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by Mark Raczkiewycz

More than a half a dozen of the 33 
alleged Russian mercenaries apprehended 
in Belarus on July 29 took part in fighting 
on the Russian side of the ongoing, bloody 
war in eastern Ukraine. 

After a hastily organized national securi-
ty meeting the same day, the Belarusian 
national security chief, Andrey Rakou, told 
reporters that at least 14 alleged members 
of the Kremlin-linked Vagner private mili-
tary contractor had either fought or served 
in some capacity in the Donbas, where a 
war has raged for six years between 
Ukrainian forces and combatants supplied 
by and under the command and control of 
Russia, killing more than 13,200 people 
and displacing nearly 1.5 million more. 

The Security Service of Ukraine (SBU) the 
following day told BBC Ukraine that it would 
seek extradition of the combatants who 
fought against Kyiv. Acting Ukrainian 
Ambassador to Belarus Petro Vrublevskyi 
said on Facebook that he was summoned by 
the host country’s Foreign Affairs Ministry to 
provide information on the detained alleged 
mercenaries, including any crimes they may 
have committed in Ukraine. 

Belarusian President Alyaksandr Luka-
shen ka said at the urgent national security 
meeting that the mercenaries were prepar-
ing “terrorist acts” ahead of the August 9 
presidential election, while accusing 
Moscow of deploying them. 

“I am already seeing reaction by the 
Russians. They are already making excuses, 
saying things like we invited them here 
ourselves,” Mr. Lukashenka said. “It is obvi-
ous: justifications must be made for dirty 
intentions.”

The Kremlin denied any unlawful 
actions. 

Russia “does not know anything” about 
why the group of 33 Russian nationals had 
been detained in Belarus, Kremlin spokes-
man Dmitry Peskov said, as cited by 
German state broadcaster Deutsche Welle.

“Insinuations have appeared that some 
organizations from Russia are sending 
someone [to Belarus],” Mr. Peskov told 
reporters on July 30. “This is nothing but 
insinuations.”

Private military contractors are illegal in 
Russia, and Moscow doesn’t acknowledge 
their existence. 

Thirty-two of the alleged soldiers of for-
tune first stayed at a Minsk hotel on July 
25-26 before moving to a spa resort out-
side the Belarusian capital, where they 
were apprehended unarmed. One more 
purported mercenary was detained in the 
south of the country. 

Video footage released by state media 
showed them entering the premises of the 
spa with duffel bags and three large con-
tainers in tow. 

Ukraine to seek extradition of alleged
Russian mercenaries detained in Belarus

Full ceasefire went into effect July 27

(Continued on page 10)

by Roman Tymotsko

KYIV – As of 12:01 a.m. on July 27, a full 
and comprehensive ceasefire went into 
effect in the area of armed conflict in the 
Donbas region. The decision was adopted 
on July 22, at a regular meeting of the 
Trilateral Contact Group (Ukraine, Russia 

and the Organization for Security and 
Coooperation in Europe). All parties 
approved the ceasefire agreement, howev-
er, Russian proxies fired upon Ukrainian 
positions at 12:20 a.m. – 19 minutes after 
the start of the ceasefire. 

Russian occupying forces violate ceasefire
in the Donbas 19 minutes after its start

(Continued on page 4)

President Volodymyr Zelenskyy at the Stanytsia Luhanska checkpoint with the presi-
dent of the Swiss Confederation, Simonetta Sommaruga, during a working visit to the 

Donbas on July 23, four days before a ceasefire went into effect in the region.

Presidential Office of Ukraine

Minneapolis Ukrainian center educates teachers, public about Holodomor
by Walter Anastazievsky

MINEAPOLIS – For the second consecu-
tive year, the Center for Holocaust and 
Genocide Studies (CHGS) at the University 
of Minnesota partnered with the Ukrainian 
American Community Center (UACC) in 
Minneapolis to educate teachers and the 
public about the Holodomor. “This valued 
partnership provides the UACC with a plat-
form to raise awareness and promote 
Holodomor recognition,” stated Luda 
Anastazievsky, UACC programming direc-
tor, who leads the  center’s outreach and 
education efforts.

In August 2019, CHGS had invited the 
Ukrainian center to present at a summer 
workshop for middle and high school 
teachers from the Twin Cities and around 
the country. This week-long educator for 
educators provided an introduction to the 
legal and social concepts of genocide, as 
well as historical and contemporary exam-
ples of genocide, including the Holocaust 
and the genocides in Armenia, Bosnia, 

Cambodia and Ukraine. 
UACC member Walter Anastazievsky 

talked about the legacy of Holodomor, its 
commemoration within the Ukrainian 
community and efforts at recognition – 
information new to most of the attending 
educators. The Holodomor is not taught in 
most U.S. schools and is not a part of the 
social studies curriculum. Unlike several 
other states, Minnesota has no law man-
dating genocide education. Teachers 
expressed appreciation for this learning 
opportunity and were excited to receive 
the Holodomor teaching resources pre-
pared by Ms. Anastazievsky to assist them 
in lesson planning.

Earlier this year, the UACC team collabo-
rated with CHGS to create a Holodomor 
Resource Guide (https://cla.umn.edu/
chgs/holocaust-genocide-education/
resource-guides/holodomor) for the 
Genocide Education Outreach Program to 
promote the study of the Holodomor 

At the Holodomor exhibit at St. Constantine Ukrainian Catholic Church in 
Minneapolis ( from left) are: Halyna Chorolec, daughter of a Holodomor survivor; 
Wanda Bahmet, who survived the Holodomor as a child; and Stefan Iwaskewycz, 

grandson of a Holodomor survivor. 

Luda Anastazievsky

(Continued on page 12)
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Preliminary analysis of black boxes completed

International investigators in France 
have completed the download and prelimi-
nary analysis of data from the black boxes 
recovered from the Ukraine International 
Airlines (UIA) jet shot down by Iran in 
January, killing all 176 people on board. 
Canada’s Transportation Safety Board said 
on July 23 that the download and prelimi-
nary analysis of the cockpit voice and flight 
data was an “important milestone” in the 
investigation into the doomed flight. “The 
work in Paris is finished, but the investiga-
tion is far from over. There are still many 
key questions that need to be answered,” 
Transportation Safety Board Chairwoman 
Kathy Fox said. Ms. Fox did not say what 
the analysis had revealed, but she urged 
Iranian authorities leading the investiga-
tion to be transparent and credible. Iran 
agreed in June to send the black boxes to 
France’s civil aviation investigation bureau, 
ending a long dispute with Canada, Ukraine 
and France over access to the data. Many of 
the crash victims were Canadian citizens or 
permanent residents, or had Canada as 
their final destination. Iranian forces say 
they downed the Boeing 737 on January 8 
after mistaking it for an incoming missile at 
a time of high tensions with the United 
States. Iran later called it a “disastrous mis-
take” by forces who were on high alert. 
Iran’s Civil Aviation Organization’s interim 
report blamed the tragedy on the misalign-
ment of a radar system and lack of commu-
nication between the air-defense operator 
and his commanders. (RFE/RL)

Arson suspected in attack on activist’s home

Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy has called on law enforcement to 
find those responsible for a suspected 
arson attack on the home of a prominent 
anti-corruption activist that has caused 
deep concern among Western countries. 
Vitaliy Shabunin, who serves as the head of 
the Anti-Corruption Action Center’s execu-
tive board, showed reporters on July 23 the 
remains of his home in Kyiv, which burned 
down overnight. “The culprits must be 
found and punished,”Mr. Zelenskyy said in 
a statement, adding that such attacks “cast 
a shadow on the reputation of our state, on 

our institutions of power and especially on 
our law enforcement agencies.” No one was 
injured in the fire, which the anti-corrup-
tion organization described as an “assassi-
nation attempt” on Mr. Shabunin. Mr. 
Shabunin said his parents, who were in the 
house at the time, were able to escape 
unharmed. A neighbor told Mr. Shabunin 
that he saw an explosion before the home 
was engulfed in flames. The activist said 
workers had inspected the gas meter and 
pipes just two weeks ago. The police sus-
pect arson and are investigating. In a state-
ment, the Anti-Corruption Action Center 
called on President Zelenskyy to personally 
take control of all investigations into 
attacks on anti-corruption activists, saying 
that they did not trust the police or Internal 
Affairs Minister Arsen Avakov. If the fire at 
Mr. Shabunin’s home was the result of 
arson, it would not be the first time that he 
has been targeted. In 2018, he suffered 
chemical burns when attackers threw a 
green antiseptic in his face as he took part 
in a demonstration outside a prosecutor’s 
office in Kyiv. Mr. Shabunin said such 
attacks against activists continue under 
President Zelenskyy, who won last year in a 
landslide on a promise to fight corruption, 
because the new head of state hasn’t taken 
any serious steps to thwart them. “These 
are the consequences of his silence and 
inaction,” said Mr. Shabunin, referring to his 
destroyed home. Mr. Shabunin has lobbied 
for anti-corruption legislation and the 
recovery of assets stolen by officials. He 
said an arson attack would only make him 
work “even harder” to fight corruption. The 
suspected arson attack caused concern 
among Western diplomats, who have pres-
sured Ukraine to fight corruption and clean 
up its justice system. The U.S. Embassy in 
Kyiv said it was concerned about suspected 
attacks targeting political and civil society 
leaders. “In thriving democracies, citizens 
must be able to voice opinions without fear 
for their physical security,” it wrote on 
Twitter. Matti Maasikas, the European 
Union’s ambassador to Ukraine, wrote on 
Twitter that he was “very disturbed” by the 
suspected attack on Mr. Shabunin’s home. 
“I call on the authorities to investigate this 

(Continued on page 10)

 ANALYSIS

by Alla Hurska
Eurasia Daily Monitor

On July 9, the Security Service of Ukraine 
(SBU) arrested a group of radical pro-Rus-
sia separatists promoting the creation of a 
so-called “Zaporizhian People’s Republic” 
(ZPR). In 2014, these individuals allegedly 
tried to seize power in southeastern 
Ukraine’s Zaporizhia Oblast but had to flee 
to Luhansk, where they began cooperating 
with the Moscow-backed separatist 
authorities of the self-declared Luhansk 
and Donetsk “people’s republics” (LPR/
DPR). Having secretly returned to 
Zaporizhia, the perpetrators allegedly 
planned to carry out various subversive 
activities and distributed pro-Russia sepa-
ratist materials that called for the over-
throw of the constitutional order in 
Ukraine and the creation of the ZPR (Ssu.
gov.ua, July 9).

The arrested group of subversives was 
not the first indication of Moscow’s 
attempts to destabilize Ukrainian 
Zaporizhia, an important littoral region on 
the Azov Sea, northwest of occupied 
Crimea. A week earlier, on July 2, the SBU 
broke up the activities of a “bot farm” in the 
port city of Berdyansk that was generating 
fake/manipulative material for dissemina-
tion by 500 “bots” (fake/automated social 
media accounts) that were part of an 
extensive inter-regional network operated 
from Russia. The bot network was created 
by registering social media accounts using 
hundreds of SIM-cards of Ukrainian and 
Russian mobile operators. The SBU specifi-
cally uncovered a cache of almost 900 such 
SIM-cards at an apartment owned by one 
local resident involved with the bot farm. 
The information “throw-ins” produced by 
the Berdyansk bot farm were designed to 
sow panic during the coronavirus pandem-
ic as well as discredit the actions of 
Ukrainian authorities (Ssu.gov.ua, July 2). 

In June, the authorities exposed a mas-
sive network of pro-Russian bot farms run-
ning 10,000 bots in four Ukrainian regions. 
According to the SBU, it would be impossi-
ble to anonymously (without passports) 
purchase such a massive number of 
Russian SIM-cards without the support of 
Moscow’s special services (Liga.net, June 
16).

Also, on June 28, the Zaporizhian 
Cossacks’ “lower army” (nizovoye kazatst-
vo) opened an office in nearby Melitopol. 
This was sponsored by local entrepreneurs 
and supported by the Ukrainian Orthodox 
Church – Moscow Patriarchate (UOC-MP), 
with which Zaporizhian Cossacks have 
cooperated closely since the early 2000s. 
According to Ihor Lysenko, the head of the 
Melitopol “kuren” (local unit), the main 
goal of the organization is to protect “pub-
lic order” by training “people’s police” units 
to detain “suspects” (Nv.ua, July 1). 

The Cossacks are planning to patrol the 
Melitopol region and Ukrainian state bor-
ders, particularly the strategically vital 

Azov Sea coast. Mr. Lysenko affirmed that 
Cossacks are already conducting negotia-
tions with the Berdyansk border outpost. 
However, according to current Ukrainian 
legislation, non-state groups can partici-
pate in law enforcement activities only 
after obtaining special registration and 
strictly under the control of the National 
Police. As of early July, the Ukrainian police 
had not received any such request from the 
Melitopol kuren regarding joint patrols 
(Novynarnia.com, July 7). 

Additionally, the Cossack organization 
will apparently engage in patriotic educa-
tion of youth (Ria-m.tv, June 29). This 
seemingly “patriotic” initiative is quite 
alarming and threatens Ukraine’s national 
security.

Importantly, the Zaporizhian Cossack 
Army is led by Oleksandr Panchenko, the 
“chief ataman” famous for his ties to sever-
al Russian-based Cossack organizations 
that, under the patronage of the Russian 
Orthodox Church, participated in the 
“Russian Spring,” which led to the illegal 
annexation of Crimea (March 2014) and 
instability in Donbas (UNIAN, July 13, 
2020; see Jamestown.org, September 3, 
2019). 

Mr. Panchenko, who was present at the 
opening of the Melitopol office, had also 
been mentioned in a phone conversation 
between Vladimir Putin’s advisor, Sergei 
Glazyev, and the first deputy chair of the 
State Duma committee for the post-Soviet 
space, Konstantin Zatulin, as someone who 
would “assist with the creation of the 
Zaporizhia People’s Republic.” These 
records were made public in 2018, during 
a court hearing on the treason case against 
Viktor Yanukovych (Censor.net .ua, 
February 6, 2018). Furthermore, the 
Zaporizhian Cossack leader has received 
the highest award of the UOC-MP and the 
Ten Years of the Union of Cossacks of 
Russia medal (5.ua, June 30, 2020).

In 1994, Mr. Panchenko led the creation 
of the Zaporizhian Cossacks “lower army,” 
which assembled retired army and navy 
officers and Afghan War veterans. Among 
the main priorities of the newly created 
organization are military-patriotic educa-
tion of the youth, the preparation of its 
members for military service, as well as the 
protection of public order and the state 
border (with special interest in the 
Kherson, Zaporizhia and Donetsk oblasts 
as well as the Sea of Azov). Under Mr. 
Panchenko’s patronage, special para-mili-
tary Cossack schools (“dzhur”) were 
opened along with representative offices in 
the Dnipro, Kharkiv, Donetsk, Luhansk and 
Kherson regions. In 1999, his Army signed 
an agreement with the National Academy 
of the State Border Guard Service of 
Ukraine. Former graduates of “dzhur” 
schools first became students of the univer-
sity and later officers of the State Border 
Guard Service; they have since served in 
elite units of the Armed Forces of Ukraine 
and participated in United Nations peace-
keeping operations (Kvzn.zp.ua, December 
6, 2016). 

