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   NEWS ANALYS

External relations: a promising start to 2021 for Ukraine
by Bohdan Nahaylo

The new year has gotten off to a good 
start for Ukraine, at least in the realm of 
external relations. Official Kyiv has wel-
comed the change at the helm in 
Washington and is hopeful that the new 
administration of U.S. President Joe Biden 
will be better not only for Ukraine, but for 
Europe and international affairs generally.

Already buoyed by a number of signifi-
cant foreign policy achievements during 
2020, President Volodymyr Zelenskyy’s 
team is looking forward to building on 
these accomplishments knowing that, if 
the country can deliver on reforms and 
combat corruption, it can rely on more 
consistent forms of support from the U.S.

The Ukrainian leader wasted no time in 
inviting Mr. Biden to visit Ukraine in his 
new role, for he has already been to 
Ukraine several times while vice president 
in the Obama administration.  As he 
watched the inauguration ceremony on 
January 20, Mr. Zelenskyy wrote on 
Twitter that “I’ll be glad to welcome Joe 
Biden in well-known Kyiv. I’m sure our 
relations will be enhanced.”

Enthusiasm in Kyiv for the change in 
Washington also suggests that Ukrainian 
officials feel a sense of relief that the coun-
try will no longer be used as a political 
weapon in the struggle between 
Republicans and Democrats.  On January 
11 the U.S. Department of Treasury 
announced that it had sanctioned seven 

Ukrainian and four media entities for their 
role in a Russia-linked foreign influence 
network.  The move underscored that 
such a ploy would no longer be tolerated.

On the eve of Mr. Biden’s inauguration, 
the deputy head of Ukraine’s presidential 
office, Ihor Zhovka, announced the coun-
try’s main priorities in the relationship 
with the new U.S. administration.  Those 
priorities boil down to ensuring U.S. sup-
port of Ukraine’s territorial integrity and 
of returning the country’s temporarily 
occupied territories to Ukraine, as well as 
intensified economic cooperation and 
cooperation in combating corruption.

Those priorities more or less square 
with the pledge Mr. Biden made as a presi-
dential candidate on the occasion of 

Ukraine’s Independence Day last August.  
He declared: “As president, I will make it 
clear to the Kremlin that it must end its 
aggression toward and occupation of 
Ukraine. A Biden-Harris administration 
will ensure that Ukraine gets the economic 
and military support that it needs, includ-
ing lethal weapons, while urging Ukraine 
to pursue the essential reforms that are 
vital to its success.”

Kyiv is looking to both Washington and 
London to help it revive the stalled 
Normandy format negotiations with 
Moscow on ending Russia’s aggression 
against Ukraine.  After the last summit of 
its participants (Germany, France, Russia 

by Mark Raczkiewycz

KYIV – Ukraine commemorated Donetsk 
Airport Remembrance Day on January 16 
and honored the soldiers who – outnum-
bered, and for eight months – withstood 
superior Russian-led forces in the Donbas 
War. 

Known as the second battle of the now-
destroyed airport – named after Russian 
composer Sergei Prokofiev – the siege last-
ed 242 days from May 26, 2014, to January 
20, 2015. 

Despite dogged efforts to defend the 
strategic site’s two terminals, including the 
Ukrainian air traffic control tower atop 
which steadfastly stood a Ukrainian flag, 
the airport soon became a symbol of 

Ukraine’s struggle to defend itself amid 
Russia’s unprovoked aggression. 

Ukraine’s military says that 101 of their 
own soldiers were killed and 440 wounded 
while defending the airport, which was 
given an estimated $860 million facelift 
ahead of the European soccer champion-
ship that Ukraine co-hosted with Poland in 
2012. Nine Ukrainian combatants are still 
missing.

The stoic fortitude with which the air-
port’s defenders repelled the enemy’s 
increasing onslaughts of infantry, armor 
and artillery fire has become legend. The 
enemy’s moniker of calling the airport’s 
defenders “cyborgs” soon spread through 

Ukraine honors “cyborg” troops who withstood 
Russia’s 242-day siege of Donetsk airport

(Continued on page 3)

by Mark Raczkiewycz

KYIV – Starting on January 16, a provi-
sion in Ukraine’s language law went into 
force that stipulates all public service pro-
viders must first address their customers 
in Ukrainian and they must provide infor-
mation for customers while browsing or 
shopping in the state language. 

Aside from commercial transactions, the 
provision also applies to educational, medi-
cal and social services, the office of the lan-
guage ombudsman’s website says. At the 
customer’s request, service may be provid-
ed in another language, such as Russian or 
English, if it is mutually acceptable to both 
parties. 

Fines for violating the law range from 
5,100 hryvnias to 6,800 hryvnias ($182-
$243), Taras Kremin, the commissioner for 
protecting the state language, told The 
Ukrainian Weekly. 

“Fines are levied if two such violations 
are recorded during the year [at the same 
business],” he said. 

After the first violation, recommenda-
tions are sent to the business for compli-
ance, Mr. Kremin added, comparing the 
two-step process to “receiving a yellow and 
then a red card in soccer.” This includes 
labels, signage and product information, 
and it applies to online stores as well. 

Ukrainians now legally entitled 
to service in Ukrainian

(Continued on page 5)

A woman orders a beverage at a coffee stand in Kyiv on January 20.
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A Ukrainian soldier searched for dead bodies at the Donetsk airport in October 2015.
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House arrest denied in Sheremet case

A Ukrainian court has rejected a request 
by a jailed suspect in the high-profile 2016 
killing of journalist Pavel Sheremet to be 
transferred to house arrest. Kyiv’s 
Shevchenko district court on January 19 
ordered Andriy Antonenko to be remanded 
in pretrial detention. Mr. Sheremet, a 
Belarusian-born Russian citizen who had 
made Kyiv his permanent home, was leaving 
his apartment to head to the studio where 
he hosted a morning radio show when an 
improvised explosive device planted under 
his vehicle exploded on July 20, 2016, killing 
him.  Mr. Antonenko and two other suspects, 
Yulia Kuzmenko and Yana Duhar, were 
arrested in December 2019. Ms. Duhar and 
Ms. Kuzmenko were later transferred to 
house arrest. The three suspects took part in 
military operations in different capacities in 
eastern Ukraine, where government forces 
have been fighting Russia-backed separat-
ists since April 2014. The Interior Ministry 
and the National Police have said the group’s 
goal was “to destabilize the political and 
social situation in Ukraine” by killing Mr. 
Sheremet. In January last year, the Ukrainian 
Prosecutor-General’s Office said that addi-
tional evidence was needed for the case to 
go to trial. A leaked tape published by the 
Brussels-based newspaper EU Observer 
earlier this month suggested that Belarusian 
authorities may be behind the killing. (RFE/
RL, with reporting by UNIAN and 
Ukrinform)

Cargo ship sinks in Black Sea

At least two crew members have died 
and six remain unaccounted for after a 
Ukrainian-owned cargo ship sank in bad 
weather in the Black Sea off Turkey. A 
Ukrainian government spokesman on 
January 17 said that “five people have been 
rescued and two bodies have been recov-
ered” from the wreck of the bulk carrier 
Arvin, which is registered under the flag of 
the country of Palau. The ship was heading 
for Bulgaria from Georgia when it sank, 
officials said. The Black Sea region has been 
hit by heavy rains, snow and strong winds 
in recent days. Reports differed on the 
number of people aboard the ship when it 
sank. Russia’s Interfax news agency said 12 
people were aboard, including two 

Russians, while a Turkish official put the 
number at 13. Sinan Guner, governor of 
northern Turkey’s Bartin Province, said five 
seamen had been rescued. He added that 
weather conditions were hampering rescue 
efforts. “There are high waves, and because 
of the waves the [rescue] boat can’t see its 
surroundings. We are trying to reach them 
with directions from the shore,” Mr. Guner 
was cited as saying by Turkish news agen-
cies. Ukrainian Foreign Affairs Ministry 
spokesman Oleg Nikolenko told AFP that 
the ship was owned by a Ukrainian firm. He 
tweeted that five Ukrainians and one “for-
eigner” had been rescued so far and were 
hospitalized in satisfactory condition. 
Tensions remain high in the strategic 
region. Moscow’s 2014 annexation of 
Ukraine’s Black Sea peninsula of Crimea 
has not been recognized by a vast majority 
of nations and has led to U.S. and EU sanc-
tions against Russia. (RFE/RL’s Ukrainian 
Service, with reporting by AFP, AP, Reuters, 
and Interfax)
Bodies found from sunken cargo ship

A Turkish rescue team has found the bod-
ies of four crew members of a Ukrainian-
owned cargo ship that sank in bad weather 
in the Black Sea on January 17, including the 
vessel’s captain, a Russian citizen. The 
Russian Embassy in Ankara said on January 
18 that the body of the vessel’s captain 
Vitaly Galenko, a Russian national, had been 
discovered. Russia’s Federal Agency for 
Maritime and River Transportation 
(Rosmorrechflot) said earlier that three 
more bodies were found from the January 
17 maritime disaster. According to 
Rosmorrechflot, six crew members, includ-
ing a Russian citizen, had been rescued, 
while two of 12 crew members of the bulk 
carrier Arvin were Russian citizens and the 
rest were Ukrainians. Turkish authorities 
said on January 17 that there were 13 peo-
ple aboard the vessel when it encountered 
bad weather conditions. The ship, registered 
under the flag of the country of Palau, was 
heading for Bulgaria from Georgia when it 
sank, Ukrainian officials said. The Black Sea 
region has been hit by heavy rains, snow, 
and strong winds in recent days. According 
to Ukrainian authorities, the ship was 

(Continued on page 20)

 NEWS ANALYSIS

by Ihor Kabanenko
Eurasia Daily Monitor

Russia’s “hard power” activity in the  
Azov Sea has increased significantly since 
May 2018, when the authorities officially 
opened the Kerch Strait Bridge they had 
been building since the illegal annexation of 
Crimea (UNIAN, May 15, 2018). Immedia-
tely, experts identified Moscow’s bridge 
building project as, in part, a deliberate 
“access limitation” operation. Moreover, 
both during the construction phase and 
since completion, it was accompanied by 
frequent freedom-of-navigation restrictions 
(“access denial” – see below), including sys-
tematic Russian Federal Security Service 
(FSB) Coast Guard boarding and inspec-
tions of merchant vessels traveling through 
the Kerch Strait to and from Berdyansk and 
Mariupol, the Ukrainian ports in the Azov 
Sea. Some of these incidents occurred only 
5-7 miles from the Ukrainian coast and last-
ed up to 28-57 hours before the vessels 
were allowed to depart on their way (see 
EDM, June 11, 2018; Blackseanews.net, 
December 15, 2020). Additionally, due to 
the height limits of the main arch of the 
Kerch Bridge, 144 merchant vessels 
Mariupol had previously worked with have 
lost the possibility of passage to the  Azov 
Sea (24tv.ua, May 14, 2018). “This is a loss 
of exports to just the United States of 1 mil-
lion tons of Ukrainian metal annually!” the 
former minister of Infrastructure of 
Ukraine (2016-2019) Volodymyr Omelyan 
stressed two years ago. He also noted a sig-
nificant deterioration in the condition of 
grain logistics in Ukraine’s Azov region due 
to the significant cargo shipping cost 
increases associated with the Russians’ new 
requirements for passing through the Kerch 

Strait (Mtu.gov.ua, November 28, 2018).
Artificial delays for vessels at the Kerch 

Strait entrance on their route to and from 
Mariupol and Berdyansk has continued to 
dramatically rise since July 2018, extending 
to an average wait period of 73-88 hours 
per vessel in August 2018 – 10 to 12 times 
longer than in May 2018 (Euromaidan-
press.com, July 18, 2018). The peak was 
recorded later that November, when delays 
reached 124.2 hours (Blackseanews, 
December 15, 2020). The ever-lengthening 
ship stoppages were not incidental: along 
with the “access limitations” imposed by 
the Kerch Bridge, they represent a specific 
“access denial” tactic for implementing the 
Kremlin’s broader “Boa Constrictor” strate-
gy, which aims at stifling Ukraine’s Azov Sea 
littoral economy (see EDM, June 11, 2018). 
In 2018, Ukrainian losses from the multi-
pronged Russian blockade of the  Azov Sea 
reached 10 billion hryvnas ($360 million) 
(Epravda.com.ua, February 3, 2019).

The Russian FSB halted its boarding 
inspections in October 2018, as a result of 
Ukraine initiating Navy and State Border 
Service escorts of cargo ships heading to 
and from its Azov Sea ports (Blackseanews.
net, December 15, 2020). Moreover, at the 
turn of 2018-2019, under the threat of new 
Western sanctions, Russia reduced the 
delay times at the entrance to the Kerch 
Strait. In January 2019, the average wait 
time for ships outside the strait was 32.1 
hours, which later fell to 19.8 hours in July 
of that year. However, it rose again in 
August-September 2019, particularly for 
vessels attempting to exit the  Azov Sea (up 
to 78.5 hours); this suggested Russia was 
most interested in interfering with 

RFE/RL

The United States has imposed sanctions 
on a Russian vessel in a bid to stop comple-
tion of the controversial Nord Stream 2 
pipeline, which would carry Russian natu-
ral gas to Europe under the Baltic Sea.

The sanctions against the Russian pipe-
laying ship Fortuna and its owner, KVT-
RUS, is a departing salvo against Nord 
Stream 2 as former President Donald 
Trump leaves office after hotly contesting 
the pipeline.

The U.S. government and several EU 
members want to prevent the pipeline 
from being completed, saying it will 
strengthen Russia’s energy hold on Europe 
and undercut Ukraine’s role as a transit 
country for Russian gas.

“Nord Stream 2, if completed, would give 
Russia the means to completely bypass 

Ukraine, depriving Ukraine of vital revenues 
and opening it up to further Russian aggres-
sive actions, while providing the means to 
use natural resources as a tool of political 
pressure and malign influence against 
Western Europe,” Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo said in a statement on January 20.

“Today’s announcement demonstrates 
that the United States is not afraid to hold 
accountable those who continue to aid and 
abet this tool of Russian coercion,” he added.

President Joe Biden, who replaced Mr. 
Trump on January 20, has opposed Nord 
Stream 2 but also seeks to rebuild ties with 
European allies participating in the project.

Antony Blinken, Mr. Biden’s nominee to 
be secretary of state, told his Senate confir-
mation hearing on January 19 that the 
incoming administration will also continue 
to oppose the construction of the Nord 
Stream 2 pipeline.

The pipeline, designed to double capaci-
ty of the existing undersea Nord Stream gas 
pipeline from Russia to Germany, has been 
a point of contention between Berlin and 
Washington.

Germany and Russia say the U.S. mea-
sures amount to illegal extraterritorial 
sanctions on commercial activity.

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov told 
news agency Interfax that Russia was plan-
ning “to continue the works for the comple-

Russia’s strategy in the Azov Sea: the Kerch bridge, 
artificial shipping delays and continued harm to Ukraine

U.S. sanctions Russian ship  
working on Nord Stream 2 pipeline
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Correction
Due to an editing error, a story on the 

front page of the January 17 issue regard-
ing Ukraine’s COVID-19 vaccination plan 
incorrectly referred to Ukraine’s total pop-
ulation.  The sentence should have read as 
follows: “The goal of the plan is to ensure 
that at least half of Ukraine’s population of 
about 42 million people receive a COVID-
19 vaccine in 2021-2022.”  The correction 
has been made to our online edition. (Continued on page 5)
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and Ukraine) was held in Paris in 
December 2019, the talks have once again 
floundered.  The only tangible achievement 
was the establishment of a cease-fire along 
the Contact Line which, though imperfect, 
has more or less held for longer than any 
since Russia’s military intervention in 
Donbas in 2014.

Ukraine’s Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Dmytro Kuleba said on January 11 that 
Russia “has done everything to fulfil noth-
ing.” His latest attempts with his German 
counterpart “to hold another round of talks 
at the level of foreign minister were unsuc-
cessful,” Mr. Kuleba said.  He said the con-
tinuing deadlock is a situation in which, “on 
the one hand, there is progress on Donbas, 
and, on the other, there is no progress.” 

Mr. Kuleba nevertheless said that he 
believes that “a window of opportunity for 
negotiations with Russia is not closed.”  He 
suspects that the Kremlin was waiting to 
see how the U.S. presidential election would 
go.  Now that circumstances have changed it 
might be more inclined “to return to con-
structive talks,” Mr. Kuleba said.

The minister also acknowledged that all 
along Ukraine has made no secret that it 
would like to see Washington and London 
involved in the Normandy negotiations.  

“Undoubtedly, a more active U.S. participa-
tion in resolving the issue of ending 
Russian aggression and de-occupation of 
our territories will be very useful and effec-
tive.”

But this requires the consent of all its 
participants and “is a matter for diploma-
cy,” Mr. Kuleba said. Understandably, Russia 
has opposed other states being brought in. 
But observers have pointed out that it has 
also been unclear to what extent Berlin and 
Paris would have agreed, or for that matter 
whether President Donald Trump, given his 
ambiguous relationship with his Russian 
counterpart, would also have accepted this 
role.

According to Mr. Biden, the new admin-
istration in Washington will no longer send 
“mixed messages” to Moscow. And London, 
after Britain “Brexited” from the European 
Union, last October concluded a historic 
Agreement on Political Cooperation, Free 
Trade and Strategic Partnership with 
Ukraine.  Furthermore, an official visit to 
Kyiv by French President Emanuel Macron 
is expected shortly.  This might also provide 
a convenient opportunity to discuss the 
future of the Normandy format.

Kyiv realizes that both Washington and 
London do not necessarily have to become 
participants in the Normandy format to 
help Ukraine stand up to Russia. Lisa Yasko, 
a lawmaker from the Servant of the People 
party, recently told the Atlantic Council that 

“it would be very encouraging if the incom-
ing Biden administration chooses to 
appoint a new U.S. special envoy to Ukraine 
and revive the role previously held by Kurt 
Volker until his resignation in September 
2019.  This would be a signal that Ukraine 
is a foreign policy priority for the Biden 
administration.”

Kyiv will look for help from its support-
ers in several other areas likely to become 
increasingly important.  One is its initiative 
to launch “the Crimean Platform” in August 
– a summit meeting focusing on the de-
occupation of Crimea, which Russia 
annexed.  The other concerns the recent 
agreement earlier this month by Europe’s 
top human rights court – the Strasbourg-
based European Court of Human Rights – 
to examine allegations by Kyiv that Russia 
has committed human rights violations in 
Crimea.

An area of vital strategic importance for 
Ukraine is continuing its quest for integra-
tion into Euro-Atlantic structures, namely 
the EU and NATO.  British Ukraine-watcher 
Peter Dickinson stresses, also for the 
Atlantic Council, that “Biden was at the 
forefront of an anti-corruption reform 
agenda that aimed to facilitate Ukraine’s 
integration into the Euro-Atlantic commu-
nity.” Here, Ukraine also has the support of 
Poland and Lithuania with which last year 
it formed an association for political coop-
eration – the Lublin Triangle.  

In 2020 Kyiv made progress in enhanc-
ing its ties with both the EU and NATO.  
Last June Ukraine received the status of “a 
NATO partner with enhanced opportuni-
ties,” and last October Brussels re-affirmed 
its continued support of Ukraine as a close 
partner and suggested it wanted to intensi-
fy their relationship.

Nearer home, Kyiv has several challeng-
es and opportunities both new and old to 
address.  The unexpected national revolu-
tion in Belarus against the dictatorship of 
Aleksander Lukashenka continues to test 
the Zelenskyy administration.  On the one 
hand it has aligned itself with the position 
taken by the EU and Washington in not rec-
ognizing Mr. Lukashenka as a legitimately-
elected president and condemned the 
repression he has resorted to. But, on the 
other hand, while the war with Russia con-
tinues, Ukraine has been wary of exposing 
itself to additional dangers, including the 
deployment of Russian forces on the 
Belarusian-Ukrainian border.

Relations with Turkey, Azerbaijan and 
Israel have also been strengthened over the 
past year, and Kyiv appears to be in a good 
position in the external sphere. But, looking 
ahead, one new potential tricky issue might 
arise.  Ukraine’s trade with China is boom-
ing, and given the extent of U.S.-Chinese 
competition, this will need to be handled 
tactfully so as not to antagonize the Biden 
administration.

