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Zelenskyy’s ‘de-oligarchization’ goal important,  
path to success ‘difficult,’ says U.S. official

by Mark Raczkiewycz

KYIV – An overhaul of the nation’s 
domestic counterintelligence agency, the 
Security Service of Ukraine (SBU), along 
with changes in the military’s top brass, 
took place over the past week.

President Volodymyr Zelenskyy on July 
26 dismissed five high-ranking SBU offi-
cers, including two first deputy heads, to 
prepare the KGB-successor agency for sys-
temic “transformation,” a statement on the 
presidential website said.

Col. Gen. Ruslan Khomchak was fired the 
following day as the commander of the 
armed forces, which numbers some 
250,000 troops.  He was subsequently 
appointed as the first deputy secretary of 
the country’s National Security and 
Defense Council. His dismissal was 
explained as an effort to mitigate infighting 
between the armed forces and defense 
ministry headed by Andriy Taran.

“Volodymyr Zelenskyy has no doubts 
about Ruslan Khomchak’s patriotism, loyal-
ty to his oath and professionalism,” presi-
dential spokesman Serhiy Nikiforov said. 
“But the president wants to see a synergy 
between the Ministry of Defense and the 
Armed Forces of Ukraine. Unfortunately, we 
do not see such synergy. We see, on the 
contrary, conflicts.”

In addition, the president on July 28 
replaced the head of the General Staff of the 
Armed Forces of Ukraine, the commander 
of the airborne assault forces and chief of 
the Joint Forces. Respectively, Serhiy 

Korniychuk,  Yevhen Moysiuk and 
Volodymyr Kravchenko were dismissed. 
Mr. Moysiuk was then appointed as deputy 
commander of the armed forces on July 29.

At the SBU, Ruslan Baranetskyi stepped 
down as a first deputy head and as the act-
ing chief of the Anti-Terrorist Center. Vasyl 
Malyuk, another first deputy SBU head, was 
relieved from duties as chief of the Main 
Department for Combating Corruption and 
Organized Crime of the Central Department 
of the SBU.

Leaving his post as deputy SBU chief is 
Serhiy Andrushchenko, whose position was 
changed to first deputy chairman of the 
SBU and head of the Anti-Terrorist Center.

In addition, the head of the SBU’s coun-
terintelligence department for information 
security, Oleksiy Korniychuk, and Vitaliy 
Monastyretskyi, the head of the agency’s 
Chernivtsi Oblast Department, were let go.

Shedding SBU’s Soviet vestiges

The SBU, a powerful and bloated spy 
agency, has for years made few inroads in 
transforming into a modern-day service. 
Since 2016, the International Advisory 
Group (IAG), which includes envoys from 
the European Union, NATO and the U.S., has 
urged the agency to reduce its staff and 
focus on its core competencies of counter-
intelligence, counter-terrorism, protection 
of state secrets and warding off subversion.

Currently, the agency also investigates 
organized and financial crimes and smug-

Citing need for systemic ‘transformation,’ Zelenskyy  
conducts major shakeup of Ukraine’s security service
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by Mark Raczkiewycz

KYIV – Ukraine is jumpstarting a new 
diplomatic initiative to muster internation-
al support for efforts to end Russia’s occu-
pation of the Crimean Peninsula on the eve 
of the 30th anniversary of its renewed 
independence. 

Called the Crimean Platform, it is 
designed to coordinate an international 
response to Russian occupation and pres-
sure Moscow to relinquish its claim on 

Ukraine’s peninsula following its forcible 
seizure in early 2014 while getting Russia 
to the negotiation table.  

The Kremlin has defended its takeover 
of Ukraine’s peninsula as “historical jus-
tice.”  Moscow also has kept the violation of 
international law off the agenda of the so-
called Normandy Format talks between it, 
Kyiv, Berlin and Paris on ending the war in 
the two easternmost regions of Ukraine 
where Russian armed formations still wage 
a war that has resulted in the death of 
14,000 people. 

“Already 28 states and international 
organizations have confirmed their partici-
pation in the Crimean Platform summit,” 
Foreign Affairs Minister Dmytro Kuleba 
told journalists on July 28.

“It will be an unprecedented internation-
al event... Never before have so many states 
gathered in Ukraine to hold such an event at 
the level of presidents, prime ministers and 
parliamentarians,” Mr. Kuleba said.

His press service said on July 29 that 
nearly “180 Ukrainian and foreign experts 
from 33 countries” have also confirmed 
their attendance. 

“The liberation of Crimea is a historical 
task of the Ukrainian state,” the foreign 
affairs minister was quoted as saying. 
“Crimea must be constantly present in the 
expert and scientific thought of the world ... I 
am convinced that…the Crimean Platform is 
a real mechanism that will have long-term 
consequences for Ukraine and the world.”

Acting U.S. Ambassador to Ukraine, 
Charge d’Affaires George Kent, has told 
local media that neither U.S. President Joe 
Biden nor Vice President Kamala Harris 

Ukraine to break ground on new diplomatic 
front to end Russian takeover of Crimea

(Continued on page 7)

Crimea Tatar leader Mustafa Dzhemilev (front, wearing jacket) and activist Enver 
Bekirov (right) on August 26, 2020, stood next to their people’s sky-blue flag that 

includes a golden tamga, which symbolizes balance and equal rights for all people. 

www.facebook.com/enver.bekirov

by Olena Removska
Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty

KYIV – A top U.S. State Department official said the United 
States supports Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy’s goal 
of curtailing the power of tycoons, but cautioned that the path to 
achieving this “is difficult.”

