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by Mark Raczkiewycz

CHICAGO – Usually during this time of 
year, as spring gradually replaces winter, 
customers would be seen sipping coffee and 
savoring Ukrainian-inspired delectables out-
side the Tryzub restaurant in the Ukrainian 
Village neighborhood of Chicago. Offering 
what its owner, Myron Lewyckyj, calls “ele-
vated Ukrainian cuisine” made from fresh 
ingredients brought in daily, the restaurant 
would by now be taking orders to host chris-
tenings and school graduation parties. 

Instead, it has been closed and its 20 
mostly Ukrainian employees have been laid 
off due to economic hardships caused by 
the coronavirus outbreak and related gov-
ernment measures. 

After Illinois Gov. J.B. Pritzker imposed 
“stay-at-home” orders for all non-essential 
businesses on March 21, Mr. Lewyckyj 
switched to accepting take-out orders, but 
shuttered after one week, citing the imprac-
ticability of maintaining standards for them. 

“We were barely profitable if at full 
capacity… it simply didn’t make economic 
sense because our food is handmade and 
too complicated to accept carry-out orders 
like what pizzerias do,” Mr. Lewyckyj 
explained, adding that the restaurant tem-
porarily reopened and successfully sold 
“all-inclusive Easter baskets” over two 
weekends in April. 

This week, Gov. Pritzker announced a 
five-phase plan to gradually reopen the 
state to alleviate the adverse economic 
impact the disease-related directives have 
had on businesses like Mr. Lewyckyj’s in 
the Chicagoland Ukrainian community. 

The two postal zip codes that mostly 
encompass the Ukrainian Village neighbor-
hood in Chicago have 794 confirmed coro-
navirus cases as of May 6, according to data 
tracked by the CBS Chicago news channel. 

Overall, Illinois has nearly 70,000 con-
firmed cases and more than 2,800 deaths 
related to COVID-19 – the pneumonic dis-
ease caused by the virus. 

Infection rates and deaths have begun to 
flatten, so on May 5, Gov. Pritzker said the 
state was entering a second phase in which 
non-essential retail stores would reopen for 
curb-side pick-up and delivery in certain 
counties, while golf courses are allowed to 
open, and boating and fishing are allowed if 
physical distancing is practiced. 

Yet, the overall stay-at-home orders 
remain in place until the end of the month 
and Illinoisans are directed to wear face 
coverings when outside the home. 

The final phase – when large events and 
conventions will be allowed – won’t start 
until “a vaccine or highly effective treat-
ment is available,” the governor stated at 
his daily briefing the same day. 

Until then, churches will continue broad-
casting prayer services online. 

Weekly Ukrainian-language schools will 
complete the academic year virtually. 

And local youth groups like Plast 
Ukrainian Scouting Organization and the 
American Ukrainian Youth Association 
(AUYA), both of which already cancelled 
organized summer camps to the disap-
pointment of their core youth, have begun 
to adapt as well. 

Certified Ukrainian American yoga 
instructor Areta Verschoor also plans to con-
tinue offering her weekly classes via a popu-
lar online platform for holding meetings. 

A leader of Plast in Chicago, Ms. 
Verschoor normally would teach classes out-
side her home at a park district studio, while 
serving private clients and helping disabled 
veterans and athletes gratis with methods 
that include meditation and breath work. 

Chicago’s Ukrainian community
adapts to coronavirus restrictions

(Continued on page 14)

by Roman Tymotsko

KYIV – The Cabinet of Ministers of 
Ukraine announced the lifting of some 
coronavirus-related restrictions beginning 
on May 11 and the transition to an adaptive 
quarantine, which will continue until May 
22. The announcement was made at the 
Cabinet meeting on May 4, thanks to what 
was described as “a stable situation with 
regard to the spread of COVID-19.”

“The government is primarily seeking to 
ensure the fast launch of all sectors of the 
economy that had been forced to halt their 
activities due to the epidemic. When adopting 
decisions, we are guided solely by the data of 
our experts. By their calculations, an early 
end to the quarantine would mean thou-
sands of new patients. We cannot allow that,” 
Prime Minister Denys Shmyhal stressed.

President Donald Trump on May 1 
announced his intent to nominate a retired 
lieutenant general of the U.S. Army as 
ambassador to Ukraine. 

The announcement released by the 
White House noted:

“Keith W. Dayton currently serves as the 
director of the George C. Marshall Center in 
Garmisch, Germany, a position he has held 
since 2010. He also serves concurrently as 
Senior United States Defense Advisor to 
Ukraine. His current service follows a four-
decade career in the United States Army, 
retiring in 2010 with the rank of lieutenant 
general.

“Among his many assignments, Lt. Gen. 
Dayton was the United Sates Security 
Coordinator Israel/Palestinian Authority, 
the Director of Strategy, Plans and Policy, 
Army Staff, the Pentagon, the Director of 
Operations for the Defense Intelligence 

Ukraine extends quarantine to May 22,
but begins lifting some restrictions

Trump announces intent to nominate 
Keith Dayton as ambassador to Ukraine

(Continued on page 15)

(Continued on page 10)

The Cabinet of Ministers at its May 4 meeting, when the decision was made to extend 
the coronavirus quarantine until May 22.

Ann’s Bakery, established more than 70 years ago, is still open and serving the 
Ukrainian community in Chicago’s Ukrainian Village neighborhood amid the coro-

navirus outbreak.

Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine

Mark Raczkiewycz

Keith Dayton, whom President Donald 
Trump intends to nominate as the next 

U.S. ambassador to Ukraine.

George C. Marshall Center
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Ukrainians return on evacuation flights

Over 470 Ukrainians have arrived at 
Kyiv’s Boryspil Airport on evacuation 
flights from Canada, Norway and India, the 
press service of the Ukrainian Internal 
Affairs Ministry reported on Telegram on 
May 7. “More than 470 passengers who 
arrived on three evacuation flights from 
Toronto, Oslo and Goa have been registered 
at the Boryspil checkpoint in the past 24 
hours,” the report said. Those who arrived 
did not have signs of fever or symptoms of 
flu. After employees of the State Border 
Guard Service checked their registration in 
the Diia application, people left on two-
week self-isolation for their specified 
addresses. One passenger who arrived 
from Goa decided to stay in quarantine at a 
designated observation facility. (Ukrinform)

One soldier killed, three wounded

Ukraine’s Ministry of Defense reported 
that during the week of April 24-30, one 
Ukrainian soldier was killed and six 
Ukrainian soldiers were wounded in action. 
During that week, Russian-terrorist forces 
opened fire on Ukrainian positions on the 
Luhansk and Donetsk sectors of the front 
93 times in total, including at least 40 times 
with heavy weapons – mortars and artil-
lery. No additional deaths were reported in 
the first days of May. (Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress Daily Briefing)

Consultative body not discussed by Normandy four

The foreign affairs ministers of Ukraine, 
Germany, France and Russia – the Normandy 
four – have not discussed the creation of the 
so-called Consultative Council within the 
Trilateral Contact Group’s political subgroup 
during their video conference on April 30 
and only listened to Russia’s position on this 
matter. “My Russian counterpart, Sergey 
Lavrov, raised this issue [the creation of the 
so-called Consultative Council] and 
expressed Russia’s position on this matter 
in detail, but we did not discuss it. We lis-
tened to the position of our Russian coun-
terpart on the Consultative Council,” 
Ukraine’s Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Dmytro Kuleba said in an online briefing on 
April 30. (Ukrainian Canadian Congress 
Daily Briefing, citing Ukrinform)

Yermak: Ukraine to take proactive position

A high level of Ukraine’s representation 
in the Trilateral Contact Group should dem-
onstrate to the world the country’s serious 
commitment to the implementation of the 
Minsk agreements, and it will remain in 
place even if Russia makes no steps on its 
part, the head of the Presidential Office, 
Andriy Yermak, said to reporters on May 7. 
“The decision has been made to increase 
Ukraine’s representation in the TCG. I 
believe that with this step Ukraine once 
again demonstrates the seriousness of its 
intentions to implement the Minsk agree-
ments. We want to move forward and not 
to waste time. Today we are showing the 
world and, in particular, Russia that 
Ukraine is doing everything in its power to 
fulfill the Minsk agreements without cross-
ing our ‘red lines.’ If there are no retaliatory 
steps, we will continue to work in the same 
format,” Mr. Yermak said. He reiterated that 
the parties to the TCG are Ukraine, Russia 
and the Organization for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) – “there are 
no other parties in the TCG, there are invit-
ed people.” At the same time, Mr. Yermak 
noted that the initiatives of the Ukrainian 
side are not a “100 percent panacea,” but 
“this is our sovereign right.” He stated: “We 
think we need it and our position will be 
proactive. Ukraine will be the initiator. 
Ukraine will be the dominant party in all 
further negotiations. No one will wait any-
more. The war is going on in our territory, 
our people are dying. That’s why today we 
will take a dominant position.” On May 5, 
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy renewed 
the composition of the Ukrainian delegation 
for participation in the Trilateral Contact 
Group for the Peaceful Settlement of the 
Situation in Donetsk and Luhansk Regions. 
The Ukrainian delegation to the TCG is 
headed by Leonid Kuchma, president of 
Ukraine in 1994-2005, as well as Deputy 
Prime Minister, Minister for Reintegration of 
Temporarily Occupied Territories of 
Ukraine Oleksiy Reznikov (first deputy head 
of the delegation), Chairman of the 
Verkhovna Rada Committee on Foreign 
Policy and Interparliamentary Cooperation 
Oleksandr Merezhko (deputy head of the 

(Continued on page 10)

 ANALYSIS

by Paul Goble
Eurasia Daily Monitor

Plans for a new Baltic-Black Sea water-
way, passing through Ukraine, Belarus and 
Poland, have the potential to revolutionize 
the geopolitics of Europe’s East as well as 
exacerbate East-West tensions (see Eurasia 
Daily Monitor, February 18). The European 
Union has labeled the project “E40,” and 
the United States has signaled its support. 
And were the E40 waterway to be incorpo-
rated within the broader regional frame-
work of the Three Seas Initiative (3SI), the 
transit project would not only help the 
economies of all three participating coun-
tries and their neighbors but also promote 
trilateral cooperation on other issues, 
including security, and make each one of 
them more attractive partners for the West. 

This development would thus transform 
the frequently dismissed “countries in 
between” Russia and Western Europe – the 
geopolitical equivalent of “flyover states” – 
into a unified, collective player in its own 
right. Not surprisingly, such prospects are 
gaining support in the United States and 
part of the European Union but generating 
ever more opposition in Moscow. Russia 
rightfully views E40 as a threat to its influ-
ence in the region and even, according to 
some analysts, as an existential threat to 
Russia itself. Nonetheless, Moscow faces 
increasing difficulty in blocking the project 
by using the means it has employed in the 
past (Ura.news, September 14, 2019; 
Deutsche Welle – Russian service, Septem-
ber 14, 2019).

For a century, Moscow has been leery of 
any efforts to promote East European unity, 
viewing them as an attempt to erect a cor-
don sanitaire against it and as a Polish plot 
against Russia. Indeed, Poland took the lead 
in such projects in the 1920s and 1930s 
with its Promethean League and regional 
confederal arrangements (Marek Cho-
dakie wicz, “Intermarium: The Land 
Between the Black and Baltic Seas,” 2012). 

After World War II, however, the idea 
faded due to Soviet occupation and the 
division of Europe, which prompted all 
involved to think only in East-West terms 
rather than in the potential for North-South 
cooperation. 

After the collapse of the Soviet Union, 
the notion again became realistic but 
gained relatively little traction at first 
because Central and Eastern Europeans 
saw their salvation in joining the West. In 
addition, many Westerners drew a new line 
between the former Eastern Bloc countries 
(including the three Baltic states and the 
former Yugoslavia) and the new republics 
that emerged from the disintegration of the 
Soviet empire. Few in the West gave much 
consideration to the notion of a larger 
region straddling both sides of this new 
dividing line.

Yet, in the last decade in particular, the 
situation began to change after many of the 
Central and Eastern European countries 
that the West had accepted into its institu-
tions concluded they were being treated as 
second-class members. At the same time, 
some former Soviet republics, including 
Ukraine, began to fear that they were being 
barred from joining the Western club any-
time soon. As a result, the Eastern 
European countries both inside the Euro-
Atlantic community and left outside of it 
began to look for new ways to promote and 
defend themselves. Not coincidentally, their 

demonstrated capacity for intra-regional 
cooperation made them more attractive to 
the West (see Commentaries, August 13, 
2015). 

Therefore, projects supporting the 
Intermarium idea – the notion of closer 
regional cooperation and integration 
among the countries between the Baltic 
and Black (and increasingly Adriatic) seas – 
have again started to garner growing atten-
tion and support both inside and outside 
the region. The advocates of such projects, 
however, have been careful not to present 
them as a replacement for the European 
Union and the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization (NATO) but as a supplement 
for those institutions, in order to ensure 
Western support (Qha.com.ua, July 5, 
2016).

