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Ukrainian American-owned automotive
company seals $24 million EBRD loan
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Biden defends lifting Nord Stream 2 sanctions against
pipeline owner amid international condemnation

Winner Group expanding operations in Ukraine

Nord Stream AG
Winner Group Ukraine

From left: Winner Group founder and CEO Ivan Hynansky, Kyiv Mayor Vitaliy
Klitschko and Winner management board head Petro Rondiak.
by Mark Raczkiewycz
KYIV – The oldest automotive importer
owned by a Ukrainian American secured a
20-million-euro ($24 million) loan from the
European Bank for Reconstruction and
Development (EBRD) to expand operations
in the country.
The Winner Group investment will be
used to complete the construction of new
Renault and Volvo dealerships, help the

company transition to a green economy by
investing in electric vehicles and expand its
logistics, distribution and service capabilities, according to the May 25 EBRD news
release.
It took about a year to secure funding for
the project. That process included a meeting with an EBRD vice president who flew
in from London, said Winner Group man(Continued on page 4)

The terminating point of the Nord Stream Pipeline is located at the energy hub
Lubminer Heide near Greifswald, Germany, which covers an area of about 12 hectares, including the receiving terminal of the connecting pipelines OPAL and NEL.
by Mark Raczkiewycz
KYIV – U.S. President Joe Biden has
defended the lifting of sanctions on the
company that controls the Nord Stream 2
(NS2) natural gas pipeline whose completion will effectively eliminate Ukraine as a
vital energy transit country and leave it vulnerable to additional Russian aggression.
He justified the national-security waiver
on Swiss-registered Nord Stream 2 AG,

whose ultimate owner is Russian stateowned gas titan Gazprom, saying the
1,230-kilometer pipeline was nearly completed by the time he took office.
Speaking to White House reporters on
May 25, Mr. Biden said it would “be counterproductive in terms of our European
relations and I hope we can work on how
they handle it from this point on.”
(Continued on page 4)

Ukraine takes 5th place at Eurovision song contest
by Roman Tymotsko

KYIV – The electro-folk band Go_A took
fifth place at Eurovision 2021 out of 33 participating countries. This was the first time
that Ukraine’s entry had sung entirely in
Ukrainian. The music contest was held in
Rotterdam, Netherlands, between May 18
and 22.
Despite receiving only ninth place from
the jury, the Ukrainian song Shum finished
fifth in the final tally for the prestigious
music competition. Eurovision voting relies
on a national jury and television audience,
which praised the Go_A band. The television
audience gave the Ukrainian entry second
place, while the jury put Go_A in ninth place.
Go_A combine authentic Ukrainian
vocals, modern dance beats, African drums
and powerful guitar riffs that drive the
band’s songs.
The noise of the Ukrainian performance
continued after the song contest ended.
Shum was released in more than nine
countries and has made the iTunes, Apple

European Broadcasting Union/Thomas Hanses

The Ukrainian band Go_A performed at the Grand Final of the Eurovision Song
Contest 2021 held in Rotterdam.

Music and Spotify charts. As of May 25,
Shum was in the top 10 of the iTunes world
song rankings at eighth place. It was at fifth
place among European songs.
The song also leads the Viral Spotify
global chart and is ranked 69th in the top
200 most popular songs on the digital platform. The Eurovision winning song Zitti E
Buoni of the band Maneskin was at fourth
place in the Spotify ranking.
The leader of the Italian rock band,
Damiano David, said that he supported
Ukraine during the song contest.
“Ukraine[’s performance was] unbelievable,” he said at a press conference.
After the song contest, winners of
Eurovision met with members of Go_A and
asked the frontwoman, Kateryna Pavlenko,
to teach them the Shum song. After a few
tries, Damiano David managed to pronounce “Zapletimo shuma.”
Many in Ukraine and abroad said that
such a low result from the jury for Ukraine
(Continued on page 8)
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Ukraine’s new naval doctrine: a revision of the mosquito
fleet strategy or bureaucratic inconsistency?
by Ihor Kabanenko
Eurasia Daily Monitor
For Ukraine, which lost more than 70
percent of its naval assets after Russia’s
forcible annexation of Crimea, the ability to
effectively deter and adequately respond to
further aggressive Russian actions at sea is
extremely important. The crucial nature of
properly addressing this threat was reconfirmed earlier this spring (March-April),
amidst the buildup of Russian heavy military forces around Ukraine’s borders, which
notably included the deployment of offensive units to Crimea as well as the strengthening of its naval forces in the Black Sea and
the Sea of Azov (see Eurasia Daily Monitor,
April 13, 27 [1][2][3], May 3).
In November 2018, Kyiv adopted the
“Strategy of the Naval Forces of Ukraine
Until 2035” (Navy.mil.gov.ua, January 1,
2019). This planning document outlined
the formation of a so-called “mosquito
fleet” as a priority until 2030. The concept
of a mosquito fleet dictates a way of thinking and real actions that, in conditions of
symmetrical power superiority of the
enemy at sea, make it possible to restrain it
asymmetrically and conduct effective countermeasures to its aggressive actions. This
was a logical decision because, even in the
long run, Ukraine would be unlikely to
achieve symmetrical parity with Russia at
sea (see EDM, March 9, 2017; February 21,
2019; July 22, 2020).
Last March, President Volodymyr Zelens
kyy approved a new “Military Security
Strategy” for Ukraine. This document identifies a number of fundamental aspects of
ensuring national security in the military
sphere. In particular, the Strategy first calls
for abandoning all efforts to achieve military parity with the Russian Federation,
which would lead to an excessive militarization of the state and, accordingly, a depletion of the national economy. Second, it recommends better coordinating the resources
of the national economy with defense capabilities development planning. And third,
the document lays out ways of restructuring
Ukraine’s defense forces to ensure they can
quickly deploy to threatened areas and conduct preventive, unpredictable, asymmetric,
and innovative actions so as to neutralize
the numerical and technological advantage
of the enemy (Rada.gov.ua, March 25).
Notably, the following month, the
Ministry of Defense announced the approval of the “Doctrine of the Naval Forces of
Ukraine,” which emphasizes building (or
acquiring/receiving, within the framework
of international technical assistance) missile
boats, landing ships of various classes,
patrol ships and boats, minesweepers, small
submarines, unmanned underwater vehicles and auxiliary vessels. In addition, the
Doctrine provides for more robust development of the coastal defense forces and naval
aviation. However, the document makes
absolutely no reference to the asymmetric
mosquito fleet concept – even though this
was determined to be a priority by the
“Strategy of the Development of the Naval
Forces of Ukraine Until 2035” (Ukrinform.
ua, April 29). In other words, the April 2021
“Doctrine of the Naval Forces of Ukraine,” in
contrast to the November 2018 “Military
Security Strategy and the Strategy of the
Naval Forces of Ukraine Until 2035,” does
not focus on asymmetry; the later document instead calls for ambitious symmetric
decisions and actions. The 2021 naval doctrine does not say a word about budgetary
resources for these purposes, which, accor
ding to expert estimates, would require

multiple increases in defense allocations. In
conditions when the government of Ukraine
does not plan such budgetary hikes, the
question remains: from where will the
resources be redirected to satisfy the ambitions laid out by the April 2021 naval doctrine?
A number of experts agree that Ukraine
should solve the acute problem of securing
its open sea flanks as soon as possible. And
they are convinced that the optimal way to
achieve this goal is by creating a balanced
mosquito fleet consisting of fast combat
boats of multiple classes (Zn.ua, April 24,
2020; Day.kyiv.ua, April 28, 2020; Mil.in.ua,
December 1, 2020; Rada.gov.ua, January
28). Ukraine has already received two
Island-class patrol boats from the United
States, and three more of these former
Coast Guard cutters will be transferred to
Odesa in the near future (Ukrinform.ua,
March 12). Nonetheless, the number of
“mosquito” boats that are planned to be
delivered to Ukraine as part of the U.S.’s
military-technical assistance programs is
not enough to create robust naval mosquito
capabilities. Under these conditions, Kyiv
could focus on purchasing additional U.S.
Mark VI multipurpose, high-speed patrol
boats with enhanced weapons, which are
already extremely important for Ukraine’s
maritime security. An alternative option
could be for the U.S. military-technical
assistance programs to supply preexisting
Ukrainian mosquito fleet platforms with
weapons and equipment (especially highprecision short-range missiles, universal
drones and combat-control systems) compatible with North Atlantic Treaty
Organization (NATO) standards.
In addition, it is important to note that, in
accordance with the defense policy of
Ukraine, the naval doctrine document is a
set of provisions regarding the purpose, use
and role of the Naval Forces in protecting
the interests of Ukraine. It should, thus, be
based on the laws of Ukraine, the latest
adopted military security strategy and other
state regulations. The navy doctrine should
not cover the development of the Naval
Forces, since this is the function of the
“Strategy for Naval Forces Development
Until 2035,” which was specifically adopted
more than two years ago as part of Ukraine’s
implementation of the well-known principle
of NATO Mission Command. Relatedly, it is
advisable for Ukraine to develop its military
doctrines in line with relevant NATO doctrines (Nato.int, accessed May 10), which
specifically emphasize joint and integrated
operations on land, sea or air.
The Constitution of Ukraine explicitly sets
the course for NATO membership. The goal
of gaining membership in the North Atlantic
Alliance is also included in the Law on the
National Security of Ukraine (Zakon.rada.
gov.ua, April 24). And achieving the necessary criteria for NATO membership is a priority of the Ukraine-NATO Annual National
Programs (ANP) (KMU.gov.ua, February 9).
Given this, maintaining logical consistency
between the “Doctrine of the Naval Forces of
Ukraine,” the “Military Security Strategy of
Ukraine,” the “Strategy for the Development
of the Naval Forces of Ukraine Until 2035,”
as well as relevant NATO doctrinal documents and the NATO Smart Defense
approach (Nato.int, February 20, 2017)
would go a long way toward facilitating
Kyiv’s goal of one day joining the Alliance.
The article above is reprinted from
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation,
www.jamestown.org.

Ukraine disappointed over NATO progress

Rights group calls Tatars political prisoners

Ukraine has decried the lack of progress
in NATO’s “open-door” policy to Ukrainian
membership and said it could not comprehend why it wasn’t invited to the bloc’s summit next month. NATO meets on June 14 in
Brussels in a push to improve transatlantic
ties under U.S. President Joe Biden amid
growing tensions with Russia. “We understand the desire of the allies to hold a closed
summit ... but we do not understand how it
is possible not to invite Ukraine,” Ukrainian
Foreign Affairs Minister Dmytro Kuleba said
on May 26. President Volodymyr Zelenskyy
earlier this month called on NATO to beef up
its presence in the Black Sea region and
asked Washington to back Kyiv’s bid for a
NATO Membership Action Plan at the summit. Mr. Zelenskyy’s plea came as Russia earlier this year deployed more than 100,000
troops near the border with Ukraine and in
occupied Crimea – the biggest mobilization
since Moscow seized the Ukrainian peninsula in March 2014 and war broke out in eastern Ukraine. The buildup prompted alarm in
Western capitals over Moscow’s intentions
amid an uptick in fighting between
Ukrainian government forces and Kremlinbacked separatists in the country’s east. The
conflict has killed more than 13,000 people
since April 2014. Speaking at a joint news
conference with Helga Schmid, the secretary-general of the Organization for Security
and Cooperation in Europe who was visiting
the Ukrainian capital, Mr. Kuleba said Kyiv
was grateful to NATO for its “constant confirmation of the open-door policy,” but
added that not a single step had been taken
to implement it. At a 2008 summit in
Bucharest, NATO said that Ukraine could
potentially become a member in the future.
“When we in Ukraine are accused of too
slow reforms, what can we say about the
adoption and implementation of the decisions of the alliance, which have been covered with dust for 13 years?” Mr. Kuleba
asked. U.S. State Department spokesman
Ned Price recently restated the U.S. policy of
supporting an “open door” to NATO for
countries meeting “the standard for membership.” But Ukraine still must “implement
the ... reforms necessary to build a more stable, democratic, prosperous and free country,” Mr. Price said. (RFE/RL, with reporting
by Reuters and AFP)

