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by Roman Tymotsko

KYIV – The Constitutional Court of 
Ukraine (CCU) on October 27 declared 
some provisions of the country’s anti-cor-
ruption legislation unconstitutional. The 
CCU was ruling on the submission of 48 
national deputies from two parliamentary 
factions, For the Future and the Opposition 
Platform – For Life. 

What the decision means is that elec-
tronic declarations of civil servants’ income 
and property are abolished, the powers of 
the National Anti-Corruption Agency 
(known by its Ukrainian acronym as NAZK) 
to inspect civil servants are abolished, judg-
ments of illicit enrichment are cancelled, 
confiscation of corrupt assets is discontin-
ued and penalties for false declaration of 
assets are repealed. 

On October 30, hundreds of Ukrainians 
protested in front of the court against its 
decision.

The European Union said the 
Constitutional Court’s decision has called 
into question Ukraine’s international obli-
gations. The EU considers the anti-corrup-
tion institutions established at the 
Ukrainian people’s request to be the cor-
nerstone of Ukraine’s transformation, clos-

er political association and economic inte-
gration with Europe. Significantly, the CCU’s 
decision could threaten lending from the 
International Monetary Fund and could 
lead to a temporary suspension of visa-free 
travel to the European Union.

On October 29, President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy convened an urgent closed-door 
meeting of the National Security and 
Defense Council to determine the immedi-
ate proper response to what he said are 
new threats to national security created by 
the Constitutional Court’s decision. “It is 
not only a matter of this decision but also, 
in general, of the purposeful actions of cer-
tain individuals to undermine the social 
contract in Ukraine and to create a threat to 
national security,” the president noted. 

Mr. Zelenskyy said the dismantling of the 
National Anti-Corruption Agency’s powers 
and of criminal liability for deliberate viola-
tions of the law would never be accepted 
by Ukrainian society or Ukraine’s European 
partners.

“We will not have money, and we will 
not have support. Agreed-upon projects 
and the support of the World Bank will be 
canceled. We will have a big hole in the 

by Christopher Guly
Special to The Ukrainian Weekly

OTTAWA – Ukraine’s diplomatic pres-
ence in Canada has expanded with the 
appointment of Montreal corporate and 
commercial litigator Eugene Czolij, the for-
mer president of both the Ukrainian 
Canadian Congress (UCC) and the 
Ukrainian World Congress (UWC), as 
Ukraine’s first honorary consul in the 
French-speaking province of Quebec.

Since Montreal is in a COVID-19 red 
zone that prohibits travel outside Quebec, 
Mr. Czolij had to sign the joint agreement 
appointing him to his three-year renewable 
term position on an October 16 Zoom call 
with Andriy Shevchenko, Ukraine’s ambas-
sador to Canada, who was in Ottawa.

Ambassador Shevchenko approached 
Mr. Czolij with the idea of his becoming the 
first official Ukrainian representative in 

Constitutional Court abolishes 
Ukraine’s anti-corruption system

Veteran Ukrainian Canadian leader Eugene Czolij
named Ukraine’s first honorary consul in Quebec
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by Mark Raczkiewycz

KYIV – When Ukrainian National 
Guardsman Vitaliy Markiv was released 
from a maximum-security prison in Italy on 
November 3, it seemed that Ukraine also 
was vindicated of the false criminal charges 
of being an accessory to murder. 

After spending three years, four months 
and two days in a Milan prison for his 
alleged role in killing an Italian photojour-
nalist and his Russian interpreter in an 
eastern Ukrainian war zone, an appellate 
court ordered Mr. Markiv’s immediate 
release upon acquitting him of all charges. 

At around 9:50 p.m. local time, the 
31-year-old native of Ternopil Oblast 
regained his freedom, emerging with a 
Ukrainian flag draped over his shoulders 
and wearing a T-shirt bearing the Ukrainian 
trident symbol (tryzub) with the insignia of 
his 1st Battalion of the National Guard. 

Flanked by Ukrainian Internal Affairs 
Minister Arsen Avakov and wearing a mask 
with Ukrainian embroidery, Mr. Markiv’s 
first words were: “This is an extraordinary 
moment. We proved that the truth exists. 
Justice exists. My conviction in the lower 
court showed that there are no limits to the 
reach of Russian propaganda. The truth 
and goodness prevails.” 

He added with restrained emotion, 
while pivoting on his left and right legs: 
“This is my victory – this is in memory of all 
those who’ve perished in the [Donbas] war 
since 2014.”

It was a direct reference to Russia’s war 
in Ukraine that has led to the deaths of 
more than 13,000 people in the country’s 
two easternmost regions of Luhansk and 
Donetsk. 

His remarks also mentioned one of 
Russia’s many weapons in its hybrid war 

toolbox – disinformation – which Mr. 
Markiv’s defense and his supporters say 
influenced the criminal trial and the Italian 
media’s coverage, and even made its way 
into evidence that prosecutors had pre-
sented. 

The Kharkiv Human Rights Protection 
Group (KHPG) and other observers said the 
disinformation helped destroy the defen-
dant’s presumption of innocence and elimi-
nated the possibility of him having a fair 
trial.

The following day, the National Guard 
senior sergeant landed in Kyiv dressed in a 
military uniform with Mr. Avakov, his ulti-
mate superior, and Lyudmyla Denisova, the 
country’s human rights ombudswoman. 

In a Facebook post, Ms. Denisova called 
Mr. Markiv “our hero” and reiterated that 
“there is justice.”

At the landing strip in Kyiv, Mr. Markiv 
said he would continue serving in the 
National Guard but will first spend time 
with his wife, whom he hasn’t seen in more 
than three years. 

He also didn’t rule out suing the Italian 
government for his wrongful conviction, 
but said he will first consult with lawyers 
after the full text of the ruling is published. 

The family of the Italian victim, Andrea 
Rocchelli, and prosecutors have not stated 
whether they will appeal the Milan Court of 
Appeal’s acquittal of Mr. Markiv. 

The previous day’s denouement in the 
case followed four appellate court hearings 
that started on September 29. 

They followed Mr. Markiv’s conviction 
by a lower court in the same Lombardy 
region on July 29, 2019, and his sentencing 
to the maximum 24 years’ imprisonment 

Milan Appeal Court acquits Ukrainian soldier
Markiv in 2014 killing of Italian journalist

(Continued on page 10)

Vitaliy Markiv holds a Ukrainian flag while exiting an airplane in Kyiv on November 
4 after flying from Milan, where he was released from prison after having been found 

not guilty of being an accessory to murder. 

Radio Svoboda

During the virtual ceremony when Ukraine’s Ambassador to Canada Andriy 
Shevchenko (right) officially signed the agreement with Eugene Czolij on his appoint-

ment as the honorary consul of Ukraine in Montreal.
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Record number of coronavirus cases

As of the morning of November 3, 8,889 
new cases of COVID-19 were recorded in 
Ukraine in the previous 24 hours – a new 
daily record since the beginning of the pan-
demic. Health Minister Maksym Stepanov 
said on November 3 that “The situation 
with the coronavirus in Ukraine is close to 
catastrophic and the nation must prepare 
for the worst.” As of November 3, the num-
ber of people infected since the beginning 
of the pandemic was 411,093, 7,532 have 
died, and 168,868 recovered. The largest 
number of confirmed cases was registered 
in Kyiv (789 cases), Kharkiv (712 cases), 
Khmelnytsky (506 cases), Donetsk (496 
cases) and Zhytomyr (470 cases) regions. 
The next day, November 4, a new record 
number of cases, 9,524, was reported. 
Ukraine’s health minister said last month 
that Ukraine would introduce stricter lock-
down restrictions if cases rise to 11,000-
15,000 daily. He warned that the resources 
of the medical system would run out if the 
number of daily cases exceeds 20,000. 
(Ukrinform, Reuters)

Diplomats urge justice in Handzyuk case

Western diplomats have urged Kyiv to 
bring the planners and perpetrators of an 
acid attack that led to the death of 
Ukrainian anti-corruption activist Kateryna 
Handzyuk to justice two years after the 
brazen crime. Handzyuk died on November 
4, 2018, three months after she suffered 
burns to over 30 percent of her body in an 
acid attack in front of her home. The U.S. 
Embassy in Kyiv issued a statement via 
Facebook on the second anniversary of the 
activist’s death, saying, “We remember the 
dedication, will, and remarkable courage” 
of Handzyuk. “We join those urging author-
ities to bring to justice both her attackers 
and those who called for the attacks. Her 
memory is preserved in the growing 
acknowledgment that civil society is a criti-
cal part of any successful democracy,” the 
statement said. The EU delegation in 
Ukraine issued a similar statement via 
Twitter, emphasizing that individuals 
“responsible for this crime must be brought 
to justice” and that “[A] safe environment 
in Ukraine for civil society activists must be 

safeguarded across the country.” British 
Ambassador to Ukraine Melinda Simmons 
also expressed hope that “justice will be 
served soon” for Handzyuk. She vowed that 
she will “raise the issue of her case” this 
week both in Handzyuk’s native city of 
Kherson and in Kyiv. The Canadian 
Embassy in Ukraine also issued a state-
ment regarding the deadly attack on 
Handzyuk on Twitter. “There is no place for 
brutality and intimidation against activists, 
human rights defenders and media in 
Ukraine. Attacks on activists in Ukraine 
must stop, all crimes fully investigated, and 
those responsible brought to justice,” the 
Canadian Embassy added. The deadly 
attack on Handzyuk, a 33-year-old civil 
activist and adviser to the mayor of the 
Black Sea port city of Kherson, shocked 
people across Ukraine and abroad. In June 
2019, five men were sentenced to prison 
terms of between three and six and a half 
years for organizing and executing the 
attack on Handzyuk based on a plea bar-
gain. A year later, investigators arrested the 
head of the regional council, Vladyslav 
Manher, on suspicion of involvement in 
ordering the deadly attack. Manher has 
denied the accusations. (RFE/RL)

“Growing concern” over court ruling

The U.S. Embassy in Kyiv says the 
European Union, the United States and sev-
eral other nations are following with 
“growing concern” the developments sur-
rounding the Ukrainian Constitutional 
Court’s recent ruling to abolish some anti-
corruption laws. “We urge all parties to 
come together in dialogue, rise to the chal-
lenge and find a solution to the crisis. This 
is needed to restore people’s faith that the 
state is able both to fight corruption and 
continue Ukraine’s constitutionally 
enshrined European and Euro-Atlantic 
course,” the U.S. Embassy said in a state-
ment posted on Facebook on November 2. 
In its October 27 ruling, the Constitutional 
Court struck down some anti-corruption 
legislation and curbed the powers of the 
National Anti-Corruption Agency (NAZK), 
sparking tensions between President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy, the opposition and 

(Continued on page 11)

 ANALYSIS

by Grigory Ioffe
Eurasia Daily Monitor

The political crisis in Belarus has 
reached either a stalemate or a crossroads 
that evades easy predictions as to where, 
when and how it will be resolved or allevi-
ated. 

On the government side, the stalemate 
reveals itself in unusual nervousness. The 
country’s law enforcement chiefs have 
been reshuffled – itself not that unusual, 
but the recent tempo has been remarkable. 

Only in September, Valery Vakulchik was 
transferred to be secretary of the national 
Security Council after having chaired the 
Belarusian KGB for the last eight years. 
Now, Mr. Vakulchik was suddenly shifted 
again, to the position of presidential assis-
tant responsible for Brest Oblast. Likewise, 
Yury Karayev, the minister of internal 
affairs (in charge of police) since merely 
June 2019, has now been named assistant 
to the president as well, responsible for 
Grodno (Belta, October 30). The heads of 
three Belarusian universities have also 
been replaced (Tut.by, October 20).

 Additionally, the borders with Poland, 
Lithuania, Latvia and Ukraine were closed 
for motorized entrance without prior 
announcement – though the border cross-
ings remain open for those wishing to exit 
(Tut.by, October 29). President Alyaksandr 
Lukashenka declared that the state is 
beginning to encounter threats of “terror-
ism” and referred specifically to wire circuit 
closures at multiple railway segments that 
could lead to catastrophes (Sputnik.by, 
October 30). He pledged no “further 
retreat” by the authorities. 

