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by Bohdan Nahaylo

KYIV – On March 30 and 31, the 
Ukrainian Parliament finally delivered on 
two crucial issues set as preconditions by 
the International Monetary Fund in order 
for the country to receive financial support 
of up to $8 billion to help offset the effects 
of the coronavirus pandemic and its devas-
tating impact on Ukraine’s fragile economy.

The first involved the adoption in its first 
reading of the so-called “banking” or “anti-
Kolomoisky” bill named after the notorious 
billionaire oligarch who wants to recover 
Ukraine’s largest bank, PrivatBank. It was 
nationalized in 2016 after he allegedly 
embezzled $5.5 billion from it. The new leg-
islation has been designed to ensure that 
Mr. Kolomoisky and others who bankrupted 
banks won’t have them returned or receive 
compensation at the taxpayers’ expense.

But the second was no less important, 
and in a historical sense probably more sig-
nificant. It saw the breaking of a psycholog-
ical taboo inherited from the Soviet period, 
which had been fostered for self-serving 
political and business purposes ever since 
by powerful forces with vested interests: 
the opening up of the country’s land mar-
ket to privatization. A moratorium on this 
issue had been in place since 2001, having 
been regularly extended.

The World Bank and others viewed this 
ban as an unduly conservative and unwar-
ranted impediment to Ukraine realizing its 
economic potential. It estimated that the 
moratorium has deprived Ukraine’s econo-
my of billions of dollars in land taxes and 
investment in agriculture.

Furthermore, in May 2018 the European 
Court of Human Rights declared that the 
moratorium on farmland sales violated 
Ukrainians’ human rights as Ukrainian 
farmers – an estimated 7 million of them – 
because they were not allowed to manage 
their property freely. 

In 2018, a coalition of 39 companies and 
over 1,500 agricultural producers peti-
tioned for the abolition of the land morato-
rium. In September of that year President 
Petro Poroshenko reminded the Ukrainian 
Parliament that the land moratorium was 
not in line with Ukraine’s European strategy 
and had been condemned by the European 
Court of Human Rights. Nevertheless, for 
three years in a row, he authorized the 
extension of the land moratorium. 

In December 2018, with presidential 
elections looming, Ukraine’s Parliament, 
the Verkhovna Rada, passed a law prolong-
ing the ban until January 2020. The main 
argument was the lack of a proper mecha-
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Breakthrough in Ukraine’s 
land privatization saga

(Continued on page 8)

by Roman Tymotsko

KYIV – The Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine 
on March 30 dismissed Minister of Health 
Illya Yemets and Minister of Finance Ihor 
Umansky, in accordance with the submis-
sion of Prime Minister Denys Shmyhal. 

Later, the Ukrainian Parliament support-
ed the government’s nominations for health 
minister, Maxym Stepanov, and finance min-
ister, Serhii Marchenko, during an extraordi-
nary session of the legislature initiated by 
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy.

“Ilya Yemets and Ihor Umansky are pro-

fessionals who are capable of implement-
ing long-term reforms. But now the coun-
try needs immediate action. That is why it 
was decided to submit to the Verkhovna 
Rada resolutions on the dismissal of the 
minister of health and the minister of 
finance,” Prime Minister Denys Shmyhal 
commented, while expressing his hope that 
Messrs. Yemets and Umansky would con-
tinue to help the government team. 

Apart from that, Mr. Shmyhal noted that 
the current Cabinet of Ministers had been 

Verkhovna Rada dismisses two crucial ministers
and approves their replacements amid pandemic

(Continued on page 27)

Ukraine’s new minister of health, Maxym Stepanov.
Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine

“Heroes of Liberty” congressional event dedicated to Ukraine’s veterans
UNIS

WASHINGTON – In mid-March, the United 
States Congress witnessed a unique briefing 
dedicated to the plight of Ukrainian veterans 
who served on the frontlines in defending 
Ukraine against Russia’s aggression. 

The honorary co-hosts of the event were 
the Congressional Ukraine Caucus and the 
Senate Ukraine Caucus, while sponsors 
included the Ukrainian Congress Committee 
of America (UCCA), Pylyshenko Family 
Foundation, United Ukrainian American 
Relief Committee (UUARC), Embassy of 
Ukraine in the U.S.A., Ukrainian American 
Community Foundation of the Ukrainian 
Federal Credit Union Foundation and 
OliaFilm. 

UCCA Executive Vice-President and 
Ukrainian National Information Service 
(UNIS) Director Michael Sawkiw Jr. moder-
ated the panel discussion, which brought 
together hierarchs and clergy, government 
officials from Ukraine, members of 
Congress, representatives of NGOs, U.S. 

administration officials and the Ukrainian 
American Veterans (UAV).

In his opening remarks, Mr. Sawkiw 
spoke of the significance of being a veteran 
of the current war in Ukraine: “This war, a 
war of Russian aggression, came about not 
by the will of the Ukrainian people. But the 
might and strong will of the Ukrainian peo-
ple have stood fervently in defense of their 
country from Russia’s 2014 illegal annexa-
tion of the Crimean peninsula and [Vladimir] 
Putin’s invasion of eastern Ukraine.” 

Quoting the South African human rights 
activist Archbishop Desmond Tutu – “If you 
are neutral in situations of injustice, you 
have chosen the side of the oppressor” – Mr. 
Sawkiw related that the purpose behind the 
congressional briefing was to prevent com-
placency about the Russian aggression 
against Ukraine that has occurred since 
February 2014 and continues to this day.

Rep. Marcy Kaptur (D-Ohio), co-chair of 
the Congressional Ukraine Caucus, reiterat-

(Continued on page 8)

Panelists at the congressional briefing (from left): Roman Fontana and Darren 
Holowka, Ukrainian American Veterans; Bishop Stepan Sus, Ukrainian Greek-
Catholic Church; Henry Huntley, senior advisor to the executive director at the U.S. 

Department of Veterans Affairs. 

UNIS
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Ukraine records 804 coronavirus cases

Ukraine’s Health Ministry on April 2 said 
the number of confirmed coronavirus cases 
had reached 804, including 20 deaths. 
Thirteen people have recovered. Mean-
while, a second transport of medical equip-
ment arrived in Kyiv from China on March 
29. The plane carrying 300,000 respirators, 
35,000 protection suits and 1.8 million sur-
gical masks landed at Boryspil airport, said 
Kirill Tymoshenko, the deputy head of the 
Presidential Office of Ukraine. The emer-
gency situation declared by Ukraine’s gov-
ernment remains in effect and has been 
extended through April 24. (RFE/RL)

107 confirmed COVID-19 cases in Kyiv

In Kyiv, there are 107 confirmed corona-
virus cases, Mayor Vitali Klitschko told 
reporters on April 1. Mr. Klitschko said 
fines for people with COVID-19 who do not 
self-isolate range from $600 to $1,200. 
Police and National Guard are now ran-
domly checking the temperatures of driv-
ers and passengers of cars entering the city. 
Internal Affairs Minister Arsen Avakov said 
on March 30 that Ukraine’s coronavirus 
quarantine could last through May 12. 
(Ukrainian Canadian Congress Daily 
Briefing, Ukraine Business News) 

Coronavirus cases in Ukraine’s regions

The Public Health Center of Ukraine’s 
Health Ministry on April 2 reported that 
coronavirus cases were confirmed in the 
following regions: Vinnytsia region – 51 
cases; Volyn region – 10; Dnipropetrovsk 
region – 10; Donetsk region – seven; 
Zhytomyr region – six; Zakarpattia region – 
one; Zaporizhia region – 19; Ivano-
Frankivsk region – 74; Kirovohrad region – 
seven; Kyiv city – 160; Kyiv region – 64; Lviv 
region – 11; Luhansk region – three; Odesa 
region – 14; Poltava region – five; Rivne 
region – 19; Sumy region – 26; Ternopil 
region – 106; Kharkiv region – one; Kherson 
region – four; Khmelnytsky region – six; 
Chernivtsi region – 143; Cherkasy region – 
54; and Chernihiv region – three. The virus 
reference laboratory of the Public Health 
Center and regional laboratory centers test 
the samples of suspected persons and 
established contact persons. In all, 3,834 
samples have been tested. (Ukrinform)

UGCC ready to help in coronavirus fight

The Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church is 
ready to work closely with doctors and can 
provide them with premises on its church 
properties if  necessary, Patriarch 
Sviatoslav, primate of the UGCC, stated on 
March 22 in his sermon. “Dear health work-
ers, you are on the frontline today, you sac-
rifice your health and life to save the health 
and life of sick people in need. Your Church 
is with you! We are praying for you,” he 
said. The patriarch assures that the Church 
will do everything possible to prevent the 
point at which doctors will have to decide 
who should live and who should die due to 
the lack of medical supplies. “In the days of 
the Maidan, all our parishes, churches, 
monasteries were opened and immediately 
turned into hospitals, underground hospi-
tals. If needed, the entire ecclesial and spiri-
tual space will become the hospitals where 
we will save human lives together with you. 
But you are to teach us how to do it. We are 
able to learn quickly and well so that 
together with you we can save the life of a 
person who is dying,” said Patriarch 
Sviatoslav. On March 26, Patriarch 
Sviatoslav met with the Prime Minister 
Denys Shmyhal on the premises of the 
Government Building of Ukraine. The 
prime minister thanked the UGCC leader 
for understanding the situation and impor-
tant decisions in support of government 
initiatives aimed at minimizing the damage 
that this pandemic is capable of causing. 
The patriarch informed the head of govern-
ment about the measures already taken in 
this situation. In particular, he spoke about 
the creation of a coordination center for 
metropolitanates, eparchies and exarchates 
of the Church, and the possibilities that the 
Church can already offer to help save peo-
ple, namely: rehab and medical centers, 
pastoral centers, educational institutions 
and other property. It was emphasized that 
the Church is already serving the communi-
ty with medical chaplains and volunteers, 
and is ready to develop and coordinate this 
ministry appropriately in today’s new cir-
cumstances. At the end of the meeting, 
Patriarch Sviatoslav stressed that it is 
important for the religious community, 

(Continued on page 12)
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by Vladimir Socor
Eurasia Daily Monitor

The meeting of the Minsk-based Contact 
Group, held by videoconference on March 
24-26, had been expected to officially cre-
ate a new negotiating forum, named the 
Consultative Council – in fact, an accretion 
to the Minsk Contact Group on the conflict 
in eastern Ukraine. The meeting, however, 
did not finalize that decision, as Kyiv 
demurred at the last moment. Officials in 
Kyiv declared that signing the documents 
by videoconference would have been 
“physically impossible” (see accompanying 
article on page 3).

Russia’s presidential envoy, Dmitry 
Kozak, had initiated the plan and prepared 
the documents for the Contact Group’s pre-
ceding meeting, on March 11, in Minsk. The 
Ukrainian presidential envoy, Andriy 
Yermak, accepted the plan; both presiden-
tial envoys shepherded the documents 
through the Contact Group for preliminary 
approval. The documents were kept secret, 
pending the final approval that was expect-
ed on March 25 but did not materialize. 
However, the documents’ full text leaked to 
the Ukrainian media (Dzerkalo Tyzhnia, 
March 12).

The “foreign affairs ministries” in 
Donetsk and Luhansk sounded as pleased 
with the preliminary approval of the 
Consultative Council as they sounded dis-
appointed by the halt at the Contact 
Group’s videoconference (Donetskoye 
Agentstvo Novostey, Dan-news.info and 
Luganskinformtsentr, Lug-info.com, March 
11, 25; TASS, March 11, 25).

The Contact Group’s March 11 meeting 
in Minsk was unprecedented in significant 
ways. For the first time in the Contact 
Group’s six-year existence, officials on such 
a high level as Messrs. Kozak and Yermak 
attended a meeting and countersigned the 
documents. The delegates from Donetsk 
and Luhansk were allowed to sign with the 
formula “plenipotentiary representatives.” 
This is highly unusual, probably unprece-
dented, and a symbolic step toward quasi-
recognition of the “certain areas’ ” right to 
have their “plenipotentiaries” accredited, 
on par with recognized diplomats, in the 
Minsk process. The Donetsk and Luhansk 
“plenipotentiaries” signed the document 
alongside Ukraine’s former President 
Leonid Kuchma, Russia’s Ambassador 
Azamat Kulmukhametov, the Organization 
for Security and Cooperation in Europe’s 
(OSCE) special representative Heidi Grau 
(Swiss diplomat), as well as Messrs. Kozak 
and Yermak.

The Consultative Council would include 
the same five actors as the Contact Group, 
but it defines their status in different ways. 
The status changes clearly favor the triple-
headed Russian side – to Ukraine’s disad-
vantage.

According to the founding document 
(Dzerkalo Tyzhnia, March 12), the Consul-
tative Council would officially cast the 
Ukrainian side and Russia’s proxies as 
coequal parties on two levels: that of an 
inner-Ukrainian conflict and that of a direct 
dialogue between them, implying de facto 
recognition of Russia’s proxies. Russia is 
positioned officially as an impartial observ-
er, relieved of its responsibility as a party to 
the conflict (indeed the conflict’s organizer).

The council would function within the 
Contact Group’s own working group on 
political affairs, as per the founding docu-
ment. Based on parity and direct dialogue 

between Kyiv and Donetsk-Luhansk, the 
Consultative Council would work out 
“political and legislative decisions” for 
implementing the Minsk “agreements” in 
Ukraine’s legislation. Evidently, it can refer 
such decisions to the Contact Group’s polit-
ical working group; but just as obviously, it 
can short-circuit the Contact Group by 
means of direct negotiations between Kyiv 
and Donetsk-Luhansk in the Consultative 
Council.

This initiative proceeds from the “neces-
sity of a comprehensive political settlement 
of the conflict” and singles out “elections” 
in Donetsk-Luhansk in this regard. But it 
omits any mention of the security prerequi-
sites to elections and to any political settle-
ment, undermining Kyiv’s defense of the 
“security first” principle.

The Consultative Council would com-
prise 10 representatives “of Ukraine [sic]” 
with voting rights and 10 representatives 
of Donetsk-Luhansk with voting rights. 
Kyiv, Donetsk and Luhansk each would 
independently appoint their respective rep-
resentatives to the Council. All this nixes 
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy’s calls for 
talks involving Ukrainian loyalists from 
either side of the Donbas demarcation line. 
The founding document would have the 
council’s meetings “moderated” by an OSCE 
representative, assisted by two deputy 
moderators from Ukraine and two deputy 
moderators from Donetsk-Luhansk. This 
reduces the OSCE from the mediator to a 
co-moderator, which the OSCE seems to 
accept, having signed the document, and 
which brings Kyiv into direct dialogue with 
Donetsk-Luhansk.

The OSCE itself would be entitled to one 
consultative voice; while the Russian, 
German, and French governments (the 
Normandy forum’s members minus 
Ukraine) would obtain one consultative 
voice each. The Consultative Council itself 
would adopt its own ground rules and 
working procedures. The council shall make 
“decisions” with a two-thirds majority of its 
voting members, according to the founding 
document (Dzerkalo Tyzhnia, March 12).

Ubiquitous references to the council’s 
“decisions” contradict the pretense that 
this council would merely be advisory. It is 
plainly intended as a potential decision-
making body. It reflects Russia’s method as 
seen in Abkhazia, South Ossetia, Trans-
nistria and, more recently, the Donbas. 
When Russia moves from instigating and 
conducting the conflict to ostensibly medi-
ating the conflict, it insists that conflict-res-
olution is up to the local parties to negoti-
ate, even as Russia itself manipulates the 
process politically and militarily. In this 
case, Russia needs the Consultative Council 
to orchestrate a “dialogue” bet ween Kyiv 
and Donetsk-Luhansk. It could then bring 
any decisions from this Consultative 
Council to the Contact Group for pro forma 
endorsement, making the Contact Group 
redundant (the more so as the same set of 
actors sit in the Contact Group).

The Consultative Council’s decisions 
shall be recommendatory, according to its 
founding document. The recommendations 
would be addressed to the Minsk Contact 
Group’s working group on political affairs, 
according to Mr. Kozak’s and the OSCE’s 
otherwise tight-lipped concluding remarks. 
Mr. Kozak pointed out that Kyiv and 
Donetsk-Luhansk would, as parties to the 
conflict, jointly work out political recom-

Kozak-Yermak plan on Donbas:
A look at the fine print
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U.S. Mission to OSCE demands end
to restrictions on movement of SMM 

The following information was released on March 26 in Vienna by the U.S. Mission to 
the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE).