The Memorial Human Rights Center
says it has recognized four Crimean Tatars
being tried for their alleged association with
a banned Islamic group as political prisoners. The Moscow-based group said the four
are being illegally persecuted for political
reasons after being arrested “in connection
with their non-violent exercising of their
rights to freedom of religion and association.” The group said in a statement
released on May 20 that, “The Memorial
Human Rights Center, according to international criteria, considers Seytumer
Shukrievich Seytumerov, Osman Seytume
rov, Amet Suleimanov and Rustem
Seytmemetov political prisoners, and
Seytumer Veliyevich Seytumerov – illegally
persecuted for political reasons.” The group
added that, “Memorial calls for an immediate end to the prosecution of all those
involved in this case and the release of those
who are unreasonably detained.” The four
were arrested on March 11, 2020, at their
homes in Crimea. They were charged with
creating a cell of Hizb ut-Tahrir, an Islamic
group that is banned in Russia, but is legal
in Ukraine. “The persecuted Muslims were
only guilty of the fact that, according to the
investigation, they were members of a public religious association,” Memorial said.
“They are not charged with preparing terrorist attacks or voicing terrorist threats,” it
added. Russia took control of Crimea from
Ukraine in March 2014 after sending in
troops, seizing key facilities and staging a
referendum dismissed as illegal by at least
100 countries. Moscow also backs separatists in a war against government forces that
has killed some 13,200 people in eastern
Ukraine since April 2014. Moscow’s takeover of the peninsula was vocally opposed
by many Crimean Tatars, who are a sizable
minority in the region. Exiled from their
homeland to Central Asia by the Soviet
authorities under dictator Josef Stalin during World War II, many Crimean Tatars are
very wary of Russia and Moscow’s rule.
Rights groups and Western governments
have denounced what they describe as a
campaign of repression by the Moscowimposed authorities in Crimea who are targeting members of the Turkic-speaking
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Bipartisan Congressional Ukraine Caucus urges
Biden to reconsider position on NS2 sanctions
The Congressional Ukraine Caucus
Co-Chairs Reps. Marcy Kaptur (D-Ohio),
Andy Harris (R-Md.), Mike Quigley (D-Ill.),
and Brian Fitzpatrick (R-Pa.), released the
following statement on May 20 in
response to President Joe Biden’s decision
to waive sanctions on Nord Stream 2 AG
and its CEO, Matthias Warnig.
As co-chairs of the bipartisan Congress
ional Ukraine Caucus, we agree with the
Biden administration sanctioning several
Russian vessels and entities for their participation in the Nord Stream 2 Russian
malign influence project. We are also
grateful for Secretary [of State Antony]
Blinken’s recent trip to Kyiv where he
stressed robust U.S. support for Ukraine

and the importance of Ukraine’s democratic progression and security.
We agree with the administration that
Nord Stream 2 is a bad deal for Europe.
Yet, we are deeply concerned that the
administration has invoked the U.S.
national interest waiver under PEESCA to
waive sanctions against Gazprom subsidiary Nord Stream 2 AG and its CEO,
Matthias Warnig, a Putin crony and former Stasi goon.
We firmly believe it is in the U.S.
national interest to defend Ukraine’s sovereignty to protect Europe’s eastern flank
from Russian aggression. It is in the U.S.
national interest to limit Russia’s malign
influence and energy coercion in Europe.
It is in the U.S. national interest to stop

the spread of strategic corruption by
malign actors in Europe to protect the
integrity of democratic institutions and
the transatlantic relationship.
While we appreciate the administration’s efforts to maintain relations with our
close ally Germany as a nation also facing
Russian malign influence, it cannot be at
the expense of transatlantic and Ukrainian
security as that nation faces down Russia’s
continued aggression and the deaths of
over 14,000 innocents. The waiving of the
sanctions on Nord Stream 2 AG is against
both U.S. national and transatlantic security interests, and also undermines the
growing movement in Germany to end
Nord Stream 2. We strongly urge the
administration to reconsider its position.

on NS2 AG and Matthias Warnig. I urge
the administration to rip off the band-aid,
lift these waivers and move forward with
the congressionally mandated sanctions.
The administration has said that the
pipeline is a bad idea and that it is a
Russian malign influence project. I share
that sentiment, but fail to see how today’s
decision will advance U.S. efforts to counter Russian aggression in Europe.
If the administration maintains these
waivers, I have several questions. First,
what does the administration now expect
from Germany after having made this significant concession to exercise the waiv-

er? Will Berlin strengthen its support for
Ukraine in the Normandy Format? Will it
provide additional assistance to Kyiv in
its struggle against Russian aggression?
Also, what will the administration do to
bolster our relationship with Ukraine?
This decision has created uncertainty
in many corners of Europe and I expect
to hear very soon from the administration on its plans moving forward. I
believe President Biden should do everything possible to accomplish what the
Trump administration failed to do for
four years: stop the completion of the
Nord Stream 2 pipeline for good.

lantic alliance through hybrid warfare
operations. This includes weaponizing
energy to weaken democratic institutions
and solidarity through the export of strategic corruption,” the members said in the
letter.
“As you well know, Russian authorities
now seek to complete Nord Stream 2 as a
political and economic weapon to cut off
critical gas transit through Ukraine and
to increase its leverage over Europe. That
is why the European Parliament along
with several European countries have
joined the United States in calling for the
project to be stopped. On May 17, the
next report to Congress that is required
to list all entities sanctionable under the
PEESCA as amended is due. We strongly
urge you to include in this report all entities openly engaged in sanctionable pipelaying activities, including Nord Stream
AG and all vessels and project-linked
insurance and certification companies
supporting the Fortuna and Akademik
Cherskiy pipe-laying vessels, pursuant to
the legislation and clear bipartisan
Congressional intent.”
“We are deeply concerned with the
Ukrainian government’s purging of the
Naftogaz supervisory board and CEO,
which puts Ukraine’s energy and national
security at risk. This deeply misguided
move opens up Ukraine’s energy sector to

increased corruption from and vulnerability to malign actors including Ukraine’s
rapacious oligarch class and Russian corrosive capital. … We ask that the Department
increase efforts to help Ukraine become
more energy secure by restoring the integrity of Naftogaz and corporate governance
in the energy sector and beyond. This
starts with a legitimate process to assemble a new Naftogaz Supervisory Board in
consultation with the European Bank for
Reconstruction and Development,
International Monetary Fund, European
Commission, United States, and other
credible international stakeholders,” the
members wrote in their letter.
“We are thankful for your robust statement of support for the Three Seas
Initiative, but remain concerned that the
U.S. Development Finance Corporation
has yet to take meaningful action to operationalize the commitment of $300 million of U.S. financing into the Three Seas
Fund,” the members concluded. “For this
reason, we urge the administration to
recommit efforts to fulfill the DFC pledge
to invest in the Fund. This should be an
important element to increase the resilience our allies and partners against
increasing malign influence from Russia
and China.”

Senate Foreign Relations Committee
Chairman Menendez on Nord Stream 2
Sen. Bob Menendez (D-N.J.), chairman
of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee,
issued the following statement on May 19
after Congress received a mandatory
report from the State Department regarding entities involved in sanctionable activity by the builders of the Nord Stream 2
pipeline. Citing U.S. national security interests, the Biden administration announced
it would waive mandatory sanctions on
the company Nord Stream 2 AG and its
CEO Matthias Warnig.
I am opposed to the decision by the
Biden administration to waive sanctions

Congressional Ukraine Caucus calls on State
Department to fully sanction Nord Stream 2
On May 13, the Congressional Ukraine
Caucus Co-Chairs Reps. Marcy Kaptur
(D-Ohio), Andy Harris (R-Md.), Mike
Quigley (D-Ill.), and Brian Fitzpatrick
(R-Pa.), sent the following letter to
Secretary of State Antony Blinken expressing deep concern with the state of energy
security in Ukraine and Central and
Eastern Europe. In the letter, the members
called on the Department of State to
increase efforts to bolster energy resilience
by fully sanctioning Nord Stream 2 as
mandated by PEESCA as amended and
consistent with Congressional intent,
increase diplomatic action to counter the
purging of Naftogaz leadership, and
strengthen efforts to fulfill the U.S. pledge
to invest $300 million of U.S. financing into
the Three Seas Fund.
“We strongly urge the department to
increase efforts to bolster energy resilience by sanctioning Nord Stream 2 as
mandated by PEESCA as amended and
consistent with Congressional intent,
increase diplomatic action to counter the
purging of Naftogaz leadership, and
strengthen efforts to fulfill the U.S. pledge
to invest $300 million of U.S. financing
into the Three Seas Fund,” the members
wrote in the letter.
“Tragically, Russian dictator Vladimir
Putin seeks to sow discord in the Transat

Source: Office of U.S. Rep. Marcy Kaptur.

UAB issues letter to
the president outlining
concern over
NS2 sanctions policy
The following letter was issued by Ukrainian
Americans for Biden on May 20. It was sent to
U.S. President Joe Biden and signed by members
of the organization’s steering committee.
Copies of the letter were also sent to individuals
listed at the conclusion of the letter.
Dear President Biden:
On March 22, Ukrainian Americans for
Biden (UAB), a network of voters established
in June 2020 under the Democratic National
Committee’s National Democratic Ethnic
Coordinating Council, wrote to you about the
concern and opposition of our members to
the completion of the Nord Stream 2 (NS2)
project. The recent announcement of the
administration’s decision to waive sanctions
on the largest partner in the project, Nord
Stream AG, and the company’s CEO significantly heightened our concern.
During the first 100 days of your administration, numerous positive steps to improve
and stabilize relations with Ukraine have been
undertaken and noted: your phone call with
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy soon after
your inauguration, recent emergency assistance to Ukraine with COVID-19 vaccination
efforts, U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken’s
visit to Ukraine, increased military support for
Ukraine, including through NATO-managed
exercises, strong support for internal reforms
in Ukraine that will serve to enhance
Ukraine’s national security, your firm insistence that the build up of Russian troops on
Ukraine’s border be halted and reversed, as
well as your strong stance against other
aggressive actions undertaken by Russia.
In the set of policy recommendations submitted to your transition team soon after the
2020 U.S. presidential election (attached),
UAB emphasized that NS2 will not improve
European energy security. The primary purpose of Russia’s push to complete NS2 is the
Kremlin’s consistent policy to use all available
methods to undermine Ukraine’s sovereignty,
diminish the authority of Ukraine, Poland and
other Central and East European countries,
and increase Russia’s leverage over Europe.
We continue to urge strongly that the administration implement fully the NS2 sanctions
mandated by Congress.
We applaud your administration’s efforts to
return U.S. relations with NATO, the European
Union and G-7 to more stable ground. For
your meeting with [Russian President]
Vladimir Putin, we wish you good health and
supreme patience and strong conviction in the
knowledge that Ukraine is a vital ally of the
United States in Eastern Europe.
Respectfully,
Ukrainian Americans for Biden Steering
Committee: Chrystia Balko Slywotzky, Orest
Deychakiwsky, Marta Farion, Andrew
Fedynsky, Irene Jarosewich, Khristina Lew,
Ulana Mazurkevich, Adrian Slywotzky, Mark
N.V. Temnycky, Halyna Traversa and Tania
Vitvitsky
Cc: Secretary of State Antony Blinken; Jake
Sullivan, national security advisor; Rep. Chris
Smith, director, Ukraine (NSC); Sen. Robert
Menendez, chair, Senate Foreign Relations
Committee; Gregory Meeks, chair, House
Foreign Affairs Committee; Reps. Brian
Fitzpatrick, Andy Harris and Marcy Kaptur,
co-chairs, Congressional Ukrainian Caucus;
Sens. Dick Durbin and Robert Portman,
Senate Ukraine Caucus; and Ukraine’s
Ambassador to the U.S. Oksana Markarova
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Orthodox hierarchs announce mental health survey and professional directory
UOC-U.S.A.
SOUTH BOUND BROOK, N.J. – In its Spring
2021 Consistory Circular, the hierarchs of the
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the U.S.A. –
Metropolitan Antony and Archbishop Daniel
(president of the Consistory) – announced
the initiative of the Assembly of Canonical
Bishops of the United States of America for
a Mental Health Needs Assessment Survey,
which was launched on April 7 (www.
assemblyofbishops.org/news/2021/theassembly-of-bishops-launches-mentalhealth-needs-assessment-survey).
The hierarchs of the Assembly of
Canonical Bishops of the U.S.A., the announ
cement underscored, “are aware of the

Biden defends...
(Continued from page 1)
The underwater pipeline will link Russia
to Germany under the Baltic Sea and is 95
percent complete. The previous U.S. presidential administration of Donald Trump
imposed sanctions on companies involved
in the large-scale project in December
2019, after which ships bearing flags of
European Union (EU) countries had
stopped work on the pipeline. Laying of
pipes resumed in January.
Thirteen Russian vessels involved in the
pipe-laying project are still facing restrictive measures, the U.S. Treasury
Department announced on May 21. The
chief executive of the consortium company
is exempt from sanctions.
The group of companies pushing for the
project’s completion, at the head of which
is Gazprom and Germany’s Uniper, are
Wintershall Dea, a unit of BASF, AngloDutch Shell, Austria’s OMV and Frenchbased Engie.
The U.S. has cited the danger of
increased EU reliance on Russian energy
supplies, as have EU countries France,
Poland and the three Baltic countries of
Estonia, Lithuania and Latvia.
Once completed, NS2 will double the
capacity of the first Nord Stream pipeline to
110 billion cubic meters of gas yearly and