Mr. Zelenskyy’s Servant of the People party on July 1 
approved in the first reading a draft bill – known as “the oligarch 
law” – that seeks to introduce a legal definition for a tycoon and 
impose limitations, including blocking them from financing 
political parties.

The United States has long called on Ukraine to tackle the 
handful of tycoons who wield enormous political influence from 
behind the scenes to the detriment of the country and its citi-
zens. However, the proposed legislation opens the door for sub-
jective targeting, critics warn.

“I agree with the goal of ‘de-oligarchization.’ How it’s done is 
George Kent spoke at Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty’s 

bureau in Kyiv on July 20.

Serhii Nuzhnenko, RadioSvoboda.org via RFE/RL

(Continued on page 4)
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First woman conductor at Bayreuth

Ukrainian-born maestra Oksana Lyniv 
became the first woman to conduct a pro-
duction in the 145-year history of Germany’s 
renowned Bayreuth opera festival. Ms. Lyniv 
opened the festival on July 25 with the pre-
miere of The Flying Dutchman, with German 
Chancellor Angela Merkel and her husband 
in the audience. When asked what she 
thought of the festival having its first female 
conductor, Ms. Merkel simply said, “Finally!” 
Bayreuth is one of the world’s best-known 
music festivals dedicated to the works of 
19th-century German composer Richard 
Wagner. Born in Brody, in western Ukraine, 
to a family of musicians, Ms. Lyniv has spent 
a good part of the past two decades in the 
German-speaking world. The 44-year-old 
has been leading orchestras worldwide and 
since 2017 has been the principal conduc-
tor at the Graz Opera and of the Graz 
Philharmonic Orchestra in Austria. But she 
has also continued to be devoted to the 
development of classical music in Ukraine, 
establishing in 2016 the LvivMozArt 
International Classical Music Festival in 
Lviv and the Youth Symphony Orchestra of 
Ukraine. The festival’s 2020 season was 
canceled due to the coronavirus. This year, 
the number of tickets on sale have been 
reduced and people attending must be fully 
vaccinated, test negative, or show they have 
recovered from COVID-19. (RFE/RL, with 
reporting by AFP and dpa)

Plane crash kills four

A small plane crashed in western 
Ukraine, killing the local pilot and three U.S. 
citizens on board. Police said an Aerospool 
WT10 Advantic aircraft crashed into a 
house in the village of Sheparovtsy, in the 
Ivano-Frankivsk region, in the early after-
noon on July 29. The three passengers were 
Hasidic Jews from the United States, the 
United Jewish Community of Ukraine said. 
A woman and two children who were 
inside the house managed to escape unhurt 
from the crash, police said. (RFE/RL’s 
Ukrainian Service)

Biden urged to reschedule Zelenskyy trip

A bipartisan group of U.S. lawmakers has 
called on the administration of Joe Biden to 

reschedule a visit by Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy in order to allow 
Congress an opportunity to meet the head 
of state, saying the White House appears to 
be “play[ing] politics.” The Biden adminis-
tration said this week that Mr. Zelenskyy 
would make his long-awaited first official 
visit to Washington since taking office more 
than two years ago on August 30, when 
Congress is on summer recess. In a July 22 
letter to Mr. Biden, the four co-chairs of the 
Congressional Ukraine Caucus said the 
White House “seems [to be] seeking to pre-
vent the Congress from directly engaging 
President Zelenskyy” by scheduling the 
meeting during the recess. Ukraine has his-
torically enjoyed strong, bipartisan support 
in Congress since winning its indepen-
dence from Moscow nearly 30 years ago 
and some of its presidents have met with 
U.S. lawmakers during their visits. Mr. 
Zelenskyy’s Western-leaning predecessors 
– former Presidents Viktor Yushchenko and 
Petro Poroshenko – both addressed full 
sessions of Congress on their first official 
visits to Washington. The Biden adminis-
tration made the announcement of the visit 
on July 21, the same day it said it had 
reached an agreement with Germany over 
the completion of a controversial Russian 
natural-gas pipeline designed to circum-
vent Ukraine. Congress has vehemently 
opposed Nord Stream 2, as the pipeline is 
known, saying it will deprive Ukraine of 
crucial transit revenue – estimated to be as 
much as $2 billion a year – and threaten its 
national security. It has twice passed sanc-
tions legislation to stop the completion of 
the pipeline with overwhelming bipartisan 
support, delaying its launch by at least a 
year. However, in its July 21 deal with 
Germany, the Biden administration agreed 
not to impose new sanctions to try to stop 
the project’s completion in exchange for a 
series of steps by Berlin to help Ukraine. 
Those measures include attempts by 
Germany to push Russia to continue to use 
Ukraine as a transit nation for another 
decade once the current contract expires at 
the end of 2024. The Biden administration 
contends that Nord Stream 2 would be 
completed regardless of it imposing more 

(Continued on page 10)

 NEWS ANALYSIS

by Pavel K. Baev
Eurasia Daily Monitor

Combat ships lined the Neva River in St. 
Petersburg and crowded the harbor of the 
nearby Kronstadt naval base on July 25 for 
the parade marking the 325th anniversary 
of Russia’s navy, the Military-Maritime 
Fleet (Voyenno-Morskoy Flot – VMF). It 
was only the sixth such Navy Day spectacle 
to date. In 2017, Russian President Vladi-
mir Putin decided that the annual May 9 
Victory Day parade in Red Square in 
Moscow was not enough to convincingly 
demonstrate the full might of the Russian 
Armed Forces. Since then, the pomp 
around the mid-summer naval showcase 
has continued to rise, and the star of the 
“largest ever” parade this year was the 
Borei-A-class strategic submarine Knyaz 
Vladimir, accompanied by two more nucle-
ar submarines from the Northern Fleet; 
and a pair of Iranian warships featured 
among foreign guests (Fontanka, July 22). 
The impeccable spit and polish had to 
impress only one spectator – Mr. Putin – 
because the sharp and deadly rise of the 
COVID-19 pandemic across Russia forced 
the city authorities in St. Petersburg to 
impose a ban on public gatherings (Novaya 
Gazeta, July 22).

