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by Bohdan Nahaylo

KYIV – On April 21, 2019, Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy was elected president of Ukraine 
in a landslide victory that was seen by his 
supporters as a victory for the forces of 
change over the old order and its ways.

But the response to the first anniversary 
of his presidency was a muted one, reflect-
ing the difficulties the new administration 
has run into and increasingly created for 
itself. It was overshadowed by the unex-
pected news the following day that 
President Zelenskyy had decided to add the 
former Georgian president-turned-contro-
versial Ukrainian politician Mikheil Saaka-

shvili to his team as a vice prime minister 
responsible for reform.

Whatever the motives behind this move 
by a still relatively new president who has 
become known for his impulsiveness, it 
proved to be a miscalculation. Mr. Zelens-
kyy failed even to secure a sufficient num-
ber of votes within his own Servant of the 
People party for Mr. Saakashvili’s approval 
from the Parliament. The issue had to be 
placed on hold and eventually, on April 30, 
the head of the faction, David Arakhamia, 
announced that the president would be 
offering Mr. Saakashvili an alternate post. 

RFE/RL

The United Nations says persistent and 
serious long-term consequences remain 
more than 30 years after the explosion and 
fire at the Chornobyl nuclear power plant 
in Ukraine.

The warning came as the U.N. marks 
International  Chornobyl  Disaster 
Remembrance Day on April 26 – the 34th 
anniversary of the accident that spread a 
radioactive cloud over large parts of 
Belarus, Ukraine and Russia.

More than 1,000 firefighters were work-
ing on April 26 to try to put out brushfires 
and forest fires that have been burning the 
past three weeks within the 30-kilometer 
exclusion zone around the plant – raising 
concerns about the potential release of 
radioactive particles into the air.

The firefighters on April 26 were focus-
ing on trying to contain fires in two sepa-
rate areas where trees and brush are smol-
dering, Ukraine’s State Emergency Service 
said.

Ukrainian officials have attributed 
smoky air in Kyiv in recent days to fires in 
the nearby Zhytomyr region, assuring resi-
dents that radiation levels in the Ukrainian 
capital are within an acceptable range.

Background radiation in Kyiv is “stable” 
and does “not exceed the permissible val-
ues,” the State Emergency Service said on 
April 26.

The 1986 reactor meltdown and explo-
sion at Chornobyl is considered the worst 
civilian nuclear disaster in history. Dozens 
of people, particularly firefighters and 
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After one year, is Zelenskyy running out of steam?

U.N. says consequences remain 
34 years after Chornobyl disaster
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by Roman Tymotsko

KYIV – April 26 is a black day on 
Ukraine’s calendar. On that day in 1986, the 
worst nuclear disaster in history occurred 
at the Chornobyl power plant near the city 
of Prypiat in Kyiv Oblast. It has been 
approximated that 400 times more radio-
active substances were released into the 
atmosphere after the Chornobyl accident 
than after the nuclear bomb was dropped 
on the Japanese city of Hiroshima. 

This year, there were no official public 
commemorations due to the coronavirus 
quarantine restrictions. However, President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy and his delegation 
visited the site of the nuclear accident and 
surrounding areas.

During the weeks leading up to the 34th 
anniversary of the tragedy, wildfires rav-
aged areas of the Chornobyl Exclusion 
Zone, posing a potential risk to the defunct 
power plant.

“Despite the quarantine, but in compli-
ance with all requirements of personal 
safety, workers of the Chornobyl Nuclear 
Power Plant (NPP) honored the memory of 
the heroes of Chornobyl,” the Chornobyl 
NPP administration reported on its web-
site. “On the eve of the sad anniversary, city 
authorities appealed to the residents of 
Slavutych to observe the quarantine and to 
remember the fallen heroes of Chornobyl 
not with the traditional laying of flowers, 
but with a candle in the window. 
Inhabitants of the city, including many 
CNPP employees, agreed, and lit candles in 
many windows on the evening of April 25,” 
the plant’s administration wrote, referring 
to the city built for the stricken nuclear sta-
tion’s evacuated personnel. 

In addition, the nuclear plant’s opera-
tional staff paid tribute to Valery Khodem-

chuk, the only person who died on the 
night of the Chornobyl disaster and whose 
body remains forever buried in the rubble 
of the central hall. As they do every year, 
workers brought flowers to the commemo-
rative plaque installed in his honor.

On April 26, President Zelenskyy, togeth-
er with Prime Minister Denys Shmyhal, 
paid tribute to the Chornobyl liquidators. 
Mr. Zelenskyy laid flowers at the monument 
to the Chornobyl Heroes located near the 
power plant unit that exploded in 1986. 

“The Chornobyl disaster is, without 
exaggeration, of a planetary scale. It has 
become not only a bitter lesson from the 
recent past but also a warning for the 
future. Planet Earth is a cradle and a home 
for all humanity. Therefore, its preservation 
is the responsibility of every human being 
and a shared duty of all nations of the 
world,” Mr. Zelenskyy said. The attendees 
honored the memory of the rescuers with a 
moment of silence.

The visit to Chornobyl was a part of the 
president’s working trip to the Kyiv region, 
during which Mr. Zelenskyy met with 
employees of the State Service for 
Emergency Situations. They continue to be 
involved in extinguishing a large-scale for-
est fire in the Chornobyl Exclusion Zone. He 
presented state awards to 22 rescuers. 

Before that, the president flew via heli-
copter over the area damaged by the fire. 

“We are grateful for your great work. 
Now, from the altitude of a helicopter, we 
have seen the true result of your work. You 
are heroes for us,” Mr. Zelenskyy told the 
emergency workers. He noted that the fire 
had destroyed a large area of forest – more 
than 11,000 hectares. “Only there, from 
that height, can one understand how diffi-

34 years after Chornobyl disaster,
the Exclusion Zone is burning

(Continued on page 14)

President Volodymyr Zelenskyy and his entourage lay flowers at the monument to 
Chornobyl Heroes located on the territory of the Chornobyl Nuclear Power Plant.

Volodymyr Zelenskyy, a year after being elected president of Ukraine.
Presidential Office of UkrainePresidential Office of Ukraine
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Protest against coronavirus restrictions

Several hundred small-business owners 
have protested in the Ukrainian capital, 
demanding that the authorities ease restric-
tions imposed to stem the spread of the 
coronavirus. The demonstrators gathered 
on April 29 near a government building in 
the center of Kyiv and briefly blocked traffic 
in defiance of rules against public gather-
ings. Wearing face masks, the protesters 
called for permission to reopen small enter-
prises such as shops, restaurants and cafes 
to save them from bankruptcy. “One more 
day of your protection and we will disap-
pear,” one sign read. Ukraine has confirmed 
9,866 coronavirus cases, including 250 
deaths, according to official data. Authorities 
imposed lockdown restrictions in March, 
ordering all nonessential businesses to 
close and reserving public transport for 
employees of essential services, including 
police and hospital staff. The government 
plans to gradually lift the lockdown after 
May 11 if coronavirus cases don’t spike. 
(RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service)

One killed, 10 wounded in eastern Ukraine

Ukraine’s Ministry of Defense reported 
that during the week of April 17-23, one 
Ukrainian soldier was killed and 10 were 
wounded in action. In that week, the minis-
try said, Russian-terrorist forces opened 
fire on Ukrainian positions on the Luhansk 
and Donetsk sectors of the front 59 times 
in total, including at least 17 times with 
heavy weapons. (Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress Daily Briefing)

FSB general linked to MH17 downing

Open-source researchers have linked a 
top general in Russia’s main security and 
intelligence agency to the 2014 downing of 
Malaysia Airlines Flight 17 (MH17) over 
eastern Ukraine. A report published jointly 
by Bellingcat and the Russian news site The 
Insider on April 28 said that Col. Gen. 
Andrei Burlaka of Russia’s Federal Security 
Service (known by the acronym FSB) is one 
of the Russian officials whose calls with 
leaders of the militants in eastern Ukraine 
were intercepted and recorded. Three 
Russians and one Ukrainian have been 
identified by Dutch investigators, and a 

Dutch court began criminal proceedings 
against them last month. All four are 
believed to be in Russia. Most of the 298 
people on board MH17 were Dutch citi-
zens. The jet was downed by a Russian-
built surface-to-air missile system, which 
Dutch officials believe was secretly trans-
ported across the Russian border into 
Ukraine. As part of their investigation, 
Dutch authorities released intercepted 
phone calls and called for public help in 
identifying some of the individuals heard 
on the calls. One was a key figure named as 
“Vladimir Ivanovich.” Bellingcat and The 
Insider identified him as Col. Gen. Burlaka, 
who they said was the chief of operational 
staff for the Border Guard Service of the 
FSB. The outlets said they established the 
general’s identity by searching phone 
records and travel data, and comparing his 
voice from different recordings. “This FSB 
general is the highest-ranking Russian offi-
cial identified as a person of interest in the 
criminal investigation into the downing of 
MH17,” Bellingcat said. The Insider said 
Gen. Burlaka’s position in the Border Guard 
Service puts him close in the hierarchy to 
FSB director Aleksandr Bortnikov, who 
answers directly to President Vladimir 
Putin. Gen. Burlaka was “in a crucial posi-
tion to supervise the movement of weap-
ons from Russia to Ukraine, and thus would 
have had to authorize the transfer of the 
Russian Buk missile launcher that shot the 
Malaysian airliner after crossing the bor-
der,” Bellingcat said. Russia has repeatedly 
denied any role in the crash, and refused to 
turn over the four men to stand trial in the 
Netherlands. (RFE/RL)

Fires continue near Chornobyl

Firefighters in Ukraine continue to battle 
a series of fires near the defunct Chornobyl 
nuclear power plant nearly a month after 
they broke out. The State Service for 
Emergency Situations said on April 27 that 
brigades were still working to extinguish 
fires in the Lubianskyi, Paryshivskyi, 
Dytiatkivskyi and Denysovytskyi forest dis-
tricts in the Chornobyl exclusion zone. “The 
main efforts are focused on the localization 
of two fire sites, smoldering stumps, wood 

(Continued on page 10)
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by Alla Hurska
Eurasia Daily Monitor

On March 12, the Dnipropetrovsk 
Regional State Administration hosted a 
retreat session of the Ukrainian Parliament’s 
Committee on Economic Development. The 
main subject on the lawmakers’ agenda 
was the prospects of reviving the Ukrainian 
rocket industry as well as launching a 
national space program. Dnipro – nick-
named Ukraine’s “space valley” – became 
known during Soviet times for rocket pro-
duction (both military and civilian). The 
zenith of the region’s development coincid-
ed with the creation of the SS-18 “Satan” 
missile; though, after the dissolution of the 
Soviet Union (and a number of other fac-
tors), the aerospace sector atrophied 
(Uprom.info, March 16).

Now, Ukrainian authorities are attempt-
ing to revitalize the industry and restore 
the country’s traditional role in the space-
launch economy. The above-mentioned 
March 12 economic development commit-
tee session was attended by representa-
tives of the State Space Agency and leading 
aerospace and engineering companies, 
including A.M. Makarov Southern Machine-
Building Plant (Pivdenmash). Pivdenmash 
produces space-launch vehicles (including 
the Tsyklon and Zenit families), liquid-pro-
pellant rockets and landing gears, the first 
stages of Antares boosters, and the fourth 
stage for Europe’s Vega launch vehicle 
(Space.com.ua, March 12).

During the Dnipropetrovsk meeting, the 
parliamentary committee members made 
several important decisions. First, lawmak-
ers agreed to create a Ukrainian aerospace 
concern, which will bring together compa-
nies from the space and aviation sectors. 
The objective of this new body will be to 
stimulate the development of the domestic 
space industry, allowing Ukraine to become 
a full member of the global space industry 
market (Day.kyiv.ua, March 16). Incidentally, 
on February 26, Kyiv opened up participa-
tion in the space industry to Ukrainian citi-
zens and private enterprises, thus permit-
ting them to commercially exploit, explore, 
and use Earth orbit and outer space on 
behalf of the country – endeavors previous-
ly limited to state-owned companies. Now, 
private companies will be authorized to 
inter alia launch rockets and/or spacecraft; 
test rocket engines and spacecraft; as well 
as control satellites in orbit and bring the 
spacecraft and/or their components to Earth 
(Me.gov.ua, February 26). Additionally, pri-
vate space companies will no longer need to 
seek the state’s approval to conduct negoti-
ations with foreign companies (Delo.ua, 
November 25, 2019). These initiatives 
should help foster a competitive environ-
ment in the industry, as well as attract for-
eign investment. Moreover – while not 
many details have been unveiled – the State 
Space Agency will take over two high-tech-
nology enterprises that presently fall under 
the Ukrainian state-owned defense-indus-
try conglomerate, Ukroboronprom (Mil.in.
ua, March 12, 2020).

Second, the gathered parliamentarians 
recommended that the Ministry of 
Economic Development and the State 
Space Agency of Ukraine jointly develop an 
action plan enabling Ukraine to become a 
full member of the European Space Agency 
(ESA) (Wing.com.ua, March 13). In May 
2018, the Ukrainian State Space Agency 
and the European Commission signed a 

Cooperation Agreement that established a 
partnership on Earth observation (Kmu.
gov.ua, July 10, 2018); now, the time has 
come to deepen that partnership, the 
Ukrainian legislators argued. Moreover, on 
December 1, 2019, Brussels and Kyiv 
launched the Ukrainian Regional Center of 
the European Union’s Copernicus Earth 
observation program. This initiative simpli-
fies Ukraine’s access to the data from 
Copernicus Sentinel satellites, meaning that 
both the public and private sectors of 
Ukraine will be granted free access to this 
valuable data (Space.com.ua, January 28). 
According to Ivanna Klympush-Tsintsadze, 
Ukraine’s deputy prime minister for 
European and Euro-Atlantic integration, 
this cooperation will become an important 
factor in ensuring sustainable development 
in such areas as security, economics, ener-
gy, environment, transport and research 
(Kmu.gov.ua, July 10, 2018).

Ukraine’s Dnipro-based space industry 
provides jobs for more than 11,000 highly 
qualified specialists. Oleksandr Bonda-
renko, the governor of Dnipropetrovsk 
Oblast, announced his readiness to invest 
$1 million from the regional budget to co-
finance the launch of a satellite produced at 
the Yuzhnoye Design Office. According to 
Dmytro Natalukha, from the ruling Servant 
of the People political party, the space 
industry could become the principal “loco-
motive” of the Ukrainian economy. He 
argued that “each dollar invested in the 
industry will result in a ten-fold return” 
(Space.com.ua, March 12).

Apart from the economic aspect, the 
revival of the domestic space rocket indus-
try and the homegrown development of 
space technologies are essential for 
Ukrainian national security and defense 
capabilities. Namely, remote-sensing satel-
lites could contribute greatly to military 
intelligence and data collection, which the 
country currently lacks, having to rely on 
foreign providers (Cbc.ca, September 25, 
2017). Despite numerous obstacles, the 
Yuzhnoye Design Office has already devel-
oped a next-generation Ukrainian optical 
mini-satellite mission – the Sich-2-1. 
Notably, the special economic development 
committee meeting in Dnipropetrovsk 
agreed on the possibility of launching a 
Sich-2-1 satellite in 2021 (Day.kyiv.ua, 
March 16, 2020). If Ukraine is able to suc-
cessfully implement the program and pro-
vide stable financing, the country will be 
able to eliminate its dependence on foreign 
providers and will receive a powerful orbit-
al grouping of remote-sensing satellites 
that should greatly enhance the technical 
capabilities of Ukrainian intelligence. For 
example, remote-sensing data received 
from the Sich-2-1 could determine the 
buildup of enemy forces in a specific area, 
their composition and size, and approxi-
mate combat readiness (Mil.in.ua, March 
6).

