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U.S. government issues report on Russian disinformation
Ukrainian National Information Service

WASHINGTON – “As the U.S. Government’s 
dedicated center for countering foreign disinfor-
mation and propaganda, the Global Engagement 
Center (GEC) at the U.S. Department of State has 
a mandate to expose and counter threats from 
malign actors that utilize these tactics. In this 
field, Russia continues to be a leading threat.” 

These are the opening sentences of the report 
issued by the U.S. Department of State in early 
August titled “Pillars of Russia’s Disinformation 
and Propaganda Ecosystem.” The State 
Department’s 70-page report is replete with 
details about the Russian propaganda machine, 
precisely enumerating and highlighting the 
effective use of disinformation.

The title’s reference to a “propaganda ecosys-
tem” denotes both the sources of disinformation 
and propaganda – official government state-

by Christopher Guly
Special to The Ukrainian Weekly

OTTAWA – As a journalist, and as a 
woman, Chrystia Freeland would have rel-
ished the opportunity to write about the 
appointment of the first female finance 
minister in Canadian history. But as a politi-
cian, it is 52-year-old Ms. Freeland who has 
made history as that person – with the 
added point that she is the first Ukrainian 
Canadian to serve in that role and now 
unquestionably the second-most powerful 
and influential member of the Canadian 
government after Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau.

It was the prime minister who, on 
August 18, added the finance portfolio to 
the Cabinet responsibilities of Ms. Freeland, 
already Mr. Trudeau’s deputy prime minis-
ter, following the sudden resignation, the 
day before, of Finance Minister Bill 
Morneau, who has been embroiled in a 
controversy over his ties to the WE Charity.

Since its establishment as a country in 
1867, Canada has had 39 male finance min-
isters – four of whom went on to serve as 
prime minister – until Ms. Freeland broke 
the glass ceiling to become the 40th and 
first female finance minister. She is expect-
ed by more than a few observers and sup-
porters to be a future prime minister.

Holding the dual roles of deputy prime 
minister and finance minister itself is 
somewhat of a rarity. 

Mr. Trudeau’s father, former Prime 
Minister Pierre Trudeau, created the posi-
tion of deputy prime minister in 1977. But 
not every prime minister since that time 
has had a deputy. There have only been 10 
deputy prime ministers, including Ms. 
Freeland, over the past 43 years; only two 
before her also served as finance minister.

Her rise to a most consequential posi-
tion in the Canadian government has 
occurred over less than a decade. 

A star recruit by the Liberal Party of 
Canada, Ms. Freeland left a successful inter-
national career in journalism and entered 
politics in 2013 when she ran for and won 
a seat in the House of Commons to repre-

Canadian Deputy PM Freeland’s influence grows
with addition of Cabinet’s finance portfolio

(Continued on page 11)

by Roman Tymotsko

KYIV – Since the beginning of massive 
protests in Belarus that began after presi-
dential election results considered to be 
falsified were announced, declaring that 
incumbent Alyaksandr Lukashenka was 
the winner, Belarusian and Ukrainian activ-
ists have gathered almost daily in front of 
the Belarusian Embassy in Kyiv. 

Protesters in Kyiv have expressed their 
solidarity with demonstrators in Belarus 
and have demanded that the results of vot-
ing conducted at the Belarusian Embassy in 
Kyiv be published. That has not happened. 
However, Belarusians who live in Ukraine’s 

capital say that votes from the Kyiv polling 
station are mostly in favor of opposition 
candidate Svyatlana Tsikhanouskaya, who 
was forced to leave Belarus in the aftermath 
of the election’s conclusion on August 9.

Meanwhile, Ukraine’s Minister of 
Foreign Affairs Dmytro Kuleba on August 
17 summoned Ukrainian Ambassador to 
Belarus Ihor Kyzym for consultations in 
Kyiv to assess the prospects for further 
Ukrainian-Belarusian relations. Mr. Kuleba 
pointed out that, on August 14, the Minsk 
authorities had handed over detained 
“Wagner militants” to Russia, despite the 
“presence of all legal and moral grounds to 
hand them over to Ukraine.”

Belarusian special forces on July 29 cap-
tured 33 men who were supposedly head-
ed to Venezuela as a private armed force. 
Some of them are affiliated with the most 
notorious private military company known 
as the Wagner Group, named after its lead-
er’s pseudonym. Among the men captured 
near Minsk were 28 militants who had 
fought in districts of Ukraine’s Donetsk and 
Luhansk regions on the side of occupying 
forces. Some of the captured terrorists have 
Ukrainian citizenship. 

Ukraine’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
(MFA) was in negotiations with its 
Belarusian counterpart to hand the mili-
tants over to the Ukrainian justice system, 
but those efforts were not successful.

“This step undermined trust between 
our countries and dealt a heavy blow to our 
bilateral relations,” Mr. Kuleba said in a 
statement published on the MFA website. 
“After that, Alyaksandr Lukashenka repeat-
edly and completely groundlessly accused 
Ukraine of unfriendly steps against Belarus. 
Official reports on Russian and the 
Collective Security Treaty Organization’s 

Ukrainian activists support
Belarusian people’s protests

(Continued on page 23)

At an August 13 rally near the Embassy of Belarus in Kyiv held in support of 
Belarusian protests.

RFE/RL

The ecosystem of Russian disinformation encompasses official government 
communications, state-funded global messaging, cultivation of proxy sourc-
es, weaponization of social media, and cyber-enabled disinformation. 

Source: Global Engagement Center, August 2020.(Continued on page 14)

Chrystia Freeland, Canada’s deputy 
prime minister and minister of finance.

Chrystia Freeland/Facebook
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EU rejects Belarus vote results

Hundreds of Belarusian protesters gath-
ered in Minsk on August 19 in defiance of a 
new push by President Alyaksandr 
Lukashenka to clear the streets of the capi-
tal on the 11th day of rallies against his rule 
as the European Union refused to recognize 
the re-election of the longtime authoritari-
an president and said it will soon impose 
sanctions on his government. With thou-
sands taking to the streets daily since the 
August 9 vote and strikes crippling many 
state enterprises, Mr. Lukashenka ordered 
the Internal Affairs Ministry on August 19 
to put down mass protests that erupted 
across the country against the results, 
which gave Mr. Lukashenka just over 80 
percent of the vote. The European Union 
held an emergency summit on the crisis, 
with EU Council President Charles Michel 
saying afterwards that the 27-nation bloc’s 
message “is very clear: Stop the violence.” 
He stated: “We stand firmly behind the 
right of Belarusian people to determine 
their own fate, and the EU will impose 
shortly sanctions on a substantial number 
of individuals responsible for violence, 
repression and election fraud.” German 
Chancellor Angela Merkel, whose country 
holds the rotating EU presidency, added at 
the end of the summit: “The election was 
neither free nor fair. And that’s why the 
result of the election cannot be recognized.” 
Opposition candidate Svyatlana Tsikhanou-
skaya, who drew tens of thousands of peo-
ple to her campaign rallies, claims to have 
actually received between 60 and 70 per-
cent of the vote in the presidential election. 
(RFE/RL)

Lukashenka orders tightened borders

Belarusian President Alyaksandr 
Lukashenka on August 19 ordered border 
controls to be tightened to prevent what he 
alleged was an influx of “fighters and arms” 
from abroad. “There should be no more 
riots in Minsk. People are tired; people 
demand peace and quiet,” Mr. Lukashenka 
said during a meeting of his security coun-
cil, signaling another escalation after a 
week and a half of mass demonstrations 
against his rule, in which at least three peo-
ple were killed and more than 7,000 

detained, according to reports. The third 
fatality was registered on August 19, when 
a 44-year-old Brest resident who had been 
wounded by live ammunition during the 
protests died in a military hospital in 
Minsk, according to media reports. 
Hundreds of people released from deten-
tion have spoken of brutal beatings they 
suffered in detention. Mr. Lukashenka said 
he had instructed border authorities to 
beef up defenses “along the entire perime-
ter” of the country to “prevent militants, 
weapons, ammunition and money from 
other countries from entering Belarus to 
finance the riots.” (RFE/RL)

Kyiv angered by Minsk’s decision

Kyiv has expressed anger over a decision 
by Belarus to release a group of alleged 
Russian mercenaries that was detained 
near Minsk in late July. In a post on 
Facebook on August 15, Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy wrote that 
Minsk’s decision to send the men back to 
Russia “does not correspond to the spirit of 
relations” between Ukraine and Belarus. 
“The consequences of this decision will be 
tragic,” he added. Minsk detained 33 
Russian citizens on July 29 and accused 
them of plotting to destabilize the situation 
in Belarus in the run-up to the August 9 
presidential election. Belarusian authori-
ties identified the men as employees of 
Russia’s Wagner private military company, 
which is believed to have ties to Russian 
military intelligence and has sent fighters 
to Ukraine, Syria, Libya, Sudan, the 
Democratic Republic of Congo and other 
countries. Moscow said the men were in 
Minsk en route to Istanbul before traveling 
on to “a third country.” Belarus sent 32 of 
the men to Russia on August 14. One of the 
detainees remains in Belarus because he 
has Belarusian citizenship, in addition to 
his Russian passport. Ukraine had request-
ed the extradition of 28 of the men, who 
were suspected of fighting together with 
Russian-backed separatist formations in 
parts of eastern Ukraine. Mr. Zelenskyy said 
he feared the men would reappear in other 
conflict zones. (RFE/RL)

(Continued on page 10)

 ANALYSIS

by Vladimir Socor
Eurasia Daily Monitor

PART I

President Volodymyr Zelenskyy has 
appointed former President Leonid 
Kravchuk as chairperson of Ukraine’s dele-
gation to the Minsk Contact Group, the 
forum that negotiates solutions to Russia’s 
undeclared war against  Ukraine. 
Concurrently, Mr. Zelenskyy has appointed 
former Prime Minister Vitold Fokin as a 
member of this delegation. Messrs. 
Kravchuk and Fokin are 86 and 88 years 
old, respectively.

Mr. Kravchuk replaces former President 
Leonid Kuchma, who has retired from the 
position of delegation chief, citing fatigue. 
Mr. Kuchma was 76 when then-President 
Petro Poroshenko appointed him in 2014 
to head the Ukrainian delegation to the 
Minsk Contact Group. While Mr. Kuchma 
could draw on solid international diplomat-
ic experience for this assignment, Messrs. 
Kravchuk and Fokin are basically Ukrainian 
parochial figures.

An erstwhile secretary of the Ukrainian 
Soviet Socialist Republic’s Communist 
Party Central Committee, responsible for 
ideology and propaganda, Mr. Kravchuk 
switched sides to the patriotic forces in 
1990 to become the founding father of the 
Ukrainian independent state and its first 
president (1991–1994). His track record 
after that is a checkered one, with maneu-
vers between variegated political camps (a 
customary practice in Ukrainian politics), 
in the shadow of the respective party lead-
ers, and without international exposure. 

In his advanced years, Mr. Kravchuk 
became a sought-after, deferentially treated 
participant in talk shows on Ukrainian chan-
nels. He has a reputation for caution, cun-
ning and (in his own description) “sneaking 
in-between raindrops.” Mr. Kravchuk’s late-
blooming popularity on TV almost certainly 
counted in the Zelenskyy Presidential 
Office’s decision to appoint him.

Mr. Fokin, erstwhile a high official of the 
Ukrainian SSR’s State Planning Committee 
in 1971-1990 (its chairperson, 1987-
1990), became the first prime minister of 
independent Ukraine (1990-1992). Mr. 
Fokin’s government is remembered for its 
disastrous economic policies, held respon-
sible for mass pauperization at that time. 
He has lived in obscurity from 1992 to date.

What caused President Zelenskyy and 
the chief of his Presidential Office, Andriy 
Yermak (who has the say on all top person-
nel decisions and is, moreover, in charge of 
the conflict-resolution negotiations), to 
appoint such antiquated figures as Messrs. 
Kravchuk and Fokin, whose past work 
experience hardly qualifies them for these 
posts? What are the two men’s own views 
on this war? And what roles are they 
expected to play in the Minsk negotiations 
and parallel processes?

Ukrainian pundits have widely noted 
that Mr. Zelenskyy finds comfort in bring-
ing representative figures of the pre-2014 
order (of which the president’s circle is 
itself a product) back into the system of 
power, as the recent appointments of Oleh 
Tatarov or Sviatoslav Piskun also exemplify. 
Additionally, Messrs. Zelenskyy and 
Yermak tend to select under-qualified per-
sonnel for government posts, expecting 
such appointees to be dependent or con-
trollable (Ukrayinska Pravda, August 7; 
Censor.net, August 6, 8).

To be sure, Messrs. Kravchuk and Fokin 
will be serving pro bono, and their 
advanced age may entitle them to their 
own independent judgments (see Part II). 
But the same age factor will set physical 
limits on their activities in the Minsk 
Contact Group, and equally inevitably 
abridge their term of service in these talks. 
Whatever initiatives or projects the two of 
them may undertake, they may well be 
overshadowed by a sense that they cannot 
be there much longer anyway. They will be 
treated with outward respect but perhaps 
not taken entirely seriously by the profes-
sionally trained Russian representatives.

Mr. Kuchma, who is younger than Mr. 
Kravchuk and Mr. Fokin, reportedly became 
exhausted by the flights to Minsk and the 
nervous strain of the negotiations. He 
resigned in 2019, but President Zelenskyy 
asked him to return as a stop-gap measure. 
According to Ukrainian delegates who 
joined the Minsk Contact Group in May 
2020, Mr. Kuchma has not been seen 
attending the video-sessions in person, nor 
has his contribution been felt in any way 
(Dzerkalo Tyzhnia, July 28; Ukrayinska 
Pravda, July 30). Mr. Kuchma’s role had all 
along been largely protocolary, as a top-lev-
el representative figure but not a govern-
ment official. Yet Mr. Kuchma’s internation-
al diplomatic experience ensured that 
President Poroshenko took his views into 
account.

While Mr. Kuchma was – and Mr. 
Kravchuk now is – the nominal (decora-
tive) chief delegate, Deputy Prime Minister 
Oleksiy Reznikov is supposedly the real 
chief of the delegation to the Contact 
Group, with the title of deputy head of dele-
gation. Hyperactive in this role, Mr. 
Reznikov has added layer upon layer to 
Ukraine’s Minsk delegation: deputy minis-
ters representing various government min-
istries, Verkhovna Rada committee chairs, 
representatives of pro-Ukraine refugees 
from the Russian-occupied Donetsk and 
Luhansk regions (see Eurasia Daily 
Monitor, June 15, 17, 18, 22). 

Mr. Reznikov, moreover, gives frequent, 
lengthy interviews to Ukrainian mass 
media. And he generates multiple ideas 
about interpreting, revising, updating or 
circumventing the Minsk “agreements” 
because they do work for Russia against 
Ukraine. The Russian delegation, mean-
while, remains impassive and compact, 
lean and mean.

PART II

Behind the Ukrainian delegation’s 
baroque layers and bursts of public activity, 
Mr. Yermak is actually running the negotia-
tions from the Presidential Office. The 
appointment of figureheads like Messrs. 
Kravchuk and Fokin can only facilitate Mr. 
Yermak’s control of the real process. Mr. 
Yermak alone enjoys the pre-emptive, 
almost exclusive access to Mr. Zelenskyy’s 
ear, a direct communication channel to his 
Kremlin counterpart Dmitry Kozak and 
ultimate authority over the appointments 
that really matter. 

It is almost certainly due to Mr. Yermak’s 
influence that President Zelenskyy’s 
instructions have marginalized Ukraine’s 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs from the Minsk 
Contact Group negotiations. Notwithstan-
ding its high level of professionalism and 
trove of experience in the Minsk and 
Normandy processes since 2014, this min-

Zelenskyy appoints gerontocrats
to negotiate with Russia in Minsk
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Responses to the white-red-white revolution in Belarus
by Bohdan Nahaylo

As the unexpected white-red-white 
Belarusian revolution continues, and both 
the stakes and risks are raised, internation-
al reaction has been growing accordingly.

The scale of the mass country-wide 
demonstrations, followed by strikes, to pro-
test against the rigging of the presidential 
election on August 9 caught everyone by 
surprise. The ruthlessness and cruelty of 
the Lukashenka regime in trying to crush 
them, even more so. 

No one had foreseen such rapid and dra-
matic developments. Belarus was generally 
regarded as a politically docile country 
without an effective opposition to 
President Alyaksandr Lukashenka, and 
without leaders capable of challenging him.

For this election, new candidates not 
connected with the traditional, and largely 
marginalized, opposition did indeed 
emerge. But Mr. Lukashenka either impris-
oned them on trumped-up charges, did not 
allow them to register as candidates, or 
tried to besmirch them as Russian-backed. 

For this reason, independent interna-
tional observers, including from the 
Organization for Security and Cooperation 
in Europe (OSCE), did not bother to try to 
monitor the fairness of the election. 
Although the usual relatively low-key pro-
tests were expected afterwards from those 
crying foul, Mr. Lukashenka was expected 
to get his own way yet again and remain in 
power for a 27th year and beyond. 

Although on this occasion it seemed evi-

dent enough that the majority of the voters 
had cast their vote for Svyatlana Tsikhanou-
skaya, who decided to run after her hus-
band, Syarhey Tsikhanouski, was detained 
by Belarusian authorities on spurious charg-
es, Mr. Lukashenka did not hesitate to claim 
a ludicrous 80 percent of the votes.

But, as we saw, the people of Belarus evi-
dently felt that this contemptuous act was 
the final straw, that enough was enough. 
Throughout the country tens of thousands 
of people spontaneously poured out onto 
the streets and squares of the country in 
protest. 

There was no identifiable leadership 
urging them on or giving instructions. And 
from the very first moment, for the protest-
ers, the red-white-red national Belarusian 
flag that Mr. Lukashenka had banned 
replaced the green and red version from 
the Soviet era that Mr. Lukashenka made 
the state’s colors. 