(Continued from page 1)

External...

social media and a movie was made in their 
memory. Natalya Vorozhbyt, perhaps 
Ukraine’s best-known playwright, penned 
the screenplay for the film in 2017.

Posting on Facebook on the commemo-
ration day, President Volodymyr Zelenskyy 
said the airport’s “defense finally broke 
Russia’s plans to capture Ukraine.”

Mr. Zelenskyy noted that the “battles for 
Donetsk airport were among the fiercest in 
the war in eastern Ukraine … [and because 
of] their stability, fearlessness and stead-
fastness in the attacks, the defenders of the 
Donetsk airport were called ‘cyborgs.’”

Asked if he deserves to be called a 
“cyborg,” Oleksiy Matlak, who spent 11 
days in October 2014 as a machine gunner 
with the military’s 74th reconnaissance 
battalion, told The Ukrainian Weekly that 
he considered “anyone who has defended 
the country from foreign aggressors as 
honorable.”

Mr. Matlak’s time spent defending the 
airport coincided with a period when it was 
under constant onslaught, though it was 
also a point when Ukrainian forces still held 
both terminals and the control tower. 

Fighting “was difficult,” Mr. Matlak 
recalled, who at the time served as a con-
script. The former Euro-Maidan protester 
also served separately as a contract officer 
after completing officer training school for 
two years.  He was then discharged from 
the military in 2019. 

Mr. Matlak said his stint at the hotspot 
was just “a small contribution” to the air-
port’s defense, adding that what the gov-
ernment could do best to honor war veter-
ans is “create new programs for them and 
their family members to ensure a better life 
and security.”

The first battle for the airport, located 5 
kilometers northwest of occupied Donetsk 
city, lasted one day on May 26, 2014. It was 
“a short, relatively one-sided affair,” ending 
with a deft victory by Ukrainian forces who 
were able to hold the airport, wrote Maj. 
Amos C. Fox of the U.S. army in a report 
published in May 2019 for the Institute of 
Land Warfare.

An assortment of foreign and local fight-
ers, including Chechens from Russia who 
were known as the Vostok Battalion, had 
previously seized key facilities of the air-
port. In one day, Ukraine completed a com-
bined air-and-land offensive to successfully 
retake the airport, ending with more than 
50 dead enemy fighters. Kyiv reported no 
casualties during the one-day offensive. 

Thence started the second battle, which 
was part of Russia’s bigger and more pro-
nounced counteroffensive to stave off 
Ukraine’s efforts to retake towns and cities 
that had been occupied by both covert and 
uniformed invading forces.  Those troops 
were made up of regular and irregular 
Russian forces, as well as local collabora-
tionists. 

As Ukraine retook the key cities of 
Slovyansk, Kramatorsk, Mariupol and 
Avdiyivka in the Donetsk Oblast, as well 
other settlements in Luhansk Oblast that 
spring, Russia began to more “blatantly 
support its proxies,” Mr. Fox wrote. 

That year, Russian forces also took over 
the Luhansk airport in its overt, spearhead-
ed attack that coincided with reinforcing 
irregular forces at Ilovaisk in Donetsk 
Oblast. 

This Russian support included cross-
border shelling of Ukrainian positions and 
the deployment of regular “battalion tacti-

cal groups…that swelled up to as high as 
6,500” people that summer, ending in 
Kyiv’s disastrous defeat at the Battle of 
Ilovaisk, a strategic railroad hub. 

The loss forced then-President Petro 
Poroshenko to negotiate a peace agreement 
that culminated in the first so-called Minsk 
ceasefire which was brokered by the lead-
ers of France and Germany with Russian 
President Vladimir Putin in attendance. 

Despite the negotiated ceasefire, the bat-
tle for the Donetsk airport raged and 
Russian forces gradually took over key 
positions in what Mr. Fox described as their 
strategy to “exhaust the Ukrainians through 
a slow, attritional siege.” 

Mr. Fox wrote that the “goal of destroy-
ing the airport was twofold: it centralized 
its Ukrainian defenders, and it devalued the 
facility’s future use.”

By December 5, 2014, Ukrainian forces 
started to lose their grip of the area. 

Kyiv’s forces eventually lost control of 
the old terminal and defenses fell back to 
the new terminal that was built in 2012. 
Rotating reinforcements were constantly 
shelled entering the airport from the north-
west town of Pisky, which led to more casu-
alties. 

Then, on January 10, 2015, a three-day 
attack commenced upon the air traffic con-
trol tower and new terminal. Still standing, 

albeit damaged and without a Ukrainian 
flag on top, the tower collapsed on January 
12, 2015.

Five days later Ukrainian forces 
launched a desperate assault that at once 
served as a “counterattack…and rescue 
mission” for the remaining soldiers at the 
airport, Mr. Fox wrote. On January 19, 2015, 
Russia deployed 600 soldiers with two bat-
talion tactical groups and special opera-
tions forces along with modern T-90 tanks 
to dispatch the remaining Ukrainian fight-
ers still holding what was left of their dam-
aged positions, he wrote. 

Two days later the Ukrainian positions 
were overrun, with “more than 50 
[Ukrainian soldiers] being killed or injured 
in the final days of the airport’s defense. 
Prisoners were also taken. 

This offensive, which ended with the 
Ukrainian defeat at the Battle of Debaltseve, 
concluded on February 20, 2015, and “was 
politically decisive, as it resulted in the 
Minsk II agreement,” Mr. Fox wrote of the 
last official truce before the war made the 
transition to trench warfare consisting of 
sporadic artillery and sniper fire along an 
approximate 250-mile frontline.  To date, 
more than 14,000 people have been killed 
and an additional 1 million have been dis-
placed since the war began, according to 
data provided by the United Nations.

(Continued from page 1)

Ukraine honors...

Former Ukrainian machine gunner Oleksiy 
Matlak of the 74th Separate Reconnaissance 
Battalion of the Armed Forces at the Donetsk 

Airport in October 2014. 

Courtesy of Oleksiy Matlak

The Donetsk airport control tower sustained massive damage throughout 
the war.  It was totally destroyed and collapsed in January 2015. 

Reuters
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tion of this project” despite any sanctions.
Germany, which wants to secure natu-

ral gas as it ends reliance on nuclear and 
coal-fired power plants during its build-
up of green energy infrastructure, said it 
was disappointed by the fresh sanctions.

The sanctions were leveled under the 
Countering America’s Adversaries Through 
Sanctions Act (CAATSA) and could be 
expanded under new sanctions provisions 
in the annual U.S. defense policy bill that 
went into effect this month.

The new sanctions law also provides for 
punitive measures against companies that 
dig trenches, insure ships, or provide them 
with port facilities. Earlier this week, the 
Norwegian certification company DNV GL 
confirmed it was withdrawing from the 
project due to the threat of U.S. sanctions.

It’s unclear what impact the sanctions will 
have as long as the Fortuna is outside of U.S. 
territorial waters. The German state of 
Mecklenburg-Vorpommern, where the 
German section of the pipeline connects, has 
established a special environmental founda-
tion to shield companies from U.S. sanctions.

Fortuna left the German port city of 
Wismar on January 14 and moved in the 

direction of a construction zone near the 
Danish island of Bornholm.

The threat of U.S. sanctions forced a 
Swiss-based pipe-laying company to sus-
pend construction on Nord Stream 2 in 
December 2019 shortly before its comple-
tion.

Nord Stream 2, led by Russian gas giant 
Gazprom, had to bring in the Fortuna, which 
is moved or held in place by other vessels, 
hoping to skirt around the sanctions.

According to Gazprom, 94 percent of the 
pipeline has been completed. That leaves 
around 150 kilometers left – or 75 kilome-
ters on each parallel line – of which 120 
kilometers are in Danish waters and 30 

kilometers in German waters.
Fortuna last finished a 2.6-kilometer sec-

tion of each of the gas pipeline’s branches 
within Germany’s exclusive economic zone 
in December 2020, the first such resump-
tion on the pipeline since it was suspended 
in late 2019.

With reporting by dpa, NDR, Reuters, 
TASS, and Tagesschau.

Copyright 2020, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see  
https://www.rferl.org/a/sanctions-russia-
nord-stream-2-germany-/31053125.html).

(Continued from page 2)

U.S. sanctions...

The language ombudsman described the 
provision as another action taken to protect 
the country’s Ukrainian-language speakers.  
It is a step “toward gentle Ukrainianiz-
ation…and a reversal of Russification in the 
20th century – it’s about stabilizing the sit-
uation and restoring the Ukrainian lan-
guage,” Mr. Kremin said.

More than 200 complaints have been 
filed with Mr. Kremin’s office as of January 
20, he noted. Only verifiable incidents sub-
stantiated by pictures, audio or video 
recordings are investigated by his staff of 
34 employees. 

Business owners had nearly two years to 
prepare for the implementation of the lan-
guage law provision. The law “on ensuring 
the functioning of the Ukrainian language 
as the state language” was adopted in April 
2019 and most of its provisions took effect 
in July 2020, stated Maksym Kostetskyi, an 
attorney at the Ukrainian National Bar 
Association. 

He said the law “is about repairing all 
the damage that was done to the Ukrainian 
language over the centuries, starting with 
Russification at the end of the 17th centu-
ry” when the Kozak Hetmanate state allied 
itself with Tsarist Russia.

For many, the status of the Ukrainian 
language has often been associated with 
the nation’s struggle for statehood against 
the backdrop of Russian or Polish domina-
tion. While “Polonization” was practiced in 
what is now the western parts of the coun-
try in the pre-World War II period, Tsarist 
and then Soviet policies often banned its 

instruction or suppressed its use in various 
forms in the remaining part of the country. 

Over nearly 30 years of post-Soviet inde-
pendence, people have found it difficult to 
get even the most basic services in 
Ukrainian, including labeling and instruc-
tions on various products, among them 
durable goods, menus in Ukrainian and 
personnel services. 

Even before the law was passed two 
years ago, people, such as activist Sviatoslav 
Litynskyi from Lviv, sued companies and 
business owners for not labeling household 
appliances in Ukrainian, and for not receiv-
ing bank receipts in Ukrainian, for example. 

Mr. Litynskyi boasted of being the first 
Ukrainian to receive an internal passport – 
the equivalent of an identification card – 
without Russian translations on any page 
of the document. 

“It’s funny, ironic…even silly that 
Ukrainians didn’t have the possibility to be 
served in Ukrainian [for 30 years,],” Mr. 
Kostetskyi, the lawyer, told The Ukrainian 
Weekly. “There were no legal instruments 
to make it compulsory for service to be pro-
vided in Ukrainian.”

The attorney added that “I hope in a 
decade we won’t need this [law] since 
nobody will think about Ukrainian-
language service because it will be provid-
ed by default.”

The Ukrainian Weekly monitored three 
Ukrainian television channels owned by 
either pro-Russian lawmakers or business-
men on the day the legal provision became 
law. Inter TV’s main theme of reporting 
described it as “forced Ukrainianization” on 
its evening news program. 

Viktor Medvedchuk, perhaps the 
nation’s most visible pro-Kremlin member 

of Parliament, characterized the law as the 
ongoing oppression of Russian-language 
citizens. 

In an article published on the website of 
the Opposition Platform-For Life political 
party, of which he is a member, Mr. 
Medvedchuk said on January 15 that, “in 
Ukraine, the rights of both individual 
Russian-speaking citizens and entire com-
munities are grossly violated.”

He furthermore called the provision that 
stipulates customers must first be 
addressed in Ukrainian as “repressive.”

Oksana Levkova, the head of Ne Bud 
Baiduzhym (Don’t be Indifferent), a 
15-year-old non-profit organization that 
promotes the Ukrainian language and the 
country’s history, told The Weekly that it’s 
“one thing to pass the law, and the other 
part is to enforce it in practice.”

Given the lean staff at the language 
ombudsman’s office, Ms. Levkova said at 
least the law arms “civic activists with legis-
lation as any post-colonial nation does – 
this is a natural phenomenon.”

Asked to comment on the law’s critics 
and detractors, Ms. Levkova, who was 
raised in Russia in a military family, said 
that “every country has the right to protect 
its language…and it’s really absurd that 
after [nearly] 30 years of independence we 
need a law to obtain service in Ukrainian.”

Mr. Kremin, the language ombudsman, 
called any counterarguments about the law 
“manipulation.”

“The law is about protecting Ukrainian 
speakers and for them to obtain quality 
service; the same goes with education and 
in health care, as well as receiving legal 
assistance,” Mr. Kremin said.

(Continued from page 1)

Ukrainians...

Language ombudsman Taras Kremin.

Secretariat of the Commissioner for  
the Protection of the State Language

Oksana Levkova in 2019. 

Courtesy of Oksana Levkova
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A political quandary  
and personal introspective

 OPINION

Dear Editor:

All of us have been through some anx-
ious times in the last year or so. COVID-19 
has been a major cause of our worries. For 
those of us fortunate enough to live in the 
United States, that concern will diminish as 
the various vaccines become available and 
their distribution becomes more efficient. 
This is not the case for our families and 
friends in Ukraine. You may be aware that 

Ukraine had been negotiating with Pfizer 
and other Western suppliers when an exec-
utive order by the now former administra-
tion stopped all vaccine exports. Now that 
U.S. supplies are sufficient for domestic 
needs, all friends of Ukraine can unite in 
advocating for a reversal of this ban. Please 
let your Congressional representatives 
(House and Senate), President Biden, and 
the Department of State know that it’s time 
to provide close allies such as Ukraine this 
essential help.

Andriy Ripecky, MD
Chicago

Ukraine needs U.S. supply 
of COVID-19 vaccine

 LETTER TO THE EDITOR

In my last column, I wrote I would be 
commenting on the election.  I had no idea 
how much there would be to consider, both 
pre-November 3 and post.  So, this column 
will be actually two.  And by the time it’s 
published and distributed, it may well be 
superseded by rapidly advancing events.  
But here goes.

I supported Joe Biden from the very 
beginning of the campaign.  I believed his 
vast experience, moderate approach to pol-
itics and record of achievement set him up 
to be the best leader for America.  As a 
House staffer in the 1980s, I worked with 
Mr. Biden’s Senate office and became aware 
of his life-long association with Ukrainian 
Americans and his deep commitment to 
Ukraine.  Later, as director of the Ukrainian 
Museum-Archives, I was able to tap into 
those contacts when Mr. Biden facilitated 
passage of legislation directly important to 
us.  And, as a Democrat, I thought Joe Biden 
would be the best candidate to defeat 
President Trump, whose obsequiousness 
toward Vladimir Putin I despised. Mr. 
Trump obviously also saw Mr. Biden as his 
most formidable challenger.  Hence, the 
president’s shakedown of Ukraine’s 
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, which led 
to impeachment.  Hard to recall now, but 
that drama played out just a year ago. And 
then just three weeks after Mr. Trump’s 
Senate acquittal early in February, Joe 
Biden won the South Carolina Democratic 
primary, paving his way to the Democratic 
presidential nomination and going on to 
win in the general election.

Pre-election campaign

The 2020 presidential campaign will be 
remembered for its outcome, of course, but 
also that it was conducted during the worst 
health crisis in a century.  President Trump 
downplayed the pandemic, initially calling 
it a “hoax,” then predicting it would be gone 
by Easter, followed by assurances that a 
miracle would make it go away. He mocked 
people for wearing masks, recommended 
drinking bleach and held big campaign ral-
lies, which led to infection spikes over the 
months.  Many Trump officials were infect-
ed, including the president himself.

By contrast, Joe Biden told people to 
take the virus seriously, wear a mask and 
practice the social distancing guidelines 
which the president’s own health authori-
ties released and he dismissed. No surprise, 
Mr. Biden’s inner circle was spared infec-
tions. Since the election, Trump supporters 
told me with regret that had the president 
seriously addressed the pandemic, he 
would have easily won re-election.  Instead, 
he lost, his legacy forever blackened by mil-
lions of coronavirus infections, hundreds of 
thousands of deaths, the worst peacetime 
loss of jobs since Herbert Hoover 90 years 
ago, tens of millions of students substan-
tially losing a year of their education and a 
nation deprived of social interaction, with 
wedding receptions canceled, theaters 
darkened, funerals restricted to a handful 
of mourners. Some hoax…

The summer of 2020 was also dominat-
ed by massive demonstrations and urban 
violence not seen since the late 1960s. 
Absurdly, Mr. Trump campaigned as a “law 

and order” advocate, vowing to address the 
disorders which erupted while he was 
president.  Candidate Biden, for his part, 
condemned both the root causes of the 
social unrest and the widespread violence 
that ensued.  If elected president, he prom-
ised to implement policies to remedy 
America’s problems.

During the campaign, President Trump 
used every advantage his office provided – 
both legal and illegal – to promote his re-
election.  When the highest levels of U.S. 
Intelligence reported that Russia was work-
ing hard to try to defeat Mr. Biden and help 
Mr. Trump win re-election, the president 
ordered the report be changed to downplay 
Russia’s role and inflate China’s – false and 
deliberately misleading. When Democrats 
made it known that their focus would be on 
early voting and mail-in ballots because of 
Coronavirus, he appointed as Postmaster a 
supporter who proceeded to dismantle 
mail-handling machines and downgrade 
staff, obviously to delay delivery of absen-
tee votes.  No proof of a crime, I suppose, 
but election sabotage to be sure. And, hav-
ing canceled the GOP Convention because 
of COVID-19, President Trump used the 
White House itself as a venue for his nomi-
nation, with Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo appearing at the American embas-
sy in Israel as a live-television re-election 
platform – both clear violations of the 
Hatch Act and illegal.

Despite these and other efforts, Joe 
Biden, of course, went on to win the 
Electoral College, 306-232 – coincidentally, 
the same total Mr. Trump received in the 
2016 election, even after losing the popular 
vote by three million votes.  But it’s the 
Electoral College that counts. Mr. Trump 
won Wisconsin, Michigan and Pennsylvania 
by fewer than total 80,000 votes, states 
where Ukrainians have a visible presence, 
particularly the latter two.

In 2016, Mr. Trump won Pennsylvania 
by 44,000 votes.  Mr. Biden doubled that 
with 80,000 in 2020. Mr. Trump won 
Michigan in 2016 by fewer than 11,000 
votes; four years later, Mr. Biden won the 
state by 154,000.

Based on many issues but particularly 
disgust with Mr. Trump’s obeisance to 
Russia, a handful of activists organized 
Ukrainian Americans for Mr. Biden to pro-
mote his election. (Full disclosure:  I was a 
member of the ten-person steering commit-
tee.) Ukrainian-Americans nationally are a 
relatively small demographic, but in 2020 I 
believe we made a difference. Ukrainian-
American activism contributed to the rela-
tively narrow but enormously significant 
Biden-Harris victory.  The UAB committee 
met regularly by Zoom, strategized how to 
mobilize our community and regularly took 
out ads in The Ukrainian Weekly.  One of the 
first ads was signed by more than 300 peo-
ple from a couple dozen states, inspiring 
life-long Republican and Ukrainian Weekly 
columnist Myron Kuropas to write: “Wow!  
Very Impressive!”  A few weeks later, anoth-
er Biden ad appeared with more than 550 
signing on. Impressive indeed. Ukrainian-
Americans for Trump responded with ads 
of their own, with not a single person signed 
on.  As for the folks who signed onto The 
Ukrainian Weekly Biden ads, many didn’t 

by Askold S. Lozynskyj

I admit that I was provoked or encour-
aged by recent events in the United States. 
However, my observations apply to more 
than one country and transcend simple 
party politics. Cost cutting and small gov-
ernment Republicans have driven the 
national debt to an all-time high and pro-
gressive Democrats have totally changed 
colors on foreign policy in this case for the 
better. America is upside down. But so is 
the world. The Pope proclaims that women 
may read in Church but not serve as 
priests. For that he is applauded. How gen-
erous and progressive!

