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The Ukrainian Weekly

Below is the full text of President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy’s speech on the occa
sion of Ukraine’s Independence Day, August 
24. The text was posted on the official web
site of the president of Ukraine (https://
www.president.gov.ua/).

Fellow citizens of Ukraine!
A year ago, I talked about how every 

morning of mine starts with a text message 
from the General Staff of Ukraine. SMS 
about the number of wounded and dead 
over the past day on the frontline. The 
numbers may be different, but only one 
message makes the morning good: zero 
wounded, zero dead.

Today is the 29th day in a row when the 
morning is really good for me and the 
whole of Ukraine. Yes, we face many new 
challenges. But today is 29 days with no 
combat losses in the east of Ukraine.

Twenty-nine days during which 
Ukrainian cities and villages have not bur-
ied their heroes. Twenty-nine days during 
which moms haven’t cried. Twenty-nine 
days during which wives and children hear 
on the phone: “I kiss you, my love. I’ll be 
home soon.”

Recently, while in the east, I asked the 
locals if they had heard the news that we 
had agreed on “silence” [a ceasefire]. They 
replied: “We do not hear the news. We hear 
silence.”

And today, on the 29th day of the truce, 
on the 29th anniversary of Ukraine’s inde-
pendence, we all ask God for only one 
thing: let the days of silence become 
months. Months – years. Years – centuries, 
and then millennia. Peace, harmony and 
prosperity for the Ukrainian land.

And we believe that this will definitely 
happen, because we send requests to Heaven 
from this very landmark, St. Sophia Square.

Here Yaroslav the Wise defeated the 
Pechenegs. Community meetings were held 
here and all important decisions were 
made. Here Hetman Khmelnytsky was con-
gratulated on his victory, here the “Akt 
Zluky” and the unity of Ukraine were pro-
claimed. Here, in 1943, the expulsion of the 
Nazis from Kyiv was celebrated. And in 
August 1991, the people’s council in support 
of independence was held here. And today, 
returning to the traditions of our ancestors, 
it is here that we celebrate the 29th anni-
versary of Ukraine’s independence.

This is a day when 65 million Ukrainians 
on the planet have a big holiday. The birth-
day of our mother, independent Ukraine.

What gift would our mother Ukraine 
like to receive from us?

I think the main thing for every mother 
is the happiness of children. First of all, chil-

dren should be healthy. Today we are doing 
everything possible to overcome the coro-
navirus in Ukraine. We are provided with 
everything we need, we have established 
our own production, we are renovating hos-
pitals and laboratories, and the most impor-
tant thing we have is Ukrainian doctors.

They bravely fight the disease, they are 
our magicians and superheroes. And we 
must treat our doctors in the same way, be 
responsible, follow safety rules. And then 
the day will surely come when a joyful text 
message from the General Staff will be fol-
lowed by a no less joyful message from the 
minister of health: For the past 24 hours, 
the number of patients in Ukraine is zero; 
the number of dead is zero.

I believe that we will overcome the virus 
and will be “infected” only by football in the 
stadiums, music at concerts and travels all 
over our wonderful country.

I also think every mother wants her chil-
dren not to quarrel.

So, maybe children should stop compet-
ing about who loves their mother more and 
more correctly? Ukraine dreams of us 
being united and cohesive. And we can def-
initely make such a gift to it. We must 
remember that, regardless of language, 
religion, nationality, we are brothers and 
sisters. We are all children of Ukraine. And 

(Continued on page 4)

by Roman Tymotsko

KYIV – Ukraine celebrated the 29th 
anniversary of the re-establishment of its 
independence on August 24 with an 
address to the nation by the president, fes-
tive events on St. Sophia Square and the 
unofficial March of Defenders of Ukraine.

As Ukraine geared up for the festivities, 
the COVID-19 situation in the country was 

Ukraine celebrates 29th anniversary
of re-establishment of independence

(Continued on page 3)

During official events on the occasion of Ukraine’s Independence Day, August 24, at 
St. Sophia Square in Kyiv.
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President Zelenskyy’s speech 
on Ukraine’s Independence Day

worsening. The number of coronavirus 
cases had been setting records almost 
every day, and Ukraine ranked third in 
Europe in terms of the number of newly 
infected people. Nonetheless, the main dif-
ference between the 2020 celebrations and 
previous years’ Independence Days was 
the occasional mask regime, which is 
impossible to enforce in large crowds.

As always, the celebrations began on the 
eve of Independence Day, which is also a 
holiday, Ukrainian National Flag Day. For 
the occasion, the Kyiv City Administration 
constructed a new memorial that features 
the largest flag in Ukraine. The height of the 
flagpole is about 90 meters, and the size of 
the flag itself is 16 by 24 meters. Kyiv 
Mayor Vitaly Klitschko said that the memo-
rial was built with funds donated by pri-
vate patrons.

On August 24, the official festive events 
dedicated to the Independence Day took 
place on St. Sophia Square in Kyiv. 

“A year ago, I talked about how my every 
morning starts with a text message from 
the General Staff of Ukraine,” President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy began his speech. 
“SMS about the number of wounded and 
dead over the last day on the frontline. The 
numbers may be different, but only one 
message makes the morning good: zero 
wounded, zero dead. Today is the 29th day 
in a row when the morning is perfect for 
me and Ukraine. Yes, we face many new 
challenges. But today is 29 days with no 
combat losses in the east of Ukraine.”

“And today, on the 29th day of the truce, 
on the 29th anniversary of Ukraine’s inde-
pendence, we all ask God for only one thing: 

Diaspora organizations condemn desecration
of statue at Holodomor memorial in Kyiv

August 22, just two days before 
Ukraine’s Independence Day celebra-
tions, the statue “Bitter Memory of 
Childhood” at the Holodomor memorial 
complex in Kyiv was desecrated. The 
statue of a young starving girl holding 
several stalks of grain is an international-
ly recognized symbol for one of the most 
tragic pages in Ukraine’s history: the 
genocidal famine engineered by Soviet 
dictator Joseph Stalin that killed millions 
of people on Ukrainian territory.

The general director of the National 
Museum of the Holodomor Genocide, 
Olesia Stasiuk, was quoted by the BBC as 
saying that sometime during the might of 
August 21-22, three unknown persons 
torn the statue off its pedestal. “Thank 
God, the statue itself was not damaged, 
because they could not lift it, it was too 
heavy.”

(Continued on page 9)

Close-up of the statue “Bitter Memory 
of Childhood,” which is part of the 
Holodomor memorial complex in 

Kyiv.

Ukrainian World Congress
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Biegun reasserts U.S. support for Kyiv

United States Deputy Secretary of State 
Stephen Biegun, during a meeting with 
Ukrainian Prime Minister Denys Shmyhal 
in Kyiv, assured that the United States sup-
ports the Ukrainian government’s efforts to 
implement reforms. “In a meeting with 
Prime Minister Shmyhal, Deputy Secretary 
Biegun reiterated U.S. support for the 
Ukrainian government’s efforts to imple-
ment reforms that strengthen its democrat-
ic institutions, improve the investment cli-
mate and ensure Ukraine can fulfill its 
Euro-Atlantic aspirations,” the Embassy 
said in a statement on its Facebook page on 
August 27. It also said that the United 
States is deeply committed to reinforcing 
Ukraine’s continued progress on reforms to 
further integrate into Europe, including via 
cooperation with international partners to 
strengthen its judicial, regulatory and 
financial institutions. Meanwhile, Ukrainian 
Foreign Affairs Minister Dmytro Kuleba and 
Deputy Secretary Biegun discussed the 
development of the strategic partnership 
between Ukraine and the United States, as 
well as the situation in Belarus, the 
Ukrainian Foreign Affairs Ministry said. “I 
am glad to welcome U.S. Deputy Secretary 
of State Stephen Biegun to Kyiv. We dis-
cussed in detail the further development of 
the strategic partnership between Ukraine 
and the United States in the areas of securi-
ty, energy, reforms, trade and investment, 
and exchanged views on the situation in 
Belarus,” Minister Kuleba wrote on Twitter. 
(Interfax-Ukraine)

About  Biegun’s meetings in Vilnius

During his August 24 visit to Vilnius, 
Lithuania, U.S. Deputy Secretary of State 
Stephen E. Biegun met with Foreign Affairs 
Minister Linas Linkevicius, Defense Minister 
Raimundas Karoblis and other officials to 
discuss the situation in Belarus, countering 
threats posed by Russia and the People’s 
Republic of China, and the promotion of 
human rights and democracy. According to 
the State Department, the deputy secretary 
reaffirmed the long-standing U.S.-Lithuania 
friendship and the two nations’ shared com-
mitment to security, economic and global 
interests. Deputy Secretary Biegun also met 

with Belarusian opposition leader Svyatlana 
Tsikhanou skaya to discuss the situation in 
Belarus and how civil society can strength-
en democracy and human rights in the 
country. Mr. Biegun affirmed the U.S. com-
mitment to Belarus’s sovereignty and terri-
torial integrity, and to the sovereign right of 
its people to elect their own leaders and 
determine their own future. (U.S. 
Department of State)

Zelenskyy comments on election in Belarus

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelens-
kyy said on August 23 that, if he were in 
Belarusian President Alyaksandr Luka-
shen ka’s place, he would call fresh elections 
in one month with international observers 
present. “Let’s imagine that I am confident 
about myself, I am confident in the people’s 
vote, that I am a confident person. How can 
I calm everyone down?” Mr. Zelenskyy said. 
“I would definitely say: ‘In one month there 
will be a new vote. And I am running for the 
new election. Whoever wants to run – go 
ahead.’ ” He added that he would invite in 
“all international observers.” Euronews 
released excerpts of the interview on 
August 23 ahead of the broadcast of the full 
interview on August 25. The Ukrainian 
leader’s remarks came after the European 
Union and other Western countries said 
they did not recognize the result of the 
August 9 presidential election giving Mr. 
Lukashenka 80 percent of the vote. Svyat-
lana Tsikhanouskaya, the main opposition 
candidate, has claimed that she was the 
true winner. She has since departed for 
Lithuania, saying she fears for her safety, 
amid mass protests in Minsk and other cit-
ies. Mr. Zelenskyy said any candidate 
should be allowed to run in a repeat elec-
tion. “I’d tell the people of Belarus: ‘Please, 
elect whoever you want,’ ” he said. “And 
after that result, there would be no more 
questions. I’m convinced of that.” It would 
be a way to avoid bloodshed, he said and 
would “be fair and would make history.” 
(RFE/RL, based on reporting by Euronews)

Iran: Airliner was hit by two missiles 

Iran says analysis from the black boxes 
of a downed Ukrainian passenger plane 

(Continued on page 14)

 ANALYSIS

by Vladimir Socor
Eurasia Daily Monitor

Open-source evidence makes it possible 
to trace the steps that led Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy and his 
chief of staff, Andriy Yermak, to quasi-rec-
ognize the Donetsk and Luhansk “armed 
formations” in a signed agreement at the 
political level (see Eurasia Daily Monitor, 
July 29, 30, August 5). While the agree-
ment’s full text has been released by all sig-
natory parties, the page reserved for the 
signatures has only been revealed by the 
Luhansk authorities (Lug-info.com, July 
22). The scanned page shows the names of 
the Russian and Ukrainian plenipotentia-
ries, Boris Gryzlov and Leonid Kuchma; the 
Donetsk and Luhansk “plenipotentiaries,” 
Natalya Nikonorova and Vladislav Deynego 
(self-styled “foreign affairs ministers”); and 
the Organization for Security and Coopera-
tion in Europe (OSCE) chairmanship’s rep-
resentative, Heidi Grau. 

The full cast of signatory parties is 
known in expert circles, but the Ukrainian 
presidential office has kept silent over it for 
fear of political embarrassment, such as it 
experienced with the signing of the Stein-
meier formula and the Kyiv-Donetsk/
Luhansk “consultative council” (October 
2019 and March 2020, respectively).

While the signing of the Steinmeier for-
mula raised the signatures of Donetsk-
Luhansk for the first time to equivalence 
with Ukraine’s signature on a negotiated 
document (moreover, an internationally 
accepted one), Moscow‘s consultative 
council project would have positioned Kyiv 
and Donetsk-Luhansk as parties to direct 
negotiations and Russia as a moderator. 
Once this project leaked and fell to a 
Ukrainian public backlash, its author, 
Russia’s presidential envoy Dmitry Kozak, 
came up with another proposal to establish 
equivalence of status between Kyiv and 
Donetsk-Luhansk – this time in the military 
sphere. This would-be a ceasefire agree-
ment, covered by a political agreement, 
between Kyiv and Donetsk-Luhansk as 
equal parties to the ceasefire (and, hence, 
to an inner-Ukrainian conflict) while cast-
ing Russia as an uninvolved bystander.

Mr. Kozak’s counterpart in the aborted 
consultative council project, Mr. Yermak, 
played along in this latest case also (as he 
had with Mr. Kozak’s predecessor, Vladislav 
Surkov, on the Steinmeier formula), and 
from similar considerations. These include: 
meeting the pre-conditions for Mr. Zelens-
kyy to mount the stage of “Normandy” sum-
mits with the Russian, German and French 
leaders; delivering on Mr. Zelens kyy’s 
pledges to bring peace (“stop the shooting”) 
in short order; inducing the Kremlin to 
relent on prisoner exchanges; and, this time 
around, shoring up the presidential Servant 
of the People party in the country-wide 
local elections in October. Such short-term 
considerations seriously undermine Mr. 
Zelenskyy’s longer-term, declared (and 
probably genuine) objective to regain the 
Russian-controlled territories for Ukraine. 

The Kremlin exploits all those pressure 
points to extract concessions from 
Ukraine’s Presidential Office, the most con-
cession-prone among Kyiv’s institutions 
involved in these negotiations. The Kremlin 
is far more uncomfortable with Ukraine’s 
Foreign Affairs Ministry or with Deputy 
Prime Minister Oleksiy Reznikov than with 
Mr. Zelenskyy, let alone Mr. Yermak. This is 
not to say that Messrs. Zelenskyy and 

Yermak are yielding willingly or readily. 
The open-source record shows that the 
Kremlin does need to apply some pressure 
in the negotiations.

Meeting on July 3-4 in Berlin, the diplo-
matic advisors to the Normandy heads of 
state and government agreed on recom-
mending to the Minsk Contact Group to dis-
cuss additional ceasefire-strengthening 
measures in the near future. However, the 
French and German negotiators disagreed 
with Mr. Kozak’s draft document on a 
ceasefire agreement and countered with 
their own. The drafts remained to be recon-
ciled at some later time (but were not).

Apart from this issue, Mr. Kozak viru-
lently attacked the political positions of the 
Ukrainian delegation in the Minsk Contact 
Group’s political working group, with Mr. 
Reznikov as his main target. Dismissing Mr. 
Zelenskyy’s wish for a summit as some-
thing “far, far too early to discuss,” Mr. 
Kozak unilaterally declared a “pause” in the 
Normandy negotiation process, pending 
“clarifications to Ukraine’s positions” 
(TASS, July 3-4; Ukrinform, July 4, 6; see 
EDM, July 9). This turned out to be the har-
binger of Mr. Kozak’s July 27 termination 
notice to this forum and his move to shift 
the action on the new ceasefire from the 
Normandy forum to the Minsk Contact 
Group, where Russia is stronger and 
Ukraine weaker (see EDM, August 5).

On July 8, in the Minsk Contact Group’s 
video-session, Moscow’s and Donetsk-
Luhansk’s delegations called for an agree-
ment on ceasefire measures to be negotiat-
ed and signed directly between Kyiv and 
Donetsk-Luhansk, within the security 
working group, by a July 22 deadline, based 
on Mr. Kozak’s draft. The OSCE’s moderator, 
Ms. Grau, turned this proposal down, pend-
ing the receipt of commonly agreed guide-
lines from the Normandy Four diplomatic 
advisers. (TASS, July 8; Ukrayinska Pravda, 
July 10; Donetskoye Agentstvo Novostey, 
July 14).

