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Ukraine’s fertile farmland goes up China deepens economic
for sale after two-decade moratorium integration with Ukraine
Move comes just days after Kyiv backed out
of signing U.N. statement critical of Beijing
by Mark Raczkiewycz

Mark Raczkiewycz

Sunflower stalks begin to sprout in the village of Trypillya in Kyiv Oblast on July 2.
by Mark Raczkiewycz
KYIV – About 44 percent of Ukraine’s
territory has been freed from a moratorium
that was lifted on July 1 when agricultural
land went up for sale.
After two decades of the freeze, more
than 42 million hectares (103 million acres)
– larger than Italy or California – is now purchasable as Ukraine left the club of the few
remaining countries that don’t have a farmland market. The remaining countries are
North Korea, Cuba, Venezuela and Belarus.
Home to about 25 percent of the world’s
well-endowed “black earth” soil, Ukraine
can expect to see a boost in economic output of between 6 and 12.6 percent over 10
years, depending on the extent to which the

reform is implemented, a study by the
International Monetary Fund (IMF), one
the nation’s largest foreign lenders, says.
Last year’s gross domestic product
reached $156 billion, and agriculture constitutes about 9 percent of that amount.
The industry employs more than 14 percent of the labor force, according to data
provided by the U.S. Department of
Commerce and the World Bank.
Ukraine for decades has carried the
moniker of being the “breadbasket of
Europe” and is the world’s biggest exporter
of sunflower oil, the fourth-largest grower
of corn and delivers grain to every corner
of the planet.
(Continued on page 6)

KYIV – Ukraine and China earlier this
week further deepened economic integration after signing a cooperation project to
work together on road, bridge and railway
projects as part of Beijing’s ambitious and
large-scale Belt and Road Initiative.
China’s Commerce Ministry reported
that the agreement was signed on June 30
and came just days after Ukraine’s delegation to the United Nations (U.N.) withdrew
its initial intention to sign a joint statement
at the international peace organization’s
Human Rights Council in Geneva regarding
Beijing’s alleged treatment of its Muslim
minorities.
In an exclusive story, the Associated
Press (AP) on June 25 reported that China
had pressured Ukraine into not being the
45th country to sign the U.N. statement that
called for more scrutiny of how Uyghur and
other Muslim minorities are treated in the
province of Xinjiang. Those allegations stem
from previous U.N. reports and research by
international non-profit groups of rampant
human rights abuses that include placement in internment camps and slave labor.
China denies the allegations and says its
policies aim for “re-education” to mitigate
extremism in society.
The AP cited anonymous diplomats in
Geneva who said China allegedly refused to
ship 500,000 doses of its manufactured
Sinovac COVID-19 vaccine to Ukraine

should Kyiv support the statement.
“Ukraine ordered 1.9 million doses of
the Sinovac vaccine from China but has so
far only received 1.2 million shots while
being hit hard by the COVID-19 pandemic,”
Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty (RFE/
RL) reported as well.
Separately, Permanent U.N. Canadian
Ambassador Leslie Norton said in a statement that “credible reports indicate that
over a million people have been arbitrarily
detained in Xinjiang,” many of whom are
part of China’s Muslim minorities.
Oleksandr Merezhko, chairman of the
Verkhovna Rada’s Committee on Foreign
Policy and Inter-Parliamentary Cooperation,
told RFE/RL that the report is “unofficial
information” and questioned who the
anonymous diplomatic sources were.
Five days later, Beijing announced the
infrastructure deal and both sides have not
disclosed a monetary amount for the massive-scale project.
The Chinese Communist Party’s Global
Times reported that both countries “will
encourage domestic enterprises and financial institutions to actively cooperate on
road, bridge and rail transit projects, and
provide [the] necessary help and support
for the implementation of cooperative projects, which are expected to have broad
development prospects, according to the
agreement.”
(Continued on page 9)

Prime Minister Shmyhal calls civil society a key partner in Ukraine’s effort to carry out reform agenda
by Adrian Karmazyn
WASHINGTON – In an ongoing effort to
implement a series of reforms that are
needed for Ukraine to gain entry into the
European Union and the North Atlantic
Treaty Organization, Ukrainian Prime
Minister Denys Shmyhal said that the country’s civil society will be a key partner in the
reform process.
Therefore, “creating conditions for the
development of civil society is a priority for
the government of Ukraine,” Mr. Shmyhal
said during opening remarks he gave at an
online forum on June 30 that was organized by the Reanimation Package of
Reforms (RPR), a Kyiv-based coalition of
non-governmental organizations.
“Today’s event is an excellent platform
for discussing key issues of cooperation

Ukrainian Prime Minister Denys Shmyhal addressed participants of an online forum
dedicated to the topic of reforms in Ukraine via video conference on June 30.

within the triangle of the government, parliament and civil society,” the prime minister said. “The constructive cooperation and
dialogue between representatives of the
government and civil society is of great
importance” for democracy and the reform
agenda.
The event was held in preparation for
the Ukraine Reform Conference, which is a
high-profile annual international event
dedicated to expert discussion of Ukrainian
reform progress that took place in Vilnius,
Lithuania, on July 7-8.
Leading up to the Vilnius conference,
Lithuanian Prime Minister Ingrida
Šimonytė reminded the audience about the
crucial role that Ukrainian civil society
plays in advancing reforms in Ukraine.
(Continued on page 7)
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Putin’s penchant for drawing
and crossing ‘red lines’
by Pavel K. Baev
Eurasia Daily Monitor
The summit in Geneva between
Presidents Joseph Biden of the United States
and Vladimir Putin of Russia was supposed
to stabilize bilateral relations by demarcating areas and issues each side deemed so
important that any hostile incursion would
encounter a strong response. In the presentday situation of intense confrontation –
which differs from the old Cold War pattern
because of its fast mutation and fluidity –
this pragmatic recognition of “red lines”
appears to make perfect sense. Yet growing
evidence suggests the presumably achieved
mutual understanding left many gaps in and
overlaps between the roughly outlined
spheres of acute concerns. As a result, the
total volume of uncertainty inherent to the
evolving confrontation has actually
increased. Russia keeps probing Western
resolve for upholding established rules
because Mr. Putin believes playing by these
“unfair” rules means a defeat for his maturing autocratic regime.
One area where a significant step forward was supposed to be made in Geneva
is cybersecurity, and Moscow registered
the U.S. consent to its longstanding proposal for opening a channel of consultations in
this unregulated domain as a tangible success (Russiancouncil.ru, June 22). Mr. Biden
had delivered a list of 16 crucial structures
and sectors that should be off-limits for
cyberattacks, which, according to the policy
newly approved by the North Atlantic
Treaty Organization (NATO), would be
treated as acts of warfare (Forbes.ru, June
16). Nonetheless, a new ransomware attack
by the REvil gang of hackers, allegedly
based in Russia, hit hundreds of U.S. and
European businesses over U.S. Independ
ence Day weekend (RBC, July 3). On the
domestic front, Russian special services,
while covering up for the hackers, stepped
up persecutions of independent internetmedia outlets, particularly targeting groups
of investigative journalists, such as those at
Proekt-Media (Meduza, June 29).
Mr. Putin may have only vague ideas
about offensive versus defensive capabilities
in the cyberwarfare arena, but he has developed a penchant for the game of “red lines,”
threatening, in his 2021 address to the
Federal Assembly (parliament), severe consequences against anyone daring to cross
the boundaries Moscow might choose to
draw (Kommersant, April 22). The Kremlin
then clarified that one particular “red line”
relates to “offensive statements” regarding
Russia’s leadership (RIA Novosti, April 21).
Mr. Biden found it opportune to change the
tone, and Mr. Putin confirmed that he was
“satisfied” with the White House’s explanation regarding the earlier “killer” comment
characterizing Russia’s leader, which had
been furiously condemned by Russian propaganda (TASS, June 16). Moscow sought to
capitalize on that symbolic success and
resume dialogue as usual with the always
keen French President Emmanuel Macron
and usually reserved German Chancellor
Angela Merkel (Nezavisimaya Gazeta, July
1). At the recent European Union summit,
however, eastern members refused to
embrace the hastily advanced MacronMerkel initiative for a top-level EU-Russian
meeting involving Mr. Putin. Still, Moscow
gained another opportunity to exploit intraWestern disagreements that Mr. Biden’s
European trip was supposed to reduce
(Russiancouncil.ru, June 28).

Diplomatic dances will keep circling such
exaggerated sensitivities, but far more dangerous are Russia’s attempts to push forward “red lines” in the military-security
sphere. The much trumpeted – even if, in
real terms, failed – demonstration of intent
to expel the United Kingdom’s destroyer
HMS Defender, performing an innocent passage near occupied Sevastopol, constituted
a serious escalation of these efforts (see
Eurasia Daily Monitor, June 24, 28). And
Russian experts continue to discuss its consequences (Carnegie.ru, June 28). Russia’s
top brass seek to “convince” NATO to accept
de facto, if not de jure, the illegal annexation
of Crimea, showing (while quite possibly
faking) a readiness to play with far higher
risks than the strictly professional “enemies” (Nezavisimaya Gazeta, June 27). Mr.
Putin has stretched this calculus still further
by speculating that Russia can opt to sink a
hostile ship without risking a “third world
war,” because its enemies know that a victory is impossible (see EDM, July 1).
This irresponsible conjecture confirms
Russia is not interested in any confidencebuilding talks on preventing dangerous
incidents at sea, assuming as Moscow does
that it has an edge in executing intercepts
and chancing near collisions – even if its
naval capabilities are significantly inferior
to the U.S. and its allies (The Insider, June
30). NATO has to prepare for crude interferences in the ongoing exercise Sea Breeze
2021 in the Black Sea, which Russian officials condemned as “provocative” (Izvestia,
July 3). Moscow knows its “fortress Crimea”
is not threatened, but it is delegitimized by
these exercises. Hence, Russia seeks to
make a larger point via its “counter-measures”: to establish that granting Ukraine
the long-promised NATO Membership
Action Plan would constitute a breach of
perhaps Moscow’s most emphatically
carved “red line” (Rosbalt, July 2).
Every reference Mr. Putin makes to unity
between Russians and Ukrainians provides
Kyiv with fresh impetus for strengthening
Ukrainian statehood and ties with the West,
but the situation is exactly the opposite in
Belarus. The latter’s embattled autocratic
regime has withstood mass resentment over
the past year in large part thanks to expanding support from Russia (Kommersant, July
3). The feverish anti-Western rhetoric of
President Alyaksandr Lukashenka compels
Mr. Putin to verify the Belarusian leader’s
accusations of terrorist conspiracies – even
if the Russian president is not prepared to
go as far as emulating his Belarusian counterpart’s current policy of opening the borders for the outflow of illegal migrants into
the EU (Novaya Gazeta, July 3). The Kremlin
tries to make clear that the preservation of
Mr. Lukashenka’s regime constitutes another
firm “red line,” while the progressive tightening of EU sanctions against Belarus amounts
to altering the boundaries of acceptable
interference (Nezavisimaya Gazeta, June 29).
The Russian government sought to fix its
positions and perceptions in the new
National Security Strategy, approved by Mr.
Putin on July 2; in fact, this document merely
declares Russia’s resolve to resist hostile
Western pressure (Rossiiskaya Gazeta, July
3).
The strategy’s proclamation of success
in withstanding sanctions and upholding
traditional values betrays elite foreboding
that in the economic dimension of the irreducible confrontation with the West, Russia
is a designated loser because its modern(Continued on page 13)