Mr. Panchenko and his pro-Russian 
Cossacks receive financial support from 
Vyacheslav Boguslayev, the president of the 
strategically important industrial giant 
Motor Sich and a former deputy chairper-
son of the Ukrainian parliamentary 
Committee on National Security and 

Zaporizhia Oblast: The next flash point
in Russia’s hybrid aggression against Ukraine?
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Correction
Due to an editing error in the article 

“Reflections on Rushnychok at 50” (July 
26), it was incorrectly noted that Loyola 
was affiliated with the University of 
Quebec. In fact, the college was affiliated 
with the University of Montreal. The cor-
rection has been made in our online edi-
tion.
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Mark VI for Ukraine: Key advantages for Ukraine’s maritime security
by Ihor Kabanenko

Eurasia Daily Monitor

The current security situation in the Black Sea region is 
far from stable and secure, having dramatically deteriorated 
due to aggressive Russian actions since 2014. Moscow has 
already achieved naval domination of the linked Sea of Azov, 
previously split by treaty between Russia and Ukraine. 
Moreover, Russia has applied artificial delays to vessels 
traveling to/from Ukrainian seaports before providing 
them with permission to pass through the Kerch Strait (de 
facto wholly controlled by Moscow following its illegal 
annexation of Crimea); and those same ships are routinely 
subjected to unwarranted onboard inspections by Russia’s 
Federal Security Service (FSB) Coast Guard since spring 
2018. Those delays reached 115 to 124.2 hours per vessel 
in November 2018. This Russian “boa constrictor” strategy 
aims at stifling Ukraine’s ports at Mariupol and Berdyansk 
(see Eurasia Daily Monitor, June 11, 2018). 

It should be noted that the reduction in such artificial 
delays in March-June of this year should not be taken as 
evidence of a change in Russia’s strategy. Rather, the drop 
in wait times was likely caused by the COVID-2019 pan-
demic in Russia’s Krasnodar Krai and occupied Crimea, 
where the FSB Coast Guard’s Black Sea ships and boats are 
based (Black Sea News, July 15).

In the six years since the Crimean annexation, Moscow 
has continued to rely on “hybrid” (new generation) war-
fare as the operational center of gravity in the region has 
shifted from one geographic area to another (Black Sea 
News, July 14). According to this approach, Moscow is con-
tinuing the creeping de facto annexation of Ukraine’s sov-
ereign waters. At present, Ukraine no longer controls more 
than 70 percent of its maritime exclusive economic zone 
(EEZ). This equals the total territory of South Korea or 
Iceland (Investigator.org.ua, June 10).

After seizing Ukrainian offshore natural gas rigs located 
in the Black Sea between annexed Crimea and Ukraine’s 
Serpent Island, Russia has militarized them and created a 
mobile anti-access/area-denial (A2/AD) zone around them, 
patrolled 24/7 by Russian missile frigates/corvettes and/or 
FSB boats. The minimum distance from those occupied gas 
rigs to the coast of Odesa Oblast is only 41.9 nautical miles 
(nm); to Kherson Oblast it is 28.2 nm; and to Serpent Island 
– 27.1 nm (Black Sea News, January 13). Hence, any Russian 
missile ship deployed to this area could hold the sea lane 
approaches to Odesa continually in the crosshairs of a mis-
sile sight. Moreover, the mobile A2/AD zone around the 
seized gas rigs has left only a narrow maritime corridor for 
international shipping to/from Odesa, between Serpent 
Island and the Tavryda gas rig. The threat of a maritime 
blockade of this route by Russian naval forces is real.

 NEWS ANALYSIS

 FOR THE RECORD

Ukrinform

KYIV – “Emphasizing the importance of upholding the 
fundamental principles of sovereignty, territorial integrity 
and independence, I would like to remind you of the illegal 
occupation of Ukrainian Crimea. We need greater OSCE 
[Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe] 
involvement in this issue,” Minister of Defense of Ukraine 
Andriy Taran said during the online meeting of the OSCE 
Forum for Security Cooperation on July 22.

The Ukrainian minister expressed his belief that 
Crimea-related sanctions “must stay in place until Russia 
returns control over the peninsula to Ukraine.”

Mr. Taran also stressed that the security situation in the 
Donbas, near Ukraine’s borders, in the Black Sea and the 
Sea of Azov “remains tense and is characterized by ongoing 
unprecedented militarization, occupation of the sovereign 
territories of Ukraine and Georgia, and obstruction of free-
dom of navigation.”

“We believe that greater OSCE attention and involve-
ment in these processes is needed. Improved monitoring 
of the situation by the SMM [Special Monitoring Mission] is 
important to provide an impartial picture, even to a limited 
extent due to the constant restrictions on freedom of 
movement,” Ukraine’s defense minister said.

Ukraine’s defense minister seeks 
greater involvement of OSCE  
in solving issue of Crimea’s occupation

The text of the following statement was released by the gov-
ernments of the United States of America, Estonia, Latvia, and 
Lithuania on July 22, on the occasion of the 80th anniversary 
of the Welles Declaration. Source: U.S. Department of State.

Today we celebrate the 80th anniversary of the Welles 
Declaration, which laid the foundation for the United States 
of America’s non-recognition policy, by which it never for-
mally accepted the occupa-
tion and annexation of 
E s t o n i a ,  L a t v i a  a n d 
Lithuania by the Soviet 
Union.

The Welles Declaration 
established an internation-
al framework for the sur-
vival of the three Baltic 
states de jure throughout 
the entire period of Soviet 
occupation and for the 
eventual restoration of 
statehood of Estonia, Latvia 
and Lithuania. The people 
of Estonia, Latvia and 
Lithuania value and cherish the declaration for the hope 
that it gave during the difficult times of totalitarian rule.

We stand firmly against any attempts by Russia to 
rewrite history in order to justify the 1940 occupation and 
annexation of the Baltic states by the Soviet Union. The 
Welles Declaration shows that already in 1940 the free 
world recognized the Soviet action for what it was – an ille-
gal act of forceful annexation. Regrettably, even the end of 
WW II a few years later did not bring liberation to the 

Baltic states and other nations in Eastern and Central 
Europe; instead, it brought repression and persecution.

The legacy of the Welles Declaration and the United 
States’ firm support of the Baltic states’ sovereignty and 
territorial integrity led to a prospering relationship 
between our nations after the fall of the Soviet Union. 
Through our membership in the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization, we have become strong allies, working 

together to safeguard peace 
and stability.

The commitment of Estonia, 
Latvia and Lithuania to the 
trans-Atlantic alliance remains 
unquestionable. The Baltic 
states value the United States’ 
contribution to European 
defense, notably through main-
taining regular deployments of 
forces to the Baltic states – cru-
cial to deter any potential 
adversary.

The Welles Declaration’s 
historic importance remains 
highly relevant in the 21st cen-

tury, when some countries challenge the key principles and 
norms of a rules-based international order – notably sover-
eignty and territorial integrity. The principles of the Welles 
Declaration were rightly invoked again on July 25, 2018, 
when the United States confirmed its refusal to accept the 
attempted annexation of Crimea by the Russian Federation.

We – Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania and the United States – 
stand together in support of a rules-based international 
order that ensures security and prosperity for every nation.

Joint statement by U.S. secretary of state
and foreign ministers of the Baltic states

The principles of the Welles 
Declaration were rightly 
invoked again on July 
25, 2018, when the United 
States confirmed its refusal 
to accept the attempted an-
nexation of Crimea by the 
Russian Federation.

U.S. Secretary of State Michael R. Pompeo released the fol-
lowing message on July 22.

The Welles Declaration is a proud moment in the histo-
ry of U.S. foreign policy and friendship with the peoples of 
Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania. Eighty years ago, the United 
States pointedly refused to recognize the illegal incorpora-
tion of the Baltic states into the Soviet Union. The Soviet 
Union’s criminal act was accomplished through the sign-
ing of secret protocols to the Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact 
with Nazi Germany in August 1939. Through decades of 
Soviet occupation and attempts at forced assimilation, the 
United States never ceased to recognize the sovereignty of 
the three Baltic states. Throughout those dark days, the 
peoples of Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania never lost hope 
that the doors of the Soviet “prison of nations” would one 
day open; nor did the United States.

The Welles Declaration is no mere historical artifact. 
Just as the United States never recognized the Baltic states’ 
forced incorporation into the Soviet Union, so it will never 
accept Russia’s attack on the sovereignty and territorial 
integrity of Ukraine and Georgia, through its purported 
annexation of Crimea, its support for destabilizing proxies 
in eastern Ukraine, or its occupation of Abkhazia and South 
Ossetia.

The partnership between the United States of America 
and Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania is based on our joint dedi-
cation to democracy, human rights and rule of law. Today as 
always, we remain firmly committed to respect for the sov-
ereignty, territorial integrity and political independence of 
all states. I join the governments and peoples of Estonia, 
Latvia and Lithuania in commemorating this date, reaffirm-
ing our alliance and democratic partnership, and looking 
forward to further close cooperation in the years to come.

On the 80th anniversary of the Welles Declaration

A number of Ukrainian experts have associated the lat-
est observed increases of Russian military activities in the 
Black Sea (as well as in Crimea and the Donbas) with the 
ongoing water crisis in Crimea (Tyzhden.ua, June 1; Nv.ua, 
June 3; see EDM, May 21, June 29). This has sparked con-
cerns that Russia may use this year’s Kavkaz 2020 large-
scale military exercise as a smokescreen for renewed 
hybrid or direct attacks against Ukraine’s southern regions, 
including the Kakhovka water reservoir, used until 2014 to 
supply Dnipro River water to Crimea (Ukrinform, 24tv.ua, 
June 29; UATV, June 24). It should be noted that the 
Kremlin’s aggressive rhetoric on this issue has, indeed, 
been intensifying. As such, the Ochakiv sea-river node, 
Kherson and Mykolayiv river ports, as well as Serpent 
Island deserve more attention to evaluate the real threat 
impact. At the same time, the above-mentioned threats are 
dynamic and create a dangerous maritime environment 
not only for Ukraine but for the whole region.

In the six years since Crimea’s annexation, however, 
Ukraine still lacks sufficient naval forces to defend its sov-
ereignty at sea. Kyiv urgently needs capable assets to deter 

Russia as well as adequately respond to the latter’s naval 
build-up and regional activities. This is not possible sym-
metrically, because of Ukraine’s unfavorable balance of sea 
power with Russia. The Russian Black Sea Fleet includes 
dozens of warships and combat boats, several submarines 
as well as coastal missile batteries. Those assets are 
equipped with up to 200 anti-ship and cruise missiles and 
are capable of controlling massive areas of sea. Ukraine 
possesses only a handful of warships and several combat 
boats, with zero anti-ship-missile potential.

This is why Ukraine needs to find asymmetric ways to 
respond. The “Naval Strategy of Ukraine up to 2035” clari-
fied this notion well, advocating for the so-called “mosquito 
fleet,” the creation of which has been designated as priority 
until 2030 (Navy.mil.gov.ua, January 11, 2019; Zn.ua, April 
24, 2020). On June 17, the U.S. Department of State 
approved a possible foreign military sale to the govern-
ment of Ukraine of up to 16 Mark VI Patrol Boats and relat-
ed equipment for an estimated cost of $600 million ([Dsca.

(Continued on page 14)
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As of 7:30 p.m. on July 27, the OSCE 
Special Monitoring Mission recorded 111 
ceasefire violations in the Donetsk region, 
including 21 explosions. According to the 
commander-in-chief of the Joint Forces, 
Volodymyr Kravchenko, the Ukrainian 
armed forces did not respond to the shell-
ing. 

The first deputy head of Ukraine’s dele-
gation to the Trilateral Contact Group 
(TCG), Deputy Prime Minister Oleksii 
Reznikov, said he believes that it is not yet 
necessary to speak of “ceasefire violations” 
and noted that the cases of shelling should 
be investigated with the OSCE’s participa-
tion.

“Right now, everyone is worried about 
the information that the shots allegedly 
took place – exact confirmation about 
which we expect. But I would suggest that 
this does not mean a violation of the cease-
fire,” said Mr. Reznikov. “It means that there 
are facts of violations… This case is subject 
to investigation and disciplinary action if it 
is a malicious violation.”

The deputy prime minister, who is also 
the minister for reintegration of the tempo-
rarily occupied territories of Ukraine, said 
he remains optimistic about the situation 
and believes there is still a chance for a 
truce. Nonetheless, he stressed that, if 
these are not “accidental, isolated viola-
tions of the regime of silence,” but real 
aggression, which violates the measures 
agreed upon by the TCG, the Ukrainian mil-
itary will use Article 40 of the Hague 
Convention of 1907 on the Laws and 
Customs of War. The article clearly states 
that, if one of the parties violates the armi-
stice, the other can automatically withdraw 
from it and resume hostilities.

Earlier, the Presidential Office had called 
the decision on a ceasefire in the Donbas a 
breakthrough in the work of the TCG and 
praised Ukraine’s international partners in 
Berlin and Paris. Ukraine has reaffirmed its 
full willingness to comply with the agree-

ments. The regime of a full and compre-
hensive ceasefire, if observed by the other 
party, is a fundamental precondition for 
implementing the Minsk agreements, 
which paves the way for the implementa-
tion of other provisions of these agree-
ments. 

Ukraine’s position is that elections in the 
temporarily occupied territories are possi-
ble only after a comprehensive de-escala-
tion, the withdrawal of foreign military 
units and equipment, the disarmament of 
illegal armed groups and restoration of 
control over the Ukrainian-Russian border 
by the government of Ukraine. The agree-
ments do not foresee any compromises 
regarding elections in the Donbas. 
Elections must be held in accordance with 
the legislation of Ukraine and under OSCE 
Copenhagen standards. Ukraine hopes that 
implementation of all agreements will 
make the next summit of the Normandy 
Four in Berlin possible.

“We have a lot of professionals in con-
stant negotiations in the format of meet-
ings of the Trilateral Contact Group, and 
who have agreed on a very serious step for 
our whole country – a permanent cease-
fire. This document is now awaiting signing 
by all parties to the Normandy Group. I 
believe that all parties – Ukraine, France, 
Germany and Russia – will sign it. I believe 
the time may come when there will be a 
permanent ceasefire,” President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy told the news media near the 
Stanytsia Luhanska checkpoint during a 
working trip to the Donbas on July 23. The 
president noted that Ukraine is fulfilling its 
part of the Minsk agreements, and the 
whole world sees this. The other party also 
must also demonstrate the willingness to 
comply with them, he added.

Ukrainian Defense Minister Andriy 
Taran pointed out that Article 51 of the 
United Nations Charter gives a country the 
right to defend itself. At the same time, he 
stressed that Ukraine has the political will 
to achieve a permanent ceasefire, and he 
expressed hope that the other side will also 
be able to demonstrate this.

On the eve of the ceasefire, on July 26, 

President Zelenskyy had a phone conversa-
tion with Russian Federation President 
Vladimir Putin. The two leaders discussed 
the implementation of the agreements 
reached during the Normandy Summit on 
December 9, 2019, in Paris. Mr. Zelenskyy 
brought up security issues in the Donbas. 
According to information from the 
Presidential Office of Ukraine, Mr. Putin 
supported the ceasefire agreement. The 
leaders agreed on the necessity to imple-
ment additional measures to maintain a 
ceasefire in the Donbas.

