using the court 
well. Yatremska was referred to as the most 
professional on the court Savchuk has ever 
seen. After missing a ball, Yastremska never 
reacts, remaining focused and organized on 
the court.

The intra-Fed Cup team competition was 
intense, with all of the young ladies show-
ing sadness when not picked to play. 
Kostyuk and Yastremska wanted to play 
every singles and doubles match, not caring 
about fatigue or the need to fairly distribute 
match play. They displayed tremendous 
motivation and confidence in themselves, 
great attributes for team-building. Each 
teenage player had a personal goal of being 
the best.

As is the case when many elite talents 
come along in a generation, healthy rival-
ries are developed. Each one is intent on 
being better than the other, which drives 
one and all toward maximum improve-
ment. One really good junior player could 
seemingly relax and rest on her laurels, but 

knowing Lopatetska, Kostenko and others 
are in the pipeline means pushing each 
other to the limit. A virtuous cycle has been 
established, full of up-and-coming potential 
WTA stars.

The Ukrainian tennis project is far from 
completed, although the infrastructure at 
home has improved to the point that there 
are more places to train than there were 10 
years ago. The next step should be a nation-
al tennis center that would prevent talent 
from leaving the country, as Svitolina has 
done. A national center would retain play-
ers reaching the top level of the game and 
would also keep ex-professionals active and 
relevant within the community. An 
improved national economy with funding 
for sports projects would make this a reali-
ty.

In the Western media, it is often conve-
nient to describe Eastern European success 
as surviving a struggle, from Maria 
Sharapova’s arrival in the U.S. almost penni-
less to Ana Ivanovic training in an empty 
swimming pool. Savchuk reflected on the 
quality of Britain’s National Tennis Center 
in London after training there early in the 
spring of 2019, astounded by the quality of 
its facilities. She acknowledges that 
Ukraine’s players have had to push them-
selves harder, not privied to high-end train-
ing centers, but disagrees it is necessary.

Young aspiring Ukrainian tennis talents 
should not struggle, but instead continue 
their growth in a community-grass roots 
base that thrives thanks to its passion for 
the sport.

Ihor Stelmach may be reached at  
iman@sfgsports.com.
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those who obtained the highest rank in 
Plast,” commented Yurko Yuzych, the head 
of Ukraine’s Plast Board. “This example is 
one of many, but it’s a telling one, since the 
branch in Kryvyi Rih was created in 1991 
and brought up the first Plast members 
with the ‘skob’ rank, which is the analog of 
American Eagle Scouts, whom many large 
companies hire without interviewing. 
However, the branch operated until the 
early 2000s, and in 2017 it had to be 
restored by local volunteers.”

Mr. Yuzych is also the leading expert in 
youth policies at the Reanimation Package 
of Reforms Coalition. He was one of the 
main advocates who made the dream of 
having state recognition for Plast become a 
reality sooner than later. “In the rhetoric of 
many MPs, the main reason for supporting 
the law is that Ukraine would have elimi-
nated the Russian Federation’s aggression 
in Crimea and the Donbas if the law had 
been enacted in the early 1990s,” Mr. 
Yuzych noted. “The world-renowned econ-
omist Bohdan Hawrylyshyn repeatedly 
stated that if Ukraine had at least 500,000 
Plast members, then he would feel safe 
about the country’s future. In the last years 
of his life, Hawrylyshyn invested a lot of 
effort and money in Plast.”

President Zelenskyy signed the Plast law 
without any ceremony and even without a 
video or photos of the signing. He informed 
Ukrainians about his decision only with an 
official statement published on the 
Presidential Office’s website and social 
media pages. The released statement says 
that the signed law “recognizes the histori-
cal contribution of the Plast movement to 
the education of children and young peo-
ple, the acquisition and formation of 
Ukrainian statehood, and establishes the 
state policy for promoting the development 
of Plast, the scout movement. According to 
the law, the mission of the Plast, the scout 
movement is to educate children, and 
young people based on the value system 
reflected in the Plast oath, the scout prom-
ise, the Plast and scout laws aimed at mak-
ing the world a better place for people to 
realize themselves as individuals and play a 
constructive role in society.”

In the enacted edition of the law, not only 
Plast but also other scout organizations are 
eligible for state support. This was one of the 

president’s requirements, and in his state-
ment he underlined that “The document 
provides an opportunity to involve Plast and 
scout NGOs in the development of state and 
local programs. Also, Plast and scout non-
profits will be able to receive material, infor-
mational and consultative support from the 
state. Among other things, the central execu-
tive authorities will promote the creation of 
the Plast and scout movement infrastructure 
abroad. On its basis, they should study or 
carry out education and training in the 
Ukrainian language. At the same time, the 
involvement of state authorities and local 
self-government in the activities of scout 
public associations is not allowed, except in 
cases provided for by law.”

According to Mr. Yuzych, there still are 
no mechanisms to receive material state 
support for projects conducted by 
Ukrainian communities abroad. But this 
part of the legislation is vital, and Mr. 
Zelenskyy’s statement once again under-
lined the importance of the diaspora, espe-
cially speaking of the Plast movement, 
which is active all over the world.

Asked to comment on the Plast law, the 
head of the inter-factional union Ukrainians 
in the World, Sviatoslav Yurash, said: “In the 
history of every nation there are organiza-
tions whose activities have been crucial to 
the state formation. Plast became this orga-
nization for Ukrainians from the beginning 
of the 20th century.” 

A member of the Servant of the People 
faction, who is also the youngest ever mem-
ber of the Verkhovna Rada, Mr. Yurash 
underlined: “Now the activity of Ukrainian 
scouts is strategically important for the 
education of future generations. Let me 
remind you that the main values  , according 
to Plast’s oath, are loyalty to God and 
Ukraine. It is noteworthy that Plast con-
ducts physical and patriotic upbringing of 
children and youth based on eternal values 
not only in Ukraine but also in the diaspora 
all over the world, therefore, this organiza-
tion is an example of the sustainability of 
Ukrainian history over the last century.”

While Mr. Yurash, who heads the 
Subcommittee on Relations and Protection 
of the Rights and Interests of Ukrainians 
Abroad, could use the enacted legislation to 
act in the interests of Ukrainians abroad, 
his colleague Roman Lozynskyi will imple-
ment the law on Plast directly in Ukraine. 

“We, colleagues from all pro-Ukrainian 
factions, have created an inter-factional 
union called Plast. We will build our opera-

tions to support Plast and all of Plast’s ini-
tiatives, which they have been organizing 
and implementing for 107 years to develop 
our youth,” said Mr. Lozynskyi, member of 
the Verkhovna Rada from the Voice faction, 
who heads the inter-factional union aimed 
at supporting the Plast movement. 

“The state, for which hundreds of Plast 
members were killed, finally recognized 
Plast Ukrainian scouting and its historic 
contribution to civic education for young 
people as well as Plast’s contribution to the 
achievement of Ukraine’s independence and 
development of statehood. However, the 
approved law does not provide for direct 
financing,” Mr. Lozynskyi related. “Plast 
remains a non-governmental, non-political 
organization. That is why Plast needs the 
support of Ukrainians and is continuing the 
campaign to raise 10.5 million hrv needed 
to grow the organization in 2020.”

The law also provides further opportuni-
ties for Plast to gain recognition for its edu-
cational methods and promote them on the 
national level. “Since the beginning of the 
21st century, students and organizers of 
Plast’s revival in Ukraine have been regu-
larly conducting research and highlighting 
their findings in their scientific publications 
and dissertations in the field of pedagogy 
(for example, ‘How Plast Achieves a 
Positive Educational Effect among Young 
People),” said Mr. Yuzych. 

“The Academy of Pedagogical Sciences of 
Ukraine researched Plast’s activity for sev-
eral years in a row, and the result was a sci-
entific and methodological manual ‘Plast: 
Personality Formation.’ The scientists sub-
mitted a scouting training system, using the 
example of Plast. The guide is intended for 
educators, preschool teachers and parents. 
Given the significant contribution of Plast to 
the upbringing of Ukrainian children and 
young people, in 1992, the Ministry of 
Education concluded the first cooperation 
agreement with Plast. The agreement has 
since been updated twice: on December 15, 
2009 and on October 14, 2015. The last deal 
stipulates the obligation of the Ministry of 
Education to ‘promote Plast in the imple-
mentation of programs aimed at social pro-
tection and development of children and 
young people, their cultural development, 
spiritual and national-patriotic education,’ ” 
Mr. Yuzych pointed out.