Moreover, the head of state insisted that 
any students who join protest rallies 
should be expelled and promised to official-
ly stop recognizing foreign college diplo-
mas (Tut.by, October 29). The latter pledge 
was a response to offers issued by academ-
ic institutions in Lithuania and Poland to 
accept the expelled Belarusian students. 
Nonetheless, it marks a notable departure 
by what was heretofore a relatively open 
country despite widespread cliched per-
ceptions to the contrary (see Eurasia Daily 
Monitor, June 20, 2012, November 10, 
2014, August 2, 2018).

On the side of the protest movement, its 
proponents are attempting to put a good 
face on the unrealized threat of a national 
strike (see EDM, October 21, 2020). 

Thus, Sergei Chaly, an economist who 
worked for Mr. Lukashenka in 1994-1995 
and then switched to the opposition, claims 
that the ultimatum issued by exiled 
Belarusian opposition leader Svyatlana 
Tsikhanouskaya actually succeeded 
because the pre-existing protests became 
invigorated and because they prod the 
regime to make critical mistakes. However, 
“because the events after the elections have 
confirmed that people who become 
involved in the struggle for human rights 
are mostly those who have learned to be 
independent from the state, counting on a 
strike by people who are directly depen-
dent on it [i.e., workers of state-run indus-
trial giants] looked a bit strange” (Tut.by, 
October 28). 

Also, the proliferation of structures, like 
the People’s Anti-Crisis Leadership Council, 
newly organized by a former minister of 
culture and diplomat, Pavel Latushko, who 
left Belarus in early September, looks more 
like a response to some offered sponsor-

ship than as a way to facilitate a resolution 
of the political crisis. Curiously, the person 
responsible for security, law enforcement 
and defense in the new Council is former 
Minsk restaurateur Vadim Proropyev 
(Svaboda.org, October 28), known for his 
profane speeches (YouTube, August 29) 
addressing Mr. Lukashenka.

Webinars and virtual conferences devot-
ed to the Belarusian protests are seemingly 
conducted every other day by think tanks 
and universities across Europe and North 
America. But, except when truly knowl-
edgeable domestic Belarusian experts are 
involved – as was the case with the U.S. 
Council on Foreign Relations’ recent webi-
nar featuring Artyom Shraibman and 
Yauheni Preiherman (Cfr.org, October 23) – 
such events are usually only conduits for 
righteous indignation and for affirming the 
collective desire on the part of participants 
to see Mr. Lukashenka gone.

What is sorely missing in such discus-
sions is practical solutions, argue many 
observers.  Thus,  the philosopher 
Viacheslav Bobrovich who leads the 
Facebook group “Obuchenie Demokratii” 
(Learning Democracy), suggested that one 
of the reasons for the current stalemate in 
Belarus is the unenviable role of any poten-
tial mediators. In the past couple of weeks, 
Yury Voskresensky became discredited by 
the protesters as a traitor to their collective 
cause (see EDM, October 28). And now, the 
same fate is likely to befall the Speak the 
Truth civic campaign, co-chaired by Andrei 
Dmitriev and Tatyana Korotkevich, as 
rumors multiply of them having been 
approached by the regime to arbitrate talks 
between the government and the opposi-
tion (Facebook.com, October 29). Mr. 
Bobrovich also observes that, without the 
collaboration of two separate national 
elites, “each with their own understanding 
of our historical past, present and future,” 
the threat of civil war will never subside.

Life goes on, however, and various impor-
tant events are not given requisite attention. 
For example, two deputy prime ministers of 
Belarus recently inspected sea terminals in 
Leningrad Oblast, Russia, through which 
Minsk could soon start exporting its refined 
oil, instead of via Lithuanian Klaipeda (Tut.
by, October 25). Minsk and Moscow also 
just signed an agreement on joint air 
defense of the Union State’s external bor-
der (Interfax, October 27). And the 
Belarusian Parliament ratified an agree-
ment on the mutual (Russian-Belarusian) 
recognition of visas issued to citizens of 
third countries (Naviny, October 28).

Incomparably more visible has been the 
lingering tug-of-war between two versions 
of historical memory and their respective 
symbols. Thus, arguments continue regard-
ing the white-red-white flag, which, for 
many, is a symbol of resistance to the 
regime but for many others represents a 
banner of Nazi collaborators (Ukraina.ru, 
October 30). During the night of October 
29, a crowd descended on Kuropaty (a for-
est patch in northern Minsk) to honor the 
more than 100 Belarusian intellectuals, 
including 22 writers, who were executed 
there on that day in 1937 (Nasha Niva, 
October 29). This commemoration is by no 
means observed nationwide, however.

And yet the idea of some mediated dia-
logue does not disappear completely from 
the back of people’s minds. Even the usual-

The unenviable fate of mediators
in the ongoing Belarusian crisis

The Ukrainian Weekly    FOUNDED 1933

An English-language newspaper published by the Ukrainian National Association Inc., 
a non-profit association, at 2200 Route 10, P.O. Box 280, Parsippany, NJ  07054.

Yearly subscription rate: $90; for UNA members — $80.
Periodicals postage paid at Caldwell, NJ  07006 and additional mailing offices.

(ISSN — 0273-9348)

The Weekly:  UNA:
Tel: (973) 292-9800; Fax: (973) 644-9510  Tel: (973) 292-9800; Fax: (973) 292-0900

Postmaster, send address changes to: 
The Ukrainian Weekly  Editor-in-chief: Roma Hadzewycz 
2200 Route 10 Editor: Matthew Dubas
P.O. Box 280 
Parsippany, NJ  07054 e-mail: staff@ukrweekly.com

The Ukrainian Weekly Archive: www.ukrweekly.com

The Ukrainian Weekly, November 8, 2020, No. 45, Vol. LXXXVIII
Copyright © 2020 The Ukrainian Weekly

ADMINISTRATION OF THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY AND SVOBODA

(973) 292-9800, ext. 3040
fax: (973) 644-9510
e-mail: advertising@ukrweekly.com

(973) 292-9800, ext. 3040
e-mail: subscription@ukrweekly.com

Walter Honcharyk, administrator
and advertising manager 

Subscription Department

(Continued on page 11)



3THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY      SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 8, 2020No. 45

Ukraine’s geopolitical successes become Russian defeats
by Kseniya Kirillova
Eurasia Daily Monitor

In the first half of October, the Ukrainian 
leadership concluded a series of important 
international agreements, with significance 
not only for Kyiv itself but also for buttress-
ing regional security more broadly. 

First, during Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy’s October 7-8 visit to 
London, Ukraine’s Minister of Defense 
Andrey Taran and State Secretary for 
Defense of Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland Ben Wallace signed a memorandum 
on strengthening cooperation in the mili-
tary and military-technical spheres 
(President.gov.ua, October 7). Reportedly, 
the deal will cover production of missile 
patrol boats for the Ukrainian Armed 
Forces that will be compatible with North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) stan-
dards (Pravda.com.ua, October 7). 
Additionally, President Zelenskyy and 
British Prime Minister Boris Johnson 
signed an agreement on political coopera-
tion, free trade and strategic partnership 
between Ukraine and the United Kingdom 
(President.gov.ua, October 8).

Second, on October 12, during a meeting 
with Polish President Andrzej Duda in Kyiv, 
the Ukrainian side agreed to intensify coop-

eration with the Three Seas Initiative, 
including in the energy sphere. This closer 
collaboration aims to strengthen energy 
self-sufficiency in the region and Europe 
more generally (Racurs.ua, October 12).

No less important was the summit two 
days later between Mr. Zelenskyy and his 
Turkish counterpart, President Recep 
Tayyip Erdoğan, which resulted in a frame-
work agreement on defense concluded 
between the Ukrainian Ministry of Defense 
and the State Agency for the Defense 
Industries of Turkey. According to official 
information, the document defines the 
directions and principles of bilateral 
defense cooperation as well as the security 
regime covering classified information and 
intelligence sharing. Additionally, the par-
ties signed a Memorandum of Intent in the 
field of long-term cooperation between the 
aforementioned departments and on the 
creation of joint defense-industrial projects, 
namely, the construction of warships, 
unmanned aerial vehicles (UAV) and vari-
ous types of turbine engines (President.gov.
ua, October 16).

As noted by the media, the signed agree-
ments mean that Kyiv and Ankara are 
strengthening cooperation at the level of 
special services, armed forces and the mili-
tary-industrial complex in the Black Sea 

and maybe beyond. Moreover, bilateral 
cooperation is anticipated in the develop-
ment of joint weapons and the production 
of Turkish Bayraktar TB2 drones in 
Ukraine. In general, some Ukrainian ana-
lysts posit, the results of recent weeks point 
to the emergence of the contours of a new 
transregional defense alliance that includes 
Ukraine, Azerbaijan, the U.K., Turkey and 
Poland (Dsnews.ua, October 19).

Russian experts have already termed the 
rapprochement between Ukraine and 
Turkey a “challenge” for Moscow. In their 
opinion, the possible “presence of Turkish 
drones in Ukraine is fraught with unpleas-
ant consequences”: if they appear in 
Donbas, the Russian-controlled regimes of 
the Donetsk and Luhansk “people’s repub-
lics” (DPR, LPR) will have nothing compa-
rable to oppose them. Furthermore, 
Russian experts are worried about Turkey’s 
support for the Crimean Tatar diaspora and 
the prospect of a joint Ukrainian-Turkish 
naval formation in the Black Sea (Gazeta.ru, 
October 14).

Russian-Turkish relations have become 
noticeably strained of late. This may be 
seen in Ankara’s unconditional support of 
Azerbaijan in the latter’s war against 
Armenia in Karabakh; in the consistent 
Turkish policy of promoting its interests in 

the region; and in Turkey’s continually 
decreasing energy dependence on Russia. 
This year, the largest Turkish oil refinery, 
STAR, sharply reduced its purchases of 
Russian oil, switching to imports from Iraq 
and Norway (Neftegaz.ru, September 28). 

Months earlier, Azerbaijan replaced 
Russia as Turkey’s largest source of natural 
gas (see Eurasia Daily Monitor, July 6). 
Azerbaijan presently makes up about 24 
percent of the share of gas imports to 
Turkey; and though a couple years ago 
Russia owned a third of this import market, 
it has since fallen to fifth place (9.9 percent). 
It delivered 41 percent less gas in the first 
half of 2020 than during the same period in 
2019 (Politnavigator.net, September 30). 

Also, Turkey has discovered new reserves 
of natural gas in the Black Sea, which will 
further reduce its need for fuel imports from 
Russia (see EDM, October 1). This could lead 
to underutilization of the newly launched 
TurkStream gas pipeline. The previous Blue 
Stream pipeline has been shut down since 
the spring, presumably because Turkey 
does not need so much Russian gas 
(Nezavisimaya Gazeta, October 18).

The next step is completion of the con-
struction of the Trans-Adriatic Pipeline, 

 NEWS ANALYSIS

budget. And most importantly, we do not 
understand what to expect from the 
Constitutional Court tomorrow,” comment-
ed President Zelenskyy. “I am not sure that 
the judges of the Constitutional Court 
decided to do what they did yesterday 
themselves. We need to immediately regis-
ter a bill in the Verkhovna Rada that pro-
vides for the restoration of the rectitude of 
the constitutional judiciary in Ukraine,” the 
president underlined.

NAZK Chairman Oleksandr Novikov 
commented that the CCU had destroyed 
Ukraine’s entire anti-corruption system, 
pushing it back to 1991. “Everything built 
during the years of Ukraine’s independence 
was dismantled by the CCU’s decision. It is 
contrary to the position of Ukrainian citi-
zens, 91 percent of whom consider corrup-
tion a serious problem for Ukrainians,” he 
pointed out.

Minister of Foreign Affairs Dmytro 
Kuleba said the Constitutional Court’s deci-
sion poses several threats to the country’s 
foreign policy sphere. The fight against cor-
ruption in Ukraine has been one of the criti-
cal issues on the agenda in dialogue with 
the country’s reliable partners, including 
the European Union, the United States, 
Canada, Japan and South Korea.