Mine is neither a lamentation nor a con-
demnation. It is simply an observation. 
Whether it’s a conclusion of good or bad 
depends on one’s perspective. The ques-
tion is what role does ideology or principle 
play in politics today. The answer is a very 
small one, at best. This is not an American 
phenomenon. It’s global and democratical-
ly global. The most obvious example is the 
outgoing president of the United States, but 
to be fair Angela Merkel, Boris Johnson or 
Emmanuel Macron while not as outra-
geous are not to be confused with Socrates, 
Aristotle, Plato or even Abraham Lincoln. 
However, they can be compared to 
Winston Churchill who left a legacy of 
undeserved favorable reviews. He was in 
essence a pragmatist who saved the United 
Kingdom with American assistance, but 
then sold out to authoritarianism and 
imperialism. Frankly, he was a politician of 
little principle.

Donald Trump is an aberration so he 
should not be denigrated persistently, but 
relegated simply to pariah status. The 
problem is not Mr. Trump. The obvious 
conundrum is that he garnered 75 million 
votes. Mr. Trump is 74 years old. He recent-
ly scandalized himself to such an extent 
that he has no political future despite the 
pundits. But there remain 75 million 
Americans out there. They are not all uned-
ucated white men but they are all deplora-
bles to use the terminology of one of my 
least favorite politicians.

Is America deplorable? Is the world 
deplorable? Sorry, President Biden, despite 
your protestations, this is who we are. 
Frankly we need to seek answers in a 
metaphysical sense, but recognize the 
world we live in and work to change it 
because this is who we are, and we should 
be better.

Our world is devoid of ideology, princi-
ples or beliefs. Obviously, this is not good 
but this is reality. My solution is partially 

about God, the concept more than the 
Biblical figure. Despite the pronunciations 
of the Israeli philosopher Harari or the 
empty churches in the Czech Republic, 
there is a God because, after all, someone 
had to create the material for evolution and 
Jesus was the most influential person in 
world history not only in religion. 
Personally, I shudder to think that there is 
no one above us because we are so weak 
and needy and need God for solace and 
inspiration at the very least.

Humans should be encouraged to strive 
for a better society as well as for their 
spiritual growth. Unfortunately, much 
stands in the way of bettering one’s eco-
nomic situation. Easy for me to say, having 
been born in America, albeit of immigrant 
parents.  Still there are matters that even 
the most deprived or depraved among us 
can understand. One of the most salient 
considerations is that, irrespective of 
financial wherewithal, skin color, gender, 
we are all equal. That’s relatively easy to 
say for a financially well off, educated 
white man. We are equal in theory but not 
in reality.

There was or is a revolution in America.  
The assault upon the Capitol carried out by 
armed, angry, uneducated white men was a 
paradigm. I recognize the generalization. 
My point is that there is a problem with 
angry, white, uneducated men touting the 
anachronistic Second Amendment. We can 
go on like this and call it democracy or 
American freedom. And it would be demo-
cratic and even direct, as opposed to the 
use of the Electoral College. Except that 
armed, angry, uneducated white men 
should not represent America.

I do not have answers. I simply raised 
some questions. Who are we? Perhaps it is 
time to take stock as Americans, 
Canadians, Germans, Brits, French or 
Ukrainians. In moments of solitude, I 
debate whether I am more American or 
Ukrainian. And then America undermines 
its relationship with Ukraine and I insist 
that I am mostly Ukrainian. But Ukraine 
seems to screw up most of the time and 
then there are those Little Russians.  
Perhaps because Ukraine is an underdog, I 
cut it and them some slack.  But frankly 
Ukraine is a composite where Little 
Russians, uneducated or uninformed white 
men and women play a prominent role. 
This is who we are. We must be better.

Askold S. Lozynskyj is an attorney at law 
based in New York City who served as presi-
dent of the Ukrainian World Congress in 
1998-2008.

The 2020 election and its aftermath

Andrew Fedynsky’s e-mail address is  
afedynsky@gmail.com.

  by Andrew Fedynsky

(Continued on page 23)
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Not even a pandemic could stop Ukrainians, espe-
cially Ukrainians in the U.S. The year 2020 began 
like any other year, but then things changed, and 

the community adapted with events, meetings and other 
activities moved online. Major events and milestones, like 
the 95th anniversary of the Ukrainian National Women’s 
League of America, were commemorated, some events 
were postponed, and others had to be cancelled. But, as an 
editorial in The Weekly reminded readers, “Hope is not 
cancelled.” 

Filmmaker and writer Oleh Sentsov visited the United 
States on January 25, with a stop at the Ukrainian National 
Home in New York hosted by Razom for Ukraine, to dis-
cuss his observations since his release from Russian 
imprisonment in December 2019 after his arrest in 
Crimea in May 2014 by Russian occupying forces. Mr. 
Sentsov focused his remarks to the nearly 300 in atten-
dance on the political prisoners held in Russia, those held 
by the Russia-backed militants in the Donbas, and the 
political situations in Ukraine and Russia. Mr. Sentsov 
explained that he continues to work with several former 
political prisoners and NGOs toward securing the captives’ 
release from Russian imprisonment. In order for Ukraine 
to become fully independent, he said, its prolonged exis-
tence as a post-Soviet state had to end. Ukraine will need 
to win economically and politically. He cautioned that 
Vladimir Putin does not negotiate, ever. 

Olympic Community Market in Irvington, N.J., closed on 
February 15 after 68 years in business. Founded in 1952 
as Bundziak and Lazirko Meat Market in Newark and there 
until 1963, two generations of the Lazirko family ran the 
business prior to the retirement of son Oleh Lazirko, who 
called it a bittersweet moment. Regular customers stood 
in line for fresh-made sandwiches and homemade selec-
tions for the upcoming Easter holidays. Victor Kurywczak 
drove 100 miles to the market for Easter orders for him-
self and his family members. Ezekiel Simmons, a regular 
customer and local resident, summed it, “You’ll never be 
able to get it again. That’s the sad part.” Mr. Lazirko 
recounted his 42 years working alongside his father, Antin, 
who died in 1978, and his mother, Natalia, who had 
worked at the market for 54 years and died in 2017 at the 
age of 96. A changing climate for businesses like Olympic 
Market had made it too difficult to continue to compete 
with larger companies that have muscled smaller busi-
nesses out through their massive buying power.

The Heavenly Hundred, who were killed during the 
Revolution of Dignity, were remembered on February 16 
in front of the Lincoln Memorial in Washington with an 
event organized by local Ukrainian community organiza-
tions, Ukrainian Orthodox and Ukrainian Catholic 
Churches and the Embassy of Ukraine. Among those in 
attendance were Ukraine’s Ambassador Volodymyr 
Yelchenko, Nadia McConnell of the U.S.-Ukraine 
Foundation, Michael Sawkiw Jr. of the Ukrainian National 
Information Service, Maryna Baydyuk of United Help 

Ukraine and Nadiya Shaporynska of U.S. Ukrainian 
Activists. 

A similar event was held in Chicago on February 21, 
hosted by the Ukrainian Congress Committee of America – 
Illinois Division, with a memorial service led by the Revs. 
Serhiy Kovalchuk and Roman Bobesyuk (both of St. 
Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral) and the Rev. Ivan 
Lymar of St. Volodymyr Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral. A 
memorial concert was held at the Ukrainian National 
Museum to honor the Heavenly Hundred, and a large 
screen displayed images from the Euro-Maidan 
(Revolution of Dignity) of 2013-2014.

On February 8, the Ukrainian community in Palatine, 
Ill., commemorated the Heavenly Hundred at the 
Ukrainian Cultural Center. The event was organized by the 
Organization for Defense of Four Freedoms for Ukraine 
(ODDFU) Branch 31, the School of Ukrainian Studies, the 
Palatine branch of the American Ukrainian Youth 
Association (known by the Ukrainian acronym SUM) and 
the local branch of the Women’s Association for Defense of 
Four Freedoms for Ukraine. Also in attendance was Oleh 
Ivakhniuk, a Ukrainian veteran who was sponsored by St. 
Joseph the Betrothed Ukrainian Catholic Church for reha-
bilitation and surgery with Revived Soldiers Ukraine. 
Bishop Benedict Aleksiychuk of the St. Nicholas Eparchy 
led the memorial service, joined by Ukrainian Orthodox 
and Ukrainian Catholic clergy, with responses sung by St. 
Andrew Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral Choir of 
Bloomingdale, Ill. Remarks were delivered by Ukraine’s 
Consul General in Chicago Andrij Danyluk, Ihor Diaczun, 
president of the UCCA-Illinois Division, and Bohdan 
Yurynets and Rostyslav Saciuk of ODDFU. A memorial pro-

gram was presented by the School of Ukrainian Studies, St. 
Joseph the Betrothed Church, the Panchyshyn sisters vocal 
duet and additional children’s choirs, dance and vocal 
groups. 

The Ukrainian Club of Syracuse University held a com-
memorative event honoring the Heavenly Hundred on 
February 20. The event, which attracted an international 
audience, included a film screening of “Winter On Fire: 
Ukraine’s Fight for Freedom” by Evgeny Afineevsky. One 
hundred Ukrainian flags were planted on the knoll of 
Syracuse University between the Student Center and the 
Newhouse School of Public Communication. 

The Chicago Ukrainian community held its annual 
Unity Day celebration, marking Ukraine’s independence 
on January 22, 1918, and the unification of eastern and 
western Ukraine on January 22, 1919. The celebration, co-
organized by the UCCA-Illinois Division, was held on 
January 26 at the Ukrainian Cultural Center of Ss. 
Volodymyr and Olha Ukrainian Catholic Church in 
Chicago. UCCA Community Service Awards were present-
ed to Myron Wasiunec, Maria Buchwak-Iwanec and 
Nicholas Kocherha. Dr. Philip A. Karber, president of the 
Potomac Foundation, was a featured speaker. Additional 
messages were delivered by U.S. Reps. Danny Davis, 
Michael Quigley, Raja Krishnamoorthi and Sean Casten (all 
Democrats), Maria Pappas, treasurer for Cook County, Dan 
Patlak, commissioner of the Cook County Board of Review, 
as well as representatives of the Azerbaijani, Hungarian, 
Lithuanian and Polish communities.

Members of the UCCA Executive on January 19 met 
with Vadym Ptystaiko, Ukraine’s new foreign affairs minis-
ter, at Ukraine’s Mission to the United Nations in New 
York. UCCA President Andriy Futey welcomed Mr. 
Prystaiko to New York and thanked him for meeting with 
Ukrainian community leaders. Mr. Prystaiko thanked the 
UCCA for its work for Ukraine and the support of the 
Ukrainian American community in strengthening bilateral 
relations. The UCCA continues its work with members of 
Congress to maintain bipartisan support for Ukraine, 
increase sanctions against Russia and combat Russian dis-
information. Ukraine’s inclusion in NATO’s Enhanced 
Opportunities Partners program, Major Non-NATO ally 
status for Ukraine, the 75th anniversary of the founding of 
the United Nations and humanitarian efforts to assist the 
medical field were among the issues of focus.

The U.S.-Ukraine Security Dialogue, in its 11th convoca-
tion on March 5 in Washington at the National Press Club, 
was hosted by the Center for U.S.-Ukrainian Relations 
(CUSUR), the American Foreign Policy Council, the U.S.-
Ukraine Foundation (USUF) and the UCCA. Joining the dis-
cussion were Ambassador Yelchenko, Serhiy Kyslytsya, 
ambassador of Ukraine to the United Nations, and Mr. 
Futey, president of the UCCA. The conference was hosted 
free of charge due to the generous contributions of the 
Self Reliance New York Federal Credit Union, the Heritage 
Foundation of the First Security Federal Savings Bank, the 
SUMA Yonkers Federal Credit Union and the Toronto-
based Buduchnist Credit Union.

The Organization for the Defense of Lemkivshchyna 
(known by the Ukrainian-based acronym OOL) held its 

 2020: THE YEAR IN REVIEW

Members of the Ukrainian American community commemorate the Heavenly Hundred in front of the Lincoln 
Memorial in Washington on February 16. 

Yaro Bihun

Ukrainians in the U.S.:
Active despite pandemic

Oleh Lazirko of Olympic Meat Market in Irvington, N.J., stands at the store front prior to closing on February 15, 
2020.

Matthew Dubas
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31st national convention in Yonkers, N.Y., on March 7. 
Mark Howansky was unanimously re-elected to a third 
term as president and the 50 delegates learned about the 
past term’s work of the organization, among them cultur-
al, educational and humanitarian projects. It was noted 
that former branches of the organization had been 
renewed in Syracuse, N.Y., Philadelphia and New Britain, 
Conn. The triennial convention concluded with a banquet 
and performance showcasing Lemko culture through song 
and dance with the New York-based group Na Lemko-
wyni, Tsvitka from Sloatsburg, N.Y., as well as members of 
Moloda Lemkivshchyna of Lviv.

The impact of COVID-19

Throughout the COVID-19-impacted year, the 
Ukrainian American community showed its resilience and 
resourcefulness. Schools moved to online learning; the 
Ukrainian American Youth Association (UAYA), Plast 
Ukrainian Scouting Organization and other groups incor-
porated online meetings. Church services were held via 
live-stream, and take-out food options were offered by 
many organizations trying to raise funds through bazaars 
and dinners. 

Even life at The Ukrainian Weekly and Svoboda, the two 
newspapers published by the Ukrainian National 
Association, was impacted with staff working from home. 
The newspapers have continued to operate under this 
adapted arrangement. 

The Weekly’s editorial for April 12 reminded readers 
that “Hope is not cancelled.” As the country entered into 
lockdown to flatten the coronavirus curve, with people 
working from home and other measures, the editorial 
urged community members to remain engaged in the 
community. Ukrainians were connecting globally during 
the pandemic through online programs, including pysan-
ka workshops and Ukrainian language courses. Hope 
remains, the editorial added, and we could all use a mes-
sage of encouragement amid the uncertainty of the pan-
demic.

How Chicago’s Ukrainian community and the business-
es serving it were adapting to the COVID-19 restrictions 
was reported in feature articles by our colleague Mark 
Raczkiewicz on May 10 and June 21. The Tryzub restau-
rant began accepting take-out orders, but the arrange-
ment did not allow for the program to continue because of 
the costs associated with handmade food offerings. 
Recreation opportunities were limited due to social dis-
tancing and group size limitations. Churches livestreamed 
services, and Ukrainian-language schools moved classes 
and even graduation ceremonies online. Ukrainian 
American yoga instructor Areta Verschoor offered free 
classes through Plast’s national physical fitness program. 
Dr. Maria Dmytriv at Midwest Health Center said there 
were inconsistent messages from government health offi-
cials and specialists, and the threat of disinformation from 
Russia further complicated the response. Other business-
es that serve the Ukrainian community and were impact-
ed in some fashion included Ann’s Bakery, the Meest-
Karpaty shipping service, Selfreliance Federal Credit 
Union, and the Ukrainian National Museum and the 
Ukrainian Institute of Modern Art, which moved exhibits 
and events online. 

Churches in Chicago began to reopen on June 14 with 
limited capacities and measures to ensure public safety. At 
Ss. Volodymyr and Olha Ukrainian Catholic Church, litur-
gies were reduced from three to two to allow for sanitiza-
tion of surfaces between liturgies. Faithful who chose not 
to enter the church could hear the liturgy via speakers set 
up outside. Salons, like the one owned by Tetiana 

Patrychevska, were allowed to reopen, and saw a resur-
gence of business from patrons emerging from lockdown 
restrictions. Smith Park in the Ukrainian Village neighbor-
hood also reopened, albeit with “social distancing ambas-
sadors” patrolling the park. Halyna Fedus of Shokolad café 
also explained her experience with the federal small busi-
ness loans and her concerns for her family’s health, in 
addition to the future of her business. Indoor dining 
resumed on June 17, with many businesses still recover-
ing from the looting that erupted following the death of 
George Floyd. Oleksandr Firov of the grocery store Amish 
and Healthy Food said his client base was slowly return-
ing, but noted that he had difficulty placing orders with his 
suppliers because of panic buying from local residents. 

The Ukrainian National Home in Syracuse, N.Y., and the 
Tryzub Ukrainian Sports Center in Horsham, Pa., adapted 
to the pandemic restrictions with take-out sales of food 
that have been a lifeline for many struggling businesses 
and organizations. The Syracuse UNH also used the 
“downtime” to make renovations to the building, includ-
ing the main hall and the bar. Tryzub opened on a limited 
schedule, and offered its spacious grounds for its mem-
bers and guests to enjoy. Food and drinks were served 
from the out cove of the clubhouse, and guests were invit-
ed to bring their own chairs to encourage social distancing 
and limiting group size.

By May, summer camps were cancelled for the UAYA 
and Plast; Chornomorska Sitch also cancelled its Sports 
School held at Soyuzivka, while the Ukrainian Educational 
and Cultural Center (UECC) of Philadelphia moved its 
activities online with educational, cultural and other offer-
ings. Soyuzivka on June 12 announced the cancellation of 
summer camps for the 2020 season, following the ruling 
of the New York State Commissioner of Health. The presi-
dent of the Ukrainian National Foundation, Dr. Wasyl 
Szeremeta, said he was disheartened by the need to cancel 
the summer camps, “as this is a vital cultural link for our 
extended family,” but noted that, as a physician, he agreed 
with the ruling of the health commissioner to “err on the 

side of caution in order to protect our children.”
The Weekly’s editorial for June 21 related how the pan-

demic restrictions were beginning to be relaxed after two 
to three months of quarantine measures. The Ukrainian 
community showed its commitment to resuming life, with 
the Ukrainian American Veterans (UAV) in Philadelphia 
commemorating fallen comrades on Memorial Day; while 
in Troy, N.Y., community members gathered for their 
annual clean-up around the Taras Shevchenko monument. 
Yara Arts Group of New York scheduled a series of virtual 
poetry and folk arts events, and the Ukrainian Bandurist 
Chorus held virtual rehearsals for its musicians. The edito-
rial outlined the work of Matthew Dubas and Mr. 
Raczkiewycz in covering the Ukrainian American commu-
nity’s response to the pandemic and how it has adapted to 
new challenges. The editorial noted the need to keep the 
community informed about events, even if they are held 
online, and underscored that the creativity of community 
organizations to continue with their missions is worthy of 
recognition.

Soyuzivka announced its preparations for reopening on 
July 1 in accordance with guidance from state and local 
authorities regarding social distancing and mask require-
ments, with the utmost attention to the safety of guests 
and staff. It was pointed out that staff would be masked, 
and food and beverage staff would also be gloved, guests 
would be offered a temperature scan, with a minimal-con-
tact check-in process. Those who cancelled summer reser-
vations would be contacted by Soyuzivka to offer them an 
opportunity to rebook.

Bandurists groups created Bandura Hangouts: A 
Virtual Workshop – an online workshop on July 13 
through August 7 – in an effort to continue their common 
mission to sustain and advance bandura music in North 
America. Organizers comprised Bandura@Bobriwka 
(Colebrook, Conn.), ODUM Bandura Camp (London, 
Ontario), Kobzarska Sich (Emlenton, Pa.) and Litnia 
Zustrich (Hawkestone, Ontario), and the sponsors of these 
camps (North American Bandura Camps Committee or 
NABCAMCOM), the Ukrainian Bandurist Chorus of North 
America, the Women’s Bandura Ensemble of North 
America, the Canadian Bandurist Capella, Zoloti Struny 
and representatives of ODUM. 

The Bandura Hangouts program attracted over 50 par-
ticipants, age 8 to 72, from four Canadian provinces, eight 
U.S. states and Puerto Rico. The “campers” were under the 
instruction of 27 volunteers, with players divided into five 
groups based on proficiency. Each group learned “This 
Land is Your Land” with bilingual lyrics and the 
“Zaporizhskyi March.” Afternoon and evenings were filled 
with presentations and lectures by such speakers as Julian 
Kytasty, Zynoviy Shtokalo, Andriy Birko, Mykola 
Deychakiwsky, Marko Farion, Irene Kytasty-Kuzma, 
Stephan Zaets and Oleh Mahlay, as well as members of the 
Toronto group Banduralicious. Campers said they enjoyed 
meeting bandura students and players from all over the 
world, playing games online with fellow campers and lis-
tening to performances by professionals.

 2020: THE YEAR IN REVIEW

Delegates at the 31st National Convention of the Organization for the Defense of Lemkivshchyna on March 7 in 
Yonkers, N.Y. 