In the political working group, the 
Ukrainians duly presented the draft law to 
incorporate the Steinmeier formula into 
Donetsk-Luhansk’s “special status” (as per 
the October 2019 Zelenskyy-Yermak cave-
in to Moscow). But the Ukrainians prevari-
cated on other political and constitutional 
issues that Moscow wants Kyiv to discuss 
directly with Donetsk-Luhansk (Ukrinform, 
July 9, 10).

PART II

On July 9 and 10, in two statements of 
unusual length and vehemence, Russia’s 
envoy to the talks, Mr. Kozak, charged that 
Ukraine was refusing to present a draft 
“special status” for discussion with 
Donetsk-Luhansk, as well as draft constitu-
tional legislation on Ukraine’s overall 
decentralization that would incorporate 
that “special status.” Mr. Kozak further com-
plained that the collapse of the consultative 
council in March had been a “watershed” in 
the negotiations and overall in relations; 
and he expressed sympathy for his Kyiv 
partners who had faced a backlash on that 
project (meaning Mr. Yermak without nam-
ing him). Mr. Kozak rejected Ukraine’s “red 
lines” as violations of the Minsk agree-
ments. For all these reasons, there was “no 
basis for a Normandy summit in the fore-
seeable future.” He demanded that 
President Zelenskyy disavow Deputy Prime 
Minister Reznikov’s and Foreign Affairs 

Quasi-recognition of armed formations
of Donetsk-Luhansk: A play-by-play account
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let the days of silence become months. 
Months - years. Years - centuries, and then 
millennia. Peace, harmony, and prosperity 
for the Ukrainian land. And we believe that 
this will definitely happen because we send 
requests to Heaven from this very land-
mark, St. Sophia Square,” said the president. 

President Zelenskyy and his wife, Olena, 
also honored the memory of the Heroes of 
the Heavenly Hundred and warriors who 
died defending the sovereignty and territo-
rial integrity of the state. After that, the 
presidential couple, together with veterans 
and members of the families of fallen war-
riors, laid flowers at the Wall of Remem-
brance near St. Michael’s Golden-Domed 
Cathedral. 

Next on the agenda was the “Prayer for 
Peace and Blessing of Ukraine,” during 
which Church leaders thanked the Lord for 
an independent Ukraine. The service was 
held in the courtyard of St. Sophia Sobor. 

After traditional ceremonies and the 
presentation of state awards, the most con-
troversial part of the 2020 celebrations 
took place: a musical performance that 
strove to combine the 42 most notable 
Ukrainian songs of the last 29 years. 
Excerpts from the songs were performed 
by several Ukrainian singers, including 
Jamala, Oleksandr Ponomariov, Nina Matvi-
enko, Taras Topolya, Potap, Oleh Vynnyk, 
Monatik, Iryna Bilyk, Ruslana, Tina Karol, 
Natalia Mohylevska and others. 

The choice of some performers also 
caused controversy. Iryna Bilyk, Potap, 
Nata lia Mohylevska, Oleh Vynnyk and Olya 
Polya kova are notorious for no position or 
an unclear position about the Revolution of 
Dignity and Russian aggression against 
Ukraine. Ms. Bilyk and Ms. Mohylevska had 
in the past taken part in promotional con-
certs in support of Viktor Yanu kovych. Mr. 
Vynnyk recently said, “it’s not time to say 
whose Crimea is.”

Observers pointed out several other rea-
sons for criticism. First of all, some songs 
were in Russian, which many consider to be 
inappropriate for Ukrainian Independ ence 
Day. Catchy pop songs, especially in the 
aggressor’s language, critics say, go against 
the spirit of a holiday attended by war vet-
erans. The distaste prompted by the choice 
of language was compounded by the vulgar 
costumes worn by some performers. 

Moreover, after the show, the bands 
Okean Elzy, Boombox and Tartak stated 
that the celebration’s organizers did not ask 
for permission to use their songs in the per-
formance. The song “Vakhteram” by the 
group Boombox was performed by Vremya 

i Stekl”, and “Tam De Nas Nema” by Okean 
Elzy was performed by a choir and Verka 
Serdyuchka. Tartak’s songs “Ponad 
Khmaramy” and “Ni, Ya Ne Tu Kokhav” 
were performed by Nina Matvienko and 
Potap with Pavlo Zibrov, respectively. 

A year ago, President Zelenskyy decided 
to cancel the traditional parade on the 
Khre shcha tyk. As a result, veterans and vol-
unteers organized an alternative march on 
Kyiv’s main boulevard. This year’s second 
annual March of Defend ers of Ukraine was 
attended by thousands of people.

“It was very important for me to be a 
part of the veterans’ march in Kyiv,” said 
Natalie-Helen Dunai, who attended the 
march. “I have come here from Lviv to pay 
respect to veterans and volunteers, and to 
support them. Ukrainians should cherish 
the freedom and the peaceful sky they have 
thanks to veterans.”

“Independence Day to me is a celebra-
tion of solidarity among Ukrainians, mutual 
understanding and respect, because only 
with respect and solidarity, can we over-
come the challenges our country is encoun-
tering, and win the war,” she added.

“This year’s Independence Day was both 
happy and sad for me,” commented Ms. 
Dunai. “It was very nice to see all the people 
who came to the march from all over the 
country, and to feel the strong spirit of soli-
darity and respect. However, the war is still 
going on, and the state did not take any part 
in the march’s organization, which is very 
upsetting.”

Greetings from world leaders

On August 24, Ukrainians received many 
messages of congratulations from the 
world leaders. In his message to the people 
of Ukraine, U.S. President Donald Trump 
underscored the challenges facing Ukraine 

and the world this year, noting the impor-
tance of the Ukrainian authorities’ peace 
initiatives and confrontation with the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

“I am proud the United States has pro-
vided more than $41 million in assistance 
to Ukraine to combat the virus and its eco-
nomic impact. This Independence Day is 
also an important celebration as Ukraine 
bravely continues to push back against 
ongoing Russian aggression. I applaud your 
efforts to bring a peaceful end to the 
Russia-led conflict in eastern Ukraine,” 
President Trump said. 

He also noted that the United States will 
unwaveringly support Ukraine’s sovereign-
ty and territorial integrity until it regains its 
entire territory, including Crimea.

Pope Francis conveyed to the president 
of Ukraine and all of Ukraine’s citizens his 
wishes of peace and prosperity. “At this time, 
as you celebrate the country’s Independ-
ence Day in the wake of the epidemic crisis 
caused by the COVID-19 pandemic, I assure 
you and your citizens of my prayer and 
closeness, so that you build a stable and 
united state in a spirit of unity, solidarity 
and dialogue. So that every Ukrainian can 
live in peace, prosperity, security and fellow-
ship. May the Lord bless you and all the peo-
ple of your country,” the pontiff’s letter read.

Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau 
congratulated the Ukrainian community in 
Canada and Ukrainians around the world 
on Ukraine’s Independence Day. Mr. 
Trudeau proudly pointed out that over 1.3 
million Canadians of Ukrainian descent call 
Ukraine their homeland. 

Leaders of the United Kingdom, France, 
Germany, Switzerland, Poland, Israel, 
Lithuania, Azerbaijan, China and other 
countries also congratulated Ukraine on 
the 29th anniversary of Independence.

An online celebration

Ukraine’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
organized an online celebration of  
Independ ence Day. “As we are unable to 
invite you to a physical event this year, we 
hereby wish to invite you to join us in a dig-
ital celebration,” the ministry wrote on 
Facebook. “During our online event, we’ll 
show you the best of Ukraine. Traditions 
and innovations, nature and urban life, 
secrets of the Ukrainian cuisine, greetings 
from all over the world and the real online 
party! We want to show you our true 
Ukrainian hospitality – even in this strange 
time of the world lockdown.”

The online celebration was organized so 
that it was possible for everyone around 
the globe to join in. Three time slots split 
the celebrations for Asia, Europe and 
America. The six-hour livestreaming pro-
gram included greetings from Ukrainian 
communities and Embassies in all parts of 
the world, an online tour through the expo-
sition “about unexpected and sometimes 
unbelievable Ukraine” and the presentation 
of eco-friendly brands under the banner 
“Ukraine goes green!”

The livestream also included the movie 
“Diakuyu” about a Japanese professor who 
got lost in Ukraine and a Ukrainian cooking 
show. The musical part included perfor-
mances by the group MANU & KRUTb at 
Tustan Fortress, a medieval cliff-side for-
tress-city whose ruins are in the Lviv 
region, as well as Onuka, the HARDKISS, NK 
and Jamala. Modern Crimean Tatar jazz was 
also featured.

A peer of independent Ukraine

“Of all the festivities in the year, the most 
important and pleasant for me is Independ-
ence Day, a time for identifying myself as a 
Ukrainian,” commented Roman Andriiv, 
who at age 29 is a peer of independent 
Ukraine. “I remember as a child that my 
family and I would always hang the nation-
al flag on our house and wear vyshyvanky, 
which creates an even more festive mood. 
And watching the military parade, pride 
spreads even more for our young country,” 
said Mr. Andriiv, who hails from Berezhany 
in the Ternopil region.

“It is interesting to be the same age as 
[Ukraine’s] independence. For more than a 
thousand years of history, our state has 
finally gained independence. Without exag-
geration, we now live in an important 
moment of its establishment and construc-
tion,” Mr. Andriiv mused. “We have man-
aged to build a lot together over the years – 
I believe that new bricks which will 
strengthen our home will be laid from all 
corners of our house: from Uzhhorod to 
Luhansk and from Chernihiv to Sevastopol.”

(Continued from page 1)

Ukraine celebrates...

The ceremony on Ukrainian National Flag Day (August 23) when Ukraine’s largest 
flag was raised at a new memorial in Kyiv that was the brainchild of the Kyiv City 

Administration.
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy and First Lady Olena Zelenska pay tribute to the 

Heroes of the Heavenly Hundred on Ukraine’s Independence Day.

Kyiv City Administration
Presidential Office

A view of the unofficial March of Defenders of Ukraine in Kyiv on August 24.

Petro Poroshenko/Facebook
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Can Russian-occupied Crimea solve its water problems without Ukraine?
by Alla Hurska

Eurasia Daily Monitor

The weather in July brought rain to 
Crimea – but still not enough to save the 
peninsula from its severe multi-year 
drought. That same month, the volume of 
freshwater in Crimea’s reservoirs decreased 
by almost 8.5 million cubic meters. By 
August, the amount of reservoir water left 
totaled around 75 million cubic meters, 
compared to 164 million last year (Crimea.
kp.ru, August 3).

Crimea’s water problem is not a novelty. 
Due to relatively low annual average pre-
cipitation levels and a poor river network, 
chronic freshwater shortages have been an 
acute predicament for centuries. The first 
attempt to resolve this problem came after 
the drought of 1833, when Finnish-born 
Russian botanist Christian Steven proposed 
building a canal from the Dnipro River to 
Crimea. The idea only came to fruition 
nearly 130 years later. 

In 1961, Soviet authorities began con-
struction of the North Crimean Canal, 
which, after a few years, started delivering 
some of the Dnipro’s water to the peninsu-
la. Despite the fact that the canal did not 
solve Crimea’s water problem completely, it 
satisfied 85 percent of the peninsula’s 
needs when it came to drinking water, irri-
gation and industrial use (Istpravda.com.
ua, May 13, 2014).

Following Russia’s forcible annexation 
of Crimea in 2014, Ukraine blocked the 
canal, but Moscow promised to find a new 

 NEWS ANALYSIS

we should not give anyone a chance to sow 
discord between us. Neither to neighbors 
nor internal strangers. Those who have 
been robbing our mother Ukraine for many 
years, because they never considered it 
home.

Every mother wants all her children to 
always be at home. Unfortunately, today 
our family table lacks Donetsk, Luhansk 
and Crimea. But we do our best for the day 
to come when they return to a country they 
do not recognize which we are building 
together with you today.

A country that will be the first in Europe 
in terms of human happiness, not just in 
terms of size of its territory. Although we 
will not give our happiness or our territo-
ries to anyone. A country for which the 
highest value is the life and health of a citi-
zen, not the one for whom he voted in the 
presidential election.

That is why we fight for every Ukrainian 
and return our people. It doesn’t matter to 
us: 131 captives from Russia and ORDLO 
[the temporarily occupied territories of the 
Donetsk and Luhansk regions], 14 civilian 
sailors from Libya, 45 citizens from Wuhan 
or 11 people killed, unfortunately, during 
the downing of a Boeing in Iran. And for 
one Ukrainian intelligence officer, we are 
ready to give a thousand others. Because 
Ukraine does not leave its people. And I will 
do my best so that every citizen of Ukraine 
in any corner of the planet clearly knows: I 
am Ukrainian, so my state will not leave me.

We are building just such a country! 
A country that is always ready to fight 

back. And it doesn’t matter who attacks: the 
aggressor, the virus, the global crisis.

A country where those who gave up part 
of the territory without a fight will give tes-
timony, not preach patriotism.

A country where our people will want to 
return. Return by the good roads we are 
building today.

A country where there will be lively dis-
putes only about how to name the rocket 
that Ukraine launches into space, and in 
whose honor to name the newly built cor-
vette.

Everyone who is ready to help 
Ukrainians build such a country is welcome 
to join. A big request to others: do not dis-
turb. You had many years to do something. 
People have rated you. Accept this and, 
please, do not hinder the country, which is 
moving forward.

Fellow Ukrainians!
We can only create a dream country 

together. All 25 regions. We are all a team. A 
dream team from each region.

This is our national team of Ukraine. 
Where there are no “breadwinners” or 
“subsidized,” because each region is strong 
and prosperous. Because everyone is 
important and irreplaceable. Because 

everyone is an integral part of the puzzle, 
without which it is impossible to draw a 
picture of a prosperous Ukraine.

Who should lead the development of 
each region? You should. The owner of your 
land. Because Ukraine is you. Ukraine starts 
with you. All is yours. The home, yard, 
street, village or city, the region, and there-
fore the country is yours.

Feel that you are not a TV viewer, but a 
direct creator of a new country. Understand 
that Ukraine is diverse and multifaceted, 
where “a lot” comes from the word 
“wealth” – the wealth of Ukraine.

Because Lviv’s Rynok Square and 
Kharkiv’s Svoboda Square, Derybasivska in 
Odesa and Yavornytskoho in Dnipro, 
Artema in Donetsk and the embankment in 
Yalta are all Ukraine. Lavra, St. Sophia, St. 
Michael’s Golden-Domed, the Great Khan’s 
Mosque in Bakhchysarai and the synagogue 
in Dnipro are all Ukraine. Poltava dump-
lings, Hutsul banosh, Transcarpathian 
bograch, Odesa vorschmack, Lviv syrnyk 

and Luhansk miner’s cake are all Ukraine.
The Carpathian Mountains and the 

Donbas mine waste, the Southern Buh and 
the Siverskyi Donets, Synevyr and Syvash 
are all Ukraine.

We often say: the grass is always greener 
on the other side. No, we have to say: the 
grass will be greener on our side! We often 
ask: where is the ideal place on Earth? And 
the answer is simple: where you stand now.

We were lucky to be born in Ukraine. We 
just haven’t all figured it out yet.

You know, when the Russian annexation 
of Crimea and the war in the east began, 
only then did we begin to take care of our 
own army and be proud of our military. 
When the coronavirus occurred, it was only 
then that we began to think about medicine, 
notice the work and feats of doctors. When 
a forest fire broke out in Ukraine, only then 
did we begin to appreciate our firefighters 
and rescuers. Let’s start noticing the heroes 
among us and appreciating each other right 
now, not once, not “only then.”