Additionally, the Yuzhnoe Design Office 
has reported that it is working on the 
development of super-heavy space launch 
vehicles of the Cyclone and Mayak families. 
Designers from the bureau claim that the 
Mayak-SH-3 rocket will be able to deliver 
59 tons of cargo into low-Earth orbit; the 
Mayak-SH-5 rocket – 93 tons; the Mayak-
SH-6 – 109 tons; and the Mayak-SH-7 – as 
much as 125 tons. The launch vehicles are 
planned to be used for a variety of tasks, 

Revival of Ukraine’s space sector:
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New Ukrainian naval base ‘East’ in Azov Sea: Countermeasure against Russia?
by Alla Hurska

Eurasia Daily Monitor

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelens-
kyy made an official visit to the southeast-
ern coastal oblast of Zaporizhia on April 11. 
During his trip, local officials familiarized 
the commander-in-chief with the opera-
tional situation in the Sea of Azov. 
Additionally, Mr. Zelenskyy visited the port 
of Berdiansk, located in close proximity to 
the Russian coast and only 67 kilometers 
(across the sea) from the village of 
Dolzhanskaya, in Russia’s Krasnodar Krai 
(Kommersant, April 12).

Due to its important geostrategic loca-
tion, Berdiansk was chosen as the site for 
the Ukrainian Naval Forces’ new naval base 
“East.” The eastern branch of Ukraine’s navy 
is presently based in Mykolayiv (upriver of 
the Black Sea coast and northwest of the 
occupied Crimean peninsula); but it is 
expected to be redeployed to Berdiansk in 
the near future in order to protect Ukrainian 
civil and military navigation in the Azov Sea 
from Russian impediment. 

During 2020-2021, Ukraine plans to revi-
talize a number of old infrastructure objects 
on the territory of the Berdiansk Sea 
Commercial Port (those objects will be 
transferred to the Naval Forces) as well as 
build new facilities, including new wharfs 
and residential buildings for military per-
sonnel. According to Mr. Zelenskyy, it is 
essential for the country to have locally 
based ships that will protect Ukrainian 
ports and trade routes on the Azov Sea 
(President.gov.ua, April 11). The issue is 
crucial for both security as well as economic 
considerations. In his statement, the presi-
dent reassured that all necessary funds for 
re-equipping the port – approximately 553 
million hrv ($20 million U.S.) – will be allo-
cated in full (Brd24.com, April 11).

Plans to build a new Azov Sea naval base 
in Berdiansk were initiated during the 
presidency of Petro Poroshenko, originally 
motivated by Russia’s illegal annexation of 
Crimea. However, more urgent problems 
associated with Russian aggression in the 
Donbas – quickly characterized by artillery 
barrages, armored ground assaults and 
finally positional trench warfare – derailed 
and delayed the creation of a naval group-
ing in the Azov basin. 

In August 2016, the commander of the 
Ukrainian Naval Forces, Vice-Admiral Ihor 
Voronchenko, visited Berdiansk and re-
examined the possibility of building a new 
naval base there. At that time, only a 
Ukrainian Marine Corps Battalion was sta-
tioned in the port city. The vice-admiral 
was satisfied with the bay area and the site 
for the future base. During his stay in 
Berdiansk, Vice-Admiral Voronchenko met 
with the rector of the Berdiansk State 
University and agreed with him on the pos-
sibility of opening a Department of Military 
Training for preparing navy officers at the 
university (Ukrmilitary.com, August 21, 
2016). A naval Recruitment Center was 
opened there one month later (another two 
were opened in Odesa and Mykolayiv). 
Such centers play an important role in 
bringing in quality personnel to man mili-
tary vessels, marine units, special forces 
detachments, as well as aviation, communi-
cations and artillery units (Ukrmilitary.
com, September 17, 2016).

In 2018, following Russia’s active efforts 
to de facto turn the Azov into its internal sea 
(see Eurasia Daily Monitor, February 22, 
April 12, May 22, 31, June 11, 28, November 
6, 26, 28, 29, December 3, 2018), the 
National Security and Defense Council of 
Ukraine (NSDC) tasked the Cabinet of 
Ministers with adopting a Maritime 
Doctrine and with improving the regulatory 

framework for protecting national interests 
in the waters of the Black and Azov seas 
(Inforesist.org, September 6, 2018). Among 
the solutions was the creation of a Naval 
Forces ship-boat grouping in the Azov Sea. 

According to the new Doctrine, which 
was approved on December 18, 2018, 
Ukraine’s extensive sea coast (2,759.2 kilo-
meters – the longest of any Azov-Black Sea 
littoral country) and large exclusive eco-
nomic zone (more than 72,000 square kilo-
meters) are of both strategic-defense and 
economic importance, thus necessitating 
their effective protection. Additionally, 
Ukraine has the most powerful port poten-
tial among all Black Sea states, with 13 
commercial seaports operating on the 
Black and Azov seas that have a combined 
mooring length of about 40 kilometers. 
Ukrainian ports connect the country’s 
transportation and industrial infrastruc-
ture with the whole world (Zakon.rada.gov.
ua, December 18, 2018).

In 2014, the Ukrainian navy lost more 
than 80 percent of its total assets and capa-
bilities. Apart from that, Russia increased 
its military build-up in the Sea of Azov and, 
by utilizing various “hybrid” tactics, has 
been gradually bringing the sea under its 
unilateral control. For example, transit 
through the Kerch Strait for Ukrainian 
ships became a problem over the past sev-
eral years. Russia artificially increased the 
average duration vessels must wait to pass 
through the strait, from the Black Sea to the 
Sea of Azov and in the opposite direction, 
causing massive economic loses (see EDM, 
January 30, 2019 and February 12, 2019). 
In March of this year, the average wait time 
for ships passing north via the Kerch Strait 
was 31 hours, and in the opposite direction 
– 34.7 hours. In 2018, it was only five to six
hours (Kommersant, April 12).

Navigation disruptions in the Sea of 

Azov may easily result in work interrup-
tions at the economically vital metallurgical 
enterprises of Mariupol. Many military 
experts, including Dmytro Snihirov, believe 
that Russia’s main task in the Azov Sea is to 
apply overwhelming economic pressure on 
Ukraine and effectively transform the body 
of water into an internal Russian lake 
(Inforesist.org, August 14, 2018).

Since Ukraine previously only had a mari-
time border detachment in the Sea of Azov 
(two ships and several combat boats), the 
creation of a new naval base in Berdiansk 
will finally address the glaring military and 
economic security gaps along the country’s 
southeastern coast. The base will become a 
permanent location for several units of coast-
al artillery and a number of divisions of artil-
lery boats. According to Commander 
Voronchenko, an initial division currently 
consists of the rescue vessel Donbas (A500), 
the sea tug Korets (A830) and two small 
armored artillery boats, the R177 Kremen-
chuk and the R178 Lubny. It is expected that 
the Gyurza-M class patrol boats P-175 
Berdiansk and P-176 Nikopol, captured by 
Russia during the Kerch Strait incident in 
November 2018, together with the seagoing 
tug A947 Yani Kapu will (after maintenance 
check-ups and repairs) also join the naval 
base “East” (Depo.ua, March 20).

The deployment of a new Ukrainian 
naval base in the Sea of Azov may, of course, 
motivate an asymmetric response from the 
Russian side. But Ukraine has no other 
choice: Moscow’s aggressive and “hybrid” 
actions in the region have forced Kyiv to 
strengthen its own military position in the 
Azov Sea.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.
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As coronavirus spreads, authorities target 
RFE/RL journalists in effort to control information

(Continued on page 5)

The Jamestown Foundation

WASHINGTON – The Prosecutor 
General’s Office of the Russian Federation 
on April 8 declared The Jamestown 
Foundation an “undesirable” organization, 
ostensibly in response to a series of articles 
published by Jamestown regarding nation-
alities trends in the Northwest Caucasus. 

The Russian authorities claim that 
Jamestown’s reporting and analysis “pose a 
threat to the foundations of the constitu-
tional system and security of the Russian 
Federation” by allegedly “inciting ethnic 
separatism in the national republics of the 
Russian Federation and promoting the sep-
aration of certain territories of our coun-
try.” The Prosecutor General’s Office state-
ment particularly singles out Jamestown’s 
coverage of the Circassians.

A statement from foundation said: “The 
Jamestown Foundation is proud of our 
important and unmatched analysis of the 
Circassian nationality in the Northwest 
Caucasus; our experts and writers have for 
years tracked the internal drivers fueling 
the growth of the Circassian national move-
ment, the Russian government’s repressive 
policies designed to divide and undermine 
this ethnic group’s regional position, as 
well as Moscow’s efforts to block Circassian 
diaspora members from being able to 
return to their homeland after having been 

Russian government declares 
Jamestown Foundation ‘undesirable’

forcibly expelled by the Russian Empire in 
the 19th century.”

Recent pieces in Jamestown’s flagship 
publication Eurasia Daily Monitor that 
highlight some of these important trends 
included: “Shapsugs, Russians square off 
over railroad in Sochi, energizing Circas-
sians everywhere” by Paul Goble; “Another 
step toward the realization of the Circassian 
miracle” by Paul Goble; “Circassians 
demand resignation of Russian ambassa-
dor to Turkey” by Valery Dzutsati; and “A 
‘new’ Russian approach to Circassian repa-
triation?” by Paul Goble.

Jamestown Foundation President Glen 
Howard pointed out that “this marks the 
third time The Jamestown Foundation has 
been baselessly condemned by the Russian 
government.” See for instance, “Jamestown 
denounces Moscow’s distorted accounts of 
North Caucasus conference” (April 18, 
2006, Jamestown Foundation); “Moscow 
criticizes U.S. think-tank over debate” 
(December 7, 2007, Reuters); “Jamestown 
Foundation responds to false Izvestia arti-
cle about Tsarnaev link” (April 26, 2013, 
Jamestown Foundation).

In 2007, in response to a Russian 
Foreign Affairs Ministry demarche con-
demning Jamestown’s work on the North 
Caucasus, Mr. Howard argued that the 

(Continued on page 14)

RFE/RL

WASHINGTON – As the coronavirus con
tinues to spread, Radio Free Europe/Radio 
Liberty (RFE/RL) journalists have increas
ingly found themselves caught between the 
needs of citizens for reliable information and 
the efforts of authoritarian governments to 
control the public’s understanding of events.

“People in 22 countries depend on our 
journalism, which is providing critical infor
mation to help them protect themselves and 
keep their families and communities safe,” 
said RFE/RL President Jamie Fly. “But at the 
same time, we are facing multiple restric
tions and threats from authorities who see 
the independent media as an obstacle to 
their efforts to control information for their 
own purposes. Despite this growing pres
sure, our journalists will not be deterred 
from our mission of providing objective 
journalism to our audiences at a time when 
they need it more than ever.”

RFE/RL’s audience numbers surged in 
March as concerned audiences sought accu
rate information about the coronavirus pan
demic amid government inaction, disinfor
mation and an information void. Compared 
to the previous month, visits to RFE/RL web
sites and apps increased 48 percent to 77 
million, page views were up by 43 percent to 
128.5 million and unique visitors increased 
50 percent to 33.5 million. Spikes were simi

larly registered on social media platforms, 
with video views on Facebook rising by 44 
percent to 351 million and views on 
YouTube increasing by 18 percent to 144.5 
million. RFE/RL also saw spectacular growth 
on Instagram (particularly in Persian, Uzbek 
and Tajik) with a 46 percent jump in video 
views to 67.5 million for the month.

But there has been pushback.
On April 5, the Russian State Duma com
mission on foreign interference announced 
a review of coronavirus coverage by RFE/
RL’s Russian Service and Current Time net
work, alleging that the outlets were misre
porting the supply of medical equipment, 
the role of Russian doctors in Italy and the 
enforcement of pandemicrelated regula
tions. A Moscow neurosurgeon who spoke 
with Current Time about a lack of protec
tive equipment and supplies at his hospital 
was threatened with dismissal. 

Rights monitors have expressed concern 
that a law passed on April 1 against know
ingly misinforming the public about the 
coronavirus may be used against reporters 
who publish coverage critical of the gov
ernment’s response. The law has already 
been used to detain a St. Petersburg activist 
– and to seize her computers and telephone 
– who had posted concerns on social media 
about inadequate quarantine measures at
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UCCA reacts to joint statement
issued by Trump and Putin

Ukrainian World Congress dismayed
by U.S.-Russia joint statement

34 years ago in Ukraine:
The Chornobyl disaster

The Ukrainian Congress Committee of 
America issued the following statement on 
April 26. 

Thirty-four years ago, Chornobyl’s 
Nuclear Reactor No. Four exploded in the 
early morning hours of April 26, 1986. 
Releasing 400 times more radioactive 
material than the atomic bomb in 
Hiroshima, the explosion remains the 
worst nuclear disaster in history. The sub-
sequent acts of the imperialistic Russian 
regime not only intensified the irreparable 
harm done to Ukraine and its people, but 
also demonstrated a blatant and callous 
disrespect for human life. 

Located just 64 miles north of Ukraine’s 
capital, Kyiv, the explosion that occurred at 
the Chornobyl Nuclear Power Plant subject-
ed the Ukrainian nation to catastrophic loss 
and devastation. Only when radiation levels 
set off a nuclear power plant in Sweden two 
days later, did the Soviet authorities issue an 
acknowledgment of the disaster. By then, 
the majority of people in the nearby town of 
Prypiat had already suffered nuclear poi-
soning. Moscow continued to deny and con-
ceal the explosion’s magnitude in an effort 
to uphold the totalitarian regime’s Iron 
Curtain. Thousands of innocent Ukrainians, 
including young children, were forced to go 

about their days, completely unaware of the 
nuclear contamination that was urgently 
poisoning their bodies. 

To this day, the detrimental consequenc-
es of Moscow’s incompetence are still evi-
dent. On April 4, 2020, a forest fire caused 
radiation levels to spike to nearly 17 times 
above the normal levels, reminding the 
Ukrainian people that the memory of this 
catastrophe is still fresh. Adverse economic, 
ecological and health effects stemming 
from this disaster are expected to plague 
Ukraine for many years to come.

The Ukrainian Congress Committee of 
America (UCCA) annually commemorates 
this disaster, offering our prayers for all the 
victims killed by this tragedy and all those 
who continue to suffer from its effects. This 
year, we call upon the international com-
munity to help us ensure that the ongoing 
needs of the victims are never forgotten. In 
light of Russia’s continued disrespect for 
human life in eastern Ukraine, we ask that 
the international community join us in 
bringing justice to all those who have fallen 
victim to the acts of the Kremlin.

As we commemorate the 34th anniver-
sary of the worst nuclear disaster in the 
history of the world, let us never forget the 
lives that were lost to this catastrophic 
crime against humanity.

The following release was issued by the 
Ukrainian Congress Committee of America 
on April 27.

On Friday, April 24, Russia unveiled 
images of Vladimir Putin’s pet project: a 
new Russian Orthodox cathedral, located in 
the center of a “military theme park” near 
Moscow, which was set to open on May 9. 
Putin has fixated on May 9 unlike any other 
Soviet or Russian ruler since Stalin, even 
more so on this 75th anniversary of the 
Allied victory over Nazi Germany in World 
War II. Inside this cathedral, so-called reli-
gious mosaics depict Putin alongside his 
minister of defense and the director of the 
FSB (the modern-day successor to the KGB). 
Another mosaic depicts Stalin’s portrait 
held above a crowd of Soviet soldiers during 
the World War II Victory Day parade of 
1945 on Red Square. In a final act of sacri-
lege, the cathedral walls display a tribute in 
mosaic to Russia’s illegal invasion and ongo-
ing military occupation of Ukraine’s Crimea, 
with one fragment declaring “our Crimea.”

Just one day after Putin launched this 
new disinformation campaign about the 
Soviet Union in advance of May 9, President 
Donald Trump and Russian President 
Vladimir Putin issued a rare joint statement 
to illustrate “how our countries can put 
aside differences, build trust and cooperate 
in pursuit of a greater cause.” Ostensibly 
issued to commemorate the 75th anniver-
sary of the first meeting between U.S. and 
Soviet troops during World War II, this 
symbolic gesture is quite alarming. The 
Ukrainian American community, therefore, 
has responded with incredulity to the joint 
statement issued by the White House and 
the Kremlin this Saturday, April 25.