The response from the Lukashenka 
regime: brutality on a level not seen in 
Europe in recent memory and around 
7,000 people arrested. Much of the violence 
directed at the population was indiscrimi-
nate and barbarous.

This terror both shocked and frightened 
the protesters, but at the same time out-
raged and galvanized them. Strikes and 
“Freedom Marches” involving hundreds of 
thousands of people followed. Mr. Luka-
shen ka remained intransigent, even when 
jeered by workers he considered loyal to 
him, but his stormtroopers were held back.

He has continued to refuse to make any 

concessions, let alone go away, and has 
threatened to “restore order” by force. He 
has repeatedly invoked the prospect of a 
Russian intervention to save him. 

So now we have a tense situation filled 
with uncertainty as to how it will all end. 
Although many international newspapers 
have been concluding that it’s “game over” 
for Mr. Lukashenka, his insistence that he 
will not budge, his menacing tone and the 
critical Putin factor indicate that this is by 
no means a certainty at this stage. 

Will even more blood be spilled? Can the 
leaders of the democratic opposition sus-
tain the peaceful revolt? How will Russia 
respond to this embarrassing Belarusian 
revolt on its doorstep? How will the demo-
cratic world respond?

During the last week or so we received 
some of the preliminary answers. Not sur-
prisingly, the first leaders to greet Mr. 
Lukashenka on his “victory” were those of 
China, Russia and its Central Asian associ-
ates, Armenia, Venezuela, Moldova, 
Azerbaijan and Turkey. 

The first to express to concern about the 
violence and doubts about the fairness of 
the election were Lithuania, Poland, 
Ukraine, Sweden, Germany, and France. 

Since then, the European Parliament and 
the European Union have taken a position. 
They have not recognized the results of the 
election and will be applying sanctions 
against those considered responsible for 
the rigging of the election and the brutality 
that followed it. 

With Mr. Lukashenka appealing for sup-

port to Moscow, all eyes have been on 
President Vladimir Putin. But Moscow, 
either caught by surprise or planning its 
own scenario, hesitated before clarifying its 
position. In the meantime, both German 
Chancellor Angela Merkel and French 
President Emmanuel Macron called Mr. 
Putin to express their concern about the 
situation and warn him of the consequenc-
es of a Russian intervention. 

Mr. Putin and his spokespersons have 
replied officially that any external interven-
tion in Belarus’ affairs is impermissible. But 
Russian representatives have also been 
stressing that they consider Belarus and 
Russia to be a union-state of two countries, 
hence fudging the distinction of who is 
external and who is internal. 

The most candid response has come 
from Russian Foreign Affairs Minister 
Sergey Lavrov. In an interview with the 
Rossiya TV channel, part of which was pub-
lished on the website of the Russian 
Foreign Affairs Ministry on August 19, he 
said: “No one hides the fact that it is about 
geopolitics, about the fight for the post-
Soviet space. We have seen this fight earlier 
after the Soviet Union ceased to exist. The 
last example, of course, is Ukraine. What we 
are hearing now from European capitals, 
especially from the Baltic states, as well as 
from Poland, the European Parliament is 
not about Lukashenka, human rights and 
democracy. It is all about geopolitics, about 
the very rules that our Western partners 
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Quotable notes
“Canada joins its partners in the international community in condemnation of the 

crackdown on peaceful protesters following the presidential election in Belarus. We 
do not accept the results of this fraudulent presidential election in Belarus and call 
for free and fair elections. 

“We further call for a thorough investigation to be conducted through the 
Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe. Thousands of people across 
Belarus are in the streets calling for an end to police brutality, the release of political 
prisoners and credible elections. 

 “As I stated to opposition candidate Svetlana Tikhanovskaya [Svyatlana 
Tsikhanouskaya] during our call on Saturday, Canada will continue to stand with the 
people of Belarus, and we will work with our international partners to ensure that 
their voices are heard and that those responsible for undermining democracy and for 
brutal actions against protestors are held to account.”

– Statement released on August 17 by Canadian Minister of Foreign Affairs François-
Philippe Champagne.

“The United States has been inspired by the display of peaceful expression of the 
Belarusian people seeking to determine their own future. We stand by our long-term 
commitment to support Belarus’ sovereignty and territorial integrity, as well as the 
aspirations of the Belarusian people to choose their leaders and to choose their own 
path, free from external intervention.

“We remain deeply concerned by serious flaws in the August 9 presidential elec-
tion in Belarus and strongly condemn the violence carried out against peaceful pro-
testers and journalists, the arrest of opposition candidates and peaceful protesters, 
the blockage of Belarus’ internet service, and the abuse of detainees. We call for the 
immediate release of those unjustly detained, and an accounting for those reported 
missing.

“The United States supports free and fair elections that reflect the will of the 
Belarusian people as a matter of principle. The August 9 elections did not meet that 
standard. Belarus, like the United States, is a member of the OSCE [Organization for 
Security and Cooperation in Europe], which upholds those standards. We urge the 
government of Belarus to accept the OSCE chairmanship’s offer to facilitate dialogue 
and engage all stakeholders. We support international efforts to independently look 
into Belarus’ electoral irregularities, the human rights abuses surrounding the elec-
tion, and the crackdown that has followed.

“We urge the Belarusian government to actively engage Belarusian society, includ-
ing through the newly established National Coordination Council, in a way that 
reflects what the Belarusian people are demanding, for the sake of Belarus’ future, 
and for a successful Belarus.”

– Statement titled “Supporting the Aspirations of the Belarusian People” by U.S 
Secretary of State Michael R. Pompeo, released by the Department of State on August 20.

by Vladimir Socor
Eurasia Daily Monitor

Russia’s presidential envoy for conflict-
management in Ukraine, Dmitry Kozak, has 
sent a highly undiplomatic letter to his 
other counterparts in the “Normandy” 
forum, gloating over bypassing this forum 
to maneuver Kyiv into quasi-recognizing 
Moscow’s military proxies in Donetsk-
Luhansk. The agreement on “Measures to 
Strengthen the Ceasefire Regime” officializ-
es the Donetsk-Luhansk “armed forma-
tions,” co-equally with Ukraine’s Armed 
Forces, as contracting parties to the cease-
fire-strengthening measures and to the 
ceasefire itself. It also relieves Russia of any 
responsibility for ceasefire violations by its 
proxies, concealing altogether Russia’s role 
as the state belligerent against Ukraine. The 
Minsk Contact Group’s participants – 
Ukraine, Russia, Donetsk-Luhansk, and the 
Organization for Security and Cooperation 
in Europe (OSCE) – worked out this agree-
ment, circumventing the Normandy forum 
(see Eurasia Daily Monitor, July 29, 30).

The Kremlin has thereby broken the 
rules of the Normandy and Contact Group 
processes. Under these rules, the 
Normandy forum’s participants – Russia, 
Ukraine, Germany, France – issue “com-
monly agreed” recommendations or guide-
lines to the Minsk Contact Group for follow-
up negotiations by its participants. The 
Contact Group, however, went to finalize 
the agreement and have it signed without 
the Normandy forum’s common consent. 

Mr. Kozak had presented his proposals at 
the July 3 Berlin meeting of top diplomatic 
advisors of the four countries’ leaders. 

Berlin and Paris found Moscow’s proposals 
unacceptable and offered counterproposals 
afterward, but Moscow repeatedly turned 
down a “commonly agreed” document. 

For its part, Kyiv resisted for a while, 
until President Volodymyr Zelenskyy and 
his envoy Andriy Yermak yielded to Mr. 
Kozak’s demands. While Mr. Kozak broke 
rules, Messrs. Zelenskyy and Yermak broke 
ranks with the quadripartite Normandy 
forum. Instead, they have accepted a bilat-
eral solution with Moscow on the latter’s 
terms (see below).

Mr. Kozak has celebrated his victory in 
the unprecedented way of sending a sar-
castic official letter to his Normandy coun-
terparts and having its full text leaked via a 
pro-Moscow outlet in Ukraine (Strana.ua, 
July 30). Dated July 27, under the Kremlin’s 
letterhead, the document is a circular letter 
addressed to the German, French and 
Ukrainian diplomatic advisors to state lead-
ers and the three ministers of foreign affairs 
(Jan Hekker, Heiko Maas, Emmanuel Bonne, 
Jean-Yves le Drian, Andrey Yermak, Dmytro 
Kuleba). Given that Messrs. Hekker and 
Bonne act as personal envoys of German 
Chancellor Angela Merkel and French 
President Emmanuel Macron in the 
Normandy forum, and report directly to 
them, Mr. Kozak’s calculatedly rude letter 
amounts to a nose-thumbing gesture to 
these state leaders as well.

In this letter, Mr. Kozak returns the 
German-French draft document (on 
Normandy’s “commonly agreed” recom-
mendations to the Minsk Group) back to 
the German-French senders “without 

Russian envoy celebrates victory 
in rude letter to Normandy forum

(Continued on page 20)

(Continued on page 20)
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Marta Kolomayets, former editorial staffer of The Ukrainian Weekly, dies at 61

PARSIPPANY, N.J. – Marta Kolomayets, a former member 
of the editorial staff of The Ukrainian Weekly whose 
accomplishments include opening the newspaper’s Kyiv 
Press Bureau, died on August 16 in the Ukrainian capital. 
She was 61.

Ms. Kolomayets was on The Weekly’s staff in January 
1982-November 1984 and then again from February 1988 
through December 1996. 

Since January 2013, Ms. Kolomayets had been the direc-
tor of the Fulbright program’s office in Ukraine.

Ms. Kolomayets was born in Chicago on April 6, 1959. 
She completed her B.A. in English (1980) at the University 
of Illinois at Chicago and earned a master’s degree in jour-
nalism (1981) from the University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign. She was an active member of Plast Ukrainian 
Scouting Organization, a Plast scoutmaster and a member 
of the Plast sorority Pershi Stezhi.

She joined the staff of The Ukrainian Weekly, one of two 
newspapers published by the Ukrainian National 
Association (UNA), in January 1982 as an editorial assis-
tant and soon was promoted to assistant editor. In 1984, 
she left her job at The Weekly to take a position at a trade 
publication in New York City, but she returned to The 
Weekly in February 1988, becoming associate editor. 

In 1990, The Weekly tried to send Ms. Kolomayets to 
Ukraine to report on the historic multi-candidate parlia-
mentary and local elections taking place in March – the 
first to occur during the era of perebudova. However, Ms. 
Kolomayets was denied a visa by Soviet authorities. She 
was in good company though, as members of the U.S. con-
gressional delegation that planned to travel to Ukraine 
under the auspices of the Commission on Security and 
Cooperation in Europe to observe the voting (as well as 
Eugene Iwanciw of the UNA, who was to act as the delega-
tion’s advance man) also were denied entry visas.

Undaunted, The Weekly then tried to get Ms. 
Kolomayets to Ukraine in time for the opening of the first 
session of the newly elected Parliament of Ukraine on May 
15, 1990. She arrived four days later. After overcoming 
many bureaucratic hassles, Ms. Kolomayets was permitted 
to travel to Ukraine, for the first time as a Weekly staffer, 
with a medical relief mission organized by the Children of 
Chornobyl Relief Fund. She was able to get a three-day visi-
tor’s pass to attend sessions of the Parliament on May 
21-23, and she filed several news reports on other events 
taking place in Kyiv.

Soon afterwards came the Ukrainian National 
Association’s 32nd Convention, which met on May 28-June 
1, 1990. On the final day of its deliberations, the convention 
passed a resolution that stated: “The convention urges the 
UNA Executive Committee to look into establishing a 
bureau in Kyiv and/or Lviv which would provide direct 
news service on a regular basis to our UNA publications.” 
In October of that year, efforts to establish the bureau 
began in earnest when a UNA delegation (comprising 
President Ulana Diachuk, Secretary Walter Sochan and 
Advisors Iwanciw and Roma Hadzewycz), while in Kyiv to 
attend the second congress of Rukh, met with officials of 
the Foreign Affairs Ministry to discuss the fraternal organi-

zation’s intentions of opening a press office. Several 
months of battling the bureaucracy followed, but eventual-
ly the go-ahead was given.

 In January 1991, the UNA’s Kyiv Press Bureau became 
the first foreign news bureau to receive official accredita-
tion. Ms. Kolomayets became the first staffer of that 
bureau, arriving in the Ukrainian capital on January 13, 
1991, to set up the office. She was the first U.S. journalist 
and the second foreign journalist to be accredited as a cor-
respondent in Ukraine. From Ukraine, she was to file sto-
ries for The Weekly as well as provide information for 
Svoboda, then a daily newspaper published by the UNA.

For the first four months, Ms. Kolomayets lived and 
worked out of a hotel room at the Dnipro Hotel on the 
Khreshchatyk; she filed her news reports from the Rukh 
headquarters on Taras Shevchenko Boulevard. Afterwards 
Ms. Kolomayets succeeded in finding an apartment on Karl 
Marx Street, now known as Horodetsky Street.

Ms. Kolomayets ultimately served four more tours of 
duty as The Weekly’s Kyiv correspondent, in February-
August 1992, February-December 1993, June 1994-July 
1995 and October 1995-September 1996. (Several other 
staffers also served in the Ukrainian capital). In 1994, she 
married Kyivan Danylo Yanevsky, then editor of the televi-
sion program “Pisliamova.” While in Kyiv as The Weekly’s 

`full-time correspondent, Ms. Kolomayets also served as a 
stringer for such media outlets as the Associated Press, 
United Press International and Newsweek. Her free-lance 
articles were published also in the Chicago Tribune. 

Ms. Kolomayets left The Weekly in December 1996 to 
take up a special assignment as a communications strate-
gist in Kyiv for the U.S. Agency for International 
Development (1997-1999).

Later, she worked in Kyiv as team leader for the Ukraine 
Market Reform Education Program of Gavin Anderson/
PBN Company (1999-2002); chief of party at the 
Partnership for a Transparent Society (2002-2004); proj-
ect director of the Community Partnerships Program of the 
U.S.-Ukraine Foundation (2004-2007); and country direc-
tor for Ukraine of the National Democratic Institute (2007-
2009). 

In 2010-2013, she was director of programs and com-
munications for the Ukrainian Catholic Education 
Foundation and was based in Chicago. Soon however, she 
returned to Ukraine.

In January 2013, Ms. Kolomayets became the director of 
the Fulbright Office in Ukraine, which is administered in 
that country by the Institute for International Education.

In a story published in The Ukrainian Weekly on 
December 16, 2018, Ms. Kolomayets spoke with Adrian 
Karmazyn about a quarter-century of U.S.-Ukraine aca-
demic exchanges. She described her role as the Fulbright 
Ukraine country director as that of a cultural ambassador.

“The Fulbright program is a program of mutual under-
standing, of cultural ambassadorship… the Americans that 
come over bring American culture here and the Ukrainians 
that go to the United States are cultural ambassadors for 
Ukraine. So many people tell me that the important thing is 
not only what you learn – it’s how you communicate with 
other people and the outside world, and tolerance and 
understanding. Understanding the differences – it’s a very 
important part of the Fulbright program,” Ms. Kolomayets 
noted.

Mourning her passing, her colleagues at the Fulbright 
Ukraine program were quoted by Radio Svoboda as saying 
this about Ms. Kolomayets: “Heading the Fulbright Ukraine 
office since 2013, with irrepressible optimism Marta strove 
to do good for Ukraine every day, good for Ukraine’s aca-
demia and culture, good for all things Ukrainian. She set a 
very pragmatic goal for her work: to continue paving the 
way for Ukraine into the great, big world.”

Surviving are her husband, Danylo Yanevsky; mother, 
Luba Kolomayets; brother, Andrew, with his family; and 
other family members in the United States and Ukraine. 
Her father, the noted artist Anatole Kolomayets, had died in 
2014.

A funeral service was scheduled for Saturday, August 22, 
at the Patriarchal Cathedral of the Resurrection of Christ in 
Kyiv at 1 p.m. (local time). The service, with Bishop Yosyf 
Milian officiating, is to be livestreamed at https://youtu.
be/afZhPAs (see the Facebook page of the Kyiv 
Archeparchy of the Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church: 
https://www.facebook.com/kyivugcc/ for any additional 
info). Burial is to follow at the Baikove Cemetery in Kyiv.

 OBITUARY

Marta Kolomayets, Fulbright Ukraine country director, in 2018 in Kyiv.
Fulbright Ukraine Marta Kolomayets when she first joined the editorial staff of The Ukrainian Weekly 

in January 1982.

The Ukrainian Weekly Archives

Marta Kolomayets at work in the editorial offices of 
The Ukrainian Weekly in Jersey City, N.J., in early 
1991, just before she left to serve as the newspaper’s 

Kyiv correspondent in January through July.

The Ukrainian Weekly Archives
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Friends reflect on the passing of Marta Kolomayets
The following comments appeared in a Radio Svoboda 

report about Marta Kolomayets that was compiled by Iryna 
Shtohryn. There were translated for The Ukrainian Weekly 
from the original Ukrainian by Irena Chalupa.

Ivan Malkovich, poet, publisher, Marta’s friend and 
neighbor:

God has called Marta Kolomayets to him – Marta, one of 
the best people I have ever known, a person with a great, 
big heart. We are blessed with such friends infrequently, 
and when they leave us so suddenly, you feel an immense 
emptiness. Marta was a real friend to whom you could 
entrust that which you treasure most.

As a prominent public figure who did so much for 
Ukraine and had so many grand and ambitious plans, 
Marta was simultaneously endowed with an infinite gift of 
connecting people from different continents, all the while 
enveloping them with her compassionate attention. I don’t 
think any of us were ever able to repay her for that in any 
commensurate way.

All we have left now is prayer. The kingdom of heaven 
awaits you, dear Martusia. Your memory is all light and 
gratitude. My condolences to your family

Irena Chalupa, Marta’s friend, former director, 
Ukrainian service, Radio Liberty:

I am profoundly sad. Marta and I weren’t just friends, 
we were very close in spirit. Our lives are similar, we were 
both born into Ukrainian families, lived in the U.S., but 
were always connected to Ukraine.