However, the very next day, Dmitry 
Peskov, a spokesman for the Russian presi-
dent, said that Russia could not guarantee 
compliance with the ceasefire in the 
Donbas because it is not a party to the con-
flict, as reported by the Russian news agen-
cy TASS. According to Mr. Putin’s spokes-
man, the agreement on an indefinite truce 
in Donbas is “a significant and positive step 
towards strengthening mutual trust and 
easing tensions on the line of contact.”

According to the Presidential Office of 
Ukraine, in their phone call the Ukrainian 
and Russian presidents also discussed the 
Law on the Special Procedure for Local 
Self-Government in Certain Districts of the 
Donetsk and Luhansk Regions, and the 
Law on Decentralization, which provides 
for amendments to the Constitution of 
Ukraine. 

Numerous experts and observers have 
criticized Mr. Zelenskyy for discussing 
changes in Ukraine’s legislation with the 
Russian president, arguing that Mr. Putin 
must not have any influence on the 
Constitution of Ukraine. Federalization and 
a special status for the Donbas region, they 
say, are in keeping with the Kremlin’s sce-
nario and were a part of its plan before the 
start of Russian armed aggression. 

The fact that these topics were dis-
cussed by the two presidents, as well as 
violations of the ceasefire, sparked protests 
in Kyiv in front of the Presidential Office 
and on Independence Square (Maidan 
Nezalezh nosty). 

On July 28, former Ukrainian President 
Leonid Kuchma announced that he is 

resigning as the head of the Ukrainian dele-
gation to the Trilateral Contact Group. Mr. 
Zelenskyy stressed that Mr. Kuchma’s work 
in the Minsk process was extremely impor-
tant and, at the same time, difficult. The 
president added that he respects Mr. 
Kuchma’s decision to end his participation 
in the TCG.

“Thank you for all the efforts you have 
made to unblock the Minsk process to 
achieve peace. Your experience was crucial 
and essential. I am always ready to listen to 
your advice in the future,” President 
Zelenskyy said during a meeting with Mr. 
Kuchma on July 28. 

For his part, the former president of 
Ukraine noted that the work of the TCG 
had resumed and advanced significantly 
during the past year. Several important 
steps have been taken, and necessary 
agreements have been reached, he said. Mr. 
Kuchma stated that he is ready to share his 
experience and provide consultations on 
steps towards peace.

“When we know exactly how difficult 
this work is, the choice of a person who can 
lead the Ukrainian delegation in the 
Trilateral Contact Group is just as difficult. 
We need to find a balance,” President 
Zelenskyy said on July 29. “A person Russia 
is talking to, a person who is – most impor-
tantly – respected in Ukraine. A person 
who can dominate at the negotiating table. 
A person who can react, who will not 
betray Ukraine in challenging moments. 
Our territorial integrity, our sovereignty 
are at stake. Hence, not only our present 
but also the future of Ukraine,” he said at a 
briefing.

Mr. Zelenskyy reported that there are 
several candidates for the post. In particu-
lar, Deputy Prime Minister Reznikov and 
the first post-1991 president of Ukraine, 
Leonid Kravchuk. Talks are also under way 
with other candidates for the post. 

“There will be a leader, and people 
together with the leader of the delegation 
of Ukraine must be one team. Therefore, in 
the coming days, there will be an official 
confirmation of this or that person,” Mr. 
Zelenskyy said.

(Continued from page 1)
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UNHCR and Norwegian Refugee Council repair 5,000 homes destroyed in Donbas war
U.N. Office for the Coordination  

of Humanitarian Affairs

KYIV – Since 2015, the United Nations 
Refugee Agency (UNHCR) and the 
Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC) in 
Ukraine have partnered to repair and reha-
bilitate more than 5,000 homes destroyed 
during the conflict in the east of Ukraine. 

With funds provided by international 
donors to UNHCR, NRC was able to provide 
shelter to those who needed the most. 
Although this partnership is coming to an 
end, both UNHCR and NRC will continue 
providing emergency relief in the form of 
legal aid, winterization assistance, and 
other protection and humanitarian assis-
tance projects.

The conflict in eastern Ukraine has 
entered its seventh year and continues gen-
erating humanitarian needs and impacting 
those most vulnerable. According to the 
United Nations Humanitarian Needs 
Overview 2020, over 55,000 residential 
buildings have been damaged during the 
conflict on both sides of the contact line 
that today runs across the east of Ukraine. 
During 2019, 738 homes were hit by shell-
ing; as of mid-July, humanitarian organiza-

tions have repaired more than 60 percent 
of this damage.

During 2018-2019, the Norwegian 
Refugee Council conducted damage assess-
ments in both the Donetsk and Luhansk 
oblasts, specifically in the communities 
along the Ukrainian government-controlled 
side of the contact line. The results of the 
assessment identified a baseline of 3,189 
damaged properties across the two oblasts.

Therefore, shelter needs remain signifi-
cant in many places in eastern Ukraine, 
especially in hard to reach areas with high 
insecurity and limited physical access near 
the contact line. To compound the problem, 
Ukraine has long and harsh winter periods 
during which weather conditions affect the 
timing for repair works. 

Another challenge faced by the local 
populations is the complex bureaucratic 
procedures to access shelter assistance 
provided by the Ukrainian state. Moreover, 
there remains a challenge in non-govern-
ment-controlled areas (NGCA) and the 
grey zone to get relevant and verifiable 
data on damage to residential properties. 
Due to the lack of sustained humanitarian 
access, the partners have been unable to 
conduct a systematic assessment of dam-

age in NGCA.
Since the beginning of the conflict in the 

east of Ukraine, international donors have 
provided significant financial support to 
NRC’s shelter interventions investing over 
$3.7 million (U.S.) in the region to assist 
people in rebuilding their lives. The donors 
of NRC included UNHCR, the Norwegian 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the European 
Union Civil Protection and Humanitarian 
Aid (ECHO), the “Pope for Ukraine initia-
tive,” the government of Japan and the 
United States of America (Bureau of 
Population, Refugees and Migration) as well 
as the Swedish International Development 
Cooperation Agency.

Volodymyr Bosak, 58, a resident of 
Maryinka, recounted his experience. “Our 
residential house was damaged by shelling 
five years ago. We were not able to repair it 
due to lack of money. I am the only one 
who receives a pension. My wife is unem-
ployed and is not yet entitled to a pension. 
All this time we have lived in the small and 
ill-equipped ‘garden house,’ which is very 
cold in winter. We are extremely grateful 
for helping us have a home again.”

Shelter assistance in Ukraine provides 
durable solutions for displaced people and 

returnees, while at the same time address-
es new emergency needs in areas along 
the contact line. Working with different 
international and national partners, 
UNHCR has supported over 21,000 repairs 
since the beginning of the conflict in east-
ern Ukraine.

“The shelter project shows how effec-
tive and swift international humanitarian 
assistance can be during a complex emer-
gency that might overwhelm the local 
authorities and civil society who might not 
be able to respond as quickly as needed. 
We strongly believe in the resilience of 
Ukrainians, and we are sure that national 
efforts of the government of Ukraine to 
support the shelter needs is the right way 
forward,” said Pablo Mateu, UNHCR repre-
sentative in Ukraine.

As the NRC’s shelter program comes to a 
close, the detailed damage assessment 
report for the Donetsk and Luhansk oblasts 
will be handed over to regional authorities. 
In Donetsk oblast, local authorities togeth-
er with the State Emergency Service of 
Ukraine have allocated more than 22 mil-
lion hrv to provide repairs to more than 
1,200 households since 2018. This inter-
vention will continue in 2020.

Defense (Library.znu.edu.ua, accessed July 
8; Rada.gov.ua, accessed July 15).

Importantly, Melitopol and Berdyansk lie 
along the M14 highway, which forms part 
of the Black Sea Economic Association 
transportation corridor. The latter connects 
Transnistria with the Russian border via 
Odesa-Kherson-Nova Kahovka-Melitopol-
B e r dya n s k- M a r i u p o l - N o vo a z o v s k 

(Euro2012highway.blogspot.com, accessed 
July 15). The road is also the only transport 
artery physically connecting the LPR/DPR 
with Crimea. Put another way, the M14 
links Russian paramilitary (Cossacks) and 
military formations in Transnistria, Crimea, 
the Donbas and Russia. Pro-Russian 
Cossacks have participated in each of the 
conflicts in these aforementioned regions 
and they have local chapters all along the 
M14 (Odesa, Kherson, Melitopol, Mariupol, 
etc.) (see Jamestown.org, June 25, 2019).

 Control over this route and Zaporizhia 

would provide Russia with total access to 
the Kakhovka Reservoir and enable 
Moscow to redirect Ukrainian water sup-
plies to occupied Crimea. Moreover, pro-
Russian activities in Zaporizhia could play a 
double role: military support in case of 
Russian military intervention and pro-Rus-
sian agitation ahead of local elections (fall 
2020).

Russia’s involvement in Zaporizhia is a 
clear example of continuity and tradition. 
The region, which acquired strategic 
importance under the reign of Catherine 

the Great (as a part of “Novorossiya”), 
remains a priority for Moscow. “Hybrid” 
threats – information and cyber operations, 
use of Cossacks and other paramilitary for-
mations, and the Orthodox Church – is the 
reality Ukraine must not ignore, especially 
considering the grim experience of Crimea 
and the Donbas.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 2)
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Ukrainians have mobilized to include the word “Holodomor” and its definition in 
major English-language dictionaries, including Oxford, Merriam-Webster and 
Dictionary.com, as a start for this effort. According to Deeptruth.ca, the broader goal 
of this initiative is to “help raise awareness of the Holodomor, increase the number 
of countries that recognize it as an act of genocide, and unmask the truth about 
modern-day genocides that continue to be perpetrated around the world today.” 
Currently, Ukraine and 15 other countries recognize the Holodomor as genocide. 

The organization Deeptruth.ca on July 21 posted an online petition to have 
Holodomor recognized by the aforementioned dictionaries. The website also fea-
tures a clever video (https://youtu.be/Gfuue2nP_Ro) using “deepfake” technology 
from the very man who perpetrated it – Joseph Stalin – to tell the truth about the 
Holodomor, the Famine-Genocide of 1933-1933 that killed millions of Ukrainians. 
(The video was posted two weeks before the publication of this newspaper issue.)

The 75-second video is produced by Toronto-based ad agency Mixtape (MXTP.ca) 
in collaboration with Paul “The Fakening” Shales (fakening.com), a world-leading 
pioneer of deepfake technology whose vignettes involving politicians, business lead-
ers and entertainers regularly go viral. With access to rare color film footage of 
Stalin, Shales used Artificial Intelligence to map the Soviet dictator’s features onto 
the face of a modern-day actor and bring Stalin back to life. In the video, Stalin 
declares himself the true originator of “fake news” for having covered up the magni-
tude of the 1932-1933 famine in Ukraine and concealed from the world the engi-
neered murder of millions of innocent men, women and children.

The Deeptruth.ca campaign and website were conceived by the Holodomor 
National Awareness Tour of Canada, the organization credited with the very success-
ful Holodomor Mobile Classroom (https://holodomortour.ca). The Holodomor 
National Awareness Tour is a project of the Canada-Ukraine Foundation.

This new initiative urges action by individuals and organizations to promote the 
campaign among English-speaking countries, including Canada, the United States, 
Great Britain and Australia. Since 2008, the Association of Ukrainians in Great 
Britain has continued to work for inclusion of “Holodomor” in the Oxford English-
language dictionary. 

Stefan Romaniw, first vice-president of the Ukrainian World Congress, and the co-
chair for government relations of the Australian Federation of Ukrainian 
Organizations (AFUO), spoke on July 21 with Bogdan Rudnytski on the Internet radio 
station SBS Ukrainian (sbs.com.au) and noted the 22 member organizations of AFUO 
are coordinating their efforts with the Ukrainian World Congress (www.ukraian-
worldcongress.org), where information and links for the online petition can be found.

Similar petitions can be found on the change.org website, (www.change.org/p/
merriam-webster-dictionary-help-us-get-the-word-holodomor-included-in-all-
major-english-dictionaries).

The word “Holodomor” is derived from the two Ukrainian words “moryty” and 
“holod” – murder or killing, and starvation. When combined, it literally means “to kill 
by starvation.” Although usage of the word began to increase after the 1970s thanks 
to diaspora publications in North America, the word’s early usage was documented 
by Ukrainian diaspora publications based in Czechoslovakia in the 1930s to describe 
the genocide. The first official use of the word in Ukraine was in 1987 after the intro-
duction of the Soviet policy of glasnost (openness). “Holodomor” was included in 
Ukrainian dictionaries in 2004, which describe it as “artificial hunger, organized on a 
vast scale by a criminal regime against a country’s population.”

Recent scholarly treatment of the Holodomor by authors such as Prof. Timothy 
Snyder and Anne Applebaum has increased awareness of the Holodomor not only 
within scholarly circles, but also throughout political circles, which continue to dis-
cuss the recognition of the Holodomor as genocide. The foundation of such work can 
be credited to Robert Conquest, author of “Harvest of Sorrow,” Raphael Lemkin, who 
coined the term “genocide,” and James Mace, executive director of the U.S. 
Commission on the Ukraine Famine. 

This latest effort to raise awareness of the Holodomor follows the success of the 
film “Mr. Jones,” by director Agnieszka Holland and screenwriter Andrea Chalupa, 
that offers the lesser-known perspective of Holodomor reporting by Welsh journal-
ist Gareth Jones.

The U.S. National Holodomor Committee is expected to announce additional mea-
sures and efforts to push for “Holodomor” to be included in English dictionaries. The 
Ukrainian Congress Committee of America (UCCA), the Ukrainian Canadian Congress 
(UCC) and the Ukrainian World Congress (UWC) have also joined the campaign.

Additional information on this campaign may be obtained by contacting Roma 
Dzerowicz, executive director of the Canada-Ukraine Foundation, at 620 Spadina 
Ave., Second Floor, Toronto, Ontario, M5S 2H4; telephone, 416-966-9800; website, 
www.cufoundation.ca. 

The Ukrainian Weekly

Last year, on August 6, 2019, just three weeks after a ceasefire 
had been agreed, Russia-backed forces opened fire at Ukrainian 
military positions, using grenade-launchers, machine guns and 
assault rifles. During the preceding week, four Ukrainian soldiers 
– Oleksandr Sharko (1988-2019), Vladislav Rak (1998-2019), 
Serhiy Shandra (1995-2019) and Vasyl Kurdov (1999-2019) – 

were killed in the fighting, which marked the highest daily death toll since President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy took office.
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Turning the pages back...

by Paul Goble

Many assume Vladimir Putin’s obsessive 
attention to the defense of Russia’s borders 
is rooted in the loss of Moscow’s control 
over the former union republics and occu-
pied Baltic countries in 1991, says political 
analyst Pavel Luzin. But while that matters, 
in fact, Mr. Putin has become especially ner-
vous about it since his occupation and 
annexation of Ukraine’s Crimea.

In addition to everything else, the 
Anschluss not only meant that Russia is 
again like the USSR (as regards the Baltic 
countries it occupied), a state with only 
partially recognized borders, but also creat-
ed new problems for domestic territorial 
arrangements within the country, the ana-
lyst from Perm notes (region.expert/for-
bidden-lands/).