“The G-7 Ambassadors are alarmed by 
efforts to undo the anti-corruption reforms 
that followed the Revolution of Dignity. We 
stand with the Ukrainian people as they 
continue to fight to realize their aspiration 
of a prosperous and democratic Ukraine. 
Too much progress has been made, Ukraine 
must not go back to the past,” the official 
Twitter account of Group of Seven ambas-
sadors in Ukraine said.

The U.S. chargés d’Affaires ad interim to 
Ukraine, Kristina Kvien, assured that the 
G-7 is ready to help Ukraine move forward 
on the reform path.

Mr. Kuleba stated: “All of them, to one 
degree or another, have invested in the cre-
ation of an anti-corruption infrastructure in 
Ukraine – their resources, their capabilities. 

And that is why they also feel responsible 
for the continuation of its existence.” The 
foreign affairs minister expressed concern 
that, if Ukraine does not overcome the con-
sequences of the Constitutional Court’s 
October 27 ruling, Ukraine’s relations with 
its partners will be negatively impacted.

At an urgent meeting on October 29, the 
Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine adopted an 
order that will allow the activities of the 
National Anti-Corruption Agency to be 
unblocked. Immediately after that, the 
NAZK opened to the public the Unified 
State Register of Declarations of Persons 
Authorized to Perform State or Local 
Government Functions. It also made it pos-
sible for the NAZK to conduct the reviews 
required for the appointment of newly 
elected local leaders and deputies.

Meanwhile, President Zelenskyy pro-
posed a bill to dissolve the Constitutional 
Court. The parliamentary factions of Holos, 
European Solidarity, Opposition Platform – 
For Life and For the Future oppose adop-
tion of the president’s a bill. As a result, Mr. 
Zelenskyy called on the Servant of the 
People faction to support the early termina-
tion of powers of the Constitutional Court’s 
current judges.

Mr. Zelenskyy observed that it is impos-
sible to restore anti-corruption legislation 

without a decision to dismiss the 
Constitutional Court’s judges. “If you vote 
for this decision, you will vote for the peo-
ple. Otherwise, you are defending the judg-
es of the Constitutional Court,” Mr. 
Zelenskyy told his party.

“I assess the work of the Constitutional 
Court of Ukraine as a devastating hurri-
cane,” the president said, adding that it is 
necessary to fight the hurricane, not its con-
sequences. Thus, Mr. Zelenskyy called on 
the Constitutional Court’s judges to resign 
voluntarily. “I believe that this is the most 
liberal decision we can make today and then 
calmly move on to renewing the composi-
tion of the CCU,” Mr. Zelenskyy said.

“The situation in which Ukraine finds 
itself due to the Constitutional Court’s deci-
sion threatens not only the abolition of visa-
free travel and the destruction of the anti-
corruption system, but also the indepen-
dence of our country as a whole,” National 
Deputy Yaroslav Yurchyshyn of Holos fac-
tion told The Ukrainian Weekly. “The judges 
have threatened the appointment of officials 
and the results of local elections, as it will 
be impossible to conduct the NAZK’s spe-
cial inspection, without which the appoint-
ment of newly elected chairmen of local 
councils cannot take place.”

One of the options to solve the crisis is to 

dismiss the entire Constitutional Court, 
including judges who did not vote for the 
scandalous decision. However, this path is 
unconstitutional, said Mr. Yurchyshyn, the 
deputy chairman of the Verkhovna Rada’s 
Committee on Anti-Corruption Policy. “We, 
deputies, have to act within the limits of the 
law. That is why Holos will initiate amend-
ments to the CCU law regarding the quo-
rum of its work. We demand to create con-
ditions in which the CCU will make deci-
sions only by consensus, raising the quo-
rum in the Constitutional Court from 12 to 
17 people. We also insist on a fair and 
transparent selection of candidates for 
vacant vacancies on the Constitutional 
Court of Ukraine.” 

The CCU consists of 18 judges; three 
positions are currently vacant. The 
Constitutional Court is formed by three 
bodies that appoint six judges each: the 
president, the Verkhovna Rada and the 
Congress of Judges of Ukraine. The current 
Head of the CCU is Oleksander Tupytskyy, 
who was appointed by the ousted 
President Viktor Yanukovych. In 2018, it 
became known that Mr. Tupytskyy had 
bought land in temporarily occupied 
Crimea and did not mention it on his offi-
cial financial declaration.

Following the CCU’s decision, Mr. 
Yurchyshyn filed a lawsuit with the 
Prosecutor General’s Office, accusing the 
Constitutional Court’s judges of seizing 
power. “The result can be, at least, the 
removal of individual judges from office 
without destroying the institution of the 
Constitutional Court, and subsequently fill-
ing it with honest candidates through open 
competitions,” explained Mr. Yurchyshyn.

“While law enforcement investigates the 
actions of the judges, Parliament must pass 
a series of laws to immediately restore the 
full functioning of the anti-corruption sys-
tem,” continued the national deputy. “In 
particular, to return the working system of 
[asset] declaration and control functions of 
the NAZK, strengthen administrative liabili-
ty for corruption offenses and increase 
existing fines. These steps are a necessary 
minimum that must be adopted as soon as 
possible.”

(Continued from page 1)

Constitutional...

 Protests near the Constitutional Court of Ukraine in Kyiv on October 30.

Marian Kushnir, RFE/RL

(Continued on page 11)
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The Ukrainian Weekly Press Fund: August 2020
Amount Name City State
$200.00 Mostovych Marta  Silver Spring  MD
$120.00 Clebowicz Walter  Kensington CT
$100.00 Chelak Yaroslaw & Karen  Morristown NJ 
 Cikalo George  West Orange NJ 
 Dziadiw-Pe George  Slingerlands NY 
 Szmagala Taras  Bentleyville OH
$50.00 Mazuryk Joseph B & Martha  Danville CA 
 Zenczak Stephen Parma OH
$30.00 Forrester Marijka  Stockton NJ 
 Yewshenko Peter Sarasota  FL
$25.00 Bohdan Michael  Cranford NJ 
 Kihiczak Ihor & Maria  Sherman Oaks CA 
 Lew Oksana  Venice  FL 
 Mischenko George  Middletown NJ 

 Murphy Richard & Ludmilla Silver Spring MD 
 Turczeniuk Bohdan Elkins Park PA 
 Witiuk Andrij  Brooklyn NY 
 Zinych Walter  Bethany CT
$20.00 Chernego Helena Toms River NJ 
 Kuropas Tamara Westchester IL 
 Lucy William  Bayonne NJ 
 Mociuk C Palos Park IL 
 Pidhirny Bill  Stamford CT 
 Semczuk Roman & Mary Amsterdam NY 
 Skyba Andrij Harwood Heights IL 
 Tarnawsky Phyllis  Cleveland OH
$15.00 Bemko Ihor  Edinboro PA 
 Buzan Jerry Pittsford NY 
 Horbaty Gloria  Wallingford CT

$10.00 Gajdalo Roy  Philadelphia PA 
 Gebet Gary  El Cajon CA 
	 Kozak	Natalia	&	Stefan		 Springfield	 IL 
 Kropelnyckyj Nestor  Warren  MI 
 Matvienko-Dean Irene  Mount Vernon  ME 
 Niepritzky Tamara  St Paul MN
 
TOTAL: $1,345.00

Sincere thanks to all contributors  
to The Ukrainian Weekly Press Fund. 

The Ukrainian Weekly Press Fund is the only 
fund dedicated exclusively to supporting  
the work of this publication.

The Ukrainian Weekly Press Fund: July 2020
Amount Name City State
$250.00 Self-Reliance-Baltimore FCU  Baltimore MD
$115.00 Petrenko Anya & Jurij  Ashton MD
$100.00 Bandriwsky Emil  Elma NY 
 Buchynsky Bohdan & Olena  Glendora CA
$75.00 Popel George  Somerset NJ
$70.00 Trojan Natalie  Dobbs Ferry NY
$50.00 Stasiw-Lazarchuk Christine  Birmingham  MI 
 Durbak Marie  Chicago IL 
 Myskiw Peter  Phoenix  AZ 
 Popowych Nestor & Olya  Naples  FL 
 Rychtyckyj Nestor  Warren  MI 
 Shylo Paul  Wheeling IL
$40.00 Blahy Genya  Beechhurst NY 

 Kichorowsky Kebalo Marta  Briarwood NY
$30.00 Ermler Michael  Grosse Pointe  MI
$25.00 Marc Nadia Amherst NY 
 Melnitchouk W  Newport News  VA 
 Nahnybida Symon  Basking Ridge NJ 
 Rac Karola  Glenside PA
$20.00 Clem Zwenyslava  Jacksonville  FL 
 Doboszczak Bohdan  Naugatuck CT 
 Dytyniak Helen  Trenton NJ 
 Kolodij Makarushka Olenka Maplewood NJ 
 Konopelski James  Liverpool NY 
 Nebesny Michael & Stefana  Clinton  IN 
 Olenchuk Alice  North Royalton OH 
 Petrasz Jerry  Chicago IL 
 Sawchak George & Patricia  Rydal PA 

 Tkaczuk Bohdan & Oresta  Chicago IL
$15.00 Artiushenko Ihor Park Ridge IL 
 Czernyk Andrew  Bedford Cors NY 
 Hawryluk Judie  Vacaville CA 
 Kudryk-Case Maria  Cedar Lake  IN 
 Kuzmowycz Marta  North Scituate  RI 
 Leshchyshyn Andrij  Columbia  MD 
 Nadozirny Victor  Cleveland OH 
 Ulanowicz Maria  Gainsville  FL
$10.00 Romaniuk Basil  Mount Rainier MD
$5.00 Balaziuk Oleh  West Easton PA 
 Hawryluk Basil  Stuyvesant NY 
 Laszyn Taras  Trenton NJ
 
TOTAL: $1,565.00

Montreal after the longtime Ukrainian 
Canadian community activist served as head 
of the UWC’s International Observation 
Mission to Ukraine’s elections last year.

For Mr. Czolij, a partner with one of 
Quebec’s major law firms, Lavery de Billy 
LLP, assuming the role of honorary consul 
in Montreal on a pro-bono basis comple-
ments the work he began last year – also on 
a voluntary basis – to head Ukraine-2050, a 
non-profit organization that sets hard tar-
gets over the next 30 years to advance 
Ukraine as a “fully independent, territorial-
ly integral, democratic, reformed and eco-
nomically competitive European state,” 
according to its mission statement.

Ukraine-2050 has four objectives that 
include promoting the country’s member-
ship in both the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization (NATO) and the European 
Union (EU), along with achieving patriar-
chal status for both the Orthodox Church of 
Ukraine and the Ukrainian Greek-Catholic 
Church. Ukraine-2050 also aims to position 
Ukraine in the top 10 EU states by gross 
domestic product (GDP) and in the top 20 
countries in the United Nations World 
Happiness Report.

Most of those goals will also figure in Mr. 
Czolij’s responsibilities as Ukraine’s honor-
ary consul in Montreal.

In that job, however, he will be tasked 
with a bit more to do, which includes advo-
cating for Ukraine’s territorial integrity and 
encouraging continued sanctions – includ-
ing Canada’s three-year-old Magnitsky leg-
islation – against Russia in light of its mili-
tary aggression against Ukraine and to 
“pressure Russia to comply with its inter-
national obligations,” said Mr. Czolij in an 
interview. “That’s my first function.” 

“My second one related to that is to 
defend the interests of Ukraine. My inter-
pretation of that is to counter Russian dis-
information regarding Ukraine, which is 
very powerful,” he explained.

His mandate extends to continue 
enhancing the commercial, economic, cul-

tural and scientific relations between 
Ukraine and Quebec, which already have 
perhaps surprisingly close ties.

While the province’s Ukrainian Canadian 
population is dwarfed by numbers in near-
by Ontario and western Canada, Quebec is 
the top trading partner with Ukraine for 
both the export and import of goods, 
according to Mr. Czolij.

“Quebec is normally not perceived to be 
the first province that you think of in terms 
of relations with Ukraine,” he said. “If one 
does not take into account the Maritimes, it 
is the province with the least Ukrainian 
population. But in terms of trade of goods, 
both export and import, Quebec is the 
number one province.”

