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by Bohdan Nahaylo

As Ukraine prepares to mark the anni-
versaries of the beginning of the Orange 
Revolution on November 22, 2004, and the 
Euro-Maidan, which was launched on 
November 23, 2013, and by the beginning 
of the following year evolved into the 
Revolution of Dignity, Belarusians on 
November 16 marked the 100th day of 
their white-red-white national revolution. 

They have revolted against the dictator-
ship of Alyaksandr Lukashenka, who after 26 
years in power has once again imprisoned 
rivals and rigged the August 9 presidential 
election. The Belarusian people’s resistance 
has now lasted longer than the 95-day 
Ukrainian popular insurrection against the 
kleptocracy of President Viktor Yanukovych 
and his pro-Russian lurch when Ukraine was 
poised to enter into an Association 
Agreement with the European Union.

Both the political leadership and civil 
society of Ukraine have been challenged by 
questions about the extent to which they 
should support the Belarusian democratic 
movement. Natural impulses to support a 
neighbor in need as it seeks to throw off a 
stifling dictatorship have been counter-bal-
anced by concerns about national interests 

and the motives of the leaders of the 
Belarusian liberation movement.

Whether warranted or not, some in 
Ukraine were initially suspicious that what 
was under way in Belarus was an attempt 
by Moscow to replace the obstreperous Mr. 
Lukashenka through a democratic election 
with a more appealing but docile pro-Rus-
sian candidate. 

Mr. Lukashenka, a wary megalomaniac, 
put an end to that possibility and specula-
tion and forcefully rejected any notion of 
regime change – whatever its source. But, 
disowned by his own people, he has had to 
dispense with any pretense of balancing 
between Russia and the West, and to pros-
trate himself before the Kremlin. 

Russia’s Vladimir Putin may not like Mr. 
Lukashenka, but he has chosen to back him 
for the time being rather than see another 
democratic revolution succeed on his door-
step. On November 13, Kremlin spokesper-
son Dmitry Peskov reaffirmed that Moscow 
– unlike the EU, the U.S., Canada and 
Ukraine – continues to regard Mr. Luka-
shenka as the legitimate president of 
Belarus, whose economy Russia has long 
”subsidized.”

(Continued on page 14)

by Roman Tymotsko

LVIV – On Saturday, November 14, 
Ukraine entered the first weekend of its 
new quarantine regime, whereby there are 
additional restrictions on weekends. On 

Saturdays and Sundays, bars, restaurants, 
cafes and other catering establishments are 
closed. Shopping centers and entertain-
ment establishments are closed. Establish-
ments of trade and consumer services are 
closed, with few exceptions. Gyms and 
swimming pools are closed. The govern-
ment’s “weekend quarantine” is slated to 
last until November 30. In addition, previ-
ous anti-epidemic restrictions that affected 
regions with the worst coronavirus out-
breaks will now apply to all regions.

However, many Ukrainians are not 
happy with the government’s decision, and 
the weekend quarantine has provoked 
strong opposition from small businesses 
which say the government is depriving 
them of the means to survive. The Cabinet 
of Ministers, meanwhile, has offered assur-
ances that it is preparing compensation for 
businesses affected by the restrictions.

The most powerful resistance against 
the new restrictions came from local coun-
cils in several Ukrainian cities. The mayors 
of Lviv, Ivano-Frankivsk, Mukachevo, 
Zhytomyr, Cherkasy, Mykolayiv, Ternopil 
and Odesa stated that the weekend quaran-
tine would not be enforced in their cities.

In Lviv, Mayor Andriy Sadovyi reported 
that the city’s executive committee had 
declared all Saturdays and Sundays 
through the end of November as working 
days. “This means that it’s impossible to 
introduce a weekend quarantine in Lviv 
because we do not have weekends. People 
have the right to work,” he said. 

“Every Lviv establishment that will be 
fined this weekend will show police offi-
cers a photo of the president [Volodymyr 

Amid surge in Ukraine’s coronavirus cases,
opposition to ‘weekend quarantine’ grows

(Continued on page 11)

Police officers on patrol in Lviv’s city center to prevent people from entering restau-
rants during the weekend quarantine.

Petro Zadorozhnyy
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Ukraine and the ongoing Belarus factor

UCC’s first-ever online annual meeting
begins celebrations of its 80th anniversary

OTTAWA – The Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress (UCC) held its annual general 
meeting (AGM) on Saturday, November 7. 
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the AGM 
was held online for the first time ever, 
with over 80 delegates and guests in 
attendance.

This meeting marked 80 years since 
the founding of the UCC, and special greet-
ings were presented by dignitaries to 
mark this auspicious anniversary. These 
video greetings will be available on the 
UCC’s website in the coming days. The 
UCC’s 80th anniversary project was 
launched at the AGM. The video can be 
viewed at https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=rBm17SNFjso.

 ”Our community has responded to the 
challenges brought on by the COVID-19 
pandemic with unity, strength and pur-
pose,” stated Alexandra Chyczij, national 
president of the UCC. “Thank you to the 
dedicated volunteers and generous 
donors and sponsors from coast to coast 
who make the work of the UCC possible. 
On behalf of the UCC, thank you to every-
one who made this year’s AGM a success.”

The AGM heard President Chyczij’s 
report. Delegates reviewed progress on 
the resolutions adopted by the XXVI 
Triennial Congress of Ukrainian Canadians 
last year and discussed plans for the 
upcoming year, along the three pillars of 
the UCC’s work: “Developing our 
Ukrainian Canadian Community; Celebra-

ting and Advancing our Ukrainian 
Canadian Identity; Supporting Ukraine.”

The AGM heard reports from the UCC 
Charitable and Educational Trust, the 
Canada-Ukraine Foundation, the Ukrainian 
Canadian Foundation of Taras Shevchenko, 

Delegates to the first-ever online annual general meeting of the Ukrainian 
Canadian Congress, which was held on November 7.

UCC

(Continued on page 11)
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12,496 new COVID-19 cases in one day

Ukraine’s Public Health Center reported 
that as of November 18, there are 12,496 
officially confirmed case of COVID-19 in the 
country, including 535 children and 529 
health-care workers. During the previous 
24 hours, 1,668 persons were hospitalized, 
256 patients died and 8,096 persons recov-
ered. On November 17, 11,968 new cases 
of coronavirus were recorded. On 
November 16, there were 9,832 new cases; 
on November 15 – 10,681; on November 
14 – 12,524; and November 13 – 11,787 
and on November 12 – 11,057. (Interfax-
Ukraine)

Zelenskyy defends partial lockdown

Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy has said that a short-term quar-
antine, introduced amid a record surge in 
coronavirus cases, could help the country 
avoid stricter measures. “A weekend quar-
antine is a chance to avoid a full lockdown,” 
Mr. Zelenskyy wrote on Facebook on 
November 14. “If we have such a chance, 
we should use it. We are talking about six 
non-working days.” The president and the 
head of his Presidential Office, Andriy 
Yermak, tested positive for the coronavirus 
last week. “We need to slow down the sick-
ness growth rate,” Mr. Zelenskyy wrote. 
“Our doctors are heroically countering the 
virus, but we should not create a situation 
where they will choose whom to treat.” 
Several hundred protesters had gathered in 
the capital ahead of the government’s deci-
sion to impose a partial lockdown from 
November 14 to 30. In a protest called “I 
Have A Right To Work,” the demonstrators 
voiced their opposition to work restrictions 
and demanded compensation for industry 
losses. The mayors of a number of 
Ukrainian cities also expressed their dis-
agreement with the government, saying 
residents stood to suffer financial losses. In 
a televised address, Health Minister 
Maksym Stepanov explained on November 
14, “This is a war. Every day the virus takes 
the lives of Ukrainians.” The short-term 
lockdown will entail the closure or restrict-
ed activity of most businesses except for 
grocery stores, pharmacies, hospitals and 
others considered essential. (RFE/RL 

Ukrainian Service, with reporting by 
Reuters and Interfax)

Biden speaks of war in Ukraine’s east

U.S. President-elect Joe Biden, during 
telephone conversations with a number of 
European leaders, expressed readiness to 
work with them to seek a solution to the 
military conflict in eastern Ukraine. 
According to Mr. Biden’s headquarters, he 
touched on this topic during conversations 
with French President Emmanuel Macron 
and British Prime Minister Boris Johnson. 
Mr. Biden expressed interest to Mr. Macron 
in working together to resolve conflicts in 
Ukraine and Syria, as well as on the Iranian 
nuclear program. He told Mr. Johnson that 
he wants to work together on such topics 
as the Balkans and Ukraine. (Interfax-
Ukraine)

U.N. agency urges Iran to speed up probe

A United Nations agency has called on 
Iran to speed up its investigation into a 
Kyiv-bound passenger plane mistakenly 
shot down in January, killing 176 people. 
The International  Civi l  Aviat ion 
Organization (ICAO) Council on November 
6 urged Iran to “expedite the accident 
investigation” into the deadly crash of the 
Ukrainian jet. “We have had several 
exchanges with the Iranian CAA [Civil 
Aviation Authority] in which we urged its 
authorities to expedite the accident investi-
gation in accordance with ICAO Annex 13 
provisions,” ICAO Council President 
Salvatore Sciacchitano said. Annex 13 calls 
for final accident reports to be issued with-
in 12 months of a crash. Ukraine 
International Airlines Flight 752 crashed 
shortly after taking off from Tehran’s main 
airport on January 8. Iranian officials even-
tually admitted that the country’s forces 
accidentally shot down the Kyiv-bound 
flight. A misaligned missile battery and 
miscommunication between soldiers and 
superior officers were to blame for the inci-
dent, according to Iran’s aviation authori-
ties. Flight 752 was downed the same night 
that Iran had launched a ballistic-missile 
attack that targeted U.S. soldiers in Iraq, 

(Continued on page 10)

 ANALYSIS

by Can Kasapoglu
Eurasia Daily Monitor

Turkey and Ukraine have been building 
the pillars of a promising defense coopera-
tion partnership for some time. The two 
countries currently engage in joint endeav-
ors in game-changing military areas such 
as drone warfare, aerospace engines and 
missile technology. Following the October 
16-17 summit between President Recep 
Tayyip Erdoğan of Turkey and President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy of Ukraine, Turkish-
Ukrainian strategic ties look poised to bring 
about a new geopolitical reality in the Black 
Sea region.

The most notable current area of coop-
eration between Turkey and Ukraine is in 
unmanned aerial systems (UAS). Turkey’s 
forthcoming high-end combat drone, the 
Akinci (the Raider), was notably powered 
by Ukraine’s Ivachenko-Progress AI-450T 
turboprop engines during its prototype test 
flights. Produced by Baykar Company – the 
maker of the famed “Pantsir-hunter” 
Bayraktar TB-2 UAS – the Akinci will mark 
a true leap forward for the Turkish arsenal 
thanks to its advanced sensors and avail-
able weapons systems, an active electroni-
cally scanned array (AESA) radar and air-
launched cruise missiles, respectively 
(Baykarsavunma.com, accessed November 
9). 

Last year, Baykar boosted its defense 
industrial cooperation with Ukraine by 
establishing a joint venture, Black Sea 
Shield, with Ukrspetsexport, a member of 
the state military-technical conglomerate 
Ukroboronprom. The Black Sea Shield pro-
gram covers a broad cooperation agenda, 
including aerospace engines and missile 
technology (see Eurasia Daily Monitor, 
February 12; Baykardefence.com, accessed 
November 9).

According to the Ukrainian Defense 
Review, Baykar and Ukraine’s military-
industrial base have geared up to co-pro-
duce an unmanned fighter jet with a total 
weight of some 5.5 tons (with at least one 
ton of combat payload), a top speed of 900 
kilometers per hour and the ability to climb 
above 12 kilometers. One plausible solu-
tion for this joint ambition may be 
Ivachenko-Progress’s AI-25TLT turbofan 
engine, which is already equipped on vari-
ous international platforms, including the 
Czech L-39 Albatros trainer and light-
attack aircraft (Ukrainian Defense Review, 
January-March 2020).

Turkey’s Bayraktar TB-2 armed drone 
sales to Ukraine deserve attention in their 
own right. The Bayraktar TB-2 UAS is one 
of the most combat-proven platforms of its 
class. It has built up an impressive reputa-
tion that dates back to the Turkish mili-
tary’s Syrian expeditions and now extends 
to the recently concluded Armenian-
Azerbaijani war in Karabakh (see EDM, 
October 15). 

Equipped with Roketsan-made smart 
weaponry, the Bayraktar TB-2 offers reliable 
solutions against a wide set of targets, 
including armored land-warfare vehicles, 
main battle tanks, troop concentrations, 
mobile air defenses, artillery pieces and 
even mobile ballistic-missile launchers, as 
seen in the recent Azerbaijani example. 
Turkish news outlets reported that Ukraine 
initially procured 12 of these systems, which 
could soon be followed by a larger package 
of 48 pieces (Daily Sabah, October 6). 

