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by Stefan Romaniw

MELBOURNE, Australia – In reaction to 
the bushfires that have ravaged Australia, 
the Australian Federation of Ukrainian 
Organizations (AFUO) put out a call during 
the Julian calendar Christmas for the 
Kolyada for Australia Bushfire campaign, 
whose target was $50,000.

The Ukrainian Australian community 
demonstrated its unity of purpose and 

focus, and succeeded in raising $67,000 dur-
ing the relatively brief Christmas period.

On Saturday, January 18, in Hobart, 
where the smallest Ukrainian Australian 
community was celebrating its 70th anni-
versary of settlement in Tasmania, the 
AFUO held a national meeting with the 
community and presented a check for the 
funds raised (at that point, the amount was 

Australia’s Ukrainian community
raises $67,000 for bushfi re relief

(Continued on page 17)

by Roman Tymotsko

KYIV – The internet was abuzz with 
speculation about Ukraine’s Prime Minister 
Oleksiy Honcharuk on January 15. The first 
splash of activity came after an unknown 
source leaked a recording on which Mr. 
Honcharuk is allegedly heard discussing 
the economic incompetence of President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy with a senior execu-
tive of the National Bank of Ukraine, the 

minister of finance and others. News about 
the leak was followed by the presumption 
that the prime minister would be resigning. 

In subsequent days, Messrs. Zelenskyy 
and Honcharuk played what seemed to be 
a heavily scripted performance, which 
started with a statement by the prime min-
ister and ended with the president giving 
him a second chance. The audience for this 

Prime minister submits his resignation,
president gives him a second chance

(Continued on page 22)

At a meeting with Prime Minister Oleksii Honcharuk on January 17, President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy said, “I have decided to give you and your government a 
chance if you resolve some things that are very important today and are of concern to 

our society.”

Presidential Office of Ukraine

   NEWS ANALYSIS

Th e quest for unity: then and now
by Bohdan Nahaylo

KYIV – On January 22, Ukraine cele-
brated the 102nd anniversary of the 
Ukrainian National Republic’s declara-
tion of independence and the 101st of 
the proclamation of the unification of all 
Ukrainian lands. President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy used the occasion to reiterate 
what in recent weeks has become a leit-
motif for him: the need for national con-
solidation and unity.

He had emphasized this theme – the 
urgency of constructing a modern 
Ukrainian political nation based on 
shared democratic values rather that eth-
nocentric ones – in his unconventional 
televised New Year’s address. 

The publication on the eve of the 
January 22 celebrations of the results of a 
new survey on attitudes regarding 
national identity also provided an oppor-
tunity to take stock of where things stand 
and to better understand the context that 

Mr. Zelenskyy and his critics are address-
ing in their respective ways.

The Ukrainian president returned to 
his vision of how national unity should 
be promoted in an interview published 
by The Times of Israel on January 19. 
“It’s a question of how people with differ-
ent history, with different attitudes, can 
live together in practice,” he explained. 

“It is a very complicated and sensitive 
issue,” Mr Zelenskyy stressed. “There are 
heroes who are honored in the west and 
in the center of Ukraine; and there are 
other Ukrainians that have their own 
heroes and think otherwise. And I under-
stand the different feelings. And that’s 
why I’ve said several times, very clearly: 
When we have so complicated a history, 
let’s build a common history. Let’s find 
those people whose names do not cause 
controversy in our present and in our 
future. Let’s name the monuments and 

(Continued on page 21)

by Roman Tymotsko

KYIV – Lviv-born Oksana Litynska 
accomplished one of the most advanced 
climbers’ feats – she climbed the highest 
peaks on each of the seven continents. The 
last one on her list was Mount Vinson (4,892 
meters) in Antarctica, which she successful-
ly ascended on December 28, 2019. 

In May, she reached the world’s highest 
point, Mount Everest (8,848 meters), and 
became the third Ukrainian woman to do 
so. Now she is a part of an exclusive club of 
around 70 women in history who achieved 
the Seven Summits program.

Climbing to the summit of the highest 
mountains of each of the seven continents 
is regarded as a major mountaineering 
challenge, first achieved on April 30, 1985, 
by Richard Bass. Completing the Seven 
Summits and additionally reaching the 
North and South Poles has been called the 
Explorers Grand Slam. 

Litynska becomes second Ukrainian woman
in history to climb Earth’s Seven Summits

Oksana Litynska on Mount Vinson in 
Antarctica, her final peak in the Seven 

Summits challenge.

Courtesy of Oksana Litynska

(Continued on page 18)

During the presentation on January 18 of a check to the Australian Red Cross encom-
passing donations collected among the Ukrainian community by the Australian 
Federation of Ukrainian Organizations. Since that day, the amount raised has grown 

to $67,000.

Sonia Ramza/AFUO
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Kyiv celebrates Day of Unity

Hundreds of Ukrainians have joined 
together to form a human chain across the 
Dnipro River in Kyiv to mark the 1919 
Unification Act of the Ukrainian National 
Republic and the short-lived Western 
Ukrainian National Republic. In a statement 
to mark the Day of Unity on January 22, 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy 
said that in the modern world the feeling of 
a nation as a whole arises not only through 
common traditions, culture and religion, but 
also because of the values that are “accept-
able to every corner of Ukraine.” The state-
ment said: “To be strong, one must become 
one. To become one, one must be strong. We 
need to keep that in mind.” Mr. Zelenskyy’s 
statement comes amid efforts to reinvigo-
rate the moribund peace process with 
Russia, which has created uncertainty and 
division within Ukraine. “On Ukrainian 
Unity Day, we call on Russia to respect 
Ukraine’s sovereignty and territorial integri-
ty within its internationally recognized bor-
ders, including Crimea and the Donbas, 
extending to its territorial waters,” the U.S. 
Embassy in Kyiv wrote in a post on Twitter. 
Mr. Zelenskyy, Deputy Chair of the 
Verkhovna Rada Ruslan Stefanchuk and 
Prime Minister Oleksiy Honcharuk took 
part in a ceremony marking the day by lay-
ing flowers at the monuments of prominent 
Ukrainian writer and thinker Taras 
Shevchenko and historian and political lead-
er Mykhailo Hrushevsky. The Day of Unity 
has been marked as a national holiday in 
Ukraine since 1999, but the first “chain of 
unity” occurred on January 21, 1990, when 
the country was still part of the former 
Soviet Union. The outpouring of nationalism 
saw hundreds of thousands of Ukrainians 
stand in a chain that was so long it connect-
ed the capital with several other nearby cit-
ies. (RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service) 

Donetsk airport defenders remembered

A requiem liturgy was held at St. 
Michael’s Golden-Domed Monastery in Kyiv 
on January 21 to honor the fallen defenders 
of the Donetsk airport and all deceased 
combatants. Attending the memorial ser-
vice in the Ukrainian capital were war veter-
ans who defended the Donetsk airport from 

Russia-backed separatists, other combat-
ants in the Donbas conflict, families of fallen 
soldiers and volunteers. The defense of the 
Sergei Prokofiev Donetsk International 
Airport lasted 242 days, from May 26, 2014, 
to January 22, 2015, and ended after two of 
its terminals as well as the dispatch tower 
were completely destroyed. Its defense 
became an emblem of the fighting spirit of 
Ukrainians; its defenders, both regular sol-
diers and volunteer fighters, became known 
as “cyborgs,” a moniker given to them by 
Russia-backed separatists for their resil-
ience. Ukraine’s military says 101 soldiers 
were killed and 440 wounded while defend-
ing the airport. Nine combatants are still 
missing. Volunteers from the Right Sector, 
Dnipro-1, Karpatska Sich and other such 
formations also took part in defending the 
airport. More than 13,000 people have been 
killed in the conflict in eastern Ukraine since 
it began in April 2014. The Kremlin officially 
denies that it is a party to the war and 
describes the events in the Donbas as “an 
internal Ukrainian conflict.” The Donetsk 
airport was built ahead of the 2012 
European soccer championship that 
Ukraine co-hosted with Poland. Its estimat-
ed cost was $860 million. (RFE/RL’s 
Ukrainian Service)

Youngest research team headed to Antarctica

Ukraine is sending its youngest ever 
expeditionary team to Antarctica in March, 
the Ministry of Education and Science said 
in a press release on January 20. The aver-
age age of the 25th Ukrainian Antarctic 
expedition is 37. The 12-person team will 
be based at the Vernadsky Research Base, 
which Ukraine bought from Britain in 1996 
for a symbolic 1 pound. “We want to give 
young people as much chance to further 
themselves and their scientific potential,” 
said Yevhen Dykiy, head of the ministry’s 
National Antarctic Center. “And for the 
same reason, half of the staff are ‘newcom-
ers,’ meaning they will go to Antarctica for 
the first time this year.” The expedition con-
sists of seven scientists, a doctor, a cook, a 
systems mechanic, a diesel electrician engi-
neer and a system communications admin-
istrator. Two members of the team are 

(Continued on page 20)
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by Vladimir Socor
Eurasia Daily Monitor

A ticking clock and a shutting trap seem 
appropriate metaphors for the predica-
ment of Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy and his team hoping against 
hope for “peace” with Russia.

The Normandy Four leaders’ (Russia, 
Germany, France, Ukraine) summit in Paris, 
on December 9, 2019, started the clock 
ticking toward the April 2020 summit in 
Berlin. There, Mr. Zelenskyy is expected to 
report to the same conclave about 
Ukraine’s fulfillment of commitments he 
has confirmed in the French capital.

The shutting trap consists of Kyiv’s uni-
lateral concessions to Moscow (to legalize 
the Steinmeier formula, to accept a perma-
nent “special status” for the Donetsk-
Luhansk territory under Russian control). 
Moscow extracted this price for agreeing to 
hold the December summit, which Mr. 
Zelenskyy’s team was avidly seeking even 
if it had to pay this heavy cost.

To stop the ticking clock and to pry the 
trap door open may still be possible if 
Kyiv’s current decision-makers understand 
that the Kremlin is unreconciled to an 
independent sovereign Ukraine – and that 
Russia’s current president is not even rec-
onciled to a Ukrainian Ukraine.

President Zelenskyy offered an impres-
sive public performance at the Normandy 
format summit in Paris. On a personal 
level, he outtalked and outsmarted Russian 
President Vladimir Putin, while on the 
political level, Mr. Zelenskyy adopted cer-
tain “red lines” that Ukraine’s previous 
government had defended until 2019 and 
Ukraine’s active civil society continues 
defending (e.g., no direct talks with 
Moscow’s proxies in Donetsk-Luhansk, no 
“elections” in the presence of Russian 
troops there). Moreover, Mr. Zelenskyy 
unexpectedly called for revisions to the 
2015 Minsk agreements. But these posi-
tions are a far cry from the summit’s con-
cluding document, which Ukraine’s leader 
accepted to Mr. Putin’s satisfaction and 
forms the sole basis for follow-up negotia-
tions (see Eurasia Daily Monitor, December 
9, 11, 12, 2019).

Kyiv is currently in the process of com-
plying with the Normandy summit’s docu-
ment. Moscow, Berlin and Paris, for their 
part, are ignoring Kyiv’s suggestions to 
have the Minsk agreements revised. 
Moscow, moreover, followed up the 
Normandy summit by bringing yet another 
part of Ukraine’s territory – the Black Sea 
coastal lands – again into the argument 
(see EDM, January 14). Examined on an 
issue-by-issue basis, the process is clearly 
developing against Ukraine’s interests.

• Ceasefire: Ukrainian troops lose sever-
al killed and wounded every week, mainly 
to sniper fire, at a rate that has stabilized 
since July 2019 and continues unabated 
since the Normandy summit. Notwithstan-
ding the summit’s collective call for a 
ceasefire observance, Moscow will contin-
ue this form of attrition warfare on the 
contact line, as a form of political pressure 
on the casualty-averse Ukrainian leader-
ship.

The ceasefire, prolonged on December 
18, 2019, is supposed to be buttressed by 
Mr. Putin’s assurances to Kyiv that he 
would restrain the Donetsk-Luhansk forc-
es. Kyiv had actually requested such assur-
ances, which played into Moscow’s hands 

by making it look like a mediator, rather 
than a direct participant in the conflict 
(Ukrinform, December 18, 2019).

• Special status: The Ukrainian 
Parliament prolonged the existing law on a 
“special regime of local self-government in 
certain areas of the Donetsk and Luhansk 
oblasts” (special status law) on December 
12, 2019, and President Zelenskyy promul-
gated it on December 18. This law exists on 
paper since 2014 and is being prolonged 
on an annual basis, but it never went into 
effect. This time, however, Kyiv has accept-
ed Moscow’s demand to incorporate the 
Steinmeier formula into this law in 2020.

The Steinmeier formula is about bring-
ing the special status law into effect in con-
junction with “elections” in Donetsk-
Luhansk. The pro-presidential Servant of 
the People party, holding an absolute 
majority in the Verkhovna Rada, ensured 
smooth passage, and it can easily do so 
again for the Steinmeier formula in 2020, 
as has been agreed first with Moscow and 
then at the Normandy summit (Ukrinform, 
December 18, 22, 2019).

Mr. Putin acts as if arm-wrestling Mr. 
Zelenskyy into yielding little by little. “The 
prolongation of the special status is a good 
step in the right direction. But it must be 
made permanent, as per the Minsk agree-
ment, and incorporated into Ukraine’s 
Constitution, also in accordance with the 
Minsk agreements,” Mr. Putin told German 
Chancellor Angela Merkel at their recent 
meeting in Moscow (Kremlin.ru, January 
12, 2020).

• Minsk revision: Within days of the 
Normandy summit, Kremlin spokesperson 
Dmitry Peskov declared, “If Minsk is to be 
revised, any changes or additions to it can 
only be made by negotiation between Kyiv 
and the Donetsk and Luhansk people’s 
republics; whether in the Minsk Contact 
Group or outside it” (Interfax, December 
13, 2019). This is fully in line with 
Moscow’s insistence that Kyiv must settle 
the “conflict in Ukraine” by negotiation 
with Donetsk-Luhansk, thereby recogniz-
ing the latter, with Russia in the facilitator’s 
role. Kyiv continues to resist this demand 
in any context, including that of hypotheti-
cal revisions to the Minsk agreements.

It is, however, indisputable that any revi-
sions would require quadripartite agree-
ment in the Normandy format, meaning in 
the first place a negotiation between Kyiv 
and Moscow. According to Ukraine’s 
Foreign Affairs Minister Vadym Prystaiko, 
Kyiv could show some flexibility, accepting 
“elections” in the Donetsk-Luhansk territo-
ry, in return for Moscow revising the Minsk 
agreements so as to allow some form of 
Ukrainian or international control of the 
Ukraine-Russia border in that territory 
(Ukrinform, December 23, 2019). 
Moscow’s sequence means: “hold elections 
first, regain border control after that.” 
Kyiv’s suggestion via Mr. Prystaiko would 
not reverse that sequence but would syn-
chronize the two issues.

Chancellor Merkel had suggested during 
the Normandy summit that a degree of 
“elasticity” was inherent in the Minsk 
agreements. That remark, unprecedented 
at the public level, seemed to respond to 
President Zelenskyy’s pleas in the conclave 
to revise those five-year-old documents. 
But Ms. Merkel has not repeated her sug-
gestion thus far. When she visited with Mr. 

Normandy process developing
against Ukraine’s interests
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Putin has declared war, but just against Ukraine, with his proposed constitutional changes
by Halya Coynash

Kharkiv Human Rights  
Protection Group

Russian President Vladimir Putin has 
added Zakhar Prylepin, Russian writer and 
Donbas fighter to the so-called working 
group for the constitutional amendments 
he announced on January 15. Mr. Prylepin’s 
inclusion is a grave affront to all Ukrainians, 
however, the changes Mr. Putin is planning 
are likely to have even more serious ramifi-
cations for Ukraine. 

While well-known Ukrainian journalist 
Vitaly Portnikov is doubtless correct in say-
ing that Mr. Putin’s plans are akin to a dec-
laration of war against Ukraine, they are 
also an assault on international law and, 
therefore, a challenge to the European 
structures and leaders who are increasingly 
seeking “dialogue” with Russia.

Most Western commentators have 
viewed the announced changes in terms of 
the role Mr. Putin is likely carving out for 
himself after his fourth official presidential 
term ends in 2024. Since nobody imagined 
he planned to relinquish power, how he 
retains it may prove less momentous than 
the fundamental shift in Russia’s position 

that he declared.
Mr. Putin is proposing to guarantee in 

Russia’s Constitution the priority of that 
document “in our legal realm.” He 
explained: “This means that the require-
ments of international legislation and 
agreements, as well as the decisions of 
international bodies can function on 
Russian territory only in that part which 
does not result in restrictions of human 
and civil rights and liberties, and does not 
contradict our Constitution.”

Mr. Putin began moving in this direction 
back in 2015 when a law was passed allow-
ing Russia to flout the European Court of 
Human Rights by claiming that its judge-
ments are in violation of Russia’s 
Constitution. In November 2016, literally 
the day after the International Criminal 
Court’s Office of the Prosecutor recognized 
Russia’s occupation of Crimea as an “inter-
national armed conflict,” Mr. Putin 
announced that Russia would not be join-
ing the International Criminal Court. 

International media widely reported 
that Russia was leaving the ICC, which was 
not strictly correct. Since Russia had never 
ratified the Rome Statute and was not, 
therefore, a member, he could only petu-

lantly say they didn’t want to join. In 
October 2019 he did, however, revoke an 
additional Protocol to the Geneva 
Convention on the protection of victims of 
international armed conflict which Russia’s 
Soviet predecessors had ratified. 

Russia may have become accustomed to 
flouting international commitments with 
relative impunity, however, liability for war 
crimes, crimes against humanity, etc., can-
not be removed by simply declaring with-
drawal from or unwillingness to ratify 
international agreements. Russia can refuse 
to cooperate as much as it likes with an ICC 
investigation, however, any individuals sus-
pected of involvement in war crimes could 
still end up before the court.

Until now, Russia’s outrageous opt-out 
clause when it didn’t wish to comply with a 
European Court of Human Rights (ECHR) 
judgement has been used very infrequently. 
This, however, will almost certainly change 
after the new constitutional amendments 
that Mr. Putin is proposing. 

As Mr. Portnikov points out in his com-
mentary, Mr. Putin will ensure that Russia’s 
illegal annexation of Crimea is firmly set 
down in this revised Constitution, with this 
also binding the hands of Mr. Putin’s suc-

cessors. Thus, Mr. Portnikov says, Russia’s 
President has “programmed the conflict 
between Russia and Ukraine for years or 
decades, even after he renounces power. 
This conflict will now be strengthened not 
only by the military, economic and political 
scope of the Russian regime, but fixed in 
Russia’s legal field, in its Constitution.”

Mr. Portnikov goes on to suggest that 
these changes “will allow the Kremlin to 
prepare for new conflicts and seizures and 
no longer fear either international condem-
nation or Ukrainian suits.”

In relation to individual applications to 
the European Court of Human Rights, this 
is probably true. The court, after all, cannot 
recognize Crimea as anything but 
Ukrainian territory, and Russia will there-
fore claim that its judgements breach its 
Constitution, even if the latter was passed 
in full awareness that it was violating inter-
national law and international agreements.

With other international bodies, the situ-
ation hopefully will not be as simple as Mr. 
Putin is assuming, and not only because a 
country cannot so easily shrug off charges 
of war crimes, etc. Mr. Putin may be declar-

 NEWS ANALYSIS

U.S. delegation to OSCE speaks on Russian violations of international law
Following is the text of a statement on 

“Ongoing Violations of International Law 
and Defiance of OSCE Principles and 
Commitments by the Russian Federation in 
Ukraine,” as delivered by Ambassador James 
S. Gilmore III on January 16 in Vienna to the 
Permanent Council of the Organization for 
Security and Cooperation in Europe.

We welcomed the news of the December 
29 prisoner exchange, which included the 
return of captives from Russia-controlled 
Donbas, as agreed at the December 9 
Normandy format summit. In particular, we 
were relieved to see the release of Stanislav 
Aseyev and Oleh Halaziuk, two contributors 
to Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty whose 
names we have mentioned frequently here 
at the Permanent Council. They were impris-
oned for years in retaliation for their report-
ing about everyday life in the territories 
controlled by Russia-led forces. However, 
there remain several hundred Ukrainians 
detained by Russia and its proxies in east-
ern Ukraine, and many more Ukrainian 
political prisoners held in Crimea and 
Russia. We call for their immediate release. 

We call on Russia to follow through on 
all the goals articulated at the December 9 
Normandy summit in Paris, especially for a 
full and comprehensive implementation of 
the ceasefire, which is the most pressing 
need for stabilizing the situation in the con-
flict area. Ukraine permits unfettered 
access to monitors. We call on Moscow and 
its proxies to do the same. We also urge 
Russia to end its destabilizing practice of 
expediting the issuance of Russian pass-
ports to residents of eastern Ukraine. These 
actions undermine Ukraine’s sovereignty 
and work against diplomatic efforts to 
build confidence and foster the reintegra-
tion of these communities into Ukraine. 

We call upon Russia to abide by the 
Helsinki Final Act principles and the Minsk 
agreements and to reciprocate the good 
faith displayed by President [Volodymyr] 
Zelenskyy’s administration. To end this 

conflict in 2020, both sides must be fully 
committed to the implementation of a last-
ing and permanent ceasefire, which is pred-
icated upon the withdrawal of Russian forc-
es and matériel from sovereign Ukrainian 
territory. 

We must anticipate the impact of estab-
lishing additional disengagement zones on 
the operations of the Special Monitoring 
Mission. The SMM constitutes our eyes and 
ears, and the world’s eyes and ears on the 
ground in eastern Ukraine, and providing 
for its needs should be a priority for all del-
egations here. The United States has 
already paid both its assessed and very 
generous voluntary contributions. We have 
already done that. The United States calls 
on all participating states, including Russia, 
to meet our shared commitment to ensure 
adequate funding for the SMM and to 
remain open to further requests by the 
chief monitor to address new requirements 
that additional disengagement sites and 
crossing points will present. 

