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by Bohdan Nahaylo

KYIV – The language issue has recently 
flared up again in Ukraine. What is behind 
it and how seriously should it be taken?

Certainly, scenes from the middle of July 
of hundreds of protesters, gathered outside 
the Verkhovna Rada to defend the Ukrainian 
language against alleged attempts to weak-
en its official position, suggested that anoth-
er major battle over this perennially sensi-
tive issue is under way.

On the other hand, reassuring state-
ments from the Ukrainian president, 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy, and other key figures 
in his administration have indicated that 
the fears are exaggerated and there is no 
need for patriotic forces to over-react.

One thing remains clear, almost 30 years 
after Ukraine achieved its independence, 
the issue of the role and status of the 
Ukrainian language, although seemingly 
buttressed by law, remains a powerful tool 
with which to manipulate public opinion 
and sow disunity. 

Pro-Russian forces do not hesitate to 
promote Moscow’s narrative about the 
supposed discrimination against Russian 
speakers in Ukraine and about them as an 
allegedly oppressed minority.

For their part, the more radical national-
ist forces have tended to show an impa-
tience bordering on insensitivity in 

demanding from their fellow citizens that 
they switch over to Ukrainian from 
Russian, or other minority languages, and 
by questioning implicitly, or explicitly, the 
level of their patriotism.

In the most recent instance of this 
enduring tension, supporters of the former 
president, Petro Poroshenko, and their 
allies have taken up the cry that “anti-
Ukrainian” elements are out to undo the 
breakthrough achieved during the final 
stages of his administration in getting 
Ukrainian recognized as the country’s only 
o f f i c i a l  l a n g u a g e  a n d  b o o s t i n g 
Ukrainianization measures. 

Undoubtedly, the law adopted by the 
Verkhovna Rada on April 25, 2019, was his-
toric. In the late 1920s and early 1930s, 
Stalin had reversed the policy of controlled 
Ukrainianization and replaced it with ter-
ror and Russification. 

Only when the Soviet Union began fal-
tering under Mikhail Gorbachev were 
Ukrainians able to begin undoing the dam-
age and bolster the status of their native 
language. In October 1989, the Communist-
dominated Verkhovna Rada of Soviet 
Ukraine adopted a groundbreaking law 
designating Ukrainian as the state language 
of the republic. The deputies of that time 
realized that securing this recognition for 
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Language issue or electioneering politics?
4-year-old murder case has yet to be solved

(Continued on page 14)

by Roman Tymotsko

KYIV – Each year on July 20, a communi-
ty of journalists and friends of Pavlo 
Sheremet, the Belarusian-born Ukrainian 
journalist murdered in 2016, come to the 
place in the center of Ukraine’s capital 
where he was killed. This year a monument 
was unveiled near the site where an 
improved explosive device was planted 

under his car. Four years later, the murder 
case has yet to be solved.

The editor-in-chief of Ukrayinska 
Pravda, the news outlet where Sheremet 
worked his last years, Sevhil Musayeva, 
spoke at the opening ceremony. She 
thanked, in particular, sculptor Nazar Bilyk, 
who created the memorial, and Kyiv Mayor 
Vitali Klitschko. 

“The monument and Pavlo are incom-
patible concepts, because Pavlo was always 
about life, about the moment, about joy. Of 
course, I am outraged that, four years later, 
we do not know who murdered him. But I 
am sure that sooner or later we will find 
out,” Ms. Musayeva stated.

Back on December 12, 2019, President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy and Internal Affairs 
Minister Arsen Avakov took part in a 
National Police briefing on the Sheremet 
case. The police announced they had 
detained musician and veteran Andriy 
Antonenko, military medic Yana Duhar and 
cardiac surgeon Yulia Kuzmenko as murder 
suspects. The investigation alleged that Ms. 
Duhar photographed the closed-circuit TV 
cameras on the eve of the murder, while Dr. 
Kuzmenko planted an explosive under the 
car together with Mr. Antonenko.

However, both the news media and the 
suspects’ lawyers have found numerous 
inconsistencies in the investigators’ report, 
including a difference between the height 
of the suspects and the people who were 
recorded on video at the scene of the crime.

Mr. Antonenko’s defense claims he is 
taller than the real killer captured on video. 
Ms. Duhar’s lawyers insist she has an alibi 
confirmed by documents and witnesses, 
and that the examination on which suspi-

Ukraine remembers journalist Pavlo Sheremet

(Continued on page 15)

A sign asking, “Who killed Pavlo?” in front of the new memorial to Pavlo Sheremet 
in Kyiv. Designed by sculptor Nazar Bilyk, it depicts a creased sheet of paper with 

Sheremet’s name on it.

RFE/RL

Hostage-taking ends after 12-hour standoff
RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service

LUTSK, Ukraine – A tense hostage situa-
tion on a bus in western Ukraine has ended 
without casualties after a standoff with 
police and after President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy spoke with the hostage-taker by 
phone and agreed to one of his demands.

Police arrested the suspected hostage 
taker, whom the Security Service of 
Ukraine (SBU) identified as 44-year-old 
Maksym Kryvosh and said he had propa-
gated “extremist views.”

Internal Affairs Minister Arsen Avakov 
said Mr. Kryvosh was armed with guns and 
a grenade, adding to the concerns of securi-
ty forces during the 12-hour standoff.

The hostages were freed after an 
armored personnel carrier with special 
forces pulled up alongside the bus at 
around 9:30 p.m., seconds after an explo-
sion created a bright flash near the vehicle, 
a video posted by an onlooker showed.

Officials said Mr. Kryvosh was a two-time 
convict who also went by the last name 
“Plokhoy,” which means “bad” in Russian.

Police said Mr. Kryvosh ranted against 
“the system” in his negotiations, called the 
country’s oligarchs and officials “terror-
ists,” and demanded that people watch the 
2005 documentary film “Earthlings” about 
the suffering endured by animals at farms, 
research labs and other locations.

In response, Mr. Zelenskyy posted a 
short video on Facebook recommending 
that people watch the documentary. Local 
media said Mr. Kryvosh was following the 
news about his hostage-taking on his 
smartphone.

The president deleted the video after Mr. 
Kryvosh’s capture. He said he had spoken 
to Mr. Kryvosh for around seven to 10 min-
utes and persuaded him to release three of 
the hostages, including a pregnant woman. 
Mr. Zelenskyy then agreed to publish the 
short video.

“We agreed that he would release three 
people and after that I will record a video,” 
Mr. Zelenskyy said.

“I congratulate all those who fought all 
day for the release of the people in Lutsk 
and, in fact, for their lives,” the president 

said in a statement after the hostages were 
freed.

Regional police chief Yuriy Kroshko said 
earlier in the day that Mr. Kryvosh had told 
police that he was armed and had a large 
number of explosives with him. He also 
claimed to have placed a bomb at another 
site in the city and said he could detonate it 
remotely.

The SBU published a picture of Mr. 
Kryvosh lying face down with security per-
sonnel standing over him after his arrest. 
Internal Affairs Minister Avakov said an 
accomplice was detained in the eastern city 
of Kharkiv.

With reporting by Suspilne, UNIAN, 
Volynski Novyny, Ukrayinska Pravda, and 
the Kyiv Post.

Copyright 2020, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/armed-man-in-
ukrainian-city-of-lutsk-takes-bus-passen-
gers-hostage/30739110.html).
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U.S. offers $2 M reward for fugitives

The U.S. Secret Service has announced a 
$2 million reward for information leading to 
the arrest or conviction of two Ukrainian 
men accused of hacking into the Securities 
and Exchange Commission’s data system. 
Artem Radchenko, 28, and Oleksandr 
Ieremenko, 28, acquired inside information 
on publicly traded companies by stealing 
test versions of quarterly and annual 
reports filed with the SEC but not yet avail-
able to investors, the Secret Service said in a 
statement on July 22. The two men earned 
over $4.5 million in illicit profit by both sell-
ing the inside information to others and 
trading on it. Messrs. Radchenko and 
Ieremenko carried out their scheme for 
more than a year, the Secret Service said. 
The reward, which consists of $1 million for 
helping capture each individual, is an 
unprecedented step by the Secret Service. 
“For the first time in agency history, we are 
able to strategically leverage resources 
worldwide in the pursuit of a wanted fugi-
tive charged with the exploitation and 
manipulation of our financial systems,” U.S. 
Secret Service Director James M. Murray 
said in a statement. A federal grand jury in 
the District of New Jersey last year charged 
Messrs. Radchenko and Ieremenko with 
securities fraud conspiracy, wire fraud con-
spiracy, computer fraud conspiracy, wire 
fraud and computer fraud in a 16-count 
indictment. Messrs. Radchenko and 
Ieremenko were born in Kyiv, according to 
information published by the Secret Service. 
U.S. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo also 
announced the reward on Twitter. “We will 
continue working with @TheJusticeDept to 
protect American citizens and other nations 
from being victimized by cyber-crime,” he 
said in the tweet. (RFE/RL)

Sea Breeze drills commence in Ukraine

Sea Breeze 2020, a multinational naval 
exercise, has been launched in the 
Ukrainian waters of the Black Sea. The 
commander of the Ukrainian Navy, Oleksiy 
Neizhpapa, and Vice-Admiral Gene Black, 
commander of the U.S. 6th Fleet , 
announced the commencement of the 
maneuvers via a video statement on July 
20. Vice-Admiral Black said that the Sea 
Breeze maneuvers’ goal is to increase mari-

time regional security in the Black Sea. 
According to him, personnel from nine 
countries, 27 vessels and 19 aircraft are 
taking part in the exercises. The Arleigh 
Burke-class destroyer USS Porter entered 
the Black Sea to participate in the drills the 
day before. Additional U.S. Navy P-8 aircraft 
from Patrol Squadron VP (47) will be par-
ticipating in the U.S. and Ukrainian co-host-
ed drills. The maneuvers were expected to 
last until July 26. Ukraine’s Defense 
Ministry said earlier that due to the COVID-
19 pandemic, this year Sea Breeze drills 
will be limited to the marine phase only 
with the involvement of aviation. Ships of 
partner countries will dock at Ukrainian 
ports only if refueling is necessary. Sea 
Breeze is an annual multinational exercise 
that has been held since 1997. (Crime Desk, 
RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service)

Ukraine cancels some visa requirements 

Ukraine says it has canceled visa 
requirements for citizens of Australia, New 
Zealand, Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman and Saudi 
Arabia. As of August 1, tourists from the six 
countries will no longer need a visa to visit 
Ukraine if their visits do not exceed 90 days. 
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy signed the 
decree on July 21. Last month, Mr. 
Zelenskyy said Ukraine was looking into the 
possible cancellation of visa requirements 
for visitors from several countries, including 
China, in order to attract more tourists after 
restrictions to slow the spread of the coro-
navirus are lifted. Last year, Ukraine intro-
duced electronic visas for citizens of 52 
countries, including China and Australia. 
Citizens of all former Soviet republics, the 
United States, Canada, the European Union, 
and several countries in South America can 
enter Ukraine for up to 90 days without a 
visa. Citizens of five former Soviet republics 
– Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia, Moldova, 
and Uzbekistan – can enter Ukraine without 
a visa for an indefinite stay. (RFE/RL, with 
reporting by Reuters)

Iran blames misaligned radar, human error 

Iranian authorities say a misaligned mis-
sile battery and miscommunication 
between soldiers and superior officers 
were to blame for the January downing of a 

(Continued on page 10)

 ANALYSIS

by Pavel K. Baev
Eurasia Daily Monitor

Every country in the world is experienc-
ing its own particular version of the ongo-
ing global health and economic crisis, and 
Russia faces a particularly complex one, 
aggravated by outstanding and escalating 
mismanagement. President Vladimir Putin 
insists that the COVID-19 pandemic is 
under control and that the economic con-
traction is being mitigated; in fact, neither 
has been contained, while the Kremlin 
leader’s self-serving political agenda is 
antagonizing an increasing portion of the 
population and the elites. 

Mr. Putin relies on the habitual combi-
nation of information control and targeted 
repressions for suppressing the discontent; 
yet, his own sociological research, conduct-
ed – rather unconventionally – by the 
Federal Protection Service (FSO), warns 
about rising anger (Meduza.io, July 16). 
Feigning supreme confidence, Mr. Putin 
refuses to acknowledge the swift erosion of 
his severely corrupt autocratic regime, but 
denials only back him into an ever-tighter 
corner, from which, as previous experienc-
es indicate, he tends to lash out violently – 
and in an unpredictable direction.

In late May, Mr. Putin announced that 
the spread of the novel coronavirus in 
Russia had reached a “plateau”; since then, 
the official data has been duly reporting 
about 6,500 new infections a day (Svoboda.
org, July 15). The real picture can only be 
sketched from fragmented bits of informa-
tion, like the plea for urgent help from the 
mayor of Norilsk, who confirmed that the 
figures were being deliberately distorted 
(Newsru.com, July 16). The pandemic situ-
ation in Moscow may have indeed 
improved after the lockdown in April, 
enforced by Mayor Sergei Sobyanin, but his 
guess that up to 60 percent of Muscovites 
now have immunity is not grounded in any 
scientific evidence (Moskovsky Komsomo-
lets, July 17). Meanwhile, in many regions, 
the authorities are under pressure to 
downplay the scale of the disaster, 
betrayed by revelations such as that 820 
medics in Sverdlovsk Oblast have already 
been infected (Kommersant, July 17).

Mr. Putin asserts that an economic 
recovery will soon resolve the unemploy-
ment problem, and he has defiantly adopt-
ed a frugal budget policy (Rossiiskaya 
Gazeta, July 16). In fact, even the carefully 
doctored official statistics show industrial 
output has been contracting for three quar-
ters already, with a 9.4 percent fall in June, 
following a 9.6 decline in May (Kommer-
sant, July 17). The arrival of summer has 
brought some modest revival in domestic 
tourism, but this trend is curtailed by the 
record drop in disposable incomes (Forbes.
ru, July 17). The government concedes that 
its ambitious national projects need a bit of 
correction. However, independent esti-
mates suggest the shocking (and underes-
timated by a half) 15 percent contraction 
of Russia’s GDP in the second quarter does 
not even necessarily mark the lowest point 

in the continuing recession (Nezavisimaya 
Gazeta, July 16).