On the one hand, except for Moscow and 
some of its closest clients, members of the 
international community do not recognize 
Russia’s occupation of Crimea and 
Sevastopol – a reality that undoubtedly 
reminds the Kremlin of the situation before 
1991 when most Western countries did not 
recognize the Soviet occupation of Estonia, 
Latvia and Lithuania.

Many both in Russia and the West 
believe that the West’s non-recognition pol-
icy with regard to the Baltic countries not 
only encouraged the non-Russian union 
republics to seek independence but made it 
far easier for Western governments to 
move from recognizing the continuing 

independence of the former to recognizing 
the new independence of the latter.

By annexing Ukraine’s Crimea, Mr. Putin 
has thus put a delayed action mine under 
the Russian Federation potentially far more 
serious than any he continues to blame 
Soviet leaders for doing, something that 
explains his obsession with including in the 
Constitution and drafting new laws against 
any call to change Russia’s borders against 
Moscow’s interests.

Mr. Putin has made this problem worse, 
Mr. Luzin suggests, by keeping the door 
open to moving them in the opposite direc-
tion and expanding Moscow’s rule over an 
ever greater territory, an approach that has 
further undermined the notion that the 
borders of the Russian Federation are real-
ly permanent. 

And on the other hand, because of two 
decisions the Russian president made fol-
lowing the takeover of Crimea, Moscow 
potentially faces more challenges to its rule 
than anyone could have expected. It 
absorbed Crimea as a republic but delinked 
it from ethnicity, and it allowed the relative-
ly small city of Sevastopol to enter the 
Russian Federation as a federal subject.

The first of these, obviously, raised the 
possibility that other federal subjects not 
defined in ethnic terms could aspire to 
republic status, something that is now on 
view in the Khabarovsk demonstrations. 
And the second raised the equally unsettling 

by Paul Goble

Since April 2015, the Ukrainian authori-
ties have renamed more than 51,000 place 
names, including 1,000 cities and towns, 26 
districts, 75 academic institutions, 30 rail-
way stations and several ports, replacing 
Soviet-imposed names with Ukrainian 
ones, Anton Drobovych, head of the Kyiv 
Institute of National Memory, says.

And as part of this same effort, officials 
have removed about 2,500 Soviet-era stat-
ues from public places. Just over half of 
these are statues of Vladimir Lenin; and at 
the present time, there are only three stat-
ues to the founder of the Bolshevik state 
remaining in Ukraine. All three are in Odesa 
Oblast, whose officials pledge to remove 
them and 19 other Soviet symbols soon.

Obviously, many Ukrainians view this as 
a necessary step to get out from under the 
totalitarian past and to put them on a 
course independent from Moscow. But a 
new survey conducted by the Kucheriv 
Democratic Initiatives Foundation and the 
Kyiv International Institute of Sociology 

finds the Ukrainian nation is still divided 
about them.

The poll shows that for Ukraine as a 
whole, just under half of the population 
opposes this program, while a third sup-
ports it and efforts Kyiv has made to realize 
it, and a fifth are indifferent to this program 
(dif.org.ua/article/shostiy-rik-dekomuni-
zatsii-stavlennya-naselennya-do-zaboroni-
simvoliv-totalitarnogo-minulogo and imho-
club.lv/ru/material/pochti_polovina_
ukraincev_vistupaet_protiv_dekommuniza-
cii_ i_pereimenovanija_ulic_i_gorodov).

As one might expect from earlier sur-
veys, Kyiv’s decommunization program has 
the greatest support in western Ukraine, 
where 45 percent back it, but significantly 
less in the eastern and southern portions of 
the country, where support stands at 22 
percent and 24 percent, respectively. 
Younger people are more supportive of 
these changes than older ones.

Other findings of this survey, however, 
suggest that the views Ukrainians have 
about renaming streets and towns and 
removing statues should not be overly gen-
eralized and that far more support both 
Ukrainian national heroes and Ukraine’s 
integration with the European Union than 
the toponomy and statue numbers might 
suggest.

Almost half – 48 percent – of those sur-
veyed support giving public recognition to 
figures from the Ukrainian National 
Republic, with only 16 percent opposed. 
Only 31 percent of Ukrainians don’t view 
the USSR as “a universal evil,” and only 32 
percent prefer a union with Russia as 
against one with the European Union.

Crimean Anschluss in 2014 exacerbates
Kremlin’s fears about Khabarovsk protests

Ukrainians remain split after five-year effort
to eliminate Soviet place names and statues

(Continued on page 14)
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Paul Goble is a long-time specialist on 
ethnic and religious questions in Eurasia 
who has served in various capacities in the 
U.S. State Department, the Central 
Intelligence Agency and the International 
Broadcasting Bureau, as well as at the Voice 
of America and Radio Free Europe/Radio 
Liberty and the Carnegie Endowment for 
International Peace. The article above is 
reprinted with permission from his blog 
called “Window on Eurasia” (http://windo-
woneurasia2.blogspot.com/).

(Continued on page 12)
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by Ihor Mirchuk

We are told that today’s historic moment 
of racial reckoning necessitates a collective 
Ukrainian response. Though no other 
American ethnic group has put itself out to 
similar self-castigation, a “Call to Action for 
Racial Justice” with sharp criticisms of the 
Ukrainian community has been drawn up 
and published in Ukrainian newspapers. 

Alongside fleeting expressions of soli-
darity, this manifesto of sorts pushes a his-
torical narrative about Ukrainians in North 
America that is not only largely unhistoric 
but does a great injustice to the memory of 
past generations.

Casting Ukrainian immigrants as covert 
beneficiaries and co-perpetuators of a “rac-
ist order” may fit a neo-Marxist ideological 
dichotomy of oppressive whites-oppressed 
racial minorities, with Ukrainians posi-

tioned alongside other “white oppressors,” 
but it distorts the reality of the Ukrainian 
immigrant experience. An abundance of 
accounts attest that it was an experience 
characterized by constant battles with 
extreme hardships, biased attitudes and 
discrimination camouflaged under various 
guises, much of it stemming from malicious 
stereotyping of Ukrainians (many have 
wondered if there isn’t a glass ceiling for 
Ukrainian Americans when it comes to 
high-level government appointments). 

For most Ukrainian immigrants to 
Canada, life there began with placement on 
inferior virgin lands and the unenviable, 
unaided task of bringing the prairie bush to 
cultivation on which their survival depend-
ed. In the U.S., immigrants had little choice 
but to labor cheaply in the debilitating and 
dangerous conditions of coal mines and 
sweatshops.  Even many post-war 
Ukrainian intellectuals could find employ-
ment only in menial jobs. It’s quite a stretch 
to find in their story much advantage for 
being part of a “racial system that recogniz-
es us as white people.”

There are no records of Ukrainian slave-
owners in America or of Ukrainians living 
in the south during Jim Crow to talk about 

The monument-vandalizing craze cur-
rently sweeping the United States has 
crossed the border into Canada. Two recent 
incidents have particular significance for 
the Ukrainian community.

The first to be brought to public atten-
tion (though the second in chronological 
order) was the defacing of the fence sign in 
front of construction site for the forthcom-
ing Memorial to the Victims of Communism 
in Ottawa with the message “communism 
will win.” The vandals also included three 
hammer and sickle symbols. (See The 
Weekly’s front page of July 12).

The memorial’s construction is adminis-
tered by the National Capital Commission, a 
federal Crown corporation charged, in part, 
with maintenance of statues and monu-
ments in Canada’s capital city. It was 
launched, in part, by Tribute to Liberty, a 
non-profit organization that promoted the 
idea for the memorial and helped raise 
funds for its construction.

In reacting to this hate crime, the 
Ukrainian Canadian Congress (UCC) stated 
it was “saddened by the disgraceful act of 
vandalism that took place at the site of the 
Memorial to the Victims of Communism – 
Canada, a Land of Refuge”

“The Memorial to the Victims of 
Communism is to be a national place of 
mourning, reflection, contemplation and 
remembrance, honoring the millions of 
innocent victims murdered by Communist 
regimes throughout the world,” the UCC 
continued.

“Millions of people, including many 

Ukrainians, who were subjected to the bru-
tality and inhumanity of Communism, fled 
to Canada – where they found liberty and 
peace. That this sight was desecrated 
through this act of hate is unacceptable and 
deplorable, and an insult to the hallowed 
memory of the millions of innocent victims 
of Communism,” added the UCC.

Frankly, the vandals’ statement that 
“communism will win” is laughable. 
Everywhere Communist parties came to 
power, they not only created totalitarian 
dictatorships that cracked down on dissent, 
oppressed minorities, violated human 
rights, committed genocide but, in direct 
violation of professed Marxist ideology – 
exploited workers for the benefit of a rich 
and powerful Communist Party elite. 

Perhaps the most telling moment came 
at this year’s Academy Awards when the 
producers of the Best Documentary, 
“American Factory,” shouted out the closing 
slogan of Karl Marx’s 1848 Communist 
Manifesto – “Workers of the World Unite.” 
Except that in this case, the exploiters 
weren’t some 19th century capitalists, but 
21st century Communists. Yes, Communists. 
The film is about an auto plant in Ohio 
which is taken over by the Chinese company 
Fuyao. Unlike the capitalist owners who 
preceded them, these Communist owners 
view their workers more as cogs in a 
machine than as individuals. They are 
expected to work much longer hours for 
much less pay. Overtime and working on 
weekends are considered mandatory, and 
safety regulations and protocols are not 
strictly observed. This proves communism 

Responding to racial reckoning

Canada’s largest newspaper chain 
shamelessly spreads Russian propaganda

Writing in the June 22 issue of The 
Ukrainian Weekly, Andrij Semotiuk sug-
gested Ukrainians support the Black Lives 
Matter (BLM) movement. I respect your 
sincerity, Andriy, but I can’t support your 
idea. Color me “unwoke.”

I do not want our police to be defunded. 
I do want police unions to stop protecting 
bad cops.

I do not support the desecration of mon-
uments of George Washington, Abraham 
Lincoln and other great Americans.

I condemn the spray painting of St. 
Patrick Cathedral in New York City and the 
Ukrainian Instituite of Modern Art in 
Chicago.

I refuse to apologize for my “whiteness.”
I’ve seen this movie before. It rarely 

ends well. A Black person is murdered – 
Martin Luther King Jr. in 1968; Trayvon 
Martin in 2012; Michael Brown and Eric 
Garner in 2014; George Floyd in 2020. 
Mayhem ensues – rioting, looting. Hard-
working people flee the cities, depleting the 
tax base. Nothing changes for the better.

I have been involved with Black lives 
since I was a teenager working for my dad 
at his Standard Oil filling station in a Black 
neighborhood. Tato employed Blacks. The 
first time I saw Chicago Cubs play was 
when a Black employee convinced Tato to 
let him take me to a game with the 
Brooklyn Dodgers. It was the first time 
Jackie Robinson was playing at Wrigley 
Field. 

I spent 15 years working as a teacher, 
assistant principal and principal in the 
Chicago Public Schools (CPS), all in the 
inner-city where all of my students were 
Black. Many students did well.

Despite the best efforts of hundreds of 
dedicated educators, the system failed to 
meet the needs of all inner-city children. 
The Rev. Jesse Jackson declared that the rea-
son was racism. Only Black teachers could 
teach Black kids, he said. When scores of 
white teachers fled to the suburbs, they 
were replaced by substitute Black teachers 
educated in the South who, through no fault 
of their own, could not pass the teachers 
exam required for certification. The exams 
were racist, proclaimed the Rev. Jackson. 
The exams were scrapped. The same was 
true of the principal’s exam. In time, most of 
the administrators, including the general 
superintendent were Black. It was about 
this time that Bill Bennett, the U.S. secretary 
of education, suggested that Chicago 
schools were “the worst in the nation.” 

When Dr. King was killed in 1968, I was 
an assistant principal at Marshall Upper 
Grade Center located at Monroe and Kedzie 
streets. An entire block went up in flames 
on Madison Avenue, a block from our 
school. Not knowing what would happen, 
the principal requested Black teachers to 
drive us home. I was home for four days. 
When I returned, a National Guard armored 
vehicle was parked by the front entrance.

Later, I was involved with the War on 
Poverty as the Great Lakes regional direc-
tor of ACTION, a federal agency that estab-
lished and administered anti-poverty pro-
grams such as VISTA, Senior Corps of 
Retired Executives (Score), Foster 
Grandparents, Retired Senior Volunteer 
Program (RSVP), University Year for 
ACTION (UYA) and Project Senior Ethnic 

Find (PSEF), a program that I conceived 
and introduced in Chicago, Detroit, 
Cleveland and Gary.

My work in the White House under 
President Gerald Ford led me to organize 
three White House conferences, the most 
important of which was devoted to neigh-
borhood renewal. “Urban dwellers identify 
more with their neighborhoods than with 
their cities,” argued Msgr. Geno Baroni, the 
principal speaker. “Our federal urban poli-
cies need a new focus.” It didn’t happen.

Once Lesia and I moved to DeKalb, Ill., I 
began teaching education courses at 
Northern Illinois University (NIU). One 
summer, NIU assigned me to teach a class 
at Richard J. Daley College on south Western 
Avenue, not far from the Ukrainian Village 
section of Chicago. Most of the students 
were Black non-commissioned officers in 
the U.S. Army studying for their master’s 
degrees. They were bright, focused and 
ambitious. 

My emphasis in the class was on the 
principle of subsidiarity – the idea that 
matters ought to be handled by the small-
est competent authority. This meant the 
family, church, community, ethnic group 
and voluntary association, mediating struc-
tures that stand between the individual 
and the larger society and contribute to his 
sense of identity.

One of the required texts was “Ethnic 
Chicago: A Multicultural Portrait,” edited by 
Melvin G. Holli and Peter d’A Jones. Students 
were obliged to present an oral report 
reflecting an interview he/she had with a 
Chicago ethnic, other than their own. I pro-
vided a list of questions to be addressed. 
Another possibility was a report on a visit 
to one of Chicago’s ethnic museums. 

Much time was spent on Black Chicago 
history. Blacks living in early Chicago creat-
ed churches, community organizations, 
important businesses, music and literature, 
all prior to the civil rights movement. The 
culminating activity for the course was a 
field trip to the Ukrainian Village, just a few 
blocks north on Western Avenue. 

Thus, my professional experience com-
bined with my reading and reflecting on 
the Black experience in America have 
shaped my present thinking. 

I believe the Black Lives Matter move-
ment, aided and abetted by its cousin 
Antifa, is part of an updated nihilist play-
book first practiced on a grand scale during 
the French Revolution. The Jacobins want-
ed a new civilization so they decided to 
destroy the old one and begin anew. A simi-
lar inspiration emerged during the Russian 
Revolution. The Bolsheviks too were deter-
mined to annihilate the old civilization in 
order to create a bright new future. 
Ukrainians are still suffering from the 
effects of Sovietization in their country. 
Corruption was rampant in the USSR; it’s 
still a major problem in new Ukraine. 
“Cancel culture” follows that age-old pat-
tern. We should all be wary. 

I pray that Americans and their leaders 
come to understand quickly that Black 
Lives Matter is not just a slogan but the ral-
lying cry for an insidious domestic enemy.

Myron Kuropas’s e-mail address is  
kuropas@comcast.net.