It is of utmost importance that we collec-
tively prioritize the safety and security of 
the monitors. I urge that we maximize the 
potential of existing and planned techno-

logical assets to conduct nighttime moni-
toring of the conflict zone, as nighttime foot 
patrols currently pose a great risk to moni-
tors’ physical safety. 

The United States calls for the reinstate-
ment of Ukrainian control of its interna-
tional border with Russia. Free and fair 
elections should take place under 
Ukrainian control and in a secure environ-
ment, with Russia-led forces and illegal 
armed formations withdrawn from 
Ukraine’s territory. However, OSCE observ-
ers document an unrestricted flow of train 
cars, trucks and military vehicles every day 
crossing from Russia into Russia-controlled 
territory in eastern Ukraine. This 
unchecked flow of personnel and matériel 
is a direct challenge to efforts to prepare for 
free and fair local elections in the Donbas. 

The situation in eastern Ukraine 
remains unpredictable and dangerous, as 
illustrated by recent SMM reports. In the 
last two weeks, mission reports have docu-
mented a number of civilian casualties, 
including a civilian killed in December. 
Harassment of the mission persists, as 
Russian proxies restrict the movements of 
the monitors. The SMM also reported sev-

eral instances of jamming or small arms 
fire directed at the Mission’s UAVs. The 
United States again calls on Russia to direct 
its proxies to cease their harassment of the 
Special Monitoring Mission, as required by 
Moscow’s commitments under the Minsk 
agreements. We urge both sides to refrain 
from any attempt to interfere with or dam-
age the mission’s valuable UAV assets, pur-
chased by the taxpayers of the participating 
states of this Permanent Council. 

The United States remains concerned 
over the continued abuses in occupied 
Crimea. In their December quarterly 
report, the U.N. human rights monitoring 
mission in Ukraine interviewed several 
high-profile Crimean former prisoners who 
had returned to Ukraine as part of the 
September prisoner exchange with Russia. 

These men recounted horrifying abuses 
that included electroshocks, threats of sexu-
al violence, suffocation and beatings. We 
fear that the dozens of remaining Ukrainian 
political prisoners that Russia holds may be 
experiencing the same severe mistreatment. 
We call on Russia to release them and 
return them to their homes and families.

We are concerned that Russian occupa-
tion authorities recently extended through 
February the detention of Ukrainian activ-
ist Oleh Prykhodko, who is facing so-called 
“terrorism” charges in retaliation for peace-
fully exercising his right to free expression 
in protest of Russia’s occupation. 

Mr. Chair, the United States fully sup-
ports Ukraine’s sovereignty, independence, 
and territorial integrity within its interna-
tionally recognized borders, including its 
territorial waters. We do not, nor will we 
ever, recognize Russia’s purported annexa-
tion of Crimea. We join our European and 
other partners in affirming that our Minsk-
related sanctions against Russia will 
remain in place until Russia fully imple-
ments its Minsk commitments. The sepa-
rate, Crimea-related sanctions will remain 
in place until Russia returns full control of 
the peninsula to Ukraine. 

 FOR THE RECORD

U.S. Permanent Representative to the OSCE, Ambassador James S. Gilmore III, speaks 
on Russian mistreatment of Ukrainian prisoners at the OSCE on January 16, 2019.

USOSCE/Gower

(Continued on page 23)
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Seen in the photo above, taken in October 1997, are the employees of the Ukrainian 
National Association and its two newspapers, Svoboda and The Ukrainian Weekly, 
in their first group photo taken in Parsippany, N.J., after the UNA and its subsidiaries 
had moved from Jersey City, N.J., about 30 miles to the east of the new venue. The 
old UNA headquarters, a 15-story office building located at 30 Montgomery Street 
was sold on August 14. The closing on the two-story Parsippany building took place 
on August 28, and the move to the site of the new Home Office took place over the 

Columbus Day weekend October 10-13. The new headquarters of the UNA was 
blessed on Sunday, November 9. A new sign identifying the building as the Ukrainian 
National Association Corporate Headquarters was erected on December 9.

A photo archive of UNA history has been launched on the UNA website. It is a work in 
progress that will be expanded and refined. To take a look, go to unainc.org/una/the-una-is-
125-years-old/.
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UNA CELEBRATES 125 YEARS: A snapshot from history, 1997

Young UNA’ers

Ella Victoria Kirkman, 
daughter of Natalia 
Kaczaraj and Barry 
Kirkman of Seattle,
is a new member of 
UNA Branch 25.
She was enrolled 
by her grandparents 
Swiatoslawa and 
Stefan Kaczaraj, and 
her great-grandmother 
Irene Zyla.

Yustyna Shevchuk, 
daughter of Vasyl and 
Nadia Shevchuk of 
Bordentown, N.J., 
is a new member of 
UNA Branch 501. 
She was enrolled by
her grandmother 
Lyubov Pasynkova.

Olena Solomiya Pylyp, 
daughter of Tania 
and George Pylyp of 
Wellesley, Mass., is a 
new member of UNA 
Branch 42. 
She was enrolled 
by her grandmother 
Nina Wedmid.

Adalyn Kataryna 
Kushnir, 
daughter of Jason 
Kushnir and Stephania 
Fedorijczuk-Kushnir 
of Easton, Conn., is a 
new member of UNA 
Branch 162. 
She was enrolled by 
her grandparents 
George and Jolanta 
Fedorijczuk and her 
maternal great-grand-
mother Catherine 
Jankowski.

Roma Hadzewycz
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by Paul Goble

In an important new article, Moscow 
analyst Andrey Illarionov documents the 
ways in which Vladimir Putin has distorted 
the historical record and manipulated 
sources to present a false and tendentious 
picture of the role of Poland at the begin-
ning of World War II, even suggesting that 
Poland shares responsibility for that con-
flict with Hitler.

No one who reads Mr. Illarionov’s study 
will ever accept Mr. Putin’s argument. It is a 
tissue of false and self-serving lies (echo.
msk.ru/blog/aillar/2562255-echo/). But, 
given the Kremlin leader’s loose connection 
with the truth, that may not surprise any-
one.  However, the economist ends his arti-
cle with a question that he doesn’t answer 
but that deserves attention.

That question is “Why?” – both why is 
Mr. Putin doing this now and why does he 
hate Poland so much.  There are at least five 
obvious answers that deserve to be noted.

First, whenever he or Russia is criticized, 
as both have been for their defense of the 
Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact, Mr. Putin’s 
response is to try to change the subject 
either by using force or, when that isn’t pos-
sible, changing the subject with another bout 
of “what-about-ism” propaganda. Where 
there are facts, he will use them; where 
there aren’t, as here, he will invent and lie.

Second, Mr. Putin like many Russians has 
long been obsessed with Poland as a threat, 
not only as a power which occupied 
Moscow at the start of the 17th century 
and organized anti-Russian movements 

since that time, but also as a Catholic coun-
try and thus a cat’s paw of the West against 
Orthodox Russia.  

Third, Mr. Putin has complete confidence 
that once he enters this ideological fray, the 
Western media will do much of his work 
for him, presenting his argument as one 
among many and thus giving it credibility it 
doesn’t deserve. The “on the one hand, on 
the other hand” approach of balanced jour-
nalism doesn’t work when one of the par-
ties is openly lying.

Fourth, Mr. Putin knows that many in the 
West accept his notions concerning Polish 
anti-Semitism. It isn’t that it doesn’t exist, 
but it is not the overwhelming force that he 
depicts. After all, many Western authors 
refer to “Polish death camps” when in fact 
they are talking about “German death 
camps on occupied Polish territory.”

And fifth, Mr. Putin, like many realpolitik 
leaders, believes that the great powers 
should and can make all the decisions and 
that smaller powers, especially those 
between Russia and Germany, are invari-
ably the source of problems rather than the 
source of solutions. For him and them, 
blaming Poland for World War II may not 
seem an absurd case of blaming the victim, 
which it is.

There are other reasons as well – includ-
ing distracting Russians from the Kremlin’s 
failure to improve the economy. But per-
haps behind all of them is this: in the new 
round-the-clock news environment, people 
will regrettably soon move to other Putin 
lies and ignore this one, failing to connect 
the dots or ever hold him accountable.

Five reasons Putin lies about Poland
in the run-up to World War II

WINDOW ON EURASIA

Dear Editor:
Dr. Myron Kuropas wrote in his recent 

column (January 19) that my daughter 
Alexandra Chalupa allegedly worked with 
the Ukrainian Embassy to obtain “dirt” on 
Donald Trump. That is the line that Fox, 
especially Sean Hannity, had been feeding 
its viewers. In fact, Alexandra did not work 
with the Embassy of Ukraine to get dirt on 
Mr. Trump. (Ask yourself: What dirt could 
the Embassy possibly have on Mr. Trump?) 
This is a false narrative that has been prop-
agated by Kremlin trolls and amplified by 
the far right wing. 

She did raise alarms about Paul Manafort 
and his pro-Russian work, and shared this 
information with both Democrats and 
Republicans, as well as the FBI. In fact, she 
first started raising warnings about Mr. 
Manafort as early as 2014, noting the dan-
ger he posed to U.S. national security while 
she volunteered her time promoting 
Ukrainian matters in the Obama adminis-
tration. 

So please, do not spread false allegations 
about a courageous and patriotic Ukrainian 

American. When the truth ultimately 
comes out, she will be hailed as a hero by 
Democrats and Republicans as well as all 
Ukrainians.

Dr. Leo M. Chalupa
Washington

Response to Kuropas
re Alexandra Chalupa

 LETTER TO THE EDITOR

GUIDELINES FOR LETTERS 
TO THE EDITOR

The Ukrainian Weekly welcomes letters 
to the editor and commentaries on a vari-
ety of topics of concern to the Ukrainian 
American and Ukrainian Canadian com-
munities. Opinions expressed by colum-
nists, commentators and letter-writers are 
their own and do not necessarily reflect 
the opinions of either The Weekly edito-
rial staff or its publisher, the Ukrainian 
National Association.

Letters must be signed (anonymous let-
ters are not published). The daytime phone 
number and complete mailing address of 
the letter-writer must be given for verifica-
tion purposes. 

Please note: The length of letters cannot 
exceed 500 words. Letters may be edit-
ed or abridged. Letters should be sent to  
staff@ukrweekly.com or to The Ukrainian 
Weekly, 2200 Route 10, P.O. Box 280, 
Parsippany, NJ 07054.

While “Iran must take full responsibili-
ty,” for downing the Ukraine International 
Airlines (UIA) flight (PS752) that was 
brought down by two Russian-made mis-
siles fired as it took off from Tehran airport 
on January 8, Canadian Prime Minister 
Justin Trudeau says the escalation of ten-
sions brought about by U.S. actions is also 
partly to blame.

“I think if there were no tensions, if 
there was no escalation recently in the 
region, those Canadians would be right 
now home with their families,” Mr. Trudeau 
said in an interview with Canada’s Global 
television, on January 13. He added that the 
international community has been “very, 
very clear about needing to have a non-
nuclear Iran” but also in “managing the ten-
sions in the region that are brought about 
by U.S. actions as well.”

Of the 176 people who died in that 
crash, 138 were connecting in Kyiv to 
Toronto. Of these, 57 were Canadian citi-
zens. Many of the other 81 were Iranian 
students studying in Canadian universities, 
or Iranians who had permanent residency 
status in Canada, but had not yet obtained 
citizenship. This was quickly dubbed as the 
greatest Canadian air disaster since the 
1985 Air India bombing on a flight from 
Toronto to London in which 329 people, 
most of them Canadians, died.

A few days earlier, CBC senior reporter 
Katie Simpson stated that the tragedy was 
an “unintended consequence of a decision 
made by the U.S. president.”

Meanwhile, in the United States, some 
Democrats also blamed Mr. Trump. Rep. 
Jackie Speier (D-Calif.) told CNN’s Wolf 
Blitzer: “This is yet another example of col-
lateral damage from the actions that have 
been taken in a provocative way by the 
president of the United States.”

“Innocent civilians are now dead 
because they were caught in the middle of 
an unnecessary and unwanted military tit 
for tat,” tweeted Pete Buttigieg, one of the 
candidates for the Democratic presidential 
nomination. “My thoughts are with the 
families and loved ones of all 176 souls lost 
aboard this flight.”

So, is Mr. Trump at least partially 
responsible?

First of all, full blame lies with the 
Iranian authorities. Even if the shootdown 
of a civilian plane was unintentional, it still 
remains a clear case of criminal negligence. 

If the Iranians were concerned about 
U.S. responses to their missile attacks on 
U.S. bases in Iraq four hours earlier, then 
they should have shut down the air space 
around Tehran airport. Period. Yet they 
gave the green light for the Ukrainian plane 
to take off as they did for numerous other 
planes in the area. The Ukrainian plane was 
following the exact flight path it was told to 
follow by Iranian air traffic controllers. 
Several other civilian planes were in the air 
at the same time. 

This was also a case of fatal lack of com-
munication between the civilian and mili-
tary authorities. Even if the Russian-made 
TOR anti-aircraft missile was on automatic, 
as opposed to manual control, there is no 
way it should ever have been fired. 

Having admitted responsibility, Iran is 
now legally and morally responsible for 
paying compensation to the families of the 
victims and allowing for a clear and trans-
parent investigation.

But then, the circumstances that led to 
the shootdown are a result of Mr. Trump’s 

idiosyncratic, incoherent and reckless 
approach to foreign policy. There is no ques-
tion that Gen. Qassem Soleimani, head of 
the Iranian Quds Force, was responsible for 
many of the most sophisticated IED’s 
(improvised explosive devices) that killed at 
least 600 Americans during the conflict in 
Iraq. As well, he was responsible for plan-
ning, coordinating and supporting a range 
of malign activity in the region. But assassi-
nating such a high-standing foreign leader 
is bound to have serious consequences. The 
White House, however, has not provided 
any evidence to support the claim that he 
was out to attack four U.S. Embassies. 
What’s more, both American allies and the 
U.S. Congress should have been consulted 
prior to the attack. None of them were.

Furthermore, the current escalation of 
conflicts between Iran and the United States 
ultimately stem from Mr. Trump’s uniliteral 
decision in 2018 to withdraw from the Joint 
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA), also 
known as the “Iran nuclear deal” or the 
“Iran deal,” under which sanctions were 
lifted in return for Iran agreeing to elimi-
nate its stockpile of medium-enriched ura-
nium, cut its stockpile of low-enriched ura-
nium by 98 percent, and reduce by about 
two-thirds the number of its gas centrifug-
es for 13 years. To monitor and verify Iran’s 
compliance with the agreement, the Inter-
national Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) was 
granted regular access to all Iranian nucle-
ar facilities.

Although imperfect, the deal neverthe-
less succeeding in achieving its wide-rang-
ing objective, which was to curtail Iran’s 
nuclear weapons program. The European 
Union, the United Kingdom, Canada, Japan, 
Australia and many other countries wanted 
to maintain the agreement. As of February 
2019, the IAEA certified that Iran was still 
abiding by the JCPOA of 2015, but that soon 
changed. Many suspect Mr. Trump’s ratio-
nale in withdrawing from the agreement 
was that it was former President Barack 
Obama’s agreement – not his. This is simi-
lar to his approach to all kinds of other 
deals – NAFTA for one. Mr. Trump feels that 
any deal signed by any previous president 
is no good – only his matter.

This is policy driven by ego – not reason. 
Perhaps the best example of Mr. Trump 
putting his personal interests ahead of 
national interest in foreign policy was his 
attempt to block military aid to Ukraine, 
which is struggling to contain Russian 
aggression, unless President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy agreed to give him some dirt on 
Joe Biden. Can you imagine Franklin 
Delano Roosevelt telling Sir Winston 
Churchill in 1940 that he would block lend-
lease unless the United Kingdom conduct-
ed an investigation of his Republican oppo-
nent Wendell Willkie?

Let me be clear: there is no excuse for 
Iran’s shootdown of the Ukrainian airliner, 
and that country must bear full responsibil-
ity for this tragedy. But, on the other hand, 
U.S. foreign policy must be based upon rea-
son and consultation with its allies, and 
consultation between both the executive 
and legislative branches of government as 
the founding fathers intended and as has 
been the norm prior to Mr. Trump. It is an 
approach that has proven successful in the 
past and by all rights should be continued in 
the present and the future.

Who bears responsibility for PS752?

  Want to keep up to date on developments in Ukraine?

The Ukrainian Weekly 
on Facebook 

to read the latest!LIKE Marco Levytsky may be contacted at 
ukrnews@shaw.ca.

by Marco Levytsky
AND WIDE

FROM FAR
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Unusual. That’s certainly a word that can be used to 
describe 2019 in terms of U.S.-Ukraine relations, as 
Ukraine unwittingly found itself in the middle of 

the U.S. impeachment process. At the same time, Ukraine 
continued to enjoy the support of the United States, espe-
cially in the U.S. Congress, where the support was strong 
and bipartisan.

At the beginning of the year, on January 15, Rep. Mike 
Quigley (D- Ill.) was appointed to serve as co-chair of the 
bipartisan Congressional Ukraine Caucus, joining fellow 
Co-Chairs Marcy Kaptur (D-Ohio), Andy Harris (R-Md.) 
and Brian Fitzpatrick (R-Pa.). Rep. Quigley said on January 
15: “Through several visits to Ukraine, my position on the 
House Intelligence and Appropriations Committees, and 
my representation of a prominent and active Ukrainian 
American community, I’ve seen firsthand the importance 
of a strong U.S.-Ukraine relationship. I look forward to 
working with fellow Co-Chairs Kaptur, Harris and 
Fitzpatrick in our shared mission to fortify Ukrainian sov-
ereignty and democracy.” Founded in 1997, the mission of 
the Congressional Ukraine Caucus is to organize an associ-
ation of members of Congress who share a common con-
cern for building stronger bilateral relations between 
Ukraine and the United States. 

While on a tour of Central Europe in February, U.S. 
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo warned that Russian 
President Vladimir Putin poses a threat to democracies 
worldwide. Speaking in Bratislava on February 12, he said 
Slovakia’s experience under Soviet domination gives it “a 
special appreciation for the aggressive role Russia contin-
ues to play in the region,” adding, “We see this now very 
clearly in Ukraine, where Russia’s illegal annexation con-
tinues and its war in the east is at almost the five-year 
mark.” 

On February 27, Secretary Pompeo issued a statement 
headlined “Crimea is Ukraine,” which underscored: “The 
United States reiterates its unwavering position: Crimea is 
Ukraine and must be returned to Ukraine’s control.” The 
statement referred to the Crimea Declaration of July 25, 
2018, in which the U.S. underscored its refusal to recog-
nize the Kremlin’s claims of sovereignty over Crimea. 
“Russian occupation authorities have engaged in an array 
of abuses in a campaign to eliminate all opposition to its 
control over Crimea. As part of this campaign, Russia has 
arbitrarily detained and wrongfully convicted individuals 
for peaceful opposition to the occupation, and in some 
cases has forcibly transferred these individuals from occu-
pied Crimea to Russia,” the secretary of state said. “The 
United States will maintain respective sanctions against 
Russia until the Russian government returns control of 
Crimea to Ukraine and fully implements the Minsk agree-
ments. The United States reiterates its unbending support 
for Ukraine’s sovereignty and territorial integrity, within 
its internationally recognized borders, including its terri-
torial waters.”

In Vienna, where the Permanent Council of the 
Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe 

(OSCE) is based, the U.S. delegation made strong state-
ments about Russia’s war on Ukraine throughout the year. 
For example, on February 7, Chargé d’Affaires ad interim 
Harry Kamian stated: “Colleagues, if we are ever to have a 
lasting ceasefire in this conflict, which Russia manufac-
tured and continues to stoke, Russia’s forces must start 
with the agreed-upon steps of ceasing hostilities. They 
must withdraw weapons and place them in storage sites, 
as stipulated in the Minsk agreements. Let us not fall into 
the trap of moral equivalency here. It is not up to Ukraine 
to withdraw its forces from its own lands. On the contrary, 
Russia must command the forces it arms, leads, trains and 
fights alongside to take the initial steps to implement a 
true and lasting ceasefire, to disengage from the line of 
contact, and to withdraw their formations and weapon 
systems from the sovereign territory of Ukraine.” 

On February 8, the Ukrainian Congress Committee of 
America (UCCA) and its Washington public affairs bureau, 
the Ukrainian National Information Service (UNIS), spon-
sored a mini-conference and congressional briefing ses-
sion to commemorate the fifth anniversary of the 
Revolution of Dignity and the Heavenly Hundred heroes. 
The half-day event was in the Cannon House Office 
Building and was attended by members of Congress, guest 
speakers, panelists, clergy, congressional staffers and 
community representatives. The event’s main focus was 
the keynote addresses delivered by Valeriy Chaly, 
Ukraine’s ambassador to the United States; and Carl 
Gershman, president of the National Endowment for 
Democracy (NED), who spoke about the historical value of 
the Revolution of Dignity and its significance to the 

advancement of Ukrainian statehood. 
There were also panel discussions, as 
well as remarks by several members of 
Congress, including Reps. Harris and 
Fitzpatrick of the Congressional 
Ukraine Caucus (CUC), and Rep. 
Brendan Boyle (D-Pa.). George Kent, 
deputy assistant secretary in the 
European and Eurasian Bureau at the 
U.S. Department of State, provided a 
balanced assessment of the Revolution 
of Dignity and the West’s support of 
Ukraine since the revolution.

Since 2019 was an election year for 
Ukraine, the Transatlantic Task Force 
on Elections and Civil Society in 
Ukraine held an international video-
conference on February 14, featuring 
speakers in Washington, Kyiv, Brussels 
and Ottawa, to focus on the issue of 
much-needed reforms in Ukraine and 

what was attainable and realistic even 
during an election year. Among the par-
ticipants were representatives of the 
U.S.-Ukraine Foundation, the German 
Marshall Fund, the Democracy and Civil 

Society Task Force of the Friends of Ukraine Network, the 
Ukraine Support Group of the European Commission, the 
Reanimation Package of Reforms, Transparency 
International Ukraine and officials from Canada.