The main burden of the struggle with 
COVID-19 has been delegated to the 
regions  and, accordingly, regional budgets 
are moving critically into the red (Forbes.
ru, July 16). The shortage of resources 
leaves regional authorities helpless to deal 
with concurrent burning environmental 
problems, like the forest fires in northern 
Khanty-Mansiisk Autonomous Okrug, 
which is experiencing an anomalous heat 
wave (Znak.com, July 16). Numerous Putin-
friendly Russian oligarchs extract huge 
profits from exploiting the natural riches in 
the High North, but their business activities 
regularly disregard the region’s fragile eco-
systems, while they pay little for the result-
ing damage from pollution (Novaya Gazeta, 
July 14; see Eurasia Daily Monitor, June 29, 
July 7). 

Public anger over this predation and 
Moscow’s lack of attention to local prob-
lems has been building for a long time. Yet, 
it has now burst into the open, sparked by 
the arrest of the governor of Khabarovsk 
(Rosbalt, July 16). Sergei Furgal, elected 
head of this Russian Far East oblast in 
September 2018, may indeed have a check-
ered past, but he has been doing a decent 
job in his post, and the federal authorities’ 
demonstrative disregard for the public’s 
electoral choice has triggered a series of 
loud protests (Moscow Echo, July 17).

Mr. Putin cannot act with flexibility in 
such unexpected conflicts because of his fear 
of showing weakness, so he tends to 
respond with forceful measures (Republic.
ru, July 17). Such repressions may work in 
Moscow, where a flash-mob was brutally dis-
persed several days ago by overwhelming 
numbers of anti-riot police. But the security 
services (siloviki) in Khabarovsk have nota-
bly refused to take any action against pro-
testers so far, merely warning the gathered 
crowds of the high risk of coronavirus 
infection (Nezavisimaya Gazeta, July 16). 

The state-controlled TV and radio have 
remained silent about the demonstrations. 
But the information has been spreading 
online, over social networks and indepen-
dent media, and the regime has proven 
unable to stop this explosion of communi-
cation (Sibreal.org, July 18). Crude pres-
sure on journalists, exemplified by the 
arrest of Ivan Safronov on charges of espio-
nage, compels even the mainstream media 
to show solidarity and defend its integrity 
(Carnegie.ru, July 13; see EDM, July 9).

The diminishing effectiveness of such 
repressions is also evident in neighboring 
Belarus, where long-ruling President 
Alyaksandr Lukashenka is encountering a 
powerful public counter-mobilization in 
the forthcoming presidential elections, 
which should have been habitually manip-
ulated (Moscow Echo, June 14). His silovi-
ki have resolutely jailed all alternative can-
didates (see EDM, June 23, July 1, 14), but 
their wives and staffers are united in one 
team and keep fighting against all odds 
(Novaya Gazeta, July 17). 

Mr. Putin may have mixed feelings about 
the maverick Belarusian ruler, but he can-
not begin to imagine the consequences of a 
probable regime failure, so he might accept 
Mr. Lukashenka’s invitation to visit Minsk 
(RBC, July 17). The opportunity to extract 
concessions and advance Mr. Putin’s long-
cherished project of pulling Belarus closer 
to Russia in the old construct of the “union 
state” might look appealing, but any sign of 

Crisis in Russia deepens and spreads,
but Vladimir Putin remains in denial
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Correction
Due to a technical error in the story 

“Community activities continue online and 
in person” (July 19), it was incorrectly stat-
ed that the Ukrainian Institute of America 
(UIA) hosted the Ukrainian Village Voices 
online event “Single Release: Kupala 
Songs.” The event was hosted indepen-
dently by Ukrainian Village Voices. (Continued on page 4)
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NEWS ANALYSIS: Ukraine to decide whether to buy U.S. LNG

U.S. threatens sanctions on Nord Stream 2 as Russia moves to complete pipeline

by Mateusz Kubiak
Eurasia Daily Monitor

Back on May 27, the Ukrainian govern-
ment preliminarily approved the text of a 
memorandum on the prospects for import-
ing liquefied natural gas (LNG) from the 
United States. The document must still be 
signed by the Ukrainian side and the U.S. 
company involved, the Lafayette-based 
Louisiana Natural Gas Exports (LNGE). The 
agreement reportedly envisages supplies of 
5.5 billion cubic meters (bcm) of natural gas 
annually, for the period of 20 years (112.ua, 
June 15). Such volumes, however, will 
require additional gas infrastructure expan-
sion in the region and, thus, may not happen 
earlier than in a few years. Another stum-
bling block is the fact that Ukraine’s Naftohaz 
appears to be objecting to the U.S.-proposed 
pricing formula (Interfax, June 10).

The idea of Ukraine purchasing LNG 
supplies from the United States is not new: 
the very first U.S. cargo of the liquefied 
energy source was delivered to the Kyiv-
based importer ERU Trading, via Poland, as 
early as June 2017 (Eru.com.ua, June 26, 
2017). Moreover, Poland, Ukraine and the 
United States signed a separate trilateral 
memorandum on cooperation on LNG sales 
back in 2019 (Premier.gov.pl, August 31, 
2019). However, the whole process appears 

to have gained additional momentum in the 
past several months, as talks moved on 
from general discussions to the more 
detailed negotiations over the framework 
of the future cooperation.

The initial signal came in March of this 
year, when Ukraine’s deputy minister of 
energy and environmental protection, 
Konstantyn Chyzhyk, announced that 
Ukraine had already signed a letter of 
intent with Louisiana Natural Gas Exports 
(Interfax, March 13). The news was since 
confirmed two more times: first, on May 
27, when the above-mentioned text of the 
memorandum on U.S. LNG imports to 
Ukraine was preliminary approved by the 
government, and then again in mid-June, 
when LNGE’s CEO, Ben Blanchett, gave two 
interviews to the Ukrainian media.

According to Mr. Blanchett, talks 
between the U.S. and Ukrainian sides are 
still ongoing; however, the core of a possi-
ble long-term agreement has already been 
decided. Namely, U.S. deliveries of LNG for 
Ukraine are to be set for a 20-year period 
and will begin, at the earliest, in 2023. 
Annual supplies, amounting to as much as 
5.5 bcm, will be delivered via Poland (Liga.
net, June 15).

The key element of the proposed deal is 
to secure gas infrastructure expansion in 
Poland and Ukraine, which remains a nec-

essary condition to actually enable regular, 
large-scale supplies of the U.S.-produced 
natural gas to Ukrainian customers. For 
now, there is no free regasification capacity 
in Poland (despite the ongoing expansion 
of the Świnoujście LNG terminal), as all of 
the existing and to-be-brought-online 
capacities are already booked by Poland’s 
energy giant PGNiG (Polskielng.pl, May 29). 
Moreover, the preexisting gas interconnec-
tor between Poland and Ukraine is not suf-
ficient either; its capacity is only 2 bcm per 
year, and flows can currently only move in 
one direction, to Ukraine.

What LNGE offers is to fully finance the 
construction of a new gas interconnector 
between the two Central and Eastern 
European countries. For this purpose, the 
U.S. company is willing to invest around 
$300 million. Furthermore, the Louisiana 
gas producer is considering financing the 
“expansion of Polish regasification capaci-
ties” (Liga.net, June 15). LNGE has, to date, 
not elaborated on that latter point, howev-
er. Therefore, it remains unknown whether 
the company would like to see the further 
expansion of the Świnoujście LNG terminal 
(not confirmed if feasible) or to participate 
in the proposed 4 bcm floating storage 
regasification unit (FSRU) terminal project 
in Gdańsk (to be brought online by Poland’s 
GAZ-SYSTEM by the end of 2025) 

(Offshore-energy.biz, May 6, 2019).
Leaving aside the technical constraints 

mentioned above, the second main difficul-
ty will be agreeing to a pricing formula 
between the Americans and the Ukrainians. 
LNGE’s Mr. Blanchett has already described 
his firm’s proposed model, indicating that 
the U.S. LNG price would be indexed to the 
Henry Hub natural gas price, which should 
make it competitive against spot supplies 
from the European TTF hub (112.ua, Liga.
net, June 15, 2020). This scheme and its 
underlying assumptions as to competitive-
ness, however, are being questioned by 
some of LNGE’s Ukrainian counterparts.

Naftohaz’s newly appointed COO, Otto 
Waterlander, has notably pointed to the 
inherent economic risk of a 20-year con-
tract with no direct link to natural gas pric-
es in Europe (Interfax, June 10). Naftohaz’s 
CEO, Andriy Kobolyev, has openly posi-
tioned himself as “skeptical” over the 
LNGE-proposed deal (Censor.net.ua, June 
18). It remains to be seen whether lobbying 
efforts by Naftohaz will ultimately influence 
government officials in Kyiv to sour on the 
deal with the U.S. supplier of LNG.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

RFE/RL

WASHINGTON – The United States has 
threatened to sanction any individual or 
company helping Russia build a controver-
sial natural gas pipeline to Germany as the 
Kremlin moves to complete the last kilome-
ters of the nearly $11 billion project.

“Get out now – or risk the consequenc-
es,” U.S. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo 
said July 15 during a press conference in 

Washington announcing the new sanction 
guidelines for the Nord Stream 2 pipeline.

The State Department essentially 
removed language that excluded the pipe-
line from the powerful Countering 
America’s Adversaries Through Sanctions 
Act (CAATSA), which was passed in 2017.

Unable to use CAATSA, the United States 
in December passed legislation to sanction 
any vessel laying underwater pipes for the 
Nord Stream 2 pipeline, forcing Swiss-

Quotable notes
“The Russian occupation armies have once again violated all moral and humani-

tarian norms and opened fire on three servicemen that were evacuating the body of 
a fallen Ukrainian hero who was killed by an IED on July 13 near Zaitseve.

“Receiving a confirmation of a ceasefire, the evacuation group, wearing white hel-
mets and identifying insignia, was a few meters away from the body of the fallen sol-
dier. At this time, the enemy opened fire on the group. The group retreated, but a bat-
tlefield medic hurried to help a wounded soldier. At this time, the enemy opened fire 
with grenade launchers and high-caliber machine guns. As a result, a military medic 
was killed, and two soldiers were wounded.

“The despicable murder of a medic who was wearing all necessary identifying 
insignia is another confirmation that the Russian occupation forces have no intention 
of adhering to any international norms.”

– Report by Ukraine’s Ministry of Defense on the killing of a Ukrainian medic in the 
occupied Donbas.

*  *  *
“We are deeply saddened by the reported killing yesterday of a Ukrainian military 

medic near Zaitseve. We join the people of Ukraine in condemning the ongoing, bru-
tal aggression of Russia-led forces in the Donbas and pay tribute to the heroism of 
the many Ukrainians who have lost their lives and suffered injuries in brave service 
to their democracy.”

– Statement by the U.S. Embassy to Ukraine on July 14 regarding the killing of a 
Ukrainian medic in the Donbas.

Ukrainian National Information Service

WASHINGTON – The United States has 
been without a full-fledged ambassador to 
Ukraine since May 2019, and this past May 
President Donald Trump nominated Lt. 
Gen. Keith Dayton (ret.) to be the next U.S. 
envoy in Kyiv.

Mr. Dayton is a retired lieutenant general 
of the U.S. Army and currently serves as the 
director of the George C. Marshall Center in 
Germany. His 40-year career has included 
positions within the Defense Intelligence 
Agency and as defense attaché at the U.S. 
Embassy in Moscow. 

As is customary in ambassadorial nomi-
nation processes, the nominee must undergo 
a hearing before the Senate Foreign Rela-
tions Committee. Though a date for the hear-
ing hasn’t been scheduled, the Ukrainian 
Congress Committee of America (UCCA) ini-
tiated a letter to the chairman and ranking 
member of the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee, Sens. James Risch (R-Idaho) and 
Robert Menendez (D-N.J.), respectively, to 
express the Ukrainian community’s support 
for the lieutenant general’s nomination. 

“Ukraine’s sovereignty and territorial 
integrity clearly serve U.S. national inter-
ests,” writes the UCCA in its July 13 letter. “It 
is vital to uphold and strengthen the strate-
gic partnership which exists between the 

United States and Ukraine. While diplomacy 
is the key to successfully implementing a 
mutually beneficial dialogue, it is unfortu-
nate that Ukraine has been without a U.S. 
ambassador for a lengthy period of time.”

The UCCA thanked the chairman and 
ranking member for their continued sup-
port for Ukraine-related issues in the U.S. 
Senate, including a Russia-sanctions 
regime, support for non-recognition of the 
illegal Crimean annexation, defensive mili-
tary support for Ukraine and financial 
assistance to Ukraine as it undergoes nec-
essary economic reforms. 

The UCCA’s letter to the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee leaders concludes: 
“Chairman Risch and Ranking Member 
Menendez, the Ukrainian community 
endorses the administration’s nomination 
of Gen. Dayton and seeks your support in 
expediting the nomination process. Once 
again, the Ukrainian Congress Committee 
of America is truly grateful for your con-
stant support for the territorial integrity 
and sovereignty of Ukraine, free from all 
forms of foreign aggression.”

Additional information regarding the 
Senate nomination process will be moni-
tored and reported by the Ukrainian 
National Information Service (UNIS), the 
Washington-based public affairs bureau of 
the UCCA.

UCCA submits letter of support
to Senate Foreign Relations Committee

based Allseas to quit the project with just 
about 160 kilometers remaining.

The pipeline, which consists of two par-
allel lines running under the Baltic Sea, is a 
combined 1,230 kilometers in length.

Russia is now trying to use its own ves-
sels to finish Nord Stream 2 after receiving 
permission from Denmark earlier this 
month. The unfinished portion of the pipe-
line lies in Denmark’s economic waters.

However, the Russian ship would still 
need to use the services of Western compa-
nies, such as port facilities and insurance, 
giving the United States the potential to 
hamper their efforts.

CAATSA allowed Congress to sanction 
Russian energy export pipelines but con-
tained guidance put in by Secretary 
Pompeo’s predecessor, Rex Tillerson, that 
grandfathered in Nord Stream 2 and the 
second leg of TurkStream, which runs 
under the Black Sea to Turkey.

Mr. Pompeo said the State Department is 
updating the public guidance for CAATSA 
authorities to include the two Russian-led 
projects, which he described as “Kremlin 
tools” to expand European dependence on 
Russian energy supplies and undermine 
Ukraine.

Mr. Pompeo was to visit Denmark on 
July 22 to discuss the pipeline, among other 
issues.

Nord Stream 2 would pump up to 55 bil-
lion cubic meters of natural gas to Germany 
annually upon its completion, doubling the 
European nation’s import of Russian gas.

The project enables Moscow to signifi-
cantly reduce natural gas shipments 
through Ukraine, which currently earns bil-
lions of dollars annually in transit fees.