Due to its influence over President 
Alyaksandr Lukashenka, Moscow, until 
quite recently, had assumed that it could 
rely on Belarus to counter any proposed 
regional project excluding Russia. As long 
as Belarus, at Moscow’s urging and insis-
tence, refused to participate or dragged its 
heels, no serious East European regional 
cooperation effort from the Baltic to the 
Black Sea could take off because the coun-
tries to the north (Poland, Estonia, Latvia, 
Lithuania) would be cut off from the coun-
tries to the south (Ukraine and Moldova). 
But now – particularly as relations between 
Moscow and Minsk have cooled – Russian 
officials are increasingly alarmed at Minsk’s 
new willingness to cooperate on the E40 
waterway and a number of other regional 
projects (Minskdialogue.by, April 20; see 
EDM, February 18).

A serious potential flashpoint is the 
Three Seas Initiative, a broader grouping of 
EU member states located in Central and 
Eastern Europe that are jointly cooperating 
on a slate of strategic, intra-regional trans-
portation, energy and digital infrastructure 
projects. Belarus and Ukraine are not full 
members of the 3SI (for now still limited to 
EU countries); and the E40 has not been 
adopted as an approved 3SI project, but 
Poland’s membership role within the 
Initiative leaves that a tantalizing possibili-
ty (Uacrisis.org, September 17, 2018; Kyiv 
Post, September 1, 2019). 

Moscow sees both the 3SI and the E40 
project as part of a multi-faceted Western 
plot to exclude Russia from Central and 
Eastern Europe as well as to move the West 
up to Russia’s borders. Aleksandr Petrov, 
Moscow’s ambassador in Estonia, for 
example, has said his country is “ready for 
cooperation with all our European neigh-
bors if their efforts are not directed at the 
isolation of Russia and the establishment of 
some kind of ‘cordon sanitaire’ ” (Interfax, 
December 17, 2019).

Moscow’s efforts to torpedo the E40 
waterway and broader regional coopera-
tion efforts will certainly not be limited to 
words alone. Beyond any doubt, it will con-
tinue to put pressure on Minsk not to coop-
erate, no doubt pointing out that Ukraine 
and Poland will benefit even if the project is 
only partially completed, while Belarus will 
not unless the entire route is opened. 
Moreover, the Russian side will continue to 
play up the idea that supporting the water-
way undermines Russia’s interests and will 
preclude future cooperation between the 
West and Moscow, leaving Belarus precari-
ously in the middle.

West and Russia face off in Belarus
over Baltic-Black Sea waterway project
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The political dimension of Russia’s spy games in Ukraine
by Yuri Lapaiev

Eurasia Daily Monitor

Since the beginning of the undeclared 
Russian-Ukrainian war in early 2014, the 
secret services of both countries have been 
key players in the conflict, particularly due 
to its “hybrid” nature. Covert operations, 
sabotage and espionage naturally all 
increased significantly compared to the 
pre-war years. 

Russian agents carried out numerous 
assassinations of Ukrainian officers, not 
only near the frontlines but also away from 
the combat zone – such as the car bomb 
killings, in 2017, of Col. Oleksandr Kharabe-
ryush, a counter-intelligence officer of the 
Security Service of Ukraine (known by the 
Ukrainian-based acronym as SBU), in 
Mariupol (SBU.gov.ua, March 31, 2017), 
and Col. Maksym Shapoval, a commander 
of an elite special forces unit, in Kyiv (Radio 
Liberty, April 27, 2017). Moreover, in 
between these two murders, Ukrainian 
Internal Affairs Minister Arsen Avakov held 
a press briefing in response to an explosion 
at a military ammunition depot in 
Balakliya, declaring that it was a terrorist 
attack, planned and executed by Russia 
(Espreso TV, April 2, 2017). 

Together, those and other such incidents 
demonstrated the SBU’s clearly inadequate 
focus on leaks of critical classified informa-
tion. Since 2014, many SBU officers were 
fired because of their suspected ties to the 
Russian Federal Security Service (FSB). But 
according to the Ukrainian special service’s 
former deputy head, Gen. Victor Yagun, the 
SBU never adopted strict-enough security 
and background-check measures (Nrcu.gov.
ua, April 14).

Seemingly confirming Gen. Yagun’s 
words, a new scandal came to light in 
recent weeks. On April 14, the SBU reported 
it had arrested a “mole” within its ranks – 
Maj. Gen. Valerii Shaitanov, who served as 
the chief of the service’s Center for Special 
Operations “A” (SBU.gov.ua, April 14). He 
was detained under suspicion of state trea-
son and for allegedly carrying out terrorist 
attacks. 

The arrest was the culmination of a 
years-long covert operation that had start-
ed in 2015. According to official statements, 

since that time, Maj. Gen. Shaitanov had 
multiple contacts with Russian FSB agent 
Col. Igor Egorov, in Croatia, Germany and 
France. Col. Egorov frequently visited 
Ukraine until 2014, as part of a bilateral 
cooperation initiative between the FSB and 
the SBU, which could probably have helped 
him first make contact with Maj. Gen. 
Shaitanov. Col. Egorov had participated in 
the occupation of Crimea and was even 
awarded a medal “For the Return of Crimea.”

The SBU contends that, as part of Maj. 
Gen. Shaitanov’s association with Col. 
Egorov, the Ukrainian officer passed along 
to Russian intelligence information on clan-
destine operations in the occupied Donbas 
(including mission specifics and personnel 
involved), broader national security mat-
ters, details of Ukraine’s defense coopera-
tion with foreign partners, as well as the 
personal data of senior Ukrainian officers 
(he also helped to recruit them to work for 
the FSB). Moreover, Maj. Gen. Shaitanov 
allegedly planned the assassination of 
famous ethnic-Chechen volunteer Adam 
Osmaev. As a reward, Col. Egorov promised 
to issue Maj. Gen. Shaitanov a Russian pass-
port, pay him $200,000 and arrange for the 
Ukrainian agent to receive a military pen-
sion from Moscow (SBU.gov.ua, April 14).

The fact that Maj. Gen. Shaitanov and 
Col. Egorov’s meetings abroad were sur-
veilled means that this Ukrainian counter-
intelligence operation must have required 
permission from the security services of 
the host countries or possibly even authori-
zation at the level of the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization (NATO), since all three 
foreign countries where the two men met – 
Croatia, Germany and France – are member 
states of the alliance. The SBU was even 
more likely to have worked together with 
German security authorities due to some 
evidence that Col. Egorov may have been a 
member of a European network that killed 
Chechen volunteer fighter Zelimkhan 
Khangoshvili in Berlin last year (Bild, April, 
19). Some of Maj. Gen. Shaitanov and Col. 
Egorov’s meeting places in Hamburg were 
identified and published by Ukrainian blog-
ger Anton Pavlushko (Facebook.com/
anton.pavlushko, April 14).

For now, Maj. Gen. Shaitanov will reside 
in jail for 60 days as a pre-trial investigation 

continues. On April 16, the SBU reported it 
had detained another former Center for 
Special Operations “A” operative who was 
also allegedly in contact with the FSB’s Col. 
Egorov. During the search of the suspect’s 
residence, the SBU seized a large weapons 
arsenal, including rifles, an RPG-26 rocket 
launcher, hand grenades, explosive materi-
als and rounds (SBU.gov.ua, April 16).

Russia almost always reacts to such 
cases with comparable, retaliatory actions. 
Thus, a day after Maj. Gen. Shaitanov’s 
apprehension, the FSB reported on the 
arrest of a new group of “Ukrainian terror-
ists” (Fsb.ru, April 15). The supposed spy 
ring consists of Ukrainian citizens and a 
Russian military servicewoman. But, as in 
previous cases, the Russian authorities pre-
sented scant evidence. Nonetheless, the 
announced arrest likely had three major 
objectives: to serve as a reprisal for the 
Ukrainian counterintelligence operation, to 
manipulate public opinion in Russia 
(including in occupied Crimea) and to cre-
ate a reserve for future prisoner exchanges. 
The incident once more underscores that 
Moscow sees all Ukrainian nationals on 
Russian territory (including in occupied 
Crimea and the Donbas) essentially as hos-
tages, to be used at any time to put pres-
sure on the Ukrainian government. Former 

SBU officer Gen. Yagun believes the Kremlin 
will do what it can to ensure Maj. Gen. 
Shaitanov is included on a future prisoner 
exchange list in order to bring him under 
Russian custody.

The Ukrainian government, meanwhile, 
lacks individuals it would be willing to 
swap. The last exchange, which occurred on 
April 16, raised many questions and even 
criticism domestically (Ukrayinska Pravda, 
April 16). Without prisoners it can release 
to Moscow, Kyiv is increasingly facing the 
prospect of having to accept some serious 
political compromises in order to free addi-
tional Ukrainian citizens from Russian 
detention. 

One frequently cited step would be to 
resume water supplies to occupied Crimea. 
The idea came up multiple times in recent 
months: notably expressed by Ukrainian 
Parliament members Yuri Aristov (from the 
president’s Servant of the People party), 
who proposed selling water to Russia 
(Krym.Realii, February 1), and David 
Arakhamia (also from Servant of the 
People), who called for exchanging water 
for some Russian concessions on the 
Donbas (Pryamyi TV, February 11), as well 
as newly appointed Prime Minister Denys 
Shmyhal (1+1 TV, March 6). The proposals 
seemed to bear out earlier predictions from 
Russian opposition politician and econo-
mist Vladimir Milov, who stated that the 
Kremlin would use the Donbas conflict as 
leverage to force Kyiv into resuming the 
water supply (Radio Liberty, July 14, 2019).

Most hardline Ukrainian opposition par-
ties or movements, including “Rukh Oporu 
Kapituliatsiyi” (Movement Against Surren-
der), strictly resist the move, and they 
planned protests against turning the water 
supplies back on (Facebook.com/vilnily-
udy, March 7). But ongoing coronavirus 
quarantine measures in Ukraine preclude 
large public gatherings of any kind, worry-
ing many activists that the government will 
use this situation to undertake some 
unpopular decisions without risking 
renewed street protests. 

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

 NEWS ANALYSIS

Maj. Gen. Valerii Shaitanov
SBU

Protests held against quarantine restrictions in Ukraine
by Roman Tymotsko

KYIV – A series of protests against the government’s quar-
antine restrictions occurred in Kyiv in the first days of May. 
Local authorities of some Ukrainian cities also publicly con-
fronted the central government and its decisions, while easing 
some restrictive measures on their own territories in contra-
vention of Kyiv’s plan. 

These developments occurred against the backdrop of ten-
sions in society that are rising due to the substantial economic 
losses of small and medium businesses, which are fighting for 
survival and receive little help from the authorities. 
Meanwhile, the news media reported that the government 
gave preferential treatment to some large companies and a 
representative of the president’s team operated his restaurant 
in violation of quarantine restrictions.

On April 29, owners of small businesses protested outside 
the Cabinet of Ministers building, demanding the lifting of 
restrictions that prevent them from resuming economic activ-
ity. They also asked for support for small and medium busi-
nesses, and equal application of the rules for small and big 
companies alike. 

Their protest gained even more media coverage after 
police officers attacked Hromadske journalists Bohdan 

Restaurant owners created an improvised café near the Presidential Office to make their case for a reopening of 
their businesses.

Serhii Nuzhnenko, RFE/RL

(Continued on page 4)
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USUF marks Chornobyl anniversary with film presentation and discussion
by Diana Kim

U.S.-Ukraine Foundation

WASHINGTON – The U.S.-Ukraine Found-
ation (USUF) on April 24 hosted an online 
streaming event featuring the film “The 
Russian Woodpecker.” The panelists for the 
webinar were Chad Gracia (the film’s author, 
producer and director), Nadia K. McConnell 
(president of the U.S.-Ukraine Foundation), 
Ambassador John Herbst (director of the 
Atlantic Council’s Eurasia’s Center), and 
Kateryna Pavlova (head of the Department 
for International and Public Relations at the 
State Agency of Ukraine for Management of 
the Chornobyl Exclusion Zone). 

They discussed the significance and rele-
vance of the film vis-à-vis today’s realities, 
including the Soviet government’s reaction 
to the Chornobyl nuclear disaster of 1986 
and the consequences Ukrainians and peo-
ple all over the world faced as a result of 
the tragedy. They also drew parallels 
between the lack of transparency on the 
part of the Soviet government regarding 
the Chornobyl catastrophe and the situa-
tion with the Coronavirus pandemic that is 
taking so many lives today.

“The Russian Woodpecker” won the 
World Cinema Documentary Grand Jury 
Prize at the 2015 Sundance Film Festival  
and the Best Cinematography Award at the 
31st International Documentary Associa-
tion Awards Presentation of 2015. The film 
depicts the life of Ukrainian artist Fedor, 
who was a child at the time of the Chornobyl 
explosion 34 years ago. This tragic accident 
changed millions of people’s lives, including 
Fedor’s. He was traumatized by the ordeal 
and as an adult decided to conduct his own 
investigation of the Chornobyl nuclear 
power station’s explosion. 

The film casts light on the overall envi-
ronment and daily routine of citizens who 
lived at that time, showing how the govern-
ment failed to protect them from the radia-
tion and subsequently hid almost all data 
from the archives. The main character 
encourages Ukrainians to seek the truth and 
to abandon the ghosts of the past in order to 
make Ukraine a dignified place to live.