Marta always managed to collect fabulous Ukrainian 
company around her. I just can’t imagine Kyiv without her.

Marta loved her father immensely. He’s from eastern 
Ukraine, Poltavshchyna, her mother is from western 
Ukraine. Marta was a true Ukrainian hybrid, a product of 
east and west. For her, Ukraine was always one, single, uni-
tary; she loved all of Ukraine and never divided it into east 
and west.

Marta was the first Western journalist to go to Ukraine. 
She met and became friends with scores of Ukrainian dissi-
dents who began to be released in what was then 
Gorbachev’s USSR. …

Marta’s professional life was all about Ukraine.
I don’t remember the exact year, but it was an important 

Holodomor anniversary. Marta recorded many Holodomor 
survivors at that time, people who survived that hungry 
horror and through the kindness of fate ended up in the 
U.S. and Canada. These testimonies were published in vol-
umes that are today in the Library of Congress. These testi-
monies were used as a resource by American legislators in 
their work as they introduced and passed resolutions com-
memorating the Holodomor.

Marta always supported and helped Ukrainian dissi-
dents; many of them became her friends. I saw this often, 
she was very close with the Horyn brothers, during one of 
my last trips to Ukraine we visited Raisa Rudenko, it was 
her birthday and we went to greet her. It was a lovely after-
noon.

For me, Marta was more than just a sister, she was a 
person whose soul was so close to mine. She loved beauty 
and wherever she was she created a beautiful space. There 

were always flowers, beautiful paintings, gorgeous vases, 
elegant glasses. Marta was a great aesthete, really gifted in 
that regard.

That’s why she was always pursuing these wonderful 
projects, especially during her tenure as director of the 
Ukraine Fulbright office and program. She was working on 
organizing a gala concert in Carnegie Hall to celebrate the 
120th anniversary of “Shchedryk,” Leontovych’s signature 
composition, “Carol of the Bells,” so people would know 
who wrote this melody and what country produced a tal-
ent that could capture the spirit of Yuletide in such unfor-
gettable notes. I hope that we can see this dream of Marta’s 
become reality so we can honor her memory in this way.

Archbishop-Metropolitan Borys Gudziak, Ukrainian 
Catholic Church, Philadelphia Archeparchy:

There are people in all the continents who are devastat-
ed by the death of Marta Kolomayets. All of us who grew 
up in the Ukrainian Youth Association (SUM) and Plast are 
bearing a bitter loss because Marta was a part of our lives. 
A part that always emanated love.

Marta loved people, and she loved Ukraine. This love 
was consistent and supremely effective, generating ideas, 
projects and good deeds, and something new in each one 
of us. Everything Marta did gave hope to specific people 
and to Ukraine.

At this difficult time, we all realize that very often Marta 
was a donor in good works for all of us, we were all receiv-
ers of her wonderful bright energy, and for this wonderful 
vitality, we are supremely grateful to Marta.

Today we embrace with prayer Marta’s husband, 
Danylo, Marta’s 91-year old mother, Luba, and their fami-
lies. In this time of pandemic they can’t come together 
physically and can’t say good-bye to Marta in the way that 
they want to.

But we know that in this sorrow all those who knew 
Marta Kolomayets are soulfully united in spirit, the way 
Marta united us during her earthly life. We are facing this 
heavy loss at a special time, a time of pandemic when the 

Marta Kolomayets
Marta Kolomayets/Facebook

(Continued on page 18)
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The news about the untimely passing of our dear colleague Marta Kolomayets 
traveled quickly on Sunday, August 16. And it shocked all who heard it. Marta was 
gone. At the age of 61. Frankly, we are still numb. Indeed, judging by the comments 
of those who knew her and posted their feelings on Facebook, all are stunned by this 
terrible news, all are deeply saddened.

Marta’s life and good works, both here in the United States – where she was born 
and studied, and volunteered, and worked – and in Ukraine – where she lived for 
more than half of her life, worked in a variety of professional roles and was involved 
in many volunteer endeavors – touched countless people. That’s why her death has 
left so many in tears.

Many people considered themselves close to Marta, whether through Plast 
Ukrainian Scouting Organization, or work, or volunteer activity. The condolences, 
reminiscences and tributes are legion. The photos shared show the remarkable life 
and journey of Marta Kolomayets. One of her closest friends here in the United 
States observed that Marta had more friends than anyone he knows. A dear friend 
and confidant in Kyiv said we all have been orphaned by Marta’s passing. The thing 
is, everyone knew Marta in their own special way, because she was special and she 
made you feel special. That’s just the way she was. And she would do anything, 
everything, for her friends.

We at The Ukrainian Weekly knew her well. After all, Marta joined our tight-knit 
editorial staff in January 1982, fresh out of journalism grad school. We can still pic-
ture her arrival from Chicago with her huge suitcases; we still remember how the 
local parish gave this young transplant a bed to sleep on. She quickly fit in and was a 
wonderful addition to our crew. As one colleague put it, our team was “young, 
intense, carefree, and we shared so much.” Above all, we shared a love of our 
Ukrainian community and of Ukraine. We knew we had a role to play in our “hroma-
da” and in sharing Ukraine’s story with the world around us. We were devoted to 
that mission and considered ourselves lucky to have this opportunity. 

Clearly, Marta was meant to be a member of our editorial staff. She was passion-
ate about Ukraine. Thus, it was fitting that she would become our first correspon-
dent on the ground in Kyiv when things loosened up a bit and we were allowed to 
officially open a press bureau. In January 1991, Marta was already on the scene – 
months before Ukraine re-established its independence on August 24, 1991. Those 
were truly heady days. And Ukraine was lucky to have Marta there as history was 
being made in the first six and a half months of 1991. (Ukraine’s independence was 
proclaimed the month after Marta concluded her tour of duty, on the watch of our 
next Kyiv correspondent. Nonetheless, Marta reported the historic reaction at 
Ukraine’s Mission to the United Nations.) Marta went on to serve four more illustri-
ous assignments as our correspondent in Kyiv. (You can see how much she covered, 
and how well, by checking out the digital archives on our website.)

When she left the editorial staff of The Ukrainian Weekly in December of 1996, 
Marta wrote a good-bye letter, in which she said: “I don’t want to say good-bye, 
because I believe in my heart that I will always be part of The Weekly. … I grew up at 
The Weekly and, therefore, will always consider it a part of me. For me, The Weekly 
was more than just a job, it was a way of life. So, this is not good-bye, but so long…” 
She kept in touch all these years with her colleagues from The Weekly, when she was 
visiting the U.S. or we were visiting Ukraine. Though we were separated by thou-
sands of miles, that distance was not insurmountable. She kept in touch also with 
readers of The Weekly through her occasional articles. It was always wonderful to 
receive them, to read them and to publish them. 

Today, we don’t want to say good-bye to Marta Kolomayets. She will live on in our 
thoughts and memories. Vichnaya pamiat!

The Ukrainian Weekly

Nine years ago, on August 24, 2011, as Ukraine celebrated its 
20th anniversary of independence from the Soviet Union, the 
Eurasia Daily Monitor analyzed the failed putsch of August 1991 
that led to the collapse of the Soviet Union.

In 2011, there was a lack of knowledge about the failed putsch 
among many Russians. Moscow News (Moskovskie Novosti) 

reported that 8 percent of those surveyed did not know anything about the coup, 27 per-
cent said that they had heard something, while 64 percent remember and know some-
thing about those events. 

Eleven percent in the survey described the attempted coup as a “seizure of power,” 10 
percent said it was “the collapse of the Soviet Union,” and 5 percent called it a “re-division 
of power.” 

Former Moscow Mayor Gavril Popov said the August coup was “one of the greatest 
events of the end of the 20th century.” Mr. Popov questioned the accepted narrative that 
the putsch was in response to the threat of a new union treaty as a unifying myth that con-
ceals a more complex political process: “The country was pregnant with crises.” 

The analysis by Jacob W. Kipp of the Eurasia Daily Monitor noted that the crisis did not 
begin in the Soviet Union, but in Eastern Europe, where the international and domestic 
ramifications of the Velvet Revolutions had transformed the continent.

The failed reform policies under President Mikhail Gorbachev resulted in a fractured 
Communist Party that set off a power struggle, which brought national self-determination 
into Soviet politics. The military and the KGB attempted to “restore order” in Vilnius and 
Riga in January 1991, but Mr. Gorbachev’s refusal to sanction extreme measures and Boris 
Yeltsin’s embrace of peaceful self-determination led the independence movements to gain 
the momentum needed among the republics of the Soviet Union.

Aug.

24
2011

Turning the pages back...

by Halya Coynash
Kharkiv Human Rights Protection  

Group

Maidan lawyers and civic organizations 
have reacted with outrage to Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy’s appoint-
ment of Oleh Tatarov as deputy head of the 
Presidential Office. Mr. Tatarov was not only 
the deputy head of the Internal Affairs 
Ministry’s Central Investigative Department 
during the Euro-Maidan protests, but on at 
least one occasion openly lied about a 
shocking attack by Berkut officers on peace-
ful Maidan activists in January 2014. 

This is an appallingly ill-considered deci-
sion and is understandably viewed as a spit 
in the face by many of those persecuted on 
the Maidan and the families of those who 
were killed. 

Mr. Tatarov has been employed within 
the police since 1999, and held the post of 
deputy head of the Internal Affairs 
Ministry’s Central Investigative Department 
for some time during the presidency of 
Viktor Yanukovych. He very clearly falls 
under the Law on Lustration for that post, 
however, Mr. Zelensky has already changed 
the name of the Presidential Administration 
(to Presidential Office) in order to bypass 
this law and enable his earlier appointment 
of Andriy Bohdan as head of that “office,” so 
it is no real surprise that this was not 
enough to deter the new appointment. 

The situation this time, however, is 
worse, and it seems inconceivable that Mr. 
Zelensky and/or the head of his 
Presidential Office were not aware of the 
role Mr. Tatarov played during the Euro-
Maidan protests when the police, and espe-
cially Berkut special forces, were actively 
deployed in violently suppressing peaceful 
protest.

He claimed, for example, that Auto-
Maidan activists had attacked four buses 
carrying Berkut officers, tried to attack the 
officers and had used baseball bats against 
the vehicles. 

During the night in question (Mr. Tatarov 
says January 22, 2014, however, it was the 
early hours of the next morning) Berkut 
officers from Unit No. 1 beat up activists on 
Shors Street and then took them to a police 
station, drawing up protocols of arrest. 
Both Unit 1 and Unit 2 Berkut officers also 
detained other Auto-Maidan activists on 
Krepostnoy Lane, using considerable force 
and damaging their cars. On that occasion 
also, the activists were taken to a police sta-
tion where protocols were drawn up, 
claiming that the activists were guilty of 
“hooliganism.”

This is not a question of which side of 
the story you believe. There is sufficient 
proof for one of the “titushky,” or paid 
thugs, involved to have already been con-
victed, and for other trials to be under way, 
including that of a former Berkut com-
mander, Mykhailo Dobrovolsky. 

As Yevhenia Zakrevska, a lawyer repre-
senting Maidan victims or their families, 
says Mr. Tatarov’s misrepresentation of the 
events was a deliberate attempt to justify 
the savage beating and torture of peaceful 
protesters and destruction of their cars.

This was by no means the only occasion 
when Mr. Tatarov justified inexcusable 
actions by the enforcement bodies. He 
claimed, for example, that the attempted 
Berkut storming of the Maidan during the 
night of December 10-11, 2013, had mere-
ly been an attempt to clear the area, and 
that it had been by night so as not to 
obstruct transport. He denied that any 
force had been applied, though that too is 
in variance with all other accounts of the 
events.

Mr. Tatarov was also the authorities’ 
public voice regarding the horrific attack 
on journalist and Maidan activist Tetyana 
Chornovol. He suggested that her behavior 
in not handing over the video footage that 
exposed her assailants could lead to her 
prosecution and generally suggesting that 
this could have been provocation orga-
nized by Ms. Chornovol herself. 

On January 31, 2014, Mr. Tatarov came 
up with all kinds of supposed reasons why 
the first three men actually killed by gun-
fire – Serhiy Nihoyan, Mikhail Zhyznevsky 
and Roman Senyk – could not have been 
killed by the enforcement officers. 

These are probably only a small number 
of more occasions where Mr. Tatarov tried 
to distort the truth about the enforcement 
bodies’ treatment of Maidan activists or to 
discredit the latter.

It is quite possible that Mr. Tatarov was 
given orders to try to whitewash Berkut 
and the regime’s enforcement bodies in 
general. That is no excuse for his having 
obeyed them, and would be a very disturb-
ing argument for why he is viewed as an 
appropriate  deputy head of  the 
Presidential Office appointed to be respon-
sible for law enforcement issues. The 
report states that Mr. Tatarov’s duties will 
include “formation of state policy in the 
field of law enforcement; expert-analytical 
back-up for the work of the Presidential 
Office; ensuring guarantees of the state’s 
national security in the field of law enforce-
ment; countering corruption and defense 
of human rights.”

There are, to put it bluntly, no grounds 
for entrusting such tasks to a person impli-
cated in crimes against peaceful Maidan 
activists.

While a lawyer is entitled to defend 
whomever he chooses, it is also a little 
unnerving that Mr. Tatarov’s activities over 
more recent times should have included 
representing very notorious pro-Russian 
politicians, such as Vadim Novinsky and 
Andriy Portnov. The latter held essentially 
the same post that Mr. Tatarov has now 
been appointed to under the Yanukovych 
administration and only returned to 
Ukraine on the eve of Mr. Zelenskyy’s inau-
guration. Since then, Mr. Portnov seems to 
have enjoyed considerable influence on the 
State Bureau of Investigations and on oth-
ers holding prominent positions in the 
enforcement bodies. He has certainly 
played a major role in getting many crimi-
nal proceedings against former President 
Petro Poroshenko initiated, and is also one 
of the most active figures in the current 

Top post in Zelenskyy administration given
to police official implicated in Maidan crimes

(Continued on page 11)

Remembering Marta

The next issue of The Ukrainian Weekly will be a double issue dated August 
30/September 6, which will be mailed to readers on August 28. Following the 
Labor Day holiday (September 7), the next issue will be dated September 13.

OUR NEXT ISSUE 

 COMMENTARY

(Continued on page 20)
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 COMMENTARY

Dear Editor:

We were pleased to see the paid adver-
tisement of Ukrainian Americans for Biden 
(UAB) published in the July 26 issue of The 
Ukrainian Weekly and would like to 
express our gratitude to the UAB Steering 
Committee for the great work they are 
doing to elect Joe Biden as president. 

We once were staunch Republicans. That 
was when Republicans were American 
patriots and anti-Communists. Sadly, today 
we see Republicans only as enablers of the 
worst policies for America and its people. In 
a few short years, America has lost its pres-
tige and worldwide respect, and Vladimir 
Putin could not be happier.

For children of a people who lived 
through the horrors of Communism and 
Nazism, let us not be swayed by false utter-
ances about “law and order,” “fake news” 
and other disinformation disseminated by 
demagogues. The freedom we have been 
enjoying in this country is not a given, and 
we all need to do all in our power to pre-
serve it.

Today, we see only one choice to save 
America: the election of Joe Biden. Most of 
us have known Mr. Biden for his long years 
of service for our country. He will do what 

is good for our county and for all of its peo-
ple. Not only is he honest, but most impor-
tantly, he is a man of intelligence and expe-
rience in governing as well as a good friend 
to Ukraine. He is our only hope for helping 
America live up, once again, to the princi-
ples of our Founding Fathers.

Wictoria and Marianna Wakulowska
Philadelphia

A thank you
to UAB committee

 LETTER TO THE EDITOR

GUIDELINES FOR LETTERS 
TO THE EDITOR

The Ukrainian Weekly welcomes letters 
to the editor that react to articles published 
on its pages. Opinions expressed by letter 
writers are their own and do not neces-
sarily reflect the opinions of either The 
Weekly editorial staff or its publisher, the 
Ukrainian National Association. 

Letters must be signed (anonymous let-
ters are not published) and the city from 
which they are sent will be published under 
the author’s name. However, the daytime 
phone number, e-mail address and com-
plete mailing address of the letter-writer 
must be given for verification purposes. 

THE LENGTH OF LETTERS CAN-
NOT EXCEED 250 WORDS. Letters may 
be edited or abridged. The Weekly reserves 
the right to edit for clarity, civility and 
accuracy. 

Letters should be sent to staff@
ukrweekly.com or to The Ukrainian 
Weekly, 2200 Route 10, P.O. Box 280, 
Parsippany, NJ 07054.

The two-page advertisement by 
Ukrainian Americans for Joe Biden is a first. 
I have been reading The Ukrainian Weekly 
since 1946 and, if memory serves, this is the 
first time an ad for an American presiden-
tial candidate has appeared three months 
prior to the election. Hardly the norm, as I 
recall.

Also impressive are the number of 
Ukrainian Americans listed on the two-
page ad. I know many of them. I respect 
their willingness to take a stand. Getting 
that many Ukrainians to commit is not 
easy; sometimes it’s like herding cats.

Our woke generation may be surprised 
to learn that the first political orientation of 
Ukrainian Americans was socialist, reflect-
ing the ideology of the Social Democrats in 
Ukraine. Ukrainian American involvement 
in the American political process began in 
1907 with the creation of the Haidamaky. A 
publication of the same name soon 
appeared and efforts were made early on to 
promulgate the goals of American socialists. 
Other radical publications soon made their 
appearance: Khlopsky Paragraf (1908), 
Proletar (1911) and Robitnyk (1912). 

Responding to the leadership of the pro-
gressive Catholic priests then steering the 
fraternal organization once known as the 
Ruthenian National Association (RNS), 
Svoboda, the RNS periodical, urged 
Ukrainians to ignore Republicans and 
Democrats and to support socialist candi-
dates as the only people who cared about 
the working class. At its 1914 convention, 
the RNS changed its name to the Ukrainian 
National Association (UNA)

In 1901, Eugene V. Debs, one-time loco-
motive fireman and labor organizer, estab-
lished the Socialist Party of America (SPA). 
A number of socialist clubs came into being 
in the Rusyn/Ukrainian community, and, 
encouraged by the SPA leadership, Ukrain-
ians created the Ukrainian Federation of 
Socialist Parties of America (UFSPA), join-
ing the SPA as an ethnic affiliate.