“They are winding up and laying the 
ground for the imposition of additional 

(Continued on page 5)
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defined the foundations of economic independence, the 
independent banking, financial, customs, tax systems, the 
right to form a state budget, to have our own currency. On 
this basis, Ukraine’s economic progress is being formed,” 
he said.

Mr. Shmyhal said he is convinced that the power of this 
document over the years will give Ukraine a boost for 
development, and an opportunity for Ukrainians to be 
among the world leaders.

“We must all work for the good of Ukraine. I call on 
everyone to unite in thoughts and actions,” the prime min-
ister stressed.

Leonid Kravchuk, the president of Ukraine in 1991-
1994, noted that the Declaration of State Sovereignty had 
been adopted at a difficult time for the country, and the 
document had responded to all the challenges of that time.

“People were looking for answers, they wanted to know 
how we would live on… The Declaration of Sovereignty of 
Ukraine paved the way forward,” he said, adding that 

Soviet politicians obstructed the establishment of 
Ukraine’s independence.

Mr. Kravchuk observed that a new generation of 
Ukrainians had grown up since then, creating modern 
Ukraine. 

He also called for preventing anyone from interfering in 
the internal affairs of the state and for ending internal 
strife. “I appeal to you with a great request: stop shaking 
the flywheel of strife in society and in the Verkhovna Rada 
itself. I look at all the discord and often think: is it really a 
search for a better way, or is it a search for the shortest way 
to power through populism and all sorts of ugliness?”

Mr. Kravchuk also noted the importance of political cul-
ture. He warned against confrontation between the elites of 
the center and the country’s regions, as well as against the 
contempt of government officials for the laws of Ukraine.

The first president of independent Ukraine said he is 
convinced that the Ukrainian state will win if it relies on its 
history, freedom and human rights, national values, etc.

Zelenskyy calls for “true unity” of Ukraine on 30th anniversary of Declaration of State Sovereignty
Presidential Office of Ukraine

KYIV – President Volodymyr Zelenskyy took part in a 
solemn session of the Verkhovna Rada on the occasion of 
the 30th anniversary of the adoption of the Declaration of 
State Sovereignty of Ukraine.

The July 16 event was also attended by the head of the 
Presidential Office, Andriy Yermak; the chairman of the 
Verkhovna Rada, Dmytro Razumkov; former Presidents of 
Ukraine Leonid Kravchuk, Viktor Yushchenko and Petro 
Poroshenko; Prime Minister Denys Shmyhal; members of 
the Cabinet of Ministers, national deputies of the first and 
ninth convocations of the Rada; heads of the judiciary; 
heads of diplomatic missions of foreign states; heads of 
missions of international organizations accredited in 
Ukraine; media representatives and other guests.

The Veryovka Choir performed the national anthem of 
Ukraine. Afterwards, a documentary film about the events 
related to the adoption of the Declaration of State 
Sovereignty on July 16, 1990, was shown in the session hall 
of the Parliament.

The attendees of the solemn session honored the mem-
ory of deceased deputies of the first convocation with a 
moment of silence.

In his speech on the occasion of the 30th anniversary of 
the Declaration of State Sovereignty, President Zelenskyy 
noted that the document had become a fundamental one 
for the creation of the Ukrainian state. “The declaration 
brought closer the victory of Ukrainians in the centuries-
old struggle for a free and independent state,” he said.

He emphasized that, for the sixth year in a row, 
Ukrainians have been defending their sovereignty from 
Russian aggression, and paying the highest price. He com-
mented that the entire civilized world recognizes that 
Ukraine is doing everything to achieve a cherished and fair 
peace, where the state sovereignty of Ukraine “prevails in 
reality, not on paper.”

“We lost part of our territory. We lost our people. And, 
unfortunately, we cannot bring back the dead. But we must 
return all our territories. Restore faith in truth and justice. 
So that what our heroes died for never turns out to be use-
less. I am convinced that we, Ukrainians, have a chance to 
achieve this only in one case – if we all unite. Just like 30 
years ago,” the president stated.

Mr. Zelenskyy called on the national deputies of the 
Rada’s current convocation to preserve the state sover-
eignty of Ukraine won by their predecessors, and to pro-
tect it “both from external enemies and from internal quar-
rels.” He underscored the need to abandon quarrels, 
manipulations and political games, as well as to stop 
“dividing Ukrainians into power or opposition, left or right, 
red or blue.”

“I will incessantly call for a true unity. Because our 
strength and victory is in it. Because Ukraine is in it,” Mr. 
Zelenskyy said.

“We need to stop being politicians. It’s time to become 
statesmen. People who have not a big appetite, but a big 
dream – about a united, strong and invincible Ukraine. This 
is my dream. And my goal. I am sure it is yours, too,” the 
president summed up.

Prime Minister Shmyhal noted that the Declaration of 
State Sovereignty defined the foundations of the state, 
political and economic system of Ukraine. “The declaration 

President Volodymyr Zelenskyy addresses the Rada’s special ceremonial session.
Former President Leonid Kravchuk speaks during the 30th anniversary celebration 

of Ukraine’s state sovereignty.

Presidential Office of Ukraine

The scene during the solemn session of the Verkhovna Rada on the occasion of the 30th anniversary of the adoption 
of the Declaration of State Sovereignty of Ukraine.

subjugation could give a new boost to the protest vote and 
render Mr. Lukashenka’s position even more precarious 
(Nezavisi maya Gazeta, July 16).

Faking self-confidence may be useful politically, but Mr. 
Putin’s all-too-apparent fiasco in providing leadership on 
fighting the coronavirus pandemic exacerbates public 
resentment at his indifference to the outbursts of discon-
tent in Russia as well as in Belarus. Instead of granting him 
a resounding victory, his revision of the Constitution and 
removal of any prospect of a leadership transition for the 

next decade or more has polarized the population and 
added new fault-lines to the evolving crisis. The order to 
start “sudden” large-scale military drills in the Western and 
Southern military districts may be routine; but in the cur-
rent charged atmosphere, it acquires an ominous character 
(RIA Novosti, July 17). The swing from fake non-concern 
and denial to overreaction and a desperate resort to vio-
lent measures could be fast indeed. Mr. Putin sought to 
extend his rule indefinitely; but he may yet cut his time 
shockingly short.

The article above is reprinted from Eurasia Daily Monitor 
with permission from its publisher, the Jamestown 
Foundation, www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 2)
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Netherlands takes Russia to European rights court over MH17 downing
RFE/RL

The Dutch government is taking Russia 
to the European Court of Human Rights for 
its alleged role in the downing of Malaysia 
Airlines passenger Flight 17 (MH17) over 
eastern Ukraine in 2014.

Dutch Foreign Minister Stef Blok said 
July 10 that the move is designed to sup-
port individual cases filed by relatives of 
some of the victims at the Strasbourg-
based court.

“By taking this course of action the gov-
ernment is offering maximum support to 
these individual cases,” the Foreign 
Ministry said in a statement.

MH17 was shot down on its way from 
Amsterdam to Kuala Lumpur by a Russian-

made Buk surface-to-air missile fired from 
territory controlled by Moscow-backed 
separatists in the east of Ukraine. Nearly 
two-thirds of the 298 victims were Dutch 
nationals.

By launching an inter-state case against 
Russia, the Dutch government will share 
“all available and relevant information 
about the downing of Flight MH17” with 
the European court to support individual 
cases filed against Russia, the Foreign 
Ministry said.

The relatives of at least 65 Dutch victims 
in 2018 filed a complaint at the Strasbourg-
based court.

“As a government, we have information, 
evidence, that leads us to the conclusion of 
the involvement of the Russian Federation,” 

Mr. Blok told the Associated Press. “Of 
course, the relatives themselves do not 
have all this information, so we can help 
them by starting this procedure.”

Moscow has denied any involvement in 
the conflict in parts of eastern Ukraine and 
has offered several possible theories about 
how MH17 was blown out of the sky, 
including that it was shot down by a 
Ukrainian Air Force jet or by Ukrainian 
ground forces using a Buk system.

Separately, a Dutch court in The Hague is 
also hearing a case against four suspects in 
the 2014 downing of the aircraft.

Following a six-year international 
investigation, prosecutors have argued 
that the aircraft was shot down by a 
Russian-made Buk anti-aircraft system 

fired by Russia-backed separatist fighters 
who had acquired it from a Russian mili-
tary base on the border between the two 
countries.

The four suspects – Russians Sergei 
Dubinsky, Oleg Pulatov, and Igor Girkin, 
and Ukrainian Leonid Kharchenko – are 
being tried in absentia for involvement in 
the tragedy.

With reporting by AFP, AP and Reuters.
Copyright 2020, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 

with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/netherlands-takes-
russia-to-european-rights-court-over-mh17-
downing/30719884.html).

The Ukrainian World Congress released 
the following statement on July 17.

Over the past six years, the Russian 
Federation has harbored the criminals 
responsible for the killing of 298 innocent 
civilians on July 17, 2014, when Malaysia 
Airlines Flight 17 (MH17) travelling from 
Amsterdam to Kuala Lumpur was shot 
down over Ukrainian territory by a 
Russian-controlled missile system. Despite 
persistent efforts by the Kremlin to dis-
credit  the f indings of  the Joint 
Investigation Team (JIT) tasked with 
determining the cause of the disaster, the 
overwhelming evidence gathered confirms 
that culpability for this crime lies with the 
Russian Federation.

The JIT, with representatives from the 
Netherlands, Belgium, Australia, Ukraine 
and Malaysia, concluded that MH17 was 
downed as a result of an exploding missile 

fired from a Russian-controlled Buk mis-
sile system positioned in a farm field near 
the settlement of Pervomaiske on territory 
under the control of occupying Russian 
military forces. The JIT also confirmed that 
the Buk missile system used in the attack 
was delivered to Ukraine from the Russian 
Federation and following the crash was 
returned to Russia, both conclusions being 
supported by both American and 
European data and open-source intelli-
gence.

Despite these findings, on the sixth 
anniversary of this criminal act of terror-
ism against innocent civilians, Russia con-
tinues to deny its responsibility for this 
tragedy. Kremlin maintains a fervent disin-
formation campaign with the goal of sow-
ing doubt about the validity of the JIT find-
ings while attempting to transfer the 
blame to Ukraine and its authorities. From 
the very start of the investigation, Russia 

has unashamedly promoted its version of 
events, including accusations that Ukraine 
shot down the plane, and discrediting the 
findings based on the JIT. Furthermore, on 
July 30, 2015, Russia vetoed a draft resolu-
tion of the U.N. Security Council on the 
establishment of an international tribunal 
to prosecute the perpetrators of the MH17 
catastrophe.

On March 9, 2020, the District Court of 
The Hague began the long-awaited crimi-
nal trial of four individuals suspected of 
downing MH17. This will be an important 
step in bringing the perpetrators to justice. 
However, the international community 
must also bring to justice Russia’s 
President Vladimir Putin and his opera-
tives for this heinous act of terrorism 

which they oversaw and directed.
“We are confident that the truth will be 

uncovered but question whether justice 
will be served. The top Russian political 
and military commanders who gave the 
order to shoot down MH17 must face 
criminal responsibility, and the Russian 
Federation must be held accountable to 
pay reparations to the victims’ families,” 
stated Paul Grod. “The Ukrainian World 
Congress and the global Ukrainian com-
munity stand in remembrance and solidar-
ity with the families and friends of the vic-
tims of the MH17 disaster on the sixth 
anniversary of this act of terrorism as the 
quest for justice continues. May the memo-
ry of the victims be eternal and such a 
tragedy never happen again.”

FOR THE RECORD: Quest for justice continues: MH17 six years later

sanctions if Russia attempts to deploy its 
pipe-laying vessels,” said Dan Vajdic, an 
adviser to Ukraine’s state-owned energy 
firm Naftogaz, which lobbied Washington 
to impose more sanctions.

The United States is seeking to export 
more natural gas to Europe while helping 
Eastern and Central Europe develop the 
necessary infrastructure to reduce their 
dependence on Russian oil and gas.

Congress last year approved up to $1 bil-
lion in financing for energy infrastructure 
projects in the region.

James Carafano, a national security and 
foreign policy fellow at The Heritage 
Foundation, told a congressional hearing 
on July 14 that the completion of Nord 
Stream 2 would destroy the economic 
rationale for such U.S.-backed projects.

The State Department has denied that 
the threat of new sanctions against Nord 
Stream 2 and TurkStream are designed to 
help U.S. exporters of natural gas.

Nonetheless, State Department spokes-
woman Morgan Ortagus told RFE/RL in an 
interview that Russia and Gazprom are in a 
“difficult position” to be able to finish Nord 
Stream 2.

“Companies basically have to choose – 
you can do business with the Russians and 
Gazprom, or you can do business with the 
United States. We think that companies will 
make the decision that it is more lucrative 
to do business with the United States,” she 
said.

Sen. Ted Cruz (R-Texas) urged Congress 
to give the White House more firepower to 
stop Nord Stream 2 by passing legislation 
that would impose more sanctions on the 
pipeline, including on insurance and certifi-
cation companies.

“The Kremlin will no doubt continue its 
frantic efforts to circumvent American 
sanctions, and so it is imperative that 
Congress provide the administration the 
broadest possible authorities to counter 
these ever-changing attempts at evasion,” 
he said in a statement.

Sen. Cruz’s home state of Texas is the 
largest producer of natural gas in the 
United States and a key energy exporter.

Copyright 2020, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/u-s-threatens -to-
expand-sanctions-on-nord-stream-2-as-rus-
sia-moves-to-complete-pipeline/307 28812.
html).

(Continued from page 3)
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Six years after the tragic downing of Malaysia Airlines Flight 17 (MH17), Russia 
continues to deny it was responsible for the murders of 298 innocent people – civil-
ian passengers and crew – on a commercial flight heading over Ukrainian territory 
from Amsterdam to Kuala Lumpur. 

As the jet was flying over territory occupied by Russian and Russian-backed forc-
es on July 17, 2014, it was shot down by a Russian Buk missile. That was the conclu-
sion released in 2018 by the Joint Investigative Team (JIT), which also underscored 
that the Buk had come from Russia, from a military base in Kursk, and that the sur-
face-to-air missile belonged to the 53rd Anti-Aircraft Missile Brigade. Readers will 
recall that the JIT is composed of officials from Australia, Belgium, Malaysia and the 
Netherlands, whose citizens were passengers on MH17, and Ukraine, on whose ter-
ritory the downing occurred. The Dutch lead the JIT, as almost two-thirds of the vic-
tims were Dutch nationals.