Unfortunately, the “meeting at the Elbe” 
cited in the joint statement and throughout 
Russian media only led to decades of brutal 
authoritarian control by the Soviet Union to 

all parts of Eastern Europe and, in particu-
lar, to the people of Ukraine. Nearly seven 
decades later, Russia’s invasion of Ukraine 
in 2014 has resulted in over 13,000 people 
killed and over 2.5 million civilians dis-
placed – the largest wartime displacement 
in Europe since World War II, which began 
in 1939 as a joint invasion of Ukrainian 
lands by Stalin and Hitler. The United States 
government has consistently supported 
Ukraine’s sovereignty, independence and 
the inviolability of Ukraine’s borders since 
Russia’s invasion, declaring as official state 
policy to “assist the government of Ukraine 
in restoring its sovereignty and territorial 
integrity in order to deter the government 
of the Russian Federation from further 
destabilizing and invading Ukraine and 
other independent countries.”

As patriotic Americans, the Ukrainian 
Congress Committee of America (UCCA), 
the largest representation of Americans of 
Ukrainian descent, looks to our political 
leaders to stand in defense of liberty and 
democratic ideals when confronted by a 
foreign adversary. When Putin announced 
his intention to host a high-level delegation 
from the United States at his Victory Day 
parade in Moscow, the UCCA made our 
position clear in advance of May 9. While 
the May 9 parade has been postponed in 
light of the worldwide pandemic, Putin has 
increased his worldwide disinformation 
campaign designed to test the will of the 
international sanctions regime enacted 
against Russia.

Instead of issuing joint statements with 
the murderous Putin regime, the UCCA 
calls on the United States to continue to 
support Ukraine in its struggle against 
Russian aggression by increasing sanctions 
on Russia until all covert and overt Russian 
forces and equipment are removed from 
Ukraine, including a withdrawal of any ter-
ritorial claim over the Crimean peninsula.

The following statement was released by 
the Ukrainian World Congress on April 28.

The Ukrainian World Congress is deeply 
dismayed with the April 25 joint statement 
by President Donald Trump and President 
Vladimir Putin commemorating the 75th 
anniversary of the meeting on the Elbe 
between U.S. and Soviet troops at the end 
of World War II.

“There can be no ‘putting aside differ-
ences, building trust or cooperation in pur-
suit of a greater cause’ until Russia ends it 
ongoing war against Ukraine and de-occu-
pies Ukraine’s Crimean peninsula,” stated 
UWC President Paul Grod. “Thousands of 
innocent Ukrainian men and women have 
died and tens of thousands wounded as a 
result of Russia’s ongoing war in eastern 

Ukraine. Russia continues to camouflage its 
current imperial ambitions and whitewash 
the millions of victims of the Soviet legacy.”

The “Elbe handshake” at the end of 
World War II did not mean liberation for 
Eastern Europe. Instead, it meant more 
than four decades of occupation and subju-
gation by Soviet Russia.

We call on the United States and its allies 
to stand-up to Russia’s aggression against 
Ukraine. Let’s learn from history and stop 
trying to appease a modern-day dictator.

The Ukrainian World Congress calls upon 
the international community to increase 
sanctions on Russia until it fully de-occupies 
the sovereign Ukrainian territories of the 
Donbas and Crimea, withdraws all troops 
and proxies, and accepts full responsibility 
for its war crimes in Ukraine.

 FOR THE RECORD

JOINT STATEMENT: 75th anniversary
of the meeting on the Elbe River

Following is the joint statement issued 
on April 25 by U.S. President Donald J. 
Trump and President Vladimir Putin of 
Russia commemorating the 75th anniver-
sary of the meeting on the Elbe. (Source: 
The White House)

April 25, 2020, marks the 75th anni-
versary of the historic meeting between 
American and Soviet troops, who shook 
hands on the damaged bridge over the 
Elbe River. This event heralded the deci-
sive defeat of the Nazi regime.

The meeting on the Elbe represented 
a culmination of tremendous efforts by 
the many countries and peoples that 
joined forces under the framework of the 
United Nations Declaration of 1942. This 
common struggle required enormous 

sacrifice by millions of soldiers, sailors 
and citizens in multiple theaters of war.

We also recognize the contributions 
from millions of men and women on the 
home front, who forged vast quantities of 
war materials for use around the world. 
Workers and manufacturers played a cru-
cial role in supplying the allied forces with 
the tools necessary for victory.

The “Spirit of the Elbe” is an example 
of how our countries can put aside dif-
ferences, build trust and cooperate in 
pursuit of a greater cause. As we work 
today to confront the most important 
challenges of the 21st century, we pay 
tribute to the valor and courage of all 
those who fought together to defeat fas-
cism. Their heroic feat will never be for-
gotten.

other first responders, died as a direct 
result of the disaster.

The U.N. General Assembly adopted a 
resolution in December 2016 designating 
April 26 as a day to recognize the conse-
quences of the Chornobyl disaster.

Its 2020 statement says that, while prog-
ress has been made, “There is still a great 
deal of work that needs to be done in the 
affected region.”

The U.N. says the completion of a con-
finement structure over the reactor most 
heavily damaged in the accident was a 
major milestone of 2019.

It noted that the project received more 
than $2 billion in funding from 45 donor 
nations through funds managed by the 
European Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development (EBRD). The scope of the 
project in terms of international coopera-
tion is one of the largest ever seen in the 
field of nuclear safety, the U.N. said.

The U.N.’s involvement in Chornobyl 
recovery efforts dates back to a resolution 
passed in 1990. U.N. agencies continue to 
work closely with the governments of 
Belarus, Russia and Ukraine to provide 
development assistance to the communi-
ties affected by the disaster.

The U.N.’s statement on Chornobyl 
Remembrance Day does not mention the 
forest fires and brushfires that have been 

burning in the exclusion zone for three 
weeks. The largest of several blazes was 
extinguished last week. Smaller fires con-
tinue to burn in the Exclusion Zone, the 
authority that administers it said on April 
24.

Video showing plumes of smoke billow-
ing from the charred landscape earlier this 
month alarmed environmental activists, 
who said the burning of contaminated 
trees and other vegetation could disperse 
radioactive particles.

The International Atomic Energy Agency 
(IAEA) says the increase in levels of radia-
tion measured in the country was very 
small and posed “no risk to human health.”

The Vienna-based IAEA, which acts as 
the U.N. nuclear watchdog, said it was bas-
ing its assessment on data provided by 
Ukraine.

There have been “some minor increases 
in radiation,” the IAEA said, adding the 
State Nuclear Regulatory Inspectorate of 
Ukraine found that the concentration of 
radioactive materials in the air remained 
below Ukraine’s radiation safety norms.

With reporting by Reuters.
Copyright 2020, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 

with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (to 
read the full story, see https://www.rferl.
org/a/un-says-consequences-remain-more-
than-three-decades-after-chernobyl-disas-
ter/30577128.html).

(Continued from page 1)

U.N. says...
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The UNA ANNoUNces 

ScholarShipS and awardS
for StudentS attending college  
in the 2020-2021 academic year.

Ukrainian National Association, Inc.
2200 Route 10, Parsippany, NJ 07054 
800-253-9862 ext. 3035

Students wishing to apply for a UNA scholarship or award must meet  
the following criteria:

l  Have been an active, premium-paying UNA member for at least  
     two years by June 1st of 2020;
l  Have had a life insurance policy or an annuity, valued at a minimum  
     of $5,000 during the last two years (term policies excluded);
l   Be enrolled in an accredited college or university in USA or Canada.

The application for a UNA scholarship or award must be postmarked no 
later than June 1, 2020.

For complete details and applications, please call the UNA Home Office 
or visit the Our Benefits page on the UNA website at:

www.UNAInc.org

medical facilities in a nearby town. 
Russian independent newspaper Novaya 

Gazeta says it has taken down an article 
about measures introduced to tackle the 
coronavirus in the North Caucasus region 
of Chechnya following a request by the 
country’s media regulator, Roskomnadzor. 
Chechen leader Ramzan Kadyrov had 
slammed the article as “absurd” and threat-
ened to harm the author, Yelena Milashina.

Restrictions accompanying Kyrgyzstan’s 
state of emergency have sidelined RFE/RL 
journalists by requiring that persons seek-
ing to access central Bishkek – where RFE/
RL’s local bureau is located – obtain special 
passes. Authorities initially claimed that the 
media would be exempt from the new mea-
sures, but journalists with Current Time’s 
flagship Asia program have received no 
permissions, while reporters with state 
media have been allowed to access their 
downtown offices to work.

Earlier this month, as the magnitude of 
the pandemic was unfolding among popu-
lations around the world, authorities in 
Tajikistan issued the latest in a string of rul-
ings refusing to accredit RFE/RL journalists 
and staff. The Tajik Service’s YouTube page 
has recorded an explosive 150 percent 
increase among subscribers in the past 
year to more than 1 million, with much of 
the growth registered in recent months 
because of the absence of alternative 
reporting about the pandemic and any pre-
ventive response from the government. 
Indeed, the government has avoided use of 
the term “coronavirus,” while keeping 
mosques open and convening public cele-
brations of national holidays even as its 
neighbors enforce wholesale lockdowns. 
When the Service broke the story of the 

country’s first coronavirus death on April 5, 
pro-government publishers and trolls retal-
iated on Facebook, using obscene hashtags 
to incite violence against its journalists.

Belarus President Alyaksandr Luka-
shenka’s campaign of denial similarly puts 
journalists reporting on the pandemic at 
risk. He has dismissed concerns about the 
coronavirus as a “psychosis” and exhorted 
the public to attend the matches of Europe’s 
only still-fielded soccer league. Award-
winning RFE/RL Minsk-based journalist 
Alexandra Dynko says that journalists in her 
country “have been vaccinated against fear,” 
since “on a daily basis they dare to report on 
what they see and what they hear.”

These measures all come as audiences in 
RFE/RL’s markets have been bombarded 
with conspiracy theories about the virus 
and Russian, Iranian and Chinese disinfor-
mation about its origins and those coun-
tries’ responses to it. RFE/RL’s Armenian 
Service and Russian Service have sought to 
debunk these myths and theories, while 
RFE/RL’s Bulgarian Service has sought to 
counter a growing anti-EU narrative propa-
gated by the government that obscures the 
role of European Union assistance and 
threatens public health. RFE/RL’s Central 
Newsroom has produced video reporting 
for use throughout RFE/RL’s coverage area 
on efforts by both China and Russia to tar-
get global audiences with COVID-19 propa-
ganda.

*  *  *
About RFE/RL: RFE/RL relies on its net-

works of local reporters to provide accu-
rate news and information to more than 37 
million people in 26 languages and 22 
countries where media freedom is restrict-
ed, or where a professional press has not 
fully developed. RFE/RL is an editorially 
independent media company funded by a 
grant from the U.S. Congress through the 
U.S. Agency for Global Media.

(Continued from page 3)

As coronavirus...



No. 18THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY      SUNDAY, MAY 3, 20206

The U.S. Committee for Holodomor-Genocide Awareness has launched a petition 
for Amazon to remove Soviet-era merchandise from its inventory. The announce-
ment from the organization was posted on Facebook on April 26, with comments on 
the post calling Amazon’s decision to sell these items “white-washing history.” 
(Another comment noted that Amazon also sells Nazi memorabilia.)

A simple search on Amazon for “Soviet memorabilia” pulls up items such as 
“Victory Day” medals commemorating the Soviet victory in the “Great Patriotic War” 
(as Soviet nostalgists call the second world war); propaganda material, including a 
poster of the Soviet flag being raised over the Reichstag in 1945; Soviet commemo-
rative coins and currency; KGB insignias, Soviet badges and propaganda pins; and 
more. Many of these items are adorned with the offensive hammer and sickle of the 
USSR, which should be acknowledged as a symbol of oppression, mass killing, terror 
and subjugation.

The U.S. Holodomor Committee suggests ways to reach out, with a sample letter 
posted on the top right of its website (www.UkraineGenocide.com). Suggestions 
include: send an e-mail to Jeff Bezos, CEO of Amazon, at jeff@amazon.com; call the 
company headquarters at 206-266-1000; use the “help” link on the Amazon website 
to lodge a complaint; add to the Twitter storm @Amazon with the hashtag 
#BanSovietSymbols, as well as through social media outlets Instagram (@Amazon), 
Facebook (www.facebook.com/amazon) and others.

The UkraineGenocide.com website’s introduction to its sample letter page notes: 
“Amazon.com Inc. carries in its inventory Soviet style T-shirts and other apparel. 
Soviet-era symbols such as the hammer and sickle that are displayed on these prod-
ucts are especially disturbing. Similar items were available at Walmart, Inc., but were 
recently discontinued after public outcry. These symbols represent a repressive 
regime that committed tremendous crimes against humanity, in particular the 1932-
1933 genocide in Ukraine, the Holodomor.”

The sample letter adds that the 85th anniversary of the Holodomor was com-
memorated in 2019, and points out that the Soviet paraphernalia solid via Amazon 
are symbols of a regime that killed millions of Ukrainians and other nations enslaved 
by the USSR. The letter also underscores that other companies, like Walmart and 
Adidas, have recently removed similar offensive Soviet items from their inventories, 
and urges Amazon to follow their example.

Today, people have become desensitized to the legacy of the hammer and sickle 
and the swastika, as we see these symbols scrawled on synagogues, cemeteries, 
monuments, community centers and even churches in an attempt to create an atmo-
sphere of hate and fear. We also see Che Guevara T-shirts being worn by people who 
have no idea what it is like to live under Communism or totalitarianism. The com-
munity must remain vigilant and fortify its resolve to right these wrongs, otherwise 
the wrongs will overwhelm society.

We urge our community members and their representative organizations to join 
in this petition and to send a clear message to Amazon and other retailers that these 
items have no place in their inventories and that these businesses should not make 
money off the tragedy-filled history of other people.

The Ukrainian Weekly

Thirty-six years ago, on May 8, 1984, the Soviet Union 
announced its plans to back out of participating in the 1984 
Summer Olympic Games that were to be held in Los Angeles that 
year. 

Following suit, East Germany and Bulgaria announced on May 
9 that they would not be sending teams to the Olympics in Los 

Angeles, and similar announcements were expected from other Soviet satellite countries.
The Soviet National Olympic Committee statement claimed that Soviet participation 

was impossible because of “the gross flouting” of Olympic ideals by the United States. In 
particular, the statement cited plans by groups to stage anti-Soviet demonstrations during 
the Games and the American refusal to ban such protests. 

Although the Soviets insisted that their action was not a boycott, many experts said 
they believed the Soviets decided to withdraw from the Games in retaliation for the U.S. 
boycott of the Moscow Olympics in 1980 in response to the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan. 
Others thought the Soviets hoped to embarrass the Reagan administration. 

Despite official statements mocking the boycott of 1980, the U.S. move seriously under-
mined the efforts that the Kremlin had mounted in playing host for the Games and consid-
erably weakened competition in many sports, creating deep resentments.

The possibility of defections was another sensitive issue that may have contributed to 
the Soviet decision, although only one Soviet citizen had defected since the USSR entered 
the Olympics in 1952 – and he later voluntarily returned to his country. In Los Angeles, 
however, several citizens’ groups, including the Ban the Soviets coalition, had publicly stat-
ed that they planned to encourage defections among Soviet and East European athletes. 

The coalition was formed after the Soviets shot down a commercial passenger jet, 
Korean Air KAL 007, in the fall of 1983, and it included a number of émigré and ethnic 
groups. The coalition said it had as many as 500 “safe houses” around Los Angeles in 
which to harbor possible defectors.

The Soviet withdrawal from the Olympics was seen by most analysts as a means to 
punish Washington for its 1980 boycott of the Games, as well as wider disputes between 
the two countries.

The Soviet statement also implied that President Ronald Reagan was using the Games 
for “political aims,” and the Soviet move was seen an attempt to hurt President Reagan’s 
bid for re-election. The Soviet press had indicated that the Kremlin strongly favored a 

May
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Turning the pages back...

by Halya Coynash
Kharkiv Human Rights Protection  

Group

It is no accident that the third exchange 
of prisoners under President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy has prompted a campaign on 
social media by family and friends of 
Russia’s Ukrainian political prisoners and 
hostages held by Russia’s Donbas proxy 
“republics.” Their message is clear: it is 
time for Mr. Zelenskyy to talk with them 
and discuss real measures to ensure the 
release of their relatives, some of whom 
have been in captivity for years. 