Shevchenko coy on future
Ukraine national soccer team coach
Andriy Shevchenko says it’s too early to say
whether he will stay in his job after his
team’s quarterfinal loss to England at the
European Championship. Shevchenko said
the team would return to Kyiv and assess
its achievement of reaching the quarterfinals at the quadrennial tournament for the
first time. “The federation will have to
make a decision” after that, Shevchenko
said on July 3 after England thrashed
Ukraine 4-0 in Rome. “We had good parts
of the game but set pieces did not work
very well for us today,” said Shevchenko. “I
am really happy with how the team performed. I want to thank the players for
their attitude today.” Shevchenko became
coach of the national team in 2016. The former striker was among the most prolific
scorers in the Italian league with AC Milan
and is the Ukrainian national team’s alltime leading scorer. The victory for England
advanced the team to its first European
Championship semifinal in 25 years – a
showdown with Denmark at Wembley
Stadium in London on July 7. In the other
semifinal, Italy faced Spain on July 6 at
Wembley. (RFE/RL, based on reporting by
AFP)
Defense Ministry criticized as sexist

Ukraine’s Defense Ministry has been
criticized after female soldiers marched in
high heels during rehearsals for a parade
next month to mark 30 years of independence following the breakup of the Soviet
Union. The controversy erupted after the
women rehearsed for the parade earlier
this week in Kyiv dressed in combat
fatigues and black pumps with mediumhigh block heels. The shoes caused a torrent of criticism on social media and in parliament on July 2 and led to accusations
that women soldiers were being sexualized.
The women, cadets at the Military Institute
of the Taras Shevchenko National Univer
sity of Kyiv, are preparing to march in the
parade on August 24. The Defense
Ministry’s information website on July 1
posted photos of the cadets wearing the
high heels while marching in formation.
“Today, for the first time, training takes
place in heeled shoes,” cadet Ivanna Medvid

The Ukrainian Weekly

was quoted as saying by the Defense
Ministry’s information website. “It is slightly harder than in army boots but we are
trying,” Ms. Medvid added. Dozens of critical comments were posted on Facebook,
including accusations of “sexism and
misogyny” and contempt for women
among the leaders of the Defense Ministry.
Several Ukrainian female lawmakers
showed up in parliament with pairs of high
heels and encouraged the defense minister
to wear them to the parade. “It is hard to
imagine a more idiotic, harmful idea,” said
Inna Sovsun, a member of the Holos party.
She also said that Ukraine’s women soldiers – like men – were risking their lives
and “do not deserve to be mocked.” Olena
Kondratyuk, deputy speaker of the legislature, said authorities should publicly apologize for “humiliating” women and conduct
an inquiry to discover who made the decision on the shoes. During an hour of questions for the government in parliament, she
asked Defense Minister Andriy Taran if the
choice of the shoes is how the ministry is
bringing its ranks closer to NATO standards, according to RFE/RL’s Ukrainian
Service. Ms. Kondratyuk said that more
than 13,500 women had fought in the current conflict in eastern Ukraine, where the
country has been battling Russia-backed
separatists in a conflict that has killed more
than 13,000 people since 2014. Overall,
more than 31,000 women now serve in the
Ukrainian armed forces, including more
than 4,000 officers. The press service of the
Ukrainian armed forces told RFE/RL’s
Ukrainian Service that high-heel shoes
were chosen for female servicemen in
accordance with an order from the minister of defense. Mr. Taran announced on July
2 that the cadets would wear a different
uniform in the parade, including a different
type of shoe. Marina Bardina, a deputy with
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy’s Servant
of the People party, said that the shoes at
the parade “will be different.” She said the
ministry had also agreed to work together
to establish equality in the armed forces
and support women in the service and that
legislation had already been introduced to
that end. (RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service, with
reporting by AFP and the BBC)
(Continued on page 10)
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Crimean court extends detention of RFE/RL journalist by six months
Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty
A court in Russia-occupied Crimea has
extended the detention of an RFE/RL freelance correspondent by six months as dozens of people rallied in the Ukrainian capital to call for his release.
A court in Simferopol ruled on July 6
that Vladyslav Yesypenko, who has been
detained since March, will remain
behind bars until December as he
awaits trial. The next hearing is set for
July 15.
Russia’s Federal Security Service (FSB)
detained Mr. Yesypenko, a dual RussianUkrainian citizen who contributes to
Crimea.Realities, a regional news outlet of
RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service, on suspicion

of collecting information for Ukrainian
intelligence.
During his apprehension, the FSB
claimed that it found an object “looking like
an explosive device” in his automobile and
he was later charged with “making firearms.”
The crime is punishable by up to six
years in prison.
Mr. Yesypenko testified during a closeddoor court hearing in April that he was
tortured with electric shocks, beaten and
threatened with death unless he “confessed” to spying on behalf of Ukraine, his
lawyer reported at the time.
Ahead of the hearing, RFE/RL President
Jamie Fly called on the judge to free Mr.
Yesypenko to be with his family, saying he

UCCLA condemns hate crimes against
Ukrainian churches in Canada
Ukrainian Canadian Civil Liberties
Association
OTTAWA – The Ukrainian Canadian Civil
Liberties Association (UCCLA) condemns
the recent vandalism of two Ukrainian
Catholic churches in Canada and wants
these incidents to be investigated as hate
crimes.
Overnight, between June 30 and July 1,
the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Ukrainian Catholic Church in Calgary was
vandalized with spray paint, and the property defaced. A memorial plaque that commemorates Canada’s first national internment operations was also defaced.
And on June 18 it was reported that a
100-year-old Ukrainian Catholic Church in
Fisher Branch, in Manitoba’s Interlake
region, was vandalized; windows were
smashed and numerous items within the
church were damaged.
Roman Zakluzny, chairman of the
UCCLA, issued the following statement:
“What happened to indigenous peoples
as a result of the residential school system
is appalling and we support their efforts to
secure a recognition for what they suffered.
But to desecrate churches and frighten
their peaceful congregants is appalling and
must be investigated as a hate crime
against an identifiable group, specifically
Ukrainian Canadians. Those responsible for

this vandalism are obviously ignorant – the
Ukrainian Catholic Church is independent
of the Roman Catholic Church and no parish of our Ukrainian Catholic Church in
Canada was ever involved in the creation,
management, or functioning of any of the
residential schools in this country.
“The UCCLF [Ukrainian Canadian Civil
Liberties Foundation] placed more than
100 plaques across Canada, like the one
defaced in Calgary, to commemorate
Canada’s first national internment operations of 1914-1920, whose victims were
mainly Ukrainians and other Europeans.
The systemic racism our community suffered resulted in thousands of innocents
being jailed, then forced to do heavy labor
for the benefit of their jailers, all across
Canada. The irony is that this plaque,
memorializing this dark chapter in
Canada’s history, was also defaced by those
whose appreciation of the history of this
country seems rather purblind.
“The Ukrainian Canadian community
wants the federal government to help
restore the burial sites of all the victims of
Canada’s first national internment operations. An internee cemetery established at
Spirit Lake, in Quebec’s Abitibi region, by
Ottawa’s men, holds the remains of at least
16 internees, including children, although
(Continued on page 13)

UCCLA

The outside of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary Ukrainian Catholic
Church in Calgary was vandalized overnight between June 30 and July 1.

was guilty of nothing more than being a
journalist.
“He was trying to share the truth about
the situation in Crimea with the outside
world before facing detention and apparent
torture at the hands of his Russian-backed
captors,” Mr. Fly said in a statement.
Human rights activists and journalists
joined Mr. Yesypenko’s wife on Maidan
Square in Kyiv following the court hearing
to demand his release.
Oleh Sentsov, a Crimean journalist and
film director who was jailed by the Kremlin
for five years, was among those who
addressed the rally in Kyiv.
Mr. Sentsov, who was freed in September
2019 as part of a prisoner swap, told the
crowd it was important to raise awareness

about Ukrainian citizens imprisoned by
Russia on trumped-up charges.
A similar demonstration is planned in
Vinnytsia in western Ukraine.
Ukrainian Foreign Affairs Minister
Dmytro Kuleba earlier took to Twitter to
demand Mr. Yesypenko’s release.
Russia has sought to crush dissent in
Crimea, including prosecuting journalists
and human rights activists, since seizing
the Ukrainian peninsula in March 2014.
Copyright 2021, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW,
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see
https://www.rferl.org/a/crimea-rferlyesypenko-detention/31344070.html).

RFE/RL president condemns extension
of Crimean journalist’s detention
Yesypenko supporters hold solidarity rallies,
urge use of hashtag #FreeYesypenko

Serhii Nuzhnenko, RadioSvoboda.org via RFE/RL

A protester holds a sign supporting imprisoned RFE/RL Crimea.Realities freelance
journalist Vladislav Yesypenko at a rally in Kyiv on July 6.
Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty
WASHINGTON – RFE/RL President Jamie
Fly condemned a decision on July 6 by a
court in Russia-occupied Crimea to extend
by six months the detention of RFE/RL freelance reporter Vladyslav Yesypenko. This
latest Kremlin-backed move to target independent media outlets was announced during a closed-door hearing on July 6 in
Simferopol regarding Mr. Yesypenko’s politically-motivated case. The next hearing is
scheduled for July 15.
Mr. Yesypenko, a resident of Crimea who
fled the Ukrainian peninsula following its
unrecognized annexation by Russia in 2014,
has been in prison since March 10, when he
was detained by the Russian Federal Security
Service (FSB) after attending a peaceful gathering in Simferopol. There is ample evidence
that the FSB used torture to extract a confession. Mr. Yesypenko faces two charges: illegally acquiring and transporting explosives,
and illegally manufacturing explosives; prosecutors have already admitted that a grenade that was “found” in his vehicle did not
have his fingerprints on it.
“Vladyslav Yesypenko is guilty of nothing
more than being a journalist,” Mr. Fly said.
“He was trying to share the truth about the
situation in Crimea with the outside world
before facing detention and apparent torture at the hands of his Russia-based captors. The only legitimate verdict this judge
could render is a finding of innocence and