It is time to realize that our indepen-
dence must be defended every day and by 
each of us. Some – with a weapon in their 
hands, some – with a teacher’s pointer, and 
some – with a medical scalpel.

In the open space of an IT office, in an 
underground mine, on the opera stage, in 
sports arenas or in a wheat field – we are 
all building an independent Ukraine.

Fellow citizens!
Today, we will award those who increase 

our independence every day. These are our 
doctors, teachers, industrialists, figures of 
science, culture and sports.

And, of course, these are our military 
and defenders. People with a capital letter, 
thanks to which we stand here today. 
Thanks to which we have preserved our 
independence.

Today, Ukrainians will be able to sincerely 

(Continued from page 1)

President...

President Volodymyr Zelenskyy addresses the country on August 24.

Presidential Office

Quotable notes
“… the burden of maintaining Crimea, e.g., its freshwater 

sources, and power, as well as sustaining Russia’s stagnant 
economy amidst rising domestic disaffection grows every day. 
Moreover, NATO is more and more probing the Black Sea and 
has upgraded its relationship with Ukraine, offering it enhanced 
strategic partnership and U.S. aid is again coming. 

“Therefore, it is no surprise that Ukrainian sources report that 
the Crimea situation is developing towards the capture of Ukraine 
territories that give access to water from the Dnieper [sic] River. 
Russia has increased the military contingent in and around 
Crimea to about a reported 80,000 troops and concentrated its 
engineering units in the north of the Crimea. They built a water 
supply canal to Dzhankoi and a water-pumping station there. It is 
therefore entirely possible that an operation will soon be 
launched to capture freshwater from Ukraine in order to service 
Crimea and make Ukraine rather than Russia pay for it. Russia 

actually conducted Command Post Exercises (CPX) to capture 
Tavriisk (a small town where the canal starts from the Dnieper). 

“There have also been inexplicable movements of gas towers 
on the Black Sea with the intention to ram Ukrainian border 
guards when approaching. Ukrainian sources also speculate 
that this projected Russian advance may occur after Russia con-
ducts its annual Kavkaz (Caucasus) exercises [scheduled for 
September] as those exercises would leave troops in the vicinity 
of the Crimea and in a fully armed and high readiness condition. 
Moreover, it often has been a Russian trademark to launch 
operations off of exercises. …”

– Stephen Blank, senior fellow at the Foreign Policy Research 
Institute’s Eurasia Program, writing in RealClear Defense on June 
18 (see https://www.realcleardefense.com/articles/2020/06/18/
new_threats_to_ukraine_115392.html).

fix. It never did. Six years on, the peninsula 
risks drying up completely. This past July, 
the water levels at Crimea’s main reser-
voirs, including Bilohirske and Taigan, 
dropped drastically. According to Reshad 
Memedov, an activist of the Free Crimea 
movement, these reservoirs could dry up 
completely in the fall. At the same time, the 
Chorno ri chechne reservoir in Sevastopol is 
rapidly shallowing, while the surface area 
of the city’s largest freshwater reservoir – 
Chorna River – has shrunk significantly. 
The usually deep-water Biyuk-Karasu River 
is now only a stream. Meanwhile, the rivers 
Baga, Armanka and Uzundzha and the 
small tributaries of the Chorna River have 

all completely dried up (Blackseanews.net, 
August 3). 

Due to high summer temperatures and a 
lack of precipitation, the salinity levels of 
water reserves on the peninsula have also 
spiked dramatically: Kyrleutske Lake, in 
northern Crimea is now 14 times saltier 
than the Black Sea. In lakes with lower salt 
concentrations, observers have noticed 
intensive development of green multicellu-
lar algae (Vesti92.ru, July 8).

The water infrastructure in Crimea is 
steadily collapsing, and the soil degradation 
process in the northern part of the penin-
sula is already creating serious ecological 
issues (Agroday.com.ua, March 15, 2018). 

Since 70 percent of North Crimean Canal 
water was used for agriculture, the 
Ukrainian blockade dramatically affected 
that sector (Openforest.org.ua, June 6, 
2020). Not only has the total area of 
Crimea’s irrigated land decreased 10 times 
during the last six years, but the excessive 
use of underground water for irrigation has 
accelerated soil salinization, making the 
land unsuitable for agriculture. As a result, 
northern Crimea, the most farming-inten-
sive region of the peninsula, has begun to 
undergo desertification (Nezavisimaya 
Gazeta, January 28).

(Continued on page 9)

(Continued on page 16)



5THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY      SUNDAY, AUGUST 30-SEPTEMBER 6, 2020No. 35-36

Thank you and farewell to our colleague, Marta Kolomayets
With deep shock, family, friends and colleagues of Marta 

Kolomayets, former Kyiv correspondent and Kyiv Bureau 
chief of The Ukrainian Weekly, received news of her passing 
on Sunday, August 16, in her home near Kyiv. On behalf of 
the Ukrainian National Association’s General Assembly and 
the thousands of UNA members who waited each week to 
read Marta’s reports and columns, allow me to express our 
condolences to the many who loved Marta dearly. 

I write here not only as a member of the UNA General 
Assembly, but also as a colleague of Marta. Throughout the 
1980s and into the 1990s, Marta and I crossed paths in 
Washington, Rome and New York City, and worked side-by-
side with journalists in Ukraine. We were together during 
the 1988 Millennium of Ukrainian Christianity events in 
Rome – I as a member of the Ukrainian Catholic Church’s 
media team organized by Bishop Basil Losten and Sonya 
(Hlutkowsky) Soutus, Marta as a correspondent for The 
Ukrainian Weekly. It was then that I first witnessed both 
Marta’s strength of character and her skills as an intrepid 
reporter. 

In 1988, as well as the early 1990s in Ukraine, there was 
no e-mail, no digital photography, no laptops, no online 
research. Long-distance phone calls were expensive; there 
were no mobile phones with free calling apps. The latest 
and greatest invention was the fax machine. In an analog 
world, being a reporter and a photographer meant that, 
besides paper and pen, you were always carrying around 
cameras, lenses, microphones and recorders, and then 
writing in time to file for deadline. This required great 
physical energy, mental agility, talent, commitment and 
tenacity – all of which Marta had. And these characteristics 
she then topped off with a great attitude and her signature 
smile. The Ukrainian Weekly readers were fortunate that 
Marta chose to spend those dynamic years with us.

Marta loved journalism, and she loved being a reporter. 
After she opened the Kyiv Press Bureau, becoming the first 
foreign correspondent from America in Ukraine, her office 
became a gathering place for foreign correspondents and 

Ukrainian journalists who otherwise may never have 
shared sources or crossed paths in any meaningful way. 
Many lifelong friendships were forged within those four 
walls. 

After leaving The Ukrainian Weekly, Marta went on to 
a career that included positions which focused on the 
development of an independent Ukraine, a nation she 

loved fully and completely. She believed passionately in the 
ability of Ukraine to transform itself into a modern democ-
racy. She and her husband, television journalist Danylo 
Yanevsky, became a recognized “media power couple” in 
Kyiv. As Danylo noted in his eulogy to Marta at her funeral 
on Saturday, August 22, he and Marta had a mutual under-
standing of the importance of sharing information to 
empower people – an understanding to which they both 
dedicated their lives. 

Marta’s funeral service from the beautiful Ukrainian 
Catholic Patriarchal Cathedral of the Resurrection of Christ 
in Kyiv was broadcast live. A vital aspect of her love for 
Ukraine was her love for the Ukrainian Catholic Church. 
From her early years as a student at the Ukrainian Catholic 
University in Rome, where the Church’s seat was in exile, 
through her many years writing in defense of Ukrainian 
religious and political prisoners during the Soviet era, to 
her celebration of the establishment of a Ukrainian 
Catholic Archeparchy in Kyiv, she was both a witness to, 
and a tireless worker for, the Church’s rebirth in Ukraine. 

The service was viewed by more than 40,000 people 
through YouTube and Danylo’s Facebook page. As I lis-
tened to the service, the profound and stark contrast 
between the Ukraine to which Marta came 30 years ago 
and today’s Ukraine, for all its faults, struck me with an 
unexpected intensity. For a brief second I wished desper-
ately that I could give her a final hug and tell her: “Rest in 
peace, my friend. You’ve done well.” 

After the funeral, Metropolitan Borys Gudziak of the 
Archeparchy of Philadelphia, a close confidant of Marta’s 
for decades, posted a final farewell to her that began with 
words sung in Plast, the Ukrainian scouting organization, 
one so important to them both: “Тихо спи без тривог, тут 
є Бог!” Go with God, Marta. Вічна пам’ять! 

Irene Jarosewich
Chair, Publications Committee

UNA General Assembly

Marta Kolomayets

Marta Kolomayets/Facebook
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As Ukraine celebrates its Independence Day – or more precisely the 29th anniver-
sary of the re-establishment of its independence – it’s appropriate to take some time 
to assess the current situation in our ancestral homeland.

In the days leading up to the national holiday, there were several notable devel-
opments. The Kyiv City Administration raised the country’s largest blue-and-yellow 
national flag at a new memorial in the city; the occasion was Ukrainian National 
Flag Day, which is celebrated on August 23. Also before Ukraine’s Independ ence 
Day, a human chain of solidarity with protesters in Belarus stretched from the 
Embassy of Belarus to Independence Square (the Maidan). It was yet another visi-
ble sign of the Ukrainian people’s support for their Belarusian neighbors and their 
belief in a better future.

The lead-in to Ukraine’s Independence Day was marred, however, by vandalism at 
the country’s National Museum of the Holodomor Genocide, where the powerfully 
evocative statue “Bitter Memory of Childhood” was desecrated, having been removed 
from its pedestal in the memorial complex. The silence of the Zelenskyy administration 
about this brazen act that dishonors the Ukrainian nation’s memory was disturbing, to 
say the least. We add our voice to those that have called for a thorough investigation.

Last year, the country’s new president, Volodymyr Zelenskyy, replaced the annual 
military parade staged on Independence Day with a March of Dignity and an enter-
tainment show. In response, Ukrainian war veterans organized their own event, 
called the March of Defenders of Ukraine. This year’s format was similar. In fact, the 
unofficial March of Defenders attracted more participants than in the prior year and 
the message was clear: Independence is no joking matter (“Z nezalezhnistiu ne zhar-
tuyut”). Some 20,000 people reportedly participated in the march. Among them 
were veterans, military personnel, families of servicemen and women, relatives of 
the Heavenly Hundred and prisoners of war, and individuals who came to demon-
strate their unwavering support for those who defend Ukraine’s freedom.

As for this year’s entertainment show: it was criticized by many for lacking digni-
ty befitting the occasion – the most important national holiday of Ukraine (some 
performers appeared in outfits suitable only for a low-class variety show); for allow-
ing performances in the Russian language – the language of the aggressor, as critics 
pointed out; and for the choice of performers, some of whose positions on Russia’s 
six-year-plus war against Ukraine are questionable. We can only hope this kind of 
showbiz is not repeated on other momentous occasions.

In the period since last year’s celebration of Ukraine’s independence, Russia has 
continued its war on Ukraine’s east and it continues to occupy Ukraine’s Crimean 
peninsula. Ukraine’s death toll in the war is now approaching 14,000. Russia still 
holds over 100 Ukrainian citizens as political prisoners, and more than 200 others 
are prisoners of war or hostages in the Russian-controlled part of the Donbas – 
that’s despite the fact that three prisoner swaps have taken place under the 
Zelenskyy presidency. 

It must be noted that, yes, right now there is a ceasefire in Ukraine’s east that 
seems to be working. Indeed, President Zelenskyy began his Independence Day 
address to the nation by stating that August 24 was the 29th day in a row that 
Ukraine had no combat losses in the Donbas. Certainly everyone hopes that, this 
time, the ceasefire will hold. We also share the president’s hope that the Donbas and 
Crimea will be returned to Ukraine and that lasting peace is possible. 

Though Ukraine still faces many challenges, including the global coronavirus pan-
demic, there is much to celebrate as Ukraine enters its 30th year of independence. 
First and foremost, there is the simple fact our beloved Ukraine exists as an indepen-
dent state and continues to move toward integration with Europe, where it rightly 
belongs. In speaking out against the falsified results of the Belarusian presidential 
election, Ukraine and its people have demonstrated yet again that they stand with 
the West, not with Russia and others of its ilk. Ukraine has once again held free and 
fair national elections, and its military has succeeded in keeping the invader at bay. 

International support for Ukraine is strong. For example, Ukraine received con-
gratulations on the 29th anniversary of its independence proclamation from the 
United States, Canada, France, Germany, Switzerland, Poland, Lithuania, Israel, Italy, 
the United Kingdom and the Vatican. And that’s just a partial list. The United States, 
Canada and others stand with Ukraine in its struggle against invading forces, and 
they have repeatedly reaffirmed their support for Ukraine’s sovereignty and territo-
rial integrity. Moreover, there is much potential in the recently established political 
platform called the Lublin Triangle that comprises Lithuania, Poland and Ukraine.

We look forward to further progress on all fronts – political, economic, judicial, 
social – as Ukraine looks ahead to the 30th anniversary of its reappearance on the 
world map as an independent state.

Slava Ukraini!

The Ukrainian Weekly

Sixty years ago, on August 31, 1960, Sen. Jacob K. Javits 
(R-N.Y.) submitted to the Congressional Record a statement on 
House Joint Resolution 311 that cleared the way for the erection 
of the Taras Shevchenko monument in Washington. 

The resolution was brought up for the third reading by Sen. 
Lyndon B. Johnson (D-Texas), and was passed by the Senate on August 31.

Sen. Javits’ statement read: “More than 100 years ago Taras Shevchenko hailed the first 
President of the United States George Washington, and the new Republic, hoping for the 
day when Ukraine will join the family of free nations. Taras Shevchenko (1814-1861) was 
without a doubt one of the foremost Ukrainians of the modern period. His poetry has 
inspired the men and women of his period and later times with a renewed love of freedom 

Aug.

31
1960

Turning the pages back...

Canadian Prime Minister  
Justin Trudeau

Today, we join Ukrainian communities in 
Canada and around the world to celebrate 
the 29th anniversary of Ukraine’s indepen-
dence.

Canada was the first Western country to 
recognize Ukraine’s independence. Ever 
since, we have worked alongside the people 
of Ukraine as a steadfast partner and close 
friend. We have supported them in their 
efforts to protect their sovereignty and secu-
rity and build a more prosperous, democrat-
ic future. As part of that effort, our Canadian 
Armed Forces members are providing 
capacity building to the Security Forces of 
Ukraine as part of Operation UNIFIER. We 
have also established free trade between 
our two countries and we are working 
closely with the international community to 
support Ukraine’s reform efforts.

Canada and Ukraine enjoy a close rela-
tionship built on shared values and strong 
people-to-peoples ties. Over 1.3 million 
Canadians of Ukrainian descent call this 
country home. Through their unique cul-
ture, traditions, and language, members of 
the Ukrainian-Canadian community contin-
ue to make Canada a better place, every 
day.

As we celebrate these deep and lasting 
bonds of family and friendship, we also rec-
ognize that this year has been difficult for 
people in both our countries. The Ukraine 
International Airlines Flight PS752 tragedy 
and the COVID-19 pandemic have taken the 
lives of so many Canadians and Ukrainians, 
and changed the lives of countless others. 
The COVID-19 pandemic has had signifi-
cant economic, health, and social impacts 
on both of our people. These challenges 
serve to remind us of the importance of sol-
idarity and cooperation as we work to 
ensure the safety, security, and well-being 
of Ukrainians and Canadians.