Ukrainian American...
(Continued from page 1)
agement board head Petro Rondiak, who is
originally from Philadelphia and is a member of Plast Ukrainian Scouting Organiza
tion.
Mr. Rondiak said the due diligence process was “exhaustive” yet rewarding
because it’s “another illustration of our
long-term commitment to Ukraine.”
Companies such as Winner Group that
take the long view on Ukraine, the former
Raytheon engineer said, succeed. The company was founded by successful UkrainianAmerican car dealer Ivan Hynansky in 1992
to start selling Ford vehicles in Ukraine.
He started exploring the ambitious
endeavor after attending the Grand Slam
Wimbledon tennis tournament in 1991
when a Ford executive approached him
with the idea to build on his successful
dealerships in Delaware and Pennsylvania.
“ The executives said, ‘You have a
Ukrainian background? Ukraine is now
independent, why don’t you start Ford
there for us in Kyiv?’” Mr. Rondiak recalled.
“Kyiv isn’t interesting for me, but all of
Ukraine is,” Mr. Rondiak said. “They said,
‘Okay, John, take all of Ukraine.’”
Today, Winner Group is an automotive

many pastoral issues we face regarding
mental health among the faithful. These
issues are complex and challenging and
during the pandemic have increased significantly. It is well known among mental
health professionals that many people of
faith approach their parish priest, before
their physician or therapist, with mental
health struggles.”
The Mental Health Task Force of the
Assembly of Bishops has completed a
Directory of Orthodox Mental Health
Professionals as a first resource to immediately meet this urgent need. It is hoped that
this directory is shared through social
media, parish websites, and encourages
Orthodox Christian mental health profes-

sionals to apply to be listed.
In an effort to further understand and
respond to the specific mental health needs
of clergy and faithful, a comprehensive
anonymous survey is being conducted. The
survey takes approximately 15 minutes to
complete, and both clergy and faithful age
18 and older are asked to complete the survey by June 15. All faithful are invited to
complete the survey, regardless of their
experience with mental health or their level
of engagement with the Church. Parishes
are encouraged to print copies of the survey for parishioners who are not comfortable using a computer. Guidelines are provided on the aforementioned survey page
on the Assembly of Bishops website.

Data collected from the survey will be
analyzed by the Task Force to create mental
health related resources that reflect Ortho
dox praxis and theological perspective.
To aid this work, participants are asked
to encourage at least 50 parishioners from
each parish to complete the survey; promote the survey across all communication
platforms used by each parish (promotional icons for social media and bulletin
inserts are available at www.assemblyofbishops.org/mental-health); and promote
the Directory of Orthodox Mental Health
Professionals, and encourage Orthodox
providers to join the directory (www.
assemblyofbishops.org/directories/mental-health).

allow Russia to bypass Ukraine as a conduit
for supplies to its EU neighbors.
Consequently, Kyiv stands to lose up to
$5 billion-$6 billion yearly, said Serhiy
Makohon who heads the Ukrainian stateowned Gas Transmission Operator.
In an interview to local media on May
18, he said that a shortage of $2 billion-$3
billion will derive from lost Russian gas
transit revenues and the remaining amount
from more expensive transit fees from
Germany.
Ukraine currently imports gas from
reverse gas transit flows at its western borders to countries it supplies with Russian
blue fuel.
Consumers will likewise pay approximately $50 more per 1,000 cubic meters of
gas due to the increased gas import transit
costs, Mr. Makohon noted.
To its advantage, Ukraine has large facilities – mostly in the western part of the country – that it uses to store gas purchases during the non-peak winter months. Yet Russia’s
pursuit of another project, Turkstream, and
the second Nord Stream pipeline have
deprived Kyiv of gas transit flows.
Last year, Ukraine transited 55.8 billion
cubic meters (bcm) of gas to Europe, 38
percent less than in 2019. It imported 12
percent more, or 15.9 (bcm), on a yearly
basis as well.
Since Kyiv will be deprived of its geopolitical leverage as a strategic gas transit

country, it will be further exposed to
Russian belligerence, Col. Kyrylo Budanov,
chief of Defense Intelligence of Ukraine,
told the Financial Times in a rare interview.
“The existing Ukrainian gas pipeline not
only performs a transport function, but also
acts as a protection for Ukraine from possible aggression by the Russian Federation,”
he said on May 21. “At the same time, for
Russia, Nord Stream 2 is only a tool for
manipulating and achieving dominance in
Europe.”
Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy at a news conference in Kyiv on
May 20 said the completion of NS2 would
be “a personal loss” for Mr. Biden and a
“serious political victory” for Moscow.
The presidents of the U.S. and Russia are
scheduled to meet in the Swiss city of
Geneva on June 16 to discuss a variety of
issues, including the ongoing war in eastern Ukraine that Russia has waged since
April 2014 after illegally annexing the
Crimean Peninsula, killing more than
14,000 people.
Germany has also promised to discuss
the issue of maintaining gas flows through
Ukraine with Russia for diversifying the
continent’s energy flows and not leave
Ukraine exposed. Those talks that have yet
to begin.
Mr. Biden’s sanctions waiver prompted
Ukraine’s legislature to call on the U.S.
Congress to reverse Mr. Biden’s decision

and keep them in place.
The Verkhovna Rada urged Congress to
“use all available tools provided by U.S. law
to completely and irreversibly stop the construction of the Nord Stream 2 gas pipeline
by applying blocking sanctions against all
participants in this Russian geopolitical project, including Nord Stream 2 AG,” state-run
news agency Ukrinform reported on May 21.
In turn, Senate Republicans introduced
legislation on May 25 that would re-impose
sanctions and reverse Mr. Biden’s decision.
Sen. Kevin Cramer (R-N.D.) said the
administration was “acquiescing to a misguided German strategy which will give
[Vladimir] Putin a grip on our allies in
Europe.”
Harsher criticism came from Ukraine
observers.
Yale historian Timothy Snyder, who has
written extensively about the country, said
on Twitter that “it was always an outrage to
reward Russia with a pipeline for invading
Ukraine.”
Former Estonian President Toomas
Hendrik Ilves, who led the country during a
crippling Russian cyberattack in 2007, said
that a Germany government spokesperson
was against selling Kyiv arms, yet “it will,
however, continue a deal with Russia and a
Russian company…to build Nord Stream 2
that significantly harms Ukraine. They are
screwing Ukraine twice over. Are
Ukrainians... um... lesser humans?”

importer, wholesaler and retailer that still
offers vehicles made by Ford in addition to
those made by Volvo, Jaguar, Land Rover,
Porsche, Bentley and MG.
EBRD, which strives to invest at least a
$1 billion yearly in Ukraine, is known for
stringent compliance and qualification criteria for loans that are packaged with environmental and anti-corruption standards.
“It’s a good alignment with our core
vision,” Mr. Rondiak said of the loan and of
the timing, because during “economic crises…it’s cheaper to build. We plan to open
our Volvo dealership in Lviv in August next
to our Jaguar outlet.”
Too many times, he said, companies
enter Ukraine’s market “with a short-term
view to make a profit…we believe in
Ukraine because of our Ukrainian upbringing so we have a long-term growth strategy,
if that’s possible to say, given the country’s
volatility.”
In line with the company’s approach,
Winner Group has almost always
embarked on capital investment projects
“with our own cash flow,” without having to
borrow from outside sources, said Mr.
Rondiak who started with the company in
1995.
When Winner does borrow, it turns to
the U.S. government’s Overseas Private
Investment Corporation (OPIC), which is

also known for its rigorous lending requirements.
For example, in 2015 OPIC loaned $20
million to Winner Group so that the company could build a new Porsche dealership
along the 35 kilometers of highway that
connects downtown Kyiv to Boryspil
International Airport. Then in 2018,
Winner completed a Jaguar and Land Rover
dealership next door to the facility.
This is the company’s first EBRD loan,
and the facility Winner is building will
receive certification for Building Research
Establishment Environmental Assessment
Method (BREEAM) for environmental performance.
“They provide good access to capital at
good [lending] rates,” Mr. Rondiak said of
EBRD. “At the end of the day, we are in the
business of making money and reinvesting
that in Ukraine.”
In the past that has included donation
projects. Winner Group previously purchased a neonatal intensive care vehicle
that is being used in Lviv and it has sponsored the Ukrainian national soccer team.
Winner currently is a sponsor of the
national paratriathlon team as well as the
current domestic soccer league champion
Dynamo Kyiv.
During the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic,
the company donated seven Ford vehicles

for temporary use by doctors and medical
volunteers.
Mr. Rondiak likes to use car sales as a
metric for overall economic performance.
Car sales, according to him, usually have
a five-to-one correlation with how the
economy grows. The industry peaked in
2008 at the dawn of the global financial crisis with over 660,000 units being sold.
Last year, Ukrainians purchased and registered 85,500 passenger cars, a 3 percent
loss from 2019, the industry’s Ukrainian
Motor Vehicle Manufacturers Association
(Ukrautoprom) said.
In addition, Ford is changing its strategy
and “moving from passenger cars to focus
on its commercial vehicle line,” Mr. Rondiak
said.
To compensate for the passenger car
shortage, Winner secured exclusive distribution rights for the legendary MG British
automaker. The company is now owned by
Shanghai Automotive but its models are
still designed in London.
Both parties signed an overseas distribution agreement on April 7 and the MG
vehicles will be showcased next to
Winner’s Fords.
“MG cars are designed with European
drivers in mind; the brand offers sustainable, safe, smart, functional and attractively
priced vehicles,” the news release said.
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The Ukrainian Weekly
Nord Stream 2
Much has been written recently regarding the decision by U.S. President Joe
Biden to waive critical sanctions tied to the Nord Stream 2 pipeline. The Biden
administration did sanction several companies and ships that have continued to
work on the project, but it decided to waive sanctions on the main company
behind the project, Nord Stream 2 AG, and the company’s chief operating officer,
Matthias Warnig. In making the decision to waive sanctions against those two entities, the Biden administration cited national security interests. U.S. Secretary of
State Antony Blinken said the move was “in line with our commitments to
strengthen our Transatlantic relationships as a matter of national security.” Berlin
and the Kremlin hailed the news. That alone is telling.
The response from a bipartisan group of U.S. lawmakers was quick. In a joint
statement released on May 20, the co-chairs of the Congressional Ukraine Caucus
called NS2 “a bad deal for Europe” and a “Russian malign influence project.” More
importantly, the authors of the joint statement – Reps. Marcy Kaptur (D-Ohio),
Andy Harris (R-Md.), Mike Quigley (D-Ill.), and Brian Fitzpatrick (R-Pa.) – said that
U.S. relations with its close ally Germany “cannot be at the expense of transatlantic
and Ukrainian security.” Their statement also called Nord Stream 2 AG CEO
Matthias Warnig “a Putin crony and a former Stasi goon.”
Foreign policy experts have speculated that Mr. Biden needed to make the move
to curry favor with Germany before a crucial June 14 NATO meeting in Brussels.
They argue that in return for easing off on NS2 sanctions, Mr. Biden’s administration would ultimately push for Ukraine’s full membership in NATO. However, this
argument seems bruised by the recent news that Ukraine was not invited to the
upcoming NATO summit. As Ukraine has taken strides to combat corruption, it has
begun to push the issue of eventual NATO membership more vocally and forcefully.
“We understand the desire of our allies to hold a closed summit,” Ukrainian
Foreign Affairs Minister Dmytro Kuleba said on May 26. “But we do not understand how it is possible not to invite Ukraine.” Mr. Kuleba, standing next to
Secretary-General of the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe
Helga Schmid, said Ukraine was grateful to NATO for its “constant confirmation of
the open-door policy” to join the bloc, but he added that not a single step had been
taken since a 2008 summit in Bucharest in which NATO said Ukraine could eventually become a member.
“When we in Ukraine are accused of too slow reforms, what can we say about
the adoption and implementation of the decisions of the alliance, which have been
covered with dust for 13 years?” Mr. Kuleba said.
We share Mr. Kuleba’s frustration, and we, too, are incredibly disappointed by
Mr. Biden’s decision to waive sanctions on NS2. Actions speak louder than words.
While much has been said regarding Ukraine’s sovereignty and territorial integrity
and its path to NATO membership, the actions of both the Biden administration
and Ukraine’s European allies paint a different picture. How many more
Ukrainians must die defending Europe’s eastern flank from Russian aggression
before Europe and the U.S. learn and appreciate what they have in Ukraine? As we
wait for an answer, a war rages on and Ukraine defends the continent.