Immediately after the exchange on April 
16, Andriy Yermak, head of the Presidential 
Office of Ukraine, once again insisted that 
negotiations were under way for the 
release of all political prisoners held in 
occupied Crimea and Russia, and that all 
Ukrainians held illegally would be 
returned. The assurances have been heard 
before and, in fact, negotiations with Russia 
appear to be stalled. 

During the most recent prisoner 
exchange, two POWs and 18 civilian hos-
tages were returned to Ukraine while 17 
people convicted of terrorism or treason 
were handed over to the so-called Donetsk 
and Luhansk people’s republics (DPR and 
LPR). Although any release of Ukrainians 

held by the militants is surely better than 
none, on this occasion, the exchange 
prompts questions not only in regard to 
those who were not released.

Oksana Romanyuk, director of the 
Institute for Mass Information, has con-
demned the refusal to allow Ukrainian 
journalists to cover the exchange. The 
excuse that this was because of the pan-
demic is not convincing, she says, as 
Ukrainian legislation obliges the Cabinet of 
Ministers to ensure the unobstructed work 
of journalists. This was undoubtedly a mat-
ter of public importance, and she suspects 
that journalists were kept away to prevent 
them from asking uncomfortable questions.

Oleh Kotenko from the Patriot Group 
NGO called this the worst exchange he has 
seen in all the years of the conflict. He notes 
that this was the first time that an exchange 
was carried out without the involvement of 
the aggressor state, Russia, and with 
Ukraine effectively forced to agree to the 
militants’ conditions. Mr. Kotenko believes 
that Russia is gaining by this, because it can 
claim to not be a party to the conflict, with 
Ukraine obliging by negotiating directly 
with the militants. 

Ukraine has consistently asked for hos-
tages that the militants, probably prompted 

by Halya Coynash
Kharkiv Human Rights Protection 

 Group

Russia’s Investigative Committee 
appears to be taking seriously its absurd 
new criminal charges against Refat 
Chubarov, head of the Mejlis, the represen-
tative body of the Crimean Tatar people – 
seriously enough to try to block a defense 
lawyer who has already exposed their legal 
nihilism. If, through its prosecutions of Mr. 
Chubarov and veteran Crimean Tatar lead-
er Mustafa Dzhemilev, Russia is trying to 
justify flouting the International Court of 
Justice’s order to withdraw its ban on the 
Mejlis, it has chosen a very strange strategy.

Nikolai Polozov reported on April 20 that 
the investigator, Magomed Magomedov, has 
issued a decision removing him from the 
case, despite all the necessary authority 
from Mr. Chubarov himself. Mr. Magome dov 
claimed that since he had already defended 
First Deputy Mejlis leader Akhtem Chiygoz, 
on essentially identical charges pertaining 
to the same event, that “there could be con-
tradictions” and was therefore excluding Mr. 
Polozov from the case. Mr. Polozov dismiss-
es the excuse given. 

There has been a relevant judgement 
from the Supreme Court, however this 
applies to a situation where a lawyer’s 
defense of two defendants, one of whom is 
admitting a charge, the other rejecting it, 
could lead to problems in the lawyer’s qual-
ified representation of both. This was not 
the case here. Mr. Chubarov was never 
involved in the prosecution and “trial” of 
Mr. Chiygoz. As reported, Mr. Chubarov 
even asked, several times, to be allowed to 
give testimony as a key witness. Those 
requests were rejected for much the same 
reason as the present attempts to keep Mr. 

Polozov out of the case – because of all that 
they could expose.

Mr. Polozov says that, as soon as Russia 
“reanimated” the so-called February 26 
case – “a model of lawlessness from begin-
ning to end,” he anticipated that it would 
lead to new violations with respect to Mr. 
Chubarov. He had not, however, foreseen 
that such a flagrant violation of the right to 
defense would be committed by the investi-
gator as the case was only beginning. He 
has, of course, lodged an appeal. However, 
this is with the Russian-controlled Kyivskyi 
District Court in Symferopol whose “judg-
es” under Russian occupation have seldom 
paid heed to the law.

On March 23, Russia’s Investigative 
Committee announced that it had initiated 
new criminal charges against Mr. Chubarov, 
calling him the leader, in violation of the 
order from the International Court of 
Justice, of “an extremist organization, the 
Mejlis.” He was accused, under Russian law, 
of “organizing mass riots.” There were no 
mass riots on the day cited; however, there 
was a much more fundamental problem 
since the charges pertained to a pre-annex-
ation demonstration that unequivocally 
took place on Ukrainian territory and 
under Ukrainian law.

Russia first banished Mustafa Dzhemilev 
and then Mr. Chubarov from their homeland 
within the first months of its illegal occupa-
tion; it previously announced criminal 
charges for propaganda purposes. It had 
seemed that the new charges, first against 
Mr. Chubarov, then against Mr. Dzhemilev, 
were also a form of intimidation prompted 
by the active involvement of both Crimean 
Tatar leaders in organizing a March of 
Dignity on Crimea. This has had to be post-

Prisoner swap leaves most Donbas hostages
in captivity, makes journalists suspicious

Russia removes lawyer for exposing
lawless prosecution of Mejlis leader

(Continued on page 15)

Amazon must remove Soviet items

 COMMENTARY

(Continued on page 12)

(Continued on page 15)
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There’s history and there’s myth. What’s 
the difference? Historians peruse docu-
ments, ledgers, letters, newspapers, mem-
oirs, oral accounts, films, photographs to 
create a record of what happened. Myth is 
its essence, distilling it all into a narrative a 
nation, religion, etc. universally accepts, 
almost on a subconscious level, to celebrate 
events and heroes with music, poems, 
icons, bank notes, paintings and lullabies 
mothers sing to newborns. 

World War II was a global catastrophe 
like no other. There are thousands upon 
thousands of books in which every day is 
documented: huge military operations; 
horrific, heroic and criminal experiences 
of millions who died and those who sur-
vived. There are movies, memoirs, art-
work, graveyards, museums and untold 
numbers of shoeboxes with family memo-
rabilia. 

Last November, Russian President 
Vladimir Putin invited President Donald 
Trump and other global leaders to join him 
for the May 9 parade on Red Square featur-
ing tanks, missiles and columns of troops 
saluting Russia’s president as he and the 
country commemorate the 75th anniversa-
ry of the end of World War II in Europe. 
President Trump said he would like to 
attend, but at a minimum would send a 
high-level delegation. Others, citing 
Russia’s aggression against Ukraine, 
declined. 

With the demise of the Soviet Union and 
its ubiquitous Lenin commemorations, 
October Revolution and May Day parades, 
the World War II victory celebration is 
Russia’s biggest holiday, and Mr. Putin pro-
motes it to validate his country’s greatness 
and justify his rule as steward over its his-
toric legacy and promises for a shining 
future. Doing so, he’s creating a modern-
day myth: that Russia heroically delivered 
humanity from Nazi tyranny while the rest 
of the world stood by. 

The Russian World War II myth relies on 
history even as it obliterates it. The Red 
Army did indeed destroy the Nazi 
Wehrmacht on the Eastern Front, marching 
all the way to Berlin. That’s the history, jus-
tifying for Mr. Putin the massive choreogra-
phy of a Red Square parade. But that myth 
also relies on a network of lies and taboos. 
It’s basically forbidden to write about the 
Hitler-Stalin Pact that launched the war. 
Shamelessly and absurdly, Mr. Putin blames 
Poland for World War II, the prime victim 
in September 1939. The massive Lend 
Lease assistance America provided Stalin 
starting in 1941 – munitions, food, logistics, 
intelligence – is forgotten. Mention of the 
NKVD murders of Ukrainian, Polish and 
Baltic military and civilian leadership is 
also banned. Ukrainians’ collective 
response to the Nazi invasion in June 1941 
is utterly distorted. Ukrainians did indeed 
welcome Germans as liberators. Entire 
Soviet armies in Kyiv and elsewhere sur-
rendered without resistance. Why defend 
Joseph Stalin, who had engineered the 
Holodomor, launched the Great Terror and 
decimated the Soviet military with execu-
tions in the 1930s? 

History, of course, records that the 
Germans came not as liberators but as 

tyrants and oppressors no different than 
Stalin, seizing grain and livestock, forcing 
young people into slave labor. They mur-
dered Jews, executed those who resisted, 
and subjected the nation to slaughter and 
ruin. In less than a year, the people turned 
against them, especially in western Ukraine 
where the Organization of Ukrainian 
Nationalists provided the military, social 
and political infrastructure to form the 
Ukrainian Insurgent Army (UPA). It’s an 
amazing story: how a people beleaguered 
by both the  Nazis and the Soviets main-
tained tens of thousands of partisans in the 
field for nearly a decade  – a staggering 
accomplishment dwarfing the famed 
French Resistance, a Ukrainian story yet to 
be told in all its complexity. 

Crafting Mr. Putin’s overweening depic-
tion of Russia defeating Nazi Germany, 
Kremlin myth-makers downplay the con-
tribution of non-Russian peoples in the war 
even though millions of them served in the 
Red Army. Worse: even as they deny 
Stalin’s collaboration with Hitler (1939-
1941), Russian propagandists echo their 
Soviet-era counterparts, depicting World 
War II Ukrainians, especially the UPA, as 
collaborators with Germany, allowing Mr.  
Putin’s warped politics to smear the 
Orange Revolution (2004-2005) and the 
Euro-Maidan Revolution of Dignity (2013-
2014) as “neo-Nazi” manifestations, 
inspired and funded by the United States 
and other Western countries. 

So here’s the history. Early in the war, 
Stalin effectively acknowledged that 
Ukrainians would not fight for the Soviet 
Union and made a strategic pivot: the 
struggle was for Ukraine. Posters were pro-
duced with an angry Taras Shevchenko 
admonishing Ukrainians to “sprinkle liber-
ty with the evil blood of tyrants.” National 
radio replaced the Soviet national anthem 
with Danylo Kryzhanivsky’s stirring music 
to Shevchenko’s “The Dnipro Roars and 
Groans.” The Red Army awarded military 
medals featuring Bohdan Khmelnytsky. 
Volodymyr Sosiura’s “Love Ukraine as You 
Love the Sun” also achieved anthem-like 
proportions, inspiring Ukrainians, includ-
ing millions in the Red Army.

In 1944, with the Wehrmacht being 
driven back to Berlin, the UPA focused its 
independence fight on the Soviet Union. 
The Kremlin countered, awarding Kyiv 
with its own Foreign Ministry and a sepa-
rate Commissariat for National Defense. 
Historian Yaroslav Bilinsky in “The Second 
Soviet Republic” (1964) contends that was 
to undercut the UPA’s appeal so Moscow 
could argue that Soviet Ukraine was 
already a sovereign state. No need for the 
UPA. And indeed, months after the end of 
the war, Soviet Ukraine became a charter 
member of the United Nations. Nearly half 
a century later in 1990-1991, its hitherto 
hollow and subservient institutions were 
decisive as officials moved the country 
toward independence. 

The UPA? By 1950, it was pretty much 
crushed, its warriors, civic/cultural leaders 
and social supporters killed, exiled or 
blended into Soviet society, or having 
escaped. And yet, it remained a critical 
force. Solzhenitsyn in the “GULAG Archipe-

World War II history and myth
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Within the past few months, the world 
has been hit with the greatest pandemic 
since the Spanish Flu of 100 years ago. The 
total number of global cases has by now 
surpassed 3 million, while the number of 
deaths is well over 200,000. This, by far, 
outpaces the 18,000 deaths caused by the 
H1N1 pandemic of 2009.

Of all the countries in the world, the 
United States has been the hardest hit in 
terms of total numbers, though it falls 
behind Spain, Belgium, Ireland, Italy and 
Switzerland on a per capita basis. It should 
be noted that it is impossible to determine 
the number of cases in the People’s 
Republic of China, where this global pan-
demic originated, because the numbers 
provided by the Communist government of 
that country are viewed with suspicion by 
most objective observers.

Canada too has been hard hit – though 
not as bad as the United States, when one 
takes the population of the two countries 
into account. The number of cases per 1 
million of population is roughly twice as 
high in the United States, while the death 
rate is 2.5 times as high, according to offi-
cial data.

Even so, there are a number of similari-
ties between our two countries in relation 
to this crisis. This is not surprising, as we 
share the longest undefended border in the 
world and our countries are inexorably 
linked by economic and other factors.

Both have had to face the quarantines, 
the stay-at-home orders, the physical dis-
tancing, the closure of all but essential busi-
nesses and services – and all other mea-
sures that are vital in curbing the spread of 
this airborne disease. For both our coun-
tries, as well as the rest of the world, this 
has created an economic crisis on top of 
the public health crisis.

Likewise, the pandemic is spread 
unequally. The U.S. states hardest hit on a 
per capita basis are New York, New Jersey, 
Connecticut, Rhode Island, Massachusetts 
and Louisiana. In Canada it is the province 
of Quebec which accounts for over 50 per-
cent of Canada’s cases and almost 60 per-
cent of the deaths related to COVID-19, 
despite containing only 24 percent of the 
country’s population. Next in terms of per 
capita cases is Alberta, although the death 
rate is much smaller in relative terms. This 
may be explained by the fact that province 
is most effective in testing. But here too 

there is a regional divide. Calgary and the 
southern part of the province are much 
more affected proportionately than 
Edmonton and the north. There’s a bit of an 
anomaly here as Alberta borders on 
Montana, which is the least affected of the 
continental U.S. states. 

But then Alberta’s eastern neighbor, 
Saskatchewan, which also borders on 
Montana, has such a relatively low number 
of infections that it is beginning to consider 
a phased-in reduction of restrictions, as are 
many U.S. states in the same position. 
Alberta’s western neighbor, British 
Columbia, has been most successful in flat-
tening the curve. This is the province that 
was first affected by COVID-19, but imple-
mented emergency measures early and has 
managed to contain the pandemic to some 
degree. In this it can be compared favorably 
to its immediate southern neighbor – the 
state of Washington.

There is one glaring statistic among 
Canadian cases. Close to half the deaths 
occur in long-term care centers, compared 
with about 20 percent in the United States.

But a basic problem faced by both coun-
tries is the need for personal protective 
equipment (PPE) for frontline workers, 
who are bearing the brunt of this crisis and 
face huge risks, and ventilators for patients. 
In Canada this shortage is particularly 
acute in Quebec and Ontario, although 
Alberta is well prepared and is donating 
surplus supplies to other provinces. But 
even in Alberta, while the supply is there, 
there have been problems in distributing 
these items to health-care centers in the 
province.

But since our two countries are so inter-
twined in many ways, the need for PPEs 
must be addressed on a mutual basis and 
cannot be used as a political tool. 
Fortunately, U.S. President Donald Trump 
has backed off from his earlier decision to 
not only ban the export of PPEs to Canada, 
but to divert procurements that had 
already been placed on order.

At this point in time, we have no way of 
knowing when the crisis will actually pass. 
Yes, there are various models and projec-
tions, but none are infallible. So, we must 
work together and not against each other 
to battle this crisis. We must continue to 
follow the guidelines set by knowledgeable 
health authorities, continue maintaining 
physical distancing, wash our hands fre-
quently and tackle this pandemic as best 
we can. And most of all – pray for an end. In 
time, we shall overcome. 

Coping with COVID-19 in Canada

Marco Levytsky may be contacted at 
ukrnews@shaw.ca.

including eventually supporting near-Earth 
orbit assets of a Ukrainian “Earth–Moon–
Earth” lunar transport system (RIA Novosti, 
December 29, 2019).

Despite major difficulties experienced 
by the country after 1991 and 2014, 
Ukraine’s space industry survived and is 
ready for a breakthrough. The country still 
controls the complete rocketry production 
cycle, maintains the necessary base of sci-
entific and engineering knowledge, and 
boasts a successful track record of imple-

menting international space projects. With 
the proper package of incentives and 
investment, it now appears well poised to 
rise up and rejoin the elite cohort of the 
world’s leading space powers. By develop-
ing its domestic space industry, Ukraine 
can simultaneously strengthen its defense 
potential as well as open new doors for 
civilian businesses/enterprises, thus estab-
lishing a key source of sustainable long-
term economic growth.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 2)
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Pysanky-making: Ancient tradition 
meets modern technology

by Matthew Dubas

NEW YORK – Approximately 25 people from New York, 
Quebec, Florida, Arizona and elsewhere joined in a virtual 
pysanka workshop on April 5 that was hosted by pysanka 
artist Laryssa Czebiniak via the online meeting program 
Zoom.