The webinar began with remarks from 

Ms. McConnell regarding the 34th anniver-
sary of the Chornobyl catastrophe. She 
stressed that it was crucial to remember, 
because many people in Ukraine are still 
facing the consequences of the disaster. Ms. 
McConnell noted that “The Russian 
Woodpecker” is a story of how that event 
changed and impacted the main character 
and his family, rather than just another doc-
umentary about Chornobyl.

Following the showing of the film, Mr. 
Gracia, the film’s author, producer and 
director, explained that his meeting Fedor 
was one of the luckiest encounters of his 
life. Mr. Garcia was in Kyiv, working on a 
theater production when he met Fedor, 
who was burning with passion to reveal to 
the world a theory about the cause of the 
Chornobyl explosion. Eventually, Mr. Gracia 
agreed to spend a weekend in Chornobyl 
with a camera to let Fedor present his con-
spiracy theory.

 But the main focus for Mr. Gracia was 
not the conspiracy theory. Instead, he want-
ed to capture why Fedor was passionate 
about this disaster and what it meant to 
him, his family and people in Ukraine. That 

is how the “The Russian Woodpecker” was 
created. The film started with Fedor’s 
Chornobyl conspiracy theory and finished 
with the events of the Euro-Maidan 
Revolution of Dignity, before the main acts 
of violence began. It exposes how genera-
tions of Ukrainians have lived in fear under 
Soviet Russian rule. 

Mr. Gracia added that he could see so 
many nuances and reflections in the current 
coronavirus situation: people in gas masks, 
invisible enemies, viruses, and so on.

Recently, there were wildfires in the 
Chornobyl area, which alarmed not only 
Ukrainians but people all over the world. Ms. 
Pavlova shared that, unfortunately, Ukraine 
was unprepared to react quickly and proac-
tively to solve this problem, since there was 
no national plan to deal with it. She said it 
might have been triggered by global warm-
ing, a fire-susceptible environment in the 
zone, or authorities slacking off on preven-
tion measures. Ms. Pavlova added that the 
fire came from the neighboring territories, 
not from inside the Chornobyl zone. 

Ms. Pavlova also said that it was emo-
tionally hard for her to watch “The Russian 

Woodpecker,” because she considers her-
self a devoted patriot and took everything 
close to heart. She added that she would 
like HBO to expand on its award-winning 
mini-series “Chernobyl” in order to share 
more details about the disaster and more 
stories about the victims.

Regarding the Soviet government’s reac-
tion, lack of transparency and disinforma-
tion after the Chornobyl catastrophe, 
Ambassador Herbst said that children and 
youths were allowed to participate in the 
May Day parade right after the explosion of 
the nuclear reactor. Nowadays, at least the 
Russian authorities are more open about 
the coronavirus pandemic, he said. 
Vladimir Putin admitted how dangerous 
this crisis is, Ambassador Herbst noted, 
even though the Russian authorities still 
spread misinformation, trying to find a 
scapegoat and distort facts. 

Besides the deadly incompetence of 
Soviet leaders’ response to Chornobyl, Ms. 
McConnell noted that international donors 
that pledged help did not meet their goals. 
Ms. Pavlova mentioned that there were still 
many international funds that provide 
much-needed financial assistance to manage 
the Exclusion Zone. She also pointed out that 
Chornobyl today is also a popular spot for 
foreign tourists. During the last four years, 
the State Agency of Ukraine for Management 
of the Exclusion Zone revamped its website 
and created a Facebook page with daily 
announcements; it sustains a large natural 
reserve for wild animals.

Mr. Gracia also shared his experience 
regarding the premier of “The Russian 
Woodpecker” before Russian audiences in 
Moscow and St. Petersburg in 2015-2016, 
noting that the film had a very positive 
response from viewers there as well. He 
emphasized that the movie was not meant to 
be anti-Russian but, rather, a critique of the 
Soviet system. People from Ukraine, Russia 
and Belarus suffered from Chornobyl’s radi-
ation.

Ms. McConnell summarized that there 
should be more films like “The Russian 
Woodpecker,” depicting Ukraine as an inde-
pendent and united nation, showcasing its 
rich history and culture, and people who 
never cease to seek truth and peace.

Participants of the U.S.-Ukraine Foundation’s discussion about the film “The Russian 
Woodpecker” and the Chornobyl nuclear disaster of 1986 (clockwise from top left): 

Ambassador John Herbst, Nadia McConnell, Kateryna Pavlova and Chad Gracia.

USUF

Kutiepov and Nikita Mekenzin, who were 
reporting from the scene. The U.S. Embassy 
condemned the police’s actions, and the 
National Police began an internal investiga-
tion.

On May 2, some 100 owners of restau-
rants and small businesses gathered out-
side the Presidential Office and created an 
improvised café. They set up chairs and 
tables, antiseptic, plastic cutlery and meals. 
Tables were only for two, and there was a 
1.5-meter distance between everyone. 
Waiters were in masks and gloves. The 
event was staged to demonstrate how res-
taurants could operate under quarantine, 
and organizers invited President Zelenskyy 
to the café. Protesters demanded that the 
government allow them to open up out-
door terraces for dining.

The protesters unfurled a poster calling 
for a “review of the velour quarantine,” 
thereby mentioning the recent story of the 
restaurant named Velour, which belongs to 
Mykola Tyshchenko, a national deputy from 
the presidential party Servant of the People. 
Despite the government’s ban, the restau-
rant served customers; however, entrance 
to Velour was private. Investigators from the 
TV program “Nashi Hroshi” (Our Money) 
saw National Deputy Anton Yatsenko, who 

is a business partner of oligarch Ihor 
Kolomoisky; the first deputy head of 
Presidential Office, Serhii Trofimov; and 
others entering the restaurant. When first 
asked, Mr. Tyshchenko said it is not his res-
taurant; he later announced that he is ready 
to pay a fine if police prove that Velour was 
operating.

Anatoliy Bondarenko, the mayor of 
Cherkasy, a city in central Ukraine, at the 
end of April allowed various shops to 
renew activity, restaurant terraces to accept 
clients and food markets to operate. 
President Zelenskyy was noticeably unhap-
py and promised “juridical consequences” 
for Mr. Bondarenko. “This will apply to all 
local governments’ representatives that 
confuse decentralization with autonomy. 
Do not engage in self-initiated activities 
that endanger the safety of people,” the 
president said in his video address on May 
1. The same day Mayor Bondarenko was 
interrogated by the police.

“I would like for Ukraine to have the 
same laws for everyone,” Mr. Bondarenko 
said on May 2 in a telephone interview with 
Hromadske. “I do not see any difference 
between Epicenter [a big chain of home 
and gardening stores] and a small store. 
How is the Velour restaurant different from 
a small cafe? People don’t understand why 
they can visit supermarkets, but not mar-
kets and open-air areas that stick to 
hygiene standards,” added the mayor.

Mr. Bondarenko suggested that Mr. 
Zelenskyy’s hostility to his actions is linked 
to the fact that he’s in opposition to the 
president. “Mykola Tyshchenko is a Servant 
of the People, so he’s untouchable. He is a 
part of the president’s faction. While the 
Cherkasy mayor can be pressured because 
he’s in opposition to the president,” he said. 

Mr. Bondarenko later recorded a video 
address to Mr. Zelenskyy. “Mr. President, I 
thought that, when you win, there will be 
laws for everyone in the country. And you 
know, we are ready to respond, but only 
after your party members,” he said in the 
video.

“I support the city of Cherkasy and the 
citizens who live there because the mayor 
voices the position of citizens and the opin-
ion of citizens,” commented Andriy Sadovyi, 
Lviv’s mayor. “I think what came out 
between Cherkasy and the central authori-
ties is bad. Somewhere miscommunication 
happened because, on the one hand, you 
can’t break the rules that exist in the coun-
try. On the other hand, it is necessary to 
have good communication with citizens,” 
stressed Mr. Sadovyi in defense of his 
Cherkasy counterpart. 

“Very often, the mayor is on the front-
line, because people come to him with all 
their claims, and the central government 
does not always hear them. When there is a 
pandemic in the country, everyone has to 
work together, because it is not possible to 

defeat the coronavirus in a single city,” Mr. 
Sadovyi added.

The Lviv mayor also spoke about policy-
making at a time of quarantine in his city. 
“It suits us, and we are now developing reg-
ulations. We allow the operation of summer 
terraces from May 12. And today, together, 
restaurateurs are working on rules for how 
this will work. And then they will follow 
them because they decided for themselves. 
The same is true, for example, with hair-
dressers. They will work out the rules 
together, and then they will follow them. 
Only in that case will it work”, Mr. Sadovyi 
said of his approach.

Speaking at the Cabinet meeting on May 
4, Prime Minister Shmyhal emphasized the 
responsibilities of local authorities. “We 
understand the importance of synergy with 
local authorities, but do not disregard the 
rules that apply to everyone. No quarantine 
exit decision can be made on a whim,” he 
stressed.

It has been reported that, at the time of 
the quarantine, 30,000 restaurants and 
cafes were closed and 160,000 workers 
were left without work. Some 12,000 of 
these establishments – 40 percent of the 
total – are now liquidated.

 In recent weeks, the State Employment 
Service of Ukraine has been registering 
5,000 to 7,000 unemployed people daily. 
The country now has nearly 400,000 
unemployed.

(Continued from page 3)

Protests held...
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Young UNA’ers

The Zetterstrom children are seen above celebrating St. Patrick’s Day on March 17. 
Pictured are 6-year-old Zoe, 2-month-old Grace and 4-year-old Luke, children of Diana 
and Paul Zetterstrom of Cranford, N.J. Grace is the newest member of UNA Branch 173 in 
Wilmington, Del. All the siblings were enrolled into the UNA by Peter Serba, the Serba 
family patriarch and long-time secretary of UNA Branch 173, and Eugene Serba, second 

vice-president of the UNA.

Do you have a young UNA’er, 
or potential young UNA’er  in your family?

Call the UNA Home Office, 973-292-9800,  to find out how to enroll.

The UNA ANNoUNces 

ScholarShipS and awardS
for StudentS attending college  
in the 2020-2021 academic year.

Ukrainian National Association, Inc.
2200 Route 10, Parsippany, NJ 07054 
800-253-9862 ext. 3035

Students wishing to apply for a UNA scholarship or award must meet  
the following criteria:

l  Have been an active, premium-paying UNA member for at least  
     two years by June 1st of 2020;
l  Have had a life insurance policy or an annuity, valued at a minimum  
     of $5,000 during the last two years (term policies excluded);
l   Be enrolled in an accredited college or university in USA or Canada.

The application for a UNA scholarship or award must be postmarked no 
later than June 1, 2020.

For complete details and applications, please call the UNA Home Office 
or visit the Our Benefits page on the UNA website at:

www.UNAInc.org
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May 9 was to have been celebrated in grand fashion in Russia as Victory Day – the 
75th anniversary of the surrender of Nazi Germany. As noted in a news analysis by 
Pavel Felgenhauer, writing for Eurasia Daily Monitor, “The anniversary celebrations 
of victory over Nazi Germany in May 1945, which ended World War II in Europe, 
have become the main yearly public relations event in President Vladimir Putin’s 
Russia.” And this year’s observance of the anniversary was to be the main state event 
of the year, the analyst pointed out, “bigger than any such commemorations to date.”

Because of the coronavirus pandemic, however, the huge parade planned for May 
9 was cancelled, though it was promised that the military parade and other mass 
events would be rescheduled for later in the year. Mr. Felgenhauer commented: “The 
grandiose celebrations, at which a number of foreign leaders and state delegations 
were expected, would have enhanced Mr. Putin as a top world leader abroad and, 
maybe more importantly, internally,” as his public support has been slipping.

A less-known aspect of the Victory Day celebrations was to be the unveiling on May 
9 of the new main cathedral of the Russian Armed Forces, which has been built just 
west of Moscow, with the Kremlin budget providing nearly 3 billion rubles (approxi-
mately $40 million U.S.) for the project. A 2019 story by RFE/RL described the cathe-
dral as “the set piece of an ostentatious memorial complex merging Russia’s Orthodox 
tradition with the most sanctified episode of the country’s past: the Soviet Union’s vic-
tory over invading Nazi forces in what Russians call the Great Patriotic War.” 

There were plans to install a mosaic depicting Soviet dictator and mass murderer 
Joseph Stalin inside the massive church. There was also to be a huge mosaic featuring 
President Putin, alongside Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu, Foreign Affairs Minister 
Sergei Lavrov, the head of the FSB and other Russian leaders, demonstrating their sup-
port for the “bloodless reunification” of Crimea with Russia. Another mosaic reported-
ly shows women in front of a sign that says “Crimea is ours” – a paean to the forcible 
annexation of the Ukrainian peninsula in 2014. Yes, all this inside a cathedral.

The Kremlin, however, did not approve of the Putin mosaic, saying the installation 
of such a tribute was premature, and it was removed. Readers will no doubt recall 
that Mr. Putin has signed a bill that could keep him in power until the year 2036. (A 
plebiscite on the constitutional changes required to make that idea reality was indef-
initely postponed due to the coronavirus outbreak in Russia.) So, perhaps the mosaic 
will wait until the president completes his ever-increasing term in office.