As it did in 2018 at the time the JIT announced its findings, Russia denies any 
involvement in this deadly episode. And that’s despite the fact that three Russian 
officers and one Ukrainian “separatist” stand charged with involvement in MH17’s 
downing – more precisely, with arranging for the Buk system used to shoot it down – 
and are now standing trial, in absentia, at The Hague in proceedings that began in 
early March of this year. In April, the investigative website Bellingcat identified a key 
figure in the case: Col. Gen. Andrey Burlaka from the FSB is said to have been “in a 
crucial position to supervise the movement of weapons from Russia to Ukraine, and 
thus would have had to authorize the transfer of the Russian Buk missile launcher.”

In addition, this month the Dutch government announced it is taking Russia to the 
European Court of Human Rights for its role in the shootdown. By launching the case, 
the Dutch said they will share “all available and relevant information about the down-
ing” with the court to support individual cases filed by victims’ families against Russia.

Meanwhile, Russia maintains that the investigation and the trial at the Hague are 
biased and politically motivated, and designed to “achieve political goals,” as Russia’s 
Foreign Affairs Minister Sergei Lavrov said back in 2018. Moreover, Russia continues 
its disinformation campaign aimed at undermining the validity of the JIT’s findings.

On July 17, the U.S. Embassy in Ukraine extended condolences to the families and 
friends of the 298 civilians who lost their lives aboard MH17 and in a post on 
Facebook said: “We call on Russia to cooperate fully with the investigation & efforts 
to establish accountability, in line with UNSC [United Nations Security Council] 
Resolution 2166.”

Here in the United States, the president of the Ukrainian Congress Committee of 
America, Andriy Futey, commented “The downing of MH17 is an egregious example 
of the Kremlin’s disregard for innocent life. Righteousness must be delivered for the 
victims of this horrible tragedy.” Ukrainian World Congress President Paul Grod, who 
is based in Toronto, wrote: “We are confident that the truth will be uncovered but 
question whether justice will be served. The top Russian political and military com-
manders who gave the order to shoot down M17 must face criminal responsibility, 
and the Russian Federation must be held accountable to pay reparations to the vic-
tims’ families.” 

But the reality is this: Dutch Foreign Affairs Minister Stef Blok in 2018 expressed 
his disappointment that Russia would not acknowledge the “irrefutable evidence” in 
the MH17 case and commented that, “So far, Russian authorities don’t show the 
slightest interest in achieving truth, justice and accountability.” Now, two years later, 
and six years after the murderous act, there isn’t the slightest sign that Russia has 
changed its tune. For that criminal intransigence, it deserves the international com-
munity’s condemnation.

The Ukrainian Weekly

Ten years ago, on July 28, 2010, Ukraine marked the com-
memoration of St. Volodymyr the Great, grand-prince of Kyiv-
Rus’, and the baptism of Kyiv-Rus’-Ukraine in 988.

More than 10,000 faithful of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church – 
Kyiv Patriarchate (UOC-KP), as it was called, now absorbed as 
part of the Orthodox Church of Ukraine, held a procession 

through Kyiv from St. Volodymyr Cathedral to the monument to St. Prince Volodymyr that 
overlooks the Dnipro River and concluded with a moleben service.

The commemoration was marred by several moves of the authorities, then under 
President Viktor Yanukovych. Many of the faithful from both eastern and western Ukraine 
were prevented from traveling to Kyiv to participate. “They threatened to confiscate trans-
port licenses and create other ‘unpleasantries,’ ” the UOC-KP press service stated. “We saw 
mass refusals of transporters from fulfilling trips, which were secured in advance. Local 
government officials insistently ‘didn’t recommend’ the clergy of the Kyiv Patriarchate 
from traveling to Kyiv on July 28.”

However, Russian Orthodox Patriarch Kirill, who awarded Mr. Yanukovych the St. 
Prince Vladimir Order – among the Church’s highest honors – was allowed to host com-
memorative events at St. Sophia Cathedral and the Kyiv-Pecherska Lavra (Kyiv Monastery 
of the Caves), which is a UNESCO World Heritage site.

Political science professor Olexiy Haran of the National University of Kyiv Mohyla 
Academy, said: “Kirill is acting as a politician above all, not as a clergyman. This visit is 
occurring within the ‘maloros’ model and the Russian-Ukrainian relations being built by 
President Yanukovych.”

The Russian patriarch’s visit was marked not only by the crowds who came to show sup-
port, but also by the largest demonstration of those who opposed it, underscoring the politi-
cal as well as religious nature of the visit. Just 12 days prior to the visit, the Kyiv City Council 
voted to rename the stretch of Ivan Mazepa Street in front of the monastery as Lavra Street. 

(Hetman Mazepa was anathematized by Russian Tsar Peter I and the Russian Orthodox 

July
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Turning the pages back...

The statement below was released by the 
Ukrainian World Congress on July 15.

The Ukrainian World Congress (UWC) 
shares the concerns of civil society and the 
global Ukrainian community about 
increased systemic pressure on the 
Ukrainian language as the one state lan-
guage. In particular, the UWC strongly 
opposes “Russification” proposals included 
in the provocative draft law №2362 which 
bring a potential divide in Ukrainian society.

The UWC consistently emphasizes the 
importance of establishing Ukrainian as the 
only official state language and the need to 
strengthen its position in education and 
other areas. It is the language that unites 
the Ukrainian world and fosters the 
upbringing of new generations of conscious 
Ukrainians, both in Ukraine and in the dias-
pora. The Ukrainian World Congress reso-
lutely condemns any attempt to weaken 
the position of Ukrainian as the only state 

language and opposes the politicization of 
the language issue.

We warn the Ukrainian authorities and 
representatives of all political forces 
against playing into the hands of our com-
mon enemy – the Russian occupier. The 
UWC also warns against using language 
policy issues in the inter-party election 
campaign.

“Language is the basis for state-building 
and security of the Ukrainian nation. Many 
generations of Ukrainians have fought for 
the right to speak their native language in 
their native land, and today the defenders 
of Ukraine are giving their lives for this 
right. Systemic attacks on the state lan-
guage threaten the united identity of the 
Ukrainian nation and open the door to the 
‘Russkiy Mir,’ ” stated Paul Grod, UWC presi-
dent. “We must remember that the protec-
tion and support of the Ukrainian language 
today is part of the national security of our 
tomorrow.”

The following statement was released by 
the Ukrainian Canadian Congress on July 16.

The Ukrainian Canadian Congress (UCC) 
joins Ukraine’s civil society, and all con-
cerned citizens in Ukraine in condemning 
draft bill No. 2362, scheduled to be voted 
on tomorrow by Ukraine’s Parliament. The 
draft bill’s adoption would undermine 
Ukrainian-language education and the con-
tinued development of Ukrainian as the 
sole state language of Ukraine.

The UCC joins Ukraine’s Ombudsman 
for the Protection of the State Language 
Taras Kre min in calling on all members of 
Ukraine’s Parliament to reject this danger-
ous legislation.

“Draft bill No. 2362 is an underhanded 
attempt to re-install the policy of 
Russification in Ukraine, which for centu-
ries denied the Ukrainian people the right 
to speak and work in their own language,” 
stated Alexandra Chyczij, national presi-
dent of the UCC. “The Ukrainian language is 
a fundamental and foundational base of an 
independent Ukrainian state, and under-
mining its continued development serves 

only the interests of Russia – which has 
been waging a war of aggression against 
Ukraine for over six years. The UCC calls on 
all members of Ukraine’s Parliament to 
reject this legislation.”

Draft Bill No. 2362, authored by Servant 
of the People MP Maksym Buzhansky, 
would, if adopted, delay the transition to 
Ukrainian-language education in Russian-
language schools in Ukraine for Grade 
5-11 students, scheduled for this coming 
September, to 2023. The bill, if adopted, 
would also foresee the teaching of 40-60 
percent of subjects in the Russian lan-
guage in minority-language schools, past 
2023.

Draft Bill No. 2362 was put on the order 
paper for a vote in Ukraine’s Parliament at 
the request of Oleksandr Kornienko, first 
deputy head of the Servant of the People 
faction. Dmytro Razumkov, elected speaker 
of Parliament by the Servant of the People 
single-party majority, agreed to include the 
legislation in the order of business, despite 
the bill’s rejection by the Parliamentary 
Committee on Humanitarian and Informa-
tional Policy on June 17.

The statement below was released by the 
New York-based National Office of the 
Ukrainian Congress Committee of America 
on July 16.

Following the launch of an advocacy 
campaign in 2018, over 63 airports world-
wide as well major media organizations 
such as the BBC, The Washington Post and 
The New York Times adopted the use of the 
Ukrainian transliteration “Kyiv” for the cap-
ital of Ukraine. In 2019, the Embassy of 
Ukraine in the United States announced 
that the United States Board on Geographic 
Names had also adopted the Ukrainian lan-
guage-based spelling of Kyiv at the request 
of the Embassy, the United States 
Department of State, the Congressional 
Ukrainian Caucus and the largest represen-

tation of Ukrainians in America, the 
Ukrainian Congress Committee of America 
(UCCA).

Just last month, the McDonald’s Corp. 
announced a companywide shift in policy 
in Ukraine to conduct “all official documen-
tation, advertising communication, com-
munication on social networks, informa-
tion on the website… in the state 
(Ukrainian) language,” adding that the 
Ukrainian language is also a priority in 
communicating with customers.

In contrast to these positive develop-
ments, Ukraine’s enemies have renewed 
their assault on Ukraine’s native language 
in the land of its birth. Rather than drawing 
on the wealth of Ukrainian culture and cel-

UWC condemns attacks
on Ukrainian language

UCC statement in defense 
of Ukrainian language education

UCCA statement on the status
of the Ukrainian language in Ukraine

(Continued on page 15)

MH17: Six years after…
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(Continued on page 11)
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Dear Editor:

Russia invaded Ukraine in Crimea and in 
the Donbas six years ago.

As a result of Russia’s incessant military 
aggression against Ukraine since then, over 
13,000 individuals have been killed and 
over 30,000 injured in the Donbas, and 
there are currently over 1.5 million inter-
nally displaced persons in Ukraine.

During this military aggression, six years 
ago – on 17 July 17, 2014 – Russian mili-
tary forces downed civilian flight MH17 in 
eastern Ukraine, horrifying the world and 
killing all 283 passengers and 15 crew 
members aboard.

As a result of this heinous crime, nearly 
300 families in the Netherlands, Malaysia, 
Australia, Indonesia, the United Kingdom, 
Germany, Belgium, the Philippines, Canada, 
New Zealand and the United States are still 
mourning the loss of loved ones.

As we pray for all the MH17 victims and 
their grieving families, let us remember 
that Russia’s military aggression in Crimea 
and eastern Ukraine is not only a local 
problem and that the downing of MH17 in 
eastern Ukraine by Russian forces directly 
affected families in 11 other countries in 
the world.

The NGO Ukraine-2050 calls upon the 
international community to keep the mem-
ory of this dark page alive and to provide 
Ukraine all the support it needs to over-
come Russia’s ongoing military aggression 
in order to make this world a safer place to 
live in.

Eugene Czolij
Kyiv

The letter-writer is president of the NGO 
Ukraine-2050, a non-profit organization 
established to help implement, within one 
generation – by 2050, strategies for the sus-
tainable development of Ukraine as a fully 
independent, territorially integral, demo-
cratic, reformed and economically competi-
tive European state.

Dear Editor:

I am writing in response to Andriy 
Semotiuk’s opinion piece about the Black 
Lives Matter movement (June 28-July 5). I 
find it truly amazing that Mr. Semotiuk 
attempts to establish a case for Ukrainian 
Americans/Canadians to rally behind that 
movement based on a parallel history. It is 
clear that Mr. Semotiuk either has no 
understanding of Ukrainian history or is 
simply ignoring one of the most crucial 
aspects of our Ukrainian history.

This article presents an extremely one-
sided view of Black history in America jux-
taposed against a summation of Ukrainian 
history. What it does not present is specific 
mention of the Black Lives Matter move-
ment. This group is attempting to fool and 
strong arm the public into believing that its 
main focus is to obtain social justice for 
Blacks. As a Marxist-Anarchist group, its 
main focus is to destroy the structure of 
Western civilization in the name of Black 
social justice, and replace it with a 
Communist state, not unlike the one we, as 
Ukrainian Americans and Ukrainian 
Canadians, are quite familiar with from our 
tortured relationship with the USSR, and 
Russia. 

Dear Editor:

I give credit to The Weekly for trying to 
present a fair and balanced rationale for 
Ukrainians to support, or not, the Black 
Lives Matter movement (“Opinion,” June 
28/July 5).

However, I find totally delusional Andriy 
Semotiuk’s historical comparisons of the 
centuries-old conflict of Ukraine vs Russia 
with the present-day racially inspired and 
Marxist-driven discord with the African 
American community. He thinks the 
Russians are prejudiced and discriminating 
against the Ukrainians because of “who we 
are” – what a spin!

A more accurate and realistic analysis of 
the present situation in this country is pro-
vided in Jaroslaw Martyniuk’s excellent 
“What do Russia, Antifa and Black Lives 
Matter have in common?” It is well-known 
that the two founders and leaders of BLM 
describe themselves as “trained Marxists.” 
And the Antifa movement and its aims are 
without question Vladimir Putin’s “dream 
come true” – and coincidentally that of 
Bernie Sanders, who said, “We need a polit-
ical revolution.” 

Subverting our government and social 
institutions, stoking racial angst and vio-
lence, causing discord and chaos in the 
European Union and NATO – all this to 
undermine the stability and rule of law in 
this country and the Western world. For 
Putin, for Bernie and the left radicals, this is 
really a “voila” moment. 

Dr. George Baranowskyj
Osprey, Fla.

Russian aggression
is far-reaching

Reaction to opinion piece
on Black Lives Matter

A dream come true
for Putin, Sanders

 LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

GUIDELINES FOR LETTERS 
TO THE EDITOR

Please note our revised guidelines:
The Ukrainian Weekly welcomes let-

ters to the editor that react to articles 
published on its pages. Opinions 
expressed by letter-writers are their 
own and do not necessarily reflect the 
opinions of either The Weekly editorial 
staff or its publisher, the Ukrainian 
National Association.

Letters must be signed (anonymous 
letters are not published). The daytime 
phone number, e-mail address and 
complete mailing address of the letter-
writer must be given for verification 
purposes. 

The length of letters cannot exceed 
250 words. Letters may be edited or 
abridged. The Weekly reserves the right 
to edit for clarity, civility and accuracy.