More importantly, the Ukrainian security 

forces could soon begin employing 
Turkish-made UASs in their operations 
against Russia-backed military units in the 
eastern part of the country. If this happens, 
such a development would mark the fourth 
front where Turkish drones are or have 
faced off against Russian-manufactured 
weaponry – after Libya, Syria and Kara-
bakh. Following in Azerbaijan’s footsteps, 
gaining an edge in advanced drone warfare 
could significantly bolster Kyiv’s military 
capabilities (see EDM, November 9).

Another interesting arms transaction 
between Ankara and Kyiv was the recent 
sale of a modernized S-125 (Goa-3) variant 
surface-to-air missile (SAM) system to 
Turkey (TRT Haber, October 7). The 
Ukrainian modernization program has 
increased the Soviet-legacy S-125’s range 
of 25 kilometers against maneuvering tar-
gets to some 40 kilometers (Ukrainian 
Defense Review, January-March 2019).

The Turkish military could employ the 
Ukrainian-modernized S-125 in two ways. 
First, the SAM system can be forward-
deployed in support of its expeditionary 
contingents. Libya is the most plausible 
destination in this respect. Watiya Airbase, 
where Turkey previously deployed MiM-23 
Hawk and Korkut air defenses alongside 
electronic warfare (EW) assets, was 
attacked in July 2020, reportedly by United 
Arab Emirates Air Force assets taking off 
from Egypt (Anadolu Agency, July 5; EDAM, 
July 8). Turkey has limited medium-range 
SAM systems in its arsenal, and the indige-
nous Hisar line still has a way to go before 
reaching full operational capacity. Thus, 
modernized S-125 SAMs can offer a stop-
gap measure for Turkish military planners.

Second, Turkey can use the Ukrainian-
modernized S-125s as a part of its forth-
coming S-400 SAM site configuration. With 
ongoing tests in the Black Sea city of Sinop, 
the Turkish Armed Forces are expected to 
declare the S-400s operational soon (Daily 
Sabah, October 24). Based on the Soviet-
Russian design philosophy, the two SAM 
systems can operate within a layered archi-
tecture – which Ankara should be able to 
exploit with the help of the Ukrainian 
defense technological and industrial base.

Turkish defense giant Aselsan’s invest-
ment portfolio in Ukraine is another impor-
tant aspect to monitor. Last year, the com-
pany secured a lucrative contract in 
Ukraine for high-end military communica-
tions systems. Aselsan even started a local 
production facility in Kyiv for the deliveries 
(Anadolu Agency, December 20, 2019). 
Armor survivability is also a critical agenda 
item for bilateral strategic ties. Having 
faced dangerous anti-tank guided missile 
(ATGM) threats during its Syrian expedi-
tions, Turkey has shown interest in active 
protection systems since 2018. Aselsan 
(and Roketsan) now work closely with 
their Ukrainian partners on active protec-
tion system co-production based on the 
Zaslon family (TRT Haber, March 7, 2018; 
Kyiv Post, December 14, 2018).

Finally, when it comes to maritime sys-
tems, Turkey’s MILGEM-class corvettes can 
offer a capability boost for the Ukrainian 
Navy in the Black Sea (TRT Haber, October 
19). If such a deal is secured, Ukraine will 
be the second export destination for this 
vessel type, following Pakistan.

The burgeoning defense ties between 
Kyiv and Ankara highlight some notable 

Turkey and Ukraine boost 
mutual ties in defense sphere
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UCC expresses condolences on death 
of Anna Kisil, noted community leader

Some in Moscow view Karabakh settlement as model for Donbas, Transnistria
by Paul Goble

Eurasia Daily Monitor 

Whenever a major development occurs 
in one area of the post-Soviet space, many 
Moscow officials and analysts often hurry 
to ask whether it will be repeated in anoth-
er. And when Moscow becomes involved, 
some in the Russian capital are inclined to 
think that the Kremlin can and should 
repeat such activity elsewhere. 

While these types of Russian arguments 
typically understate the diversity of the sit-
uation across post-Soviet Eurasia, their 
almost inevitable appearance simultane-
ously reflects the continuing dominance of 
Soviet-era notions about the homogeneity 
of the region and drives Moscow’s policies 
in understandable but often flawed direc-
tions. That is exactly what appears to be 
happening now that Moscow has pro-
claimed a settlement for the Karabakh dis-
pute (see Eurasia Daily Monitor, November 
12, November 13) and is beginning to think 
about potentially copying the arrange-
ments there in Ukraine’s Donbas and 
Moldova’s Transnistria. 

To compound this threat, some in the 
Russian capital apparently believe outside 
powers in the West, especially in Europe, 
might accept such arrangements, including 
the official injection of Russian peacekeep-
ers on the ground, as the best (under the 
circumstances) possible solution to resolv-
ing the other “frozen” conflicts. And if 
Russia can successfully push this notion, it 
could deepen pre-existing policy divides 
between the European Union and the 
United States.

In an article titled “The Division of 
Karabakh May Become a Scenario for 
Donbas and Transnistria,” Svetlana 
Gamova, a leading specialist on the former 
Soviet space for Nezavisimaya Gazeta and 

someone well-connected with the Russian 
foreign policy elite, argues that all this is 
possible because the outcome of the 
Karabakh war represented such a victory 
for Russia. As such, she opines, it would be 
surprising if Moscow did not try to use it as 
a model in other frozen conflicts. Though 
acknowledging that Ukraine, Moldova and, 
likely, the West will oppose such moves, she 
nonetheless insists that the “Karabakh 
model” offers a chance for the resolution of 
those conflicts – albeit under Russian terms 
(Nezavisimaya Gazeta, November 10).

According to Ms. Gamova, the outcome 
in Karabakh has changed the balance of 
forces, which in turn has shifted the calcu-
lations of governments not only within the 
Commonwealth of Independent States 
(CIS) but also in the West over how to 
approach the former Soviet space. She 
writes that an end to the war in Karabakh 
is “undoubtedly” a diplomatic success for 
Russia in a double sense: On the one hand, 
it has allowed Russia to return its military 
presence to the region as well as win sup-
port from Azerbaijan because Baku has 
regained full control of four of the seven 
districts Armenian forces had occupied and 
part of Karabakh as well. (She does not add 
what has long been known: for Moscow, 
Azerbaijan is a far more important prize 
than Armenia – see EDM, December 13, 
2019, and October 29, 2020.) And on the 
other hand, by allowing Turkey to extend 
its influence in the region in the way that it 
has, Moscow has blocked the expansion of 
the North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
(NATO) in the region, something which for 
the Russian leadership is “important” 
(Nezavisimaya Gazeta, November 10).

At a minimum, these steps increase 
Russian influence in Azerbaijan, something 
Moscow has long desired, albeit at the price 
of alienating Armenia, which will ultimately 

 NEWS ANALYSIS

OTTAWA – The Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress (UCC) expressed its deep condo-
lences on the loss of Anna Kisil, a commu-
nity leader, philanthropist, activist and vol-
unteer, and president of the World 
Federation of Ukrainian Women’s 
Organizations (WFUWO), who passed 
away on November 16 in Toronto. 

The UCC noted that Ms. Kisil “will be 
remembered by all who knew her for her 
kindness, humor, compassion and wisdom. 
She had a deep commitment to helping 
others and for serving her community and 
Ukraine. She will be profoundly missed.”

“Our community has suffered an irre-
placeable loss. Pani Ania dedicated her life 
and boundless energy to good works and 
to her community. She believed deeply in 
the basic goodness of people and through 
her example and optimism inspired count-
less others to service and charity,” stated 
Alexandra Chyczij, national president of 
the UCC. “On behalf of the Ukrainian 
Canadian community, I express my deep-
est sympathies to Pani Ania’s family and 
friends at this difficult time. Vichnaya 
Pamiat [Eternal Memory].”

Through decades of volunteer work, Ms. 
Kisil served in many leadership roles in 
community organizations. In addition to 
her service as WFUWO president, she was 
vice-president of the Ukrainian World 
Congress, president of the Fourth Wave 
International Organization of Ukrainian 
Communities for North America, a board 
member of the Canadian Ukrainian Art 
Foundation, the Toronto branch of the 

UCC, and many other Ukrainian Canadian 
organizations.

A successful businessperson, Ms. Kisil 
generously donated to many worthy 
causes and supported the work of projects 
and initiatives in Ukraine, Canada and 
around the world. For her philanthropy, 
leadership and voluntarism, Ms. Kisil 
received several awards in Canada and 
Ukraine, including most recently the Ivan 
Mazepa Cross from Ukraine for significant 
contributions to the development of inter-
national cooperation and community 
work.

Source: UCC

Anna Kisil
UCC

have to come to terms with the situation 
because it was on the brink of a military 
disaster and had no choice but to make 
these concessions. Additionally, it boosts 
Russian authority in the region by showing 
that Moscow and none of the Western pow-
ers involved in the Minsk Group conflict 
resolution process can play a decisive role. 
And it further expands Russian sway with 
Turkey, which is obtaining the foothold in a 
region it has long felt was part of its patri-
mony. That may look like a Russian conces-
sion, but it is in fact another element of the 
Russian victory, Ms. Gamova suggests, even 
if, five years from now, Turks end up replac-
ing Russians as peacekeepers in Karabakh. 
But in the intervening period, much can 
change.

She quotes Aleksandr Rahr, a Berlin-
based commentator, as saying that while all 
this is going on, there has been a shift in the 
West. The European Union is refocusing 
away from the post-Soviet area, giving up 
on its Eastern Partnership, and deferring to 
the U.S., which will now act, “instead of the 
EU, in Ukraine, Moldova and Belarus.” That, 
too, changes the geopolitics of the region 
and means that Moscow has even more 
interest in finding some kind of a settle-
ment to frozen conflicts in Ukraine and 
Moldova lest these reignite in ways that 
harm Russia. The Karabakh model could be 
a model for this, at least from a European 
perspective.

Kyiv and Chisinau officials and experts 
are sensitive to this issue (Euromaidan 
Press, November 10). In both capitals, peo-
ple are following what has been going on in 
Karabakh with extreme care, recognizing 
that what Moscow does in one place it may 

do in others, the Nezavisimaya Gazeta jour-
nalist says. Most do not believe that their 
governments or the United States will 
agree to similar arrangements even if they 
accept the idea that Moscow is going to 
push for that as part of a “new look” peace 
campaign. What happened in Karabakh 
certainly lays the groundwork for such a 
move and might well be viewed positively 
in EU capitals, especially given their refo-
cusing of attention away from the region.

That sets the stage for a heightening of 
tensions between Russia, on the one hand, 
and these countries and the United States, 
on the other. But at the end of the day, three 
reasons explain why Moscow is unlikely to 
succeed in such an effort. First and most 
important, the other two conflicts pit 
Russians (or at least Russian speakers) 
against non-Russians rather than being a 
contest between members of non-Russian 
nations. That makes it far more difficult for 
Moscow to maneuver “neutrally.” Second, 
the U.S. may well read the Karabakh accord 
not as a Russian triumph but a Turkish one, 
and Moscow will not wish to repeat the 
drawing in of outside powers anywhere 
else (UNIAN, November 13). And third – 
and perhaps most importantly – whatever 
the Kremlin believes, the post-Soviet space 
is not only far more diverse than it thinks 
(IPN, November 14) but is increasingly 
dominated by centrifugal rather than cen-
tripetal forces. The Karabakh accord does 
nothing to reverse that broader pattern.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

Quotable notes
“As part of a broader program to destabilize its sovereign neighbor, Russia has 

fomented and financed a deadly conflict in eastern Ukraine for more than six years 
now. Rather than playing a constructive role in negotiating an end to this conflict, 
and the opportunities and structures are there to do this, and fulfilling its commit-
ments under the Minsk agreements, Russia cynically claims to be an uninvolved 
third party, pointing to unnamed outside ‘masters’ having orchestrated a coup d’état 
in Kyiv. 

“In the Trilateral Contact Group, Moscow tries to frame Kyiv as the spoiler in 
negotiations, while attempting to hide its role of controlling Russia’s forces on the 
ground in eastern Ukraine. Frankly, none of this is believable. 

“While Russia works to hide its role in this conflict, the OSCE’s Special Monitoring 
Mission provides us with a detailed view of the situation in eastern Ukraine. 
Operating in volatile environments, these monitors risk their lives to deliver the 
unbiased reports on which all of us at this organization depend. Their work has 
been further complicated by the coronavirus pandemic, which has strained their 
resources and placed the monitors at further risk.