While Mr. Putin continues to hijack celebrations of the end of World War II and to 
disseminate Russian myths about the USSR’s role in that war, a joint statement on the 
75th anniversary of the end of the second world war released on May 7 by the U.S. 
secretary of state and the foreign affairs ministers of Bulgaria, the Czech Republic, 
Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Romania and Slovakia, was on the mark. 

“While May 1945 brought the end of the Second World War in Europe, it did not 
bring freedom to all of Europe. The central and eastern part of the continent 
remained under the rule of communist regimes for almost 50 years. The Baltic 
States were illegally occupied and annexed and the iron grip over the other captive 
nations was enforced by the Soviet Union using overwhelming military force, repres-
sion and ideological control,” they stated.

They concluded their highly pertinent statement by pointing out that 
“Manipulating the historical events that led to the Second World War and to the divi-
sion of Europe in the aftermath of the war constitutes a regrettable effort to falsify 
history” and by underscoring: “By learning the cruel lessons of the second world 
war, we call on the international community to join us in firmly rejecting the con-
cept of spheres of influence and insisting on equality of all sovereign nations.” 

Not exactly words that Mr. Putin would appreciate on “his” holiday.

The Ukrainian Weekly

Thirty years ago, on May 12, 1990, members of the Ukrainian 
Students Union began a hunger strike at Kyiv’s Bohdan 
Khmelnytsky Square in memory of the Chinese students who 
were massacred by the Chinese army a year prior in Beijing on 
Tiananmen Square.

The hunger strike was in response to a worldwide appeal 
from Harvard University students to commemorate the massacre of 1989.

Student hunger strikers arrived in Kyiv from local universities and from Warsaw uni-
versities, and the strike was conducted under the slogans: “For your freedom and ours,” 
“Long live student unity,” “Ukrainian students at Kruty – Chinese students on Tiananmen 
Square died for the ideals of freedom and democracy.” On separate placards, written in 
Chinese, were such slogans as “Freedom for students” and “Away with the Communists.” 

Holding Ukrainian flags, the hunger strikers lit candles and held a moment of silence in 
memory of those who died.

Also that month in 1990, Ukrainian students – not only in Ukraine but around the 
world – led protests in solidarity with the Baltic states, Lithuania, Estonia and Latvia, that 
were moving forward with independence efforts to sever ties with the Soviet Union. 
Protests were widespread in the U.S. in anticipation of Soviet President Mikhail 
Gorbachev’s visit to the U.S. on May 30 through June 3. 

Rallies, concerts and demonstrations were held in various locations across Washington, 
including Lafayette Park near the White House, near the Vietnam War Memorial, the Tomb 
of the Unknown Soldier, as well as near the U.S. Capitol Building. Similar protests and 
actions were organized in other major cities, with participation by various ethnic groups 
representing the Captive Nations, including Poland, Hungary, Bulgaria, Lithuania, Estonia, 
Romania, Ukraine and others. 

The Ukrainian Congress Committee of America and its information arm, the Ukrainian 
National Information Service (UNIS), organized demonstrations in Chicago, Detroit, San 
Francisco and other locations, with the participation of other concerned ethnic groups.

Source: “Students remember Tiananmen,” The Ukrainian Weekly, May 27, 1990.

May

12
1990

Turning the pages back...

by Halya Coynash
Kharkiv Human Rights Protection  

Group

Since 2016, the Russian occupation 
regime has spent over 100 million rubles 
on efforts to turn children into so-called 
“new citizens” and “patriots of Crimea.” 
This figure almost certainly does not 
include the massive funding behind the 
Russian Defense Ministry’s so-called 
“Yunarmia,” or Youth Army, aimed at glori-
fying war and instilling a Kremlin-distorted 
view of historical facts.

Iryna Sedova from the Crimean Human 
Rights Group stresses that Russia is com-
mitting a grave international crime through 
the money it lavishes on trying to turn 
Crimean children into “obedient servants 
of Putin.” The funding is spent on various 
events, competitions and concerts, as well 
as on camps, special classes, etc. These can 
appear harmless, but they are all part of the 
focus on “military-patriotic education” that 
Russian President Vladimir Putin has incul-
cated in Russia and which is now being 
foisted, in violation of the Geneva 
Conventions, on occupied Crimea. 

Ms. Sedova points out that children or 
their parents may not even realize the 
impact such measures are having on chil-
dren’s consciousness. “They think that they 
are voluntarily going into the occupiers’ 
army, however in fact they have no choice 
with everyone around them saying that it’s 
good to serve Russia and they have to defend 
it with weapons in their hands,” she notes.

Russia has already illegally conscripted 
over 20,000 Crimeans into the Russian 
Armed Forces. This is in direct violation of 
the Geneva Convention relative to the 
Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of 
War, which states (in Article 5) that: “The 
Occupying Power may not compel protect-
ed persons to serve in its armed or auxilia-
ry forces. No pressure or propaganda 
which aims at securing voluntary enlist-
ment is permitted.” 

There have been complaints that some 
Crimean young men have been put under 
pressure to renounce their Ukrainian citi-
zenship, with this also being a war crime 
(under the 1907 Hague Convention). 

In March 2019, we knew that at least 52 
Crimeans had been prosecuted over their 
refusal to serve in the Russian army, and 
that figure is likely to have increased. 

The other major factor in Russian indoc-
trination is Yunarmia. This youth army 
which “recruits” children as young as 8, 
began as a militaristic wing of the Russian 
Movement of School Students, which was 
created by presidential decree on October 
2015. That “movement,” Mr. Putin said, was 
intended “to enhance state policy on bring-
ing up the growing generation and facilitate 
their personal development on the basis of 
the system of values inherent to Russian 
society.” Yunarmia was initiated by the 

Russian Defense Ministry and was sup-
posed to be “responsible for issues linked 
with the military-patriotic upbringing of 
young people.” 

The Defense Ministry has openly spoken 
of wanting a million members of this chil-
dren’s and young people’s “army” by 2020, 
and there are legitimate doubts as to wheth-
er all enrollments are actually voluntarily. 

The purpose of Yunarmia, as well as of 
supposed “Cossack units,” is much more 
sinister in occupied Crimea, with “patriotic 
education” brainwashing children into 
accepting Russia’s distorted presentation of 
history and of the events around annexa-
tion. Some of the children may genuinely be 
excited by the possibility of learning to 
shoot from rifles, of taking part in recon-
structions of real battles, etc., and are 
doubtless unaware of how they are also 
quite simply being indoctrinated.

Valentina Potapova, head of the 
Ukrainian Almenda Center for Civic 
Education, points out in an interview to 
Krym.Realii that back in 2014, immediately 
after Russia’s occupation of Crimea, various 
normative documents were issued on 
inculcating “Russian identity” in Crimean 
young people. “Russia needed over a very 
short amount of time to crush Ukrainian 
civic identity in children’s consciousness on 
occupied Ukrainian territory,” she notes.

It is generally known, she says, that a 
new identity is easiest to instill via military 
games and by creating the image of an 
enemy. Yunarmia is precisely the structure 
which can help to destroy Ukrainian identi-
ty in occupied Crimea and replace it with 
Russian.

As for “the enemy,” Ms. Potapova recalls 
the study carried out by the Crimean 
Human Rights Group which found that the 
occupation regime was focusing on two tar-
get “enemies”: Ukraine and Ukrainians gen-
erally, but also specifically Crimean Tatars. 

It is important, Ms. Potapova stresses, 
that parents take a principled stand on this, 
since for the moment Yunarmia is a volun-
tary formation. “If we do not raise the issue 
of Crimea’s militarization, if we don’t seek 
international sanctions and reaction to 
what Russia is doing to Crimean children, 
then in five years we will be seeing a kind 
of Hitlerjugend,” she comments.

Ms. Potapova recalls the song in which 
very young children express their willing-
ness to die if “Uncle Vova” (President Putin) 
calls them to. 

Early in 2019, the Russian Defense 
Ministry staged a “military game” in occu-
pied Crimea, with children pretending to be 
military intelligence agents and gathering 
information about “the enemy.”

This is no game when we see how 
Russia is assiduously inculcating the idea 
that Ukraine and Ukrainians are “the 
enemy,” which it is then encouraging chil-
dren to imagine fighting on occupied 
Ukrainian territory.

Russia spends millions on indoctrination
of children in occupied Crimea

Putin’s Victory Day

 COMMENTARY

Both of these factors make the current 
controversy over the construction of this 
north-south waterway far more fateful than 
a first glance might suggest. Moscow may 
feel it has no choice but to take radical 
steps in Belarus to prevent its loss of influ-
ence not only there, but elsewhere. In turn, 
the West may then be confronted with the 

difficult task of countering such efforts in 
Belarus and other regional countries. A fail-
ure to stand up to the Russian narrative 
could preclude these countries’ best chance 
of escaping from Moscow’s grasp and 
strengthening their independence and 
democracy.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 2)

West and Russia...
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by Lubomyr Luciuk

Private Nicholas Osadchuk was serving 
with the Winnipeg Grenadiers when he 
was killed in action defending Hong Kong 
on December 23, 1941. Infantryman 
Michael Zhdan was captured. He perished 
as a POW in Japanese captivity.

Flight Sgt. Steven Lucyk served with the 
RCAF’s 76 Squadron as a wireless-air gun-
ner. On November 3, 1943, his heavy bomb-
er, a Handley Page Halifax V, took off from 
Holme-on-Spalding-Moor, one of 589 aircraft 
raiding Dusseldorf. He went into battle with 
Flight Lt. D. E. Hicks, Sgt. T. W. Davis, Sgt. R. 
W. Elder and Sgt. G. Morrison. A German 
night fighter shot them down. Lucyk, 25, was 
buried in the Rheinberg War Cemetery. He 
left behind parents in Krydor, Saskatchewan, 
along with three brothers and five sisters. 
Before going to war, he was a schoolteacher. 
My friend, the Rev. Dr. Stan Lucyk, remem-
bers being taught by his cousin Steve in 
Whitkow’s one-room school house.

Cpl. R. I. Firman was serving with the 
Royal Winnipeg Rifles when he fell in battle 
in Normandy on June 8, 1944. He was 21. 
He left behind his wife, Vera Jean.

RCAF Warrant Officer Peter Wynnyk was 
a navigator on an Avro Lancaster with the 
166 Squadron. His plane took off from 
Kirmington, North Lincolnshire, on a night 
raid over Karlsruhe, on December 4, 1944. 
He almost made it back. While attempting 
to land they crashed at Brocklesby Park. He 

was buried in Harrogate (Stonefall) 
Cemetery at age 30. He left behind his par-
ents in Stry, Alberta. Walter, his brother, 
survived the war. His son, Paul, another 
friend, would become a lieutenant-general, 
serving as commander of the Army and, 
before resigning in 2019, vice-chief of 
Canada’s Defense Staff.

What do the fallen have in common? They 
were young. They volunteered. They fought 
for this country. They left behind grieving 
parents, brothers, sisters, wives and children. 
And they were all Ukrainian Canadians.

An admittedly incomplete list records 
3,830 Ukrainian Canadians wounded or 
killed during the second world war. This 
“Almanac of the Ukrainian Canadian 
Servicemen” also heralds more than 200 
mentioned in the dispatches or otherwise 
distinguished with medals for heroism and 
valor – during the Dieppe Raid, at the 
breaching of the Gothic Line in Italy or dur-
ing the bombing campaign against Nazi 
Germany. One of the latter, another RCAF 
navigator, was Joseph Kohut, age 29. He 
enlisted in Yorkton. Flying with an elite 
Pathfinder squadron, Kohut completed 38 
missions over enemy territory. Despite being 
severely wounded by shrapnel, he stayed at 
his post, making sure the bombload fell on 
target. Then he fell unconscious from a loss 
of blood. Kohut received a Distinguished 
Flying Cross for gallantry under fire.

Having faced more than a little prejudice 
in Canada before the war, many Ukrainians 
in uniform felt they needed to stick togeth-
er overseas. By 1943, they had set up the 

I don’t know if it was the lyrics, or the 
melody that left a powerful impression on 
me – probably both, but one of the songs 
we sang at Ukrainian Plast scout camps 
growing up in the 1960s and ’70s was “Vid 
Synioho Donu.”

Here’s a rough English translation  of the 
poem’s first stanza: 

From the blue river Don  
 to the grey Carpathians,

A single indivisible family,
No slavery, no serfdom, no brutality,  

 no betrayals,
A free, independent Ukraine!

It was decades later that I learned the 
author of the lyrics – way back in 1917 – 
was my wife Orysia’s grandfather, Ukrainian 
writer Oleksiy Varava, who wrote under the 
nom de plume of Oleksa Kobets.

His poem has often come to mind since 
Russia’s 2014 invasion of Ukraine, when 
Russia cruelly assaulted the vision of a unit-
ed, integral, free Ukraine. Russia continues 
to flagrantly mock this vision – a vision 
reflected in the 10 Guiding Principles of the 
Helsinki Final Act. They include sovereign-
ty, territorial integrity, inviolability of bor-
ders, and respect for human rights and fun-
damental freedoms. 

Varava’s words also come to mind when 
I see some, both in Ukraine and in the dias-
pora, who appear to be willing to effectively 
cede the occupied Donbas, an integral part 
of Ukraine, to Russia. They do so for various 
ostensibly pragmatic reasons. Some tend to 
dismiss the residents of the occupied terri-
tories as pro-Russian or “sovok” (slang for a 
person having a Soviet mentality or val-

ues), or insufficiently committed to their 
Ukrainian identity. This is both unfair and 
shortsighted. 