June

Turning the pages back...

1

Fifty-five years ago, on June 1, 1966, J. Edgar Hoover, director
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI), issued a statement
that was published in the June 1 issue of the FBI Law Enforce
ment Bulletin.
Commenting on the degradation of law enforcement in 1966,
“purposely in many instances, by the widespread and indiscriminate use of the term ‘police brutality,’” Mr. Hoover called the practice “a guilt-by-language
process.” He compared the blanket complaint of police brutality to the association of the
word juvenile with delinquency. Police brutality, Mr. Hoover added, “conjures up visions
of hulking men in uniform clubbing and beating innocent people. Rarely, however, does
the term fit the circumstances to which it is applied.”
Mr. Hoover continued: “We know there is a calculated and deliberate attempt by some
groups to inflame hostility against law enforcement by charging ‘police brutality’ without
cause… The term is bandied about in all media of communication without serious consideration as to its true meaning or its harmful effect on a profession which is charged with
enforcing the basic rules of civilized living.”
It was time, he noted, to get this “pet slogan” into a better perspective, as there have
been instances of misuse of force by enforcement officers, but such incidents were not as
prevalent as the public had been led to believe. “A general and accepted principle of the
law has been that an officer may use such force as is necessary to make lawful arrests,
protect his life, and perform other specific duties. Frequently, however, the choice is not
his to make; he has to use force or be maimed or killed and have the rights of all the people trampled by those who have no respect for law or due process. Even then, his best
efforts are not enough, as evidenced by the appalling number of officers assaulted and
killed each year.”
Policemen, he added, have the same basic rights as others, and should not be singled
out for ridicule by invalid blanket accusations. “The public, the press and law enforcement itself should launch a concerted drive to stop the semantic indictment of police,” Mr.
Hoover wrote.
To remedy the situation, Mr. Hoover suggested: “Allegations and incidents should be
reported and described in realistic, impartial and truthful terms. If an officer is assaulted
while making an arrest and uses undue force to subdue the person, then call it ‘undue
force.’ If an officer uses profane language to a citizen, then describe it as profane language.

1966

(Continued on page 8)
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Inaction is a sin
by Askold S. Lozynskyj
When I was young my mother dragged
me to church for recollections. The guest
speaker was Father Mudryj who later
became bishop. He said much of note but
the only phrase that left an impression on
this teenager at the time was, if you see
something wrong and you do nothing, this
is a sin. Frankly, I have tried to comfort
myself according to these words ever since.
Unarguably the single most important
issue for Ukraine is NATO membership.
This requires consensual action on the part
of the 30 NATO member countries affording Ukraine a Membership Action Plan. A
NATO Summit is scheduled for June 14 in
Brussels. Prior to that, the G-7 will meet in
London on June 11. To date, the NATO
Summit agenda does not include a discussion on MAP for Ukraine.
It seems to me that leaving Ukraine out
of NATO is quite simply wrong. Ukraine is a
democratic country, albeit with corruption
issues (every country has some level of corruption), but with the second greatest
defensive wherewithal in Europe. Some of
the NATO members, frankly, please excuse
me, are members of a military alliance in
name only. Consider the last two admissions: Montenegro and North Macedonia.
I reached out to the Ukrainian World
Congress and in particular the diaspora
communities in the United States, Canada,
Germany, France, Hungary and Belgium to
simply write letters to their country leaders
to support Ukraine NATO MAP. The UWC
has been entirely silent on this issue and in
response.
Unfortunately, this is not unusual. The
UWC is mostly a Canadian structure. Over
the last 12 years on issues requiring not
much, but some initiative and integrity, the
UWC has been missing in action. In fact, it
appears to have operated essentially as a
ministry of the Ukrainian government with
the assent of the Canadian government. It
seems to take direction from both. Perhaps
strangely enough it operated this way even
during the rogue term of former Ukrainian
President Viktor Yanukovich. For some
time now I have advocated that the UWC
move its main office and its mentality from
Canada to Europe.
During those years the UWC has been
very much intertwined with a U.S. think
tank generally favorably inclined towards
Ukraine. A significant amount of money
passes through both bank accounts.
Unfortunately, over the last few years, at
least three, the UWC has experienced financial shortfalls to the tune of several hundred thousand dollars annually. The subject
think tank is the Atlantic Council based in
Washington. While purporting to be independent, the Council takes direction from
the U.S. Department of State and the
Central Intelligence Agency.
The Atlantic Council website appears to
be entirely bereft of the three words
Ukraine NATO MAP and this is with seemingly Ukrainian members and benefactors.
A document was compiled in March titled,
“Biden and Ukraine: A Strategy for the New
Administration.” The authors include such

friends as Anders Aslund, William B. Taylor
and John E. Herbst. That paper refers to
deepening Ukraine’s integration with
NATO, brazenly referring to Bucharest
2008 but proffers additional defensive military equipment, establishment of a permanent NATO training center in Ukraine, an
increased NATO maritime presence in the
Black Sea and granting Ukraine major nonNATO ally status – everything but NATO
membership.
In the 1940s and 1950s, the U.S. State
Department and the CIA offered Ukrainians
all types of support except independence
because that would have offended the great
Russians. Today, NATO MAP for Ukraine
would offend the great Russians as well,
particularly the most offensive great
Russian Vladimir Putin.
The Ukrainian Canadian Congress is a
similar problem. Its history is a tale of caution, perhaps formulated at its inception
because the UCC was formed by the
Canadian government. I can only assume
that the UCC gets money and direction from
Canada and does Canada’s bidding. I struggled mightily to get the UCC to write a letter
to Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau
with no success. Finally, I gave up because,
let’s be frank, Canada does not really matter.
It will go the way of the United States. And
ultimately, the UCC will follow.
The central umbrella organizations of
Ukrainians in the United States, Germany
and France were most receptive and reactive. German and French support may be in
its infant stage requiring the retirement or
removal of German Chancellor Angela
Merkel and French President Emmanuel
Macron. The community in Hungary simply
ignored my request and that was disappointing since much work needs to be done
there. Hungary’s leader Viktor Orban is
much more pro Russia than pro Ukraine.
Unfortunately, the Ukrainian leadership
there is more Hungarian than Ukrainian.
The Ukrainian Belgian community is simply dead but, frankly, that does not matter
much, since Belgium is hardly a leader
except that it provides a venue.
I am optimistic that at the very least the
Brussels Summit will begin anew the discussion about Ukraine NATO MAP, essentially dormant since Bucharest 2008.
The lesson here is that this issue has
been dormant because the global community fears Russian President Vladimir Putin
and thus is not willing to stand up to him.
This is a form of appeasement. Ukraine has
been less than forceful and the global
Ukrainian diaspora community has been
cautious and has been taking direction
from its cautious, appeasing country leaders. Nevertheless, keeping Ukraine out of
NATO is wrong as defined by Father
Mudryj. Standing by and witnessing this
wrong while doing nothing is a sin. By the
way, mudryj means wise in Ukrainian.
Father Mudryj was not only wise. He was
principled and possessed great integrity.
Askold S. Lozynskyj is an attorney at law
based in New York City who served as president of the Ukrainian World Congress in
1998-2008.
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Is Nord Stream 2 in America’s national interest? The Helsinki Commission: 45 years of promoting
by Eugene Z. Stakhiv
President Joe Biden and Secretary of
State Antony Blinken invoked U.S. “national
interest” in allowing Russia and Germany
to proceed with completing the Nord
Stream 2 (NS2) pipeline, without explaining exactly what that interest was. How is it
in the U.S. national interest to place the
security of Europe’s sovereign nations at
risk by supporting the NS2 pipeline, in
partnership with a notoriously untrustworthy Russia, in exchange for short-term
energy security for Germany?
In his statement on May 19, Mr. Blinken
said that, “I have determined that it is in the
national interest of the United States to
waive the application of sanctions on Nord
Stream 2 AG, its CEO Matthias Warnig, and
Nord Stream 2 AG’s corporate officers.”
Mathias Warnig is Russian President
Vladimir Putin’s hand-picked executive to
run the pipeline. Mr. Warnig worked for the
East German state security service (Stasi),
where Mr. Putin met him as a young KGB
officer. Together, they will continue to use
the nefarious KGB and Stasi tradecraft to
further NS2 and undermine any opposition
to the pipeline.
Mr. Blinken’s statement concluded with
an internally contradictory message:
“Today’s actions demonstrate the administration’s commitment to energy security in
Europe, consistent with the president’s
pledge to rebuild relationships with our
allies and partners in Europe. We will continue to oppose the completion of this project, which would weaken European energy
security and that of Ukraine and Eastern
flank NATO and EU countries. Our opposition to the Nord Stream 2 pipeline is
unwavering.”
Mr. Blinken’s statement makes no sense,
though. Let’s simplify. The U.S. is committed to Europe’s energy security, while at the
same opposing the completion of the project by lifting sanctions on the project. This
is diplomatic double-speak, underlining a
confusing and disingenuous Biden administration foreign policy that does not bode
well for future insincere proclamations of
support for Ukraine.
This decision is clearly in Germany’s
national interest, though the U.S. national
interest is far from obvious because it seriously compromises both U.S. and EU longer-term national security interests, and
completely compromises the already fragile national security of Ukraine by making
Ukraine’s transit pipelines obsolete.
With both Nord Stream pipelines in
place, NS1 and NS2, Mr. Putin and Russia
can easily blackmail Europe by controlling
the flow of gas through the pipelines during
future disputes, as they did on January 1,
2006, when Russia cut off supply to Europe
as part of a dispute between Ukraine and
Russia over transit fees. It would be very
easy for Mr. Putin to manufacture a dispute
or an incident as an excuse to restrict the
flow of gas to Europe.
The concept of “national interest” is a
nebulous one that is used to cover any
actions deemed useful for advancing the
interests and goals of a nation. In foreign
Eugene Z. Stakhiv is a lecturer at Johns
Hopkins University and a visiting scholar at
the U.S. Army Institute for Water Resources.

affairs, it is promoting a nation’s objectives
and ambitions in the international domain,
be they economic, military or cultural. In
this instance, invoking the national interest
is a weak excuse used to divert criticism
from an inexplicably bad decision.
The basis for this solicitous attitude
towards Germany may be found in the language of the “Protecting Europe’s Energy
Security Act of 2019” [PEESA; Sec. 7502]:
“It is the sense of Congress that the relationships between the United States and
Europe and the United States and Germany
are critical to the national security interests
of the United States as well as to global
prosperity and peace, and Germany in particular is a crucial partner for the United
States in multilateral efforts aimed at promoting global prosperity and peace.”
The Biden administration is eager to
restore close ties with Germany that were
ruptured during the Trump administration.
During his first foreign policy speech as
president, Mr. Biden announced that he is
halting the Trump administration’s
planned U.S. troop withdrawal from
Germany until the Department of Defense
completes a Global Posture Review of U.S.
forces. One would think that Mr. Biden’s
professed multilateral policies and recent
actions rejoining the Paris Climate Accords
and negotiations with Iran would be
enough to signal that the U.S. will, once
again, be a strong EU ally.
Ostentatiously currying Germany’s
‘favor’ by agreeing to the NS2 pipeline is an
insufficient motive to invoke U.S. national
interest as the basis for this flawed decision. Congenial working relations among
allies are the stuff of conventional diplomacy. Mr. Biden has made clear his desire to
rebuild relationships with European allies.
One would expect something substantive in
return from Germany.
Why should the U.S. be currying
Germany’s favor, especially on a matter this
important, which clearly will subvert the
security of the EU? Over the past three
decades, since the first Gulf War in 1991,
Germany has been an unsteady and inconsistent ally of the U.S. within NATO, the U.N.
and other international fora. Germany sat
out the second Gulf War. A 2017 Pew poll in
NATO countries found Germans were the
least likely to support defending fellow
allies against Russian attack, as mandated
by Article 5 of the alliance’s charter.
Germany has lived under America’s and
NATO’s protective umbrella for the past 75
years. Germany enjoys protection from a
U.S.-installed Patriot missile defense system, but was against installing a similar
system in Poland and Romania, two NATO
partners. Mr. Trump installed those systems, after former U.S. President Barack
Obama cancelled them in 2009, after
strong pressure from Germany and France,
among others.
Germany opposed delivering offensive
weapons to Ukraine. Despite being the richest nation in the EU, Germany has failed to
meet its NATO defense commitment of 2
percent of GDP, while insisting that the U.S.
keep 50,000 troops in the country.
It is clear that Germany routinely and
vigorously pursues its own national selfinterest at the expense of European allies
(Continued on page 15)