Reiterating U.S. support for Ukraine, Pamela Tremont, 
the deputy chief of mission of the U.S. Embassy in Kyiv, 
said: “We want Ukraine to be strong, we want it to be able 
to defend its territorial integrity and we want a partner in 
this part of the world… The U.S. is deeply committed to 
Ukraine and will remain so, and we are constantly explor-
ing new avenues of pushing back on Russian aggression.” 
She also noted the many reforms that Kyiv had undertak-
en: “They’ve passed anti-corruption court legislation, a 
law on national security, a currency law, a state bank gov-
ernance law, privatization reform, pension reform, health-
care reform, education reform, new justices have been 
appointed to the Supreme Court, Privat Bank reform, 
automatic VAT (Value-Added Tax) registry and refund sys-
tem have been created, business pressure relief law and, 
of course, decentralization. That’s a lot to accomplish and 
a lot to implement.” 

Back in Ukraine, U.S. Ambassador Marie Yovanovitch on 
March 5 delivered a major speech at the Ukrainian Crisis 
Media Center on the topic of fighting corruption. Though 
she cited progress in that battle, she also pointed out: “It is 
increasingly clear that Ukraine’s once-in-a-generation 
opportunity for change, for which such a high price was 
paid five years ago on the Maidan, has not yet resulted in 
the anti-corruption or rule of law reforms that Ukrainians 
expect or deserve. But, you know, the fight is not over, 
even after the tangible progress since the Revolution of 
Dignity.” The U.S. envoy went on to state that, “To ensure 
the integrity of anti-corruption institutions, the Special 
Anti-Corruption Prosecutor must be replaced. Nobody 
who has been recorded coaching suspects on how to avoid 
corruption charges can be trusted to prosecute those very 
same cases. Those responsible for corruption should be 
investigated, prosecuted and, if guilty, go to jail. And in 
order for that to happen, all of the elements of the anti-
corruption architecture must be in place and must be 
working effectively.”

Ukraine’s presidential election – both the first round on 
March 31 and the runoff on April 21 – was monitored by 
such entities as the National Democratic Institute and the 
International Republican Institute. 

After the first round of the election on March 31, NDI 
said the election was “competitive and credible.” Former 
U.S. Ambassador to Ukraine William Taylor, who co-led 
the delegation, commented: “For the second time since 
the Revolution of Dignity, despite ongoing Russian aggres-
sion, Ukraine held an election that broadly reflects the will 
of voters and meets key international standards,” but he 
added that “many important opportunities to protect the 
credibility of the electoral process should be addressed 
ahead of the second round.” The NDI noted, among other 
things, that “candidates should refrain from conducting 
negative campaigns and disseminating disinformation”; 

 2019: THE YEAR IN REVIEW

Rep. Bill Pascrell (D-N.J.) was spotted on February 5, during the presi-
dent’s State of the Union address with a Ukrainian flag. On Facebook, the 
congressman posted the photo above with the following text: “While 
Donald Trump’s speech mentioned Russia, I was proud to wear a 
Ukrainian flag in solidarity with our ally and friend as Ukraine’s people 

continue to stand against Russian aggression.”

Presidents Volodymyr Zelenskyy and Donald Trump at their joint press briefing on September 25 in New York on 
the sidelines of the 74th session of the United Nations General Assembly.

Presidential Office of Ukraine

U.S.-Ukraine relations:
Both pluses and minuses
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“technology companies should evaluate the role their plat-
forms played in these elections”; and “government bodies 
and election management bodies should increase efforts 
to monitor, prevent and sanction the misuse of adminis-
trative resources.” 

The IRI noted “a transparent and smooth voting pro-
cess with Ukraine’s citizens demonstrating a strong com-
mitment to democracy” and said “there were a few 
instances of minor procedural violations.” It added that 
“Ukraine was unable to administer elections throughout 
the country due to the illegal annexation of Crimea by the 
Russian Federation as well as ongoing hostilities in the 
eastern regions of the Donbas.” IRI President Dr. Daniel 
Twining explained: “Kremlin aggression is effectively dis-
enfranchising 16 percent of Ukraine’s electorate – the 12 
percent who live in Ukrainian territory forcibly occupied 
by Russia and the 4 percent who are internally displaced 
because of the conflict.” 

As the presidential election’s runoff in Ukraine drew 
nearer, the Transatlantic Task Force on Elections and Civil 
Society in Ukraine on April 9 held an international tele-
conference devoted to the results of the first round, prais-
ing the positive conduct of the election. The major concern 
was that voters knew precious little about the front-run-
ner’s views. Indeed, it was pointed out that the voting 
public was unable to obtain details directly from Mr. 
Zelensky about his specific policy prescriptions and posi-
tions on many important domestic, international and 
security issues. Participants encouraged Mr. Zelenskyy 
and incumbent Petro Poroshenko to take part in a debate 
on public TV, as foreseen by Ukrainian legislation. This 
was another in a series of international teleconferences of 
the Transatlantic Task Force on Elections and Civil Society 
in Ukraine, organized by the Friends of Ukraine Network 
(FOUN) Democracy and Civil Society Task Force in 
Washington, the German Marshall Fund, the U.S.-Ukraine 
Foundation, the Reanimation Package of Reforms and the 
Ukraine Crisis Media Center (the event venue in Kyiv). 

After Mr. Zelenskyy won the runoff in the presidential 
election on April 21, the U.S. offered its congratulations. A 
press statement by U.S. State Department spokesperson 
Morgan Ortagus on April 22 read: “The United States con-
gratulates President-elect Volodymyr Zelenskyy on his 
victory in the Ukrainian presidential elections. We also 
congratulate the Ukrainian people on holding elections 
that reflect Ukraine’s vibrant democracy five years after 
the 2014 Revolution of Dignity and after five years of 
unrelenting Russian aggression. The elections were peace-
ful, competitive, and the outcome represented the will of 
the people. …We look forward to working with President-
elect Volodymyr Zelenskyy to advance our two nations’ 
shared goal of a secure, prosperous, democratic and free 
Ukraine.”

Then, in early May, came unexpected news: 
Ambassador Yovanovitch was abruptly recalled from her 
post. A State Department spokesperson said on May 6 that 
this was in accordance with a “three-year diplomatic 
assignment in Kyiv in 2019 as planned” and that “her con-
firmed departure date in May aligned with the presiden-
tial transition in Ukraine.” Others saw something sinister 
at work. Rep. Eliot l. Engel (D-N.Y.), chairman of the House 
Committee on Foreign Affairs, and Rep. Steny Hoyer 
(D-Md.), House majority leader, issued a statement on May 
7 in response to the news of Ambassador Yovanovitch’s 

departure, alleging a “political hit job.” They claimed that 
“allies of President Trump had joined foreign actors in lob-
bying for the ambassador’s dismissal.” The congressmen 
wrote: “By recalling Ambassador Yovanovitch just mere 
months before her tenure in Ukraine was set to end, the 
administration is harming American interests and under-
mining American diplomacy. We call on the administra-
tion to reverse this decision immediately. In this period of 
transition, Ukraine needs gifted professionals like 
Ambassador Yovanovitch more than ever.” In private let-
ters to Secretary of State Pompeo, the congressmen urged 
him to issue a statement of support for Ambassador 
Yovanovitch. At the same time, the State Department 
denied an explosive claim by Ukrainian Prosecutor 
General Yuriy Lutsenko that Ambassador Yovanovitch had 
given him “a list of people whom we should not prose-
cute” during their first in-person meeting. “The allegations 
by the Ukrainian prosecutor general are not true and 
intended to tarnish the reputation of Ambassador 
Yovanovitch,” the State Department said.

On May 28, while speaking about the prospects for 
Ukraine’s future under its newly inaugurated president, 
Ambassador Kurt Volker, U.S. special representative for 
Ukraine negotiations, called Russian activity in eastern 
Ukraine an “occupation” and called for implementation of 
the Minsk accords of 2015 aimed at ending the war. He 
said the Russians had made it clear “that they did not see 
an opportunity for productive discussions during the 
course of the presidential campaign,” adding, “We will 
have to see how it stands now, during the course of this 
parliamentary campaign, and when an appropriate time 
would be to meet [with Russian officials] and follow up.” 
He further noted: “We want to make sure that we are put-
ting on the table all of the issues about Minsk implementa-
tion, starting with a ceasefire, withdrawal of foreign forc-
es, the disarming of illegal armed groups and creating a 
situation of security in Donbas so that additional political 
steps that are also part of Minsk can be taken.”

On June 18, Ambassador Volker told the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee during a hearing on Ukraine that he 
had not seen “any indication” from Moscow that it wants to 
end the conflict. The hearing was held after the Pentagon 
announced an additional $250 million in military aid to 
Ukraine. The envoy said Russia isn’t the only threat to the 
stability of Ukraine, pointing out that oligarchs often pull 
the strings behind the scenes and stifle economic develop-
ment. He called on Congress to give President Zelenskyy 
as much support as possible, saying he had a window of 
opportunity to break the oligarch hold. 

Speakers from Washington, Kyiv and Brussels dis-
cussed Ukrainian foreign policy priorities for newly elect-
ed President Zelenskyy during a June 20 telecast orga-
nized by the German Marshall Fund, and supported by 
the U.S.-Ukraine Foundation and the Reanimation 
Package of Reforms. Brad Freden, director of the Office of 
Eastern European Affairs at the U.S. Department of State, 
stated that the U.S. remains committed to a prosperous, 
war-free and united Ukraine. He echoed President 
Donald Trump’s comments about the United States’ 
unwavering support for the country, citing the statistic 
that the U.S. has provided $1.5 billion in support for the 
Ukrainian war effort since 2014. Other speakers repre-
sented the Ukrainian government’s Office for European 
and Euro-Atlantic Integration, the Anti-Corruption Action 

Center (Ukraine) and the European External Action 
Service (Brussels).

On June 25, the United States and Ukraine signed a new 
memorandum of understanding (MOU) on Conventional 
Weapons Stockpile Management. The memorandum set 
out a $4 million U.S. contribution toward construction of 
six explosive storehouses over the next two years for the 
Ukrainian Ministry of Defense. “This project will enhance 
the safety and security of Ukraine’s munitions stockpiles, 
as well as advance Ukraine closer to its goal of meeting 
NATO and international standards for physical security 
and stockpile management,” noted the MOU.

In July, the Congressional Ukraine Caucus yet again 
voiced its support of Ukraine, this time introducing a reso-
lution in the House of Representatives condemning the 
decision of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of 
Europe (PACE) to restore Russia’s voting rights. “The 
Council of Europe’s decision to restore full voting rights to 
Russia and its dictator Vladimir Putin is deeply concern-
ing,” the co-chairs said in a joint statement on July 3. 
“Russia was justifiably expelled from the Council of 
Europe after its malevolent invasion of Ukrainian sover-
eignty in Crimea. Not only have Russian forces remained 
in Crimea, Russia has continued to wage a deadly war in 
the Donbas region of Ukraine, as well as carry out destabi-
lizing disinformation campaigns across the globe under-
mining the world’s democratic institutions. This includes 
Russia’s dangerous naval assault and illegal seizure of 24 
Ukrainian sailors and three vessels in the Kerch Strait, 
which are still in Russian captivity. Russia must not be 
rewarded for its repeated anti-democratic behavior.” 

The Congressional Ukraine Caucus followed up on July 
18 by introducing the SAILORS Act, or the “Stopping 
Aggressive Incursions on Liberty by Ordering Russian 
Sanctions Act,” legislation that would apply sanctions to 
24 senior members of the Russian Security Service and 
their close associates until Russia released the 24 
Ukrainian seamen and three vessels illegally captured 
near the Kerch Strait in the Sea of Azov.

The Senate, too, actively supported Ukraine. On July 17, 
by unanimous consent, it passed Senate Resolution 74, 
“marking the fifth anniversary of Ukraine’s Revolution of 
Dignity by honoring the bravery, determination and sacri-
fice of the people of Ukraine during and since the 
Revolution, and condemning continued Russian aggres-
sion against Ukraine.” Co-sponsored by 20 senators, the 
resolution affirmed the U.S. government’s unwavering 
commitment to supporting the continuing efforts of the 
government of Ukraine to implement democratic and free 
market reforms, restoring Ukraine’s territorial integrity, as 
well as providing additional lethal and non-lethal security 
assistance to strengthen Ukraine’s defense capabilities on 
land, sea and in the air in order to improve deterrence 
against Russian aggression. 

On July 25 there was a telephone conversation between 
the presidents of Ukraine and the United States whose 
ramifications would become clear only later. President 
Trump congratulated his Ukrainian counterpart on his 
parliamentary victory as the leaders discussed the agenda 
of their first tête-à-tête. They discussed “ways to strength-
en the relationship between the United States and 
Ukraine, including energy and economic cooperation,” the 
White House said in a statement. Mr. Zelenskyy’s office 
said in a statement that Mr. Trump voiced confidence that 
the new Ukrainian government could improve the nation’s 
image and complete the investigation of corruption cases 
that have “held back U.S.-Ukrainian cooperation.” No date 
was set for their first meeting, but it was noted that it was 
expected to take place in Washington most likely before 
the end of the summer. 

RFE/RL reported that Ukraine and the United States 
had held high-level talks in preparation for the meeting. 
Ivan Bakanov, first deputy chief of the Security Service of 
Ukraine, presidential assistant Andriy Yermak, and poten-
tial prime minister Oleksandr Danylyuk had traveled to 
Washington for meetings. Kurt Volker, the U.S. special 
envoy to Ukraine, traveled to Kyiv with U.S. Ambassador to 
the European Union Gordon Sondland. During his trip to 
Washington, Mr. Zelenskyy was expected to also meet 
with members of Congress, and the Congressional 
Ukraine Caucus asked House Speaker Nancy Pelosi to 
invite the Ukrainian president to address both chambers.

The following month there was news that Ukraine had 
requested to purchase more Javelin anti-tank missiles 
from the U.S. as Russia’s war on Ukraine continued. 
Ambassador Taylor, who had been tapped as chargé 
d’affaires of the U.S. Embassy in Kyiv, told RFE/RL in an 

Ambassadors Marie Yovanovitch and William Taylor, who both served in Kyiv during 2019, testified during the 
impeachment inquiry in the House of Representatives, respectively, on October 11 and October 22.
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interview that Ukraine would acquire the Javelins from 
the U.S. Defense Department’s Foreign Military Sales pro-
gram for defensive purposes. The ambassador’s com-
ments were the first confirmation of Ukraine’s desire to 
add to its stock of 210 Javelin missiles and 37 launchers 
that the United States provided in April 2018. RFE/RL 
noted: “The purchase request is being considered ahead 
of an expected meeting at the White House between Mr. 
Zelenskyy and President Donald Trump, who has repeat-
edly expressed interest in enhancing relations with 
Russian President Vladimir Putin’s Russia and said less 
about Washington’s alliance with Ukraine.” And still there 
was no information about the expected meeting between 
Presidents Trump and Zelenskyy.

In late August, the news broke that Mr. Trump was con-
sidering blocking military aid to Ukraine, raising objec-
tions from lawmakers of both U.S. political parties. Citing 
senior administration officials, Politico and Reuters 
reported that Mr. Trump had ordered a reassessment of 
the aid program that Kyiv uses to battle Russia-backed 
separatists in eastern Ukraine. The review is “ensure the 
money is being used in the best interest of the United 
States,” Politico said on August 28. “The president has 
made no secret when it comes to foreign assistance that 
U.S. interests abroad should be prioritized and other for-
eign countries should also be paying their fair share,” 
Reuters quoted one official as saying on August 29. RFE/
RL shared this news and noted that the White House did 
not immediately comment on the news media’s reports. 

The reaction in Congress was unequivocal. Sen. Dick 
Durbin (D-Ill.) said that this will put “Ukraine’s long-term 
stability at risk.” Rep. Adam Kinzinger (R-Ill.), a member of 
the House Foreign Affairs Committee, noted: “This is unac-
ceptable. It was wrong when [President Barack] Obama 
failed to stand up to [Russian President Vladimir] Putin in 
Ukraine, and it’s wrong now.” On August 29, Sen. Chuck 
Schumer (D-N.Y.) tweeted: “Get this: In the same week 
that @realDonaldTrump absurdly proposed inviting 
Ukraine-invader Putin back into the G-7, Trump is slow 
walking security assistance to Ukraine. The U.S. must 
stand should to shoulder with Ukraine & strong against 
Putin.” Sen. Robert Menendez (D-N.J.) issued a statement 
in which he underscored: “Enough is enough. President 
Trump should stop worrying about disappointing 
Vladimir Putin and stand up for U.S. national security pri-
orities. We have a responsibility to help Ukraine defend its 
sovereignty and deter Russia from further aggression. The 
administration should stop playing games and immediate-
ly release these funds approved by Congress, which are 
supported by the State Department and Pentagon.”

On September 2, the bipartisan Senate Ukraine Caucus 
– comprising Democrats Jeanne Shaheen, Dick Durbin and 
Richard Blumenthal, and Republicans Rob Portman and 
Ron Johnson – said the aid was “vital to the long-term via-
bility of the Ukrainian military” and pointed out that the 
funding “has helped Ukraine develop the independent 
military capabilities and skills necessary to fend off the 
Kremlin’s continued onslaughts within its territory.” In a 
letter to Office of Management and Budget Director Mick 
Mulvaney, they wrote: “We strongly urge you to direct the 
Department of Defense to obligate these funds immediate-
ly.” 

Our September 8 editorial said this: “At last report, the 
funds were still on hold. Furthermore, if the funds are not 
released by September 30, they will no longer be avail-
able. Thus, we are left wondering: What is the true intent 
of this move by the Trump administration, which, admit-
tedly had provided lethal weapons to Ukraine? What is 
behind the president’s decision to single out Ukraine in 
this review of funding? In the meantime, the Ukrainian 
National Information Service has issued an Action Item 
encouraging friends of Ukraine to contact the White 
House to express disapproval of this slow-down of mili-
tary assistance to Ukraine and to urge its immediate 
resumption.” 

While this controversy was raging, Vice-President Mike 
Pence on September 1 delivered a message starkly differ-
ent from that of the president, assuring Kyiv that the U.S. 
supports Ukraine’s territorial integrity, as it has done 
since Russia seized the Crimean peninsula. He stated: “We 
will continue to stand with the people of Ukraine on your 
security, on territorial integrity, including the Ukraine’s 
rightful claim to Crimea.” He did not, however, mention 
anything about the U.S. military aid package.

On September 18, the White House announced that 
President Zelenskyy would meet the following week with 
President Trump in New York during the opening of the 

74th session of the United Nations General Assembly. The 
announcement also raised questions and alluded to resid-
ual difficulties behind the scenes. Attempts were initially 
made in some quarters in Washington to depict the new 
Ukrainian president as being in league with “enemies” of 
Mr. Trump. Plus, there were questions about what would 
be on the meeting’s agenda given that it was coming so 
soon after Mr. Trump made it clear that he wanted Russia 
to be allowed to rejoin the G-7 and the U.S. leader’s seem-
ing reluctance to provide military assistance to Ukraine.

On September 24, Mr. Trump said his administration 
would release the “complete, fully declassified and unre-
dacted” transcript of the July 25 phone call in which he 
allegedly asked President Zelenskyy to investigate former 
U.S. Vice-President Joe Biden and his son Hunter, who 
previously had business dealings in Ukraine. He also con-
firmed that he had told staff to freeze $391 million in aid 
to Ukraine just before that phone call, but then added 
that “those funds were paid” and said allegations he had 
pressured Mr. Zelenskyy were “ridiculous.” RFE/RL 
reported that Mr. Trump said he told Mr. Zelenskyy that 
“we don’t want our people, like Vice-President Biden and 
his son,” contributing to corruption already happening in 
Ukraine.

President Zelenskyy finally met with Mr. Trump on 
September 25, the same day he addressed the U.N. – 
which happened to be the day after Democrats launched 
impeachment proceedings in  the House of 
Representatives. The meeting took place two months after 
the now infamous telephone conversation in which Mr. 
Trump seemed to be pressuring Mr. Zelenskyy to investi-
gate the Bidens. At a press briefing with Mr. Trump that 
took place at the U.N., Mr. Zelenskyy treaded carefully. He 
called that phone conversation “good” and “normal,” said 
“nobody pushed me” and underscored – most appropri-
ately – “I don’t want to be involved in democratic elections 
of U.S.A.” Mr. Zelenskyy also attempted to steer the brief-
ing toward the current situation in Ukraine, saying: “We 
have two wars. The first is against corruption, but I am 
sure that we will certainly win in this war. However, my 
priority is to stop the war in Donbas and regain our terri-
tories – Crimea, Donbas.” However, Mr. Trump’s statement 
at the press briefing – to the effect that he hoped that 
Presidents Zelenskyy and Putin would soon be able to 
work out their differences – was not particularly helpful 
as it appeared to distance him from peacemaking efforts. 

Our editorial, written after the September 25 meeting, 
underscored: “Ukraine needs U.S. support, but it cannot 
and should not become involved in the presidential cam-
paign in the U.S. And the U.S. must treat Ukraine as the 
strategic ally that it is, and not as a tool to be used by poli-
ticians for personal gain.”

On September 27, Ambassador Volker, who had served 
since 2017 as special representative for Ukraine negotia-
tions, resigned against the backdrop of the controversial 

July 25 telephone conversation between Presidents 
Trump and Zelenskyy, and the U.S. leader’s initial decision 
to withhold military aid to Kyiv. RFE/RL reported that Mr. 
Volker’s name was mentioned in a whistleblower com-
plaint expressing alarm over Mr. Trump’s dealings with 
Ukraine.

RFE/RL reported that the majority of Ukrainian 
experts characterized Ambassador Volker’s resignation as 
bad news. “I cannot recall any other U.S. high-level official 
who visited Ukraine over 10 times in two years and was 
not only in Kyiv but also went to Avdiyivka, Mariupol and 
Kramatorsk. This person knew the situation in Ukraine 
perfectly well,” Yevhen Mahda, director of the Institute of 
World Policy, commented to Hromadske TV. “My biggest 
concern is that the position itself will be eliminated. The 
fact that it exists in the U.S. Department of State sends a 
clear signal to international actors that the U.S. is interest-
ed in the situation in Ukraine,” Mr. Mahda said. Former 
Foreign Affairs Minister Klimkin called Mr. Volker’s resig-
nation “a true loss” and wrote on Facebook: “We did mat-
ter to him, it happens quite rarely in politics.” 