Letters should be sent to staff@
ukrweekly.com or to The Ukrainian 
Weekly, 2200 Route 10, P.O. Box 280, 
Parsippany, NJ 07054.

Mr. Semotiuk should be embarrassed to 
mention Dr. Martin Luther King, as Dr. King 
really did have a dream to improve the lives 
of Black people within the West. The aims 
of Black Lives Matter are truly the opposite 
and would do nothing to improve this situ-
ation. 

There is nothing that any upstanding 
Ukrainian can or should do to fund a vio-
lent, disruptive and very dangerous group 
like Black Lives Matter.

Dr. Michael Karol
Danbury, Conn.

For me, this is the strangest summer 
ever. After 60-plus years of memorable 
vacations, this one will have to be in our 
backyard. An American passport, which 
until recently opened doors everywhere 
except North Korea and Iran, is now reject-
ed in half the world. Even parts of America 
are off-limits for visitors. For Clevelanders, 
New York state – whether Manhattan or 
Soyuzivka in the Catskills – is off limits. 
Because of the coronavirus, Ohioans, along 
with folks from 30 or more other states, 
are subject to a 14-day quarantine. The 
same is true for tourists to New Jersey and 
Connecticut. There’s no point vacationing 
in Washington, D.C., prior to this a favorite 
destination for us. Just about everything is 
closed. California, Florida, Arizona and 
other states are ravaged by the pandemic 
while suffering 100-plus degree heat every 
day, so we’re not going there. 

Air travel anywhere is risky with 
cramped, crowded space posing a health 
hazard for a septuagenarian like me, par-
ticularly when some passengers choose to 
make a political statement by refusing to 
wear face masks – even Texas Sen. Ted 
Cruz who should know better. He was pho-
tographed on a plane without a mask even 
as his state was recording up to 10,000 
cases a day and stationing refrigerated 
morgue trucks outside hospitals.

And so, we’ll be at home in Rocky River 
– a pleasant suburb on the shores of Lake 
Erie. A nearby park offers bird watching, 
narrow beaches (which we’re avoiding) 
and spectacular sunsets over waters 
stretching a hundred miles west to Toledo 
and from there to the upper lakes, Detroit, 
Chicago and other cities on their shores. 
One of those is Milwaukee, site of the 
scaled back Democratic National 
Convention which we will not be attending, 
nor will most others. We’ll watch it on TV. 
Good luck with the Republican Convention 
in Jacksonville, Fla. 

Truth be told, a backyard vacation with 
Chrystia, my wife of 32 years, is a delightful 
prospect. I’m sure we’ll have plenty of sto-
ries to share over barbecue, libations and a 
pit fireplace. So, it being vacation, please 
allow me to spill over from the discipline of 
a single column and reminisce. A thousand 
words are not enough to review my per-
sonal legacy of 60-plus summers, just 
about all of them spent as a Ukrainian 
American. 

 I’ve been lucky: from first grade in 1954 
to college in 1965, and then teaching in a 
public school (1969-1978), to graduate 
school in 1980 – for a total of 26 years – I 
had the whole summer off (with the excep-
tion of three when I worked in a factory to 
earn money for college.) For nearly 10 
summers in the 1950s and ’60s, I had an 
idyllic July at Plast camps as a participant 
or counselor, with leisurely August days 
following with my Plast brothers, “Vovky,” 
the Wolves, riding our bikes across 
Cleveland, enjoying parks, recreation cen-
ters and swimming pools, coming home 
when the streetlights came on after 9 p.m. 

In the 1970s after college, my play-
ground expanded to Europe, where I had 
six summers backpacking, along with trips 

across America. In 1972, I drove a motorcy-
cle from Cleveland to California. The sum-
mer after, my friend Ihor Suszko and I were 
in Wildwood, N.J., enjoying the beach with 
other Ukrainians and then driving to 
Soyuzivka to continue our lazy East Coast 
trek. A truly memorable summer was 1976 
when I was in a massive crowd, also at 
Soyuzivka, celebrating America’s bicenten-
nial which included a hilarious and memo-
rable play about a fictitious Ukrainian 
Kozak working  on  Gen.  George 
Washington’s staff to help with indepen-
dence. Ten days later, I joined dozens of 
other Ukrainian Americans and Canadians 
at the Montreal Olympics, agitating for 
Soviet Ukraine’s right to participate in the 
Games as an independent country.

After graduate school in 1981, I landed a 
job with my hometown congresswoman, 
Mary Rose Oakar, and the carefree three-
month vacations ended, but the summer 
cycle continued in a new environment. July 
on Capitol Hill is usually a beehive with 
must-pass legislation. A sidebar highlight 
was Captive Nations Week, presided over 
by Ukrainian Congress Committee of 
America President Lev Dobriansky author 
of the legislation and sparkplug for its 
annual commemoration. Members of 
Congress gathered to read canned state-
ments which mainstream media dismissed 
as naïve and irrelevant, and the Soviet 
Embassy denounced as provocative. In the 
perspective of time, this symbolic ritual 
played a big role in systematically, year 
after year, undermining the legitimacy of 
the Soviet Union and ultimately leading to 
its demise. Politically, it might have seemed 
like the geological process which carved 
the Grand Canyon, but it did its work. 
Around the country, there were Captive 
Nations demonstrations echoing those tak-
ing place in the halls of Congress. 

In August, Capitol Hill shuts down, so I 
spent the early ’80s at home in Cleveland, 
looking after our mother, widowed and 
coping with cancer. I’d go to the beach on 
Lake Erie, read books and just be lazy 
while enjoying my mother’s company. She 
died in 1985. 

After the congressional election in 1986, 
when my boss won overwhelmingly, I 
decided to move back to Cleveland to 
straighten out the Ukrainian Museum-
Archives. Within a year, I was hugely 
rewarded, meeting Chrystia at a Plast zaba-
va (dance). We got married a year later and 
soon after had a son and a few years later a 
daughter. And so, for 25 years, our sum-
mers revolved around them, starting with 
“Tabir Ptashat,” a day camp for 3- to 5-year-
olds with their moms/dads at Pysanyi 
Kamin (PK – Painted Rock) in Ohio’s Amish 
country. Later there was the usual age-
appropriate Plast “tabir” near Cleveland, 
Buffalo, Toronto or Montreal, as well as a 
Burlaky-sponsored bike camp in the 
Poconos. There were other Ukrainian 
immersions: the “Kapelia” bandura camp, 
Kashtan dance camp, etc. It would all end 
for us in August with a weeklong family 
gathering at Soyuzivka before the kids 
went back to school. It was a treat each 
summer to re-connect with similarly 
engaged parents, friends we had met at 
summer camp a generation before who 

Summertime in 2020 and in years past

Andrew Fedynsky’s e-mail address is  
afedynsky@gmail.com.

  by Andrew Fedynsky

(Continued on page 10)
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by Stefan Andrusiak

The members of the popular Ukrainian 
Canadian band Rushnychok met for the first 
time in 1969 at the intersection of 
Fairmount and Hutchison streets in 
Montreal. The Ukrainian National Federa-
tion hall is still a stately landmark on the 
northeast corner. From that starting point, 
Rushnychok would travel to where old-
world memories intersected with the 
demands of a new generation. It was at a 
time when fierce loyalties forged by the 
hammer of loss on the anvil of war encoun-
tered a flower-waving youth searching for 
love and peace. Our success would lie in 
appealing to both sets of travelers and 
dancing them across the divide.

*  *  *
My father, Mykola, had invested with 14 

others to build a Montreal restaurant and 
reception hall called La Steppe. He asked 
me one fall day if I would ask some of my 
friends to play at La Steppe’s inaugural 
New Year’s party.

I played drums at weddings with Andrij 
Harasymowycz on guitar, and his older 
brother Youra on accordion. Occasionally, 
my friend Yourko Sztyk would also sit in; he 
would play guitar in our little band on off-
date nights (later he played bass guitar 
with Rushnychok). Then, one night, Youra 
announced he would be stowing his accor-
dion to study dentistry.

I’d heard that Ewhen Osidacz played 
accordion, and that he had a beautiful 
tenor. Ewhen was president of our universi-
ty student arts association at Loyola of 
Montreal (which was affiliated with 
the University of Montreal). One noon 
hour, friends were playing broomball 
over at the sports complex, and I knew 
that Ewhen was their goalie. I watched 
him from the stands. After the game, I 
introduced myself and made my pitch. 

A week or so later, four of us arrived at 
the UNF hall at the agreed-upon hour. 

We all remember playing that New 
Year’s Eve. As night approached morning, 
the crowd wouldn’t leave. The hall manag-
er, Mykola Petrashko, at first motioned to 
extend our sets. The applause seemed 
unending. Ewhen remembers having 
exhausted our songs and repeating them, 
adding, “I don’t think anyone noticed.” The 
revelers cheered: “More, more, more!” No 
one wanted it to end. Finally, Mr. Petrashko 
turned off the electricity to our amplifiers. 
That night, as 1969 welcomed the next 
decade, we sensed that we would play 
again soon, and often.

*  *  *
Rushnychok wasn’t the first band to be 

called “the Ukrainian Beatles.” In 1965 the 

D-Drifters produced an album, which
included Ukrainian-language covers of
songs from the British music invasion. The
Lennon-McCartney early composition
“Please, Please Me” and a ballad called
“From Me to You” were both on the
Winnipeg band’s album called “The
D-Drifters 5 Sing and Play Beatles Songs.”

Back then, any male adolescent with 
long hair could incur the good-natured 
greeting “Hey, Beatles. “My mother would 
regularly call me “beetels.” One morning 
after I had repeatedly refused to get a hair-
cut, she snuck up on me with her sewing 
scissors. While I slept, she cut an enormous 
handful of my locks with no particular styl-
ing plan. I awoke to see her beaming. 
Grabbing a hat, I walked to the barbershop.

In those days “zabava”(dance) bands 
wore white shirts and suits on stage. They 
sat and played from music sheets, delivered 
old standards and pretty much kept to 
themselves. Our fans associated us with the 
Beatles because, like the Fab Four, we 
played our own compositions. We wore tai-
lor-made Ukrainian-themed attire. We pro-
jected a unified look. 

When we played traditional songs, we 
delivered them in three-part harmony and 
injected them with new rhythms and rock 
overtones. Our repertoire enthusiastically 
embraced traditional sentiments and con-
temporary life here and now. Here in 
Ukrainian, now in the 1970s, like the 
Beatles, we were game-changers.

Zenon Snylyk was a famous member of 
the U.S. Olympic soccer team in his youth 
who became the long-serving editor of The 
Ukrainian Weekly and, after that, Svoboda. 
It was at the Ukrainian National Association’s 
upstate New York estate, Soyuzivka, in 
1973 that he proclaimed Rushnychok to be 
“a happening.” Ukrainians from all over 
America and Canada came to soak in the 
sun, to dance beneath the stars and to live 
the Ukrainian experience. 

Rushnychok, of course, would source 
and showcase many beloved Ukrainian tra-
ditional ballads. There were songs about 
love lost (“Кого любила тяшко забути”) 
or about a mother’s advice to her love-
struck daughter (“Сама такая була”).

Also, at the core of our repertoire stood 
songs of valiant fighters for Ukraine’s free-
dom. “An Evening in May” (Маєва Нічка) 
was a tender lullaby dedicated to the 
Ukrainian Sich Riflemen, who fought in the 
first world war and on other fronts; among 
them was Yourko’s father, Frans Josef. 
Another was the ballad of Yurii Tiutiunnyk, 
which was a centerpiece in the Ukrainian 
Bandurist Chorus’s magnificent concerts. 

Andrij Harasymowycz, Ewhen Osidasz 
and Yourko Sztyk, individually and in com-

bination, wrote a dozen original songs. 
Theirs were loving and sensual lyrics at a 
time when traditional mores masked feel-
ings of more intimate affection (“Зрозуміть 
не можу досі”), or made fun, as every cul-
ture does, of the bonds of matrimony 
(“Оженився, ой біда!”).

Yourko remembers that, “Throughout 
our musical career, we were blessed with 
many good friends and people who wanted 
to help. One such person was Borys Budny. 
He is an accomplished playwright, as well 
as a poet. From time to time, Borys would 
send us some of his poems, and any one of 
us would try to put them to music. A num-
ber of these collaborations worked out very 
well, and resulted in memorable songs.” 

Here’s why I believe each one is memo-
rable.

• We spoke our truth to power:
demanding human rights in what was then 
the USSR. The Beatles were asserting: 
“don’t know how lucky you are boy, back in 
the USSR.” Rushnychok countered with 
”Freedom for Ukraine” (Воля Україні). It 
alerted the world that some of those “boys,” 
were not at all lucky. Men and women 
“back in the USSR” were banished to die in 
the Gulag. “I think it important to men-
tion… our belief in a democratic Ukraine. 
Some of our songs were prophetic in 
declaring Ukraine would be free,” says 
Ewhen.

• “ Let’s Get Together” (Любімся) was a 
direct call for Ukrainians to set aside past 
differences. We summoned listeners to 
embrace, unite and to befriend each other 
(братайтися). Where resolution is peace-
ful, there too will exist contentment (бо як 
мирно полагодить то і гаразд буде).This 
kind of call to action on a contemporary 
need was unheard of in Ukrainian music. 

“Let’s Get Together” was our John Lennon-
like “Come Together” and “Imagine” all 
rolled into one. It also became our anthem, 
and we would close every performance 
with the crowd standing, watching and 
singing along.

• Andrij and Larissa had been childhood 
sweethearts. Now all grown up, Andrij 
penned a love letter to her, and we record-
ed it under the title “My Loved One” (Моя 
Кохана) on our first album. “I’ll give you all 
that your heart desires.”

• “Storm” (Буря) is a song that may
have inspired another popular band’s name 
(Burya). It’s about a man lying in the arms 
of his lover telling her that the storm may 
be raging outside but there is no such 
“burya” lying in your embrace. I can’t think 
of any Ukrainian song from that time where 
lovers were horizontal.

• The temperature was really turned up 
in the Borys Budny/Andrij Harasymowycz 
love song: “You” (Ty). “I once thought that I 
would never love again. That was before I 
looked into your eyes. Now I see love there 
and feel the heat of your lips. I ignite at your 
touch. My blood boils as you arrive.” 
Sensuous and loving; the dance climaxes 
with a double-entendre that leaves listen-
ers wondering: Did they really just say that? 

• Yourko Sztyk wrote both the words
and the music to ”Knight” (Лицар) six 
years before Don Henley and the Eagles 
recorded a similar story line for their hit 
“New Kid In Town.” “Lytsar,” which is loose-
ly translated as a White Knight, comes on 
the scene and the girl Yourko loves is dis-
tracted. The singer is dismissed, as a parade 
of admirers pursues the new arrival. This 
kind of heartbreak is timeless.