United States Ambassador to the OSCE James Gilmore expressed deep concern 
about Russia and its proxies denying access to and placing restrictions on the move-
ment of the Special Monitoring Mission (SMM). This is part of Moscow’s broader 
campaign against Ukraine, including in both the Donbas and Russia-occupied 
Crimea. On a weekly basis, the SMM’s work is inhibited by Russia and its proxy forces 
– which Russia arms, trains, funds, leads and fights alongside – limiting the SMM’s 
ability to fulfill its mandate and to provide OSCE participating states with the most 
accurate view of the situation on the ground.

On March 21 and 22, Russia’s proxies blocked OSCE SMM monitors from crossing 
the line of contact into Russian-controlled areas of eastern Ukraine, citing measures 
relating to the COVID-19 pandemic. On March 23, the SMM reported these forces 
again blocked movement across the line of contact, this time preventing SMM moni-
tors from crossing into government-controlled areas. And on March 25, an SMM spot 
report indicated that proxies blocked several SMM convoys attempting to cross into 
Russia-controlled areas in both Donetsk and Luhansk regions. The threat of COVID-
19 is very serious, and the SMM is committed to taking all appropriate precautions. 
The SMM, as the international community’s eyes and ears in Ukraine, must be 
allowed to freely cross the line in both directions to ensure the safety and security of 
its monitors and to enable it continue to provide impartial reporting on the security 
and humanitarian situation.

The United States notes that checkpoint restrictions being implemented by 
Russia-led forces are also stymying the flow of humanitarian shipments and essential 
services by international organizations. We demand Russia and its proxies cease 
their harassment and obstruction of humanitarian relief critical to the civilians suf-
fering from the conflict and COVID-19 crisis, as well as the SMM on which all OSCE 
participating states rely.

Polish court convicts three men for torching Hungarian center in Ukraine
RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service

A court in Krakow has found three 
Polish men with right-wing, pro-Russian 
leanings guilty of committing terrorist acts 
for their roles in firebombing a Hungarian 
cultural center in western Ukraine last year.

They were convicted on March 23 of 
torching a Hungarian-funded cultural cen-
ter in Ukraine’s westernmost Zakarpattia 
region where more than 100,000 ethnic 
Hungarians reside.

The mastermind, 29-year-old Michal 
Prokopowicz, was sentenced to three years 
in prison.

His accomplice, Tomasz Rafal Szymko-

wiak, 23, was given two years.
A third suspect, 26-year-old Adrian 

Marglewski, who cooperated with investi-
gators, was sentenced to two years of 
supervised release and ordered to do com-
munity service.

The center was attacked on February 4, 
2019, when a Molotov cocktail was thrown 
through its window. Later that month, 
another was thrown, causing a fire that 
destroyed most of the ground floor.

Poland’s domestic security agency, ABW, 
detained the three suspects the same 
month.

Ukrainian authorities had given Polish 
authorities evidence and closed-caption 

video footage of the men staying at a hostel 
in the regional capital of Uzhhorod, where 
they had registered in their real names. 
They were also shown purchasing gasoline 
at a local gas station.

“This attack was in line with the course 
of Russia’s actions against Ukraine: the pur-
pose was to weaken Ukraine internally and 
destabilize the situation in this country,” 
Mariusz Sadlo, a national prosecutor in 
Warsaw’s department of Organized Crime 
and Corruption, said in the courtroom.

The incident prompted Hungary to sum-
mon the Ukrainian ambassador to warn 
against rising “extremism” in the country.

It further strained relations between the 
neighboring countries over a Ukrainian 
education law that was enacted in 2017, 
elevating the status of the Ukrainian lan-
guage and which Budapest said restricted 
the right of ethnic Hungarians in Ukraine to 
be educated in their native language.

Mr. Prokopowicz is a member of the 
ultraright, pro-Russian Zmiana party, 
whose founder – Mateusz Piskorski – was 
arrested in 2016 on suspicion of spying for 
Russia and China.

Messrs. Szymkowiak and Marglewski are 
members of the neofascist Falanga group 
whose members have been known to have 
participated in the war in Ukraine’s east on 

the side of Russian-backed separatists.
Messrs. Prokopowicz and Szymkowiak 

had pleaded not guilty.
During the trial on January 14, Mr. 

Prokopowicz told the court that he received 
instructions and money for the arson attack 
from a German journalist who has worked 
as a consultant for a German member of 
Parliament with the anti-immigrant 
Alternative for Germany (AfD) party.

Mr. Prokopowicz named Manuel 
Oschsenreiter, who has denied the allega-
tion as “false.” 

Mr. Oschsenreiter is known to have ties 
to Zmiana and is editor of the right-wing 
German magazine Zuerst! (First!). He has 
been a frequent commentator in Russian 
state media over the past six years, voicing 
support for Russia-backed separatists in 
eastern Ukraine and denouncing what he 
calls the Western media’s anti-Moscow bias.

With additional reporting by The 
Ukrainian Week magazine.

Copyright 2020, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/polish-court-con-
victs-three-men-for-torching-hungarian-
center-in-ukraine/30505582.html).

The torched Hungarian Culture Society building in the westernmost Ukrainian 
region of Zakarpattia region in February 2019.

Iryna Breza/Radio Svoboda

Kyiv finds an alibi to step back from Kozak-Yermak plan on Donbas
by Vladimir Socor

Eurasia Daily Monitor

The COVID-19 coronavirus emergency 
gives Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy a non-political excuse for step-
ping back from the plan that his envoy, 
Andriy Yermak, accepted from Russian 
presidential envoy Dmitry Kozak on March 
11 in the Minsk Contact Group. The plan 
would institute a Consultative Council, par-
allel to the Minsk Contact Group, on the 
conflict in eastern Ukraine. This innovation 
would, in fact, change the existing negotiat-
ing format even further in Moscow’s favor.

The agreement on this plan was to be 
finalized and signed officially during the 
Minsk Contact Group meeting on March 
24-26. However, the coronavirus pandemic 
apparently necessitated switching the ses-
sion to the video-conference mode. And 
while the video conversation was in prog-
ress, Ukraine’s deputy prime minister for 
reintegration of the Temporarily Occupied 
Territories, Oleksiy Reznikov, came out to 
announce that “any signing would be phys-
ically impossible by videoconference.” 

Furthermore, he remembered that 
Germany and France (participants along-
side Russia and Ukraine in the “Normandy” 
forum) have yet to give their opinion(s) on 
the planned Consultative Council 
(Ukrinform, March 25).

The Kremlin does not take Kyiv’s coro-
navirus-related alibi seriously. Instead, it 
blames the “disruption of the negotiations” 
on Kyiv’s “fear to confront the party of war” 
in Ukraine (TASS, March 26).

The Kozak-Yermak preliminary March 
11 agreement was to be kept secret, so as 
to blindside the Ukrainian public until the 
official signing, scheduled for March 25. 
While Moscow and the Organization for 
Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) 
did keep it secret, the full text leaked to the 
Kyiv weekly Dzerkalo Tyzhnia (March 12) 
and spread throughout the Ukrainian 
media, triggering the kind of political back-
lash that has repeatedly checked this presi-
dential administration’s propensity for uni-
lateral concessions to Moscow. This time, 
and for the first time, a dissenting group of 
national deputies from the pro-presidential 
Servant of the People party echoed the crit-

ics from the political opposition and civil 
society (Ukrinform, Ukrayinska Pravda, 
Censor.net, March 13-19).

Once the cover of secrecy was blown, Mr. 
Yermak campaigned to defend the Kozak-
Yermak plan through multiple media 
appearances in Kyiv. He fell silent, however, 
after several days of effort. President 
Zelenskyy, for his part, failed to comment 
one way or another on this issue. Mr. 
Zelens kyy also kept silent about the Russo-
phile opposition leader Viktor Medved-
chuk’s visit to the Kremlin to promote yet 
another negotiating track for “peace” (see 
Eurasia Daily Monitor, March 19).

Under the Kozak-Yermak plan, the 
Consultative Council would function nomi-
nally within the Minsk Contact Group. It 
would not directly impinge on the opera-
tion of the Contact Group itself; but, by the 
same token, it could bypass it or sideline it. 
The Consultative Council’s structure would 
be more weighted in Moscow’s favor than 
the existing Contact Group already is.

“Contact Group” looks like a misnomer 
in this case. Moscow christened this forum 
six years ago to evoke the international 

contact groups that had earlier handled the 
conflicts in Bosnia, Kosovo and Croatia’s 
Eastern Slavonian province. Those contact 
groups included the Western powers and 
Russia. By contrast, the Minsk Contact 
Group on the conflict in eastern Ukraine is 
not genuinely international. It consists of 
Russia, the OSCE (operating under Russia’s 
veto power), Ukraine, and Moscow’s own 
proxies from Donetsk and Luhansk, with-
out a real Western presence. Officially 
labeled as trilateral (Russia-OSCE-Ukraine), 
the Contact Group operates “with the par-
ticipation of certain areas of the Donetsk 
and Luhansk regions” (an official euphe-
mism for the Russian-controlled territory). 
Thus, it is a trilateral group of five actors.

According to Ukrainian officials involved 
with the Minsk Contact Group, it was Mr. 
Kozak who came up to Mr. Yermak with the 
plan to create the Consultative Council as a 
new negotiating set-up (RFE/RL, March 
13). Those familiar with Mr. Kozak’s style 
will recognize his drafting hand in this 
Consultative Council’s founding document. 

(Continued on page 7)
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UWC

TORONTO The global Ukrainian community is facing 
unprecedented challenges today. The Ukrainian World 
Congress (UWC) announced on March 30 that it has estab-
lished an International Task Force to coordinate support 
for Ukrainian communities in response to the global 
COVID-19 pandemic.

The Task Force, bringing together Ukrainian community 

leaders from all over the world, will closely work with the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine, governments, inter-
national organizations and Churches.

The Task Force will work to: provide accurate and 
timely information; offer practical support to those who 
need it most; and assist Ukraine in procuring much-need-
ed medical supplies and equipment through working 
with governments, suppliers and humanitarian organiza-
tions.

At this challenging time, UWC President Paul Grod 
addressed the leaders of global Ukrainian communities: 
“My sincere condolences to those who have tragically lost 
their loved ones. I pray for strength for those of us com-
bating the disease or supporting family members. Faced 
with a new reality, we are still one global Ukrainian fami-
ly, coming together to help those in need. We call on 
Ukrainian organizations worldwide to join this important 
effort.”

by Roman Tymotsko

KYIV – As an emergency measure to 
address the country’s health and economic 
crises, Ukraine’s Ministry of Finance has 
said it plans to cut funding for all activities 
of the Ministry of Culture and Information 
Policy, as well as funding for youth and 
sports, by 7 billion hrv. 

In particular, the revised budget would 
exclude the planned 750 million hrv for 
Derzhkino (the government-funded film 
agency), over 500 million hrv for the con-
struction of the Holodomor and the 
Revolution of Dignity museums, 250 mil-
lion hrv for creative unions, 500 million hrv 
for the Ukrainian Cultural Fund, 150 mil-
lion hrv for the Book Institute and 500 mil-
lion hrv for information policy, as well as 
programs for uniting the country, support-
ing youth programs and renovation of cul-
tural centers.

“This is far from being a complete list of 
cuts of the Ministry of Culture. Besides, it is 
not yet known what would be cut for the 
Ministry of Youth and Sports,” said 
Oleksandr Tkachenko, a member of the 
Servant of the People Party who chairs the 
Verkhovna Rada Committee on Humani-
tarian and Information Policy. 

In his opinion, reducing these expendi-
tures will lead to the liquidation of the State 
Film Agency of Ukraine, the Ukrainian 
Cultural Fund, the Book Institute and more. 
“What does it mean? This is the death of 
the entire creative industry. Hundreds of 
thousands of people will be out of work. 
The efforts made to grow and develop the 
cultural spheres that have been achieved in 
recent years will come to naught. We will 
recede for a few years,” Mr. Tkachenko, who 
is also honorary president of 1+1 Media 
Holding, wrote on Facebook.

 “We have submitted all the necessary 
justifications to the Ministry of Culture and 
Information Policy (earlier called the 
Ministry of Culture, Youth and Sports), the 
Cabinet of Ministers, the Presidential Office, 
the humanitarian and budget committees 
of the Verkhovna Rada,” said Oleksandra 
Koval, director of Ukrainian Book Institute. 
“Together with the Ukrainian Cultural 
Fund, the Art Arsenal, the Dovzhenko 
Center and the Ukrainian Institute, we 
issued an appeal to the government signed 
by several thousand people.”

When the plan to cut the cultural budget 
became publicly known, thousands of peo-
ple involved in creative industries expressed 
their anger and disagreement on social 
media. An initiative group of culture work-
ers initiated an online protest because, due 
to the coronavirus quarantine, large out-
door gatherings are prohibited. “In this sit-
uation, we cannot remain silent. Even now, 
in quarantine, we have to show that there 
are many of us, and we will not allow the 
destruction of Ukrainian culture,” said the 
announcement of the event scheduled for 
March 27.

The protest slogan was “No to Destroying 
Culture!” It was the first rally in Ukraine 
held in an online format. About 10,000 peo-

ple were willing to join the action from all 
over Ukraine, according to organizers. 
Unfortunately, due to technical limitations, 
only 1,000 participants could take part in 
the event at one time. Still, during the two 
hours of the online meeting, participants 
replaced each other in a video call via the 
Zoom application. Others watched the 
stream on Facebook and YouTube.

The Weekly reached out to Ms. Koval of 
the Ukrainian Book Institute for comment. 
“The Ukrainian authorities have never 
demonstrated an understanding of the 
importance of culture as a factor of sustain-
able development. This is evidenced by the 
fact that the financing of culture in the state 
and local budgets in all years was done on a 
residual basis, and not according to the 
needs of the cultural sector and creative 
industries. Most officials believe that cul-
ture is something that is optional, an area 
of   entertainment that can be painlessly 
abandoned in difficult times,” she noted. 

“During each economic crisis in Ukraine 
book publishing fell from 40 percent to 90 
percent, publishing houses disappeared, 
bookstores were closed, the state did not 
always fulfill its obligations to pay for books 
purchased for schools and libraries. The 
publishers themselves have had to restore 
the whole sphere. However, the book trade 
has not been able to resume. Instead of 
4,000 bookstores in Ukraine, there are now 
barely 200, but even these will disappear in 
two-three months,” Ms. Koval believes.

 “The government has approved a draft 
law amending the state budget for 2020. It 
is designed to address the effects of the 
spread of the COVID-19 infection and sup-
port economic activity in the country. In 
addition, when updating the indicators, the 
impact of the macroeconomic situation on 
changes in the external and internal envi-
ronment is taken into account. In particular, 
reduction of trade, consumer activity of the 
population, output contraction and cutting 
investment,” the Cabinet of Ministers stated 
on its website on March 29. 

“It is clear that we are not satisfied with 
all the figures. But in the second half of the 

Supporting our global communities: UWC sets up International Task Force

Thousands of Ukrainians gather online to protest against cuts to culture budget

mendations for conflict-settlement in the 
Consultative Council (TASS, Osce.org, 
March 12).

According to an accompanying protocol, 
consultations should be held with “repre-
sentatives” (level unspecified) of France 
and Germany and the OSCE before the final 
signing of the Consultative Council’s found-
ing document on the target date of March 
25. Kyiv is apparently waiting to hear from 

Paris and Berlin.
Moscow, however, can be expected to 

promote this agreement in subsequent 
Contact Group meetings. Once the regular 
face-to-face meetings resume in Minsk, the 
technical excuse for not signing will disap-
pear. At that point, President Zelenskyy’s 
mettle and Mr. Yermak’s bona fides will be 
tested again.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 2)

Kozak-Yermak...

year, we hope to improve the economic sit-
uation. The government is making every 
effort to achieve this goal,” said Prime 
Minister Denys Shmyhal. “At the time of the 
pandemic and the fight against the corona-
virus, the Cabinet of Ministers clearly sets 
priorities. We will support people and busi-
nesses. At the same time, top officials 
should understand the situation and tight-
en their belts.”

In particular, it is proposed that, until the 
end of 2020, civil servants should not receive 
a salary exceeding 10 minimum salaries 
(47,230 hrv, or around $1,705 U.S.). The 
exception is workers involved in the COVID-
19 fight and national security and defense 
activities. The government has also devel-
oped several mechanisms to help the popu-
lation get quick access to financial assis-
tance needed as the result of losing a job.

On March 30, the Verkhovna Rada of 
Ukraine dismissed a bill with amendments 
to the national budget for 2020. The Rada 
sent the bill for revision to the Budget 
Committee and cut the time allowed for its 
review. 

“Due to the fact that not all deputies had a 
chance to read the proposed amendments 
to the state budget for 2020, the document 
failed to be approved at an extraordinary 
meeting today,” explained Prime Minister 
Shmyhal. “We worked on the budget 
together with the parliamentary committee 

practically around the clock. This is an 
emergency situation budget,” he noted. “We 
have taken the budget to finalize it, and to 
hear proposals and amendments. I believe 
it will be voted on in seven to eight days.”