During the impeachment inquiry in the House of 
Representatives, testimony was provided by both 
Ambassador Yovanovitch and Ambassador Taylor. 

Ms. Yovanovitch testified on October 11 that she felt 
unsupported by the State Department prior to her depar-
ture from Kyiv and threatened by President Trump after-
ward, and that she was the victim of a shadowy smear 
campaign, conducted by allies of Mr. Trump, when she 
was prematurely recalled from her post in May. Ms. 
Yovanovitch also said she was told by Ukrainian officials 
that Mr. Trump’s personal lawyer Rudy Giuliani was in 
touch with Ukrainian Prosecutor General Yuriy Lutsenko 
“and that they had plans, and that they were going to, you 
know, do things, including to me.”

Mr. Taylor testified in a 10-hour closed door session on 
October 22. In his opening statement, he said: “By mid-
July it was becoming clear to me that the meeting 
President Zelenskyy wanted was conditioned on the 
investigations of Burisma and alleged Ukrainian interfer-
ence in the 2016 U.S. elections.” He was asked if aid to Kyiv 
was contingent upon the Ukrainians holding investiga-
tions demanded by Mr. Trump. “That was my clear under-
standing, security-assistance money would not come until 
the president [of Ukraine] committed to pursue the inves-
tigation,” the transcript read. Mr. Taylor also said the 
demand for an investigation was being “driven” by Mr. 
Giuliani, who had pushed an unfounded theory that 
Ukraine interfered in the 2016 U.S. presidential election.

On October 29, the impeachment inquiry heard from 
Lt. Col. Alexander Vindman, a U.S. Army officer at the 
National Security Council who was among those tasked 
with listening in on the July 25 call. He said: “I did not 
think it was proper to demand that a foreign government 
investigate a U.S. citizen, and I was worried about the 

President Petro Poroshenko with Ulana Mazurkevich of the Ukrainian Human Rights Committee and Craig 
Snyder, president of the World Affairs Council of Philadelphia, on February 20, when he was presented the coun-

cil’s International Statesman Award. In the background is Ukraine’s Ambassador to the U.S. Valeriy Chaly.

World Affairs Council of Philadelphia
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implications to the U.S. government’s support of Ukraine… 
I realized that if Ukraine pursued an investigation into the 
Bidens and Burisma, it would likely be interpreted as a 
partisan play, which would undoubtedly result in Ukraine 
losing the bipartisan support it has thus far maintained. 
This would all undermine U.S. national security.” Lt. Col. 
Vindman’s family had fled the Soviet Union when he was 3 
1/2 years old. Some media outlets attacked the Army offi-
cer, who was born in Ukraine, accusing him of dual loyal-
ties and even calling him a spy. 

As the date for the Normandy Four meeting 
approached, the State Department on November 27 
issued a press statement which read in part: “The United 
States reaffirms our unwavering support for Ukraine’s 
sovereignty and territorial integrity in the lead-up to the 
December 9 Normandy Format Summit among Ukraine, 
France, Germany and Russia – the first since 2016. The 
United States is committed to working with our allies and 
partners to keep pressure on Russia to live up to its com-
mitments under the Minsk agreements and to begin the 
process of peacefully restoring Ukraine’s full sovereignty 
over the Donbas. This would be a first step in the full res-
toration of Ukraine’s territorial integrity within its inter-
nationally recognized borders, including its territorial 
waters.”

Also speaking in advance of the Normandy meeting, 
U.S. Ambassador James S. Gilmore III told the OSCE 
Permanent Council on November 28: “The onus is on 
Russia to match the commitment to peace shown by the 
Zelenskyy administration. Moscow must demonstrate the 
political will needed to bring about a peaceful and perma-
nent solution to the conflict it ignited when Russia violat-
ed Ukraine’s borders and entered the Donbas in April 
2014. Russia must honor its Minsk commitments to with-
draw troops and implement a real and lasting ceasefire. 
The United States encourages Russia to work with 
Ukraine, France and Germany to identify a concrete path 
toward peace in eastern Ukraine in accordance with the 
Minsk agreements.” 

Soon thereafter, Mr. Trump warned Russia against any 
attempts at interfering in U.S. elections and urged Moscow 
“to resolve the conflict with Ukraine,” the White House 
said in an account of the December 10 meeting between 
the U.S. president and Russian Foreign Affairs Minister 
Sergei Lavrov in Washington. That same day, Secretary of 
State Pompeo told Mr. Lavrov that Crimea belongs to 
Ukraine and that Russia must fulfill its obligations to bring 
peace to eastern Ukraine. 

In mid-December, it was reported that the top U.S. dip-
lomat Ukraine would be leaving his post the following 
month. In an e-mail to The New York Times on December 
17, Ambassador Taylor said he would step down in early 
January because his temporary appointment to Ukraine in 
June is set to expire. The Trump administration “will nom-
inate a permanent ambassador soon,” he wrote, without 
elaborating. He was replaced on an interim basis by his 
current deputy, Kristina Kvien. 

At year’s end we learned that Ukraine’s ambassador to 
the United Nations, Volodymyr Yelchenko, had been 
appointed as Ukraine’s ambassador to the United States, 

replacing Ambassador Chaly. The decree was issued by 
President Zelenskyy on December 18. Ambassador 
Yelchenko is a veteran diplomat who had served as 
Ukraine’s ambassador to the U.N. in 1997-2000 and again 
since December 2015, and was the ambassador to Austria 
in 2005-2006 and to Russia in 2010-2015. 

More developments of 2019

• President Poroshenko of Ukraine was honored with 
the International Statesman Award by the World Affairs 
Council of Philadelphia. The award ceremony, VIP recep-
tion and dinner took place on February 20 at the historic 
Union League of Philadelphia. Mr. Poroshenko was accom-
panied by Ambassadors Chaly and Yelchenko, Consul 
General Oleksii Holubov of New York and Minister of 
Foreign Affairs Pavlo Klimkin. In presenting the award, the 
president of the World Affairs Council of Philadelphia, 
Craig Snyder, stated: “President Poroshenko has led and is 
leading his country as it seeks to defend itself and to 
defend ideals America has long declared to be universal 
truths, against subversion and outright invasion.” He con-
tinued: “He is fighting a fight in a direct line of descent 
from the fight of America’s founders, here in Philadelphia, 
for national independence and popular sovereignty.” 
President Poroshenko highlighted the threat from the 
Kremlin, saying “the hand that manipulated the previous 
regime keeps on stretching its claws to our throats,” and 
he thanked the United States for standing “shoulder to 
shoulder with us.” He concluded his remarks by stating, “It 
is absolutely true that peace and freedom are twin goals… 

It is our noble mission to achieve lasting peace through 
the support of freedom.”

• During the last week of May, Sen. Rob Portman 
(R-Ohio) visited Ukraine to meet with President 
Zelenskyy; the secretary of the National Security and 
Defense Council of Ukraine, Oleksandr Danylyuk; and 
the deputy head of the Presidential Office, Vadym 
Prystaiko; as well as other officials and civil society lead-
ers. Joining Sen. Portman at several meetings was his 
constituent, Andriy Futey, president of the Ukrainian 
Congress Committee of America. Sen. Portman, a co-
founder of the Senate Ukraine Caucus, has visited 
Ukraine on several occasions and continued to be 
engaged with ongoing political, economic and military 
developments in Ukraine. 

• In July, The Ukrainian Weekly reported on a group of 
10 sailors from Ukraine who were in the U.S. for 10 weeks 
of training in Baltimore, where they were learning how to 
operate the two Coast Guard cutters that the U.S. had 
donated to Ukraine’s Navy for patrolling Odesa’s coastal 
zone. The two Ukrainian Coast Guard crews were selected 
because of their experience and availability. Zenon V. 
Stakhiv wrote: “All the crew members were required to 
take a three-month immersion course in English before 
their assignment to Baltimore. All the instrumentation 
and machinery on the cutters are in English, as is their 
instruction. This is a very rigorous training course, as each 
must take a series of proficiency exams in English before 
they can be certified in their respective areas of expertise. 
The group is led by Lt. Commander Ihor Trukhan. The two 
commanders of the cutters are training with their crews. 
Lt. JG Pavlo Hladchenko is from Zytomyr, and Lt. JG Damyr 
Aulin is from Kirovohrad.” The cutters were delivered to 
Ukraine in October.

• On August 9 in Kyiv, U.S. Chargé d’Affaires William 
Taylor welcomed and swore in nine new Peace Corps vol-
unteers who would be serving across Ukraine. Addressing 
the new group of volunteers, Mr. Taylor said, “I think that 
the Peace Corps in Ukraine is one of the best things that 
Americans do here.” Noting that this is the largest Peace 
Corps program anywhere in the world, he underscored: 
“…this program allows Americans to live with Ukrainians, 
and it allows Ukrainians to understand the United States 
better. It also will allow – and this is a charge to Peace 
Corps Volunteers when they go home, back to the United 
States – to explain Ukraine to Americans.”

• On September 5, Sens. Chris Murphy (D-Conn.) and 
Ron Johnson (R-Wis.), both members of the Senate 
Ukraine Caucus, met in Kyiv with President Zelenskyy. 
According to information on the presidential website, the 
parties discussed the United States’ “consistent policy of 
sanctions against Russia,” as well as cooperation in energy 
security, including the diversification of energy supplies 
and their delivery from the United States. RFE/RL report-
ed that Sen. Murphy said on social media that he “left 
[Kyiv] more optimistic about Ukraine’s future than ever 
before” and praised its “new young reformers,” including 
President Zelenskyy, as “for real.” 
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Ukrainian naval crews at the U.S. Coast Guard facility in Baltimore, where they trained during July-September, 
learning how to operate the two Coast Guard cutters that the U.S. had donated to Ukraine’s Navy for patrolling 

Odesa’s coastal zone.

Lt. Commander Ihor Trukhan

Quotable notes
 “We are now faced with accusations from numerous sources that our president attempted to pressure a for-

eign government to investigate one of his rivals in the next presidential election. In other words, the president of 
the United States is attempting to fix the election. I think these accusations should be addressed with all of the 
tools at Congress’s disposal, including articles of impeachment. …The fact that our president is trying to induce a 
foreign power to threaten our elections – I think that’s a huge national security risk. The fact that a president is 
withholding support from a security partner that is trying to fight off Russia, which has presented multiple nation-
al security threats over the past several years. …– I just think it’s so incredibly offensive to put that kind of support 
and that kind of fight that they have going on in jeopardy and in peril. …”

– Rep. Mikie Sherrill, a centrist Democrat from New Jersey, speaking on September 25 in an interview with “The 
Daily,” a podcast of The New York Times. 

“…Trump seems to have the idea that Ukraine was part of some scheme against his presidential campaign and 
is correspondingly demanding that the country actively participate in his efforts to attack one of his opponents. As 
domestic politics this is disgraceful; as foreign policy it is profoundly dangerous. …The scandal effectively presents 
the Kremlin with a huge gift. It could well turn out that Trump’s ill-advised pressure on the Ukrainian president 
will finally give Moscow what it has so far failed to achieve. If the mess continues, the only things the world will be 
hearing about Ukraine are corruption, dubious schemes and bizarre manipulations – a public relations disaster 
that might end up damaging the country far more than Russian battalions have so far managed to do. Ties 
between the United States and Ukraine will steadily weaken, giving Moscow additional opportunities to exert 
pressure. …”

– Former Prime Minister of Sweden Carl Bildt, writing in his column in The Washington Post on September 24.
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For Canada, 2019 began with a change in leadership 
at the Ukrainian Canadian Congress, when 
Alexandra Chyczij began her first year as national 

president, succeeding Paul Grod, who served in that 
capacity from 2007 to 2018, and went on to lead the 
Ukrainian World Congress.

As the new UCC head, Ms. Chyczij wasted little time in 
calling on Canada and the international community to 
increase pressure on Russia to secure the release of 24 
Ukrainian sailors captured during a Russian naval attack 
on Ukrainian ships in the Black Sea on November 25, 
2018. The sailors held captive by Russia are prisoners of 
war and protected by the Geneva Convention, and their 
incarceration is a “grave violation of international law,” 
said Ms. Chyczij in a January 17 statement that also called 
for the release of “over 70 Ukrainian political prisoners 
taken hostage and imprisoned by the Kremlin.” 

Among the UCC’s demands was for Canada to imple-
ment specific actions against Russia in response to the 
November 2018 Kerch Strait attack, including sanctions 
on Russian state financial institutions as well as on 
Russian shipping that would both ban Canadian ships 
from docking in Russian ports in the Sea of Azov and 
Black Sea and ban Russian ships from Canadian ports. 

The UCC also called on the Canadian government to 
apply its Magnitsky legislation to implement sanctions 
against Russian officials responsible for the violations of 
internationally recognized human rights of Ukrainian citi-
zens – and working with its NATO allies, increase military 
assistance to Ukraine, including providing Ukraine with 
naval armaments, surface-to-ship missiles, patrol boats, 
radar systems and surveillance equipment. 

Still focused on Ukraine, the UCC on March 13 called for 
the renewal and expansion of Operation UNIFIER, 
Canada’s military training mission in Ukraine. Five days 
later, the Canadian government announced it would 
extend the operation until the end of March 2022.

At the end of March, Ukrainians in 72 countries, includ-
ing Canada, cast their votes at 101 polling locations for 
Ukraine’s presidential election. Three of those polling sta-
tions were in Canada: Ottawa, Toronto and, for the first 
time ever, Edmonton. The Edmonton Consulate was the 
first that Ukraine opened since the beginning of Russia’s 
military aggression in the Donbas in 2014. It serves the 
provinces of Alberta, Saskatchewan and British Columbia, 
as well as the Northwest Territories and Yukon. 

Most Ukrainians who voted in Canada supported the 
incumbent, President Petro Poroshenko, with 152 votes in 
Ottawa, 432 in Toronto and 110 in Edmonton. Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy, who won the presidency, received only 213 
votes in all of Canada.

Meanwhile on March 11, Illya Myktyn started work as 
the new national coordinator of the Ukrainian Canadian 
Students’ Union (SUSK). A graduate of the University of 
Toronto who had been working at the Canadian Ukrainian 
Immigrant Aid Society, Mr. Mykytyn will split his duties 
between SUSK and the UCC, according to both organiza-
tions. 

One month later, tragedy struck the Ukrainian 
Canadian community in Hamilton, Ontario, when its cul-
tural center was destroyed by a fire that began in the early 
hours of Saturday, April 13. 

The building was home to the Ukrainian Youth 
Association, League of Ukrainian Canadians, Svitanok 
Women’s Choir, Taras Shevchenko Ukrainian Language 
School, and previously to bandura music, art and dance 
groups in Hamilton.

A few days later, on April 16, a general election was 
held in the western Canadian province of Alberta that saw 
the election of at least three new ethnic Ukrainian mem-
bers of the Legislative Assembly (MLAs).

Of the three new MLAs – all from the governing United 
Conservative Party (UCP) – two have significant historic 
links to the Ukrainian community. Fort Saskatchewan-
Vegreville MLA Jackie Armstrong-Homeniuk, who defeat-
ed an incumbent who is also of ethnic Ukrainian origin, 
Jessica Littlewood of the opposition New Democratic 
Party, is descended from one of the first two Ukrainian 
settlers to set foot on Canadian soil – Ivan Pylypiw. 

Calgary-Acadia MLA Tyler Shandro is the grand-neph-
ew of Alberta’s first Ukrainian-Canadian MLA, Andrew 
Shandro, who represented the Ukrainian bloc-settlement 
constituency of Whitford from 1915 to 1922. Mr. Shandro 

was also appointed Alberta’s health minister.
Another incoming MLA of Ukrainian origin, Nate 

Glubish (Strathcona-Sherwood Park) was named minister 
of service for Alberta. 

Returning UCP incumbent Mike Ellis (Calgary-West), 
whose maternal great-grandparents came from Ukraine, 
was appointed to the non-Cabinet position of government 
whip. UCP MLA David Hanson (Bonnyville-Cold Lake-St. 
Paul), who was also re-elected, traces his Ukrainian roots 
to the last century when his great-grandparents arrived in 
Canada in 1910. 

Other victorious Ukrainian Canadian MLAs included 
several returning NDP incumbents: Sarah Hoffman 
(Edmonton-Glenora), former deputy premier and health 
minister; Deron Bilous (Edmonton-Beverly-Clareview), 
former minister of economic development and interna-
tional trade; and Lorne Dach, who represents the riding of 
Edmonton-McClung. 

Later in the month, on April 22, Canadian Prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau issued a statement congratulating 
Mr. Zelenskyy on winning the Ukrainian presidential elec-
tion. “Canada commends the millions of Ukrainians who 
exercised their democratic rights and went to the polls,” 
said Mr. Trudeau on behalf of the Canadian government. 
“Canada is proud to have deployed hundreds of election 
observers to Ukraine, and I thank Lloyd Axworthy for his 
work leading the observer delegation.”

The prime minister added that Canada is also “provid-
ing funding for projects that support fair, transparent and 
legitimate democratic elections in the country.”

The UCC issued its own statement of congratulations to 
President-elect Zelenskyy on April 22. “The Ukrainian 
people have affirmed their historic choice of Euro-Atlantic 
integration for their country,” said Ms. Chyczij, who noted 
that the UCC looks forward to working with the Zelenskyy 
administration “in furthering these strategic goals.” 

Mr. Axworthy, a former Canadian foreign affairs minis-
ter, also spoke to The Ukrainian Weekly about the elec-
tion-observation mission he led. In the April 28 issue, he 
said that despite Russian attempts to interfere with 
Ukraine’s presidential election, the two rounds of voting 
were held under a “free and fair” democratic process and 
resulted in Ukrainians choosing as their head of state 
political neophyte Mr. Zelenskyy, “a riddle wrapped up in 
an enigma.” 

The 160 Canadians who participated in the election 
observer mission visited 2,366 polling stations. During the 
first and second rounds of voting in Ukraine’s presidential 
election, “polls opened on time; ballots were counted 
properly; law-enforcement officers were available for 
security; and grievances and problems were quickly 
responded to,” said the now 80-year-old Mr. Axworthy, a 
Nobel Peace Prize nominee for his work while he was for-
eign minister to ban land mines. 

He also credited Ukraine with developing an “early-
warning prevention” system to address any potential dis-

ruptions to the election campaign – including Russian 
attempts to disseminate disinformation through social 
media in the lead-up to the first round of voting on March 
31. 

Two days after Mr. Zelenskyy’s landslide win, Prime 
Minister Trudeau spoke to the president-elect “and reiter-
ated Canada’s unwavering support for Ukraine’s sover-
eignty and territorial integrity” according to a readout 
released by Mr. Trudeau’s office. 

The Canadian government also committed up to $17.8 
million (U.S.) to advance electoral reforms in Ukraine. Of 
that amount, $8 million was allocated to support the team 
of Canadians who participated in the election observation 
missions of both Canada and the Organization for Security 
and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE). 

On May 8, outgoing President Poroshenko met with 
Foreign Affairs Minister Chrystia Freeland and thanked 
Canada, in particular at the G-7 level, for its full support, 
both in terms of reforms and counteraction to Russian 
aggression. According to the president’s office, the two 
further discussed broadening security cooperation 
between Kyiv and Ottawa, as well as Canada’s support for 
the possibility of Ukraine to obtain a NATO Membership 
Action Plan. 

On May 11, the UCC issued a statement decrying 
attempts by three groups, including Russian Heritage of 
Canada, to remove the Holodomor from an Ontario legis-
lative bill on genocide awareness.

Bill 97, which would proclaim April as Genocide 
Awareness, Commemoration, Prevention and Education 
Month, has yet to be passed but so far does not mention 
Joseph Stalin’s man-made famine that killed as many as 10 
million Ukrainians between 1932 and 1933.

Meanwhile, Canadian government and Ukrainian com-
munity officials took a wait-and-see approach to the direc-
tion President Zelenskyy’s administration would take fol-
lowing his May 20 inauguration in Kyiv, which Canadian 
Defense Minister Harjit Sajjan attended on behalf of the 
Canadian government. 

“We look forward to hearing their vision so that Canada 
can evolve its support based on their needs,” said Mr. 
Sajjan, who also had a bilateral meeting with Ukraine’s 
new head of state. “Instead of us trying to dictate what we 
think they need, we’re there to provide support for what 
they require,” he added. 

Mr. Sajjan told The Ukrainian Weekly that Canada’s mil-
itary training mission in Ukraine, Operation UNIFIER, in 
which about 200 Canadian soldiers are deployed to 
Ukraine in six-month rotations, was expanded “as to 
where we do the training,” explained Mr. Sajjan. “Instead 
of having the troops come to us, we have 10 locations 
where Canadian Armed Forces personnel will conduct the 
training. This provides tremendous flexibility – but also 
the training is mutually determined as to what is needed,” 
he said.

The defense minister’s visit to Ukraine followed one 

Canadian Defense Minister Harjit Sajjan (right) and Canadian Ambassador to Ukraine Roman Waschuk walk 
toward the Mariyinsky Palace, where heads of foreign delegations and ambassadors were hosted at a reception on 

President Volodymyr Zelenskyy’s inauguration day, May 20.

Stéphanie Labossière, Joint Task Force-Ukraine (C) 2019 DND-MDN Canada
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made earlier in May by then-Foreign Affairs Minister 
Freeland, a Ukrainian Canadian, who met not only with 
Mr. Zelenskyy, but also with Ukrainian Prime Minister 
Volodymyr Groysman and Foreign Affairs Minister Pavlo 
Klimkin, who had announced their intention to leave their 
posts following Mr. Zelenskyy’s inauguration as president. 

President Grod of the UWC met with President 
Zelenskyy on May 21 and attended the presidential inau-
guration the day before as a representative of the sole 
international non-governmental organization invited to 
attend the ceremony. He told The Weekly that he also 
warned the president to not “throw out the baby with the 
bathwater” following the scathing comments Mr. 
Zelenskyy made in his inauguration address about “pomp-
ous” politicians, who over the 28 years since Ukraine 
gained its independence, “have created a country of 
opportunities – the opportunities to bribe, steal and pluck 
the resources.” 

On the day Mr. Zelenskyy was sworn in as Ukraine’s 
sixth president, a significant Ukrainian Catholic monu-
ment was vandalized in Winnipeg. 