(Continued on page 11)

Rushnychok on stage at Canada’s National Ukrainian Festival in Dauphin, Manitoba, 
in 1973. From left are: Yourko Sztyk (bass guitar), Ewhen Osidacz (accordion), 

Stefan Andrusiak (drums) and Andrij Harasymowycz (lead guitar). 

Reflections on Rushnychok at 50

The cover of the Ukrainian Canadian band’s first album, “Rushnychok Vol. 1,” 
released in 1973.

In 2010, at an anniversary party (from left) are Andrij Harasymowycz, Stefan 
Andrusiak, Yourko Sztyk and Ewhen Osidacz. 
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Ukrainian jetliner that killed 176 people. 
The conclusions by Iran’s Civil Aviation 
Organization were detailed in a new report 
released late on July 11. Ukrainian 
International Airlines Flight 752 was struck 
by two missiles and crashed shortly after 
taking off from Tehran’s main airport on 
January 8. The disaster happened the same 
night that Iran launched a ballistic-missile 
attack that targeted U.S. soldiers in Iraq. 
That attack was in response to an American 
drone strike that had killed the powerful 
commander of Iran’s Revolutionary Guards 
Corps, Major General Qassem Soleimani, in 
Baghdad five days earlier. “A failure 
occurred due to a human error in following 
the procedure” for aligning the radar, caus-
ing a “107-degree error” in the system, the 
Civil Aviation Authority said in its report. 
The authority said the document was a “fac-
tual report” and not the final report for the 
accident. (RFE/RL, based on reporting by 
AP and AFP)

Iran hands over flight recorders 

Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy has welcomed Iran’s handover 
to France of the flight recorders from a 
Ukrainian airliner that was downed shortly 
after taking off from Tehran on January 8. 
French investigators have begun working 
on extracting data from the black boxes 
recovered from the Ukraine International 
Airlines (UIA) jet that was downed by a 
missile, killing all 176 people on board. 
France’s BEA accident investigation bureau 

said on July 20 that the cockpit voice 
recorder will be accessed first, and then the 
flight data recorder, in a process that is 
expected to take several days. Iranian forc-
es say they downed the Boeing 737 on 
January 8 after mistaking it for an incoming 
missile at a time of high tensions with the 
United States. Iran later called it a “disas-
trous mistake” by forces who were on high 
alert. Mr. Zelenskyy said Ukrainian experts 
would take part in decoding the black 
boxes, alongside air accident investigators 
from France, the United States, and Canada. 
Iran agreed in June to send the black boxes 
to the BEA for analysis, ending a long dis-
pute with Canada, Ukraine and France over 
access to the data. Many of the crash vic-
tims were Canadian citizens or permanent 
residents, or had Canada as their final des-
tination. (RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service, with 
reporting by Reuters and AFP)

Russia urged to accept responsibility for MH17

Ukraine and its Western partners have 
marked the sixth anniversary of the down-
ing of a Malaysia Airlines passenger flight 
over eastern Ukraine by calling on Russia to 
cooperate fully with the investigation into 
the tragedy and accept its responsibility. 
Prosecutors have argued that MH17 was 
shot down on July 17, 2014, by a Russian-
made Buk anti-aircraft system fired by 
Russia-backed militants who had acquired 
it from a Russian military base on the bor-
der between the two countries. All 298 peo-
ple on board were killed. Four suspects, 
three Russians and one Ukrainian, are being 
tried in absentia for involvement in the 
tragedy. Moscow has denied any involve-
ment in the downing and the conflict in the 

eastern Ukrainian regions of Donetsk and 
Luhansk, which has killed more than 
13,000 people since April 2014. “Ukraine 
calls on Russia to accept its responsibility 
and adhere to its international obligations, 
namely… to cooperate with the ongoing 
investigation and criminal proceedings,” 
Ukraine’s Foreign Affairs Ministry said in a 
statement on July 17. The U.S. Embassy in 
Kyiv said Russia should “cooperate fully 
with the investigation and efforts to estab-
lish accountability.” Acting U.S. Ambassador 
to Ukraine Kristina Kvien said in a video 
posted on Twitter: “Russia must ensure that 
every indicted individual currently in 
Russia or Russia-controlled territory face 
justice. Russia has repeatedly obstructed 
progress on measures to resolve the conflict 
in eastern Ukraine which it started and con-
tinues to fuel.” Meanwhile, European Union 
foreign policy chief Josep Borrell said the 
bloc expects Russia to accept its responsi-
bility for the Ukrainian plane’s downing and 
to fully cooperate with efforts to establish 

accountability. The sixth anniversary of the 
tragedy came a week after the Dutch gov-
ernment announced it was taking Russia to 
the European Court of Human Rights for its 
alleged role. Nearly two-thirds of the crash’s 
victims were Dutch nationals. (RFE/RL)

Court eases pretrial restrictions for Duhar 

A Kyiv court has eased pretrial restric-
tions for one of the suspects in the high-
profile 2016 killing of journalist Pavel 
Sheremet in the Ukrainian capital. The 
Kyiv Court of Appeals on July 13 agreed to 
lift curfew restrictions for military para-
medic Yana Duhar. The court also said Ms. 
Duhar no longer needed to wear an elec-
tronic monitoring bracelet. But the court 
said she is still banned from communicat-
ing with witnesses in the high-profile case 
and must be present when summoned by 
investigators or prosecutors. The court on 
July 13 also remanded Andriy Antonenko, 

(Continued on page 11)
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were extending the same Ukrainian experi-
ence to their children. That’s how lifelong 
friendships are forged. 

As we sit in our backyard for this year’s 
summer vacation, I will no doubt mention 
my most memorable vacation in 1970 
when I was 22 years old and my Cleveland 
Plast buddies Danko Suszko (23), his broth-
er Ihor (24) and Ihor (Ilyo) Turczynewycz 
(24) and I bought a Volkswagen microbus 
in Cologne, Germany. The van became our 
transportation and hotel as we traveled 
across Europe. It cost $1,000 – we each 
chipped in $250. Nearly three months later, 
after having driven it more than 10,000 
miles, we sat with a hand-made sign on the 
sidewalk at the American Express office in 
Amsterdam offering it for sale. We got $675 
and split it four ways. Which meant, it cost 
us about $80 each, less than a dollar a day, 
plus gas. Some 35 years later, I saw the 
same model VW bus, same year and the 
same color green on exhibit at the Rock ‘n’ 
Roll Hall of Fame in Cleveland with a label 
that a whole generation of baby boomers 
drove it in the late ’60s and early ’70s seek-
ing adventure. Boy did that resonate. I 
remember how on the Riviera in France 
and reading a Time magazine cover article 
about the cultural transformations going 
on, I announced, “Hey guys! Listen to this: 
We’re hippies…”

Our major objective was to have fun but, 
without realizing it, we also had a mission. 
Our primary destination that summer was 
Soviet Ukraine. We had acquired a rare, 
Ukrainian visa/pass, which Shipka Travel 
in Parma, Ohio, had arranged through its 
Intourist contacts to spend two weeks at 
designated campsites, a new innovation to 
attract tourists and with them “hard cur-
rency,” – dollars, marks, liras, pesos, pounds 
and francs. 

It was an adventure like no other. 
Driving from Vienna through Hungary on 
the way to Lviv, we were the only car at the 
border station at Chop. For three hours, the 
border guards dismantled everything: the 
wall panels, floor boards and wheels to see 
if we might be hiding contraband. We were 
questioned: who are you, who sent you, 
why are you here? The only damage was 
confiscation of a Playboy magazine. As we 
were leaving, we glimpsed the chief in his 
office, feet on his desk, unveiling the center-
fold, no doubt deploring Western deca-
dence and probably later selling the maga-
zine on the black market. 

I have a first cousin in Ukraine, Adrian, 
who’s the same age as me. He organized a 
group of his friends to meet with us. Young, 
carefree and without being aware of it, we 

had been shaped by institutions like the 
Saturday Ridna Shkola heritage school, Plast 
and, of course, the Church, to instill a love of 
the homeland our parents had been forced 
to leave. We were also unaware of how, as 
Americans, we were imbued with a swagger 
and freedom of expression that was shock-
ing to citizens in the Soviet police state and 
how, by the standards of the day, we were 
being unacceptably subversive. Danko 
openly mocked the ubiquitous use of the 
Russian language, disparaged primitive 
Soviet toilets, calamitous roads, the absence 
of basic consumer goods we Americans 
took for granted. In 1970 Soviet Ukraine, 
such comments got you arrested with years 
in the Gulag, but protected by an American 
passport, we got away with it – somewhat: 
after the first few days of meeting with 
Ukrainians in their early 20s, two carloads 
of what were obviously KGB workers fol-
lowed us everywhere, blocking any interac-
tion with Ukrainians our age. 

Again without being overtly aware of it, 
that was the vacation which solidified my 
determination to work to support 
Ukrainian dissidents and the human rights 
campaign which was tightly linked to the 
campaign for Ukraine’s self-determination. 

And so my 1970s backpacking adven-
tures included renting a car and conducting 
missions (in 1975 with my brother Petro) 
on behalf of Smoloskyp to Bulgaria and 
Poland to deliver books, printing equip-
ment and encouragement to the brave indi-
viduals and their informal network whose 
efforts changed the course of history. 

As I look back, I’m struck how nearly 
every summer for me had to do with orga-
nized Ukrainian social, cultural or political 
affairs and how that engaged idealistic, 
dedicated volunteers who devoted all or 
part of their summer vacations to preserve 
Ukrainian identity at a time when its con-
tinued existence was threatened. And it 
worked. In August 1991 Ukraine declared 
independence – and so, another summer 
highlight: the independence parade in the 
Ukrainian Village in Parma, organized 
exclusively by volunteers. This year, with 
the COVID-19, it’s sadly been canceled. 

Every year is different and in the spirit of 
the Gershwin song, “Summertime and the 
livin’ is easy” – in 2020 it’ll have to be. Even 
so, I look forward to lines at the airport for 
flights to distant places where Chrystia and 
I can enjoy the cultural and culinary 
delights of Rome, Paris, Lviv, Kyiv, Los 
Angeles, Seattle, Sao Paulo, Curitiba, 
London, Vienna, Toronto, Montreal and a 
couple dozen other fabulous places we’ve 
had the enormous privilege to visit. And, of 
course, we also plan to spend another week 
at Soyuzivka. There’s no place like it. 
(“Нема так як на Союзівці.”) 

Be healthy. Be safe. 

(Continued from page 7)

Summertime...
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another suspect, in custody. The third sus-
pect, Yulia Kuzmenko, a pediatric surgeon, 
is also being held in pretrial detention. 
Vladyslav and Inna Hryshchenko, a married 
couple who are suspected in another unre-
lated case, have been declared persons of 
interest in the case. All five took part in mil-
itary operations in different capacities in 
Ukraine’s east, where government forces 

are fighting against Russia-backed separat-
ists. The Internal Affairs Ministry and the 
National Police said in December 2019 that 
the group’s goal was “to destabilize the 
political and social situation in Ukraine” by 
killing Sheremet. Sheremet, a Belarusian-
born Russian citizen who had made Kyiv 
his permanent home, was leaving his apart-
ment to head to the studio where he hosted 
a morning radio program when an impro-
vised explosive device planted under his 
vehicle exploded on July 20, 2016, killing 
him instantly. (RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service)

(Continued from page 10)

NEWSBRIEFS

With great sadness we announce that 

Andrew Mycak
2nd Vice-President,  Board of Directors

and participant of our senior soccer teams, 
has passed away on July 10, 2020. 

Funeral services were held July 16 at 9:30 am 
at St. George Ukrainian Catholic Church in New York City.

May he rest in peace.

Trump campaign ad uses Ukraine photo  
in depicting street ‘chaos’
RFE/RL

A campaign ad for U.S. President 
Donald Trump that aims to promote him 
as a guarantor of public safety features a 
photo of pro-democracy protesters in 
Ukraine battling with police during the 
2014 Euro-Maidan revolution.

The ad, which appeared on the presi-
dent’s official Facebook page, consists of 
two images: one showing Mr. Trump 
standing alongside law enforcement offi-
cials on the left side and citizens in hel-
mets fighting with police on the other 
side.

The caption below the photos reads 
“Public Safety vs Chaos & Violence.”

The U.S. has been rocked by violent 
protests over police brutality against 
Black Americans following the killing of 
George Floyd by Minnesota law enforce-
ment officers.

Stores in major cities were looted and 
businesses destroyed, while some activ-
ists and police were injured.

Though Mr. Trump has called the 
death of Floyd, an African American, 
“terrible” and said it should never have 

happened, he has stood by law enforce-
ment, a key constituent.

However, the violence depicted in the 
Trump ad shows pro-democracy protest-
ers fighting police in Ukraine in 2014 
and not the recent U.S. protests.

The ad has since gone viral among 
Trump critics. The Trump campaign had 
not immediately responded to media 
inquiries about the ad.

The United States backed the 
Ukrainian protesters, who took to the 
streets after President Viktor Yanuko vych 
agreed to closer ties with Russia, angering 
those citizens who wanted Ukraine to 
eventually join the European Union.

The protesters, some of whom stood 
for weeks in the freezing cold and faced 
police brutality, were admired around 
the world.

Copyright 2020, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/trump-cam-
paign-ad-uses-ukraine-photo-in-depict-
ing-street-chaos-/30741985.html).

ebrating the renaissance of Ukrainian lan-
guage and traditions in post-Maidan 
Ukraine, revanchist elements in Ukraine’s 
government today seek to diminish the sta-
tus of Ukrainian identity. The native lan-
guage of the Ukrainian nation survived cen-
turies of repression during Soviet and 
Russian tsarist rule in Ukraine, when the 
Russian language was decreed by force into 
areas of state and social activity.

The Ukrainian Congress Committee of 
America considers the recent actions of 51 
lawmakers, mainly from the pro-Russia 
Opposition Bloc, as well as those of Vladimir 
Putin’s closest personal ally in Ukraine, 
opposition leader Viktor Medvedchuk, to be 
a significant breach of constitutional protec-
tions in Ukraine and a threat to Ukrainian as 
the sole state language in Ukraine. Along 
with other member organizations of the 
Ukrainian World Congress, the UCCA has 
consistently emphasized the importance of 

the Ukrainian language as the language that 
unites the Ukrainian world and fosters the 
upbringing of new generations of conscious 
Ukrainians, both in Ukraine and in the dias-
pora.