The event was organized by the Ukrainian Institute of 
America and its Young Professionals Council, led by Anya 
Shpook. Ms. Czebiniak has been leading these pysanka 
workshops – typically attended in person – for many years 
with the UIA. This time, there was a profound coming 
together of modern technology necessitated by the corona-
virus pandemic and an ancient tradition. 

Ms. Czebiniak noted that the event was more relaxed 
than the typical workshop she has hosted in previous years 

and that, although there were many familiar faces, there 
were others she had never met before. The online format 
allowed her to answer participants’ questions and offer 
assistance in any way she could. The friendly atmosphere 
fostered creating pysanky in a broader community setting, 
with some trying their hand at the craft for the very first 
time.

This format, Ms. Czebiniak told The Weekly, encouraged 
participation with others; although the event was not the 
same as in years past, participants were grateful to be 
together making pysanky. One participant said she had not 
made pysanky in decades, and others said they were using 
homemade dyes and materials, including beeswax, as not 
everyone had been able to purchase the usual supplies. 

Ms. Czebiniak was 5 years old when she made her first 
pysanka while living in Binghamton, N.Y. After she moved 

to New York City, the multicultural nature of the city fos-
tered a cultural exchange and helped her to develop her 
pysanka-making experience. She explained that she tends 
to host one to two pysanka demonstrations or parties per 
year, even tailoring an event for children. The events have 
attracted both Ukrainians and non-Ukrainians.

This latest virtual workshop allowed participants to 
explore non-traditional motifs in their pysanky creations, 
with one participant from Canada drawing a raccoon on 
her pysanka.

Ms. Czebiniak also performs with the Ukrainian Village 
Voices singing group in New York, which also has attracted 
non-Ukrainian participants. Just as is the case with the 
pysanka demonstrations, non-Ukrainians are drawn in to 

Laryssa Czebiniak works on her latest pysanka 
as she hosts the virtual pysanka workshop via 

Zoom. 
Two examples from participants of the virtual pysanka work

shop. 

Laryssa Czebiniak shows her pysanka creations.

(Continued on page 11)

by Olena Jennings

NEW YORK – Like many arts organiza-
tions, Yara Arts Group is going virtual dur-
ing the pandemic, taking the opportunity to 
involve artists in other parts of the world. 
On April 24 and 25, Yara had its first virtual 
events with well-known Ukrainian poet 
Serhiy Zhadan, live from outside of Kharkiv. 
The events were hosted by Virlana Tkacz 
with technical assistance by Darien Fiorino. 

The first event, “Zhadan and Friends: 
Poetry,” featured poets responding to Mr. 
Zhadan’s work with their own poetry and 
Julian Kytasty responding on the bandura. 
The poets were Dzvinia Orlowsky, Isaac 
Stackhouse Wheeler, Wanda Phipps and 
this writer. Yara Arts succeeded in drawing 
a virtual crowd. The event on Zoom by invi-
tation and on Facebook live had over 1,000 
views.

The second event, “Zhadan and Friends: 
Jazz,” featured Yara Arts Group actors, 
musicians Anthony Coleman and Fima 
Chupakhin, poet Bob Holman and Mr. 
Zhadan. The event had over 2,000 views.

In 2019, Virlana Tkacz and Wanda 
Phipps released their book of selected 
translations of Mr. Zhadan’s poems, “What 
We Live For, What We Die For” (Yale 
University Press.) That year, Yara events 
were based on the book.

For these virtual events, Ms. Tkacz and 
Ms. Phipps translated a new body of poems. 
They started their new translations with 
poems from the collections “Antenna” and 
“List of Ships,” the latter of which was pub-

lished just last week in Ukraine.
The jazz event began with a reading by 

Mr. Holman of an essay written by Mr. 
Zhadan called “Phonebook of the Dead,” 
which serves as an introduction to his 
poems. From this essay, we learn that Mr. 
Zhadan’s father has recently died causing 
the writer to take a journey through the 
landscape of memory. He writes about 
diary entries and bad photos; both help 
him to remember. He finds his father was 
someone he didn’t know; he “wrote about 
all of us in his odd handwriting, the hand-
writing of somebody we didn’t know.” Later, 

Mr. Zhadan calls to the places in his land-
scape that evoke memory, “book of trees,” 
“book of stones,” and “book of trampled 
soccer fields.”

He also sets a tone for us to consider 
what writing is, comparing it to nature: 
“Writing is like a river. Wading into the 
water, not everyone looks at ease.” Jazz 
musician Mr. Coleman emphasized these 
lines with his piano playing, which perfect-
ly complemented Mr. Holman’s reading.

Actors Sean Eden, Chris Ignacio, Maria 
Pleshkevich, Darien Fiorino and Maksym 
Lozynsky read from New York’s East 

Village to San Francisco. They all did justice 
to Mr. Zhadan’s work, but Mr. Zhadan most 
carefully recited the words that are close to 
his heart. Mr. Coleman continued to play 
through their readings. Mr. Zhadan’s laid-
back nature created a sense of comfort, like 
the piano playing.

In one of the favorite poems, “I Imagine 
How a Bird Sees This,” read by Mr. Fiorino 
in English translation and Mr. Zhadan in the 
Ukrainian original, Mr. Zhadan writes about 
the “discarded pages on the streets” mak-
ing another comment about writing, what 
is given away and becomes part of nature. 
Later in the show, we learn about the sun 
like scripture, a beautiful combination of 
nature and writing.

Mr. Zhadan read from his most recent 
poems called “Psalm of Aviation.” This is 
another instance in which he speaks of 
writing in the poem: “There were words.” 
“There were words I said about people and 
their stories.” 

The end of the event was a special treat 
in that Mr. Zhadan read from another book, 
the most recent, in progress with the 
accompaniment of Ms. Chupakhin on piano.

This event was a homage to the words 
used to express death and other emotions. 
The event will linger in my memory, perfect 
in a time when the pandemic might occupy 
most of our thoughts. Yara Arts, as always, 
is doing a great job creating a diverse com-
munity, even during a time of social dis-
tancing.

The recorded events can be accessed on 
Yara’s website: yaraartsgroup.net.

Yara Arts Group brings events to your living room

Poet Serhiy Zhadan on Zoom, during a virtual event organized by Yara Arts Group.

Vasyl Stakhyra

www.facebook.com/Larysanky

www.facebook.com/Larysanky
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segments and peat-boggy soil,” the service 
said, adding that radiation in the area does 
not exceed permissible levels. The fires 
began on April 3 in the western part of the 
uninhabited Exclusion Zone before spread-
ing to nearby forests. Ukrainian officials have 
said they have extinguished the fires several 
times, but new fires continue appearing in 
the area. The National Police has said it 
detained two people suspected of setting the 
initial fire. (RFE/RL Ukrainian Service)

9,866 coronavirus cases in Ukraine

Ukraine recorded 9,866 cases of the 
coronavirus as of April 29, according to 
Health Minister Maksym Stepanov. “Some 
9,866 people have fallen ill since the start 
of the pandemic, including 672 children 
and 1,976 health-care workers,” the health 
minister said at a briefing. He added that 
456 people had contracted COVID-19 in the 
past day, including 33 children and 133 
health-care workers. Since the start of the 
pandemic, 1,103 people in Ukraine have 
recovered from the disease and 250 people 
have died. The Cabinet of Ministers has 
supported the criteria developed by the 
health and economy ministries that enable 
food markets to resume their operations, 
Prime Minister Denys Shmyhal reported on 
Telegram. “The main condition for the 
operation of food markets is the decision of 
a respective territorial body of the State 
Service on Food Safety and Consumer 
Protection to comply with anti-epidemic 
requirements,” he explained. Mr. Shmyhal 

stressed that the work of food markets dur-
ing the coronavirus pandemic should be 
regulated by strict sanitary standards.” 
(Ukrinform, Ukrainian Canadian Congress 
Daily Briefing)

World Bank to aid COVID-19 response

The World Bank stated on April 27 that 
its board of executive directors had 
approved $135 million in additional financ-
ing for the Serving People, Improving 
Health Project, to scale-up Ukraine’s health 
sector response to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
The ongoing project provides assistance for 
the renovation of urban hospitals and rural 
health posts, purchase of modern equip-
ment and improvement in the quality of 
health services. The initial $215 million 
investment focused on supporting health 
reforms, improving delivery of services 
(including primary and secondary preven-
tion, early detection and treatment of car-
diovascular diseases and cancer), as well as 
enhancing the efficiency of the health-care 
system. The additional $135 million will 
help Ukraine with important hospital 
upgrades and reforms, and also help train 
thousands of Ukrainian doctors in the provi-
sion of modern medical services. The proj-
ect will also provide $35 million for COVID-
19 emergency response activities. These 
funds will be used to buy essential materials 
and equipment for the country’s response 
to the pandemic, provide much-needed 
training for medical personnel and support 
communication of essential public informa-
tion. It will also cover reimbursement of 
financing to Ukrainian providers of health 
care for COVID-19 patients. (Ukrainian 
Canadian Congress Daily Briefing)

Ukraine begins chairmanship of OSCE forum

Minister of Foreign Affairs Dmytro 
Kuleba officially opened Ukraine’s chair-
manship of the OSCE Forum for Security 
Cooperation, delivering a speech at its first 
online session on April 29. “Ukraine will 
hold the chairmanship in tumultuous times 
when Russian aggression continues against 
our country and the world faces the coro-
navirus pandemic. This is a time of great 
challenges, but we will continue seeking 
opportunities and constructive responses 
to these challenges,” the minister said, 
addressing the representatives of the 
forum’s participating countries and part-
ners, the press service of the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs of Ukraine reported. Mr. 
Kuleba stressed that the Organization for 
Security and Cooperation in Europe 
remains a key platform for cooperation and 
dialogue and that the Forum for Security 
Cooperation, which focuses on the military-
political dimension of security, is still a cor-
nerstone of the organization. The Ukrainian 
minister underscored that steps needed to 
be taken to restore confidence and stability 
in the OSCE region as the ongoing gross 
violations of the organization’s principles 
cannot be merely observed. Mr. Kuleba also 
praised the important role of the OSCE 
Special Monitoring Mission that has been 
working in the Donbas for six years. He 
mentioned the American paramedic, OSCE 
SMM member Joseph Stone, who died in 
the Donbas in 2017, and expressed condo-
lences to his family and friends. In his 
speech, Mr. Kuleba outlined the priorities of 
the Ukrainian chairmanship, including 
strengthening the role of OSCE in promot-
ing the peace process between Ukraine and 
Russia and ending the war in eastern 
Ukraine; observing the security situation in 
the Black Sea-Sea of Azov region and its 
militarization; countering hybrid warfare; 
countering covert and unlawful use of pri-
vate military companies in conflict zones; 
responding to challenges related to the 
spread of COVID-19, in particular in the 
armed forces; combating arms trafficking; 
managing conventional munitions stock-
piles; demining territories affected by con-
flicts and wars; building confidence and 
security in the military; implementing U.N. 
Security Council Resolution 1540 against 
the proliferation of weapons of mass 
destruction and U.N. Security Council 
Resolution 1325 on women, peace and 
security; and holding a dialogue to imple-
ment the OSCE Code of Conduct on Politico-
Military Aspects of Security. Ukraine took 
over the chairmanship of the OSCE Forum 
for Security Cooperation from Turkey on 
April 20. Ukraine will be the first to chair 
the forum in an online format due to the 
coronavirus pandemic. (Ukrinform)

Supreme Court postpones PrivatBank hearing

Ukraine’s Supreme Court has postponed 
a review of a lower court decision on 
whether state-owned PrivatBank has to 
pay back more than 1 billion hrv ($37 mil-
lion U.S.) to two brothers who lost their 
savings in the 2016 nationalization of the 
financial institution. The Supreme Court’s 
press service said on April 27, the day the 

hearing had been scheduled, that the deci-
sion to postpone the hearing was made due 
to pressure imposed on judges by media 
reports and comments on social networks 
in recent days. Ukraine’s central bank had 
recognized the tycoon brothers, Ihor and 
Hryhoriy Surkis, as related parties and 
included money from their deposits at 
PrivatBank in a bail-in when one of 
Ukraine’s largest privately owned banks 
was nationalized. The Surkis brothers, 
known as associates of the former owner of 
PrivatBank, Ihor Kolomoisky, challenged 
that decision in court, forcing the central 
bank to defend its actions. Mr. Kolomoisky 
lost control over PrivatBank when the cen-
tral bank took it over after it failed stress 
tests and was deemed to be undercapital-
ized. Two years later, an independent audit 
concluded that PrivatBank had conducted 
“large-scale and coordinated fraud” for at 
least 10 years before its takeover by the 
state. The U.S.-based corporate investiga-
tive f irm Kroll  and attorneys at 
AlixPartners also found a hole of at least 
$5.5 billion in the bank’s balance sheet. Mr. 
Kolomoisky has denied wrongdoing and 
maintains that he is the rightful owner of 
the bank, over which he has vowed to 
regain control. In late March, Ukrainian 
lawmakers approved the first reading of a 
bill preventing the former owners of banks 
that were nationalized or liquidated in 
recent years from regaining ownership 
rights or receiving monetary compensa-
tion. (RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service, with 
reporting by Reuters)

Ukraine’s offer to Saakashvili angers Georgia

The government of Georgia, led by for-
mer President Mikheil Saakashvili’s long-
time foes, has voiced objection to his possi-
ble appointment to the post of deputy 
prime minister of Ukraine, saying such a 
move would negatively affect relations 
between the two countries.  Georgian 
Prime Minister Giorgi Gakharia said in 
Tbilisi on April 24 that it was “absolutely 
unacceptable” for Ukraine to appoint to a 
top post a person who has been convicted 
in his native Georgia and is wanted on 
charges of abuse of power. “If such a deci-
sion is made, we would recall our ambassa-
dor from Kyiv for consultations, at a mini-
mum,” Mr. Gakharia told journalists.  In 
Kyiv, Ukrainian lawmakers representing 
the ruling Servant of the People party said 
they were divided over the government’s 
proposal to give Mr. Saakashvili the post of 
deputy prime minister in charge of 
reforms.  Mr. Saakashvili, whose appoint-
ment needs to be approved by the 
Verkhovna Rada, told reporters that 
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy had asked 
him to conduct talks with the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF).  Ukraine, which des-
perately needs IMF loans to shore up its 
economy amid the coronavirus pandemic, 
is to face “the most difficult social and eco-
nomic test since it won independence,” he 
said.  If Mr. Saakashvili’s appointment is 
approved, it would mark a remarkable 
political comeback for the 52-year-old, who 
served as Georgia’s president from 2004 to 

(Continued on page 11)
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2013.  In Georgia, he has been prosecuted 
by the government that came to power 
after his party’s defeat in 2012 parliamen-
tary elections. He was sentenced in absen-
tia in 2018 to a total of nine years in prison 
after being convicted of abuse of power in 
two separate cases.  Prosecutors also said 
that he was wanted in his native country 
for allegedly authorizing a plot to kill an 
opposition politician who died in Britain in 
2008.  Mr. Saakashvili, who has rejected all 
charges as politically motivated, started a 
new political career in Ukraine in 2015, 

when he was granted Ukrainian citizenship 
and appointed to the Odesa Oblast gover-
nor’s post by President Petro Poroshenko.  
But when relations between Messrs. 
Poroshenko and Saakashvili soured over 
reform efforts and the fight against corrup-
tion, the Ukrainian president in 2016 fired 
him as governor.  In 2017, Mr. Saakashvili 
created the Movement of New Forces oppo-
sition party and President Poroshenko 
issued a decree that stripped him of his 
Ukrainian citizenship, which was reinstated 
by his successor, Mr. Zelenskyy, after his 
inauguration last year. (RFE/RL’s Ukrainian 
and Georgian Services, with reporting by 
Ukrayinska Pravda, UNIAN, Interfax, DPA 
and AP)

(Continued from page 10)

NEWSBRIEFS

this cultural tradition with its rich history, 
symbolism and connection to the ancient 
past.