Today, we celebrate the close people-to-
people connections, cultural ties, and values 
that unite Canada and Ukraine. We look for-
ward to continuing to build our relationship 
as we advance our shared priorities and we 
reaffirm our steadfast commitment to sup-
port Ukraine’s sovereignty and territorial 
integrity. On behalf of all Canadians, Sophie 
and I wish those celebrating today a happy 
Ukrainian Independence Day. Slava Ukraini!

U.S. Secretary of State  
Michael Pompeo

On behalf of the United States govern-
ment and the American people, I send my 
congratulations to the people of Ukraine on 
the 29th anniversary of your nation’s inde-
pendence.

Our support for a free, resilient and dem-
ocratic Ukraine is unwavering. We remain 
fully committed to diplomatic efforts to end 
Russia’s ongoing aggression in eastern 
Ukraine. As we stated in the Crimea 
Declaration, the United States rejects 
Russia’s attempted annexation of Crimea 
and pledges to maintain this policy until 
Russia returns full control of all Ukrainian 
territory to Ukraine. We stand with 
Ukrainians in government and civil society 
who are working to push forward crucial 
transformational reforms that advance eco-
nomic growth, security, and the rule of law.

The friendship between our two coun-
tries has never been stronger. We look for-
ward to continuing our partnership and 
working with Ukraine’s leaders and citi-
zens as you build a bright, secure and dem-
ocratic future. I wish you continued pros-
perity and success in the years ahead.

EDITOR’S NOTE: Though it was reported 
in Ukraine that President Volodymyr Zelens
kyy received greetings from U.S. President 

Donald Trump, the text was not released by 
the White House. (A citation of that message 
appears in the Ukrainian Independence Day 
story filed by our colleague in Kyiv that 
begins on the front page of this issue.)

Democratic Party candidate  
for president Joe Biden

Today, I join with Ukrainians and 
Ukrainian-Americans in celebrating the 
29th anniversary of Ukraine’s indepen-
dence, even as this holiday serves as a bit-
tersweet reminder of the plight of 
Ukrainians living under illegal Russian 
occupation in Crimea and eastern Ukraine.

As a senator and as vice-president, I 
strongly supported Ukraine’s ongoing 
quest to become a modern, democratic 
European state, in which all citizens can 
live in peace and prosperity. I saw first-
hand the progress Ukraine has made over 
the course of my six visits to Ukraine as 
vice-president, and I know from the con-
versations I had with Ukrainian leaders and 
average citizens the difficulties of these last 
six years, as Ukraine has been fighting a 
two-front war, against Russia in the east 
and for rule of law at home.

Following the Revolution of Dignity, the 
Obama-Biden Administration was proud to 
help Ukraine defend itself against Russia’s 
invasion. We applied costly sanctions to 
punish Moscow for its aggression, and ral-
lied our allies to ensure that Ukraine 
received the financial, political and military 
support it needed to withstand Russian 
coercion. We supported the reforms 
Ukrainians so desperately wanted and 
pressed Ukraine’s leaders to fight corrup-
tion because a stable, independent, demo-
cratic and prosperous Ukraine is also good 
for the United States.

In contrast, President Trump refuses to 
confront Vladimir Putin over Russia’s con-
tinuing assault against Ukraine, even insin-
uating on several occasions that Crimea is 
rightfully Russian territory. He withheld 
vital military assistance in an effort to 
extort Ukrainian President Zelenskyy into 
interfering in the 2020 U.S. presidential 
election. He sidelined professional diplo-
mats in the creation of Ukraine policy, and 
he has repeatedly put his personal interests 
over those of the United States.

As president, I will make it clear to the 
Kremlin that it must end its aggression 
toward and occupation of Ukraine. A Biden-
Harris administration will ensure that 
Ukraine gets the economic and military 
support that it needs, including lethal 
weapons, while urging Ukraine to pursue 
the essential reforms that are vital to its 
success. Together, we will work toward the 
celebration of Ukraine’s independence day 
as a peaceful, whole, sovereign, democratic 
and prosperous country.

Ukrainian World Congress

Ukrainian World Congress President 
Paul Grod congratulated all Ukrainians 
around the world on Ukraine’s Independ-
ence Day:

On behalf of the Ukrainian World 
Congress, I welcome all Ukrainians and 
friends of Ukraine on this important anni-
versary – the renewal of Ukraine’s indepen-
dence. Twenty-nine years ago, the dream of 
many generations of Ukrainians came true. 
Unfortunately, today Ukraine’s indepen-
dence is once again threatened by Russia’s 
military aggression. We remain committed 
to defending Ukraine and the Ukrainian 
people around the world; to building a 
democratic and economically strong 
Ukraine; and to fostering our identity as 
Ukrainians around the world.

FOR THE RECORD: Statements
on Ukraine’s Independence Day

(Continued on page 13)

The 29th anniversary

(Continued on page 13)
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It is by no means accidental that Russia 
is working actively to prevent Joe Biden 
from becoming president of the United 
States. Among the reasons is Mr. Biden’s 
strong, demonstrated support for Ukraine 
throughout his long political career. And I 
have no doubt whatsoever that as presi-
dent he will remain a committed supporter 
of Ukraine, understanding that Ukraine is 
the lynchpin of European security. Mr. 
Biden will most certainly not be afraid to 
stand up to Vladimir Putin and hold him 
accountable, in contrast to Donald Trump, 
whose persistent obsequiousness towards 
the dictator boggles the mind.

No vice-president – or president, for that 
matter – in U.S. history has been more 
deeply and actively engaged with Ukraine 
during his term in office as our 47th vice-
president. This is in no way meant to take 
away from other vice-presidents such as Al 
Gore or Dick Cheney who stood out in their 
support of Ukraine. Noteworthy also is the 
fact that during his 36-year Senate career, 
especially as either chairman or ranking 
member of the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee, Sen. Biden was a solid friend of 
Ukraine.

As vice-president, Mr. Biden’s engage-
ment with Ukraine was extraordinary. He 
traveled to Ukraine six times – more than 
any president or vice-president, and six 
times more than either President Trump or 
Vice-President Mike Pence – and frequently 
spoke with Ukraine’s top leadership. Vice-
President Biden was on the phone with 
President Petro Poroshenko so often that 
he joked that he talked more often with Mr. 
Poroshenko than with his own wife. Mr. 
Biden oversaw the U.S. endeavor to bolster 
Ukraine in its struggle against Russian 
aggression – including spearheading the 
effort to send American troops to train 
Ukrainian special-ops and other forces and 
providing critical equipment, and to extend 
other valuable security and intelligence 
support. Mr. Biden favored the provision of 
Javelins and other lethal weapons, but 
President Barack Obama held back, 
although he did authorize some small ship-
ments of lethal weapons.

It was well known among those of us in 
the U.S. government (including this writer 
at the U.S. Helsinki Commission) working 
on and advocating for more robust support 
for Ukraine that Mr. Biden was a strong 
proponent of more decisive action against 
Moscow – including Javelins. Mr. Obama, 
along with National Security Advisor Susan 
Rice – although more supportive of Ukraine 
than some critics assert – took a more cau-
tious approach than did Mr. Biden and 
many others both in the Executive Branch 
and Congress.

But such is the reality that in a democra-
cy even vice-presidents do not always get 
what they want.

As vice-president, Mr. Biden played a key 
role in U.S. sanctions policy to punish 
Russia for its illegal annexation of Crimea 
and intervention in the Donbas. He worked 
hard to encourage the European Union to 
develop and stick with sanctions and main-
tain pressure on Russia – not always an 
easy task with some EU countries.

As the Obama administration’s point-
man on Ukraine, Vice-President Biden 
oversaw efforts in 2014 following the 
Revolution of Dignity and Russia’s invasion 
to provide Ukraine with more than $2 bil-
lion in assistance, including loan guaran-
tees to enable the new government to get 
the economy back on track. He also over-
saw efforts to make sure that Ukraine got 
the gas it needed to survive the winter.

Mr. Biden did something else that is 
extremely important to Ukraine’s future, 
which was to vigorously support the rule of 
law in Ukraine. He pushed Ukraine’s lead-
ers hard to combat the corruption that 
tears at Ukrainian society’s moral fabric, 
distorts its economy, discourages vital 
international investment and profoundly 
harms its national security. Mr. Biden and 
his foreign policy team well understand 
that it is precisely Russia that most exploits 
the corruption and weak rule of law to 
Ukraine’s serious disadvantage.

A Biden administration would not only 
greatly increase lethal aid – including 
Javelins and other weapons to counter the 
growing Russian presence in the Black Sea 
– it would provide other critically impor-
tant security assistance such as military 
training. In addition, it would also step up 
efforts to encourage political and economic 
reforms in Ukraine, including with concrete 
assistance.

In a recent Politico article, Mike 
Carpenter, who was Mr. Biden’s chief policy 
advisor on Ukraine and Russia at the White 
House and later deputy assistant secretary 
of defense for Russia, Ukraine and the 
region, puts it well: “We have to promote 
Ukrainian sovereignty in a holistic way, 
which means both military support and 
security assistance, but also helping Ukraine 
beat back this – growing, by the way – 
Russian covert influence within its politics.” I 
should note that, since leaving the Obama 
administration, Mr. Carpenter, a key foreign 
policy advisor to the Biden campaign, has 
continued to maintain his keen interest in 
Ukraine as a member of the U.S.-Ukraine 
Foundation’s Friends of Ukraine Network 
(FOUN) and as a speaker at various confer-
ences on Ukraine, most recently the Center 
for U.S.-Ukraine Relations (CUSUR) annual 
Report Card on Ukraine conference.

During his long Senate tenure, Mr. Biden 
was a reliable supporter of Ukraine, holding 
hearings when he was chairman of the 
Senate Foreign Relations Committee (SFRC) 
and often supporting various Helsinki 
Commission and other congressional initia-
tives on Ukraine. One that stands out in my 
mind is the first ever Senate resolution, intro-
duced back in 2003 by then-Helsinki 
Commission Chairman Sen. Ben Nighthorse 
Campbell, explicitly calling the Holodomor a 
genocide. For a variety of reasons this was 
controversial at the time. [See my July 2018 
Weekly column: http://www.ukrweekly.
com/uwwp/congress-and-the-holodomor/]. 
Sen. Biden, at the time the top Democrat on 
the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, 
was one of our most ardent advocates.

Sen. Biden also was also clear-eyed in 
supporting human rights and democracy in 
Europe and Eurasia. He was a strong 
Senate advocate for another piece of legis-

Joe Biden: Ukraine’s  
outstanding friend

Orest Deychakiwsky may be reached at 
odeychak@gmail.com. (Continued on page 13)

Chances are if you’re reading this col-
umn, you’ve encountered Marta Koloma-
yets either directly as a friend or colleague 
or, without being aware of her role, through 
someone whose life she influenced. She’s 
another of the “golden friends I had,” 
whose loss I now mourn. Marta died 
August 16 in Kyiv. 

Marta Kolomayets was one of those rare 
persons who truly made a difference: a 
journalist, administrator, mentor and inspi-
ration to many as a lifelong activist for 
Ukraine. Marta loved life and, as tributes to 
her pour in, we also know that she loved 
hundreds of people who loved her in 
return. 

I first met Marta when my then-fiancée, 
now wife, Chrystia, introduced me to her 
best friend. They grew up together in the 
same Chicago neighborhood in the shadow 
of St. Nicholas Cathedral, attended Plast 
and shared an untold number of experienc-
es. Marta was the maid of honor at our 
wedding in 1988.

Marta’s 40-year professional resume 
lists half a dozen influential leadership 
positions at the intersection of U.S.-Ukraine 
relations, beginning significantly in 1990, 
when she established the first press bureau 
for a U.S. publication in Kyiv, her reporting 
providing essential information not only to 
the readers of The Ukrainian Weekly and 
Svoboda but also to journalists from main-
stream U.S. publications covering the unrav-
eling of the Soviet Union and Ukraine’s 
move toward independence. 

A few years later, as serious work 
toward decommunization and Ukraine’s 
national consolidation was taking place, 
Marta, with her typical energy, friendly 
smile and unrelenting tenacity, was at the 

center of those efforts: at the U.S. Ukraine 
Foundation, the Ukrainian Catholic 
Education Foundation, the National 
Democratic Institute and, for the last eight 
years, heading up the U.S. Fulbright 
Program in Kyiv. 

Marta was never one to promote herself. 
Instead, she promoted others, initially 
reporting in The Ukrainian Weekly on 
those who were working on Ukraine’s push 
for sovereignty and then again putting in 
long hours every day, using her personal 
skills to bring people together to build 
social, political, cultural, commercial links 
between America and Ukraine.

In 1993, I was a member of a U.S. 
Commerce Department trade delegation to 
Ukraine. That’s when visiting the Ukrainian 
National Association’s Kyiv Press Bureau 
just off the Maidan, I first met Danylo 
Yanevsky, who went on to be a prominent 
Ukrainian journalist and historian. He and 
Marta had become close by then. A year or 
two later, Chrystia and I were at their wed-
ding in Chicago and often welcomed them 
in our home in Cleveland, vacationed with 
them on Lake Michigan and were guests at 
their home in Kyiv. 

Back in 1993, Ukraine was going 
through difficult times, working to transi-
tion from communism to free market capi-
talism, from censorship to a free press, 
from dictatorship to democracy. America 
was supporting that process; hence the 
Commerce Department trade mission 
where I accompanied a Cleveland pharma-
ceutical company that was considering 
investing in Ukraine. Our hotel had a casino 
in the basement and my client invited me 
to join him at the black jack table. I’m not a 
gambler and demurred. “Here,” he said, 
shoving five $20 chips my way. “Play these. 

Marta Kolomayets

Andrew Fedynsky’s email address is  
afedynsky@gmail.com.

  by Andrew Fedynsky

Dear Editor:
The European Union has declared that 

the presidential elections in Belarus “were 
neither free nor fair” and “credible reports 
of domestic observers show that the elec-
toral process did not meet the international 
standards expected of an OSCE participat-
ing state.”

In contrast, Russian President Vladimir 
Putin congratulated his Belarusian coun-
terpart, Alyaksandr Lukashenka, for the 
announced outcome of the election. Not 
surprising, considering how Mr. Putin 
clings to power in Russia.

The Russian news agency TASS reported 
that Mr. Putin stated: “I expect that your 
statesmanship will facilitate the further 
development of mutually beneficial 
Russian-Belarusian relations in all spheres, 
as well as the further enhancement of 
cooperation within the union state, the 
strengthening of integration processes 
within the Eurasian Economic Union and 
the CIS, and of military-political ties within 
the Collective Security Treaty Organization.”

The political turmoil in Belarus will 

make it increasingly tempting for the 
Russian president to reach for those geopo-
litical goals – with or without Mr. Luka-
shenka – which would further endanger 
security and stability in Europe.

Thus, the international community 
needs to be proactive during these chal-
lenging times to ensure that the will of the 
people of Belarus is respected and not sub-
jected to tyranny and oppression from 
within or abroad.

Leaders of Western democracies must 
stand firm with the people of Belarus as 
they exercise the fundamental rights guar-
anteed to all under the Universal Declara-
tion of Human Rights and take appropriate 
measures against those responsible for vio-
lations of the electoral process, brutal 
crackdowns against protesters and politi-
cally motivated arrests.

Eugene Czolij
Montreal

The letterwriter is president of the NGO 
Ukraine2050 and former president (2008
2018) of the Ukrainian World Congress.

Western democracies must
stand with people of Belarus

 LETTER TO THE EDITOR

(Continued on page 19)
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The following statement was released on August 20 by 
the Washingtonbased Central and East European 
Coalition, of which the Ukrainian Congress Committee of 
America and the Ukrainian National Association are mem
ber organizations.