Vladislav’s immediate return to his wife and
daughter.”
Supporters of Mr. Yesypenko gathered for
solidarity rallies today in the Ukrainian capital of Kyiv as well as the city of Vinnytsia,
organized by the Crimean Human Rights
Group, ZMINA Human Rights Center,
National Union of Journalists of Ukraine,
Association of Relatives of Kremlin Political
Prisoners and the Platform for the Release of
Political Prisoners. The rally in Kyiv featured
comments by Mr. Yesypenko’s wife, Kateryna.
The groups also encouraged supporters to
take part in an online campaign using the
hashtag #FreeYesypenko and to send letters of support to the jailed journalist.
Free media advocates and international
organizations including Ukrainian Foreign
Affairs Minister Dmytro Kuleba, U.S. State
Department spokesman Ned Price, U.S.
Charge d’affaires at the OSCE Courtney
Austrian, OSCE Representative on Freedom
of the Media Teresa Ribeiro, the Committee
to Protect Journalists, Reporters Without
Borders, the European and International
Federations of Journalists (EFJ-IFJ) and
Freedom House have all called for Mr.
Yesypenko’s immediate release in the
absence of evidence of any wrongdoing.
Freedom House noted that Mr. Yesypen
ko’s detention is only one example of the
harassment directed at RFE/RL journalists
working in Crimea. To date, nearly 60 jour(Continued on page 10)
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Ukrainian American from Kansas continues to support UNA projects and urges others to follow suit
by Andrew Nynka
NANTUCKET, Mass. – More than 20 years ago, Peter R.
Jarosewycz was looking for a way to contribute to the community of Ukrainians in the United States. At the time, Mr.
Jarosewycz was a 52-year-old attorney living in Kansas
City, Mo., far removed from the larger pockets of Ukrainian
Americans in Chicago, New York, New Jersey or elsewhere.
But he believed he could still contribute in some way.
“Everyone has something to offer, in terms of volunteering
their time or talents or skills, or making monetary contributions, according to the degree of their individual commitment and resources,” Mr. Jarosewycz said for a story that ran
in the December 10, 2000, issue of The Ukrainian Weekly.
Now 73 and retired, but still living in Kansas City, Mo.,
Mr. Jarosewycz feels no differently than he did two decades
ago, and the need to help Ukrainian diaspora organizations
has only grown, particularly as a result of the ongoing
COVID-19 pandemic.
Given his own circumstances, including the fact that
Mr. Jarosewycz lives in the American heartland, far from
any major Ukrainian American community, he decided
back in 2000 that the best thing he could do was to make
monetary donations.
Mr. Jarosewycz established a memorial Gift Fund,
through Fidelity Investments, to honor his parents and
aunt, Dmytro, Maria and Olha Jarosewycz, who instilled in
him an appreciation of his Ukrainian heritage.
To date he has made a total of approximately $220,000
in donations to mainstream Ukrainian organizations,
including $65,000 to the Ukrainian National Foundation
(UNF), a 501 (c) (3) organization that performs charitable

activities on behalf of the Ukrainian National Association
(UNA). He considers his donations to the UNF especially
significant because they support different projects that he
believes are vitally important to the Ukrainian diaspora in
the United States and Canada.
Although Mr. Jarosewycz believes that all of the UNF
projects are important, two in particular stand out. The
UNA Publications Endowment Fund and the fund that supports the Soyuzivka Heritage Center are particularly vital
to him because if the institutions that these funds support
disappeared, it would be difficult, if not impossible, to
replace them, he said.
The UNA Publications Endowment Fund exists under
the aegis of the UNF. The endowment’s goal is to ensure the
future of Svoboda and The Ukrainian Weekly, two international newspapers that have served the Ukrainian diaspora
for many years – 127 in the case of the Ukrainian language
Svoboda, and 87 years in the case of The Weekly. Mr.
Jarosewycz noted that both Svoboda and The Weekly are
the main channels of information, ideas and communication among Ukrainians, especially in the United States and
Canada. He added that subscriptions to both papers can
also be given as gifts, either to family and friends or to people who are not Ukrainian but who should be aware of
news about Ukraine and the diaspora.
Mr. Jarosewycz also spoke of the importance to the
Ukrainian diaspora of the Soyuzivka Heritage Center, which
he called an irreplaceable resource. He said he wants to
ensure that the 400-acre resort, which is located in the
Catskill mountains of New York state, remains accessible
for younger generations of Ukrainians in the diaspora.
The center is not only a hub for older generations who

reminisce about their youth, Mr. Jarosewycz said, but it is
also a summer center for the younger generations, be it
young parents with their toddlers at “Tabir Ptashat,” young
dancers at the Roma Pryma Bohachevsky Ukrainian Dance
Academy Workshop, or young adults looking for a place to
mingle with others. In order to flourish, this younger generation must have a place like the Soyuzivka Heritage
Center to congregate, he said.
Mr. Jarosewycz also established the Jarosewycz Family
Scholarship under the UNF. That scholarship has been
available annually for several years to any qualified UNA
student member in the amount of $1,000.
In 2010, Mr. Jarosewycz also established the Jarosewycz
Family Scholarship in Ukrainian Studies at the University
of Kansas in Lawrence, which has one of the few Ukrainian
Studies Programs in the United States.
Mr. Jarosewycz said such scholarships offer a wonderful
living memorial to loved ones, and he encouraged others to
consider establishing similar scholarships.
Those wishing to establish a memorial fund, or to contribute to any specific project, may call the UNA at 973-2929800. Staff are available to answer questions and provide
assistance for individuals who would like to make financial
gifts. All contributions to the UNF are tax-deductible to the
extent allowed by law. Contributions can be specifically earmarked to a favorite project, such as a scholarship, or to various funds established under the UNF, such as the fund to support Soyuzivka or the UNA Publications Endowment Fund.
Readers who would like to support any of the UNF projects may send checks payable to the specific fund to the
Ukrainian National Foundation, 2200 Route 10,
Parsippany, NJ 07054.

Facebook removes account of Ukrainian Canadian journalist following her post on Soviet crimes
The social media giant later restored Stefanchuk’s account without explanation
by Roman Tymotsko
KYIV – On July 3, Ustia Stefanchuk, a Ukrainian blogger
and journalist now living in Canada, wrote a post about the
atrocities of the Soviet government in Lviv. Her post
described how the Soviet authorities tortured her family.
On July 5, Facebook deleted Ms. Stefanchuk’s account. She
reported the news from a different account.
Facebook said that the violation of the social network’s
standards was the reason for the move. Ms. Stefanchuk
called it an example of the destruction of the national consciousness of Ukrainians.
A writer originally from Lviv who currently lives in
Canada, Ms. Stefanchuk researches the life of the first wave
of Ukrainian immigrants to Canada. She also searches for
and writes about abandoned Ukrainian churches.
In her post for which the social network deleted her
account, Ms. Stefanchuk wrote about the day the Soviet
army retreated from Lviv under pressure from Germany.
As they fled on July 3, 1941, Soviet troops killed thousands
of Ukrainians, including those imprisoned as counter-revolutionary elements, Ms. Stefanchuk wrote, adding that they
included intellectuals, teachers and students. She wrote
that the Soviets shot people and threw grenades into the

Ms. Stefanchuk’s Facebook page

Ustia Stefanchuk with her dog

cells, and the advancing Germans then opened Lviv prisons and let residents recognize their relatives.
In a photo attached to the post, Ms. Stefanchuk explained
that a young woman from Lviv, wearing an embroidered
dress, was clearly horrified by her surroundings. She had
just seen hundreds of half-decomposed corpses. Others
from the city were in the midst of trying to find their relatives among the dead. She notes also that, due to a lack of
time and fear of the oncoming German army, the Soviets
piled dozens of dead bodies in prison cells.
“Another photo included with the post showed a girl in
uniform in an NKVD prison after the escape. This is a wellknown photo,” Ms. Stefanchuk wrote in Ukrainian. A
Facebook user recognized her own mother in the picture
and noted it in the comments.
The post received 1,000 likes, 120 comments and 424
shares.
“At some point, I received a message from a friend asking why he couldn’t see my page and post,” Ms. Stefanchuk
said. “I was a little taken aback and went to see what was
going on. First Facebook sent me a standard text about a
30-day ban because of this post, which violates, it turns
out, community standards. After that, I received a notification that my account has been blocked without the right to
renew it.”
Ms. Stefanchuk also received a letter by e-mail stating
that the page had been permanently blocked. She said that
she has been blocked before for similar posts about the history of Ukraine. However, the block was lifted the past two
times as soon as she wrote to Facebook support staff. She
said that they even apologized.
The account was initially blocked “without the right to
appeal,” according to the letter she received, and without
giving Ms. Stefanchuk the ability to regain content that is
her intellectual property.
Ms. Stefanchuk wrote to the Facebook office in Ukraine
asking that they clarify why her account was permanently
banned, and she asked that Facebook renew her account.
On July 8 Ms. Stefanchuk’s account was renewed.
“I was unlocked! I can’t believe it! My account exists
again after ‘closing without the right to restore,’” Ms.
Stefanchuk wrote on her Facebook page.
She is still trying to understand why she was initially
banned and why Facebook ultimately restored her page,
but her first concern was to secure all of her data that she
previously posted on the site.
“I’m copying all the data now because who knows what

20-year-old Maria Lys (center, wearing an embroidered
shirt), searches for her relatives among the dead in
Brygidky prison in Lviv in 1941. Ms. Stefanchuk’s
Facebook page was banned after she posted and wrote
about this picture.
can happen next,” she wrote after her account was
renewed.
“Gigabytes of information, all photo archives, including
precious photos of abandoned churches in Canada, all my
notes, all contacts,” she said about the data she had posted
to the site.
“The messenger, of course, was also deleted, with all the
correspondence with people and information that is
important to me. And all because of Ukrainian history, told
through the prism of my grandmother. I am terribly hurt
and sad,” Ms. Stefanchuk wrote before her account was
reinstated. “Most of all, [I am hurt and sad because] there is
no influence on it, that Ukrainians are again everywhere
censored and disenfranchised.”
After she found out that her account was reinstated, she
thanked her followers for their support, which she believes
helped bring Facebook’s attention to the issue.
Meanwhile, Volodymyr Viatrovych, a national deputy in
(Continued on page 13)
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The Ukrainian Weekly
Contributing to the UNF
A story on page 4 of this week’s issue of The Weekly highlighted the contributions
made over the years by Peter Jarosewycz, a retired attorney who lives in Kansas City,
Mo., to the Ukrainian National Foundation, a 501 (c) (3) organization that performs
charitable activities on behalf of the Ukrainian National Association, which is the
parent company of this newspaper.
Mr. Jarosewycz first began supporting the UNF with financial donations more
than two decades ago because, living in the American heartland far removed from
the Ukrainian American diaspora, he wanted to find some way to support Ukrainian
cultural institutions that he believed were irreplaceable parts of the community.
More importantly, he wanted to spread the message that everyone in the Ukrainian
diaspora can, in their own way, support different projects that they believe are vitally
important.
Speaking with The Weekly for a story that first ran on December 10, 2000, Mr.
Jarosewycz said, “Everyone has something to offer, in terms of volunteering their time
or talents or skills, or making monetary contributions, according to the degree of
their individual commitment and resources.” Though more than two decades have
passed, Mr. Jarosewycz said during a conversation with The Weekly on July 7 that his
thoughts on the issue have not changed, and he hoped his story might encourage others to find their own way to support Ukrainian organizations that they care about.
Mr. Jarosewycz chose to support various projects under the umbrella of the UNF.
And while all of the UNF projects are important to him, two in particular stand out.
The UNA Publications Endowment Fund and the fund that supports the Soyuzivka
Heritage Center are of particular importance to him because, he said, if Svoboda, The
Ukrainian Weekly and Soyuzivka disappeared, it would be difficult, if not impossible,
to replace them. We couldn’t agree more and we hope Mr. Jarosewycz’s story will
spur others to, in their own way, do what they can to help ensure that these cultural
institutions not only survive, but thrive. There are too many successful individuals
of Ukrainian descent throughout both the United States and Canada for us to talk
about survival. There are millions of self-identified Ukrainians in North America,
most of whom could bring a wealth of professional knowledge, industry experience
or financial resources to our diaspora organizations. With their support, these organizations would be thriving. Sadly, many truly are only surviving.
We would like to express our utmost gratitude to Mr. Jarosewycz for his support
throughout the past two decades of the UNF, Soyuzivka and the UNA Publications
Endowment Fund. Such generous support ensures that Soyuzivka, Svoboda and The
Ukrainian Weekly will continue to be part of our community for many years to come.
Readers who would like to contribute to the UNF may call the UNA at 973-2929800. Staff are available to answer questions and provide assistance for individuals
who would like to contribute. Your continued support, financial or otherwise, is
greatly needed and appreciated.