A mini-parade was also staged at the 
Russian naval facility in Tartus, Syria, 
involving the frigate and the submarine 
that had partaken in exercises in the 
Eastern Mediterranean last month, timed 
for the combat deployment of the United 
Kingdom’s aircraft carrier HMS Queen 
Elizabeth to this theater (Interfax, June 25). 
Parading its aging flagship cruiser Moskva, 
the Black Sea Fleet sought to erase the 
memory of the attempted intercept of the 
Royal Navy destroyer HMS Defender near 
its Sevastopol base in Crimea, when firing a 
few futile shots did nothing to dissuade the 
British from exercising their legal right of 
innocent passage (Nezavisimoe Voennoe 
Obozrenie, July 8; see Eurasia Daily 
Monitor, June 24, 28).

Fireworks usually accompanying these 
celebrations were canceled, but there was 
an outburst of publications on the modern-
ization of the Russian VMF, with only small-
print mentions of ongoing delays and set-
backs (Izvestia, July 19). The Kremlin-
linked media highlighted tests of the 
Tsirkon hypersonic anti-ship missile, 
advertised by Mr. Putin three years ago, and 
reported it was ready for mass production 
(Gazeta.ru, July 19). And while the naval 
theme has been duly prevalent, news about 
other prospective weapon systems, such as 
the S-500 surface-to-air missile, also keeps 
coming (RBC, July 20). The MAKS-2021 air-
show in Moscow last week gathered large 
crowds, encouraged by the announcement 
that the coronavirus outbreak in the capital 
had peaked (EDM, July 22). The sensation 
surrounding the single-engine Checkmate 
“fifth-generation” tactical fighter, however, 
evaporated as soon as it became clear that 
the presented prototype is nowhere near 
the stage of initial testing (Ezhednevny 
Zhurnal, July 22). Mr. Putin, nevertheless, 
has given the jet an approving nod while 
savoring his habitual ice-cream, served 
with every precautionary measure 
(Kommersant, July 21).

Yet exaggerated acclamations of extra-
modern weapons systems cannot quite 
camouflage the country’s growing techno-
logical backwardness, particularly in 
space exploration, where Russia used to 
be a leader in launching heavy missiles 
and bold ideas (Forbes.ru, July 21; see 
EDM, July 15). Russian commentators can 
be smartly skeptical about the space race 
between Western billionaires, but they 
cannot fail to see that China is overtaking 
Russia in designing new-generation space 
vehicles (Nezavisimaya Gazeta, July 21). 
After long delays, the multipurpose labora-
tory module Nauka was launched last week 
from the Baikonur cosmodrome, but its 
docking to the International Space Station 
is complicated by the failure of the main 

by Margarita Assenova
Eurasia Daily Monitor

The announcement on July 21 of the 
agreement between the United States and 
Germany allowing for the completion of 
Nord Stream 2 natural gas pipeline project 
comes at a time when Russia is undertaking 
a full-scale effort to manipulate the European 
gas market, deplete European gas storages 
and send prices skyrocketing. Natural gas 
prices have spiked to $10.30 per million 
British thermal units (MMBtu), reaching 
their highest levels in 13 years – when lique-
fied natural gas (LNG) availability in Europe 
was still limited (Ycharts.com, July 21). Gas 
spot prices at the Dutch Title Transfer 
Facility rapidly increased to $451 per million 
cubic meters in July (Interfax, July 9).

At the same time, European gas storage 
levels are at only 53 percent of their capaci-
ty, or nearly 27 percent lower than the 
average for the last five years. If Russian gas 
supplies do not increase soon, European 
gas storage will be filled at no more than 71 

percent of its capacity by October, causing 
legitimate fears of another gas crisis 
(Celsiusenergy.net, July 19).

But Russia’s Gazprom refuses to 
increase deliveries via Ukraine’s gas trans-
mission system during the period of main-
tenance works scheduled this month for 
Nord Stream 1 and Yamal Europe – the two 
other major Russian gas export lines to 
Europe (Interfax, June 29). Instead, it fulfils 
its long-term supply contracts by selling 
natural gas that has already been stock-
piled in the large storage facilities in 
Germany and Austria – thus, depleting 
their volumes and raising fears among 
European customers of gas cutoffs in the 
winter. On July 19, storage in Austria was 
only 33 percent full, in Germany it was 47 
percent (Celsiusenergy.net, July 19).

Gazprom has calculated that the increased 
natural gas demand in Asia this summer is 
pushing prices up and attracting most of 
the world’s LNG exports. This leaves 
European customers with limited supplies 

Naval parade plays  
into Putin’s dangerous vanity

U.S.-Germany Nord Stream 2  
agreement – a victory for Russia
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European deputies argue that Ukraine must be given clear benchmarks for EU membership
by Natalia Richardson

BRUSSELS – As Ukraine forges a path to 
Europe, it often takes two steps forward 
and then one step back. Nevertheless, 
there is some progress and the country 
deserves to have an EU membership per-
spective in its Association Agreement with 
the European Union.