The Central and East European Coalition (CEEC) 
expresses deep concerns regarding the fraudulent elec-
tions in Belarus held on August 9, 2020, as well as the vio-
lent crackdown against unarmed and peaceful protesters 
throughout that country. This is yet another tragic mark in 
the long record of systematic human rights abuses by the 
dictatorial regime of Alexander [Alyaksandr] Lukashenka. 

By all indications, Lukashenka lost the election and can-
not be considered the legitimate president of the Republic 
of Belarus,

The CEEC calls upon all relevant branches of the United 
States government to: 

• Refuse to recognize the results of the fraudulent elec-
tion of August 9;

• Demand that Belarus hold new, free and fair elections, 
with independent, international observers to ensure trans-
parency;

• Sanction all individuals responsible for election fraud 
and mistreatment of peaceful protesters under the Belarus 
Demo cracy Act and the Global Magnitsky Act; 

• Demand an investigation into the state-sponsored 
crackdown and the immediate release of all political pris-
oners; 

• Block any election meddling or use of force by the 
Russian Federation. 

Injustice against one is injustice against all. The CEEC 
will continue to stand for a free, sovereign, independent 
and democratic Belarus. 

The Central and East European Coalition (CEEC) 
was established in 1994 and represents more than 20 
million American voters whose heritage lies in this 

region. Its member organizations cooperate in calling 
attention to issues of mutual concern, especially as 
regards United States policy toward Central and East 
Europe. The CEEC regularly shares its concerns and 
ideas with the United States Congress and Administr-
ation.

The massive protest rally held on August 23 in Minsk. Observers estimate that 100,000 people participated.

Uladz Hrydzin/RFE/RL

 FOR THE RECORD

Apart from that, the quality and quantity of Crimeans’ 
drinking water has worsened as well. According to 
Oleksandr Liev, the former Ukrainian minister of tourism 
and resorts of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea, as of 
2020 the problem of insufficient water supplies has become 
critical. Notably, high levels of mineralization of artesian 
well water have made it undrinkable. More than 200 wells 
have already been sealed. Due to the drought, water in 
many Crimean settlements, including Simferopol, is sup-
plied only several hours a day (Blackseanews.net, July 30). 

The situation in rural areas is even more alarming. 
People have absolutely nothing to drink: the wells have 
dried up, and the central water supply system, promised by 
the authorities, has not yet been built. The only ones not 
experiencing water scarcity in Crimea are, apparently, local 
officials, oligarchs and the Russian military (Novaya 
Gazeta, July 19). Even though the peninsula’s own resourc-
es can provide more than 500 million cubic meters of 
water annually, outdated infrastructure causes enormous 
problems. Notably, 56.5 percent of the 14,000 kilometers 
of Crimea’s waterways need to be repaired. In 2019, 47 

percent of drinking water was lost during its transporta-
tion, but only 1 percent of the water supply system was 
repaired that year (Openforest.org.ua, June 6).

On July 24, the self-proclaimed prime minister of occu-
pied Crimea, Sergey Aksyonov, confirmed the desperate sit-
uation and did not rule out the possibility that the Russian 
government would classify the water scarcity threat in 
Crimea as an emergency situation (Allcrimea.net, July 24). 

Due to the critical conditions in Symferopol, Mr. 
Aksyonov was forced to ask for help from the Russian mili-
tary. Over 300 service members from the Southern and 
Western military districts laid more than 50 kilometers of 
temporary aboveground water pipelines. According to Mr. 
Aksyonov, these new pipes will transfer up to 50,000 cubic 
meters of water from Taigan to the reservoirs of 
Symferopol (Rossyiskaya Gazeta, July 13). But already on 
July 31, one of the quickly and haphazardly laid pipes rup-
tured (Blackseanews.net, July 31).

The Crimean authorities are contemplating any and all 
ideas to deal with the drought: from artificial rain to build-
ing water pipelines from the Kuban region. But the effec-
tiveness of such plans is questionable. Many experts 
believe the situation in Crimea can only be resolved by 
regaining access to the Dnipro River (RBC, June 20). 

The Ukrainian government, however, is not ready to 

restart the flow of water to the peninsula. Oleksiy Danilov, 
the current secretary of the Ukrainian National Security 
and Defense Council, asserted that Ukraine has “no moral 
right” to resume supplies to Russia-occupied Crimea. 
Likewise, Foreign Affairs Minister Dmytro Kuleba stressed 
that Kyiv would not supply water even in exchange for 
Russia’s release of Ukrainian prisoners held on the penin-
sula (Crimea.ria.ru, July 10).

Since further water scarcity in Crimea could provoke 
Russia to choose a military option to resolve the problem, 
this “battle for water” is a pressing challenge for Ukrainian 
national security (see Eurasia Daily Monitor, February 26, 
May 21, June 29). But the former acting deputy head of the 
Ukrainian Presidential Administration, Andriy Senchenko, 
believes that the blocked North Crimean Canal is a major 
strategic advantage and geopolitical instrument for Kyiv 
(Glavcom.ua, July 28). 

Ukraine will need to use this instrument wisely while, at 
the same time, hardening its vulnerable southern flank in 
preparation for any military actions or “hybrid” threats 
from Russia.

The article above is reprinted from Eurasia Daily Monitor 
with permission from its publisher, the Jamestown 
Foundation, www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 4)

Can Russian-occupied...

She said the three pretended to be drunk and thus dis-
tracted the security personnel on site. “This was a con-
scious act, especially since it was before Independence Day, 
done to dishonor the memory of the Ukrainian nation,” Ms. 
Stasiuk commented.

In a statement released on August 26, the Ukrainian 
World Congress noted: “Ukrainian communities have 
erected replicas of this statue in many countries around 
the world, paying tribute to millions of innocent 
Holodomor victims and their descendants. These memori-
als are sacred places of mourning and remembrance for 
every Ukrainian.” 

The world body went on to say that it “condemns this act 
of vandalism as a denigration of the memory of the 
Ukrainian people” and “has called upon the Ministry of 
Internal Affairs of Ukraine to bring the perpetrators of this 
action to justice and ensuring appropriate security for the 
Memorial.”

In a letter to President Volodymyr Zelenskyy of Ukraine 
and other senior government officials, the UWC called 

upon him to publicly condemn this act as a crime against 
the nation; to launch an immediate investigation into this 
case; and assume presidential responsibility for the securi-
ty of the memorial.

“We have been witnessing a global and coordinated anti-
Ukrainian operation, including vandalism of memorials 
and disinformation campaigns that distort and falsify the 
truth about Ukraine’s history. It includes the desecration of 
the Holodomor memorial in Kyiv, vandalism at a Ukrainian 
cemetery in Toronto, defacing the future Communism vic-
tims memorial in Ottawa, among others. Kremlin propa-
ganda is attempting to rewrite the history of our people, 
erase the memory of millions of Ukrainian victims of the 
totalitarian regime, turn our allies against us, and sow dis-
cord in our global communities,” stated Paul Grod, UWC 
president. “I call upon all Ukrainians and friends of Ukraine 
around the world to stand up to these anti-Ukrainian prov-
ocations and Russia’s global disinformation campaign. 
Truth is on our side.”

In the United States, the U.S. Committee for Ukrainian 
Holodomor-Genocide Awareness (U.S. Holodomor 
Committee) condemned the vandalism and called for a 
government investigation into the incident.

The committee’s statement, released on August 23, 

reads in part:
“Eighty-seven years ago, millions of Ukrainian families 

were eradicated by Soviet authorities in a genocidal fam-
ine. With millions starving, Stalin and the Soviet state 
showed their hatred of Ukraine’s national identity. Hatred 
continues today with the defilement of the Ukrainian 
Holodomor Memorial ‘Bitter Memory of Childhood’ in Kyiv, 
Ukraine.

“The U.S. Holodomor Committee condemns the desecra-
tion, calls upon the Ukrainian government to conduct a full 
investigation to the matter, and pledges its utmost to bring 
awareness and recognition of the Holodomor as a genocide 
perpetrated against the Ukrainian nation. Under the motto 
‘Ukraine Remembers, the World Acknowledges,’ the world 
must also educate its societies about the evils that gripped 
Ukraine in 1932-1933 so that history does not repeat itself.

“Let us be mindful that, even today, Russian forces con-
tinue to manifest their abhorrence of Ukraine through con-
tinued aggression against an independent and free 
Ukraine. The truth about Russian aggression, whether past 
or present, must be highlighted and acknowledged.”

According to Ms. Stasiuk of the National Museum of the 
Holodomor Genocide, the statue has been removed for res-
toration and is expected to be back in place within a month.

(Continued from page 1)

Diaspora...

CEEC statement on Belarus
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$2,000  SPECIAL SCHOLARSHIP

Stephanie Manasterski 
 GALANDIUK  Scholarship

(UNA Branch  120)
University of Pittsburgh

$750  SPECIAL SCHOLARSHIP

Vladimir Holoviak 
WOLK  Scholarship

(UNA Branch  7)
Kutztown University

$1,000  SPECIAL SCHOLARSHIP

 Matthew Stefurak 
JAROSEWYCZ  Scholarship

(UNA Branch  116)
University of Pittsburgh

$750  SPECIAL SCHOLARSHIP

Alexa Kolakoski 
STANGL  Scholarship

(UNA Branch  362)
Northeastern University

by Eugene Serba

The Ukrainian National Association has 
a long-standing tradition of assisting stu-
dents in their pursuit of higher education. 
Despite the challenges of the coronavirus, 
the UNA continued that tradition in 2020. 
The UNA Scholarship Committee met on 
June 26 to review all applications for schol-
arships and awards. 

There was a total of 54 applicants from 
26 different UNA branches. The number 
and quality of applicants this year was truly 
exceptional, with a number of students 
applying for more than one scholarship for 
which they were eligible.

The special scholarships awarded by the 
UNA include the following for undergradu-
ate students:

• Joseph and Dora Galandiuk Scholar-
ship ($2,000) 

• Drs. Maria, Dmytro and Olha Jarose-
wycz Scholarship ($1,000)

• Vera Stangl Scholarship ($750) 
• Joseph Wolk Scholarship ($750) 

• Ukrainian National Home Corp. of 
Black stone, Mass., Scholarships ($500 
each)

The above scholarships are all funded by 
generous benefactors. The UNA is grateful 
for their support. 

If you or your organization is interested 
in sponsoring a UNA scholarship, please 
contact Eugene Serba, UNA second vice-
president, at 856-904-4161. The UNA will 
process, evaluate and handle all adminis-
tration of the scholarship based on criteria 
you establish. 

In addition to the special scholarships 
listed above, the UNA sponsors UNA 
Heritage Scholarships of $1,000 each for 
undergraduate or graduate students.

We are pleased to report the following 
recipients of UNA Special Scholarships for 
academic year 2020-2021:

• Galandiuk Scholarship – Stephanie 
Manasterski, Branch 120, University of 
Pittsburgh; 

• Jarosewycz Scholarship – Matthew Ste-
furak, Branch 116, University of Pittsburgh; 

• Stangl Scholarship – Alexa Kolakoski, 
Branch 362, Northeastern University; and 

• Wolk Scholarship – Vladimir Holoviak, 
Branch 7, Kutztown University.

(Regrettably, no one applied for the 
Blackstone Scholarship in 2020.)

UNA Heritage Scholarship recipients for 
2020-2021 are:

• Alexander Kowinko, Branch 59, Sacred 
Heart University; 

• Kalyna Leshchuk, Branch 37, Fordham 
University; 

• Andrew Coulson, Branch 465, 
University of Toronto; 

• Julianna Walchuk, Branch 171, 
Columbia University; and 

• Anthony Dmytrijuk, Branch 127, West 
Virginia University.

Congratulations to all scholarship recipi-
ents! It is notable that the nine students 
who received these scholarships listed rep-
resent nine different UNA branches and are 
pursuing their studies at eight different 
universities.

In addition to the special scholarships, 

the UNA gave out 45 monetary awards to 
undergrad students based on their year of 
academic study. Congratulations to all 
award recipients!

In order to apply for a UNA scholarship 
or award a student must have a current 
UNA policy. The most common policies are 
Endowment at Age 18 and the 20-Year 
Endowment. These policies are usually 
purchased for children by their parents or 
grandparents. Another common vehicle for 
academic funding is a Coverdell Education 
Savings Account (ESA), also offered by the 
UNA, whereby up to $2,000 per year can be 
deposited into an account with tax-free 
growth, provided the funds are withdrawn 
and used for studies. 

To learn more about the UNA’s scholar-
ship program, readers may go to https://
unainc.org/una/benefits/scholarships/.

For more information about UNA insur-
ance policies, endowments, annuities, IRAs 
and the ESA, readers may contact their 
branch secretary or the UNA directly at 
800-253-0860.

Eugene Serba, the Ukrainian National 
Association’s second vicepresident, chairs 
the UNA Scholarship Committee.

Anthony Dmytrijuk 
(UNA Branch  127)

West Virginia University

Julianna Walchuk 
(UNA Branch  171)

Columbia University

Zachary Coulson 
(UNA Branch  465)

University of Toronto

Alexander Kowinko 
(UNA Branch 59)

Sacred Heart University

Kalyna Leshchuk 
(UNA Branch  37)

Fordham University

$1,000  UNA HERITAGE SCHOLARSHIPS

Adam Oscislawski 
 (UNA Branch  234)

Rice University

Maria Bandriwsky 
 (UNA Branch  360)

Loyola University Chicago

Amanda Godfrey 
 (UNA Branch  142)
Middlesex College

Chloe Diakiwsky 
 (UNA Branch  161)

Berklee College of Music

 Nicholas Hladio 
 (UNA Branch  161)

Duquesne University

Christina Gluch 
(UNA Branch  277)

Seton Hall University

Mark Macios 
 (UNA Branch  161)
Syracuse University

$200  SENIORS

54 student members receive scholarships or awards from the UNA

UNA announces scholarship winners  
for 2020-2021 academic year
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UNA Mission Statement

As a fraternal insurance society, Ukrainian National Association reinvests  
its earnings for the benefit of its members and the Ukrainian community.

Ukrainian 
National 
Association 
exists:

• to promote the principles of fraternalism; 

• to preserve the Ukrainian, Ukrainian American  
     and Ukrainian Canadian heritage and culture; and 

• to provide quality financial services and products  
     to its members.