July

Turning the pages back...

17

Seven years ago, on July 17, 2014, Malaysia Airlines Flight 17
(MH17), a Boeing 777 commercial airliner flying out of
Amsterdam to Kuala Lumpur, carrying 280 passengers and 15
crew members was downed over eastern Ukraine by what was
suspected to be a surface-to-air missile.
Both Ukrainian and Russian authorities denied responsibility,
and the so-called “separatist” leaders of the Donetsk People’s Republic claimed that they
did not possess weapons with an altitude range of 10,000 meters.
An investigation was launched by Ukraine, with Dutch experts invited to assist in the
investigation, as well as members of the International Civil Aviation Organization and
other international experts. President Petro Poroshenko said, “I would like to note that we
are calling this not an incident, not a catastrophe, but a terrorist act.”
The downing of MH17 was the third known aircraft to be shot down over Ukrainian
airspace, including an An-26 and an Su-25 of the Ukrainian Armed Forces.
Shortly before reports had surfaced about the downing of MH17, posts on Russian
social media site Vkontakte claimed that insurgents in the Russia-backed regions of the
Donbas had shot down the plane.
Igor Girkin, a Russian military intelligence officer known by his alias Strelkov, wrote: “In
the vicinity of Torez [located 40 kilometers east of Donetsk, with a population of 80,000],
we just downed a plane, an An-26. It is lying somewhere in the Progress Mine. We have
issued warnings not to fly in our airspace. We have video confirming. The bird fell on a
waste heap. Residential areas were not hit. Civilians were not injured.” Included in the
post were two videos that showed a rising plume of black smoke in the distance.
The international Joint Investigation Team (JIT), led by Dutch experts, has presented
evidence that a Russian-made Buk missile system shot down MH17 and that the weapon
came from a military base in Russia. A trial is being held at the International Criminal
Court (ICC) at The Hague, and three Russians (Igor Girkin, Sergei Dubinsky, Oleg Pulatov)
and one Ukrainian (Leonid Kharchenko) have been named as suspects, but none of them
are expected to appear in court to face prosecution. Mr. Pulatov is the only suspect that has
legal representation at the trial. Russia continues to deny involvement in the deadly attack
that killed all 298 people on board, comprising citizens from 10 different countries (193 of
them Dutch, 43 Malaysian, 27 Australian, 12 Indonesians, 10 Britons, four Germans, four
Belgians, three Filipinos, one Canadian and one New Zealander). Russia also claims that
“evidence” it had provided to investigators or the ICC had been disregarded, and that a fair
trial is not possible.

2014

Sources: “Malaysian airliner down in Ukraine,” (RFE/RL, AFP and The New York Times),
“Poroshenko orders investigation,” (Official website of Ukraine’s President), and “Downed plane
claim on social media,” (RFE/RL Ukrainian Service), The Ukrainian Weekly, July 20, 2014.
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Ukraine’s...
(Continued from page 1)
However, yields are still inefficiently low
compared with European Union (EU) and
U.S. rates. For example, corn yields are a
third lower than in the U.S. and wheat
about a quarter below the EU, a Bloomberg
dispatch from Ukraine states.
The new law is being implemented in
stages. Currently, only agricultural land
used for harvesting, orchards, pasture and
other designated means can be sold
between Ukrainians. Only 100 hectares or
less can be sold.
In 2024, the law will allow Ukrainian
legal entities to qualify to sell land, with up
to 10,000 hectares able to be sold.
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy’s
administration wants to hold a national referendum on whether to further open the
land market to foreigners. That would
mean that about 40 million Ukrainians will
decide the fate of the approximately 7 million owners of arable land.
Current farmland owners have lease
agreements that could range from five to
up to 30 years. The status quo so far has led
to inadequate investment in the land and
the slow demise of rural communities
because small, medium and large agroholdings refrain from investing in land they
don’t own.
Small to medium-sized farmers with little access to affordable lending or capital
markets are left on their own because they
can’t collateralize their land as farmers do
in other countries. In other countries, farmers can pledge repayment when they buy
agricultural goods they need during the
sowing and harvesting seasons. Now, this
dynamic could change in Ukraine.
That includes investments in quality
seeds, pesticides, herbicides, machinery,
manpower and the latest precision farming
technologies, such as the use of drones,
global positioning systems and drip irrigation.
About “17 villages disappear from
Ukraine’s map each year,” said Denys
Bashlyk, co-founder of Land Club, an organization that provides consultations for
people who wish to buy or lease farmland
as a source of residual income.
As the former head of the state service
of geodesy, cartography and cadaster, he
said that only about 73 percent of the
nation’s agricultural land has been
mapped, “with the remaining metes and
bounds” being left to potential dispute
between land claimers.
Big farms with more than 20,000 hectares lease the majority of available farmland, he added. A handful of farms range
between 250,000 to 500,000 hectares and
are known as Latinfundists, named after
their counterparts in Argentina and Brazil.
Those who have land in Ukraine’s socalled “sunflower belt” in the central
regions where fertile black soil earth is
found can expect to fetch up to $2,300$2,400 per hectare, Mr. Bashlyk said. The
average yearly lease rate is about $150 per
hectare.
An opinion column penned by Arup
Banerji, World Bank regional country director for Eastern Europe, states that “land
reform that truly allows owners and users
to take control of their land can be transformative.”
Current land tenants could provide up to
$3 billion every year to land leasers, he
said.
“For rural residents and small farmers,
this can create some $24 billion of collateralizable assets that allow them to invest in
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irrigation, horticulture or non-agricultural
small enterprises. And for local communities and local governments, this can provide an income stream of up to $2 billion
annually to better the lives of Ukrainians,”
Mr. Benerji wrote.
There were 322 land sale transactions
that took place in the first six days since the
law went into force, Prime Minister Denys
Shmyhal said at a Cabinet of Ministers
meeting on July 7.
“The launch of the land market…[is] one
of the greatest achievements since independence,” he said. “Ukrainians have
become the real masters of their land,
because from now on they cannot just own
it, but at will freely dispose of it.”
Selling arable land to foreigners is
strongly opposed by the public, however.
More than 80 percent of people aged 18
years and over oppose the sale of farmland
to foreigners, a June survey by the Kyiv
International Institute of Sociology says.
And more than 70 percent support holding a nationwide referendum on whether
foreigners should have farmland ownership rights.
The topic has since 2001 been a tool of
manipulation for politicians and it has also
been a problematic subject throughout
Ukraine’s history, said Alex Lissitsa, president of the Ukrainian Agribusiness Club, an
advocacy group for the farming industry.
The topic has been “politicized” by “populist politicians,” Mr. Lissitsa said, in part
because of Ukraine’s history with forced
collectivization of farmland, grain and livestock in the early 1930s in the USSR that
led to the forced starvation of up to 10 million Ukrainians, according to certain estimates.
“If the land reform had taken place 20
years ago, nobody would care by now,” he
said, adding that “Ukrainians don’t really
understand the issue.”
Foreigners already lease and cultivate
farmland in Ukraine, including rich but
food-dependent Gulf states like the government-run Saudi Agricultural & Livestock
Investment Company, which owns Mriya
Agro Holding. Most of their land is in
Ternopil Oblast.
After Mr. Zelenskyy visited the United
Arab Emirates earlier this year, $3 billion
worth of cooperation deals were signed.
Still, an online farmland platform called
Dobrozem has sprung up, Dmytro Dubilet,
a former executive at online bank
Monobank, announced earlier this month.
“The process of buying/selling land in
our country is quite complicated,” Mr.
Dubilet wrote on his Telegram channel. “It
involves notaries, banks, appraisers [and]
tenants with priority right of redemption.
We have worked out this process in detail,
and our support service will help sellers at
all stages.”
Current lessees have land purchase priority rights and can transfer them, but that
process is complicated and unclear, according to the legislative language, Mr. Lissitsa
said.
“The notaries don’t understand how this
could be done [to transfer ownership
rights],” he said.
In an opinion piece for the Washingtonbased Atlantic Council, Agriculture Minister
Roman Leshchenko said that “steps are
currently underway to eliminate obsolete
auctions that demand physical presence
and are often subject to questionable outcomes.”
He said online auctions for farmland
would take place on the government’s
“transparent auction” platform known as
Prozorro, which is used for the vast majority of public procurement tenders.
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Trudeau must do more to hallow the remains of Ukrainians found in Spirit Lake
by Lubomyr Luciuk
Last month Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau reminded Canadians that, “As a
Catholic, I am deeply disappointed by the
position…the Catholic Church has taken
now and over the past many years [of not]
showing the leadership that quite frankly is
supposed to be at the core of our faith, of
forgiveness, of responsibility, of acknowledging truth.” Evocative words, especially
delivered in the well-practiced, rather unctuous tone he deploys whenever apologizing for some historical injustice.
Anyway, as Mr. Trudeau was frank about
his faith, I shall follow his good example. I,
too, was schooled in a Roman Catholic
world, although I’m different for having
been baptized into the Ukrainian Catholic
faith of my parents. This circumstance
would occasionally provoke the displeasure
of the nuns and priests into whose (sometimes not entirely gentle) hands I was
placed, from kindergarten to Grade 13 in
Ontario’s separate school system. I recall
being punished for blessing myself “backwards” (from right to left instead of left to
right as Roman Catholics do).
And there was no understanding of who I
was – most people then, whether adults or
schoolyard friends, had never heard of
Ukraine, they questioned its existence and