From the beginning, Ukrainian socialists 
were divided between those who focused 
on national rebirth in Ukraine, the Social 
Patriots, and those who favored world rev-
olution, the Marxist/Internatio nalists. 

The SPA, now also split between moder-
ates and Marxists, suffered further division 
in 1919 when the committed Marxist wing 
of the party held a formal convention in 
Chicago establishing the Communist Party 
of America (CPA). At the UFSPA convention 
that same year, Ukrainian Marxists pushed 
through a resolution recognizing the Third 
Communist International. Expelling Social 
Patriots from its ranks, the UFSPA formally 
changed its name to the Ukrainian 
Federation of Communist Parties of 
America (UFCPA).

The Communist cause suffered a setback 
after a number of explosions rocked major 
American cities. In 1919 and 1920, 
President Woodrow Wilson’s attorney gen-
eral, A. Mitchell Palmer, began deporting 
Communists, anarchists and other radicals. 
President Wilson never recognized the 
Soviet Union nor did his successors, 
Presidents Warren Harding, Calvin 
Coolidge and Herbert Hoover.

When the war ended, Ukraine was divid-

ed among the USSR, Poland, Hungary and 
Czechoslovakia. Three political rationales 
were offered in the U.S. for the failure of 
Ukraine to maintain its independence. 
Ukraine was not prepared for sovereignty, 
argued members of the newly formed 
Ukrainian Hetman Organization (UHO); 
only a Hetman can restore order. Ukrainians 
need another revolution, explained mem-
bers of the recently created Organization for 
the Rebirth of Ukraine (ODWU), an affiliate 
of the Organization of Ukrainian 
Nationalists (OUN). Ukraine exists, claimed 
Ukrainian Communists pointing to Soviet 
Ukraine.

Urged by The New York Times Moscow 
correspondent Walter Duranty and others 
in his Cabinet, newly elected President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt quickly recognized 
the USSR as the legitimate successor of the 
Russian empire. Within months, the Soviet 
Embassy in Washington was swarming 
with NKVD and GRU agents. Ukrainian 
American Communists prospered during 
the 1930s, welcoming financial support 
from Soviet Ukraine.

 During World War II, UHO, ODWU and 
UNA leaders were accused of Nazi sympa-
thies and were called to testify before 
Congress. The UHO disbanded. ODWU and 
the UNA lost members. 

 When the war ended and the 
Communist threat was acknowledged once 
again, Ukrainian Americans associated 
with the anti-Communist front came roar-
ing back. Leading Ukrainian American 
political figures at this time were 
Republican Dmytro Halychyn, UNA presi-
dent, and his successor Joe Lesawyer, 
Democrat. Dr. Lev Dobriansky was the GOP 
outreach chair during the 1968 presiden-
tial campaign. 

Ukrainian Republicans prospered after 
the election of Richard M. Nixon in 1968. 
The Republican National Committee (RNC) 
created the Heritage Groups Council. An 
ethnic affairs office, headed by Laszlo 
Pasztor, was established within the RNC. 
Laszlo traveled around the country forming 
local and national ethnic affiliates that 
became part of the Heritage Groups 
Council. By 1972 there were 34 nationality 
federations and 25 state councils. The 
Ukrainian National Republican Federation 
(UNRF), which encompassed councils in 20 
states, received the coveted Dwight D. 
Eisenhower Service Award in 1972. That 
same year, Taras Szmagala Sr., then the 
director of Sen. Bob Taft’s Cleveland office, 
became the ethnic outreach director for the 
Nixon re-election campaign.

Thanks to their visibility and activity in 
the Republican Party, President Gerald R. 
Ford appointed a Ukrainian as White 
House special assistant for ethnic affairs. 
Ukrainians also served on the staffs of Sens. 
Taft (Ohio), James Buckley (New York) and 
Bob Dole (Kansas) – all Republicans. A 
Ukrainian was appointed ambassador to 
the Bahamas by President Ronald Reagan. 

 Ethnic influence by the Captive Nations 
lobby led to a vicious vilification campaign 
by the Sovietophile left. Most egregious 
was a leftwing publication, “Old Nazis, the 
New Right and the Reagan Administration” 
by Russ Bellant. “Fascist” anti-Soviet eth-
nics in the RNC were influencing American 
foreign policy prolonging the Cold War, 

Myron Kuropas’s e-mail address is  
kuropas@comcast.net.

Wow! Very impressive!
by Askold S. Lozynskyj

Last summer I traveled to Belarus, visit-
ing three major cities – Minsk, Mogilev and 
Homel – and several villages, and meeting 
with Ukrainian community representatives 
from another major city, Brest. I was sur-
prised by the relative sophistication of the 
Belarus infrastructure, beginning with the 
Minsk airport, the national airline Belavia, 
the major arteries across the country, gen-
eral  c leanl iness ,  gardening ,  etc . 
Nevertheless, I left the country largely dis-
mayed and pessimistic as to the future 
because of the obvious Russian presence 
everywhere, the pervasive Russian lan-
guage and Moscow Church Orthodoxy, the 
feeling of submission and apathy as to their 
own fate of the Belarusian people. 

It was as if Belarus had been frozen in 
time. All of the Soviet names remained on 
the streets and subway stations in Minsk. 
The University in Mogilev was a Belarusian-
Russian one. There were very few Western 
manifestations anywhere, including com-
mercial ones. There are McDonald’s restau-
rants in Belarus, but I did not see any. 

My friend Valentina and I entered a 
Belarusian traditional restaurant with blast-
ing Russian music. We requested Belarusian 
music. The proprietor declined. We began to 
walk out when he finally acceded. There 
was no reaction from the Belarusian 
patrons. Strangely enough, it took two 
Ukrainians, one of them from the United 
States, to make a Belarusian restaurant play 
Belarusian music instead of Russian. 

Recent events in Belarus, specifically the 
protests and the numbers they have 
attracted, have caught me by surprise. 
Frankly, I did not expect the population of 
Belarus to rise as it did. After all Alyaksandr 
Lukashenka, essentially a Russian surro-
gate, has ruled Belarus for almost a quarter 
of a century and there has been nothing 

democratic about his rule and almost noth-
ing Belarusian. 

On August 17, I received a letter from 
Valentina in Minsk:

“Yesterday I was in the thick of events, 
because of the main opposition rally – how-
ever, it is correct to call it a protest rally, 
because it is simply outraged people who 
have reacted to another falsification 
(though no elections after 1996 have been 
without falsification) – and perhaps even 
more because of the brutal beating of thou-
sands of detainees on August 9-10. 
According to various estimates, by the 
Hero-City symbol alone there were from 
200,000 to 300,000 people. I think there 
were more, because the day was hot and 
people were moving all the time; some 
went away, others came. 

“But, in spite of this, I am not too opti-
mistic because, on the one hand, everything 
is still happening according to the scenario 
of the Maidan (a peaceful protest, the fight, 
the lack of reaction by the authorities to the 
excessive, I would even say provocative, 
brutality); and on the other hand, from the 
very beginning there was no clear national 
orientation, there are no protest leaders. 
People just want fair elections (they are not 
even too worried that the only ‘admitted’ 
candidates to the elections were those ben-
eficial to the Lukashenka-Putin regime) 
and that there will be punishment for the 
sadistic security forces. That is all.

“Optimism comes from the thing that 
distinguishes this protest from the Maidan: 
strikes at enterprises – budget-fillers. 
Therefore, I believe that today is even more 
important than yesterday, because it is, in 
fact, the first post-protest working day and 
the fate of the protest largely depends on 
whether the strikes at the giant enterprises 
in the country will continue. Therefore, I 

A letter from Belarus

(Continued on page 10)

(Continued on page 23)
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A summer without bandura camps, but not without Bandura Hangouts

by Theodora Turula

CHICAGO – Any normal summer, young 
bandura students in the United States and 
Canada would be attending bandura 
camps, where they could perfect their play-
ing, learn new songs and enjoy time with 
friends in the great outdoors. This year, the 
Covid-19 pandemic put a stop to dreams of 
bandura camp. 

The North American Bandura Camps 
Committee works to create cohesion and 
foster a collaborative spirit among the 
camps for the betterment of their programs 
and participants’ experiences. Committee 
members represent the four camps: 
Bandura@Bobriwka (Colebrook, Conn.), 
ODUM Bandura Camp (London, Ontario, in 

the past, but this year’s venue was to be 
Brighton, Mich.), Kobzarska Sich (Emlenton, 
Pa.) and Litnia Zustrich (Hawke stone, 
Ontario). Their aim is to be a hub of bandu-
ra education, especially camp-based 
instruction. When it became obvious that 
no physical camps would take place, the 
committee decided to convene a four-week 
online camp – a virtual workshop – and 
called it the “Bandura Hangouts.” 

The program attracted over 50 partici-
pants, aged 8 to 72, from four Canadian 
provinces, eight U.S. states and Puerto Rico. 
Twenty-seven volunteer instructors were 
recruited to work with the “campers.” 
Bandura players were divided into five 
groups, based on proficiency of play. Each 
group had one primary leader and several 

instructors who worked with the bandura 
students within their groups and provided 
more individualized instruction. Each group 
was assigned a song to learn within the 
group, and all participants learned “This 
Land Is Your Land” with bilingual lyrics and 
the “Zaporizhskyi March.” The plan is to 
gather participants for an actual concert 
sometime during the winter, if possible. 

Every group’s schedule was posted online 
daily, with 30- to 40-minute segments of 
individual and group instruction, demon-
strations of technique, topical lectures, vocal 
coaching sessions, mini-performances and 
even some surprise fun activities. While not 
a substitute for a full-fledged bandura camp, 
Bandura Hangouts allowed bandura stu-
dents to continue to learn over the summer, 

advance their knowledge, and maintain a 
connection with Ukrainian music, bandura 
and their bandura-playing peers.

Afternoon and evening activities includ-
ed presentations and lectures. For example, 
Julian Kytasty shared stories about bandura 
virtuoso Zynoviy Shtokalo and also 
explained the art of musical improvisation 
on the bandura. Andriy Birko conducted a 
tour of his bandura workshop. Mykola 
Deychakiwsky introduced the virtual camp-
ers to the bandura as an instrument for 
rock music and even hip-hop. The Toronto 
group Banduraliscious gave a lecture on 
improvisation. Another musician, Myhailo 
K. from California, explained how he pro-

 COMMUNITY CHRONICLE

A compilation of screen shots of Bandura Hangouts participants.

Ukrainian Technological Society awards 2020 scholarships
by Nickolas C. Kotow

PITTSBURGH – On July 27, the Scholar ship 
Committee of the Ukrainian Techno logical 
Society (UTS) of Pittsburgh announced the 
scholarship recipients for the 48th year of 
its Scholarship Program. Twenty-seven 
awards were made totaling $11,000. 

Including this year, the UTS has present-
ed 512 awards totaling $243,200  to 312 
different students – all college/university 
students residing in the Pittsburgh-tristate 
region. The COVID-19 pandemic prevented 
the usual Scholarship Awards Social, and 
the students were notified of their scholar-
ships by mail.

Receiving The Maria Hulai Lion 
Foundation Scholarship of $1,000 was 
Sofiya Bidochko (molecular biology), who 
was the highest scoring first-year applicant. 
Receiving the award for the highest scoring 
upper class applicant was Cyril Sheptak 
(mathematical business), who received the 
$1,000 Ukrainian Selfreliance of Western 
Pennsylvania Federal Credit Union 
Members’ Funded Scholarship. 

The Pittsburgh Community underwrites 
certain named scholarships, presently at 
$500 each. Nicholas Hladio (music educa-
tion) received the Michael and Anna 
Komichak Memorial Scholarship. Michael 
Komichak hosted the Ukrainian Radio 
Program, with the help of his wife, for over 
six decades on WPIT radio in Pittsburgh. 
The Chester and Olga Manasterski Memorial 
Scholarship was awarded to Inna Hohosha 
(elementary-pre-K education). Receiving 
the Ukrainian Cultural Trust Choir of 
Western Pennsylvania Scholarship was 
Sophia Charron (political science/philoso-
phy), with the Ukrainian Selfreliance of 

Western Pennsylvania Federal Credit Union 
Scholarship going to Yuriy Korenovskyi 
(environmental science). 

The new Ukrainian Technological 
Society Founders’ Scholarship, honoring 
the memory of the society’s founders, 
Michael Korchynsky, Dr. Michael Kotyk, 
Peter R. Naber and Sydir Michael Tymiak, 
was awarded to Victoria Swindle (informa-
tion science).

Ukrainian Technological Society 
Scholarships of $500 each were awarded to 
Maria Charron (philosophy/theology), 
Alexander Konecky (nursing), Yaryna 
Korenovska (early childhood education), 
Petro Pavlyshyn (nursing), Iryna Luchynyn 

(management information systems) and 
Anna Swindle (mathematics).

Ukrainian Technological Society Scholar-
ships of $250 each were awarded to the fol-
lowing students: Andrew Buckholt (account-
ing), Andrianna Cycak (nursing), Kateryna 
Czuczman (optometry), Stanislav Davyda 
(cyber forensics and information security), 
Alex Hladio (music education), Roman 
Hladio (English/writing), Katarzyna Goebel 
(law), Magdalene Goebel (history/business), 
Monika Karpa (biology/pre-dental), Maran-
da Kuzemka (cybersecurity), Irina Lutsiv 
(finance and economics), John Nasevich 
(microbiology/Eastern European studies), 
Dmytri Rakovan (engineering), and Marissa 

Yourstowsky (radiologic technology).
For more information about the UTS 

Scholarship Program, readers may access 
the society’s website at www.utspgh.org. 
Questions may be e-mailed to utspgh@
gmail.com or mailed to Ukrainian Techno-
logical Society, P.O. Box 4277, Pittsburgh, PA 
15203. 

Donations to the UTS  Scholarship Fund 
are received throughout the year. Donors 
can use the Support button on the webpage 
via PayPal. (A reminder: in 2020, the 
CARES Act permits $300 in charitable 
deductions without the necessity to file a 
Schedule A.) The Ukrainian Technological 
Society has 501 (c)(3) status.

Sofiya Bidochko accepts the Maria Hulai Lion Scholarship 
from UTS President George Honchar. 

Andriy Bidochko

Sophia Charron accepts the Ukrainian Cultural Trust Choir 
Scholarship from UTS President George Honchar. 

Svitlana Honchar

(Continued on page 18)
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Ukraine sees record number of COVID cases

Ukraine saw another record number of 
coronavirus cases as of the morning of 
August 19: 1,967 cases of COVID-19 were 
detected in the past 24 hours, while 812 
people recovered and 28 people died, 
according to data published on the website 
of the National Security and Defense 
Council’s Coronavirus Epidemic Monitoring 
System. A day earlier, on August 18, some 
1,616 new cases of COVID-19 were report-
ed, there were 1,464 cases on August 17, 
some 1,637 people were infected on 
August 16, and 1,847 new cases were 
reported on August 15. The most cases of 
COVID-19 over the past day were recorded 
in the Kharkiv (247), Kyiv (215), Lviv (188), 
Ivano-Frankivsk (163), Chernivtsi (154), 
Rivne (125), Odesa (123 ) and Zakarpattia 
regions (117). (Interfax-Ukraine)

Kolomoisky companies OKd for COVID relief

Five American companies owned by 
Ukrainian tycoons who are accused of laun-
dering money and using the misappropriat-
ed funds to help buy U.S. assets were 
approved for as much as $13.3 million in 
loans through a federal program aimed at 
saving jobs during the pandemic, according 
to U.S. government records. CC Metals & 
Alloys, Felman Production, Felman Trading 
Americas, Optima Management Group and 
Optima 777 were among the more than 
600,000 U.S. businesses approved for loans 

of $150,000 or more under the federal gov-
ernment’s Paycheck Protection Program, 
commonly called the PPP, Treasury 
Department records show. The U.S. Justice 
Department filed a civil complaint on 
August 6 that accuses Ukrainian billionaires 
Ihor Kolomoisky and Gennadiy Boholiubov 
of laundering hundreds of millions of dol-
lars from a Kyiv-based bank and using the 
misappropriated funds to help purchase 
assets in the United States, including alloy 
and steel plants as well as real estate. The 
two men control CC Metals & Alloys, 
Felman Production, Felman Trading 
Americas, Optima Management Group and 
Optima 777 with their U.S. associates, Uriel 
Laber and Mordechai Korf, according to the 
Justice Department’s lawsuit. The FBI has 
not charged anyone with a crime; its inves-
tigation is continuing. Mr. Kolomoisky 
denies the laundering accusation, saying 
the money he and his partner used to pur-
chase the U.S. assets came from their sale of 
Ukrainian steel assets to a Russian compa-
ny for about $2 billion. Messrs. Laber and 
Korf, through their lawyer, also deny the 
charges, saying they are part of a politically 
motivated attack against Messrs. 
Kolomoisky and Boholiubov. CC Metals & 
Alloys, a Kentucky-based producer of ferro-
silicon alloys used in the manufacturing of 
iron and steel, was approved for a PPP loan 
on April 14 of between $2 million and $5 
million to help support 145 jobs, according 
to the data. CC Metals & Alloys shut down 
temporarily due to the coronavirus pan-
demic on July 1, according to a company 
press release. Felman Production, a West 
Virginia-based producer of silicon manga-

nese, which is also used in steel production, 
was approved for a loan of between $1 mil-
lion and $2 million to help support nearly 
100 jobs. The Ukrainian tycoons and their 
U.S. partners have invested tens of millions 
of dollars into Felman Production since 
purchasing it out of bankruptcy in 2006. 
Felman Trading Americas, a ferroalloys 
trading company that the Justice 
Department said was set up by Messrs. Korf 
and Laber to hide the tycoons’ ownership, 
was approved for a loan of between 
$350,000 and $1 million. Optima 
Management Group, which managed the 
tycoons’ U.S. commercial real estate, was 
approved for a loan of between $150,000 
and $300,000. Finally, Optima 777, which 
owns the Westin Hotel in Cleveland, was 
approved for a loan of between $2 million 
and $5 million to support 240 jobs. Sage 
Hospitality Group, a Denver-based hotel 
manager, owns a minority stake in the 
Westin, its spokeswoman Kelly Bajorek told 
RFE/RL. Bloomberg News in July reported 
that Optima 777 was approved for a PPP 
loan. A spokesman for Messrs. Korf and 
Laber declined to say how much of the 
$13.3 million in approved loans their com-
panies received. The low-interest PPP loans 
are designed to keep employees on the pay-
roll during the pandemic. Messrs. Korf and 
Laber are also listed as managing members 
of Transenergy USA, a Texas-based trucking 
company for the energy industry. 
Transenergy was approved for a PPP loan 
in May of between $350,000 and $1 million 
to help support 200 jobs. (Todd Prince of 
RFE/RL)