These remarks were made by members 
of the European Parliament and Western 
experts during two conferences organized 
by the Ukrainian Free University (UFU) in 
Munich in cooperation with the magazine 
“Brussels Ukraїna Review” that marked the 
100th anniversary of the UFU. Conference 
participants also discussed how to increase 
EU and Ukrainian security, which has been 
continuously threatened by the regime of 
Russian President Vladimir Putin.

Ukrainians have to implement neces-
sary reforms, better fight corruption and 
not allow oligarchs to influence political 

decision making, said the participants of 
the conferences. This way the country will 
look much more attractive, and a decision 
to take it into the EU club might become 
more realistic.

“I am telling Ukrainians that if you do 
want to be accepted, then make yourself 
look chic for this event and prepare thor-
oughly,” said Michael Gahler, a German 
member of the European Parliament 
(European People’s Party) and a rappor-
teur on the EU-Ukraine Association 
Agreement.

“And at some point, I am convinced that 
decision-makers at the European Union 
will say ‘we would be foolish not to accept 
such a strong, stable and attractive state 
because it would not be in our interests 
not to have Ukraine inside,’” Mr. Gahler 
said.

The members of the European Parlia-
ment and Western experts commended 
Ukraine for many achievements in the last 

few years: stabilization of the economy 
and the hryvnia, e-procurement and 
e-declaration, reform of the police, decen-
tralization (that also brought more 
women into politics), the development of 
the Ukrainian army, greening the economy 
and cooperation with the Ukrainian dias-
pora in the West. 

They also noted that there are some 
results in Ukraine’s fight against corrup-
tion – like the creation of anti-corruption 
institutions in the judiciary. However, the 
issue is far from resolved.

“There is no clear movement toward a 
systematic approach in fighting corrup-
tion, in the strengthening of the rule of 
law, in strengthening the independence of 
the judiciary and in bringing Ukraine clos-
er to the point after which it is possible for 
the EU to say ‘Yes, you have a membership 
perspective, we are going to start negotia-
tions,’” said Roland Freudenstein, policy 
director at Wilfried Martens Centre for 

European Studies. 
Viola von Cramon-Taubadel, a German 

member of the European Parliament 
(Green Party), said she was worried about 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelens-
kyy’s entourage.

“I wouldn’t be too mild. We see that 
people around Mr. Zelenskyy are people 
returning from Russia, having close ties to 
the Kremlin, and we shouldn’t be naïve. 
Those people have an influence on Mr. 
Zelenskyy’s policy and politics,” Ms. von 
Cramon-Taubadel said.

But if Ukraine does its homework, will 
the EU fully open its doors and take the 
new member into its family?

A long-time friend of Ukraine, Rebecca 
Harms, a former member of the European 
Parliament (Green Party, Germany), is not 
very optimistic about EU membership for 
Ukraine.

 FOR THE RECORD

The following statement was issued by 
members of the European Parliament on 
July 27.

BRUSSELS – The U.S.-Germany agree-
ment over Nord Stream 2 is not a European 
agreement, but an attempt by the two 
countries to improve their bilateral rela-
tions and change the situation from very 
bad to bad.

The Nord Stream 2 pipeline is under-
mining Ukraine’s security, especially as 
Russia continues to provoke and escalate 
tensions against Ukraine: from a military 
build-up at Ukraine’s borders, which we 
witnessed this spring, to the most recent 
propaganda action of filing a complaint 
against Ukraine with the European Court of 
Human Rights.

In addition, the Nord Stream 2 project is 
against the EU Green Deal and increases 
the Union’s dependence on energy supplies 

from Russia.
We call upon the EU institutions to learn 

from the mistakes of past and present rela-
tions with Russia and to maintain a com-
prehensive policy based on European val-
ues rather than business deals.

Petras Auštrevičius, Renew Europe, 
Lithuania 

Witold Waszczykowski, ECR, Poland
Andrius Kubilius, EPP, Lithuania

Sandra Kalniete, EPP, Latvia
Domènec Ruiz Devesa, S&D, Spain 

Martin Hojsík, Renew Europe, Slovakia
Ivan Štefanec, EPP, Slovakia

Ramona Strugariu, Renew Europe, 
Romania

Radan Kanev, EPP, Bulgaria
Karen Melchior, Renew Europe, Denmark

Liudas Mažylis, EPP, Lithuania

Statement by members of the European Parliament  
on the U.S.-Germany agreement over Nord Stream 2

The following proclamation was issued 
by U.S. President Joe Biden on July 16.

From the founding of our nation to today, 
through the crucibles of war and the strug-
gle of successive generations, America has 
strived to uphold the ideals of freedom and 
democracy upon which our country was 
built and expand the ability of people 
around the world to freely exercise their 
rights. As the world’s longest-standing 
democracy, we carry a special responsibili-
ty to lead at home and abroad, not only by 
the example of our power, but by the power 
of our example – to prove to ourselves and 
to the world that democracy can deliver for 
all people. Though much has changed in the 
world since President [Dwight D.] 
Eisenhower issued the first Captive Nations 
Proclamation in 1959, its call for liberty and 
opportunity still rings true.  During Captive 
Nations Week, we recommit ourselves to 
those principles which form the foundation 
of our nation, and to amplify the voices of 
courageous individuals around the world 
who are striving to advance the principles 
of human rights, justice and the rule of law. 

Today, far too many people are subject to 
routine abuses of power, as oppressive gov-
ernments detain, harass or commit acts of 
violence against dissenting voices; dissemi-
nate disinformation and propaganda; 
undermine democratic systems; and other-
wise violate the public trust. These abuses 
are not new – but they remain as stern a 
threat to human rights and freedom as they 
have ever been.