Count me out!

Marco Levytsky may be contacted at 
ukrnews@shaw.ca.

by Marco Levytsky

AND WIDE
FROM FAR

(Continued on page 14)

 COMMENTARY

Dr. Ihor Mirchuk of Easton, Pa., taught a 
course titled “Ethnicity, Race and Culture in 
American History” at Manor College 
(Jenkintown, Pa.) in the mid-1980s; Manor 
was one of the first colleges in the country 
to offer such a course. Manor College is 
sponsored and administered by the 
Ukrainian Catholic Order of Sisters of St. 
Basil the Great. (Continued on page 13)
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VOA’s Ukrainian window on the 1996 Democratic Convention
by Adrian Karmazyn

The following story captures one specific 
reporting assignment in the history of the 
Voice of America. It is noteworthy that these 
diaspora voices from 1996 are being pre-
served by the Ukrainian Museum-Archives in 
Cleveland.  (https://www.umacleveland.org/
research/voa/). Unfortunately, I am not 
aware of any recordings of the 1996 
Republican convention. This article is a remi-
niscence of what Ukrainian Americans were 
telling this writer in Chicago in 1996 about 
politics, about independence and about the 
Fourth Wave of immigrants to the United 
States.

Last year the Ukrainian Museum-
Archives (UMA) in Cleveland was success-
ful in acquiring a collection of some 5,000 
audio and video recordings of Voice of 
America (VOA) Ukrainian Service program-
ming. The majority of the collection con-
sists of television stories produced 
between 1993 and 2016. However, the col-
lection also includes hundreds of audio 
recordings spanning several decades.

For over 70 years – from the dark days of 
the Cold War to the declaration of Ukraine’s 
independence to the Orange Revolution and 
the Euro-Maidan Revolution of Dignity – 
millions of Ukrainians have been tuning in 
to VOA to hear America’s message of free-
dom, democracy, rule of law, respect for 
national identity, Western solidarity and 
Euro-Atlantic security.

This treasure trove of Ukrainian-
language news, information and feature 
stories about American life and society now 
entrusted to the UMA constitutes a unique 
chronicle of U.S.-Ukraine relations, the dias-
pora’s deep engagement with Ukraine and 
the experiences of Ukrainian Americans in 
the United States. 

As an illustration of how the collection 
uniquely captures many voices – indeed, 
recordings of the actual voices – from the 
Ukrainian American community, I’d like to 
journey back to the 1996 Democratic 
National Convention in Chicago where I 
had the privilege of covering the event as a 
radio reporter for VOA’s Ukrainian Service. 
(I was at the Republican convention in 
Houston in 1992 but  those recordings did 
not survive.) Revisiting these recordings 
now provides an opportunity to reflect on 
the history and sensibilities of our commu-
nity as we look forward to the upcoming 
29th anniversary of Ukrainian indepen-
dence and the U.S. presidential election this 
November. It’s a snapshot of people’s per-
ceptions and opinions about U.S. politics 
and policy towards Ukraine at the time, 
which can be compared and contrasted 
with the situation today.

My coverage of the convention 24 years 
ago included highlights from the keynote 
speeches of President Bill Clinton, Vice-
President Al Gore and First Lady Hillary 
Clinton who, respectively, talked about 
“building a bridge to the 21st century,” cre-
ating a “smaller, leaner, reinvented govern-
ment,” and the interdependence of family 
and community. Paralyzed movie actor 
Christopher Reeve (of Superman fame) 
called for more funding for medical 
research, while activist Sarah Brady 
addressed the issue of gun control. (Her 
husband, James Brady, was President 
Ronald Reagan’s press secretary and was 
left permanently disabled from wounds he 
sustained during an assassination attempt 
on Reagan.)

At the time, VOA viewed coverage of the 
party conventions as a priority inasmuch as 
they were a celebration of American 
democracy and symbols of inspirational 

leadership and participatory politics in the 
U.S.A. Besides providing a window on this 
unique, quadrennial American political 
jamboree, it was also an opportunity to 
acquaint our audience in Ukraine with the 
activities and various political views of the 
diaspora. 

Who will you vote for?

On the sidelines of the Democratic 
National Convention it was fascinating to 
explore what issues were most important 
to Ukrainian American voters and who they 
would be supporting in the November 
1996 presidential election – incumbent 
President Bill Clinton, a Democrat, or his 
Republican challenger, Sen. Bob Dole. If 
during the Cold War the number one ques-
tion for many in the Ukrainian diaspora 
was Washington’s support for Ukrainian 
aspirations for independence, freedom and 
democracy (or, at least, maintaining a tough 
policy against communism and the Soviet 
Union) – by the summer of 1996 (five years 
after Ukraine regained independence) 
there was a whole new set of consider-
ations regarding U.S. support for Ukraine. 
And Ukraine was not the only concern that 
was on the minds of the diaspora. Issues 
like the character of the candidates and the 
state of the economy were also important.

Olexa Harbuziuk (age 76), a Ukrainian 
Baptist pastor from Chicago, said that the 
most important question for him was the 
issue of morals and character: “Bob Dole 
will get my vote… because he stands for the 
moral values of the people. I’m a religious 
person and I unconditionally stand for 
morals and character, for the high morals of 
a person. And because Bob Dole is building 

his campaign on those principles, he will 
get my vote.”

For Halyna Traversa the issue of morals 
and character was also very important – 
even more important than the economic sit-
uation. She said she was supporting Sen. 
Dole “because I’m more of a Republican than 
a Democrat and I think that even though the 
American economy is doing well under 
Clinton – inflation is low and the economy is 
moving forward – personally, I don’t like his 
character… I, actually, very much like his 
wife but she, unfortunately, is not the presi-
dent… so, I will be voting for Dole.”

Mr. Clinton’s 1992 campaign famously 
used the slogan “It’s the economy, stupid” 
to highlight his focus on improving the 
economy. Representing a business perspec-
tive, Ihor Wyslotsky, the head of Redex 
Packaging Corp., said he was pleased with 
Mr. Clinton’s economic policies: “I think 
that the economic stability which has exist-
ed in America over the past three years and 
the priorities practiced by the current gov-
ernment provide confidence and encour-
agement to vote for stability.”

Not everyone we talked to had made up 
their minds about which candidate they 
would vote for. Twenty-two-year old Sonya 
Danyluk did not yet belong to any political 
party and did not know whom she would 

support in the election. “I’m not yet regis-
tered to vote, because I don’t even know 
which party I like the most,” she said.

Despite the importance of other issues, 
for many in the Ukrainian diaspora in the 
U.S.A. in 1996, foreign policy remained the 
priority issue. But, Orest Baranyk, a lifelong 
Republican and vice-president of the 
Ukrainian Congress Committee of America 
(UCCA), explained that voters can’t auto-
matically assume that a Republican will be 
better for Ukraine, and noted that he was 
satisfied with Mr. Clinton’s policies regard-
ing Ukraine: “Basically, the Ukrainian com-
munity was always more focused on for-
eign policy during the Cold War – it was the 
top issue. At that time, it looked like 
Republicans were more responsive to 
Ukrainian issues. I think that now it is not 
so straightforward, since in recent years we 

were able to have access to 
the Clinton administration, 
to have meetings with him 
and [Vice-President] Gore 
and others. They under-
stand Ukrainian issues, and 
they are engaged. So, keep-
ing this in mind, in this case, 
Clinton might be even more 
sensitive [than Dole] to 
Ukrainian issues.”

However, Myron Kuro-
pas, also a Republican, who 
worked on ethnic affairs in 
the Gerald Ford White 
House, said he supports 

Bob Dole. Dr. Kuropas argued that Sen. Dole 
is an old and reliable friend of Ukrainian 
Americans. He recalled accompanying Mr. 
Dole to a meeting of the Conference on 
Security and Cooperation in Europe, focus-
ing on the issue of fulfillment of the 
Helsinki Accords: “Dole truly understands 
our issues. Years and years ago, when Bill 
Clinton did not even know where to find 
Ukraine on a map, Dole was defending 
human rights and was on the Helsinki 
Commission. He travelled to Belgrade and I 
went with him – this was the first review of 
adherence to the principles of the Helsinki 
Accords, and he knows Ukrainians very 
well, and he knows our issues.”

Still, Dr. Kuropas, admitted that although 
he was a Dole supporter, he was pleased to 
see Ukrainian Americans actively partici-
pating in politics, be it on the side of 
Republicans or Democrats. It was a sign, 
perhaps, that neither party enjoyed mono-
lithic support from the Ukrainian diaspora 
at that time. 

In a comprehensive interview, Julian 
Kulas, chairman of the Ukrainians for 
Clinton-Gore Committee, took special pride 
in sharing that language regarding Ukraine 
was included in the Democratic party plat-
form: “We wanted the platform itself – that 
is, the action plan for the Democratic Party 

– to recognize Ukraine as a strategic part-
ner of America – and this was done. And 
that America commits to continue helping 
Ukraine economically and, most important-
ly, that America will always stand for 
Ukraine’s independence and Ukraine’s inte-
gration into Europe.”

Mr. Kulas said that under the Clinton 
administration he felt a real change in the 
State Department and other parts of gov-
ernment in terms of support for Ukraine as 
a bulwark against a revival of Russian 
imperialism. “We support President Clinton 
because the Clinton administration has 
truly taken a very positive position regard-
ing Ukrainian issues,” he said, suggesting 
that many in the diaspora, which tradition-
ally was more Republican-leaning, would 
be voting to re-elect the sitting Democratic 
president. 

Mr. Kulas also talked about the good 
state of the economy under Mr. Clinton and 
expressed support for the president’s poli-
cies on social welfare, immigration and 
health care. He also noted that with Chicago 
being such a heavily Democratic city, 
Ukrainian Americans could not avoid being 
active in Democratic politics. The communi-
ty’s good relations with Mayor Richard 
Daley seem to have helped facilitate the cre-
ation of the Chicago-Kyiv Sister Cities pro-
gram, with Mr. Kulas serving as its first 
chairperson.

Another Democratic activist, Andriy 
Fedynsky of Cleveland, talked about how he 
came to join the Democratic Party two 
decades ago: “Democrats are more the party 
of the working class, people of more modest 
means. My parents… were immigrants and I 
found refuge in this party, whereas I felt that 
the Republican Party was more elitist and 
reflected the needs of people who were 
already rather well off. I’m satisfied with the 
decision that I made 20 years ago. I think 
our party works for the general good, for 
the benefit of all society.”

The highest ranking Ukrainian American 
official participating in the Democratic 
National Convention in 1996 was House of 
Representatives Minority Whip David 
Bonior (D-Mich.). When asked why 
President Clinton should be re-elected with 
respect to the issue of U.S. policy towards 
Ukraine, Congressman Bonior said: “Bill 
Clinton has been great to Ukraine. Ukraine 
has gotten more foreign aid. Bill Clinton’s 
devoted his attention to the situation in 
Chornobyl. And he’s been pushing and 
moving the democratization process for-
ward. So, he’s been a valuable ally and 
friend of Ukraine. And we need him back.”

Among the 600 foreign guests at the 
convention representing over 100 coun-
tries was Ukrainian member of Parliament 
Vyacheslav Chornovil, leader of the 

Recordings of the 1996  
convention are a snapshot 
of people’s perceptions and 
opinions about U.S. politics 
and policy towards Ukraine 
at the time, which can be 
compared and contrasted 
with the situation today.

(Continued on page 15)
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case and if a deliberate act – to bring the 
perpetrators to justice. Civil activists must 
feel safe to carry on their mission,” Mr. 
Maasikas wrote. (RFE/RL’s Ukrainian 
Service, with reporting by the Kyiv Post and 
Reuters)

Iranian delegation to visit Ukraine 

An Iranian delegation will visit Ukraine 
to discuss compensation for a Ukrainian jet 
shot down by Iran on January 8, the 
Ukrainian foreign affairs minister has said. 
“Given the circumstance of what happened, 
there are all reasons to ask from Iran to pay 
the highest price for what it did,” Dmytro 
Kuleba said at a news conference during a 
visit to Warsaw. “I cannot disclose final 
numbers of the compensation... numbers 
will be the result of the consultations,” he 
said. Mr. Kuleba said Ukraine would repre-
sent all countries and groups affected dur-
ing the talks, which were to take place on 
July 29-30. Iran’s military says it downed 

the Ukraine International Airlines (UIA) 
passenger jet after mistaking it for a missile 
amid heightened tensions with the United 
States. All 176 people on board, including 
57 Canadians, were killed. Iran’s Aircraft 
Accident Investigation Bureau is leading 
the investigation, which is being observed 
by Canadian, U.S., Swedish and British 
experts and representatives from UIA, air-
craft manufacturer Boeing and engine 
maker Safran. (RFE/RL, with reporting by 
Reuters)

Kuchma resigns as envoy to TCG

Former Ukrainian President Leonid 
Kuchma has left the post of presidential 
envoy in the Trilateral Contact Group (TCG) 
on resolving the ongoing conflict between 
Russia-backed separatists and Ukrainian 
armed forces in the country’s east. 
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy’s office 
said on July 28 that Mr. Kuchma had decid-
ed to end his activities in the group. The 
office did not give any reasons for the deci-
sion. Mr. Kuchma, who ran the country 
between 1994 and 2005, served as 
Ukraine’s presidential envoy in the trilater-

al group consisting of representatives of 
Ukraine, Russia and the Organization for 
Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) 
from 2014 to 2018. On June 3 last year, 
days after Mr. Zelenskyy was inaugurated 
as Ukraine’s president, Mr. Kuchma 
returned to the group that has been 
involved in negotiations on a peaceful solu-
tion to the conflict in Ukraine’s eastern 
regions of Luhansk and Donetsk. Some 
parts of the region have been under the 
control of Kremlin-backed separatists since 
April 2014. The armed conflict in Donbas 
started after Russia forcibly annexed 
Ukraine’s Crimean peninsula in March 
2014. Kyiv and Western governments have 
accused Moscow of armed support for the 
pro-Russian separatists. Russia insists it 
has nothing to do with the conflict, saying 
that some “volunteers” from Russia may 
have gone to fight in the Donbas. (RFE/RL’s 
Ukrainian Service)

Swiss, Ukrainian presidents visit Donbas

Visiting Swiss President Simonetta 
Sommaruga and Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy visited Ukraine’s 
eastern regions of Donetsk and Luhansk, 
known as the Donbas, parts of which have 

been under the control of Russia-backed 
separatists since April 2014. On July 23, 
during the last day of Mr. Sommaruga’s 
three-day visit to Ukraine, the two presi-
dents met with the governor of the Kyiv-
controlled part of the Donetsk region, Pavlo 
Kyrylenko, and visited the Donbas water 
company, according to the Ukrainian presi-
dent’s website. Mr. Zelenskyy thanked 
Switzerland for humanitarian aid that was 
used to keep the water company function-
ing to help avoid a “humanitarian catastro-
phe” in the war-torn region. The company 
provides drinking water to about 4 million 
residents of the region, including people 
residing in separatist-controlled districts. 
The presidents also inspected a Swiss 
humanitarian convoy of 17 trucks with 
equipment and chemical reagents for puri-
fying water under the Donbas water project 
and COVID-19 medical devices for hospitals 
in the city of Slovyansk. “Switzerland is, in 
fact, the only country that provides humani-
tarian assistance for people on both sides of 
the line of contact in eastern Ukraine. The 
main humanitarian projects are drinking 
water supplies in the Donbas and delivery 
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Among them were “snipers and experts 
in explosives and information technology,” 
national security chief Mr. Rakou said. 