Ukraine’s new honorary consul in 
Montreal said that Quebec accounts for 
about one-third of all trade in goods 
between Ukraine and Canada, and that bilat-
eral exchange increased by nearly 6 percent 
last year when it totaled $105.4 million 
(about $80 million in U.S. dollars). Most of 
that was from Ukrainian exports to Canada 
worth $71.7 million (about $55 million U.S.); 
Canadian imports to Ukraine totaled $33.7 
million (about $26 million U.S.)

The top Quebec export to Ukraine in 

2019 was swine, valued at more than $11 
million (about $8 million U.S.), followed by 
medicines, dog and cat food, and machin-
ery used for mining.

In terms of Ukrainian exports to Quebec, 
apple juice, representing $19.5 million 
(about $15 million U.S.) topped the list last 
year, followed by titanium dioxide (used for 
paint, sunscreen and food coloring), iron 
and snow skis.

“Quebec is a very strategic province for 
Ukraine,” said Mr. Czolij.

It is also a province where he was born 
61 years ago, studied law – in French – at 
the University of Montreal, and where he 
runs a busy practice involving cases of 
insolvency of major companies with inter-
national implications, creditors and debt-
ors rights, corporate and commercial litiga-
tion, and class-action lawsuits.

Mr. Czolij, a father of three and grandfa-
ther of two, knows Quebec. 

Given his 10 years at the helm of the 
UWC, six years as UCC president and as the 
current head of Ukraine-2050, he is also 
alive to the challenges facing Ukraine and 
has not been shy about sharing his views 
about them.

Just days before his appointment as hon-

orary consul was announced, Mr. Czolij 
wrote an op-ed in which he called for 
urgent reforms in Ukraine to attract invest-
ments by, in part, implementing a “fair judi-
cial system for all” and “fair competition 
without corruption,” along with mecha-
nisms to both prevent “undue interference 
in businesses by law-enforcement agen-
cies” and “corporate raids.”

As he wrote: “For more than 29 years, 
Ukrainian authorities have committed 
themselves to resolve these issues, but have 
always fallen short of their promises.”

Mr. Czolij, who supports the idea of dual 
citizenship in Ukraine, which both the UWC 
and Ukraine-2050 also promote, told The 
Ukrainian Weekly that he will continue to 
express his point of view. 

“I obviously will not be doing that wear-
ing my hat as honorary consul, but I don’t 
intend to stop advocating for issues that I 
think that are in the best interests of 
Ukraine,” he noted.

In that vein, Mr. Czolij sees his role as 
Ukraine-2050 president as complementary 
to his duties as honorary consul. The non-
governmental organization – whose web-
site, Ukraine-2050.org, includes sections in 
five languages: English, Ukrainian, French, 
German and Spanish – holds regular webi-
nars, moderated by Mr. Czolij, which includ-
ed a July session examining Ukraine’s 
“European integration” that featured mem-
bers of the European Parliament. 

The one major adjustment for Mr. Czolij 
with his new diplomatic duties – not to 
mention his work with Ukraine-2050 and 
his law firm – is the COVID-19 reality of lit-
tle, if any, travel outside Montreal in the 
coming months as the pandemic’s second 
wave sweeps across Quebec and the rest of 
Canada.

“In my second term as president of the 
Ukrainian World Congress [from 2013 to 
2018], I had 147 trips to 51 countries with 
about 1,500 bilateral and 200 community 
meetings. That essentially was about 30 
international trips per year,” he said, noting 
that he also maintained his work as an 
attorney during that time. “It feels extreme-
ly strange for a guy like me not to be on a 
plane.”

(Continued from page 1)

Veteran...

Eugene Czolij
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Young UNA’ers

Do you have a young UNA’er,  
or potential young UNA’er  in your family?

Call the UNA Home Office, 973-292-9800,  to find out how to enroll.

Charles Roman Ellis, son of Adriana Kuropas and 
Scott Ellis of Willowbrook Ill., is a new member of 
UNA Branch 269. He was enrolled by his grandmother 

Tamara Kuropas.

Kateryna Malinovsky, daughter of Nataliya and 
Andrey Malinovsky of Franklin Lakes, N.J., is a new 
member of UNA Branch 269. She was enrolled by her 

parents.

Zachary Karl Bennett, son of Mark and Andrea 
Bennett of Gaithersburg, Md., is a new member of 
UNA Branch 37. He was enrolled by his grandmother 

Alexandra Heimur.

Katerina Demitra and Taissa Christina Balynsky, daughters of Paul 
Balynsky and Marika Dunn of Princeton Junction, N.J., are new 
members of UNA Branch 70. They were enrolled by their grandpar-

ents George and Christina Balynsky.

Mission Statement

As a fraternal insurance society, the Ukrainian National Association reinvests its 
earnings for the benefit of its members and the Ukrainian community.

The Ukrainian 
National 
Association 
exists:

• to promote the principles of fraternalism;

• to preserve the Ukrainian, Ukrainian American and  
      Ukrainian Canadian heritage and culture; and

• to provide quality financial services and products 
     to its members.
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On October 27, the Constitutional Court of Ukraine handed down a ruling that 
has the potential of setting back the country’s long struggle against corruption. 
Remarkably, the court nullified a great portion of Ukraine’s anti-corruption 
reform, including powers of the National Anti-Corruption Agency (known by its 
Ukrainian acronym as NAZK) and criminal liability for false declarations of assets 
or failure to file an asset declaration. The NAZK had the authority to review and 
verify asset declarations, control access to registers of those declarations, conduct 
anti-corruption inspections in government agencies, report on administrative vio-
lations, and more. Acting on a case brought by 48 national deputies (members of 
the parliamentary factions For the Future and the Opposition Platform – For Life), 
the court declared all those powers to be unconstitutional. 

The anti-corruption NGO Transparency International Ukraine noted that “The 
Constitutional Court made this decision despite the fact that the substantiation of 
the MPs’ claim consisted of manipulative statements that significantly distorted 
the content of law and cited it selectively.” As to the ramifications of the court’s 
decision, the NGO’s executive director, Andrii Borovyk, commented: “The decision 
of the Constitutional Court will lead to a significant rollback in Ukraine’s anti-cor-
ruption reform. These legislative provisions were the cornerstones of the anti-cor-
ruption system, while corruption has been recognized as one of the threats to the 
national security. In addition to the loss of accountability, thousands of officials 
will remain unpunished for lying in declarations.” Transparency International 
added that this rollback will threaten the visa liberalization regime and lending 
from the International Monetary Fund, which is essential for Ukraine’s survival.

RFE/RL reported that the ruling is controversial also because four of the 
Constitutional Court’s judges are themselves under investigation by the NAZK for fail-
ing to properly declare their assets. These judges did not recuse themselves from the 
case despite calls to do so from the government and anti-corruption campaigners.

President Volodymyr Zelenskyy reacted to the unprecedented court ruling by 
saying he will dismiss the Constitutional Court, but that act itself would be in vio-
lation of Ukraine’s Constitution. In fact, the Venice Commission and the Group of 
States against Corruption (GRECO), monitoring and advisory organizations of the 
Council of Europe, wrote a letter to Verkhovna Rada Chairman Dmytro Razumkov 
cautioning him about legislation introduced by Mr. Zelenskyy. “Terminating the 
mandate of the judges is in blatant breach of the Constitution and of the funda-
mental principle of separation of powers. Violating the Constitution, even if for an 
arguably good cause, cannot lead to a culture of constitutionalism and respect for 
the rule of law, which the fight against corruption pursues,” the Venice 
Commission and GRECO underscored. “We encourage you to explore possible 
alternative ways of ensuring that the fight against corruption in line with interna-
tional standards remains a priority for your country.”

Political analyst Vitaliy Portnikov notes that there is a way out of the constitu-
tional crisis. “The first thing that needs to be done is to pass a law in Parliament 
that re-establishes the anti-corruption legislation. And the second: turn to the peo-
ple and society for support.” He pointed out that, “In an analogous situation, when 
Moldova’s Constitutional Court adopted decisions that undermined the legal foun-
dations of the state, its judges weren’t removed by the president or the Parliament. 
They resigned on their own, because they were convinced of the complete public 
rejection of their actions.” 

The good news is that the public in Ukraine has begun to speak out, judging by 
the protests in front of the Constitutional Court building in Kyiv on October 30. 
The people of Ukraine are fed up with corruption and will not stand for this dis-
mantling of anti-corruption structures that takes Ukraine back to a past they have 
repeatedly rejected. 

The Ukrainian Weekly

Last year, on November 8, 2019, the International Court of 
Justice ruled that it indeed has jurisdiction to hear Ukraine’s case 
against Russia regarding Moscow’s actions in eastern Ukraine and 
Crimea. The court rejected Russia’s claims that the court lacks juris-
diction in the proceedings instituted by Ukraine on the basis of 
both the 1999 International Convention for the Suppression of the 

Financing of Terrorism (ICSFT) and the 1965 International Convention on the Elimination 
of All Forms of Racial Discrimination (known as CERD), and found that it has jurisdiction 
to hear Ukraine’s claims made on the basis of both conventions. The court’s judgement is 
“final, without appeal and binding on the parties,” the ICJ stated in a news release.

The ICJ, with its seat at The Hague in the Netherlands, is the principal judicial organ of 
the United Nations, with judges elected to the court for nine-year terms by the U.N. 
General Assembly and the U.N. Security Council. The court’s role is described as twofold: 
“to settle, in accordance with international law, legal disputes submitted to it by states” 
and “to give advisory opinions on legal questions referred to it by duly authorized United 
Nations organs and agencies of the system.”

Ukraine filed its case against Russia with the ICJ on January 16, 2017. RFE/RL reported: 
“Kyiv alleges Moscow has breached a treaty on terrorism financing by arming and support-
ing pro-Russia separatists in eastern Ukraine since 2014. Kyiv has also charged that Russia-
installed authorities have been suppressing the rights of ethnic Tatars and other minorities 
since Russia occupied and illegally annexed Ukraine’s Crimean peninsula in 2014.”

Ukraine’s Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs Olena Zerkal, who led Ukraine’s delegation 
to the ICJ said the ruling was both “a great victory for Ukraine” and “a victory of the rule of 
law,” adding, “We can move forward and [present] all arguments at the court and for the 
international community concerning violations which [took place] on Ukrainian soil. …
That means that Russia will be accountable.”

Nov. 

8
2019

Turning the pages back...

by Halya Coynash

The Court of Appeal in Milan has acquit-
ted Ukrainian National Guard soldier 
Vitaliy Markiv and ordered his release from 
custody. The nightmare for the young 
Ukrainian soldier, which began on June 30, 
2017, is over, but questions should certain-
ly be asked in Italy about how he came to 
be arrested and held in custody for three 
and a half years. 

The prosecution’s case was heavily influ-
enced by Russian propaganda sources 
which were used to justify a slanted view of 
the military conflict in the Donbas, and the 
deaths of Italian photojournalist Andrea 
Rocchelli and his Russian interpreter 
Andrey Mironov in crossfire near Sloviansk 
on May 24, 2014. 

Mr. Markiv is 31 and has lost years of his 
life, being held in an Italian prison and 
reviled by much of the Italian press. He was 
sentenced on July 12, 2019, by a court in 
Pavia to 24 years’ imprisonment after 
being found guilty of extraordinary charges 
which bore a disturbing similarity to those 
which Russia used against former 
Ukrainian military pilot and political pris-
oner Nadiya Savchenko.

The Italian prosecutor essentially 
claimed that the deaths of Rocchelli and 
Mironov had been “murder” and denied 
that there was crossfire, asserting instead 
that the only shelling had come from the 
Ukrainian military, which knew that there 
were civilians below.

Thirty one-year-old Rocchelli was a free-
lance photojournalist who had come to the 
Donbas to cover the military conflict, with 
Mironov as his interpreter. Neither they, 
nor their French colleague William 
Roguelon, were wearing anything to identi-
fy them as journalists when their taxi came 
under fire at a railway crossing near 
Sloviansk.

At the time of the tragic events (around 
6 p.m. on May 24, 2014), Mr. Markiv was 
stationed with other Ukrainian soldiers on 
Mount Karachun. Without ever having vis-
ited the scene of the tragedy, the Italian 
prosecutor first asserted that Mr. Markiv 
had himself killed Rocchelli, but he was 
forced to withdraw this charge since Mr. 