There are some 1.5 million internally dis-
placed persons (IDPs) scattered throughout 
Ukraine from the occupied Donbas. You can 
bet that most did not leave because they 
were particularly satisfied with living in a 
land devastated by war under the thumb of 
the Russian-puppet rulers of the so-called 
Donetsk and Luhansk people’s republics 
(DNR and LNR).

I cannot imagine that many who stayed 
are especially pleased to live in lawless 
statelets in which their human rights and 
freedoms of expression, association, assem-
bly, religion (unless, of course, one is 
Russian Orthodox) are flagrantly violated, 
democracy is non-existent, and the rule of 
law is a fiction. A climate of fear persists. 
Nor can I imagine that many are particular-
ly happy to live in a land in which the econ-
omy, infrastructure and environment have 
been devastated thanks to Russia and its 
proxies. Coronavirus only adds an addition-
al horrific factor, with an older, more vul-
nerable, population, an awful health-care 
system and poor governance. 

Sure, there are some who benefit and col-
laborate with the puppet regimes, and some 
may even be true believers in the Russkiy 
Mir (Russian World). But there are also 
many who feel themselves to be Ukrainians 
and would welcome re-integration. For 
obvious reasons, they are lying low.

Despite the challenges, Ukraine must not 
give up on its citizens living under Russian 

“The heroes of their day”

Thoughts on the Russian-occupied territories

 COMMENTARY

Dear Editor:

Every year on April 26 we are reminded 
of this tragic date for Ukraine and beyond 
its borders which happened in 1986. When 
the news reached Ukrainian communities 
in diaspora, a great effort was made to help 
the victims of this disaster.

To learn more about the aftereffects of 

Chornobyl, Branch 84 of the Ukrainian 
National Women’s League of America 
(UNWLA) in Chicago together with the 
Rukh organization sponsored Dr. Dmytro 
Hrodzynsky, radiobiologist, and head of the 
cell biology and genetic engineering 
department at the National Academy of 
Sciences of Ukraine, to speak in Chicago, at 
the Ukrainian Institute of Modern Art, on 
April 1, 1990. His topic was “Chornobyl and 
Its Aftereffects.”

Vira Bodnaruk
Venice, Fla.

Remember the 1986
Chornobyl disaster

 LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Dr. Dmytro Hrodzynsky (center) on April 1, 1990, in Chicago with (from left) Ulana 
Pawlynska, Olha Stefanska, Volodymyra Demus, Maria Dorozynska, Stefa Shandra, 

Vira Bodnaruk and Bohdan Bodnaruk.
Walter Wynnyk at his brother Peter’s 

grave in Harrogate Cemetery. 
The “Heroes of Their Day” stained glass 

window (by Glenn Carter). 

Paul WynnykUCCLF

(Continued on page 10)

The Ukrainian Canadian Servicemen’s Association’s 10th and last “get-together” in 
London, November 1945.

UCCLF

Lubomyr Luciuk is a professor of political 
geography at The Royal Military College of 
Canada in Kingston, Ontario. (Continued on page 15)
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“Julia Blue”: The journey of Roxy Toporowych
by Marusia Kvit-Flynn

It seemed like yesterday that a little girl with blonde pig 
tails came over to our home in Parma, Ohio, to play with 
my daughter Larissa and her little brother Marko. They 
were a creative little bunch who played out their make-
believe stories in our wooded backyard. But there was a 
difference in how the little blonde girl played with my chil-
dren. Not only did she participate in their play, but she 
would tell them how to play, what to do and how the story 
should proceed. When we bought our first video recorder, 
the play acting turned to “film-making,” and thus her first 
movie attempts were made. That little girl was Roksolana 
Toporowych, affectionately known as “Roxy.” 

At the encouragement of her mother, Olenka 
Toporowych, Roxy enrolled and was accepted at New York 
University’s prestigious Tisch School of the Arts, where she 
received her degree in film and television. Her first film at 
NYU, “The Immigrants,” was a short film, with my son and 
daughter in lead roles. To this day we laugh at the comic 
drama of two young wide-eyed Ukrainian immigrants 
arriving in New York City for the first time. Even the music 
in the background is perfect, reinforcing the expressions of 
wonder in their young faces. 

While at school, Ms. Toporowych created several short 
films that were screened at multiple film festivals, includ-
ing the Johns Hopkins International Film Festival in 
Baltimore and the Athens International Film Festival in 
Athens, Ohio. She won the Charles and Lucille King award 
for demonstrating academic ability and professional 
potential for television and film. 

Upon graduating from the Tisch School of the Arts in 
1998, Ms. Toporowych began working in film and TV pro-

duction as well as at the prestigious Sundance and Tribeca 
film festivals. Some of her roles included set decoration on 
projects such as “Captain America,” “The Other Guys,” 
“Winter Soldier,” “A Most Violent Year” and “Saturday Night 
Live,” and as assistant set decorator on “Marvel’s The 
Punisher” and on “Luke Cage.” She has also worked on doc-
umentary film projects such as Hulu’s “Batman and Bill” 
and HBO’s feature “Believer.” Other projects have included 
the Oscar-nominated film “In the Bedroom” and David 
Duchovny’s film “House of D,” where Ms. Toporowych land-
ed a small part in the film. Most recently, she worked on 
Steven Spielberg’s “West Side Story,” which is set to pre-
miere in December.

First documentary film

While gaining experience, Ms. Toporo wych’s dream of 
directing her own film was ever present. Growing up 
Ukrainian and active in her community, her ethnic experi-

ences left an indelible mark on her passion and character. 
Ms. Toporowych attended Ukrainian school, was a member 
of Plast Ukrainian Scouting Organization and danced with 
Kashtan, Cleveland’s Ukrainian folk dance ensemble. 

Her love of dance led her to the idea of creating a docu-
mentary on Ukrainian folk dance in America. After meeting 
and interviewing prima-ballerina Roma Pryma 
Bohachevska, the artistic director and choreographer of 
New York City’s Ukrainian dance ensemble Syzokryli, the 
filming of Ms. Toporowych’s new documentary began. 
After 250 hours of filming, the 70-minute documentary, 
“Folk,” was born; it premiered in 2011. 

Maidan and the war

From 2012 to 2014, Ms. Toporowych was the program 
director of the American Independent Film Festival in Kyiv, 

(Continued on page 12)

“Julia Blue” released on Amazon Prime video 
KinoRox Productions and LaiLou Productions

NEW YORK – The feature film “Julia Blue” is available 
for purchase and rent on Amazon Prime Video begin-
ning May 4 in the United States and the United Kingdom. 

An award-winning film, “Julia Blue” captures the 
story of a young woman who comes into her own in 
war-torn Ukraine, where she finds her path towards 
independence and a brighter future challenged by unex-
pected love.

“The film humanizes a world historical event by dwell-
ing not on the movers and shakers of history, but rather 
on how world events invade and shape the life of one 
remarkable young woman while bringing awareness to 
the war in Ukraine,” said film critic Thelma Adams.

In “Julia Blue,” a university student inspired to study 
photography by the protest scenes she witnessed in 
Kyiv during the 2014 revolution – has now set her sights 
on a future outside her beloved Ukraine. A year after the 
revolution began, and as she awaits news from a presti-
gious photography school in Germany, Julia volunteers 
at the military hospital for injured soldiers returning 
directly from the war zone. She brings a carefree happi-
ness to their ward. 

There she meets English, a soldier who has arrived at 
the hospital with easily mended surface wounds and 
deep emotional scars. A gentle relationship emerges 
that draws the two of them closer together, but each has 
withheld something vital from the other. When Julia 
brings English home for a family wedding, the cost of 
their secrets threatens more than their relationship. A 
beautiful allegory for the freedoms of our modern world 
that seem all too fleeting, “Julia Blue” reminds audiences 
not just of the cost of love and war, but of the sometimes 
painful choices freedom demands.

The movie is the first narrative feature for director 
and writer Roxy Toporowych. “Julia Blue” is produced 
by Nilou Safinya; cinematography is by Sashcko 
Roshchyn and editing by Ben Kim. The film stars Polina 
Snisarenko and Dima Yaroshenko. The original score is 
by Alex Brown Church of “Sea Wolf.”

KinoRox Productions is a production company found-
ed by Ms. Toporowych and based in New York City. A 
graduate of New York University’s Tisch School of the 

Arts, Ms. Toporowych has worked in film and TV pro-
duction for 15 years in a multitude of roles: filmmaker, 
producer, set decorator and screener. In 2014, she was a 
Fulbright scholar in Ukraine, where she researched and 
wrote “Julia Blue,” her narrative feature directing debut. 

LaiLou Productions is a film, TV and theater develop-
ment and production company based in New York City. 
Iranian-American producer Nilou Safinya and Syrian-
British writer and actor Laith Nakli founded the compa-
ny in order to tell often-experienced but not-so-often-
told stories of universal humanity. 

For more information, readers may visit juliabluethe-
movie.com.

Poster for the film “Julia Blue.”

English (Dima Yaroshenko) and Julia (Polina Snisarenko) on a train in a scene from “Julia Blue.” Director and writer of “Julia Blue” Roxy Toporowych.

Roxy Toporowych at the 2018 Julien Dubuque Inter natio-
nal Film Festival, where “Julia Blue” won for Best Film.
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delegation), Deputy Minister for Economic 
Development, Trade and Agriculture Yulia 
Svyrydenko (Ukraine’s representative in 
the working subgroup on socio-economic 
issues), and Chairman of the Verkhovna 
Rada Committee on Legal Policy Andriy 
Kostin (Ukraine’s representative in the 
working subgroup on political issues). In 
addition, the delegation includes Deputy 
Defense Minister Oleksandr Polishchuk 
(Ukraine’s representative in the working 
subgroup on security issues) and Chairman 
of the Verkhovna Rada Committee on Social 
Policy and Protection of Veterans’ Rights 
Halyna Tretiakova (Ukraine’s representa-
tive in the working subgroup on humani-
tarian issues). (Ukrinform)

SBU says it detained Russian agent

The Security Service of Ukraine (known 
by its Ukrainian-based acronym as SBU) 
says it has detained an alleged spy accused 
of collecting data on a “modern missile sys-
tem” on behalf of Russia. The SBU said in a 
statement that a resident of Ukraine’s east-
ern region of Luhansk was detained on May 
6 while trying to pass “secret technical doc-
umentation” regarding the Ukrainian sys-
tem to Russia’s Federal Security Service 
(FSB). The detainee, who is accused of 
committing high treason, promised 
Ukrainian military personnel cash in return 
for the classified information. Relations 

between Ukraine and Russia have been 
tense since Russia seized and annexed 
Ukraine’s Black Sea peninsula of Crimea in 
March 2014. Moscow has also fomented 
unrest and backed militants in Ukraine’s 
eastern regions of Luhansk and Donetsk, 
where some 13,200 people have been 
killed in the ensuing conflict since April 
2014. (RFE/RL)

Preparations for Eastern Partnership summit

Ukrainian Foreign Affairs Minister 
Dmytro Kuleba and his Polish counterpart, 
Jacek Czaputowicz, have discussed prepa-
rations for the Eastern Partnership summit, 
the press service of Ukraine’s Foreign 
Affairs Ministry reported on May 7, follow-
ing a telephone conversation between the 
two diplomats.  The next Eastern 
Partnership summit is scheduled to take 
place in June. “The parties paid special 
attention to preparations for the upcoming 
Eastern Partnership summit and coopera-
tion as part of the Ukraine-EU agenda,” the 
statement reads. It notes that Mr. Czaputo-
wicz assured Mr. Kuleba of Poland’s unwav-
ering support for Ukraine’s European and 
Euro-Atlantic choice and reaffirmed the 
need to keep in place the EU sanctions 
against Russia. The ministers also dis-
cussed bilateral cooperation, as well as the 
efforts of both countries to counter the 
spread of the coronavirus pandemic. They 
agreed on a schedule of diplomatic contacts 
for the near future. (Ukrinform)

(Continued on page 11)

(Continued from page 2)
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occupation. It needs to fight for their hearts 
and minds. This won’t be easy, given all the 
anti-Ukrainian brainwashing going on in 
media and schools, and the relentless 
Russian propaganda demonizing Ukraine. 
The Ukrainian government needs to build 
on its recent efforts to break the DNR and 
LNR’s information blockade.

Giving up on the people of the Donbas 
would be both a huge geopolitical and a 
moral mistake. Geopolitically, it would set 
precedents for future land-grabs of 
Ukrainian territory that Russia might con-
template, and it would call into question 
Ukraine’s own commitment to its sover-
eignty and territorial integrity. It would be 
morally wrong, because the residents of 
the occupied territories of the Donbas are, 
after all, Ukrainian citizens, and the 
Ukrainian state has a legal and moral obli-
gation to them, regardless of what lan-
guage they speak or their level of patrio-
tism. That some supposed patriots look 
down on them as second-class citizens is 
regrettable. 