The Ukrainian Weekly found that 13 of 
the men are wanted on terrorism charges 
in Ukraine, according to a controversial 
website, Myrotvorets, that tracks combat-
ants in eastern Ukraine. 

They are: Andrey Bakunovich, Fedor 
Sergeev, Andrey Serdukov, Andrey Tokarev, 
Igor Shalomentsev, Renat Karimov, 
Aleksandr Rudenko, Denis Kharitonov, 
Tahir Bakhtigaraev, Sergey Sherbakov and 
Oleg Driga, Maksim Koshman and Gennady 
Fetisov.

Belarusian state media published all the 
names, dates of birth and Russian pass-
ports of the 33 detained men. 

Some of the men fought in Sloviansk, the 
first city to have been militarily taken over 
by combined Russian-collaborationist forc-
es in April 2014 in the two easternmost 
regions of Ukraine. Another fought in the 
infamous battle of Debaltseve in the 
Donetsk region that forced then-President 
Petro Poroshenko to the negotiating table 
with Russian President Vladimir Putin in 
early 2015. 

Sniper Mr. Bakunovich also holds 
Belarusian citizenship, and Donbas native 
Mr. Fetisov allegedly also served in the 
now-defunct Berkut riot police during the 
2013-2014 Revolution of Dignity in 
Ukraine. 

A separate vetting of the list of detainees 
by the Russian service of Radio Free 
Europe/Radio Liberty (RFE/RL) said that 
18 had served in some capacity in the 
Russian-Ukrainian war, based on their 
social media accounts, some of which are 
still active, and a search of Myrotvorets’s 
database. 

Russian nationalist writer Zakhar 
Prilepin, who has previously admitted to 
“killing many people” in the Donbas, 
acknowledged that two to three of those 
detained in Belarus were “former fighters 
from” a battalion in which he fought, 
according to a Bloomberg report. 

Critics of Mr. Lukashenka, 65, who has 
ruled Belarus with an iron fist since 1994, 
say the detainment of the Russians was a 
political ploy to drain the momentum of the 
main opposition candidate, 37-year-old 
Svyatlana Tsikhanouskaya, who is the only 

presidential contender to have assembled 
mass crowds at rallies. 

An examination of the footage taken 
when the men were detained showed they 
had Sudanese currency and phone cards 
depicting Sudan’s Khatmiyah Mosque, sug-
gesting they were en route to Africa, where 
other Russian mercenaries are allegedly 
deployed. 

Unlike Russia, Belarus during the coro-
navirus pandemic has refrained from 
imposing travel and physical distancing 
restrictions, keeping air travel open. 

Mr. Rakou said that stricter border con-
trols will be implemented and rallies will 
be closely policed. 

Valery Karbalevich, author of an unau-
thorized biography of the Belarusian presi-
dent, told RFE/RL that he believes the 
detainment of the alleged mercenaries was 
an excuse to clamp down on the political 
rallies as Mr. Lukashenka seeks a sixth 
term. 

Since Russia illegally annexed Ukraine’s 
Crimean peninsula in 2014 and subse-
quently invaded the Donbas, Mr. Lukashen-
ka has grown wary of Moscow’s intentions 
for closer integration between Belarus and 
Russia.

Since then, he has freed a number of 
political prisoners and eased visa require-
ments for Westerners to enter the country 
of 9.4 million people. 

U.S. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo met 
with Mr. Lukashenka in Minsk on February 
1 in an effort to re-establish normal diplo-
matic ties with the country, which is eco-
nomically dependent on Russia. 

Vagner uses a Defense Ministry base in 
southern Russia complete with barracks 
that were built by a company associated 
with businessman Yevgeny Prigozhin, 
according to Reuters and local media 
reports. 

Known as “Putin’s chef” for his Kremlin 
catering contracts, he has denied any con-
nection to the private military contractor. 
Mr. Prigozhin has been on a U.S. sanctions 
list since 2019 for his “attempted influ-
ence” of the 2018 mid-term elections 
through his Internet Research Agency 
based in St. Petersburg, Russia. 

The Internet Research Agency was also 
indicted by special counsel Robert S. 
Mueller III on charges of interfering in the 
2016 U.S. presidential election.

In addition to Ukraine, Vagner combat-
ants have been known to fight in Syria, 
Libya and Africa. 

(Continued from page 1)

Ukraine to seek...
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of medicines and medical equipment to the 
area,” the presidential website said. The two 
presidents laid flowers at a memorial hon-
oring employees from the water company 
who were killed by shelling by Russia-
backed separatists. Since April 2014, about 
13,200 people have been killed in the ongo-
ing conflict. (RFE/RL)

PrivatBank: Kolomoisky, partner laundered $800 M

PrivatBank, the Ukrainian lender nation-
alized by the state in 2016, now claims its 
former owners laundered nearly $800 mil-
lion through the United States. After analyz-
ing additional bank records, PrivatBank 
filed an amended complaint in a Delaware 
court on July 21 against tycoons Ihor 
Kolomoisky and Hennadiy Boholyubov, 
claiming the men laundered $660 million 
through a group of U.S. companies called 
Optima and an additional $100 million 
through other U.S. entities. The Kyiv-based 
lender is seeking hundreds of millions of 
dollars in compensation from the tycoons. 
PrivatBank filed its original Delaware law-
suit against the two men in May 2019, 
accusing them of laundering about $623 
million in the United States. The case is 
ongoing. The majority of the increase 
relates to $86 million that PrivatBank 
claims was laundered by the men between 
2008 and 2010 into two offshore accounts 
held by an arm of Renaissance Capital, a 

Moscow-based investment bank. Privat-
Bank has been at the center of a fight 
between the National Bank of Ukraine and 
Mr. Kolomoisky, who is one of Ukraine’s 
most powerful tycoons. The fight had held 
up international lending to Ukraine. Mr. 
Kolomoisky’s media holding backed the 
campaign of comic-turned-politician 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy, who won the April 
2019 presidential election in a landslide, 
raising concerns the tycoon has enhanced 
his influence in Kyiv. Messrs. Kolomoisky 
and Boholyubov owned and controlled 
PrivatBank until December 2016, when the 
state nationalized it amid fears it would 
soon collapse due to a capital shortfall of 
$5.5 billion. The National Bank accused the 
tycoons of using PrivatBank as their per-
sonal piggy bank, claiming that more than 
90 percent of its loan book went to related 
parties. The Delaware lawsuit claims the 
tycoons acquired hundreds of millions of 
dollars’ worth of assets in the United States, 
including real estate and steel companies, 
through fraudulent loans issued by 
PrivatBank to various companies con-
trolled by the two men. The money was 
then laundered in the United States 
through a dizzying array of transactions, 
the lawsuit claims. PrivatBank said in the 
complaint it had received “no consideration 
in exchange for these transfers, and the 
loans associated with the transfers were 
never actually repaid.” Messrs. Kolomoisky 
and Boholyubov deny the accusations and 
claim the takeover was politically motivat-
ed. They have sued in various courts to 

regain control of the bank and for compen-
sation. Ukraine in May cut off the first 
option, passing a law that blocks former 
owners from acquiring banks that were 
bailed out by the state. The law, sometimes 
referred to as the “anti-Kolomoisky bill,” 
was a requirement to receive funding from 
the International Monetary Fund. Western 
officials and lending institutions want 
Ukraine to recoup some of the billions in 
losses borne by the state that they claim 
were caused by the tycoons’ actions. The 
two men, so far, have not faced any criminal 
charges. (RFE/RL)

Germany rejects Russia’s return to G-7

German Foreign Affairs Minister Heiko 
Maas has rejected allowing Russia’s return 
to the Group of Seven (G-7), after U.S. 
President Donald Trump raised the pros-
pect of Moscow rejoining the club of lead-
ing economic powers. “The reason for 
expelling Russia was its annexation of 
Crimea and intervention in eastern 
Ukraine,” Mr. Maas said in an interview to 
be published on July 27 in two German 
newspapers, Rheinische Post and Bonner 
General-Anzeiger. “So long as we don’t have 
a solution there, I don’t see any chance” of 
Russia rejoining the G-7, Mr. Maas said. Mr. 
Trump suggested that Russia return to the 
G-7 in May, when he announced plans to 
postpone the annual summit until 
September because of the coronavirus pan-

demic. He said he would like to expand the 
list of invitees to include Australia, Russia, 
South Korea and India. At the time, the U.S. 
president said it was “common sense” to 
invite Russian President Vladimir Putin to 
an expanded G-7 summit because coun-
tries needed to talk to Russia despite its 
policies on the international stage and ille-
gal annexation of Crimea from Ukraine. 
Russia was formerly in the group but was 
expelled in the wake of its forcible annexa-
tion of Crimea from Ukraine in 2014. Mr. 
Maas said the relationship with Russia 
right now is difficult “in many dossiers.” 
“Russia itself can make the largest contri-
bution to opening such doors,” Mr. Maas 
said of the idea to allow Moscow back into 
the elite group. “The G-7 and G-20 are two 
sensibly coordinated formats. We don’t 
need a G-11 or G-12,” he said. The G-7 
includes the United States, Canada, 
Germany, Japan, France, Britain and Italy. 
The German minister noted that Russia is 
needed to reach solutions to conflicts in 
Syria, Libya, and Ukraine. A solution to 
these issues “will happen with Russia, not 
against Russia,” he said. Germany currently 
holds the rotating presidency of the 
European Union and has been involved in 
diplomacy to end the conflicts in Libya, 
Syria and Ukraine. It is also a nonperma-
nent member of the United Nations 
Security Council. (RFE/RL, with reporting 
by Tagesschau, DPA and Reuters)

(Continued from page 10)
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Death announcements should be sent to the Advertising Department by 
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Deadline: Tuesday noon before the newspaper’s date of issue.

For further information call 973-292-9800, ext. 3040.

Natalie Hewko
January 6, 1935 – July 13, 2020

Natalie E. Hewko, 85, died on July 13, 
2020, in Ann Arbor, Michigan.  She was 
a loving wife and mother, outstanding 

teacher, active in her community and beloved by 
friends and colleagues.  She will be greatly missed, 
but her legacy lives on through her family and all 
those whose lives she touched with her boundless 
energy, warmth and compassion.

Natalie was born on January 6, 1935 in Ukraine, the daughter of the 
Rev. Bohdan Osidach and Olena Chyzowych-Osidach. During World War 
II, her family fled West in the face of the advancing Soviet army. After 
spending several years in displaced persons camps in southern Germany, 
they emigrated to the United States.

Natalie graduated from Girls Catholic Central High School in Detroit, 
Class of 1953, and from the University of Detroit in 1958. She also obtained 
a master’s degree from Oakland University. In 1956 she married Lubomyr 
Hewko and they would have celebrated 64 years of marriage in late July.

Natalie was an elementary school teacher for many years in Clarkston, 
Michigan and Port Clinton, Ohio. She was adored by her students and 
respected by their parents. In 1994 Natalie was awarded the Clarkston 
Foundation’s highest honor – “Exemplary Teacher of the Year”. After 
retiring, she worked as an instructor and student teacher supervisor at 
Oakland University.

She was very active in the Ukrainian-American community, the 
Ukrainian Catholic Church and the Ukrainian National Women’s League 
of America, where she held numerous leadership positions over the 
years.  Natalie enjoyed acting, reciting poetry and had an ability to delight 
audiences with perfectly delivered humor.

In addition to her husband of 64 years, she is survived by her three 
children, Marc (Lisa McDonald), Annetta (Michael Simpson) and John 
(Margarita) Hewko, and her five grandchildren, Eugene and Ira Simpson, 
Timothy and Andrew Hewko, and Maria Hewko; one niece, Maria Woznyj; 
as well as cousins in the US, Australia, Canada, the Czech Republic and 
Ukraine.  

Those who wish to remember Natalie in a special way may make gifts 
in lieu of flowers to: 

• Ukrainian Catholic Education Foundation (UCEF) to support the 
  Ukrainian Catholic University in Lviv, Ukraine. Donations can be 
  made online at www.ucef.org or by mail to UCEF, 2247 W. Chicago 
  Avenue, Chicago, Illinois 60622; 
• The Ukrainian National Women’s League of America. Donations can 
  be made online at www.unwla.org. 

Please note that any contributions are in memory of Natalie Hewko.

May her memory be eternal.
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among teachers. Valentina Kuryliw, director 
of education, and Sophia Isajiw, research 
associate, from the Holodomor Research 
and Education Consortium (HREC) at the 
University of Alberta assisted the UACC 
team in this work. Besides being a great 
educational resource for teachers, students 
and the general public, the Holodomor 
Guide amplifies the Ukrainian community’s 
voice on a national and international level.

The Ukrainian American Community 
Center welcomed the opportunity to partic-
ipate in an online community dialogue on 
the Holodomor Genocide of 1932-1933, 
presented on June 30. The program was 
part of the CHGS series “Bridges of Memory 
– Connecting Communities and Class-
rooms,” designed to provide educators and 
the broader public an opportunity to learn 
about genocides from the experiences and 
perspectives of local survivors and survivor 
communities.  Topics included the 
Holocaust, the Cambodian Genocide, the 
Armenian Genocide and the Holodomor. 
The series was presented virtually, and 
each program can be viewed on the CHGS 
YouTube channel at: https://www.youtube.
com/user/CHGSumn/videos.

The director of the Center for Holocaust 
and Genocide Studies, Prof. Alejandro Baer, 
welcomed the attendees of the virtual event 
and introduced Nika Sremac, a CHGS scholar, 
and two guests from the local Twin Cities 
Ukrainian community: Ms. Anastazievsky, 

UACC programming director, and Stefan 
Iwaskewycz, grandson of a Holodomor survi-
vor and a long-standing Ukrainian communi-
ty activist. Ms. Anastazievsky and Mr. 
Iwaskewycz highlighted the history of the 
Ukrainian community in Minnesota, and pro-
vided important historical background on the 
Holodomor, its mass trauma, collective mem-
ory, struggle against denial and recognition. 

They also shared the ways Ukrainian 
community in Minnesota preserves and 
celebrates its culture, and educates young-
er generations. The “Bridges of Memory” 
event was a wonderful opportunity for the 
UACC to contribute to teacher and commu-
nity education. Since the event was video-
taped, teachers would be able to use the 
recorded video as a resource for teaching 
the Holodomor. 

At the event, both presenters spoke of 
their personal experiences – Mr. Iwaske-
wycz about growing up as the grandson of 
a Holodomor survivor; and Ms. Anasta-
zievsky about the experience of growing up 
in Soviet Ukraine, under the official shroud 
of silence and denial about the Holodomor, 
and the Soviet suppression of Ukrainian 
language, culture, history and identity. 