Ukraine urged to investigate attack 

Media watchdogs have called on 
Ukrainian authorities to investigate intimi-
dation and attacks against journalists from 
Skhemy (Schemes), a joint investigative 
project by RFE/RL and UA: Pershy televi-
sion, after one of their cars was torched. 
The International and European federa-
tions of journalists said in a statement on 
August 18 that a campaign of harassment 
and intimidation, including surveillance 
and arson attacks, was aimed at “muzzling” 

the journalists’ investigations. The day 
before, the car of one of the team members 
was set on fire outside Kyiv, which investi-
gators said was caused by “an external igni-
tion source.” No one was hurt in the inci-
dent. “It is essential that investigative jour-
nalists can freely and critically report on 
corruption and wrongdoing of state offi-
cials,” IFJ General Secretary Anthony 
Bellanger said in the statement . 
“Surveillance and the attack against this 
team are worrisome blows against press 
freedom that can’t go unpunished. We 
stand in solidarity with the victimized jour-
nalists and call on the authorities to protect 
them from these attacks,” he added. A simi-
lar statement from the Committee to 
Protect Journalists urged Ukrainian author-
ities to find the perpetrators of the torching 
and “hold them to account.” Skhemy 
reporters were recently working on a story 
revealing how the transport of high-level 
state officials is breaking traffic rules. 
During the production of the program, the 
journalists repeatedly voiced concerns 
about being under surveillance. Skhemy 
reporter Mykhaylo Tkach said earlier in 
August that he believed he had found signs 
of surveillance in his apartment . 
“Authorities also must thoroughly investi-
gate the surveillance allegations” made by 
Mr. Tkach, said Gulnoza Said, the CPJ’s 
Europe and Central Asia program coordina-
tor. “By reporting on corruption, investiga-
tive journalists at Schemes are doing an 
important service for the public, and the 
authorities should ensure their safety,” she 
added. RFE/RL acting President Daisy 
Sindelar has expressed distress over the 
arson attack, saying that while no one was 
injured, the broadcaster remains “con-
cerned that this incident appears aimed at 
intimidating RFE/RL’s reporters and con-
tributing to a threatening environment for 
journalists across Ukraine.” She added in a 
statement released on August 17: “Schemes 
is an award-winning investigative team 
whose work is vital to the public interest of 
all Ukrainians. We urge Ukrainian authori-
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(Continued from page 2)

NEWSBRIEFS

Run your advertisement here, 
in The Ukrainian Weekly’s CLASSIFIEDS section.

PROFESSIONALS

TO PLACE YOUR AD CALL WALTER HONCHARYK (973) 292-9800 x3040
or e-mail  advertising@ukrweekly.com

SERVICES

OPPORTUNITIES

EARN EXTRA INCOME!
The Ukrainian Weekly is looking 

for advertising sales agents.
For additional information contact  

Walter Honcharyk, Advertising Manager,  
The Ukrainian Weekly, 973-292-9800, ext 3040.

МАРІЯ ДРИЧ
Ліцензований Продавець

Страхування Життя
МАRІA DRICH

Licensed Life Insurance Agent 
  Ukrainian National Assn., Inc.

2200 Route 10, Parsippany, NJ 07054
Tel.: 973-292-9800 ext. 3035

e-mail: mdrich@unamember.com

wait with anticipation as to how 
Lukashenka will be met at these enterpris-
es when he should arrive.”

Perhaps there may be cause for opti-
mism because Mr. Lukashenka was soundly 
decried by the protesters at the govern-
ment enterprises on August 17. In fact, 
many of the government media personnel 
walked off their jobs as well. 

If left alone, I feel that the people of 
Belarus would prevail. However any opti-

mism has to be cautious. There is an awful 
but very real variable – the Russian tank. 
The people of Belarus cannot confront that 
possibility. This is where the United States 
and Europe must act. I am reminded of 
Hungary in 1956, and of Czechoslovakia in 
1968, and more recently of China in 1989. 

When evil happens and good people 
stand by and do nothing, not only are lives 
lost and spirits shattered, but the evil-mon-
gers become emboldened. 

The writer is an attorney at law based in 
New York City who served as president of the 
Ukrainian World Congress in 1998-2008. 

(Continued from page 7)
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ties to ensure that our colleagues can work 
safely and without fear.” (RFE/RL’s 
Ukrainian Service)

Ukraine ends trade mission agreement 

At a meeting on August 17, the 
Ukrainian government decided to termi-
nate the agreement with Russia on the 
mutual establishment of trade missions, 
said Emine Dzhaparova, the first deputy 
minister of foreign affairs. “Today, at an 
extraordinary meeting of the Cabinet of 
Ministers of Ukraine, it was decided to ter-
minate the agreement between the govern-
ment of Ukraine and the government of the 
Russian Federation on the mutual estab-
lishment of trade missions, which has been 
in effect since October 1992,” Ms. Dzhapa-
rova wrote on her Facebook page. 

According to her, given Russia’s aggression 
and the occupation of Crimea, and the cur-
rent state of relations between the two 
countries, this agreement has lost its prac-
tical significance and does not meet the 
national interests of Ukraine. (Interfax-
Ukraine)

U.S. Embassy donates PPE worth $250 K

The United States Embassy in Ukraine 
has presented a batch of personal protec-
tive equipment (PPE) for protection against 
the novel coronavirus to Ukrainian state 
agencies. “As part of our international tech-
nical assistance, the U.S. Embassy’s 
International Narcotics and Law Enforce-
ment Affairs office donated approximately 
$250,000 worth of personal protective 
equipment against COVID-19 to our 
Ukrainian partners at the National Police, 
State Border Guard Service and the State 
Customs Service,” the Embassy said on 
Facebook. (Interfax-Ukraine)

(Continued from page 10)
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An attempt was made by the Soviet 
hardliners to compel Mr. Gorbachev to 
resign and, when that failed, the putsch was 
mobilized on August 19 to seize power by 
force. 

Mr. Kipp noted that Mr. Yeltsin emerged 
from the failed putsch as the immediate 
winner, as he was on the ground in 
Moscow, while Mr. Gorbachev was in 
Crimea, as former Soviet republics declared 
independence. The power centers of the 
Soviet state, he said, effectively collapsed 
because their leaders had been compro-
mised as incompetent adventurists. Mr. 
Yeltsin’s moves to break up the KGB and the 
military, as well as his use of troops of the 
Ministry of Internal Affairs to maintain 
order within Russia, were policies that he 
used later in his presidency. 

To underscore the need for analysis of 
the failed putsch, Mr. Kipp cited Alexis de 
Tocqueville’s analysis in 1857 of the French 
Revolution. “The regime which is destroyed 
by a revolution is almost always an 
improvement on its immediate predeces-
sor, and experience teaches that the most 
critical moment for bad governments is the 
one which witnesses their first steps 
toward reform.”

Mr. Kipp summarized the failed putsch: 
The Communist Party lost its monopoly on 
power, Marxism-Leninism as an ideology 
collapsed under the weight of its own con-
tradictions, the Soviet Union itself disap-
peared, and the planned economy col-
lapsed. However, Russia in 2011 was once 
again a centralized state, using the moniker 
“managed democracy,” and the ranking 
members of the security services (FSB and 
GRU) had become the “new nobility.”

What transpired more than 20 years ago 
throughout the Soviet Union is happening 
now in Belarus on a smaller scale: the peo-
ple are attempting to dismantle an authori-
tarian regime and have a government that 
represents the will of the people. The pro-
tests in Belarus are less nationalistic in 
nature than during Ukraine’s Revolution of 
Dignity in 2014, and Russian intervention 
for the time being is seen as limited as com-
pared to Moscow sending “little green men” 
to Crimea and eastern Donbas. 

However, the Belarusian people deserve 
free and fair elections and the international 
community needs to send clear messages 
to Moscow that there are costs if it chooses 
to interfere. 

Source: “Reflections on the putsch that 
failed: 20 years on,” by Jacob W. Kipp 
(Eurasia Daily Monitor), The Ukrainian 
Weekly, August 28, 2011.

(Continued from page 6)

Turning...

sent the federal riding of Toronto Center 
(most recently held by Mr. Morneau) when 
the Liberals were in opposition.

Following a change in the electoral 
boundaries map, Ms. Freeland became the 
member of Parliament for the newly creat-
ed Toronto riding of University-Rosedale 
after winning the seat in the 2015 general 
election, which brought the Justin Trudeau-
led Liberals to power to form a majority 
government, and again in 2019, when the 
Liberals were re-elected, but were reduced 
to governing with fewer MPs. 

It was clear from the start that Ms. 
Freeland was viewed by Prime Minister 
Trudeau as a significant member of his 
Cabinet. 

Halfway through the Liberals’ first term, 
she was promoted from holding the inter-
national trade portfolio to become Canada’s 
foreign affairs minister with the continuing 
task of managing the Canada-U.S. relation-
ship during the often-tense talks of renego-
tiating the North American Free Trade 
Agreement with President Donald Trump’s 
administration.

Last year, Ms. Freeland was appointed 
deputy prime minister and was also named 
intergovernmental affairs minister, responsi-
ble for the federal relationship with Canada’s 
10 provinces and three territories – a role 
that has required unprecedented collabora-
tion during the COVID-19 pandemic.

“It has been the formulation and devel-
opment of Chrystia Freeland into a real 
force in the sense that she is able to take on 
any challenge, and definitely demonstrates 
her breadth of abilities in that she is able to 
learn a file and dive deep into it,” said Paul 
Grod, the Toronto-based president of the 
Ukrainian World Congress. He has known 
Ms. Freeland for the past decade, makes it a 
point to speak Ukrainian with her and touts 
her fluency in the language.

(The deputy prime minister also speaks 
Russian and Italian, along with French, 
Canada’s other official language.)

“She has a lot of skills, and I think she’s 
going to be fabulous in the role of finance 
minister. She certainly has a good under-
standing of finance having been a reporter 
for the Financial Times,” Mr. Grod said in an 
interview.

Early in her career, the Alberta-born. 
Harvard-and-Oxford-educated Ms. Freeland 
was a Ukraine-based stringer for the Times, 
The Washington Post and The Economist, 
before serving in senior editorial roles at 
both the London-based Financial Times and 
the Toronto-based Globe and Mail.

Ms. Freeland’s immediate predecessor 
on the Cabinet finance file, Mr. Morneau, 

was a businessman before entering politics 
and ran Morneau Shepell, a major Canadian 
human-resources services company. Ms. 
Freeland’s involvement in the business 
world was as a journalist writing about it. 

But that poses no disadvantage to her as 
Canadian finance minister, as Mr. Grod 
explained. “In Canada, ministers are not 
necessarily chosen because they’re experts 
in an area because there is a professional 
public service that manages and leads the 
files and an elected official oversees and 
provides policy direction. And [Ms. 
Freeland] has demonstrated her ability to 
be very ethical, very disciplined and very 
thoughtful in what she does.”

“Every challenge she has taken on, 
whether it’s international trade, foreign 
affairs, dealing with COVID in Canada, she’s 
been phenomenal,” Mr. Grod said.

He noted that Deputy Prime Minister 
Freeland’s ability to reach out in a non-par-
tisan, collegial manner has earned her 
widespread respect from MPs across party 
lines. 

That point was punctuated when Doug 
Ford, the conservative premier of Canada’s 
largest province, Ontario, and initially more 
critical than supportive of the Trudeau gov-
ernment in its early days, offered congratu-
lations to his “good friend Chrystia 
Freeland” on the day she was sworn in as 
finance minister.

“She’s just an amazing person,” he said. 
“I don’t know how she’s going to do it – 
she’s working around the clock now. But 
there’d be no one better in that role than 
Chrystia Freeland,” Mr. Ford commented.

The Business Council of Canada (BCC), 
which represents companies that employ 
1.7 million Canadians, was also effusive in 
its praise of the deputy prime minister.

“Since entering the federal Cabinet in 
2015 and while serving in the portfolios of 
international trade, foreign affairs, inter-
governmental relations and deputy prime 
minister, you have worked tirelessly to 
strengthen Canada at home and abroad. We 
know that you will bring the same high 
level of commitment to your new role as 
minister of finance,” wrote the council’s 
president, Goldy Hyder, in an August 18 let-
ter that outlined concerns that will be Ms. 
Freeland’s.

As the BCC noted, by the end of the fiscal 
year (March 31, 2021), Canada’s net federal 
debt is projected to reach $1.2 trillion 
(Canadian). 

Canada’s deficit is expected to reach 
$343 billion ($260 billion U.S.), or about 16 
percent of the country’s GDP, a fiscal pic-
ture unmatched in Canadian history.

Following Ms. Freeland’s installation as 
finance minister, Prime Minister Trudeau 
told reporters at an Ottawa news conference 
that since her first election as an MP, he has 

(Continued from page 1)

Canadian... talked with her “about how we need to cre-
ate a fairer country for Canadians [and] how 
we need to grow the economy in ways that 
help everyone,” adding that she wrote a 
book on the subject, “Plutocrats: The Rise of 
the New Global Super-Rich and the Fall of 
Everyone Else,” published in 2012.

“As we look to building a better, more 
fair Canada that is prosperous and creating 
real opportunity for everyone, I can think of 
no one who is better suited to work along-
side me and the rest of this amazing 
[Liberal] team as our finance minister to 
build that better future for Canadians,” Mr. 
Trudeau said.

Newly minted Finance Minister Freeland 
amplified the prime minister’s remarks, 
when she said at the same news conference 
that the restart of the Canadian economy 
needs to be “equitable,” “inclusive” and 
“green,” the latter approach of which was 
reportedly resisted by Mr. Morneau.

Ms. Freeland also noted how the eco-
nomic challenge caused by the COVID crisis 
has hit “women particularly hard,” and how 
she will be able to bring her experience “as 
a woman, as a mother [of three]” in con-
fronting that issue as finance minister.

Ukrainian Canadian Congress (UCC) 
President Alexandra Chyczij said she 
believes that Prime Minister Trudeau “has 
tapped into the most talented member of 
his Cabinet” and is “leveraging [Deputy 
Prime Minister Freeland’s] considerable 
skills to get Canada through this crisis.”

Ms. Chyczij expects that one day Ms. 
Freeland will be Canada’s prime minister, 
“and that’s something the Ukrainian 
Canadian community would wish for fer-
vently.”

“She certainly has the skill and experi-
ence that would equip her for that role. But 
I know she’s a loyal team player, and that in 
absence of a leadership review, the 
Trudeau team will likely stay intact with 
Chrystia playing a very key role,” she added.

Ms. Chyczij, a lawyer by profession, 
recalls first meeting Ms. Freeland in Kyiv in 
1991 when the young and intrepid journal-
ist was covering a news conference at the 
Verkhovna Rada in newly independent 
Ukraine. Ms. Chyczij had stopped by to wit-
ness the back-and-forth with reporters 
while attending a conference of Canadian 
and American lawyers of Ukrainian descent 
in the Ukrainian capital. 

“Chrystia was posing very sharp and 
pointed questions, and she caught the 
attention of the room,” recalled Ms. Chyczij, 
who also knew Ms. Freeland’s late mother, 
Halyna Chomiak Freeland, a lawyer and 
onetime federal election candidate for the 
left-of-center New Democratic Party.

“Chrystia is scary smart,” said Ms. 
Chyczij. “She was a Rhodes scholar and is a 
fantastic critical thinker, and over the years 
has displayed a curiosity that has been an 
education in it of itself.”

“In her journalistic work, she has 
encountered some of the brightest and 
most talented people on the planet, and has 
absorbed something from all of them. I 
think she has a great Rolodex that she can 
call upon at any point in time for advice for 
perspective. She has a resource network 
around her that is unparalleled,” the UCC 
leader pointed out.

Mr. Grod, a former UCC president, echoed 
those comments. “[Ms. Freeland] has a 
Rolodex like no other of the most influential 
financial-policy and business elites, and a 
stronger Rolodex than the previous finance 
minister, globally,” he said, citing such 
names as Larry Summers, who served as 
U.S. treasury secretary in President Bill 
Clinton’s administration, and billionaire 
investor and philanthropist George Soros. 

“She’s going to be able to, just as she did 
in foreign affairs, open up more doors than 
anybody else in Canada can, globally. That’s 
going to impact Canada’s financial reach, 
and I suspect we’ll become a bigger player 
in multinational arenas like the World 
Bank, the OECD [the Organization for 
Economic Co-operation and Development, 
which Mr. Morneau hopes to lead as its next 
secretary general],” Mr. Grod observed.

“It’s going to put us on the map in a lot of 
areas where we have not been on the map, 
and bode very well for Canada,” continued 
Mr. Grod, who also highlighted the absence 
of any reaction from Ms. Freeland’s ances-
tral homeland on her historic appointment 
as Canadian finance minister.