Achieving real peace in the Donbas, 
which requires Russia to leave, will be an 
extremely difficult task because of Russia’s 
intransigence. There are many factors, 
among them the Putin regime’s deep-seat-
ed and probably justifiable fear that a suc-
cessful, democratic Ukraine will serve as a 
positive example for the Russian people 
and thus threaten Vladimir Putin’s power. 
Another is Moscow’s imperial delusions, 
which manifest themselves most starkly in 
the disdain toward Ukrainian statehood. 
The Kremlin is not going to willingly give 
up its strategic objectives. Hence, the most 
likely near-term outcome is continuation of 
the current low-intensity war, or a more 
genuinely frozen conflict which, of course, 
would be an improvement over the status 
quo. In any event, Ukraine’s friends in the 
West, led by Washington, must continue to 
support Ukraine with robust military and 
non-military assistance, continued and 

even increased sanctions, and smart politi-
cal and diplomatic engagement.

Despite the degree of difficulty, efforts 
towards peace need to be made. After all, it 
is the responsibility of a country’s leader-
ship and the role of the diplomacy to at 
least attempt to find solutions to conflict – 
even if the odds are stacked against you. 
And negotiations have yielded some posi-
tive dividends, such as the freeing of more 
than 130 Ukrainians from Russian captivity 
in three separate prisoner swaps since last 
September. Yes, difficult compromises were 
made as some of those exchanged to Russia 
were odious figures, but I subscribe to the 
view that it was still worth it to get inno-
cent Ukrainians, many of whom had under-
gone torture and deprivation, back home. 
The negotiations have also led to some 
practical measures that alleviate human 
suffering, such as expanding border cross-
ings. It is vital not to lose sight of the war’s 
human dimension as well.

And who knows? Some analysts believe 
that COVID-19 will make Moscow more 
dangerous in that it will exploit the pan-
demic for its nefarious purposes – first and 
foremost the destabilization of Ukraine. 
However, others think that the serious pres-
sures on Russia’s fossil fuel-based economy 
and social fabric could compel Russia to 
leave the Donbas. While I am skeptical, I 
learned a long time ago to never say never. 
After all, how many of us back in the 1980s 
– even in the late 1980s as substantial 
changes were taking place in the Soviet 
Union – would have predicted that its disso-
lution would occur as rapidly as it did. 

Ukrainians must not give up on the peo-
ple of the occupied Donbas. Neither should 
the Ukrainian people, with the support of 
Washington and other international 
friends, give up the pursuit of a just and 
lasting peace, recognizing that it will proba-
bly require a great deal of time, patience, 
persistence, fortitude and wisdom. A single, 
indivisible family in an undivided, inviolate, 
free and independent Ukraine! 

Orest Deychakiwsky may be reached at 
odeychak@gmail.com.

(Continued from page 7)

Thoughts on...

Agency, and United States Defense Attaché 
to Russia.

“Lt. Gen. Dayton earned a B.A. from the 
College of William and Mary in Williams-
burg, Va., a B.A./M.A. from Cambridge 
University in the United Kingdom, and an 
M.A. from the University of Southern 
California in conjunction with the United 
States Army Russian Institute in Garmish, 
Germany. He is the recipient of numerous 
awards for his military service, including 
from the State Department and from the 
Canadian, German and Austrian govern-
ments. He speaks Russian and German.”

RFE/RL noted that the position of U.S. 
ambassador to Ukraine has been vacant 
since President Trump recalled Marie 
Yovanovitch in May 2019 after what she 
said was a targeted campaign to tarnish her 
image. Former U.S. Ambassador to Ukraine 
William Taylor later served six months as 
chargé d’affaires while the Trump adminis-
tration sought a replacement.

Ukraine’s Foreign Affairs Minister 
Dmytro Kuleba reacted positively to the 
nomination of Mr. Dayton by tweeting on 
May 2: “I welcome the decision to nominate 
a new U.S. ambassador to Ukraine and look 
forward to welcoming him in Kyiv. I have 

met Gen. Keith W. Dayton in his capacity of 
Ukraine’s defense reform adviser. Working 
with him has always been a wonderful 
experience.”

John Herbst, a political analyst at the 
Atlantic Council and a former ambassador 
to Ukraine, told RFE/RL that Mr. Dayton is a 
good choice because he knows the issues 
facing Kyiv well. Mr. Dayton’s top concerns 
will be the Russia-backed war in eastern 
Ukraine as well as Ukrainian reforms, Mr. 
Herbst said.

Voice of America reported that Roman 
Washchuk, Canada’s former ambassador to 
Ukraine, wrote on Twitter: “Gen. Keith 
Dayton is a true pro, very familiar with pol/
mil realities of #Ukraine” and called his 
nomination “Good news for both Ukraine 
and Canada.”

Sen. Rob Portman (R-Ohio) reacted via 
Twitter: “Pleased to see that LTGEN Keith 
Dayton has been nominated to serve as the 
next US Ambassador to #Ukraine. He is a 
true patriot and dedicated friend of 
Ukraine. I look forward to supporting his 
confirmation.”

The nomination of the 71-year-old Mr. 
Dayton will have to be approved by the U.S. 
Senate.

Sources: The White House; RFE/RL, with 
reporting by Reuters and AP; Voice of 
America.

(Continued from page 1)

Trump announces...
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Ryaboshapka under investigation

Former Ukrainian Prosecutor General 
Ruslan Ryaboshapka, who was forced out 
in a parliamentary vote of no confidence 
two months ago, is now under investiga-
tion. Ukraine’s Specialized Anti-Corruption 
Prosecutor’s Office told RFE/RL on May 6 
that it had opened “criminal proceedings” 
against Mr. Ryaboshapka for what the 
Criminal Code describes as “declaring... 
false information” and “accepting an offer, 
promise, or obtaining an illicit benefit from 
an official.” The office’s representatives 
said: “We have complied with a court deci-
sion and filed a case [against Ryaboshapka] 
at the Unified Register of Pretrial 
Investigations on Prior Legal Qualification 
under Articles 366-1 and Part 4 of Article 
368 of the Criminal Code of Ukraine.” Mr. 
Ryaboshapka told RFE/RL that the case 
against him was “pointless from the point 
of view of criminal law,” adding, “I have 
already dozens of times explained this and 
had thought that it had been forgotten.” He 
said: “This announcement by a prosecutor 
whom I fired and who is apparently offend-
ed by me concerns a fact that has been cov-
ered many times in the media.” The case 
apparently involves a house in France 
where Mr. Ryaboshapka’s wife and children 
live. Mr. Ryaboshabka has said his wife took 
out a commercial loan to purchase the 
nearly 500,000-euro ($540,500 U.S.) prop-
erty, which he said they continue to pay. 
“This situation is being manipulated,” he 
told Ukraine’s 112.ua website in February, 
“because we still owe around 400,000 
euros [$432,400] on this loan. We continue 
to pay it off monthly.” Mr. Ryaboshapka was 
well-regarded by anti-corruption activists 

for his efforts to streamline and profession-
alize the scandal-ridden Prosecutor 
General’s Office. The 43-year-old Mr. 
Ryaboshapka made headlines last year as 
one of the officials to decide whether to 
launch a probe into former U.S. Vice-
President Joe Biden and his son Hunter 
over the younger Biden’s role at energy 
firm Burisma Holdings. The case was 
entangled in the impeachment trial of U.S. 
President Donald Trump. Mr. Ryaboshapka 
served as prosecutor general from August 
29, 2019, until March 5. (RFE/RL’s 
Ukrainian Service)

Ukraine GDP to fall 11% this quarter

Ukraine Business News reported that 
Ukraine is living through an 11 percent GDP 
drop this quarter, according to estimates of 
the National Bank of Ukraine. However, the 
central bank predicts a V-shaped economy 
for the second half, reducing GDP contrac-
tion for the whole year to 5 percent. “The 
negative impact of the pandemic on the 
Ukrainian economy will be relatively short-
term, but quite powerful,” the bank reports, 
noting that the Q1 year-on-year drop was 
only 0.5 percent. After coronavirus restric-
tions ease, retail, tourism and aviation will 
be slow to recover, partly due to depleted 
savings and missed earnings, the bank pre-
dicts. Food exports should remain strong, 
due to inelastic demand. Metal exports will 
be slow to recover due to decreased 
demand worldwide. Ukraine’s steel output 
in April was down 27 percent year-on-year 
according to a flash estimate by 
UkrMetalurg Prom, Ukraine’s steelmakers 
association. April’s production of 47,000 
tons, was down 20 percent from the March 
level of 58,400 tons. Since the start of the 
year, steel prices have dropped by 20 per-
cent. (Ukrainian Canadian Congress Daily 
Briefing, citing Ukraine Business News)

(Continued from page 10)
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Born on February 8, 1933 in Krosno, Poland.

She earned her LLB degree at the Osgoode Hall Law School 
in Toronto (1960) and her LLM degree in international law 

at Temple University in Philadelphia (1968).

At our Society she was a long-term member of the Governing 
Board, serving as Director of the scholarly section of Social Sciences
 and Law as well as Chair of the Bylaws Committee.  She taught 

at the University of Delaware (1966-77), served with the Association 
of Jurists of the State of Delaware (1970-72) and on the 

Family Court of the State of Delaware (1976).

In 1994 she was a guest lecturer at the Department of Jurisprudence
 of the University of Nitra, Slovakia.  In Ukraine she taught master-

level courses in jurisprudence at the National Universities 
of Kyiv (1996) and Lviv (1998).

Memberships: Shevchenko Scienti
 c Society in Canada, 
Law Society of Ontario, Canadian Association of Jurists, American 

Association of International Law, World Congress of Ukrainian 
Jurists, Vyacheslav Lypynsky East-European Research Institute in 

Philadelphia, Ukrainian Historical Society, Ukrainian-American 
Association of University Professors.

Author of the book «Contextual Examination of the Interhandel 
Case» (1968), chapters in other scholarly works.

Our condolences to members of her family.

Rest in Peace!

Governing Board of the Shevchenko Scienti� c Society in America

Shevchenko Scienti� c Society in America 
is sad to inform its members and the community 

that on April 25, 2020, in Toronto, Canada, 
our Society’s full member, 

former member of our Governing Board 
and a Canadian Barrister and Solicitor

MARTHA B. TROFIMENKO
departed for Eternity.

With deep sorrow we announce that

Orest Steciak 
passed away on May 1, 2020, at age 76 

in Gilchrist Hospice Center Towson. 
He was born in Nemyriw, Ukraine 

to the late Andrew and Anna Steciak. 

Orest grew up in Cleveland, Ohio. He was active 
in the Plast Ukrainian Scouting Organization. 
He also enjoyed many athletic activities. 

After graduating from Ohio State University, and getting a Master’s 
degree in Education from Case Western Reserve University, he taught 
elementary school for 13 years.

He moved to Columbia, MD in 1975, starting a home remodeling 
business shortly after. He became a familiar 
 gure in the area, with many 
projects and clients who often became good friends. He enjoyed being 
a father to his sons. 

Orest is survived by his wife Jennifer, son Daniel (Abby), Erik (deceased 
in 2015), sister Luba Mudri (John), sister Helen Steciak (Matthew Shubin), 
numerous nieces, nephew and cousins.

Orest will be remembered for his willingness to help others, his 
boundless energy, love of word games, especially Scrabble, and 
chocolate. His sense of humor and his curiosity will be missed.

In lieu of 	 owers, it is asked that donations be made to the hospice 
program:

Gilchrist Hospice Center Towson
11311 Mccormick Rd., Suite 350, 

Hunt Valley, MD 21031
Gilchristcares.org

or in support of the Ukrainian Plast Camp in Middle
 eld, Ohio.
Checks written to Plast USO should be sent to: 

Friends Of PК, c/o  Daria Jakubowycz
3932 Forestridge Drive

Rich
 eld, OH 44286
http://www.pysanyjkamin.org/

The Ukrainian Music Institute of America, Inc.
 regrets to inform the Ukrainian community, that

Prof. Rafael Wenke
 violinist, singer, teacher, and friend, 

passed from this earth on April 15, 2020, in Cedar Grove, NJ.
For 47 years Prof. Wenke taught violin, performed onstage,

 and held various administrative positions in the UMI national 
organization and the New York and Newark Branches.

In 2018 he was honored with a Lifetime Achievement Award.

The Board of Directors and all the UMI membership
 extend our deepest sympathy to his bereaved family. 

On April 21, 2020, concurrent with the funeral,
 His Excellency Bishop Hlib Lonchyna celebrated 

a Requiem Liturgy for the repose of his soul.

On May 23, 2020, on the eve of the 40th day of his passing,
liturgies will be celebrated at 8 a.m. in

Immaculate Conception Church in Hamtramck, MI,
St. George Church in New York, NY,
St. John the Baptist Church in Newark, NJ,

at 8:30 a.m. in the Church of the Holy Trinity in Kerhonkson, NY,

at 10:00 a.m. in St. Michael the Archangel in Jenkintown, PA,
and Annunciation of the BVM in Melrose Park, PA.

May he rest in peace!
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sponsored by the U..S Embassy. She attend-
ed the festival in Kyiv in December 2013, 
and subsequently witnessed the revolution 
known as “the Maidan” and the toppling of 
the Lenin statue by the demonstrators. She 
absorbed the energy that pulsated in the 
streets as people demonstrated against 
their corrupt president and government. 