Risks for culture can be seen in the 
example of the Ukrainian Book Institute, 
which could be liquidated. “Last year, we 
submitted a budget request for project and 
program activities for 250 million hrv, 
which was satisfied by only 50 percent. 
And now the program and project part of 
our budget has been reduced from 125 mil-
lion [hrv] to 25 million, that is to one-fifth. 
The Book Institute will receive only 10 per-
cent of its real need for implementing and 
developing projects and programs,” said its 
director, Ms. Koval.

Most of the institute’s ambitious plans 
could soon be canceled. “We planned to rep-
resent Ukrainian publishers at six impor-
tant book fairs this year: in Vilnius, Paris, 
London, Bologna, Warsaw and Frankfurt. 
We wanted to start the Program of Support 
for Translation of Ukrainian Literature in 
Foreign Languages. However, this year the 
program will be canceled and more than 80 
translations of wonderful Ukrainian works 
will not be published in different countries, 
with a total circulation of 200,000 copies,” 
explained Ms. Koval. “We also planned to 
launch the Ukrainian Digital Library, which 
would allow people who read Ukrainian 
wherever they are – in a Carpathian village, 
the frontline zone, the occupied territories 
or other countries, to get free access to sev-
eral thousand novelties of Ukrainian litera-
ture, which would facilitate its promotion 
and development of the Ukrainian book 
market. This will not happen now. For 2020 
we also planned the purchase of 600,00-
700,000 books for the replenishment of 
public library holdings. After sequestration 
of the budget, this can be a maximum of 
200,000 copies. And that is exactly how we 
will spend the 25 million hrv allocated to us. 
Everything else is canceled,” she said.

“We understand what a difficult time it is 
now, and that the whole situation in 
Ukraine and the world can get worse,” Ms. 
Koval said. “Of course, a culture will never 
disappear, but in a couple of months or a 
couple of years the whole cultural land-
scape will unknowingly change, and you 
will have to start over again, as if we had 
made no progress in the last 30 years.”

A view of the online protest against culture budget cuts.
Serhii Korovaynyy/Reporters
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The UNA ANNoUNces 

ScholarShipS and awardS
for StudentS attending college  
in the 2020-2021 academic year.

Ukrainian National Association, Inc.
2200 Route 10, Parsippany, NJ 07054 
800-253-9862 ext. 3035

Students wishing to apply for a UNA scholarship or award must meet  
the following criteria:

l  Have been an active, premium-paying UNA member for at least  
     two years by June 1st of 2020;
l  Have had a life insurance policy or an annuity, valued at a minimum  
     of $5,000 during the last two years (term policies excluded);
l   Be enrolled in an accredited college or university in USA or Canada.

The application for a UNA scholarship or award must be postmarked no 
later than June 1, 2020.

For complete details and applications, please call the UNA Home Office 
or visit the Our Benefits page on the UNA website at:

www.UNAInc.org

UNA PUblicAtioNs 
ENdowmENt FUNd

For decades, the Ukrainian National Association’s flagship 
publications, Svoboda and The Ukrainian Weekly, have served to 
inform, educate, entertain and advise our members and the larger 
Ukrainian community. In these two newspapers, the history of the 
Ukrainian diaspora, as well as much of Ukraine, is recorded. 

The goal of both Svoboda and The Ukrainian Weekly since their 
founding, respectively, in 1893 and 1933, has been to maintain 
informative communication, continuously informing ourselves and 
those around us about Ukraine and the Ukrainian people. The UNA 
Publications Endowment Fund was established in 2014 to help 
ensure the future of the UNA’s official publications. The endowment 
does not support annual operating costs; rather, the intent is to 
maintain and grow a platform of communication for Ukrainians in our 
community, even worldwide, both in print and online.

The UNA Publications Endowment Fund is managed by the 
Ukrainian National Foundation, Inc, a registered 501 (c) (3) charitable 
foundation. 

Donations in support of our community’s most important 
newspapers may be sent to: Ukrainian National Foundation, 2200 
Route 10, Parsippany, NJ 07054. Checks should be made payable 
to: UNF FBO UNA Publications Endowment Fund. Thank you in 
advance for your contributions! 
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During this unusual Lenten period, as we protect ourselves and one another 
from the Covid-19 outbreak through measures recommended by government 
health authorities, such as the Center for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), 
our Churches have adopted similar measures to protect the most vulnerable as 
well as the healthy.

The work of the clergy – just as the work of health-care professionals, first-
responders, store clerks, truck drivers and other occupations that have been iden-
tified as essential – continues. Priests are still serving liturgies (behind closed 
doors), funerals, and sacraments of confession and communion for the ill and 
infirm, and even baptism if necessary. Sunday divine liturgies remain “in behalf of 
all, and for all” despite the pews remaining empty. 

As the Paschal season approaches, it is the churches that have become vulnera-
ble from the lack of regular donations being collected during services, especially 
the major feasts of Palm Sunday and Pascha. The hierarchs of the Ukrainian 
Catholic Church and Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the U.S.A., as well as the 
respective parish boards of individual churches, continue to deliberate how to 
financially support their clergy, caretakers and other paid positions without regu-
lar streams of revenue coming in.

A tele- and video-conference, held online via Zoom and telephone on April 1, 
and hosted by the UOC-U.S.A., focused on guidance from the Council of Bishops of 
the Church (Metropolitan Antony and Archbishop Daniel) about the ongoing pan-
demic and how it impacts the ministry of the Church. 

Those deliberations included questions about blessed pussy willows for Palm 
Sunday as well as the blessing of baskets of Paschal food items. A detailed letter is 
being prepared by the bishops to be mailed out within the week, and will inform 
the faithful of the interim measures adopted and to be put in place for the foresee-
able future.

A similar memorandum was issued on April 1 by the Bishops of the Ukrainian 
Catholic Church in the U.S.A. regarding Palm Sunday, Holy Week and Easter. The 
bishops have urged the faithful to participate as fully as possible in Holy Week and 
Pascha services via radio, television and live-streamed broadcasts, stressing the 
importance of the domestic church in compliance with civil regulations. For specif-
ic recommendations, please see the letter posted by the Philadelphia Archeparchy 
on Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/archeparchyphilly/posts/283568 
2363151812?__tn__=K-R).

The annual St. Thomas Sunday pilgrimage at the Metropolia Center of the UOC-
U.S.A. in South Bound Brook, N.J., scheduled for April 25-26 is another example of 
an event that has been postponed due to the pandemic. This event typically 
attracts thousands of individuals who come to celebrate the Resurrection, to com-
memorate those buried at the cemetery, and to pray that the reposed may enter 
into new life eternal. No new date has been announced, but it will be when such 
events are allowable. (See www.uocofusa.org for more information.)

The Lenten season is meant to be a struggle, both physically and spiritually. But 
perhaps the real test is our willingness to deny ourselves in service to our neigh-
bor. It may be the toughest test of all. 

The Ukrainian Weekly

Five years ago, on April 7, 2015, the government of Ukraine 
adopted the crimson poppy flower as a symbol of the victory 
over Nazi Germany as part of a shift away from Soviet imagery 
that Kyiv said the Kremlin uses to influence neighbors and pro-
mote self-serving myths about World War II amid the conflict in 
eastern Ukraine and Russia’s annexation of Crimea.

First Lady Maryna Poroshenko attended a “Remembrance Poppy” ceremony on April 7 as 
part of events marking the 70th anniversary of the Nazi surrender in May 1945. “The time 
has come when we have to look for the ideas that unite our country and nation,” she said. 
“The second world war affected each and every Ukrainian family. The poppy is a symbol of 
remembrance that pays tribute to all heroes who sacrificed their lives for a better future.”

Volodymyr Vyatrovych, head of the Ukrainian Institute of National Memory, said that 
the Soviet-era commemorations of the Allied victory had turned the “dreadful tragedy” of 
World War II into a celebration of the “triumph of Communist ideas” and created a “cult of 
war.” “Last year, we saw that the myth about the Patriotic War, the Soviet war, had become 
not only an instrument of propaganda but also an instrument of war against Ukraine,” he 
said. “The red poppy is a traditional Ukrainian symbol of the shed blood of the Kozaks. On 
the other hand, it is a European symbol that commemorates victims of the first and sec-
ond world wars,” he said.

The initiative of commemorating fallen Ukrainians with the Remembrance Poppy was 
established in 2018, and in 2019 the initiative gained legislative basis when President 
Petro Poroshenko issued a presidential decree that made May 8 the Day of Remembrance 
and Reconciliation.

Mr. Vyatrovych stated: “It is extremely important to honor the victims and heroes of 
this war in a Ukrainian manner, because Ukraine was one of the main arenas of the second 
world war. According to various estimates, about 10 million Ukrainians were victims of 
the war. Ukrainians made a decisive contribution to the victory over Nazism in the Red 
Army, the Ukrainian Insurgent Army, the armies of Poland, France, Great Britain and other 
countries. Together, they made the victory over fascism possible.”

This year marks the 75th anniversary of the end of the second world war. On March 19, 
U.S. Ambassador to Russia John Sullivan said that U.S. National Security Advisor Robert 
O’Brien would be attending May 9 Victory Day ceremonies in Moscow. President Donald 

April
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Turning the pages back...

Easter pastoral of the Ukrainian Catholic 
hierarchy of the U.S.A. to our clergy, hiero-
monks and brothers, religious sisters, semi-
narians and beloved faithful.

Christ Is Risen! 
Indeed He Is Risen!
Pascha is the greatest and most joyful 

feast in the liturgical calendar, a feast of 
over-flowing happiness. It is interesting to 
note however, that the Feast of Pascha 
begins with sorrow and emptiness.

The Evangelists, in their telling of the 
story of Pascha, begin, not with the joy of the 
Resurrection, but with the sadness of the 
empty tomb. Mary Magdalene and the other 
women come, lamenting and sorrowful, 
early in the morning, to the grave of Jesus in 
order to anoint the body of their beloved 
teacher. Instead of Jesus’ body, however, they 
discover an empty tomb. Horrified, they 
think that someone has inexplicably stolen 
the body! Only then, do they hear the angel’s 
announcement of Christ’s Resurrection: “He 
is not here for He has risen, as He said He 
would. Come and see the place where he 
lay.” (Mt. 28:6) Only then do they encounter 
the risen Christ and embrace Him: “And sud-
denly, coming to meet them was Jesus… and 
the women came up to Him and, clasping 
His feet, did Him homage.” (Mt. 28:9) Only 
then, do they receive their commission from 
Jesus: “Do not be afraid; go and tell my 
brothers that they must leave for Galilee; 
there they will see me.” (Mt. 28:10) 

First comes emptiness, then comes ful-
fillment. First comes sorrow, then comes 
joy. First comes death, then comes life. 
Pascha begins with nothing and ends with 
everything!

When we think about it, we can say that 
there is a tiny reflection of the Paschal story 
in each of our lives. Just as Pascha begins 
with emptiness so do our lives begin with 
emptiness. Before we take our first breath, 
we are called to leave the comfort of our 
mother’s womb. And every day afterward 
in our life, every time we take a step for-
ward, we are called to empty ourselves and 
leave something behind. Before we make a 
commitment to our spouse in marriage, we 
are called to let go of our independence. 
Before we respond to a vocation call or 

make a career choice, we are called to let go 
of other opportunities. At every step of life, 
in order to receive new life, we are called to 
empty ourselves in some way. And so it is in 
our spiritual life as well.

Emptiness is part of the human experi-
ence. Sometimes it can be seen as pain, yet 
it can also be treated as a gift. We each need 
that emptiness in ourselves: that space that 
makes room for something new, that space 
that can be opened to God.

This is why during the time of Great 
Lent, which has just passed, the Church in 
her wisdom, has asked us to empty our-
selves of the sins, temptations and daily 
preoccupations that clutter up our lives. 
Why? In order to make room for Christ who 
rises triumphantly from the tomb today 
and fills our spiritual emptiness with the 
promise that his Resurrection brings each 
of us – the promise of eternal life!

Our prayerful wish for each of you today 
on this glorious Feast of Pascha is that the 
indescribable and incomparable joy of Our 
Lord’s Resurrection from the tomb, fill our 
hearts and souls. May this joy fill every 
emptiness within us, wipe away all pain 
and fear, conquer every doubt and tempta-
tion, and remain with us forever!

Let us take our example from the holy 
women who visited the tomb early on that 
first Easter morning. Let us embrace the 
Risen Christ who comes to fill our empti-
ness and let us with confidence and in the 
sureness of our faith, in word and deed, 
spread the Good News of His Resurrection 
in our world!

Christ is Risen! Indeed He is Risen!
+Borys Gudziak  

Archbishop of Philadelphia for Ukrainians 
Metropolitan of Ukrainian Catholics in the 

United States
+Paul Chomnycky, OSBM (author) 

Eparch of Stamford
+Вenedict Aleksiychuk 

Eparch of St. Nicholas in Chicago
+Bohdan J. Danylo  

Eparch of St. Josaphat in Parma
+Andriy Rabiy 

Auxiliary Bishop of Philadelphia

Let us embrace the Risen Christ

(Continued on page 27)

A season of giving of ourselves

 EASTER PASTORAL LETTER

Easter card featuring artwork by L. Denysenko.
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by Halya Coynash
Kharkiv Human Rights Protection  

Group

Six years after illegally invading and 
annexing Crimea, Russia is to prohibit 
Ukrainians from owning their own land. 
Russian President Vladimir Putin’s decree, 
dated March 20, prevents those he calls 
“foreigners” from owning land in most 
parts of the occupied peninsula. This effec-
tively strips Crimean Tatars and other 
Ukrainians who have not taken Russian cit-
izenship of their land rights.

The decree makes amendments to a list 
of “coastal territories” to which “foreign 
nationals, stateless persons and foreign 
legal entities” cannot have land rights. The 
list includes most parts of occupied Crimea, 
except for three regions without access to 
the Black Sea 

Anton Korynevych, President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy’s representative on Crimea, con-
demned the move, pointing out that Russia 
is in breach of the Geneva Convention on 
the Protection of Civilians, which expressly 
prohibits the destruction or expropriation 
of property by occupying powers. Russia is 
forcing Ukrainians who have not taken 
Russian citizenship to either do so, or to 
sell their own property within a year.

Such policy, Mr. Korynevych says, has for 
a long time now resulted in human rights 
violations and war crimes. He points out 
that the prosecutor of the Autonomous 
Republic of Crimea has, together with the 
Regional Center for Human Rights already 
notified the International Criminal Court in 
the Hague about war crimes such as the 
mass destruction and expropriation of prop-
erty owned by the state or by individuals.

Refat Chubarov, chair of the Mejlis of the 
Crimean Tatar people, believes that the 
decree is aimed at speeding up colonization 
of Crimea and stresses that there must be 
swift reaction from Ukraine’s leaders. He 
says that Russia is creating a supposed 
legal mechanism which it will claim creates 
conditions for bringing Russians to settle in 
Crimea. Russia does not have the resources 
to set up all these Russians, so he sees the 
decree as an attempt to “create a market of 
cheap, ‘free’ land.” 

Mr. Chubarov is convinced that the dan-
ger of expropriation exists even for those 
Ukrainians who were forced to take 
Russian citizenship after annexation. This 
includes most people with children, since 
Russia made it effectively impossible to 
keep employment, register children in 
schools and medical clinics, etc., without its 
citizenship. “They can at any moment be 
declared citizens of Ukraine and stripped of 
their land,” he warns.

Boris Babin, a former presidential repre-
sentative on Crimea, also fears that the 
decree could lead to land being confiscated. 

It has long been clear that Russia is try-
ing to strengthen its illegal occupation of 
Crimea by changing the demographic 
make-up of the peninsula. This is a war 
crime under Article 8 of the Rome Statute 
to the International Criminal Court and in 
violation also of the Fourth Geneva 
Convention. According to Mr. Korynevych, 
Russia may have “resettled” as many as 
140,000 Russians since its invasion. Russia 
is, at the same time, using gravely repres-
sive measures against Crimean Tatars and 
other Ukrainians as a way of forcing many 
to leave Crimea or else face arrest and like-
ly imprisonment.

“Corruption is turning into an institu-
tion” (in Ukrainian), by Vitaliy Portnikov, 
espresso.tv, March 26 (https://espreso.tv/
article/2020/03/26/vitaliy_portnykov_
korupciya_peretvoryuyetsya_na_instytuci-
yu), the translation that follows is by the 
Ukrainian Canadian Congress Daily Briefing:

Experts from the Council of Europe’s 
Group of States against Corruption (known 
by the acronym GREC0) have concluded 
that Ukrainian authorities have thus far 
been unable to ensure the effective imple-
mentation of reforms aimed at combatting 
corruption among members of Parliament, 
judges and prosecutors.