No nation or person of conscience can 
ignore the voices of those crying out for lib-
erty.  We hear Belarusians peacefully call-
ing for democratic elections, and the coura-
geous people of Hong Kong demanding the 
autonomy and liberty promised by Beijing 
under the Sino-British Joint Declaration 
and Hong Kong’s Basic Law.  We hear mil-
lions of Uyghurs and other ethnic and reli-
gious minorities in Xinjiang, China, who 
have been unjustly interned and subject to 
surveillance and forced labor. We hear the 
determination of those rejecting military 
rule in Burma, resisting dictatorship in 
Venezuela, taking to streets in Cuba to 
demand freedom in the face of brutal state 
repression, and pressing for free and fair 

elections in Nicaragua – as well as the 
Crimean Tatars, ethnic Ukrainians and 
other ethnic and religious minorities who 
suffer repression for opposing Russia’s ille-
gal occupation of Crimea.

The American creed, which defines our 
nation, proclaims that all people are creat-
ed equal, and deserve to be treated equally, 
with dignity and respect, throughout their 
lives. We stand in solidarity with the brave 
human rights activists and pro-democracy 
advocates around the world who risk their 
lives for the rights of others. We are commit-
ted to ensuring that all those who are 
oppressed across the globe – including peo-
ple with disabilities, women and girls, mem-
bers of the LGBTQI+ community, indigenous 
populations, and racial and ethnic minori-
ties – are heard, respected and protected.

During Captive Nations Week, we recom-
mit ourselves to the timeless, vital work of 
advancing freedom and justice for all.  

We do that by forging a more equitable 
and inclusive society, by solving problems 
and helping to ease the burdens people face, 
and by fulfilling our role as a global leader 
for human rights and fundamental freedoms 
of expression, association, peaceful assem-
bly and religion or belief. Together with our 
allies and partners, we must continue to 
strengthen democratic institutions, defend 
independent civil society and media free-
dom, promote free and fair elections, protect 
human rights online, insist on accountability 
for those who commit abuses and foster 
cultures of corruption, and push back 
against authoritarianism around the world.

The Congress, by joint resolution 
approved July 17, 1959 (73 Stat. 212), has 
authorized and requested the president to 
issue a proclamation designating the third 
week of July of each year as “Captive 
Nations Week.” 

Now, therefore, I, Joseph R. Biden, Jr., 
president of the United States of America, 
do hereby proclaim July 18 through July 24, 
2021, as Captive Nations Week.  I call upon 
all Americans to reaffirm our commitment 
to championing those around the world 
who strive for liberty and justice for all.

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this 16th day of July, in the year of 
our Lord 2021, and of the independence of 
the United States of America the 246th.

White House issues proclamation  
for Captive Nations Week

The chairs of foreign affairs committees 
representing eight national parliaments 
released the following statement on July 29.

We, the chairs of foreign affairs commit-
tees of our respective national parliaments, 
are deeply disturbed by the decision of the 
United States and Germany on Nord Stream 
2, which entails resuming completion of 
works on the Nord Stream 2 gas pipeline.

We consider Nord Stream 2 a geopoliti-
cal project geared towards expanding 
Russia’s geostrategic influence on Europe 
by dominating the energy market. The 
completion of the pipeline will strengthen 
the impact of Russian gas in the European 
energy mix, endanger the national security 
of the EU and the United States, and threat-
en the already precarious security and sov-
ereignty of Ukraine. Moreover, the comple-
tion of NS2 will give Russia yet another tool 
to pressure and blackmail Ukraine. It con-
tinues to face Russia’s brutal aggression 
and military occupation of its territories 

because of its pro-European choice. As a 
result, over 14,000 Ukrainians have died, 
and every week, more Ukrainian soldiers 
give their lives to protect their homeland 
and entire Europe.

The likely repercussion of the comple-
tion and operation of Nord Stream 2 is to 
undermine the development of a single, lib-
eralized and open European market by 
consolidating sources of supply in the Nord 
Stream 2 system and deterring investment 
in alternatives.

We hear assurances that Ukraine will 
receive some compensation for agreeing to 
the launch of Nord Stream 2. However, the 
parties involved in the Nord Stream 2 proj-
ect must significantly expand their support 
to Ukraine to prevent a deepening of the 
current security crisis, exacerbated by the 
threats created by Nord Stream 2. 
Therefore, we call on all those involved to 
address this security crisis in our region 

Chairpersons of foreign affairs committees issue 
statement voicing concern over Nord Stream 2

(Continued on page 6)

(Continued on page 11)
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Ukrainian restaurant Oranta opens in the heart of Paris
by Roman Tymotsko

PARIS – Devoid of the usual fanfare that 
accompanies the opening of a new busi-
ness, Alina Wolf simply opened the door of 
her restaurant Oranta on July 1 and wel-
comed wandering visitors to try traditional 
Ukrainian borshch, varenyky and potato 
pancakes in the heart of the city.

For the moment, the restaurant has no 
outdoor signage, making it hard to find, 
even though it’s located just blocks from 
the Louvre Museum.

Once inside, however, The Weekly’s corre-
spondent immediately knew he was in the 
right place – guests and staff spoke Ukrainian 
with each other, modern Ukrainian music 
entertained diners and the menu described 
exclusively Ukrainian cuisine.