Cooperation with officials can also cre-
ate an opportunity for Plast in terms of 
educational centers, which can be used for 
both the organization’s activities and proj-

ects for the public. “On the proposal of the 
Academy of Pedagogical Sciences of 
Ukraine, the Ministry of Education included 
in its plan of measures for the national-
patriotic upbringing of children and young 
people a separate item: ‘To create Plast cen-
ters in all cities and villages of Ukraine for 
educational work among children and 
youth,’ ” Mr. Yuzych explained. 

“Such community centers were estab-
lished in 2018 in the Kyiv and Ternopil 
regions as regional Plast education centers, 
and in Zhytomyr and Rivne as local Plast 
youth centers. In fulfillment of the agree-
ment with Plast and the aforementioned 
plan of measures, the Ministry of Education 
in 2016 issued an order which has helped 
to create dozens of new Plast groups in the 
after-school education system in several 
areas,” he said.

Ukraine’s Plast communications team 
issued an official statement after President 
Zelenskyy signed the bill. “The law creates 
the foundations of state policy to promote 
the development of the Plast, [and the] 
scout movement. Plast and other scout 
organizations will also be able to develop 
new models of youth policy collaboration. 
We thank the initiators of the law and all 
those who contributed to making Plast rec-
ognized on the state level. In particular, we 
would like to thank the Ukrainian World 
Congress ,  SUM (Ukrainian Youth 
Association) – its world and regional 
authorities in Ukraine, associations of 
Ukrainians in Australia, the U.S.A. and 
Canada, the Orthodox Church of Ukraine, 
the Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church and 
the inter-factional union Plast.”

“The law aims to make Plast accessible 
to every child through state recognition 
and increased support for it,” summed up 
Mr. Yuzych. “This legislation united the 
Parliament. It is supported by the heads of 
the largest Ukrainian Churches – the 
Orthodox Church of Ukraine and the 
Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church. It is sup-
ported by local governments, united terri-
torial communities, all the largest organiza-
tions of the Ukrainian diaspora, hundreds 
of thousands of Ukrainian families world-
wide. They waited for the president of 
Ukraine to sign the law, and now it is finally 
enacted. And Plast, in turn, will continue 
uniting the nation.”

(Additional information on Plast pro-
grams and its financial plans, as well as an 
option to support the organization, may be 
found at donate.plast.org.ua.)

(Continued from page 1)

President...

ter assumed the lead role in publicly voic-
ing doubts about the explanation being 
offered by Tehran. The Canadian leader 
thereby took the pressure off the Ukrainian 
president in this tricky situation. Even U.S. 
President Donald Trump, whose country 
appeared to be on the brink of war with 
Iran at the time, refrained from accusing 
Tehran directly.

Under mounting international pressure, 
the Iranian authorities acceded to Kyiv’s 
insistence on allowing a team of Ukrainian 
experts to examine the crash site and wreck-
age. But Iran’s authorities also raised further 
concern by announcing that part of the flight 
recorders had been damaged and stressing 
that they would not in any circumstances 
hand them back to the U.S. company that 
had made the aircraft, Boeing.

Within days, the truth, or at least the 
essential part of it, became known. As more 
and more video, photographic and other 
evidence was published, and Kyiv itself 
shifted away from the initial statement 
made by its Embassy in Tehran, Iran 
acknowledged on January 11 that it had 
shot down the Ukrainian airliner as a result 

of “human error.”
Significantly, Iran’s ally Russia, who sold 

it TOR anti-aircraft systems and other 
weaponry, has been placed in a highly 
uncomfortable situation by Tehran’s reluc-
tant admission that it shot down the 
Ukrainian plane. Various Russian politi-
cians and TV personalities have suggested 
that it would have been better for Iran to 
have denied its responsibility. Moscow’s 
reluctance even today to admit that its mis-
sile brought down Malaysian Airlines Flight 
17 in 2014 over the war-torn Donbas 
stands in stark contrast to Tehran’s behav-
ior. 

Once Iran admitted its responsibility, the 
messages emanating from within the 
Zelenskyy administration suggested that 
some Russian involvement in this case is 
not excluded. 

“We think it was a Tor,” Oleksiy Danilov, 
secretary of Ukraine’s National Security 
and Defense Council, said in an interview 
with The Globe and Mail from Kyiv on 
January 13. “We think the Russians will try 
and negotiate, and convince Iran to say that 
it was another type of rocket. We detect 
this effort already – to say that the rocket 
was produced in Iran... If we are talking 
about misinformation, the Russians are the 
most experienced.” 

President Zelenskyy’s advisor handling 
relations with Moscow, Andriy Yermak, 
says that it cannot be ruled out at this stage 
that the airliner was shot down deliberate-
ly. He also points out that Iran owned up to 
what had happened “as a result of the 
prompt, professional and efficient work of 
the Ukrainian group in Tehran, which was 
also informed in detail and comprehensive-
ly by partners of Ukraine.”

There are other questions: Was the 
shootdown of the Ukrainian aircraft indeed 
a mistake, or was it deliberate? Why did 
Iran not stop international flights from and 
to Tehran airport at such a dangerous 
moment – when Iran’s air-defense forces 
were on high alert? Why was it that the 
Ukrainian aircraft was targeted from 
among the various flights leaving Tehran 
that morning? Who was responsible for fir-
ing the missiles? Were Russian military or 
technicians involved? 

Observers are also asking what lessons 
about security concerns concerning inter-
national flights during moments of acute 
international tension will the international 
community learn.

In the meantime, the priorities, accord-
ing to Ukraine’s Ambassador to Canada, 
Andriy Shevchenko, are the identification of 
bodies and delivering the remains to the 

families; getting to the truth in the investi-
gation; and compensating the families and 
the Ukrainian carrier, UIA. 

Ambassador Shevchenko explained that 
“Ukraine is in a special situation. In contrast 
to Canada, we have the Embassy in Tehran; 
our specialists are working there. In fact, 
we were for Canada the ears, eyes, hands, 
legs and sometimes the shoulder to cry on. 
They appreciate our help.”

The shootdown of the Ukraine airliner 
made it imperative for President Zelenskyy 
to have telephone discussions with a number 
of international leaders. In recent days, these 
have included the leaders of Canada, Britain, 
Germany and France, with whom broader 
themes pertaining to the Russian-Ukrainian 
war were involved; U.S. Secretary of State 
Michael Pompeo; the European Union’s high 
representative for foreign affairs and security 
policy, Vice-President of the European 
Commission Josep Borrell; as well as the 
leaders of Afghanistan, Georgia and Iran. 

Thus, Ukraine is not alone in responding 
to the downing of its airliner. The frame-
work adopted at the January 16 meeting in 
London of the international group of five 
calls for an “independent criminal investi-
gation, followed by transparent and impar-
tial judicial proceedings.” To what extent 
Iran will be cooperative remains to be seen.

(Continued from page 1)

Shootdown...
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Luhansk and Donetsk regions. Ukraine’s 
presidential website said on January 15 
that Mr. Zelenskyy thanked Ms. Merkel for 
Germany’s participation in the Normandy 
peace format summit in Paris on December 
9. Mr. Zelenskyy expressed concern about 
the failure to implement an agreement on 
ensuring an actual “complete ceasefire” in 
Ukraine’s east, adding that the next round 
of consultations of the Trilateral Contact 
Group (Ukraine,  Russia,  and the 
Organization for Security and Cooperation 
in Europe) will be held in Minsk on January 
16. The Ukrainian president assured 
Germany’s chancellor that Kyiv will do its 
best to secure additional steps for a com-
prehensive ceasefire. (RFE/RL)