The most interesting conclusion of the 
GRECO experts is that the previous convo-
cation of Parliament began implementing 
some of the GRECO recommendations, 
however, the new, current convocation of 
Parliament rejected most of the proposals. 
Serious questions from the experts, from 
the point of view of corruption risks, were 
caused by the so-called “turbo-regime” – an 
abusive legislative bacchanalia that came 
into being after the formation of a single-
party majority. …

We should call things by their names. In 
2014-2019 there was – albeit often without 
particular enthusiasm by Ukrainian author-
ities, and under pressure from Western 
creditors, experts and Ukrainian civil soci-
ety – a systemic institutionalized fight 

against corruption. …
The new president of the country and 

his team declared themselves honest peo-
ple and announced that corruption in the 
highest echelons of government will be 
ended. But the institutionalized conditions 
for the development of corruption only 
became stronger. …

The last year became a year of diminish-
ment of Ukraine’s immunity to corruption. 
There should be no illusions here. A closed 
decision-making process in the hands of 
one person closely tied to the oligarchs, 
who goes to them with requests for help 
and assistance in any difficult situation is a 
breeding ground for corruption.

The attempt to subvert the judiciary and 
procuracy to the principles of political 
expediency is a breeding ground for cor-
ruption. The absence of effective parlia-
mentary checks on the actions of the execu-
tive branch is a breeding ground for cor-
ruption. Incompetence in managing oblast 
administrations is a breeding ground for 
corruption. And finally, a breeding ground 
for corruption is dilettantism, incompe-
tence and the absence of systemic 
approaches in those same high-ranking 
officials. …

That’s why corruption is not simply 
defeating the state. Corruption remains the 
essence of state administration, it’s eating 
away the state from within. …

by Paul Goble

Ever more nations within the current 
borders of the Russian Federation are at 
the edge of extinction, reflecting the 
Kremlin’s view that numerically small peo-
ples, or those it views as closely related to 
ethnic Russians in any case, must either 
assimilate or die out, according to Ukrainian 
commentator Oleksiy Nesterenko.

This process has passed largely unno-
ticed in areas most people think of as eth-
nic Russian, such as Kostroma Oblast, 
where local people identified as a distinct 
Kostroma people in the past but now have 
entirely gone over to an ethnic Russian 
identity, he says (censoru.net/2020/03/ 
20/russkie-kak-imja-naricatelnoe-spisok-
korennyh-i-pochti-uzhe-assimilirovanyh-
narodov-rossii.html).

It has attracted slightly more attention 
when it involves peoples that Russian and 
Soviet officials in the past have recognized 
as separate nationalities, but are now dis-
appearing. Among these are the Abaza, the 
Aleuts, the Alyurtortsy, the Besermyane, 
the Vepsy, the Vods, the Dolgins, the Izhors, 
the Itelmens, the Kamchadals, the Kereks, 
the Kets, the Koryaks, the Kumandins, the 
Mansi, the Nagaybaks, the Nanays, the 
Saamy, the Selkups, the Setu, the Soyots, the 
Tax, the Telengits, the Teleuts, the Tofalars, 
the Tuvins, the Udeyevs, the Ulchi, the 

Khanty, the Chelkans, the Chvins, the 
Chukchi, the Chulyms, the Shapsugs, the 
Shors, the Evenks, the Evens, the Entsy, the 
Eskimos and the Yukagirs.

Some of these have already died out or 
will in the next generation: there are no 
longer any Alyutortsy, and all the surviving 
Kereks are men. Other groups are larger 
and still have hopes of surviving, but they 
lack official support in the form of schools 
and media; consequently, they are being 
rapidly assimilated. And only a very few, 
the Moksha in particular, are fighting back.

But about almost all of these “we will 
never find out anything more except from 
the archives because the representatives of 
these ethnoses finally have broken with 
their roots and chosen the generalized 
identity of ‘ethnic Russian,’ ” the Ukrainian 
writer says.

Mr. Nesterenko concludes by suggesting 
that this pattern represents a clear warning 
to the Ukrainians: They, “according to the 
convictions of the Kremlin leadership, can 
exist only as the very same ‘ethnic 
Russians’ or die.”

Paul Goble is a long-time specialist on 
ethnic and religious questions in Eurasia. 
The article above is reprinted with permis-
sion from his blog called “Window on 
Eurasia” (http://windowoneurasia2.
blogspot.com/).

Putin prohibits Ukrainians
from owning land in Crimea

IN THE PRESS: Corruption 
is turning into an institution

Ever more nations in Russia disappearing

 COMMENTARY WINDOW ON EURASIA

The Ukrainian Canadian Congress released 
the following statement on March 20.

The COVID-19 crisis is rapidly evolving. 
The Ukrainian Canadian Congress (UCC) is 
working hard to support our community 
during this challenging time.

“The UCC is working to ensure that we 
are all well-informed about what we can do 
as individuals and to help each other to 
fight the COVID-19 virus and all negative 
consequences that follow from it,” stated 
Alexandra Chyczij, national president of the 
UCC. “The UCC will support provincial and 
local partners and members in delivering 
information and support to those who need 
it most. This is a very difficult time for our 
community, our country and the world. 
United in common purpose, we will all 

work together to overcome this enormous 
challenge.”

Today, the UCC announces the following 
initiatives: National Blood Drive. The UCC 
urges all members of our community and 
all Canadians who are eligible and able to 
consider donating blood. There have been 
many recent cancellations of appointments. 
Donating blood remains safe.

“Patients depend on these lifesaving 
donations,” stated Dr. Isra Levy, Canadian 
Blood Services’ vice-president of medical 
affairs and innovation. “Every day they are 
needed for patients undergoing surgery 
and cancer treatment, as well as to save 
lives following traumas such as motor vehi-
cle accidents.”

Maintaining blood supplies will become 
even more important in the coming weeks.

UCC statement on COVID-19
 FOR THE RECORD

Messrs. Kozak and Yermak then jointly 
handed down the document to the Contact 
Group, which duly adopted it preliminarily 
on March 11 in the form of a “decision” by 
the Contact Group. Such procedures turn 
Russia into a convener of negotiations and 
their agenda-setter.

The Ukrainian government and even, 
apparently, the president have lost the ini-
tiative to Mr. Yermak, and Mr. Yermak has 
lost the initiative to Mr. Kozak. Mr. 
Zelenskyy seems torn between, on one 
hand, his fixation on popularity ratings 
(steadily declining) and his quest for 
“peace” without serious consideration of 
the terms, and on the other hand, nervous-
ness about protests from patriotic groups 
and incipient defections from the presiden-
tial party in the Verkhovna Rada. 

According to the legislature’s Foreign 
Affairs Committee chairperson, Oleksandr 
Merezhko (from the Servant of the People 
party), the party would not be able to help 
Mr. Zelenskyy assemble a constitutional 
majority in Parliament (such as the imple-
mentation of the Minsk “agreements” 
would presuppose). The pro-presidential 
party’s internal unity is cracking on a num-
ber of issues, including that of the presiden-
tial administration’s negotiations with 
Russia (RBK Ukrayina, March 16).

The COVID-19 emergency is President 
Zelenskyy’s fortuitous chance to postpone 
the Kozak-Yermak plan’s official signing. It 
is also his chance to overrule Mr. Yermak 
and back out of this plan altogether (see 
accompanying article on page 2).

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 3)

Kyiv finds...
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ed that the war in Ukraine is not just a 
“Ukrainian war, but a war against democra-
cy in Europe and worldwide.” She empha-
sized that the war for Ukraine’s veterans 
does not end once they return from the 
frontline, as many veterans experience 
symptoms of PTSD, and challenges of social 
re-integration, obtaining proper veterans’ 
services, searching for jobs and the like. 

Ukraine’s ambassador to the United 
States, Volodymyr Yelchenko, thanked the 
sponsors for organizing the event to bring 
attention to the needs and plight of 
Ukrainian veterans. The ambassador relat-
ed the stark reality of a “hot war” in Europe, 
with all its “ceasefires,” has brutally taken 
the lives of over 14,000 individuals and 
internally displaced millions more through-
out the country. Ambassador Yelchenko 
said he is grateful for the assistance provid-
ed to Ukraine by the United States, and he 
underlined the strong strategic partnership 
between the two countries.

The highlight of the congressional brief-
ing was presentations by two Ukrainian 
veterans who sustained severe injuries in 
service to their country. Member of 
Parliament Yana Zinkevych and Deputy 
Minister for Veterans, Occupied Territories 
and IDPs Oleksandr Tereshchenko 
appeared at the briefing in their military 
uniforms – the former in a wheelchair, the 
latter with two upper body prosthetics. 
Both spoke of their experiences on the 
frontlines and their active community lives 
after receiving the necessary medical treat-
ment and rehabilitation. 

As the founder and commander of the 
Hospitaliers Battalion, a tactical medicine 
battalion providing medical care at the 
frontline, Ms. Zinkevych spoke of the NGO’s 
work in treating those injured in the war. 
The NGO receives donations from private 
entities and functions independently of the 
Ukrainian government. Most notably, Ms. 
Zinkevych stated that the war in eastern 
Ukraine is between “good and evil” forces 
and warned that others may be in the path 

of future Russian aggressive measures.
Deputy Minister Tereshchenko’s mission 

at the ministry is to honor the memory of 
veterans and develop a positive image of 
veterans within society. The challenges fac-
ing a returning veteran include: low avail-
ability of social services, rejection of psy-
chological rehabilitation, retention of 
employment and unfair treatment by soci-
ety. He said veterans primarily receive sup-
port (both psychological and welfare) from 
like-minded veterans. He was passionate in 
his presentation that the Ukrainian govern-
ment’s major role in the rehabilitation of 
Ukrainian veterans is to reintegrate them 
into society so that they can become 
“assets” and not a liability for society. 

While in the military, Mr. Tereshchenko 
had defended the Donetsk airport in 
October 2014 and suffered major injuries 
in a mine explosion. He was presented the 
Order of Courage Award – Third Degree for 
his heroism on the battlefield. 

Of particular interest were presentations 
by two Ukrainian military chaplains – 
Bishop Stepan Sus of the Ukrainian Greek-
Catholic Church and the Rev. Sviatoslav 
Yurkiv of the Orthodox Church of Ukraine. 
Both religious leaders spoke of ministering 

to soldiers on the frontlines, as well as to 
the returning veterans and their families. 

Bishop Stepan, who was consecrated a 
bishop in January, was pastor of the 
Garrison Church of Ss. Peter and Paul in 
Lviv . He has conducted over 75 funerals for 
Ukrainians killed in the Donbas region. 

The Rev. Yurkiv recalled that before com-
ing to Washington he had asked “newly 
returning defenders of our country” what 
they needed. “They are dedicated, humble 
souls. One of them [veterans] said after a 
long pause ‘We need to be remembered, 
not abandoned,’ ” he related. 

Other presenters at the congressional 
briefing included Marta Pyvovarenko, psy-
chologist, mental health expert and co-
founder of the Development Foundation, an 
NGO; Katja Kolcio, Ph.D., associate professor 
at Wesleyan University and member of the 
Development Foundation; Vitaliy Harechko 
of the Development Foundation; Christi 
Anne Hofland, IREX (International Research 
and Exchanges Board) senior program offi-
cer; and Roman Fontana and Darren 
Holowka, Ph.D., who participated on behalf 
of the Ukrainian American Veterans.

The Development Foundation associates 
offered recommendations for the U.S. 

Congress about war relief efforts in Ukraine 
which they said should support early tar-
geted intervention for veterans, prioritize 
long-term engagement programs, strength-
en mental health healing programs, encour-
age peer support groups, enhance Ukraine-
based research in trauma and mental 
health, and provide capacity development 
for mental health services by civic and gov-
ernment missions.

Both the IREX and UAV representatives 
spoke of their efforts to assist in programs 
for Ukrainian veterans. IREX has received a 
$5 million grant from the United States 
Agency for International Development 
(USAID) for veterans’ programs in Ukraine. 
The UAV has been instrumental in bringing 
wounded Ukrainian soldiers to the United 
States to receive urgent medical care other-
wise unavailable in Ukraine. Since the 
2014, the UAV has furthered collaborative 
partnerships with Ukrainian and diaspora 
organizations to address the needs of 
Ukrainian veterans.

Henry Huntley, senior advisor to the 
executive director at the U.S. Department of 
Veterans Affairs, spoke of the VA’s programs 
in the United States and how to extend 
capacity-building with partnering countries 
such as Ukraine. “The experience we have 
in the United States can dramatically assist 
the programs in Ukraine as they offer ser-
vices to their veterans.” 

In concluding the program, Mr. Sawkiw 
reminded all in attendance to contact their 
elected officials to inform them about the 
ongoing war in Ukraine and the plight of 
Ukrainian veterans. “Reach out to thank 
them [elected officials] for their tremen-
dous support in the past,” stated Mr. 
Sawkiw, “while advocating for greater assis-
tance from the United States in the future.” 

The briefing concluded with a reception 
to meet the panel presenters and promote 
collaborative efforts to assist the Ukrainian 
veterans. 

Later that evening, OliaFilm opened a 
multimedia display, “Heroes of Liberty,” at 
the Embassy of Ukraine. The installation 
was dedicated to Ukrainian veterans and 
the fallen who have defended liberty in 
Ukraine against Russia’s aggression. 

(Continued from page 1)

“Heroes...”

Panelists and experts at the “Heroes of Liberty” congressional briefing. At the far end 
of the table is Ukrainian National Deputy Yana Zinkevych; to her right is Deputy 

Minister for Veterans, Occupied Territories and IDPs Oleksandr Tereshchenko.

UNIS

nism for setting rules for an agricultural 
land market.

After his election victories in 2019, 
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy confirmed 
that his Servant of the People party, which 
won a majority of the seats in the Rada, 
intended to lift the moratorium and permit 
the privatization of land. But, somewhat 
unexpectedly, opposition to this commit-
ment to open up the country’s land market 
became, in effect, the major rallying point 
for all of the faction’s opponents in the Ver-
khovna Rada, ranging from Mr. Poroshen-
ko’s European Solidarity, Yulia Tymo-
shenko’s Batkivshchyna and Sviato slav 
Vakarchuk’s Holos, to the pro-Russian 
Opposition Platform – For Life.

The arguments employed were largely 
populistic and emotional: the land in 
Ukraine belongs to its inhabitants; Presi-
dent Zelenskyy’s administration is plan-
ning to sell it off to oligarchs and foreigners. 
But other factors were also stressed, such 
as the lack of a reliable legal framework in 
which the privatization could be carried 
out without damaging the interests of 
Ukrainian farmers and landowners.

The Zelenskyy administration was not 
particularly effective in countering these 
claims and presenting a credible case for 
the land market reform. Consequently, as 
opinion surveys demonstrated, the over-
whelming majority of the public remained 
opposed to it. 

Eventually, after considerable heated 
discussion, the draft law was passed in its 
first reading back in November 2019. It 
was introduced for its second reading on 
February 6 of this year. Despite the com-
promises already agreed on, it was clear 
that the opponents remained determined 
to block its passage. Ms. Tymoshenko and 
representatives of the Opposition Platform 
– For Life faction headed the obstructionist 
response, resorting to classic filibustering 
methods that effectively paralyzed the 
work of the Parliament. They introduced 
over 4,000 separate amendments, insisting 
that each one be considered and voted on. 

Under pressure from the IMF, when the 
Verkhovna Rada met in its emergency ses-
sions on March 30, the result of the voting 
on this and the “banking” issue was in 
doubt. President Zelenskyy himself turned 
up in the late afternoon and appealed to the 
national deputies, including the recalcitrant 
ones within the ranks of his own party, to 
vote for the two bills and thereby prevent 
the country from defaulting. 

Eventually, the “banking” bill passed, two 
new ministers (health and finance) were 
endorsed on the second attempt, and atten-
tion turned to the law on legalizing the sale 
of farmland and lifting the country’s 
19-year moratorium on land transactions. 
Although the Servant of the People Party 
had agreed to major new concessions 
watering down the initial bill and Mr. 
Poroshenko’s faction had agreed to support 
it in order not to alienate the IMF, represen-
tatives from both Batkivshchyna and the 
Opposition Platform – For Life insisted on 

the remaining dozens of amendments 
being addressed first.

Consequently, it took a marathon session 
that lasted into the early hours of the next 
day before the law lifting the moratorium 
was finally adopted with 259 lawmakers 
supporting it. Only 206 of 254 national 
deputies from Mr. Zelenskyy’s own Servant 
of the People faction voted in favor, but they 
were supported by 23 of 25 from European 
Solidarity and 13 of 20 from Holos, plus 17 
independents.