human rights, democracy, peace and security
Part 1

Forty-five years ago on June 3, 1976,
over the strong, and thankfully unsuccessful, objection of Henry Kissinger’s State
Department, a bill creating the Commission
on Security and Cooperation in Europe,
commonly known as the U.S. Helsinki
Commission, was signed into law. For more
than 35 of those 45 years, I had the privilege to work for this small U.S. government
agency located on Capitol Hill, which promotes peace, security, human rights,
democracy and the rule of law. The work
was meaningful and fulfilling, and reflected
many of the values I was raised with,
including in my grade-school through gradschool Catholic education.
The Helsinki Commission derives its
name from the 1975 Helsinki Final Act
(heretofore referred to as the Final Act),
when leaders of 35 countries, including the
Soviet Union, agreed on a broad range of
measures designed to enhance security and
cooperation. One of the most consequential agreements of the last half of the 20th
century, it included provisions to respect
human rights and fundamental freedoms
and to expand contacts between people.
The Final Act launched what is often
called the Helsinki process – initially called
the Conference on Security and Coopera
tion in Europe (CSCE). The Helsinki process
played a key role in the dissolution of the
Soviet Union and restoration of the independence of the countries dominated by
Moscow. Soon after, CSCE evolved into the
Organization for Security and Cooperation
in Europe (OSCE), which has expanded to
now include 57 participating states.
How does the Helsinki Commission fit in
to this larger Helsinki process? Members
of Congress almost immediately saw the
opportunity presented by this milestone
agreement to press the Soviet and other
Communist governments on human rights.
A mere month following the Final Act’s
signing, Rep. Millicent Fenwick (R-N.J.)
introduced legislation creating a commission to monitor and encourage compliance
by all signatory countries with the Final
Act, especially its human rights and humanitarian provisions.
The makeup of the Commission was
quite unusual for a federal agency, as it had
members from both the legislative and
executive branches: not only Senators and
Representatives from both parties, who
constituted the majority of Commissioners,
but also representatives from the State,
Defense and Commerce Departments. This
structure has served the Commission well
throughout its history and has made it
more impactful than if it had been wholly in
one branch of the government.
The Kissinger State Department strongly
opposed Rep. Fenwick’s legislation because
they saw the conduct of foreign policy within the purview of the Executive Branch, and
felt that such a Commission would step on
their turf. Moreover, human rights were
rather low on the list of U.S. foreign policy
priorities at the time. But with strong support from Soviet Jewry, Baltic, Ukrainian
and other Central and East European
Orest Deychakiwsky may be reached at
odeychak@gmail.com.

groups, Congress overwhelmingly voted for
the Commission’s establishment.
Led during the Cold War by House and
Senate chairs and co-chairs of the Commis
sion – Reps. Dante Fascell (D-Fla.) and Steny
Hoyer (D-Md.), and Sens. Bob Dole (R-Kan.),
Alfonse D’Amato (R-N.Y.) and Dennis
DeConcini (D-Ariz.) – it became a leading
voice in calling attention to human rights violations in the Soviet bloc. Not surprisingly,
the Soviets and their allies were not pleased.
The Commission’s professional, nonpartisan staff wrote numerous public
reports, speeches and Congressional resolutions, and organized many Congressional
hearings and briefings. In addition to raising public awareness, the Commission
encouraged our own government to make
human rights a centerpiece of foreign policy in general and, more narrowly, in our
relations with the Soviet Union and the
other communist countries of Eastern
Europe. For instance, we pushed the State
Department to become more assertive in
discussing specific instances of rights violations, including “naming names” of individual cases of political prisoners. After a
while, some of our more cautious European
allies began to follow suit.
In addition to our work in Washington,
Congressional Commissioners and
Commission staff, including myself, were
integral members of official U.S. delegations
to the CSCE/OSCE. We served alongside the
State Department and other agencies to
multi-year conferences of the then-35
Helsinki signatories in Belgrade (19771978), Madrid (1980-1983), and Vienna
(1986-1989), as well as to meetings of limited duration in Budapest, Ottawa, Bern,
Paris, Copenhagen and Moscow in the
1980s and early 1990s. These conferences
were the principal diplomatic forum for
calling out the Soviet Union and its allies
for their egregious suppression of rights
and freedoms. Various communities,
including representatives from the
Ukrainian diaspora in the United States and
Canada – most notably the Human Rights
Commission of the World Congress of Free
Ukrainians – would travel to these meetings to advocate on behalf of their brethren.
A key focus of Commission activity in its
first decade was defending Soviet prisoners
of conscience and other dissidents, with
special attention to the Helsinki Monitoring
Groups that were formed in Moscow,
Ukraine, Lithuania, Armenia and Georgia
and several affiliated Soviet groups. These
courageous citizen groups pressed the
Soviet government to live up to the human
rights commitments that they had freely
undertaken in the Helsinki Final Act. The
Ukrainian Helsinki Group was the largest
and most repressed of these groups. The
Commission, with the active support of the
Ukrainian American and Lithuanian
American communities, did much to draw
attention to the Ukrainian and Lithuanian
monitors, because at the time the focus of
the U.S. government and the media was
directed more on what was happening in
the Soviet capital, Moscow, and not on the
non-Russian republics.
The Commission also devoted considerable attention to the plight of Soviet Jewry
(Continued on page 10)
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Ukraine takes...
(Continued from page 1)
was unfair or even politically motivated.
International journalist Serhiy
Sydorenko noted that the Ukrainianlanguage song at Eurovision had become a
“test” for countries for which the Slavic language is the primary language. Poland,
Moldova, Russia, the Czech Republic,
Croatia, Serbia, Slovenia, Bulgaria and
Northern Macedonia gave Ukraine zero
points. However, the results of voting from
spectators in these countries were often
the opposite.
“Yes, of course, it’s just a song contest,
no politics,” Mr. Sydorenko said ironically.
Ms. Pavlenko said that Shum (noise in
Ukrainian) is based on a round dance and a
game of the same name. Shum is an ancient
Ukrainian spring song, which dates back to
pre-Christian times and rituals related to
nature.
Folklorists have been studying it for
many years. Borys Hrinchenko and famed
Ukrainian historian Mykhailo Hrushevsky
wrote about Shum. As Lydia Kozar, candi-

date of philological sciences, wrote in an
article on spring rituals, in such dances and
spring songs as Shum, “features of an animistic worldview” have been preserved.
Animism is the belief that all objects, as
well as animals and plants, have a soul. The
concept derives from ancient traditions
and beliefs. Later, those ideas took shape in
various pagan cults and later disappeared
or were revised under Christian influence.
Ethnographer Valeriy Voitovych in the
book “Myths and Legends of Ancient
Ukraine,” notes that “Noise” is an appeal to
the god of the forest Noise (or Noisy) to
wake up nature in the spring. In some
south Slavic languages, including Serbian,
the word “shum” still means forest.
Frequent repetitions in the text of words
with the Ukrainian letter “sh” originate
from magic spells, for example, to make
trees bloom faster. Much later, already in
Christian times, the spring song “Noise”
included a round dance performed on
Easter. At the same time, according to Mr.
Hrushevskyy, “humorous parody rhymes”
were added to the song when “the round
dance went down to simple fun.”
“The basis of this song is a rite that
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Ukrainians performed in the spring: they
called for spring with noise. It was all done
collectively. It was believed that if we did
something together, the common desire
would come true,” Ms. Pavlenko told Focus
magazine.
“All Ukrainian rituals are based on the
fact that people gathered together and
believed that songs have magical powers.
In particular, the call of spring was an
essential ritual. People went out, sang and
thus they believed that spring would come
sooner,” she said during an interview with
Radio NV.
Ms. Pavlenko also noted that all this is
the belief of Ukrainian Polissya.
“This year, I went very deep into the rituals of Chornobyl Polissya and Polissya in
general. There were completely different
rites and even different beliefs among
Ukrainians. It was exciting. They gave magical powers to each subject that they surrounded, and they believed that the noise
is the spirit of the forest,” Ms. Pavlenko
said.
In an interview with the Ukrainian
national broadcaster, Ms. Pavlenko said
that she had to learn to sing anew after a
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part of her lungs was removed. She underwent two operations to remove a tumor in
her lungs.
“My sound isn’t formed in my lungs nor
my bronchi as there is not much space
there. Especially, this concerns high notes.
It vibrates somewhere in me; I don’t know
how it gets there. You can hear me gasping
it all the time. There’s a charm to it because
you can hear me gasping, though I have no
problem at all with this manner of singing.
I can take a note and sustain it for a very
long time, and I don’t even know how it
works,” Ms. Pavlenko said.
Go_A was chosen from Ukraine to participate in Eurovision in 2020 when the
musicians performed the song
“Nightingale.” However, due to the coronavirus pandemic, the competition could not
be held.
The organizers of Eurovision decided
that in 2021 they would not allow old
songs. At the same time, each country
decided whether to leave in place competitors who were already qualified for the
contest or conduct a new selection.
Martin Österdahl, the executive supervisor of the Eurovision Song Contest, said
that, “We made it our mission to bring back
the world’s largest live music event this
year despite all the challenges posed by the
pandemic, and we couldn’t be happier
with, and more grateful for, the incredible
work [all the organizers] have invested
over the past two years.”
Approximately 6,000 people helped
produce this year’s contest. A strict health
and safety protocol included mandatory
social distancing, mask-wearing, and regular COVID-19 tests for all attendees. Over
26,000 tests were conducted for the crew,
delegations, volunteers and press throughout the event.
Since making its debut in 2003, Ukraine
has participated in Eurovision 16 times.
Ukraine has won the contest twice: in 2004
with “Wild Dances” by Ruslana and in
2016 with the song “1944” by Jamala, thus
becoming the first Eastern European country to win the contest twice. Ukraine hosted the 2005 and 2017 contests in Kyiv.
Only Ukraine has qualified for the semifinals every year. Australia had also previously qualified for every semifinal, but it
did not make the cut in 2021.

Turning...
(Continued from page 6)
If an officer is thought to be biased or prejudiced in his treatment of groups and individuals, then the complaint should so state.
But the constant cry of ‘police brutality’ as
a catch phrase, exploited and used as camouflage for illegal conduct, is dead wrong. It
is a stigmatization of police by rote.”
Police interactions in the United States
today have been the source of recent mass
protests that have erupted into violent
riots, resulting in lawlessness in major U.S.
cities. Rhetoric among protesters and rioters has shifted between complaints of racism and police brutality, or a combination
of both, as calls to defund the police from
activists continue to echo.
From the Ukrainian experience, under
the Soviet Union and in modern independent Ukraine, law enforcement was used as
a means of control and fear, but it also created an environment for the political elites
to remain above the law, as in Russia today
under Vladimir Putin. The need continues
for people to speak the truth when describing violations of the law, whether committed by the public, law enforcement officers
or world leaders.
Source: “Law enforcement – yes, police
brutality – no,” The Ukrainian Weekly, June
11, 1966.

No. 22

THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY

9

SUNDAY, MAY 30, 2021

Plast scouts take part in summer camps at the Pysanij Kamin (left), Novyi Sokil (center) and Vovcha Tropa campgrounds.