“I’m really disappointed in the Ukrainian 
government – in [President Volodymyr] 
Zelenskyy and his team that they have not 
capitalized on her and her ability to open 
doors, because she can open more doors 
for Canada and she can certainly open a lot 
of doors for Ukraine. And they’ve not taken 
advantage of that.”
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on the Maple Leafs’ 2016 ranking of their 
top-100 players of all time.

Key Ukrainians on defense in NHL playoffs

Top minute-munchers in the first playoff 
round for the Colorado Avalanche and New 
York Islanders were Ukrainian defensemen 
Cale Makar and Adam Pelech, respectively. 
Jamie Oleksiak tallied a game-winner for 
Dallas, and Brett Kulak continued his stal-
wart contribution on Montreal’s blue line. 
Jakob Chychrun was an important part of 
the Coyotes’ defense corps, and the Stars 
win when Taylor Fedun joins Oleksiak on 
the Dallas “D.” The St. Louis Blues have no 
hope of repeating as Stanley Cup champs 
without offense and defense from their 
most valuable rearguard, Colton Parayko. 
Throw in an injured Johnny Boychuk hop-
ing to re-join Pelech on the ice with those 
upstart Islanders, and that totals eight 
Ukrainian defensemen vying for the most 
coveted trophy in professional sports as 16 
NHL teams began the competition in 
Toronto and Edmonton. 

A Calder Trophy finalist for the league’s 
top rookie award, Makar plays on 
Colorado’s top defense pairing, gets first-
team power play minutes and has already 
impressed with his pinpoint passing from 
the blue line when not firing his laser shot 
from the point. Pelech took full advantage 
of the four-month layoff due to COVID-19 
to get healthy and return to top defense-
man status for coach Barry Trotz’ Islanders. 
Oleksiak has certainly capitalized on his 
return to Dallas, showing off some hidden 
offensive skills while hammering opposing 
forwards with his big frame and clearing 
the crease with timely zone coverage. Kulak 
joins captain Shea Weber as two irreplace-
able Montreal defenders skating in front of 
netminder Carey Price. 

Cancer claims Dale Hawerchuk

Hall of Famer and Ukrainian hockey leg-
end Dale Hawerchuk passed away at age 57 
after a protracted battle with stomach can-
cer. He was diagnosed in August 2019, 
underwent stomach surgery in January of 
this year, only to have the cancer return in 
June. He had taken a leave of absence from 
his head coaching position with the Ontario 
Hockey League’s Barrie Colts last 
September. The Toronto native was the first 
over-all selection of the Winnipeg Jets in 
1981 and proceeded to score 103 points as 
an 18-year-old, winning the Calder Trophy 
as the league’s rookie of the year. 
Hawerchuk scored 100-plus points in six of 
nine seasons with Winnipeg, netting career 
bests of 53 goals and 130 points in 1984-
1985. In 1990 he was the centerpiece of a 
huge trade, sent to Buffalo with a first-
round pick for three players and a first-
round pick, which became Ukrainian Keith 
Tkachuk. Hawerchuk averaged 1.13 points 

per game in five seasons with Buffalo 
before making stops in St. Louis and 
Philadelphia. Hawerchuk finished with 518 
goals and 891 assists in 16 NHL seasons, 
was a five-time All-Star and was elected to 
the Hall of Fame in 2001.

SOCCER
Shakhtar exits Europa League

Shakhtar Donetsk lost its UEFA Europa 
League semifinal match against Inter Milan 
0-5 on August 17 in Dusseldorf, Germany. 
Inter Milan is set to play against Sevilla 
Spain on August 21 in Cologne, Germany, in 
the final. In the quarterfinal, Shakhtar won 
4-1 against Basel (Switzerland) on August 
11 in Gelsenkirchen, Germany. Junior 
Moraes (second minute), Taison (22nd 
minute), Alan Patrick (75th minute off a 
penalty kick) and Dodo (88th minute) 
scored for Shakhtar, and Basel’s Van 
Wolfswinkel responded with a goal in extra 
time (90+2 minutes). 

BOXING
Lomachenko to fight Lopez in October

Lightweight WBO, WBA and WBC “fran-
chise” champion Vasyl Lomachenko (14-1, 
10 KO) of Ukraine and Teofimo Lopez (15-
0, 12 KO) of the U.S.A., the IBF lightweight 
champion, have signed a contract for a fight 
on October 17 at the MGM Grand in Las 
Vegas. The fight is to be broadcast by ESPN, 
and not on pay-per-view, potentially 
increasing the audience for a fight that will 
be held in an empty arena due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Postol steps into ring with Ramirez

Light welterweight (also known as super 
lightweight) Viktor Postol (31-2, 12 KO) is 
set to fight against Jose Carlos Ramirez (25-
0, 17 KO) of the U.S.A. on August 29 at the 
MGM Grand in Las Vegas. On the line will be 
two world titles – the WBO (world super 
light) and WBC (world super light) belts – 
that are both held by Ramirez. The fight is 
scheduled for 12 rounds. Postol is seventh 
in the world lightweight rankings and 
fourth according to The Ring magazine 
rankings. 

Derevyanchenko seeks WBC title

Middleweight Sergiy Derevyanchenko 
(13-2, 10 KO) is scheduled to fight against 
Jermall Charlo (30-0, 22 KO) of the U.S.A. on 
September 26 at Mohegan Sun Casino in 
Uncasville, Conn. The fight is set for 12 
rounds. Charlo has held the title since April 
2018. 

TENNIS
Svitolina wins first-leg match in Berlin 

The non-WTA exhibition match on July 
17 was forced to a temporary hard court at 
Berlin’s Tempelhof Hangar after rain 
washed out the scheduled final on grass 
courts. Elina Svitolina took advantage of this 
surface change, rallying from a set down for 
the victory over two-time Wimbledon 
champion Petra Kvitova of the Czech 
Republic 3-6, 6-1, 10-5, ending the opening 
leg of the exhibition tournament as the first 
champion. Svitolina defeated Anastasija 
Sevatova of Latvia in the semifinal, 7-6 
(7-2), 6-3. In an immediate rematch, the 
top-seeded Svitolina was next bested by 
Sevatova, 6-1, 6-1, in the second part of the 
exhibition. This was the second time in four 
days the two played against each other.

Svitolina opts out of U.S. Open

The world’s No. 5 ranked player Elina 
Svitolina announced on August 7 that she 
would not participate in the 2020 U.S. 
Open, citing COVID-19 concerns. She stated 
in a Twitter post: “Considering all the 
aspects, I have decided not to play the U.S. 
Open 2020. I want to thank the USTA, orga-
nizers and the WTA for giving the players a 
chance to play and the fans a chance to 
watch this great event. I understand and 
respect all the efforts they are putting to 
make it happen in a safe environment, but I 
still don’t feel comfortable to travel to the 
U.S. without putting my team and myself at 
high risk.”

Yastremska defends deleted blackface photos

Dayana Yastremska deleted photoshoot 
images she shared on social media which 
showed her partially in blackface. She vehe-
mently claimed the photos were misunder-
stood and ultimately defended her decision 
on sharing them. The No. 25 ranked star 
said she “doesn’t consider it as blackface” 
and “had only good intentions.” The four 
deleted photos showed half of her body 
and face black. On July 9 here is what she 
tweeted about her last post: “Earlier today I 
posted pictures that I thought would 
spread a message of equality. It clearly did 
not and has been misunderstood. I have 
been warned about the negative impact, 
but I did not – and still don’t – consider it as 
blackface. I did not intend to caricature, but 
to share my feelings about the current situ-
ation: we should all be treated as equal. I 
am so disappointed that my message has 
been corrupted: these pictures divided 
people when they were meant to unite. 
That’s why I deleted them. I sincerely apol-
ogize to all the people I have offended. I 
truly had only good intentions.” Yastremska 

was the seventh seed at the Palermo 2020 
tournament held in Palermo, Italy, on 
August 1-9. She defeated Sara Sorribes 
Tormo of Spain 6-3, 6-4 and Oceane Dodin 
of France 6-2, 6-4, before losing to Camila 
Giorgi of Italy in the quarterfinal, 6-4, 6-7, 
3-6.

HOCKEY
Four-time Cup winner Eddie Shack dies

Edward Steven Phillip Shack, born 
February 11, 1937, in Sudbury, Ontario, son 
of Ukrainian immigrants Lena and Bill 
Shack, passed away on July 25 in a Toronto 
hospital after battling cancer. Nicknamed 
“The Entertainer,” Shack was a colorful 
character on and off the ice. He carved out a 
1,047 game career over 17 NHL seasons, 
winning four Stanley Cups while with the 
Toronto Maple Leafs in the 1960s. Shack 
totaled 239 goals, 226 assists for 465 
points for six teams, including five 20-goal 
seasons, and scored the Cup-winning goal 
for Toronto in 1963. He accumulated 1,431 
career penalty minutes, playing a wild 
game often beyond the edge of the rule 
book. He was known for his quick lip, large 
beak, bushy mustache and vivacious per-
sonality which he utilized to pitch products 
on television and in print while poking fun 
at himself. Shack struggled in school, and 
worked as a teenage butcher and truck 
driver before making the OHA team in 
Guelph in 1952. He posted a 104-point sea-
son in 1956-1957 in Guelph. He started in 
New York, was traded to Detroit, then 
shipped to Toronto, where he was reborn 
under coach Punch Imlach. He won four 
Stanley Cups in his first seven seasons as a 
Maple Leaf in Toronto, where he was an 
agitator on the ice and sold trash bags, 
razors, soft drinks and tires off the ice. 
Shack’s career took him to Boston, Los 
Angeles, Buffalo and Pittsburgh before he 
returned to Toronto for two final cam-
paigns in 1973-1975. He was voted No. 68 
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Eddie Shack of the Toronto Maple Leafs 
(1957-1975) in a photo from the 1960s. 

Wikipedia

Elina Svitolina (right) and Petra Kvitova of the Czech Republic celebrate after the 
bett1 Aces exhibition tennis tournament in Berlin on July 13-19. 

A tribute to Dale Hawerchuk posted by sportsnet.ca.

tennisworldusa.org
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� e Executive Committee 
of the Ukrainian National Association

and the UNA’s newspapers, 
Svoboda and � e Ukrainian Weekly 

congratulate

Ukraine and all Ukrainians
on the 29th Anniversary 

OF UKRAINE’S INDEPENDENCE
We believe in the unity of the Ukrainian nation

and wish Ukraine harmony, prosperity
and peace in these trying times.

We honor and pray for our heroes and anticipate 
their victory bene� ting our nation, Ukraine.

МНОГАЯ ТА БЛАГАЯ ЛІТА!

� e Executive Committee 
of the Ukrainian National Association

and the UNA’s newspapers, 
Svoboda and � e Ukrainian Weekly, 

Ukraine and all Ukrainians
on the 29th Anniversary 

OF UKRAINE’S INDEPENDENCE

МНОГАЯ ТА БЛАГАЯ ЛІТА!
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by Bohdanna Klecor-Hawryluk

MONTREAL – The French-language edu-
cational version of the documentary film 
“Le Génocide d’une nation,” produced and 
directed by Yurij Luhovy, has been made 
and released on DVD. Narrated by interna-
tional acclaimed actress Geneviève Bujold, 
the 26-minute school version will be an 
important addition to French-language 
resource material for educators in the 
teaching of the Holodomor worldwide. 

The DVD’s June release marked the 10th 
anniversary of the Province of Quebec rec-
ognizing the Holodomor as genocide. On 
June 3, 2010, the Quebec National 
Assembly, in a third and final reading, 
unanimously passed Bill 390, “An Act to 
proclaim Ukrainian Famine as Genocide 
(Holodomor) Memorial Day.” Attending this 
historic event in Quebec City was Ukraine’s 
former Ambassador to Canada Ihor Ostash, 
with members of the Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress (UCC) Montreal Branch and 
Montreal’s Ukrainian community. Quebec 
joins five other provinces recognizing the 
1932-1933 Famine as Genocide; in 2008, 
the Parliament of Canada recognized the 
Holodomor as Genocide. 

The DVD release of the French educa-
tional documentary for schools and general 
public was made possible with the financial 
support of Caisse Populaire Desjardins 
Ukrainienne de Montréal (Kasa). This 
included creating a new DVD cover with 
new graphic design. “I am most grateful to 
Kasa, Mr. Yurko Kulyckyj, Evhen Czolij and 
Kasa members for ensuring the availability 
on DVD,” said Mr. Luhovy.

The Canada Ukraine Foundation made 
the educational version possible. The 
lengthy process of shortening the original 
French-language 75-minute feature docu-
mentary “ Le Génocide d’une nation” to a 
26-minute school version was conceived 
and initiated by Roma Dzerowicz, executive 
director of the Holodomor National 
Awareness Mobile Classroom Bus, a project 
of the Canada Ukraine Foundation (CUF), 

which sponsored the project. Seeing a need 
for French-language material,  Ms. 
Dzerowicz proceeded to make this happen. 

Mr. Luhovy explained that making the 
shorter school version of the documentary 
“required going back to the original 
Ukrainian-language visually time-coded 
elements used for the 75-minute French 
final mix of ‘Le Génocide d’une nation.’ For 
the 26-minute version, one had to keep the 
storyline but condense it in a way without 
affecting the understanding. By selecting 
the essence, you still  explain the 
Holodomor. The original Ukrainian dia-
logue had to be selected which included the 
French male and female voice-over. The 
original sound Fx’s on the 75-minute 
French version had over 180 tracks. A 
humongous task presented itself to keep 
everything in sync.”

“It was also complicated to shorten the 

original music, which consisted of eight 
tracks. In editing out scenes that had over-
lapping music in the original feature length, 
a decision had to be made which of the two 
music is to be eliminated and which one is 
to be kept, creating another dilemma,” he 
continued. “You have to avoid any collision 
of two music scores. A careful selection 
keeps the flow and soul of the film. The 
new shortened version has to look and feel 
seamless.” 

“Throughout the reduction process, 
quarantined in my home-studio, I worked 
closely with Ms. Dzerowicz of CUF, keeping 
her apprised of every step. I was very fortu-
nate to find a lab still open during this 
COVID-19 pandemic to complete the proj-
ect,” he noted. 

This multi-award-winning documentary 
exposes Moscow’s policy of genocide 
against the Ukrainian nation. Mr. Luhovy’s 

film focuses on the 1932-1933 man-made 
famine in Soviet Ukraine engineered by 
Stalin’s regime against the rural population, 
and the accompanied decimation of the 
national elite and destruction of Ukraine’s 
historical past. The all-encompassing scope 
of genocide is captured.

The Holodomor Mobile Classroom 
(HMC) is described as “a state-of-the art 
interactive audio-visual learning center 
geared to high schools, universities and the 
general public.” It travels throughout the 
country to inform Canadians, raising 
awareness about the 1932-1933 Famine. 
The custom built Holodomor mobile bus, 
features a 24-foot high-resolution screen 
with 12 4K TV monitors that span almost 
the entire interior inside wall. Documen-
taries in French, English and Ukrainian are 
shown.

In the fall, the HMC will be visiting 
French-language schools and communities 
in Quebec, including the Abitibi area. The 
over 9 million-strong Francophone popula-
tion of Quebec and Canada is presented 
with much-needed French-language 
resources. 

“We are very pleased the Canada 
Ukraine Foundation will be bringing the 
Holodomor Mobile Classroom bus to the 
rest of Quebec province and [that] the DVD 
is made available. Most of the survivors of 
the Holodomor living in Montreal have 
passed away. Their descendants and the 
community at large continue to ensure one 
of the greatest tragedies of the 20th centu-
ry is never forgotten. Educating future gen-
erations is paramount,” commented 
Mykhailo Shwec, president of Ukrainian 
Canadian Congress Montreal branch/
Quebec Provincial Council.

For additional information about the 
Holodomor Mobile Classroom e-mail 
Holodomor.tour@cufoundation, see the 
Tour website at www.holodomortour.ca or 
call 416-966-9800. To donate or purchase 
copies of the educational version on DVD 
go to www.yluhovy.com or e-mail mmlinc@
hotmail.com.

French-language educational version of “Genocide Revealed” released on DVD

Director Yurij Luhovy holds the proof of the graphic design for “Le Génocide d’une 
nation,” French-language DVD educational release about the Holodomor. 
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ments, state-funded media outlets, proxy 
websites, bots, false social media personas, 
cyber-enabled disinformation operations, 
etc. – and the various tactics these channels 
use. 

The Global Engagement Center (GEC) at 
the U.S. State Department is an iteration of 
previously existing U.S. government inter-
agency coordinating bodies. Its task was 
repurposed in an amendment to the 
National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) 
for Fiscal Year 2017 to “counter foreign state 
and non-state propaganda and disinforma-
tion efforts” that threaten U.S. and allies’ 
national security interests. Spearheading 
those efforts were Sens. Rob Portman 
(R-Ohio), co-chair of the Senate Ukraine 
Caucus, and Chris Murphy (D-Conn.), the 
caucus’s vice-chair, who sought to strength-
en the GEC’s efforts and increase its budget 
to no less than $80 million. 

Three years after its reformation, the 
GEC released its detailed report providing 
narratives and graphics on how Russian 
disinformation is spread, information on 
Russia’s use of proxy profiles in areas 
throughout the world, and an analysis of 
Russian digital media usage. 

Russia’s multi-dimensional use of gov-
ernment, state-funded agencies, and proxy 
websites allow it to reach a broad spectrum 

of audiences. According to the report, this 
multi-use effort provides Russia with an 
unparalleled advantage in spreading its dis-
information tentacles. “First, it allows for 
the introduction of numerous variations of 
the same false narratives,” the GEC report 
notes. “Second, it provides plausible deni-
ability for Kremlin officials when proxy 
sites peddle blatant and dangerous disin-
formation… Third, it creates a media multi-
plier effect among the different pillars of 
the ecosystem that boost their reach and 
resonance.” This methodology reinforces 
Russia’s response to worldwide events and 
policies, even questioning democratic insti-
tutions and their effectiveness. 