“Russia’s proxy forces do not make things easier. In October, the SMM reported 
dozens of instances in which its monitors’ movements were restricted; the vast 
majority occurred in Russia-controlled areas, a pattern highlighted in the mission’s 
most recent thematic report on freedom of movement and other impediments. On 
more than 40 occasions, the SMM reported interference with its UAVs, either by 
small arms fire or by signal interference. …

“…Moscow is pressuring Kyiv to negotiate in the Trilateral Contact Group directly 
with Russia’s puppet forces. If we are to see any real progress on concrete deliver-
ables before winter sets in, Russia must begin to approach these negotiations in a 
constructive way, as Ukraine has repeatedly done.

“We regret that the planned November 10 opening of two new entry-exit cross-
ing points in Donetsk has not yet taken place, as our Ukrainian colleague noted. 
These additional crossing points would undoubtedly improve the lives of civilians. 
Absent Russia’s aggression, there would be no need for designated crossing points 
within sovereign Ukrainian territory – not one, not three, not any. There would not 
be any need for it, except for this aggressive effort to divide the country. …”

– U.S. Ambassador James S. Gilmore III, addressing the Permanent Council of the 
Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe on November 12 in Vienna.
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The Ukrainian National Association Inc. has been, and continues to be, the leading publisher in the United 
States of Ukrainian- and English-language news about Ukraine and Ukrainians around the globe. The UNA’s flag-
ship publication, Svoboda, founded in 1893, is the oldest continuously published Ukrainian-language newspaper in 
the world; The Ukrainian Weekly, founded in 1933, is the oldest continuously published English-language newspa-
per in the world focused on Ukraine. 

The UNA seeks to fill the position of editor for each publication. 

Responsibilities of Editors

Manage all aspects of newspaper production, including edito-
rial and design, specifically:
•	 Oversee	day-to-day	operations	of	the	publications
•	 Prepare	and	review	content	on	all	delivery	platforms,	print	

and digital
•	 Develop	a	network	of	freelance	journalists	and	contributors	

around the world to cover local communities where Ukrainians 
and those of Ukrainian descent reside
•	 Monitor	news	sources	(news	services,	other	media,	websites)
In addition, work with the Publisher to:
•	 Develop	and	function	within	publication	budgets
•	 Coordinate	development	of	sales	and	marketing	strategies	

for the publications

The Editors will work with the staffs of both publications, as 
well as the Publisher, to set editorial and marketing priorities to 
include: establishment of a new digital strategy for the two publi-
cations; identification of contributors from across the globe; devel-
opment of standard and special content categories; coordination 
with advertising and outreach efforts. 

Professional Requirements for Editors

•	 Strong	 editorial	 background	 and	 sub-
stantial	journalistic	experience
•	 Fluency	 in	 both	Ukrainian	 and	English,	

with Ukrainian as the primary language for 
Svoboda and English as the primary lan-
guage for The Ukrainian Weekly
•	 University	 degree	 in	 journalism,	media	

communications, or related field
•	 Proven	 ability	 to	work	with	 correspon-

dents around the globe
•	 Familiarity	with	Ukrainian	 communities	

of North America; familiarity with communi-
ties abroad — a plus
•	 Knowledge	of	history	and	current	events	

regarding Ukraine
•	 Excellent	 knowledge	 of	 editorial	 soft-

ware, familiarity with design software, and 
strong understanding of online capabilities, in 
particular, research and use of social media

Both positions offer a flexible work environment; Editors can work remotely with occasional visits to the UNA 
Home Office in Parsippany, NJ. 

The UNA seeks proactive and collaborative individuals who can communicate clearly and work closely with the 
Publisher, members of the Ukrainian community, as well as global organizations. 

Join our team! Please send cover letter, resume, four writing samples (preferably two in English, two in 
Ukrainian) and contact information for three recommendations to: info@unainc.org or Ukrainian National 
Association, 2200 Route 10, Parsippany, NJ 07054.

EXCITING OPPORTUNITIES FOR CREATIVE,
INNOVATIVE MEDIA PROFESSIONALS

EDITOR: SVOBODA            EDITOR: THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY

UCCA

NEW YORK – Ukraine’s Holodomor, the 1932-1933 
genocide by famine of 7-10 million Ukrainians com-
mitted by Joseph Stalin, ranks among the worst cases 
of man’s inhumanity towards man. In memory of the 
innocent victims of this Soviet genocide, 3 million of 
whom were children, the Ukrainian Congress 
Committee of America (UCCA), annually co-organizes 
an ecumenical commemoration at St. Patrick’s 
Cathedral in New York City on the third Saturday of 
November, which regularly attracts thousands of 
attendees from across the tri-state metropolitan area.

This year, the organizers of the annual event 
advise our community not to travel to St. Patrick’s 
Cathedral on November 21. Case reporting of COVID-
19 continues to spread in New York City, with 
increases in recent hospitalizations concerning local 
authorities enough to begin limiting non-essential 
gatherings in certain neighborhoods. On November 
15, the UCCA encouraged the public to instead watch 
the livestream from St. Patrick’s Cathedral to mark 
the 87th anniversary of the Holodomor. 

In lieu of a large gathering with remarks by elected 
officials, Metropolitan Antony, primate of the 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the U.S.A., and Bishop 
Paul Chomnycky of the Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy of 
Stamford, Conn., will lead a panakhyda at the cathe-
dral without the usual masses of priests from the sur-
rounding parishes concelebrating or the sound of the 
Ukrainian Chorus Dumka of New York singing the 
responses. 

This service will be livestreamed at https://saint-
patrickscathedral.org/live. 

While this is an iconic event for our community, 
the UCCA puts the health and safety of community 
members, especially those few remaining survivors 
of the Holodomor Genocide who attend this com-
memoration every year, first. After careful consulta-
tion with Church hierarchs, and reflecting the global 
concern about the coronavirus outbreak, the UCCA 
has informed invited speakers that this year’s pro-
gram will be abbreviated.

EDITOR’S NOTE: At press time, it was not known 
where the service from St. Patrick’s would be avail-
able for later viewing, but organizers are expected to 
make that possible. Please watch for announcements 
online.

Holodomor service
to be livestreamed
from St. Patrick’s
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International Holodomor Memorial Day is on November 28, but the entire month 
of November is considered to be a time to remember the millions of our kinsmen 
deliberately killed in the genocidal famine of 1932-1933 by Soviet dictator Joseph 
Stalin and his henchmen.

A major commemoration of the Holodomor, or more precisely, the fifth anniversa-
ry of the unveiling of the Holodomor Memorial in Washington, was already held on 
November 7. Featured were remarks by Ukrainian and U.S. officials, and diplomats 
from Latvia, Poland, Lithuania and Hungary; information about the Holodomor and 
the striking memorial in Washington designed by architect Larysa Kurylas; as well 
as photos from the unveiling itself back in 2015, which was attended by thousands 
from across the United States. There were also comments by diaspora leaders, 
including Ukrainian World Congress President Paul Grod, Ukrainian Congress 
Committee of America President Andriy Futey, and Michael Sawkiw Jr., chairman of 
the U.S. Holodomor Committee. You can view the moving 32-minute-long video on 
YouTube (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bIeT44EL1Rk&feature=youtu.be).

There are many other events dedicated to the Ukrainian genocide that will be 
held online, ranging from the Toronto Annual Ukrainian Famine Lecture (being held 
on the day we write these words, November 19, under the sponsorship of 
Holodomor Research and Education Consortium, the Petro Jacyk Program for the 
Study of Ukraine, the Canadian Foundation for Ukrainian Studies and the Ukrainian 
Canadian Congress, Toronto Branch) and commemorations featuring testimony 
from the children of survivors (November 22, organized by the Illinois Holocaust 
Museum & Education Center in partnership with the Kyiv Mohyla Foundation of 
America) to countless local events throughout North America and the world.

Mindful of COVID-19 restrictions and the welfare of our community, the 
Ukrainian Congress Committee of America has informed the public that the annual 
service from St. Patrick Cathedral in New York will be livestreamed in an abbreviat-
ed format. The UCCA advised community members not to travel to New York and 
instead to watch from the safety of their homes. The panakhyda will be led by 
Metropolitan Antony of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the U.S.A. and Bishop Paul 
Chomnycky of the Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy of Stamford, Conn. Organizers are 
sure to make the service available for viewing later, so be sure to watch for 
announcements.

The UOC-U.S.A. has scheduled an outdoor commemoration for Saturday, 
November 28, at 5 p.m. in South Bound Brook, N.J., near the iconic St. Andrew 
Memorial Church (consecrated in 1965), which is the world’s first memorial to the 
victims of the Holodomor. “Let’s Honor Together the Memory of the Innocent 
Victims of the Artificially Created Genocidal Famine – Holodomor in Ukraine,” the 
UOC-U.S.A. exhorts on its website (uocofusa.org).

From all the foregoing, readers can see that this year’s remembrances of the 
Holodomor will be different, as few of us will be able to attend and thus to personal-
ly bear witness to the genocide of our nation. It is a duty that we have willingly 
assumed, year after year, in order to speak for the millions lost.

Next year, however, we hope to be able to pray and remember in person during 
the annual Holodomor memorial service that is already scheduled for November 20, 
2021, at St. Patrick Cathedral.

The Ukrainian Weekly

Five years ago, on November 21, 2015, hundreds gathered at 
St. Patrick’s Cathedral in New York for an ecumenical requiem 
service and commemorative program dedicated to the memory 
of the Ukrainian Holodomor Famine-Genocide of 1932-1933.

The event was co-organized by the Ukrainian Congress 
Committee of America (UCCA) and followed the official unveiling 

of the Holodomor Memorial in Washington that was on November 7. The event in 
Washington attracted 5,000 people.

Students of St. George Academy carried an image of the Washington Holodomor 
Memorial in procession through the center aisle of the cathedral. They were followed by 
students of the Samopomich School of Ukrainian Studies in New York City, who were 
dressed in Ukrainian embroidery, carrying candles and stalks of wheat. The Dumka 
Chorus of New York sang during the procession, as well as during the service. 

Metropolitan Antony and Archbishop Daniel of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the 
U.S.A., and Bishop Paul Chomnycky of Stamford, Conn., and Bishop Emeritus Basil Losten 
of Stamford officiated.  

Remarks were delivered by Metropolitan Antony, Tamara Olexy, president of the UCCA, 
and Lesia Kurylas, the design architect of the Holodomor Memorial in Washington. They 
were joined by William Pope, senior advisor for Europe to the U.S. Mission to the United 
Nations, who read a statement from the White House, and Valeriy Chaly, ambassador of 
Ukraine to the U.S., Ambassador Yuriy Sergeyev, permanent representative of Ukraine to 
the U.N., concluding with Bishop Paul, who read the benediction and a word of gratitude to 
Archbishop (now Cardinal) Timothy Dolan, for allowing the Ukrainian community to use 
the landmark cathedral for its Holodomor commemorations. 

The commemoration concluded with the singing of the “Prayer for Ukraine,” led by the 
Dumka Chorus.  

Although we may not be able to gather in-person for Holodomor commemorative 
events this year due to the COVID-19 pandemic, we look forward to a time when we are 
able to. In the meantime, commemorative events – including at St. Patrick’s Cathedral – 
continue to be hosted online (including the fifth anniversary of the unveiling of the 
Holodomor Memorial in Washington, https://youtu.be/bIeT44EL1Rk). The next 
Holodomor commemoration at St. Patrick’s is scheduled for November 20, 2021. 

Source: “Hundreds gather at St. Patrick’s to pray for Holodomor victims,” Ukrainian 
Congress Committee of America, The Ukrainian Weekly, November 29, 2015.

Nov. 
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Turning the pages back...

by Eugene Czolij

The severely criticized decision ren-
dered on October 27 by the Constitutional 
Court of Ukraine that declared certain pro-
visions of Ukraine’s anti-corruption legisla-
tion unconstitutional and the impetuous 
reaction thereto of the president of 
Ukraine, who introduced legislation to dis-
solve the entire Constitutional Court, creat-
ed a needless constitutional crisis of inter-
national proportions in Ukraine.

This crisis further destabilizes Ukraine as 
it continues to defend itself against the 
vicious military aggression from the Russian 
Federation that has been ongoing for over 
six consecutive years and as it tries to con-
tain the number of new COVID-19 cases, 
which now surpass 12,000 in a single day.

The legal provisions declared unconsti-
tutional by the Constitutional Court deal 
with the criminal liability of public officials 
and judges for not submitting or for falsify-
ing electronic declarations of their income 
and property, as well as the powers of the 
National Anti-Corruption Agency to inspect 
such declarations.