The final version of the controversial law 
was barely recognizable from what had 
been initially proposed. The permitted 
amount of land that one person or entity 
can acquire was reduced from 200,000 
hectares to just 100 hectares, though it will 
increase to 10,000 hectares in 2024. 
Foreigners and companies based abroad 
are for the time being banned from buying 
farmland in Ukraine, but this may be lifted 
after a nationwide referendum. The law 
will come into effect not in October of this 
year, but only in July 2021.

The head of the Presidential Office, 
Andriy Yermak, described the adoption of 
the law as a critical breakthrough, but 
stressed that it was only the start of a pro-
cess that will require serious follow-up 
measures. He wrote on his Facebook page: 
“The Verkhovna Rada has finally passed the 
law on land! This is undoubtedly a historic 
event. And this is the first step in land 
reform. The government must do a lot to 
build a transparent and fair land market - 
from an efficient land cadastre to systemat-
ic support for our farmers.”

President Zelenskyy’s spokesperson 
Iuliia Mendel provided more details. “By 
approving this bill, Ukraine took the first 
and most important step towards creating 
a land market by lifting its ‘eternal’ morato-
rium on the sale of agricultural land,” she 
elaborated. Full state financing for the agri-
cultural sector in this difficult time is being 
preserved. And “complementary legislation 
to make the land market function efficient-
ly” is foreseen “to enable farmers to take 
out loans in order to expand their busi-
ness,” introduce stronger safeguards and 
“create a framework for a future referen-
dum asking Ukrainians whether to allow 
the sale of farmland to foreigners.”

External responses have been positive. 
For example, according to financial analyst 
Timothy Ash, who specializes in Ukrainian 
economic matters: “The land law is more 
restrictive than many had hoped, but after 30 
years of obstruction to a land market from 
the Rada and Ukraine’s political elites, finally, 
Ukraine has something of a market in agri-
cultural land. This is a base to go forward.”

But efforts to block the law continue. The 
Opposition Platform – For Life says it will 
appeal the adoption of the law in the 
Constitutional Court on procedural grounds.

The signature of the law by the speaker 
of the Verkhovna Rada also is being blocked. 
Five bills have already been registered to 
scuttle the process. Parliamentary regula-
tions require that if such resolutions are reg-
istered, the Verkhovna Rada’s chairman can-
not sign a related bill and send it to the pres-
ident for further signing until the draft reso-
lutions are voted on by the chamber. 

(Continued from page 1)

Breakthrough...
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Canadian bishop turns to social media to connect with new U.K. flock during COVID-19 pandemic
by Christopher Guly

Special to The Ukrainian Weekly

OTTAWA – Holy Week and Easter comprise the apex of 
the liturgical calendar in the Catholic Church. But Canadian 
Kenneth Nowakowski, the newly installed Ukrainian 
Catholic bishop of the Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy of the 
Holy Family in London, will be marking the Crucifixion and 
Resurrection – like all of his fellow prelates around the 
world – in a cathedral with empty pews.

The global lockdown in response to the COVID-19 pan-
demic has forced churches to shutter their doors to the 
faithful. Many, including the Cathedral of the Holy Family in 
London that last year had as many as 7,000 attend Easter 
divine liturgies, have turned to social media to broadcast 
services. 

For Bishop Kenneth, that digital delivery of worship has 
been the norm from day one on the job in the British capi-
tal.

Appointed by Pope Francis on January 15 as the new 
eparch of London, the 61-year-old, Saskatchewan-born 
then-head of the West Coast Canadian eparchy of New 
Westminster was to be formally installed at an enthrone-
ment ceremony on April 7, the feast day of the 
Annunciation on the Julian calendar.

Bishop Kenneth spent a week in February in the United 
Kingdom when he introduced himself to parishioners at 
the cathedral and celebrated four Sunday liturgies that 
attracted, by his estimate, 2,000 congregants. Although, the 
coronavirus had spread by then to the U.K., he fully expect-
ed that he would return for his official welcome at the 
cathedral, built in the late 19th century as a Reform 
Methodist church, that the Ukrainian Catholic Church had 
acquired in the late 1960s.

“I thought, okay, we might have to tone things down – 
maybe there won’t be a catered reception afterward, but 
we should be able to do the church service,” said Bishop 
Kenneth in a phone interview from London on March 27, 
the day British Prime Minister Boris Johnson announced 
that he had tested positive for COVID-19.

When two weeks earlier, Sophie Grégoire Trudeau, wife 
of Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, was diagnosed 
with the novel coronavirus after traveling to the U.K., 
Bishop Kenneth realized that he had to cross the Atlantic 
before Britain closed its borders. 

Originally, he was to arrive in London on March 21. But 
that turned out to be the date of his enthronement after the 
city started to shut down and Major Archbishop Sviatoslav 

Shevchuk, primate of the Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church, 
was be unable to travel to the U.K. to preside over the 
installation ceremony.

In his stead, Cardinal Vincent Nichols, the Roman 
Catholic archbishop of Westminster and president of the 
Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales, pre-
sented Bishop Kenneth with the crosier used by his prede-
cessors in London, following the reading of the papal bull 
that officially named the Ukrainian Catholic bishop of New 
Westminster, British Columbia, as the new eparch of 
London. The event occurred in a cathedral coincidentally 
located in the West End district of Westminster, about a 
20-minute walk from Buckingham Palace, the Queen’s 
London residence.

Only eight priests, one cantor and two female parishio-
ners, who used smartphones to take photos and livestream 
the ceremony on Facebook, were present for the historic 
event.

“It was a very different experience,” recalled Bishop 
Kenneth, who headed the eparchy in New Westminster 
since 2007. 

“When we walked into the cathedral, of course it was 
empty – and it can hold about 850 people. And then it just 
struck me, when I was a seminarian at Saint Josaphat’s 
[Ukrainian Pontifical] College in the 1980s, once a month 
we would go to Vatican Radio and sing the responses to the 
divine liturgy that was being broadcast to the Soviet 
Union.”

That experience involved only the priest celebrating the 
liturgy along with the handful of seminarians in a studio. 
“But you knew that you were being listened by several 
thousand people around the world,” said the bishop, whose 
two-hour-long episcopal enthronement ceremony received 
more than 30,000 views on Facebook (https://www.face-
book.com/UGCC.GB/videos/199914338010737/UzpfSTI1 
MTQ1NTA2MTY2MDk3OToxNjkyNDc0MDYwODky 
Mzk4/).

The cathedral continues to stream services on the social 
media platform and, with it, reveals the new realities con-
fronting the Church that is now unable to provide direct 
contact to worshippers and administer the sacraments, 
according to Bishop Kenneth, who served as director of the 
Catholic press office during Pope John Paul II’s historic visit 
to Ukraine in 2001.

“Those people who are already attending church proba-
bly did pray at home, and those people who now are tuning 
into online broadcasts are perhaps finding comfort in 

prayer,” he explained.
“Once our churches are able to open up again, I think 

that we also will have learned some important pastoral les-
sons. We’re right now in school, so the lessons we’re learn-
ing will have to be shown when this pandemic, God willing, 
is over,” he said.

“I think that this could be an event or a situation that 
finds people wanting to come together in public worship at 
their churches,” added Bishop Kenneth. “Perhaps what we 
saw in the past is a lot of people saying, ‘Do I really need to 
go to church to pray,’ and now they don’t – but are they 
praying?”

He believes the COVID-related, physical-distancing rules 
in place in the U.K. and around the world could also pro-
vide a learning experience for priests.

“That we are able to provide pastoral service to a large 
degree through social media is a great thing – and maybe it 
is teaching us pastors the importance of communication,” 
said Bishop Kenneth. “Did we take the ability to communi-
cate to people for granted? And now I think we have to find 
new and innovative ways.”

For now, London’s new and technically only Catholic 
bishop (Cardinal Nichols’s ecclesiastical authority bears 
the name of England’s pre-British capital) will have to 
acquaint himself with his new eparchy in an online envi-
ronment.

He is holding regular videoconferences with his clergy 
that consists of 14 priests responsible for 27 parishes and 
missions throughout England, Scotland and Wales. 
Reaching his flock, estimated at 18,000 people throughout 
the U.K., will be limited to the web.

Right now, Bishop Kenneth, who has shown no symp-
toms of COVID-19, is like most Britons, staying at home – in 
his case a four-story brick building adjacent to the cathe-
dral, which serves as his residence and chancery.

“It’s kind of difficult to stay indoors because we’ve had 
beautiful, beautiful sunny warm weather,” he said, noting 
that he stays in touch with his mother in Saskatoon via 
Facebook Messenger. “I was standing on my balcony and I 
was thinking, ‘Why am I sitting indoors?’ – but of course 
you have to be.”

However, as Bishop Kenneth pointed out, “we’re in Lent 
right now – we’re in the Great Fast – and so for Catholics 
around the world it is a time in general for sacrifice.”

“I certainly didn’t expect that what I would be giving up 
for Lent is freedom and the ability to move about. But I am 
turning it into a spiritual exercise,” he mused.

At the enthronement of the new Ukrainian Catholic bishop for the Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy of the Holy Family 
in London (from left) are: the Rev. Bohdan Bliynuk, the Rev. Mark Woodruff, the Very Rev. Ivan Dankevych, the 
Very Rev. Mitred Archpriest Mykola Matwijiwskyj, Bishop Kenneth Nowakowski, Cardinal Vincent Nichols, the 

Very Rev. David Senyk, Father Carlos Mekekiuk, cantor Andrij Bebko and canon Christopher Thomas.

Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy of the Holy Family of London

Bishop Kenneth Nowakowski with the papal bull.
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SOCCER
Shakhtar wins 2-1 against Wolfsburg

Shakhtar Donetsk won 2-1 against Wolfsburg 
(Germany) on March 12 in the first-leg match of the UEFA 
Europa League Round of 16. The match was held in an 
empty stadium due to the coronavirus outbreak. Junior 
Moraes opened the scoring for Shakhtar in the 17th min-
ute, but Wolfsburg’s John Anthony Brooks equalized in the 
48th minute before the half. Shakhtar’s Marcos Antonio 
secured the win in the 73rd minute. The next match was 
scheduled for March 19, but due to measures to stem the 
spread of coronavirus, all UEFA and national league match-
es have been suspended. The draw for the quarterfinals 
was scheduled for March 20, with no new dates yet 
announced by officials. 

BOXING
Radchenko loses by majority decision

Cruiserweight Serhiy Radchenko (7-6, 2 KO) lost by 
majority decision after 10 rounds against Artur Szpilka 
(24-4, 16 KO) of Poland on March 7 in Lomza, Poland. 
Judges scored the fight 95-93, 95-92, 94-94.

Usyk fight scheduled for May 23

Heavyweight contender Oleksandr Usyk (17-0, 13 KO) is 
set to fight against Derek Chisora (32-9, 23 KO) of Great 
Britain on May 23 at O2 Arena in London. The fight will be 
broadcast by DAZN and Sky Sports. Usyk, the former undis-
puted cruiserweight champion, held a press conference on 
March 13 with Chisora to announce the fight details. 

27 medals at women’s cup in Riga

Ukraine’s women boxers won 27 medals at the Third 
Riga Ladies Boxing Cup on March 4-9 in Riga, Latvia. Yulia 
Demianenko (48 kg), Inna Statkevych (54 kg) and Snizhana 
Kholodkova (57 kg) won gold medals; Mariana Maksymiv 
(54 kg), Yaroslava Marynchuk (57 kg), Hanna Okhrei (60 
kg) and Maria Bova (69 kg) won silver medals; and Hanna 
Okhota (51 kg), Kateryna Rohova (60 kg), Lina 
Karichenska (64 kg), Maria Borutsa (75 kg), Tetiana 
Petrovych ((75 kg), Maria Lovchynska (+81 kg) and Maria 
Kryvonis (+81 kg) won bronze medals. In the youth divi-
sion, the junior women won 13 medals – three gold, three 
silver and seven bronze.

TENNIS
Svitolina wins Monterrey title

Top-seeded Elina Svitolina captured her first title of the 
2020 season when she defeated Marie Bouzkova, 7-5, 4-6, 
6-4, in the gritty three-hour Abierto GNP Seguros final in 
Monterrey, Mexico, on March 8. The hard-fought win ended 
a title drought of over a year for the WTA’s No. 7 ranked 
player. “It feels amazing,” the Ukrainian said in her post-
match press conference. “It’s another step towards my 
goals and I’m moving in the right direction. I’m happy that 
it’s going the right way.” Svitolina served six aces and won 
almost 75 percent of points on her first serve against first-
time WTA singles finalist Bouzkova, ranked No. 57. In the 
final set, Svitolina won 67 percent of her first-serve points 
to her opponent’s 45 percent, helping her secure victory. In 
the semifinal, Svitolina won 6-0, 6-1 against Arantxa Rus of 
the Netherlands, and in the quarterfinal won 6-4, 7-5 
against Leylah Fernandez of Canada. 

Kostyuk wins singles and doubles

Seventeen-year-old Ukrainian Marta Kostyuk won the 
ITF World Tennis Tour singles title by defeating Spain’s 
Aliona Bolsova Zadoinov, 6-1, 6-0 in a 54-minute finals 
match in Cairo, Egypt, on February 23. This was the third 
singles title for the 168th ranked Kostyuk and earned her 
$60,000 in prize money. Her victory moved her up to a 
WTA world ranking of No. 138. Kostyuk disposed of 
Russian Varvara Grachova (6-2, 6-2) in the round of 32, 
Austrian Melanie Klaffner (6-1, 6-4) in the round of 16, 
Bulgarian Isabella Shinikova (6-1, 6-3) in the quarterfinals 
and fellow Ukrainian Daria Snigur (7-5, 7-6 (4)) in the 
semifinals. Kostyuk also won the doubles title at the ITF 
World Tennis Tour in Cairo. She and Russian partner 
Kamilla Dakhimova bested Anastasiya Shoshina (Ukraine) 
and Paula Kania (Poland), 6-3, 2-6, 10-6.

BIATHLON
Bekh wins gold in Hochfilzen

Kateryna Bekh won gold in the women’s 7.5-kilometer 

sprint (24:50.2 seconds) at the Junior Open European 
Championships on March 11-12 in Hochfilzen, Austria. 
Bekh missed one shot but bested her nearest competitor, 
Laura Boucaud of France, by 21.4 seconds. 

Silver medal at Nove Mesto

Artem Pryma, Serhiy Semenov, Ruslan Tkalenko and 
Dmytro Pidruchniy won silver in the men’s 4x7.5-kilome-
ter relay (1:11:03.5 seconds) at the World Cup in Nove 
Mesto, the Czech Republic, on March 5-8. The team missed 
a total of five shots and finished 38.2 seconds behind 
Norway.

SWIMMING
Gold medals at World Series

Ukraine’s synchronized swimming team won five gold 
medals at the FINA Artistic Swimming World Series in Paris 
on March 6-8. In the women’s duet technical, Anastasiya 
Savchuk and Marta Fiedina won gold with 90.8721 points. 
The two women also won gold in the duet free routine 
(92.8667 points). Fiedina won the women’s solo free 
(91.8000 points) and the women’s solo technical (89.6571 
points). Kateryna Reznik, Anastasiia Soldatenkova, Savchuk, 
Fiedina, Vladyslava Aleksiiva, Alina Shynkarenko Yana 
Nariezhna, Maryna Aleksiiva and Olesia Derevianchenko 
won gold in the women’s team highlight event (92.8333 
points). Ukraine also won gold in the women’s team free 
combination with 93.8000 points (Yelyzaveta Yakhno, 
Soldatenkova, Derevianchenko, Reznik, Shynkarenko, the 
Aleksiiva sisters, Fiedina, Nariezhna and Savchuk). Ukraine 
also won gold in the women’s team free event (94.6000 
points) with Fiedina, Savchuk, the Aleksiiva sisters, Reznik, 
Shynkarenko, Nariezhna and Yakhno. 

OLYMPICS
Horuna earns spot for Tokyo

Karate champion Stanislav Horuna (75 kg) qualified for 
a spot at the 2021 Tokyo Olympic Games after the most 
recent tournaments were cancelled due to the coronavirus 
pandemic. The top-four rated athletes in each weight cate-
gory received Olympic qualification, as well as karate ath-
letes from Japan, the host nation. In addition to Horuna, 
Anzhelika Terliuha also received qualification for the Tokyo 
Olympics, which were originally scheduled for this year.

Top-seeded Elina Svitolina in Monterrey, Mexico, 
where she won her first tennis title of 2020 on March 8.

Abierto GNP Seguros

ПЛЕМ’Я ПЛАСТУНОК  „ПЕРШІ СТЕЖІ“
влаштовує

„ДЕННИЙ ТАБІР ПТАШАТ ПРИ ПЛАСТІ“
     для дітей від 4 до 6 років, які володіють 

(розуміють і розмовляють) українською мовою

• Дитина мусить мати закінчених 4 роки життя до 31 серпня 2020 р. Вийнятків немає. 
• Дитина мусить мати усі приписані щеплення.
• Дитина, яка склала Заяву Вступу до новацтва, не може брати участи в таборaх для Пташат.