Prime Minister...
(Continued from page 1)
“I bow my head in respect and admiration to you,” Ms. Šimonytė said. “Ukraine’s
path toward true independence, European
integration and democratic reforms began
on the Maidan, where free citizens gathered
to decide their own destiny. The voice of the
Ukrainian people was loud and their choice
was absolutely clear. The Maidan has
become a birthplace of a new Ukraine, a
Ukraine that is united and reformed. And at
the same time Maidan is synonymous with
Ukraine’s strong civil society – one that
many countries, actually, could envy. Sevenand-a-half years have passed since those
days, the days of tough determination, sacrifice and glory. But civil society still remains
the driving force of reforms in Ukraine.”
Ms. Šimonytė made clear that further
progress depends on the Ukrainian government genuinely respecting the input of civil
society, stating that “much has been
achieved [but] a lot still remains to be done
to build a country your heroes have fought
for – a truly democratic, strong and prosperous country.”
She pledged Lithuania’s continued friendship and support in achieving that goal.
“But Ukraine will succeed only if the government and civil society work together, if
they maintain a real dialogue, unwavering
resolve and ownership of the reforms-thatare-needed process,” the Lithuanian prime
minister said. “No democratic country can
be a success story without civil society.
And Ukraine has a strong one. The task for
us politicians is to listen to it and to
empower it.”
Also speaking at the forum were several
representatives of civil society who provided assessments of the government’s and
parliament’s reform track record. The presenters in this group were Yuliia Kyrychen
ko (co-chair of the RPR Coalition Board,
member of the Centre of Policy and Legal
Reform Board), Mariya Heletiy (deputy
chief of party, ISAR Ednannia), Mykhailo
Zhernakov (head of the board, DEJURE

my very identity. Of course, I concede my
name didn’t help – for most then, and now,
it’s unpronounceable, unspellable, “notCanadian.” It took years before I learned how
to stand up to the bullies and bigots – like the
otherwise respectable-looking woman on a
Kingston bus who told my mother and me to
“stop speaking our f…king foreign language.”
I’ve gotten over such slights. Having a
Christian appreciation of this world, I accept
that the cretins will always be with us. I see
evidence of it almost daily.
Thinking back, I remember another incident in Grade 9 at Regiopolis College, then
an all-boys high school. A Jesuit, Father P.J.
Ambrosie, was charged with our religious
education. It was probably in mid-March
1968 that he solemnly exposed an oil painting, hung out of reach on our classroom’s
wall. It was Joseph Légaré’s “The
Martyrdom of Fathers Brébeuf and
Lalemant.” By today’s standards the imagery was tame. But then Father Ambrosie
began telling us about Christophe Regnaut’s
account of what happened. Knowing how
fragile readers are these days, I’ll not cite the
account found in the Jesuit Recollections.
Suffice it to record that these Blackrobes
were tortured savagely – beaten, burned,
scalded, dismembered, even parts of their
flesh and blood consumed ritually.
Hearing all this, I blurted out the first

thought that came into my head, asking by
what right these priests came to another
people’s land, attempting to convert them
to a foreign faith? Unintentionally, these
words deeply offended my teacher. I was
ordered into the hallway. I knew I’d be sent
to the principal and punished. So, I attempted a defense, only to be subjected to such a
loud scolding that a novitiate, Berkeley
Brean, came to investigate. He calmed
Father Ambrosie, reminding him that
Jesuits are supposed to encourage students
to ask questions, even hard ones.
Decades have passed. While I consider
myself a man of faith, I can’t call myself a
Catholic, of Latin or Eastern Rite, for I do not
accept all of the Church’s teachings. In this I
apparently also differ from our prime minister, who seems able to pick and choose what
to believe, yet remain a Catholic. That’s not
actually how it works. But, since Mr.
Trudeau has proclaimed his faith, has even
assigned himself the role of preaching to
Pope Francis about how His Holiness must
apologize to victims of the residential
schools, I’ve a few questions for him.
Mr. Prime Minister: why hasn’t your government helped us to hallow the remains of
the Ukrainian men and children found in the
Spirit Lake internee cemetery? Branded
“enemy aliens,” scooped up from Montreal’s
St. Michael’s Ukrainian Catholic parish, these

innocents were transported into the remote
Abitibi. Confined behind Canadian barbed
wire, they were forced to heavy labor for the
profit of their jailers. At least 16 perished
from disease, accidents or were killed
attempting to escape. Their remains were
left in a boneyard now all but lost to the
boreal forest. We’ve been telling you their
story for years. Are they, your fellow Quebec
Catholics, less worthy of memory than the
unfortunates of the federally organized residential schools? Apparently, the louts who
targeted Calgary’s Assumption of the
Blessed Virgin Mary Ukrainian Catholic
Church felt so, for they vandalized a plaque
recalling Canada’s first national internment
operations [for more on this story, see page 3
of this issue of The Weekly]. I am reminded
of what Christ said from the Cross: “Lord forgive them for they know not what they do.”
One other thing. I assume you know, but
if not, ask your parish priest who Canada’s
patron saint is. Just in case you don’t really
have a confessor, and for the edification of
our many non-Catholic fellow citizens, I’ll
tell you – that would be Father Brébeuf. He
was a Catholic, too, although not quite of
the same faith as you.

Foundation), Roman Smaliuk (expert on
the judiciary, Centre of Policy and Legal
Reform Board) and Andrii Borovyk (executive director, Transparency Ukraine).
While acknowledging a number of
reform achievements of the government
and parliament, their list of reforms that
are still needed was quite long and concerning.
Kara McDonald, U.S. deputy assistant
secretary of state for democracy, human
rights and labor, focused on many of the
reform priorities raised by the Ukrainian
activists. She highlighted the need to
address a set of reforms designed to
strengthen what is often referred to as
Ukraine’s anti-corruption architecture. She
specifically mentioned reforms relating to
the National Anti-Corruption Bureau of
Ukraine, the High Council of Justice, the
High Qualifications Commission of Judges,
asset declarations, the selection process for
the Specialized Anti-Corruption Prosecutor,
corporate governance, the Security Service
of Ukraine and the independence of the
High Anti-Corruption Court.
Ms. McDonald explained that these
reforms all pertain to ending impunity and
building the institutional capacity to hold
corrupt actors accountable.
“Ukraine has come a long way since the
2014 Revolution of Dignity and we should
acknowledge the effort and progress that
has been made since that time. Today,
Ukraine is stronger, it’s more prosperous
and more accountable to its people,” Ms.
McDonald said. “However, we have seen the
oligarchs and vested interests of old
Ukraine that are relentlessly working to
undermine these achievements and to prevent forward progress and momentum.
Corruption remains an existential threat to
a prosperous, free and democratic Ukraine,
and there is still much work to be done to
prevent backsliding and to carry forward
judicial reform and other reforms.”
Describing the toxicity of corruption for
democracy, Ms. McDonald said that it
erodes public trust, undermines human
rights and hinders economic development
and prosperity. And from a national securi-

ty perspective, corruption creates opportunities for Russia and its proxies to buy or to
exercise undue influence in Ukraine.
“Effectively combating corruption will
require a comprehensive doubling down on
multiple, interconnected lines of effort,” she
said.
But she also offered words of support
and encouragement for the Ukrainian nongovernmental sector in its effort to promote reforms.
“I would like to acknowledge the significant contributions of Ukrainian civil society
to advancing reforms in these areas, [for]
all of your work. Thank you to the brave
and tireless advocates, the watchdogs, the
journalists, for everything you do to ensure
a brighter future for all Ukrainians,” Ms.
McDonald said. “Your work is very much
what we see as democracy in action. We
stand with you and the people of Ukraine in
resisting malign actors who seek to
obstruct Ukraine’s Euro-Atlantic integration and this reform effort.”
One of the moderators of the forum,
Jonathan Katz of the German Marshal Fund,
noted that Ukraine’s reform agenda was
sure to be an important part of the upcoming meeting in Washington between U.S.
President Joe Biden and Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy.
Responding to some of the civil society
criticisms of reform shortcomings, Mr.
Shmyhal defended the government’s record
by highlighting a number of reforms that
were adopted, including those pertaining to
energy, the environment, support for small
business, privatization and the sale of agricultural land. He again emphasized his
appreciation for the efforts of civil society.
“Indeed, a strong civil society and an
effective interaction with it is truly an
important component of successful implementation of reforms within the triangle of
government-parliament-civil society in
Ukraine,” Mr. Shmyhal said. “It is truly one
of our priorities. Not long ago the government approved a draft presidential national
strategy to support the development of civil
society in Ukraine for 2021-2025. It is a
signal and a symbol of where we are going

and what our priorities are. The development of the strategy itself is an example of a
good interaction between the government
and civil society.”
Mr. Shmyhal described the extensive
engagement of civil society in the process.
“The working group that drafted the
strategy included over 200 representatives
of civil society organizations,” the prime
minister said. “Also, representatives of civil
society organizations and individuals were
able to join the discussion via more than 40
events, which were attended by 300 participants, including at the regional level. The
strategy includes important tasks intended
to enhance mechanisms for civil society
participation and local democracy, including public consultations, online petitions,
participatory budgets, local initiatives. The
government hopes that further implementation of the presidential decree will help
enhance the capacity of civil society institutions and increase participation of civil
society in decision making at all levels…
including cooperation between the triangle
of civil society, government and business.”
In his remarks, First Deputy Speaker of
the Verkhovna Rada Ruslan Stefanchuk
spoke highly of parliament’s engagement
with civil society and quipped that in their
assessments of reform progress the civil
society representatives were not able to
keep up with all the reform legislation that
is being adopted, including the most recent
vote regarding the High Qualifications
Commission of Judges.
Andrius Kubilius, a member of the
European Parliament who spoke during the
forum, said it was time for the EU to develop “a larger strategic attitude” in terms of
being more pro-active in using the “promise of integration” for Ukraine into the EU.
In other words, the EU should offer a “clear
membership perspective” to Ukraine in
order to help sustain and empower
Ukrainian reformers, as was the case with
central European countries that aspired to
join the European Union.

Dr. Lubomyr Luciuk is director of research
for the Ukrainian Canadian Civil Liberties
Association.

Adrian Karmazyn is vice-chair of the
Transatlantic Task Force on Ukraine.
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Ukrainian American gives graduate student convocation speech during NYU ceremony
by Matthew Dubas
PARSIPPANY, N.J. – Roksolana Sheverack,
a student of New York University’s School
of Professional Studies, Division of
Programs in Business, was chosen to be the
graduate student speaker during the
school’s convocation ceremony held online
on May 20.
A Ukrainian immigrant from Yaremche,
Ivano-Frankivsk Oblast, Ms. Sheverack
arrived in the United States with her family
in 2000 at the age of 10. Her experience as
a fourth-grade English as a second language (ESL) student helped shape her aspirations and her abilities to assist other students who are not native English speakers.
In her convocation speech, Ms.
Sheverack spoke of the difficulties she
faced as a student and the strides she took
to overcome those challenges.
“My journey began freshman year of college in an English composition course
when I received my first grade. It was a C,”
Ms. Sheverack said. “With English being
my second language, I knew I was not the
most vigorous writer. But a C? I was so
upset. But little did I know that that grade
would serve as a decisive moment in my
life. It taught me how to reflect on my
weaknesses and turn them into opportunities to overcome a challenge.”
“For a young woman who came to the
United States from Ukraine with her family
at the age of 10, this was a powerful lesson.
I embraced that challenge,” Ms. Sheverack
told her fellow NYU graduates.
Ms. Sheverack later spoke with The
Ukrainian Weekly about her experience
being selected for and giving the prestigious convocation speech.