In his recollections, Mr. Iwaskewycz 
related: “My Baba [grandma] was from 
Poltava region, one of the hardest hit dur-
ing the Holodomor, but... she didn’t like to 
or want to recall those memories… she was 
always very reticent.” As a participant of the 
recently completed Holodomor Oral 
History Project, the speaker shared his rec-
ollections in a recorded interview along 
with over a dozen Holodomor survivors 
and their descendants in the Minnesota 

Ukrainian community.
When asked about the importance of 

raising awareness of the Holodomor, Mr. 
Iwaskewycz brought the audience’s atten-
tion to the contribution of the late Slavko 
Nowytski, a trailblazing film director and 
well-known Minnesota Ukrainian. 
Nowytski created the acclaimed documen-
tary about the Holodomor “Harvest of 
Despair,” which raised global awareness 
about Joseph Stalin’s crimes against 
Ukrainians. Mr. Iwaskewycz emphasized: 
“Young people need the opportunity to be 
exposed to historical events, and this docu-
mentary would do just that.”

Mr. Iwaskewycz explained that by raising 
awareness about the Holodomor, 
Ukrainians also raise awareness of the cur-
rent situation in Ukraine and in the world. 
He pointed out that today, just as in the time 
of the Holodomor, Russia’s government con-
tinues its colonial policy and uses the tools 
of disinformation, denial and obfuscation as 
weapons in the hybrid war against Ukraine, 
which once again is forced to defend its 
independence and territorial integrity.

Ms. Anastazievsky spoke about a com-
memorative event that took place in 
November 2019 when the UACC worked 
closely with Larysa Gerasko, Ukraine’s con-
sul general in Chicago at that time, to bring 
to Minnesota a Holodomor traveling exhibit 
developed by the National Ukrainian 
Museum in Chicago. During the month of 
November, when Ukrainians commemorate 
the Holodomor, the exhibit was displayed 
at the three local Ukrainian churches, the 
UACC, and at a  K-8 school. 

When Ms. Anastazievsky, an educator in 

Minneapolis public schools, brought the 
Holodomor exhibit to her school, it was 
attended by many staff members and stu-
dents. She also created a Holodomor lesson 
plan for her school’s social studies teacher 
to be taught to middle school students. It 
was the teachers’ and students’ first expo-
sure to the tragedy of the Holodomor. “I’m 
learning about the genocide of Ukrainians 
along with my students, and it’s a great 
experience for them to see a teacher as a 
learner,” shared the social studies educator.

Speaking about the significance of 
Holodomor commemoration in the 
Minnesota Ukrainian community, Ms. 
Anastazievsky said, “By commemorating 
the Holodomor we are fighting the denial 
and stating to the world that we, Ukrainians, 
have distinct history and culture. It’s an act 
of preservation of our culture and our iden-
tity.”

At the end of community dialogue on the 
Holodomor Genocide of 1932-1933, Mr. 
Iwaskewycz brought educators’ attention to 
the new film about the Holodomor “Mr. 
Jones” by the Golden Globe-winning writer/
director Agnieszka Holland and screenwrit-
er Andrea Chalupa. Ms. Anastazievsky rec-
ommended the Holodomor lesson book 
titled “Holodomor in Ukraine, the Genocidal 
Famine 1932-1933” by Ms. Kuryliw.

“The UACC is honored to continue its 
partnership with the Center for the 
Holocaust and Genocide Studies and is 
already planning a Holodomor commemo-
ration event in November. Educating teach-
ers and the public on how the Holodomor 
came about, and how prejudice and the will 
to dominate and control a particular ethnic 
group led to the misuse of power, mass 
oppression and genocide, is part of UACC’s 
mission,” emphasized Ms. Anastazievsky.

(Continued from page 1)

Minneapolis...

Walter Anastazievsky presents at the 2019 workshop of the Center for Holocaust and 
Genocide Studies. 

Parishioners and guests visit the Holodomor Exhibit at St. Katherine Ukrainian Orthodox Church in Arden Hills, Minn. 

Children of the Ukrainian American Youth Association light candles at the Ukrainian 
American Community Center to commemorate the victims of the Holodomor. 

Luda Anastazievsky

notion that other Russian cities larger than 
Sevastopol could aspire to a similar status.

Those two innovations, along with Mr. 
Putin’s push for the establishment of “fed-
eral territories” to be run directly from 
Moscow, have the potential to disorder the 
entire system of federal arrangements that 

the Russian Federation inherited from the 
Soviet Union, at the very least provoking 
debate and more likely in the current cli-
mate creating demands.

To prevent that from leading to what the 
Baltic and union republic experiences did 
in 1991, Mr. Putin has thus become obses-
sive about punishing anyone who talks 
about any revision of federal arrangements. 
He clearly recognizes that could tear the 
country apart even though he bears full 

responsibility for creating this situation.
 “And although Russian society so far has 

avoided a wide discussion of these issues,” 
the Perm scholar says, “for the Kremlin 
they are real questions of political survival.” 
And its new laws punishing any question-
ing of the country’s borders are its attempt 
at creating “a defense mechanism,” 
although in fact, such laws have the oppo-
site effect, calling attention to the problem 
and its seriousness.

(Continued from page 6)

Crimean Anschluss...
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Western Canada Branch of Shevchenko Scientific Society launches special collection
by Maryna Cherniavska

EDMONTON, Alberta – On July 18, the Western Canada 
Branch of the Shevchenko Scientific Society of Canada 
(NTSh) organized a special event – the launch of the latest 
volume of the Zakhidniokanadskyi Zbirnyk (Western 
Canadian Collection), which celebrates 125 years of 
Ukrainian settlement in Canada, and a lecture by Dr. Iuliia 
Kysla on the history of the Western Canada Branch of the 
NTSh. 

Members and supporters of the NTSh from Edmonton, 
Toronto and Montreal attended the online event.

Dr. Alla Nedashkivska, head of the Western Canada 
Branch of NTSh, which is based in Edmonton, opened the 
meeting with a welcome. Together with Dr. Mykola Soroka, 
she presented the anniversary collection. Volume 8 of the 
Western Canadian Collection is dedicated to the memory 
of Petro Savaryn, a longtime member and head of the 
NTSh branch in Edmonton, a prominent figure of the 
Ukrainian community in Canada.

 Dr. Soroka talked about the history of the Western 
Canadian Collection, beginning with the first volume, edit-
ed by Prof. Yar Slavutych and published in 1973. The main 
task of the collection is the preservation of the Ukrainian-
speaking environment for the development of Ukrainian 
academia abroad, including Canada. The collection pres-
ents unique materials about local Ukrainian activists, and 
the history of Ukrainian organizations and cultural societ-

ies in Western Canada. It also includes bibliographic mate-
rials and reviews.

Dr. Nedashkivska continued the presentation and noted 
that the anniversary volume is special because for the first 
time it was published in both paper and digital format. To 
stress the special significance of the volume, dedicated to 
the 125th anniversary of Ukrainian immigration to 
Canada, the NTSh is to publish a limited edition of the vol-
ume with 125 paper copies. The volume contains numer-
ous articles and rich source material about the life of the 
Ukrainian community in Canada, from the first years of 
settlement to the present days. 

At the end of the presentation, Dr. Nedashkivska cited 
the words of Dr. Savaryn, who called on everyone to work 
diligently for the good of Ukrainians and Ukraine: “Not all 
the seeds fall on a good soil, but we must sow. Sowing the 
seeds is most important, for ‘if [you] don’t plant seeds, you 
won’t harvest a crop’ [Ecclesiastes 11:4] .” 

Dr. Kysla, a historian, presented a lecture on “Academics 
in Exile: The History of the Western Canada Branch of 
NTSh.” The Canadian Branch of the NTSh (1949) and the 
Western Canada Branch in Edmonton (1955) were estab-
lished as the organizing centers of the free academic com-
munity outside of Ukraine. It was not only a tribute to tra-
dition but also a conscious political act on the part of 
newly arrived scholars in Canada who had political goals: The cover of the eight volume of the Western Canadian 

Collection, which is dedicated to the 125th anniversary 
of Ukrainian settlement in Canada.

Ukrainians playing a role in slavery or segregation as this 
declaration contends (aside from soldiers who fought on 
the Union side in the Civil War such as the abolitionist gen-
eral Ivan Turchin). It would be interesting to learn of exam-
ples for the claim that some Ukrainian community build-
ings displaced minority dwellers in a “process of settler 

colonialism.” In most cities, Ukrainians were among the last 
to join white flight. The application of Marxist analysis 
should not replace the need for disturbing claims to be 
substantiated.

Lastly, who are those Ukrainians that have been “dis-
missing others’ experiences of oppression”? Through the 
decades, Svoboda carried many articles sympathetic to the 
plight and struggle of groups such as the Biafrans, Kurds, 
Bengalis, etc. with authors customarily noting Ukrainian 
analogies. 

Few would deny that Ukrainians, like everyone, can learn 
to exercise greater racial sensitivity. But it’s sad that a decla-
ration of solidarity with a group battered by a painful histo-
ry has to be coupled with disparagement of another group 
that itself has been traumatized by 400 years of dehumaniz-
ing oppression in the forms of serfdom and Crimean-
Ottoman slavery, into which an estimated 2.5 million of its 
children were snatched. And, lest we forget, the genocidal 
Holodomor also left a devastating legacy with wide-ranging, 
lasting effects.

(Continued from page 7)

Responding...

(Continued on page 15)
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by Emily Carroll 
Manor College

JENKINTOWN, Pa. – Manor College has 
recently signed a Dual Enrollment 
Agreement with Archbishop Wood High 
School. Through this partnership, junior 
and senior students enrolled at Archbishop 
Wood can earn college credits while still in 
high school. Earning college credits while in 
high school allows students to get ahead 
while also saving money – setting them up 

to graduate with less debt. 
Gary V. Zimmaro Sr., president of 

Archbishop Wood High School, stated, 
“Archbishop Wood is looking forward to a 
long partnership with Manor College. We 
believe that the partnership will enhance 
the academic program at Archbishop Wood 
and open many new doors for our students. 
Many new ideas will be shared as our rela-
tionship evolves.”

“Manor College is excited to expand our 
High School Dual Enrollment Program with 

Archbishop Wood. The program has been a 
great opportunity for high school students to 
start their pathways into college degrees in 
business, criminal justice and computer sci-
ence. The partnership with Wood is our first 
high school partnership with our 
Engineering Program, and we can’t wait to 
get started in the fall,” said Marc Minnick, pro-
vost and vice-president of academic affairs.

Located in suburban Philadelphia, 
Manor College is a small college that offers 
big opportunities and a stellar education – 

one with small classes full of big thinkers 
and a big-hearted community ready to 
challenge our students to reach and grow. 
Manor offers more than 50 associate’s, 
bachelor’s and certificate programs in 
Allied Health, Arts and Sciences, Business 
and Professional Studies, and Education to 
traditional age and adult students. Manor 
College is America’s only accredited institu-
tion of higher education founded by 
Ukrainian Sisters, the Sisters of St. Basil the 
Great. Learn more at www.manor.edu.

NEW YORK – The Ukrainian National 
Women’s League of America (UNWLA), in 
contin uing its 95-year legacy of promoting, 
preser ving and providing education on 
Ukrainian culture, history and the arts, has 
announced its sponsorship in the develop-
ment of a Ukrainian American Artist Directory.

The creation of this directory comes 
from the need to make information about 
artists and their work accessible, as the 
Ukrainian American community witnesses 
the continued flourishing of Ukrainian arts. 
The goal is to create a searchable national 

directory of the many talented and varied 
Ukrainian artists who work in so many 
genres. The directory aims to become a 
resource for communities across the U.S. 
and, indeed, the world.

The directory is open to professional/
commercial artists and hobbyists, all of 
whom preserve or create fresh new 
Ukrainian art forms, and share their work 
through lectures, demonstrations and 
workshops. The directory is voluntary, and 
participating artists are invited to complete 
a brief survey about themselves and their 

art. This information will periodically be 
uploaded to the UNWLA website.

The art forms listed in the UNWLA sur-
vey include: “basketry/basket weaving, 
carving, ceramics, choreographer, cinema-
tography, dancing, doll making, egg deco-
rating (pysanky), embroidery, furniture 
making, glass making/blowing, iconogra-
phy, jewelry, leather work, metalwork, 
musical composition, musical instrument 
making, musician, painting, paper cutting 
(vytynanky), photography, printmaking, 
pottery, sculpture, singer, stone carving, 

straw weaving/straw art, toy making, 
weaving, wickerwork, writer.” There is an 
option to add additional art forms.

All Ukrainian artists, professionals or 
hobbyists, who keep Ukrainian traditions 
alive or who create new ones, are encour-
aged to become a part of this compilation. 
The link to the survey can be accessed via 
the News section on the UNWLA website: 
www.unwla.org

For more information, readers may 
write to ArtsandMuseum@unwla.org.

Source: UNWLA

Manor College forms partnership with Archbishop Wood High School

UNWLA launches directory of Ukrainian American artists

will never win because it is a bankrupt ide-
ology.

The other incident involved the desecra-
tion of the stone cenotaph honoring veter-
ans of the 1st Division of the National Army 
of Ukraine at the Ukrainian Cemetery in 
Oakville, located just east of Toronto. But 
the ramifications of this incident are quite 
serious. Around June 21, the monument 
was spray painted with the words “Nazi 
war monument.” This was not brought to 
public attention, however, until July 21, 
when a story by David Pugliese appeared 
in the Ottawa Citizen under the headline 
“Graffiti on monument commemorating 
Nazi SS division being investigated as a 
hate crime by police.”

As the Citizen is one of several member 
publications owned by Canada’s largest 
newspaper chain – Postmedia – it was sub-
sequently carried by other papers as well. 
This had its effect on Halton Regional 
Police, who then stopped investigating it as 
a hate crime and, instead, questioned why 
the monument was put up in the first place. 

Mr. Pugliese has earned a reputation as 
an unethical journalist who very carefully 
selects only those facts that fit his pro-Rus-
sian agenda and makes absolutely no effort 
whatsoever to provide a balanced report. 
And this was no exception. As before, the 
usual charges were brought up – that the 
Division was a bunch of “Nazis” and accused 
of war crimes by certain academics. 
Postmedia printed a follow-article by Mr. 
Pugliese and even added a companion piece 
by notorious Ukrainophobe Bernie Farber 
(he’s the one who obstinately insists on call-
ing Ukrainians who have not been charged 
with any crime whatsoever “alleged Nazi 
war criminals”) for good measure.

The Ukrainian community responded 
with many letters pointing out, among 
other things, that Ukrainians were consid-
ered Untermensch, or sub-humans, in 
Hitler’s racist order, thus barred from join-
ing the Nazi Party; that the Division insist-
ed on having Ukrainian Greek-Catholic 
chaplains in order to minimize the risk of 
Nazi demoralization amongst the soldiers; 
that Nazi indoctrination was absent within 
the Division; that no evidence of war 
crimes by the Division was found by sever-

(Continued from page 7)
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mil,%20June%2017,]DSCA.mil, Mil.in.ua, 
June 17). The decision opened an opportu-
nity for Ukraine to build capable asymmet-
ric naval forces and protect its maritime 
sovereignty.

Mark VI boats are arguably one of the 
best options for Ukraine in this regard (Mil.
in.ua, July 13). They are modern, small and 
fast, have a low signature and good seawor-
thiness, as well as a high ratio between dis-
placement and onboard weapons. 
Moreover, they can successfully carry out 
different asymmetric combat missions, 
such as maritime situational awareness, 
patrolling, strike and amphibious naval 
operations. For example, Russia would 
need only several hours to occupy 

Ukraine’s Serpent Island, located near the 
Danube River Delta. But a group of Mark VI 
boats with special operations team 
onboard could pre-emptively reach this 
island from Odesa in a couple of hours. Also 
important are the Mark VIs’ interoperabili-
ty with North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
(NATO) forces, cost effectiveness and short 
manufacturing timeframe.