Christina Demitre 
 (UNA Branch  42)
Rutgers University

Danya Pankiw 
 (UNA Branch  432)
Queen’s University

Ivan Yanovskiy 
 (UNA Branch  59)

SUNY at Stony Brook

Gunnar Sadowey 
(UNA Branch  25)

Samford University

Melanie Agne 
(UNA Branch  42)
Drexel University

Andriy Semeniv 
 (UNA Branch  269)

NJ Institute of Technology

Matthew Bach 
(UNA Branch  88)

Loyola University, MD

$200  SENIORS $175  JUNIORS

Dania Hrynewycz 
 (UNA Branch  777)

Loyola University Chicago

Grace Robinson 
 (UNA Branch  112)

Roanoke College

Melania Gluch 
 (UNA Branch  277)

Seton Hall University

Alexandra Cymbal 
 (UNA Branch 130)

Union College

Adam Godfrey 
 (UNA Branch  142)

Rider University

Nicholas Demitre 
 (UNA Branch  42)
Rutgers University

Roman Hladio 
 (UNA Branch  161)
Allegheny College

$175  JUNIORS $150  SOPHOMORES

Andrew Stelmach 
(UNA Branch  269)

Northeastern University

Lukian Tomaszewsky 
 (UNA Branch  8)

CUNY Baruch

John Poston 
 (UNA Branch  112)
University of Akron

Darius Kulchyckyj 
 (UNA Branch  83)

Franklin and Marshall College

Blake Robinson 
 (UNA Branch  112)

High Point University

Matthew Manasterski 
 (UNA Branch  120)

University of Pittsburgh

Roman Semeniv 
 (UNA Branch  269)

Fairleigh Dickinson University

$150  SOPHOMORES

Rebecca Poston 
(UNA Branch 112)

Franciscan University 
of Steubenville

Zoryana Duda 
(UNA Branch 7)  Lehigh

Bozhena Kulchyckyj 
 (UNA Branch  83)

Boston College

Otto Fisher 
(UNA Branch  234)

Elon University

Catherine Lee 
 (UNA Branch  13)

SUNY Cobleskill

Mark Kachai 
 (UNA Branch  171)
Rowan University

Juliana Paslawsky 
(UNA Branch 42)  Ramapo

College of New Jersey

$175  JUNIORS

Surf Sadowey 
 (UNA Branch  25)

Samford University

Anna Kosachevich 
 (UNA Branch  269)
New York University

Daniel Olivette 
 (UNA Branch  42)
Rutgers University

Michael Kulycky 
 (UNA Branch  465)

Marianopolis College

Maya Pankiw 
 (UNA Branch  432)

McMaster University

Abigail Matejko-Lima 
 (UNA Branch  234)
Syracuse University

Anton Pereklita 
 (UNA Branch  292)
Purdue University

$150  SOPHOMORES

Markian Tabatchouk 
 (UNA Branch  269)

Monmouth University

Kaitlen Telepko 
 (UNA Branch  234)

Seton Hall University

Paul Williams 
 (UNA Branch  37)

Wake Forest University

$125  FRESHMEN

$125  FRESHMEN

Carbon Community College
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lation with which I was deeply involved at 
the Helsinki Commission: the Belarus 
Democracy Acts of 2004 and 2006 support-
ing the Belarusian people’s fight for free-
dom and human rights. This legislation has 
relevance to this day given what is going on 
in that country right now. In the 1990s, Sen. 
Biden was a forceful proponent in encour-
aging stronger action against Serbia’s 
unconscionable aggression in Bosnia. And, 
lest we forget, he was a Senate leader in 

advocating for NATO expansion who per-
fectly understands the continued impor-
tance of this remarkable alliance.

In Joe Biden, Ukraine has a proven 
friend. The contrast between Mr. Biden and 
the current occupant of the White House 
could not be greater – not only when it 
comes to Ukraine, but to peace, security, 
democracy, human rights and the rule of 
law in Europe, Eurasia and, indeed, the 
entire world.

Orest Deychakiwsky is a member of the 
Ukrainian Americans for Biden Steering 
Committee.  

(Continued from page 7)

Joe Biden...

The global Ukrainian community and all 
peace-loving people stand shoulder to 
shoulder with the people of Ukraine in 
their pursuit for peace and prosperity.

Happy Independence Day! Glory to 
Ukraine!

Ukrainian Canadian Congress

The Ukrainian Canadian Congress 
extends warm greetings to everyone cele-
brating Ukraine’s Independence Day! 
Twenty-nine years ago, on August 24, 
1991, the Ukrainian people exercised their 
inviolable right to self-determination, and 
Ukraine was declared an independent, 
indivisible democratic state.

EDITOR’S NOTE: The following section of 
the greeting was in Ukrainian: 

Today, yet another generation of 
Ukrainian patriots is compelled to defend 

the Ukrainian state against Russia’s war of 
aggression. In a brave and dignified man-
ner, Ukrainians are defending their state, as 
well as the values of justice, democracy and 
human rights. And our community will 
continue to support their efforts.

Glory to Ukraine! Glory to the Heroes!

Ukrainian Congress Committee  
of America

On this 29th anniversary of Ukraine’s 
renewed independence, the Ukrainian 
Congress Committee of America sends its 
warmest greetings to Ukrainians through-
out the world. 

May the Lord watch over the Ukrainian 
people and grant them the strength to 
secure their sovereignty and restore their 
territorial integrity against Russia’s contin-
ued aggression. May Ukraine continue to 
possess the fortitude and wisdom to con-
tinue in their Euro-Atlantic path to true 
democracy. 

Glory to Ukraine! Glory to the Heroes!

(Continued from page 6)

Statements...

and a consciousness of their identity and 
traditions as Ukrainians. It has been the 
medium through which the Ukrainians, in 
his day a downtrodden mass of serfs on the 
lands of their Russian and Polish masters, 
have become a self-conscious group of 
patriotic citizens, willing to risk their lives 
and fortunes in pursuit of their national 
independence. More than that, Shev chen-
ko’s poetry has taught them the need for 
human brotherhood and provided with ide-
als of Ukrainian participation in the great 

company of free nations. The centenary of 
Shevchenko’s death will serve to remind his 
countrymen now behind the Iron Curtain of 
their heritage and ideals of liberty and inde-
pendence. The statue to be erected in his 
honor in 1961 will serve notice to his coun-
trymen that they are not forgotten by the 
free world.”

As the editorial of that same issue noted, 
the enacted legislation awaited President 
Dwight D. Eisenhower’s signature and a 
site was yet to be finalized. The passage of 
the resolution capped “months of uneasing 
and tireless effort and work both in 
Washington and throughout the country.” 

Among those acknowledged in the edi-
torial for their work were Sens. Javits, 
Theodore Green (D-R.I.) and Kenneth 
Keating (R-N.Y.), including their staffs, as 
well as Sens. Everett McKinley Dirksen 
(R-Ill.), Thomas J. Dodd (D-Conn.), Henry 
Styles Bridges (R-N.H.) and their staffs. 

“The passage of the bill on Shevchenko’s 
statue is undoubtedly one of the great and 
important accomplishments of the 
Ukrainian American community,” the edito-
rial noted. “It opens the way now for an 
unprecedented Shevchenko Centennial next 
year. This task rests now with the Shevchen-
ko Centennial Committee, especially orga-
nized to prepare a dignified centennial 
observance of Taras Shevchenko’s death in 
1961. … It is now the duty and task of our 
people to present the finest Shevchenko 
Centennial that we are capable of and which 
Shevchenko so richly deserves.” 

The Shevchenko monument – which 
was officially unveiled on June 27, 1964, on 
the 150th anniversary of the great bard’s 
birth – has served as a meeting place for 
Ukrainian events, concerts, protests, rallies 
and commemorations in the nation’s capi-
tal. The monument grounds are main-
tained by the National Parks Service.

Source: “Senate says ‘aye’ on Shevchenko 
monument, Senator Javits makes a state
ment,” The Ukrainian Weekly, September 13, 
1960.

(Continued from page 6)
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shows it was hit by two missiles 25 seconds 
apart and that those on board were still 
alive after the first strike. The announce-
ment by the head of Iran’s Civil Aviation 
Organization on August 23 marks the first 
official report on the contents of the cockpit 
voice and data recordings, which were sent 
to France for reading in July. Tehran has 
said it accidentally shot down Ukraine 
International Airlines Flight 752 on January 
8, at a time of tension with the United 

States. All 176 people aboard the plane 
were killed. “Nineteen seconds after the 
first missile hit the plane, the voices of 
pilots inside the cockpit indicated that the 
passengers were alive... 25 seconds later, 
the second missile hit the plane,” Touraj 
Dehghani-Zanganeh was cited as saying by 
state television. Iran has been in talks with 
Ukraine, Canada and other nations that had 
citizens aboard the downed plane and who 
have demanded a thorough investigation 
into the incident. “The data analysis from 
the black boxes should not be politicized,” 
Mr. Zanganeh said. Iran’s Revolution ary 
Guards Corps shot down the flight with 

ground-to-air missiles just after the plane 
took off from Tehran, in what Iran later 
acknowledged as a “disastrous mistake” by 
forces on high alert during heightened ten-
sions with the United States. Iranian and 
Ukrainian officials have held talks on com-
pensation for families of the victims. Another 
round of talks is set for October. (RFE/RL, 
based on reporting by AP and Reuters)

Ukraine closes border to foreigners 

The Cabinet of Ministers has decided to 
close Ukraine’s borders to foreigners until 
the end of September. The decision was 
made at a government meeting on August 
25. According to Internal Affairs Minister 
Arsen Avakov, it is proposed to refuse entry 
into Ukraine for foreigners, except for per-
sons who transit Ukraine and have docu-
ments confirming their departure within 
two days; persons who study at Ukraine’s 
educational institutions; those who serve in 
the Ukrainian Armed Forces; persons who 
permanently reside in Ukraine and have a 
relevant certificate; refugees or persons in 
need of additional protection; employees of 
diplomatic missions and consular institu-
tions of foreign states; representations of 
official international missions; organiza-
tions accredited in Ukraine and members 
of their families; or those who come to 
Ukraine at the invitation of the Ukrainian 
Foreign Affairs Ministry. As well, Mr. Avakov 
said, entry will allowed for persons who 
are instructors of the armed forces of NATO 
member states and states participating in 
the Partnership for Peace program, persons 
who train Ukrainian Armed Forces service-
men or arrive in Ukraine at the invitation of 
the Ukrainian Defense Ministry; cultural 
figures who arrive in the country at the 
invitation of cultural institutions together 
with an accompanying person; those who 
come to participate in official sports com-
petitions held in Ukraine, and their accom-

panying persons; persons who transport 
stem cells for transplantation; and those 
who come for treatment to Ukraine’s health 
care facilities. According to Prime Minister 
Denys Shmyhal, the restrictions and are in 
force from August 29 to September 28. As 
of August 26, Ukraine reported 110,085 
laboratory-confirmed COVID-19 cases, 
including 1,670 new cases recorded over 
the past 24 hours. According to data pro-
vided by the coronavirus epidemic moni-
toring system of the National Security and 
Defense Council of Ukraine, 36 deaths and 
584 recoveries were reported over the past 
24 hours. Overall, Ukraine has confirmed 
2,354 deaths and 53,454 recoveries since 
the start of the pandemic. (Ukrinfrom)

Tymoshenko tests positive for coronavirus

Former Ukrainian Prime Minister Yulia 
Tymoshenko has tested positive for the 
coronavirus and is in serious condition with 
a fever, her party’s spokeswoman said on 
August 23. Marina Soroka, a spokeswoman 
for the Batkivshchyna Party, confirmed that 
the 59-year-old Ms. Tymoshen ko is ill, say-
ing on Facebook, “Yes, unfortunately, it’s 
correct.” She added that Ms. Tymoshenko is 
“fighting” with a temperature of 102.2 
degrees, but did not say whether she had 
been hospitalized. Ms. Tymoshen ko is the 
first high-profile Ukrainian politician 
known to have contracted COVID-19. Ms. 
Tymoshenko rose to prominence as co-
leader of Ukraine’s Orange Revolution in 
2004 amid widespread protests against 
corruption and election rigging. She ran for 
president in 2010, losing to Russian-backed 
Viktor Yanukovych, and was imprisoned 
from 2011 to 2014 on abuse-of-office 
charges that the international community 
widely condemned as politically motivated. 
She was freed from prison in early 2014 

(Continued on page 15)
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It is with great sorrow that we announce the passing into eternity 
of our beloved father, husband, grandfather, brother, 

brother-in-law, uncle and great-uncle,

Ihor Michael Bak-Boychuk
on Friday afternoon, May 29, 2020, in Rancho Palos Verdes, CA,

 at the age of 81.

Born on January 9, 1939, in Ukraine, he was the son of Theophil 
and Julianna Bak-Boychuk of blessed memory.

Michael is survived by his wife of 56 years, Luba, and children:
- Nadya Pantoja, widow of Juan, with daughters Lily and Alexandra
- Gregory with wife Christy and children Enzo and Sophia
- Andrew with children Nicholas and Charlotte
- Laura Steuch with husband Michael and children Helena and Erik

sister Maria Rakowsky and sons:
- Ademar
- Alexander with wife Alexandra and children So� a, Luke, Bohdan,

       Ilya, Madelyn, Theresa and Evangeline

sister-in-law Christine Bak-Boychuk and sons:
- Peter
- George with wife Alexandra and son Nicholas

Michael was predeceased by his brother, Oleh, and sister, Oksana.

Michael was laid to rest at Green Hills Memorial Park in Rancho Palos 
Verdes, with a view to the left of the bridge he took to his Long Beach 
law o�  ce for over 40 years, and a view to the right of the beautiful Palos 
Verdes hill where he raised his family.  Michael was a devoted husband 
and father, and he spent the majority of his life enjoying the California 
climate and Paci� c Ocean with his family and sailboat.

May his memory be eternal

“� e memory of a good person 
is a blessing.” (Proverbs 10:7)
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after Mr. Yanukovych was toppled in a pop-
ular uprising that put Ukraine on a path 
toward closer ties with the European Union 
and the United States. (RFE/RL, based on 
reporting by Reuters and DPA)

Zelenskyy comments on Ukraine and EU

European leaders must clearly declare 
the conditions for Ukraine to gain full mem-
bership in the European Union, President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy said in an interview 
published on August 25. “I believe that an 
understandable position of Europe towards 
Ukraine is very important for Ukrainians 
And I asked many European leaders this 
question: what do you want Ukrainians to 
do, step by step, to become an EU member?” 
the head of state told the Euronews televi-

sion channel. According to Mr. Zelens kyy, 
after receiving a specific list of steps, it will 
be clear what needs to be done and how 
long it will take for Ukraine’s European inte-
gration. “Both Ukraine and Europe should 
have an understanding of what we need 
now. It seems to me that we just need to 
make the kind of country that Europe really 
wants, but Ukraine must decide,” the presi-
dent said. In his opinion, despite the fact that 
not all EU countries want to see Ukraine in 
the EU, the European Union as a whole 
wants Ukraine to be a partner and have 
membership. Mr. Zelenskyy said that the 
countries of Europe and the EU support 
Ukraine and stand firm on protecting its ter-
ritorial integrity and sovereignty. “We see 
how Europe acts with sanctions today, how 
it supports us, losing money due to sanc-
tions against the Russian Federation. I am 
grateful to them for that,” he stated. 
(Interfax-Ukraine)

(Continued from page 14)
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With deep sorrow we share 

the sad news of the passing of our beloved 
daughter, wife, sister, aunt, niece and cousin

Marta Kolomayets-Yanevsky
born April 6, 1959, in Chicago, Illinois
died August 16, 2020, in Kyiv, Ukraine

Journalist, Director of the Fulbright Program in Ukraine, a member of the 
Pershi Stezhi sorority of Plast, an American and Ukrainian patriot, who 
deeply loved the country of her birth and the homeland of her parents and 

grandparents, a true friend and admired colleague to many all over the world.
Left in profound grief are:

mother  - Lubomyra
husband - Danylo Yanevsky

with son Alexander and his wife Emma and children Sam, 
      Yasya and Solya 
and son George with his family

brother - Andrew with his wife Zoriana and children Damyan, 
 Mariana, Inessa, and Maksym
uncle - Oleh and aunt Ivanka Karawan

with daughter Tania and her husband Roman Kuropas and 
      children Maxym, Katya, Zoriana and Isabella

and son Greg with his wife Adriana and their children Nicholas, 
      Alexander, and Julianna

aunt - Alexandra Kolomayets
with daughter Tamara and her husband Michael Ampulski and 
      son Adam with his family
and daughter Taisa and her husband Robert Ampulski with 
      children Viktor and Valentina

and members of the Kolomayets, Yanevsky, Karawan, Remeniuk, 
Vasilenko and Karpiuk families in the United States, Ukraine and 
Australia.

The funeral was held on August 22, 2020, at the Patriarchal Cathedral 
of the Resurrection of Christ in Kyiv, Ukraine.