China deepens...
(Continued from page 1)
And Ukraine’s Foreign Affairs Ministry
allegedly said in a statement on June 24
that Ukraine values its strategic partnership with China, according to media outlets
run by the oppressive Communist country’s government.
The Ukrainian Weekly could not locate
the statement on the Ukrainian Foreign
Affairs Ministry’s website.
China is currently Ukraine’s largest single trading partner, but the two countries
are at loggerheads over control of an
advanced aircraft engine manufacturer
based in Zaporizhia Oblast.
Ukraine’s domestic counter-intelligence
agency, the Security Service of Ukraine
(SBU), seized Motor Sich’s assets and all its
shares based on a court order on March 20.
China has pursued ownership of the strategic defense company to develop its air
force. The United States has opposed the
purchase by a Chinese company that is
allegedly closely tied to the Beijing government and which is currently sanctioned by
the U.S. Commerce Department.
In January, the U.S. imposed restrictive
measures on Chinese aviation firm Skyrizon,
which claims ownership of a majority stake
in Motor Sich. The Commerce Department
said the firm’s “predatory investments and
technology acquisitions in Ukraine represent an unacceptable risk of diversion to
military end use” in China.
In December, Chinese investors filed a
$3.5 billion international arbitration case
against Ukraine, accusing it of wrongfully
taking over the firm after the government

“During the application process to be
selected as a speaker, a committee (comprising student assistants, professors, faculty members, staff from academic departments related to the School of Professional
Studies) reviewed the applicants’ qualifications, and an interview portion examined
the candidate’s involvement at NYU, ending
with a live audition reading of a draft of the
speech,” Ms. Sheverack said.
Ms. Sheverack, who earned a master’s of
science in management and systems with a
concentration in database technologies,
said she plans to pursue a doctorate with
the goal of working in institutional
research in a university setting.
While working as an admissions counselor at the City University of New York
welcome center, Ms. Sheverack used her
previous experience as a non-native
English language speaker to help other prospective students. She also drew on her
Ukrainian background as a resource to help
her be a more compassionate and empathetic admissions counselor.
“Working with local high school students, informing on programs, many students came from beyond the borders of the
U.S.A., and I helped them improve their
English language skills, and when people
found out I was Ukrainian, people just
started showing up, seeking college applications. The Veselka Restaurant in New
York also served as a place to network, with
students finding me through my business
card that I distributed there. I met people
from my hometown in Ukraine, many different ages, but from the same place,” Ms.
Sheverack said.
She completed her undergraduate studies at the Brooklyn Campus of Long Island
initially froze its shares in the company in
2018.
China’s Belt and Road project for wider
economic integration includes Ukraine. It
runs through south and central Asia, and
into Europe. Its maritime and overland
route connects also with Africa and the
Mediterranean Sea.
At least 68 countries and international
organizations have signed infrastructure
agreements with China as part of this initiative. A principal component of it includes
a railway network that connects London to
the Chinese city of Yiwu.
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelens
kyy recently came under the microscope
for his in-country, multi-billion-dollar infrastructure project to renovate and build new
roads, bridges and highways.
The Nashi Hroshi (Our Money) public
procurement watchdog in late June wrote
that much of the bidding for the project’s
tenders won’t go through the much-vaunted electronic ProZorro platform.
The group’s website said in an analysis
of a bill that was passed in June that hardly
any oversight will take place on this
endeavor.
This includes the $3.5 billion “Ring
Road” beltway in Kyiv that is being built.
The “state[-run] road agency Ukravtodor”
will “singlehandedly choose” to build the
highly anticipated project, the watchdog
said.
The Chinese construction in Ukraine is
designed to be a toll road, with China’s Poly
Changda Engineering Company a major
participant in the project. The beltway will
also link Ukraine’s capital to the Black Sea
port city of Odesa and Chop in westernmost Zakarpattia Oblast.

linkedin.com/roksolanasheverack

Ukrainian American Roksolana Sheverack
was the 2021 New York University School
of Professional Studies graduate student
convocation speaker.
University (LIU), where she graduated with
a double major in English literature and
political science. While at LIU, Ms.
Sheverack served as a mentor and student
ambassador, and it was this experience that
encouraged her to pursue institutional
research focusing on data-driven decisions
to help college students. She told The
Weekly that she plans to take a year off
from studies and will likely continue her
doctorate at NYU, noting, “I’m considering
the testing requirements and am open to
exploring different options.”

When asked about challenges faced in a
climate of cyberattacks and cyber-hacking
as it relates to data integrity and intellectual property, Ms. Sheverack said these topics
were very important to her work.
“This was among my graduate research
topics,” Ms. Sheverack said. “I was hoping
to draw attention to intellectual property
threats, using artificial intelligence in a case
study, related to poetry and [I wanted to
know whether] the software was able to
identify ownership of the poetry examples.
I worked with an intellectual property lawyer to further the research, including using
a robot poet to challenge the ownership
rights to differentiate between the robot
and sonnets by William Shakespeare. It’s an
interesting topic and universities are
expanding this field of study, programs and
funding for students.”
During her time at NYU Ms. Sheverack
was named a Dean’s Graduate Scholar,
served as public relations chairperson of
the Management and Systems Student
Association, was a student orientation leader and a student mentor at the NYU SPS
High School Aspire Program.
While mentoring, she met regularly with
three high school seniors over the course of
10 months, helping them to navigate the
college admissions process by researching
schools and academic programs, reviewing
their college essays and encouraging them
to apply for scholarships.
Ms. Sheverack is a graduate of the St.
(Continued on page 11)
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Court rejects Pukach appeal
The Supreme Court of Ukraine has rejected the appeal of Oleksiy Pukach, a former
top police officer who was convicted in the
murder of investigative journalist Heorhiy
Gongadze. The court handed down its ruling on July 2, saying the verdict and sentence for the former police general remain
unchanged and that his request for a retrial
was rejected. The Pechera District Court in
Kyiv sentenced Mr. Pukach, the Internal
Affairs Ministry’s former surveillance
department chief, to life in prison in January
2013 after finding him guilty of personally
strangling Gongadze to death. Mr. Gongadze,
who exposed high-level corruption, was
kidnapped in September 2000 and his
decapitated body was found outside Kyiv
several months later. Then-president Leonid
Kuchma was accused of involvement in the
murder based on audio recordings secretly
made in his office in which he allegedly conspires against the journalist. Prosecutors
charged Mr. Kuchma with involvement in
the case in 2011. However, a court dropped
the charges later that year saying the main
evidence against Mr. Kuchma had been
obtained by illegal means and therefore

could not serve as the basis for a criminal
complaint. Mr. Pukach was arrested in 2009.
At his trial, he said Mr. Kuchma, his former
chief of staff Volodymyr Lytvyn, and former
Internal Affairs Minister Yuriy Kravchenko
had ordered Mr. Gongadze’s killing. Mr.
Kravchenko was found dead in his apartment near Kyiv in 2005. Official reports said
Mr. Kravchenko committed suicide, but
some Ukrainian media outlets claimed that
he died of two gunshot wounds to his head.
In 2008, three former police officers were
found guilty of taking part in Mr. Gongadze’s
killing and sentenced to lengthy prison
terms. (RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service)
Ukrainian politicians sport national colors

Ukrainian leaders – from the prime minister to the mayor of Kyiv – donned yellowand-blue jerseys to celebrate the national
football team’s win over Sweden in the
European Championships, advancing
Ukraine to the last eight for the first time.
Prime Minister Denys Shmyhal chaired a
Cabinet meeting in a jersey that sported
team captain Andriy Yarmolenko’s No. 7.
Other ministers wore team shirts in the
national colors. “I congratulate and thank
the guys and coaches for this victory,” Mr.
Shmyhal said. “Such things motivate, unite
the country, which supports our team with
all its heart.” Ukraine beat Sweden 2-1 at
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the end of extra time in Glasgow on June 29,
matching the country’s biggest achievement at a major tournament. Ukraine last
advanced to the quarterfinal stage at the
2006 World Cup. Kyiv Mayor Vitali
Klitschko posted a picture of himself on
Instagram in a blue national team jersey
trimmed in yellow and holding two thumbs
up. “Go Ukraine! Glory to the Heroes!” he
wrote in an accompanying caption.
Ukraine’s jerseys for Euro 2020 sparked
controversy earlier this month when
Moscow objected over an outline on them
that included Ukraine’s Crimean Peninsula,
which Russia seized in 2014. Russia was
also upset over the patriotic phrases “Glory
to Ukraine!” and “Glory to the heroes!” that
were written on the shirts. European football’s governing body UEFA initially
approved the design but later ordered the
removal of the “Glory to the heroes!” slogan,
saying the combination of the two phrases
was “clearly political in nature.” After the
Kremlin took Crimea by force, Russia tried

RFE/RL president...
(Continued from page 3)
nalists working with the Crimea.Realities
outlet alone have been forced to stop their
work or leave Crimea as a result.
The Russian Justice Ministry has designated Crimea.Realities, as well as eight RFE/
RL reporting projects serving Russian audiences, as media “foreign agents,” subject to
onerous reporting and labeling regulations.
RFE/RL currently faces $3.4 million in fines
associated with Russia’s unjust assault on
media outlets it considers “foreign agents,”
and is challenging the fines before the
European Court of Human Rights.
RFE/RL relies on its networks of local

OKSANA STANKO
Ukrainian National Assn., Inc.

Tel.: 908-872-2192

Lawmakers approve bills on reforms

Ukraine’s parliament, the Verkhovna
Rada, has approved several draft laws
aimed at reforming the judiciary and curbing corruption as Kyiv seeks to secure more
loans from the International Monetary Fund
(IMF) under a $5 billion financing program
approved last year. The bills approved by
Ukrainian lawmakers on June 29 include a
(Continued on page 11)

reporters to provide accurate news and
information to more than 41 million people
every week in 27 languages and 23 countries where media freedom is restricted, or
where a professional press has not fully
developed. Its videos were viewed 6.5 billion
times on Facebook, YouTube, and
Instagram/IGTV in fiscal year 2020. RFE/RL
is an editorially independent media company funded by a grant from the U.S. Congress
through the U.S. Agency for Global Media.
Copyright 2021, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW,
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see
https://pressroom.rferl.org/a/31344321.
html).
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to legitimize its actions with a referendum
widely derided as a sham. This vote was
conducted in a heavily militarized environment and was illegal under the Ukrainian
Constitution. The result has never been recognized by most of the international community. Ukraine’s quarterfinal match was
against England on July 3 in Rome, which
they lost 4-0. The team was considered an
underdog against England, which advanced
on June 29 by defeating Germany. (RFE/RL,
with reporting AP and AFP)
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draft law on reestablishing the High Judicial
Council (VRP), a special commission on
appointing judges and other related activities. According to the bill, international
experts will comprise the majority of the
VRP’s staff members, while a special service
of disciplinary inspectors will control the
VRP’s work. Another bill approved in its
final reading by Ukrainian lawmakers on
June 29 is a law to impose jail sentences on
officials who make false income or asset
declarations. That bill stipulates that those
officials who do not submit asset declarations or fail to declare assets worth more
than 4.2 million hryvnias ($150,000) could
face up to one year in jail. The bills officially
become laws once they are published. Last
year, the IMF approved the $5 billion loan
program and disbursed the first tranche of
$2.1 billion to help the Ukrainian economy
as it struggled with the coronavirus pandemic and systemic corruption woes.
However, further loans have been put on
hold due to the slow pace of reforms and
anti-corruption efforts in Ukraine. (RFE/
RL’s Ukrainian Service, with reporting by
Reuters and UNIAN)
Multinational naval drills continue in Black Sea