This superbly contentious decision of the 
Constitutional Court, coupled with its previ-
ous highly controversial decisions declaring 
as unconstitutional legislation pertaining to 
illicit enrichment and the appointment of 
the director of the National Anti-Corruption 
Bureau, obviously weakens Ukraine’s 
efforts to reduce systemic corruption. 
Moreover, these decisions undermine 
Ukraine’s international commitments and 
may derail its Euro-integration process, 
including the Schengen area’s visa-free 
regime, as well as further negatively impact 
foreign investments in Ukraine.

What is particularly upsetting is that it 
was possible to avoid this constitutional 
crisis resulting from the Constitutional 
Court’s recent decision and the subsequent 
political reaction.

In its decision, the Constitutional Court 
emphasized, with much insistence, that 
since the legal provisions dealing with 
e-declarations of income and property are 
also applicable to judges, they undermine 
judicial independence. To fully address that 
issue, the Constitutional Court could have 
simply decided that the judiciary should be 
carved out from the e-declaration filing 
requirement. Instead, without any convinc-
ing argumentation, the Constitutional 
Court opted to declare the entirety of these 
legal provisions unconstitutional.

The Constitutional Court also declared 
the punishment for not submitting or falsi-
fying e-declarations of income and proper-
ty to be so disproportionate to the possible 
consequences for such violations as to ren-
der it unconstitutional. 

The outcry against this decision indi-
cates very clearly that civil society is not as 
lenient as the court and demands tough 
measures to eradicate the cancerous sys-
temic corruption prevalent in Ukraine.

In view of the severe impact of this deci-
sion, including on Ukraine’s international 
commitments, the Constitutional Court 
should have at least suspended the effect of 
its decision and provided the Parliament of 
Ukraine a reasonable grace period to adopt 
new legislation in order to avoid a very 
damaging legal vacuum. The fact that the 

Constitutional Court invalidated the provi-
sions of Ukraine’s anti-corruption legisla-
tion with immediate effect renders its deci-
sion even more questionable.

Furthermore, going forward, and for the 
sake of the fundamental principle of impar-
tiality, judges that could be directly impact-
ed by legal provisions under review should 
recuse themselves from such a case. 
Otherwise, the credibility of the court is 
understandably diminished in the public 
eye.

Unfortunately, to appease the strong 
negative reaction of civil society to this 
decision, the president of Ukraine opted for 
a populist solution by introducing legisla-
tion that would dismiss all the judges of the 
Constitutional Court.

Such legislation, if ever adopted, would 
not only be egregiously unconstitutional, 
but would also signal that the commitment 
of Ukraine’s governing authorities to the 
rule of law is very tenuous.

Thus, the president of Ukraine would be 
well advised to resolve the constitutional 
crisis by first withdrawing his draft legisla-
tion and reassuring Ukrainians and the 
international community that he fully 
intends to fulfill his role as the guarantor of 
compliance with the Constitution of 
Ukraine.

The Parliament of Ukraine has no other 
choice but to swiftly adopt new legislation 
pertaining to e-declarations of income and 
property by public officials, the appoint-
ment of the director of the National Anti-
Corruption Bureau and the powers of the 
National Anti-Corruption Agency. 

In the future, the governing authorities 
of Ukraine should provide the necessary 
mechanisms to be able to submit to the 
Constitutional Court such impactful legisla-
tion immediately after its adoption by 
Parliament to avoid such constitutional cri-
ses.

This constitutional crisis should cause 
the Constitutional Court to reflect on its 
duty to take all necessary measures to pre-
vent any attempt at being exploited as a 
political tool to destabilize Ukraine.

Moreover, if this crisis does not compel 
the governing authorities of Ukraine to ini-
tiate a thorough and much-awaited judicial 
reform that will restore the confidence of 
Ukrainians and the international communi-
ty, including foreign investors, in Ukraine’s 
judiciary – then nothing else will force such 
a reform.

Perhaps most importantly, this constitu-
tional crisis amply demonstrates to all how 
much Ukraine’s civil society craves the 
implementation of effective measures to 
eradicate systemic corruption in Ukraine 
that cripples its development as a modern 
European state. 

Eugene Czolij, a lawyer, is president of the 
nongovernmental organization Ukraine-2050 
and former president of the Ukrainian World 
Congress (2008-2018).

Ukraine-2050 is a non-profit organiza-
tion established to help implement, within 
one generation – by 2050 – strategies for the 
sustainable development of Ukraine as a 
fully independent, territorially integral, dem-
ocratic, reformed and economically competi-
tive European state.

The constitutional crisis in Ukraine
requires a coherent and swift resolution

Remembering the Holodomor

 AN ASSESSMENT

Visit our archive online: www.ukrweekly.com
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Dear Editor:

In my almost 50 years of voting I have 
never seen the Ukrainian community so 
politically engaged as I have in this past 
election year. It is refreshing to see 
Ukrainians take an active role in our demo-
cratic process.

I would like to take this opportunity to 
congratulate the first Ukrainian-American, 
Victoria Spartz, to be elected to the House 
of Representatives. What an accomplish-
ment! We need more people to emulate her.

As nationally conscious, patriotic 
Ukrainians on both sides of the political 
spectrum, it is time to unite to make our 
voices heard. We must put the animosity 
and division aside and focus on the issues 
important to us as Ukrainian Americans – 
Holodomor education, Nord Stream 2, sup-
port for our troops in Ukraine fighting 
against Russian aggression, etc. It is said 
that for every one person that contacts 
their representative, there are at least 100 
people with the same viewpoint. Your rep-
resentatives care about your opinion.

Let’s continue our political activity and 
make this a time of healing in our commu-
nity.

Oksana Kulynych
Yonkers, N.Y.

Dear Editor:

When Donald Trump first announced 
his interest in running for president of the 
United States, he said some things that 
aroused my interest: that he wanted, and 
knew how, to change the political stagna-
tion in Washington. His business experi-
ence would help.

But it wasn’t too long before the dark 
side of the man appeared. He insulted his 
fellow Republican presidential aspirants by 
demeaning and ridiculing them with nick-
names. He publicly mocked a man who had 
a severe physical disability. He publicly dis-
respected a deceased military man and his 
Gold Star family. On the international level, 
he was rude to Angela Merkel as he cozied 
up to Vladimir Putin, no friend to Ukraine. 
Examples of this shameful behavior could 
go on. On a personal level it is known that 
the man is not truthful. He knows little of 
the Christian faith, yet parades himself 
Bible in hand.

There are some who give him a pass for 
he is a “flawed” individual, as we all are. 
They acknowledge this and say they still 
voted for him. Yet that vote affirms his 
behavior, and his moral and ethical values 
as well. And half of our population seems 
to say that his sinful and bankrupt values 
are OK because he upholds their political 
views. 

Today we need a Joseph Welch, who 
once asked of Joseph McCarthy: “Have you 
no sense of decency, sir?” Would that one 
Republican legislator so challenge the pres-
ident of the United States? Just one.

Father Michael Fill
Hackensack, N.J.

Dear Editor:

In reference to “Ukrainians at Sadowa. A 
historical investigation” (November 8), as a 
child of the third Ukrainian Galician immi-
gration wave to the U.S.A., I can relate to 
Andrew Sorokowski’s article on one’s for-
bearers fighting in foreign imperial wars. I, 
too, feel obligated to write down fragments 
of memory passed down within my family 
and share it with the community.

I remember my maternal grandfather, 
Volodymyr Nazarewycz, who served as 
chetar (lieutenant) in the 5th Sotnia of the 
Ukrainian Galician Army telling me that his 
ancestor, my (x7) g-grandfather fought in 
the Battle of Austerlitz, a.k.a. the Battle of 
the Three Emperors, on December 2, 1805. 
It was the greatest victory achieved by 
Napoleon: the Grande Armée of France 
defeated a larger Russian and Austrian 
army led by Emperor Alexander I and Holy 
Roman Emperor Francis II. 

This g-grandfather served in the 
Austrian Army, which at that time was, 

We must continue
our political activity

A sense of decency
and U.S. politics

Regarding Sorokowski’s
historical investigation

 LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Opinions in The Ukrainian Weekly
The Ukrainian Weekly welcomes letters to the editor 

and commentaries on a variety of topics of concern to 
the Ukrainian American and Ukrainian Canadian com-

munities, as well as the Ukrainian diaspora. 

Opinions expressed by columnists, commentators 
and letter-writers are their own and do not necessarily 
reflect the opinions of either The Weekly editorial staff 

or its publisher, the Ukrainian National Association.

Similarly, paid advertisements do not reflect the opin-
ions of either The Weekly or its publisher.

 COMMENTARY

by Lubomyr Luciuk

Early in 1932 Mendel Osherowitch jour-
neyed to Soviet Ukraine on assignment for 
Forverts (Forward), a Yiddish-language 
newspaper in New York City boasting a daily 
circulation of 275,000 copies. Born in 
Trostianets before the Great War, and speak-
ing Yiddish, Ukrainian and Russian like a 
native, Osherowitch astutely recorded life 
under a Communist system he found mark-
edly dysfunctional, sometimes criminal. 

He documented a pervasive fear of the 
secret police, the GPU, recounting how par-
ents were scared their children might 
betray them. He watched hordes of peas-
ants clambering onto trains escaping to the 
cities in an anguished search for bread. He 
heard stories about rural uprisings brutally 
suppressed, saw how Western reporters 
self-sequestered in Moscow were failing to 
report what was happening and observed 
growing tensions between the beneficiaries 
of Bolshevik rule and those for whom it 
was an enervating nightmare. 

What puzzled him most was how his 
beloved Ukraine, once Europe’s breadbas-
ket, was being reduced to a land without 
bread:

“… Ukraine was already experiencing an 
appalling famine. Millions of people had 
been driven to the greatest desperation, to 
a life sometimes even worse than death. 
Plagues circulated in villages and in the 
towns. People died because they could no 
longer endure their terrible hunger. On 
many roads, covered with snow, lay dead 
horses, withered away from hunger. At the 
train stations, thousands and thousands of 
peasants wandered around, covered in 
bodily filth and dirt, waiting for trains they 
hoped would take them into the cities, 
where they could perhaps sell something, 
maybe get bread. The dreadful misery of 
these people, this harrowing state of affairs, 
tore at one’s heart.”

It got worse. In February and March 
1932 the excess death rate was between 
562 and 631 people a day. About a year 
later, when the Welsh journalist Gareth 
Jones got to the Ukrainian countryside, the 
excess death rate was around 9,000 people 
per day. More than 4 million Ukrainians 
starved to death between the autumn of 
1932 and late spring of 1933, making the 
Holodomor one of the greatest genocides of 
the 20th century. 

When Osherowitch’s book was pub-
lished, in 1933, its reception was mixed, 
despite its favorable reporting on how many 
Jews benefitted from the Revolution. 
Pogroms were of the past. Previously 
unheard of educational prospects had 
opened for younger generations, with 
almost unrestricted social mobility, includ-
ing opportunities for joining the Communist 
Party, even serving in the secret police. Yet 
Osherowitch also deplored the negative 
consequences of these erstwhile gains. 
Jewish religious life and cultural institutions 
were being undermined, the Yiddish press 
and arts reduced to little more than tools for 
propagating Soviet ideology. Repeatedly, 
Osherowitch listened to tales of woe, almost 
to the point of suffering complete mental 
exhaustion, as his people repeatedly 
implored him to alert relatives abroad to 
their plight, begged for aid. The only excep-
tions were younger Jews. They spoke most-
ly of the Revolution’s purported achieve-
ments, of how the Soviet Union was over-
taking and would soon overpass the U.S.A., 
of an even-better future to come. 

What separated his interlocutors in 

Soviet Ukraine from left-leaning Jews and 
fellow travelers in North America, who 
proved unwilling to credit Osherowitch’s 
account, was that the former admitted how 
harsh their present circumstances were – 
after all, Osherowitch was there among 
them, could see what their lives were truly 
like. Yet they swore their sacrifices were 
necessary offerings, expected from every-
one caught up in the messianic chore of 
“building socialism.”

Portentous omens were appearing. The 
Jewish minority in rural areas was reduced 
by outmigration to the big cities. Many who 
left, including Osherowitch’s brother, Buzi, 
joined the dreaded GPU. His other brother, 
Daniel, stayed home, an armed enforcer of 
collectivization. While everyone in the 
countryside suffered, it was the Ukrainians 
who were fated to starve in their millions, 
the principal victims of the Holodomor. By 
the early winter of 1932 they had begun 
questioning whose side their Jewish neigh-
bors were on. Osherowitch heard tell of 
how, in the town of Haisyn, Ukrainians had 
called upon local Jews to join them in 
breaking down the gates of a government 
granary. Those Jews were warned that their 
refusal would be remembered as a treach-
ery and, sooner or later, avenged.