Russia hacks Ukraine’s Burisma company

Hackers from Russia’s military intelli-
gence unit, the GRU, have allegedly targeted 
a Ukrainian energy firm tied to the 
impeachment proceedings against U.S. 
President Donald Trump. Cybersecurity 
experts at California-based Area 1 Security 
released a report on January 13 that found 
Burisma Holdings, where the son of presi-
dential front-runner Joe Biden sat on the 
board, was successfully penetrated in a 

wide-ranging phishing campaign that stole 
e-mail credentials of employees. It isn’t 
clear if anything was stolen from the com-
pany or its subsidiaries, which were initial-
ly targeted, if any information was gleaned, 
and what the ultimate goal of the hackers 
was. Hunter Biden, the son of former Vice-
President Joe Biden, was a board member 
of Burisma from 2014 until last year. Mr. 
Trump asked Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy to “look into” allega-
tions of wrongdoing by the Bidens and the 
energy firm in a July 25, 2019, phone call. 
Their conversation was the subject of an 
ensuing whistle-blower’s complaint that 
triggered the impeachment investigation, 
which began in September. No evidence of 
corruption by either of the Bidens has sur-
faced in light of allegations by Trump’s per-
sonal lawyer, Rudy Giuliani, that the former 
vice-president sought to protect his son by 
pressuring Ukrainian officials. The alleged 
hacker group used a similar phishing pat-
tern and is directly connected to Fancy 
Bear, the same Russian cyber-infiltrators of 
the Democratic National Committee in the 
months leading up the 2016 presidential 
election. Area 1’s eight-page report said the 
cyberattacks on Burisma began in 
November 2019, when Ukraine and 
impeachment, as well as talk of the Bidens, 
were dominating news headlines in the 
United States. “Area 1 Security has also fur-
ther connected this GRU phishing cam-

paign to another phishing campaign target-
ing a media organization founded” by Mr. 
Zelenskyy, the report said. The New York 
Times, which first wrote about the anti-
phishing company’s report, said the attack 
“appears to have been aimed at digging up 
e-mail correspondence” of Studio Kvartal 
95, which then was headed by Ivan 
Bakanov, whom Mr. Zelenskyy appointed as 
head of Ukraine’s Security Service in June 
2019. (RFE/RL, with reporting by Cyber-
scoop, The New York Times, Bloom berg, 
Reuters and AP)

Court remands suspect in Sheremet murder 

A court in Kyiv has remanded a suspect 
for one month in custody in connection 
with the 2016 killing of prominent journal-
ist Pavel Sheremet, following what 
Reporters Without Borders called a “flawed 
three-and-a-half-year investigation.” The 
court of appeals in Kyiv ruled on January 
10 that Andriy Antonenko must stay in pre-
trial detention until February 8. Mr. 
Antonenko’s supporters, who came to the 
hearing, chanted “Shame!” and “Corrupt 
Judges!” after the court handed down its 
ruling. Mr. Antonenko and two women, 
Yulia Kuzmenko and Yana Duhar, were 
arrested in December 2019 as suspects in 
the high-profile case. Two other suspects, 
Vladyslav and Inna Hryshchenko, were 
arrested and placed in pretrial detention 
last year in September and November, 
respectively, as suspects in another case. All 
five took part in military operations in dif-
ferent capacities in Ukraine’s east, where 
government forces are fighting against 
Russia-backed separatists. The Internal 
Affairs Ministry and the National Police 
said in December that the group’s goal was 
“to destabilize the political and social situa-
tion in Ukraine” by killing Sheremet. Ms. 
Kuzmenko, a pediatrician and well-known 
volunteer, is suspected of placing the bomb 
under the car the night before the murder 
with the help of Mr. Antonenko, a musician. 
Sheremet, a Belarusian-born Russian citi-
zen who had made Kyiv his permanent 
home, was leaving his apartment to head to 
the studio where he hosted a morning 
radio program when an improvised explo-
sive device planted under the vehicle he 
was driving exploded on July 20, 2016, kill-
ing him instantly. In a statement on January 
10, Reporters Without Borders raise con-
cern about “inconsistencies in the evidence 
for the Ukrainian authorities’ claim to have 
solved [Sheremet’s] murder,” and urged 
them to “continue the investigation and to 

be more transparent as they do so.” This 
investigation “offers the opportunity to 
really begin combating impunity,” said 
Jeanne Cavelier, the head of the Paris-based 
media freedom watchdog’s Eastern Europe 
and Central Asia desk. “Not just the perpe-
trators but also the instigators should be 
identified and brought to trial,” Ms. Cavelier 
insisted. (RFE/RL, with reporting by 
UNIAN and Ukrayinska Pravda )

Court expunges Semena’s criminal record

A court in Ukraine’s Russia-controlled 
Crimea region has ruled to prematurely ter-
minate the probation period and expunge 
the criminal record of Mykola Semena, an 
RFE/RL contributor who was convicted of 
separatism on the peninsula. The court in 
Symferopol, the region’s capital, on January 
14 upheld the motion filed by the lawyer of 
Mr. Semena, who has contributed to the 
Crimea Desk of RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service. 
The ruling is supposed to take effect in 10 
calendar days. In December, the National 
Union of Journalists of Ukraine asked 
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy to include 
the native Crimean journalist and five other 
colleagues on the list of people held captive 
in occupied territories for a prisoner 
exchange and be released to mainland 
Ukraine. Mr. Semena was arrested by the 
Russia-imposed authorities in April 2016 
and charged with acting against the “territo-
rial integrity of the Russian Federation.” He 
says the accusation was politically motivat-
ed and violated fundamental freedoms of 
expression and that Russian authorities 
based their case on an inaccurate transla-
tion of one of his stories from Ukrainian into 
Russian. In September 2017, a court con-
victed Mr. Semena and gave him a two-and-
a-half-year suspended sentence and banned 
him from “public activity” for three years. 
Three months later, a court that Russia calls 
the Supreme Court of Crimea upheld his 
conviction. The United States, the European 
Union, the Organization for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe, and international 
media watchdogs have all condemned the 
trial and verdict. (Crimea Desk, RFE/RL’s 
Ukrainian Service)

Big gains for Ukraine in visa-free travel 

The travel freedom of Ukrainian pass-
port holders has doubled since 2010, mak-
ing Ukraine the world’s sixth-biggest climb-
er in the category over the past decade. 
Ukrainians currently enjoy visa-free travel 

(Continued on page 21)
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to 128 countries, placing their country 
43rd among 199 countries featured in the 
latest edition of the yearly Henley Passport 
Index that was published on January 7. 
Driving the rise in improved international 
access was a far-reaching political and eco-
nomic pact with the European Union fol-
lowing the pro-democracy Maidan uprising 
of 2014. Eight spots behind, in 51st place, is 
Russia, while Georgia occupies the 53rd 
spot. The index of so-called passport power 
is published in cooperation with the 
International Air Transport Association 
(IATA) and was first released in 2006. 
(RFE/RL)

Fewer Ukrainians traveled to Russia

Ukraine’s State Border Guard Service 
says passenger traffic at the Russian-
Ukrainian border in 2019 decreased by 10 
percent to 10 million people in comparison 
to the previous year. Approximately 7 mil-
lion Ukrainians entered Russia last year, 
800,000 fewer than in 2018, the govern-

ment agency said on January 14. Nine per-
cent fewer Ukrainians also traveled to 
neighboring Belarus and 6.1 percent fewer 
to Moldova. The travel documents of more 
than 102 million travelers were checked 
last year, a record, says the State Border 
Guard Service. International Ukrainian air 
travelers surged 30 percent last year to 
15.1 million. Land crossings of Ukraine’s 
border with its four European Union neigh-
bors remained flat for the same period, at 
36.7 million people. Enjoying visa-free trav-
el to most EU countries, more Ukrainians 
are driving to the 28-nation bloc. Inter-
national driving insurance contracts taken 
out by Ukrainians jumped by 43 percent 
through November on a yearly basis. (RFE/
RL’s Ukrainian Service)

ROC cuts ties with Alexandria Patriarchate

The Russian Orthodox Church (ROC) has 
cut ties with the Greek Orthodox 
Patriarchate of Alexandria and all of Africa 
Patriarch Theodore II after he recognized 
the independence of Ukraine’s Church from 
Moscow. Russia’s Holy Synod also decided 
on December 27 2019, to abolish the 
Exarchate of the Patriarchate of Alexandria 

in Moscow and convert it into a Russian 
church. The Russian Church’s decision fol-
lows Patriarch Theodore’s recognition of 
the Orthodox Church of Ukraine during a 
service he held in Egypt in November. The 
Patriarchate of Constantinople – generally 
considered the spiritual headquarters for 
Orthodoxy – granted the Orthodox Church 
of Ukraine independence in January, ending 
more than 300 years of control by Moscow. 
The new Orthodox Church of Ukraine 
installed its first metropolitan, Epifaniy, at a 
ceremony in Kyiv on February 3, 2019, in a 
process that further established the new 
church body’s independence. However, the 
Ukrainian Church has struggled to win rec-
ognition from other Orthodox Churches, 
making Theodore’s act significant. The 
Russian Orthodox Church previously sev-
ered ties with the Constan tinople 
Patriarchate for recognizing the Ukrainian 
Church’s independence. However, the 
Russian Orthodox Church maintains full 
relations with the Metropolitans of 
Alexandria, who did not recognize the 
Orthodox Church of Ukraine. (RFE/RL, 
based on reporting by AFP and Orthodox 
Times) 