Plast to hold limited summer camps in summer 2021
by Andreya Pencak
Last summer, the pandemic resulted in
the first missed in-person summer camps
for Plast Ukrainian Scouting Organization
in the U.S.A. For many young scouts it
meant a quick pivot to virtual camps,
thanks to extraordinary efforts by Regional
Camping Committees (OTK), creative counselors and parents, and enthusiastic plastuny (scouts). Since then, scouts have been
attending virtual weekly meetings, socially
distanced meetups with friends, and
Zooming with friends and family – anything
to connect with those they have dearly
missed.
This year, the Regional Camping
Committees (OTK) of multiple Plast campgrounds are working to create and plan
camps that can be conducted safely. Their
goal is to allow young scouts to safely
reunite and reconnect with their friends,
take a break from their screens and get out
into nature. Nobody ever imagined attend-

ing camp wearing a mask, but the campground administrators are working on creating a space where it is safe for campers to
return to camp once again.
This summer there will be in-person
camps running at Pysanij Kamin in
Middlefield, Ohio, at Vovcha Tropa in East
Chatham, N.Y., and at Novyi Sokil in North
Collins, N.Y., from July 10-24. Planning is
underway for other specialized camps
throughout the summer. There is also consideration for a virtual camp this summer
for those who cannot or decide not to
attend in-person camps. This virtual camp
is also in the early stages of planning.
This year’s camps will be two weeks,
rather than the usual three weeks. The
Regional Camping Committees of all three
campgrounds have been in constant contact with national Plast leadership and local
health departments to ensure they are taking the proper precautions. Additionally,
they continue to remain vigilant and are
staying up to date with Centers for Disease

Control and Prevention (CDC) guidelines,
which will be strictly enforced at camps
this year. All camps will follow similar protocols, the priority being keeping campers
and staff safe.
Prior to arrival, everyone attending
camp, volunteering or working will be
required to isolate and provide a negative
COVID-19 test result. In accordance with
CDC guidance on overnight camps, COVID19 vaccination of anyone eligible to receive
the COVID-19 vaccine, currently 16 years of
age or older and who will be staying on the
campgrounds, will be required. Vaccination
of all participants of the leadership development camps will also be required.
Before camps start, counselors will participate in required training to make sure
they are prepared to create and maintain a
safe but fun environment at camp. Once at
camp, one of the biggest changes that
campers and staff will face this summer is
having to wear masks and partake in daily
symptom and temperature checks. Masks

will be required at all times other than at
meals, pool time, showers, while sleeping
and designated socially distanced maskfree time. Campers will be assigned to
cohorts for purposes of minimizing contact
and to facilitate contact tracing should anybody develop symptoms or test positive. To
further minimize contact and the risk of
COVID-19 transmission, none of the campers or counselors (and all but selected
staff) will leave and return to the campground once camp starts.
While there may not be field trips at
camp this year, the camp leadership and
the counselors are doing everything they
can to make this year’s camps memorable.
Each camp will still have a theme and camp
song. The campers will continue to be
encouraged to be active and engage in noncontact/minimum contact activities where
social distancing is possible. On those hot
summer days, the campers will still be able
(Continued on page 10)
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Crimean Tatar community and others who
have spoken out against Russia’s takeover
of the peninsula. (RFE/RL’s Crimea.
Realities)
Russian passports a step toward annexation

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelens
kyy has called Moscow’s recent move to
distribute Russian passports to residents in
the eastern Ukrainian regions of Donetsk
and Luhansk – jointly known as the Donbas
– “a big problem” and the first step toward
the annexation of the area. Speaking at a
wide-ranging press conference on May 20
to mark his second year in office, Mr.
Zelenskyy said resolving the ongoing conflict between Russia-backed separatists
and Ukrainian armed forces in the Donbas,
the “de-occupation” of Russia-annexed
Crimea and the continuation of the fight
against oligarchs remain his priorities.
“This is definitely the first step, because the
same thing happened once in Crimea,

Plast...
(Continued from page 9)
to cool off in the pool with their cohorts.
Camp may feel different this year, but the
counselors have a unique opportunity to
plan creative new activities that allow plastuny to enjoy each other’s company while
remaining safely socially distanced.
Additionally, the campers will also be able
to participate in the activities they look forward to each year, such as camp fires, crafting, a talent show, merit badges and more.
The head of the Regional Camp Committee
at Pysanij Kamin, Stephanie Tatar, is optimistic that camps will take place this summer.
“Our campers’ favorite parts of camp
remain: we will gather under the stars for
vatras, we will sing our favorite songs, and
we will spend time rekindling friendships
and forging new ones. No pandemic can take
away the camaraderie, the making of incredible memories and the preparation of our
future leaders. Our OTK, in conjunction with
the [camp] Medical Advisory Committee, are

The Helsinki...
(Continued from page 7)
and on religious rights, including those of
Pentecostals, who constituted a disproportionate number of Soviet prisoners of conscience. The Commission was very much
in the forefront on advocating for the legalization of the then-banned Ukrainian
Catholic Church.
Another issue which took up considerable Helsinki Commission effort during the
1970s and much of the 1980s was what
was then called human contacts. People living in the Soviet bloc, especially the Soviet
Union, were denied the right to reunite
with their relatives in the West. Among my
first jobs at the Commission was to manage
case lists of thousands of individuals denied
this fundamental right – mostly Soviet Jews
and Romanians. My colleagues and I also
worked on cases of Soviet citizens who

Crimea residents were given Russian passports. This is a big problem,” Mr. Zelenskyy
said during the three-hour news conference. According to the official TASS news
agency, more than 527,000 Russian passports have been distributed in the Donbas
since April 2019. Relations between
Moscow and Kyiv collapsed after Russia
annexed the Ukrainian region of Crimea in
2014 and Russia-backed separatists took
control of a chunk of eastern Ukraine that
same year. They have worsened in recent
months after the two countries blamed
each other for an increase in fighting in
eastern Ukraine, and Russia – in what it
called a defensive exercise – massed troops
on its western border with Ukraine and in
Crimea. Mr. Zelenskyy said his government
has plans on how to resolve the conflict in
the Donbas and called again for talks with
Russian President Vladimir Putin on the
issue to be held either in the conflict zone or
“a neutral territory.” He lauded Ukraine’s
Western partners for helping ease tensions
in relations between the two countries and
(Continued on page 14)

working tirelessly to make this camp a safe,
fun and incredibly rewarding experience for
our campers,” Ms. Tatar said.
At the training for camp staff, counselors
learn to be flexible and to think outside the
box. This year, counselors also participated
in a new course on recognizing mental
health issues and meeting camper and staff
needs. The Plast Oath includes that a scout
should be level headed, in good spirits and
should take initiative. This challenging year
has empowered Plast to make the best of
what scouts have been taught throughout
their years as members of Plast. With that,
all Plastuny will work their hardest to make
sure that camp this year is the best it can be.
For additional information, readers may
visit the Plast U.S.A. website, plastusa.org.
Information is also available at the website
of each individual camp: Pysanyj Kamin
(pysanyjkamin.org), Vovcha Tropa (vovchatropa.org), and Novyi Sokil (novyisokil.org).
Andreya Pencak is the press director for
Plast Ukrainian Scouting Organization in
the U.S.A.

were not even allowed to reunite with their
spouses in the United States – in some
instances after multi-decade absences – or
to even visit their families.
The Helsinki Commission was a staunch
advocate for human rights in Poland,
Czechoslovakia and other Eastern European
countries, and in particular speaking out in
defense of Poland’s Solidarity movement
and Czechoslovakia’s Charter 77. We also
spoke out on issues that received little international attention at the time, and have been
all but forgotten now. One that I worked on
was the Bulgarian Communist government’s
brutal attempts in the 1980s to forcibly
assimilate its Turkish minority. Various
Commission delegations, Congressional
hearings and reports helped shine the light
on this egregious violation of the Final Act.
In my next column (Part 2), I will discuss
the Commission’s work starting from the
late 1980s, as the Soviet empire began to
unravel, to the present day.

YAROSLAVA TKACHUK, Realtor
Real estate sale and purchase
in Hunter, NY, and surrounding area.
Cell: 518-653-7742
Email: ytkachuk07@gmail.com
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2021 UOL Convention moves online All Saints Camp announces
2021 summer camps
Ukrainian Orthodox League

PHILADELPHIA – The 74th annual
Convention of the Ukrainian Orthodox
League (UOL) will be held online in a virtual
format this year on July 24. Scheduled to be
hosted in Philadelphia by the St. Vladimir
Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral UOL chapter
(originally planned for July 22-25), the UOL
National Executive Board – after consultations with the Philadelphia Convention
Committee and the hierarchs of the
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the U.S.A.
(UOC-U.S.A.) – announced in May that the
2021 convention will be held online.
Determining factors that led to the decision included: the financial burden of the
hotel contract if attendance dropped; the
short change of notice would prevent an
adjustment of plans by the Convention
Committee; and a poll conducted by the
UOL Senior and Junior chapters showed
that multiple UOL chapters voted for an “all

virtual” convention.
It is hoped that the virtual format will
result in a more focused direction for the
new UOL National Executive Board, especially in the work of Commissions and
Committees through breakout sessions on
specific topics or Committees/Commis
sions.
The UOL National Executive Board
invites all delegates and members to participate as the organization continues its
mission: “Dedicated to our Church;
Devoted to Its Youth.”
There are ongoing plans to host a faceto-face UOL social event in the fall of 2021,
as well as a meeting of the Junior UOL
National Executive Board, many of whom
are graduating and will become members
of the Senior UOL.
The 2022 UOL Convention is scheduled
to be hosted in Carnegie, Pa. For additional
information, readers may visit the UOL
website, www.uolofusa.org.

Kobzarska Sich announces
vision for 2021 bandura camps
by Mykola Deychakiwsky

DETROIT – The past year and a half has
brought great challenges to all of humanity
in practically all aspects of life, and the
North American bandura scene was no
exception. Sadly, last summer all four bandura camps had to be cancelled due to
COVID-19. While the virtual Bandura
Hangouts course offered some summer
bandura activity, it was no replacement for
a live, in-person bandura camp. This summer will still include some restrictions and
challenges due to the pandemic – but
thankfully Kobzarska Sich will take place!
And, despite still many uncertainties, there
is much that can be accomplished.
Everyone who attends will be able to
become a better musician, even if adaptations may have to be in place that are not
typical at a Kobzarska Sich bandura camp.
One anticipated big difference is that it
will likely not be possible to put on a “typical” Kobzarska Sich final concert (although
a “final show” could still be recorded and
later streamed). There will be a lower number of full-group ensemble pieces, and correspondingly less time spent in full-group
rehearsals. This, however, leaves space for
some other horizons, as follows:
• A greater emphasis on individual and
small group performance skills and experience. This would help instill a series of
internal shows where students will perform for each other. Thus, students are likely to work on not only a few full ensemble
and group pieces, but individual and small
ensemble numbers.
• More stress on advancing not only
technique, but interpretative skills and
musicianship on the individual level. Focus
will stress not only having students
become better players/singers, but better
performers.
• Familiarization, “testing out” and even
experimenting with more music that isn’t
necessarily going to be performed at internal shows or the final concert, including
(hopefully!) combinations with other
instruments: if prospective students play
other instruments, they are encouraged to
please bring them with you!
• For advanced bandura players, for
those that are interested, there will be
some “teaching how to teach bandura” curriculum and student teaching opportunities.

• Electives – these will perhaps not be
as extensive as during the 2019 Kobzarska
Sich 40th anniversary camp, but there will
be some. Once organizers have a better
idea of who will attend, a plan will be made
to tailor electives to students’ needs and
interests.
• More opportunities to listen to and
learn about not only various kinds of
Ukrainian (especially bandura) music, but
also the context from which that music
grew.
Apropos of the last item, 2021 is the
150th anniversary of the birth of Ukraine’s
greatest female writer, Lesia Ukrainka. The
camp theme is planned to focus on one of
her greatest works, the play Forest Song.
While the repertoire will go far beyond just
works composed to Lesia Ukrainka’s lyrics,
there will be a few of those. Time will also
be spent learning about her and her contributions to Ukrainian literature and to kobzar art.
Camp registration

Registration for Kobzarska Sich is open
through June 15, and any applications
received after the deadline will incur late
fees. Scholarship applications must be
received by June 1. Recipients of needsbased scholarships will be notified promptly of the decision to support their application; recipients of merit-based scholarships
will be notified June 15.
Organizers understand that sometimes
circumstances are such that people are not
able to fully determine their schedules by
this deadline. However, it cannot be guaranteed that there will be space available
after June 15. If there is the possibility of
accepting participants after the deadline, a
late registration fee of $100 will be
assessed.
Camp programs for 2021 include a combined bandura workshop and choral workshop on two simultaneous learning tracks
(Bandura and Folk Song and Folklore), July
25 through August 7 – a Bandura course
for players age 12 and over, and a Folk Song
and Folklore Course for ages 16 and over.
In addition to the aforementioned offerings, an elective program will allow participants to customize the experience, with the
courses determined by responses provided
from a questionnaire.
(Continued on page 15)

All Saints Camp
EMLENTON, Pa. – The
Executive Committee, staff
and volunteers of All Saints
Camp (ASC) are pleased to
announce the return of summer programming at its summer home in Emlenton, Pa.
In keeping with the best
practices regarding COVID19 prevention as specified by
the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention, and
the American Camp Associa
tion, camp organizers have made modifications to the normal camp schedule and program. The camp experience will look and
feel slightly different this summer, but the
utmost thought has been put into planning
a safe and fun experience for all campers
and staff.
Safety protocols for the camps are specified in the Guidance for Operating Youth
and Summer Camps During COVID-19:
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019ncov/community/schools-childcare/summer-camps.html. Those who plan to attend
or register a camper this summer are
strongly advised to review this resource.
The dates for the Ukrainian Orthodox
Church Camping Ministry programs are as
follows:
• Virtual Week for Diocesan Church
School Camp and Teenage Conference: June
28 through July 2
• Diocesan Church School Camp (ages
10-13): July 5-9
• Teenage Conference (ages 14-18): July
11-16
• Mommy & Me/Daddy & Me (ages 4-9
and parent/s): August 8-11
• St. Nicholas Special Needs Family
Camp (all ages): August 13-16
• Family Fest (all ages): September 3-6
For more information about these programs and to register, readers may visit
https://uocyouth.org/campingministry.
Kobzarska Sich Bandura and Choral
Summer Programs, organized and sponsored by the Ukrainian Bandurist Chorus,
are scheduled for July 25 through August 7

at All Saints Camp. For additional information, readers can visit the Kobzarska Sich
website, www.banduracamp.org.
All Saints Camp is hiring a number of
paid and volunteer positions. Eligible candidates must be 14 years old or older, and
opportunities include camp program, facilities and food service.
Questions, comments or concerns may
be directed to Josh Oryhon, camp manager
of All Saints Camp, by e-mail, josho@allsaintscamp.org, or telephone, 724-8675811.
Purchased in 1978 through the initiative
of the Pittsburgh Deanery of the Ukrainian
Orthodox Church of the U.S.A. (UOC-U.S.A.),
and the Ukrainian Orthodox League of the
U.S.A., All Saints Camp has continued to
grow with the addition of buildings, a
swimming pool, basketball and tennis
courts, a pavilion and St. Thomas Chapel.
All Saints Camp continues to expand to
meet the needs of the youth of the UOCU.S.A. as well as other renters who use the
facility throughout the course of the year. A
Capital Campaign was launched in 2019
with the aim of raising funds to support
the camp for the next 50 years. Donations
can be made by contacting Michael
Nakonachny, chairperson of the fundraising committee, by e-mail, michael@allsaintscamp.org, or telephone, 440-5033151.
Readers are encouraged to follow All
Saints Camp (@allsaintscamp) on social
media #ASC2021. For additional information, readers can visit the All Saints Camp
website, www.allsaintscamp.org.