Among the restaurant’s first guests were 
Borys Gudziak, metropolitan-archbishop of 
the Philadelphia Archeparchy of the 
Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church, and Hlib 
Lonchyna, the eparchial bishop emeritus of 
the Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy of the Holy 
Family of London.

Ms. Wolf, who owns the restaurant, was 
born in Ivano-Frankivsk but moved with 
her family to Paris when she was 10.  She 
said she never lost her connection to the 
Ukrainian community and culture.

“When I moved to France, and I said at 
school that I was from Ukraine, I was asked 
where it was. I had to explain that it is 
between Russia and Poland,” Ms. Wolf said, 
adding that similar experiences pushed her 
to promote Ukrainian culture in any way 
she could.

In fact, many Ukrainians who live in 
France said they decided that, after the 
Revolution of Dignity, they felt compelled to 
share their culture.

“At least explain that our culture is some-
thing other than Russian,” Ms. Wolf said.

Most French people knew very little 
about Ukraine, so Ms. Wolf’s family and the 
Ukrainian community began organizing the 
Pysanka Festival to promote Ukrainian cul-
ture.

Exhibitions, Easter egg painting, 
Ukrainian cuisine, film screenings, music 
concerts, dances and traditional Ukrainian 
food were all part of the festival, which has 
taken place in recent years a week before 
Easter. The festival has been held in the cas-
tle where Anna Yaroslavna (also known as 
Anne of Kyiv) once lived.

As festival visitors enjoyed varenyky, they 
often asked Ms. Wolf if they could find them 

elsewhere in Paris.  Realizing that there 
were no other locations where Parisians 
could find the traditional Ukrainian dump-
lings, Ms. Wolf decided to open Oranta. 

“It took me a long time to open a restau-
rant because I had no experience in entre-
preneurship. I went to training to learn how 
to make a business plan. Over time, I devel-
oped it and moved to a new challenge – 
finding an appropriate location in Paris. 
Sometimes you see a good spot, but you go 
into the kitchen and it’s a nightmare. For 
me, it is also important to think about cooks 
and their working conditions,” Ms. Wolf said.

In looking for a place for her restaurant, 
Ms. Wolf looked at a spot on a colorful 
street in Paris, which led her to develop   col-
orful varenyky. While the location didn’t 
work, it did spur the idea to make a menu 
that now includes five types of varenyky, 
with new ones planned for the future.

Nearly a month after the restaurant’s 
soft opening, Ms. Wolf said she plans to 
adapt the menu to each season. As the res-
taurant buys all of its products from local 
farmers, it will change the menu based on 
the seasonal availability of different vegeta-
bles and fruits. Ms. Wolf said she is working 
to soon include on the Oranta menu Hutsul 
banosh, a colorful dish made with grits and 
sour cream and served with cracklings, 
fried mushrooms and onions.

“We will gradually add new things to the 
menu,” Ms. Wolf said. “Since I have never 
worked in a restaurant, it is difficult for me 

to add many different dishes at once. We 
expand the menu gradually, improving the 
available dishes. To be honest, the first 
week we had was hectic – we barely man-
aged to prepare orders in time.”

Immediately after the soft opening, Ms. 
Wolf created Facebook and Instagram pages 
for the restaurant. Her friends and members 
of the Ukrainian community here posted 
about the restaurant on social media and left 
feedback after their first visits. Reviews have 
all been five stars, largely because they came 
from Ms. Wolf’s loyal fans.

The Weekly’s correspondent learned 
about the restaurant after Archbishop 
Gudziak posted about it on his Facebook 
page.

“The newest restaurant [has opened] in 
Paris,” he wrote.

“Smiles, empty plates and full hearts – 
the fruit of the first visit to the new 
Ukrainian restaurant Oranta. Uniquely light 
potato pancakes – quickly baked, juicy 
inside, melting in your mouth; varenyky 
with potatoes, cheese and meat; lordly ribs 
(come and see what I mean). Belgian and 
German beers, fine French wine and 
Ukrainian compote are offered. And, finally, 
dessert varenyky with cherries and blueber-
ries!” Archbishop Gudziak wrote, adding 
that he highly recommends visiting Oranta.

Ms. Wolf previously worked as a photog-
rapher in the communications department 
of the Eparchy of St. Volodymyr in Paris, 
where Archbishop Gudziak served from 

2012 to 2019.  Her mother heads a church 
choir, and Ms. Wolf ’s connection to the 
church helped her pick the name Oranta.

“The name of the restaurant was chosen 
to protect those people who come here and 
us. My parents and I were in some way and 
are connected with the church, so we chose 
the symbol of Oranta. And it just sounds 
good as well,” Ms. Wolf said.

The icon of Our Lady of Oranta in the 
apse of Kyiv’s Saint Sophia Cathedral is one 
of the most significant and sacred master-
pieces of Ukrainian culture.  The mosaic is 
more than 1,000 years old.

Before the restaurant opening, Ms. Wolf 
spent time learning about Ukrainian res-
taurants in different countries. She says she 
was inspired by examples in Belgium and 
East Asia, and especially Veselka in New 
York. But she strives to live up to the stan-
dard set by the top Parisian restaurants, 
and she aspires to see a time when there 
will be long queues to get into Oranta.

“There was a restaurant called Ukraine 
in Paris, but the paradox is that it is a res-
taurant of Russian cuisine. This, of course, 
annoys all Ukrainians because in Ukraine 
very little has to do with Ukraine, as far as I 
know. A short time ago, they changed their 
name to Kalinka,” Ms. Wolf said.