Underground economy is targeted

Ukraine is cracking down on illegal gam-
bling and logging, and fraudulent gas sta-
tions in a bid to reduce the size of the coun-
try’s shadow economy. Speaking at a meet-
ing with the heads of the country’s 24 
regions over the weekend, Prime Minister 
Oleksiy Honcharuk said the year 2020 “will 
be the year of the uncloaking of the 
Ukrainian economy.” He noted that in the 
last two weeks, police had shuttered 900 
illicit gambling dens. He said about half of 
the gas stations police inspected – 707 – 
were not paying fuel taxes. A digital record 
of all cut timber is set to be placed in a cen-
tralized digital registry by February 1, Mr. 
H o n c h a r u k  s a i d .  T h e  E c o n o m i c 
Development and Trade Ministry estimates 
that 33 percent of Ukraine’s gross domestic 
product (GDP) is in the shadows. Some 
economists say the figure is higher and 
makes up about 40 percent of the economy. 
In monetary terms, Ukraine’s economic 
output last year equaled $155 billion, Kyiv-
based investment bank Dragon Capital esti-
mates. (RFE/RL, based on reporting by 
Ukraine Business News) 

(Continued from page 20)
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HELEN WOSKOB 
(1930-2020)

Well-known entrepreneur, philanthropist, loving mother, 
grandmother and great-grandmother Helen Woskob died 

peacefully at home surrounded by her family at the age of 89 on Ukrainian 
Christmas Eve on January 6, 2020. The day is one of the holiest holidays 
for Ukrainians. Above all else, Helen was devoted to her family and waited 
to pass until her family had gathered to be with her one last time.  She 
describes her extraordinary life in detail with her beloved husband, her life 
and business partner Alex Woskob, in her memoir, Freedom and Beyond: A 
Ukrainian Woman’s Journey to a New Life in America (Piramida Publishers, 
2015). She notes that her book is “the tale of a woman who, by the grace 
of God, managed to survive horrific events in her land of birth (Ukraine) 
to find a new and wonderful life in her adopted homeland.” Helen was a 
woman of great wisdom, compassion, strength, elegance and charm, who 
overcame seemingly insurmountable obstacles to realize a storied life. She 
was an iron-willed woman with a tireless work ethic, for whom nothing was 
impossible when she put her mind to it. 

Helen was born Halyna Drobot on February 27, 1930 in the beautiful rural 
village of Zorya, whose name means “Star” in Ukrainian. Her father Ivan Drobot 
was an affluent independent farmer, who with his wife Xenia raised two sons 
(Hryshko and Mykola) and three daughters (Helen, Marusya, and Raya). 

A paradisal childhood was turned into a hell when Helen’s family was 
driven out of their home by Soviet authorities. After several years when 
they were forced to live in the industrial city of Dniprodzerzhynsk, the 
family managed a brief return to their village of Zorya while it was under 
German occupation during World War II. When the Soviet army threatened 
to retake the village, the family loaded up their possessions for the long 
perilous journey in horse-drawn carts to try to make it to safety beyond 
the Danube River while the vicious war between the Red and Nazi Armies 
flared all around them. Most of the family eventually made its last leg of 
the journey by train to Germany where, after living in a German-controlled 
camp, they ended up in the American zone in a Displaced Persons camp 
in Munchenhof. There Helen lived with her family while attending school. 
She enjoyed taking part in dramatic performances and singing. One day 
a knock came on the front door of their family home. It was a young man 
who traveled by boat all the way from Canada. This young man had seen 
Helen’s photo and was so mesmerized by her beauty that he sailed across 
the ocean to see her in person.  “I want to be your son-in-law and ask for 
your daughter’s hand in marriage,” he said to Helen’s father who opened 
the door.   Shocked but curious Helen was impressed with the young man’s 
attractive looks and sophisticated appearance and the family accepted him 
to stay with them. Alex courted Helen for several months during which the 
pair truly fell in love.  January 27, 1950 they married forming a partnership 
in business and in life that would last 69 years. 

Helen settled in Canada with Alex and her mother- in- law whom she 
respected and loved dearly. In Canada she gave birth to her first child, 
Laura and subsequently to her sons Alex and George. The family moved 
to Philadelphia in the 50’s where Alex and his brother, Ivan started a 
construction company, I&A Corporation. In Philadelphia, Helen helped 
Alex design the single family homes he was building with his brother, 
each truly artistic and unique. In Philadelphia , their son,Victor was born 
in 1961. As Victor grew, Helen decided that she was ready to become a 
formal business partner with her husband She knew that together they 

could achieve great success. They shortened their long Ukrainian family 
name of Woskobijnyk (difficult to pronounce for Americans, ) to Woskob. 
In 1964 Alex and Helen formed AW & Sons when they decided to construct 
modern high-rise buildings in State College, PA. Their first project was the 
seven-story Parkway Plaza complex, the most modern buildings built in 
the area at that time.  They continued to construct luxury student housing 
in downtown State College which was a very innovative concept for the 
1960’s. Alex and Helen’s teamwork enabled them to achieve great business 
and personal success. Alex ran the construction team and Helen ran the 
office, taking care of the finances and rentals. The company became the 
leader in providing high quality student housing for Penn State students.  

Helen and Alex developed a special love of the community in State 
College where they built their business. Helen and Alex have been fervent 
patrons of the arts at Penn State with support for numerous musical, 
artistic, and cultural events. The Woskob Family Gallery in Penn State’s 
Downtown Theatre bears their name. Helen and Alex also made numerous 
contributions to support Ukrainian culture through the establishment of 
the Bahriany Foundation of which Helen was president for 10 years, through 
contributions to Ukrainian democracy-oriented and church organizations, 
and through major contributions to The Pennsylvania State University to 
establish  The New Century Fund in the College of Agricultural Sciences 
and the Woskob Family Endowment in Ukrainian Studies in the College of 
Liberal Arts.  Helen was a collector of art and an ardent supporter of post 
soviet artists in Ukraine giving many artists an opportunity to show their 
works abroad. Helen was extremely creative and had a deep appreciation 
for design. She opened State College’s fine furniture store, Designer’s 
Studio in 1997. As a designer, Helen created her own sense of fashion and 
employed a fulltime seamstress for whom she sketched her innovative 
designs, using fabrics meant for table cloths or draperies, tapestries and 
repurposed embroideries to assemble truly unique clothing that was 
worthy of being called artwork.

Helen loved her native Ukraine dearly with all her heart as well as America, 
a place that provided her and her family with freedom, shelter, and great 
opportunities. Helen will always be remembered as a kind, generous, and 
wonderful woman, beloved by her family, friends, and the State College 
community. Helen’s loving husband Alex predeceased her in 2019 along 
with two of her sons, Alexander (1976) and Victor (1999).  She was also 
predeceased by her brothers, Mykola and Hryshko and her sister Marusya. 
She is survived by a large extended family, all of whom she loved very 
dearly: her sister Raya in Canada, her son George Woskob (State College, 
PA) with his wife Nina and their three children Larissa Castner, George A. 
Woskob, and Alexander B. Woskob; her daughter Laura Alexander (State 
College, PA) with her son Nicholas Alexander and two daughters Alexandra 
Gryschuk and Larissa Vale; her deceased son Victor M. Woskob’s four sons 
– Victor A. Woskob, Ashlee C. Woskob, Jonathan D. Woskob, and Alexander 
G. Woskob; and seven great-grandchildren – Helena Woskob, Tiyanna 
Woskob, Nataliya Woskob, Alyssa Woskob, Hannah Woskob, Chase Woskob, 
and James Gryschuk Elabd. 

In lieu of flowers the family requests that contributions be made to The 
New Century Fund in the College of Agricultural Sciences at Penn State.

The viewing was held Friday, January 10, 2020, at Koch Funeral Home, 2401 
S. Atherton Street, State College, PA, followed by a Memorial Service officiated 
by Father David Smith (of Holy Trinity Orthodox Church, State College, PA)  

The funeral liturgy was held Saturday, January 11, 2020, at St. Andrews 
Memorial Church, 280 Main Street, South Bound Brook, NJ.
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by Maria Korkatsch-Groszko

BLOOMINGDALE, Ill. – A delegation of 
visitors from Ukraine sponsored by the 
Open World Leadership Program of the 
Open World Leadership Center participat-
ed in a reception and roundtable discussion 
hosted by the St. Andrew Ukrainian 
Orthodox Cathedral on November 20, 2019. 