Markiv had not had any access to the mor-
tar shells that killed the men. He was 
instead accused of having provided infor-
mation to the Ukrainian Army about the 
men’s whereabouts, in the knowledge that 
they were journalists.

Over the appeal hearings that began on 
September 29 of this year, the court in 
Milan was presented with evidence gath-
ered by the Ukrainian authorities, by a 
group of Italian and Ukrainian documenta-
ry filmmakers, as well as the conclusions 
reached by an international committee of 
human rights groups regarding the charges 
against Mr. Markiv. 

These proved the distance at which Mr. 
Markiv had been standing and that his rifle 
had not had the optical equipment 
(claimed by the prosecution) needed to 
have seen the journalists. The testimony of 
eyewitnesses was presented, as were bal-
listic assessments from the car of the driver 
who had taken the injured French journal-
ist to a hospital. All of this refuted the pros-
ecution’s claim that there had been shoot-
ing only from the Ukrainian position, and 
indicated that there were all grounds for 
believing that the Ukrainians had been 
responding to shelling from close to where 
the journalists had been trying to shelter. 

It is disturbing that the prosecution had 
never visited the site of the tragedy and had 
not carried out such fundamental forensic, 
ballistic and other assessments. Other 
omissions were equally baffling. In early 
October, a working group made up of mem-
bers of the Russian Memorial Human 
Rights Center, the Ukrainian Center for Civil 
Liberties and international lawyers from 
the French-based Centre de la Protection 
Internationale  issued a damning prelimi-
nary assessment of the course of the 
Markiv trial. This highlighted the extraordi-
nary failure to consider the legal status of 
the military conflict in the Donbas in May 
2014 – the fact that a war was raging at the 
time. There were and remain legitimate 
questions as to why the prosecutor ignored 
this, instead treating Rocchelli’s death as 
deliberate murder. Evidence refuting this 
version was either ignored or not sought, 

UUARC

On September 30, the Luhansk region 
was engulfed by a devastating fire that 
broke out in three areas along the demarca-
tion zone and, due to strong gusts of wind, 
spread with lightning speed. The leading 
Ukrainian News Channel 5 reported the fol-
lowing: “The occupiers created diversions 
by setting fires in the parts of the ‘gray 
zones’ not under the control of the Armed 
Forces of Ukraine. New pockets of fires 
were created by Russian shelling using bul-
lets, shells and missiles.”

The fire spread to 13,000 hectares 
(32,500 acres) and caused widespread 
damage. Entire villages were burned. The 
fire destroyed more than 300 houses, and 
almost 200 people were hospitalized. Sadly, 
people lost all of their lifetime possessions. 
Suffering the greatest losses were the vil-
lages of  Syrotyne,  Voronovo and 
Smolianynove. Unfortunately, the govern-
ment only partially compensates the peo-
ple for their losses.

The UUARC bureau in Kyiv received an 
appeal of assistance from Syrotyne. Fifteen 
elderly people were left without necessary 
medicines. A school with over 100 students 
is without heat and needs a new boiler. 
People need gas stoves. Many need tools 
and household equipment such as shovels, 
rakes, buckets and carts. The villages of 
Voronovo and Syrotyne are asking for 
school supplies, such as books, notebooks 
and “Kobzars” for every classroom. Also 
needed are children’s winter shoes, bed-
ding and disinfectants. 

The director of the UUARC’s Kyiv bureau 
wrote: “From the depth of my heart, I am 
asking the generous donors of the UUARC 
to help those who are continuing to suffer 
from the devastating fires in the Luhansk 
region. May God reward you and your fami-
lies with good health and God’s blessings.”

UUARC urges readers to support the vic-
tims of the fires of the Luhansk region by 
sending checks to: UUARC – “Luhansk 
Forest Fires”, 1206 Cottman Ave., 
Philadelphia, PA 19111.

Markiv acquitted and freed in Italy

UUARC reacts to devastating fire in Luhansk

(Continued on page 11)

Constitutional crisis
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(Continued on page 12)
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One day some time before 1914, an 
elderly gentleman from the Austrian crown-
land of Galicia was strolling through Vienna. 
Seeing some soldiers drilling on a parade 
ground, he asked a nearby officer what regi-
ment that might be. The officer told him. 
“That is my regiment!” the gentleman 
responded. As it turned out, he was the old-
est surviving member of the unit. He was 
invited to headquarters and suitably feted. 

That, at least, is the story he told his son. 
Half a century and half a world away, the 
latter related it to his own grandson.

Another of this gentleman’s stories was 
about a terrible battle he had experienced. 
In a desperate and chaotic retreat, the gun 
carriages had churned up human entrails, 
which lodged under the collar of his uni-
form.

But what battle was this? And in what 
regiment had he served?

Our veteran died around 1930, report-
edly at age 93. He therefore must have 
been born around 1840. Eligible Austrian 
males were conscripted at age 20 and 
could serve up to eight years, plus two 
years’ reserve. This would place his service 
in roughly between 1860 and 1870. What 
wars did Austria fight in those years? Its 
defeats at Magenta and Solferino in 1859 
do not quite match the rout described by 
our protagonist. Nor do the actions in the 
German-Danish war of 1864. That leaves 
the Austro-Prussian war of 1866. 

Though that war was fought in both Italy 
and Bohemia, Austria was victorious in 
Italy. The failed Bohemian campaign 
involved several actions culminating in the 
battle of Königgrätz (today Hradec Králové 
in the Czech Republic), also known as the 
battle of Sadowa, on July 3, 1866. The larg-
est battle of the 19th century, it involved 
between 440,000 and 460,000 men (com-
pare Gettysburg’s roughly 168,000 combat-
ants three years earlier). Total casualties 
(dead, wounded, captured and missing) 
were approximately 53,466 (compare 
Gettysburg’s 51,000). Sadowa is consid-
ered the battle that established Prussian 
leadership in German unification. 

The Austro-Prussian war is also remark-
able for the use of modern technology: rail-
ways, the telegraph and the Prussians’ 
breech-loading Dreyse needle gun, which 
had several advantages over the Austrians’ 
Lorenz muzzle-loaded rifled musket. But 
effective command, strategy and tactics 
were more likely decisive.

In the Austrian Army of the North, sev-
eral infantry regiments were recruited 
from Ukrainian-populated areas . 
Recruiting district headquarters for 
Infantry Regiment No. 9 were in Stryi, for 
Regiment No. 10 in Peremyshl, for No. 15 
(Brigade Fragnern, VIII Army Corps) in 
Ternopil, for No. 24 at Kolomyia. Infantry 
Regiment No. 30 (Brigade Poschacher) was 
recruited in Lviv, No. 55 (Brigade 
Rosenzweig, VI Army Corps) in Berezhany, 
and No. 58 in Stanyslaviv (today’s Ivano-
Frankivsk). No. 77 (Brigade Fragnern, VIII 
Corps), was recruited in Sambir. Since 
Sambir was our hero’s nearest town, it is 
likely that if he fought in the war of 1866, it 
was in the 77th.

At Skalice on June 28, the Fragnern 
Brigade suffered heavy losses in an unau-
thorized attack at  Dubno wood. 
Undaunted, the Ukrainians and Poles of its 
15th regiment boldly charged the 

Prussians, only to be cut down by their rap-
id-firing needle-guns. Geoffrey Wawro 
relates that then, “A wild-eyed battalion of 
Ukrainians fled towards Skalice, overran 
the fortified railroad station and burst into 
General Karl Schulz’s sector on the right 
wing of the Austrian position…” An 
Austrian officer reported being told that 
“the men refused to obey orders and could 
no longer be controlled” (Wawro 171). 
Presently, “400 drunken Ukrainians of the 
15th Regiment, who had somehow man-
aged to cross through enemy fire to the 
east end of the Dubno Forest, took off 
across open ground in mad pursuit of some 
astonished Prussian fusiliers. Their officers 
called them back, to no avail” (Wawro 173). 
In the VIII Corps’ panicked retreat through 
Skalice and over the Aupa bridge, 
Fragnern’s brigade suffered casualties of 
3,200 men and 100 officers (Wawro 174). 

Such accounts reflect the point of view 
of Austrian officers, who may have har-
bored a bias against the “unruly” Slavs. It is 
not inconceivable, moreover, that some 
may have sought to shift the blame for the 
Austrian defeat to their men. Nonetheless, 
this description of the retreat of VIII Corps, 
and particularly of Brigade Fragnern (com-
posed of our protagonist’s presumed 77th 
as well as the 15th regiment) dovetails 
with his account of a chaotic rout. 

In the fighting at Sadowa on July 3, the 
VI Corps, which included the 55th regi-
ment, made four attempts to retake strate-
gically important Chlum by frontal attacks. 
In the first attempt, “… Rosenzweig led his 
Ruthenians, closely supported by the 
Deutschmeister [a Viennese regiment], to 
the very edge of Chlum village where, after 
a frantic fight in the light of the blazing 
church, they were finally forced to retire.” 
(Craig 148) In the last Austrian infantry 
action of the day, a desperate assault on the 
same objective, Brigade Poschacher was 
practically destroyed and its commander 
killed (Craig 158-59). The Ukrainians and 
Poles of its 30th regiment “advanced to the 
edge of Rosberic in three battalion masses, 
took a few tentative steps up the ‘Way of 
the Dead,’ then broke formation and ran.” 
(Wawro 267)

In the final analysis, I do not know 
whether my great-grandfather fought in 
the Austro-Prussian war. The evidentiary 
thread is thin. But as possibly the last of his 
descendants to receive these fragments of 
memory, I felt an obligation to set them 
down and try to determine their context 
and meaning.

Did your forebears fight at Sadowa – or 
Stalingrad, or the Somme? The records 
may be sparse or inaccessible, though 
much is available on the Internet. But even 
if you find nothing conclusive, you will 
learn something of the terrible human 
experience of war. 

Sources: Prussian General Staff, The 
Campaign of 1866 in Germany, von Wright 
and Hozier trans. (London, 1872), book II; 
Gordon A. Craig, The Battle of Königgrätz 
(1964); Glenn Jewison and Jörg C. Steiner, 
http://www.austro-hungarian-army.co.uk/
index.htm; Graham J. Morris, https://bat-
tlefieldanomalies.com/the-battle-of-konig-
gratz-2/; Geoffrey Wawro, The Austro-
Prussian War (1996).

After basically stagnating for 26 years 
under the iron-fisted rule of Alyaksandr 
Lukashenka, the people of Belarus sudden-
ly erupted following the August 9 elections, 
which have been condemned as fraudulent 
by the opposition and Western democra-
cies. Since then, massive protests have been 
held across the country on a daily basis. 
The United States, Canada, the United 
Kingdom and the European Union have all 
initiated sanctions against top Belarusian 
officials, including Mr. Lukashenka himself.

Although there had been opposition to 
Mr. Lukashenka’s rule for a long time, peo-
ple were afraid and expressed their 
thoughts only in closed circles. Until these 
elections, that is.

“This year everything has changed 
because our Belarusian people woke up 
and they are ready to fight for the right …to 
choose a new future for our Belarus. We 
are now united as never before,” noted 
opposition presidential candidate Svetlana 
Tikhanovskaya during a recent webinar 
sponsored by the Munk School of Global 
Affairs and Public Policy at the University 
of Toronto.

But if the disputed elections galvanized 
the Belarusian people to action, it also had 
a profound effect on the Belarusian diaspo-
ra – particularly in Canada.

It is not a large community – some 
20,000. The first Belarusians arrived in 
Canada in 1905, but it wasn’t until 1948 
that the Belarusian Canadian Alliance 
(BCA) was founded by post-war political 
refugees. Like the Ukrainian displaced per-
sons (DPs), these Belarusians came from 
the western part of the country that had 
been under Polish rule prior to the war. 
Very few refugees from the eastern part of 
the country managed to reach the West 
after the war because, under the Yalta 
Agreement, refugees from the pre-war 
boundaries of the USSR were repatriated to 
the Soviet Union and sent right to the 
Gulag. As the refugees who made it to 
Canada had not been exposed to Russificat-
ion, they maintained the Belarusian lan-
guage and even published newspapers in 
their own language at that time. Unlike the 
Ukrainian community, however, their chil-
dren did not maintain the ties, and the BCA 
now consists mostly of immigrants who 
arrived after the collapse of the USSR and 
whose principal language of communica-
tion is Russian. Nevertheless, Belarusian is 
used exclusively for BCA events, leadership 
meetings, documentation and correspon-
dence. And the BCA strives to expand upon 
this. But membership in the BCA was limit-
ed and the organization only had two chap-
ters – in Toronto and Ottawa.