Julie Wislocki

Jonathan Hejnal from Ohio leads the online presentation “Ukrainian Bread-Making Virtual Workshop” on July 
18, co-hosted by the Ukrainian History and Education Center of Somerset, N.J. 
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Plast’s online camps – one-week camps for cub scouts 
(novatstvo) and scouts (yunatstvo) – attracted more than 
350 participants for programs run by three campgrounds: 
Pysanyi Kamin in Middlefield, Ohio, on July 5-11; Vovcha 
Tropa in East Chatham, N.Y., on July 12-19; and Novyi Sokil 
in North Collins, N.Y., on July 19-25. Each camp had its own 
unique online program, with merit badges for various proj-
ects. In August, the Spartanky Plast sorority organized a 
one-week virtual camp for the youngest cub scouts, a pro-
gram that would normally be held at Vovcha Tropa.

In the fall, Plast also held its annual National Plast 
Conference online. Over the weekend of October 31, mem-
bers from various branches of Plast in the U.S.A. reported 
on activities of the previous year and determined goals for 
the upcoming year. The online format allowed for more 
people to participate than usual, with representatives of 
young adult and senior sororities and fraternities within 
the organization, as well as members of the National 
Executive Board of Plast and members of the World Plast 
Executive. Conference participants discussed and heard 
presentations about the organization becoming more 
inclusive and the need for members to remain safe during 
the uncertainty of the pandemic. A committee to explore 
inclusiveness was formed to review proposals and experi-
ences. 

The Weekly’s editorial for October 11 noted how com-
munity life went on during the pandemic, with festivals, a 
variety of camps and meetings held online. Notably, the 
Ukrainian American Cultural Center of New Jersey in 
Whippany hosted its annual Ukrainian Festival virtually 
on September 26. All Saints Camp in Emlenton, Pa., was 
among those that moved the camp experience online. The 
UOC-U.S.A. showed creativity with its Office of Youth and 
Young Adult Ministry hosting virtual events and contests, 
and the Ukrainian Catholic Education Foundation held a 
series of online fund-raisers for the Ukrainian Catholic 
University. Ukrainian museums and art galleries also host-
ed online exhibits and presentations. It all happens, the 
editorial reminded readers, because of support from the 
community, and despite the pandemic, these organiza-
tions continued to inspire, educate and prepare the next 
generation. 

As community events and activities continued amid 
ongoing restrictions, readers learned about the Ukrainian 
History and Education Center (UHEC) in Somerset, N.J., 
and its various presentations and workshops, as well as 
partnerships between the UHEC and Dnipro National 
University in Ukraine. UHEC presentations encompassed 
Petrykivka painting, pysanky, embroidery, weaving, tradi-
tional bread-making, children’s programs and genealogy; 
many of the online events were recorded and can be 
viewed online. 

The Iskra Ukrainian Dance Academy (Whippany, N.J.) 
hosted their annual Mother’s Day concert via Zoom.  
However, Iskra held two in-person summer intensive 
dance courses, July 27-31 and August 3-7, complying with 
all regulations in effect at that time. The Harvard 
Ukrainian Research Institute hosted numerous presenta-
tions and webinars, often via Zoom or YouTube, and its 
Harvard Ukrainian Summer Institute attracted 30 stu-
dents from around the world. The Ukrainian Museum 
(New York) also attracted an online audience with virtual 
exhibits, presentations and pysanka instruction, while the 
Ukrainian Institute of America (New York) hosted a vari-
ety of events, including a commemorative concert in trib-
ute to Myroslav Skoryk, who died in 2020. 

Razom for Ukraine distributed bags of food to local 
New York Ukrainian residents on May 5 as part of Giving 

Tuesday, with assistance from the Veselka and Streecha 
restaurants, the East Village Meat Market (Baczynsky’s), 
the Ukrainian Running Club, chef Olesia Lew, St. George 
Ukrainian Catholic Church and the UNWLA. Razom also 
aided programs of pandemic assistance for doctors and 
medical staff in Ukraine. 

UNWLA anniversaries

The 95th anniversary celebration of the Ukrainian 
National Women’s League of America (UNWLA), hosted 
online on December 6, chronicled the organization’s vast 
history and the causes it has supported since its formation 
in 1925. Among the achievements noted were its work to 
inform and raise awareness of the Holodomor of 1932-
1933; contributing materials and funds for the Ukrainian 
pavilion at the Chicago World’s Fair of 1933; the publica-
tion of the monthly periodical Our Life since 1944; educa-
tion initiatives and scholarships for children in Ukraine, 
Brazil and Poland; humanitarian aid projects, including 
$25,000 for flood victims in western Ukraine in 2020 and 
over $31,000 as part of the “Feeding the Hungry, UNWLA 
for the U.S.A.” program for Americans financially strug-
gling during the coronavirus pandemic. The gala raised 
more than $36,000 for educational, cultural and humani-
tarian initiatives, and an estimated 1,200 people joined 
the live video feed. The organization boasts branches in 23 
states across the U.S., with nearly 1,700 Ukrainian 
American women among its members. 

Earlier in the year, the UNWLA Detroit Regional Council 
marked its 85th anniversary and held its “Soyuzianka 
Day” on February 23 at the Ukrainian Cultural Center in 
Warren, Mich. Vera Andrushkiw, a prominent public figure 
in the metropolitan Detroit area, was presented several 
awards for her service to the Ukrainian community, was 
awarded an honorary doctorate from the Ukrainian 
Catholic University in Lviv, was named honorary president 

of the Detroit Regional Council, and was presented a cer-
tificate of honor from Ukraine’s ambassador to the U.S. 
The Ukrainian Catholic Education Foundation established 
the Vera Andrushkiw Scholarship Fund. Among the hon-
ored guests were UNWLA President Marianna Zajac, for-
mer Rep. Sander Levin (D-Mich.), Nadia and Robert 
McConnell of the USUF, as well as scholars, clergy and 
members of the UNWLA. 

The UNWLA informed readers about its Spiritual 
Rebirth of Ukraine project that aims to restore the spiritu-
al health of the individual in the aftereffects of the war. 
Thus, the UNWLA was continuing its legacy of humanitari-
an efforts in Ukraine in response to the war in the Donbas 
region, providing medical assistance through its War 
Victims’ Fund and psychological support through its 
Prostir Nadiyi project. The Spiritual Rebirth of Ukraine 
Fund supports two religious academies: the Kyiv Three 
Saints Theological Seminary of the Ukrainian Greek-
Catholic Church and the Volyn Orthodox Theological 
Academy of the Orthodox Church of Ukraine. The Revs. 
Volodymyr Vakin (VOTA) and Petro Zhuk (KTSTS), 
described their experiences. The Rev. Vakin explained the 
role of priests in the rehabilitation process, joined by a 
psychologist and a psychiatrist to provide a multiple-angle 
approach. The Rev. Zhuk added that priests have become 
educators and reformers in their assigned villages and 
regions, spurring on community involvement and organiz-
ing group projects. The Church, the Rev. Zhuk added, also 
has role in assisting soldiers returning from war and deal-
ing with the change from a combat warzone to civilian life. 

Also in 2020, the UNWLA launched the Ukrainian 
American Artist Directory to create a searchable national 
directory of the many talented Ukrainian artists who work 
in so many diverse genres. Open to professionals and hob-
byists, the directory is voluntary, with artists asked to sub-
mit a brief survey about themselves and their art. 
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A compilation of screen shots from Bandura Hangouts, an online program that was held July 13 through August 7 and attracted players age 8 to 72. 

Masters of ceremonies Christine Boyko and Valentyna Tabaka with Ukrainian National Women’s League of 
America President Marianna Zajac, in a screen shot during the virtual gala celebrating the organization’s 95th 

anniversary on December 6. 
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UCCA’s activity and anniversary

In other news during 2020, the UCCA, in a March 23 
statement that was featured as a guest editorial in our 
March 29 issue, reminded readers to identify themselves 
as Ukrainian on Question No. 9 of the U.S. Census. The 
statement noted that the 2020 census was the first digital 
census, and it emphasized the importance for Ukrainians 
to be represented in official statistics and records due to 
decades of mislabeling Ukrainian immigrants’ country of 
origin and the antiquated language of the census form. 
Ukraine and the Ukrainian language have been recognized 
by the U.S. Census since 1960, after decades of appeals 
and information campaigns by the UCCA. U.S. Census 
forms are available in Ukrainian as well, the editorial 
underscored. 

The UCCA issued a statement on April 26 in commemo-
ration of the 1986 Chornobyl nuclear disaster. The worst 
nuclear disaster in history, the statement noted, forced the 
Soviet Union to acknowledge the catastrophe that it ini-
tially denied and cost the lives of countless victims. The 
statement also cited the April 2020 forest fire that caused 
radiation levels to spike to nearly 17 times normal levels 
and was a constant reminder of Chornobyl’s longstanding 
impact on Ukraine economically and ecologically, and the 
associated health effects for years to come. The UCCA 
called on the international community to help ensure that 
the ongoing needs of Chornobyl’s victims were never for-
gotten, and reminded readers about all the victims of the 
Kremlin’s acts, including in present-day war-torn eastern 
Ukraine. 

In reaction to an April 24 statement by Presidents 
Donald Trump and Vladimir Putin on the 75th anniversa-
ry of the meeting of U.S. and Soviet forces in World War II, 
the UCCA issued a statement that stressed the significance 
of May 9 celebrations in Russia of Victory Day and how 
these are intertwined with the annexation of Crimea. The 
UCCA called the joint U.S.-Russian statement “quite alarm-
ing” as the “meeting at the Elbe” led to decades of Soviet 
totalitarianism that would dominate nearly half of Europe. 
The UCCA urged increased sanctions from the U.S., and 
called for the withdrawal of all of Russia’s overt and covert 
forces and equipment from Ukraine, and relinquishment 
of Russia’s claim to Crimea. 

The UCCA began celebrations of its 80th anniversary 
with a statement released on May 18. The editorial in the 
May 24 issue of The Weekly noted the major milestones of 
the organization’s history from its inaugural convention in 
1940 with 805 delegates from 1,425 organizations, to 
Captive Nations Week events, the unveiling of the Taras 
Shevchenko monument in Washington in 1964 and the 
publication of The Ukrainian Quarterly. Also recalled was 
the difficult time after the UCCA’s 1980 congress that 
resulted in a major division within the Ukrainian 
American community. But the UCCA has overcome many 
challenges and has thrived to contribute to major events 
such as the unveiling of the Holodomor Memorial in 
Washington in 2015.

A virtual celebration of the UCCA’s 80th anniversary of 
UCCA was held on May 26 and June 16, hosted via 
Facebook and YouTube. President Futey greeted all those 
celebrating the milestone, with additional greetings and 
statements by three former UCCA presidents, Mr. Sawkiw, 
Tamara Gallo Olexy and Askold Lozynskyj. Also hailing the 
UCCA were: Archbishop Daniel (UOC-U.S.A.) , 
Metropolitan-Archbishop Borys Gudziak (UCC), Paul Grod 
(president, Ukrainian World Congress), Ambassador 
Paula Dobriansky (daughter of former UCCA President 

Lev Dobriansky), Ukraine’s Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Dmytro Kuleba, former President Petro Poroshenko, Sens. 
Rob Portman (R-Ohio) and Dick Durbin (D-Ill.), and Reps. 
Brian Fitzpatrick (R-Pa.), Marcy Kaptur (D-Ohio) and 
Andy Harris (R-Md.). Statements were received from 
President Zelenskyy and Ambassador Yelchenko.

The UCCA formally announced the cancellation of its 
planned 23rd Congress of Ukrainians in America follow-
ing an online meeting on May 14 that decided to postpone 
the event for a year, until October 2021. The hope was to 
be able to gather once again, in person, to discuss key 
political, strategic and social concerns that affect the 
future of the Ukrainian American community and its rela-
tions with Ukraine.

The UCCA issued a position paper aimed at the 
Democratic and Republican National Committees, high-
lighting the importance of continuing crucial assistance to 
Ukraine. The paper proposed: a clear, unified and explicit 
commitment to Ukraine’s sovereignty, independence and 
territorial integrity; rejection of all forms of Russian rule 
over Crimea and adherence to objectives of the Crimean 
Declaration of July 2018; the immediate withdrawal of 
covert and overt Russian forces and equipment from 
Ukraine and compliance with the ceasefire prior to hold-
ing elections in the Donbas, as per the Minsk agreement; 
expansion of direct military assistance, including lethal 
defensive arms, naval and air force support, and addition-
al military training programs; continuation of the “Open 
Door” policy for Ukraine’s eventual NATO membership 
through the Enhanced Opportunity Program for Ukraine; 
maintenance and strengthening of targeted economic 
sanctions against the Russian Federation until it fulfills its 
obligations under the Budapest Memorandum and the 
Minsk agreement; monitoring and ramping up U.S. coun-
ter-narrative objectives to the Russian propaganda opera-

tion through the Global Engagement Center; freezing 
assets and denying visas to elite Russians suspected of 
money laundering or involvement in threats against the 
sovereignty of Ukraine; and enhancing the U.S.-Ukraine 
Strategic Partnership by boosting Ukraine’s defense 
capacity, economic reform efforts and foreign direct 
investment opportunities.

The UCCA also issued a statement on November 18 fol-
lowing the initial results of the 2020 U.S. presidential elec-
tion, offering its congratulations to President-elect Joe 
Biden and stressing the need for strong bilateral U.S.-
Ukraine relations. The statement highlighted the impor-
tance of not retreating from sanctions imposed against 
Russia, the need for a deepened security relationship 
between the U.S. and Ukraine, and continued bipartisan 
support for Ukraine in both chambers of Congress. The 
UCCA urged President-elect Biden to schedule a visit to 
Ukraine, while adding that President Zelenskyy should be 
invited to Washington, in a demonstration of that strong 
bilateral relationship. 

Panel discussions, webinars

A panel discussion titled “Heroes of Liberty,” which 
took place in Washington in mid-March, was dedicated to 
the plight of Ukrainian veterans who served on the front-
lines in defending Ukraine against Russia’s aggression. 
Panelists included Roman Fontana and Darren Holowka 
(Ukrainian American Veterans), Bishop Stepan Sus 
(Ukrainian Catholic Church), the Rev. Sviatoslav Yurkiv 
(Orthodox Church of Ukraine), Marta Pyvovarenko (psy-
chologist and founder of the Development Foundation), 
Katja Kolcio, (associate professor at Wesleyan University 
and a member of the Development Foundation), Vitaliy 
Herechko (Development Foundation), Christi Anne 
Hofland (Internet Research and Exchanges Board), and 
Henry Huntley (U.S. Department of Veteran Affairs). Other 
speakers included Rep. Kaptur, co-chair of the 
Congressional Ukrainian Caucus; Ambassador Yelchenko; 
two Ukrainian military veterans: Ukrainian member of 
Parliament Yana Zinkevych and Deputy Minister for 
Veterans, Occupied Territories and IDPs Oleksandr 
Tereshchenko. 

The event was co-hosted by the Congressional Ukraine 
Caucus and the Senate Ukraine Caucus, and sponsored by 
the UCCA, the Pylyshenko Family Foundation, United 
Ukrainian American Relief Committee, Embassy of 
Ukraine in the U.S.A., Ukrainian American Community 
Foundation of the Ukrainian Federal Credit Union 
Foundation and OliaFilm. The discussion was moderated 
by Mr. Sawkiw, vice-president of the UCCA and director of 
the Ukrainian National Information Service. Mr. Sawkiw 
reminded audience members to contact their elected offi-
cials to thank them for their support of Ukraine and to 
inform them about the ongoing war in Ukraine and the 
plight of Ukrainian veterans. The multimedia display 

The current and former presidents of the Ukrainian Congress Committee of America (clockwise from top left), 
Andriy Futey, Tamara Gallo Olexy, Askold Lozynskyj and Michael Sawkiw Jr., address the organization’s virtual 

celebration of its 80th anniversary on May 10.

A screenshot of participants in the webinar “Ukraine’s Reform Stagnation: The Path Forward in a Time of Crisis” 
on July 1 online.
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“Heroes of Liberty” by OliaFilm was presented at the 
Embassy of Ukraine. 

The Transatlantic Task Force on Ukraine hosted the 
webinar “Ukraine’s Democratic Reforms Hang in the 
Balance: What is the Way Forward?” on April 2, linking 
experts in Washington, Kyiv and Brussels as they dis-
cussed ongoing reform efforts, good governance, judicial 
reforms, the rule of law, combatting corruption and pro-
moting economic development. Much of the discussion 
focused on loans from the International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) and the critical role that these conditional funds 
play in the aforementioned reform areas. Among the pre-
senters were Jonathan Katz (German Marshall Fund), 
Orest Deychakiwsky (U.S.-Ukraine Foundation), Bruno 
Lété (German Marshall Fund), Oleksandr Sushko 
(Renaissance Foundation), Volodymyr Kurpita (former 
director general, Public Health Center, Ministry of Health 
of Ukraine), Oleksandra Ustinova (member of Parliament, 
Holos party), Yurii Kamelchuk (member of Parliament, 
Servant of the People party), Daria Kaleniuk (Anti-
Corruption Action Center) and Hlib Vyshlinsky (Center 
for Economic Strategy). The TTFU includes The German 
Marshall Fund of the United States, the U.S.-Ukraine 
Foundation’s Friends of Ukraine Network Democracy and 
Civil Society Task Force, the Reanimation Package of 
Reforms and other NGOs. 

A second webinar, “Ukraine’s Reform Stagnation: The 
Path Forward in a Time of Crisis,” attracted experts to dis-
cuss Ukraine’s backsliding on reforms that facilitate rule 
of law, democratic governance and economic growth, fos-
tering a good investment climate and accelerating 
Ukraine’s integration with the West. The resignation of 
Yakiv Smolii as governor of the National Bank of Ukraine 
was seen as a sign of President Zelenskyy’s wavering in 
his commitment to battle corruption. Among the panel-
ists were Hanna Hopko (former member of Parliament), 
Mr. Katz, Oleksandra Betliy (former chief of the Ministry 
of Finance), Mr. Deychakiwsky, Pat Cox (former president 
of the European Parliament) and Mr. Lété. The panelists 
agreed that more frequent engagement directly with Mr. 
Zelenskyy by Western leaders would facilitate rooting out 
corruption and Ukraine’s Euro-integration. 

The USUF hosted a webinar on April 24 featuring the 
film “The Russian Woodpecker” and focusing on the 
Chornobyl nuclear disaster of 1986. The panelists were 
Chad Gracia (producer and director of the film), Nadia K. 
McConnell (USUF president), Ambassador John Herbst 
(Atlantic Council’s Eurasia Center director) and Kateryna 
Pavlova (Department for International and Public 
Relations at the State Agency of Ukraine for Management 
of the Chornobyl Exclusion Zone). The wildfires that 
erupted in 2020 alarmed not only Ukrainians, but people 
all over the world, and presenters said this latest event 
showed the need for disaster preparedness measures. 
The panelists also agreed that more information related 
to Chornobyl should be shown in light of the recent HBO 

series that was loosely based on the nuclear disaster. Also 
pointed out: Chornobyl has re-emerged as a site for eco-
tourism, and wildlife has reclaimed much of the Exclusion 
Zone.

Assistance to our communities, Ukraine

Selfreliance Federal Credit Union and the Selfreliance 
Foundation offered assistance to Ukrainian churches in 
Illinois, Michigan and New Jersey that were impacted by 
the pandemic. The Selfreliance Foundation provided 
$128,000 in donations to Ukrainian churches and youth 
organizations in those three states, and the credit union 
also offered Small Business Administration loans through 
the Paycheck Protection Program, totaling $3.5 million in 
SBA loans and $864,000 to churches and other not-for-
profit organizations. Selfreliance also received a $20,000 
grant from the Federal Home Loan Bank of Chicago that 
was earmarked for churches, the Ukrainian Institute of 
Modern Art in Chicago and the Ukrainian National 
Museum in Chicago, as well as youth organizations. In 
addition, the credit union donated some 6,000 masks to 
its sponsoring associations in Illinois, Michigan and New 
Jersey for distribution within the communities they serve.

Nova UA Federal Credit Union in Clifton, N.J., disbursed 
grants totaling $200,000 from Federal Home Loan Bank of 
New York to 24 non-profits in the region impacted by 
COVID-19. The money was aimed at helping churches, 
schools, youth organizations and other entities serving the 

Ukrainian community in New Jersey. Among the recipi-
ents was the Ukrainian National Foundation, the charita-
ble arm of the Ukrainian National Association, which 
received a grant of $10,000 on September 29. The credit 
union reminded all that money invested with Nova is rein-
vested in the local Ukrainian community and projects that 
serve it.