 Табір відбудеться на Союзівці
від неділі, 28 червня, до суботи, 4 липня 2020 р.

У справі кімнат просимо порозуміватися безпосередньо з Адміністрацією Союзівки:
SOYUZIVKA, P. O. Box 529, 216 Foordmore Road, Kerhonkson, NY 12446

                         (845) 626-5641;  www. Soyuzivka.com;  Fax: 845-626-4638

• Tаборова оплата: $150.00 ($20.00 незворотні)
• Зголошення і таборову оплату (чек виписаний на Plast – Pershi Stezhi) надсилати до: 

Chrystya Silecky, 312 Kerry Ct, Cranberry Twsp, PA 16066 • Tel.: 636-219-3358

• Реченець зголошень: 15 травня 2020 р.  •  Після реченця зголошень не приймаємо.
• Лікарську посвідку НЕ пересилати з анкетою зголошення. Просимо передати при       
   реєстрації.

КАРТА ЗГОЛОШЕННЯ НА ТАБІР ПТАШАТ-2019

Ім’я і прізвище дитини ....................................................................................................................
                        по-українськи і по-англійськи

Дата народження ...............................................................................................................................
Адреса ....................................................................................................................................................
Телефон .................................................... E-mail ..............................................................................

Просимо залучити посвідку дати народження дитини, яку вперше вписуєтe 
на табір, що відбудеться від 28 червня до 4 липня 2020 р.

    Розмір таборової сорочинки дитини: ☐ 6-8,  ☐10-12,    ☐14-16.
     ☐ Залучую чек на суму $..............           ☐ Резервую кімнату на Союзівці

................................................................................................................................................................
ім’я і прізвище матері (подати дівоче прізвище)

Завваги ................................................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................................................
 ...............................................................................................................Підпис батька або матері
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especially during this difficult time, to have 
constant communication and partnership 
with the state institutions. For it is only 
through the concerted efforts of both the 
government and civil society, of which the 
religious community is a part, that this dif-
ficult challenge can be met. (Religious 
Information Service of Ukraine)

Ukraine uncovers spy channel to FSB

Ukraine’s Security Service (SBU) says it 
has breached an espionage communication 
channel between a high-ranking Ukrainian 
naval officer and staff from Russia’s main 
spy agency, the FSB, on the Russian-
occupied Crimean peninsula. Procedures 
have begun to remove the officer’s access 
to confidential information and strip him of 
his rank, the SBU said in a statement on 
March 31. It did not give the officer’s name, 
former rank or current status. According to 
the statement, the officer maintained his 
loyalty to Kyiv while he was in service in 
Crimea when Russia took over the peninsu-
la in 2014. It said the officer refused to 
assist Russian security forces in occupying 
a naval academy in the port city of 
Sevastopol. However, upon transferring to 
mainland Ukraine after the Russian inva-
sion, the officer continued to “maintain 
constant contacts with existing personnel 
of the FSB,” the SBU said. Among them 
were “former SBU servicemen Andrey 
Gaponenko,  Petro  Z ima,  Dmitry 
Pylypchenko, who moved to the enemy’s 
side during the annexation of the 
Autonomous Republic of Crimea in 2014.” 

After moving to mainland Ukraine, the offi-
cer visited his native Crimea and allegedly 
had personal meetings with the former 
SBU officers, according to the statement. It 
said the navy officer had “access to confi-
dential information that is of a particularly 
important nature related to defense.” The 
SBU published a video on social media 
allegedly showing the man making confes-
sions. (RFE/RL)

EU pledges support for Eastern Partnership

The European Commission says it has 
reallocated more than 140 million euros 
($154 million U.S.) to help Armenia, 
Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia, Moldova and 
Ukraine in their fight against the coronavi-
rus pandemic. In a statement on March 30, 
the commission said it would also “redirect 
the use of existing instruments” worth up 
to 700 million euros ($772 million) to help 
the six countries of the EU’s Eastern 
Partnership program mitigate the socioeco-
nomic impact of the crisis. “These are very 
difficult times not only for the EU, but for 
our  partner  countr ies  as  wel l ,” 
Commissioner for Neighborhood Policy 
and Enlargement Negotiations Oliver 
Varhelyi said. The EU is “responding both 
to the immediate needs of the health sys-
tems, as well as longer term needs to the 
most vulnerable groups in society and 
small and medium-sized enterprises.” The 
commission said it would support the sup-
ply of medical devices and personal protec-
tive equipment, such as ventilators, labora-
tory kits, masks and goggles worth 30 mil-
lion euros ($33 million) to the health sys-
tems of the six countries in the coming 
weeks. The funds would also be used to 
support the training of medical and labora-

tory staff, as well as awareness-raising 
measures to the populations. The redirect-
ed funds worth 700 million euros will be 
used mainly to provide liquidity in the six 
countries, including through “working capi-
tal, trade finance or moratoria on debt ser-
vice,” and to help small and medium-sized 
enterprises access credit and boost their 
businesses after the crisis. (Rikard Jozwiak 
of RFE/RL)

Operation UNIFIER troops to be reduced

The number of Canadian Armed Forces 
personnel on Operation UNIFIER, Canada’s 
military training mission to Ukraine, will be 
reduced due to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
Canada’s Department of Defense reported. 
A statement released by the department 
noted: “In light of the current COVID-19 
pandemic situation both at home and 
abroad, and the suspension of non-critical 
activities on CAF-deployed operations, 
there will be a reduction in the number of 
personnel departing in early April on Op 
UNIFIER. The need for additional personnel 
to deploy into theater will be reassessed as 
the situation evolves. Where an estimated 
200 CAF members were scheduled to 
deploy, now approximately 60 members 
will relieve the current rotation (ROTO 8) of 
personnel following the completion of their 
six-month deployment. Every measure will 
be taken to ensure the health and safety of 
CAF deploying personnel to Ukraine, as we 
are currently doing so with deployed CAF 
members under Op UNIFIER. These mem-
bers will maintain essential and mission-
critical activities with our allied, partner 
and host nations, and maintain coordina-
tion and planning activities for future train-
ing and exercises.” Previously, the Canadian 
Press (CP) had reported that the coronavi-
rus crisis “has left 200 Canadian soldiers in 
Ukraine – and their families back home – in 
limbo as commanders weigh whether they 
should be replaced with new troops, kept in 
place for the time being or pulled out entire-
ly until the pandemic subsides.” Canada has 
had military trainers in Ukraine since the 
summer of 2015, during which time they 
have instructed around 17,000 Ukrainian 
troops in the basics of soldiering as well as 
some advanced skills such as first aid and 
explosives disposal, the CP noted. The cur-
rent contingent of Operation UNIFIER 
troops arrived in Ukraine in October 2019 
and was supposed to be replaced by a new 
group in April. (Ukrainian Canadian Congress 
Daily Briefing, Canadian Department of 
Defense, The Canadian Press)

UCC seeks government support

The Ukrainian Canadian Congress (UCC) 
has called upon the government of Canada 
to provide robust support to charitable and 
non-profit organizations affected by the 
COVID-19 pandemic. “Charitable and non-
profit organizations are the lifeblood of 
communities across Canada. They deliver 
essential services and support to the most 
vulnerable members in our society and 
enrich the lives of all Canadians,” stated 
Alexandra Chyczij, national president of the 
UCC. “The cancellation of events, programs 
and other activities is creating serious chal-
lenges for non-profits and charities. These 
are difficult times, and they call for bold, 
sustained and rapid action. United in com-
mon purpose, I am certain that we will be 
able to overcome this crisis.” The UCC sur-
veyed its member organizations, provincial 
councils and local branches on the impact 
to the community of the COVID-19 crisis. 
On March 25, the UCC presented a brief to 
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, recom-
mending a series of government actions in 
support of charitable, non-profit and com-
munity organizations. The UCC recom-
mends that the government of Canada: 
introduce wage subsidies of 100 percent of 
the maximum EI and CPP benefits, easing 
the ability of not-for-profits and charities to 

cover payroll and keep delivering services 
to Canadians; introduce direct short-term 
government cash disbursements to not-for-
profits to allow them to surmount the 
growing liquidity crisis being faced by not-
for-profits and charities; ensure that not-
for-profits and charities are eligible for gov-
ernment of Canada economic stimulus 
funding and for emergency loans; intro-
duce an immediate enhancement of the 
charitable donation tax credit; and work 
with municipalities to provide relief for 
not-for-profits and charities on property 
tax payments. In order to ensure that all 
Canadians are well-informed about govern-
ment advice and directives on countering 
the COVID-19 crisis, the UCC recommends 
that the government of Canada: provide a 
short daily written update with important 
information/directives/advice from the 
government of Canada and Public Health 
Authorities; work with ethnocultural com-
munities and translators to provide infor-
mation in heritage languages to those in 
Canada who have limited knowledge of 
English or French; and work with ethnocul-
tural community media to ensure that 
information from the government of 
Canada is available to these media outlets 
in the languages in which they operate. UCC 
CEO Ihor Michalchyshyn participated in 
conference calls by Minister of Families, 
Children and Social Development Ahmed 
Hussen and Minister of Small Business, 
Export Promotion and International Trade 
Mary Ng with sector stakeholders to dis-
cuss these issues in more detail. (Ukrainian 
Canadian Congress Daily Briefing)

Petition to Zelenskyy on Consultative Council

A group of Ukrainian patriots from the 
Donbas, some of whom are former prison-
ers of the Russian-controlled Donetsk and 
Luhansk “peoples’ republics” issued an 
appeal to Ukraine’s President Zelenskyy to 
warn him against the possible signing by 
Ukraine of agreements that would legiti-
mize these terrorist organizations and 
remove responsibility from Russia for its 
aggression against Ukraine. Radio Svoboda 
reported that the online petition to Mr. 
Zelenskyy demanding that the president 
cancel the agreement on forming a so-
called Consultative Council with “represen-
tatives” of “certain areas” of the Donetsk 
and Luhansk oblasts had garnered the nec-
essary number of signatures (25,000) to 
require a response. Radio Svoboda report-
ed that the e-petition on the site of the 
Presidential Office demands that the signa-
tures of the representative of Ukraine and 
the agreement of the head of the 
Presidential Office Andriy Yermak on the 
protocol of the March 11 meeting of the 
Trilateral Contact Group in Minsk be imme-
diately cancelled. Radio Svoboda reported 
that the author of the petition cites the 
point in the protocol which states that at 
the next meeting of the TCG on March 25, it 
was decided to sign an agreement on the 
formation at the TCG of a “Consultative 
Council,” and that Ukraine and “representa-
tives” of “certain regions” of Donetsk and 
Luhansk oblasts would have voting rights 
on this council, while Russia, together with 
France, Germany and the Organization for 
Security and Cooperation in Europe, would 
be present as observers. “In this way, the 
sides of the negotiations become Ukraine 
and the Russian-occupied territories, 
Russia’s position that there is a ‘civil war’ in 
Ukraine becomes legitimized, and Russia is 
turned from an aggressor into a mediator 
between warring parties together with 
France, Germany and the OSCE, even 
though the whole world knows that ‘repre-
sentatives’ of occupied Donetsk and 
Luhansk are not independent subjects, are 
completely controlled by Moscow and are 
simply local collaborators of the Russian 
occupiers,” the petition reads. “The actions 

(Continued on page 13)
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of Andriy Yermak and Leonid Kuchma on 
March 11, 2020, legitimize these collabora-
tors in the eyes of the international com-
munity, violate Ukrainian legislation and 
contain signs of treason, since it is to the 
benefit of the aggressor if these actions 

turn the aggressor into a mediator in a so-
called intra-Ukrainian conflict. These 
actions strengthen the aggressor because 
they open the road to the lifting of sanc-
tions,” the petition underscores. As it 
turned out, the March 25 meeting of the 
Trilateral Contact Group was held via vid-
eoconference and no agreements were 
signed. (Ukrainian Canadian Congress Daily 
Briefing, Radio Svoboda)

(Continued from page 12)
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It is with deep sorrow we announce that

Orest Lubomyr Pelech, Ph.D.
passed away on Friday, March 13, 2020

 at home after a long illness at the age of 73.

He was born March 7, 1947 in Augsburg, Germany, in a displaced 
persons camp following his parents’ escape from Ukraine.  His family 
emigrated to Argentina and later to the United States in 1954, settling 

 rst in Bridgeport, CT., then in Newark, NJ.

Dr. Pelech graduated from Seton Hall Prep and Antioch College.  He 
earned his Ph.D. in history from Princeton University with a dissertation 
on the formation of Ukrainian national identity.  He also earned his 
Master in Library Sciences at Rutgers University and then worked as a 
Slavic librarian at Princeton, before moving to Duke University, where 
he taught history, Slavic languages, literature and religion, in addition 
to duties as a librarian.

When he retired, he came to live on the Eastern Shore of Virginia, 
where he found a deep sense of community. He had an abiding 
passion for history, language, ballet, music, chess and cooking.  He 
loved teaching chess to children, especially at the elementary level.  
He believed that chess taught patience, impulse control and fostered 
long-term thinking.  He and his wife, MaryKay, loved cooking together 
and sharing exotic cuisines with their friends and family.

He is survived by his wife, MaryKay Mulligan, his sisters, Irena 
Pelech Zwarych with husband Mykola and son Andrij of Huntingdon 
Valley, PA and Daria Pelech of North Port, FL, and two daughters from 
a previous marriage, Daria Pelech and Isabel Pelech Williams, and two 
grandchildren.  A celebration of his life will be held this summer.

Memorial contributions may be made to the Eastern Shore SPCA, 
P.O. Box 164, Onley, VA 23418 or the Foodbank of the Eastern Shore, 
P.O. Box 518, Onley, VA 23418. Memorial tributes may be shared with 
the family at:  www.williamsfuneralhome.com.

May his memory be eternal!

With deep sorrow we share with family and friends 
that on March 15, 2020 our loving mother, grandmother, 

great-grandmother, sister and aunt

Rosalia Stadnyk
passed into eternity at the age of 97. She was predeceased by her 

husband Wasyl Stadnyk, her sons John and Bohdan, her brother Walter 
and her sisters Ste	 a Urbanowicz and Anna Halenda.

A Memorial Service was held at St. Andrews Ukrainian Catholic Church 
on March 17 and a graveside Service was conducted at the Holy Spirit 
Cemetery, both located in Campbell Hall, New York.

Rosalia Otta was born on June 26, 1922 in Rudenka Ukraine, were 
she grew up and later married Wasyl Standnyk in 1942. Eventually the 
Stadnyk family migrated to America and settled in New York City in 1949.

She was a devoted parishioner of the St. George Ukrainian Church 
there until 1996 when she relocated to Midland Park, New Jersey.

With great sorrow she is survived by her; 

daughter  Irene Khowaylo and her husband Oleh.
grandsons   Alex and Michael
great-grandchildren Lucas and Grace
sister   Joanna Seniuk
nephews   Dan Wota and  his wife Bettina
    Zen Seniuk and his wife Karen   

    Bohdan Seniuk and his wife Candi
grand-nieces  Olivia and Miranda

Vichnaya Pamyat!

With deep sorrow we announce that 

Marta Sawczuk 
passed away on February 29th, 2020 

at the age of 78.
Marta was born on October 29, 1941 

in Lviv, Ukraine. After spending time in Vienna and 
Tunisia, she immigrated with her parents to New York 
City in 1954.  Upon completing her undergraduate 
education at Barnard and receiving a Master’s in 
Library Sciences at Columbia University, Marta 
spent her career at Jersey City State College as a Librarian.

Marta loved books, classical music, and crossword puzzles. She traveled 
extensively, including several trips to Ukraine. She also translated numerous 
Lina Kostenko poems into English. And Marta actively supported several 
causes including homelessness, veterans, and animal welfare.

Marta was preceded in death by her husband and love of her life - 
Konstantyn Sawczuk – as well as her parents – Walter and Myroslava 
Sawchak, and her in-laws – Paul and Sophia Sawczuk.

Funeral service was held at St. Andrew Memorial Church in South 
Bound Brook, NJ, followed by interment next to her husband, Konstantyn 
Sawczuk, on March 6, 2020.

Marta leaves behind:
• son - Adrian Sawczuk 
• daughter-in-law - Dara Liberatore-Sawczuk
• grandson - Hamilton Konstantyn Sawczuk
…and numerous friends and colleagues whose life she enriched 

during her time.

Day, Night, Moment, Eternity

Day, night, moment, eternity,
peace, the stormiest wave –
the magical tenderness of your eyes
the melting metal of your lips.