On the morning of May 21, the bronze statue of St. 
Volodymyr the Great located adjacent to the Ukrainian 
Catholic Metropolitan Cathedral of Ss. Vladimir and Olga 
in the city’s North End was found headless and missing 
the cross held in the figure’s hand. Created by the world-
renowned Ukrainian Canadian sculptor Leo Mol, the stat-
ue was blessed by Pope John Paul II during his historic 
visit to Winnipeg in 1984.

The statue’s head was eventually recovered near the 
cathedral and returned in a black knapsack on May 25. 
“Two men working on construction in the area found it” at 
a low-rental apartment complex, said Anna Katchanovski, 
the cathedral’s secretary. 

A Scottish-born national art gallery owner, David Loch, 
who was Mr. Mol’s exclusive dealer and close friend, said 
he would pay for the costs of the statue’s repair if the 
cathedral’s insurance won’t provide coverage. The parish 
committee was also planning a fund-raising campaign to 
complete the restoration work.

On June 13, the Canadian House of Commons Standing 
Committee on Foreign Affairs and International 
Development unanimously passed a motion by Toronto 
Liberal Member of Parliament Borys Wrzesnewskyj 
(Etobicoke Center), a Ukrainian Canadian, to recognize the 
1944 deportations of the Crimean Tatars by Stalin as 
genocide. 

A week later, on June 21, the UCC issued a statement 
calling on the Canadian government to address “the wave 
of political persecution against Crimean Tatars in Russian-

occupied Crimea,” by imposing individual sanctions 
against Russian officials responsible for the “egregious 
violations of human rights of Ukrainian citizens” and “sig-
nificantly increase sectoral sanctions targeting Russia’s 
economy until Russia ends its occupation of Crimea and 
parts of the eastern Ukrainian oblasts of Donetsk and 
Luhansk.” 

On June 22, a trilingual educational plaque and com-
memorative statue were unveiled and consecrated to the 
civilian internees held in Yoho National Park’s internment 
camp in British Columbia during World War I. The 
Ukrainian Canadian Civil Liberties Association (UCCLA), in 
co-operation with Parks Canada, unveiled the trilingual 
(English, French, Ukrainian) plaque on the site where, 
between 1915 and 1916, some 200 mostly Ukrainian men 
were interned as enemy aliens under Canada’s War 
Measures Act. 

In arguably the biggest news story of 2019, President 
Zelenskyy made his first overseas trip and North 
American debut when he arrived in Canada on the coun-
try’s birthday (July 1) to attend the third annual Ukraine 
Reform Conference in Toronto, a gathering of more than 
800 representatives of 37 countries and 10 international 
organizations.

On July 2, the 41-year-old new head of state spent the 
next day in the city on a jammed near 13-hour public 
schedule that began with a working breakfast with Ms. 
Freeland, and went on to include meetings with members 
of the Ukrainian Canadian community and Prime Minister 
Trudeau; a visit to the Holodomor Memorial; an address 
to the Ukraine Reform Conference; and a dinner in his 
honor hosted by Mr. Trudeau. 

In a joint news conference that day with the prime min-
ister, the president spoke of his desire to reach a ceasefire 
in the battle-ravaged eastern region of Ukraine, and res-
cue the 24 Ukrainian sailors detained and recover the 
Ukrainian ships seized by Russia in the Kerch Strait in 
November 2018. President Zelenskyy said he also spoke 
to Prime Minister Trudeau about expanding the Canada-
Ukraine Free Trade Agreement to include joint ventures in 
the area of information technology. 

During their bilateral meeting, the two leaders signed 
the Audiovisual Coproduction Treaty that will help pro-
mote Canadian content in Ukraine, and share the creative 
and financial resources of Canadian and Ukrainian audio-
visual producers. Canada and Ukraine also agreed to 
renew a Youth Mobility Arrangement, which was first 
established nine years ago by former Conservative Prime 
Minister Stephen Harper’s government to support travel 
and work opportunities for Canadian and Ukrainian 
young people. 

During the Ukraine Reform Conference, Mr. Zelenskyy 
also delivered his first public address, in which he said 
that his administration’s key tasks would be to eradicate 
corruption; create an independent court system; digitize 
government services through the use of artificial intelli-
gence-technology; and attract foreign investment with the 

“single purpose of raising the standard of living for 
Ukrainians.” 

He said that building Ukraine’s economy was a priority, 
while rebuilding the war-ravaged Donbas alone will cost 
about 10 billion Euros (about $11 billion U.S.). Mr. 
Zelenskyy told the conference that a forum would be held 
in [late October] in the southeastern Ukrainian city of 
Mariupol to attract international investment in humani-
tarian and infrastructure projects in the Donbas. 

At the reform conference, co-hosted by the govern-
ments of Canada and Ukraine, Ottawa announced over 
$45 million (about $34 million U.S.) in support for 
Ukraine, including $25 million ($19 million U.S.) over six 
years to help implement “inclusive and gender-responsive 
reforms in Ukraine,” according to Global Affairs Canada. 

Minister Freeland also announced that Canada would 
deny entry to Ukrainians from the Donbas region holding 
Russian-issued passports, which she said that Canada 
considers “a further act of aggression against Ukraine.”

Lithuanian Foreign Affairs Minister Linas Linkevičius 
announced that his country would co-host the next global 
Ukraine Reform Conference in Vilnius in 2020. 

On August 14, Conservative Sen. Raynell Andreychuk, a 
Ukrainian Canadian, said good-bye to Canada’s unelected 
upper chamber, having reached the mandatory retirement 
age of 75. Appointed in 1993, she became the first female 
senator from the province of Saskatchewan. 

A former judge and ambassador, Sen. Andreychuk 
sponsored a number of legislative initiatives related to the 
Ukrainian-Canadian community. Among those efforts: a 
resolution on the Holodomor Ukrainian Famine-Genocide 
in the Senate, which was adopted on June 19, 2003; Bill 
C-459 in the Senate, which established a Ukrainian 
Famine and Genocide (Holodomor) Memorial Day and 
recognized the Ukrainian Famine of 1932-1933 as an act 
of genocide; Bill S-226, which enacted the Justice for 
Victims of Corrupt Foreign Officials Act (Magnitsky Law) 
in Canada on October 18, 2017, which enables the 
Canadian government to impose sanctions against perpe-
trators of gross violations of internationally recognized 
human rights. 

In the August 11 issue, The Weekly reported that a 
retractable and re-useable metal banner was available at 
no cost from the Ukrainian Canadian Civil Liberties 
Foundation (UCCLF), to help communities commemorate 
the 100th anniversary of the end of World War I intern-
ment operations in Canada, which ran from 1914 to 1920.

The banner – titled “Without Just Cause!” – includes a 
short historical background of the internment operations 
along with an image of a group of prisoners interned at 
Banff-Castle Mountain, one of 24 such sites across Canada. 

One month later, on September 28 in St. Paul, Alberta, 
members of the UCCLF and its activist counterpart, the 
UCCLA, unveiled Canada’s newest monument dedicated to 
remembering the country’s first national internment 
operations. Titled “21 Strands,” the monument includes a 
trilingual (English-French-Ukrainian) educational plaque 

 2019: THE YEAR IN REVIEW

The statue of St. Volodymyr in Winnipeg, near the 
Ukrainian Catholic Metropolitan Cathedral of Ss. 
Vladimir and Olga, was vandalized overnight on May 

20-21.

Prime Minister Justin Trudeau of Canada, President Volodymyr Zelenskyy of Ukraine and Canada’s Minister of 
Foreign Affairs Chrystia Freeland with participants of the Ukraine Reform Conference, which was held in Toronto 

on July 2-4.
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and an image of internees standing behind 21 horizontal 
lengths of Canadian barbed wire. 

Canadians headed to the polls in a general election on 
October 21, and several Ukrainian Canadians held onto 
their House of Commons seats, most notably Ms. Freeland, 
who represents the Toronto riding of University-Rosedale 
for the governing Liberals. 

Other ethnic Ukrainian Liberal MPs re-elected were 
Julie Dzerowicz in Toronto and Terry Duguid in Winnipeg. 
Former Cabinet Minister MaryAnn Mihychuk, however, 
lost her seat in the city’s riding of Kildonan-St. Paul. 

The Official Opposition Conservatives also had 
Ukrainian Canadian MPs return to the Commons, includ-
ing James Bezan, the shadow minister for national 
defense, who held onto his Manitoba seat. Other re-elect-
ed Tories were Tom Lukiwski in Saskatchewan, and David 
Yurdiga and Kelly McCauley in Alberta.

Borys Wrzesnewskyj, who was first elected a Liberal 
MP for a Toronto riding in 2004, chose not to run again 
following a parliamentary career during which he con-
vinced then-Liberal Prime Minister Paul Martin to send an 
unprecedented 500 government-sponsored election 
observers (in addition to the 500 that came from the com-
munity itself) to monitor the third round of voting in 
Ukraine’s 2004 presidential election. 

Mr. Wrzesnewskyj was also instrumental in securing a 
redress agreement, from Stephen Harper’s Conservative 
government, for the First World War internment of 
Ukrainian Canadians, and worked behind the scenes to get 
a 2008 Holodomor memorial bill passed in Parliament.

His successor in the riding of Etobicoke Center is fellow 
Liberal and Ukrainian Canadian Yvan Baker, who served 
as Mr. Wrzesnewskyj’s executive assistant before serving 
as the member of the Ontario legislature for the same-
named riding from 2014 to 2018.

On October 29, the Legislative Assembly of British 
Columbia unanimously passed the Ukrainian Famine and 
Genocide (Holodomor) Memorial Day Act. Bill M225 was 
introduced by BC Green Party Leader Andrew Weaver. In 
2008, the Canadian government had recognized the 
Holodomor as an act of genocide against the Ukrainian 
people and established the fourth Saturday of November 
as the National Ukrainian Famine and Genocide 
(Holodomor) Memorial Day. The provinces of Alberta, 
Saskatchewan, Manitoba, Ontario and Quebec have adopt-
ed similar legislation.

On November 1 to 3 in Ottawa, the Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress held its XXVI triennial congress at which 
Minister Freeland was a headline speaker. The congress 
addressed the current needs of the Ukrainian Canadian 
community and focused on changes and growth of the 
community. According to the congress website, featured 
were five workshops, 11 guest speakers and some 70 
hours of learning the collaboration. Recipients of the Taras 
Shevchenko Medal, UCC National Leadership Award and 
UCC National Youth Leadership Award were honored at 
the prestigious National Awards Banquet. More than 300 
delegates attended the congress at which Ms. Chyczij was 
unanimously re-elected as national president.

The year wound up with the rise of two Ukrainian 
Canadian women to two high-profile roles.

On November 3, Minister Freeland announced the 
appointment of Larisa Galadza, a 48-year-old senior 
Canadian public servant, as Canada’s ambassador to 
Ukraine, its 10th representative since Ukraine gained its 
independence in 1991. She succeeded Roman Waschuk, 
who served as Canada’s official representative in Kyiv 
since 2014.

Prior to being named ambassador, Ms. Galadza was the 
director-general of the peace and stabilization operations 
program at Global Affairs Canada, the country’s foreign 
affairs department, which directs the implementation of 
Canada’s commitments to United Nations’ peace opera-
tions, as well as the Canadian Police Arrangement, 
through which 40 Canadian police officers are being 
deployed to Ukraine. 

All four of Ms. Galadza’s Ukrainian-born grandparents 
immigrated to the United States in 1949. Her parents, 
Roman Galadza and Irene (Bishko) Galadza, were married 
at Soyuzivka in Kerhonkson, N.Y., in 1969 and immigrated 
to Canada that year. They live in the Toronto-area city of 
Brampton, where Father Galadza serves as pastor of St. 
Elias the Prophet Church.

Joining Ms. Galadza in Ukraine was her husband, busi-
nessman Kenneth Cronin (their university-aged children, 
Finnian, Nikolai and Taissa, will remain in Canada). In 
Kyiv, Ambassador Galadza has other family – a cousin, 
Ukrainian Catholic Deacon Daniel Galadza, serves as a 
member of the Patriarchal Liturgical Commission in the 
Ukrainian capital.

Ms. Freeland herself got a promotion, when on 
November 20, Prime Minister Trudeau named her deputy 
prime minister – only the 10th Cabinet minister to receive 
that title since the position was created in 1977 by Mr. 
Trudeau’s father, then-Prime Minister Pierre Trudeau and 
the only Ukrainian Canadian to hold the post. 

Deputy PM Freeland was given the further responsibili-
ty to serve as intergovernmental affairs minister entrust-
ed with trying to find unity in a country divided along 
regional lines, particularly in western Canada, where the 
51-year-old Cabinet superstar was born. 

The daughter of Donald Freeland, a farmer, lawyer and 
Liberal, and the late Halyna (Chomiak) Freeland, who was 
also a lawyer and who ran as a candidate in an Edmonton 

riding for the left-of-center New Democratic Party in the 
1988 Canadian general election, Ms. Freeland also retains 
oversight of Canada-U.S. relations, which also includes the 
conclusion of the Canada-United States-Mexico 
Agreement legislative process – a responsibility she had 
as foreign affairs minister.

Quebec Liberal MP François-Philippe Champagne, who 
previously served as international trade minister follow-
ing Ms. Freeland’s time in the portfolio, succeeded her as 
Canada’s foreign affairs minister.

In late November, former President Poroshenko spoke 
at the Halifax International Security Forum in Nova Scotia. 
His main message to the forum, which took place on 
November 20-22, was: “Don’t allow Putin to destabilize 
us.” His advice, based on what he said was his years of 
experience “in communication” with the Russian presi-
dent was: “Please don’t trust Putin.” Mr. Poroshenko also 
told forum participants that Ukraine will regain Crimea, 
which is temporarily lost to Russia, but needs global sup-
port in its fight against Russian aggression in the Donbas. 
“When Ukraine protect[ed its] territorial integrity and our 
sovereignty – and voluntarily gave up the third-biggest 
nuclear arsenal in the world and expected global solidari-
ty to protect our territorial integrity, nobody stopped 
Russia, except Ukraine,” he said about Russia’s war in east-
ern Ukraine.

At year’s end, a stone sculpture by Nick Leniuk was 
unveiled at City Hall in Kingston, Ontario, on December 6 
to honor the Ukrainians who made this city their home. 
Titled “Enduring Roots” and commissioned by the 
Ukrainian Canadian Club of Kingston, whose president is 
Prof. Lubomyr Luciuk, the sculpture depicts an oak tree, 
whose strong roots are nourished by the Christian faith 
and national identity of the Ukrainians of Kingston, repre-
sented symbolically by a stylized cross, the Ukrainian try-
zub (trident) and a Canadian maple leaf.
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Delegates at the XXVI triennial congress of the Ukrainian Canadian Congress, which was held on November 1-3 in Ottawa.

The monument titled “21 Strands” was unveiled on September 28 in St. Paul, Alberta. It includes an image of 
internees standing behind 21 horizontal lengths of Canadian barbed wire. The design is by Amil Shapka.
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The year started on a joyful note, when in early January 
the Tomos of autocephaly was granted to the Orthodox 
Church of Ukraine. The Ukrainian World Congress (UWC), 
the Ukrainian Canadian Congress (UCC) and the Ukrainian 
Congress Committee of America (UCCA) all expressed 
greetings and congratulations to all Ukrainians of faith 
upon this historic achievement. “The Tomos, received 
from the Mother Church of Constantinople, returns 
Ukrainian Orthodoxy to its historic roots, restores histori-
cal justice and strengthens the dignity of all faithful in 
Ukraine,” stated UWC President Paul Grod. “We join the 
appeal of Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew to all lead-
ers of autocephalous Orthodox Churches to recognize the 
newly created Orthodox Church of Ukraine.”

Also in January, the Ukrainian World Congress (UWC) 
launched the UWC International Observation Mission (UWC 
Mission) for Ukraine’s 2019 elections. The head of the UWC 
Mission, Eugene Czolij, oversaw a working visit to Kyiv on 
February 11-15 to initiate the mission’s work. The meetings 
focused on preparations for the Ukrainian presidential elec-
tion on March 31 and how the UWC mission would monitor 
this process. The UWC also called for volunteers to partici-
pate in overseeing the parliamentary elections on July 21, to 
ensure compliance with Ukraine’s domestic laws, as well as 
international standards for democratic elections.

The Ukrainian Cultural Center of Israel, located in Bat 
Yam near Tel Aviv, presented an evening dedicated to the 
memory of the prominent Ukrainian public leader and 
Church figure Metropolitan Andrey Sheptytsky (1865-
1944), who risked his life to save Jews during World War 
II. Bishop Joseph Milian, the head of the Pastoral-
Migration Department of the Ukrainian Greek-Catholic 
Church, spoke during the event, held in early April. 
Seventy-two Greek-Catholic priests from the central 
regions of Ukraine accompanied the bishop on this visit, 
during which they prayed together and visited places 
related to Christianity. According to Bishop Joseph, there 
are five Ukrainian Greek-Catholic communities in Israel, 
serving several thousand faithful.

Ukrainian Journalists of North America gathered at 
Soyuzivka Heritage Center on May 17-19 for their fifth 
international media conference, whose theme was “The 
Future of News.” Among the media outlets represented 
were New Pathway – Ukrainian News, Kontakt Ukrainian 
TV Network, Svoboda and The Ukrainian Weekly. Also in 
attendance were independent journalists and media pro-
fessionals from across the U.S. and Canada.

On July 11, the Prosecutor General of the Russian 
Federation declared the Ukrainian World Congress – the 
international coordinating body for Ukrainian communi-
ties in the diaspora representing the interests of over 20 
million Ukrainians in 60 countries – an “undesirable” 
organization that poses “a threat to the security of the 
state and the constitutional framework.” Once deemed 
“undesirable,” an NGO’s accounts are frozen and its 
branches must be closed; violators of the law face fines of 
up to 500,000 Russian rubles ($7,930 U.S.) as well as 
imprisonment. Russia’s blacklisting of the UWC was, quite 
frankly, yet another move by Russia to silence its critics 
Meanwhile, the UWC underscored that it will continue to 
defend the human rights of Ukrainian communities 
around the globe and will use all legal and diplomatic 
means to protect the Ukrainian minority against contin-
ued discrimination and bullying in Russia.

On August 22, “Voices From Across the Ocean: 
Holodomor Photographic Exhibition,” honoring survivors 
of the Holodomor who settled in Australia, was officially 
opened in Kyiv by Ukraine’s Minister of Culture Yevhen 
Nyschuk. The exhibit was originally launched in 
Melbourne in November 2018 to mark 85 years since the 
Holodomor. It was presented in Kyiv through a collabora-
tion between the Australia Federation of Ukrainian 
Organizations (AFUO) and the National Museum: 
Holodomor Victims Memorial. This moving tribute was 
brought together by Melbourne-based Halya Kostiuk, 
Katya Danylak, award-winning principal photographer 
Janina Green and photographer Andrii Gavran, who trav-
elled across Australia for almost two years, interviewing 
and photographing Holodomor survivors with the help of 
the local diaspora. The project aimed to immortalize the 
stories of these incredibly resilient people – now in their 
80s and 90s, some of whom have since passed away – and 
their families, ensuring the tragedy of the Holodomor is 
never forgotten.

On the eve of Ukrainian Independence Day, the leader-
ship of the UWC met in Kyiv with President Volodymyr 

Zelenskyy to discuss continued cooperation in defending 
the interests of Ukraine throughout the world and further 
developing effective ties between the Ukrainian diaspora 
and Ukraine. Key priorities were agreed upon during the 
August 23 meeting, as were the next steps in supporting 
Ukraine internationally, securing its economic develop-
ment and growth in foreign investment, and improving 
Ukraine’s legislative framework to strengthen the cultural, 
social and political rights of Ukrainians abroad and sup-
port their return to Ukraine.

Since 2010, the Ukrainian American Youth Association 
(UAYA) has sent young adults to Ukraine to participate in 
an exchange program. The exchange occurs with UAYA’s 
sister organization, the Ukrainian Youth Association of 
Ukraine. The mission of this program is to facilitate the 
exchange of ideas and best practices between the counsel-
ors and junior counselors of the two countries. In 2019, 
UAYA sent three members, between the ages of 19 and 22, 
to Ukraine, where they volunteered at a Charitable Camp 
(Blahodiynyi Tabir) for orphans of the Ukrainian soldiers 
killed in the war with Russia and the refugee children of 
the war in eastern Ukraine. The camp was held in a forest 
outside of Chernihiv during the first two weeks of August. 

On September 6-8 at Berlin City Hall in Germany, the 
Ukrainian World Congress held its annual general meet-
ing, reviewing the organization’s work since November 
2018 and developing an action plan for the year ahead. 
Participants from over 20 countries gathered in Berlin to 
support the more than 100,000-strong Ukrainian commu-
nity in Germany, and to focus the attention of German 
high-ranking officials and civil society on current 
Ukrainian issues.

On September 13, during a plenary session of the 
Verkhovna Rada, First Deputy Chairman Ruslan 
Stefanchuk, in the presence of the UWC leadership, 
announced the establishment of the parliamentary group 
called Ukrainians in the World. As noted by its chairman, 
Sviatoslav Yurash, the establishment of this important 
interparty parliamentary group was made possible with 
the active support of the UWC and the unity of political 
parties whose aim is to improve legislation on issues of 
concern to Ukrainians worldwide.

Once every three years, Plast leaders from all over the 
world meet to elect a new board and executives, as well as 
to analyze the present state of the organization. From 
October 30 to November 3, the triennial Conference of 
Ukrainian Plast Organizations took place in a castle near 
Munich, Germany. Some 100 representatives from 10 
countries approved changes to the constitution of world 
Plast and discussed Plast’s future.

In a related development, at the end of May, Ukraine’s 
Parliament approved legislation “On state recognition and 
support of Plast – National Scouting Organization of 
Ukraine,” and sent it to President Volodymyr Zelenskyy. 
After three months, on September 4, President Zelenskyy 
rejected the law and sent it back to the recently elected 
new Verkhovna Rada with his remarks. Subsequently, the 
bill was revised and, on December 17, 316 votes – includ-
ing those of the president’s Servant of the People party – 
were cast in favor of the law on Plast and other scout orga-

nizations of Ukraine, with no obstacles now seen as stand-
ing in the way of President Zelenskyy’s signature.