A large section of the GEC Russian disin-
formation report is dedicated to a cross-
section of “proxy site profiles” that high-
lights websites and organizations that 
propagate the Kremlin narrative. The 
Russian proxy sites cover a vast array of 
topics to disseminate their messages by 
sharing articles or social media posts 
attributed to known propaganda or disin-
formation. All of the sites highlighted in the 
report share the commonality of being an 
“alternative source of information” whose 
intent is to disseminate the Russian narra-
tive in Western and mainstream society. 

One such site is the Crimean-based out-
let News Front that has reported ties “to 
the Russian security services and Kremlin 
funding… focused on supporting Russian 
proxies in Ukraine.” According to the GEC 

report, News Front is one of the “most bla-
tant Russian disinformation sites.” The 
website was registered by Roskomnadzor, a 
Russian governmental agency that coordi-
nates mass media. New Front claims to 
publish information in nearly a dozen 
major languages and has editorial contribu-
tors from throughout the world. 

Numerous media outlets have described 
News Front as waging an egregious infor-
mation war against Ukraine, while the 
European Union’s EUvsDisinfo project doc-
umented the website’s activity, which 
included false claims such as “…cooperation 
with Europe is a catastrophe for Ukraine. 
Ukraine has become a colony of the IMF 
and George Soros, and its president is a CIA 
puppet. Ukraine cannot control the corona-
virus… Nazis are patrolling Kyiv’s streets.”

The GEC report provides a comprehen-
sive review for seven sites that are used by 
the Russian government and their proxies 
to disseminate propaganda. The sites enu-
merated in the GEC report include: The 
Strategic Culture Foundation, New Eastern 
Outlook, Global Research, News Front, 
SouthFront, Geopolotics.ru and Katehon. 
For each site, the report provides detailed 
information about its scope, topics 
addressed (from Ukraine to the coronavi-
rus, from the Middle East to Western phi-
lanthropists, from European politics to 
election polling and analysis), the number 
of people engaged, languages used, cross-
platform social media attributed to the sites 

and partnering organizations. 
The GEC report also analyzed the seven 

Russian propaganda sites’ usage of digital 
media, in particular Twitter. “From 1 April 
to 30 June 2020,” the report states, “the 
GEC identified 173,000 tweets and 
retweets that include links to these outlets 
[the seven above-mentioned sites].” In par-
ticular, the State Department report notes 
that the Crimean-based News Front Twitter 
and YouTube accounts have all been sus-
pended for violating “Twitter rules… and 
YouTube’s Terms of Service,” though the 
disinformation spread on its website was 
shared by other cross-platform Russian-
proxy accounts. 

Additional statistics provided in the 
report include the top 10 countries that 
retweeted the thousands of tweets in the 
April 1-June 30 time-period: the United 
Kingdom (16 percent), Russia (9 percent), 
Canada (7 percent), Japan (6 percent), 
France (5 percent), Spain (4 percent), Chile 
(4 percent), Venezuela (4 percent), 
Germany (3 percent) and Australia (3 per-
cent). During that three-month period, the 
daily number of tweets from the seven 
Russian disinformation sites averaged 
between 3,000 and 5,000. 

The Global Engagement Center “Pillars 
of Russia’s Disinformation and Propaganda 
Ecosystem” report can be found on the U.S. 
Department of State website at https://
www.state.gov/russias-pillars-of-disinfor-
mation-and-propaganda-report/.

(Continued from page 1)

U.S. government...



15THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY      SUNDAY, AUGUST 23, 2020No. 34

� e Board of Directors 
of the 

Ukrainian Institute of America

extends its greetings 
to Ukrainian people living in Ukraine

and to all Ukrainians dispersed throughout the world 
on the occasion of the

29th Anniversary 
of the 

Independence of Ukraine
We wish them success in their e� orts 

to unite all forces for the purpose of building 
a strong and independent Ukraine.

Ukrainian Institute of America
2 East 79th Street (corner Fifth Avenue) New York City

212-288-8660  www.ukrainianinstitute.org

Michigan
Ukrainian Selfreliance Michigan
Federal Credit Union
26791 Ryan Road
Warren, MI 48091
T: 877. POLTAVA
Branch o�  ces:
Hamtramck, MI
www.usmfcu.org

New Jersey
Nova UA Federal Credit Union
851 Allwood Road
Cli� on, NJ 07012
T: 1-844-7NOVAFCU
Branch o�  ce:
Botany Village; Cli� on, NJ
www.novafcu.com

New York
Self Reliance (NY)
Federal Credit Union
108 Second Avenue
New York, NY 10003
T: 888.SELFREL
Branch o�  ces:
Kerhonkson, NY; Uniondale, NY;
Astoria, NY; Lindenhurst, NY
www.selfrelianceny.org

Pennsylvania – New Jersey
Ukrainian Selfreliance
Federal Credit Union
221 W Street Rd,
Feasterville, PA 19053
T: 888.POLTAVA
Branch o�  ces:
Jenkintown, PA;
Philadelphia, PA; Trenton, NJ
www.ukrfcu.com

Pennsylvania
Ukrainian Selfreliance
of Western Pennsylvania
Federal Credit Unon
95 South Seventh Street
Pittsburgh, PA 15203
T: 412.481.1865
www.samopomich.com

Connecticut-Massachusetts
Ukrainian Selfreliance New England
Federal Credit Union
21 Silas Deane Highway
Wethers� eld, CT 06109
T: 800.405.4714
Branch o�  ces:
West� eld, MA; New Britain, CT
www.usnefcu.com

Illinois – New Jersey – Michigan
Selfreliance Federal Credit Union
2332 West Chicago Ave.
Chicago, IL 60622
T: 888.222.UKR1
Branch o�  ces:
Newark, NJ; Jersey City, NJ;
Whippany, NJ; 
Warren, MI; Hamtramck, MI; 
West Bloom� eld, MI
Palatine, IL; Bloomingdale, IL;
Chicago, IL
www.selfreliance.com

Maryland
Selfreliance Baltimore
Federal Credit Union
2345 Eastern Avenue
Baltimore, MD 21224
T: 410.327.9841
 www.srbfcu.org

New York – Connecticut
SUMA (Yonkers)
Federal Credit Union
125 Corporate Blvd.
Yonkers, NY 10701
T: 888.644.SUMA
Branch o�  ces:
Spring Valley, NY; Stamford, CT;
New Haven, CT
www.sumafcu.org

New York – North Carolina 
– California – Massachusetts – 
Ohio – Oregon – Washington
Ukrainian Federal Credit Union
824 Ridge Road East
Rochester, NY 14621
T: 877.968.7828
Branch o�  ces:
Bu� alo, NY; Amherst, NY; 
Syracuse, NY; Webster, NY; 
Matthews, NC ;  Boston, MA; 
Cleveland, OH; Portland, OR; 
Sacramento, CA; Seattle, WA; 
Vancouver, WA
www.ukrainianfcu.org

New York – New Jersey
Ukrainian National
Federal Credit Union
215 Second Avenue
New York, NY 10003
T: 866.859.5848
Branch o�  ces:
South Bound Brook, NJ
Brooklyn, NY; Perth Amboy, NJ
www.ukrnatfcu.org

Ohio
Cleveland Selfreliance
Federal Credit Union
6108 State Road
Parma, OH 44134
T: 440.884.9111
Branch o�  ces:
North Canton, OH; Lorain, OH
www.clevelandselfreliance.com 

UKRAINIAN NATIONAL CREDIT UNION ASSOCIATION
ЦЕНТРАЛЯ УКРАЇНСЬКИХ КООПЕРАТИВ АМЕРИКИ (ЦУКА)

2315 W. Chicago Ave.,  Chicago, Illinois 60622  •  Tel. 773 489-0050  •  www.uncua.com

On the occasion of the 
29th ANNIVERSARY OF UKRAINIAN INDEPENDENCE

best wishes to all Ukrainians, especially our worldwide Ukrainian cooperative family.
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Museum hours:
Wednesday – Sunday 
11:30 -5:00 

THE UKRAINIAN MUSEUM • УКРАЇНСЬКИЙ МУЗЕЙ
222 East 6th Street, New York, NY 10003 
Т: 212.228.0110 •   info@ukrainianmuseum.org  
www.ukrainianmuseum.org

Години Музею:
від середи до неділі 

11:30 – 5:00

THE IMPACT OF MODERNITY 
Late 19th and Early 20th Centuries 
Ukrainian Art

Major Gift from Dr. Jurij Rybak and 
Anna Ortynskyj

•

 Greetings on the
29th ANNIVERSARY OF 

UKRAINE’S INDEPENDENCE
to members of 

The Ukrainian Museum, to all 
Ukrainian people, and everyone 

who cherishes freedom

The Ukrainian Museum remains 
closed through the COVID-19 
pandemic, but is preparing a 
new exhibition which will open 
this fall. Visitors will also have 
the chance to tour an exhibition 
that celebrates some of Ukraine’s 
greatest artists, The Impact of 
Modernity.

Sign up on our website  for 
UMenews to get eblasts 
featuring artworks from the 
Museum's permanent collection.

www.uabpa.org 

The Ukrainian American Business 
and Professionals Association 

 sends greetings to the Ukrainian people
on the occasion of the

29th Anniversary 
of the 

Independence of Ukraine.

Peace! Health! Prosperity!

Плекатиму силу і тіла, і духа,
Щоб нарід мій вольним, могутнім зростав,

Щоб в думах журливих невольнича туга
Замовкла, а гордо щоб спів наш лунав

В ІМЕНІ ЦІЛОЇ ПЛАСТОВОЇ РОДИНИ АМЕРИКИ 
КРАЙОВА ПЛАСТОВА СТАРШИНА США

вітає 
ВЕСЬ УКРАЇНСЬКИЙ НАРОД 

З НАГОДИ  ДНЯ НЕЗАЛEЖНОСТИ
ВІЛЬНОЇ САМОСТІЙНОЇ І СУВЕРЕННОЇ УКРАЇНИ.

МНОГАЯ  І  БЛАГАЯ  ЛІТА!

СЛАВА  УКРАЇНІ!

Greeting of the
UKRAINIAN AMERICAN BAR ASSOCIATION 

on the occasion of the 
29th Anniversary of Ukraine’s Independence

With deepest respect and sincere pride, the Ukrainian 
American Bar Association salutes the Ukrainian people 
who continue to bravely demonstrate their gargantuan 
moral strength by shedding their blood and sacrifi cing 
their lives to forge a truly free, national, and democratic 
Ukrainian consciousness which is a God-given right of 
every nation.Despite the thunders of war, the Ukrainian 
people’s resolve for freedom will be graced with true 

independence.

Слава Україні! – Героям Слава!
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з 29-ю рiчницею  
Незалежности 

України 

www.UkrNatFCU.org (866) 859-5848

Вітаємо  
Український Народ  
в діаспорі та на рідних землях, 
Президента та Уряд України,  
військових Збройних Сил України і волонтерів,  
ієрархів українських церков та все наше членство

Бажаємо Вам Божої Благодаті,  
миру-добробуту, сил та натхнення  
у розбудові процвітаючої України!
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ztc@earthlink.net

HAPPY 
INDEPENDENCE DAY

UKRAINE!

Greetings to all Ukrainians
in their native land and in the diaspora

Zenia’s Travel Club, LLC
15152 Wildfl ower Way
Philadelphia, PA 19116

215-941-8620 – offi ce
732-730-5792 - fax

   CLEVELAND SELFRELIANCE
  FEDERAL CREDIT UNION

                 „САМОПОМІЧ“

УКРАЇНСЬКА ФЕДЕРАЛЬНА
КРЕДИТОВА КООПЕРАТИВА
„САМОПОМІЧ“ У КЛІВЛЕНДІ

вітає
СВОЇХ ЧЛЕНІВ 

та

ВЕСЬ УКРАЇНСЬКИЙ НАРОД
В УКРАЇНІ І ДІЯСПОРІ

з нагоди

29-ої РІЧНИЦІ
НЕЗАЛЕЖНОСТИ

УКРАЇНИ
608 State Road, Parma, Ohio 44134

Tel.: (440) 884-9111 • Fax: (440) 884-1719
Lorain (440) 277-1901 • Canton (330) 305-0989

vided rhythm to his performance by play-
ing the drums or a tambourine with his 
feet. Marko Farion explained how music is 
arranged for the bandura. Irene Kytasty-
Kuzma commented on a montage of photos 
from past bandura camps. Stephan Zaets 
entertained and instructed with his bandu-
ra performance, and Oleh Mahlay told 
about the celebration of the 100th anniver-
sary of the Ukrainian Bandurist Chorus. 

The virtual campers also participated in 
two direct connections with performers in 
Kyiv. Maryna Krut told of the experience of 
participating in the Eurovision Contest, 
shared her music and answered a volley of 
questions from the audience; bandura vir-
tuoso Taras Yanytsky talked about bandura 
in Ukraine. 

Oksana Fryz, one of the founders and an 
instructor for the past 10 years of Bandura 
at Bobriwka, commented: “It’s also been 
wonderful and heartwarming to see the 
other famous bandura performers, friends 
and students from all over North America 
and Ukraine. Hearing Marina Krut perform 
in an intimate, natural, live, question-and-
answer video session for us was definitely a 
highlight for me. She’s an incredible talent 
with a beautiful voice and mesmerizing 
bandura playing.”

One young participant, who most years 
would fly to camp and therefore had to 
play on a borrowed instrument (taking a 
bandura on a flight is “complicated”), 
explained that it was delightful to actually 
use her own bandura. She also noted that 
“Bandura Hangouts connects people from 

all over the world.”
A young bandura student who was 

scheduled to attend Litnia Zustrich camp for 
the first time said that what she liked a lot 
was meeting other kids who play bandura, 
as well as playing games on Friday and lis-
tening to cool performances. Another Litnia 
Zustrich camper commented that she 
“loved to work with new people and learn 
more difficult songs featuring new and help-
ful techniques, as well as being able to listen 
to professional bandurists.”

A few youngsters who have been attend-
ing the ODUM Bandura Camp (run by the 
Organization of Democratic Ukrainian 
Youth) for five years already said that 
Bandura Hangouts had lots of interesting 
sessions, that meeting other participants 
was fun, and that “the month flew by just as 
it would have at a regular camp.” 

One bandura student commented: “It 
was an incredible opportunity to be a part 
of this, especially since I live so far away.” 

The camp organizers were Mr. Deycha-
kiwsky, Ms. Kytasty-Kuzma, Alina Kuzma, 
Oleksander Petliura, Mykola Mursky, 
Oksana Rodak and Oksana Zelinsky-Shev-
chuk They are all members of one of the 
three major North American bandura 
ensembles: the Canadian Bandurist 
Capella, the Women’s Bandura Ensemble of 
North America and the Ukrainian 
Bandurist Chorus. 

The organizers expressed thanks to all 
the participants for their diligence and 
their enthusiastic participation. Big thanks 
were given also to the financial sponsors of 
this first Bandura Hangouts. 

More information about this successful 
program can be found at  www.
BanduraHangouts.com.

(Continued from page 9)

A summer...

world is so politically divided, a time of 
much hostility and aggression. And in this 
time of anxiety all of Marta’s achievements, 
the hard work of her life and all she did for 
others become particularly clear. Let Marta 
be an example for us, so we are not con-
fused but rather know exactly what to do 
and how to do it.

Contemplating Marta’s life, we under-
stand that we must try to do what we can 
with love towards people. And this will 
surely yield results.

Markian Bilynsky, vice-president, 
U.S.-Ukraine Foundation:

We are in shock. We knew Marta was ill, 
but we could not even imagine that it was 
this serious. Marta was one of those people 
who was always working, she was always 
full of ideas and plans.

We worked with Marta very well. When 
she was working on a project on local com-
munities it was so clear how much respect 
mayors of Ukrainian towns had for her. 
Marta was always very respected by those 
who had the fortune to know her and work 
with her.

Olha Herasymiuk, chair, Ukrainian 
Radio and Television National Council:

What I am categorically not ready for is 
the news that Marta has gone. I have no 
words right now, only an all-encompassing, 
bitter longing that binds me…

From that moment when she arrived in 
the land of her forebears, the land that was 
just starting on its independence path, 
Marta selflessly began to help, and has con-
tinued to do that ever since. All of 
Ukrainian life is connected with her, and 
countless people can speak of how she 
helped…

And my life is tightly connected with 
Marta, from our youth until now, and with-

out her there is a great chasm…
I don’t remember that she ever com-

plained about something, or let people see 
her sadness.

I want to think that she was happy. I will 
miss her.

Larysa Mudrak, media consultant
Oh, Marta, you were one of a kind. I was 

amazed how in the early 1990s Marta orga-
nized the first leadership forums for 
women. This was mutual support – the full 
100 percent. She fascinated and amazed 
others, knowing Ukrainian traditions better 
than people who were born and raised 
here in Ukraine, such as me. She was dedi-
cated to people in a way that they write 
about in poems and novels. In a way that 
you almost never see in real life…

Svitlana Yeremenko, acting director, 
Pylyp Orlyk Democracy Institute:

…Marta had a very special quality, she 
saw people for what they were, she felt 
who they were and she always surrounded 
herself with real people.

Marta knew how to appreciate the 
efforts and achievements of others. She had 
many friends but each one of them felt spe-
cial because of Marta. An encouraging 
word, a pleasant smile, support for those 
who needed it, you could always find this in 
Marta. …

Marta came to Ukraine as a journalist 
before independence. She really devoted 
her life to Ukraine. I say this without any 
hyperbole, because it is true!

She wrote articles, supported reformist 
democratic politicians, educated young 
leaders, encouraged and taught women 
entrepreneurs. She was part of the 2004 
Orange Revolution and the 2013-2014 
Revolution of Dignity.

When Russia’s war against Ukraine 
began, I asked Marta if she would now 
return to the U.S. Marta answered very 
calmly “No, I will stay with Ukraine and 
Ukrainians to the end….”