All that changed on August 9.
“There was an unprecedented line in 

front of the Belarus Embassy in Ottawa on 
the day of voting – all day,” says BCA head 
Alena Liavonchanka. “After the horrible 
events of the first protest week, the 
Canadian community was in shock, but 
then people actively engaged in political 
discussions, activism and community work. 
We were proud to be Belarusians, at last. 
Many volunteer groups in major Canadian 
cities are now organizing protests and 
helping families in need in Belarus. There is 
great collaboration between the BCA and 
volunteer initiatives. We provide guidance 
and tools for interacting with Canadian pol-
iticians.”

Indeed, the BCA is looking to expand 
into Winnipeg, Montreal and Edmonton – a 
city which didn’t even have an organized 
Belarusian community prior to the election. 
Anastacia Morozova, who has been one of 
the key figures in organizing the protests in 
Edmonton, says they first connected 
through a Russian Facebook group and 
held a couple of meetings prior to the elec-
tion. Then, on the actual day of the election:

“We as the other millions of Belarusians 
(across the world) joined the telegram 
channel Nexta to watch the results of elec-
tions in real time. It was the only source of 
information abroad and in Belarus where 
the Internet was totally shut down. The 
havoc began. We could not eat, sleep or 
lead our normal lives anymore. It was terri-
fying to see the catastrophe unfolding in 
our blue-eyed Belarus. I felt like the hearts 
of millions of Belarusians started to beat in 
the same rhythm, even if it was the rhythm 
of pain and agony. Every one of us was 
shocked and paralyzed.”

“The next thing I knew I was calling 
another concerned individual and telling 
her we need to gather a meeting. When? 
Tomorrow! After my full-time shift at work 
with trembling hands and eyes full of tears 
I wrote a speech – things I wanted to tell 
the world and break the information vacu-
um. That meeting brought together over 80 
people,” recalls Ms. Morozova.

The next day she was contacted by Ms. 
Liavonchanka, who suggested they work 
together. She also got in touch with another 
interested person in Vancouver, and they 
started coordinating actions through social 
media.

“Within this initiative, we began to plan 
Canada-wide events to support Belarus and 
increase awareness of its tragedy, work on 
petitions and communicate with the 
Canadian government, coordinate liaison 
with the Belarusian diasporas in other 
parts of the world, and work on many other 
current projects that help people in 
Belarus,” says Ms. Morozova.

What has been happening within 
Belarus, the Belarusian community in 
Canada and the Belarusian diaspora else-
where is indeed a growing phenomenon. It 
is as if all the frustrations that were 
supressed during the years of Soviet and 
Lukashenka-era neo-Soviet repression 
have suddenly erupted like a genie bursting 
out of a bottle. And once the genie’s out, 
there’s no way to put him back in.

Despite the fact there are no two nations 
that are closer together in terms of lan-
guage and culture than Ukrainians and 
Belarusians, Ukrainian Canadians have 
known very little about our Belarusian 
brothers and sisters until just now. But 
what is happening has major ramifications 
for our community as well. Ukrainian 
Canadians and Belarusian Canadians are 
united in their desire for self-determina-
tion, their desire to create prosperous and 
functioning democratic societies in our 
respective homelands, and the desire to 
rend asunder the chains of Muscovite 
imperialist oppression. Their struggle is 
our struggle. And as they undergo this 
national rebirth, it is up to us to lend a help-
ing hand.

Ukrainians at Sadowa: A historical investigationProtests galvanize Belarusian Canadian community

Andrew Sorokowski can be reached at 
andrewsorokowski@gmail.com.

Marco Levytsky may be contacted at 
ukrnews@shaw.ca.

by Marco Levytsky

AND WIDE
FROM FAR
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ТА КОНТЕЙНЕРИ 

В УКРАЇНУ

for allegedly coordinating mortar fire that 
killed the journalist and his Russian col-
league, Andrey Mironov, six years ago near 
Sloviansk, a town that was controlled by 
Russian-led forces in Donetsk Oblast. 

The Ukrainian government was a co-
defendant in the case and was accused of 
“crimes against humanity” – a charge that 
Kyiv rejected on jurisdictional grounds. 
Kyiv also argued that the charge was 
groundless because it didn’t fit into any def-
initions outlined by international bodies as 
“being systemic and repeatedly commit-
ted.” Mr. Markiv underscored in his defense 
that “civilians were never the target of the 
Ukrainian Armed Forces.”

The deputy prosecutor of Milan, Nunzia 
Ciaravolo, headed the prosecution. On the 
final day of the court hearing, the prosecu-
tion argued that the court hadn’t “insulted” 
the Ukrainian government. In addition, the 
prosecution argued that, though media 
identification was not worn by the journal-
ist and his interpreter, along with the 
French photographer who was wounded in 
the mortar attack, they were “civilians” 
fired upon by Ukrainian forces – “a viola-
tion of the Geneva Conventions.” 

Mr. Markiv’s defense has maintained 
that prosecutors never proved the national 
guardsman was in the vicinity on the day 

and time the victims were killed and 
wounded. 

Furthermore, his lawyers, Raffaele Della 
Valle and Donatella Rapetti, provided evi-
dence that suggested the victims were 
caught in a crossfire and, given their posi-
tion in a wooded ravine behind a railroad 
passageway of cargo trains, were not visi-
ble from the nearest point where Ukrainian 
soldiers were based – more than 1,700 
meters away. 

At best, Mr. Markiv’s defense argued, the 
evidence prosecutors had provided was 
circumstantial and partly based on Russian 
propaganda and testimony consisting 
mostly of hearsay. 

Only one witness of the events, the 
wounded French journalist, William 
Roguelon, said he surmised the firing was 
coming from the Ukrainian position atop a 
hill that overlooked the area. He gave the 
testimony three years after the tragic 
events, leading the defense to question the 
accuracy of his recollection. 

The defense also pointed out that Mr. 
Roguelon never suspected Mr. Markiv of 
involvement in the crime and even visited 
the national guardsman when he was 
wounded in a hospital and subsequently 
asked him for a bulletproof vest that the 
Ukrainian gave him. 

Russian propaganda seeped its way into 
evidence, and affiliated news outlets kept 
publishing articles leading up to the final 
appellate court hearing, Oles Horodetsky, 

(Continued from page 1)

Milan Appeal Court...

head of the Christian Association of 
Ukrainians Living in Italy, said on Facebook. 

One article, published on the eve of the 
final hearing by Ukraina.ru implicated Mr. 
Markiv and called him a “Nazi.” The 
Russian-language website, which often 
reports news about Ukraine with a pro-
Kremlin slant, published a picture found on 
the Ukrainian’s phone posing with com-
rades-in-arms with a flag bearing a swasti-
ka. Mr. Markiv, and others who served with 
him, have stated the flag was a war trophy 
captured from Russian-led militants during 
fighting in Donetsk Oblast. 

Mr. Horodetsky previously told The 
Ukrainian Weekly that the local media 
often echoed Russian propaganda messag-
es calling the Euro-Maidan revolution “ille-
gal” and the Russian-instigated war in the 
Donbas a “peaceful uprising.”

However, in the weeks leading up to the 
final appellate court hearing, Italian media 
started publishing articles that questioned 
the prosecutor’s version of events while 
pointing to Mr. Markiv’s innocence. They 
included: Libero, Milano Today, Linkiesta 
and Il Foglio. 

In addition, a working group consisting 

of the Russian Memorial Human Rights 
Center, of which Mr. Mironov was a mem-
ber, the Ukrainian Center for Civil Liberties 
and international lawyers from the France-
based Centre de la Protection Internatio-
nale (CPI) delivered a preliminary assess-
ment that favored Mr. Markiv’s defense. 

“The lack of objectivity [by prosecutors] 
was doubtless influenced by the very sus-
pect reliance on propaganda sources of 
information about the events in Ukraine in 
May 2014,” the KHPG stated on November 
4. “It is therefore an immense relief that the 
Italian justice system has, albeit belatedly, 
taken a different turning.” 

Mr. Markiv was arrested at the Bologna 
airport on June 30, 2017, while on leave from 
service during a trip to visit his mother, with 
whom he had lived in Italy for nearly 10 
years before returning to Ukraine to join the 
Euro-Maidan movement in December 2013.

After Russia forcibly seized Ukraine’s 
Crimean peninsula in early 2014, he joined 
the National Guard and saw combat near 
Sloviansk. The Italian journalist was on the 
Russian-controlled side when he died and 
was accredited with the self-proclaimed, 
Kremlin-backed “separatists.” 

Ukrainian National Guardsman Vitaliy Markiv is reunited with his mother, Oksana 
Maksymchuk (far right), sister, Ruslana Markiv, and stepfather, Manlio Rogani, 

upon being released from a maximum security prison in Milan on November 3.

Oles Horodetsky

Ukrainian National Guardsman Vitaliy Markiv (center) stands with Internal Affairs 
Minister Arsen Avakov and his mother, Oksana Maksymchuk, outside a high-securi-

ty prison in Milan on November 3.

Internal Affairs Ministry of Ukraine
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Constitutional Court members. The presi-
dent has asked the Verkhovna Rada to dis-
solve the Constitutional Court and restore 
the anti-corruption laws in question, saying 
the court’s move could jeopardize vital 
international economic aid. But the out-
come of the vote in Parliament is uncertain. 
Mr. Zelenskyy on November 2 warned that 
the country could slide into chaos if 
Parliament does not reinstate anti-corrup-
tion reforms. (RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service, 
with reporting by Reuters and UNIAN)

G-7 “alarmed” by rollback of reforms

The Group of Seven leading industrial-
ized countries says it is “alarmed” by the 
rollback of reforms in Ukraine after the 
Constitutional Court stripped the country’s 
anti-corruption agency of some of its criti-
cal powers. “The G-7 ambassadors are 
alarmed by efforts to undo the anti-corrup-
tion reforms that followed the Revolution 
of Dignity,” the group said in a statement on 
October 29, referring to the 2014 pro-West-
ern Euro-Maidan uprising by its official 
name in Ukraine. “Too much progress has 
been made, Ukraine must not go back to 
the past,” the statement adds. (RFE/RL, 
with reporting by Reuters and AFP)

IMF mission expected in mid-November

Ukraine Business News reported that 
Ukraine expects an IMF review mission to 
come to Kyiv in mid-November, as Yulia 
Kovaliv, President Volodymyr Zelenskyy’s 
deputy chief of staff, told Bloomberg. 
Approval by the team would lead to the 
release of a $700 million tranche, a move 

that would trigger the release of an addi-
tional $1 billion in European Union and 
World Bank aid, said Ms. Kovaliv, who is in 
charge of cooperation with foreign donors. 
After Naftogaz pulled its $500 million 
Eurobond placement last week, Ms. Kovaliv 
said Ukraine will only return to the 
Eurobond market with an IMF program on 
track. Ukraine Business News reported: 
“Two issues cloud a resumption of IMF dis-
bursements for Ukraine: the budget deficit 
and central bank independence. Through 
September, Ukraine’s budget deficit is $2.9 
billion – four times greater that it was for 
the first nine months of last year, according 
to the State Treasury Service. About 80 per-
cent of the deficit stems from the creation 
last April of a special fund to fight COVID. 
About half of this money ended up being 
spent on road construction.” The publica-
tion also noted that the matters of the cen-
tral bank’s independence returned to the 
headlines with angry public statements by 
two board members who were reprimand-
ed two weeks ago. Ukraine Business News 
reported: “Both members, Kateryna 
Rozhkova and Dmitro Sologub, are the only 
holdovers from the National Bank of 
Ukraine Board that carried out the massive 
bank clean-up of 2015-2017. Rather than 
leave quietly, Rozhkova, first deputy gover-
nor, posted a blast on her Facebook page 
yesterday. ‘Such a decision destroys collegi-
ality and poses threats to the National 
Bank’s truly impartial decisions,’ she said, 
reacting to last week’s decision to strip her 
of almost all her power inside the central 
bank. ‘This does not comply with the prin-
ciples of independence that were laid in the 
basis of the transformation of the National 
Bank in 2014-2015. I will remind you that 
this transformation was carried out with 

the IMF requirements.’ Sologub, also a dep-
uty governor, tweeted that the attempted 
purge ‘was done in a murky and non-trans-
parent way.’ ” (Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress Daily Briefing)