Ukrainian Federal Credit Union, as a member of the 
Federal Home Loan Bank of New York, also applied for 
and received $200,000 in grant funding for distribution to 
organizations and churches in New York. UFCU distribut-
ed funds to 47 different grantees across nine counties in 
New York state, including cultural centers, churches, 
museums, art foundations, youth associations and other 
volunteer organizations. Founded in 1953, the UFCU 
serves the needs of more than 22,000 members, with 
branches in New York, Massachusetts, Ohio, North 
Carolina, California, Oregon and Washington. 

The United Ukrainian American Relief Committee, the 
Ukrainian Catholic Church and the Ukrainian Orthodox 
Church of the U.S.A. issued appeals to the Ukrainian com-
munity for aid to flood victims in the Ivano-Frankivsk, 
Chernivtsi, Lviv, Zakarpattia and Ternopil oblasts. Heavy 
rains on June 22-24 inundated many rivers, causing them 
to crest their banks, and many people lost all of their 
property and means of survival. 

The UOC-U.S.A., through its St. Andrew Ukrainian 
Orthodox Society, had raised $25,000 with a challenge to 
the membership of the UOC-U.S.A. to match the grant by 
contributing to the relief effort; a Special Flood Relief 
Fund was created by the UOC-U.S.A. for donations. The 
Ukrainian Catholic Church raise more than $136,000; of 
that amount, more than $46,000 was from online 
Facebook fund-raising from 27 states, four Canadian prov-
inces and 13 other countries; over $53,000 came from 
individuals and organizations; and $36,176 was raised 
during a special collection that was taken up in early July, 
by which time more than $120,000 had already been dis-
tributed to the Ivano-Frankivsk Archeparchy, Chernivtsi 
Eparchy and Kolomyia Eparchy. In addition to food, water 
and building supplies, the funds were used for personal 
hygiene items, furniture, mattresses, diapers and home 
appliances. Bishop Andriy Rabiy compared the distribu-
tion of aid to flood victims to the feeding of the 5,000 in 
the Gospel miracle.

Focus on the Holodomor

The U.S. Holodomor Committee continued its work in 
2020 with efforts to secure recognition of the Holodomor 
as genocide in all 50 U.S. states. Five major U.S. cities and 
21 U.S. states have recognized the Holodomor as genocide, 
many in 2018 on the 85th anniversary of the famine-
genocide. The documentary “When We Starve” raised 
awareness of the psychological and physiological, as well 
as social effects of hunger. The committee also worked to 
raise awareness of the Holodomor through its campaign 
urging Amazon to remove items with Soviet symbols, and 
integrating teachers’ lesson plans about the Holodomor 
into U.S. public high school curricula. Other efforts includ-

Nova UA Federal Credit Union distributes grants to community organizations based in New Jersey on July 1. 
Additional grants were presented on September 9 and 29. 

Tom Hawrylko

Caritas, which partnered with the Ukrainian Catholic Church, distributes aid to flood victims in Ivano-Frankivsk, 
Ukraine, after heavy rains on June 22-24. 

 Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of Philadelphia
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Virtual. That would be the best word to characterize 
the activity of the worldwide Ukrainian diaspora 
during 2020 as the novel coronavirus spread. 

In-person events were few and far between, but there 
were plenty of official statements laying out the diaspora’s 
positions regarding developments in Ukraine and issues 
related to Ukraine.

The Australian Federation of Ukrainian Organizations 
(AFUO), which comprises 24 community organizations 
throughout the country and acts as the spokesperson on 
matters concerning relationships within the Ukrainian 
community and between Australia and Ukraine, was active 
also in humanitarian issues and COVID-related concerns. 
At the beginning of 2020, Stefan Romaniw, the federation’s 
co-chair, reported that the Ukrainian Australian communi-
ty had raised $67,000 – well over the stated goal of 
$50,000 – for relief efforts related to the huge bushfires 
that ravaged Australia. Since the start of the 2019 fire sea-
son through the date of Mr. Romaniw’s report in late 
January, a staggering 10 million hectares had been burned, 
with all states and territories impacted except the 
Australian Capital Territory; 25 people died; thousands of 
homes and farming facilities were burned; and over 1 bil-
lion animals and birds were killed – some facing extinction. 

The call for donations went out during the Julian calen-
dar Christmas, and on January 18 in Hobart, where the 
smallest Ukrainian Australian community was celebrating 
its 70th anniversary of settlement in Tasmania, the AFUO 
held a national meeting with the community and present-
ed a check for the funds raised – at that point, the amount 
was over $63,000 – to the Red Cross. The AFUO noted that 
its Kolyada for Australia Bushfire campaign was intended 
to show support and underscore that Ukrainians are an 
integral part of the Australian community. Ultimately, the 
AFUO transferred $68,201.89 to the Red Cross Bushfire 
Relief Campaign.

In March, as the novel coronavirus continued to spread 
worldwide, the Australian Federation of Ukrainian 
Organizations announced the formation of the AFUO 
COVID-19 Coronavirus National Community Task Force to 
coordinate dissemination of information and support ser-
vices in the community. According to the 2016 Census, 
48,000 people in Australia identified themselves as 
Ukrainian or of Ukrainian background. 

The task force was chaired by Stephan Chomyn; co-
chairs were Mr. Romaniw and Kateryna Agyrou. Members 
of the task force included community organizations in the 
states of Victoria, South Australia, Tasmania, Queensland, 
Western Australia and New South Wales, the Ukrainian 
Greek-Catholic and Ukrainian Autocephalous Orthodox 
Churches, as well as the Embassy of Ukraine in Australia 
and the Dnister Ukrainian Credit Cooperative.

The goal of the task force was to give community orga-
nizations context on the information released by experts at 
the Department of Health, facilitate access to experts that 
could assist organizations in making informed decisions; 
provide information on medical and financial issues; and 
coordinate required support.

On May 5, the AFUO urged the Australian government 
to support the Ukrainian Parliament’s resolution regarding 
continuing Russian aggression. The resolution called for 
foreign governments to strengthen international condem-
nation of the armed aggression of the Russian Federation 
against Ukraine, the illegal annexation of Crimea and the 
occupation of areas of the Donbas, and political repres-
sions of Ukrainian citizens. It also sought support for the 
release of political prisoners held by Russian authorities. 
In a letter to Minister of Foreign Affairs Marise Payne and 
to the Australia-Ukraine Parliamentary Friendship Group, 
the AFUO advocated for a sign of support from Australia 
for Ukraine’s call to the international community to rein-
force its message of support and sanctions. 

[In North America, the Ukrainian Congress Committee 
of America and the Ukrainian Canadian Congress also 
were involved in their respective countries’ topics of con-
cern. See the Year in Review sections covering Ukrainians 
in the U.S. in this issue and Canada in last week’s issue.]

On the worldwide level, the Ukrainian World Congress 
(UWC) was extremely active in following developments in 
Ukraine and coordinating diaspora reaction. On January 
27, the UWC issued a statement in which it said the organi-
zation and the global Ukrainian diaspora “share the con-
cerns of civil society over some recent processes in 
Ukraine and several proposed draft laws.” It raised the 

ed a campaign to include the word “Holodomor” in 
English-language dictionaries and renewal of the attempt 
to revoke Walter Duranty’s Pulitzer Prize following the 
release of the film “Mr. Jones.” Many of the ongoing proj-
ects undertaken by the U.S. Holodomor Committee will 
lead up to the 90th anniversary commemoration of the 
Holodomor in the years 2022- 2023.

The annual Holodomor commemoration at St. Patrick’s 
Cathedral in New York was held on November 21 with 
only invited speakers and Metropolitan Antony of the 
UOC-U.S.A. and Bishop Paul Chomnycky of the Stamford 
Eparchy of the Ukrainian Catholic Church physically 
attending due to pandemic restrictions. The service was 
livestreamed, and the community was invited to view the 
requiem prayer service and commemoration online. The 
program itself was abbreviated to reduce safety concerns.

Ambassador Kyslytsya, Ukraine’s envoy to the United 
Nations, spoke during the commemoration on behalf of 
Ambassador Yelchenko and Ukraine’s consuls general in 
New York, Chicago and San Francisco. Mr. Kyslytsya noted 
the solidarity of many nations that share Ukraine’s pain 
during this commemoration. He said U.S. support, both 
from the Congress and state governments, as well as from 
Ukrainian Americans, has been of great assistance in 
increasing international recognition of the Holodomor as 
a genocide.

Also in November, the U.S. Holodomor Committee 
announced the establishment of the Holodomor 
Descendants Network to remember and share the person-
al family stories of this horror, which millions of people 
died of starvation. The network is chaired by Olya Soroka, 
a member of the committee whose mother, grandparents 
and aunt survived the Holodomor. Ms. Soroka said she 
hopes the network will serve as an unending voice for 
those Holodomor victims who can no longer speak for 
themselves to ensure that the story of the Holodomor con-
tinues to be shared by future generations. 

Still more major developments

Amazon drew calls for removal of Soviet items from 
offerings on its website after a petition was launched by 
the U.S. Committee for Holodomor-Genocide Awareness 
on April 26 via Facebook. Items included propaganda 
material, KGB and Soviet badges and insignias, and items 
adorned with the offensive hammer and sickle of the 
USSR. The Weekly’s editorial explained that actions of 
protest included a letter-writing campaign to Jeff Bezos, 
CEO of Amazon, telephone calls to the corporate head-
quarters, and an online digital storm through Twitter, 
Instagram and Facebook. Amazon was not alone in this 
choice to sell offensive Soviet items; Walmart and Adidas 
also were guilty of such activity.

As 2020 entered its final months, Ukrainian Americans 
were informed in our November 15 issue’s editorial of the 
historic result of the 2020 election with the election of 
Rep. Viktoria Spartz of Indiana – the first Ukrainian-born 
member of the U.S. Congress and the first naturalized citi-
zen to represent Indiana in the U.S. House of 
Representatives. UCCA President Futey stated that he 

hoped “more promising, civic-minded Ukrainian 
Americans will run for office.” Rep. Spartz, representing 
the Republican Party, said she will bring her business 
experience, travails in overcoming her own immigration 
difficulties and assimilation as a U.S. citizen to work to 
reduce government spending and debt, increase border 
security, bolster national defense, ensure healthcare 
transparency and promote education reform. A native of 
the town of Nosivka in Chernihiv Oblast, Rep. Spartz said 
she will also use her experience of life under Soviet rule to 
remind her fellow lawmakers of the dangers of socialism.

Selfreliance New York Federal Credit Union was forced 
to close its offices temporarily following a fire on 
December 5 that destroyed the neighboring Middle 
Collegiate Church and an adjacent building that housed 
the Women’s Prison Association shelter. The fire did not 
damage the credit union, but firefighters needed access to 
the building’s roof as they battled the blaze, which result-
ed in water and physical damage as firefighters ran hoses 
from the street up to the roof. The church and the shelter 
were deemed total losses by the NYC Fire Department. 
The cause of the fire was determined to be an accident. 
Selfreliance suffered smoke damage throughout its offices 
and customers were instructed to check on the credit 
union’s website or Facebook page for updates. Members 
were also encouraged to use the credit union’s other 
branches in Astoria, Uniondale, Lindenhurst and 
Kerhonkson, N.Y.
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Our united diaspora: 
Outspoken on the issues

Rep. Viktoria Spartz of Indiana – the first Ukrainian-
born member of the U.S. Congress.

spartzforcongress.com

The annual Holodomor commemoration at St. Patrick’s Cathedral in New York was held in accordance with pan-
demic restrictions, and was live-streamed on November 21. From left: Andriy Dobriansky (Ukrainian Congress 
Committee of America), Ukraine’s Ambassador to the United Nations Sergiy Kyslytsya, Bishop Paul Chomnycky 
(Stamford Eparchy, Ukrainian Catholic Church), Metropolitan Antony (Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the 

U.S.A.) and Consul General of Ukraine in New York Oleksii Holubov.

Consulate General of Ukraine in New York
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issue of political justice, including the case of the murder 
of Pavlo Sheremet and “indications of political persecution 
of Ukrainian political leaders, including past President of 
Ukraine Petro Poroshenko,” and underscored “the impor-
tance of adhering to the principles of the rule of law and, 
as such, of the intolerability of political justice and pres-
sure on the judicial branch of government.” The statement 
also commented on initiatives regarding Ukraine’s news 
media, such as a draft law that foresaw “excessive state 
regulation, control and potential censorship of the media, 
[which] could lay the foundation for politically motivated 
manipulations and negatively impact the professional self-
regulation of journalists.” A third topic was the Draft Law 
on Land Reform in Ukraine, with the UWC calling on 
Ukraine’s leaders to ensure that “well-prepared, balanced 
and fair decisions [are] focused on the development of 
competent, productive, dignified and caring landowners.”

Soon afterwards, the UWC followed up with its position 
on Ukrainian citizenship. It called on the Verkhovna Rada 
to amend the draft law on citizenship in order to: “simplify 
the citizenship process for individuals who have the status 
of “zakordonnyi ukrayinets” (Ukrainian living outside 
Ukraine) to further enable their participation in Ukraine’s 
development; provide opportunities for Ukrainians living 
outside Ukraine to work in state and municipal adminis-
trations of Ukraine; implement effective security mea-
sures, particularly with respect to individuals connected to 
the military aggression of the Russian Federation; and 
introduce a pledge of allegiance to Ukraine upon first 
receiving a Ukrainian passport.” The UWC’s position was 
made clear in a February 5 letter to Verkhovna Rada 
Chairman Dmytro Razumkov and leaders of party factions 
and groups.

On February 18, the UWC reacted to the “Twelve Steps 
Toward Greater Security in Ukraine and the Euro-Atlantic 
Region,” a document released during the Munich Security 
Conference. Calling it a “scandalous statement,” the UWC 
said it “prompted intense debate in Ukraine and beyond, 
and provoked fair criticism from Ukrainian and interna-
tional experts and politicians.” The reason: “This document 
is yet another attempt to distort reality and openly pro-
motes the Russian position beginning with the opening 
words: the conflict ‘in and around Ukraine.’ The Ukrainian 
World Congress (UWC) once again reminds that it was 
Russia that invaded Ukrainian Crimea and eastern 
Ukrainian lands. There is no ‘conflict in and around 
Ukraine’ – there is a war that Russia is waging against 
Ukraine. The odious text of the ‘Twelve Steps’ aims to 
impose on the global audience an image of a ‘civil war in 
Ukraine’ and a ‘domestic Ukrainian conflict,’ create obsta-
cles to Ukraine’s Euro-Atlantic aspirations and help lift 
sanctions from Russia.” The UWC concluded: “The Russian 
propaganda machine is once again trying to convince the 
world that Russia is not a party to the aggression – now 
with the help of politicians, former diplomats and experts 
of various levels.”

On March 19, Ukraine’s Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Dmytro Kuleba held a teleconference with the leaders of 
the UWC, including President Paul Grod, First Vice-
President Stefan Romaniw, Vice-President Andriy Futey, 
UWC Executive Director Mariia Kupriianova and Serhiy 
Kasyanchuk, director of the UWC Mission to Ukraine. The 
topics of the wide-ranging discussion included the corona-
virus pandemic, political issues related to Russia’s war on 

the Donbas, including sanctions imposed by the West, and 
dissemination of official information to Ukrainians abroad. 

Minister Kuleba emphasized the important role of the 
global Ukrainian community in raising awareness of con-
tinued Russian aggression in the east of Ukraine among 
the international community. Mr. Grod underscored the 
UWC’s continued partnership with Ukraine’s Foreign 
Affairs Ministry in countering Russian aggression and 
developing global Ukrainian communities. “In times of 
extraordinary global threats, we act as a united global 
Ukrainian nation, coming together to help. MFA Ukraine 
and UWC will continue to implement efficient ways of 
working together in our new reality,” stated Mr. Grod.

On March 30, the UWC announced the establishment of 
an International Task Force to coordinate support for 
Ukrainian communities in response to the global COVID-
19 pandemic. Bringing together Ukrainian community 
leaders from all over the world, the task force was intend-
ed to work closely with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 
Ukraine, governments, international organizations and 
Churches to: provide accurate and timely information; 
offer practical support to those who need it most; and 
assist Ukraine in procuring much-needed medical supplies 
and equipment by working with governments, suppliers 
and humanitarian organizations. 

On several occasions during the year, Ukrainians dias-
pora organizations spoke loudly with one voice. Following 
are the most notable examples.

On March 14 and 15, the UWC, the Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress (UCC) and the AFUO all issued statements pro-
testing a decision of the Trilateral Contact Group – com-
prising Ukraine, Russia and the Organization for Security 
and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) – to create a 
Consultation Council. “According to that decision, Russia 

will be replaced as the counterparty in the peace negotia-
tions with the representatives of separate districts of 
Donetsk and Luhansk regions – in fact with Russia-
controlled terrorist organizations of the so-called Luhansk 
and Donetsk ‘people’s republics’. The Ukrainian World 
Congress calls on the president of Ukraine and the 
Parliament to reject this proposal. Agreeing to these terms 
would legitimize the Russian narrative of ‘internal conflict 
in Ukraine’ and turn Russia from an aggressor into an 
‘observer,’ then possibly even to a ‘peacemaker.’ Despite 
the ‘advisory’ status of the Consultation Council, this will 
be a step towards legitimizing Russian occupation forces 
in the Ukrainian legal system and with the international 
community. This is similar to the strategy deployed by 
Russia in other frozen conflict zones worldwide,” the UWC 
explained. Then UCC’s statement underlined that there can 
be no negotiations with terrorist organizations, and the 
AFUO made it clear that Russia is the aggressor and there-
fore cannot be given the role of mediator.

On May 18, as Ukraine marked the annual Day of 
Remembrance of the Victims of the Crimean Tatar 
Genocide, the UWC, the UCC and the Ukrainian Congress 
Committee of America (UCCA) all paid tribute to the inno-
cent victims of the deportation of Crimean Tatar people in 
1944 and supported the call of the Crimean Tatar Mejlis to 
the United Nations to recognize it as an act of genocide of 
totalitarian Soviet regime. It was on May 18, 1944, that the 
entire Crimean Tatar people, the indigenous people of 
Crimea, were exiled to the Soviet east by the Soviet 
Communist regime. 

“Hundreds of thousands of men, women and children 
were forcibly and violently deported – almost half lost 
their lives during the first year of exile – for no crime other 
than their language, culture and traditions. They were not 

During the January 18 presentation by the Australian Federation of Ukrainian Organizations of a check for bush-
fire relief efforts to the Australian Red Cross. The funds collected encompassed donations from the Ukrainian 

community. Ultimately, the amount raised grew to over $68,000.

Sonia Ramza/AFUO

 2020: THE YEAR IN REVIEW

Close-up of the statue “Bitter Memory of Childhood” (left), part of the Holodomor memorial complex in Kyiv. The statue was desecrated on August 22 when vandals tore the 
statue off its pedestal, which is seen on the right. The diaspora reacted strongly to this desecration of historical memory.

Ukrainian World Congress National Museum of the Holodomor Genocide
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allowed to return to Crimea for almost 50 years,” the UCC 
noted. “The Sürgün [“violent expulsion” of 1944] was an 
inhuman attempt to rid the Crimean peninsula of its popu-
lation of approximately 238,000 indigenous people, the 
Qirim Tatar Millet. Seventy years later, Vladimir Putin 
staged Russia’s military invasion and current illegal occu-
pation of Crimea, and today seeks to erase any semblance 
of the indigenous Crimean Tatar identity from their home-
land,” the UCCA pointed out. The UWC stated: “…the world 
must not let the painful lessons of history be repeated. We 
call for increased pressure on the Russian Federation until 
it fully de-occupies Crimea and the Donbas, and releases 
political prisoners.”