Osherowitch’s jeremiad was largely 
ignored. While Yiddish was not then an 
obscure language it was not accessible to 
most North Americans, not even to his fel-
low Ukrainian immigrants who would have 
found in his writing an independent confir-
mation of the intentionality behind this 
famine. Yet the Ukrainian diaspora never 
seems to have heard about what 
Osherowitch saw.

There were also famine deniers. As 
Malcolm Muggeridge, Rhea Clyman and 
others attempted to alert the world to what 
was going on, very powerful forces ranged 
up against them, stifling their reports by 
branding them alarmist, nothing but anti-
Soviet propaganda. Adroitly, the principal 
obfuscator, Walter Duranty of The New 
York Times, buried the truth.

What of Mendel Osherowitch? He 
returned “a changed person… more politi-
cally aware,” published articles in Forverts, 
then a book, all a matter of record. But his 
words came out only in Yiddish. Why was 
his testimony not made available in 
English, to reach a broader audience? No 
record exists of him ever trying to reach 
beyond the borders of his kith and kin, 
among whom more than a few preferred to 
stay ignorant, indifferent, or even hostile to 
his cri de coeur. 

Did Osherowitch fall into shocked silence 
after being denounced by his brothers or a 
Jewish diaspora still enthralled by 
Stalinism? Was he hushed after receiving 
news that family members had been 
repressed, fearing they would fare worse if 
he gave public witness? We will never know. 
All that is certain is that he did not. Though 
living in New York, and working for a social-
ist newspaper, Osherowitch remained con-
spicuously silent, even as Walter Duranty 
and Gareth Jones contested the truth of the 
famine on the pages of The New York Times. 
We do not know why. Nor can we judge him 
today for doing nothing more then.

Osherowitch left a remarkable chronicle 
of his journey across Soviet Ukraine. 
Related to only a chosen few it was a story 
about the mounting misery facing Jews and 
Gentiles, non-Ukrainians and Ukrainians, 
on the eve of a politically engineered fam-

Too many decades too late

(Continued on page 15)

strictly speaking, the armed force of the 
Holy Roman Empire (Latin: Exercitus 
Imperii) under its last monarch, the 
Habsburg Emperor Francis II. 

The key feature of the Austrian Empire’s 
army was that, due to the multinational 
nature of its territories, regiments were 
split into units recruited from throughout 
the empire. Ruthenian, i.e. Ukrainian, con-
scripts were drawn from the crown land of 
the Kingdom of Galicia and Lodomeria. 

The same Galician-Ukrainian regiments 
that comprised the Austro-Hungarian army 
in 1918 eventually formed the nucleus of 
the Ukrainian Galician Army, which helped 
establish the short-lived Western Ukrainian 
National Republic. My grandfather was one 
of those soldiers. 

Adrian Baranetsky, M.D.
Short Hills, N.J.
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by Adrian Bryttan

NEW YORK – A wedge of cabbage… 
hanging over a cocktail glass? Yes – but only 
for a “Borscht Martini”! Conjuring such a 
rara avis (recipe at close of this article) was 
one of many prequel videos on the website 
of the Ukrainian Institute of America (UIA) 
prior to kickoff for its October 25 “2020 
Gala Honoring all Ukrainian Medical 
Personnel.” The goal was to raise $72,000 
(this year is the 72nd year of the UIA).

UIA board members spun lively com-
mentaries in real time. The center-piece 
was an informative “Fireside Chat” about 
COVID-19, flanked by many pre-filmed 
messages from artists and notables, plus 
assorted musical performances from near 
and far. For online viewers, UIA’s website 
offered videos of past events at UIA.

The diverse virtues of these virtual 
diversions offered a cornucopia that would 
have proved impossible to produce live.

The gala begins to stream 

A slide show of UIA art openings, con-
certs and benefits set the mood for the 
introductory musical video from Ukraine: 
organist Olena Matselyukh performing a 
swirling, colorful fantasy on “Amazing 
Grace.”

UIA President Kathy Nalywajko greeted 
viewers, outlining the need to continue the 
music, arts, and education programs of UIA 
in virtual format during a pandemic. Ms. 
Nalywajko explained the significance of the 
gala’s dedication, and wished for all to be 
“entertained, educated, and inspired.” 
Indeed by the gala’s end, contributions via 
text and Internet links had climbed to 
$66,000.

The president of the Ukrainian Medical 
Association of North America, Dr. Peter 
Lenchur, added his greetings, thanking all 
medical workers in this crucial time.

Dr. Solomiya Ivakhiv, director of Music At 
The Institute (MATI), recounted how, over 
32 seasons, MATI has presented 200 
Ukrainian musicians to audiences. Future 
concerts will be a hybrid transmission, via 
computer. Dr. Ivakhiv affirmed the goal to 
spread Ukrainian music to multi-national 
audiences and performers.

To illustrate, the next video showcased 
African American opera star Karen Slack 
singing the well-known art song by 
Anatoliy Kos-Anatolsky “Oy Ty Divchyno, z 
Horikha Zernia” (O Lovely Maiden, with 
Heart of Thorns). Ms. Slack’s Ukrainian dic-
tion was flawless, and it was good to hear 
such a rich-voiced soprano interpret a song 
usually performed by baritones.

Virtual messages  
from around the world

Viewers saw a variety of video greetings. 
Ukraine’s Permanent Representative to the 
United Nations Sergiy Kyslytsya and Consul 
General of Ukraine in New York Oleksii 
Holubov voiced their commendations and 
best wishes for the UIA. Dr. Lubomyr 
Luciuk from Canada sent his congratula-
tions.

Viewers saw a very special noteworthy 
greeting by Alexander Davis, great-grand-
son of Volodymyr (William) Dzus, who 
founded the UIA in 1948. 

Additional felicitations were aired from 
clarinetist Victoria Luperi of the Pittsburgh 
Symphony, cellist Roman Borys from the 
Griffin Trio in Toronto, Claude Sim, violinist 
from Colorado Symphony, and Eric Reis, 
director of the early music Ensemble Origo.

Composer Yevhen Stankovych from 
Ukraine, Ukrainian Music Institute 
President Maria Lonchyna-Lisowsky, 
Ukrainian National Museum of Chicago 
President Lida Tkaczuk and Razom 
President Dora Chomiak added their acco-
lades.

Alexa Chopivsky, director of Program on 
the World Economy at The Aspen Institute 
and founder of Transnational Education 
Group, congratulated Ms. Nalywajko on 
continuing the UIA’s mission of outreach.

Two visual artists also transmitted their 
greetings: Ola Rondiak from Kyiv and Ilona 
Sochynsky from New York. Ms. Sochynsky 
included a preview of her new exhibition 
planned at UIA.

Musical delights 

Music videos resonated from all four 
points of the compass: Dr. Ivakhiv per-
formed Yevhen Stankovych’s “Angel’s 
Touch,” Igor Leschishin played Myroslav 

Skoryk’s “Concerto for Oboe,” and Oksana 
Mukha from Ukraine sang a Volodymyr 
Ivasiuk song accompanying herself on gui-
tar. From Denver, Mr. Sim and his wife, 
Natalia, performed Astor Piazzolla’s sultry 
tango “Soledad.” 

From Ukraine, Ihor Matselyukh played 
the pan flute with his wife at the organ, in a 
unique arrangement of Skoryk’s ubiquitous 
“Melody.”

A “Fireside Chat”

At the heart of the gala was a “Fireside 
Chat” with Dr. Boris Lushniak, former act-
ing surgeon general of the United States 
and current dean of the University of 
Maryland School of Public Health. UIA 
Board Member Adrianna Melnyk-
Hankewycz felicitously led the questioning. 
Dr. Lushniak enumerated the incredible 
achievements and speedy progress against 
COVID-19, but also pointed to the work still 
ahead, addressing topics of virus muta-
tions, antibodies, a vaccine and herd immu-
nity. 

Regarding containment strategies, he 
reaffirmed public health recommendations: 
masks, hand washing and avoiding crowds. 
But we should not lose sight of social and 
emotional contact, he added. Dr Lushniak 
said the term “social distancing” had an 
unhappy connotation; better would have 
been merely “physical distancing.” We must 
always care for others, he underscored.

Ms. Nalywajko thanked Dr. Walter 
Hoydysh and Dr. Ivakhiv for their intensive 
work heading the visual arts and music 
programs at UIA. Ms. Nalywajko applauded 
the financial support from the Chopivsky 
family, Charles Podpirka and the Self-
Reliance Federal Credit Union.

Martini trio

In a final tableau, Ms. Ivakhiv and Ms. 
Melnyk-Hankewycz joined Ms. Nalywajko 
in raising “Borscht Martinis,” to toast the 
viewers. (Recipe: 50 gm vodka, 50 gm 
apple brandy, 30 gm beet juice/syrup and 
juice of one lemon. Garnish with dill, beet 
slice and, of course, a wedge of cabbage.) 

The “Borscht Martini” with which the Ukrainian Institute of America toasted its 
72nd anniversary.

UIA holds virtual gala to mark its 72nd anniversary

Cook County of Illinois provides election ballots in Ukrainian
by Maria Korkatsch-Groszko

CHICAGO – Voting is a basic civic duty in 
a democracy. In 1975, the U.S. Congress 
added language-access provisions to the 
Voting Rights Act of 1965. Under Section 
203 of that amended act, jurisdictions must 
provide language assistance if more than 
10,000 or 5 percent of voting-age citizens 
belong to a single language minority group, 
have depressed literacy rates and do not 
speak English very well. The Ukrainian 
community of Cook County in Illinois has a 
population that fits this description, based 
on the 2010 Census.

One of the goals of the Ukrainian 
Congress Committee of America-Illinois 
Division (UCCA-Illinois) is “to coordinate 
and consolidate development of organized 
Ukrainian life in the U.S. and strive to 
increase the importance and role of the 
Ukrainian American community in the civic 
and cultural life of this country.” In keeping 
with this goal, and because voting is an 
important cornerstone of democracy, Ihor 
Diaczun, president, and Marta Farion, vice-
president of the UCCA-Illinois, with the 
assistance of board members, had initiated 

a “Register, Vote, Complete Census 2020” 
project in the Ukrainian community to 
encourage Ukrainian registered voters to 
vote in the Chicago mayoral election in 
February of 2019 and to fill out the 2020 
Census. 

Cook County is home to 5.2 million peo-
ple living in the city of Chicago and several 
northwestern suburbs. Thirty-five percent 
of Cook County residents speak a language 
other than English at home. Commissio-
ners Scott Britton (14th District) and Kevin 
B. Morrison (15th District) strongly advo-
cated and engaged in legislative initiatives 
to provide election ballots in native lan-
guages. In October 2019, the Cook County 
Board of Commissioners in Illinois went 
beyond the basic language requirements; 
they passed an ordinance to assure and 
provide voters with fully translated elec-
tronic, mail-in and audio assistance ballots 
in 12 languages for the 2020 presidential 
and local elections on November 3. One of 
these languages would be Ukrainian. 

In order to comply with the Cook County 
Board of Commissioners’ ordinance, a pro-

At the presentation of a certificate of appreciation at the Cook County Clerk’s Office 
on November 12 are (from left): UCCA-Illinois President Ihor Diaczun, 
Commissioners Scott Britton and Kevin B. Morrison, Deputy Clerk of Elections 
Edmund Michalowski, Cook County Clerk Karen A. Yarbrough, Maria Korkatsch-

Groszko and Mila Luhova.