Participant reactions

The reactions of participants to the vir-
tual workshop on pysanka-making were 
highly positive.

Dianna Shypailo, 29, of Bethesda, Md., 
commented: “I’ve known Laryssa since I 
was very little, from when she was my 
camp counselor at Plast [Ukrainian 
Scouting Organization] many years ago. As 
a novice in the pysanky-dyeing space, I 
attended her live workshop last year and 
learned so much from her. She put together 
a helpful packet of how-tos, color flow-
charts, popular designs to copy, and com-
mon pysanky symbols and their meanings 
that made the experience very accessible 
and interesting. On a personal note, Easter 
is one of my favorite holidays, mostly 
because I get to partake in traditions such 
as pysanky-dyeing that put me in touch 
with my Ukrainian culture. Connecting with 

other Ukrainians (and non-Ukrainians!) 
through the Zoom call brought me a sense 
of togetherness in this isolating time, and 
provided a sense of normalcy that I wor-
ried would be missing during this joyous 
holiday. Laryssa is a patient teacher, and an 
artist in her own right when it comes to this 
beautiful art form! I thank her so much for 
sharing her knowledge and bringing us all 
together.”

Iryna Kit, 28, of Staten Island, N.Y., noted: 
“I have to start by acknowledging that 
Laryssa is such a wonderful human being, 
so entrenched in Ukrainian heritage and 
culture. It is pure joy being her friend and 
in her life. I was so inspired and excited to 
initially attend her workshop at the 
Ukrainian Institute of America, however, 
since our current pandemic had other 
plans, Zoom seemed like the next best 
thing. Laryssa was patient and answered all 
of our questions, most of which dealt with 
color combinations and the order in which 
to place a pysanka in what color. It’s a sci-
ence in itself, and a professional with so 
many years of experience like Laryssa guid-
ed us with confidence outside the simple 
‘go from light to darker colors’ comment. 
She was a good listener and was engaged 

for the four to five hours that the workshop 
lasted. It was great to see people from all 
over America join, Ukrainian and not. Some 
people joined with their partners, kids and 
roommates. It’s such a meditative experi-
ence, and I am so grateful that Laryssa did 
not get discouraged and still had an online 
workshop.” 

Andrea Hogan, 36, of Mesa, Ariz., 
enthused: “I loved the Zoom workshop! I 
have seen Laryssa’s pysanky workshops in 
the past and always wanted to attend, but 
because I’m in Arizona and she is in New 
York, it was never possible. It was awesome 
to connect virtually and provided a great 
activity to take my mind off of things while 
partaking in a beautiful tradition. It was 
also a special way to introduce pysanky to 
my daughter!”

Rose Czebiniak, 30, West Palm Beach, 
Fla., remarked: “For as long as I can remem-
ber, Easter season has always meant mak-
ing pysanky with family in the weeks lead-
ing up to the holiday. One casualty to the 
pandemic this year was our visit home to 
New York for Easter weekend. While it is a 
minor loss compared to the bigger picture 
of the coronavirus, it was the first Easter 
that I have not been able to go home. Doing 

the pysanky workshop through Zoom 
brought some sense of normalcy to the sea-
son and helped to lessen the disappoint-
ment of not participating in the usual fes-
tivities. My thanks to Laryssa for arranging 
it and bringing everyone together! Khrystos 
Voskres!”

UIA’s virtual events

New Yorker Ms. Shpook, a UIA board 
member, said in an e-mail to The Ukrainian 
Weekly: “In an effort to stay connected with 
its members and the community, the UIA 
has launched a series of programs that can 
be enjoyed at home, including virtual gal-
lery tours, film screenings, retrospectives 
and lectures. The UIA is also planning a vir-
tual art exhibit opening, live panel discus-
sions, and a live solo classical music con-
cert. All programs can be accessed by visit-
ing the Ukrainian Institute of America’s 
social media pages and website, https://
ukrainianinstitute.org/.”

Having led pysanky demonstrations, 
parties and workshops since 2007, Ms. 
Czebiniak has dubbed these events 
“Larysanky.” Readers can learn more by vis-
iting her Facebook page @Larysanky 
(www.facebook.com/Larysanky).

(Continued from page 9)

Pysanky-making...

This embarrassing fiasco has been fol-
lowed by other worrying developments. 
They involve actual or potential changes of 
key officials occupying sensitive posts as far 
as Western confidence in Ukraine’s reform 
process is concerned and, related in this 
regard, further delay in adopting a critical 
law about in the enduring standoff with the 
rogue oligarch Ihor Kolomoisky about what 
happens after embezzled banks are nation-
alized. 

The quarantine constraints resulting 
from the coronavirus pandemic allowed 
President Zelenskyy to forgo a press con-
ference to discuss his first year in office. 
Instead, the Presidential Office prepared a 
TV video aimed at highlighting what it con-
siders his achievements.

Observers generally concluded that the 
president and his team, because of a mix-
ture of adverse circumstances, inexperi-
ence and serious defects in his managerial 
team, failed to live up to the expectations 
that have been generated and to deliver on 
the promises that had been made during 
Ukraine’s presidential and parliamentary 
elections last year.

The results have indeed been modest, 
but they should be rated against the cir-
cumstances in which the Zelenskyy admin-
istration had to operate. In fact, many of the 
president’s supporters continue to give him 
the benefit of the doubt and his ratings 
remain reasonably healthy.

Laws providing for the lifting of immuni-
ty from prosecution of national deputies 
and on the impeachment of the president 
were adopted; a diluted “historic” law lift-
ing the ban on the sale of farmland was 
passed; a new electoral code was approved, 
which should result in more open and less 
corrupt elections for a significantly reduced 
number of seats in the Verkhovna Rada; 
and criminal responsibility for illegal 
enrichment was restored. 

Mr. Zelenskyy has also managed to inject 
some new impetus into negotiations on 
ending the war with Russia in the Donbas 
and to secure the release of scores of 
Ukrainian prisoners held by Russia.

So why did President Zelenskyy sudden-
ly gamble at this stage on bringing Mr. 
Saakashvili out of political oblivion? After 
all, the headstrong Georgian has thrived on 
his reputation of being a loose cannon. He 
had not sought to conceal his disappoint-
ment with being overlooked by the new 

president last year and eventually began 
criticizing him for failing to deliver on the 
reforms he had promised.

For all his impressive achievements as 
president of Georgia, Mr. Saakashvili did 
not manage to adjust smoothly to the reali-
ties of Ukrainian politics and its oligarchic 
set-up. Used for political purposes and then 
dropped unceremoniously by former 
President Petro Poroshenko, he made ene-
mies not only of him, but of former Prime 
Minister Arseniy Yatsenyuk, Minister of 
Internal Affairs Arsen Avakov and the likes 
of Mr. Kolomoisky, other oligarchs and 
crooked regional bosses, especially the 
Odesa Mayor Gennadiy Trukhanov. 

Nevertheless, as a passionate communi-
cator, Mr. Saakashvili has retained the 
image in some quarters both at home and 
abroad as a politician committed to pro-
moting reform and modernization, and 
fighting corruption. Indeed, he lost no time 
in announcing that President Zelenskyy 
wanted him to deal directly on his behalf 
with the International Monetary Fund and 
that he would be asking the IMF for far 
more than it was proposing to give to 
Ukraine at this stage.

The general consensus among observers 
is that, after a year at the helm, Mr. 
Zelenskyy is experiencing a major crisis 
with cadres, that is, in finding qualified, 
experienced, untainted and reliable profes-
sionals to fill key responsible posts. His ini-
tial ad hoc reliance on inexperienced 
enthusiasts proved illusory. At the begin-
ning of March, he dismissed two-thirds of 
the Cabinet of Ministers, including his 
hand-chosen prime minister, Oleksiy 
Honcharuk, for failing, as he put it, to pro-
duce the results expected of them.

Firing, however, is far easier in the pres-
ent Ukrainian context than hiring. Finding 
the right people a year later, after experi-
ments with self-reliance on individuals 
from within his own limited inner circle 
and misplaced confidence that having a 
majority of seats in the Parliament would 
enable him to move forward with changes 
in a “turbo-regime,” has turned into a 
daunting challenge. Moreover, in conditions 
where corruption is supposed to be care-
fully monitored and top officials have had 
to accept cuts in their salaries because of 
the difficult economic situation, the incen-
tives to serve in the government are not 
what they used to be.

Consequently, Mr. Zelenskyy and his 
team have had to throw out the net much 
wider in the hope of catching some big fish 
needed, including also those who served in 

(Continued from page 1)

After one year... the discredited administration of Viktor 
Yanukovych. It has been confirmed for 
instance that the experienced politician 
with an economic specialization, Serhiy 
Tihipko, who was co-opted into the Party of 
Regions, turned down an offer from Mr. 
Zelenskyy to become prime minister after 
Mr. Honcharuk’s sacking.

It appears that Mr. Saakashvili’s candida-
cy as a new ally to bolster an administra-
tion that has shown signs of running out of 
steam was proposed by the head of Mr. 
Zelenskyy’s Presidential Office, Andriy 
Yermak. He and Mr. Saakashvili go back to 
student days. Since Mr. Yermak took over 
from the bullish Andriy Bohdan in 
February as Mr. Zelenskyy’s chief of staff, 
the problems the administration has had to 
face seem suddenly to have multiplied. 

Mr. Yermak himself is implicated in a seri-
ous scandal involving his brother that has 
yet to be properly addressed. He also prefers 
to deal with foreign relations, especially 
negotiations with Russia, and might, there-
fore, prefer that Mr. Saakashvili assume the 
kamikaze role of a battering ram on the 
reform front and take on the delicate task of 
interfacing with foreign creditors.

But the Saakashvili issue has been com-
pounded by other developments, perceived 
by many as shocks, that have also eroded 
confidence. On April 24, without any prior 
warning, an emergency session of the 
Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine fired the 
head of the Customs Service, Max Nefyodov, 
his deputies, and Ukraine’s Tax Service 
chief, Serhii Verlanov. Messrs. Nefyodov 
and Verlanov both have reputations as 
reformers. Furthermore, there are indica-
tions that preparations are under way in 
the Parliament to remove the head of the 
National Anti-Corruption Bureau, which 

has been investigating embezzlement cases 
involving Mr. Kolomoisky and others.

Mr. Zelenskyy is now faced with growing 
criticism from within the ranks of his own 
former appointees and parliamentary fac-
tion. Those challenging his decisions and 
strategy include Mr. Honcharuk, former 
Prosecutor General Ruslan Ryaboshapka, 
Mr. Verlanov and Mr. Nefyodov. At the same 
time, deputies within Servant of the People 
loyal to Mr. Kolomoisky appear to have 
become emboldened and are openly chal-
lenging Mr. Zelenskyy’s line.

Despite promises to open up the system, 
a year after Mr. Zelenskyy took over 
Ukrainian politics remain as closed and 
Byzantine as ever. Whatever adjustments 
are being made behind the scenes as Mr. 
Kolomoisky plunges the country further 
into an “all or nothing” confrontation, and 
other oligarchs such as Rinat Akhmetov 
seek to hold their ground in other ways, the 
signs are not encouraging. They are also 
hardly the signals that are expected from 
Kyiv at this time when Ukraine is looking to 
the IMF and others to help it through this 
extremely difficult time. 

Ukraine is currently facing a combination 
of three immense challenges: the coronavi-
rus pandemic, the continuing war with 
Russia and staving off economic collapse. 
The president continues to put on a brave 
face, but the signs of crisis, especially as 
regards damage management and proper 
communication with the population, and for 
that matter with Ukraine’s external credi-
tors and supporters, are all too evident.

The question is: Have President 
Zelenskyy and his team run out of steam, 
have they been hamstrung by open or veiled 
resistance of vested interests and hostile 
forces, or are they simply not up to the task?
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З глибоким смутком ділимося сумною вісткою,
що в суботу, 28-го березня 2020 року, 

упокоїлася у Бозі
наша найдорожча Мама і Бабця

св. п.

ОЛЬГА ТЕРЛЕЦЬКА
з дому Матиєвич

народжена 5-го червня 1925 року 
в Бережанах, Західня Україна

Похоронні відправи відбулися 15-го і 16-го квітня 2020 р. Б.
в церкві Благовіщення Пречистої Діви Марії в Мелровз Парк, ПА

з похованням на цвинтарі св. Марії.

Поминальна Літургія для родини та друзів відбудеться в майбутньому.

Покійна залишила у глибокому смутку:

дочки    Стефанію
  Лідію з мужем Евгеном
внуків     Христю з мужем Андрієм
  Ґеня
та ближчу і дальшу родину в США, Україні і Канаді

Пожертви в пам’ять св. п. Ольги просимо складати на:
Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin Mary Ukrainian Catholic Church,

1206 Valley Road, Melrose Park, PA 19027, 
ЗУДАК - United Ukrainian American Relief Committee, 

1206 Cottman Avenue, Philadelphia, PA 19111, або 
УКУ - Ukrainian Catholic Education Foundation, 

2247 W. Chicago Avenue, Chicago, IL 60622

Вічна Їй пам’ять!

The Board of Directors 
of the Ukrainian Institute of America 

mourns the loss of our long time 
Member and Benefactor

NADIA SHMIGEL
passed into eternal rest on April 9, 2020

Nadia Shmigel was a devoted member of the Ukrainian Institute 
of America as part of a lifetime of activism in the Ukrainian-
American community. For more than twenty years Nadia Shmigel 
worked as Director of Preventive Services at Talbot Perkins 
Children’s Services. After retiring, she served as Chair of the Social 
Welfare Committee for the Ukrainian National Women’s League of 
America (1999-2002), monitoring humanitarian programs of the 
UNWLA in Ukraine.  In 1998 she joined the United Nations NGO 
representations of the World Movement of Mothers and the World 
Federation of Ukrainian Women’s Organizations (WFUWO). She 
served as the WFUWO’s Main Representative to the United Nations 
from 2002 to 2012, strengthening the position of Ukrainian 
diaspora women in their advocacy for Ukraine.  

Our heartfelt condolences go out to her family and friends and 
the many members of the Ukrainian Institute and the Ukrainian 
community whose lives she touched.

May the memory of her good works be eternal 

Вічная пам’ять!

DEATH ANNOUNCEMENTS
Death announcements should be sent to the Advertising Department by 

e-mail to adukr@optonline.net or by fax to 973-644-9510.
Deadline: Tuesday noon before the newspaper’s date of issue.

For further information call 973-292-9800, ext. 3040.

The Board of Directors 
of the Ukrainian Institute of America 

mourns the loss of our long time 
Member and Benefactor  

VOLODYMYR PETRYSHYN
who passed into eternal rest on March 21, 2020.

Dr. Petryshyn was a devoted member, supporter and benefactor 
of our organization. He was a highly regarded mathematician, who 
taught at Rutgers University, New York University, the University 
of Chicago, as well as universities in Ukraine, Germany, Israel and 
China.  In addition to being a member of the Ukrainian Institute of 
America, Dr. Petryshyn was actively involved with the Shevchenko 
Scienti� c Society. 

Our thoughts and prayers are with his family and friends. 

May he rest in Eternal Peace.

Вічная пам’ять!

poned because of the coronavirus pandem-
ic, but it certainly has not been cancelled.

The charges are preposterous, but Mr. 
Polozov says that it does look as though 
Russia is planning to seriously try another 
“mass riots case” over the demonstration 
on February 26, 2014, with Mr. Chubarov 
this time designated as “organizer.”

Russia has already faced international 
condemnation over its imprisonment and 
trial of Mr. Chiygoz and seven other Crimean 
Tatars over the demonstration of February 
26, 2014. The prosecutions were openly 
anti-Crimean Tatar and appeared to be in 
reprisal against the Mejlis, which had effec-
tively prevented Russia from carrying out a 
coup that day and claiming that Crimea had 
voluntarily chosen to be annexed.

Learning that certain pro-Russian politi-
cians – with Russian FSB backing – were 
planning to push through a thoroughly ille-
gal move to change Crimea’s status, the 
Mejlis called on Crimean Tatars and all 
other Ukrainians to gather outside the 
Crimean Parliament. The Ukrainian author-
ities had been informed of the planned 
demonstration, and of a smaller pro-Rus-
sian demonstration, which was all that was 
required under Ukrainian law. 