During this time, Ms. Toporowych was 
introduced to Sashko Roshchyn, a cinema-
tographer and graduate of the Kyiv 
National University of Cinema. Their con-
versation immediately turned to film. The 
Ukraine film scene was active, feeding on 
the ongoing Maidan revolution. Meeting Mr. 
Roshchyn was the beginning of an amazing 
friendship and collaboration for the next 
two years. 

The months that followed were devast-
ing for Ukraine. The frontline protesters 
were attacked and killed, Russia annexed 
Crimea, and Vladimir Putin’s forces invaded 
the Donbas region in eastern Ukraine. 
Ukraine was at war. 

Ms. Toporowych returned to Kyiv for a sec-
ond time in September 2014 after winning 
a Fulbright scholarship in June of that year. 
For over a year in Kyiv, she witnessed the 
ravages of war in her ancestral homeland. 

In Ms. Toporowych’s own words: “… this 
wasn’t just happening in a far-off land, I 
didn’t just read about it online, this war was 
happening right around me – just a train 
ride from Kyiv to the heart of the front-line. 
Every day I experienced a visual assault – 
soldiers returning home, volunteers collect-
ing goods, refugees looking for shelter.” 

Six months into her stay, Ms. Toporowych 
became intrigued by growing volunteerism 
in Ukraine, especially in support of returning 
wounded soldiers. The trauma they had suf-
fered would leave physical as well as mental 
scars, both conditions in desperate need of 
treatment. At this point, Ms. Toporowych 
realized she too must contribute to Ukraine 
and her people. She knew she could best 
accomplish this by telling a compelling story 
through film that would ultimately take the 
form of a love story in a time of war. ‘Julia 
Blue’ was my love letter to Ukraine,” Ms. 
Toporowych says.

“Julia Blue” is born

Ms. Toporowych shared her story ideas 
for “Julia Blue” with her new cinematogra-
pher friend, Mr. Roshchyn, and met with 
Ukrainian soldiers whose insight provided 
authenticity to her story. She was granted 
permission to visit the actual Main Military 
Hospital in Kyiv. “Julia Blue” was written in 
three months, and the first draft of the 
script was completed six weeks later. 

By mid-June of 2015, a second draft of 
“Julia Blue” was completed. At that point, 
New York producer Nilou Safinya joined the 
team. Back home in the U.S., Luba Keske 
from Los Angeles joined as the associate 
producer and helped promote the film 
among Ukrainian communities. In 

September, Ms. Safinya flew to Kyiv to start 
production on “Julia Blue,” one year after 
Ms. Toporowych first landed in Kyiv.

After an extensive search and multiple 
interviews, Ms. Toporowych found her 
principal actors for the roles of Julia and 
English. The role of Julia went to theater 
and film actress Polina Snisarenko from 
Kyiv, and the role of English went to Dima 
Yaroshenko, also a theater and film actor 
from Kyiv. 

The shoot began on September 15, 2015, 
and was completed six weeks later. A crew 
of 35 was employed with Mr. Roshchyn as 
the cinematographer. Ten days of shooting 
were done on the streets of Kyiv, after 
which the company moved to the idyllic vil-
lage of Pidhorodtsi at the base of the 
Carpathian Mountains, employing dozens 
of villagers as extras. Working in Ukraine as 
an American director with U.S. production 
skills proved to be quite challenging as Ms. 
Toporowych attempted to integrate the dif-
ferent styles and skills in movie-making of a 
very different culture.

Ms. Toporowych explains that the recur-
rent theme of “Julia Blue” is the plight of 
Ukraine’s youth striving to find their identi-
ties while their country is at war. The char-
acters of Julia and English represent oppo-
site sides of what is happening in their 
country. Julia is from western Ukraine and a 
student of photojournalism. She is inspired 
by the protests and revolution in Kyiv and 
believes that by studying abroad and 
obtaining a higher education, she can help 
her country. English is a Russian-speaking 
Ukrainian from the east. He is wounded in 
the war. He believes in staying and physi-
cally fighting for his country.

 Julia is “light,” a spirited young student 
planning her future, and English is “dark,” a 
warrior wounded both physically and psy-
chologically. This distinction reflects reality, 
as many Ukrainians from both sides of 
Ukraine are fighting this war but share the 
same Ukrainian identity. English arrives in 
Julia’s life unexpectedly when she’s wrestling 
with her own uncertainties and making deci-
sions about her future. Her path suddenly 
becomes more complicated. The ongoing 

presence of the war is felt throughout the 
film. More importantly, the film captures 
how young people are forced to live and 
endure war as they mature, struggling with 
changes associated with conflict, revolution, 
love and the pursuit of their ambitions.

Post-production and awards

After the script of “Julia Blue” was writ-
ten, every scene had to be translated to 
English, since it was primarily shot in the 
Ukrainian language. Ms. Toporowych solic-
ited the help of Ali Kinsella from Columbia 
University for the arduous task of subtitling 
the entire film. She also chose Ben Kim, 
with whom she worked with at the Tribeca 
Film Festival, as her editor. The entire score 
of “Julia Blue” was composed by Alex 
Brown Church, with “Julia Blue” being his 
first film.

In May 2016, “Julia Blue,” was selected as 
part of the prestigious Independent 
Filmmaker Project (IFP) Lab. The IFP lab 
fosters the development, production and 
promotion of thousands of international 
projects in film, media and beyond. Every 
year, only 10 narrative feature films and 
their teams from across the U.S. are select-
ed to become IFP Lab Fellows. To qualify, 
the film must be in post-production and 
directed by a first-time feature filmmaker. 
In September, a scene from “Julia Blue,” 
together with the nine other winners, was 
presented at Brooklyn Bridge Park on a 
40-foot screen with the Brooklyn Bridge 
and Manhattan as the backdrop. 

As an alumna of IFP’s Lab, Ms. Toporo-
wych qualified for the Calvin Klein Spotlight 
on Women Filmmakers “Live the Dream 
Grant for Emerging Female Director.” IFP 
and Calvin Klein nominated the young film-
maker for the award. On November 28, 
2016, at the Gotham Awards ceremony in 
New York City, Ms. Toporowych was hon-
ored for “Julia Blue” and won the $25,000 
grant, which was presented to her by 
actress Margot Robbie.

Film festivals

After completion, “Julia Blue” was ready 
to hit the film festival circuit, where it won 

numerous awards. At the Woodstock Film 
Festival, Ms. Toporowych won her first Best 
Director award. 

Film critic Thelma Adams had the fol-
lowing to say: “First, we award a prize for 
Best Director to a promising new voice in 
cinema. The sophistication of her craft in 
every way is remarkable for a first film. Her 
film humanizes a world-historical event by 
dwelling not on the movers and shakers of 
history, but rather on how world events 
invade and shape the life of one remarkable 
young woman, while bringing awareness to 
the war in Ukraine.” 

After Woodstock, Ms. Toporowych went 
on to receive additional recognition for 
“Julia Blue,” winning the following awards:

Best Director – Sonoma International 
Film Festival, 2019

Best Film – Arctic Film Festival, 2019
Best Film – Cambria Film Festival, 2020
Best Film – Anchorage International 

Film Festival, 2018
Best Film – Julien Dubuque International 

Film Festival, 2019
Best Foreign Film – Long Beach 

International Film Festival, 2019
Best Foreign Film – Mystic Film 

Festival,2019
Best Foreign Film – Female Eye Film 

Festival, Toronto, 2019
Recognition – Rooftop Films WIP, 2017
Recognition – Seattle International Film 

Festival WIP Fellow, 2017
Release

Spanning six years from her initial meet-
ing with Mr. Roshchyn, Ms. Toporowych’s 
vision of how she could help her ancestral 
country came to fruition. She gave to 
Ukraine, as she did to us, her special gift of 
“Julia Blue.” 

On March 8 of this year, the official trail-
er for “Julia Blue” was released and is avail-
able on YouTube or at the film’s website: 
https://juliabluethemovie.com. As of May 
4, “Julia Blue” is streaming on Amazon 
Prime Video. To help support the film for 
other distribution outlets and other coun-
tries, please consider purchasing a copy 
and spreading the word. 

(Continued from page 9)

“Julia Blue”...

Some of the 35-member crew of “Julia Blue.”

Dima Yaroshenko and Polina Snisarenko, the stars of “Julia Blue.”
Cinematographer Sashko Roshchyn (left) with actor Dima Yaroshenko and Roxy 

Toporowych.
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Her loss of income is compensated by the satisfaction 
she receives from offering online classes free. 

“A yoga teacher is inherently a giver and caretaker,” she 
said. “I never charge [anyway] for the disabled and also 
have taught up to 50 people through Plast… It’s an organi-
zation that has helped me, helped me raise my children, so 
I wouldn’t want to charge and prefer to give back and med-
itate together. It’s a community.”

Currently up to 100 people attend her online classes 
and she gets yoga enthusiasts from as far away as Seattle 
and California.

As the quarantine measures get extended, Ms. Verschoor 
admitted “it’s getting difficult” to cope. Still, she said, “I 
appreciate everybody who has joined the yoga classes… it 
brings me as much joy as they tell me it brings them.”

Absorbed more in the complexities of the situation is Dr. 
Maria Dmytriv, a physician and trained public health admin-
istrator at the local Midwest Health Center outpatient clinic. 

A native of Ternopil Oblast, she voiced frustration with the 
“confused messages I’ve received… on what to do and not to 
do” from government health regulators and specialists. 

From “using masks or not using masks and the lack of 
clear guidance has created confusion and mistrust” both 
among health workers and community members, Dr. 
Dmytriv added. 

The reason is that many adult Ukrainians “have a hard 
time trusting doctors” because of their previous experience 
with Ukraine’s poor health-care system. They “seek alter-
native treatments and advice,” especially since the White 
House has promoted “scientifically unproven methods” like 
a drug used to treat malaria called hydroxychloroquine for 
which Dr. Dmytriv received prescription requests. 

This has compounded the problem, and Dr. Dmytriv 
sees “conspiracy theories” within the Ukrainian communi-
ty spreading. 

She voiced concern about “Russian disinformation,” cit-
ing examples of messages she has received from patients 
and friends who send her videos “of potential snake oil 
cures sourced from Russian media, all of which is untrue.”

Dr. Dmytriv said this not only causes panic, but also con-
stitutes “fear-mongering.”

Speaking as a medical professional, she said both the 
local and federal government haven’t been helpful by 
neglecting “contact tracing and more vigorous testing” 
strategies, while not ensuring enough medical equipment 
for health-care workers. 

“We have had to be creative and inventive,” Dr. Dmytriv 
said. “My colleagues converted a plant in Philadelphia that 
started to make hand sanitizers… so we’ve had to go 
through personal connections,” which included efforts to 
procure personal protective equipment (PPE). 

Plast and the AUYA are also adapting. 
The rotating head of the Plast’s Chicago chapter, Danylo 

Melnyk, said the group would normally be organizing field 
trips, planning summer camps and a yearly picnic in subur-
ban Round Lake during this period. Instead, instructive 
courses are given online as members earn merit badges for 
knowledge attained and skills achieved. 

The kids “want to venture outside into the wilderness, 
and camps are the main event for Plast – you prepare for it 
and it’s a culmination of scouts getting to spend time with 
others from other states,” Mr. Melnyk said. “Many people 
will be saddened about camps being cancelled… but we 
don’t want to endanger anyone.” 

In the same situation is the AUYA, which has taken simi-
lar approaches given the fluid situation. 

Some 130 kids will be deprived of camp activities at its 
site in Wisconsin and have participated online in the 

spring, making traditional Easter eggs, engaging in sports 
and yoga, and fund-raising for the Easter luncheon that is 
usually held every year.

“We’ve been trying to engage them [AUYA members] 
positively and are shooting for a mini-camp in August [if 
possible]…and having a virtual bonfire online,” said the 
local chapter’s president, Lilia Zaparaniuk. Virtual choir 
practice is planned as well.

A silver lining is that, with the closure of camps, autho-
rized personnel will be able to do long-term repairs at the 
sprawling campsite, something that is usually made com-
plicated when visitors are on site, she said. 

“Not having people there allows us to work on big proj-
ects… We also have a lot of trees that have died that need to 
be cut down, to repair the empty hotel rooms and for 
minor kitchen renovations,” Ms. Zaparaniuk said. 

At Plast, Mr. Melnyk said the group is also hoping for the 
“opportunity to hold smaller camps at the end of summer 
at Round Lake, depending on guidance from the governor 
and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.”

The main thing, he said, is “the well-being of neighbors, 
friends, and for the community to work together.” He con-
tinued: “If anybody needs anything, they should count on 
each other, and we work as a team.”

The same philosophy is practiced by local churches, 
which had garnered more than 4,000 views on YouTube 
during Easter, among them Ss. Volodymyr and Olha 
Ukrainian Catholic Church. 

The pastor there, the Rev. Oleh Kryvokulsky, said, “the 
health and happiness of our parishioners is our main con-
cern” as local government rules are followed along with the 
ones set in place by Patriarch Sviatoslav. 

Funerals are conducted under strict guidelines involving 
10 people at most, while other services, like baptisms and 
weddings, have been postponed. Confession and consulta-
tions are given over the phone and personal visits are excep-
tions made on a case-by-case basis, Father Kryvokulsky said. 