Cook County Clerk’s Office

(Continued on page 10)
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and Tehran’s air defenses were on high 
alert at the time in case of retaliation. Both 
the ICAO’s Mr. Sciacchitano and Canadian 
Transport Minister Marc Garneau cited the 
“grief and expectations” of the families of 
Flight 752’s crash victims. Canada is 
involved because it lost 55 nationals and 30 
permanent residents in the crash. It has 
demanded answers from Tehran after its 
“limited” initial report failed to explain why 
it fired missiles at the craft. The Iranian 
representative to the ICAO, Farhad 
Parvaresh, told Reuters that he had report-
ed to the council on the progress of the 
investigation. (RFE/RL, with reporting by 
Reuters and AFP)

New ambassador of Ukraine to Israel

The newly appointed Ambassador of 
Ukraine to Israel, Yevgen Korniychuk, pre-
sented his credentials to the Chief of State 
Protocol of Israel’s Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs Gil Haskel on November 16. That 
same day, Ambassador Korniychuk met 
with Gary Koren, deputy director general of 
the Israeli Foreign Affairs Ministry and 
director of its Eurasian Department, who 
congratulated him on the beginning of his 
mission in Israel, wishing him fruitful work 
and success in promoting bilateral cooper-
ation. The Embassy of Ukraine reported: 
“The parties exchanged views on topical 
issues and prospects for further develop-
ment of Ukrainian-Israeli relations.” Mr. 
Korniychuk is a former national deputy of 
Ukraine, former first deputy minister of 

justice and ex-chairman of the Ukrainian 
Social Democratic Party. At various times 
he held the positions of the consul of 
Ukraine in New York, head of the 
Department of International Treaties of the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, senior lecturer 
at the Diplomatic Academy under the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine, and 
senior partner of the Magistr & Partners 
law firm. Mr. Korniychuk was appointed 
ambassador to Israel by presidential 
decree on September 10, 2020. (Interfax-
Ukraine)

NBU governor visits Washington

The National Bank of Ukraine (NBU) 
concluded a series of constructive high-
level meetings with the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) in Washington. For 
the NBU Governor Kyrylo Shevchenko, it 
was his first visit to the IMF since assum-
ing his role in July. During the meetings, 
Mr. Shevchenko reaffirmed the NBU’s com-
mitment to its independence, as well as 
the continued implementation of its 
reform agenda and conditions laid out by 
the IMF in relation to its current funding to 
Ukraine. The meetings provided the 
opportunity to discuss the COVID-19 eco-
nomic crisis, monetary policy and progress 
in Ukraine’s financial and anti-corruption 
reform agenda. The NBU met with senior 
IMF officials, including the head of the 
IMF’s Mission in Ukraine, Ivanna Vladkova-
Hollar, Executive Director Paul Hilbers and 
the director of the IMF’s European 
Department ,  Alfred Kammer.  Mr. 
Shevchenko commented: “We value our 
continued close cooperation with the IMF, 

(Continued on page 11)
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fessional translation firm was hired to pre-
pare the election ballots in Ukrainian; how-
ever, it was deemed necessary to contract 
“native-speakers” of Ukrainian, with apti-
tude in media communications, to proof-
read the ballots. The Cook County Clerk’s 
Office of Illinois reached out to Ms. Farion 
for a recommendation. Three individuals 
were recommended: Mila Luhova (co-chair 
of the UCCA-Illinois Media Committee), 
Maria Klimchak (host of the “Ukrainian 
Wave” radio program and curator at the 
Ukrainian National Museum of Chicago) 
and Halyna Parasyuk (archivist at the 
Ukrainian National Museum). Ms. Luhova 

was the lead on the proofreading and edit-
ing of the translations. She also recorded 
the audio instructions in Ukrainian to be 
used in the electronic voting process.

The UCCA-Illinois is the most active of all 
the Ukrainian Congress Committee of 
America branches in the U.S. and has an 
extensive network of contacts on social, 
cultural and political issues. It is possible 
that the initiative to “Register, Vote, 
Complete Census 2020” served as a spring-
board that led to the availability of election 
ballots in Ukrainian. Illinois’ Cook County 
was the first to provide election ballots in 
Ukrainian in the U.S.

Maria Korkatsch-Groszko, Ph.D., is vice-
president of the Ukrainian Congress 
Committee of America — Illinois Division.

(Continued from page 9)
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Manor College’s Virtual Ukrainian Dialogue discusses Zelenskyy’s first year
by Emily Carroll

JENKINTOWN, Pa. – Manor College held 
a Virtual Ukrainian Dialogue via Zoom in 
what was the latest in its series of discus-
sions on Ukrainian-American issues. 
Panelists included the ambassador of 
Ukraine to the United States, Volodymyr 
Yelchenko; a member of Ukraine’s 
Parliament, Solomiia Bobrovska; and the 
chief editor of the Kyiv Post, Brian Bonner. 

The president of Manor College, Dr. 
Jonathan Peri, facilitated the discussion on 
“[Ukrainian President Volodymyr] Zelens-
kyy’s First Year Leading up to American’s 
Presidential Election.”

Ambassador Yelchenko stated, “I am con-
fident that, regardless who wins this year’s 
U.S. election, our friendship and strategic 
partnership will continue to grow, as both 
Ukraine and the United States are commit-
ted to strengthening these relations.”

Topics of discussion during the October 

15 dialogue included the United States 
partnership with Ukraine, the upcoming 
elections and President Zelenskyy’s politi-
cal philosophy. (The entire dialogue may be 
viewed here: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=RLekFIavAHc.)

Manor College holds dialogues focused 
on Ukrainian-American affairs twice a year, 
this being the ninth dialogue in the col-
lege’s history. The discussions always cre-
ate meaningful and important conversation 
and are well-attended by various members 
of the Ukrainian community. Previous top-
ics of conversation included: women in pol-
itics in Ukraine; Russian aggression in the 
Kerch Strait; hacking and the New Russia; 
and moving beyond the Minsk process and 
ending Russia’s war in Ukraine.

Located in suburban Philadelphia, Manor 
College offers more than 50 Associate’s, 
Bachelor’s and Certificate programs in 
Allied Health, Arts and Sciences, Business 
and Professional Studies, and Education.

Panelists of Manor College’s Virtual Ukrainian Dialogue (clockwise, from top left): 
Ukraine’s Ambassador to the U.S. Volodymyr Yelchenko, Manor College President 
Jonathan Peri (moderator), Kyiv Post Chief Editor Brian Bonner and Verkhovna 

Rada National Deputy Solomiia Bobrovska.

Manor College
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which represents the positive direction of 
not only the NBU, but Ukraine itself. We 
look forward to a long-lasting, constructive 
relationship in the years to come.” In June, 
the IMF Executive Board had approved an 
1 8 - m o n t h  $ 5  b i l l i o n  S t a n d - B y 
Arrangement with Ukraine. The funding 

will help the country cope with economic 
challenges brought on by the coronavirus 
pandemic and address balance of pay-
ments and fiscal financing needs. The dis-
bursement of the second tranche of the 
loan is contingent on the continued imple-
mentation of the NBU’s reform agenda. On 
his trip to Washington, Mr. Shevchenko 
also met with senior officials within the 
World Bank and the International Finance 
Corporation. (National Bank of Ukraine)

(Continued from page 10)
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God looked around his garden
and he found an empty place.
He then looked down upon his earth and
saw your tired face and he lifted you to rest.

Left in profound sorrow:
loving wife -     Larissa Holubowycz-Pencak   
children -     Roksolana Misilo with husband Stephen
      Rostyslaw Pencak
      Orest Pencak with wife Darka  
      Adrian Pencak with wife Dana
grandchildren -    Malanka with husband Christopher Luangpakdy
      Katria Misilo
      Ivanka Misilo
      Andreya Pencak
      Mia Pencak
      Maxim Pencak
      Pavlo Pencak
      Alexander Pencak
great-granddaughter - Ava Stefana Luangpakdy
sister -     Genia Vetoshko
family members scattered throughout the world

Panakhyda was held Tuesday, November 17, at 4:30 pm at Lytwyn 
and Lytwyn Funeral Home, Union NJ.

Funeral services took place Wednesday, November 18, at 9:30 am at 
St. John the Baptist Ukrainian Catholic Church, Newark NJ, followed by 
interment at 12 noon at St Andrew’s Cemetery in South Bound Brook, NJ.

In lieu of flowers please make donations to:
• Plast Camp - Vovcha Tropa, c/o Pavlo Liteplo
   960 Heritage Hill, Unit C, Somers, NY 10589-3137
• UNWLA Inc Scholarship Fund/ Child Student Sponsorship Program
   PO Box 24, Matawan, NJ 07747-0024

May his memory be eternal.

With great sorrow we share that our dearest 
Husband, Tato, Didio and Pra-Didio

Dmytro Pencak
passed away peacefully on Nov. 14, 2020 at age 91.

He was born in the city of Horodok, Ukraine on November  8, 1929.
...No farewell words were spoken, no time to say good bye.  We miss 

you very much...

geopolitical realities. Turkey is carrying out 
a unique strategic-military agenda that 
eludes simple classification. Namely, the 
Turkish administration signed a compre-
hensive defense cooperation deal with 
Ukraine while, at the same time, test-
launching the S-400 SAM systems it had 
previously purchased from Russia 
(Anadolu Agency, October 16). Turkey is, 
thus, the only North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization (NATO) member that has pro-
cured a strategic weapons system from the 
Russian Federation even as it has devel-
oped extremely close defense ties with 

Ukraine in the aftermath of Russia’s illegal 
annexation of Crimea.

In fact, Turkey’s defense technological 
and industrial base has long benefited from 
mixing NATO and non-NATO partnerships 
– first and foremost with South Korea and 
Israel – when it comes to lucrative technol-
ogy transfers and co-production opportuni-
ties. Ukraine stands to become another 
important partner of this type but with the 
additional political-military value of help-
ing Turkey counter-balance Russia in the 
Black Sea.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 2)
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Zelenskyy] drinking coffee in a cafe from 
the red zone in Khmelnytskyy in June. Do 
you know how much he paid for it? Nothing 
at all!” Mr. Sadovyi wrote on Facebook. “We 
are creating working groups in the City 
Council on Saturday and Sunday and will 
help those entrepreneurs who decide to 
work after all,” Mr. Sadovyi added, noting 
that some 50 lawyers of the City Council 
will “take the side of entrepreneurs.”

On Saturday, November 14, law enforce-
ment officers recorded nearly 1,000 viola-
tions by public institutions during the first 
day of the government’s nationwide week-
end quarantine. According to the Ministry 
of Internal Affairs press service, the police 
drew up 990 administrative reports and 
opened nine criminal proceedings. The 
largest number of violations was recorded 
in the Lviv region – 390. There were 209 in 
the Dnipropetrovsk region, 128 in the 
Cherkasy region, 121 in the city of Kyiv 
city, 84 in the Kyiv region and 74 in the 
Ternopil region. The Lviv City Council said 
it will file an appeal in court of all the fines 
imposed on the city’s entrepreneurs.

Prime Minister Denys Shmyhal stressed 
that City Councils do not have the authori-
ty to lift the quarantine for some facilities. 
“City leaders do not have the authority to 
either allow or ban the effect of the gov-
ernment’s decisions. The government’s 
decisions are unconditional and apply to 
all business entities located on Ukraine’s 
territory. The weekend quarantine applies 
to a defined list of business entities that 
operate on the territory of Ukraine,” the 
prime minister pointed out.

A week earlier, the government had 
explained the new measures as a compro-
mise because the economy could not with-
stand a full lockdown. “I understand that 

the new restrictions are unpleasant and 
painful for many members of the business, 
entertainment and cultural community. 
The government is ready to lend a hand to 
support our entrepreneurs during the 
intensified quarantine regime on the 
weekends,” said Mr. Shmyhal during a 
meeting of the Cabinet of Ministers on 
November 11.

The prime minister chaired an online 
meeting with city leaders on Monday, 
November 16. Mr. Shmyhal underscored 
that the government is now looking for 
ways to flatten the curve of COVID-19. “For 
us, this is one of the ways out, when people 
are at home on weekends and do not cre-
ate a large flow and crowds. The high earn-
ings of the industries on Saturday and 
Sunday are just proof of the fact that huge 
flows of people spend time on the food and 
entertainment industry,” he said. Mr. 
Shmyhal explained that the weekend quar-
antine makes it possible to redistribute 
demand from the weekend to five working 
days, thus reducing the flow of people and 
contacts among various social groups.

Mr. Shmyhal also stressed that the gov-
ernment is now focused on communica-
tion with industries in order to develop 
mechanisms to compensate for their loss-
es. “Today we have several tools that have 
proven themselves in the spring. ...We have 
several programs we are going to intro-
duce this week to support the industries 
that suffer the most,” he said. 

At the same time, according to the 
prime minister, the government is working 
to increase the availability of hospital beds 
and oxygen supplies, and to give doctors 
more tools with which to treat patients. 
Mr. Shmyhal advised that the effect of any 
anti-epidemic measures could be seen in 
two to three weeks.

On November 17, the Verkhovna Rada 
considered a proposal to abolish the week-
end quarantine. Most parliamentary fac-

tions had harshly criticized the Cabinet’s 
decision, yet, there were not enough votes 
in the Parliament to cancel the quarantine. 
The leader of the Servant of the People fac-
tion, David Arakhamia, suggested giving 
the government two weeks to see if the 
quarantine would achieve the desired 
result and only then make a decision. 
However, the Rada took a different 
approach: it instructed the Cabinet of 
Ministers to publish all new quarantine 
restrictions at least seven days before their 
entry into force.

Speaking in the Verkhovna Rada on that 
day, Prime Minister Shmyhal said that if 
the weekend quarantine does not flatten 
the curve, quarantine restrictions will have 
to be tightened. “The main task of the 
weekend quarantine is to make sure that 
we reach a plateau in terms of the number 
of patients,” he explained. “That is, to 
record it in figures no more than 11,000 to 
12,000 cases a day. In the next two weeks, 
we must see its first results. If that doesn’t 
happen, we’ll start preparing for tougher 
quarantine restrictions.”