Any disturbances were due to two coun-
ter-demonstrations in the same area, and 
there are hours and hours of video footage 
showing all the Mejlis leaders, including 
Messrs. Chubarov and Chiygoz, working 
throughout the demonstration to calm tem-
pers and to prevent violence. A consider-
able amount of the deliberate crushing of 
the protest and acts of violence can be seen 
on video, but all of this was totally ignored 
by the Russian FSB and the “prosecutor.”

Mr. Chiygoz was arrested on January 29, 
2015, with two other Crimean Tatars, Ali 
Asanov and Mustafa Degermendzhy, both 
also imprisoned for two years on provably 
false charges over the demonstration. 

Over the next two and a half years, Mr. 
Polozov relentlessly exposed the political 
nature of the trial and revealed extremely 
uncomfortable details about Russia’s “oper-
ation.” These included the accidental admis-
sion that among those present at the pro-
Russian part of the demonstration were the 
so-called private military company Black 
Sea and a paramilitary Cossack organization 
from Sevastopol. It is believed, from the tes-
timony of many witnesses, that it was after 

a large group of men arrived on coaches 
from Sevastopol and joined the pro-Russian 
demonstrators that the pro-Russian side 
began behaving more aggressively.

Only Crimean Tatars were targeted in 
this prosecution, although pro-Russian 
demonstrators were present and the two 
deaths that day were in fact on their side of 
the demonstration. Nobody was charged 
over the deaths, probably because it was 
clear that no Crimean Tatar was to blame. 
With respect to the death of Valentina 
Korneva, her husband specifically stated 
that he did not think the men on trial had 
had anything to do with it and that it was 
probably paid pro-Russian thugs brought 
to the demonstration in two coaches. 

Russia went through with this shameful 
“trial” to the end, with Mr. Chiygoz sen-
tenced on September 12, 2017, to eight 
years’ imprisonment, and five Crimean 
Tatars, including Messrs. Asanov and 
Degermendzhy, receiving suspended sen-
tences. Mr. Chiygoz and another persecuted 
Mejlis leader, Ilmi Umerov, were both 
released into exile on October 25, 2017, in a 
deal negotiated with the help of Turkish 
President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan. It now 
appears that the two men were in fact 
exchanged for two suspected Russia state 
killers accused of at least one political kill-
ing in Turkey. The Kremlin is refusing to 
provide any information to Mr. Chiygoz 
about the decree to release him, presum-
ably because of the unsavory details about 
just whom Russia wanted in exchange for 
Ukrainian political prisoners. 

Russia is clearly eager to be able to pin 
words linked to mass riots and violence on 
Crimean Tatar leaders, especially given the 
ruling from the U.N.’s International Court of 
Justice on April 19, 2017, ordering an end 
to the extraordinary ban on the Mejlis, and 
the ongoing proceedings at the court. They 
have a problem with this in general since 
Crimean Tatar resistance to Russia’s occu-
pation and repression has been unwaver-
ingly non-violent. 

Returning to the demonstration of 
February 26, 2014, seems especially fool-
ish, given the legal absurdity of the charges, 
the clear anti-Crimean Tatar nature of the 
case and, also, the fact that Russia will be 
yet again exposing the dirty methods it 
used to try to achieve a coup d’état in 
Crimea without the open invasion and 
sanctions that this provoked. If Russia 
hopes that removing Mr. Polozov from the 
case will enable it to conceal such details, it 
is seriously mistaken.

(Continued from page 6)

Russia removes...
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With great sadness we share with family and friends, that our 
loving husband, father, grandfather passed into eternity on Sunday, 

April 12, 2020, at home in Chicago with his family at his side.

Ihor Wyslotsky
(1930-2020)

Due to the coronavirus pandemic, funeral services were private.  
A funeral service was conducted by Reverend Ivan Lymar, pastor of 
St. Volodymyr Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral at Elmwood Cemetery, 

where he was laid to rest next to his mother’s grave.  We thank 
Metropolitan Borys Gudziak and Bishop Benedict for expressing 

sympathy and spiritual support at this painful time, and we thank 
all family and friends for their condolences and support. We extend 

our heartfelt appreciation to Dr. Lidia Klodnycky-Procyk for her 
medical care and emotional support through many years. 

Вічна Йому пам’ять!
Ihor Wyslotsky was a prominent engineer, innovator, entrepreneur, 

who was awarded 50 US patents in the field of packaging technology.  As 
a firm believer that education is the most powerful element to maintain 
the independence and security of Ukraine, he became the founder of 
Kyiv-Mohyla Foundation of America, and helped Ukrainian members of 
government and industry develop international contacts.   He supported 
the Harvard Ukrainian Research Institute in the first 15 years of its existence, 
he was the co-founder and the first president of the Committee for the 
Support of Ukrainian Studies at the University of Illinois, and a member and 
benefactor of the Ukrainian Institute of Modern Art in Chicago. He supported 
the organization RUKH for Ukraine’s independence, and assisted members 
of the government and the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine to secure contacts 
with business circles in the US and Israel, and was convinced that Ukraine 
played a key role for the stability of Europe. Born in Slovakia, raised as a child 
in Sprynia and Sambir in Ukraine, as a teenager he fled with his family to the 
West through Germany and France, and later to Paraguay and Argentina, 
where he graduated with a degree in aeronautical engineering.  He was 
a member of the youth organization Plast in Germany and in Argentina. 
He immigrated to the United States, where he followed the “American 
Dream” and established his own business in research, development, and 
manufacturing of equipment, systems, and materials for packaging food and 
pharmaceutical products for delivery of freshness and safety.  He advised 
key leaders to transform Ukraine from being a supplier of raw materials to 
becoming a supplier of value-added products in order to maintain economic 
competitiveness. 

Donations in his name will be appreciated to Kyiv-Mohyla Foundation of 
America for the support of Kyiv-Mohyla Academy, POBox 46009, Chicago, IL 
60646-0009. 

He is survived by his:

wife             Marta Farion
sons             Bohdan Wyslotsky with wife Jennifer, 
              Roman Forowycz with wife Ann, 
              Dr. Alexander Forowycz with wife Alexandra Baranyk
daughter              Katria Wyslotsky 
grandchildren       Andrew, Maria, Caty Wyslotsky, and Andrew, Alex, 

              Liliana and Marko Forowycz
sisters              Olha Trytiak in the U.S., and Halia with husband 

              Radichowsky in Argentina
nieces/nephews   Marta Fedoriw with husband Dr. Ihor Fedoriw, 

              and Yuri Trytiak in the U.S., and Roman, Adrian, 
              Cristina, and Marta Radichowsky with families 
              in Argentina.  

family             Motria Fedoriw Yaremko with husband Dr. Yuriy, 
              Markian and Marci Fedoriw, Oksana Trytiak with 
              Areta and Yarema, Karen Wyslotsky, Anne Marie 
              and Zorian Baluch, the families Farion of Philadelphia, 
              Charchalis of Baltimore, and Baranyk of Florida, 

as well as extended family and friends in Ukraine, the United States, 
Canada, Argentina, Israel, and other countries. 

Rafael Jaroslav Wenke
concert violinist, conductor and music teacher, entered into eternal 
rest at St. Joseph’s Healthcare and Rehabilitation Center in Cedar 
Grove, NJ, his comfortable home for the last two years, on April 
15th, 2020. Due to the Corona scourge, a Memorial Mass will be 
celebrated at a time and place to be determined at a later date. A 

private interment will take place at St. Andrew’s Ukrainian Memorial Cemetery, 
South Bound Brook, NJ. Funeral arrangements are by Higgins Home for Funerals 
in Watchung, NJ. 

Maestro Rafael was born in the village of Zhadova, Bukovina Province, 
Ukraine, in the green and beautiful foothills of the mighty Carpathian Mountains. 
His love for music became part of his soul, when on the weekend nights of his 
childhood, he heard gypsy music being performed by some of Ukraine’s greatest 
folk violinists in his father’s catering hall. The Second World War tore Rafael and 
his family away from Ukraine and they wound up in Salzburg, Austria, where he 
started formal violin lessons.

In 1949 Rafael and his family immigrated to the United States, settling in 
Newark, NJ. Next, he graduated West Side High School, while continuing private 
violin lessons and being an award winning violinist in Newark’s All City Music 
Competition and Orchestra, culminating with a performance on Newark’s new 
public television station, WNET – Channel 13 in the mid-1950’s. He formalized 
his music education by attending The Mannes College of Music in New York City 
(then part of the State University of New York, now part of the New School) and 
graduating with a B.S. degree in violin as a major and conducting as a minor 
in 1960. With his diploma he received the Ralph P. Sozio Memorial Medal for 
academic achievement. Later Rafael, held his first professional recital in Judson 
Hall, New York City with Carl Sebok, who became his long time accompanist. 
They collaborated on many musical projects for the next forty years, ranging 
from violin concerts, musicals, light opera and sacred music. 

After college, Rafael also became a violin teacher and member of the Newark 
and New York City branches of the Ukrainian Music Institute of America (UMI), 
teaching students in NY and NJ for the next fifty years until his retirement in the 
summer of 2016. He also served in various UMI executive board positions over 
the years, but teaching was his love. He also taught music extension classes in 
Queens Community College for over 25 years. 

In the late 1960’s, he embarked on a US concert tour of Ukrainian classical 
music, including the works of Barvinsky, Groudin, and others, with his second 
accompanist Daria Hordynsky-Karanowych. The purpose of this tour was to 
promote Ukrainian classical music and show Americans that Ukrainians are 
not Russian, but a distinct and separate people. He continued this work of 
showing North Americans that Ukrainian culture is separate of Russia, by being 
the longtime concert master of the Ukrainian Opera Ensemble of NY. From the 
1960’s to the 1980’s, Rafael and the opera ensemble toured the US and Canada, 
putting on various Ukrainian productions, including “Kateryna”, “Natalka 
Poltavka”, “Cossacks Beyond the Danube”, a dramatic reading of  “Woods Song” 
with incidental music and many more offerings. Robert Sherman of Classical 
Radio WQXR-NY, became a friend of and expert on Ukrainian music and opera, 
because of the work of Rafael and his contemporaries during the dark days of 
the Cold War. 

In the late 1980’s to the early 2000’s, he became involved in bringing classical 
music to the masses in his work with the Schiller Foundation. Out of this 
collaboration, he met pianist Peter Tarsio and they created the Tappan Chamber 
Ensemble to take on the challenge of sharing classical music with people from 
all strata of society. They performed everywhere, from wealthy Scarsdale to 
struggling East Orange, from Westchester salons to NY homeless benefits and 
shelters. Their classical music concerts left a positive mark on all who heard 
them. One of Rafael’s proudest moments was a tribute to Paul Robeson held 
in 1995 in Washington, DC, where he and his Schiller Foundation student and 
professional musicians performed and touched the soul of the inner city with 
hope and inspiration.

In 1980, Metropolitan Mystyslav (later Patriarch) of the Ukrainian Orthodox 
Church of the Kiev Patriarchate, called upon Rafael to be part of a group to 
help in the renewal of liturgical music. The group recommended to add more 
of the Baroque Ukrainian composer Dmytro Bortniansky’s liturgical music to 
services. This was all done in preparation for the One Thousandth Anniversary of 
Ukrainian Christianity, which was in 1988. Out of his work for the Church, came 
the honor of conducting the annual Lenten Concerts of the unified Metropolitan 
NYC Choir of the Orthodox Church, leading up to 1988. This culminatated 
in Rafael conducting the combined Catholic and Orthodox Choirs of NJ, over 
200 strong, at the Garden State Arts Center, singing the great Ukrainian prayer, 
“Lord of Heaven and Earth” during the NJ/NY/PA one day celebration of 1,000 
years of Ukrainian Christianity. It was a truly an ecumenical moment, which has 
not been repeated since. Rafael always spoke of duplicating such a moment 
of church unity after that and he was sad that it has not happened. Before his 
retirement, from 2005 to 2015, he was cantor at Holy Trinity Orthodox Church 
in Irvington, dedicating his prayerful song to the ecumenical movement. He 
knew his talent was from God. When the church in Irvington closed, he wound 
down his teaching career and retired in 2016. He continued to share music till 
his death, by playing the piano for his co-residents at St. Joseph’s Healthcare and 
Rehabilitation Center. 

Predeceased by his parents, Gregor and Alexandrina Wenke, and his sister 
Livia, Rafael is survived by his sisters, Sylvia Kuziw and Daria Calluori, niece 
Maria “Kvitka” Koch and husband Danny, nephews, Cornell, Lubomyr and Marc 
Anthony Datz and Alex Kuziw, great-niece, Danielle Koch and husband Robert 
Szczubelek, great-nephews, Nicholas, Roark and Zachary Koch and much 
beloved family in North America, Ukraine and Italy. 

In lieu of flowers, please donate to the Ukrainian History and Education 
Center of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church, PO Box 495, South Bound Brook, 
NJ 08880. 
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by Natalka Salek

MORRIS PLAINS, N.J. – The Andrew Carnegie Hero 
Fund, which honors individuals who risk their lives to save 
others, recently awarded the esteemed Carnegie Hero 
Medal to Nicholas “Kolia” Siokalo. This past September, Mr. 
Siokalo saved a young child from drowning in a riptide at a 
beach in Belmar, N.J.

The Hero Fund’s narrative provided these details:
“Carnegie Hero Nicholas Stephen Siokalo saved 7-year-

old Chase A. Hannawacker from drowning in the Atlantic 
Ocean September 14, 2019, off the coast of Belmar, N.J. An 
aunt was holding Chase while wading in the ocean when a 
wave carried them away from shore to deeper water. They 
waved and shouted for help, and 27-year-old brand strate-
gist Siokalo, of Lutherville, Md., responded. As he swam 
toward them, another wave separated Chase from his aunt, 
with a rip current taking Chase to a point about 90 feet 
from shore. Siokalo reached Chase and carried him on his 
hip while Siokalo trod water. They submerged many times 
and were carried another 55 feet before alerted lifeguards 
responded with flotation devices and towed them to safety. 
Chase wasn’t injured, but Siokalo was nearly exhausted, 
vomited and swallowed water. An ambulance took him to 
the hospital, where he was treated for several hours for 
symptoms of near drowning. He recovered.”

The story of this heroism was featured on CBS News 
Baltimore, the Andrew Carnegie Hero Fund’s Facebook 
page and other news outlets.

For the many of those who know Mr. Siokalo, his brave 
actions came as no surprise. They reflect his generous and 

selfless character as well as his multi-year dedication to 
volunteering with children.

The son of Zirka and Petro Siokalo, Mr. Siokalo is a 
Philadelphia native raised in a close-knit Ukrainian com-
munity. He attended Ukrainian Saturday School from first 
grade and successfully completed the comprehensive cur-
riculum by passing the “matura.” He is also a long-time 
member of the Plast Ukrainian Scouting Organization, par-
ticipating in weekly Plast meetings throughout the year 
and summer camps at the Vovcha Tropa campground in 
East Chatham, NY. 

As a camper, Kolia earned merit badges, explored the 
joys of living in nature, and celebrated cultural traditions, 
all conducted in the Ukrainian language. Throughout his 
college years, Mr. Siokalo served as a Plast counselor at 
multiple summer camps for both younger boys and teen-

agers. His love of Plast continues to the present day via his 
active membership in the Plast fraternity Siromantsi.

He attended Council Rock High School North in 
Newtown, Pa., and graduated with a degree in business 
administration and marketing from West Virginia 
University, where he played on the school’s nationally 
competitive Club Volleyball Team. An all-around athlete, he 
also played soccer for the Philadelphia Ukrainian Nationals 
Soccer Club. 

Mr. Siokalo works at Stanley Black & Decker as an asso-
ciate brand strategist, having progressed through a series 
of sales and marketing positions. 

On April 21, the Plast World Executive voted to award 
the Plast Bronze Cross for heroism to Mr. Siokalo. 

Without a doubt, on September 14, 2019, he was the 
right person at the right place at right time.

Nicholas Siokalo awarded 
Carnegie Hero Medal

NOTES ON PEOPLE

Nicholas Siokalo, recipient of the Carnegie Hero Medal.

authorities in Moscow feel “intimidated by 
the power of the free word, [which] goes 
against the state manipulation of the media 
in Russia.”