The Center is part of the United States 
legislative branch and is housed in the 
Library of Congress in Washington. Every 
year, through the Senate and House 
Subcommittees on Legislative Branch 
Appropriations, grants are awarded to a 
variety of national and service organiza-
tions, institutions of higher education, sis-
ter-city associations and international visi-
tor councils. The Open World Leadership 
Center is designed to build understanding 
and cooperation among Congress, 
American communities and global leaders 
in interest areas such as rule of law, 
accountable governance and social servic-
es, by establishing long-lasting professional 
relationships between emerging leaders 
and their United States counterparts in 
democratic institutions. 

This year, the Open World Leadership 
Program visiting delegates included Oleksiy 
Mushak, the prime minister’s advisor on 
economic affairs; Valeriy Karpuntsov, a 
prosecutor; Taras Kremin, member of the 
Verkhovna Rada Committee on Sciences 
and Education, chair of the Subcommittee 
on Education: Protection of the State 
Language; Olena Matushko, secretary of the 
Rada Committee on Information Security 
and Communications and former producer 
and advertising manager for Channel 5 
Ukraine;  and Roman Oleksenko, 
Community Development Program manag-
er of the Peace Corps in Ukraine, who 
served as the program facilitator. 

Dr. George Palamattam, executive direc-
tor of the International Social Worker 
Exchange Partnership–Council  of 
International Programs, and Karl Nowak 
served as the hosts, organizers and coordi-
nators of activities in Illinois. 

Delegates were scheduled to collaborate 
on best practices for rule of law in local gov-
ernment, law enforcement and veterans’ 

affairs. They were also scheduled to meet 
with leaders of the Ukrainian diaspora. 
National Deputy Leonid Bard,  co-chair at 
the Assembly of the World Diasporas, joined 
as a guest of the delegation. John Jaresko, 
president of the Church Board of St. Andrew 
Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral, served as 
moderator for the roundtable discussions. 

Participants in the roundtable discus-
sions represented the following Ukrainian 
community organizations: Suburban 
Council of Ukrainian Voters, Ukrainian 
American Veterans Post 32; Ukrainian 
Congress Committee of America–Illinois 
Division; Organization for the Defense of 
Four Freedoms for Ukraine; Ukrainian 
Genocide Famine Foundation–U.S.A.; 
Selfreliance Federal Credit Union; St. 
Andrew Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral 
Church Board and St. Andrew Ukrainian 
School Advisory Board; and Chicago Sister 
Cities International–Kyiv Committee. 

In addition, Dr. Pavlo Antonenko, associ-
ate professor of educational technology at 
the University of Florida (Gainesville), trav-
eled to Illinois in order to meet with the 
delegation to share his expertise in the 
application of information technology and 
media in the field of education.

During the roundtable exchange, 

Ukraine’s Consul General in Chicago, Larysa 
Gerasko, stressed the importance of devel-
oping and establishing a strong advertising 
campaign in order to publicize the positive 
aspects of Ukraine and the Ukrainian people. 

Messrs. Bard and Karputsov commented 
on the fact that the world is becoming 
increasingly connected: persons, goods, 
capitals, services and ideas travel more and 
more freely. Exchanges of thought and 
experience are an asset and an opportunity 
for both countries of origin and host coun-
tries. Both emphasized that diaspora com-
munities contribute to the development of 
commercial links, business relations and 
transfer of knowledge; therefore, they are a 
very useful social, cultural and economic 
bridge between countries

Mr. Mushak shared that there is financial 
growth in Ukraine and that personal finan-
cial status and financial strength of Ukraine 
are important. He elaborated on the need 
for Ukrainians to understand the concept of 
investments. 

During an extended exchange on the 
learning and maintenance of the Ukrainian 
language, or any native language, all partici-
pants agreed that one’s native language 
allows us to not only communicate and con-
nect with one another, but it also allows us 

to understand and appreciate the history of 
our ancestors and our upbringing. Research 
indicates that communicative skills in one’s 
native language cultivate an appreciation 
and understanding of one’s culture, ensure 
better cognitive development and assist in 
the learning of other languages. 

Mr. Kremin stated that research shows 
“that maintaining one’s native language is 
critical to one’s identity and contributes to 
a positive self-esteem in the individual. 
Teaching the Ukrainian language in 
Ukrainian Saturday language schools is 
important for strengthening one’s identity, 
contributes to positive self-esteem in the 
individual; in addition, maintains closer ties 
with family members, facilitates cultural 
and linguistic connections to Ukraine.” 

Mr. Oleksenko reminded everyone that 
the Peace Corps was established in Ukraine 
in 1992 in a bilateral agreement signed by 
President George Bush and President 
Leonid Kravchuk of Ukraine. Since that 
time, the Peace Corps has cooperated with 
the Ukrainian Ministries of Education and 
Science, Youth and Sports, and Regional 
Development in jointly initiated activities to 
help the people of Ukraine meet their need 
for trained men and women. Important to 
note, he said, that 250 visas are available 
for U.S. citizens to work for one year in 
Ukraine. He further emphasized that 
course transfer credits are available 
between colleges and universities of the 
United States and Ukraine. 

Taras Petryshyn, a Ukrainian entrepre-
neur, businessman and a 10-year resident 
of the U.S, asked the group: “What do you 
hope to take back with you from your visit 
here in the U.S.?” Ms. Matushko replied that 
“there is a need for professional dialogue 
between the United States and Ukraine… 
we are focused on collecting the best infor-
mation which could be applied to manage 
information technology and communica-
tion venues of interest in Ukraine… the 
group, as a whole, seeks to collect the best 
information and best practices in their 
respective professional areas of expertise 
to take back and apply in different factions 
of life in Ukraine – financial accountability, 
promotion and maintenance of native lan-
guage, rule of law and civic services.”

Participants of the Open World Leadership Program with program coordinators and 
Ukrainian community members in Illinois: (front row, from left): Jaroslav Sydorenko, 
John Steciw, Peter Bencak, Maria Korkatsch-Groszko, Consul General in Illinois Larysa 
Gerasko, Marie Slobidsky, Lida Truchly, Oleksiy Mushak, (back row) Karl Nowak, John 
Jaresko, Taras Kremin, Olena Matushka, Leonid Bard, Valeriy Karpuntsov, George 

Palamattam, Irina Hobb, Roman Oleksenko and (standing) Dr. Vasyl Truchly.

Clifton honors former councilman, the late Stefan Tatarenko

Ukrainian leaders participate in the Open World Leadership Program in Illinois

by Tom Hawrylko

CLIFTON, N.J. – The city of Clifton paid tribute to the late 
Councilman Stefan Tatarenko. Instead of carrying the 
name of a Hollywood-inspired do-gooder, the former 
Robin Hood Park at 55 Broadale Ave. will now be named 
for a true hometown hero as “Stefan Tatarenko Memorial 
Park.”

The former city councilman, school board member and 
Vietnam veteran passed away a decade ago, on November 
12, 2009, at the age of 62. 

In a celebration on November 16, 2019, attended by 
clergy from Ukrainian Orthodox Holy Ascension Cathedral 
and St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church, elected and 
appointed officials from Clifton and Passaic County, along 
with more than 100 family and friends, Clifton Mayor Jim 
Anzaldi dedicated the park in Tatarenko’s honor. 

“If there is a definition of a gentleman in Webster’s 
Dictionary,” said Mr. Anzaldi, “that was Stefan Tatarenko. 
He served his city with much dedication – as a member of 
the school board, and then I had the privilege of having 
him as a member of the City Council. He also has a wonder-
ful family. He is missed.”

Both of Anna and Stefan Tatarenko’s sons, Peter and 
Andrew, spoke at the ceremony in tribute to their father.

“On behalf of the Tatarenko family, we are truly honored 
and humbled by this gesture to honor my father,” Andrew 
Tatarenko said. “It’s a cold day today, but the sun is shining 
down and I know my father is watching from above.”

He continued: 

“This park has a special meaning to our family. In 1977, 
my parents chose Clifton and purchased their first home 
on Priscilla Street. Twelve years later, we moved to the 
other side of the neighborhood to Friar Lane.

“I have many fond memories of my father here – teach-
ing us how to ride a bike on this path, shooting foul shots at 
the courts behind me, taking my first baseball swing, play-

ing tennis and coming to the park to practice our golf 
swing. It’s only fitting that this park was chosen to honor 
his legacy in Clifton.” 

A true public servant, Tatarenko worked tirelessly to 
help others and better this community. 

“He truly cared,” said son Andrew, “and always went 
above and beyond to help others in need.” 

John Jaresko

The immediate family of the late Councilman Stefan Tatarenko (from left): Andrew, Alexa, Colette, Anna, Brooke, 
Charles, Oliver, Larysa and Peter.