The prime minister also reported that 
improving the medical system’s capacity is 
a daily task. “At the beginning of the pan-
demic in Ukraine, only 12,500 beds were 
ready to receive patients. Currently, their 
number is 54,000. And every week the 
government adds 2,000 to 4,000 new beds. 

At present, we cannot see the need to 
deploy mobile hospitals, but such prepara-
tions are under way,” Mr. Shmyhal said.

In the meantime, President Zelenskyy 
and the head of the Presidential Office, 
Andrii Yermak, are undergoing treatment 
for COVID-19. According to the president’s 
press service, Mr. Zelenskyy is in good 
shape and his symptoms are mild. He is 
hospitalized in Feofaniya, a hospital desig-
nated for Ukrainian officials. Because 
Minister of Health Maxym Stepanov had 
stated that hospitalization is needed only 
for patients in high-risk-groups with 
intense symptoms, Mr. Zelenskyy’s hospi-
talization provoked a public outcry, and 
activists announced a protest in front of 
the hospital for November 21.

According to the Public Health Center of 
Ukraine, as of November 18, there were 
12,496 officially confirmed new cases of 
COVID-19 in Ukraine. During the entire 
pandemic in Ukraine: 570,153 persons 
contracted the coronavirus; 259,079 peo-
ple recovered; 10,112 people died; 
4,022,283 tests have been conducted. The 
largest number of confirmed cases in the 
24-hour period ending on the morning of 
November 18 was registered in city of Kyiv 
(1,213 cases), followed by the Dnipro-
petrovsk region (1,023), the Cherkasy 
region (800), the Kyiv region (774) and the 
Zaporizhia region (708).

(Continued from page 1)

Amid surge...

and the Canadian Institute of Ukrainian 
Studies on their work in the past year. 

The UCC welcomed delegates from 
every UCC Provincial Council and repre-
senting Ukrainian communities across 

Canada, including from Moncton, New 
Brunswick, Dauphin, Manitoba, and 
Kelowna, British Columbia. 

The UCC AGM was chaired by Ann 
Szyptur; Olya Grod served as Secretary. A 
special roundtable discussion was held to 
discuss the work of the Ukrainian Canadian 
community in the context of the coronavi-
rus pandemic.

(Continued from page 1)

UCC’s first-ever...
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Typically 80 to 100 pages are filled with 
original and well-written stories matched 
with sharp photos of Clifton people and 
businesses. 

“Clifton Merchant Magazine keeps our 
community connected,” said Mr. Hawrylko. 
Now 63, he grew up in Perth Amboy and 
moved to Clifton in 1980 after serving in 
the U.S. Navy. He belongs to Ukrainian 
Assumption Church of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary in Perth Amboy, N.J., and St. Nicholas 
Ukrainian Catholic Church in Passaic, as 
well as the Ukrainian National Association, 
Branch 25.

Readers may see the magazine at clifton-
magazine.com.

CLIFTON, N.J. – Tom Hawrylko, owner, 
editor and publisher of Clifton Merchant 
Magazine, which serves Clifton, N.J., 
marked the 25th year of its publication in 
October.

While the magazine began in October 
1995, it is predated by Tomahawk 
Promotions. Tomahawk (short for Thomas 
Andrew Hawrylko Sr.) began in March 
1990 by doing public relations, advertorial 
writing, fund-raising and advertising for 
regional and local clients.

 Until 1989, Mr. Hawrylko was market-
ing director for Ingersoll Publishing, which 
became the Journal Register Company. The 
firm owned 27 daily newspapers and over 
200 weekly publications. But in 1989, as 
income from classified ads went to the 
Internet, the newspaper industry bled rev-
enue. As a result, the father of three was 
unemployed.

“On day one, I started calling all of the 
newspaper people I knew,” said Mr. 
Hawrylko. “I hustled. All of a sudden, news-
papers started hiring me for project work.”

After rejecting a job offer from the 
Herald & News (Passaic, N.J.) in early 1990, 
and already with a handful of clients, Mr. 
Hawrylko became an entrepreneur. “Some 
of my bigger clients were The Star-Ledger 
and The Jersey Journal,” he recalled. “I did 
circulation promotions, marketing and 
advertorial writing for them.”

Today the 16,000 copies of Clifton 
Merchant Magazine are published and dis-
tributed the first Friday of every month. 

by Matthew Dubas

PARSIPPANY, N.J. – Ukrainian American 
chiropractor Dr. Andrew Brodyn, and his 
associate, Dr. Jamie Sacco, have launched 
their  practice ,  Landmark Family 
Chiropractic, based in Yardley, Pa. 

The office handles cases related to chiro-
practic care (adjustments – manual and 
activator), cupping, kinesiology taping, 
functional neurology, as well as nutrition 
and wellness (including nutritional coun-
seling, food sensitivity testing, as well as 
laboratory testing and supplemental pure 
encapsulations) to treat their clients. 

Each doctor has different specialized 
training in chiropractic services.

Dr. Brodyn is what many of his patients 
will call the “masterful magician,” except 
it’s not magic, it’s science, functional neu-
rology to be exact. A graduate of Drew 
University and Life University, he has spent 
over 600 post-graduate hours studying 
functional neurology at The Carrick 
Institute, from some of the leading and 
emerging experts in his field. With his vast 
knowledge and understanding of the 
human brain and nervous system, he has 
been successful at treating patients with 
conditions such as chronic migraine head-
aches, vertigo/dizziness, post-concussion 
syndrome, peripheral neuropathy, move-
ment disorders, developmental delays, 
ADD/ADHD, Parkinson’s Disease, anxiety 
and PTSD, just to name a few. 

Dr. Sacco, on the other hand, is the com-
pany’s healthy lifestyle advocate, natural 
crunchy momma who lives and breathes 
chiropractic. A graduate of Kean University 
and Life University, she’s been a chiroprac-
tic patient since she was a young child and 
couldn’t imagine doing anything else. Dr. 
Sacco’s focus is on functional nutrition and 
wellness-based care for patients of all ages. 
With her knowledge of nutrition and the 
human body, she understands how the 
digestive system can affect the entire body 
and lead to various disease processes. She 
has had phenomenal success treating 
patients who suffer from various chronic 
pain conditions, autoimmune disease, IBS, 
acid reflux, infant colic and so much more.

Dr. Brodyn became passionate about 
chiropractic after he endured a cycling acci-
dent that left him with five spinal fractures. 
After exhausting conventional means of 
rehabilitation, he began a journey to find 
answers to his own health questions which 
lead him to chiropractic and functional 
neurology. Dr. Brodyn believes very strong-
ly that thorough examination and truly lis-
tening to patients is the key to unraveling 
their complaints. He is an admitted lifelong 
student and is frequently attending courses 
in neurology to continue expanding his tool 
set and bring patients the best possible 
clinical experience.

When not in the office, Dr. Sacco enjoys 
spending quality time with her family. She 
is a mother of two young boys and is pas-
sionate about helping other moms raise 
healthy and happy children through quality 
nutrition, adequate sleep, healthy daily 
movement and of course chiropractic care. 
When asked why she decided to become a 
chiropractor her answer is always, “It’s just 
part of who I am and I couldn’t imagine 
being or doing anything else.” Chiropractic 
care has been a part of her routine through 
all stages of her life, ranging from child-
hood wellness, being a collegiate athlete, 

Chiropractic practice 
opens in Yardley, Pa.

Magazine marks its  
25th year of publication

Tom Hawrylko and his Clifton Merchant 
Magazine.

pregnancy and postpartum care. She 
understands the value of chiropractic care 
not only from her educational experience 
but also her personal experiences.

For additional information or to sched-
ule an appointment, readers are directed to 
visit Landmark Family Chiropractic’s web-
site, www.LFCYardley.com, call 215-693-
5488, or send an e-mail to LFCyardley@
gmail.com. The office is located in the heart 
of Yardley at Riverview Plaza, 33 S. 
Delaware Ave., Suite 203D, Yardley, PA 
19067. The practice also offers house calls 
to patients who reside in Yardley and some 
surrounding areas. 

NOTES ON PEOPLE

Dr. Andrew Brodyn

Dr. Jamie Sacco
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This is a brief feature story about a col-
lege guy, who in two-plus years, found reli-
gion and managed to transform himself 
from a hard-partying jock with severe 
depression issues to an honors student, 
team captain, married man and future San 
Jose Sharks defenseman. Heck, he was even 
a Hobey Baker nominee for most outstand-
ing college hockey player.

It would be a dramatic understatement 
to declare Brinson Pasichnuk’s life is pretty 
good these days. In his final home game for 
Arizona State University he tallied a hat-
trick. NHL general managers were very 
much interested, some with guarantees of 
an immediate roster spot. He’s happily 
married, secure in his life and feeling most 
comfortable.

Prior to this, times were tough, life was 
not good. Pasichnuk was a very talented 
hockey player who could not identify his 
purpose in life. Things would go dark on 
him and he felt hopeless in figuring out this 
black cloud hovering over him. His sopho-
more year was particularly disturbing, with 
the young Ukrainian attempting to explain 
to himself why he was so unhappy and sad. 

An experienced hunter, he was afraid to go 
on family hunting expeditions because he 
was too scared to hold a gun in his hands.

Around that time Pasichnuk experienced 
a chance meeting with a fellow student on 
campus which led him to explore spirituali-

ty. Moments of intense depression had him 
praying for a sign, a divine intervention, of 
emerging from his dark cloud. Staying out 
late and a party scene was one way of cop-
ing with the mental anguish, playing hock-
ey another. Yet there wasn’t much enjoy-

ment or fulfillment in either activity and, 
deep down inside, he realized he had more 
to offer as a person and a player. A couple of 
days later he met Halle Johnson, an ASU 
volleyball player (now his wife), and one 
week after that he attended a Christian 
event that completely changed his life. He 
concluded something was pushing at his 
heart and the solution to his problems was 
to allow God into his heart and change 
aspects of his life requiring change.

It would seem this young man does not 
have a problem in making serious life deci-
sions. At age 18 he de-committed from the 
University of Vermont to join ASU, which 
was about to begin its first season as a full-
time Division I program in 2016. Arizona 
State promised his older brother, Steenn, a 
spot on the team, while Vermont did not. 
The two graduate together this year and 
will be part of the school’s legacy as the 
hockey program’s pioneers. Around age 20 
he found his faith, and at 21 he asked 
Johnson to marry him.

Religion is not the only answer to solving 
one’s mental health issues. It did work for 
Pasichnuk – minus more traditional ave-
nues like medication and/or counseling. He 

Pasichnuk finds faith

Brinson Pasichnuk on the ice for Arizona State University.
NHL.com

Russia’s endorsement of the Belarusian 
tyrant and failure to condemn his methods 
have been turning away those Belarusians 
prepared out of economic or political rea-
sons to give Moscow the benefit of the 
doubt. At the same time, the leaders of the 
Belarusian movement have allayed con-
cerns about any underlying pro-Russian 
orientation.

The unexpected uprising in Belarus cre-
ated an additional security dilemma for 
Ukraine. Already at war with Russia in the 
Donbas, the prospect of the Russian mili-
tary now being deployed on the country’s 
extensive northern border with Belarus 
gave Kyiv plenty to think about. 

There are other factors, beyond the 
scope of this article, which also need proper 
consideration in this regard. One is the level 
of Ukraine’s dependence on petroleum 
products originating in Russia but received 
via the Belarusian oil refinery in Mozyr. To 
what extent is this continuing? Who has 
gained or continues to profit from this? 

Another is this month’s opening by Mr. 
Lukashenka of Belarus’s first nuclear 
power station. Built hastily with Russian 
financing, it is located in Astravets, in the 
Grodno region, close to the border with 
Lithuania. How will it affect the energy 
market in the neighborhood, and more 
importantly what potential dangers does it 
pose for neighbors, let alone the Belarusian 
population?

On the other hand, because of Ukraine’s 
alignment with the EU and its partners in 
the immediate neighborhood, most notably 
Poland and Lithuania, Kyiv was obliged to 
join them in condemning Mr. Lukashenka’s 
usurpation of power and brutal methods, 
and in imposing or preparing sanctions 
against him.

In this tricky situation, Mr. Lukashenka 
himself, through his most recent state-
ments and reprehensible behavior, has pre-
cipitated the widening of the rift with offi-
cial Kyiv.

Despite its peaceful nature so far, the 
Belarusian revolt has faced a far more ruth-

less terror machine than Mr. Yanukovych 
dared to employ, or even had at his dispos-
al. This was and remains a situation very 
different from the Maidan in Ukraine, and 
the tactics successfully employed by 
Ukraine’s defenders of democracy have not 
been appropriate in the Belarusian case.