(Continued from page 5)

Friends reflect...
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УКРАЇНСЬКА ФЕДЕРАЛЬНА КРЕДИТОВА КООПЕРАТИВА 
„САМОПОМІЧ“ Н’Ю ІНҐЛАНД

СКЛАДАЄ НАЙЩИРІШІ ПОБАЖАННЯ

 З НАГОДИ 

ДНЯ НЕЗАЛЕЖНОСТІ УКРАЇНИ

ВСІЙ УКРАЇНСЬКІЙ ГРОМАДІ 
В США ТА УКРАЇНСЬКОМУ НАРОДОВІ 

У ВІЛЬНІЙ УКРАЇНІ

campaign to discredit the Euro-Maidan and 
to at least suggest that its victims should be 
treated as perpetrators.

An open appeal, endorsed by a large 
number of prominent Ukrainian human 
rights, media and other civic organizations, 

is calling on President Zelenskyy to revoke 
this disastrous appointment. They ask him 
to ensure that no further appointments to 
high political posts occur of people who 
have justified and tried to protect the per-
petrators of mass crimes and human rights 
violations and whose leading posts in the 
enforcement bodies under the discredited 
President Yanukovych mean that they epit-
omize that authoritarian regime.

(Continued from page 6)

Top post...

examining it.” He informs them that the 
new ceasefire agreement is “based exclu-
sively on the Russian draft,” which took the 
positions not only of Ukraine and the OSCE 
but also those of “certain areas of the 
Donetsk and Luhansk regions (known by 
the acronym ORDLO) into account.” This is 
because “the German and French Advisors’ 
[draft] ignored the need to take the views 
of all participants in the dialogue on the 
Minsk and Normandy platforms 
into account” (i.e., of Donetsk 
and Luhansk, who hold the sta-
tus of participants in the Minsk 
Contact Group). “Therefore, the 
Contact Group’s decision was 
adopted in practice without the 
parties to the Normandy for-
mat.” This demonstrates that 
“attempts to silently ignore the views and 
proposals of other participants deprive the 
Normandy Diplomatic Advisors’ consulta-
tions of any substantive value.”

Mr. Kozak, therefore suggests to “discon-
tinue the Normandy Diplomatic Advisors’ 
fruitless negotiations.” Furthermore, he 
writes: “I no longer intend to participate in 
this endlessly prolonged spectacle… I pro-
pose to reduce [this group’s] competencies 
exclusively to technical assistance to the 
Normandy countries’ heads of state and 
government.”

Instead of this forum, Mr. Kozak proposes 
that the four countries’ ministers of foreign 
affairs take charge of the “substantive nego-
tiations.” He has already coordinated this 
proposal with Russia’s minister, Sergei 
Lavrov. But the ground rules of the pro-
posed forum would have to be negotiated. It 
should allow input from the Minsk Contact 
Group by inviting, “at least,” the OSCE chair-
manship’s special representative on Ukraine 
(the Contact Group’s moderator) and take 
the views of “all participants” (alluding to 
Donetsk-Luhansk) “into account.”

Mr. Kozak deems such steps necessary 

“in order to avoid the Normandy format’s 
full loss of relevance vis-à-vis the actual sit-
uation that has taken shape in the Minsk 
Contact Group.” The OSCE’s representative 
would supposedly provide a link between 
the Minsk Group (into which Mr. Kozak is 
transferring the real action) and the 
Normandy forum.

The letter abounds in sarcastic com-
ments about Mr. Kozak’s counterparts’ 
“effectiveness,” “wisdom,” “joint work” and 
“experiment” – all in pejorative inverted 
commas; and it chastises this group’s “obvi-
ous incapacity to learn the lessons from the 

already proven, negative practical experi-
ence.”

Beyond the gloating and the gauntlet 
thrown, there are serious implications in 
terms of policy and process to Mr. Kozak’s 
message. First, he proposes, in effect, to 
move the negotiations’ center of gravity into 
the Minsk Contact Group, where Western 
powers are not available to counterbalance 
Russia, while Russia’s ORDLO proxies are 
represented and confronting Ukraine. 
Second, the proposals are designed to infil-
trate ORDLO views into the Normandy for-
mat, not only via Russia but also via the 
OSCE. And third, by transferring the 
Normandy process from the direct jurisdic-
tion of state leaders to the lower level of 
ministers of foreign affairs, Moscow would 
introduce one more hurdle to Normandy 
summits, turning President Zelenskyy into a 
Tantalus to whom the summit’s fruit is per-
petually offered and denied again.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

The Kremlin has broken  
the rules of the Normandy  
forum and Minsk Contact 
Group processes.

(Continued from page 3)

Russian envoy...

want to impose into everyday life on our 
continent and other parts of the world.”

Responding to offers from the EU and 
the Baltic states to act as mediators in pro-
moting political dialogue in Belarus, he 
added: “Do you remember that this ‘either-
or’ logic was used by many officials of the 
EU member states during the Maidans in 
Ukraine in 2004 and 2014. When they are 
talking about mediation now, we hear pro-
posals from Lithuania and Poland, we hear 
someone saying that the OSCE should act 
as a mediator.”

Déjà vu and no surprises. The following 
day President Macron reiterated that he 

agreed with Chancellor Merkel that the 
European Union should stand by protesters 
in Belarus. He added that that the Bela-
rusian people must find a solution them-
selves, but that the EU stands ready to help.

In this situation of anxiety, the implicit 
battle lines over Belarus have been drawn. 
Ukraine has aligned itself with its Western 
partners. It has passed its first test as to the 
coherence of the newly formed political 
association – the Lublin Triangle – in which 
its partners are Lithuania and Poland. 

And Ukraine has also positioned itself 
with Germany and France, the two repre-
sentatives of the European Union who are 
also participants along with Ukraine and 
Russia in the Normandy process for finding 
a peaceful resolution to the Russian war on 
the Donbas.

(Continued from page 3)

Responses...

The Ukrainian Weekly
on Facebook!

www.facebook.com/ 
TheUkrainianWeeklyLike Love
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August 26 Online workshop, “Nature – Inside Out” with Gunjan 
Online Kumar, Ukrainian Institute of Modern Art, 
 ulyana@uima-chicago.org

September 2-7 Labor Day Week, Soyuzivka Heritage Center,
Kerhonkson, NY www.soyuzivka.com

September 12 22nd annual Chicago Plast Golf Classic, Pobratymy
Hoffman Estates, IL  Foundation, Hilldale Golf Course, RSaldan@Comcast.net
 or www.PobratymyFoundation.com 

September 12 37th annual golf tournament, The Meadows Golf and 
Ottawa Country Club, 613-599-5310 or merizok@hotmail.com

September 18-21 All Saints Camp for Adults, Ukrainian Orthodox Church
Online of the U.S.A. – Office of Youth and Young Adult 
 Ministry, www.uocyouth.org

Entries in “Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to events 
advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome submissions 
from all our readers. Items will be published at the discretion of the editors 
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possible active involvement in resolving the 
situation in Belarus create qualitatively 
new threats to both the personal safety of 
citizens and regional security in general. 
The combination of these facts and actions, 
and the development of events in Belarus, 
whose society has expressed a vote of no 
confidence in the official results of the pres-
idential elections in Belarus, radically 
changes the situation in Belarusian and 
Ukrainian relations,” Minister Kuleba said.

“Taking this into account, I decided to 
summon Ambassador of Ukraine to 
Belarus Ihor Kyzym for consultations in 
Kyiv to assess the prospects of Ukrainian-
Belarusian relations in the new reality that 
has developed and to make appropriate 
decisions, taking into account the entire 
range of factors,” Mr. Kuleba said.

He noted that Ukraine’s Foreign Affairs 
Ministry for the first time in its history had 
resorted to such a step in relations with 
Belarus and was doing it solely because of 
the unacceptable actions on the part of 
Minsk. “We will strictly defend our national 
interests. At the same time, the ambassa-
dor’s summons for consultations will in no 
way affect our ability to ensure the rights 
and legitimate interests of Ukrainian citi-
zens in Belarus,” Mr. Kuleba assured the 
public.

The minister pointed out that, due to the 
exacerbation of the security situation in 
Belarus, Ukraine has already recommend-
ed that its citizens refrain from traveling to 
the neighboring country. Those who are 
already in Belarus are advised to avoid 
public events and places of mass gathering. 

The MFA explained that recalling an 
ambassador for consultations in Kyiv is one 
of the forms of diplomatic response used to 
demonstrate dissatisfaction with the policy 
or unfriendly actions of a foreign state. 

Three Ukrainian citizens detained by 
law enforcement officers in Belarus, Yevhen 
Vasyliev, Kostiantyn Reutsky and Oksana 
Alioshyna, have been released and 
returned to Ukraine. “Ukraine always 
returns its citizens,” stated President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy on August 14. He 
added that the three Ukrainians were ille-
gally detained on August 12 in Minsk, 
despite the fact that they had not violated 
the laws of the Republic of Belarus.

The president said that information 
about another Ukrainian in the detention 
facility in the Belarusian city of Brest is 
being verified. “Currently, the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs and our Embassy in Belarus 
are working to find the person,” he said. Mr. 
Zelenskyy commented that he hopes the 
problematic situation in Belarus will be 
resolved through dialogue between the 
current government and society.

“The situation in Belarus is difficult now. 
We understand that it is necessary to han-
dle this situation only through a dialogue. 
Many people have been detained. There are 
already thousands of them. Of course, we 
all expect that the government will still find 
a way to meet the demands of the people 
who chose this government and all the peo-
ple will be released,” Mr. Zelenskyy said.

Many activists and observers see paral-
lels between the Belarusian protests and 

Ukraine’s Revolution of Dignity. 
“Recent events in Belarus revived my 

memories of the Maidan in Ukraine and 
how important for us was every bit of 
international support we could get,” said 
Olha Ruda, an activist attending the protest 
in front of the Embassy of Belarus on 
August 13. “Therefore, coming to the 
Embassy to manifest my position was 
about showing to the people of our neigh-
boring country that they have support here 
– my support and the support of other peo-
ple who showed up that day. Such support 
in the best-case scenario should be trans-
formed into an appropriate reaction by 
Ukrainian officials to the Belarus protests.”

“But besides that, it is also about boost-
ing the morale of those fighting for free-
dom. After all, the spirit and faith are what 
keeps people of Belarus going until the 
end,” Ms. Ruda observed.

For the past week, Kyiv has been filled 
with white-red-white flags, the colors of the 
historic national flag of Belarus, which was 
replaced by President Lukashenka with an 
updated version of the flag of the 
Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic. The 
Belarusian Democratic Republic used the 
white-red-white version in 1918 before 
Belarus became a Soviet republic. Since 1995, 
this flag has been banned, and it has become 
a symbol of opposition to the Lukashenka 
regime. In support of the Belarusian people’s 
protests, residents of many Ukrainian cities 
have flown the historic flag on squares, 
monuments and official buildings.

“Interstate relations are, first of all, the 
accuracy and balance of public statements. 
No matter what emotional state you are in 
today, relations between neighbors will be 
tomorrow, the day after tomorrow,” reads 
the statement released on August 16 on the 
Presidential Office website. “However, 
today it was practically officially announced 
in Minsk that the Ukrainian leadership 
allegedly ‘orders’ new elections in Belarus. 
This is not just a patently false claim. This is 
deliberately mounting tension, conscious 
provocative behavior. For what? Or even 
not in this way: what does Ukraine have to 
do with it if the events relate exclusively to 
Belarus and internal mistrust?” 

“The only thing worth saying to the 
Belarusian state is to respect the right of its 
fellow citizens to life, health, and freedom, 
and political maturity... Not only the future 
of Belarus, but also the future of many peo-
ple, with any politicians, will depend on 
this,” the statement underscored.

On August 17, President Zelenskyy held 
a closed-door meeting with heads of intelli-
gence services and law enforcement agen-
cies, and leaders of several oblast state 
administrations concerning the escalation 
of the situation in Belarus. He noted that 
events in Belarus could significantly affect 
Ukraine.

According to the Presidential Office, the 
parties analyzed the domestic political situ-
ation in Belarus and numerous external 
factors that could influence the develop-
ment of post-election events. The parties 
also assessed all possible scenarios of the 
current political upheaval in Belarus, 
including various types of escalation in 
view of so-called hybrid types of conflict. In 
addition, the parties analyzed the direct 
risks to Ukraine that could arise due to the 
ongoing unrest in Belarus.

(Continued from page 1)
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istry plays – according to Foreign Affairs 
Minister Dmytro Kuleba – merely a sup-
porting role (Glavkom, July 31).

It was the Yermak-Kozak direct channel 
that resulted in Ukraine’s signing the 
Steinmeier formula (see EDM, October 3, 
2019) and the quasi-recognition of the 
Donetsk-Luhansk armed formations in the 
recent, enhanced ceasefire agreement (see 
EDM, July 29, 30, August 5, 6, 2020). Mr. 
Kravchuk’s predecessor as nominal delega-
tion chief, Mr. Kuchma, had to sign on the 
dotted line in both cases. It remains to be 
seen how Mr. Kravchuk would respond in 
similar situations.

In that light, Mr. Yermak’s latest claim 
that the Ukrainian side “has seized the ini-
tiative in the negotiations” and even “domi-
nates the negotiations” (Ukrinform, July 
30) is misleading. Alluding as he does to 
the Reznikov-generated public brainstorms 
and the stream of new appointments to the 
Minsk delegation, Mr. Yermak is kicking up 
dust to conceal the actual direction of those 
negotiations: toward conflict-conservation 
on the Transnistria model.

According to Messrs. Zelenskyy and 
Yermak, when announcing these appoint-
ments (Ukrinform, July 30, 31; Liga.net, 
August 4; Ukrinform, August 6), Messrs. 
Kravchuk and Fokin are well-known, credi-
ble and respected figures “on the other 
side” (euphemistic reference to the 
Russian-controlled territory) and can 
engage in a dialogue on that basis. But this 
belief, or claim, looks highly implausible. 
The last time Mr. Kravchuk’s standing was 
tested in that territory was in the 1994 
presidential election, when Mr. Kravchuk 
lost the Donetsk and Luhansk oblasts by a 
landslide (to Mr. Kuchma, who won the 
presidency as the candidate of Ukraine’s 
east). Mr. Kravchuk, a native of Ukraine’s 
west (Rivne Oblast), has no known ties to 
Donetsk or Luhansk. 

For his part, Mr. Fokin (a native of 
Zaporizhia Oblast) worked as a mining 
engineer in Luhansk Oblast from 1954 to 
1971, after which he moved to Kyiv for 
good. He headed a Luhansk fraternal asso-
ciation in the Ukrainian capital for a while, 
but the fraternity’s leadership changed sev-
eral times since then, and the current fra-
ternity leader (Vadym Goran) is one of Mr. 
Reznikov’s civil-society appointees to the 
Minsk Contact Group delegation.

Mr. Kravchuk has laid out his views and 
tentative proposals in a stream of media 

interviews (Ukrayinska Pravda, RBK 
Ukrayi na, July 30; Ukrayina 24 TV, 
Suspilniy, July 31, August 1; Vesti, August 3; 
112 Ukrayina, August 4; Obozrevatel, 
August 8, 10; Radio Svoboda, August 10), 
and he has even given a video-interview to 
Olga Skabeyeva’s vituperative anti-Ukraini-
an show on Russia One TV (the studio audi-
ence predictably shouted Mr. Kravchuk 
down during the show).

Mr. Kravchuk’s proposals are all condi-
tional on the ceasefire holding indefinitely. 
He would consent to a “special administra-
tive status” for the now-occupied territory. 
This status would be clearly below the polit-
ical-constitutional special status stipulated 
in the Minsk “agreements,” which would 
imply quasi-statehood, but well above the 
ordinary status of all of Ukraine’s oblasts. 
Mr. Kravchuk fully shares President 
Zelenskyy’s declared position that local 
elections in the now-occupied territory can 
only be held after the withdrawal of Russian 
forces, disbandment of local forces and res-
toration of Ukrainian sovereignty, including 
control of the Ukraine-Russia border. Mr. 
Kravchuk advocates for a free economic 
zone, backed by an international recon-
struction fund, to be created in the Donetsk 
and Luhansk oblasts. He does not yet clarify 
whether this zone would cover the now-
occupied territory (presumably after its de-
occupation) or the whole area of Ukraine’s 
pre-2014 Donetsk and Luhansk oblasts; or 
whether it would be designed to benefit 
local business, Ukrainian tycoons, or inter-
national investors. Mr. Kravchuk offers to 
draw on his own experience in setting up 
“free economic zones” in the Donetsk, 
Luhansk and Dnipropetrovsk oblasts during 
his presidency in 1991-1994. Those experi-
ments were a complete failure, however 
(Ukr inform, August 5; Censor.net, August 8).

Mr. Fokin, for his part, proposes to open 
a direct dialogue with selected interlocu-
tors in Donetsk and Luhansk in a first 
phase, and bring Mr. Kravchuk (as delega-
tion chief) along into that dialogue in a fol-
low-up phase. Those potential interlocu-
tors remain unidentified for now (Gordon, 
August 3; Radio Svoboda, August 5).

All in all, the Kravchuk and Fokin 
appointments add to the image of dilettan-
tism and improvisation in the Zelenskyy 
administration, even as the real negotia-
tions proceed backstage in the Yermak-
Kozak channel to Ukraine’s detriment.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 2)
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claimed Mr. Bellant. A similar hit piece by 
Joe Conason appeared in The Village Voice. 
The New York Times and the Washington 
Post reviewed the stories. The RNC allowed 
the RHGC to fade. 

Ukrainian Democrats were strong in 

2016 and are even more so in 2020. They 
appear to be zealous and organized. It’s 
time for Ukrainian Republicans to be heard. 
Good luck to both parties.

Ukrainian Americans love Ukraine, but 
they love the United States, the nation that 
provided a safe haven for their parents and 
grandparents, far more. Our people are 
bright, well-read and politically savvy. I’m 
confident they will do the right thing in 2020. 

(Continued from page 7)

Wow! Very impressive!
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