In November, it was reported that the Ukrainian World 
Congress (UWC) together with the Embassy of Ukraine in 
Germany and the Ukrainian community in Germany had 
launched a series of initiatives designed to help raise 
awareness of the Holodomor among German elected offi-
cials, academics and civil society. The goal of the 
Holodomor Awareness Campaign was to have the German 
Bundestag recognize the Holodomor as an act of genocide 
against the Ukrainian people. Earlier that year, with the 
overwhelming support of the Ukrainian diaspora, a peti-
tion calling for recognition of the Holodomor by Germany 
obtained the required 50,000 signatures and was subse-
quently tabled for review and further recommendations 
by the Bundestag Petitions Committee. The Petitions 
Committee met on October 21 and, following a hearing on 
the issue, concluded that it requires further study. UWC 
Vice-President Stefan Romaniw, who chairs the UWC 
International Holodomor Awareness and Recognition 
Committee, commented: “We must act together in memo-
ry of the millions of victims of Stalin’s genocidal terror.” 

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy appointed 
an American lawyer as a new adviser with a mandate to 
build relations with ethnic Ukrainians living in the United 
States and elsewhere. Andrew Mac, who heads the 
Washington office of the Kyiv-based law firm Asters, was 
officially named to the position on November 5, according 
to a presidential decree. As of the end of the year, nothing 
more had been heard about the newly created position or 
the appointee.

For the past 23 years, members of Plast National Scout 
Organization of Ukraine have joined dozens of Europe’s 
scout organizations in Austria in December to receive the 
Bethlehem Peace Light. Brought from the birthplace of 
Jesus Christ, where an everlasting flame burns, by 
Austrian scouts to a prominent Viennese cathedral, this 
light of good will and peace is spread by scouts through-
out Europe. A few hours after Plast’s representative had 
received the light on December 14, a candle with the 
Bethlehem Peace Light was flown to Kyiv, where it was 
presented to the public in St. Michael’s Golden-Domed 
Monastery on December 15. Besides sharing the Peace 
Light with Ukrainian soldiers in the east, and people in 
hospitals and orphanages and churches, Plast scouts also 
brought the symbolic flame to the Verkhovna Rada on 
December 17. 

On December 6, the Bethlehem Peace Light also arrived 
in the United States, when it landed at John F. Kennedy 
International Airport in New York. During a special cere-
mony held at Our Lady of the Skies Chapel, senior mem-
bers of Plast Ukrainian Scouting Organization’s “Ti, Shcho 
Hrebli Rvut” sorority, as well as other scouts and commu-
nity representatives, received the flame for distribution 
across North America. To initiate this task, the “Hrebli” 
sorority organized and conducted a ceremony on 
December 7 at St. John the Baptist Ukrainian Catholic 
Church in Whippany, N.J., where members of the area’s 
scout organizations, including Latvian and Polish scouts, 
as well as parishioners received the Peace Light in order 

At the August 23 meeting between President Volodymyr Zelenskyy and his staff with a delegation of the Ukrainian 
World Congress led by President Paul Grod. Also part of the UWC delegation are Andriy Futey, UWC vice-presi-
dent and Ukrainian American Congress Committee president; Lenna Koszarny, UWC vice-president and chair of 
the UWC Committee for Ukraine’s Economic Development and Investment; and Serhiy Kasyanchuk, director of 

the UWC Mission in Ukraine.

Presidential Office of Ukraine

Our worldwide diaspora:
engaged and united
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 2019: THE YEAR IN REVIEW

to pass it on to others.
In 2019, the Ukrainian diaspora throughout the world 

was aligned in its thinking and focused much attention on 
rebutting the disinformation disseminated by the Russian 
Federation, as well as countering Russia’s aggression and 
malign acts in Ukraine and beyond. A number of strong 
statements were issued by the UWC, the UCCA, the UCC 
and the AFUO as they spoke with one voice in the name of 
the Ukrainian diaspora.

At the beginning of the year, on February 19, the UWC 
called upon the international community to join the 
International Action “Stop Russia’s war against Ukraine!” 
on the fifth anniversary of Russia’s aggression against 
Ukraine. The UCC remembered the fallen heroes of the 
Heavenly Hundred with a statement issued on February 
20, the fifth anniversary of the day when “more than a 
hundred Ukrainians paid the ultimate price in a battle for 
a free and democratic Ukraine.” The UCC pointed out that 
“The Heavenly Hundred stood for democratic values, fun-
damental human rights and principles that define 
Western civilization. They stood against corruption and 
the authoritarian regime.” The Australian Federation of 
Ukrainian Organizations (AFUO) noted that the Heavenly 
Hundred “created the newest history of Ukraine. They 
gave their lives protecting human rights and freedoms, the 
ideals of democracy and the European future of Ukraine.”

On May 7, the UWC condemned the violence committed 
against representatives of the Ukrainian community in 
Lisbon, Portugal, on May 5 by participants of the Russian 
initiative “Bessmertnyi Polk,” or “Immortal Regiment,” dur-
ing a rally commemorating the so-called Great Patriotic 
War (1941-1945). Members of the Ukrainian community 
were attacked for standing alongside participants of the 
rally with placards informing the people of Portugal about 
the crimes of Joseph Stalin and Russia’s military aggression 
in the Donbas region of Ukraine. The UWC called on the 
Portuguese authorities to launch an immediate investiga-
tion into the incident and urged the international commu-
nity to condemn the crimes of the Soviet totalitarian 
regime and Vladimir Putin’s hybrid war against Ukraine 
and its people both in Ukraine and around the world.

“As a result of unprecedented pressure and financial 
blackmail by the Russian Federation, the Parliamentary 
Assembly of the Council of Europe (PACE) restored the 
voting rights of the Russian Federation, ignoring the coun-
cil’s own findings that the Russian Federation had repeat-
edly violated the Statute of the Council of Europe and 
Russia’s commitments to the council,” the UCCA wrote on 
June 28, four days after the PACE vote. The Ukrainian 
American umbrella body said: “UCCA condemns the 
Council of Europe’s decision to restore full rights to Russia 
in the council, and stands with the nations of Ukraine, 
Georgia, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland and Slovakia 
following their courageous walkout of PACE. The defiant 
statement of these delegations to the European continent 
calls into question the future of the Council of Europe, 
which they see as ‘losing the trust of the people it stands 
to protect.’ ” The UCCA’s Canadian Ukrainian counterpart, 
the UCC, said of PACE’s vote: “With its decision to reinstate 
the rights of the Russian delegation, PACE has betrayed 
the Council of Europe’s principles of defense of human 
rights, democracy and rule of law. History shows that 

there is great danger in appeasement of a criminal regime. 
Appeasement inevitably begets more war and aggression.” 
The UWC said it “rebukes the Council of Europe’s decision 
to restore full rights to the Russian Federation in the 
Council, despite Russia’s continued ongoing military 
aggression against Ukraine, violations of international law, 
and human rights abuses in Ukraine, Russia and around 
the world.”

The three umbrella bodies were on the same page 
again when the fifth anniversary of the downing of 
Malaysia Airlines Flight 17 (MH17) was observed on July 
17. All 298 people aboard that flight were killed when a 
Buk anti-aircraft missile was launched from Russian ter-
rorist-controlled territory in Ukraine. “It is appalling that 
on the fifth anniversary of this criminal act of terrorism 
against innocent civilians, Russia continues to deny its 
responsibility for this tragedy. Kremlin spin doctors have 
maintained a fervent disinformation campaign with the 
goal of sowing doubt about the validity of the findings 
while attempting to transfer the blame to Ukraine and its 
authorities,” stated Ukrainian World Congress President 
Paul Grod. “Ultimate responsibility for this heinous crime 
lies with the leadership of the Russian Federation,” stated 
Alexandra Chyczij, national president of the Ukrainian 
Canadian Congress. “The international community must 
respond strongly to the threat to international peace 
posed by the Russian regime.” UCCA President Andriy 
Futey stated: “The downing of MH17 is an egregious 
example of the Kremlin’s disregard for innocent life. 
Righteousness must be delivered for the victims of this 
horrible tragedy, and the UCCA hopes that the Russian 
Federation will finally accept responsibility and fully coop-
erate with the international community so that those 
responsible are brought to justice.” 

Ukrainians around the globe were overjoyed to hear 
the news that 35 political prisoners and hostages held by 
Russia were returned to Ukraine on September 7, as part 
of a major Ukrainian-Russian prisoner exchange. 
Unfortunately, the list from the Russian side also con-
tained the name of Vladimir Tsemakh, who had com-
manded an air-defense unit of the Russian-supported mil-
itants fighting in the Donbas and who had boasted how he 
helped hide the Russian Buk missile system that shot 
down MH17. While the UWC, the UCCA and the UCC wel-
comed the release of the illegally jailed Ukrainian citizens, 
they voiced displeasure about the swap’s inclusion of cer-
tain others who had been detained by Ukraine. “Ukraine 
had to pay a high price for the freedom of its citizens – 
many of those turned over to Russia today are perpetra-
tors in Russia’s war against Ukraine and are responsible 
for war crimes and crimes against humanity. We call on 
the international community to bring these criminals to 
justice,” said Mr. Grod. Ms. Chyczij also expressed concern 
“about the plight of the many remaining Ukrainian politi-
cal prisoners who continue to be illegally incarcerated in 
Russian jails.” Her words were echoed by Mr. Futey who 
called “for the immediate release of all Ukrainian prison-
ers illegally held in Russian captivity.”

The UWC issued a media release on November 21, 
commemorating the Day of Dignity and Freedom, which 
marks the day in 2013 when “the people of Ukraine gath-
ered in the capital’s Independence Square in defense of 

their will to live freely in a democracy that respects the 
choice of the people.” UWC President Paul Grod stated: 
“The fight for freedom that began six years ago continues 
as the hybrid war of the Russian Federation against 
Ukraine persistently claims the lives of brave soldiers and 
innocent civilians alike, and a rampant disinformation 
campaign aims to discredit Ukraine and its people.” The 
UCC’s statement pointed out: “The Revolution of Dignity 
was an expression of a nation’s resolve to live in freedom, 
of the Ukrainian people’s centuries-long struggle for self-
determination. Through their courage and their unity, the 
Ukrainian people cemented their right to choose their 
own common destiny.” The UCCA hailed “the indomitable 
Ukrainian spirit” and praised “the courage and self-sacri-
fice of these Euro-Maidan protesters.” 

As the date of December 9 approached, the anxiety in 
Ukraine and the Ukrainian diaspora increased over the 
impending Normandy format summit that would bring 
together Ukraine, Russia, Germany and France in an 
attempt to revive talks aimed at attaining peace in eastern 
Ukraine. The UWC on December 2 reiterated its position 
“that Russia must be compelled to end its military aggres-
sion against Ukraine,” noting: “For more than five years, 
Russia and its proxies have been waging a bloody war 
against Ukraine, having invaded and occupied parts of 
Ukraine’s eastern Donbas region, after annexing Crimea in 
2014. Russia’s war in Ukraine has resulted in over 13,000 
deaths, 30,000 wounded and 1.5 million internally dis-
placed people, and it continues to this day.” The UWC list-
ed “red lines” that could not be crossed and expressed 
concern that doing so “will seriously impair the sovereign-
ty of the Ukrainian state, security in Europe and cause civil 
strife within the country – which is exactly Russia’s 
intent.” For its part, the UCCA repeated the points delin-
eated by the UWC, voiced trepidation about the so-called 
Steinmeier formula, and underscored that “Ukraine must 
never agree to Russian demands regarding Ukrainian elec-
tions, and any elections held in Ukraine must stand in 
accord with the Constitution and laws of Ukraine.” Both 
organizations called for peace – but not at all costs.

At the end of the year after Ukraine and the Russian-
backed “authorities” in the Donetsk and Luhansk “peo-
ple’s republics” carried out another prisoner exchange, 
whereby 76 Ukrainian were swapped for 127 people who 
were released to Russia’s proxies, the UWC reacted by cit-
ing “the real cost” of the prisoner swap. The UWC said its 
concerns “relate to the exchange by Ukraine of suspects 
accused of torturing and killing peaceful protesters during 
Ukraine’s Revolution of Dignity in 2014.” The demand by 
Russia for their release “further demonstrates its direct 
involvement in the crimes committed against the 2014 
peaceful demonstrations in Ukraine, which they continue 
to deny. This is another glaring example of the hybrid war 
Russia wages against Ukraine,” the UWC emphasized. “The 
world needs to be reminded that brave Ukrainian men 
and women continue to die and be wounded almost on a 
daily basis by Russian-controlled forces. We urge the 
international community to support Ukraine in the face of 
continued Russian hybrid aggression which takes many 
shapes and forms. Implementation of the Normandy reso-
lutions is necessary for peace in Ukraine, but it must be 
fair and not at all costs,” commented Mr. Grod.

Delegates and guests at the annual general meeting of the Ukrainian World Congress held in Berlin on September 6-8.
UWC
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by Michael A. Tomaszewsky 
and Maria Korkatsch-Groszko

The Ukrainian Youth Association is a voluntary, non-
profit youth organization that exists in Ukraine, Argentina, 
Belgium, Canada, Estonia, France, Great Britain, Germany 
and the United States. It was founded in 1917 by Mykola 
Pavlushkov, who was devoted to waging war against the 
1917 October Russian Revolution. The Ukrainian American 
Youth Association (UAYA) has been a vital entity in the life 
of Ukrainian American communities for nearly 70 years. 
Among the objectives of the UAYA is to offer Ukrainian 
youth opportunities for social interpersonal contact and 
mutual support; and, to stimulate their spiritual, intellectu-
al, social, cultural, educational and physical development. 
Each of the 28 branches in the United States and those in 
other countries, have guided Ukrainian youth toward 
becoming knowledgeable and active members of their 
Ukrainian and local communities.

Sports participation is one of the greatest resources 
available for instilling valuable emotional and physical life 
skills in youth, according to research. Any quality youth 
sports program is a positive reflection on the entire com-
munity and something everyone can be proud of. Soccer is 
a sport which is quite prevalent in Ukrainian communities 
worldwide.

In July 2019, a group of teenage soccer players repre-
senting Chicago, Detroit, New York City, Clifton, Passaic, 
Jersey City and Whippany, N.J., Yonkers, N.Y., and Stari Kuty 
(Ukraine) with their parents and families traveled to 
Ukraine for a 2nd soccer tour. This tour was aptly named 
“Ukraine Heritage Soccer Tour.” The mission of the tour 
was to share our Ukrainian heritage and culture, while fos-
tering friendships through soccer. 

The players were of Ukrainian descent and members of 
the UAYA: Lukas Holowka, Lukian Lawro, Oleksa Lawro, 
Nathaniel Maksymiw,  Gabriel Maksymiw, Daniel 
Marynevych, Mark Marynevych, Mark Schur,  Ruslan 
Semenko, John Soroka, Markian Tabatchouk, Lukian 
Tomaszewsky, Wasyl Tsukalyak, Lukian Wernyj and Luka 
Zachary. 

For most of the boys, it was their first trip to Ukraine. 
They had the opportunity to experience and strengthen 
our Ukrainian heritage and culture, while making new 
friendships through competitive soccer matches against 
local clubs and schools in Ukraine. Our travel group was 
composed of 44 people. 

During the tour, in Kyiv, the team and their families took 
the opportunity to tour the Cathedral of St. Sophia, the 
Holodomor Museum, the Museum of Folk Architecture and 
Life in Ukraine and the Klitschko Brothers Museum, to 
name just a few. Also scheduled were professionally guided 
tours of Kyiv, Irpin, Lviv, Ivano-Frankivsk and Chernivtsi. In 
Lviv, the group was hosted by Moloda Lemkivshchyna for a 
tour of historic Lviv.

In keeping with the organizational mission of interper-
sonal contact and mutual support, the team had the honor 
of visiting a military rehabilitation hospital just outside of 
Kyiv for injured soldiers from the current war with Russia 
in eastern Ukraine. The team presented gifts to the 
patients – a framed prayer poster and small tokens of our 
appreciation. The boys also had an opportunity to speak 
to some of the injured soldiers after they recounted how 
they were injured. This was particularly emotional for the 
boys who really grasped what it means to fight for free-
dom. 

As in 2017, the team visited the Caritas Children’s 
Sanatorium in Berezhany, for whom the team had pur-
chased an outdoor playground. The group was present for 
the blessing of the playground and spent an interactive 
afternoon with the children. This was yet another experi-
ence that the boys will not soon forget. They witnessed 
and realized unexpected reactions from the orphans, and 
understood how interaction and personal contact pro-
vides for positive social and cultural life skills. 

The team and families were hosted by Ukraine’s 
National Olympic Committee, the Football Federation of 
Ukraine and Mykola Movchan, Ukraine’s Deputy Minister 
of Youth and Sports, for a press conference along with 
representation from the U.S. Embassy to Ukraine prior to 
the game in Kyiv. After the press conference and exchang-
ing of gifts, individual team members had the opportunity 
to take photographs with the U-20 World Cup trophy that 
Ukraine won in June of this year. This generated much 
excitement. 

During the press conference, Michael Tomaszewsky 
said: “We are especially thankful to our hosts for such a 
warm welcoming reception that was organized in Ukraine 
and in Bohorodchany, in particular. It is with great plea-
sure that we can visit our historical homeland, and most 
importantly to learn from the local residents and our fel-
low Ukrainians. I am happy that soccer has brought us 
together, that we have an opportunity to meet here and 
make new friends. This visit will remain in our memories 
for a long time, as these young Ukrainian Americans will 
forever know where they come from.” 

The team competed in five games in Ukraine, winning 
four. The first match was a 1:4 loss against the Irpin team. 
After Irpin, the team moved onto wins against Kyiv’s Podil 
FC 2:0. Next stop was Lviv, where the team played in 
Arena Lviv and won against the Karpaty Academy team 
4:1. The fourth game was a 3:1 win against the sports 
school team in Bohorodchany, and the fifth game was 
super exciting with a win in penalty kicks against the 
Ivano-Frankivsk Sports School. 

The coaches included Taras Jaworsky, Michael 
Maksymiw and Michael A. Tomaszewsky (manager and 
organizer of the tour).

Clearly, the experience indicated that sports can bridge 
the physical distance between Ukraine and the Diaspora 
and is most instrumental in stimulating individual needs 
within the cultural, educational, social, spiritual and phys-
ical parameters of individual development. We are looking 
forward to another trip in 2021 and perhaps bringing a 
team from Ukraine soon.

REFLECTIONS

Tour players on the field of Arena Lviv before the game.

UAYA’s  Ukraine Heritage Soccer Tour 2019

over $63,000) to the Australian Red Cross.
The Australian Red Cross accepted the donations and 

recognized the huge effort of the community.
Over 350 people attended – a remarkable turnout for 

such a small community. Among them were representa-
tives of different states who attended to support the 
Ukrainian Youth Association’s dance ensemble, Zahrava, 
from Sydney, which put on wonderful show. The anniversa-
ry celebration continued into the evening.

United around the AFUO banner, churches, youth groups, 
women’s groups, and local and state communities showed 
the might of Australia’s Ukrainian community. Some com-
munity groups came up with their own campaigns that fed 
into the AFUO project: for example, the National Executive 
of the Ukrainian Youth Asso ciation initiated a dollar-for-dol-
lar program that raised over $17,000 and the Noble Park 
Branch of the Association of Ukrainians in Victoria ran a Go 
Fund Me project.

The Kolyada (carols) campaign was launched on 
January 4 and ran through January 13. 

The Australian Federation of Ukrainian Organizations 
comprises 24 community organizations throughout the 
country and acts as the spokesperson on matters concern-

ing relationships within the Ukrainian community and 
between Australia and Ukraine. According to the 2016 
Census, 48,000 people in Australia identified themselves as 
Ukrainian or of Ukrainian background. The AFUO is a 
member-organization of the Ukrainian World Congress.

Australian bushfires

Australia and Australians are familiar with bushfires. 
The fires that started in late September 2019 in New South 
Wales are still burning. Fires burning in Victoria, the neigh-
bouring state, have claimed lives and properties. At one 
stage, these two huge fires were going to merge. If that 
happened there was no way they could be controlled and 
would have burned until they reached the seaboard. 

Since the start of the 2019 fire season, a staggering 10 
million hectares has been burned, with all states and terri-
tories impacted except the Australian Capital Territory. To 
put this into perspective, in New South Wales alone, almost 
5 million hectares have been burned, which covers an area 
larger than the Netherlands. In total, the area burned is 
almost the size of England, which is 13 million hectares. 

Thus far, 25 people have died in the fires; thousands of 
homes and farming facilities have burned; over 1 billion 
animals and birds have been killed – some now face extinc-
tion. 

In addition, the insurance bill could be as high as $3.5 
billion. The Commonwealth government and state govern-

ments have set up rebuilding committees, and these have 
indicated that the full revival could take 10 years. A new 
$1.4 billion bushfire recovery fund has been created to 
help residents, businesses and farmers rebound from their 
devastating losses. 

The Aussie spirit 

In typical Australian fashion, the nation has rallied 
together. Just as the fires were unprecedented, so too the 
national support has also been unprecedented.

 Performing artists, tennis stars, Australian rule football 
teams participated in concerts and sporting events to raise 
funds. One live event of performing artists raised over $4 
million. Big business, banks and many others have stood 
up, to support bushfire relief efforts.

Things are now more or less under control, however, it 
may take months to extinguish all the fires. The irony is that, 
over past days, some fires areas have turned into flood areas.

Meanwhile, the rebuild has started, and Australia is 
open for business. 

The AFUO noted that its Kolyada campaign was intend-
ed to show support and reinforce that the Ukrainians are 
an integral part of the Australian community.

Stefan Romaniw is co-chair of the Australian Federation 
of Ukrainian Organizations and first vice-president of the 
Ukrainian World Congress.