As the Jamestown president noted, the 
“foundation has no office or staff who work 
in Russia; therefore, the issue of being 
declared ‘undesirable’ is moot to begin 
with and will have no impact on our opera-
tions or further reporting about the region.” 

Mr. Howard predicted the Russian deci-
sion, as in the other instances, will likely 
have the reverse impact on the foundation’s 
operations and further boost its visibility 
and global readership. Expressions of sup-
port for Jamestown’s crucial research and 
analysis continue to flow in, and “we deeply 

appreciate both our thousands of readers 
and the private donors who make our work 
possible,” Jamestown’s president declared. 

Moscow’s moves to squelch independent 
sources of information and expertise have 
always tended to have the reverse effect, and 
this instance will prove no different, The 
Jamestown Foundation underscored.

*  *  *
Founded in 1984, The Jamestown 

Foundation is an independent, non-parti-
san research institution dedicated to pro-
viding timely information concerning criti-
cal political and strategic developments in 
China, Russia, Eurasia and the world of ter-
rorism. Jamestown produces three periodic 
publications: Eurasia Daily Monitor, 
Terrorism Monitor and China Brief. 
Jamestown research and analysis are avail-
able to the public free-of-charge via 
Jamestown’s website, www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 3)

Russian...

cult your profession is. I am grateful to you 
for the result on behalf of all the Ukrainian 
people,” the president said. 

Prime Minister Denys Shmyhal also 
thanked the rescuers for their feat. “Addres-
sing you, we extend our gratitude to all 
those people – today, over 1,000 people are 
working to eliminate the fire – to everyone 
who is standing with you shoulder to shoul-
der and doing this work,” Mr. Shmyhal said.

According to the April 26 morning 
report of the State Service for Emergency 
Situations, workers are still battling fires in 
the Chornobyl Exclusion Zone. On April 4, a 
fire had broken out; it was extinguished by 
Ukrainian firefighters on April 14, when 
rainfall helped to prevent its further 
spread. More than 400 people and about 
100 pieces of equipment fought the fire. 
Three planes and three helicopters made 
hundreds of passes and dumped more than 
460 tons of water. 

A few days later, on April 18, combustion 
by-products several times higher than the 
norm, including formaldehyde, sulfur and 
nitrogen dioxide, were found in the air of 
Kyiv. 

On April 22, according to the chairman 
of the Association of Chornobyl Tour 
Operators, Yaroslav Yemelyanenko, peat-
lands continued to burn near the Chorno-
byl NPP, and three villages were burned 
down. Also, more than 30 percent of tourist 
sites have been completely lost and cannot 
be restored. Among them are Soviet recre-
ation centers and villages. Mr. Yemelya-
nenko predicted that the destroyed objects 
might be reconstructed in augmented reali-
ty (AR) mode in the future. However, the 
central tourist locations were not affected: 
the cities of Chornobyl and Chornobyl-2, as 
well as Prypiat.

“The main thing we can do is detect 
early fires with thermal imagers,” said 
Serhiy Kalashnyk, the head of the State 
Agency on Exclusion Zone Management. 
“We use drones here, as well as constantly 
organize duty shifts to respond more 

(Continued from page 1)

34 years after... quickly. Equipment must be available, and 
water must be prepared. We need to carry 
out proper work in the forest, clear the 
wood clutter, create fire safety spacing,” Mr. 
Kalashnyk explained. 

He spoke also about the development of 
the tourism potential of the Exclusion Zone 
and stressed that he plans to create an attrac-
tive international image of the venue. Mr. 
Kalashnyk noted that infrastructure needs to 
be improved in the Chornobyl zone to 
attract tourists once the quarantine is over.

Latvian Foreign Affairs Minister Edgars 
Rinkēvičs called the 34th anniversary of the 
Chornobyl disaster a reminder of the con-
sequences of hiding the truth. “We mark 
the 34th anniversary of #Chernobyl 
[Radioactive sign] power plant disaster so 
well told by #ChernobylHBO, a reminder 
why this catastrophe happened and of con-
sequences of not revealing the truth. Very 
important today as we fight another disas-
ter. With gratitude to those who saved the 
world,” he wrote on Twitter.

Public awareness of the 1986 Chornobyl 
disaster was raised thanks to the five-epi-
sode “Chernobyl” series, created by HBO 
and Sky, which received three Emmy awards 
and was recognized as the best mini-series 
of 2019. Director Johan Renck and executive 
producer/writer Craig Mazin won awards 
for best director and best screenplay for a 
mini-series. “Chernobyl” took first place in 
popularity ratings on the International 
Movie Data Base, overtaking the well-known 
series “Game of Thrones.” The series was 
filmed in Ukraine and Lithuania. 

According to the official figures, 31 peo-
ple died within the first three months after 
the Chornobyl catastrophe in 1986. Its 
direct casualties include another 19 deaths 
that occurred from 1987 to 2004. As many 
as 134 Chornobyl clean-up workers suf-
fered from acute radiation syndrome of dif-
fering severity. Official reports indicate that 
high levels of exposure resulted in another 
4,000 deaths. According to experts, these 
figures are significantly lower than the 
actual number of victims.

 An area of 160,000 square kilometers 

was contaminated. About 400,000 people 
were evacuated from the Exclusion Zone, 
among them 47,500 inhabitants of the town 
of Prypiat. Today, according to various 
sources, 140 settlers (known in Ukrainian 
as “samosely”) returned to live in the zone. 
Ukraine officially registers 1.9 million peo-
ple as victims of the Chornobyl disaster.

On December 8, 2016, the United Nations 
General Assembly issued Resolution 71/125 
on the persistent legacy of the Chornobyl 
disaster to designate April 26 as Inter-
national Chornobyl Disaster Remem brance 
Day. In the resolution, adopted three deca-

des after the Chornobyl disaster, the General 
Assembly recognizes “the still-persistent 
serious long-term consequences thereof, as 
well as the continuing related needs of the 
affected communities and territories.”
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At the age of 16, Mykola Shaparenko 
became the second youngest scorer in 
Ukrainian Premier League history when he 
scored a goal for Illichivets Mariupol as a 
substitute. Shortly thereafter, he was signed 
by Dynamo Kyiv and made his first team 
debut for Dynamo against Zirka Kropyv-
nytskyi in November 2015. The hope was 
that the youngster could become a superior 
player for Dynamo.

The epic Dynamo club has a long history 
of producing and developing soccer stars, 
with names like Oleh Blokhin, Vladimir 
Muntyan, Oleksandr Shovkovskiy and Andriy 
Shevchenko among their famous alumni.

Volodymyr Veremeyev, Igor Belanov, 
Leonid Buryak, Serhiy Rebrov, Oleh Husyev 
and Andriy Yarmolenko are some more key 
players who contributed mightily to the 
club’s winning ways over time, while enjoy-
ing some of their best personal football suc-
cess during their years playing in Kyiv.

Expectations are that Dynamo Kyiv will 
continue to produce and develop Ukraine’s 
next soccer stars based on the club’s storied 
past. Dynamo proudly boasts three Ballon 
d’Or winners associated with the club, two of 
whom were products of the Dynamo youth 
system. Unfortunately, since Shevchenko’s 
retirement in 2012, Ukraine has been 
searching for their next great soccer star.

The homegrown Yarmolenko was a 
hope, along with Dnipro-developed Yevhen 
Konoplyanka – both slated as possibly the 
next “great one” – but both players have 
struggled in their adjustment to life outside 
of Ukraine, resulting in their careers devel-
oping not quite as expected.

Shakhtar Donetsk’s continued dominance 
in the Ukrainian Premier League has forced 
Dynamo to look in different directions in an 
attempt to overcome its player development 
challenges. One such direction is going with 
youth, which is an intrinsic part of soccer. 
Shaparenko found himself playing an ever-
expanding role with Dynamo after his youth 
level success. He made his breakthrough 
during the 2017-2018 season, when he was 
tried as a potential running mate with for-
ward Viktor Tsygankov. He proved to be the 
missing ingredient.

In his eight first-team appearances that 
year, Shaparenko hinted at his future 
potential with one goal and two assists in 
Ukrainian Premier League action. A frac-

tured collarbone toward the end of the 
campaign curtailed his progress, forcing 
him to miss several months. When he 
returned, Shaparenko continued to play a 
featured role, helping in an end-of-season 
win over rival Shakhtar.

Shaparenko went on to cement his role 
with Dynamo in the 2018-2019 season, as 
he maintained his progress and develop-
ment. In 22 matches in all competitions, 
despite being slowed by an injury at the 
start, the midfielder hit the pitch running 
and never stopped. He scored five goals 
while playing an important role in Dynamo’s 
offensive strategy. Shaparenko is responsi-
ble in establishing the link between the mid-
field and attack. The importance and reli-
ance of Shaparenko alongside Dynamo’s 
other diamond, Tsygankov, became elevated 
because of the club’s struggles to finish 
games, often failing on defense.

Watching the 20-year-old perform on 
the pitch, one recognizes his talent to cre-
ate, thinking a play through before it 
unfolds, displaying an intelligent soccer IQ. 
Dynamo Kyiv, an organization adored by 
many fans, finds itself in a period of stagna-
tion and uncertainty, searching for a dia-
mond to take it out of the rough.

With its glory days behind, Dynamo 

Shaparenko potential Dynamo diamond

Kovalenko potential Shakhtar star

Dynamo Kyiv player Mykola Shaparenko 
shows potential for the club.

must resign itself to its prized prospect 
departing in order to take his career to the 
next level. Shaparenko is represented by 
Pro Star, an agency that primarily handles 
Eastern European clients. He could easily 
follow fellow Ukrainian players Yarmolen-
ko, Ruslan Malinovskyi and Valeriy 
Luchkevych onto the greener pastures of 
Central and Western Europe.

In order to fulfill his potential, Dynamo’s 
next diamond may follow the path of those 
before him. Unless the faltering football 
club immediately surrounds him with more 
talent, Shaparenko may be leaving Kyiv to 
better his career.

Shaparenko is a substitute on Ukraine’s 
national team and has played in four inter-
national matches.

Another new face to make a name for 
himself and follow in Shevchenko’s foot-
steps is Viktor Kovalenko. This young play-
er plies his trade with Ukrainian Premier 
League powerhouse Shakhtar Donetsk. The 
rising star was born in Kherson, a big city 
home to a major shipbuilding industry, 
which allowed him a start with one of 
Ukraine’s bigger football outfits. Kovalenko 
is a product of Shakhtar’s youth system, 
and his rapid personal development can be 
attributed to this organization’s first-class 
training facilities and coaching. His rise was 
indeed quite rapid, having been identified 
as a young talent several years ago.

In 2011, he was featured on the Under-
16 side, earning 11 caps. He scored 11 
goals in 20 matches for the U-17 side, play-
ing central and attacking midfield posi-
tions. After starring for the youth national 
team, he received attention from the higher 
levels of Ukraine’s national team. In 2015, 
he scored four goals and three assists in 
nine games in the UEFA Youth League, lead-
ing Shakhtar to the finals. After excelling 
against the best of his age, it was clear he 
was an elite prospect. He proceeded to top 
himself in the FIFA U-20 World Cup that 
same year, introducing himself to the world 
by winning the golden boot, scoring five 
goals in the tournament, including a spec-
tacular hat trick against the United States. 
The scoring central midfielder was ready 
for a first team role with Shakhtar in 2016.

Kovalenko has been primarily featured 
in the central attacking midfield position, 
where he has certainly contributed to 
Shakhtar’s fortunes. In 118 appearances he 
has tallied 19 goals, stepping right in and 
filling the void created by the departure of 
Alex Teixeira.

Kovalenko’s playing style fits well with 
current soccer trends. He personifies a do-
it-all central midfielder who can shoot, pass 
and play in a deeper position. He tends to 

be more of an attacker and has been com-
pared to Cesc Fabregas, while personally 
emulating Toni Kroos. These comparisons 
arise because of the knack all three have for 
scoring goals from midfield. This became 
profoundly evident way back in a UEFA 
Youth League match versus Anderlecht 
when Kovalenko notched three goals.

His first was a long run through the 
entire defense, and he was easily able to 
finish like a striker, capably demonstrating 
strong instincts and timing from midfield. 
His second showed off his finishing touch 
and eye for goal again, as he finished an 
eight-yard volley that deflected off a 
defender. Once again, this was the classic 
scenario of a central midfielder showing 
the skills of a striker.

Kovalenko is a substitute on Ukraine’s 
national team and has played in 22 interna-
tional matches.

Ihor Stelmach may be reached at iman@
sfgsports.com.

Shakhtar Donetsk midfielder Viktor Kova
lenko demonstrates the skills of a striker.

Wikipedia.org

by Russia, have refused to free. However, 
this time the discrepancies between the list 
of hostages demanded and those handed 
over was dramatic. 

Two weeks ago, it was the militants who 
simply published their list of whom they 
were willing to release. Mr. Kotenko is not 
the first person to have called this exchange 
a political stunt – and one that now means 
Ukraine is obliged to carry out further dis-
engagement which was a condition for the 
exchange. 

Tetyana Katrychenko from the Media 
Initiative for Human Rights points out that a 
prisoner exchange is the simplest way to 
show implementation of the Minsk accords 
and to quiet the wave of public discontent. 
The problem, however, is that the list of 
those released contained virtually none of 
the hostages and POWs whose release 
Ukraine has been demanding for years. 
Among those released were a few people 
who either had no link to the conflict or who 

may have collaborated with the militants, as 
well as those suspected of criminal offenses. 

Mr. Yermak is certainly right in saying 
that all are Ukrainian citizens, but growing 
frustration is inevitable given the number 
of POWs and civilian hostages remaining in 
captivity – many of them having faced tor-
ture and appalling treatment for their pro-
Ukrainian position and, probably, their 
actions in serving Ukraine.

None of the exchanges has ever come 
close to fulfilling the Minsk agreement 
demand for a release of “all for all.” This lat-
est exchange, however, makes Ukraine 
seem weak, lacking in any leverage and 
unable to inspire confidence in Kyiv’s will 
or ability to bring home all Ukrainians held 
illegally by Russia or its puppet “republics.”

POWs and civilian hostages in Donbas

Although the full number is likely to be 
much higher, the East Ukrainian Centre for 
Civic Initiatives has named 50 POWs and 
civilian hostages, many of whom have been 
imprisoned for years for a pro-Ukrainian 
stand. (To read more about these POWs, go to 
http://khpg.org/index.php?id=1587 252360.)

(Continued from page 6)

Prisoner swap...

lago” recounts how young Ukrainians in the 
early 1950s, fresh off the guerrilla trails, 
were horrified by the slavery in Siberian 
labor camps and “reached for their knives,” 
staging uprisings and largely dismantling 
the Stalin-era GULAG. 

World War II? There are millions of sto-
ries but three major narratives: the 
Holocaust; rallying Soviet Ukraine against 
the Nazis; rallying Western Ukraine to the  

UPA. Each from different circumstances 
contributed to what we have today: a free 
and sovereign Ukrainian republic that hap-
pens to have a Jewish president. What’s 
needed now is a national myth – in the most 
positive sense of that word – one to weave 
the different social/political/ethnic strands 
into a unified narrative of Ukraine’s heroic 
stance in World War II. That’s up to histori-
ans, musicians, novelists, politicians and 
others to forge. I’m confident we’ll get there. 

Russia? The coronavirus spared us from 
having to endure Mr. Putin’s mendacious 
myth. The May 9 parade was cancelled. 

(Continued from page 7)

World War II...

Democratic Party victory.
Washington called the Soviet action a 

“blatant political action for which there was 
no real justification.” 

Almost immediately after the Soviet 
announcement, plans were already being 
announced for staging an athletic meet for 

Soviet-bloc countries, which suggested that 
the Soviets had been preparing to pull out 
of the Games for some time. Additional evi-
dence that the Soviets had pre-planned 
their move included the list of charges and 
counter-charges leveled by the Soviets at 
the Los Angeles Organizing Committee and 
the U.S. government since the beginning of 
1984.

Source: “Soviets quit Olympic Games,” The 
Ukrainian Weekly, May 13, 1984.

(Continued from page 6)
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