Nearly two weeks of multinational naval
exercises are happenning in the Black Sea
amid warnings from Russia that it will
respond to challenges in contested waters
off Ukraine after an incident with a British
warship last week. The annual Sea Breeze
exercise runs from June 28 through July 10
with the participation of 32 countries. Most
Black Sea nations, NATO allies, and partners are joining the exercise, providing
5,000 troops, 32 ships, 40 aircraft, and 18
special operations and dive teams. This
year, Ukraine and the United States are co-

hosting the exercise involving sea, land and
air components. The drills across the Black
Sea region come after Russia claimed on
June 23 that it fired warning shots and
dropped bombs in the path of the British
destroyer HMS Defender to force it to
change course from the area near the
Crimean city of Sevastopol. Britain’s
Defense Ministry denied that the HMS
Defender had been fired upon, saying that
Russia was carrying out a previously
announced “gunnery exercise” in the area.
Britain said it was practicing freedom of
navigation in Ukrainian and international
waters. In response to the incident, Moscow
warned it was prepared to fire on warships
entering territorial waters it claims around
Ukraine’s Crimean Peninsula, which Russia
seized in March 2014 in a move not recognized by most of the international community. The Russian Embassy in Washington
has called on the United States and its allies
to avoid military exercises in the Black Sea,
saying such maneuvers “increase the risk of
unintentional incidents” and embolden
Ukraine. Ukrainian Foreign Affairs Minister
Dmytro Kuleba said last week that the incident with the British destroyer showed that
Russia’s “aggressive and provocative policies” in the Black Sea and nearby Azov Sea
constituted a “continuous threat to Ukraine
and its allies.” Mr. Kuleba called for more
cooperation in the Black Sea between NATO
and Ukraine, which aspires to join the alliance. (RFE/RL, with reporting by Reuters)

Classified documents on U.K. destroyer found

Classified defense documents containing
details about the U.K. military vessel HMS
Defender and the British military have
been found at a bus stop in the country, the
BBC reported on June 27. The British government said the employee concerned with
the loss of documents reported it last week,
and an investigation has been launched. A
member of the public, who wanted to
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remain anonymous, contacted the BBC
after finding 50 pages of classified information in a soggy heap behind a bus stop in
Kent on June 22. The papers included one
set of documents which discussed the
potential Russian reaction to HMS
Defender’s transit through Ukrainian
waters off the Crimea coast on June 23,
according to the BBC, while another laid
out plans for a possible British military
presence in Afghanistan. The Defense
Ministry said that HMS Defender “conducted innocent passage through Ukrainian territorial waters in accordance with international law.” A spokesperson said: “As the
public would expect, the Ministry of
Defense plans carefully.” The spokesperson
added: “The Ministry of Defense was
informed last week of an incident in which
sensitive defense papers were recovered by
a member of the public. The department
takes the security of information extremely
seriously and an investigation has been
launched.” Britain’s main opposition
Labour Party said the discovery of the documents by a member of the public was “as
embarrassing as it is worrying for ministers.” Labour’s defense policy chief John
Healey said ministers needed to confirm
that national security had not been undermined or security operations affected and
that “procedures are in place to ensure
nothing like this happens again.” The HMS

Ukrainian American...
(Continued from page 9)

George Academy in New York, and her current involvement with Ukrainian community organizations has taken a back seat to
her studies. However, she had an internship
with the Ukrainian Congress Committee of
America that she said helped with her
political science major.
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Defender is part of the U.K. Carrier Strike
Group currently heading to the Indo-Pacific
region. Russia claimed that its vessels on
June 23 fired warning shots and a military
plane dropped bombs in the path of the
British destroyer HMS Defender to force it
to change course from the area near the
Crimean city of Sevastopol. Britain’s
Defense Ministry denied the HMS Defender
had been fired upon, saying that Russia was
carrying out a previously announced “gunnery exercise” in the area. Russia seized
Ukraine’s Crimea region in March 2014,
sending in troops and staging a referendum
denounced as illegitimate by at least 100
countries. Western countries have imposed
sanctions on Russia over the annexation of
Crimea, the treatment of jailed opposition
activist Alexei Navalny, election interference and cyberattacks on U.S. infrastructure blamed on Russian hackers. British
Foreign Secretary Dominic Raab reiterated
during a visit to Singapore that “no shots
were fired” as the British ship was “conducting innocent passage through
Ukrainian territorial waters.” British
Cabinet member George Eustice said on
June 24 in a televised interview that his
country’s warships could sail again through
the disputed waters around Crimea
because Russia’s seizure of Crimea was illegal. (RFE/RL, with reporting by the BBC,
dpa, and Reuters)
“I assisted new students, and many had
international backgrounds, among them
many first-generation Americans. I had an
opportunity to engage with Ukrainian
Americans in a process that can be overwhelming,” she said.
The video of the convocation can be
viewed online via YouTube, https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=_MWMBPowBDA.
Ms. Sheverack’s address begins at 52:41
seconds of the video.

With deep sorrow we announce that

Sophie Szpak
passed away peacefully at the age of 98 on June 23, 2021,
in Greenwich, Connecticut, surrounded by
her loving and devoted family.
Born in Ukraine on March 6, 1923, she lived her life
with enthusiasm and happiness, filling it with laughter,
music and dancing with family and a multitude of
friends.
She was predeceased by her loving husband of
52 years, Dmytro Szpak. She is one of the last of the
“Greatest Generation” and displayed the strength that
all Ukrainian women possess. She was very proud to
be a Ukrainian American! She especially loved her
work at Soyuzivka in Kerhonkson, New York, managing
hospitality in the dining room, weddings and special
events, becoming a legend with all the workers and

guests. The Sunflowers were her signature touch that
she loved and planted throughout the estate.
We mourn the loss of our beloved mother and will
miss her dearly, but will always celebrate with gratitude
her long and remarkable life. Her memory will never be
forgotten by her friends and all the people whose lives
she touched.
She is survived by her loving daughters Maria and her
husband Trey Kelsey of Greenwich, Connecticut and
Barbara and her husband Charles Jeﬀrey of London,
England.

Вічная пам’ять!
May she rest in Eternal Peace!
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Facebook removes... UCCLA condemns...
(Continued from page 4)

(Continued from page 3)

the Ukrainian parliament and an ex-chairman of the Ukrainian Institute of National
Memory, clarified that thanks to Ms. Stefan
chuk’s letter and that the comment on her
page was made by Lesia Rudavska Kolenska,
it was possible to find out that the young
Ukrainian woman in the photo was Maria
Lys, who was 20 when the picture was
taken, according to Mr. Viatrovych.
Ms. Lys was studying in Lviv to be an
accountant before the Bolsheviks came in
1939. Under the Soviets, she studied typing
and began working as a typist. On the
morning of June 30, 1941, she learned that
the Soviets had fled and, at the same time,
that thousands of prisoners had been killed
in prisons. Ms. Lys, along with others, tried
to find among the dead relatives or friends
who had previously been taken by the
Soviets.
“I have recorded memories of my grandmother Irena, at that time a 16-year-old,
who rode a bicycle to search for her closest
friend, not yet knowing that she was in one
of those mass graves,” Ms. Stefanchuk
wrote in a Facebook post. “Recalling those
days in early summer, the grandmother
kept saying that the heat made it impossible to smell anything but the corpses in
several parts of the city, especially on
Horodotska Street. Lviv was permeated
with horror and crazy cries of parents,
mothers, people who found the mutilated
bodies of their relatives, and a disgusting
whiff of death.”
“My grandmother’s friend was identified
a few days later by her father,” Ms. Stefan
chuk wrote. “He saw her braids and
clothes, everything that could be found
among the mountains of half-decomposed
bodies. My husband’s mother’s aunt was
found among the others killed. [She was
found] only by a bloody picture in her
pocket. Such stories exist in almost every
family in western Ukraine, from Zolochiv to
Buchach, from Stanislavіv to Lutsk,” Ms.
Stefanchuk wrote in the post that lead to
her page being removed.
Ms. Stefanchuk said she wrote her post
to discuss taboo topics of Ukrainian history.
She also wrote about the SS Galicia Division
division, adding that the people of Lviv
joined the German divisions because they
believed that there could be nothing worse
than the Soviet military. The following day
her page was blocked.

the whereabouts of at least one child, Nellie
Manko, remain uncertain. Despite repeated
requests from the Ukrainian Canadian community for government assistance in
restoring, properly marking and hallowing
this unique historical site, no action has
been taken. Why should this internee cemetery be forgotten? This internee cemetery
is rapidly deteriorating and will soon vanish into boreal forest. That is unacceptable.
“Now that a $27 million federal fund has
been established to locate, restore and
properly commemorate burial places
where those innocent of any wrongdoing
were buried, the UCCLA is again asking the
federal Heritage Minister, the Honorable
Steven Guilbeault, to address our concerns
with respect to the Spirit Lake internee

Putin’s penchant...
(Continued from page 2)
ization is hopelessly stuck. Sanctions, even
if presently focused on Belarus, amount to
a sequence of hits on the most vulnerable
sector in Russia’s “defenses” and cannot be
countered symmetrically, because the shifts

UCCLA

The defaced plaque on the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary Ukrainian
Catholic Church in Calgary.
cemetery, to ensure that this site is properly protected and the remains of those buried there are not lost to indifference, ignorance or prejudice. Ukrainian Canadian vic-

tims of unjust federal policies and decisions
are no less worthy of being remembered
than those who suffered similar indignities,
regardless of race, creed or color.”

in the global energy markets increasingly
deny Moscow the opportunity to “weaponize” its export of oil and natural gas. Russia
can only respond to this irreparable breach
of its “economic sovereignty” by striking
back at Western weak points, disregarding
the “red lines” intended to protect them. A
demonstrated readiness to resort to military means is supposed to make Russia’s

own “red lines” unassailable, but they are
compromised more by the apparent degeneration of a corrupt autocracy than by any
external challenges.

The article above is reprinted from
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation,
www.jamestown.org.
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2020 Euro quarterfinal: England 4, Ukraine 0
by Ihor N. Stelmach
SOUTH WINDSOR, Conn. – Their 4-0
drubbing at the feet of England in their
quarterfinal match on July 3 in Rome
should not detract from Ukraine’s accomplishments at the 2020 European
Championships. Coach Andriy Shevchen
ko’s national team finished undefeated in
their qualifying stage, atop powerful
Portugal. In group competition they put a
serious scare into the Netherlands (a 3-2
loss), somewhat easily defeated an inferior
North Macedonia (2-1), and played very
cautiously in a 1-0 timid showing against
Austria. Somehow they survived as one of
the top third-place teams and earned a slot
into the round of 16, where the Ukrainians
surprised an undefeated Sweden with a 3-2
win in extra, extra time. Ukraine was one of
the remaining eight out of a starting 24
nations heading into its match versus
England, an achievement few, if any,
European football experts could have predicted. Oh, and how super, great, cool was it

to watch Ukraine on a national broadcast
network (ABC) on a Saturday afternoon
(East Coast time)?
The matchup of Ukraine and England
was really one of a young, inexperienced
national team going up against a strong,
experienced European powerhouse.
Ukraine was outplayed by a superior opponent in every way. Star forward Harry Kane
scored twice in the one-sided 4-0 win, putting England ahead inside the first four
minutes of the game. Two more goals came
early in the second half, one from Harry
Maguire and another by Kane. Substitute
Jordan Henderson got the fourth at the 63
minute mark.
Three specific British forwards were too
hot for Ukraine to handle, with Raheem
Sterling and Jadon Sancho joining captain
Kane in outstanding play in wide areas.
Sterling, who was a terror on the Ukrainian
defense down the left, played in Kane, who
poked the ball past Ukrainian goalkeeper
Heorhiy Bushchan at four minutes.
Ukraine’s Roman Yaremchuk forced a save

England’s captain Harry Kane prepares to head the ball as Ukraine’s Roman
Yaremchuk defends.