(Continued from page 1)

Australia’s...
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St. Nicholas Eparchy Capital Campaign reaches $2 million milestone
by Oleh John Skubiak

CHICAGO – The “Building Our Faith 
Together, in Unity and with Gratitude” capi-
tal campaign of the St. Nicholas Eparchy 
began on May 12, 2019. It was undertaken 
to sustain the long-term viability of the 
eparchy and to restore the 112-year-old 
cathedral in Chicago’s Ukrainian Village, 
particularly the cupolas and roof.  Funds 
from the campaign are also designated to 
seed an endowment fund to better support 
all parishes and missions within the epar-
chy, and to further develop eparchial 
resources and the continuing education of 
priests, deacons and laity. 

We are pleased to announce that, at the 

completion of the first phase of the cam-
paign, the fund has surpassed $2 million. 
The financial goal of the campaign is $3.65 
million.

St. Nicholas Eparchy is a community of 
faithful from 43 parishes, missions and 
monasteries in the United States, ranging 
from Michigan to California and Alaska.

In light of the geographic size and dis-
persion of the parishes in the eparchy, the 
campaign was structured into three phases. 
This structure allows the campaign team to 
focus first on parishioners of St. Nicholas 
Cathedral, the “mother church” of the 
Ukrainian American community in Chicago 
and of the eparchy as a whole. 

The second phase, which we are now in, 

targets the remaining five Chicago-area 
parishes, while Phase 3 will focus on the 
remaining 37 parishes, missions and mon-
asteries in the eparchy, beginning in the 
spring.

Cathedral renovation 

We are pleased to announce that the 
renovation of St. Nicholas Cathedral has 
begun with the reconstruction of the large 
stained-glass window at the front of the 
church. The window is being removed in 
sections and will be repaired off-site by 
stained-glass specialists. It will be rein-
stalled in the spring of this year. 

In the meantime, architectural plans and 
permit applications are under way for a 
spring launch of the structural repairs on 

the rest of the exterior of the church.
Finally, as we enter the new year, it is 

with a spirit of joy and thanksgiving that we 
express our gratitude for the generous sup-
port we are receiving and hope to continue 
to receive in Phases 2 and 3. 

If you have an interest in learning more 
about the Campaign, please contact Oleh 
Skubiak at o.skubiak@icloud.com or Serge 
Michaluk at sergemichaluk@gmail.com.  If 
you are interested in contributing to this 
important capital campaign, please visit the 
St. Nicholas Eparchy website at www.esn-
cc.com and click on “Donate.”

Oleh John Skubiak is chair of the 
Stewardship Committee of St. Nicholas 
Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy.
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The beautiful interior of St. Nicholas Cathedral.

St. Nicholas Cathedral in Chicago’s Ukrainian Village.
Pete Soby/SobyVISION 

The first Ukrainian woman who climbed 
the Seven Summits was Tetiana Yalovchak, 
who also had chosen to complete the chal-
lenge by ascending Vinson’s summit two 
years before Ms. Litynska – on December 
17, 2017.

For Ms. Litynska, it all started back in 
2013, when she ascended the summit of 
South America’s highest mountain, 
Aconcagua (6,961 meters). The first step in 
this exciting journey was made on New 
Year’s Eve of that year, when Ms. Litynska 
and her husband, Denys Ougrin, reached 
the peak. At the time, they didn’t yet have 
the ambition of getting to the highest point 
of each continent. “Somewhere at the age of 
35, my husband and I were thinking we 
would soon be 40 years old. And while we 
were still in good physical strength, some-
thing had to be done that we could remem-
ber during the long winter evenings by the 
fireplace,” Ms. Litynska said of their deci-
sion to start mountaineering on a more 
advanced level.

“At first, we thought that we would get 
on Aconcagua and switch to something 
else. And when we did it, we felt it would be 
nice to try another mountain, and climbed 
Elbrus [5,642 meters]. And at the point 
when we climbed at Denali [6,194 meters], 
we thought that it is possible to execute the 
program ‘six peaks’ – without Everest, 
because it seemed too tall and unattain-
able,” she recalled. “But after the ascent of 
Denali, many Western companies that drive 
people to Everest started calling us, and we 
thought we might succeed. The fact is that 
Western European companies are trying to 
take to Everest only trained climbers who, 
in their opinion, will be able to climb to the 
top and get down from it successfully. 

Actually, my husband and I were only dis-
cussing the possibility at home when he 
posted on Facebook that we were going to 
Everest. So there was no going back.”

Ms. Litynska considers climbing a hobby 
that consumes all of her free time. 

“The main job is still my profession. 
Especially because alpine climbing is a 
costly pleasure; funds still need to be 
earned,” explained Ms. Litynska, who has 
lived in London for more than two decades. 
“I am a chief financial officer at Africa’s 
largest bank, Standard Bank. I am responsi-
ble for its investment offices in London, 
New York, Dubai, São Paulo and Beijing. I 
have been at the bank for 12 years and 
went from the control of credit derivatives 
to working with liquidity and capital. Now 
I’m the chief financial officer.”

It’s not easy to combine professional life 
with completing this mountaineering chal-
lenge. Preparations for the journeys take all 
her free time when Ms. Litynska is in 
London, and the expeditions themselves 
can last up to two months, as the Everest 
climb did. “I am lucky – my company is not 
opposed to my travels. But, as a responsible 
manager, I have to choose when to go – at 
that time, there should be no essential 
meetings or reports, no strategic changes, 
etc. It is incredible how my team cared 
about my safety during these ascents. 
Sometimes they followed the satellite 
tracker at night and checked whether I had 
climbed or gotten down safely. I am very 
proud of the team I created.”

Despite her professional success and 
such a time-consuming hobby, Ms. 
Litynska is still active in the Ukrainian 
community in the United Kingdom. She 
has been a member of Plast Ukrainian 
Scouting Organiza tion since her childhood 
in Lviv. In Plast, she led a scout group and 
organized many scout camps. She made an 
impact in developing Plast branches both 

in Lviv and in London. 
This commitment is no surprise, consid-

ering that Ms. Litynska had met her future 
husband in Plast back in the 1990s. During 
those years, they participated in many 
camps and journeys together. “My love for 
the mountains was instilled in me by Plast 
when I was a young girl living in Lviv. We 
went to the mountains a lot. The mountains 
– our Carpathians – were not that high. But 
it probably all began from those journeys.”

When Ms. Litynska began her trek to 
Mount Everest, the Seven Summit program 
was a goal for both her and her husband. 
Dr. Ougrin, a Lviv native, is a child psychia-
trist at South London and a senior lecturer 
at Kings College London. They started the 
Everest ascent together, but Dr. Ougrin was 
forced to stop along the way because of 
health issues.

Ms. Litynska is not the first strong and 
successful woman in her family. She says 
her grandmother seems to be getting 
younger and younger since she turned 100. 
Her mother, Marta Litynska, is a world-
famous chess player and holds the title of 
Woman Grandmaster. Born Marta Shul, she 
was the USSR women’s champion in 1972, 
and a runner-up three times. She also won 
the Ukrainian women’s championship in 
1967, 1977 and 1995. At the peak of her 
chess career, Marta Litynska was ranked 
fourth in the world’s chess rating.

Today Oksana Litynska is already in the 
exclusive club of some 500 people who 
have climbed the Seven Summits. But 
among the alpinism community, there is a 
discussion about which peak should be 
considered the Australian continent’s high-
est mountain. Two lists designate two dif-
ferent mountains. Ms. Litynska reached 
Mount Kosciuszko (2,228 meters) in main-
land Australia. However, another group of 
alpinists considers Indonesia’s Puncak Jaya, 
or Carstensz Pyramid (4,884 meters), the 

highest peak of Australia and Oceania, and 
include it in their variation of the Seven 
Summits list. 

It’s likely that the Indonesian mountain 
will be Ms. Litynska’s next goal. If she 
climbs Carstensz Pyramid, she will join an 
even more exclusive community of people 
who have completed both Seven Summit 
lists. Today there are fewer than 150 indi-
viduals who have achieved that feat.

“It’s about overcoming yourself, because 
those mountains have been standing for 
millions of years, and it’s not about con-
quering a mountain,” Ms. Litynska summed 
up. “We conquer ourselves, sort out our 
fears, sort out our distrust of ourselves, our 
capabilities. That’s the reason why I love 
mountains.” 

(Continued from page 1)

Litynska...

Oksana Litynska in a Plast uniform.
Courtesy of Oksana Litynska
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forces earlier this month. Foreign Minister 
Vadym Prystaiko made the call on January 
20 as the Iranian minister of roads and 
urban development was visiting Kyiv to dis-
cuss the tragedy. Mohammad Eslami’s 
“main task is to apologize and acknowledge 
what happened,” Mr. Prystaiko told report-
ers. “We hope that we can go a little further 
than just political discussions and discuss 
practical problems. Among them in particu-
lar is the return of the black boxes,” he 
added.  The  Kyiv-bound Ukraine 
International Airlines Boeing 737 crashed 
shortly after taking off from Tehran on 
January 8, killing all 176 people on board. 
Most of the victims were Iranian and 
Canadian citizens. On January 19, Canadian 
Foreign Affairs Minister Francois-Philippe 
Champagne reiterated Ottawa’s request 
that Tehran hand over the black boxes to 
France or Ukraine “as quickly as possible.” 
However, the Iranian official leading the 
investigation into the crash appeared to 
backtrack on plans to send the flight 
recorders abroad for analysis. Iranian 
media quoted Hassan Rezaeifar as saying 
the country might send the black boxes 
abroad, adding, “But as of yet, we have 
made no decision.” During his meeting with 
Mr. Eslami, President Volodymyr Zelenskyy 
said that “in the matter of clarifying the cir-
cumstances of the tragedy, the Iranian 
party had complied with most arrange-
ments,” according to Ukraine’s presidency. 
A statement said Iranian experts were 
expected to assess Ukraine’s technical abili-
ty to decode the black boxes. “I promised 
the families and relatives of the victims, I 
promised the people of Ukraine that the 
truth will be established. We must know 
what happened,” it quoted Mr. Zelenskyy as 
telling the Iranian minister. The coffins of 
the 11 Ukrainian citizens killed in the plane 
crash, including nine crew members, 
arrived in Kyiv on January 19. (RFE/RL, 
with reporting by Reuters and AFP)

Canada to help victims’ families

Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau 
says his government will provide quick 
funds to the families of 57 citizens and 29 
permanent residents of the country who 
died when a Ukrainian jetliner was shot 
down in Iran last week. Mr. Trudeau on 
January 17 said that, although Canada will 
provide $25,000 ($19,122 U.S.) to the 
Canadian-tied victims’ families, he still 
expects Iran to compensate these relatives. 
He said the immediate funds will help fami-
lies pay for funerals, travel to Iran, and 
other costs. Any funds later provided by 
Tehran will go directly to the victims’ fami-
lies, he said. “I want to be clear, we expect 
Iran to compensate these families,” Mr. 
Trudeau said. “But I have met them. They 
can’t wait weeks. They need support now.” 
The prime minister has said the downing of 
the aircraft was a “Canadian tragedy” 
because 138 of the passengers were head-
ed for Canada. It had previously been 
reported that 57 of the victims were 
Canadian citizens, mainly from the coun-
try’s large Canadian Iranian community. 
Trudeau’s remarks for the first time also 
confirmed that 29 permanent residents of 
Canada were also among the fatalities. 
(RFE/RL, with reporting by Reuters, AFP 
and DPA)

Kyiv asks OSCE to expand mission

Foreign Affairs Minister Vadym 
Prystaiko says Ukraine has asked the 
Organization for Security and Cooperation 
in Europe (OSCE) to expand its monitoring 
mission in Ukraine. Mr. Prystaiko made the 
announcement on January 20 after a meet-
ing with OSCE Chairman-in-Office Edi 
Rama. The OSCE’s Special Monitoring 
Mission has been present in Ukraine since 
2014, when fighting broke out in eastern 

Ukraine between government forces and 
Russia-backed separatists after Russia’s 
annexation of Crimea. The war has killed 
nearly 14,000 people and devastated 
Ukraine’s industrial heartland. The mis-
sion’s civilian monitors keep track in partic-
ular of the situation in the war-torn 
regions, with a special task of facilitating 
dialogue between the sides of the conflict. 
Its mandate expires on March 31. Mr. 
Prystaiko said Kyiv asked the OSCE not only 
to extend the duration of the mission, but 
to “expand its possibilities and human 
resources” and support it financially. Mr. 
Rama called the separatist conflict in east-
ern Ukraine “the most pressing challenge 
to security and stability in Europe today.” 
(RFE/RL, based on reporting by Reuters 
and Interfax)

Two soldiers killed, 10 wounded 

One Ukrainian soldier was killed and 10 
were wounded over a span of 24 hours on 
January 18 in the country’s eastern Donbas 
war zone, the Ukrainian military reported. 
A daily briefing by the military headquar-
ters the following day said Ukrainian forces 
faced six attacks along the frontline that 
included the use of drones, armored-fight-
ing vehicles, 120-millimeter mortars, gre-
nade launchers and heavy-caliber machine 
guns. Another Ukrainian serviceman was 
killed on January 15 from sniper fire in a 
conflict with Russia-backed separatists. 
Some 130 Ukrainian military personnel 
were killed in 2019 and the beginning of 
January, the Prosecutor General’s Office 
said on January 17. In the Donetsk region, 
101 service personnel were killed and 31 
in the Luhansk region. A total of seven 
Ukrainian troops have been killed since the 
beginning of this year and another 28 were 
wounded, the Defense Ministry reported. 
Russia has denied direct involvement in the 
conflict and says any Russians fighting in 
the Donbas territories are volunteers. 
(RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service)

Journalist banned from Crimea until 2054 

Russia’s Border Guard Service, a branch 
of the Federal Security Service (FSB), has 
banned Ukrainian journalist Taras 
Ibrahimov from entering Russia and the 
Russian-occupied Ukrainian region of 
Crimea until the middle of 2054. Mr. 
Ibrahimov, who works with the Crimea 
Desk of RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service, told 
RFE/RL on January 18 that he had been 
handed the order in person without expla-
nation. “I definitely believe this is connected 
with my journalism and my work for publi-
cations that actively cover the cases of 
Crimean Tatars in Crimea and in Russia,” Mr. 
Ibrahimov said. He said that he was also 
photographed and fingerprinted at the 
administrative line between Crimea, which 
Moscow annexed in 2014, and the rest of 
Ukraine. In February 2019, photographer 
Alina Smutko, who also worked with the 
Crimea Desk of RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service, 
was banned from entering Crimea and 
Russia until 2028. In November 2018, 
another Ukrainian journalist who also 
works with the Crimea Desk of RFE/RL’s 
Ukrainian Service, Alena Savchuk, was also 
banned from entering Crimea and Russia 
until 2028. Rights groups and Western gov-
ernments have denounced what they 
describe as a campaign of repression by the 
Russian-imposed authorities against 
Crimean Tatars and others who have spo-
ken out against Moscow’s military seizure 
and occupation of the peninsula. In its annu-
al global report on freedom of religion in 
2019, the U.S. Commission on International 
Religious Freedom (USCIRF) said that 
“Russian authorities continued to kidnap, 
torture, and imprison Crimean Tatar 
Muslims at will” in Russia-occupied Crimea. 
(Crimea Desk, RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service)
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women. Yuriy Otrub, a specialist at the 
National Antarctic Center, will lead the 
expedition; it will be his sixth winter at the 
research base. (RFE/RL)

Iran: Two missiles downed Ukrainian jet

Iranian officials have said that air 
defenses on high alert during heightened 
tensions after Iranian missile strikes “unin-
tentionally” fired anti-aircraft missiles at 
the Ukraine International Airlines Boeing 
737-800. The Iranian report also said 
Tehran has requested equipment from U.S. 
and French authorities to download data 
from the flight recorders but it has not yet 
received a positive response. Canada, 
Ukraine and other countries who had citi-
zens on the flight have asked Iran to send 
the flight data and voice recorders to 
experts abroad for analysis. “We hope that 
we can go a little further than just political 
discussions and discuss practical problems; 
among them in particular is the return of 
the black boxes,” Ukrainian Foreign Affairs 

Minister Vadym Prystaiko told reporters on 
January 20 after a meeting in Kyiv with the 
Iranian Minister of Roads and Urban 
Development Mohammad Eslami. 
Afghanistan, Britain, Canada, Ukraine, and 
Sweden – countries whose nationals were 
killed in the crash – issued a joint state-
ment calling for a “thorough, independent 
and transparent” investigation. Most of the 
victims were Iranian and Canadian citizens. 
Canada has said France would be the best 
place to send the black boxes because it 
was one of the few countries with the abili-
ty to read them. However, Tehran has given 
mixed signals about whether the black 
boxes would be handed over. The Iranian 
official leading the investigation, Hassan 
Rezaeifar, was quoted by the Iranian media 
as saying the country might eventually 
send the black boxes abroad, adding, “But, 
as yet, we have made no decision.” (RFE/
RL, with reporting by Reuters, AFP and 
RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service)

Ukraine presses Iran over black boxes 

Ukraine is urging Iran to return the 
black-box flight recorders of a Ukrainian 
passenger plane shot down by the Iranian 

(Continued from page 2)
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streets for those people whose names do 
not provoke conflict... Let’s keep politics out 
of this issue.”

In his address on the Day of Unity, Mr. 
Zelenskyy acknowledged that the reaction 
to his comments on New Year’s Eve showed 
that “the theme of unity is sensitive for 
every Ukrainian.” He reminded his audi-
ence that, despite the “enthusiasm and 
inspiration” 101 years ago about the 
“chance to build a united and independent 
country,” the attempt failed. “The ambitions 
of politicians prevented them from achiev-
ing true state unity... Unity not in words, but 
in deeds.” He asked: More than a hundred 
years later, have Ukrainians drawn any con-
clusions from this story?

The main lesson for Ukraine he argued, 
is that “only together are we strong.” And in 
today’s world, “the sense of nation as a 
whole emerges not only due to common 
traditions, culture and religion.” There are 
also other critical values that should unite 
the nation, he continued: “Values of integri-
ty and honesty. Good manners and toler-
ance. Values of freedom and democracy. 
The desire for economic welfare and pros-
perity. The desire to be wealthy. Values of 
respect for the law, private property and 
respect for one another.”

“I am Ukrainian,” Mr. Zelenskyy said, 
“because I live according to the law. Always 
ready to protect my homeland when need-
ed. I am a role model for the post-Soviet 
space: in defense of my rights, protection of 
the freedom of speech, the rule of law, civil 
society, zero tolerance for corruption... 
Because I am a responsible citizen. I pay 
taxes... I support equal opportunities for 
men and women. I respect the rights of rep-
resentatives of all national minorities and 
all religions.”

“A shared dream has always been a driv-
er for us,” the president said. He under-
scored: “To be strong, one must become 
united. To become united, one must be 
strong.”

A nationwide survey

And what is the reality on the ground? 
Results from a nationwide survey called 
“The 101st Anniversary of Ukraine’s Unity: 
What Unites and Separates the Ukrainians 
Most” were presented at a news conference 
in Kyiv on January 21. 

The survey was conducted in mid-
December 2019 by the Ilko Kucheriv 
Democratic Initiatives Foundation and the 
sociological service of the Razumkov 
Center in all regions of Ukraine, except 
Crimea and occupied territories of the 
Donetsk and Luhansk regions. A total of 
2,017 respondents age 18 and over were 
interviewed; the poll’s margin of error does 
not exceed 2.3 percent. The survey was 
funded as part of the MATRA project of the 
Embassy of the Netherlands. 

According to the survey, identification 
with the Ukrainian state has grown mark-
edly since the Euro-Maidan, the Revolution 
of Dignity and Russia’s aggression – from 
54 percent in December 2013 to 73 per-
cent in December 2014. 

“The overwhelming majority of the pop-
ulation of Ukraine (75 percent) considers 
themselves, first and foremost, Ukrainian 
citizens, and significantly fewer people, 16 
percent of citizens, have chosen regional 
identification (belonging to a region, city or 
village). Moreover, national identification is 
prevalent in all regions of Ukraine: the south 
(84 percent), the center (78 percent), the 
west (76 percent) and the east (66 per-
cent),” the study says. At the same time, 7 
percent of the population in Ukraine’s east-
ern regions still consider themselves pri-
marily to be citizens of the former Soviet 
Union.

Summarizing the findings, Irina 
Bekeshkina, the director of the Kucheriv 
Democratic Initiatives Foundation, told 
Hromadske Radio that same day that the 
majority of Ukrainians consider the main 
indicator of patriotism to be the love of 
their land (80 percent) and the readiness to 
defend it (64 percent), but consider com-
bating corruption (21 percent) and paying 
taxes (30 percent) to be among the least 
important attributes.

The language issue remains highly sensi-
tive, but the results of the survey suggest 
that it is not as divisive as some make out. 
Eighty-one percent of respondents agreed 
that the Ukrainian language is an important 
feature of Ukraine’s independence, and 80 
percent agreed that during working hours 
all state leaders and civil servants should 
communicate in Ukrainian. Significantly, 56 
percent of respondents unconditionally 
agreed with the second statement, while 24 
percent said they are “more likely” to agree. 
Moreover, residents of all regions of 
Ukraine agreed about the official language 
of communication among civil servants: 96 
percent in western Ukraine, 86 percent in 
the center, 71 percent in the southern 
regions, and 64 percent in Ukraine’s east.

A strong majority of Ukrainians, 69 per-
cent of respondents, believe Ukrainian 
should remain the only official language, 
while only 15 percent support the status of 
the Russian language as official in some 
regions of Ukraine, and 12 percent believe 
Russian should be a second official lan-
guage. At the same time, the majority 
believe the Russian language should not be 
restricted in any way in the private sphere. 

The significant status of the Russian lan-
guage is backed in the eastern regions, 
where there is support for Russian as a lan-
guage of communication in private life, as 
well as recognition of Ukrainian as the state 
language. However, 24 percent support the 
possibility of Russian as an official language 
in the regions, and 31 percent are in favor 
of Russian becoming the second official lan-
guage, the findings show. Most citizens also 
agree that officials should speak Ukrainian 
during working hours.

And as to the external sphere, some 64 
percent of Ukrainians support accession to 
the European Union, the largest support 
being in in the western and central regions 
of Ukraine, at 90 percent and 70 percent, 
respectively. Support for EU membership 
also prevails in the south (44 percent) and 

(Continued from page 1)

The quest...