Donations in Marta’s memory can be made to:

• Patriarchal Cathedral of the Resurrection of Christ 
  (https://sobor.ugcc.church/donate/)
• Ukrainian Catholic Education Foundation (https://ucef.org/donate/)
• Ukrainian Women’s Fund (https://www.uwf.org.ua/en/donate)

With a heavy and saddened heart
 we inform family and friends near and far,

that on Tuesday, August 18, 2020, at the age of 81
our dearest HUSBAND, FATHER, GRANDFATHER, 

BROTHER-IN-LAW, COUSIN AND UNCLE

WOLODYMYR BORIS RUDAKEWYCZ
fell asleep into the hands of our Lord Jesus Christ 

after a short, but serious illness. 

He was born June 1, 1939, in Ternopil, Ukraine.

He leaves a grief-stricken family:
wife   - Daria (née Bubniak)
daughters  - Christine
   - Lydia with husband David Clay
sister-in-law  - Irena with husband Michael Wolek with family
cousin   - Irena Kolodij
nieces and nephews:
   - Salewycz family
   - Kolodij-Woch family
   - Kolodij-Pogoda family
   - Krawczeniuk family
granddaughters - Laryssa and Kaitlyn Clay

Parastas took place on Friday, August 21, 2020, at Bizub-Quinlan 
Funeral Home, Clifton, NJ

The Funeral liturgy took place on Saturday, August 22, 2020, at St. 
Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church, Passiac, NJ. Interment followed at 
St. Michael’s Cemetery, South Hackensack, NJ.

May his memory be eternal.

passed away peacefully in his ninety-ninth year of life. 
He was born on October 30, 1921 in Bohatkivtsi, Ukraine. 

Dr. Farion � nished medical school in 1950 in Munich, Germany. He 
was a devoted doctor, who practiced medicine for 50 years starting in 
Munich, 5 years in NYC and then in Cleveland, Ohio.  He was an active 
member of the Ukrainian Medical Association of North America, and a 
lifelong supporter of the church and school of St. Josaphat Ukrainian 
Catholic Cathedral in Parma, Ohio.  

Dr. Farion was the loving father of George, Roma (Thomas Villano), 
Anya (Frank Keeley), Iryna (Ihor Mahlay) and Marko (Christine Lash-
Farion); cherished grandfather of Dominick, Danylko, Katya, Andrij, 
Oksana, Lesia, Orest, Damyan, Lina, Marko and great-grandfather of 
Jacob, Emilia and Taissa;  

Funeral Services took place Friday, August 28, at St. Josaphat Cathedral, 
followed by interment at St. Andrew Cemetery, Parma, OH.

May his memory be eternal.

In lieu of � owers, family suggests contributions to St. Josaphat 
Cathedral, Ukrainian Museum-Archives of Cleveland or St. Vladimir 
Orphanage Fund. www.kolodiy-lazuta.com

With deep sorrow we announce that 

Dmytro Farion MD
(10/30/1921-08/21/2020)

son of the late Stefan and Anna,
beloved husband of the late Maria née Cybyk,

dearest brother of the late Maria and Ivan, 

He leaves behind: 

wife - Irene 
daughter - Marta Jacks with husband Glenn and grandson Mattei
son - Andrey with wife Valerie
daughter - Olha Bej with husband Eugene and children 

     Christiana, Michael, Katherine, and Adriana
as well as extended family, and friends in Plast, Ridna Shkola, 

the Ukrainian American Veterans, and other Ukrainian Catholic 
and cultural organizations in Ukraine and the diaspora in which he 
played an active, lifelong role.

Funeral liturgy was held at Saint Josaphat Ukrainian Catholic Church 
in Warren, Michigan. Interment was at the Great Lakes National 
Cemetery in Holly, Michigan.

May his memory be eternal.

With deep sadness, we announce
 the death on June 11, 2020, of our 

beloved husband, father, and grandfather,

MIROSLAW PRYJMA
born in Ukraine on August 21, 1928.  
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U.S. Ukrainian Catholics assist western Ukraine with flood relief

by the Rev. John M. Fields

PHILADELPHIA – The Pennsylvania 
anthracite coal region town of Shenandoah 
is some 4,550 miles, as the crow flies, from 
the city of Lviv, in western Ukraine. And 
Philadelphia, the City of Brotherly Love, is 
some 4,750 miles from Kyiv, the capital city 
of Ukraine. Yet despite time and distance, 
these towns and cities have a unique rela-
tionship, which has its beginning in the lat-
ter half of the 19th century.

As immigrants from Eastern Europe 
came to the United States in the 1880s, a 
large number of Ukrainians settled in the 
northeastern Pennsylvania coal region. In 
the Schuylkill County town of Shenandoah, 
these new arrivals to America established 
in 1884 the first Eastern Catholic Church in 
the United States. From this Ukrainian 
Greek-Catholic parish, the Church experi-
enced rapid growth as more immigrants 
from Ukraine arrived and, with the arrival 
of Bishop Soter Ortynsky in 1907, Philadel-
phia became the home of this developing 
Church.

Today, with an archeparchy and three 
suffragan eparchies, the Ukrainian Catholic 
Metropolitan Church spans the United 
States “from sea to shining sea.”

Since those early years, the Church 
became home to successive waves of new 
immigrants during the past 140 years. And 
a special relationship and concern for the 
motherland has been nurtured and main-
tained by Ukrainian Americans living in the 
United States.

When tragic flooding occurred in west-
ern Ukraine this past June 22-24, the 
Ukrainian Catholic Archep archy of Philadel-
phia quickly responded to assist their 
brothers and sisters in need during this 
natural disaster.

The floods in western Ukraine and the 
foothills of the Carpathian Mountains 
resulted in devastating and deadly flooding 
in the areas of Ivano-Frankivsk, Chernivtsi, 
Lviv and Ternopil. Over 300 villages and 
towns have suffered from flooding in these 
four western regions alone cutting off gas 
supplies for about 10,000 people. At least 
three people were killed in the Ivano-
Frankivsk region as a result of the natural 
disaster.

Ukraine, suffering from the ongoing war 
in the east with Russia and coping with the 
worldwide coronavirus pandemic, was 
now confronted with providing emergency 
relief, including food, water and shelter for 
the thousands of homeless people who 
have experienced the loss of their houses 
and their livelihood.

Bishop Andriy Rabiy, auxiliary bishop of 
the Philadelphia Archeparchy was desig-
nated by Metropolitan-Archbishop Borys 

Gudziak to coordinate fund-raising efforts 
in the United States to provide for basic 
human needs for the thousands affected by 
the floods.

Ukrainian Internal Affairs Minister 
Arsen Avakov says the floods in western 
Ukraine have completely destroyed 22,000 
homesteads and flooded 5,000 houses. “I 
just want to mention a whopping figure – I 
want you to think about it: 22,000 house-
hold plots, vegetable gardens and orchards 
in four regions have been destroyed,” he 
said in a televised interview. Over 25,000 
acres of agricultural land were underwater, 
destroying this year’s crops.

At least 5,000 wells that provided drink-
ing water were flooded. Because of inaces-
sibility due to the flooding, rescue workers 
of the State Emergency Service had to 
deliver fresh water and basic necessities to 
the residents by helicopter.

More than 450 miles of roads and 360 
bridges have been damaged, making all 
recovery efforts extremely difficult. Dams, 
bridges, dikes and roads had been washed 
away within the Ivano-Frankivsk, Lviv and 
Chernivtsi areas. Gas and electric power 
lines have been damaged or destroyed in 
many areas.

In their Appeal Letter to the Clergy, 
Religious and Faithful of the Philadelphia 
Archeparchy dated June 26, Metropolitan 
Borys and Bishop Andriy wrote to the faith-
ful: “This is the time when our brothers and 
sisters in Ukraine need help. Patriarch 
Sviatoslav has sent a letter of appeal asking 
us, ‘to show Christian solidarity and social 
service, so that those who are suffering might 
receive assistance as soon as possible.’” 

In an overwhelming response to the 
appeal, $136,875 has already been raised 

from the churches of the Philadelphia 
Metropolia. Of this amount, $46,875 is from 
the online Facebook fund-raising appeal, 
representing donations from 27 states, four 
Canadian provinces and 13 other countries, 
and $53,824 from individuals and organi-
zations. The Philadelphia Archeparchy’s 
parishes collected $36,176 during a special 
collection that was taken up in the church-
es in early July.

Bishop Andriy, grateful for the generous 
response, commented: “For over 140 years, 
waves of Ukrainian immigrants came to the 
United States. But no matter when they 
came, they remembered their roots, their 
culture, family and who they are. They 
always supported their relatives, especially 
in time of need.”

“We have already distributed $120,000 
to Ivano-Frankivsk Archeparchy, Chernivtsi 
Eparchy and Kolomyia Eparchy,” Bishop 
Andriy said.

“The first disbursement of $25,000 to 
each of the eparchies was for basic necessi-
ties: food, water, building supplies. The sec-
ond traunch of $15,000 to each of the epar-
chies was for helping the neediest people – 
families with children, retired people, those 
that are handicapped and disabled. Those 
in the most need are assisted with building 
supplies, food, furniture, mattresses, dia-
pers, home appliances,” Bishop Andriy con-
tinued.

“Over 1,600 food packages, over 400 
cleaning supplies and personal hygiene 
items, several tons of cement, flooring, 
building supplies, furniture, mattresses, 
over 125 bedding sets were distributed in 
all three eparchies,” 

“Help is provided to all who are in need, 
religious affiliation is disregarded; priority 
is given to handicapped, very poor, elderly, 
poor large families with kids,” Bishop 
Andriy noted.

“Presently, the flood relief services have 

compiled a database of families in need. For 
example, Ivano-Frankivsk Caritas has 238 
families in grave need. They chose 50 fami-
lies in greatest need and they will spend 
15K that we sent to buy for them what they 
need – building supplies, food, appliances, 
furniture, bedding, etc. – and help them to 
fix their homes for winter. Similar cases of 
need exist in the other two eparchies. This 
is why the more money we can transfer 
over to them, the more families will be 
assisted,” Bishop Andriy explained. “There 
is very little or no help received from the 
government. People really appreciate help 
they get from Caritas and our contribu-
tions, and are amazed how quickly they 
receive what they need.”

Bishop Andriy compared the relief effort 
to the miracle of the fishes and the loaves: 
“In the Gospel, we hear the story of how 
Jesus multiplied the fishes and the loaves. 
He took five loaves and two fish, blessed, 
multiplied this small offering and fed over 
5,000 people. So it is with us. What we offer, 
Our Lord will bless and multiply to provide 
for the needs of those suffering from the 
destruction of this tragic flood. Your gener-
ous support will make a big difference in 
the lives of our brothers and sisters in need. 
Thank you to each and every one of you for 
your contribution to this flood relief effort. 
We are most grateful and appreciative of 
your sacrificial giving.”

Donations, in whatever amount – no 
donation is too large or too small – may be 
sent to: Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of 
Philadelphia, 810 N. Franklin St . , 
Philadelphia, PA. 19123-2005. Readers may 
view updates and make donations on the 
Philadelphia Archeparchial Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/donate/3317 
83401165290/.

Fund-raising tops $136,875

Auxiliary Bishop Andriy Rabiy, desig-
nated by Metropolitan-Archbishop 
Borys Gudziak, has been the coordinator 
of fund-raising efforts to help people in 
flood-ravaged areas of western Ukraine.

Caritas distributes aid in Ivano-Frankivsk, Ukraine.

Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of Philadelphia

thank and bow to all veterans and volun-
teers during their walk along the 
Khreshchatyk.

And our military equipment is in the 
east today. And I’m sure that’s the way it 
should be. Because tanks, armored person-
nel carriers, planes are not an attraction for 
Kyiv residents and guests of the capital. In a 
country that defends its sovereignty with 
weapons in its hands, equipment should be 
not in peaceful Kyiv, but on the frontline. 
Where it is needed now. And that is the 

only way it should be if we respect our own 
army.

And we will definitely have a parade in 
the future. A Ukrainian victory parade. 
When we bring back all our people and all 
our territories, when there is lasting peace 
on our land, we will make a big parade of 
all our troops and equipment. A parade 
after which no one will even think of 
undermining peace in Ukraine, encroach-
ing on its freedom and independence.

Dear Ukrainians!
I always call on all of us to be united.
I believe that it cannot be otherwise. You 

know, I recently caught myself thinking – 
we have a lot in common and there is unity 

even in our contradictions.
We are different, but equal. We are dif-

ferent, but we are kindred.
We speak different languages to under-

stand each other without words.
We are of different faiths, but we all 

believe in Ukraine.
They wanted to divide us, and we multi-

ply despite.
We are not angels. But hell doesn’t 

belong here.
We want silence that all of Ukraine will 

hear!
We are from the area where we do care.
We stand our ground because we are 

moving forward.

We can sometimes drink a bit “bitter”, 
when it is not sweet in the soul.

We smile about sad things. We cry with 
joy.

Our “Mriya” flies to the sky so that God 
can see our dream.

We put the right hand to the heart to 
overcome the problems with the left one. 
We are Ukrainians. Look in the mirror and 
you will see all of us there.

This is us. Independent. But it all 
depends on us.

Congratulations to you, fellow country-
men!

Happy Independence Day of Ukraine!
Glory to Ukraine!

(Continued from page 4)

President...
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UOL holds 73rd annual convention online
 UOC of U.S.A.

SOUTH BOUND BROOK, N.J. – Members 
of the Ukrainian Orthodox League (UOL) of 
the U.S.A. gathered via teleconference for its 
annual convention on July 25 that was held 
via Zoom. This was the 73rd annual con-
vention for the Senior UOL and the 59th 
annual convention for the Junior UOL. Plans 
to gather in the Philadelphia area for this 
event were cancelled in the spring due to 
COVID-19 concerns.

Senior UOL President Karen Ferraro 
welcomed the approximately 60 attendees 
to the abbreviated single-day virtual event 
that included combined senior/junior, 
junior- and senior-only sessions. The UOL 
was honored to have both Metropolitan 
Antony and Archbishop Daniel present for 
the entire day, from 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Along with conducting the normal busi-
ness of the convention, the entire conven-
tion body listened intently to the hierarchal 
address by Metropolitan Antony, whose 
words of love and hope inspired all. 

While the Juniors went off to their own 
business session, led by Junior President 
Alexis Naumenko, the seniors discussed the 
details of the 2019-2020 Financial Report 
and the proposed 2020-2021 UOL budget, 
impacted by the lack of an in-person con-
vention and the benefit of the fund-raising 
normally done by the host chapter.

 Josh Oryhon, camp manager of All 
Saints Camp (ASC) in Emlenton, Pa., gave a 
detailed report on the positive steps taken 
to provide virtual camp experiences to 
youth this summer. ASC continues its capi-
tal campaign and the UOL is committed to 
making a significant contribution this year 
toward its over all $25,000 pledge.

In the afternoon, the Junior UOL was 
honored to have the Rev. Moses Berry 
speak on the topic “Understanding Today’s 
Racial Injustice Matters from an Orthodox 
Perspective.” The Rev. Moses’ talk can be 
viewed on the UOL’s Facebook page (www.
facebook.com/uolusa). 

The Senior UOL presented a check for 
more than $10,000 to St. Andrew Ukrainian 
Orthodox Society with proceeds from the 
2020 Souper Bowl Sunday fundraiser (on 
Super Bowl Sunday), held by 20 parishes 
across the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of 
the U.S.A. 

Protodeacon Ihor Mahlay spoke of 
recent donations from St. Andrew Society 
to flood victims in western Ukraine.

The annual UOL Essay Contest had 67 
entries this year, compared with 121 last 
year, with the change relating to the cancel-
ling of in-person Church School classes. For 
the first time, an international entry was 
received from Romania, highlighting the 
reach of social media. Winners were 
awarded laminated icons, which will be 
mailed to them. 