Tom Hawrylko
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by Olesia Matijcio

KERHONKSON, N.Y. – Members of the Spartanky sorori-
ty of Plast Ukrainian Scouting Organization gathered for 
the sorority’s annual conference and retreat on the week-
end of November 1-3, 2019, at Soyuzivka Heritage Center. 

A record number of 65 members of the sorority, both 
from the senior and younger branches, traveled from the 
eastern and mid-western states to attend this year’s con-
ference, which had special significance this year because 
2019 marked three anniversaries in the history of the 
sorority. Sixty years ago, in 1959, the younger branch was 
founded in Chicago, and 25 years ago the senior branch 
was formally established. In addition, the sorority has been 
operating a camp for 7-year-old cub scouts, called 
“Beginning Camp,” that the organization initiated 25 years 
ago at the Plast camp in East Chatham, N.Y. 

The conference was the culmination of a series of cele-
brations that took place during the year to mark these 
anniversaries, the most notable of which was held during 
Parents’ Day at the East Chatham camp. 

The Spartanky sorority was founded based on Plast 
scouting principles, taking additional inspiration from the 
role Spartan women played in ancient Greece, where they 
were known for exhibiting strength of body, mind and soul. 
Spartanky have active branches in New York, New Jersey, 
Connecticut and Pennsylvania as well as a very active con-
tingent in the city of Lviv.

 This year’s conference began with an informal social 
evening on Friday night. After checking into their rooms 
and enjoying a delicious dinner at the Main House, the 
scouts gathered for the main event of the evening, a “vatra,” 
or bonfire program, that took place by the warmth of the 
fireplace in the lobby. The evening was highlighted by the 
beloved Plast tradition of acting out humorous skits and 
singing songs. MCs Roma Maksymowych and Darka Patti 
ably led a program of humorous skits performed by both 
senior and younger members, followed by rousing rendi-
tions of sing-along favorites. 

The formal phase of the conference took place on 
Saturday in the Veselka hall. Senior sorority President 
Irena Sawchyn greeted all the attendees, and commended 
and thanked everyone for their extraordinary dedication to 
the sorority and the Plast scout organization, as well as to 
the year’s highly successful anniversary celebrations.

Several members were honored for their contributions. 
Petrusia Kotlar Paslawsky was awarded the Order of St. 

George in Gold, the highest commendation given in Plast, 
for establishing the popular one-week Beginners’ Camp 25 
years ago and guiding its continuation for 25 years, as well 
as many years in scouting leadership roles.

 Anna Ortynsky and Alexandra Magun received promo-
tions in rank to scout trustee.

Laryssa Nahnybida and Zenia Olesnycky were given cer-
tificate of recognition for their yearlong dedication in orga-
nizing the anniversary celebrations for the sorority, as well 
as multiple reunions in the past. 

Alexandra Zawadiwsky received a certificate of recogni-
tion for her excellent work in developing the Spartanky 
website and acquiring archival data for the site. 

The group then reviewed projects that were completed 

by the various branches throughout the year, including car-
oling during the Holidays, organizing a ski day/winter out-
ing at Holiday Mountain in New York, conducting St. 
Andrew’s Eve customs (Andriyivskiy Vechir), running the 
Beginner’s Camp in East Chatham, N.Y., testing campers for 
the Plast physical fitness badge, and helping to preserve 
the forest trails at the Vovcha Tropa campsite. 

New board members were elected for key posts: 
Theresa Kuritza, president; Chrystia Iwanik, vice-presi-
dent; Zezya Zawadiwsky, secretary; and Christya Stasiuk, 
treasurer. Additionally, local chapter leaders were named, 
including Kiki Zinycz in New York/Connecticut, Roma 
Maksymovych in New Jersey and Marusia Kolodij in 
Philadelphia. 

Lastly, three women were welcomed into the sorority as 
Spartanky candidates: Zina Zinycz, Alexandra Odulak 
Petrenko and Roma Hamersky-Dale.

After Saturday’s formal deliberations, all Spartanky 
attendees joined in a unique fun-filled scavenger hunt 
organized by Alexa “Googa” Watters, president of the 
younger branch, and Nadia Olesnycky and Olenka 
Olesnycky, members of the younger branch. Teams of 
senior and younger Spartanky worked together eagerly to 
address a series of challenges and outdo others. There 
were mock battles, impromptu singing, trick photography 
and poetry recitations. A good time was had by all, with 
every Spartanka demonstrating good cheer and a healthy 
dose of competitive spirit. All activities were captured on 
digital cameras by each team and then edited and shown to 
all the enthusiastic participants as a late-night treat. 

After the vigorous outdoor hunt, everyone gathered by 

the fireplace again for snacks and beverages, and an exhibi-
tion of mementos from wedding traditions that were prac-
ticed by the first Spartanky at the shower-type celebra-
tions called “Divych Vechir.” Four senior members, Itsia 
Bihun, Marta Torielli, Romana Pylyp and Margareta Nycz 
displayed the keepsakes they had received for their wed-
dings many years before and had stored as valued trea-
sures. They displayed tablecloths that had been embroi-
dered by the Spartanky friends of the bride-to-be, framed 
“fairytale” posters that related with beautiful calligraphy 
the story how the groom and bride met, as well as head 
wreaths plaited by friends to give to the new bride. 

Senior members reminisced about other wedding tradi-
tions and were all deeply moved to hear that the younger 
members were continuing many of the traditions for their 
Spartanky weddings.

The highlight of the day was the after-dinner “Spartanka 
Masquerade” team competition. Each team was tasked 
with dressing up one team member as a Spartan woman 
who had to embody one of the key Spartan ideals that 
reflect the sorority’s fundamental ethic. The results were 
both hilarious and thoughtful, resulting in a memorable 
evening that brought the younger and senior members 
even closer. 

The evening continued when the library was opened to 
show a display of Spartanky memorabilia through the ages, 
including photo collections that reflected 60 years of the 
group’s existence and contributions to the Plast organiza-
tion. 

The conclusion of the day came with a celebratory cake, 
a fitting culmination of the year’s anniversary celebrations. 
All the attendees, younger and older, toasted their accom-
plishments and sang the traditional “Mnohaya Lita” to wish 
each other many more years of collaborative endeavors as 
Spartanky. 

As a late-night treat, the younger Spartanky screened a 
video montage of the scavenger hunt that took place earli-
er that day. The chatting and laughing continued late into 
the night. 

Closing ceremonies took place early on Sunday morning, 
led by the new senior president, Ms. Kuritza, followed by 
divine liturgy celebrated at Holy Trinity Ukrainian Catholic 
Church.

All in all, the event was a major success, in light of the 
beautiful fall weather, the hospitality and wonderful 
accommodations of Soyuzivka Heritage Center, the plan-
ning and execution of the event by the New Jersey chapter, 
led by organizers Laryssa Nahnybida and Zenia Olesnycky, 
and most of all the commitment and dedication of these 
strong women to do their part in helping to support and 
reinforce the ideology of Plast among Ukrainian youth in 
the U.S. and abroad: strength of body and soul. All left for 
home energized and ready for another year of hard but 
rewarding work.

The next conference is being planned by the New York/
Connecticut chapter for fall 2020. For further information 
about the Spartanky sorority readers may contact Chrystia 
Iwanik at ciwanik@yahoo.com.

Irena Sawchyn, Zezya Zawadiwsky, Talia Danysh and 
Lyalya Nahnybida contributed to this article. 

Spartanky members gathered for their 2019 annual conference pose on the Veselka balcony overlooking the Catskill Mountains. 
Christina Jancew Iwanik.

Spartanky Plast sorority meets for anniversary conference at Soyuzivka

Members of the younger branch of Spartanky at their 
2019 annual conference at Soyuzivka.

Stefko Drabyk
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the Ukrainian Engineers’ Society of America, Philadelphia Chapter
cordially invites everyone to attend the traditional

Banquet and Ball with Presentation of Debutantes

Saturday, February 1, 2020
Grand Ballroom, � e Bellevue Hotel

200 South Broad Street, Philadelphia, PA 19102

• Cocktails at 6 pm
• Presentation of Debutantes 
   and Banquet at 7 pm
• Ball at 9 pm

Music by the Hrim Orchestra
Attire Black Tie

For additional information 
or to make reservations please 

call Peter Hewka or Orysia Hewka 
at 610-277-1284, 

or email to hewka@verizon.net

Natalia Bula Sofi a DiBello Yuliana Fartachuk Evanna Kujdych 

Victoria Kurylec Sofi a Pawluk Solomiya Semeniuk Tiana Wertelecky 

A portion of the proceeds 
from the Ball will be used 
for scholarships for science 
and engineering 
students.
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Boston Holodomor committee chair 
inducted into Educators Hall of Fame

Greater Boston Committee  
for the Remembrance  

of the Ukrainian Famine Genocide

SALEM, Mass. – During ceremonies held 
on November 14, 2019, in the ballroom of 
Salem’s historic Hawthorne Hotel, attorney 
and political science professor Paul 
Thomas Rabchenuk was inducted into the 
Northeast Regional Educators Hall of Fame. 