Pavlo Kubanov, Ukrainian Association of Football

The starting 11 of Ukraine’s national team before their match against England during
the quarterfinal of the Euro 2020 soccer tournament.
from England’s Jordan Pickford and a
Declan Rice pile driving shot was kept out
by Bushchan, leaving England looking pretty comfortable up through halftime.
Ukraine gathered some momentum after
injured defender Serhiy Kryvtsov was
replaced by winger Viktor Tsygankov in the
36th minute. Ukraine finished the first half
strongly, only to come out asleep in the second half, allowing England to score again
less than a minute after the restart when a
foul on Kane set up Luke Shaw to deliver a
free kick from the left for Maguire to head
into the net. Four minutes later Sterling
supplied the overlapping Shaw and he
crossed to a rejuvenated Kane for a header
past Bushchan. The fourth goal was still
another header from Henderson, the first
of five substitutes sent on by England coach
Gareth Southgate, who was planning strategy for his upcoming semifinal long before
this quarterfinal was officially concluded.
Shevchenko’s squad came up short in
their bid to take the country to a first ever

major tournament semifinal.
“We had good parts of the game, but set
pieces did not work very well for us today,”
said coach Shevchenko in a post-match
press briefing. “I am really happy with how
the team performed. I want to thank the
players for their attitude today.”
Despite their fortuitous qualification
into the knockout phase, Shevchenko’s
players trusted in the process and culture
developed by their young coach. They kept
Shevchenko’s words at the forefront of
their minds throughout the competition.
“My message to the players was to believe,
we are here and this is our chance to
change the future,” he had told them prior
to the Sweden match.
This was achieved with the victory over
Sweden. Several steps forward were thrust
a bit backward with the poor showing
against England. They won the uphill battle
with Sweden, but failed to navigate the
English mountain. Their next challenge is to
qualify for the 2022 World Cup.

Ukraine beats Sweden at Euro 2020 soccer championship, scores record latest match-winning goal
by Ihor N. Stelmach
SOUTH WINDSOR, Conn. – Andriy
Shevchenko’s playing experience was a big
bonus as Ukraine’s all-time scorer (48
goals) led the national soccer team into a
final tournament for the first time as a
coach. The 44-year-old served as Ukraine’s
captain at the 2016 FIFA World Cup, led the

line during UEFA Euro 2012, and was a
Champions League-winning striker with
AC Milan. Ukraine’s coach since 2016, he
shared his football wisdom with his players
at UEFA Euro 2020.
Shevchenko’s participation in big tournaments such as the European Championship
and the World Cup helped him instruct and
motivate his players. Simply participating in

Pavlo Kubanov, Ukrainian Association of Football

Artem Dovbyk fights for the ball against Swedish players Victor Lindelof (No. 3) and
Filip Helander (No. 14) in Ukraine’s round of 16 match in Glasgow on June 29.

Artem Dovbyk celebrates the game-winning goal against Sweden in Glasgow on June
29 in the round of 16.

the Euro tournament is a great experience.
The atmosphere, team camaraderie and
understanding the meaning of these important games are an integral part of the experience. Small details play a big role in major
tournaments.
Heading into Euro 2020 under Shevchen
ko, Ukraine found a balance between defensive solidarity and attacking creativity with

Andriy Yarmolenko playing the role of
senior attacker, while talents like Ruslan
Malinovskyi, Roman Yaremchuk and
Oleksandr Zinchenko were maturing into
key, relevant performers on the pitch.
Shevchenko has been given due credit for
instilling a winning mentality in his players.
(Continued on page 15)
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Through
August 22
Chicago

THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY

Art exhibit, “The Horizon is a Circle,” featuring works by
Ricardo Manuel Diaz and Margarita Fainshtein, Ukrainian
Institute of Modern Art, www.uima-chicago.org

Through
Exhibit, “Decorative Folk Art of Ukraine,” featuring the
August 27
collection of Yuri Mischenko and Natalie Pawlenko,
Woodbridge, NJ prepared by the Ukrainian National Women’s League of
America (Branch 98), Barron Arts Center, 732-634-0413
or www.facebook.com/BarronArtsCenter
July 15
Online

Presentation by Yuri Mischenko, “Decorative Folk Art of
Ukraine,” Barron Arts Center,
www.facebook.com/BarronArtsCenter

July 15
Online

Virtual trivia night, Ukrainian Canadian Professional and
Business Association (Ottawa branch), hosted via Zoom,
https://bit.ly/TriviaJuly2021

July 24
Online

74th annual Convention of the Ukrainian Orthodox League,
St. Vladimir Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral,
www.uolofusa.org

July 24
Online

Capital Ukrainian Festival (Ottawa), held in an online format,
www.capitalukrainianfestival.com

July 24
Jewett, NY

Virtual concert from Lviv, with pianist Olena Haviuk-Sheremet,
performing works by Brahms, Richard Strauss and Lysenko,
Music and Art Center of Greene County,
www.grazhdamusicandart.org

Ukraine beats...
(Continued from page 14)
At Euro 2020, Shevchenko’s squad was
more a work in progress than a finished
product. His team came on strong late
against the heavily favored Netherlands (a
3-2 loss), putting a serious scare into what
experts considered a European powerhouse. They dominated North Macedonia
(2-1 win) at the outset of their second
game and seemed to perform most cautiously against a strong Austria outfit (1-0
loss), looking like they were playing for a
draw in hopes of advancing to the knockout
stage. Somehow through the ill fortunes of
others, Ukraine made it into the next 16,
paired against Sweden, a matchup of two
blue and gold outfitted clubs.
Sweden and Ukraine met for the first
time since 2012 in the UEFA Euro 2020
round of 16 in Glasgow, Scotland, on June
29, with their last fixture holding particularly fond memories for current coach
Shevchenko. It was Shevchenko who scored
both goals to mark his side’s first ever win
in a Euro tournament against the Swedes
nine years earlier.
Yes, Ukraine reached the round of 16
with two defeats and the worst record of all
advancing teams. But they nonetheless
reached the quarterfinals. Ukraine eliminated previously unbeaten Sweden 2-1
with a late goal in stoppage time at the end
of extra time from a player who had not
played in the entire group stage. Substitute
Artem Dovbyk stooped low to guide a
header from Oleksandr Zinchenko’s cross
past Swedish goalkeeper Robin Olsen. It
was the 24-year-old forward’s first ever
goal for the national team.
Coach Shevchenko was seen running
down the sideline, celebrating with his
players, who next flew to Rome where they
faced England in the quarterfinals on July 3
(see story on page 14 for more coverage of
that game).
Zinchenko scored Ukraine’s first goal,
giving his team the lead in the 27th minute
when he rifled in a low shot set up by a
slick pass from captain Yarmolenko. Emil
Forsberg’s deflected shot from outside the
area in the 43rd minute equalized for
Sweden. It was Forsberg’s fourth goal at
Euro 2020, but a fifth goal eluded him in

the second half despite curling shots off the
post and the crossbar. Sweden had four
superb scoring chances in the second half,
but could not tally a second goal.
Momentum in the match shifted dramatically in extra time when Sweden defender
Marcus Danielson was sent off in the 98th
minute with a red card for following
through on a challenge with a raised boot
on Ukrainian Artem Besedin. The game lost
much of its rhythm and flow in scrappy
extra time periods littered with fouls, injuries, exhausted players and an argument
between the two coaches.
“It was a really hard game,” Shevchenko
said in a post-game media session.
“Everyone understood that the prize at the
end was great. We needed to be strong and
the players showed it today.”
Sweden coach Janne Andersson said he
confronted his counterpart Shevchenko
because he felt the Ukrainians were diving
a bit toward the end.
To get to Glasgow, Ukraine needed a
favor from Sweden to advance. Ukraine
would have been out if Poland had defeated
Sweden in its final group match. Sweden
won that game 3-2 with Forsberg scoring
twice.
Neither team had ever won a knockout
game at a European Championship in a
combined eight previous tournaments.
Both often-cautious squads played more
freely in a wide-open 90 minutes, trying to
grab a chance for a deep run in the arguably weaker half of the draw.
Ukraine’s key creator had been Yarmo
lenko, who plays in England for West Ham.
In setting up Zinchenko’s goal, Yarmolenko
used the outside of his favored left foot to
drift a curling pass across seven defenders
toward their blind side in the penalty area.
After scoring with a first-time shot,
Zinchenko ran away with a finger to his lips
in a gesture he said was to quiet critics.
“In the first three games we received a
lot of criticism, which I think we deserved.”
He said to the media via a translator. “I
showed that they need to support us.”
An exhausted Yarmolenko was taken off
the field for the final period of extra time,
making way for Artem Dovbyk to come on
and score the winning goal. Dovbyk’s gamewinning goal made history as the latest
match-winning finish in European
Championship history, coming at 120:37.
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July 25 through
August 6
Jewett, NY

Folk singing for children workshop, with instruction by
Anna Bachynsky, Music and Art Center of Greene County,
518-263-44670 or Melanieserbay@yahoo.com

July 26-28
Jewett, NY

Rock painting workshop with Sofia Zielyk, highlighting
Ukrainian folk motifs, Music and Art Center of Greene
County, Melanieserbay@yahoo.com or 518-263-4670

July 26 through
August 7
Parma, OH

Bandura Summer Program, Hryhory Kytasty Cleveland
School of Bandura, St. Vladimir Ukrainian Cultural Center,
www.facebook.com/HKClevelandBanduraSchool or
hkbanduraschool@gmail.com

July 30
Online

Online book presentation of “Grey Bees” by Andriy
Kurkov, Temerty Contemporary Ukraine Program,
Harvard University, https://huri.harvard.edu

August 2-4
Jewett, NY

Wreath making with fresh and dried flowers, Music and
Art Center of Greene County, 518-263-4670 or
www.grazhdamusicandart.org

August 2-5
Jewett, NY

Ukrainian embroidery workshop with Lubow Wolynetz,
Music and Art Center of Greene County, 518-263-4670
or Melanieserbay@yahoo.com

August 3, 5, 10, 12 Youth Summer Soccer Skills Clinic, Ukrainian Athletic
Hanover, NJ
Educational Association Chornomorska Sitch, Allegro
School, www.sitchsports.com/program-registration or
SitchYouthSoccer@gmail.com
August 9-13, 16-20 Ukrainian Dance Intensive, instruction by Andrij Cybyk
Whippany, NJ
of the Iskra Ukrainian Dance Ensemble and Academy,
Ukrainian American Cultural Center of New Jersey,
www.iskradance.weebly.com

Entries in “Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to events
advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome submissions
from all our readers. Items will be published at the discretion of the editors
and as space allows. Please send e-mail to mdubas@ukrweekly.com.

JACQUES HNIZDOVSKY
A Great Selection: 45 Prints
Email or call us for a list with prices:
wng@greenbaumprints.com or 508-284-7036

We have been buying and selling fine prints and art for more than 50 years.
Please contact us about selling or purchasing
prints, drawings or paintings by Mr. Hnizdovsky.

William Greenbaum Fine Prints
Rockport, MA 01966
Open By Appointment

Website: www.greenbaumprints.com
Charter Member: International Fine Print Dealers Association
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