Yara presentation celebrates
The Ukrainian Museum’s reopening
Yara Arts Group

NEW YORK – Yara Arts Group celebrated
the reopening of the galleries of The
Ukrainian Museum in New York with a special virtual event “Yara’s Traditional Arts:
Hutsul Cheese Horses” about a unique
Easter tradition.
Widely known are pysanky (traditional
Ukrainian decorated Easter eggs), or paska
(Ukrainian Easter bread), or haivky (traditional Ukrainian Easter songs and dances).
But little is known about the Easter tradition of giving children “konyky” or little
horses made of cheese on the Thursday
before Easter.
Maria Sokolovska Zelenschuk, a native
of the Carpathian Mountain region of

Ukraine, provided a video presentation
about the process and secrets that she has
learned over her 12 years of experience
making konyky. Ms. Zelenchuk is from the
village of Bukovets, and has lived in
Kryvorivnia since her marriage to Ivan
Zelenchuk in 1975.
A video link for the presentation can be
found by visiting the Yara Arts Group website, www.yaraartsgroup.net, where visitors can find previous presentations by
Yara Arts Group from 2020 and 2021.
Yara’s Virtual Events are made possible
with public funds from New York’s State
Council on the Arts, the New York City
Department of Cultural Affairs, the Self
Reliance (N.Y.) Foundation and contributions from the friends of Yara Arts Group.
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Chicago community celebrates both historic and contemporary heroes of Ukraine
by Maria Korkatsch-Groszko
CHICAGO – Initiated by the Ukrainian
organization “Pomarancheva Khvylia,” in
collaboration with the Ukrainian Congress
Committee of America-Illinois Division, the
Ukrainian community of Chicago gathered
on May 22 to celebrate Heroes’ Day of
Ukraine.
Members of the Ukrainian community

gathered at the Ukrainian National
Museum of Chicago for this year’s commemoration. Vasyl Tretyak served as master of ceremonies for the event.
The day is dedicated to all Ukrainians
who gave their lives for the freedom and
independence of Ukraine throughout the
entire history of the nation, from those who
fought on behalf of Kyivan Rus to those
Ukrainians currently defending their coun-

Maria Klimchak

Pictured during a commemoration of Heroes’ Day of Ukraine in Chicago on May 22 are
(from left to right) Roman Yatskivskyy, Natalia Onysko, the Rev. Ivan Lymar, Motria
Melnyk, Maria Korkatsch-Groszko, Consul General of Ukraine Serhiy Koledov,
Andrew Futey, Marta Farion, Ihor Diaczun, Maria Dziuma and Lydia Tkaczuk

The UNA ANNoUNces
ScholarShipS and awardS
for StudentS attending college
in the 2021-2022 academic year.
Students wishing to apply for a UNA scholarship or award must meet
the following criteria:
l Have been an active, premium-paying UNA member for at least
two years by June 1st of 2021;
l Have had a life insurance policy or an annuity, valued at a minimum
of $5,000 during the last two years (term policies excluded);
l Be enrolled in an accredited college or university in USA or Canada.
The application for a UNA scholarship or award must be postmarked no
later than June 1, 2021.
For complete details and applications, please call the UNA Home Office
or visit the Our Benefits page on the UNA website at:
www.UNAInc.org

Ukrainian National Association, Inc.
2200 Route 10, Parsippany, NJ 07054
800-253-9862 ext. 3035

try in the ongoing war in the Donbas. The
day was first celebrated in 1941 on May 23,
which is the day most Ukrainians in the
west of the country commemorate the
country’s heroes.
The gathering began with the singing of
the U.S. national anthem by Ksenya Lev
kovych and the Ukrainian national anthem
by Solomia Khudyk. A recognition of speakers and guests followed. Those recognized
included Andriy B. Futey, president of the

Ukrainian Congress Committee of America
and vice-president of the Ukrainian World
Congress; Consul General of Ukraine in
Chicago Serhiy Koledov; Dan I. Diaczyn,
president of the Ukrainian Congress
Committee of America-Illinois Division; the
Rev. Ivan Lymar of St. Volodymyr Ukrainian
Orthodox Cathedral in Chicago; Roman
Yatskivskyy, president of “Pomarancheva
(Continued on page 15)

Battle for Survival
by Vasil Shershen

Soft cover, approx 193 pgs, comes in green and red.

A company of a Fusilier Battalion of the
Ukrainian Division conducts a grueling
rearguard action out of the Brody encirclement.
Costs - $20.00, including shipping and handling.
Can be ordered at:
United Ukrainian American Relief Committee
1206 Cottman Ave., Philadelphia, PA 19111
Phone # 215-728-1630
Please make checks payable to the UUARC.

All the proceeds go to the needy families of veterans of ATO.
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Sports and politics

On the fence with Olha Kharlan
Personal philosophies, words of wisdom,
deep reflections and opinions matter, especially when they emanate from an established competitive spirit who has repeatedly proven herself on the international stage.
Young and old can always benefit from an
injection of a winning formula when
espoused by someone with character, passion and a superior work ethic, in many
ways a role model.
In this case, such a role model is 29-yearold fencing champion Olha Kharlan. Since
graduating from cadets in 2005, Kharlan
has won 43 total medals in individual and
team saber competitions, including 18 gold
medals. Her first success was the national
Junior title, won at age 13 against teenagers
up to five years older. She captured four

strength with a strong upbringing, citing
herself as an example, claiming her mother
as the role model she followed. Kharlan
likes to chat it up at competitions, believing
peace and quiet can toy with your mindset
and preparation. People should always be
treated with respect and kindness – no ego
trips or star power toward friends or fans.
Popularity is acceptable in the sports
world, but not allowed in one’s personal
life. Her family and countrymen who cheer
for her and rejoice in her victories motivate
her drive for continued success in her
sport.
The sport of fencing

Her godfather introduced Kharlan to
fencing and went on to be her first coach.
Anatoliy Shlikar suggested the
sport to her mother, who agreed,
and the youngster learned the
– My dream is to have a
basics, settling on the saber as
happy family, for all of
weapon of choice a year into training. For some two years at the
my relatives to be healthy,
beginning, she used collective
to never need anything
equipment, not being able to
and always be close.
afford her own shoes, saber, mask
or breastplate. Overall it took three
years until she began making
consecutive European championships progress, finally liking and understanding
(2011-2014), won the world title for the the sport. At this point she preferred fencfourth time in 2019 and would have been a ing with young men because they were
favorite in the postponed 2020 Summer faster and stronger, reasoning it would hasOlympic Games.
ten her development. When she started
Below are more thoughts, insights and beating boys in competitions it made it all
opinions collected from various interviews, worthwhile – at age 14 she earned her first
press releases and appeals voiced by
Kharlan.
Childhood beliefs

Hers was a restless childhood, filled with
scraped knees, playing with boys, celebrating holidays at her grandmother’s house.
She learned to defend herself at a very
young age and needed to be closely
watched for fear of running off. Her uncle
spoiled her with Tic Tac mints and she
loved sandwiches with ketchup spread on
bread. One early career ambition was to
work in a grocery store as a cashier/clerk.
As an adult, she occasionally desires to be a
child again – to fool around and do nothing.
For three years she studied ballroom dancing, but in time the lessons got too expensive. She laughs at how fencing is depicted
in the cinema – musketeer d’Artagnan
would never have won a match with a true
professional. She equates a person’s inner

NEWSBRIEFS
(Continued from page 10)
urged them to keep up their pressure on
the Kremlin. “I held talks with [French]
President [Emmanuel] Macron, a video talk
with [German] Chancellor Angela Merkel
and I feel their support... I think they are
slightly softening their positions toward
Russia... due to the economic situation and
pressure inside their countries and from
businesses,” Mr. Zelenskyy said. Mr.
Zelenskiy expressed concern over reports
that Washington plans to lift sanctions
against companies involved in completing
the North Stream 2 energy pipeline for
Russian natural gas in Germany, saying
there is a risk that this could hand the
Kremlin “a serious geopolitical victory” and
lead to “a new redistribution of power and
influence” in the region. The Ukrainian
president also vowed to continue his efforts
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National Olympic Committee of Ukraine, noc-ukr.org

Olha Kharlan receives the award for
“Best Athlete of the Month” for March
2020 from Serhiy Bubka, president of the
National Olympic Committee of Ukraine.

To be a competitive nation in sports, a
government must invest in the recruitment, training and development of athletes. Gyms and training facilities come
first. If those running the government have
no love for sports, sports will not prosper,
athletes who want to work and win medals will not succeed. It is pointless to compare sports abroad with what exists in
Ukraine. Kharlan is still amazed some people in Ukraine are not familiar with the
sport of fencing. She has repeatedly
received offers to compete for other countries because of non-promising conditions
in Ukraine, but has always declined all
offers, hoping the situation in her native
land is fixed. She refers to the annexation
of Crimea as an inadmissible thing and the
territory needs to be returned to Ukraine.
She would not consider visiting Crimea
because it is an occupied territory and
thus not currently a part of her country.
She finds it very motivating and touching
to hear the Ukrainian defenders stationed
in eastern Ukraine follow sports and root
for Ukrainian athletes. At competitions,

match – capturing a medal in an international competition is a feeling which cannot
be described by words – it has to be experienced. Every medal is valuable, even if it is not gold.
– I am a Ukrainian citizen
Much blood, sweat, nerves,
tears and strength were sacriand I hope my country will
ficed in the effort to win it.
have the borders it had in
Good sportsmanship is mandatory and stalling for time,
1991 when it became a free
cursing and arguing with the
nation. I love Ukraine and I
judges make for a dishonest
battle. Despite her phenomewant it to be sovereign, demnal track record and favorite
ocratic and independent.
status, Kharlan still gets nervous prior to every competition. A positive state of
Ukrainian athletes do not converse about
mind is an essential component of politics with their Russian counterparts –
– The main thing is willher success – going out on the track
parties understand the topic is painpower, dedication, the de- with the thought of a possible both
fully difficult and comprehend the reality
defeat can never happen. In life and between the neighboring nations. Kharlan
sire to win, to never give
in sports, an opponent cannot ever believes the Ukrainian national anthem
up, to keep trying until
be underestimated. An opponent should be heard more frequently and the
should always be respected. Ukrainian flag should be hoisted higher. In
you get the desired outFencing is a creative sport which is today’s times, Ukraine lacks success stocome.
almost impossible to fully master ries, but there is much hope Ukraine will
technically. Her sports idols include prevail as evidenced by its athletes in all
Serhiy Bubka, Usain Bolt and
monetary reward and decided this would Michael Phelps. The ultimate goal is to win competitions throughout the globe.
Ukrainian sportsmen are doing their part
be her career.
individual gold at the Summer Olympics. through their efforts, results and medals to
Kharlan says if she had won gold in Rio she support the military and spur them on to
Rules and success
would have retired from the sport. All of
Kharlan’s main rules in fencing are to her medals are dedicated to her family and victory. Kharlan and all of her athlete
not overthink, ignore excessive pressure/ her country – the people who care for her, peers are fighting in their world – the
stress and try really hard to enjoy the fenc- worry about her and those who protect her sports world.
ing experience. Saber is a most unpredict- and her homeland. If not for them, she
able discipline in the sport, where every- could not represent Ukraine and have a
Ihor Stelmach may be reached at iman@
thing depends on one moment. Winning a home to return to after competitions.
sfgsports.com.
to eradicate corruption among officials and
pursue the “de-oligarchization” of Ukraine.
He said he will free the country of influence
from oligarchs, one of the first steps of
which was to impose sanctions against
Russia-friendly tycoon and lawmaker
Viktor Medvedchuk, who was placed under
house arrest on a high treason charge
recently. “The era of Medvedchuk is on its
way out, the era of bribes and corruption is
on its way out... We are cleaning [the country] of corruption. I am confident that we
have taken many steps forward,” Mr.
Zelenskyy said, adding that a special law to
deprive oligarchs of influence on the
Ukrainian economy, politics and media “has
been almost outlined.” (RFE/RL)
MH17 wreckage viewed by judges