In June, the UWC, the UCCA, the UCC and the AFUO 
issued statements stressing the importance of the rule of 
law in Ukraine, warning against selective justice and 
responding the political persecutions in the country. The 
UCCA wrote that it is “deeply alarmed by the recent signs of 
selective justice in Ukraine, and is compelled to condemn 
attempts by the Ukrainian government to pursue politically 
motivated cases against former government officials and 
leaders of Ukraine’s civic society – including their 
expressed desire to detain former President Petro 
Poroshenko before a political show trial.” The U.S.-based 
organization also noted that “selective, politically motivated 
justice can irreparably damage to Ukraine’s image with the 
international community. …Ukraine’s leadership should 
refrain from any attempts to politicize the rule of law.”

In mid-July, the UWC, the UCC and the UCCA all spoke 
out in defense of the Ukrainian language in Ukraine. All 
three diaspora bodies cited the concerns of civil society in 
Ukraine about increased systemic pressure on the 
Ukrainian language as the one state language. In particular, 
the UWC said it “strongly opposes the ‘Russification’ pro-
posals included in the provocative draft law No. 2362 
which bring a potential divide in Ukrainian society.” The 
world organization pointed out that “It is the language that 
unites the Ukrainian world and fosters the upbringing of 
new generations of conscious Ukrainians, both in Ukraine 
and in the diaspora. The Ukrainian World Congress reso-
lutely condemns any attempt to weaken the position of 
Ukrainian as the only state language and opposes the 
politicization of the language issue.” 

UCC President Alexandra Chyczij said the draft bill “is 
an underhanded attempt to re-install the policy of 
Russification in Ukraine, which for centuries denied the 
Ukrainian people the right to speak and work in their own 
language.” She argued that “The Ukrainian language is a 
fundamental and foundational base of an independent 
Ukrainian state, and undermining its continued develop-
ment serves only the interests of Russia – which has been 
waging a war of aggression against Ukraine for over six 
years.” 

Similarly, the UCCA said “Ukraine’s enemies have 
renewed their assault on Ukraine’s native language in the 
land of its birth.” The UCCA went on to note: “The Ukrainian 
Congress Committee of America considers the recent 
actions of 51 lawmakers, mainly from the pro-Russia 
Opposition Bloc, as well as those of Vladimir Putin’s closest 
personal ally in Ukraine, opposition leader Viktor 
Medvedchuk, to be a significant breach of constitutional 
protections in Ukraine and a threat to Ukrainian as the sole 
state language in Ukraine. Along with other member orga-
nizations of the Ukrainian World Congress, the UCCA has 
consistently emphasized the importance of the Ukrainian 
language as the language that unites the Ukrainian world 
and fosters the upbringing of new generations of conscious 
Ukrainians, both in Ukraine and in the diaspora.”

After the August 9 presidential election in Ukraine’s 
northern neighbor, Belarus, the UWC, the UCC and the 
UCCA reacted to the violent repression of peaceful demon-
strators in that country who took to the streets to make it 
known that they neither accept nor believe the vote count 
that handed the incumbent Alyaksandr Lukashenka victo-
ry. These diaspora organizations made it clear, as the UWC 
statement said, that “Ukrainians worldwide stand with the 
people of Belarus as they courageously defend their right 
for democratic free and transparent elections.”

In addition to all of the above statements on issues and 
developments during the year 2020, the Ukrainian World 
Congress issued several statements on notable anniversa-
ries. 

On February 20, the UWC honored the memory of “the 
peaceful unarmed protesters remembered as the Nebesna 
Sotnia heroes [Heavenly Hundred] who were brutally 
massacred in the center of Kyiv while defending the free-
dom, dignity and European aspirations of the Ukrainian 
people” in February 2014 during the Revolution of Dignity. 
The organization said that the 20-million-strong Ukrainian 

diaspora also calls “for the perpetrators of this crime to be 
brought to justice.”

As the world was marking the 75th anniversary of 
Victory in Europe Day (V-E Day) on May 8, the UWC com-
mented: “World War II, which had begun in 1939 with the 
Nazi-Soviet invasion and dismemberment of Poland, 
became the most brutal war in human history. Its cost is 
beyond calculation: in Ukraine alone, over 8 million lives 
were lost, over 2 million people were forcibly deported. 
Today we pay tribute to millions of Ukrainian men and 
women who bravely fought in the World War II, among 
them over 250,000 Ukrainians who served in Polish, 
French, British, U.S. and Canadian armed forces.” 

The world body also reminded readers: “Caught 
between the totalitarian and murderous empires of Hitler 
and Stalin, Ukrainian people fought valiantly against both 
occupying regimes. The end of World War II did not bring 
peace or freedom to Ukraine. Instead, Stalin’s Soviet Union 
brought oppression and tyranny to Ukraine, as well as to 
many other captive nations of Eastern Europe. For over 
four decades, Ukraine was forced to continue its struggle 
against the Soviet regime that persecuted and denied the 
Ukrainian people the fundamental right to live freely.”

The sixth anniversary of the downing of Malaysia 
Airlines Flight 17 was noted by the UWC in a statement 
that said: “Over the past six years, the Russian Federation 
has harbored the criminals responsible for the killing of 
298 innocent civilians on July 17, 2014, when Malaysia 
Airlines Flight 17 (MH17) travelling from Amsterdam to 
Kuala Lumpur was shot down over Ukrainian territory by 
a Russian-controlled missile system. Despite persistent 
efforts by the Kremlin to discredit the findings of the Joint 
Investigation Team (JIT) tasked with determining the 
cause of the disaster, the overwhelming evidence gathered 
confirms that culpability for this crime lies with the 
Russian Federation.” UWC President Paul Grod added: “We 
are confident that the truth will be uncovered but question 
whether justice will be served. The top Russian political 
and military commanders who gave the order to shoot 
down MH17 must face criminal responsibility, and the 
Russian Federation must be held accountable to pay repa-
rations to the victims’ families.” 

A similar statement came from the Ukrainian Congress 
Committee of America (UCCA), with the organization’s 
President Andriy Futey saying: “The downing of MH17 is 
an egregious example of the Kremlin’s disregard for inno-
cent life. Righteousness must be delivered for the victims 
of this horrible tragedy, and the UCCA applauds the Dutch 
government’s decision to bring Russia before the 
European Court of Human Rights for its role in the down-
ing of Flight MH17.” 

Ukraine’s Day of Dignity and Freedom, marked annually 
on November 21 – the day when the people of Ukraine, who 
were peacefully protesting against the refusal of President 
Viktor Yanukovych to sign the European Union-Ukraine 
Association Agreement, were violently attacked by the 
regime’s forces – was the topic of yet another statement by 
the Ukrainian World Congress. “Global Ukrainian communi-
ties did not stay aside. Ukrainians staged rallies in support 
of the Revolution of Dignity and Freedom, Euro-Maidans in 
European capitals, in the cities of Canada, the United States, 
Australia, Asia and Oceania. They shared the truth about the 
Yanukovych regime, and UWC leaders became the voices of 
the free Ukrainian people,” the UWC wrote.

Other activity by the Ukrainian diaspora included send-

ing observers to Ukraine for the nationwide local elections 
held on October 25. Once again, the UWC and the UCCA 
sought volunteers to serve as international election 
observers, but given the worldwide pandemic and various 
travel restrictions, the Election Observation Mission relied 
mainly on expats already residing in Ukraine. Twenty-six 
official observers from the two diaspora organizations 
were accredited by Ukraine’s Central Election 
Commission, and the UWC and UCCA missions observed 
the electoral process in the Dnipropetrovsk, Donetsk, Kyiv 
and Chernihiv oblasts, as well as the city of Kyiv. 

On August 22, just two days before Ukraine’s 
Independence Day celebrations, the statue “Bitter Memory 
of Childhood” at the Holodomor memorial complex in Kyiv 
was desecrated. The statue of a starving young girl holding 
several stalks of grain is an internationally recognized 
symbol for one of the most tragic pages in Ukraine’s histo-
ry: the genocidal famine engineered by Soviet dictator 
Joseph Stalin that killed millions of people on Ukrainian 
territory. The general director of the National Museum of 
the Holodomor Genocide, Olesia Stasiuk, was quoted by 
the BBC as saying that sometime during the might of 
August 21-22, three unknown persons torn the statue off 
its pedestal. “Thank God, the statue itself was not dam-
aged, because they could not lift it, it was too heavy.” 

The Ukrainian World Congress condemned the act as “a 
denigration of the memory of the Ukrainian people” and 
called upon the Ministry of Internal Affairs of Ukraine “to 
bring the perpetrators of this action to justice and ensur-
ing appropriate security for the Memorial.” UWC President 
Grod pointed to “a global and coordinated anti-Ukrainian 
operation, including vandalism of memorials and disinfor-
mation campaigns that distort and falsify the truth about 
Ukraine’s history” and cited, in addition to the desecration 
of the “Bitter Memory” statue, vandalism at a Ukrainian 
cemetery in Toronto and defacement of the future 
Communism victims memorial in Ottawa. In the United 
States, the U.S. Committee for Ukrainian Holodomor-
Genocide Awareness (U.S. Holodomor Committee) con-
demned the vandalism and called for a government inves-
tigation into the incident. 

President Volodymyr Zelenskyy responded to the UWC 
and issued a statement on September 7 condemning any 
acts of disrespect for the memory of millions of 
Holodomor victims, their relatives and the entire 
Ukrainian nation, and called on law enforcement agencies 
to investigate the crime.

Toward the end of the year, during the month of 
November when Ukrainians worldwide remember the 
millions killed in the Holodomor of 1932-1933, the 
Ukrainian world Congress not only mourned those victims 
but also announced a new project: the International 
Network of Holodomor Victims. The announcement came 
during a virtual event on November 27 that was attended 
by UWC President Grod; the chair of the International 
Coordinating Committee for Holodomor Awareness and 
Recognition, Stefan Romaniw; Patriarch Sviatoslav of the 
Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church; Metropolitan Epifaniy of 
the Orthodox Church of Ukraine; and Olya Soroka, head of 
the International Network of Holodomor Victims. On 
November 28, the UWC mission to Ukraine joined the 
Holodomor commemoration in Kyiv.

In the meantime, the UWC also continued to defend 
itself against Russia’s ban on its activities and the designa-
tion of the UWC as an “undesirable” organization. The 
world body challenged these July 2019 decisions by the 
Office of the Prosecutor General and the Ministry of Justice 
of the Russian Federation, but the Tver District Court of 
Moscow dismissed the UWC’s lawsuit on March 11. The 
court cited a number of UWC actions as the key reasons for 
its decision: promotion of anti-Russian political initiatives 
to return Crimea to Ukraine and strengthen sanctions 
against the Russian Federation; the 147 international trips 
to 51 countries made by former UWC President Eugene 
Czolij, during which about 1,500 bilateral meetings were 
held, where he advocated for the protection of the territo-
rial integrity of Ukraine from Russian aggression; and 
organizing discussions that focused on Russian aggression, 
the occupation of Crimea and the security risks of Nord 
Stream 2 at events of the Parliamentary Assembly of the 
Council of Europe, the World Economic Forum in Davos, 
the European Commission, the United Nations and other 
international forums. The worldwide diaspora organiza-
tion said it was appealing the Tver District Court’s deci-
sion, arguing that the UWC had not violated any Russian or 
international laws and stating that the court had commit-
ted a serious error by simply adopting the position of the 
Russian authorities. 
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Ukrainian World Congress President Paul Grod dur-
ing the March 19 teleconference of the world body’s 
leaders with Ukraine’s Minister of Foreign Affairs 

Dmytro Kuleba.

UWC
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From fund drives for existing church properties in the 
U.S. and the construction of a new church in Palatine, 
Ill., to the consecration of new bishops around the 

globe and moves made in reaction to the coronavirus pan-
demic, 2020 was certainly an eventful year for our 
Ukrainian Churches. Following, in chronological order, are 
major developments of the year.

In the January 5 issue of The Ukrainian Weekly, readers 
learned about the ASC Capital Campaign, a fund drive 
launched in August 2019 for All Saints Camp in Emlenton, 
Pa., which is owned by the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of 
the U.S.A. (UOC-U.S.A.). The drive aims to make necessary 
upgrades with the camp’s approaching 50th anniversary in 
2028, to allow the camp to grow, so that a safe and fun 
encampment facility can continue to offer programs for all 
ages. Proposed upgrades include two new wash houses, an 
expanded garage, pool area expansion, path and trail 
upgrades, sports courts redesign for additional sports, new 
volunteer lodging, Millennium Cultural Center renovation 
(which in 2019 included new ADA-compliant restrooms 
and shower facilities, climate controlled heating and cool-
ing and an expanded lounge), equipment acquisitions, road 
resurfacing and a restoration of the amphitheater area. 

Founded in 1978, the camp property was provided an 
$80,000 mortgage by the Ukrainian National Association 
and $100,000 from funds raised by the Ukrainian 
Orthodox League. The property has grown to include All 
Saints Chapel, built through an anonymous donation, 
which was consecrated in 2008. With a goal of raising $1 
million, the fund drive has raised $10,977.66, with dona-
tion pledges of $35,407.26.

The St. Nicholas Eparchy of the Ukrainian Catholic 
Church also launched a capital campaign, “Building Our 
Faith Together, in Unity and with Gratitude,” with the goal 
of restoring the 112-year-old St. Nicholas Cathedral in 
Chicago’s Ukrainian Village. Launched in May 2019, by 
January 2020 the campaign completed the first phase 
with the fund surpassing the $2 million mark. The goal is 
to reach $3.65 million, and the funds will be used not only 
by St. Nicholas Cathedral, but as a seed for an endowment 
fund to better support all parishes and missions with the 
eparchy (which includes 43 parishes, missions and mon-
asteries), and to further develop eparchial resources and 
the continuing education of priests, deacons and laity. The 
second phase of the campaign will aim for improvements 
to the five other Chicago-area parishes, and Phase 3 will 
focus on the remaining 37 churches and properties of the 
eparchy. 

The Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church (UGCC) on 
January 12 welcomed the consecration of the world’s 
youngest bishop, when the Rev. Stepan Sus, 38, was conse-
crated at the Cathedral of the Resurrection of Christ in Kyiv. 
Bishop Stepan was elected curial bishop of the Major 
Archeparchy of Kyiv-Halych by the Synod of Bishops of the 
Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church and was confirmed by 
Pope Francis on November 15, 2019. He was informed of 
his election two days after running in the Marines 

Marathon 10K in Washington with wounded Ukrainian 
veterans. Ordained to the clergy in 2006, Father Sus served 
as a military chaplain, as a parish priest of the Garrison 
Church of Ss. Peter and Paul in Lviv and as an advisor to the 
Lviv Archeparchy. A native of Lviv, he studied at Ukrainian 
Catholic University and Holy Spirit Major Seminary in Lviv 
before earning a master’s degree in theology from the 
Catholic University of Lublin. Bishop Stepan was consecrat-
ed by Major Archbishop Sviatoslav Shevchuk.

Three new episcopal appointments for the Ukrainian 
Catholic Church were reported in January. 

Bishop Kenneth Nowakowski of the New Westminster 
Eparchy of the Ukrainian Catholic Church in Canada was 
appointed by Pope Francis on January 15 as head of the 
Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy in London, England (Eparchy 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary in London). The London 
Eparchy, established in 1957, was an exarchate until 2013, 
when it was elevated to an eparchy by Pope Benedict XVI. 
Bishop Kenneth was ordained to the priesthood in August 
1989, studied at St. Thomas Aquinas Pontifical University 
in Rome, the Faculty of Canon Law at the Pontifical Oriental 
Institute, and served as vice-chancellor to Cardinal 
Myroslav Ivan Lubachivsky in 1991. He returned to Canada 
in 2001 as rector of Holy Spirit Ukrainian Seminary in 
Ottawa, and since 2006 was chancellor of the Saskatoon 
Eparchy. In June 2007 Pope Benedict XVI appointed him 
bishop of the New Westminster Eparchy, with episcopal 
consecration and enthronement in July 2007. 

Since Bishop Kenneth was enthroned in London on 
April 7 during the pandemic, he turned to social media to 
connect with his flock amid the coronavirus restrictions. 
In the Cathedral of the Holy Family, which seats up to 850 

people, there were empty pews. In place of Patriarch 
Sviatoslav, who was to preside at the ceremony but could 
not due to travel restrictions put in place and the closure 
of Britain’s borders, Cardinal Vincent Nichols, the Roman 
Catholic archbishop of Westminster and president of the 
Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales, pre-
sented Bishop Kenneth with the crosier and the papal bull 
of his appointment as the new eparch of London. Joining 
the archbishop were eight clergy members. Bishop 
Kenneth said the experience reminded him of his semi-
nary days when divine liturgies were broadcast to the 
Soviet Union via radio, with only the priest and the semi-
narians in the studio. He stressed that the distancing mea-
sures underscore the need for priests to communicate and 
noted that the Internet is among the new innovations that 
can be used to reach a larger audience. The London 
Eparchy, which includes 18,000 people, with 14 priests 
responsible for 27 parishes and missions throughout 
England, Scotland and Wales, has already held clergy vid-
eoconferences at this time of COVID-19.

As announced by Vatican officials, Pope Francis on 
January 15 accepted the abdication of Bishop Petro 
Stasiuk of the Eparchy of Ss. Peter and Paul of Melbourne, 
Australia, which serves the needs of Ukrainian Catholics in 
Australia, New Zealand and Oceania. The Rev. Mykola 
Bychok, a Redemptorist hieromonk and since 2005 a par-
ish associate at St. John the Baptist Ukrainian Catholic 
Church in Newark, N.J., was appointed as the eparchy’s 
new bishop. The Rev. Bychok had studied in Ukraine and 
Poland prior to his ordination to the priesthood in 2005. 
He served churches in the Russian Federation, Ukraine 
and the U.S. Bishop Petro, 77, had headed the Eparchy of 

The 90-acre campus of All Saints Camp in Emlenton, Pa., as seen from an aerial drone. An integral part of the 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the U.S.A., the camp launched a capital campaign to upgrade its facilities.

Our Churches in the U.S.
and around the globe

Patriarch Sviatoslav celebrates the consecration of Bishop Mykola Bychok as 
Ukrainian Catholic eparch of Australia, New Zealand and Oceania, at St. George 

Cathedral in Lviv on June 7. 
Sister Teodora Kopyn of the Order of St. Basil the Great in Fox Chase Manor, Pa., 

sews masks for local health-care workers in the late spring.

Information Department of the UGCC
Sister Ann Laszok
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Melbourne since its elevation from an exarchate to an 
eparchy in 1992; he resigned when he turned 75 in 2008.

Father Bychok was consecrated by Patriarch Sviatoslav 
as ruling bishop for the Eparchy of Ss. Peter and Paul on 
June 7. The consecration took place at St. George 
Cathedral in Lviv, and Patriarch Sviatoslav was joined by 
Metropolitan-Archbishop Ihor Vozniak of Lviv and Bishop 
Petro Loza, auxiliary bishop of the Sokal-Zhovkva Eparchy 
in Ukraine. Born in 1980 in Ternopil and ordained to the 
priesthood in 2005, Bishop is the third Ukrainian Catholic 
bishop of the Melbourne Eparchy. 

Also in January, the Religious Information Service of 
Ukraine carried news that Bishop Ivan Kulyk of the 
Eparchy of Kamianets-Podilskyi, was consecrated and 
enthroned at the Cathedral of the Nativity of the Most 
Holy Theotokos in Khmelnytskyi on December 1, 2019, 
with the service led by Patriarch Sviatoslav. The historic 
consecration was noted by Patriarch Sviatoslav, who 
underscored that it was the first time in the history of the 
UGCC that an episcopal consecration took place in 
Khmelnytskyi. Participating in the ceremony were repre-
sentatives of the Roman Catholic Church as well as the 
Orthodox Church of Ukraine. The decision to create the 
eparchy of Kamianets-Podilskyi was made by the Synod of 
Bishops of the UGCC on December 11, 2015, separating 
the new eparchy from the Ternopil-Zboriv Archeparchy of 
the UGCC.

A survey conducted by the Kyiv-based Razumkov 
Center and published on February 3 showed that 34 per-
cent of Ukrainians identified with the Orthodox Church of 
Ukraine (OCU). Fourteen percent identified with the 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church – Moscow Patriarchate (UOC-
MP), and 8.2 percent said they belong to the Ukrainian 
Greek-Catholic Church. Orthodox Christians who did not 
affiliate with either the OCU or the UOC-MP made up 27.6 
percent of respondents. Since being granted autocephaly 
in 2019, some 600 parishes in Ukraine had shifted alliance 
from the UOC-MP to the OCU, which had registered 7,000 
parishes, 77 monasteries and 47 dioceses. The UOC-MP 
said it had registered 12,300 church communities, which 
experts said was an inflated number, noting that 9,000 to 
10,000 parishes would be a more accurate count. The sur-
vey did not include occupied Crimea or the areas of the 
Donetsk and Luhansk regions that were beyond the con-
trol of the Ukrainian government.