Convinced that many French people are 
sentimental towards Russia, Ms. Wolf 
believes it explains why Russian restau-
rants are popular in Paris. But even if there 
is a demand for Russian cuisine, Ms. Wolf is 
less interested in making money. Her goal is 
to spread the word about Ukraine and pro-
mote Ukrainian culture through food.

While Oranta had a soft opening on July 
1, Ms. Wolf said she plans to fully promote 
the restaurant’s opening after staff refine 
all of the different aspects of the business. 
In the meantime, Oranta has already 
became a must-visit stop in Paris for 
Ukrainian food. After all, just a 15-minute 
walk from the Louvre Museum can take vis-
itors to a wonderful outpost of Ukrainian 
culture and cuisine.

The menu includes borshch (~$10), 
deruny (~$10.50-$14), varenyky (~$12-
$16.50), syrnyky (~$12), compote (~$4) 
and espresso (~$1.75), among other items.

Oranta is located at 1 rue de Marivaux, 
75002 Paris, France; the nearest metro sta-
tion is Richelieu-Drouot (lines 8 and 9). The 
restaurant is open daily from 11 a.m. to 11 
p.m., and its website is https://oranta-
ukrainian-restaurant.business.site/?utm_
source=gmb&utm_medium=referral).

Alina Wolf in her restaurant Oranta in Paris.
Roman Tymotsko

another issue. There are various details and 
this is very important,” George Kent, deputy 
assistant U.S. secretary of state for European 
and Eurasian affairs, who oversees policy 
toward Ukraine, told RFE/RL in an inter-
view in Kyiv conducted on July 20.

Mr. Kent said that the United States was 
advising Ukraine on the legislation, but 
added that the details of the final bill were 
ultimately up to Kyiv.

“To succeed, to get to this point [of ‘de-
oligarchization’], is difficult,” he said.

According to the bill, a person would be 
designated an oligarch if he or she meets 
three of four criteria, including holding a 
near monopolistic position in a particular 
industry; possessing “significant” media 
assets; being active in the nation’s political 
life; and possessing more than 2.27 billion 
hryvnias ($84 million) in net wealth.

Ukraine had 100 people with a net 
worth of at least $125 million as of 2021, 
according to Forbes.

Any person deemed an oligarch would 
be banned from financing political parties 

or taking part in the sale of state assets.
While Ukraine has sold off many assets 

and companies it inherited when the Soviet 
Union collapsed, it still holds hundreds in 
its portfolio. Mr. Zelenskyy has said he 
plans to accelerate privatizations.

Ukraine’s National Security and Defense 
Council (NSDC) will make the final determi-
nation of whether an individual meets the 
criteria of an oligarch.

The Council of Ministers, members of 
the central bank, the Defense Council, the 
Anti-Monopoly Ministry, or the Security 
Service of Ukraine (SBU) have the right to 
submit the name of a tycoon for review by 
the NSDC.

Petro Poroshenko, Mr. Zelenskyy’s main 
political rival, could potentially meet the 
criteria, which has raised concerns that the 
bill may be used to target political oppo-
nents.

Mr. Poroshenko, who heads the political 
party European Solidarity, is a billionaire 
with assets ranging from chocolate bars to 
media.

In a May post on the website of the 
Washington-based think tank Atlantic 
Council, Mr. Zelenskyy said the sanctioning 
of his political rival and tycoon Viktor 

Medvedchuk in February was “just the 
beginning” of his de-oligarchization agenda.

Mr. Medvedchuk, the leader of a Kremlin-
leaning political party who is also under 
sanctions by the United States, is accused by 
Kyiv of supporting Moscow-backed rebels in 
two regions of eastern Ukraine.

His assets in Ukraine, including his 
media companies, have been frozen and he 
is currently on trial for treason, charges he 
calls politically motivated.

“There will be many more such measures 
until all of Ukraine’s oligarchs are cut down 
to size and reduced to the status of ordinary 
big businessmen,” Mr. Zelenskyy said.

Mr. Kent said reducing the influence of 
tycoons would open up Ukraine’s economy 
to more investors and entrepreneurs, bene-
fiting the country.

The tycoons dominate key sectors of the 
economy, including natural resources, and 
have been accused by critics of blocking 
competition, including from foreign inves-
tors.

“When there is concentration in one 
hand of not just influence but also access to 
capital and resources, it does not contrib-
ute to the normal development of the econ-
omy,” Mr. Kent told RFE/RL.

However, he said Ukraine also needed 
strong corporate governance, especially at 
its largest state-owned companies, in order 
to attract more investment.

Ukraine’s corporate-governance image 
took a hit in April when the government 
bypassed the authority of the Western-
backed supervisory board of state-owned 
natural gas company Naftogaz and fired its 
CEO, Andriy Kobolyev.

The United States and Europe blasted the 
government’s decision, saying it violated the 
Western corporate-governance standards 
Ukraine promised to uphold. The Zelenskyy 
administration defended its actions, point-
ing to Mr. Kobolyev’s failure to deliver either 
a profit or production growth in 2020.

“If Ukraine wants investors to put money 
here to make the economy successful, then 
they are [also] interested...in the ability to 
have reliable partners in Ukraine. So, it’s not 
just the issue of Naftogaz,” Mr. Kent said.

Copyright 2021, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted 
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW, 
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see 
https://www.rferl.org/a/zelenskiy-george-
kent-ukraine/31375306.html).

(Continued from page 1)
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Officials from the United States and Russia met in Geneva on July 28 to dis-
cuss strategic nuclear stability, and to specifically find agreement on reducing 
their respective nuclear arsenals.  Experts on the issue believe the two countries 
account for roughly 90 percent of the world’s nuclear weapons.