Yet, most advantageous is the Mark VI 
boats’ ability to conduct naval swarm oper-
ations. Ukraine had good experience 
employing such tactics in the Black Sea 
during World War II, when fast torpedo 
boats demonstrated effectiveness in strike, 
amphibious, mining, anti-submarine war-
fare and other naval operations (Day.kyiv.
ua, April 28). For such operations, Mark VI 
boats would need to be equipped with 
appropriate weapons: first of all, short-
range Griffin B missiles or similar, the 

SYNTACS (or comparable) command-and-
control system, and tactical unmanned aer-
ial vehicles. All these weapons are, by their 
nature, defensive, but would arguably be 
effective in protecting Ukraine’s seaports, 
maritime choke-points and the EEZ, as well 
as enable freedom of navigation missions.

The current security situation in the 
Black Sea does not favor Ukraine. 
Consequently, Kyiv will need to be proactive 
in, for instance, partnering with the U.S. to 
build up a credible mosquito fleet force 
(Ukrinform, June 19). The acquisition and 
deployment of Mark VIs represents a prag-
matic way to develop urgently needed naval 
capabilities in a short-term perspective.

 
The article above is reprinted from 

Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 3)

Mark VI...

The ceasefire agreement was reached in 
Minsk on July 17 by Ukrainian and Russian 
envoys, as well as members of the 
Organization for Security and Cooperation in 
Europe, (the three parties comprise the 
Trilateral Contact Group). The ceasefire was 
to go into effect on July 22, but nothing 
changed from previous attempts in 
September 2014 and in February 2015, in 
addition to the 22 violated truces that had 
been agreed to since the beginning of the war. 

Another format for negotiations in the 
framework toward peace, the Normandy 
Format – Germany, France, Russia and 
Ukraine – had not met since 2016. 

Mr. Zelenskyy attempted to call out 
Russia for its influence over the militants in 

occupied territories of eastern Ukraine, but 
no results came from his appeal. He 
reached out to President Emmanuel 
Macron to convene the Normandy Four dis-
cussions. Ukraine’s president condemned 
Russia’s latest move that he said was aimed 
at disrupting the peace process.

As part of his campaign message, Mr. 
Zelenskyy said he seeks peace as a priority 
of his administration, and his party, Servant 
of the People, which holds a majority of the 
seats in Parliament. He also appealed to the 
United States and the United Kingdom to 
join the Normandy talks, to increase pres-
sure on Russia. However, all of these efforts 
fail to address the main issue, as Ambas-
sador Steven Pifer, senior fellow at the 
Brookings Institution, wrote more than 
three years ago, “…there is little evidence to 
suggest improved future prospects for Minsk 
II’s implementation, primarily because the 

Kremlin does not seem to want peace.” 
The Ukrainian Weekly’s editorial of 

August 11, 2019, noted that the peace talks 
had stalled, and something like the U.S. and 
the U.K. joining the negotiations could 
jumpstart the process. 

On July 27 of this year, a new ceasefire 
went into effect that was supported by 
Presidents Zelenskyy and Vladimir Putin. 
The agreement was reached on July 22 for a 
“full and comprehensive ceasefire” and was 
hailed by Germany and France, as well as 
European Union officials. The ceasefire deal 
is seen as a precondition for a new 
Ukrainian crisis summit. Ukrainian military 
officials have already reported violations by 
the Russia-backed side, just minutes after 
the ceasefire went into effect. 

Source: “Another ‘ceasefire,’ ” The 
Ukrainian Weekly, August 11, 2019.

(Continued from page 6)

Turning...

al British and Canadian Investigations, 
including the 1985-1986 Commission of 
Inquiry on War Crimes, headed by the 
Justice Jules Deschênes. Contributors 
included this author, the National Office of 
the Ukrainian Canadian Congress, the 
Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Studies, 
and Prof. (emeritus) Myroslav Shkandrij, 
who is actually working on a book about 
the Division, just to mention a few.

And how many got printed? Absolutely 

none. 
By printing the Russian propaganda Mr. 

Pugliese regurgitates on such a regular 
basis without allowing our community any 
chance of getting the truth out to their 
readers, Postmedia ended up presenting 
only a very one-sided narrative, sponsored 
by a brutal dictatorship, to its readers.

This is a gross violation of all ethics 
responsible journalists aspire to maintain. 
As such, Postmedia has absolutely no right 

to claim it is a reputable and responsible 
media corporation “delivering sound, trust-
ed and high-quality journalism to 
Canadians.” Instead it is an extremely pow-
erful tool of influence that uses its massive 
resources to regurgitate Russian propagan-
da and smear Ukrainians as a group.

Unfortunately, despite many efforts to get 
Postmedia to start becoming responsible, 
there seems to be nothing the Ukrainian 
community can do to rectify this situation.
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People’s Movement of Ukraine (Rukh) and 
a former Soviet political prisoner. He noted 
that he’d also had the opportunity to 
observe the work of national legislatures 
and political parties in Great Britain, 
Austria and Germany and that this trip was 
a continuation of that political education 
process: “We are borrowing – I don’t mean 
literally, but we are learning about Western 
political culture. You know how long we 
were isolated behind the Iron Curtain. 
That’s why it’s useful to observe activities 
like the convention in Chicago.”

Fifth anniversary of independence

The 1996 Democratic National Conven-
tion in Chicago practically coincided with 
local celebrations of the fifth anniversary of 
Ukrainian independence.  Comme-
morations included a prayer service at St. 
Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral and, 
afterwards, hundreds attended a banquet 
at the parish hall where a representative of 
the White House delivered a proclamation 
from President Clinton in honor of this 
milestone. It was the perfect venue to sur-
vey the audience about their sentiments 
regarding Ukraine.

Marta Farion, chairperson of the 
Chicago-Kyiv Sister Cities committee, noted 
that the partnership between the two cities 
recently marked its fifth anniversary with 
the visit of an official delegation from the 
Ukrainian capital and concert performance 
of the Kyiv Chamber Orchestra. “This all 
took place with great success and for the 
American public this was, to a large extent, 
an opportunity for Chicago to discover 
Kyiv,” she said. Ms. Farion added that “the 
city’s two main newspapers wrote articles 
on the topic and reviews about the orches-
tra performance. It was a great success. 
And we continue to plan for the future. We 
are joyful and congratulate all listeners on 
the occasion of the fifth anniversary of 
Ukrainian independence.”

Twenty-nine-year-old architect Yuriy 
Zajac, who was born in Chicago, shared 
warm thoughts regarding the indepen-
dence anniversary. “I’m thrilled that I can 
celebrate the fifth anniversary here in 
Chicago,” he said, “but I’m disappointed 
that I can’t be in Ukraine, because last year 
I was in Ukraine – I was in Kyiv on the 24th 
[of August] – we had a nice celebration, 
attended a concert at Ukraine Palace and 
watched fireworks. In Kyiv it was wonder-
ful, nice – to be there on this day. And I send 
greetings to everyone in Ukraine, my 
fatherland.”

While Ms. Farion and Mr. Zajac were 
enthusiastic about their new opportunities 
for interacting with Ukraine, which were 
made possible by independence and the 

collapse of communism, 35-year-old Orysia 
(who declined to give her last name) had a 
more measured comment about this his-
toric date. Achieving independence was the 
fulfillment of an old dream said the 
Chicago-born Ukrainian American, but she 
added that she is well aware of the prob-
lems facing the people of Ukraine in the 
current period of economic transforma-
tions: “Those who are living in Ukraine are 
experiencing difficult times. My husband is 
from Ukraine – he’s been here for seven 
years but the rest of his family is still there.” 

Yaroslav Markevych (age 63), like other 
Ukrainian Americans, was focused on con-
tinuing to support Ukraine, but did not hide 
his apprehension about the future: “I’m 
happy that Ukraine is independent for five 

years now. I truly believe this is a miracle 
from God. And if we don’t sustain it now, 
then we will totally lose it.” 

Although Ukraine’s achieving indepen-
dence inspired many people in the diaspora 
to get more involved in Ukrainian matters – 
be it in Ukrainian community organizations 
or direct engagement with Ukraine – it did 
not spur everyone to be more active. That 
was a concern for UCCA Vice-President 
Baranyk (age 52) who had heard some peo-
ple comment that, now that Ukraine is inde-
pendent, the diaspora has fulfilled its mis-
sion. “Unfortunately,” he said, “the reality is 
that Ukraine declared independence but is 
still far from a true independence. I think 
that the mission of the Ukrainian diaspora is 
to help Ukraine stand on its own feet.”

A new wave of immigrants 

The Chicago reporting assignment also 
provided an opportunity to explore diaspo-
ra community dynamics. In the late 1980s, 
a new wave of Ukrainian immigrants began 
arriving in the United States. Representa-
tives of the existing Ukrainian American 
community (those who immigrated to 
America immediately after World War II, as 
well as their American-born children) were 
hopeful that the new immigrants would 
help rejuvenate community life. Instead, 
the “older” diaspora often felt that the new-
comers were shying away from active par-
ticipation in traditional community organi-

August 12, 19 Community Conversations, Ukrainian Canadian Congress,
Online discussions hosted on various topics of interest to
 Ukrainians, www.ucc.ca/programs or nationaloffice@ucc.ca
 (online registration is free)

August 3-9 Mommy and Me/Daddy and Me Camp, Ukrainian 
Online Orthodox Church of the U.S.A. – Office of Youth and 
 Young Adult Ministry, www.uocyouth.org

August 5 Webinar with Mike Buryk, “Ukrainians and Their Communities
Online in the United States,” Nashi Predky, Ukrainian History and
 Education Center, www.ukrhec.org (registration required)

August 16 Children’s workshop, “Petrykivka Painting” with Halyna
Online Nazarenko, Ukrainian History and Education Center, 
 www.ukrhec.org (registration required)

August 22-30 Ukraine 5K Run/Walk hosted by Ukrainian Running Club 
Online New York, run anywhere in the world, to post your result 
 and receive a complimentary Vyshyvanka-themed mask, 
 register at https://runsignup.com/Race/NY/Yourcity/
 UkraineRunbyUkrainianRunningClubNewYork

August 26 Online workshop, “Nature – Inside Out” with Gunjan Kumar, 
Online Ukrainian Institute of Modern Art, ulyana@uima-chicago.org

September 2-7 Labor Day Week, Soyuzivka Heritage Center,
Kerhonkson, NY www.soyuzivka.com

Entries in “Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to events 
advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome submissions 
from all our readers. Items will be published at the discretion of the editors 
and as space allows. Please send e-mail to mdubas@ukrweekly.com.

zations, while the new immigrants some-
times found it difficult to fit in.

New immigrant Vasyl Klym (age 45), 
who as of 1996 had been living in Chicago 
for about three years, agreed that newcom-
ers were not very active in the community. 
He attributed it partly to the different 
mindsets of the two immigrations, with the 
previous wave having had a vibrant, 
nationally conscious, independent civic life 
even before they arrived in America, while 
the new immigrants were raised in the 
Soviet system. 

But a big part of the divide is economic 
reality, he observed: “When we came here, 
we did not participate in the organizations 
that exist, because we have very little free 
time, we work really hard.” Mr. Klym said 

that, although the Fourth 
Wave of immigrants may 
not be able to recreate the 
community dynamism of 
the Third Wave, “eventual-
ly the new immigrants will 
be drawn into community 
life but I don’t think it will 
be soon. It will take a mini-
mum of 10 or 20 years.”

Ivan, a recent immi-
grant with his own con-
struction business, did not 
feel there is a big divide 
between the two immigra-
tions in terms of politics, 

culture or worldview: “I think the problem 
of new immigrants is that they need to 
first integrate into this society, to get estab-
lished here, to earn some money, and this 
is extremely difficult when you don’t know 
the language and when you arrive in a 
country with a totally different work ethic.” 
But he said he already sees things chang-
ing as the Fourth Wave gets established: 
“The time is arriving when people will… 
need more spiritual life. First comes the 
material – you need bread – and then 
comes song.”

Having lived in Chicago for seven years, 
Fourth Wave immigrant Ivan Shkrobut 
noted that there are some tensions 
between the different immigrations, but he 
emphasized that he personally had 

received support from a member of the 
older diaspora who said: “Why should you 
start from scratch, I will help you… you’ll 
get on your feet more quickly and you’ll go 
farther… He’s proud that he helped me and 
I’m also pleased.”

Native Chicagoan Roman Golash 
described his participation in a committee 
that helps immigrants compose resumes, 
find employment and access legal services. 
He shared that, with the assistance of the 
committee, a local hospital hired 15 immi-
grants from Ukraine. “You just need to give 
people an opportunity to work, and after 
that it all depends on them,” he said. Mr. 
Golash noted with dismay that not every-
one from the older diaspora welcomed the 
new immigrants (some even said they 
should remain in Ukraine), but most feel 
that the newcomers can make an impor-
tant contribution to the organizational life 
of the diaspora: “I think that the communi-
ty is now united around the idea that you 
have this new immigration, and this is very 
positive because you have fresh blood, new 
ideas and more people who can work in 
the community.”

The task ahead

The Voice of America series of radio 
reports on Ukrainian Americans and the 
1996 Democratic National Convention in 
Chicago is just a small sampling of how the 
VOA collection at Cleveland’s Ukrainian 
Museum-Archives offers a unique window 
on the life of the Ukrainian diaspora and 
the history of U.S.-Ukraine relations. 
Listening to these recordings now, you can 
experience the emotions and concerns of 
Ukrainian Americans, genuinely expressed 
in their own voices. The gargantuan task of 
digitizing and cataloguing thousands of 
audio and video recordings in the collec-
tion lies ahead – but I hope this article 
helps convey that it will be well worth the 
effort. 

Adrian Karmazyn served as chief of Voice 
of America’s Ukrainian Service from 2005 to 
2015. During his 27-year career at VOA he 
also worked as a reporter, program manag-
er and producer.

(Continued from page 9)

VOA’s...

Ukrainian Americans active-
ly participated in politics, be 
it on the side of Republicans 
or Democrats. It was a sign, 
perhaps, that neither party 
enjoyed monolithic support 
from the Ukrainian diaspora 
at that time. 

to help their native country in its liberation 
struggle against Russian occupation. The 
Shevchenko Scientific Society has been a 
spiritual unifying center of the Ukrainian 
diaspora and the ambassador of 
Ukrainians to the world. 

An article based on Dr. Kysla’s lecture 
will be published in the ninth volume of 
the Western Canadian Collection. A lively 

discussion followed the lecture.
All volumes of the Western Canadian 

Collection are available online at:
https://era.library.ualberta.ca/commu-

nit ies/f4f394ae-51c2-4321-8de5-
89f3b00b72fc/collections/6bf8ec7d-3e7c-
4157-a471-6820dd9f8526.

Maryna Cherniavska is deputy head of 
the Western Canada Branch of NTSh. This 
English translation of her article is by 
Larysa Bilous, director and secretary of the 
Western Canada Branch of NTSh.

(Continued from page 13)
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