Christopher Guly’s book “Strangers in a Strange 
Church? New Faces of Ukrainian Catholicism in Canada” 
profiled the revitalization of the parish life of St. John the 
Baptist Ukrainian Catholic Shrine in Ottawa. The driving 
force for this renaissance was a group of young people, 
none of them ethnic Ukrainians and many not raised 
Catholic. The Rev. Peter Galadza of the Metropolitan 
Andrey Sheptytsky Institute of Eastern Christian Studies 
at the University of Toronto, in the introduction to the 
book, described these young people as “among the best 
‘Ukrainian’ Catholics I’ve ever met.” Speaking with the Rev. 
Galadza, Mr. Guly discussed the high level of energy from 
this group of young people, which had expanded to the 
rest of the congregants, who have become active partici-
pants in the services, even reviving a Pascha Agape 
Vespers service tradition. 

The book, which highlighted this transformation in the 
parish life and profiled nine of the young parishioners, 
was launched on January 23 at St. Patrick Basilica, a 
Roman Catholic church. At the launch, five of the nine 
spoke in a panel discussion to share their own stories on 
why they joined the Church, based on a “passion for forg-
ing new relationships with others [that] has helped 
expose those who actually are of Ukrainian ancestry to the 
deep, rather than simply folkloric, grounding of their own 
Ukrainian spiritual tradition,” the Rev. Galadza wrote in his 
introduction to Mr. Guly’s book. Landon Coleman (who 
joined the parish in 2008) said in the book: “I want 
Ukrainians to know that what they have is beautiful and 
should be shared – and that there has to be a balance 
struck between preserving the traditions and looking out-
ward to try to make it easy for people to enter if they want 
to. …I’m hopeful that our community will get some of the 
non-attending Ukrainian Catholic back to church and min-
ister to the non-Ukrainians as well.” 

The Spiritual Center of the UOC-U.S.A., while closed to 
visitors during the lockdown, marked World Health Day 

on April 7 by honoring those on the frontlines of the pan-
demic – health-care workers, first-responders, chaplains 
and service personnel – by lighting up St. Andrew 
Ukrainian Orthodox Memorial Church in light blue colors.

The Sisters of the Order of St. Basil the Great in Fox 
Chase Manor, Pa., shifted their activities during this coro-
navirus year from the usual routine to include making face 
masks for local health-care workers. Sister Theodora 
worked at a sewing machine, while Sister Olha ironed and 
stacked the material, as the masks were prepared for ship-
ment to Holy Redeemer Hospital. In this spontaneous ini-
tiative that was born out of a need and conceived during 
Holy Week, the sisters combined the rich Ukrainian heri-
tage of embroidery and sewing handed down for genera-
tions in Ukraine. The sisters’ involvement in health care 
dates back to Basil of Caesarea himself, whose monastic 
foundation in 4th century Asia Minor helped address the 
medical needs of the poor. Thus, by responding to the 
needs of today’s difficult time, they were able to maintain 
their founding mission.

All Saints Camp in Emlenton, Pa., like other groups that 
hold summer camps, decided to move its camp experience 
online due to the pandemic. Camp spokespeople were 
optimistic that there would be a possibility to reopen later 
in the year. A plan was being formulated and finalized 
with the UOC-U.S.A. Office of Youth and Young Adult 
Ministry, directed by Natalie Kapeluck-Nixon, and Josh 
Oryhon, camp director at ASC. Former campers and those 
interested were asked to fill out a survey to help inform 
the decisions that would shape the camp program during 
2020. 

On May 11, Bishop Basil Losten, the emeritus bishop of 
the Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy of Stamford, Conn., 
received greetings from Patriarch Sviatoslav on the occa-
sion of his 90th birthday. The patriarchal letter cited the 
many achievements of Bishop Basil, and thanked God for 
his pastoral service to the Church, including development 
of St. Basil Seminary in Stamford. Born in 1930 in 
Chesapeake, Md., Bishop Basil was ordained to the priest-
hood on June 10, 1957, was consecrated a bishop on May 
25, 1971, in Philadelphia, and installed as bishop of the 
Stamford Eparchy on December 7, 1977. In keeping with 
Church law at the time, having reached the age of 75, 
Bishop Basil submitted his resignation in 2006.

The UOC-U.S.A. partnered with the SALT Foundation for 
the weekly “Community Love Pop-Up Drive-Thru Food 
Pantry” set up at the Spiritual Center of the UOC-U.S.A. in 
Somerset, N.J., with the program beginning on May 13. 
Food bags, prepared by Archbishop Daniel, clergy and 
seminarians of St. Sophia Ukrainian Orthodox Theological 
Seminary, as well as volunteers from the SALT Foundation, 
were loaded into the trunks of vehicles free of charge. In 
addition to the food, recipients received a booklet for chil-
dren, “Discover My Plate,” printed by the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture to reinforce good nutritional habits. The 
SALT Foundation, founded by Claudia Wheeler, began the 
distribution on March 18 at various locations in Somerset 
County, and its partnership with the UOC-U.S.A. began on 
April 29. The foundation also delivers books, clothes, sup-
plies and other educational goods and services, to chil-
dren and adults in need.
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St. Andrew Ukrainian Orthodox Memorial Church in 
South Bound Brook, N.J., shines in light blue on April 
7 to mark World Health Day in honor all of the front-

line workers battling the coronavirus pandemic. 

UOC-U.S.A.

Ukrainian Catholic Bishop emeritus Basil Losten received a letter from Patriarch 
Sviatoslav for his 90th birthday on May 11.

The Class of 2020 of Saint Basil Academy in Jenkintown, Pa., which on October 8 
announced its closure after nearly 90 years of operation. 

UGCC Media Saint Basil Academy/Facebook
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The Consistory of the UOC-U.S.A. announced on May 29 
and updated on June 2 a list of specific parishes that were 
able to resume liturgical services in person. Parishes in 
the Metropolitan New York/New Jersey area were for the 
most part still restricted from resuming services, except 
for Holy Trinity parish in Trenton; while in New York 
state, churches in Cheektowaga, Johnson City, Rochester 
and Troy were able to reopen. The phased reopening was 
done in accordance with state and local regulations, and 
parishes held meetings online with the hierarchs to get 
their blessing to reopen after each parish submitted a plan 
for reopening. Parishes had been informed by a May 20 
letter from the Council of Bishops of the UOC-U.S.A. to ini-
tiate steps towards reopening.

The Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of Philadelphia 
announced on June 11 that its churches in the state of 
New Jersey could hold public divine liturgies beginning on 
June 20-21. Most churches in Pennsylvania were able to 
resume in-persons services on June 6-7, while some in the 
state were able to reopen as early as May 16-17. Ukrainian 
Catholic Churches in Delaware, Maryland and Virginia 
were also open by mid-May, with some announcing out-
door liturgies. The Cathedral of the Immaculate 
Conception in Philadelphia hosted its first divine liturgy 
open to the public on June 7, with social distancing mea-
sures and other precautions in place. 

On June 11, the Council of Bishops of the UOC-U.S.A. 
issued a statement in response to the violence that erupt-
ed following the death of George Floyd at the hands of a 
Minneapolis police officer. The hierarchs underscored the 
horrific and unjustifiable nature of Mr. Floyd’s death, 
which they noted was not an isolated incident of police 
brutality. They also denounced all forms of racism, even 
among police officers, and expressed hope that this latest 
event could lead to long-lasting change. The hierarchs also 
denounced the violence that occurred during the demon-
strations and protests. Silence was not the answer, the let-
ter continued, but a renewed willingness to make the nec-
essary change could become reality.

The Ukrainian Orthodox League (UOL) of the UOC-
U.S.A. hosted its 73rd annual convention on July 25; as was 
the case with many other such gatherings, it was held 
online via Zoom. In addition to regular business 
addressed by the convention meetings, the Senior UOL 
presented a check for more than $10,000 to the St. 
Andrew Ukrainian Orthodox Society from proceeds from 
the 2020 Souper Bowl Sunday fund-raiser; Protodeacon 
Ihor Mahlay highlighted the work of the St. Andrew 
Society aiding flood victims in western Ukraine; and 
awards were presented to senior and junior members of 
the UOL for their service to the organization. In addition, 
$13,000 in scholarships through the Lynn Sawchuk-
Sharon Kuzbyt Memorial Scholarship fund and $6,000 
from the Metropolitan John Scholarship Fund to St. Sophia 
Ukrainian Orthodox Theological Seminary’s full-time stu-
dents were announced. New national boards for the 
senior and junior UOL were elected and installed. The 
74th annual UOL Convention is scheduled for July 21-25 
in Philadelphia. 

Saint Basil Academy in Jenkintown, Pa., founded as an 
all-girls’ high school in 1931 by the Sisters of the Sisters of 
St. Basil the Great, on October 8 announced it would close 
at the end of the 2020-2021 school year after nearly 90 
years of service to the community. In a statement posted 
on Facebook, the sisters explained: “As we close this final 
chapter in our school’s history, we will continue providing 
quality education for our students until our last day, and 
we will work closely with families and faculty to help 
them find alternative choices for their futures.” An infor-
mative online meeting on October 13 was held to answer 
many questions from the community amid the painful and 
difficult decision, as well as to explained the plan for the 
next eight months. A Sustainability Campaign was unable 
to meet its goals of establishing a $3 million to $5 million 
endowment, which was expected to generate $300,000 in 
annual giving, and of retaining at least 60 students for the 
freshman class. 

Immaculate Conception Ukrainian Catholic Church in 
Palatine, Ill., consecrated its new church and shrine with 
Bishop Benedict Aleksiychuk leading the services on 
October 10. The parish grounds will be the site of the 
Eparchial Shrine of the New Martyrs of Ukraine for the 
Chicago-based St. Nicholas Eparchy. The consecration also 
included the elevation of the Rev. Mykhailo Kuzma to 
mitred archpriest. Reflecting the style of a traditional 
Hutsul wooden church, architect Joseph Mycyk’s design 
was inspired by the church’s Hutsul bell tower that had 
been erected in 1988 by the original founders of the par-

ish. Mr. Mycyk died of cancer just two months prior to the 
consecration of the new church. The milestone had been 
long-awaited by the parish, which had been making prep-
arations for the past 10 years. 

The Ukrainian Catholic Education Foundation and the 
Midwest Friends of the Ukrainian Catholic University 
hosted an online fund-raising event on November 8 for 
the Chicago area, with the keynote addresses by 
Metropolitan-Archbishop Borys Gudziak and former U.S. 
Ambassador to Ukraine William Taylor. The event also 
included musical entertainment by Taras Chubai of the 
Ukrainian rock band Plach Yeremii. 

Archbishop Chrysostomos II, primate of the Orthodox 
Church of Cyprus, officially recognized the Orthodox 
Church of Ukraine (OCU) on October 24 during a divine 
liturgy and episcopal consecration in Pathos, Cyprus. The 
move was welcomed by the OCU and its hierarchs, but 
irked Moscow, as its narrative of a split Orthodox world 
was being perpetuated by the Russia Orthodox Church 
(ROC) and a few of its isolated allies. The UOC-MP echoed 
the sentiments of the ROC in denouncing the move by the 
Church of Cyprus and the Ecumenical Patriarchate’s deci-
sion to grant the Tomos of Autocephaly to the OCU. 

The Orthodox Church of Cyprus joined the Orthodox 
Church of Greece, the Ecumenical Patriarchate and the 
Patriarchate of Alexandria as official Churches that have 
recognized the OCU as independent. Several bishops of 
the Church of Cyprus voiced dissent about the recognition 
of the OCU, but a later Synod affirmed the decision of 
Archbishop Chrysostomos. It was hoped that the Church 
of Jerusalem and the Romanian Orthodox Church would 
be next to recognize the OCU, with many of these deci-
sions being delayed due to the pandemic. 

The Holy Synod of the Orthodox Church of Cyprus con-
firmed the decision by Archbishop Chrysostomos during 
its meeting on November 23 in Nicosia, Cyprus. Ten out of 
17 bishops voted not to contest the archbishop’s decision 
to recognize the OCU and its prime hierarch, Metropolitan 
Epifaniy. Among those who dissented was Bishop 
Nikiforos, who claimed that the vote was not binding, while 
the Holy Synod’s spokesman, Bishop Gregorios, said the 
decision was binding. In response, the OCU issued a state-
ment of gratitude to the Church of Cyprus and Archbishop 
Chrysostomos, the Cypriot hierarchs and its Holy Synod. 
Archbishop Chrysostomos confirmed that there is no 
schism within the Church of Cyprus and refuted disinfor-
mation related to such a narrative, which was echoed by 
Stanislav Osadchiy, Russia’s ambassador to Cyprus. 

Pope Francis on October 24 appointed Bishop Dionysiy 
Lyakhovych as apostolic exarch for Ukrainian Catholics 
residing in Italy. The Apostolic Exarchate for Ukrainian 
Catholics of the Byzantine Rite residing in Italy was creat-
ed on July 11, 2019, by Pope Francis, and the exarchate, 
based at Ss. Sergius and Bacchus Church in Rome, will 
serve the 70,000 Ukrainian Catholics in Italy. Born in 
1946, Bishop Dionysiy was ordained to the priesthood in 
1972 and is a graduate of the Pontifical Institute of St. 
Anselm and the Pontifical Gregorian University, with pas-
toral experience in Brazil, where he was rector of the sem-

inary and the Institute of Philosophy in Curitiba. He was 
consecrated a bishop in 2006 in Brazil and in 2009 was 
appointed by Pope Benedict XVI to the office of the apos-
tolic visitator for Ukrainian Greek-Catholics in Italy and 
Spain.

Archimandrite Mykhailo Onyshchenko, exarch of the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate since 2018, was elected on 
October 6 by the Holy Synod of the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate for elevation to bishop, with the titular see of 
Comana (an ancient Christian city in Turkey). Bishop 
Mykhailo studied for 10 years in Greece and served as a 
priest in Lutsk, Volyn Oblast, and later as rector of the 
Church of St. Alypius the Stylite of the Patriarchate of 
Constantinople in Antalya, Turkey. The Ecumenical 
Patriarchate in Ukraine is based at St. Andrew Orthodox 
Church in Kyiv, which was transferred to the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate by the Verkhovna Rada in 2018. The church 
is a stavropegial church of the Ecumenical Patriarchate. 

Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew prayed for the vic-
tims of the Holodomor on November 28 at the Patriarchal 
Church at the Phanar in Istanbul. Present at the prayer 
marking the 87th anniversary of the Soviet genocide 
against Ukraine were the consul general of Ukraine in 
Istanbul, Oleksandr Gaman, and Archimandrite 
Charalampy Nichev, who is responsible for the Ukrainian 
community in Istanbul. They were joined by hierarchs and 
clergy of the Ecumenical Patriarchate. 

The primates of the Orthodox Church of Cyprus, the 
Orthodox Church of Greece, the Patriarchate of Alexandria 
and the Ecumenical Patriarchate sent letters of greeting to 
Metropolitan Epifaniy on December 15 to mark the two-
year anniversary of the Unification Council of the OCU that 
elected Metropolitan Epifaniy to head the newly created 
OCU. The letters were a clear signal from the primates that 
they stand in solidarity with the OCU, and its prime hier-
arch, in working toward unity among the Orthodox 
Churches of the world. The letters were signed by 
Archbishop Ieronymos II of Athens and all Greece, 
Patriarch Theodore II of Alexandria and all Africa, 
Archbishop Chrysostomos II of the Orthodox Church of 
Cyprus, and Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew of 
Constantinople. Patriarch Bartholomew said he was antic-
ipating his meeting with Metropolitan Epifaniy in Kyiv in 
2021 for the 30th anniversary of Ukraine’s independence, 
at the invitation of President Volodymyr Zelenskyy.

Toward the end of 2020, St. Andrew Ukrainian Orthodox 
Church in Bloomingdale, Ill., which is under the jurisdiction 
of the Orthodox Church of Ukraine, celebrated its 50th 
anniversary on December 13 with an online event. An in-
person divine liturgy and moleben service to the Holy 
Mother of God were served by the Rev. Mitred Archpriest 
Victor Poliarny. Members of the church recounted the histo-
ry of the parish, the developments in Ukraine following 
renewed independence, and the growth of the parish 
grounds from its early beginnings to include a cemetery, 
cultural center and banquet hall, a school of Ukrainian stud-
ies, a branch of the Self Reliance Ukrainian Credit Union, as 
well as monuments to the Holodomor victims and the 
Heavenly Hundred heroes of the Revolution of Dignity.

St. Andrew Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral in Bloomingdale, Ill., marked its 50th anniversary on December 13. 
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owned by a Ukrainian firm. (RFE/RL, based 
on reporting by Novaya Gazeta, Hurriyet, 
and Interfax)

Nuland named to top State Department post

U.S. President Joe Biden has nominated 
Wendy Sherman, the country’s lead negoti-
ator of the 2015 nuclear deal with Iran, to 
be the No. 2 official at the State 
Department. Mr. Biden also named retired 
career diplomat Victoria Nuland, who 
voiced strong support for the popular 
uprising that pushed Ukraine’s Moscow-
friendly President Viktor Yanukovych from 
power in 2014, in the department’s third-
ranking post. The Biden transition team 
announced on January 16 that Ms. 
Sherman, who served as undersecretary of 
state for political affairs under President 
Barack Obama, was nominated to be depu-
ty secretary of state. Ms. Nuland, whose 
past portfolio at the State Department 
made her a leading Russia official in the 
Obama administration, was picked as 
undersecretary for political affairs. As 
assistant secretary of state for European 
and Eurasian affairs, she was the lead U.S. 
diplomat on the ground in Kyiv and 
Moscow during the pro-democracy upris-
ing in Ukraine and Russia’s subsequent 
annexation of the Crimean Peninsula. The 
seizure of the Ukrainian region by Moscow 
and its support for separatists in eastern 
Ukraine in a conflict that has killed more 
than 13,200 people since April 2014 have 
greatly contributed to the dramatic deterio-
ration of relations between Russia and the 
United States. The Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee is to hold a confirmation hear-
ing on January 19 for Antony Blinken, Mr. 
Biden’s nominee to be secretary of state. If 
confirmed, Ms. Sherman and Ms. Nuland 
would serve under him. (RFE/RL, with 
reporting by AFP, Reuters, and Bloomberg)

Blinken backed giving Ukraine lethal weapons

President Joe Biden’s secretary of state 
nominee Antony Blinken said he backed 
giving Ukraine lethal weapons to defend 
itself against Russian aggression while 
serving in the Obama administration. Mr. 
Obama did not give the green light for 
deliveries of lethal weapons though. 
Former President Donald Trump did. 
However, Mr. Blinken warned U.S. efforts to 
support Ukraine must include fighting cor-
ruption. “We have to help the Ukrainians 
deal with that too because even if we’re 
successful in at least helping them keep 
Russia at bay, if that threat from within con-
tinues, then it’s going to be very difficult for 
them to build a viable democracy,” he said. 
(Todd Prince of RFE/RL)

Court head suspected of witness tampering

Ukrainian investigators formally notified 
the head of Ukraine’s constitutional court 
that he is a suspect in a witness tampering 
case, the state investigation bureau said on 
January 19. Ukrainian prosecutors said in 
December they were investigating 
Oleksandr Tupytskyi in connection with the 

suspected bribery of a witness that had 
taken place in 2018. “I believe that this 
criminal case is falsified and politically 
motivated, and the investigation is conduct-
ed in violation of the principle of objectivity 
and impartiality,” Mr. Tupytskyi said in a 
statement. “I am confident that the purpose 
of this case is an attempt to prevent me 
from exercising the power of a judge and 
the head of the constitutional court ... as 
well as to block the activities of the 
Constitutional Court of Ukraine,” he said. 
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy’s adminis-
tration has been locked in a standoff with 
the top court after it struck down key anti-
corruption legislation in October, hobbling 
Ukraine’s chances of securing foreign aid 
loans. Mr. Zelenskyy had initially sought to 
dissolve the court but Parliament restored 
the anti-corruption legislation as an interim 
measure in December, paving the way for 
loan talks to restart with the Inter national 
Monetary Fund. Mr. Zelenskyy also signed a 
decree to suspend Mr. Tupytskyi temporari-
ly, which the court said was unconstitution-
al. Mr. Tupytskyi’s office said in an earlier 
statement on January 19 that law enforce-
ment officials prevented him from entering 
the court premises. The court ruled in 
October against some anti-corruption laws, 
citing as excessive the punishment for false 
information on officials’ asset declarations, 
and also struck down some powers of the 
main NAZK anti-graft agency. Ukraine’s 
patchy performance on economic reforms 
and tackling corruption derailed a $5 billion 
program agreed last June with the IMF, at a 
time when its economy is in a sharp down-
turn due to the coronavirus pandemic. 
(Natalia Zinets of Reuters)

Ukraine in talks with India on vaccine supply

Ukraine is in talks with Indian medical 
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Ukrainian export cargoes as well as seeking 
to limit any merchant vessel traffic near 
Crimea’s massive Opuk sea-land firing 
range, located close to the Kerch Strait and 
routinely hosting large-scale Russian mili-
tary exercises (Kerch.fm, July 9, 2019; 
Vesti-k.ru, August 31, 2019; Kerch info, 
September 22, 2019). The average delay 
time per vessel dropped again, to 16-27 
hours, in October 2019 – a period that nota-
bly coincided with preparations for the first 
hearing of Ukraine’s case against Russia at 
the United Nations International Tribunal of 
the Law of the Sea as well as Moscow’s deci-
sion to attend the Normandy quartet 
(Ukraine, Russia, France, Germany) summit 
in Paris. On average, throughout 2019, arti-
ficial delays for ships attempting to enter 
the Kerch Strait from the Black Sea reached 
29.9 hours, while from the  Azov Sea – 37.4 
(Blackseanews.net, December 15, 2020).