Following on the UCCA’s letter of wel-
come to President Volodymyr Zelenskyy on 
the occasion of his inauguration, in which 
the UCCA explicitly stated its commitment 
to advocate for the adoption of the 
Ukrainian language as the official state lan-
guage of Ukraine, the UCCA’s president, 
Andriy Futey, has forwarded a letter to the 
chairman of the Verkhovna Rada of 
Ukraine, Dmytro Razumkov, expressing the 
urgent concerns of the Ukrainian American 
community about these developments. The 
UCCA resolutely condemns any attempt to 
weaken the position of Ukrainian as the 
only state language and opposes the politi-
cization of the language issue, and requests 
that the chairman meet with representa-
tives of the worldwide diaspora at the earli-
est opportunity to further extend our work 
for the well-being of our common home-
land.

(Continued from page 6)

UCCA statement...

One of the most rewarding aspects of 
being a member of Rushnychok was the 
open-mindedness of the other members 
when it came to trying new songs, says 
Yourko. “Andrij, Ewhen and I would occa-
sionally present a new song to the group, 
one that we had recently composed. We 
always received a positive reaction, helpful 
hints to improve it and assurances that it 
would be included in the next album. This 
encouraged our creativity and resulted in 
some memorable songs,” recalls Yourko. 

• Should I go or should I listen to my 
heart and stay? It’s a question that crosses 
cultural boundaries and genders, and it is 
the question asked by Borys Budny and 
Ewhen Osidacz in a hot tango called ”Listen 
To My Heart” (Чи Прислухатимешся До 
Серця Мого?).

• Borys with Yourko co-wrote a cheeky 
tango called “Don’t Blame Me” (Не Винуй 
Мене). It was our homage to composer-
musician Bohdan Wesolowsky, whose 
music had ignited Lviv’s pre-war tango-
tinged nightlife. “You can blame the tower-
ing mountains, the stormy sea, the thorny 
rose. Blame them all for my falling in love 
with you, but don’t blame me.” 

• “Your Winter’s Love” (Твоя Любов 
Зайшла Зимою) was a Budny-Osidacz 
composition about birds flying away as love 
also cools and goes south.

• Yourko and Ewhen collaborated on 
“My Homeland” (Земле Моя), which gives 
voice to immigrants everywhere, who long 
for their homeland, while acknowledging 
how privileged they are to be living in the 
land that has so generously accepted them.

• Speaking of Ukraine, Ewhen wrote a 
melody to one of Taras Shevchenko’s 
poems. The song only lasts a concise 1 min-
ute and 22 seconds, but it offers a whole 
new way to deliver Shevchenko, Ukraine’s 
most beloved son. “Learn Well, My 
Brothers” (Учітеся, Брати Мої ) – 
Ukrainians have grown up with that advice. 
Learn from others, know yourselves, and 
never ever turn away from who you are. Our 
audiences were dancing to Shevchen ko’s 
caution while singing along to his words.

• Many early Ukrainian settlers were 
driven by discrimination to change their 
names to something shorter or more palat-
able to the Anglo-Saxon ear. Borys and 
Yourko wrote ”Reflections” (Я Мабуть 
Колись Тут Був) to situate the singer in a 
place in his past. There he recalls what he 
gave up in exchange for compliance and 
acceptance.

“We spoke through our performances… 
to several generations of North Americans 
and reawakened an awareness, pride and 
realization of their Ukrainian roots and eth-
nicity,” says Ewhen. We helped make them 
“aware of the fact that they are part of a 
noble and historic national entity.”

“Many of that era retain fond memories 
of their personal Rushnychok experiences.” 
They realized, “that their heritage is whole-
some and worthy of recognition,” notes 
Ewhen.

This is true “not only in North America,” 
he adds. “Through our recordings, this 
awareness extended to Europe and to the 
motherland of Ukraine.” There are “numer-
ous testimonials, even 40 years later, of 
inspiring stories by current residents of 
Ukraine that attest to the fact that they 
found inspiration, knowing that in North 
America there were Ukrainians that not 
only retained a patriotic yearning, but that 
strived for what they aspired to, which was 
a revolution of change, an assertion of a 
rebirth of national identity, a pride of a peo-
ple…” And, “Rushnychok remains part of 
that,” Ewhen concludes. 

*  *  *
On Canada Day, July 1, 1988, the 

Contemporary Ukrainian Music Awards, 

held in Edmonton, organizers recognized 
Rushnychok. Two achievement awards cel-
ebrated the quartet’s contribution to the 
Ukrainian recording industry. 

In September 2008, on-stage at the 
Montreal Ukrainian Festival, each of us 
received a plaque for our disciplined 
groundbreaking work to maintain the good 
name of our nation. 

Then in 2015, the Father Jean 
Foundation, whose aim is to foster scholar-
ship and good citizenship among Ukrainian 
Catholic youth in Montreal, honored 
Rushnychok at its annual dinner “for ser-
vices rendered to the Montreal Ukrainian 
community.” 

Through the years, friends and fellow 
travelers have richly rewarded each of us 
with reminiscences, quiet thanks and 
smiles.

There have been other occasional men-
tions of Rushnychok as far away as Ukraine 
itself. Last year, the regional newspaper 
Volyn compared Rushnychok to the Beatles 
one last time. Three days later, we would be 
whole no more. Andrij Harasymowycz died 
on June 26, 2019.

“Although he is gone now, he was, in 
many ways, the heart and soul of 
Rushnychok,” says Yourko. “Andrij was born 
to sing and perform, and was never happier 
than when he was on stage, in front of a 
crowd, doing what he did best. He knew the 
songs, knew how to perform them and 
knew how to make sure we understood 
their true meaning. We all miss him and his 
unique kindness, gentleness, but most of 
all, his passion for everything Ukrainian,” 
Yourko stresses.

“We can speak of the various perfor-
mances throughout North America: the fes-
tivals, the private events and the numerous 
pro bono appearances that we staged for 
no other reason than the fact that we 
believed in the importance of being there,” 
says Ewhen.

This year, “we were on the cusp of being 
recognized by the people of Ukraine for our 
contribution; however, the pandemic has 
put that on hold,” Ewhen adds. 

Indeed, this October Ewhen, Yourko and 
I were to have flown to Lviv for two tribute 
concerts. Some of Ukraine’s most popular 
artists were to have staged Rushnychok’s 
12 original songs, adding their own star-
power and interpretation. It would have 
been a significant closing of the circle.

*  *  *
Our parents brought their dreams from 

Ukraine. We were four 20-somethings, 
bursting at the seams with enthusiasm for 
the threads they had handed down to us. 
They each gave us good council once the 
band launched, and each parent in his or 
her own way had our backs. When chal-
lenges arose, they responded with love.

It was on a bitterly cold winter’s day that 
our first shipment of Rushnychok albums 
arrived on a pallet at Ewhen’s parents’ 
home. Neither he nor we were there to help 
unload them. The driver would only agree 
to place them where his truck met the curb. 
So Ewhen’s mother carried our albums, 25 
to a box, into the garage, where they could 
stay pristine and dry.

Vinyl records are a curiosity these days. 
No longer are they loaded in great numbers 
onto pallets and delivered by truck. Music 
downloads are weightless and wait-less; vir-
tual and instant. Today, Ukrainian artists sing 
in a multitude of languages and in genres as 
diverse as opera (Pavlo Hunka), classical 
(Carissa Klopoushak), choral (Hoosli), rock 
(Mad Heads), blues (Darka Stebilka), punk 
(TNMK), electro folk (ONUKA), reggae 
(Auresia) and zabava (Zirka). They are all 
representative – the best of the best. 

We are proud to have been there once 
ourselves.

Stefan Andrusiak is a reporter and host of 
Nasha Kasha – A Ukrainian Almanac, which 
bills itself as “Radio for the Ukrainian Soul.” 
He was a member of Rushnychok.

(Continued from page 9)

Reflections...
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Ukrainian History and Education Center announces new virtual programming series
UHEC

SOMERSET, N.J. – Although the facilities of 
the Ukrainian History and Education Center 
(UHEC) are still closed to the public, its staff 
has been busy creating online content to 
engage its members, supporters, friends and 
members of the community. There are four 
new series, with something for everyone.

Since hands-on, in-person workshops 
are cancelled for the near future, “Folk Arts 
@ UHEC Virtual Edition” will be online in 
the form of virtual workshops or presenta-
tions about folk arts such as pysanky, 
embroidery, weaving, traditional bread 
making and even Petrykivka painting. 
Petrykivka painting workshops are sched-
uled for August 1 and August 16, and will 
be taught by Halyna Nazarenko directly 
from Petrykivka, Ukraine.

“Crafts for Kids with the UHEC Virtual 
Edition” is a Sunday afternoon series that 
will provide a hands-on opportunity for 

kids to learn about Ukrainian art, culture 
and history. These will be suitable for grade 
school children, and participants will have 
a finished craft at the end of the workshop. 
Workshops include Petrykivka painting, 
traditional “motanky” doll making and 
reverse glass painting

For historians and genealogists, the 
Nashi Predky Ukrainian Family History 
Group will be hosting a monthly webinar 
series called “Nashi Predky @Home.” It will 
feature webinars on topics in Ukrainian 
history and genealogy. In addition, there 
will be Virtual Office Hours, during which 
one can get help with historical puzzles or 
mysterious documents. A few head-
scratchers will be discussed online. 

The next presentation will take place on 
Wednesday, August 5, at 7 p.m., Mike Buryk 
will present “Ukrainians and Their 
Communities in the United States: 1600-
2020,” which will help attendees gain a basic 
understanding of the history of Ukraine and 

the conditions there that sparked emigra-
tion to the U.S. as early as the colonial period 
and into the 19th, 20th and 21st centuries. 
The five main periods of Ukrainian emigra-
tion to the U.S. will be covered, and current 
U.S. Ukrainian community educational and 
cultural institutions are reviewed.

Finally, “Stories from Storage” will appear 
on Mondays starting in July. Each story will 
feature an artifact, document or object from 
the UHEC’s collections – either from the 
Patriarch Mstyslav Museum or the archives. 
You’ll hear the object’s story, its significance 
and importance, and how it fits into history, 
culture and the immigration experience. 
The first of these stories was a virtual tour 
of the current exhibition “Visual Music: the 
Art of Yukhym Mykhai liv.” Visit ukrhec.org/
stories to see this tour and other “Stories 
from Storage” as they are posted.

All of the UHEC’s virtual offerings are 
free of charge, although registration is 

required. There may be materials fees asso-
ciated with some of the workshops. Visit 
ukrhec.org/calendar to see all of the sched-
uled events. Details about events will also 
be posted on the UHEC Facebook page. 

The mission of the Ukrainian History and 
Education Center is to connect past and 
future generations by telling the stories of 
the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the U.S.A. 
and the Ukrainian community, and to foster 
awareness of Ukrainian heritage through 
preservation, exhibitions and education. 

The UHEC is supported by a grant from 
the Somerset County Cultural and Heritage 
Commission, a partner of the New Jersey 
State Council on the Arts, and by the New 
Jersey Council for the Humanities with 
funding from the National Endowment for 
the Humanities and the federal CARES Act. 

For more information and to sign up for 
event notifications, visit www.ukrhec.org, call 
732-356-0132 or e-mail info@ukrhec.org.

From “Nashi Predky@Home: Intro to Archives.” Pictured is Mike Andrec, archivist 
at the Ukrainian History and Education Center.

From “Folk Arts@UHEC: Ukrainian Bread Making Virtual Workshop” with 
Jonathan Hejnal from Ohio.

the Ukrainian language was a vital under-
pinning for proclaiming the sovereignty 
and, eventually, the independence of the 
republic. 

Surprisingly, during the almost three 
decades of independent statehood after 
1991, there were no other major advances 
with Ukrainianization and enhancement of 
the role of the Ukrainian language. Presi-
dents came and went, switching to 
Ukrainian as was expected of them, but the 
status quo endured. If anything – especially 
during the presidency of Viktor Yanukovych 
– the Ukrainian language lost ground again.

After the Revolution of Dignity that oust-
ed Mr. Yanukovych in early 2014 and 
Russia’s subsequent aggression against 
Ukraine, many hoped that a more active 
Ukrainianization policy would be officially 
pursued. But Mr. Poroshenko for some rea-
son waited until his final year in office 
before addressing this task. Adopting the 
mantle of a staunch patriot, he went into 
the presidential election with the slogans: 
“Army, Language and Faith.” 

The relevant bill was approved in its first 
reading in October 2018 but generated 
thousands of amendments from opponents 
determined to block it. After months of 
delaying tactics, the “Law on Guaranteeing 
the Functioning of the Ukrainian Language 
as a State Language” was finally adopted on 
April 25, 2019. With hundreds of demon-
strators outside urging them on, 278 
national deputies voted in favor.

The law stated that the only official lan-
guage in Ukraine is Ukrainian and, therefore, 
“any attempts to implement multilingualism 
in Ukraine” are against the Ukrainian 
Constitution and seen as “provoking a lan-
guage schism in the country, as well as eth-
nic strife aimed at a forceful change or over-
throw of the constitutional order.”

Furthermore, every Ukrainian citizen 
should know Ukrainian. High-level state 
and law enforcement officials must use the 

language. The use of Ukrainian is also man-
datory for deputies (at all levels), court 
judges, lawyers, educational institution 
directors and medical care workers, among 
others. The law stipulates the pre-emi-
nence to be given Ukrainian in the service 
sector, media, publishing and on websites. 

A special ombudsman would be appoint-
ed by Ukraine’s Cabinet of Ministers to pro-
tect and promote the development of the 
Ukrainian language, according to the law

The Kremlin and domestic opponents in 
Ukraine still hoped that the law would be 
torpedoed as it was still subject to the new 
president’s “thorough analysis,” as well as 
endorsement by the Council of Europe’s 
Venice Commission. 

President-elect Zelenskyy announced he 
would ensure that “the constitutional rights 
and interests of Ukrainian citizens are 
respected.” He added, “My position is that 
the state should contribute to the develop-
ment of the Ukrainian language by estab-
lishing incentives and positive examples, 
and not by pursuing bans and punish-
ments, complicating bureaucratic proce-
dures and multiplying the number of offi-
cials instead of reducing it.” 

Mr. Zelenskyy also noted that Mr. Poro-
shenko had pushed the law through during 
the election period and that this made it “a 
hostage of political rhetoric.” The law, he 
added, had been passed without a suffi-
ciently broad discussion with the public.