Russia sentences three Crimean Tatars

A court in Russia has sentenced three 
Crimean Tatars to lengthy prison terms on 
charges of being members of a banned 
Islamic group. The Southern Military 
Regional court in the city of Rostov-on-Don 
on November 3 sentenced Rustem 
Emiruseinov to 17 years, Arsen Abkhaitov 
to 13 years and Eskendir Abulganiyev to 12 
years in prison. The three men were found 
guilty of being members of Hizb ut-Tahrir 
Islamic, a group that has been labeled as 
extremist and banned in Russia, but is legal 
in Ukraine. They were arrested in February 
last year after police searched their homes 
in Ukraine’s Russia-annexed Crimea. Some 
200 people gathered in front of the court’s 
building on November 3 to support the 
defendants. Police detained several of the 
gathered people, including three journal-
ists. (Crimea Desk, RFE/RL’s Ukrainian 
Service)

Naftogaz chief urges more  U.S.  sanctions 

Ukraine’s natural-gas chief has urged the 
United States to expand sanctions aimed at 
stopping construction of a nearly complete 
Russian energy pipeline that would bring 

gas to Germany under the Baltic Sea. 
Andriy Kobolyev, the chief executive officer 
of state-owned Naftogaz, told RFE/RL in an 
interview on October 29 during a visit to 
Washington that he tied his trip to the U.S. 
capital to congressional discussions on a 
bill that would widen sanctions against the 
Kremlin-backed Nord Stream 2 pipeline. 
There has been some concern that the bill, 
known as the Protecting Europe’s Energy 
Security Clarification Act (PEESCA), could 
be dropped from the 2021 National 
Defense Authorization Act amid worries it 
could further hurt already strained U.S.-
German relations. Nord Stream 2 runs from 
Russia to Germany under the Baltic Sea, 
bypassing Ukraine. The pipeline could 
potentially deprive Kyiv of billions of dol-
lars in transit fees over the coming years if 
it is completed. PEESCA would widen the 
scope of sanctions to include any individual 
or entity providing insurance or welding 
services for the project as well as potential-
ly anyone providing testing or inspection 
services. Mr. Kobolyev told RFE/RL he 
believes the additional sanctions “will com-
pletely stop this pipeline from being fin-
ished.” If Congress approves PEESCA, Mr. 
Kobolyev estimates Russia would need to 
increase the amount of natural gas it plans 
to ship to Europe through Ukraine next 
year by half. He said that Moscow had 
already inquired about increasing the vol-
umes in 2021. (Todd Prince of RFE/RL)

(Continued from page 2)
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A blessing of the headstone for 

Dr. Martha Kushnir 
will take place on Saturday, November 14, 2020, at 1 p.m.  

at St. Andrew Cemetery in South Bound Brook, NJ.

On this day please remember my dearest sister in your prayers.

May her memory be eternal.

Lesia Kushnir with son George

With deep sorrow and grief we announce
 the passing on October 11, 2020, of

Christina Shewchuk
born on February 14, 1950, 

in Munich, Germany, 
to John and Julia Pytlowany.

Chris was a devoted friend, who will be remembered for her warm 
heart, perpetual smile and sense of humor.

Funeral services took place Tuesday, October 20, 2020, at Holy Trinity 
Ukrainian Catholic Church in Kerhonkson, NY. She was laid to rest at 
Holy Spirit Cemetery in Hamptonburgh, NY.

Rest in eternal peace dear Chris. You will be missed. We shall always 
cherish your memory.

Вічная пам’ять!

ly pugnacious Franak Viachorka, who 
serves as “advisor to Svetlana Tikhanovs-
kaya on international affairs,” acknowledg-
es that some contacts between them and 
members of the Lukashenka administration 
are taking place through go-betweens 
(Svaboda.org, October 29). Natalya 
Kochanova, who chairs the upper chamber 
of the Belarusian Parliament, discussed the 
prospects of a national dialogue with Sergei 
Cherechen, a businessman and a 2020 pres-
idential hopeful (Tut.by, October 29). 

One of the problems, of course, is that 
representatives of the opposition are suspi-
cious of other such representatives who 
may be involved in talks with the regime. 
Mr. Viachorka, for example, shared his sus-
picion regarding Messrs. Voskresensky’s 
and Cherechen’s intentions. It seems the 
philosopher Mr. Bobrovich is correct: the 
mediators’ lot is hardly enviable. And this 
may be the most fundamental problem for 
today’s Belarus.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 2)

The unenviable...

The ICJ ruling also meant that details of 
the Malaysia Airlines Flight 17 (MH17) case 
will be aired during Ukraine’s arguments. 
Russia, as a permanent member of the U.N. 
Security Council, had vetoed an interna-
tional tribunal to prosecute those responsi-
ble for MH17’s downing. However, “this 
court will hear this case and it might be 
that it will have an influence on the Russian 
position in the Security Council and that we 
will achieve justice,” Ms. Zerkal explained.

Russia’s Foreign Affairs Ministry reacted 
to the news with confidence that the ICJ 
will “eventually reject all of Ukraine’s 
claims.” 

The U.S. Embassy in Ukraine and 
Ukraine’s Embassy in the U.S. hailed the 
court’s ruling. “This is a major step toward 
protecting Ukraine’s sovereignty, territorial 
integrity and democracy, and holding 
Russia accountable for its actions,” the U.S. 
Embassy wrote via Twitter.

The ICJ, The Ukrainian Weekly’s editorial 
noted, moves slowly, and a verdict was 
expected no earlier than 2022. Additional 

crimes by Russia and its proxies in eastern 
Ukraine and in Russia-annexed Crimea 
were expected to continue while a verdict 
was awaited. 

However, hope remained that Ukraine’s 
successful use of international law in its 
fight against Russia will strengthen Kyiv’s 
position on the international arena at this 
critical time of negotiations regarding 
Crimea and the Donbas.

In July 2020, the ICJ ordered that the 
time limit for the filing of the Counter-
Memorial of the Russian Federation in the 
case would be extend from December 8, 
2020, to April 8, 2021, citing restrictions 
due to COVID-19 that “had led to ongoing 
difficulties and related delays in the prepa-
ration of that pleading.” 

Ukraine’s delegation filed an opposition 
to the extension of the time limit for filing, 
“explaining that the coronavirus-related 
restrictions currently in place did not justi-
fy the extension requested, and that an 
extension would be severely prejudicial to 
Ukraine and would unduly delay the reso-
lution of the case by the Court.”

Source: “At the International Court of 
Justice,” The Ukrainian Weekly, November 
17, 2019.

(Continued from page 6)

Turning...

part of the Southern Gas Corridor and 
designed to become an alternative route for 
natural gas supplies to Europe. This net-
work of pipelines will send gas from the 
Azerbaijani offshore Shah Deniz field, 
bypassing Russia, through Turkey and 
Greece to Southeastern Europe (Nangs.org, 
October 14).

Moscow is left with fewer and fewer 
opportunities to resort to oil and gas black-
mail in pursuit of its foreign policy interests; 
as other countries’ dependence on Russian 

energy continue to dwindle, so does 
Russia’s ability to dictate its own terms in 
the region. Russian observers already 
acknowledge that Russia has little or no 
leverage to stem the rise of Turkey and pre-
vent the creation of new defense alliances 
along their country’s borders (T.me/russi-
ca2, October 17). The further extension of 
these trends promises to significantly 
change the balance of power in the Black 
Sea region and the South Caucasus.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 3)

Ukraine’s...
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around the world to cover local communities where Ukrainians and 
those of Ukrainian descent reside
•	 Monitor	news	sources	(news	services,	other	media,	websites)
In addition, work with the Publisher to:
•	 Develop	and	function	within	publication	budgets
•	 Coordinate	development	of	sales	and	marketing	strategies	 for	

the publications

The Editors will work with the staffs of both publications, as well 
as the Publisher, to set editorial and marketing priorities to include: 
establishment of a new digital strategy for the two publications; iden-
tification of contributors from across the globe; development of stan-
dard and special content categories; coordination with advertising 
and outreach efforts. 

    Professional Requirements for Editors

•	 Strong	 editorial	 background	 and	 substantial	
journalistic	experience

•	 Fluency	 in	 both	 Ukrainian	 and	 English,	 with	
Ukrainian as the primary language for Svoboda and 
English as the primary language for The Ukrainian 
Weekly

•	 University	degree	in	journalism,	media	commu-
nications, or related field

•	 Proven	 ability	 to	 work	 with	 correspondents	
around the globe

•	 Familiarity	with	Ukrainian	communities	of	North	
America; familiarity with communities abroad — a 
plus

•	 Knowledge	 of	 history	 and	 current	 events	
regarding Ukraine

•	 Excellent	knowledge	of	editorial	software,	famil-
iarity with design software, and strong understand-
ing of online capabilities, in particular, research and 
use of social media

Both positions offer a flexible work environment; Editors can work remotely with occasional visits to the UNA Home Office in 
Parsippany, NJ. 

The UNA seeks proactive and collaborative individuals who can communicate clearly and work closely with the Publisher, 
members of the Ukrainian community, as well as global organizations. 

Join our team! Please send cover letter, resume, four writing samples (preferably two in English, two in Ukrainian) and con-
tact information for three recommendations to: info@unainc.org or Ukrainian National Association, 2200 Route 10, Parsippany, 
NJ 07054.

EXCITING OPPORTUNITIES FOR CREATIVE, INNOVATIVE MEDIA PROFESSIONALS

EDITOR: SVOBODA            EDITOR: THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY

although easily found by the documentary 
filmmakers.

As part of their assessment, the working 
group analyzed coverage of the original 
trial in the Italian media and concluded 
that the negative public background had 
led to a violation of Mr. Markiv’s right to be 
presumed innocent until proven guilty. 
They found, on the contrary, a general pre-
sumption of guilt and frequent use of clichés, 
stereotypes and wrong assessments regard-
ing Mr. Markiv, Ukraine and Ukrainians.

The lack of objectivity was doubtless 
influenced by the very suspect reliance on 
propaganda sources of information about 
the events in Ukraine in May 2014. Even 
The New York Times reported in December 
2019 that “it raised eyebrows when the 
court released its reasoning in the fall 
showing that among the evidence present-
ed by Italian prosecutors were reports 
from publications that are generally con-
sidered outlets for Russian propaganda.”

Now that Mr. Markiv is finally free, it 
would be worth considering how the 
Italian public prosecutor came to bring and 
stubbornly defend charges that bear a dis-
turbing similarity to those brought by 
Russia against Ms. Savchenko. 

In both cases, journalists were caught up 
in situations where two warring sides were 
engaged in active combat, yet it was claimed 
that one side had deliberately targeted the 
men as civilians or even journalists. Both 
Ms. Savchenko and Mr. Markiv supposedly 
helped the Ukrainian military target the 
journalists. There was plenty of objective 
evidence demonstrating that, in both cases, 
Ms. Savchenko and Mr. Markiv could not 
have seen the journalists and recognized 
them as such – yet all of this was ignored. 

Russia’s “trial” of Ms. Savchenko and her 
22-year sentence were internationally rec-
ognized as a travesty of justice and as part 
of Russia’s aggression against Ukraine. It is 
therefore an immense relief that the Italian 
justice system has, albeit belatedly, taken a 
different turning. 

(Continued from page 6)

Markiv acquitted...

Explore the archives of The Ukrainian Weekly and Svoboda online: www.ukrweekly.com • www.svoboda-news.com
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A drive-in graduation to remember at Manor College
by Emily Carroll

JENKINTOWN, Pa. – If you were in the 
vicinity of Fox Chase Road in this 
Philadelphia suburb on October 10, you 
likely heard the roaring cheers and loud car 
horns of the graduating class of Manor 
College. The college held its annual 2020 
commencement ceremony in a different 
way this year. 