Vessel wait times approached pre-block-
ade amounts in the first part of 2020 (up to 
14.5 hours per ship in May), probably due 
to the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
However, those delays increased again in 
July-September, likely not coincidentally as 
Russia held military exercises at the Opuk 
firing range, with wait times again drop-
ping to 15.3-19.1 hours by October 
(Blackseanews.net, December 15, 2020). 
November 2020, on the other hand, saw 
average vessel delays double month-on-
month (29.4 hours on the Black Sea side 
and 35 hours from the  Azov Sea). This 
period was characterized by the critical 
exacerbation of drinking water shortages 
on the Crimean Peninsula.

In May 2014, Ukraine stopped the sup-
ply of fresh water to Russian-occupied 
Crimea (Segodnya.ua, May 14, 2014). The 
Russian authorities publicly declared plans 
for seawater desalination or even extrac-
tion of fresh water from the bottom of the  
Azov Sea as possible solutions to the water 
crisis (Znak.com, December 18, 2020). 

These options, however, look quite expen-
sive (Krymr.com, January 3, 2021). 
Moreover, any unilateral Russian attempts 
to conduct exploration in the  Azov Sea, the 
status of which is determined by a 2003 
Russian-Ukrainian agreement, could fur-
ther escalate the bilateral conflict (BBC – 
Ukrainian service, December 30, 2020). At 
the same time, the Foreign Intelligence 
Service of Ukraine does not exclude that 
Russia might try to invade the territory of 
Kherson region, adjacent to Crimea and the  
Azov Sea, in order to establish control over 
the dam of the North-Crimean Canal (Szru.
gov.ua, August 3, 2020; see EDM, May 21, 
2020 and June 29, 2020).

Thus, from 2018 to the present, 
Moscow’s “hybrid” strategy in the  Azov Sea 
has ebbed and flowed as necessary: 
Russian actions against vessels coming 
through the Kerch Strait to and from 
Mariupol and Berdyansk are tightened 
when Russia needs to put pressure on 
Ukraine and loosened when the Kremlin 
needs to show the West its “good will.” The 
Kerch “valve” will likely be used by Moscow 
together with other tools as a way to pres-
sure Kyiv into resuming the supplies of 
Dnipro River water to Crimea. The key 
question at present for the Ukrainian 
authorities is how to most quickly neutral-
ize this threat. One clear answer will be the 
Ukrainian Navy’s prompt deployment of 
Mark VI and Island-class boats to patrol the  
Azov Sea and the Black Sea; other solutions 
could involve more regular visits of United 
States and other North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization (NATO) member state war-
ships not only to Odesa but also to 
Mykolaiv and Kherson. Finally, joint inter-
national military drills in firing ranges near 
Mykolaiv as well as the placement of a 
Polish NSM battery near Odesa would also 
swiftly change the regional security calcu-
lus for Moscow.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 2)
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It is with heavy hearts that we announce
 the passing of our dear Mother, 

Busia and Pra-Busia, 

Anna Burij
Anna (Nusia) passed away peacefully on the 

evening of December 30, 2020 at the Ivan Franko Home in Mississauga 
after progressively deteriorating health. She was 95.

Anna was preceded in death by her husband Yakiv Burij, daughter 
Ulana (Kreso) Perovic, brother Mykhajlo Bulelyk, stepbrother Petro 
Bulelyk, and parents Andrij and Melania Bulelyk née Demianchuk. She 
is survived by her daughter Luba (John) Patterson, grandchildren Misha 
(Michelle) Patterson, Sonja Patterson and Ariana Patterson, and great-
grandchildren Jacob and Luke Weeks, and Sloane and Rhys Patterson. 
She also leaves extended family in Ukraine.

Anna was born in the village of Zarichya, Ivano-Frankivsk Oblast, 
Ukraine, on May 8, 1925. She witnessed the horrors of WWII and was 
herself detained and questioned by both the Soviets and the Germans for 
her work as a secret courier for the Organization of Ukrainian Nationalists 
(OUN). Anna and her mother fled their village in 1944, making it out in 
the nick of time. The Soviet army was already entering Zarichya and theirs 
was the last train to leave the station. Her father Andriy was not so lucky, 
and Anna never saw her father again.

Anna descibed her post-war years in a DP camp in Regensburg, 
Germany, as some of the happiest of her life: enjoying friendships made 
in Plast and choirs, assisting the local police and working as a nurse, and 
meeting her future husband Yakiv. The young family eventually made 
their way to Canada. Yakiv first, followed by Anna and her mother, as well 
as infant daughter Luba. Yakiv and Anna went on to build a prosperous 
new life for themselves, first in Montreal, and after nine years in Toronto.
Anna worked as a seamstress in the city’s garment district, and Yakiv as 
a surveyor.

Ukraine, however, stayed close to their hearts and they dedicated 
much of their free time to helping build their adopted country’s Ukrainian 
community. In the early days, they spearheaded the construction of the 
Taras Shevchenko Cultural Centre on Horner Avenue, Etobicoke, securing 
the necessary funding from the Ukrainian National Association in New 
Jersey to provide Ukrainians in western Toronto with a much-needed 
community hall. Anna Burij dedicated 34 years as a Secretary of UNA 
Branch 402 in Etobicoke, Ontario.

In the following years, Anna went on to volunteer for various Ukrainian 
organizations, including the Ukrainian Catholic Women’s League of 
Canada, the League of Ukrainian Canadian Women, the Ukrainian 
Canadian Women’s Council, the Ukrainian Canadian Congress and 
Ukrainian Canadian Social Services. She was an active participant in 
Ukrainian events organized across the city, and helped out at just about 
every Ukrainian banquet, festival, Independence Day celebration, 
Christmas or Easter exhibit that took place.

Anna also continued to help her native homeland, setting up student 
awards for graduates of her old school in Zarichya, helping her close 
friend Anna Jaworsky in her initiative to build a new school of higher 
learning in the village, and contributing to the construction of Zarichya’s 
new Ukrainian Catholic Church.

For her extraordinary dedication to Ukraine and Canada’s Ukrainian 
community Anna was honoured with numerous awards, including 
the «Ontario Senior Achiement Award», bestowed by the Lieutenant 
Governor of Ontario, all well deserved. She will forever be remembered 
for her active volunteerism, her passionate dedication to all things 
Ukrainian, and her tireless work ethic. She was an inspiration to many.

Visitation was held at Cardinal Funeral Home, Annette Chapel, on Monday, 
January 4, 2020, followed by a Funeral Liturgy at St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic 
Church on Queen Street West. Due to COVID restrictions, attendance was limited 
to close family and friends. Condolences, however, can be shared at www.
cardinalfuneralhomes.com. 

In lieu of flowers, donations to the charity of choice, or to the following 
causes would be appreciated:

Pomich Ukraini Fund
  с/о Ukrainian Canadian Social Services (Toronto)

  2445 Bloor Street West, Toronto, ON M6S1P7

 Guardian Angels Ukraine
  c/o League of Ukrainian Canadian Women
  9 Plastics Avenue, Etobicoke, ON M8Z4B6

OR
  Buduchnist Credit Union Account #69026

May her memory be eternal.

The Executive Committee 
of the 

Ukrainian National Association 
regrets to announce to the members of 
the General Assembly, to members of 

UNA Branch 402 and to the 
UNA membership-at-large, that 

Anna Burij
(May 8, 1925 – December 30, 2020)

Secretary of Branch 402 in Etobicoke, Ontario,
passed away on December 30, 2020. 

Mrs. Burij was a proud Branch Secretary for 34 years. 

The Executive Committee and the entire UNA membership 
wish to express their deepest sympathy to daughter Luba (John) 

Patteson, grandchildren Misha (Michelle) Patterson,
 Sonja Patterson and Ariana Patteson, great-grandchildren 

Jakob and Luke Weeks, Sloane and Rhys Patterson.

Mrs. Burij was a very active and long-time supporter 
of the UNA. Her dedication to the Ukrainian National 

Association will not be forgotten.

Вічна Їй пам’ять!

Born in Kharkiv, Ukraine, to a geneticist and a school teacher, Lada 
survived communist oppression as a child, 	 ed to Western Europe 
during WWII, and then immigrated to the United States. She graduated 
from Hollywood High School and then moved to New York City with her 
parents when her father secured a professorship at Columbia University. 

Lada met Dr. Jaroslav Turkalo in a displaced persons camp in Germany, 
married in New York in 1952, and settled in Orange, Conn., in 1964. A fun 
loving, compassionate and gifted woman, she loved to dance, entertain, 
and explore international locations. She traveled the world with her 
husband and then children, was 	 uent in many languages and was an 
active member in the Ukrainian-American community. Her occupations 
were diverse including work at the New York Times, in real estate, with a 
travel agency, and as an o�  ce manager for her husband’s medical practice. 

Predeceased by her husband of 57 years, Lada is survived by her 
children; Marko and Tasia; and granddaughters, Jennifer and Natalie. 

Due to COVID restrictions, Panakhyda and funeral services will be held 
privately. 

May her memory be eternal.
In lieu of 	 owers, those who wish may make a contribution in her 

memory to the Ukrainian Academy of Arts and Sciences, which her father 
established, and who became the � rst president from 1950-1959:

Ukrainian Academy of Arts and Sciences in the U.S., Inc., 206 West 100th 
Street, New York, NY 10025, Tel-212-222-1866, http://uvan.org. Please visit 
www.pisteyfuneralhome.com to express condolences online.

With deep sorrow we announce that 

Lada Turkalo
née Vetukhova

89, passed away peacefully 
from natural causes at home 
on Sunday, January 10, 2021.

KULINSKI MEMORIALS
809 SOUTH MAIN STREET • MANVILLE, NJ 08835

• Serving Ukrainian families for over 60 years
• Over 40 granite colors to choose from
• Custom etchings
• House appointments available
• Serving the tri-state area
• 5 minutes from St. Andrew Ukrainian Cemetery 
   in South Bound Brook, NJ

Tel. 800-458-5467  •  908-722-3130  •  Fax 908-253-0027
KulinskiMemorials@msn.com  •  KulinskiMemorials.com

DEATH ANNOUNCEMENTS should be sent to the 
Advertising Department by e-mail to adukr@optonline.net or by fax to  
973-644-9510.  Deadline: Tuesday noon before the newspaper’s date of 
issue.  For further information call 973-292-9800, ext. 3040.
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January 26 Webinar and book launch, “The Cold War in Val-d’Or, a 
Online History of the Ukrainian Community in Val-d’Or, Quebec,” 
 by Myron Momryk, Ukrainian Genealogy Group, 
 https://meeting.zoho.com/meeting/register?sessionId=1041
 432510

January 27 Film screening and discussion, “Evilenko” by David Gracie, 
Online Ukrainian Film Club of Columbia University, 
 https://harriman.columbia.edu

January 28 Book presentation by Kate Brown, “Manual for Survival: An 
Online Environmental History of the Chernobyl Disaster,” Columbia 
 University, https://harriman.columbia.edu

February 1-5 Online conference, “Why Is Ukraine a Democracy?” 
Online Harvard University, emc497@harvard.edu or 
 617-495-4053

February 6 Italian Dinner take-out fundraiser, Ukrainian American 
Syracuse, NY Youth Association, Syracuse Ukrainian National Home,
 events@syrucc.org or 315-478-9272
 
February 10 Webinar with Oksana Remeniaka, “Nigra sed Formosa: 
Online Immersed in Sadness However Beautiful: The Problem of 
 Returning Lost Artifacts,” Columbia University, 
 https://harriman.columbia.edu

February 19 Lenten fish fry dinners, Syracuse Ukrainian National 
through April 2 Home, events@syrucc.org or 315-478-9272
Syracuse, NY

Entries in “Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to events 
advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome submissions 
from all our readers. Items will be published at the discretion of the editors 
and as space allows. Please send e-mail to mdubas@ukrweekly.com.

just lend their names; they worked to 
mobilize voters in our community and 
beyond.  I know my wife Chrystia did.

Almost every day during the campaign, 
I’d get e-mails from Ukrainian American 
supporters of Donald Trump. I’ve known a 
number of them for decades.  Like me, 
they’re mostly in their 70s now, no doubt 
receiving Social Security and billing 
Medicare for their health care. I like 
Medicare and I bet they do, too. Socialism? 
No – it’s a bedrock of American society.  
Anyone campaigning to eliminate those is 
sure to lose. Indeed, Mr. Trump in 2016 
campaigned to preserve both programs. 
And yet a cornerstone issue of the Trump 
campaign was to link Mr. Biden and Ms. 
Harris with Socialism and Marxism, a polit-
ical message crafted and distributed by 
slick political advertising firms syphoning 
hundreds of millions of dollars to stoke the 
beliefs and prejudices of Donald Trump’s 
radical base. What was at stake was power 
and privilege.

And so, Joe Biden and Kamala Harris 
won. Unlike every election loser preceding 
him, Donald Trump refused to concede.  
Further thoughts…

Post-election

How cynical that Mr. Trump, basing his 
message on saving America from Marxism, 
would take a page from Vladimir Lenin and 
Joseph Stalin’s playbook. Consider: soon 
into his tenure, Mr. Trump labeled 
America’s mainstream media “enemies of 
the people.”  Ukrainian and other ethnic 
Americans will recognize that phrase as a 
label leveled against millions of Soviet citi-
zens, which led to mass starvation, Siberian 
labor camps or a bullet to the back of the 
head. A free press is a foundational compo-
nent of America’s freedom and democracy 
and, unlike Stalin, Mr. Trump could not kill 
the messenger whenever the news did not 
comport with his version of reality. Nor 
could he silence the messenger – again, this 
is America. But with his tweets, he sought 
to discredit the messenger. “Fake news!”  
How many times have you heard that in the 
last four years?

And so, having lost the election in critical 
battleground states, Mr. Trump and his sup-
porters shouted “fraud” and, seeking to 
retain office and power, advocated throw-
ing out tens of millions of votes. That’s 
another Lenin/Stalin tactic: the Big Lie. In 
support of that lie, Mr. Trump’s campaign 
filed more than 60 lawsuits seeking to 
overturn the election results.  With one 
minor exception, 60-plus were rejected, 
including two in the Supreme Court.  The 
top election official at the Department of 
Homeland Security asserted that the 2020 
election was fair and secure. Attorney 
General William Barr also said there was 
no significant election fraud. In a futile 
effort, President Trump summoned elec-
tion officials from Michigan to try to con-
vince them to throw out millions of ballots 
and declare him the winner.  He called on 
Pennsylvania election officials to do the 

same.  He demanded the Georgia secretary 
of state “find” enough votes to overturn the 
result. Election fraud, anyone?

Anticipating the solemn certification of 
Joe Biden as president-elect in the Senate 
on January 6, Republican pollster Scott 
Rasmussen cited a famous Joseph Stalin 
maxim:  “Those who cast the votes decide 
nothing. Those who count the votes decide 
everything.”  Discard the certified votes of 
tens of millions of Americans, Mr. 
Rasmussen advised Vice-President Mike 
Pence and declare Donald Trump the win-
ner. Weeks earlier, the Supreme Court in a 
single paragraph summarily rejected a peti-
tion submitted by 160 Republican congres-
sional representatives to allow Mr. Pence to 
do just that. To his credit, Mr. Pence along 
with responsible election officials honoring 
their oaths of office – mostly Republicans in 
all the battleground states – rejected that 
approach.

Going back a century to 1918, the 
Bolsheviks lost the election for the Russian 
Constituent Assembly. Lenin denounced the 
results and resolved to support the Russian 
Constituent Assembly only if it were so 
composed to reject the “counter-revolution-
ary bourgeoisie.”  He had already seized 
power months before with an armed coup 
in the Russian parliament – a lamentable 
event celebrated for decades as the 
“October Revolution,” which brought misery 
on the world for generations.  Mr. Trump to 
his eternal shame tried to do the same.  Like 
Stalin, he’s created a personality cult which 
millions have embraced.  As Vice-President 
Pence and the House and Senate were pre-
paring to officially count the Electoral votes, 
Mr. Trump exhorted his supporters to go to 
the Capitol with the mission of pressuring 
Vice-President Mike Pence and Congress to 
overturn the election. Well, America is not 
Russia.  Mr. Pence fulfilled his constitution 
duty as did the overwhelming majority of 
the House and Senate. It’s dismaying that a 
majority of House Republicans and eight 
Republican senators voted to throw out the 
votes of tens of millions.  Even eight repre-
sentatives from Pennsylvania who took the 
oath of office on January 3 claiming to have 
won their election in 2020 (they did), three 
days later voted to invalidate that very same 
election when it came to certifying Joe 
Biden as the winner in their state.  Cynicism 
and hypocrisy are common. Would that 
there be an equal measure of shame.  But 
power and prestige, whatever sliver of it 
you have, is intoxicating.

The next four years

Joe Biden, now our president, faces hor-
rific calamities. I supported him during 
election and as an American will support 
him as he works to undo the damage of the 
last four years and restore a normal course. 
All the best to him and the United States of 
America.  As for Donald Trump: history will 
remember him for the chaotic years of his 
administration, the riot he incited two 
weeks before he left office and the coup 
d’etat he tried to orchestrate, the shame of 
being the only president to have been 
impeached twice and the damage he’s done 
to the Republican Party brand for a genera-
tion to come.

(Continued from page 6)

The 2020 election...

Visit our archive online: www.ukrweekly.com

firm Serum Institute on supplying COVID-
19 vaccines, Interfax Ukraine news agency 
quoted a deputy Ukrainian health minister 
as saying on January 20. “Negotiations are 
underway with an Indian manufacturer, 
Serum Institute, which can produce the 
American Novovax vaccine and has the 
ability to produce the AstraZeneca vaccine 

at the moment,” Interfax quoted Ihor 
Ivashchenko as saying. He gave no further 
details. India will initially only ship the 
AstraZeneca vaccine, made by The Serum 
Institute, the world’s biggest vaccine maker, 
which brands the shot as COVISHIELD. 
Ukraine, which registered more that 1.17 
million coronavirus cases and 21,258 
deaths, has already agreed to buy some 
vaccines from China and also expects to 
secure some under the global COVAX pro-
gram for poorer countries. (Reuters, with 
reporting by Pavel Polityuk)

(Continued from page 20)
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