The law came into force on July 16, 
2019. When in office, President Zelenskyy 
did not publicly challenge it, and himself 
switched to using Ukrainian in public life. 
But within his diverse mono-party majori-
ty, Servant of the People, it was clear that 
there were both supporters and strong 
opponents of the law. 

The Council of Europe’s constitutional 
experts eventually criticized some aspects 
of the controversial law. Its Venice 
Commission on December 6, 2019, noted 
the extremely short transition period for 
the conversion of Russian-language schools 
into Ukrainian-language institutions. The 
commission also said it considers quotas 

for minority languages in radio and TV pro-
grams to be unbalanced. 

The law was sent to Ukraine’s Constitu-
tional Court for its opinion.

President Zelenskyy clarified his posi-
tion on the language question at a press 
conference on May 20. He told journalists 
there was no language issue on the agenda, 
acknowledging “This issue is very artificial.” 
He added that the language rights of 
national minorities needed to be protected, 
but it was normal that they should know 
Ukrainian. He admitted that this issue was 
a source of dispute between Hungary and 
Ukraine, and expressed confidence that it 
would be resolved. 

But during the early summer, the diver-
gences within the Servant of the People fac-
tion on the language law surfaced and 
quickly generated concerns and protests 
from the Poroshenko camp.

At the end of May, Verkhovna Rada 
Chairman Dmytro Razumkov said that the 
law on ensuring the functioning of 
Ukrainian as the state language needed to 
be changed. He confirmed that bills had 
been registered in Parliament but had not 
yet been included on the agenda of plenary 
meetings. 

Mr. Razumkov also acknowledged that 
the Servant of the People party did not have 
a united position on the matter. “There are 
deputies who are too radical in defending 
the Ukrainian language, and there are those 
who will adopt a completely opposite posi-
tion… But it seems to me that the greater 
part will adhere to the centrist position, in 
this matter as well,” he commented.

The amendment attracting the most 
attention was submitted to the Verkhovna 
Rada by Servant of the People National 
Deputy Maksym Buzhansky. He has sug-
gested postponing the transition of school-
children who are currently studying in 
Russian to the Ukrainian language. His bill 
also wants to abolish the rule that at least 
80 percent of the educational process must 
be in Ukrainian.

Interestingly, his bill was rejected by 
another member of his faction who heads 

one of the parliamentary committees, Myko-
la Poturayev, while yet another party col-
league, the deputy head of the same faction, 
Oleksandr Kornienko, managed to get it 
placed on the Rada’s agenda. It was expected 
to be considered on July 16 and drew public 
protests. But its discussion was postponed.

At the beginning of July, an unexpected 
and seemingly authoritative view was 
voiced by a top official in the current admin-
istration. Secretary of the National Security 
and Defense Council of Ukraine Oleksiy 
Danilov told Ukrayinska Pravda: “The issue 
of language is very important and funda-
mental for the state. We cannot have a sec-
ond language, like Russian, not because it 
does not need to be studied or known. If we 
are talking about Ukraine, there must be the 
only state language – Ukrainian.”

“Should there be a second language in 
Ukraine? Of course, there should be. But it 
should be English, which will be studied 
from kindergarten. All citizens of Ukraine, if 
we want to live in a civilized world, should 
know and use English. This is a mandatory 
thing,” Mr. Danilov noted.

So, as things stand, it still is unclear if Mr. 
Buzhansky’s bill will be considered before 
the end of the summer, though Mr. 
Razumkov suggests it will, and what chance 
it will stand of getting through. Senior offi-
cials have been saying that, in any case, it 
will be out of date by that time because the 
school year will have started. Furthermore, 
the Constitutional Court has now begun its 
consideration of the 2019 Language Law. 
And finally, the government has just 
appointed a Language Ombudsman, Taras 
Kremin, whose nomination was approved 
without controversy. 

Most commentators agree that the latest 
perceived threat to the Ukrainian language 
is probably not as serious right now as it is 
made out to be. They are inclined to believe 
that the president and his Servant of the 
People party are in fact preparing for the 
local elections in October and are anxious to 
retain their support in the south and east of 
the country, where Russian speakers pre-
dominate. Hence this tactic of mixed signals.

(Continued from page 1)

Language issue...
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July 27 through Ukrainian Dance Intensive instruction, in two one-week 
August 7 sessions, Iskra Ukrainian Dance Ensemble and Academy, 
Whippany, NJ Ukrainian American Cultural Center of New Jersey, 
 http://iskradance.weebly.com

July 29,  Community Conversations, Ukrainian Canadian Congress,
August 12, 19 discussions hosted on various topics of interest to
Online Ukrainians, www.ucc.ca/programs or nationaloffice@ucc.ca
 (online registration is free)
 
July 31 through  Health and wellness retreat, “Blueberry Moon – When All
August 2 Things Ripen,” Soyuzivka Heritage Center, 
Kerhonkson, NY www.soyuzivka.com or 845-626-5641

August 1 Workshop, “Petrykivka Painting” with Halyna Nazarenko,
Online Ukrainian History and Education Center, www.ukrhec.org
 (registration required)

August 3-9 Mommy and Me/Daddy and Me Camp, Ukrainian 
Online Orthodox Church of the U.S.A. – Office of Youth and 
 Young Adult Ministry, www.uocyouth.org

August 5 Webinar with Mike Buryk, “Ukrainians and Their Communities
Online in the United States,” Nashi Predky, Ukrainian History and
 Education Center, www.ukrhec.org (registration required)

August 16 Children’s workshop, “Petrykivka Painting” with Halyna
Online Nazarenko, Ukrainian History and Education Center, 
 www.ukrhec.org (registration required) 

August 26 Online workshop, “Nature – Inside Out” with Gunjan Kumar, 
Online Ukrainian Institute of Modern Art, ulyana@uima-chicago.org

Entries in “Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to events 
advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome submissions 
from all our readers. Items will be published at the discretion of the editors 
and as space allows. Please send e-mail to mdubas@ukrweekly.com.

HORSHAM, Pa. – The Ukrainian Americ an 
Sport Center Tryzub has postponed this 
year’s Ukrainian Independence Day Festival 
– the 29th annual – from Sunday, August 23, 
to Father’s Day, Sunday, June 20, 2021. 
Tryzub did so in order to safeguard the pre-
cious health and safety of its members, mem-
ber families and volunteers, the communities 
that it serves, and the general public.

In addition to celebrating Ukraine’s 

inde pendence, the rescheduled festival 
hopes to also celebrate freedom from the 
const raints and restrictions of the Corona-
virus pandemic. 

Tryzub’s 30th annual festival celebrating 
Ukraine’s independence will still take place 
on its originally scheduled date of Sunday, 
August 22, 2021. 

Although Tryzub anticipates that each of 
the two festivals in the year 2021 will pro-

ceed, in accordance with the schedule and 
content that have become a tradition, legal 
constraints and concerns for health and 
safety may still alter the ultimate date, con-
tent, program and/or format of one or both 
of them; require special measures and pro-
cedures and/or otherwise affect either or 
both festivals. 

Tryzub also said that it will make efforts 
to schedule some smaller, legally permissi-

ble and properly regulated community 
gatherings and will announce them as the 
summer progresses. 

Readers are encouraged to frequently 
visit Tryzub’s website, www.tryzub.org, for 
updates and additional information and 
clarifications; they may also e-mail info@
tryzub.org. Tryzubivka, as the sports center 
is known, is located at Lower State and 
County Line roads in Horsham, Pa. 

Ukrainian American Sport Center Tryzub postpones Ukrainian Independence Day Festival

cion is based is incomplete and biased. Dr. 
Kuzmenko maintains the investigation is 
seriously flawed. According to the defense, 
at the time of Sheremet’s murder, Ms. 
Duhar was not acquainted with the other 
two suspects; Dr. Kuzmenko and Mr. 
Antonenko had communicated with each 
other only a few times.

Those inconsistencies, and the positive 
reputations of the three suspects among the 
veteran and volunteer communities, have 
sparked numerous protests near the 
Ministry of Internal Affairs, the Presidential 
Office and the courts where proceedings 
were held.

Earlier, investigators had believed that Mr. 
Antonenko, “fascinated by ultranationalist 
views cultivating the greatness of the Aryan 
race,” organized the assassination. The 
police now believe that unidentified organiz-
ers acted for personal reasons and “decid-
ed to create an extremely resonant event in 
society” in order to provoke protests.

“I am ready to take responsibility if the 
investigation was wrong, if there were big 
mistakes, if, God forbid, something special 
was directed against these people. I am 
ready to make serious personnel conclu-
sions where I have influence,” President 
Zelenskyy said two months ago.

Journalists’ security

The Ukrainian Weekly reached out to 
the Institute of Mass Information (IMI) for 
a comment on the overall situation of free-
dom of speech and security of journalists in 
Ukraine. “The situation in the country 
remains relatively stable,” said media 
expert Iryna Zemlyana, security trainer for 
journalists at IMI. “Freedom House, in its 
annual Press Freedom Index survey, identi-
fies Ukraine as partly free. We see an 
increase in the number of violations of 
journalists’ rights during special circum-
stances. For example, we recorded a signifi-
cant deterioration during the election peri-
od in Ukraine and, of course, during the 

events on the Maidan in 2013-2014 and 
with the beginning of the Russian annexa-
tion of Crimea and aggression in eastern 
Ukraine,” noted. Ms. Zemlyana.

The Institute of Mass Information has 
also analyzed the situation of working jour-
nalists during this time of the coronavirus 
crisis. “During the quarantine period relat-
ed to the COVID-19 pandemic, we recorded 
a decline with regard to journalists’ access 
to information. In the first six months of 
2020, we recorded 112 cases of violations 
of freedom of speech in Ukraine. Of these, 
86 concerned physical aggression against 
journalists. In comparison, during the same 
period last year, 116 cases of violations of 
freedom of speech were recorded,” accord-
ing to the IMI.

“The main violators of freedom of 
speech usually change over time. Under the 
Yanukovych regime, they were law enforce-
ment officers; and under Poroshenko, they 
were ordinary citizens. Law enforcement 
agencies do not meet the challenges and do 
not investigate cases of obstruction of jour-
nalistic activity and, as a result, impunity 
creates new violations. We have only a few 
court decisions as a reaction to freedom of 
speech violations since Ukraine’s indepen-
dence,” Ms. Zemlyana explained.

Asked what steps the government 
should take to improve the situation 
regarding freedom of speech, Ms. Zemlyana 
said: “It is necessary to determine the legal 

status of a journalist. Under Ukrainian law, 
a journalist is a person who works in the 
media, and the online media under this law 
cannot be considered as media. That is, the 
legal framework is outdated, and they are 
in no hurry to change it. That is why it hin-
ders the protection of journalists’ rights.” 

“We at IMI carefully analyze each case 
and are not tied to media registration, but 
sometimes it is challenging for law enforce-
ment to prove it. At the same time, many 
pseudo-journalists do not adhere to jour-
nalism standards and abuse a journalist’s 
status. That also distorts the situation,” she 
added.

Memorial day for Sheremet

For Sheremet ’s  memorial  day, 
Ukrayinska Pravda released a statement 
about the ongoing investigation into his 
murder. “We understand that it was impos-
sible to avoid the investigation’s politiciza-
tion. However, we, as Pavlo’s friends and 
colleagues, are interested only in the truth. 
At present, neither the prosecution nor the 
defense has enough arguments to draw 
definitive conclusions. The only thing we 
can say for sure is that the minister of inter-
nal affairs, Arsen Avakov, is responsible for 
solving this case and finding the perpetra-
tors of this crime, as he was four years ago. 
We have no interest in imprisoning inno-
cent people for the murder of our col-
league. Nor will we be able to forgive our-

selves if the guilty are not punished,” the 
statement says.

On July 20, the U.N. Human Rights 
Monitoring Mission in Ukraine released 
this statement: “Murders and violent 
attacks on journalists must stop. We call on 
the authorities to ensure accountability in 
this high-profile case, while ensuring all the 
guarantees of an effective and impartial 
investigation and a fair trial for the defen-
dants. Restrictions on access to court build-
ings have been imposed in connection with 
the COVID-19 pandemic. However, interna-
tional human rights standards require that 
court hearings be open unless there are 
specific reasons for closing them. We urge 
the court to ensure that journalists and all 
interested members of the public have 
access to the hearings, including online 
broadcasts. We call on the authorities to 
ensure security in the courts and to bring 
the perpetrators to justice.”

Commenting on the Sheremet case’s 
ramifications, IMI’s Ms. Zemlyana said, “We 
note the lack of publicity and transparency 
of law enforcement agencies. They do not 
comment transparently enough on the 
investigation and report to the public. 
Every uninvestigated murder case affects 
the journalistic community. I do not think 
this has a significant effect on criticism of 
politicians or anti-corruption investiga-
tions, but it certainly forces journalists to 
be more careful.”

(Continued from page 1)

Ukraine remembers...

Church after Mazepa aligned with King Karl 
XII of Sweden to fight against the Muscovite 
forces at the Battle of Poltava in 1709.)

Other moves by the Kyiv City Council 
transferred ownership of the National Kyiv-
Pechersk Historical-Cultural Reserve, 
which includes the Caves Monastery, from 
the municipal jurisdiction of Kyiv to the 
state, under the administration of the 
Ministry of Culture and Tourism. Many sus-
pected that the move was meant to facili-

tate a transfer of ownership to the Moscow 
Patriarchate.

Moscow’s claim on Odesa was also 
noted during the visit, but the July 21 visit 
to the area did not elicit the expected 
response from the local populace. Less than 
5 percent of the 200,000 people who were 
expected by the local government leaders 
and the Moscow Patriarchate attended. 
Similarly, on July 25 in Dnipropetrovsk 
(today known as Dnipro), nearly 3,500 to 
10,000 people arrived for an event that was 
expected to attract 40,000 to 80,000 wor-
shippers. The events hosted by the UOC-MP 
offered free, unrestricted transportation as 

well, but they could not meet the projected 
numbers of supporters. 

The effort by the Moscow Patriarchate to 
claim jurisdiction over the Kyiv Monastery 
of the Caves and the St. Sophia Cathedral 
complex is echoed in the recent move by the 
Turkish government to revert Hagia Sophia, 
the mother Church of Byzantium, from a 
museum to a mosque. The moves aim to 
deny the historical and cultural nature of 
the sites. 

Source: “Russia patriarch’s visit to 
Ukraine sparks large demonstrations,” by 
Zenon Zawada, The Ukrainian Weekly, 
August 1, 2010.

(Continued from page 6)
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