Seeking shelter during a leap year’s night,
when the earth makes its revolutions –
you will hold me against your shoulder
with the timeless gesture of a violinist.

Donations may be made to a scholarship in her and her husband’s 
memory at St. Peter’s University. Link for online donation - https://alumni.
saintpeters.edu/give   Please indicate Sawczuk Scholarship.

Lina Kostenko, translated from Ukrainian by Marta Sawczuk

It is with great sorrow we announce 
that our beloved father, brother, 

grandfather, and uncle 

Lev (Leo) Markiw 
fell asleep in the Lord 

on March 19, 2020 at the age of 94. 

He was born on October 25, 1925 in Ternopil, 
Ukraine. For many years Leo was a member of St. 
Michael’s Ukrainian Catholic Church choir and the Holy Name Society 
in New Haven, CT. The graveside panakhyda was held at Oak Hill Burial 
Park in Lakeland, Florida on March 23, 2020. 

Remaining in deep sorrow:
daughter   - Raissa with husband Joe Horstmeier 

      of Glendale, Wisconsin 
daughter   - Daria Markiw of Lakeland, Florida 
daughter   - Maria with husband David Brown 

      of Lakeland, Florida
son   - Omelan with wife Svitlana 

      of Ardmore, Pennsylvania 
grandchildren  - Elizabeth and Gregory Horstmeier, Michael 

      and Stephen Brown, Maxim and Danylo Markiw 
brothers   - Roman and Bohdan Markiw with their families 

Leo was preceded in death by his sister Wira Husak, parents Omelan 
and Maria and his beloved wife of 46 years Oryssia (née Belej).

Donations in Leo Markiw’s memory can be made to the following:
• Epiphany of Our Lord Ukrainian Catholic Church
  434 90th Avenue N
  Saint Petersburg, Florida 33702
  https://www.epiphanyukrch.com/

• Ukrainian Catholic Education Foundation (UCEF)
  2247 W Chicago Avenue
  Chicago, IL 60622
  https://www.ucef.org

Eternal Memory!   Вічная Пам`ять! 
https://www.lanier.care/obituary/Leo-Markiw
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Нехaй Божa лaскa 
зійде з небес,

Смaчнa буде Пaскa
Христос Воскрес!

Христос Воскрес! Воістину Воскрес!

КРАЙОВА ПЛАСТОВА СТАРШИНА США

З НАГОДИ СВЯТА ВОСКРЕСІННЯ, 
КРАЙОВА ПЛАСТОВА СТАРШИНА В США 

вітає 
Всіх укрaїнців нa рідних землях і в діяспорі, Ієрархів 

українських церков і духовенство тa Український уряд, 
Проводи Головної Пластової Ради і Головної Булави, 

Крайову Пластову Старшину в усіх країнах, 
де існує Пласт, і всю пластову родину.

The Executive Committee 
of the Ukrainian National Association

and the UNA’s newspapers, 
Svoboda and The Ukrainian Weekly 

extend best wishes for a Happy Easter to the leaders of Ukrainian Churches; 
Ukrainian organizations; the UNA General Assembly; District Committees; 

Branches and members; readers of the UNA publications,
as well as Ukrainian communities in the diaspora and Ukraine.

Christ is Risen!  Indeed He is Risen!
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Радісних Свят

Воскресіння Христового

родині, приятелям, знайомим,
головному урядові УНСоюзу,
працівникам, управам округ 

та відділів

щиро бажають

Стефан і Святослава Качараї
з родиною

Happy Easter! 
Христос Воскрес!  

Peter Serba          Eugene Serba

to family and friends,  
members of the UNA General Assembly,

 Branch Secretaries, and all UNA employees.

Yuriy and Nataliya Symczyk
with children Victoria and Diana

Happy Easter

to all our family 
and friends

Luba and 
George 

Walchuk

John, Olya and Marko 
Czerkas

Wishing you a very 

Happy Easter

Христос Воскрес!

God’s Blessings to all
during this Joyous Easter Season

� e Horbaty Family
Gloria (Paproski) Horbaty, National Advisor,

with husband Donald
children: Roman and Chrystyna

grandchildren: Tristan and Justyna

Wishing our family and friends 

a very 

          Happy Easter! 

Irene Jarosewich 
with husband Oleksandr

CHRIST IS RІSEN!   TRULY HE IS RISEN!

Wishing a Happy Easter 
to all our family and friends

the Puzyk Family 
- Bohdan, Bohdana 

and Alexander
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To all our family and friends,

Happy Easter!

Oksana and George Stanko

Радісних Свят

ВОСКРЕСІННЯ  ХРИСТОВОГО   

бажаю

родині, приятелям,
        членам Головного Уряду,
  як також працівникам

Українського Народного Союзу
та видавництва „Свобода“ 

   і The Ukrainian Weekly.

УЛЯНА ДЯЧУК

We greet all our
dear friends

and colleagues
with a joyful

Христос Воскрес!

– Andriy, Roma, 
Markian and Paul Hadzewycz

ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС!

З радісним Святом

Воскресіння Христового 
сердечно вітаємо 

Рідних, Приятелів і Знайомих.

НЕОНІ ЛЯ СОХАН 
і  син ТАРАС СОХАН

Веселих Свят
Воскресіння Христового

родині, приятелям
 і знайомим

бажають

д-р Юрій і Христя Демидович
з родиною

 

НАТАЛКА та ІГОР ҐАВДЯКИ
з родиною

ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС!

Радісних  Свят

ВОСКРЕСІННЯ  ХРИСТОВОГО
РОДИНІ, ПРИЯТЕЛЯМ

І ВСІМ ЧЛЕНАМ УАКРади

бажають

Best wishes 
to my family and friends.
May your life be blessed 
with joy and prosperity.

Happy Easter!
Mary J. Kramarenko

Ukrainian National Association
Plastovyi Branch 450 

wishes its members, their families and friends,
UNA General Assembly and employees 
a joyful, healthy and a blessed Easter!

  Христос Воскрес!    
    Christ is Risen!

Adia Fedash, Branch Chairperson
Motria Milanytch, Secretary,  

917-841-0962



No. 14THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY      SUNDAY, APRIL 5, 202018

With the Resurrection of Christ
let us greet you all,
and sincerely wish
health, happiness, 

and joy in every soul.

Christ is Risen!

Lidia and Orest Bilous

Вже 47 років обслуговуємо українську громаду в США.

Wishing our family and friends 
a blessed Easter. May the promise 

of this day � ll you with faith, joy and love.

Happy Easter!

Romanna and Michael Frye, 
Irena Zyla

  З радісним Святом

ХРИСТОВОГО ВОСКРЕСІННЯ

сердечно вітаю 

друзів, приятелів і всю 
українську громаду

та бажаю

жити в здоров’ї, радості та любові
з надією на краще майбутнє України.

МИРОСЛАВА МИРОШНИЧЕНКО

215-941-8620;    ztc@earthlink.net

Christ is Rіsen!   Truly He is Risen!

Wishing a Happy Easter
to all our 

family, friends and clients.

On the joyous celebration of
Christ’s Resurrection,

we send best wishes to all of our 
members and active athletes.

  e Executive Board 
of the UAEA Chornomorska Sitch

Christ is Risen!

May your hearts 
be � lled with happiness, 

joy and love.

Lubomyr and Dwanna Zyla

Happy Easter
to our family and friends. 
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Воістину Воскрес!
 

Христос В
оскрес! 

Main office
215 Second Avenue,  

New York, N.Y. 10003  
Tel. (212) 533-2980 

Fax. (212) 995-5204

Brooklyn
1678 East 17th Street,   

Brooklyn, N.Y. 11229
Tel. (718) 376-5057 

Fax. (718) 376-5670

Perth aMBoy
615 Amboy Avenue,  

Perth Amboy, N.J. 08861
Tel. (732) 802-0480 

Fax. (732) 802-0484

South Bound  
Brook

35 Main Street 
South Bound Brook, N.J. 08880  

Tel. (732) 469-9085 
Fax. (732) 469-9165

Вітаємо наших дорогих членів, 
громаду та український народ
зі світлими Великодніми  
Святами!    BRANCH offiCeS:
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та бажає
своїм членам і всій українській громаді Північної Америки,

України і світу духовного скріплення і Божих благ.

НТШ-А щиро вдячне громаді за досьогоднішню підтримку 
наших видавничих та інших наукових проєктів на 

терені Америки й України.

НАУКОВЕ ТОВАРИСТВО ім. ШЕВЧЕНКА в АМЕРИЦІ

            вітає зі святом

ХРИСТОВОГО ВОСКРЕСІННЯ

СТАНИЧНА СТАРШИНА
ПЛАСТОВОЇ СТАНИЦІ
В НЬЮ-ЙОРКУ

бажає

УКРАЇНСЬКІЙ ГРОМАДІ, ПЛАСТОВІЙ ФУНДАЦІЇ,
СВОЇМ ЖЕРТВОДАВЦЯМ ТА УСІМ ПЛАСТУНАМ 
І ПРИЯТЕЛЯМ ПЛАСТУ

РАДІСНОГО СВЯТА
ВОСКРЕСІННЯ
ХРИСТОВОГО

www.plastnyc.org

www.uabpa.org 

Ukrainian American Business 
and Professionals Association 

is wishing its members, supporters 
and the whole Ukrainian community 

a Very 
Happy Easter
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ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС!

Iskra Ukrainian Dance Ensemble and Academy
wishes a 

Blessed Easter 
to its students and their families, supporters 

and the Ukrainian community.

Orphans’ Aid Society
extends to our

members, benefactors, supporters 
and the Ukrainian community
best wishes for a Blessed Easter.

Christ Is Risen!      He Truly Has Risen!
Board of Directors 136 Second Ave., Suite 504, New York, NY 10003

www.oasukraine.org  •  oasnyo@gmail.com
516-250-7805

Greetings from KLK 
to all our members, family and friends!

May your Easter be � lled with love and peace 
that comes from His Resurrection

CHRIST IS RISEN!    INDEED HE HAS RISEN!

In this di   cult time for the world, the coronavirus,

Ukrainian Congress Committee of America
would like to extend its warmest greetings 

on the joyous occasion of Christ’s Resurrection to
Hierarchies of the Ukrainian Churches,

the Leadership of the Ukrainian World Congress,
the Executive Boards of our member organizations, 

the boards and members of our UCCA branches 
and all the Ukrainian people in Ukraine 

and in the diaspora!

Christ Is Risen! Indeed He Is Risen!
Visit us at 

www.ucef.org

Український Католицький Університет і Українська Католицька Освітня 
Фундація бажають Вам світлих і радісних Великодніх свят. Нехай 

Воскреслий Господь благословляє Ваші серця, Ваш дім та Ваших близьких!
Завітайте до нас www.ucef.org або телефонуйте 1-773-235-8462 (USA),  

1-866-871-8007 (CANADA)

  Небеса достойно нехай веселяться, земля ж нехай радіє, 
нехай святкує увесь видимий світ і невидимий, Христос бо 
воскрес — радість вічна!       
               

         
— Пасхальна утреня, пісня 1

Христос Воскрес! Christ is risen!

� e Ukrainian Catholic University 
and the Ukrainian Catholic Education Foundation 
wish you much happiness during this joyous time. 
May the miracle of this Easter season bless your 

heart, your home and those you love!

Український Католицький Університет і Українська Католицька Освітня 
Фундація бажають Вам світлих і радісних Великодніх свят. Нехай 

Воскреслий Господь благословляє Ваші серця, Ваш дім та Ваших близьких!
Завітайте до нас www.ucef.org або телефонуйте 1-773-235-8462 (USA),  

1-866-871-8007 (CANADA)

  Небеса достойно нехай веселяться, земля ж нехай радіє, 
нехай святкує увесь видимий світ і невидимий, Христос бо 
воскрес — радість вічна!       
               

         
— Пасхальна утреня, пісня 1

Христос Воскрес! Christ is risen!

Український Католицький Університет і Українська Католицька Освітня 
Фундація бажають Вам світлих і радісних Великодніх свят. Нехай 

Воскреслий Господь благословляє Ваші серця, Ваш дім та Ваших близьких!
Завітайте до нас www.ucef.org або телефонуйте 1-773-235-8462 (USA),  

1-866-871-8007 (CANADA)

  Небеса достойно нехай веселяться, земля ж нехай радіє, 
нехай святкує увесь видимий світ і невидимий, Христос бо 
воскрес — радість вічна!       
               

         
— Пасхальна утреня, пісня 1

Христос Воскрес! Christ is risen!
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УКРАЇНСЬКИЙ ІНСТИТУТ 
АМЕРИКИ

вітає щирим

ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС!
ВСЕЧЕСНЕ ДУХОВЕНСТВО

УКРАЇНСЬКИХ ЦЕРКОВ,
УПРАВИ ТА ЧЛЕНСТВО ВСІХ 
УКРАЇНСЬКИХ ОРГАНІЗАЦІЙ

І ВСІХ СВОЇХ ЧЛЕНІВ, ПРИЯТЕЛІВ
ТА ЛАСКАВИХ ЖЕРТВОДАВЦІВ.

2 East 79th Sreet, New York, NY 10075
www.ukrainianinstitute.org

 
З нагоди 

Христового Воскресіння 
Екзекутива та Рада Директорів

Злученого Українського Американського 
Допомогового Комітету

шле щирий привіт і святочні побажання Ієрархам 
і духовенству Українських Церков, нашим добродіям 

і жертводавцям, членам ЗУАДК-у і всім нашим 
братам і сестрам по цілому світі.

 Нехай Всемогучий Господь обдарує всіх щедрими ласками.

Христос Воскрес!    Воістину Воскрес!

Екзекутива ЗУАДК-у

United Ukrainian American Relief Committee, Inc.
1206 Cottman Ave,  Philadelphia, PA 19111
Tel. 215-728-1630  •  Fax. 215-728-1631

e-mail: uuarc@verizon.net  •  web site: www.uuarc.org

Управа та адміністрація 
Українського мУзею

бажають своїм членам, жертводавцям, 
землякам в Україні і поза Україною

Веселих  
Свят 
Воскресіння  
Христового

The Ukrainian Museum
222 East 6th Street, New York, NY 10003
Tel. 212-228-0110 • Fax: 212-228-1947
E-mail: info@ukrainianmuseum.org
Web site: www.ukrainianmuseum.org

Ukrainian American 
Cultural Center of New Jersey

60 North Jeff erson Road, Whippany, NJ 07981

wishes

Happy Easter
to all its members, guests, patrons 

and the entire Ukrainian community.

Christ is Risen! Indeed He is Risen!
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Greetings 
and 

Best Wishes 
for a 

Blessed Easter

Христос Воскрес!

Yaroslaw and Karen Chelak
Moye Handling Systems, Inc.

39 Rt 206 Box 785
 Somerville, NJ 08876

908/526-5010 • f 908/707-1686
www.hoistdepot.com

Щирі Вітання
з нагоди свят

Воскресіння Христового 
родині, приятелям і пацієнтам 

засилають

д-р Петро Ленчур
і 

д-р Рута Чолган-Ленчур
з родиною

ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС!

Greetings and best wishes 
for a healthy and blessed Easter 
from the o   cers and governors 

of the 
Ukrainian American

Bar Association

Вітання та найкращі побажання 
благословенного Великодня
 засилає управа
Асоціації Українських 
Правників Америки

www.uaba.org

КРАЙОВА УПРАВА СПІЛКИ УКРАЇНСЬКОЇ МОЛОДІ В АМЕРИЦІ

б а ж а є

Ієрархам Українських Церков, Світовій Управі СУМ, 
всім Управам Осередків та Булавам Відділів Юнацтва СУМ, 

членам і прихильникам та 
Українському Народові в Україні і в діаспорі 

мирних і радісних Великодніх Свят.

ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС!       ВОІСТИНУ ВОСКРЕС!
     За Крайову Управу СУМ:
    Адріан Длябога, Голова        Оля Тимуш, Секретар
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SUMA (YONKERS) FEDERAL CREDIT UNION
125 Corporate Blvd, Yonkers, NY 10701

1-800-644-SUMA • 914-220-4900
memberservice@sumafcu.org

ФЕДЕРАЛЬНА КРЕДИТОВА КООПЕРАТИВА СУМА 
в ЙОНКЕРСІ, Н.Й.

разом зі своїми філіями 
вітає

всіх своїх шановних членів, приятелів та 
українську громаду в Йонкерсі, Н.Й., Спрінґ Валі, Н.Й., 

Стемфорді, Кoн., Ню-Гейвені, Кон., та околицях
з радісним святом

ХРИСТОВОГО ВОСКРЕСІННЯ!

Бажаємо усім доброго здоров’я, миру і спокою,
успіхів у житті та праці на добро українського народу.

ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС!   ВОІСТИНУ ВОСКРЕС!