Typically, the entire campus community, 
including the graduating class along with 
their families, joins together in the gymna-
sium. This year, due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic, the college held the 69th com-
mencement ceremony in the parking lot in 
drive-in style. 

While the new, socially distanced format 
did change the number of hugs and hand-
shakes that were able to be shared, this 
shift in modality did not at all take away 
from the accomplishments of the graduat-
ing class. 

Serving as master of ceremonies was 
Danielle Preston, a Philadelphia market 
audit leader at RSM US LLP and member of 
the Manor College Board of Trustees.

 Student speakers included Jamal Utqi, 
Manor’s first-ever bachelor’s degree gradu-
ate, and Privish Sadaqat, a top-notch stu-
dent who immigrated to the United States 
from Pakistan just two years ago. Both 
speakers mentioned how grateful they 
were for their experiences at Manor and 
underscored that their fellow graduates 
should be proud of accomplishing so much 
during a pandemic. 

Leslie Turner, business leader and for-
mer executive for the Hershey Co., Coca 
Cola Co. and the Clinton Administration, 
addressed the crowd, lined up in cars, tun-
ing in through an FM radio station. A theme 
in Ms. Turner’s speech was the importance 
of memories. She stressed the significance 
of always remembering this special occa-

sion, as it is one of the most meaningful 
days in a student’s life. “Don’t stop here. 
Keep dreaming; keep defying the odds,” she 
told the graduates, the majority of whom 
are first-generation college students. 

The commencement’s master of ceremo-
nies, Ms. Preston, commented: “I am very 
blessed to have been a part of such a joyous 
occasion. There was such a great energy, as 
we were able to celebrate the successes of 
our 2020 graduates. I’m proud to be part of 

an institution that continues to be innova-
tive while navigating the recent challenges.”

Located in suburban Philadelphia, 
Manor College is America’s only accredited 
institution of higher education founded by 
Ukrainian Sisters, the Sisters of Saint Basil 
the Great. Manor offers more than 50 asso-
ciate’s, bachelor’s and certificate programs 
in allied health, arts and sciences, business 
and professional studies, and education. To 
learn more go to www.manor.edu. 

Manor College President Jonathan Peri 
addresses the commencement crowd.

Business leader Leslie Turner speaks at the Manor College graduation.

 COMMUNITY CHRONICLE

by Vira Bodnaruk

NORTH PORT, Fla. – Board members of 
St. Andrew’s Ukrainian Religious and 
Cultural Center (known as Oseredok) and 
members of the Ukrainian Orthodox 
community met on October 11 for a lun-
cheon to honor Father Ivan Fatenko and 
his wife, Anastasia, who are moving to 
New Jersey. 

Father Fatenko has selflessly served the 
Ukrainian Orthodox community of North 
Port, Fla., for almost 20 years, and will be 
remembered as a dedicated spiritual pas-
tor. His wife also was devoted to the 
Ukrainian community; she organized and 
prepared the yearly Christmas Eve suppers, 

Easter luncheons, St. Andrew’s Feast Day 
dinners, and baked and prepared Ukrainian 
dishes for many bazaars.

The president of Oseredok, Victor 
Lisnyczyj, thanked Father Fatenko for his 
many years of spiritual service to the 
Ukrainian community and presented him 
and Mrs. Fatenko with two large portraits 
that he created in memory of their years at 
St. Andrew’s Oseredok. 

Cultural Affairs chairperson Halia 
Lisnyczyj thanked Mrs. Fatenko for her 
many years of organizing and preparing 
delicious traditional Ukrainian dinners and 
baked goods. Olia Babchuk of the Ukrainian 

by Olesia Matijcio

EAST CHATHAM, N.Y. – True to the spirit 
of volunteerism and giving back, several 
members of the Spartanky sorority, New 
England Chapter, of Plast Ukrainian 
Scouting Organization contributed their 
time and efforts to spruce up one of the 
buildings at the Plast camp Vovcha Tropa in 
East Chatham, N.Y. 

Armed with supplies donated by Mako 
Stasiuk (father-in-law of Spartanky mem-
ber Chrystia Stasiuk), Hope Rock 
Gardening (a business run by Nadia and 
Petro Gluch) and contributions from other 

Spartanky members, four enthusiastic Plast 
members, Nadia Gluch (project organizer), 
Talia Danysh, Lesia Magun and Kiki Zinycz, 
arrived early on Saturday October 3, rolled 
up their sleeves and got to work.

The primary goal was to put a new face 
on the building used during the summer by 
the youngest Plast campers. Starting early 
in the morning, the crew cleaned, swept and 
painted to ready the building – hopefully for 
use during the 2021 summer session.

Upon completion of the work, Joe Patti, 
overseer of the Vovcha Tropa grounds and 
member of Regional Camp Committee, said 
he was impressed with a job well done. 

North Port’s religious and cultural center
bids farewell to Father Ivan Fatenko

Spartanky Plast Sorority members
spruce up campground building

Oseredok board members with Father Ivan and Anastasia Fatenko (holding gifts). Members of the Spartanky sorority spruce up a building at the Vovcha Tropa Plast 
camp that is used during the summer by the youngest campers: (from left) Nadia 

Gluch, Kiki Zinycz and Lesia Magun. 

Victor	Lisnyczyj
Nadia Gluch

(Continued on page 15)
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Ongoing Online and in-person exhibit, “The Spirit of Beads: Sharing Our 
Toronto Stories,” St. Vladimir Institute, Ukrainian Museum of Canada –
 Ontario Branch, 416-923-9861 or www.umcontario.com

Through Virtual art exhibit, “Holodomor: A Remembrance,” with
November 30  works by Lydia Bodnar-Balahutrak, Ukrainian American 
Online Cultural Club of Houston, www.uacch.net (hosted virtually 
 through various universities, Ukrainian institutions, museums
 and organizations)

Through Exhibition, “Moving Forward in a Time of Change: Our New
December 13 Relationship to the World We Live In,” Chicago Sculpture
Chicago International Biennial Exhibition, Ukrainian Institute of
 Modern Art, www.uima-chicago.org or 773-227-5522

November 11 Webinar with Justin Houser, “Naming the Nameless: 
Online Discovering Repressed Relatives from Ukrainian Lands,” 
 Nashi Predky Genealogy Group, Ukrainian History and 
 Education Center, www.ukrhec.org or 732-356-0132

November 13 Book discussion, “Forgotten Bastards of the Eastern Front: 
Online American Airmen Behind the Soviet Lines and the Collapse 
 of the Grand Alliance” by Serhii Plokhy, Ukrainian Institute 
 of America, www.zoom.us or 212-288-8660

November 15 Children’s candle-making workshop with Oksana Pasakas 
Online honoring the victims of the Holodomor, “Light a Candle,”
 Ukrainian History and Education Center, www.ukrhec.org

November 18 Panel presentation, “Ukrainian Modernism, 1900-1930: A 
Online Reappraisal,” with George Grabowicz, Myroslava Mudrak and
 Vita Susak, Harvard University, https://huri.harvard.edu

November 18 Holodomor webinar with artist Lesia Maruschak, featuring 
Online the exhibit “Maria,” Ukrainian National Federation (Ottawa-
 Gatineau Branch), https://zoom.us or 613-596-8188

November 19 Webinar, Toronto Annual Ukrainian Famine Lecture with 
Online Bohdan Klid, “The Last Stand: The Third All-Ukrainian 
 Conference of the Communist Party (Bolsheviks) of Ukraine
 and the Holodomor,” Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Studies,
 Zoom.us or www.facebook.com/canadian.institute.of.  
 ukrainian.studies

November 21 Online presentation, “Leadership in the 21st Century,” with 
Online keynote address by Ambassador William B. Taylor, Ukraine 
 Global Scholars, https://rb.gy/lyppc or
 https://UkraineGlobalScholars.org

November 24 Webinar with Valentyna Kharkhun, “Dealing with a 
Online Contested Past: ‘Monument Wars’ in Ukraine and the 
 U.S.A.,” Columbia University, http://harriman.columbia.edu/
 programs/ukrainian-studies-program

November 24 Geneaology webinar with Col. Viktor Siromakha, “Be a 
Online Cossack: My Cossack Ancestry,” Ukrainian Genealogy Group, 
 http://ukrainiangenealogygroup-ncr.org/

November 26 Webinar, “How Local Ottawa Ukrainian-Owned Businesses 
Online Have Been Impacted by COVID-19,” Ukrainian Canadian 
 Professional and Business Association – Ottawa, 
 https://ucpbaottawa.ca or http://bit.ly/UCPBAnov2020

November 26 Thanksgiving Dinner To-Go, Ukrainian Cultural Center,
Warren, MI 586-757-8130 or info@ukrainianculturalcenter.com

Entries in “Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to events 
advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome submissions 
from all our readers. Items will be published at the discretion of the editors 
and as space allows. Please send e-mail to mdubas@ukrweekly.com.

TORONTO – The Ukrainian Museum of 
Canada, Ontario Branch (UMC OB) and the 
Native Canadian Center of Toronto (NCCT) 
present the opening of their first collabora-
tion celebrating Ukrainian and Indigenous 
cultures and the relationships each shares 
with beadwork. 

“The Spirit of Beads: Sharing Our 
Stories” showcases beautiful beadwork in 
Ukrainian and Indigenous artifacts to high-
light the cultural importance of beadwork 
in many distinct communities that continue 
to thrive today. Inspired by the two-row 
wampum belt, the exhibition highlights 
each artifact in a parallel pathway to main-
tain cultural integrity, while offering a 
mutually respectful study of the differences 
and similarities in beadwork techniques 
and motifs.

“The exhibition aims to appeal to a 
diverse group of guests of different ages, 
experiences, interests and prior knowledge 
through the medium of storytelling,” exhib-
it curator Lily Stafford notes. “It is our 
intention to celebrate this beautiful art 
form, and focus on the ways in which it can 
unify and strengthen a connection between 
our communities.”

The exhibition explores how the tradi-
tional art of beadwork has come to repre-
sent the complex identity of each of these 
cultures, from their earliest origins to their 
contemporary forms. In addition, the exhi-

bition offers insight into how each artifact 
is made, delving into motifs, symbolism 
and spiritual meanings. The show also fea-
tures the work of six contemporary 
Ukrainian and Indigenous beadwork artists 
who demonstrate how the different tech-
niques of beading have evolved throughout 
history.

In light of the COVID-19 pandemic, UMC 
OB and NCCT are offering this exhibition as 
a digital opening via Zoom Video 
Communications (October 25), as well as 
an interactive virtual walk-through of the 
exhibition currently on display at the UMC 
OB. The interactive virtual tour will be 
available for public access following the 
opening at www.umcontario.com. 

Beginning November 3, the exhibition 
will also be open to in-person visits by 
appointment with strict COVID-19 proto-
cols, including a mandatory mask policy, in 
place. For more information on UMC OB’s 
COVID-19 policy and protocols readers 
may visit www.umcontario.com/covid.

Donations can be made via the UMC OB 
website to support the current and any 
upcoming exhibits. Follow UMC OB at @
umcontario on Instagram and Ukrainian 
Museum of Canada Ontario Branch on 
Facebook. Follow NCCT on Instagram and 
Twitter at @nativecentre and Native 
Canadian Center of Toronto on Facebook 
for the latest updates.

“The Spirit of Beads: Sharing Our Stories”
presents Ukrainian and Indigenous culturesVillage development, where Father and 

Mrs. Fatenko lived, thanked them with a 
huge bouquet of flowers.

Even though the number of people invit-
ed to the luncheon was limited because of 

coronavirus, there were still 45 persons in 
attendance, all wearing masks and main-
taining a six-foot distance from each other. 

Board members of Oseredok responsi-
ble for the success of this event, in addition 
to the Lisnyczyjs and Ms. Babchuk, were 
Natalie Newmerzhycky, Vlad Szpiczka, Vira 
and Bohdan Bodnaruk, and Roxolana 
Saciuk.

(Continued from page 14)

North Port’s...

St. Andrew’s Ukrainian Cultural and Religious Center (Oseredok) in North Port, Fla.

Victor	Lisnyczyj
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