Judges overseeing the murder trial of
four suspects in the 2014 downing of
Malaysia Airlines flight MH17 over rebelheld eastern Ukraine viewed the wreckage

of the plane on May 27, two weeks before
prosecutors are due to present their case.
MH17 was flying from Amsterdam to Kuala
Lumpur when it was hit with a missile fired
from territory held by pro-Russian rebels
during fighting with Ukrainian government
troops, international investigators have
concluded. All 298 people on board were
killed, two thirds of them Dutch nationals.
The Netherlands, citing the use of a Russian
missile launcher brought from a Russian
military base, holds Moscow responsible
for the deaths. Russia denies involvement.
So far, the trial hearings, which began in
March 2020, have been taken up by procedural issues, with no evidence heard or witnesses called. On June 7, prosecutors are
due to make their opening statements in
the case. They have brought charges
against three Russians and a Ukrainian, all
of them at large, accused of playing a part
in shooting down the aircraft. The remains
of the plane were recovered from the crash

site and reconstructed in a hangar at an air
base in the Netherlands, where they were
viewed by judges, lawyers, prosecutors and
relatives of the victims. Arlette Schijns, a
lawyer representing the families, stressed
the importance of giving the court a firsthand impression of the extensive damage.
“We cannot get closer to the death of the
298 victims than this,” she said. Presiding
Judge Hendrik Steenhuis said before viewing the wreckage: “This is a reconstruction
of the aircraft in which their loved ones
were travelling to a destination which they
never reached.” The defendants – Russians
Sergey Dubinsky, Oleg Pulatov and Igor
Girkin and Ukrainian Leonid Kharchenko –
have not attended the hearings so far. Mr.
Pulatov is the only one who has appointed
a defense team, with the others being tried
in absentia. Through his lawyer, Mr. Pulatov
has denied any involvement. Under Dutch
law, the defendants are not required to
enter a plea. (Reuters)
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June 2
Online

Online workshop, “Introduction to Archives for Community
Organizations: Archiving 101,” Ukrainian Canadian Congress
National Archives Committee, Sustainable Ukrainian Canadian
Heritage program, Kule Folklore Center, University of Alberta,
archives@ucc.ca or http://bit.ly/archiving-communities

June 16-17
Online

Ninth Conference, “U.S.-Ukraine Working Group Summit:
Providing Ukraine with an Annual Report Card,” Center
for U.S.-Ukrainian Relations, Ukrainian Congress
Committee of America, Ukrainian National Information
Service, American Foreign Policy Council, www.unis.com

June 3
Online

Online presentation by Maria Rypan, “Ukrainian Beaded
Adornments Past and Present,” Ukrainian Museum of
Canada – Ontario Branch, 416-923-9861 or
museum@umcontario.com

June 17
Online

June 5
Jamison, PA

44th annual Tryzub golf tournament, Ukrainian American
Sports Center Tryzub, The Bucks Club, 215-359-8688

Online discussion with Riley Kucheran and Liana
Satenstein, “Innovation and Resurgence: Contemporary
Ukrainian Indigenous Fashion Design,” Ukrainian Museum
of Canada – Ontario Branch, 416-923-9861 or
museum@umcontario.com

June 6
Online

Meet the author, Diana Stevan discusses her book “Lilacs
in the Dust Bowl,” St. Vladimir Institute, www.stvladimir.ca

June 17
Whippany, NJ

Cigar Night, Hoverlia Social Club, Ukrainian American
Cultural Center of New Jersey, hoverliasocialclub@gmail.com

June 12
Toronto

Beading workshop, “Ukrainian Netted Cuff Workshop,” with
instruction by Maria Rypan, Ukrainian Museum of Canada Ontario Branch, www.416-923-9861 or
museum@umcontario.com

June 18
Chicago

Film screening and discussion, “The Long Breakup” by Katya
Soldak, Ukrainian National Museum, 312-421-8020 or
https://ukrainiannationalmuseum.com

June 13
Online

40th anniversary celebration, Ukrainian Educational and
Cultural Center, www.ueccphila.org

June 13
Online

Online commencement greetings from Metropolitan Antony
and Archbishop Daniel, Vladykadaniel@aol.com or
uocyouth@aol.com

Is Nord Stream 2...
(Continued from page 7)
and the U.S., while loudly complaining
about “America First” policies. Berlin’s
feigned reverence for multilateralism is but
a thin veil for its nationalist, “Germany
Foremost” foreign policy. Germany dominates European political discourse because
of its inordinate leverage within the EU
through its economic power and disproportionate voting power in the EU Parliament.
After the UK, with its 76 votes, left the
EU, Germany and France’s influence grew
even larger. Together, Germany, France and
Italy control 250 out of 705 (35 percent) of
the seats in the European Parliament.
Despite that, in a resolution approved on
April 29 with 569 votes in favor, 67 against
and 46 abstentions, the parliament called
on the EU to “reduce its dependence on
Russian energy.”
Let’s look at Germany’s energy makeup.
In 2020, 30 percent of Germany’s energy
use came from oil; 26 percent came from
natural gas; 17 from renewable sources
(wind, solar, biomass, hydropower); 16 percent came from coal and 6 percent came
from nuclear energy. German Chancellor
Angela Merkel decided to phase out nuclear
energy by 2022, and substitute natural gas
for coal. Instead of choosing energy independence by expanding a new, cleaner and
much safer generation of nuclear power
technology, and importing liquified natural
gas from dependable partners like the U.S.
and Canada, Ms. Merkel chose energy
dependency on Russia, a notoriously unreliable and untrustworthy partner. It is not in
the U.S. national interest to enable Ms.
Merkel in her reckless and disastrous ener-

Kobzarska Sich...
(Continued from page 11)
For additional information and to register for Kobzarska Sich, which is sponsored
by the Ukrainian Bandurist Chorus, visit
the camp website, www.banduracamp.org/
registration.
Mykola Deychakiwsky is music director

gy dependence strategy.
The decision to proceed with the NS2
pipeline also contradicts the climate mitigation policies of both Germany and the U.S.,
which are committed to reducing fossil fuel
use on the grounds of grave national security threats. Instead, Mr. Biden cancelled the
Keystone pipeline as his first act as president, while at the same time overriding
serious concerns of many allies on the risks
posed by the NS2 pipeline.
Sen. Jim Risch said that, “It is deeply disturbing that this administration canceled
the Keystone XL Pipeline on its first day,
killing thousands of U.S. and Canadian jobs.
Yet, it continues to support Russian workers involved in a project that goes against
U.S. and European security interests.”
Finally, critics of NS2 have consistently
raised concerns that the pipeline would
leave Ukraine vulnerable to energy disruptions while increasing the possibility of a
major escalation in ongoing Russian military aggression against the country.
Ukraine’s pipeline, which currently provides sufficient gas to Europe, would
become redundant, and Russia would be
able to shut off supplies to Ukraine. It could
also destroy the pipeline during a conflict
without disrupting Europe’s supply. For
Ukraine, the NS2 pipeline is a very grave
and immediate national security threat.
Mr. Biden will be meeting with NATO
allies on June 14 in Brussels. Ambassador
Kurt Volker recently wrote that NATO must
come up with a comprehensive plan to
counter Russia’s aggressive actions on the
borders of Europe, in cyberspace and its
campaigns of misinformation and subversion of democratic nations, and to stop the
NS2 pipeline.
This NATO meeting may be Mr. Biden’s
for Kobzarska Sich and has been involved
with bandura camps throughout North
America and Europe for more than four
decades, contributing as a conductor, bandura instructor, music director, and composer/
arranger. He holds music degrees from
Baldwin Wallace College and Kent State
University, was on the teaching staff at the
first Kobzarska Sich bandura camp in 1979
and is a member of the Ukrainian Bandurist
Chorus of North America.

June 18-20
Health and Wellness Retreat, celebrating the dance of the
Kerhonkson, NY summer solstice, Soyuzivka Heritage Center,
845-626-5641 or www.soyuzivka.com

Entries in “Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to events
advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome submissions
from all our readers. Items will be published at the discretion of the editors
and as space allows. Please send e-mail to mdubas@ukrweekly.com.

last chance for NATO allies to convince
Germany and the U.S. to reverse the NS2
pipeline decision. Germany is an inconsistent ally who’s been protected by the U.S.
for 75 years and doesn’t deserve special
considerations from the U.S. in the form of a
national interest rational.
America’s national interest should be to
reverse Germany’s destructive decision and
safeguard Europe and Ukraine from
Russia’s malign designs. The U.S. national
interest in opposing completion of the NS2
pipeline should be clear:
• NS2 is a ‘trojan horse’ system that will
be used to blackmail Europe during some
undefined future dispute between NATO
allies and Russia, thereby undermining
national security;
• NS2 will serve to further fragment
European unity by pitting energy depen-

dent nations against self-sufficient nations
in many other areas of economic, trade and
military co-dependencies;
• NS2 is a clear and immediate threat to
Ukraine, as it will allow Moscow to bypass
the existing gas transmission system
through Ukraine, increasing Ukraine’s vulnerability to gas shortages and energy
blackmail.
• Bypassing NS2 will also make
Ukraine’s gas transmission pipelines vulnerable to Russian attacks and sabotage,
cutting off gas supplies permanently during
any further incursions across the eastern
border.
• More than most members of NATO,
Ukraine is an important strategic ally of the
U.S. and Europe, being one of the very few
that are militarily engaged in resisting
Russian threats.

Chicago...

those who assist the military, financially
and materially; volunteers, medical personnel and those who have taken a fighting
position in media outlets and the internet
against the Russian occupiers of Eastern
Ukraine.”
Andriy Futey, president of the UCCA, said
that, “The heroes that we honor today knew
that Russia will never leave Ukraine alone.
When we properly honor the memory of
those who died in the struggle for independence, it is very important for all of us to
speak with one voice. We are the body that
can tell the world that Russia’s aggression is
a threat not only to Ukraine, but also to the
entire free, democratic world.”
The event included an artistic program
prepared by Svitlana Polak and Vita Polak,
directors of the studio “Elegia.” Ksenya
Levkovych performed the song “Ти
повертай лелеко мій” (Return My Stork),
while Solomia Khudyk performed “Життям
заплачу” (I Will Pay With My Life).
“Pomarancheva Khvylia” was established in 2008 by Yuriy Melnyk, Halyna
Boryslavska, Taras Vasylyk and Yaroslav
Zahaiskyy. The organization strives to
include and engage with newcomers from
Ukraine to actively participate in the
Ukrainian community of Chicago.

(Continued from page 12)
Khvylia” and organizer of the event. The
event also included representatives of the
community organization Belorussians in
Chicago.
An opening prayer was led by the Rev.
Ivan Lymar, who took a moment to remind
the audience about the heroes of the liberation struggle of Ukraine at different times
in the history of Ukraine.
Mr. Koledov, Ukraine’s consul general in
Chicago, offered a brief historical overview
of the significance of Heroes’ Day.
“Currently, this holiday is not official; but
the tradition of honoring heroes on May 23
is gaining popularity,” Mr. Koledov said.
“May is the month in which Mykola
Mikhnovsky, founder of the Ukrainian independence movement ideology in the late
19th-early 20th century, [as well as other]
leaders of the Ukrainian liberation movement were killed.”
Mr. Koledov emphasized that, “The
events of the past seven years have added
to the pantheon of Ukrainian heroes, the
‘Heavenly Hundred,’ as well as the military
and volunteers who defended the sovereignty and territorial integrity of Ukraine in
the continued struggle with the Russian
Federation. Additionally, the heroes are
replenished daily…the heroes are also

Maria Korkatsch-Groszko, Ph.D., is vicepresident of the Ukrainian Congress
Committee of America-Illinois Division.
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