Presentation of awards

The Very Rev. Stephen Hallick-Holutiak 
Senior Recognition Award was presented 
to Michael Nakonachny from Parma, Ohio. 
This award, originally named Orthodox of 
the Year, was given to Mr. Nakonachny in 
recognition of his work as chairman of the 
2019 UOL Convention at ASC and his con-
tinued devotion to and support of the camp.

The Metropolitan J. Baran Achievement 
Award was presented to Natalie Kapeluck 
Nixon from Carnegie, Pa., for outstanding 
service to the youth of the UOC of U.S.A. Ms. 
Kapeluck Nixon, the national youth director 
for the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the 
U.S.A., was presented this award for the 
innovative daily ministry she set up at the 
national level for three different age groups 
in a virtual format in the midst of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

The 2020 Senior Chapter of the Year was 
awarded to Ss. Peter and Paul UOL Chapter 
in Youngstown, Ohio. This chapter raised 
over $22,000 for its parish in the past 12 
months. It sponsored five free community 
dinners for the needy and cleaned/updated 
the church hall’s kitchen in preparation for 
the parish’s centennial celebration.

The Very Rev. Volodymyr Bukata Award 
is presented to a Junior UOL member who 
has done outstanding work toward accom-
plishing the goals and aims of the UOL on a 
national, regional, chapter, or local church 
level. This year’s winner was Natalia 
Novicky, from Youngstown, who has been a 
great role model and leader for members of 
her local Junior chapter and served as pres-
ident this year. She worked hard to achieve 
the goals of service to the parish, communi-
ty and the Church. 

The Philadelphia Junior Chapter was 
awarded Junior Chapter of the Year honors. 
Among its achievements were donations of 
more than $1,500 to charity, collecting arts 
and crafts supplies for orphanages in 
Ukraine, and collecting 600 pounds of food 
for a Philadelphia food bank. In the past 
few months, the chapter’s members have 
spent countless hours packing up and haul-
ing food for multiple pop-up food pantries 
sponsored by their home parish, St. 
Vladimir Cathedral in Philadelphia.

The UOL awarded over $13,000 in schol-
arships through the Lynn Sawchuk-Sharon 

Kuzbyt (LSSK) Memorial Scholarship fund. 
This year’s recipients were Ms. Novicky 
from Youngstown, Ms. Naumenko from 
Philadelphia and Dennis Hrytsay from 
Philadelphia.

The UOL presented $6,000 from the 
Metropolitan John Scholarship Fund to St. 
Sophia Ukrainian Orthodox Theological 
Seminary’s full-time students: Subdeacons 
Mykola Zomchak, Ihor Protsak, Yaroslav 
Bilohan and Myroslav Mykytyuk; 
Seminarians Pavlo Vysotskyi, Andrii 
Vatrych and Maksym Zhuravchyk. 
Scholarship funds were also presented to 
part-time students Subdeacon Volodymyr 
Pichkurov, Deacon Evan O’Neil, Subdeacon 
John Cummings, James Cummings, Emrys 
Tennessen, Matthew Veith, Aaron Holloway, 
Blake Davenport and Dmitri Medrick.

Election results

Re-elected to lead the Senior UOL was 
President Karen Ferraro of Philadelphia. 
Also elected were: First Vice-President Oleh 
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A view of the Ukrainian Orthodox League’s convention held via Zoom.

NAPLES, Fla. – Ukrainians in Naples, Fla., set aside masks and social distancing just 
long enough to take a group photo while celebrating Ukrainian Independence Day on 
the evening of August 24 at Tartine and Tartelette Restaurant. Owners Halyna Nester 
and Sergiy Horyslavsky, who is the executive chef, prepared a delicious array of clas-
sic Ukrainian dishes. A good time was had by all with singing of the Ukrainian anthem 
and many versions of “Mnohaya Lita.”

– Natalie Santarsiero

Joanie Nazar

Ukrainians in Naples gather 
for Independence Day event

TROY, N.Y. – Despite the uncertainty and wariness about public gatherings that 
accompanies today’s COVID-19 environment, New York Capital District residents 
assembled at Taras Shevchenko Place in Troy, N.Y., for a flag-raising ceremony mark-
ing Ukraine’s 29th Independence Day. Under a bright and sunny sky, Father Mykhailo 
Myschuk, pastor of St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church in Watervliet, N.Y., read a 
prayer for the Ukrainian Nation by Metropolitan Archbishop Andrey Sheptytsky, leader 
of the Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church in 1901-1944. Everyone joined together to sing 
Ukraine’s national anthem as the flag was raised. On this special day of joyous remem-
brance, the simple act of people gathering together to recall the many decades of trials 
and tribulations by tens of thousands who sacrificed to build the nation-state of Ukraine 
provided comfort and hope to Ukrainians as they boldly face the future.

– Gerald Tysiak

New York’s Capital District marks  
Ukraine’s Independence Day

(Continued on page 19)
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September 2-7 Labor Day Week, Soyuzivka Heritage Center,
Kerhonkson, NY www.soyuzivka.com

September 6-13 Online fund-raiser, “Make a Donation – Get a Gift,” with 
Online artwork by Adrianna Tytla Henkels, Ukrainian Educational
 and Cultural Center, www.ueccphila.org

September 9 Online presentation by Michael Andrec, “Disease and 
Online Death in the 19th Century Galicia,” Nashi Predky Family 
 History Group, Ukrainian History and Education Center, 
 www.ukrhec.org
 
September 10 Online seminar, “Experiencing Worship Series: The
Online New Liturgical Year,” Ukrainian Orthodox League, 
 www.uolofusa.org

September 12 22nd annual Chicago Plast Golf Classic, Pobratymy
Hoffman Estates, IL  Foundation, Hilldale Golf Course, RSaldan@Comcast.net 
 or www.PobratymyFoundation.com 

September 12 37th annual golf tournament, The Meadows Golf and 
Ottawa Country Club, 613-599-5310 or merizok@hotmail.com

September 12 Online concert, “Preview of the 2020-2021 Season,”
Online Ukrainian Institute of America, www.ukrainianinstitute.org 

September 12-13 Film screening, “Hutsulka Ksenya,” Ukrainian Educational 
Jenkintown, PA and Cultural Center, www.ueccphila.org 
 (registration required)

September 20 Outdoor concert, “Picnic in the Park,” Ukrainian 
Jenkintown, PA Educational and Cultural Center, www.ueccphila.org 
 (bring your own picnic)

September 20 Online children’s doll workshop “Lialka Motanka,” with 
Online instruction by Oksana Pasakas, Ukrainian History and 
 Education Center, www.ukrhec.org

September 20-27 Online jewelry sale, Ukrainian necklaces by Olenka 
Online Labunka, Ukrainian Educational and Cultural Center, 
 www.ueccphila.org

September 18-21 All Saints Camp for Adults, Ukrainian Orthodox Church
Online of the U.S.A. – Office of Youth and Young Adult 
 Ministry, www.uocyouth.org

September 26 Pig roast, Syracuse Ukrainian National Home, 
Syracuse, NY 315-478-9272 or events@syrucc.org

September 26 Bread-making masterclass, Ukrainian Educational and
Jenkintown, PA Cultural Center, www.ueccphila.org (registration required)

September 26 Virtual Arts Fund-Raising Gala, Ukrainian Institute of 
Online Modern Art, www.uima-chicago.org or
 ulyana@uima-chicago.org

Entries in “Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to events 
advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome submissions 
from all our readers. Items will be published at the discretion of the editors 
and as space allows. Please send e-mail to mdubas@ukrweekly.com.

Minister Dmytro Kuleba’s calls to revise or 
replace the Minsk agreements; failure to 
disavow such calls would signify Ukraine’s 
withdrawal from the Minsk and Normandy 
negotiations. Mr. Kozak admitted to a wish 
“at some point to slam my fist on the table” 
(TASS, July 9, 10; see EDM, July 15).

On July 10, Russia’s Foreign Affairs 
Minister Sergei Lavrov announced that Mr. 
Kozak demarched his Normandy counter-
parts with a letter of complaints against 
Ukraine. On that same day, President 
Vladimir Putin convened a special session 
of Russia’s Security Council and expressed 
“disappointment” with Kyiv’s negotiating 
positions. The key complaint was Ukraine’s 
reneging on the December 2019 Paris 
Normandy summit’s decisions – a clear 
warning that another summit would be 
denied (TASS, July 10). On July 12, Kremlin 
spokesperson Dmitry Peskov insinuated 
that a “hot phase” might ensue in Ukraine’s 
east (TASS, July 12; see EDM, July 15).

This elaborate political theater seems to 
have impressed Mr. Zelenskyy. Apparently, 
he attempted to contact Mr. Putin by tele-
phone, as may be deduced from Mr. 
Peskov’s retort on June 20: Mr. Zelenskyy 
must comply with the Minsk agreements, 
“and it is absolutely unnecessary to make a 
phone call to Vladimir Vladimirovich 
[Putin] for this” (TASS, July 20).

On July 21, TASS cited the Donetsk 
authorities to the effect that Ukraine has 
thus far failed to sign the additional cease-
fire agreement that would confer de facto 
recognition (“subektnost”) to the parties to 
the ceasefire (i.e., Donetsk and Luhansk) 
(TASS, Donetskoye Agentstvo Novostey, 
July 21).

That same day, Mr. Zelenskyy caved 
again (not gratis either, but for the price of 
a summit, as he apparently believed): “We 

await an early date for a Normandy sum-
mit; we have the consent of the German 
and the French sides, and Russia is not 
against it either. Tomorrow [July 22], we 
are signing the ceasefire agreement in 
Minsk” (Ukrinform, July 21). “No basis for a 
Normandy summit,” Mr. Peskov instantly 
replied (Interfax, July 21).

Mr. Zelenskyy turned out to be equally 
mistaken about German and French readi-
ness for a summit. Notwithstanding, he 
instructed his plenipotentiary representa-
tive, former President Kuchma, to sign the 
new ceasefire agreement ex aequo with the 
“certain areas of the Donetsk and Luhansk 
regions [acronym: ORDLO].”

On July 22, Russia’s plenipotentiary to 
the Minsk Contact Group, Mr. Gryzlov, com-
plimented the Ukrainian side for “finding at 
last within itself the courage to agree with 
those [additional] ceasefire measures that 
ORDLO’s representatives had all along pro-
posed – the ceasefire measures between 
Kyiv and the Donbas. …Only thanks to 
Dmitry Kozak’s firm intervention (vmesha-
telstvo) in the Contact Group’s work did 
this success become possible” (TASS, July 
22). And on July 23, Russian Foreign Affairs 
Ministry spokesperson Maria Zakharova 
praised the signing of the agreement “as a 
result of direct dialogue between Kyiv and 
ORDLO, mediated by Russia and the OSCE” 
(TASS, July 23).

The circumvention of the Normandy 
forum and the shift of the main action to 
the Minsk Contact Group achieved this 
result for Russia. Capping the process, Mr. 
Peskov explained that Russia “can in no 
way ensure compliance with the ceasefire 
measures by ORDLO, since Russia is not a 
party to this internal conflict in Ukraine” 
(TASS, July 27).

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 2)

Quasi-recognition...

If you lose, don’t worry about it. If you win, 
pay me back and keep the rest.” Well, I won. 
I paid back my $100 stake, pocketed $170 
and quit. The next day, Marta told me a pub-
lisher of children’s books in Kyiv, Ivan 
Malkovych was looking to publish a new one 
and needed $1,000. She was helping him 
raise the money. I gave her the money from 
what I considered ill-gotten gains and the 
book was published, listing my son – then 2 
years old – as a benefactor. Malkovych went 
on to publish many other books, including 
the Ukrainian translation of the Harry Potter 
series, scooping Russian publishers.

That was Marta – supporting Ukrainian 
culture, not just with words but with prac-
tical deeds, putting her arm on friends who 
had a few dollars to spare. Upon Marta’s 
passing last week, Mr. Malkovych wrote: 
“She was one of the most brilliant people 
I’ve ever known.” Her loss, he said, creates 
“an irreversible vacuum… Marta had the 
informal gift of both befriending and then 
linking people from different continents, 
enveloping them with her concerted atten-
tion.” 

Over the years in Kyiv, Marta and Danylo 
collected works of contemporary Ukrainian 
artists, attended cultural events and social-
ized with leading figures throughout 
Ukraine – in politics, journalism, the arts. 
Marta curated an exhibit of her father, 
Anatole Kolomayets’ paintings, arranged 
for her grandfather’s Holodomor memoir 
to be published and distributed, organized 
an exhibit on “Women of the Maidan” and 
so many other projects. 

And, above all, Marta as director of the 

Fulbright Program for Ukraine for the last 
eight years, mentored, guided and encour-
aged people to pursue their dreams and 
aspirations in service of Ukraine. My son 
Michael was a Fulbrighter in Kyiv in 2012-
2013 studying Ukrainian political systems. 
Today he continues that interest with a for-
eign policy job in Washington focusing on 
the former Soviet states. My niece Zoe 
Ripecky was a Fulbrighter in Kyiv in 2016 
studying the aspects of Ukraine’s energy 
policy. She’s now at Duke University pursu-
ing a graduate degree in the same issue. 
When they were in Kyiv, Marta was a con-
stant presence, treating them no differently 
than she did the others who passed into 
her orbit. Another Kyiv Fulbrighter now 
working in Washington posted: “Marta 
made a huge impact on my life and hun-
dreds of others.” Indeed, she did.

The last time Chrystia and I met with 
Marta was in Washington this past January 
for lunch at DuPont Circle when she was in 
D.C. for a Fulbright policy conference. 
Bubbly as always, she mentioned numer-
ous projects and people in Ukraine and the 
U.S. she was working with. “Andriy,” she 
said, “You should apply for a Fulbright. 
You’ll have to teach, but given your back-
ground that shouldn’t be a problem. You 
can get to know all sorts of interesting peo-
ple and still work on your personal project.” 
How many similar conversations did Marta 
have over the years? Countless.

Chrystia spoke with Marta on Facetime 
the Friday before she died. Through tears, 
Chrystia told me, “I’m glad that will be my 
final memory of her.” We called Danylo to 
express our condolences. He told us Marta 
took ill suddenly and died in his arms. He’ll 
never give up, he said, but will continue 
working in her memory. May we all.

(Continued from page 7)

Marta Kolomayets

Bilynsky of Philadelphia; Second Vice-
President Anna Anderson of Youngstown; 
Treasurer Daria Pishko-Komichak of 
Maplewood, N.J.; Financial Secretary Joe 
Goodge of Sharon, Pa.; Corresponding 
Secretary Laryssa Charest of Carnegie, Pa.; 
Recording Secretary Christine Mills of 
Carnegie; and Auditor John Stasko of 
Carnegie.

The Junior UOL elected the following offi-
cers: President Madeline Zetick of 

Philadelphia; Vice-President Natalie Hrytsay 
of Philadelphia; Treasurer Hrystyna Petrylo 
of Pittsburgh; Financial Secretary Rachel 
Harendza of Scranton, Pa.; and Secretary 
Kateryna Petrylo of Pittsburgh.

The convention was officially closed by 
Archbishop Daniel with the “Prayer in Time 
of Coronavirus,” for all those suffering, 
those who have reposed and those on the 
frontlines caring for the sick.

The 74th annual UOL Convention is 
planned for July 21-25, 2021, in the 
Philadelphia area. For additional informa-
tion, readers can visit the UOL website, 
www.uolofusa.org.

(Continued from page 17)

UOL holds...

The Ukrainian Weekly
on Facebook!

www.facebook.com/TheUkrainianWeeklyLike Love
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