He was the recipient of the Dr. Edna 
Mauriello ’44 Lifetime Achievement Award 
based on his years as a teacher, his public 
positions and as a long-time advocate for 
genocide education and awareness. For the 
past 12 years, he has held the position of 
chair of the Greater Boston Committee for 
the Remembrance of the Ukrainian Famine 
Genocide, 1932-1933, the Holodomor. 

His interest in genocide and the role of 
government and human rights started with 
his Eastern European parents and their 
friends discussing the conditions imposed 
on people living in Captive Nations who 
were subject to despotic rule. 

Those family discussions had an impact 
on him and throughout his adult life he has 
been a devoted advocate of genocide edu-
cation and Holodomor awareness. He trav-
eled throughout the New England Region, 
New York and Washington to present and 
lecture about the Holodomor at conferenc-
es, colleges and advocacy groups. 

Since 2014, he has been a presenter at 
Boston’s Annual Walk Against Genocide 
organized by the Massachusetts Coalition 
to Save Darfur at which event he highlight-
ed the Holodomor. Since 2011, he has testi-
fied before the Massachusetts Joint 
Committee on Education annually in sup-
port of bills to include genocide studies in 
the state’s world history curriculum. 

Mr. Rabchenuk is currently working 
closely with the Center for Holocaust and 

Genocide Studies at Salem State University 
to develop and promote its programs of 
Genocide Studies, including a proposed pro-
gram for Salem State students to study at 
Petro Mohyla Black Sea University in 2020.

Among the guests at his induction were 
Prof. Volodymyr Serhiichuk of Taras 
Shevchenko National University in Kyiv; 
Michael Sawkiw, chairman of the National 
Committee for the Remembrance of the 
Holodomor; Vsevolod Petriv, president of 
the Ukrainian Congress Committee of 
America, Boston branch; and Maria Saxe, 
secretary of the Boston branch of the UCCA. 

Prof. Serhiichuk addressed the gathering 
in Ukrainian and briefly discussed the 
Holodomor, as Mr. Sawkiw interpreted his 
remarks in English. He then presented two 
copies of his book “The Holodomor, 1932-
1933” to both Mr. Rabchenuk and to Dr. 
Christopher Mauriello, director of the 
Center for Holocaust and Genocide Studies 
at Salem State University.

As Mr. Rabchenuk made his remarks, in 
which he gave the history of the 
Holodomor and referred to the need for 
caring, awareness and education, a slide 
show ran showing his activities over the 
past several years, including testimony 
before legislative committees, academic 
presentations and public marches.

Eric Cohen, chair of the Massachusetts 
Coalition to Save Darfur, introduced Mr. 
Rabchenuk and listed the honoree’s above 
accomplishments, and described their 
work together to promote genocide aware-
ness.

On the same day, the Massachusetts 
Senate passed a resolution offered by Sen. 
Joan Lovely recognizing Mr. Rabchenuk for 
receiving the Dr. Edna Mauriello ’44 
Lifetime Achievement Award and his 
induction into the Northeast Regional 
Educators Hall of Fame.

NOTES ON PEOPLE

At the induction of Paul Rabchenuk into the Northeast Regional Educators Hall of 
Fame (from left) are: Prof. Volodymyr Serhiichuk, Paul Rabchenuk, Maria Saxe, 

Vsevolod Petriv and Michael Sawkiw.

Salem State University Alumni and Friends 

Mark Twain said that history does not 
repeat, but often rhymes. A hundred years 
ago, Bonsol incinerated Ukraine’s appeals 
with all the dire 20th century consequenc-
es. Ukraine today remains just as important 
as it was in 1920, only now with over-
whelming support from diplomats, journal-
ists, Peace Corps volunteers, tourists, the 
diaspora. Based on their votes, nearly every 
member of Congress is for Ukraine and 

according to news, President Trump’s clos-
est advisors argued the same. Whether at 
Mr. Putin’s behest or to further his own 
election (perhaps both), President Trump 
insisted on blocking aid to Ukraine until he 
got caught. He became the third president 
to be impeached. The Senate trial expected 
this January comes a century after 
Versailles. 

January 2120? None of us will be there, 
but I’m confident Ukraine will not only 
have survived, it will have prevailed, the 
impeachment of President Trump relegat-
ed to a footnote from a century back. 

(Continued from page 6)

January
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January 23 Alexander Dallin Lecture by Steven Hall, “Putin the 
Stanford, CA Chekist: Intelligence and Decision Making in Russia,” 
 Stanford University, https://creees.stanford.edu or
 creeesinfo@stanford.edu

January 25 Presentation of Debutantes, Plast Ukrainian Scouting 
Whippany, NJ Organization (Newark Branch), Hanover Marriott Hotel, 
 www.plastnewarkdeb.com or 908-448-6389

January 25 Winter Ball and Presentation of Debutantes, Ukrainian 
Dearborn, MI Engineers’ Society of America, Dearborn Inn Marriott, 
 gwoloszscuk@yahoo.com or 586-801-8905 

January 25 Conversation with filmmaker Oleh Sentsov and Nina 
New York Khrushcheva, “Activism Rising: Ukraine at a Turning Point,”
 PEN America, Ukrainian Institute of America, 
 212-288-8660

January 26 Christmas concert, with Maestro Ihor Bohdan, Ukrainian
Buffalo, NY Free Kozatsvo, St. John the Baptist Ukrainian Catholic
 Church, 716-873-5011

January 26 Presentation by Wolodymyr Duszara, “Importance of 
Montreal Quebec Community Group Networks to Ukrainian 
 Organizations in Quebec,” Shevchenko Scientific Society
 of Montreal, 514-481-5871 

January 31 “A Tribute to Mark L. von Hagen (1954-2019),” 
New York Harriman Institute, Columbia University, 
 https://harriman/columbia.edu or 212-854-4623

February 1 Boston Malanka, “Welcome to the Roaring Twenties,” 
Boston Ukraine Global Scholars, Venezia Restaurant Boston, 
 www.bostonmalanka.com

February 1 Banquet and Ball with Presentation of Debutantes, 
Philadelphia Ukrainian Engineers’ Society of America (Philadelphia 
 Chapter), Grand Ballroom, The Bellevue Hotel, 
 610-277-1284 or hewka@verizon.net

February 1, 8 Gerdany Workshop, with instruction by Stephanie 
Somerset, NJ Milinichik Milan, Ukrainian History and Education 
 Center, info@ukrhec.org or 732-356-0132 

February 6 Book presentation by Anna Procyk, “Giuseppe Mazzini’s 
New York Young Europe and the Birth of Modern Nationalism in 
 the Slavic World,” Columbia University, 212-854-4697
 or ukrainianstudies@columbia.edu

February 7 Performance, National Symphony Orchestra of Ukraine,
Richmond, VA Carpenter Theater, 804-592-3330

February 7 Film screening, “Julia Blue” by Roxy Toporowych, 
Cambria, CA Cambria Film Festival, J. Buckley Theater, 
 www.juliabluethemovie,com

February 8 Chervona Kalyna Cotillion Ball, Plast Ukrainian Scouting 
Pearl River, NY Organization, Hilton Pearl River, 845-735-9000 or 
 www.kalynadeb.org

February 8 Film screening, “Julia Blue” by Roxy Toporowych, 
Cambria, CA Cambria Film Festival, Cambria Center for the Arts
 Theater, www.juliabluethemovie,com

February 9 Performance, “Romeo and Juliet,” National Ballet 
Brooklyn, NY Theater of Odesa, Kings Theater, 718-856-8462 or 
 www.kingstheatre.com

February 15 Plast Cleveland Debutante Ball, Plast Ukrainian Scouting 
Cleveland Organization, Embassy Suites Hotel Cleveland-Rockside, 
 plastcledeb@gmail.com

February 15 Washington DC Ukrainian Debutante Ball, Taras 
Washington Shevchenko School of Ukrainian Studies of Greater 
 Washington, The Washington Group, Omni Shorham Hotel,
 www.ukrainianschooldc.org orzabavadc@gmail.com 

Entries in “Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to events 
advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome submissions 
from all our readers. Items will be published at the discretion of the editors 
and as space allows. Please send e-mail to mdubas@ukrweekly.com.

which has now been removed, openly 
boasted of the military-patriotic training 
sessions in Russia. In September 2015, 
around 300 young Russians took part in a 
camp for training fighters in the Moscow 
region, with their instructors including two 
prominent neo-Nazis who in 2014-2015 
fought on the side of the Kremlin-backed 
militants in the Donbas. 