Nadia Kredenser Bihun
Widow of Jaroslav Bihun

With deep sorrow we share the sad news that our dear Mother, 
Grandmother and Aunt passed away on January 5, 2020 in Novato, 
California, just 16 days before her 100th birthday. She was born January 
21, 1920 in Pomoryan, Ukraine. She was a long time member of the 
Ukrainian National Women’s League of America, where she held many 
leadership roles and was an active member of the Ukrainian community.

She leaves behind:
children:       Renata with her husband Richard
        Yurij with his wife Irene
grandchildren:      Nicholas with his wife Michelle
        Ulana
nieces and nephew:    Oksana Burachinsky, Irene Burak and Mark 

    Mandrusiak with their families
in-law:       Anna Leush
extended family in Ukraine, US and Canada.

Visitation and Parastas were held on January 12 at Lytwyn & Lytwyn 
Funeral Home in Union, NJ.

The divine funeral liturgy was held on January 13, 2020 at St. John 
Ukrainian Catholic Church in Newark, NJ. She was laid to rest in St. 
Andrew Cemetery in S. Bound Brook, NJ.

On the 40th day of passing, liturgies will be held in Newark, San 
Francisco, Vermont and Ukraine.

Вічная пам’ять!
In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to the following organizations, 

which our mother supported for many years:
• Ukrainian Catholic University;
  UCEF, 2247 W. Chicago Ave., Chicago, IL 60622
• The Ukrainian Museum
  222 E 6th St., New York, NY 10003

the east (43 percent) of Ukraine. 
Nevertheless, a minority still favor joining 
the Eurasian Economic Union: 23 percent 
in the south and 24 percent in the east. An 
even larger group, 33 percent in both the 
south and the east, remains undecided.

As noted in the survey’s press release: 
“Since 2013, the share of citizens support-
ing EU membership has grown from 46 
percent in December 2013 to 57 percent in 
Decem ber 2014, gradually increasing to 64 
percent in December 2019. At the same 
time, the share of those who support join-
ing the Customs Union of Russia, Belarus 
and Kazakhstan sharply decreased: from 
36 percent in 2013 to 16 percent in 2014, 
continuing to decline to 13 percent in 
December 2019.”

What is particularly significant, accord-
ing to the results of the poll, is that more 

than half of the population supports NATO 
membership for Ukraine. A total of 51 per-
cent of Ukrainians now believe that joining 
NATO is the best security option for Ukraine 
– the highest share thus far recorded in 
opinion polls. Nevertheless, “Some 26 per-
cent are in favor of non-aligned status, while 
support for a military alliance with Russia 
and other CIS countries stands at a 6 per-
cent,” the survey revealed. The poll also con-
firmed that significant regional differences 
on the issue remain: NATO membership is 
supported in the western (80 percent) and 
central (54 percent) regions, while the 
southern (42 percent) and eastern (43 per-
cent) parts of Ukraine opt for Ukraine’s neu-
tral status. At present, only about a third of 
the population in the south and the east (34 
percent and 29 percent, respectively) opt 
for Ukraine’s accession to NATO. 

DEATH ANNOUNCEMENTS
Death announcements should be sent to the Advertising Department by 

e-mail to adukr@optonline.net or by fax to 973-644-9510.

Deadline: Tuesday noon before the newspaper’s date of issue.

For further information call 973-292-9800, ext. 3040.
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performance was confused, because the decision about a 
government’s resignation is the prerogative of the 
Verkhovna Rada and not the president.

 “Zelenskyy has a very primitive, I mean a simple, under-
standing of economic processes,” says a voice similar to Mr. 
Honcharuk’s. “He understands: there is a balance of pay-
ments, which has not improved much, and the hryvnia has 
strengthened, anomalously. He is seeking an answer to this 
question... He has no answer.” And to explain this, the 
speaker suggests that the hryvnia had strengthened due to 
the confidence of the population, because earlier distrust 
had made it economically weaker. “He [the president] 
doesn’t have that answer in his head,” continues the voice 
on the recording. “We have to show it, and we have to... to 
look very, let’s say, realistic. Honestly, as long as we don’t 
have an answer to this question in the president’s head, 
he’ll have an empty place there...”

The recordings appeared on the night of January 15 on a 
YouTube channel called “How to Cheat the President” that 
was created the same day. On the recording, voices similar 
to those of Prime Minister Honcharuk, Minister of Finance 
Oksana Markarova, and National Bank of Ukraine deputy 
governors Kateryna Rozhkova and Dmytro Solohub speak 
about the situation in the economy and how to explain it to 
President Zelenskyy. The conversation allegedly took place 
on December 16, 2019.

In one of the most quotable phrases from the conversa-
tion, a voice similar to Mr. Honcharuk’s says he is a lawyer 
and admits that he himself is an ignoramus in the field of 
economics. 

The leak was the first in a series. The second one, from 
the same meeting, appeared later that day, and the third 
was leaked the following morning. On all of them, partici-
pants are heard discussing an upcoming meeting with the 
president and financial predictions for the future.

After the recording was released and media spread the 
news, a rumor appeared that Mr. Honcharuk was resigning 
as prime minister.  Next came a statement, released by the 
Cabinet of Ministers, which said that the ministers do not 
have any information about authentication of audio or 
video distributed on the Internet, and that any information 
about Mr. Honcharuk’s resignation is invalid. 

However, on the morning of January 17, Mr. Honcharuk 
submitted a letter of resignation to Volodymyr Zelenskyy.

 “In recent days, you have all witnessed the events 
unfolding around files assembled from snippets of govern-
ment meetings and leaked on the Internet. Their content 
artificially creates the idea that my team and I do not 
respect the president, who is our political leader,” Mr. 
Honcharuk  posted on Facebook on January 17. “Many 
groups of influence, seeking access to cash flows, benefit 
from it. But this is not true. I came to this post to execute the 
president’s program. He is a model of honesty and decency 
for me. However, to take away any doubt about our respect 
and confidence in the president, I wrote a resignation letter 
and submitted it to the president with the right to bring it 
into Parliament,” Mr. Honcharuk explained. “He is a man in 
whom the Ukrainians have expressed unprecedented confi-
dence. And he has the right to evaluate the effectiveness of 
every member of his team which is changing the country.”

Mr. Honcharuk also took advantage of the great attention 
generated by the leak to communicate other messages. He 
began his Facebook post with a summary of achievements: 
“In the last four months, the president’s team has worked 
hard to change the country. In this short period, we have 
succeeded in completing many tasks. On various fronts, we 
prepared our gas transmission system for the transition to 
European rules, which allowed us to sign a new transit 
agreement and reduce the payment for heating for most 
Ukrainians by up to 30 percent; we replaced the top execu-
tives of state authorities; we successfully negotiated with 
the International Monetary Fund and reached a working-
level agreement. All these allowed Ukraine to improve its 
position significantly in international rankings and halve the 
value of hryvnia loans from 18 percent to 9 percent.”

Mr. Honcharuk added that his team had also prepared a 
“solid foundation for the country’s development in 2020” – 
in particular, to launch several online services in the com-
ing months that “will forever simplify people’s lives.” The 
prime minister said the main challenge is to overcome cor-
ruption in the public sector, saying that “in a few months it 
is difficult to destroy criminal schemes that have been built 
for decades.” He called his Cabinet “a team of decent peo-
ple” and assured that “there is no corruption at the top 
level in the government.”

The Presidential Office rapidly confirmed it had received 
the prime minister’s resignation letter. “The head of state 
will consider the mentioned statement. The Presidential 
Office of Ukraine will inform additionally about the results 
of the review,” the office reported on social media. 

According to Article 15 of the Law on the Cabinet of 
Ministers, the prime minister has the right to declare his 

resignation to the Verkhovna Rada, and the Rada must con-
sider the matter no later than on the 10th day after the res-
ignation letter is received if it is received during a regular 
session of the Verkhovna Rada, and no later than the first 
plenary week of the next regular session if such a state-
ment is received during the inter-sessional period. The 
prime minister is dismissed from the date of the decision 
on his resignation at the plenary session of the Verkhovna 
Rada. The Rada’s decision to dismiss the prime minister 
results in the resignation of the entire government. 
According to Ukrainian law, the issue of a government res-
ignation cannot be considered within a year of the approv-
al of the Cabinet’s program of activities. Thus, the 
Honcharuk government should be safe until October 2020.

On the evening of January 17, the Presidential Office 
posted a video of Mr. Zelenskyy’s dialogue with the prime 
minister, during which the president said that Mr. 
Honcharuk’s Cabinet “should be given a chance.” At the 
same time, Mr. Zelenskyy set several tasks for the head of 
the government, appointed by the parliamentary coalition 
and accountable to the Verkhovna Rada. Judging by the 
tone of the conversation, these tasks are a condition for the 
continued existence of the current Cabinet of Ministers.

“I have decided to give you and your government a 
chance if you decide on certain things that are very impor-
tant today and are of concern to our society,” Mr. Zelenskyy 
said, addressing Mr. Honcharuk. The head of state made it 
clear that he opposes the resignation of the government in 
the current conditions. “Now it is not the time to shake the 
country economically and politically,” the president empha-
sized. 

Mr. Zelenskyy also made it clear that he was expecting the 
resignation of some ministers without specifying to whom 
he was referring. “I ask you very much to find weaknesses 
and to replace these or those heads of ministries due to their 
professional data,” the president told the prime minister.

Mr. Honcharuk, in turn, thanked the president for his 
trust and promised to prepare an interim report on the 
work of the Cabinet of Ministers by February 4 and submit 
it to the Verkhovna Rada. According to Mr. Honcharuk, the 
national deputies will be presented with the “concept of a 
strengthened government” and its partial organizational 
reformatting.

In the meantime, President Zelenskyy ordered the 
Security Service of Ukraine (known by its Ukrainian acro-
nym SBU) to get him the names of those responsible for the 
recording in Mr. Honcharuk’s office. He gave the SBU two 
weeks to find out who is behind the leak.

(Continued from page 1)
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 COMMUNITY CHRONICLE

WILMINGTON, Del. – Bishop Andriy Rabiy posed with the Rev. Volodymyr Klanichka, pastor, and the parishioners 
of St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church in Wilmington, Del., on January 19 after the Sunday liturgy. Afterwards, 
the faithful had a traditional “Prosfora” luncheon in the parish hall. In the past few months, St. Nicholas parish has 
been honored to be visited by Archbishop-Metropolitan Borys Gudziak as well as Bishop emeritus Basil Losten and 
recently retired Bishop John Bura.

– Eugene Serba

Bishop Andriy Rabiy visits Wilmington parish

NEW HAVEN, Conn. – On Sunday, December 29, 2019, 
the School of Ukrainian Studies (Ridna Shkola) at St. 
Michael the Archangel Ukrainian Catholic Church invited 
children, young and old, to its annual St. Nicholas pag-
eant. Many parishioners and friends came to the festive 
gathering to greet St. Nicholas. The pageant was a way 
to enjoy each other’s company and to meet the teachers 
at an open house.

– Paul A. Zalonski

St. Nicholas program 
held in New Haven
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Through May 9 Youth soccer and volleyball clinic, Ukrainian Sports Club 
New York N.Y., Saint George Academy School Gymnasium, 
 www.facebook.com/YCK1947 or www.ukrainiansportsclubny.com

January 29 Film screening, “The Gateway, 2017” by Volodymyr Tykhy,
New York Ukrainian Film Club at Columbia University, Deutsches
 Haus, www.columbia.edu/cu/ufc or 212-854-6525 

February 1 Boston Malanka, “Welcome to the Roaring Twenties,” 
Boston Ukraine Global Scholars, Venezia Restaurant Boston, 
 www.bostonmalanka.com

February 1 Banquet and Ball with Presentation of Debutantes, 
Philadelphia Ukrainian Engineers’ Society of America (Philadelphia 
 Chapter), Grand Ballroom, The Bellevue Hotel, 
 610-277-1284 or hewka@verizon.net

February 1 Symposium on Dr, Yuriy Tarnawsky, Shevchenko 
New York Scientific Society, 212-254-5130

February 1 “Music of Old Ukraine,” Music at the Institute, with 
New York Julian Kytasty (bandura) and Roman Turovsky (lute),
 Ukrainian Institute of America, 212-288-8660 or
 www.ukrainianinstitute.org

February 1, 8 Gerdany Workshop, with instruction by Stephanie 
Somerset, NJ Milinichik Milan, Ukrainian History and Education 
 Center, info@ukrhec.org or 732-356-0132

February 6 Book presentation by Anna Procyk, “Giuseppe Mazzini’s 
New York Young Europe and the Birth of Modern Nationalism in 
 the Slavic World,” Columbia University, 212-854-4697
 or ukrainianstudies@columbia.edu

February 7 Performance, National Symphony Orchestra of Ukraine,
Richmond, VA Carpenter Theater, 804-592-3330

February 7 Film screening, “Julia Blue” by Roxy Toporowych, 
Cambria, CA Cambria Film Festival, J. Buckley Theater, 
 www.juliabluethemovie.com

February 7 Presentation by Sir Rodric Baithwaite, “Policy-Making 
Stanford, CA and Intelligence: A Cold War Story,” Stanford University, 
 https://creees.stanford.edu

February 7 Art exhibit, “How Can Art Fight Back? Refugee Artists 
Chicago and the Ukrainian Crisis,” Ukrainian Institute of Modern 
 Art, www.uima-chicago.org

February 8 Chervona Kalyna Cotillion Ball, Plast Ukrainian Scouting 
Pearl River, NY Organization, Hilton Pearl River, 845-735-9000 or 
 www.kalynadeb.org

February 8 Film screening, “Julia Blue” by Roxy Toporowych, 
Cambria, CA Cambria Film Festival, Cambria Center for the Arts
 Theater, www.juliabluethemovie.com

February 9 Performance, “Romeo and Juliet,” National Ballet 
Brooklyn, NY Theater of Odesa, Kings Theater, 718-856-8462 or 
 www.kingstheatre.com

February 9 Book reading and signing, “Monte Rosa: Memoir of an 
New York Accidental Spy” by Jaroslaw Martyniuk and “Escapes: A 
 True Story” by Darian Diachok, The Ukrainian Museum,
 www.ukrainianmuseum.org or 212-228-0110 

February 15 Plast Cleveland Debutante Ball, Plast Ukrainian Scouting 
Cleveland Organization, Embassy Suites Hotel Cleveland-Rockside, 
 plastcledeb@gmail.com

February 15 Washington DC Ukrainian Debutante Ball, Taras 
Washington Shevchenko School of Ukrainian Studies of Greater 
 Washington, The Washington Group, Omni Shorham Hotel,
 www.ukrainianschooldc.org or zabavadc@gmail.com 

February 15 Spaghetti Dinner, Ukrainian American Youth 
Syracuse, NY Association, Ukrainian National Home, 
 events@syrucc.org or 315-478-9272

February 16 Pre-Lenten Dinner, St. Vladimir Ukrainian Greek 
Scranton, PA Catholic Church, 570-503-1514 (take-out and 
 reservations only)

February 21 Presentation/book signing, “Why Soldiers Miss War” by 
Buffalo, NY Nolan Peterson, Dnipro Ukrainian Cultural Center, 
 716-856-4476

February 22 Presentation of Debutantes, Ukrainian American Youth
Rye Brook, NY  Association, Hilton Westchester Hotel, www.cym.org/us/deb

February 29 Performance, National Symphony Orchestra of Ukraine, 
Columbia, MO Jesse Auditorium, University of Missouri, 573-882-3781

Entries in “Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to events 
advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome submissions 
from all our readers. Items will be published at the discretion of the editors 
and as space allows. Please send e-mail to mdubas@ukrweekly.com.

Please wear your “Vyshyvanky” to the Awards Ceremony.

Visit our website at www.klkusa.com or contact Andrew Hadzewycz 
for registration forms or information at: hadzewycz@optonline.net

KLK Cordially Invites Members, Family & Friends 
To Our Annual KLK Ski Races & Winter Weekend 

Date:  Saturday, February 29, 2020
Place: HUNTER MOUNTAIN, NY

Registration begins bright & early at 8:00 AM
Opening ceremony begins at 9:45 AM
Races begin at approximately 10:00 AM
Snowboarders welcome 

Dinner and Awards Ceremony:  
Coppertree Restaurant at Hunter Mountain
Time: 7:00 PM

for registration forms or information at: for registration forms or information at: hadzewycz@optonline.netfor registration forms or information at: 

Adults & teens age 15 & over: $50.00.  
Children age 14 & under $10.00. 
Children and young adults to age 22 free if KLK members. 

Putin in Moscow, on January 11, Mr. Putin 
insisted at their joint press conference that 
the “Minsk agreements have no alternative 
[incidentally a typical Merkel expression]. 
We understand all the complexities of 
Ukraine’s internal politics, but the Minsk 
agreements must be implemented” 

(Kremlin.ru, January 11, 2020). For her 
part, Ms. Merkel expected “further prog-
ress at the next [Normandy] summit, in the 
sequence foreseen by the Minsk agree-
ments” (Bundeskanzlerin.de, January 12). 
No hint at “elasticity” there.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 2)

Normandy...

ing war on Ukraine through this move, but 
he is also placing Russia in conflict with the 
United Nations, all international bodies and 
democratic countries. This is true as a gen-
eral principle, since no country can be 
allowed to claim its “right” to violate inter-
national law. 

The situation, however, will become 
especially acute if, as excepted, Russia 
seeks to “enshrine” its illegal land-grab in 
the Constitution. The West’s reaction to 
Russia’s invasion and annexation of 

Crimea was pitifully weak in 2014, and 
became even weaker in June 2019 when 
the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council 
of Europe capitulated to Russia and 
allowed its return, despite all the reasons 
for the sanctions against it being still in 
place. 

Those who supported Russia’s return 
then and who advocate “normalization” of 
relations with a country waging unde-
clared war against Ukraine repeat, mantra-
like, the claim that ‘”dialogue is needed.” 
What dialogue would they propose – save 
a second shameful Munich Agreement – 
once Russia flagrantly asserts its “sover-
eign right” to spit on all international law? 

(Continued from page 3)

Putin has declared...

Correction
Due to a technical error, two January 25 events in New York that were listed 
in “Out & About” were conflated. They should have appeared as follows: 
• Conversation with filmmaker Oleh Sentsov and Nina Khrushcheva, “Activism 
Rising: Ukraine at a Turning Point,” PEN America, New York University, 212-
992-6575 or www.eventbrite.com/e/activism-rising-ukraine-at-turning-point-
tickets-89073243469
• Book presentation and signing, “Giuseppe Mazzini’s Young Europe and the 
Birth of Modern Nationalism in the Slavic World” by Anna Procyk, Ukrainian 
Institute of America, 212-288-8660 or www.ukrainianinstitute.org
The correction was made online.



No. 4THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY      SUNDAY, JANUARY 26, 202024

PREVIEW OF EVENTS
Saturday, February 1

NEW YORK: The Shevchenko Scientific 
Society invites all to a Symposium dedicated 
to Dr. Yuriy Tarnawsky (born 1934), an emi-
nent Ukrainian poet, prose writer, literary crit-
ic, member of the New York Group of poets 
and avant-garde Ukrainian diaspora writers, 
and co-founder and co-editor of the journal 
New Poetry, as well as a member of the U.S. 
innovative writers’ collaborative Fiction 
Collective. He writes fiction, poetry, plays, 
translations and criticism in both Ukrainian 
and English. His works have been translated 
into Azerbaijani, Czech, French, German, 
Hebrew, Italian, Polish, Portu guese, Romanian 
and Russian. Participants are: George G. 
Grabowicz, Vasyl Makhno and Iryna 
Shuvalova. The symposium will take place at 
the society’s building, 63 Fourth Ave. 
(between Ninth and 10th streets) at 5 p.m. For 
additional information, call 212-254-5130.
Thursday, February 6

NEW YORK: Please join the Ukrainian 
Studies Program and the East Central 
European Center at the Harriman Institute 
for a presentation by Prof. Anna Procyk of her 
book “Giuseppe Mazzini’s Young Europe and 
the Birth of Modern Nationalism in the Slavic 
World” (University of Toronto Press, 2019). 
The book examines the intellectual currents 
in Eastern Europe that attracted educated 

youth after the Polish Revolution of 1830. 
Focusing on the political ideas brought to the 
Slavic world from the West by Polish émigré 
conspirators, Dr. Procyk explores the core 
message that the Polish revolutionaries car-
ried, a message based on the democratic 
principles espoused by Young Europe’s 
founder, Mazzini. This event will take place at 
noon in the Marshall D. Shulman Seminar 
Room (Room 1219, International Affairs 
Building, 420 W. 118th St). The event is free 
and open to the public. For additional infor-
mation call 212-854-4697.

Sunday, February 9

NEW YORK: Join us at 2 p.m. for readings 
and signing by the authors of two books: 
“Monte Rosa: Memoir of an Accidental Spy” 
by Jaroslaw Martyniuk – a compelling narra-
tive about the author’s life from the outbreak 
of World War II to the fall of the Soviet Union 
in 1991, starting in Ukraine and ending in 
Paris; and “Escapes: A True Story” by Darian 
Diachok – a tale of one Ukrainian couple’s 
struggle to overcome incredible obstacles 
after the outbreak of World War II. The intro-
duction will be by Prof. Alexander Motyl 
(Rutgers-Newark). Books will be available 
for purchase. Admission: $10, includes light 
reception. The Ukrainian Museum is located 
at 222 E. Sixth St.; telephone,, 212-228-0110; 
website, www.ukrainianmuseum.org.

PREVIEW OF EVENTS GUIDELINES
Preview of Events is a listing of Ukrainian community events open to the public. It is a ser-
vice provided at minimal cost ($20 per listing) by The Ukrainian Weekly to the Ukrainian 
community.  Items must be no more than 100 words long. 
Preview items must be received no later than one week before the desired date of 
publication. Please include payment for each time the item is to appear and indicate 
date(s) of issue(s) in which the item is to be published. 
Information should be sent to preview@ukrweekly.com. When e-mailing, please do not 
send items as attachments – simply type the text into the body of the e-mail message. 
Preview items and payments may be mailed to: Preview of Events, The Ukrainian Weekly, 
2200 Route 10, P.O. Box 280, Parsippany, NJ 07054.