Mr. Lukashenka has been utilizing an 
inordinately large army of riot police, sol-
diers, ordinary police and masked hired 
thugs reminiscent of the “titushky” during 
the Euro-Maidan to carry out the repres-
sion and intimidation. These servants of the 
junta, as the population refers to the 
regime, shoot, beat, gas, injure, maim, tor-
ture, imprison and degrade without batting 
an eyelid. 

Almost 30,000 people are reported to 
have been detained since the protests 
began. Torture and inhuman conditions in 
places of detention continue. The popular 
resistance has been heroic and resilient, 
but the human cost has been mounting and 
questions about how to adapt tactics to the 
ruthless intransigence of the regime are 
being asked. 

On November 11 another peaceful activ-
ist, Roman Bondarenka, was beaten to 
death after being detained. Ukraine’s 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MFA) promptly 
joined its EU partners in condemning the 
terror that has been unleashed against the 
Belarus population.

“Ukraine is in solidarity with the EU in 
condemning violence and repression by the 
Belarusian authorities that led to the death 
of Roman Bondarenka. The murderers 
must be punished, and those who cover 
them must be condemned by the entire 
democratic world,” the ministry wrote on 
its Twitter account on November 13.

The following day, Mr. Lukashenka, not-
ing that Ukraine was ready to join the EU in 
applying sanctions against him and his 
regime, struck out at Ukraine’s President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy. In an “interview” 
with a selected group of invited journalists, 
Mr. Lukashenka claimed that the Ukrainian 
leader had shamefully given in to pressure 
from Western leaders.

“All this wagging by your president, 
Zelenskyy, all his twists and turns are 
shameful copycatting of the European 

Union and the U.S.,” Mr. Lukashenka said. 
Had the Western powers not imposed sanc-
tions on him, Mr. Zelenskyy “wouldn’t have 
gone for it either,” he suggested. “This is 
humiliation of the Ukrainian people, to say 
the least.” Mr. Zelenskyy’s ratings had 
dropped sharply, Mr. Lukashenka added, 
and it was he who needs to think about 
whether he can hold on to the title of presi-
dent. 

Mr. Lukashenka threatened that Belarus 
could close the border to Ukrainian goods, 
including raw materials. “Watch out, 
because we could shut the border for goods 
coming from the Ukrainian territory. And 
then you won’t be able to supply products 
to our market; you won’t even be able to 
process Ukrainian products in Belarus 
before supplying them to other markets, 
primarily the Eurasian one,” he said.

Mr. Lukashenka also criticized the 
Ukrainian media for their coverage of 
Belarus developments. Why is the Ukrainian 
side “determined to spoil bilateral rela-
tions?” he asked rhetorically. Unfortunately, 
there was no-one present other than a rep-
resentative of pro-Russian politician Viktor 
Medvedchuk’s TV channel (112 Ukraine 
TV), to challenge him. It was the only chan-
nel in Ukraine to broadcast this scurrilous 
and rather pathetic attempt by the 
Belarusian dictator to get his messages 
across.

In the interview, Mr. Lukashenka blamed 
the West, and singled out Ukraine as its 
accomplice in Eastern Europe, for allegedly 
attempting to instigate turmoil in Belarus 
with the apparent aim of undermining 
Belarus’s “sovereign” statehood. “There is 
no smell of revolution here,” he declared, 
“because there are no revolutionaries. The 
driving force behind these riots is an exter-
nal factor.” 

Invoking obsolete anti-Western Cold 
War-era images, Mr. Lukashenka claimed: 
“The motive is clear: for over a quarter of a 
century, Belarus has built an effective model 
of a social state structure that enables 
defending national interests.” Hostile forces 
were seeking “to belittle all these achieve-
ments by removing a competitor, destroying 
out industrial potential,” he declared.

The Belarusian dictator singled out 

“Americans,” acting with Polish and 
Ukrainian support, as the alleged main cul-
prits. “I say Poland. And we know who is in 
these centers: Americans, to a single per-
son. And, unfortunately, they created a sec-
ond center in Ukraine to work against 
Belarus. We see it, this center.”

In an attempt to substantiate this accusa-
tion, but without offering any concrete 
details, Mr. Lukashenka announced that 
“Four people were detained near the 
Ukrainian border,” “a huge cache” with gre-
nade launchers was “discovered,” and “these 
four anarchists, who were hiding in Ukraine, 
came back here, and we detained them. 
They set fire to several buildings and cars.”

Mr. Lukashenka appears to have been 
referring to four known Belarusian “anar-
chists,” all of whom have been detained in 
Russia and Belarus before, who were “cap-
tured” near the town of Mozyr near the 
Ukrainian border on October 28. They were 
accused of “terroristic acts” in Soligorsk 
and Mozyr, where property of the local 
administration was reported to have been 
vandalized. 

The Ukrainian side has not bothered to 
respond to Mr. Lukashenka’s claim. 

With the EU poised to apply additional 
sanctions against the Lukashenka junta, 
and the winner in the U.S. presidential elec-
tion, Joe Biden, having pledged his support 
for the Belarusian democratic movement, 
official Kyiv will also be called upon to 
show its solidarity – not only in words but 
in deeds, regardless of the costs and risks. 

And perhaps those who will be marking 
the anniversaries of the Orange Revolution 
and the Euro-Maidan can ask themselves 
why tens of thousands have come out in 
support of the Belarusian freedom move-
ment in Poland and Lithuania, and so rela-
tively few in Kyiv and other Ukrainian cities.

Finally, Belarusians in the diaspora have 
united and created a forum for coordinat-
ing their activities, as well as an interface 
with the outside world. On October 31, rep-
resentatives of Belarusians living in about 
50 countries met online and launched the 
World Belarus Congress. Initial reports sug-
gest their interaction with Ukrainian dias-
poras in North America have gotten off to a 
good start. 

(Continued from page 1)
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(Continued on page 15)
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Through Virtual art exhibit, “Holodomor: A Remembrance,” with
November 30 works by Lydia Bodnar-Balahutrak, Ukrainian American 
Online Cultural Club of Houston, www.uacch.net (hosted virtually 
 through various universities, Ukrainian institutions, 
 museums and organizations)

November 24 Webinar with Valentyna Kharkhun, “Dealing with a 
Online Contested Past: ‘Monument Wars’ in Ukraine and the 
 U.S.A.,” Columbia University, http://harriman.columbia.edu 
 /programs/ukrainian-studies-program

November 24 Genealogy webinar with Col. Viktor Siromakha,
Online “Be a Cossack: My Cossack Ancestry,” Ukrainian Genealogy
 Group, http://ukrainiangenealogygroup-ncr.org/

November 26 Webinar, “How Local Ottawa Ukrainian-owned Businesses 
Online Have Been Impacted by COVID-19,” Ukrainian Canadian 
 Professional and Business Association – Ottawa, 
 https://ucpbaottawa.ca or http://bit.ly/UCPBAnov2020

November 26 Thanksgiving Dinner To-Go, Ukrainian Cultural Center,
Warren, MI 586-757-8130 or info@ukrainianculturalcenter.com

November 27 Holodomor Commemoration, Ukrainian Canadian Congress,
Toronto  Holodomor Memorial, Exhibition Place, 416-323-4772 or 
 http://ucctoronto.ca

November 28 Presentation by Anne Applebaum, “Stalin’s War on Ukraine, 
Online Writing ‘Red Famine,’ the Story of the Holodomor,” 
 Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Studies, 
 www.facebook.com/canadian.institute.of.ukrainian.studies 

November 30 Presentation by Alexander Motyl, “The Holodomor,”
Online Victims of Communism Memorial Foundation, 
 www.victimsofcommunism.org/events

December 3 Online retreat, “Experiencing Worship Series: The 
Online Nativity,” Ukrainian Orthodox League, www.uolofusa.org

December 3 Online presentation by Lubomyr Luciuk, “What Mendel 
Online Osherowitch Saw: Ukraine During the Holodomor,” 
 Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Studies, 
 www.facebook.com/canadian.institute.of.ukrainian.studies

December 6 Virtual Gala celebrating the 95th anniversary of the 
Online Ukrainian National Women’s League of America, with
 Iryna Fedyshyn, Kateryna Buzhynska and Petro Maha,
 https://unwla.org/events/95thanniv

Entries in “Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to events 
advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome submissions 
from all our readers. Items will be published at the discretion of the editors 
and as space allows. Please send e-mail to mdubas@ukrweekly.com.
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successfully found a renewed purpose in 
life, believing God has a different plan for 
everyone. People are destined to go 
through certain travails as Pasichnuk was 
meant to live through years of depression 
because, without it, he would have never 
made his connection with God.

Pasichnuk arrived at Arizona State as a 
very immature, true freshman. He was eli-
gible to be drafted into the NHL after his 
first season, but was passed over by the 
entire league. This has eventually worked 
in his favor as, having concluded his four-
year career, he was in a position to accept 
NHL offers as a college free agent in 2020. 
He’s drawn pro interest in the past, having 
attended four NHL development camps 
with Montreal, Minnesota, Arizona and the 
San Jose Sharks. He could have signed a pro 
deal after his junior year, but made one of 
those serious life decisions to return for his 
senior year for two reasons: try to win a 
national championship and be with his 
new wife during their first year of mar-
riage.

At 5-foot-10, 208 pounds, he’s a bit on 
the short side, but is solid at both ends of 
the ice, is a strong puck-handler and can 
shoot from the point. Whereas he used to 
be an agitator who spent more time pester-
ing his opponents rather than playing hock-
ey, he’s now more of an offensive threat and 
a reliable leader. A mere 18 penalty min-
utes through 36 games in 2019-2020 with 
ASU compares to 161 penalty minutes his 
last year in the Alberta Junior A League.

He has a solid build for an NHL defense-
man, strong like a fire hydrant, and he aver-
aged over 28 minutes of ice time per game. 
The night he became the first Sun Devil 
player to reach 100 career points, he 
scored on a blast from the blue line. The 
physical tools are present and, with contin-
ued development, Pasichnuk can be an 
impactful NHL player.

Over the past couple of years he has also 
demonstrated his mental strength. The 
spring of 2020 saw him continue a journey 
that has made him a strong person on and 
off the ice. 

Agrees to terms with Sharks
Pasichnuk made a lasting mark in 

Tempe, Ariz., coming on board a fledgling 
Division I program in 2016 and helping it 
grow into this year’s 13th ranked college 
hockey school in the country. His compete 
level and defensive awareness indicate his 
size is not a detriment, although there are 
some doubts about his skating and how 
that might deter his play when he has the 
puck with less time and space to operate.

All told, the San Jose Sharks were 
impressed to the point of offering Pasich-
nuk a two-year entry-level contract the first 
week of April 2020. He was waiting to see 
how the rest of the 2019-2020 NHL season 
would play out before officially signing the 
deal.

Pasichnuk has had a relationship with 
the Sharks for well over a year, having 
attended their 2019 development camp 
when he was first offered a contract. The 
team promised they would respect his 
wishes to return to ASU for his senior year 
and still honor their offer of a future con-
tract. This further cemented the relation-
ship between San Jose and their aspiring 
prospect. Word was the organization 
planned on signing brother Steenn to a 
minor league deal, allowing the siblings to 
potentially keep playing together. The pres-
ence of their AHL affiliate (Barricudas) also 
in the same city makes it easier on his wife 
– should Brinson Pasichnuk not make the 
big club, the couple would still reside in San 
Jose.

Pasichnuk was very impressed with 
members of the team’s front office and 
then-assistant coach Bob Boughner (now 
head coach). He referred to them as unbe-
lievable human beings, who made the 
effort to get to know him away from the 
rink as well.

It is fair to say all parties involved did 
not lack true character.

PASICHNUK POSTSCRIPT: In 136 NCAA 
games with Arizona State Brinson 
Pasichnuk scored 39 goals and 68 assists 
for 107 points. In 2017-2018 he finished 
first in team scoring, was second in 2018-
2019 and third in 2019-2020. He recorded 
a hat-trick on Senior Night, his final game 
on home ice. In 2019, he scored ASU’s first-
ever NCAA tournament goal. His 37 points 
this past season were third best among all 
defensemen in the nation.

Ihor Stelmach may be reached at iman@
sfgsports.com.

(Continued from page 14)
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ine that would consume millions of lives 
and whose consequences later over-
whelmed many survivors – perpetrators, 
victims and bystanders alike. While 
Osherowitch’s words have finally reached a 

wider audience, we can only lament how 
they came to us too many decades too late.

Prof. Lubomyr Luciuk teaches at the Royal 
Military College of Canada and is editor of 
the first English-language edition of Mendel 
Osherowitch’s “How People Live in Soviet 
Russia” (Kashtan Press, 2020), translated 
from Yiddish by Sharon Power.

(Continued from page 7)

Too many...
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