Even essential businesses have had to scale back or adjust. 
Ann’s Bakery, the go-to destination for Eastern 

European-style bread in the neighborhood, has imposed 
six-foot physical distancing at check-out, and its employees 
wear masks. 

The Meest-Karpaty shipping service, upon which many 

rely to send items to relatives in Ukraine, has one person 
serving clients and is operating with reduced hours. 

Selfreliance Federal Credit Union (SFCU), a pillar of the 
community that is based in Chicago and has nine other 
locations throughout the country, remains open – via walk-
up windows, drive-throughs, its app, e-mails and phone. 
Thus, it continues to provide a vital service while making it 
safer for both employees and members.

Marketing manager Walter Tun said he has seen a spike 
in the credit union’s mobile application and “more than 
half a million Facebook users in the last two months.”

Selfreliance is a participating member of the federal gov-
ernment’s Payment Protection Program (PPP) related to 
the virus outbreak, which is providing $349 billion in for-
givable government-guaranteed loans to small businesses 
to cover costs related to payroll and utilities, as well as 
mortgage and rent payments.

An article written by economists from the Federal 
Reserve Bank of New York reports that 25-33 percent of 
small businesses in Illinois are receiving PPP loans.

The credit union has about “$120 million in reserves” to 
absorb “any losses on loan delinquencies or abonnement 
on credit,” Mr. Tun said. He added that the financial institu-
tion “is stable and is no danger of any kind of quandary.”

Despite the restrictions and absence of normalcy in the 
business world, SFCU still has access to more than $1 mil-
lion for community outreach and sponsorships, and “we’re 
still talking to various groups and organizations,” Mr. Tun 
related. “Together we could survive and flourish… we must 
take an active part, otherwise the community loses out.” 

Meanwhile, one of the local schools of Ukrainian studies, 
Ridna Shkola, won’t physically hold its graduation ceremo-
nies for the first time in the 70 years of its existence. 
Among Ukrainian schools, it enjoys special status because 
its graduating degree can be used toward college credits in 
social studies and knowledge of a second language, accord-
ing to the Illinois Board of Education.

The school’s principal, Natalia Ponomaryova, noted that 
on the weekend of May 2 the school’s graduating class took 
its final exams online, using a two-step process whereby 
images associated with Ukraine were offered as the stu-
dents chose random questions to answer for the final 
exams.

Postponing the exams as well as graduation ceremonies 
until September was pondered, but “by that time after the 
summer, they [the students] will most likely have forgotten 
much information,” Ms. Ponomaryova said.

The neighborhood’s two main community museums – the 
Ukrainian Institute of Modern Art (https://uima-chicago.
org/) and the Ukrainian National Museum (https://ukraini-
annationalmuseum.org/) – have moved exhibitions online.

The UIMA has received praise for its dynamic and rele-
vant shows, including ones that involve non-Ukrainian art-
ists, from local cultural and arts publications. The Third 
Coast Review and Chicago Cultural Alliance have in recent 
months recognized the UIMA for its continued devotion to 
the arts. 

“This is great,” that the museums “are sharing their 
work online,” said Marta Farion, vice-president of the local 
chapter of the Ukrainian Congress Committee of America 
(UCCA). “We have organizations that have not given up on 
their work, the team there at UIMA have built, and created, 
and shared [work] on social media, which is a service to 
the community.”

(Continued from page 1)

Chicago’s...

Selfreliance Federal Credit Union in Chicago is open for business and is a participating member of the Small Business 
Administration’s Paycheck Protection Program that is being implemented as part of the government’s established 

CARES Act. 

The Tryzub (trident) Ukrainian restaurant in Chicago 
has been mostly closed since mid-March due to restric-
tions imposed by the governor and has stopped offering 
take-out or curbside delivery services. However, it 
served the Ukrainian community over two Easter week-
ends in April by offering baskets of traditional Easter 

foods.

Dr. Mariya Dmytriv-Kapeniak starts her shift dressed 
in personal protective equipment (PPE) on May 4 at the 
Midwest Health Center in Chicago’s Ukrainian Village 

neighborhood.

Mark Raczkiewycz
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“We have had a lot of conversation with 
business representatives,” said the prime 
minister. “We are well aware of their needs 
and the demands of business, and today we 
have summoned an extraordinary meeting 
during which we are planning to adopt a 
draft resolution at the request of business, 
as it takes time to prepare for safe working 
conditions,” stated Mr. Shmyhal. He 
informed the public that as of May 11 
parks, squares and recreation areas will be 
open for visitors. Also, beauty salons and 
hairdressers will be allowed to operate, but 
on condition of abiding by specific rules.

Many of the restrictions that had been 
imposed by the authorities in Kyiv have 
been ignored in some Ukrainian regions for 
the last week. Local authorities had 
allowed the operation of beauty salons and 
hairdressers, and had permitted coffee-to-
go and take-out service in some cities 
weeks earlier. In some places, that has led 
to a conflict between local officials and the 
central authorities. (Read more about pro-
tests against coronavirus-related restric-
tions and the public confrontation between 
the mayor of Cherkasy and the government 
in Kyiv on page 3.)

Even in those cities where local authori-
ties didn’t ease restrictions, the police 
stopped patrolling and preventing people 
from crowding and walking outside with-
out masks. Life has returned to Ukraine’s 
streets, and it is easy to see the difference 
between the emptiness of Kyiv a month ago 
and the many people walking on the capi-
tal’s streets today. Parks were to be opened 
after May 11, but they were freely operat-
ing a week before then. 

On the first day of the restrictions 
imposed more than a month ago, six police-
men stopped this writer at the entrance to 
his local park. Now it’s rare to see police 
patrols, and the same park is full of people 
jogging or even having picnics. 

At the same time, however, Ukrainians 
are demonstrating a consciousness about 
the pandemic and mostly stay home, even 
though there’s almost no risk of being fined 
by the police. 

Still, the time has passed when entrepre-
neurs did not know if it was even legal to 
operate. Catering institutions will be able to 
provide take-out service, open-air cafés 
and restaurants included on the state regis-
ter of market operators will be allowed to 
open. “This is an essential reference and a 
lever of control,” said Mr. Shmyhal. 

He also said that wholesale and retail 
trade in non-food items, excluding enter-
tainment and food areas as well as kids’ 
play areas in shopping centers, will be per-
mitted. “Public service institutions will also 
get permission to operate according to cer-
tain criteria. Museums, libraries, the train-
ing of athletes on national teams and indi-
vidual training as well. Dentists, auditors, 
attorneys, notaries, home appliances repair 
services. Criteria for all these will be adopt-
ed. The resolution will be published, and 
businesses will be able to see clearly in 
what areas we are planning to reduce the 
quarantine limitations as of May 11,” the 
prime minister explained.

Meanwhile, Mr. Shmyhal reminded the 
public that Ukraine is still on lockdown: 
“Until May 11, we ask Ukrainians to obey 
the rules. These are not only the requests of 

the government but also of our doctors, 
who are actually on the frontline. It is criti-
cal to ensure the correct process for a quar-
antine exit.”

Another critical decision of the last 
Cabinet meeting was to allow elective sur-
gery and planned hospitalizations in 
Ukraine, all of which were postponed due 
to the coronavirus. Minister of Health 
Maxym Stepanov announced this at his 
daily briefing. “As you know, during the 
quarantine in our country, elective surger-
ies were canceled, including the hospital-
ization of patients. We now need elective 
surgeries; these will be surgeries necessary 
for high-risk patients,” he noted. The minis-
ter further explained that all patients will 
be required to undergo testing for the coro-
navirus to prevent the contamination of 
health workers.

President Volodymyr Zelenskyy has 
been making regular addresses to the 
nation during the pandemic. In his May 4 
address, he said: “Look at the statistics of 
the countries that either did not introduce 
quarantine measures or made them mild. 
The result is thousands of deaths and tens 
of thousands infected every day.”

 “Yes, there is a negative impact of quar-
antine on the economy,” he continued. “The 
losses from it are painful. But the potential 
losses from high morbidity and mortality 
are catastrophic. According to research, the 
complete cancellation of the quarantine 
will have shocking consequences. If we 
return to the usual rhythm of life tomor-
row, it is potentially 120,000 more deaths 
by the end of the year. This is why quaran-
tine mitigation cannot be premature. It will 
be phased, and the first mitigation will take 
place on May 11.”

“Current statistics now give us hope for 
the future. However, the situation could 
have been different,” President Zelenskyy 
said, pointing out that Ukraine is 35th on 
the list of countries with the most signifi-
cant number of coronavirus-infected peo-
ple. “We could have had not 12,000 but 
200,000 infected. There are two reasons 
that critical scenario was avoided. The 
first is measures taken in time. Tough, but, 
as time has shown, correct. The second 
reason is the caliber of our Ukrainian doc-
tors – their professionalism, courage and 
dedication on the frontline of the struggle 
against the coronavirus,” Mr. Zelenskyy 
said.

According to the Public Health Center of 
Ukraine, as of May 5, there have been 
12,697 confirmed cases of COVID-19, 316 
patients have died, 1,875 patients have 
recovered. There have been 881 cases 
among children and 2,479 among health-
care workers . A total of 8,935 patients 
have been undergoing outpatient treat-
ment, among them 724 children and 2,061 
medical personnel. In all, 3,762 people 
were hospitalized, including 157 children 
and 418 health-care workers. As a result of 
complications caused by the disease, 316 
people have died, including 18 health-care 
workers. Eighty-six percent of deaths occur 
in the age group 50 and above.

“The Cabinet of Ministers is currently in 
the first stage of the quarantine extended 
until May 22. But it is most likely, based on 
the World Health Organization data, that 
the quarantine will be continued with fur-
ther stages of easing when the situation in 
the country allows,” Prime Minister 
Shmyhal told Ukrainian Radio after the 
most recent Cabinet meeting. 

KPS USA has made the decision 
that all Plast summer camps 
are CANCELLED for 2020.

However, we encourage all members of Plast
and their families to continue safely enjoying 
the outdoors by hiking on trails, taking walks 

in the park, biking, kayaking, yoga, etc.

Send photos of your adventures to 
KPS-comms@plastusa.org, 

and we will share them on our social media. We can’t wait 
to see the wonderful experiences our Plastuny will have!

OOL

CLIFTON, N.J. – The 20th annual Lemko 
Vatra festival originally scheduled for June 
27-28 in Ellenville, N.Y., has been cancelled 
this year and postponed to 2021 due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. This decision was 
made via a special conference call meeting 
of the National Board of the Organization 
for the Defense of Lemkivshchyna (OOL), 
which organizes the Lemko Vatra in the 
U.S.A. each year. 

Currently, the Board of Health of Ulster 
County (which includes Ellenville) is not 
sanctioning large gatherings, and it is 
unclear when they will be allowed again. 

The OOL National Board weighed various 
options, such as waiting and seeing or post-
poning to later in the year, but decided out 
of an abundance of caution to refocus and 
plan for the 20th Lemko Vatra to take place 
in 2021. 

The OOL will formally announce the 
date of the next Lemko Vatra at a future 
time, but anticipates that it will be resched-
uled to June 25-26, 2021. The organization 
thanks all of its supporters for their under-
standing and wishes everyone safety and 
health during this difficult time. 

Any additional questions can be 
addressed to Mark Howansky at presi-
dent@lemko-ool.org or 917-678-4168.

Lemko Vatra festival  
postponed until 2021(Continued from page 1)

Ukraine extends...

Ukrainian Canadian Servicemen’s Associa-
tion (UCSA) with its own “London Club” in 
the vicarage of St. James Church, Sussex 
Gardens, London. While most of the 35,000 
who served abroad went home when the 
war ended, a few elected to stay, for hun-
dreds of thousands of Ukrainian refugees in 
Western Europe needed their help. Creating 
the Central Ukrainian Relief Bureau, they 
remained “in the field” until 1952, rescuing 
thousands of displaced persons from forcible 
repatriation to the Soviet Union. Those DPs 
resettled throughout the Free World. My par-
ents found asylum in Kingston, Ontario.

In 1995 we unveiled a bilingual plaque 
at UCSA’s former HQ. Yet that did not seem 
sufficient. After all, if not for the sacrifices 
and service of these Ukrainian Canadians in 

uniform, we would not be here. Eventually, 
we decided to commission a commemora-
tive stained-glass window for St. James. 
Over more than two years, we raised the 
funds needed, entirely through public sub-
scription. We worked closely with the 
Association of Ukrainians in Great Britain 
and the diocese of St. James. Everything 
was ready for a service of thanksgiving 
scheduled for May 8 – the 75th anniversary 
of V-E Day, Victory in Europe Day.

You don’t need me to remind you about 
why that didn’t happen. But rest certain 
that, sooner or later, this memorial will be 
unveiled and blessed, to evermore remind 
the faithful and passers-by of who these 
Ukrainian Canadians were and what they 
did. A man I knew and much admired, 
Flight Lt. Bohdan Panchuk, once described 
his fellow Ukrainian Canadians in uniform 
as “the heroes of their day.” They were. We 
shall remember them.

(Continued from page 7)

“The heroes...”

Want to keep up to date on developments in Ukraine?

The Ukrainian Weekly
on Facebook  

to read the latest!LIKE 
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