Alexei Milchakov, who had been convict-
ed in his native St Petersburg over the 
sadistic killing of puppies and calls on fel-
low neo-Nazis to kill down-and-outs, also 
went to Donbas on what was called a 
“humanitarian work trip.” He has admitted 
in a Skype interview that he received 
money for his mercenary services, and also 
posted photos of himself over the bodies of 
Ukrainian soldiers he had killed. It looks as 
though his killing “services” were deemed 
grounds enough for waiving the criminal 
charges against him back in his native 
Russia. 

Mr. Milchakov and fellow neo-Nazi mili-
tant Jan Petrovsky (Veliki Slavian), although 
themselves not E.N.O.T. Corps members, 
were valued instructors at the 2015 train-
ing camp, which took place under the 
patronage of Alexander Borodai, one of the 
Russian founders of the so-called Donetsk 
people’s republic. The training course 
involved seminars and practice in sniper 
fire, using a pistol or machine gun, martial 
arts, field medicine, etc. Kids who looked to 
be age 13 or 14 at most were taught to 
shoot, move and take aim without being 
observed, to move injured comrades, etc. 
They were also subjected to “patriotic” 
education of a far-right, imperialist bent. 

A similar event in September 2016 

called the II Dmitry Donskoy International 
Military-Patriotic Camp also claimed that 
around 300 children and young people 
were involved, including from the Donetsk 
and Luhansk oblasts of Ukraine, as well as 
Belarus. A video which has now been 
removed, but can probably be found 
cached, stated that those who finish the 
training may if they wish take part in 
“humanitarian aid to the Donbas,” as well 
as in “helping the local police fight street 
crime.” At least Mr. Petrovsky was involved 
in training children as young as 8, with the 
skills learned including shooting from pis-
tols and machine guns, throwing grenades 
and survival skills in a field where active 
fighting is taking place. That camp also 
clearly involved the E.N.O.T Corps, as well 
as the Rusich military band that Messrs. 
Milchakov and Petrovsky led in the Donbas. 

There was little attempt to conceal the 
euphemistic nature of the term “humani-
tarian aid” with E.N.O.T commander 
Roman Telenkevich handing out awards at 
the beginning to those young participants 
who took part in the active phase of the 
conflict in the Donbas. Upon receiving their 
crosses, the young men shouted “I serve my 
fatherland, ENOT and the Orthodox Faith.” 

The wind appears to have changed for 
this far-right outfit after Mr. Telenkevich 
came into conflict with Mr. Borodai and 
announced that he was leaving the so-
called Union of Volunteers of the Donbas. It 
so happened very quickly that the days 
when Mr. Telenkevich can be seen receiving 
an award from Sergei Aksyonov, the 
Russian-installed leader of occupied 
Crimea, for his services were over. He and 
his E.N.O.T comrades found themselves 
designated as criminals – essentially by the 
same bodies that had overseen their crimi-
nal behavior in support of Russia’s aggres-
sion against Ukraine.

(Continued from page 2)

Russian military...

passed by Congress in military aid for 
Ukraine, a move allegedly intended to pres-
sure Kyiv into investigating political rival 
Joe Biden, the Republican president’s 
potential Democratic opponent in the 2020 
U.S. election.

It remains unclear how the watchdog’s 
report will affect the impeachment trial 
given that the ground rules haven’t been 
determined by the Republican-controlled 
Senate, including what, if any, new evidence 

will be admissible during proceedings.
Although the GAO’s findings aren’t legal-

ly binding, its reports are considered reli-
able and the agency is viewed as the federal 
government’s pre-eminent auditing agency.

Based on reporting by CNN, Reuters, AP 
and DPA.

Copyright 2020, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/u-s-government- 
watchdog-says-trump-administration-broke-
law-in-freezing-ukraine-aid/30381580.html).

(Continued from page 3)

GAO reports...

neighbors; we are essentially, as I have said 
more than once, one and the same people” 
(se Eurasia Daily Monitor, March 19, April 
17, May 27, June 24, 25, 26, July 2, 2014).

The Kremlin suspended the political 
project of Novorossiya after forcing Ukraine 
to sign the Minsk armistice in 2014. From 
that point onward, Moscow strengthened 
its grip on the occupied territories while 
developing the “one and the same people” 
thesis, which extends to Ukraine writ large, 
not just its Black Sea coastal lands. Mr. Putin 
has now refloated Novorossiya for the first 
time in five years under the name 
Prichernomorie, which is understood to 
cover those same lands.

On December 23, 2019, Russia opened 
railroad traffic from its own territory to the 

occupied Crimea via the Kerch Strait Bridge, 
with Mr. Putin leading the first convoy.

These steps followed in the wake of the 
December 9, 2019, Normandy summit (see 
EDM, December 11, 2019). Apparently, 
Moscow intends to demonstrate that it 
retains the strategic initiative and coercive 
capacity vis-à-vis Ukraine. The Kremlin 
wants President Volodymyr Zelenskyy to 
fulfill the commitments he signed at that 
summit and report the fulfillment at the 
next Normandy summit in April. 

Neither the Ukrainian government nor 
the German and French participants in the 
Normandy process have commented on the 
Kremlin’s post-summit moves against 
Ukraine.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 3)

Putin and...

Visit our archive online: www.ukrweekly.com
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PREVIEW OF EVENTS
Saturday, January 25

NEW YORK: The Shevchenko Scientific 
Society, the Ukrainian Institute of America 
and the Ukrainian Academy of Arts and 
Sciences invite all to a presentation by Anna 
Procyk of her book “Giuseppe Mazzini’s 
Young Europe and the Birth of Modern 
Nationalism in the Slavic World” (University 
of Toronto Press, 2019). The work examines 
the intellectual currents in Eastern Europe 
that attracted educated youth after the 
Polish Revolution of 1830. Focusing on the 
political ideas brought to the Slavic world 
from the West by Polish émigré conspira-
tors, Dr. Procyk explores the core message 
that the Polish revolutionaries carried, a 
message based on the democratic princi-
ples espoused by Young Europe’s founder, 
Mazzini. At its inception, political national-
ism in Eastern Europe was republican-dem-
ocratic in nature and the clandestine groups 
in Eastern Europe closely cooperated with 
one another through underground chan-
nels. It was through this cooperation that 
the better-educated Poles and Ukrainians in 
the political underground became aware 
that the interests of their nations, bound 
together by the forces of history and politi-
cal necessity, were best served when they 

worked closely together. Dr. Procyk is pro-
fessor emerita of the Department of History, 
Philosophy and Political Science at 
Kingsborough Community College, City 
University of New York. The event will take 
place on at 5 p.m. at the Ukrainian Institute 
of America, 2 E. 79th St.; telephone, 212-
288-8660.

NEW YORK: Register today for The 
Ukrainian Museum’s popular weekend tra-
ditional folk art courses that begin on 
January 25. Try your hand at Embroidery, 
an eight-session course for all levels open to 
adults and children age 10 and up, or learn 
Bead-Stringing (Gerdany) in a four-session 
course for adults and children age 12 and 
up. Sign up for the very popular Pysanka 
and Easter Traditions baking workshops 
(check dates online). Introductory Weaving 
is offered for ages 16 and up during an 
intensive three-day weekend course later in 
the season. Pre-registration is necessary; 
details may be found on the website’s 
Education section. Fees include access to 
the museum’s exhibition galleries. The 
Ukrainian Museum is located at 222 E. Sixth 
St.; telephone, 212-228-0110; website, 
www.ukrainianmuseum.org.

PREVIEW OF EVENTS GUIDELINES
Preview of Events is a listing of Ukrainian community events open to the public. It is a ser-
vice provided at minimal cost ($20 per listing) by The Ukrainian Weekly to the Ukrainian 
community.  Items must be no more than 100 words long. 

Preview items must be received no later than one week before the desired date of 
publication. Please include payment for each time the item is to appear and indicate 
date(s) of issue(s) in which the item is to be published. 

Information should be sent to preview@ukrweekly.com. When e-mailing, please do not 
send items as attachments – simply type the text into the body of the e-mail message. 
Preview items and payments may be mailed to: Preview of Events, The Ukrainian Weekly, 
2200 Route 10, P.O. Box 280, Parsippany, NJ 07054.
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