Члени Дирекції, комісії та працівники 
Федеральної Кредитової Кооперативи СУМА

Michigan
Ukrainian Selfreliance Michigan
Federal Credit Union
26791 Ryan Road
Warren, MI 48091
T: 877. POLTAVA
Branch o   ces:
Hamtramck, MI
www.usmfcu.org

New Jersey
Nova UA Federal Credit Union
851 Allwood Road
Clift on, NJ 07012
T: 1-844-7NOVAFCU
Branch offi  ce:
Botany Village; Clift on, NJ
www.novafcu.com

New York
Self Reliance (NY)
Federal Credit Union
108 Second Avenue
New York, NY 10003
T: 888.SELFREL
Branch o   ces:
Kerhonkson, NY; Uniondale, NY;
Astoria, NY; Lindenhurst, NY
www.selfrelianceny.org

Pennsylvania – New Jersey
Ukrainian Selfreliance
Federal Credit Union
221 W Street Rd,
Feasterville, PA 19053
T: 888.POLTAVA
Branch o   ces:
Jenkintown, PA;
Philadelphia, PA; Trenton, NJ
www.ukrfcu.com

Pennsylvania
Ukrainian Selfreliance
of Western Pennsylvania
Federal Credit Union
95 South Seventh Street
Pittsburgh, PA 15203
T: 412.481.1865
www.samopomich.com

Connecticut-Massachusetts
Ukrainian Selfreliance New England
Federal Credit Union
21 Silas Deane Highway
Wethersfi eld, CT 06109
T: 800.405.4714
Branch o   ces:
Westfi eld, MA; New Britain, CT
www.usnefcu.com

Illinois – New Jersey – Michigan
Selfreliance Federal Credit Union
2332 West Chicago Ave.
Chicago, IL 60622
T: 888.222.UKR1
Branch o   ces:
Newark, NJ; Jersey City, NJ;
Whippany, NJ; 
Warren, MI; Hamtramck, MI; 
West Bloomfi eld, MI
Palatine, IL; Bloomingdale, IL;
Chicago, IL
www.selfreliance.com

Maryland
Selfreliance Baltimore
Federal Credit Union
2345 Eastern Avenue
Baltimore, MD 21224
T: 410.327.9841
 www.srbfcu.org

New York – Connecticut
SUMA (Yonkers)
Federal Credit Union
125 Corporate Blvd.
Yonkers, NY 10701
T: 888.644.SUMA
Branch o   ces:
Spring Valley, NY; Stamford, CT;
New Haven, CT; Yonkers, NY
www.sumafcu.org

New York – North Carolina 
– California – Massachusetts – 
Ohio – Oregon – Washington
Ukrainian Federal Credit Union
824 Ridge Road East
Rochester, NY 14621
T: 877.968.7828
Branch o   ces:
Buff alo, NY; Amherst, NY; 
Syracuse, NY; Webster, NY; 
Matthews, NC;  Boston, MA; 
Cleveland, OH; Portland, OR; 
Sacramento, CA; Seattle, WA; 
Vancouver, WA
www.ukrainianfcu.org

New York – New Jersey
Ukrainian National
Federal Credit Union
215 Second Avenue
New York, NY 10003
T: 866.859.5848
Branch o   ces:
South Bound Brook, NJ
Brooklyn, NY; Perth Amboy, NJ
www.ukrnatfcu.org

Ohio
Cleveland Selfreliance
Federal Credit Union
6108 State Road
Parma, OH 44134
T: 440.884.9111
Branch o   ces:
North Canton, OH; Lorain, OH
www.clevelandselfreliance.com 

UKRAINIAN NATIONAL CREDIT UNION ASSOCIATION
ЦЕНТРАЛЯ УКРАЇНСЬКИХ КООПЕРАТИВ АМЕРИКИ (ЦУКА)

2315 W. Chicago Ave.,  Chicago, Illinois 60622  •  Tel. 773 489-0050  •  www.uncua.com

Christ is Risen!           He Truly has Risen!
Wishing a Blessed Easter to the leadership, employees and all the members of Ukrainian credit 
unions. May the risen Christ � ll your heart with joy, bring you hope and bless you with peace.

140 2nd Ave,
 New York, NY 10003

Tel.: (212) 529-6287

The Ukrainian National Home 

wishes all its patrons

   a very

    Happy Easter

C S F C U

ФЕДЕРАЛЬНА КРЕДИТОВА 
КООПЕРАТИВА „САМОПОМІЧ“

у Клівленді, Огайо 
з нагоди

СВІТЛОГО ХРИСТОВОГО ВОСКРЕСІННЯ
в і т а є

Український народ у вільній Україні, Ієрархів і Духовенство Українських 
Церков, Проводи українських організацій в Україні та в діяспорі, 

Українську світову Кооперативну Раду та Централю Українських 
Кооператив Америки, всіх своїх членів та все українське громадянство.

ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС!
Дирекція, Комітети 

й Працівники
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ukrainianfcu.org | (877) 968-7828 | Insured by NCUA
Main O�ce & Branch | ROCHESTER, NY

Branches | AMHERST, NY  •  BOSTON, MA  •  BUFFALO, NY  •  CHARLOTTE, NC 
CITRUS HEIGHTS, CA  •  CLEVELAND, OH  •  PORTLAND, OR  •  RANCHO CORDOVA, CA 

SEATTLE, WA  •  SYRACUSE, NY  •   VANCOUVER, WA  •  WEBSTER, NY

21 Silas Deane Highway, Wethersfield, CT 06109
Tel.: 800-405-4714 • 860-296-4714 • Fax: 860-296-3499

New Britain, CT Branch
270 Broad Street, New Britain, CT 06053
Tel.: 860-801-6095, Fax: 860-801-6120

Westfield, MA 01085
103 North Elm Street, Westfi eld, MA 01085

Tel.: 413-568-4948, Fax: 413-568-4747

 Вже дзвони весняні у серці лунають
 До свят Великодніх приготовляють.
 Бажаєм безгрішно і радісно жити,
 Людей поважати і Богу служити.

А потім по святах про себе подбайте:
Ідіть в Кредитівку та гроші вкладайте.
Пенсійний рахунок Вам всім допоможе
В достатку прожити – любий із Вас може.

ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС!
Запрошуємо Вас і Вашу родину, що мешкають

в околицях Ню-Інґланд, завітати до нашої Кредитівки.
Дозвольте нам полагодити Ваші фінансові справи.

ЩИРОСЕРДЕЧНІ ПОБАЖАННЯ

РА ДІСНИХ СВЯТ
ХРИС ТОВОГО ВО СКРЕСІННЯ

для української громади
засилає

DNIPRO LLC
Тел.: 908 241-2190       888 336-4776

ВЕСЕЛИХ  СВЯТ
ВОСКРЕСІННЯ  ХРИСТОВОГО

вельмишановним клієнтам, друзям та знайомим

– бажає –

родина Козіцьких
власники

DUNWOODIE TRAVEL BUREAU
125 Corporate Blvd., Ste 300, Yonkers, NY 10701

Tel.: 914-969-4200
e-mail: alesia@dunwoodietravel.com

Wishing 

a Happy Easter

to all our family, 

friends and clients

Roman Tabatchouk 
and family

ROMAN TABATCHOUK, ESQ.
Licensed in NJ & NY

2200 Route 10, Suite 104 
Parsippany, NJ 07054 

www.tabalaw.com

P: 973-854-0917
F: 888-392-5704

e: roman@tabalaw.com

Х Р И С Т О С  В О С К Р Е С !

ВЕСЕЛИХ СВЯТ
ВОСКРЕСІННЯ ХРИСТОВОГО

–  б а ж а є – 

Українській громаді

ЛИТВИН i ЛИТВИН
УКРАЇНСЬКЕ ПОХОРОННЕ ЗАВЕДЕННЯ

Theodore M. Lytwyn, Manager
License #3212

UNION FUNERAL HOME
1600 Styuvesant Ave. (corner of Stanley Terr.)

Union, NJ 07083 • Tel.: 908-964-4222
www.unionfuneralhome.com



27THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY      SUNDAY, APRIL 5, 2020No. 14

Щирі побажання

ВЕСЕЛИХ 
І ЩАСЛИВИХ СВЯТ

ВОСКРЕСІННЯ ХРИСТОВОГО!

ЮЛІЯН і МАРІЯ
БАЧИНСЬКІ

власники

EAST VILLAGE MEAT MARKET, INC.
139 SECOND AVENUE (bet. 8 & 9 Streets)

NEW YORK CITY 
Tel.: (212) 228-5590

Trump declined an invitation from 
President Vladimir Putin to attend the cele-
brations. A statement from Ambassador 
Sullivan stated: “This high-level delegation 
underscores the commitment of the United 
States to honor the joint sacrifice of the 
allies, and the people of the United States 
and the Soviet Union who gave so much to 
ensure a safer world for all.” 

The Covid-19 pandemic has forced the 
cancellation of many events, however 
Moscow plans to go ahead with the event 
despite the public health threat. Russia has 
even proposed holding the event with no 
spectators in the stands, but more than 
15,000 Russian servicemen and 400 units 
of military equipment are prepared for the 
parade. Last week, Moscow Mayor Sergei 
Sobyanin banned all events with 50 or 
more persons, with sporting events and 
cultural events cancelled. 

Source: “Ukraine turns to poppies in rebuke 
of Soviet World War II narrative,” (RFE/RL), 
The Ukrainian Weekly, April 12, 2015.

(Continued from page 6)
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Туристичні послуги: авіяквитки в Україну та інші країни • Пересилка 
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ПАЧКИ, АВТОМОБІЛІ 
ТА КОНТЕЙНЕРИ 

В УКРАЇНУ

working for less than a month, but no gov-
ernment had felt the challenges it faced in 
recent years. “During an emergency situa-
tion regime, one day counts for a month,” 
he stressed. Two hundred seventy-one 
members of Parliament supported Mr. 
Yemets’ dismissal, and 249 deputies sup-
ported Mr. Umansky’s release at an extraor-
dinary session of Parliament.

“An extraordinary plenary meeting of the 
Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine is a meeting that 
takes place during the regular session in the 
period between regular plenary meetings,” 
explained Dmytro Cheretun, parliamentary 
analyst of the NGO CHESNO Movement. 
“The Rada regulation states that an extraor-
dinary meeting of the Parliament shall con-
vene as a matter of urgency upon a reasoned 
request of the president of Ukraine, or at 
least one-third of the Verkhovna Rada, or on 
the proposal of the Conciliation Council of 
Deputies and Groups. At least two of the 
three extraordinary meetings on March 30 
were called at the request of the president,” 
Mr. Cheretun noted. 

Mr. Zelenskyy was present at the Rada 
sessions, during which, in addition to these 
decisions on Cabinet ministers, also 
approved were measures related to the 
coronavirus pandemic, reforms of the land 
market, and a law that makes it impossible 
to return previously nationalized banks. 
The latter is also known as the “anti-Kolo-
moisky law” – a reference to oligarch Ihor 
Kolomoisky who was the previous owner 
of the now state-owned PrivatBank.

The sacked ministers of health and 
finance were in office for 26 days and 
reportedly were not willing to leave their 
positions voluntarily. “To my knowledge, 
Ministers Yemets and Umansky did not 
write their resignation letters. The prime 
minister of Ukraine, Denys Shmyhal, filed a 

motion to dismiss them – he has that right 
under the law ‘On the Cabinet of Ministers 
of Ukraine,’ ” explained Mr. Cheretun. 

“But, most likely, President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy himself was behind this decision, 
though he formally does not influence the 
formation of the government. He can only 
file for the appointment or dismissal of the 
foreign affairs and defense ministers,” Mr. 
Cheretun added.

For the last two months, the Ukrainian 
government has struggled to effectively 
react to challenges brought by the corona-
virus pandemic. The president and the 
Cabinet of Ministers apparently sought 
publicity when they returned Ukrainian cit-
izens from Wuhan in China, ground zero for 
the coronavirus. The evacuees were greet-
ed by an angry mob in the town of Novi 
Sanzhary, where they underwent a period 
of observation. Later, Mr. Zelenskyy implied 
in an interview for the British newspaper 
The Guardian that it was his idea to put 
then-Minister of Health Zoryana Skaletska 
under observation together with the evacu-
ees. Ms. Skaletska became the first minister 
to be sacked while under medical observa-
tion. Ironically, some of the deputies who 
voted for her dismissal later tested positive 
for COVID-19, while none of those who 
experienced the 14-day observation in Novi 
Sanzhary had the novel coronavirus.

Mr. Stepanov now becomes the third 
health minister of the Servant of the People 
government (and the third one appointed 
during the month of March). This is one of 
the fastest personnel turnovers in the 
Ukrainian government’s history. And it is 
even more unusual because it is taking place 
at the time of the most significant health cri-
sis independent Ukraine has ever faced. 

“I can only speak about the motivation for 
the release of Yemets and Umansky based on 
public statements by politicians,” comment-
ed Mr. Cheretun of the CHESNO Movement. 
“Yes, Prime Minister Shmyhal said both are 
professionals, but ‘the country needs imme-

diate action.’ This probably means that the 
incumbent government has been in a hurry 
without accurately identifying the candi-
dates’ competencies for their positions and 
their readiness for difficult decisions in times 
of crisis and the coronavirus pandemic. Also, 
in my opinion, such a rapid rotation in the 
Cabinet of Ministers may testify to the per-
sonnel hunger on the Zelenskyy team, since 
the successors of Yemets and Umansky, 
Stepanov and Marchenko, were, in fact, rep-
resentatives of the previous authorities,” Mr. 
Cheretun pointed out.

Messrs. Marchenko and Stepanov were 
supported, respectively, by 256 and 246 
members of Parliament. “The requirements 
for the candidates were very high; there is no 
other way at this challenging time. I believe 
that Maxym Stepanov and Serhii Marchenko 
will ensure the effective work of the minis-
tries and direct efforts to overcome the com-
mon threat,” Prime Minister Shmyhal said of 
the decision. The newly appointed Cabinet 
ministers took their oaths of office before the 
Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine.

“There is a lot of work ahead. The first pri-
ority is the fight against the coronavirus,” said 
newly appointed Minister of Health Stepanov 
on March 31. “I do not want to blame anyone, 
but there is a certain delay in terms of prepa-
ration for the pandemic. We can no longer 
afford to waste time. Therefore, it is crucial 
now to communicate with local health-care 
providers. The second priority is medical 
reform. I believe that it is quite possible to 
make changes so that both patients and doc-
tors of all levels are satisfied with the reform,” 
he emphasized during his get-acquainted 
meeting with ministry staff. The previous 
health minister, Mr. Yemets, familiarized his 
successor with the state of affairs, while 
Minister of the Cabinet of Ministers Oleh 
Nemchynov officially introduced Mr. 
Stepanov to the staff of the Ministry of Health.

There was much talk both in the media 
and in governmental circles about the dis-
missal of Mr. Yemets as health minister. 

However, there was also a bit of uncertainty 
concerning the newly appointed ministers. 
It’s worth noting that national deputies of 
the Verkhovna Rada failed on their first vote 
to approve the two new ministers. That 
forced the president’s team to announce a 
new meeting on the same day, and this time 
the vote on the two ministers was successful. 

“There are no restrictions in the [Rada] 
Regulation on the number of extraordinary 
meetings per day and on the length of time 
before which the initiator must submit pro-
posals for consideration by Parliament,” 
explained parliamentary expert Mr. 
Cheretun. “By the way, the order of the 
Verkhovna Rada Speaker Dmytro Razumkov 
to convene an extraordinary meeting on 
March 30 at 14:00, indicating the issues that 
had to be considered at the request of the 
president (including the dismissal of Yemets 
and Umansky), was published on the 
Parliament’s website on March 30 at 01:16. 
However, in reality, the government’s 
planned staff rotation was discussed over 
the weekend,” Mr. Cheretun said.

On the same day that Mr. Stepanov was 
briefed on the affairs of the Health Ministry, 
Mr. Marchenko was introduced as the new 
minister of finance. “Significant strengthen-
ing of the fiscal framework of the country is 
particularly urgent in times of crisis. The 
effective operation of tax and customs blocks 
is as important as ever. The key criterion for 
evaluating this performance will be to 
replenish the budget, since the state must 
fulfill its obligations to the citizens. Especially 
to the least protected population,” Minister 
Marchenko said during his introduction. 

At the same time, he noted that tax policy 
should be rational and pragmatic, aimed at 
protecting and developing the economy of 
Ukraine. Mr. Marchenko also stressed the 
need for the state to fulfill its obligations to 
its international partners. He added that he 
believes negotiations with those partners 
must be geared first and foremost to protect-
ing the interests of Ukraine and its citizens.

(Continued from page 1)

Verkhovna Rada...
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