The U.S. State Department released a readout of the meeting on July 28 
between Deputy Secretary of State Wendy R. Sherman – who led an interagency 
delegation from the National Security Council, the State Department, the Office 
of the Secretary of Defense, the Joint Staff and the Department of Energy – and 
Russian Deputy Foreign Affairs Minister Sergey Ryabkov, who led the Russian 
delegation.

“Today’s meeting in Geneva was the beginning of this dialogue with the 
Russian Federation,” the readout of the call said.  “The U.S. delegation discussed 
U.S. policy priorities and the current security environment, national perceptions 
of threats to strategic stability, prospects for new nuclear arms control, and the 
format for future Strategic Stability Dialogue sessions.”

Neither side disclosed the actual details of what was discussed during the 
meeting, which had many Ukrainians around the world concerned that Ukraine 
is being used as a bargaining chip between the two sides. That concern has not 
subsided. State Department spokesman Ned Price did call the talks “substantive 
and professional,” and the two sides agreed to hold more high-level discussions 
in September.  For the U.S. side, Mr. Price said on July 28 after the talks conclud-
ed that, “We remain committed, even in times of tension, to ensuring predictabil-
ity and reducing the risk of armed conflict and the threat of nuclear war.”

There have been no reports that Ukraine was discussed during the meeting, 
though that doesn’t mean the topic didn’t come up.  Meanwhile, Ukraine 
announced that it is restarting a diplomatic initiative that calls for greater inter-
national support to end Russia’s illegal occupation of the Crimean Peninsula.  
That initiative, known as the Crimean Platform, is an effort to pressure Russian 
President Vladimir Putin to return the peninsula, which he forcibly seized from 
Ukraine in 2014.  And there is growing concern among experts who follow 
Russia that Mr. Putin is not finished attacking Ukraine. They fear another out-
burst of violence will come just as Ukraine celebrates the 30th anniversary of its 
renewed independence on August 24.  We share that concern because we know 
the Russian president is an opportunist who does not believe Ukraine should be 
a sovereign, independent state.

Moreover, Ukrainians around the world are rightly still furious that U.S. 
President Joe Biden and German Chancelor Angela Merkel agreed to allow com-
pletion of the Nord Stream 2 pipeline, which is a serious threat to the security of 
Ukraine and all of Europe.  It clearly benefits Russia.  Mr. Biden once called the 
pipeline a “fundamentally bad deal for Europe” specifically because, in his 
words, it would “lock in great reliance on Russia [which] will fundamentally 
destabilize Ukraine.”  We are left to wonder what deals have been cut behind 
closed doors that so drastically changed Mr. Biden’s position on the pipeline.  
Time will tell.

The Ukrainian Weekly

Thirty-five years ago, in the August 3, 1986, issue of The 
Ukrainian Weekly, readers were informed about Soviet leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev’s decision to withdraw six regiments (rough-
ly 6 percent of the estimated 120,000 stationed troops: one tank 
regiment, two motorized rifle regiments, three anti-aircraft units 
and all of their equipment) from Afghanistan by the end of 1986. 

The pull-out, Mr. Gorbachev said, would need to be accompanied by a cutback in “outside 
interference,” namely Western aid to Afghan guerrilla forces.

During the announcement, which was made at the end of July from Vladivostok, Russia, 
Mr. Gorbachev offered a noncommittal response to a letter sent to him by President 
Ronald Reagan on arms control and called for closer relations with China. The withdrawal, 
Mr. Gorbachev continued, “must be answered” by a reciprocal curtailment of Western aid 
to the Afghan guerillas, the Mujahideen. He added that the aforementioned regiments 
would return to their bases in the Soviet Union “in such a way that anyone who is interest-
ed will be able to confirm this.”

Western diplomats said the proposal was a token gesture that would not significantly 
change Soviet influence in Afghanistan, but could improve the atmosphere of efforts to 
achieve a political settlement.

Mr. Gorbachev warned that additional withdrawals would not occur without further 
cutbacks in Western support to the Mujahideen. A timetable for a complete withdrawal of 
Soviet forces was agreed to between the USSR and Afghanistan, which he said could be 
sped up if a political settlement was achieved. A Soviet proposed timetable of four years 
was deemed unrealistic by the Pakistani and U.S. governments. Pakistan had asked for a 
timetable of six months to one year.

The Reagan administration doubted the seriousness of the Soviet withdrawal, and 
called on the Soviets to present a shorter timetable in the next round of U.S.-sponsored 
proximity talks. In 1985, the United States provided the Mujahideen with $280 million in 
aid ranging from small arms and ammunition to clothing and equipment.

The final stage of the Soviet withdrawal was completed in under a year in 1989. The 
Soviets forces are accused of war crimes committed in Afghanistan, including the use of 
chemical weapons, intentionally targeting civilians and torturing prisoners. Some Afghans 
have referred to these crimes as genocide.

Source: “Soviets to withdraw 6,000 Afghan troops,” The Ukrainian Weekly, August 3, 1986.

Aug.
3

1986

Turning the pages back...

Dealing with a devil engines in the propulsion system (Nplus1.
ru, July 23).

Discussion of such fiascos is resolutely 
curtailed in the mainstream media, so that, 
for instance, squabbles in the top manage-
ment of the United Shipbuilding 
Corporation, which affect many much-tout-
ed national projects, receive only scant 
mention (Nezavisimoe Voennoe Obozrenie, 
July 22). What makes critical coverage all 
but impossible is new legislation that effec-
tively classifies the distribution of informa-
tion on the real status of Russia’s military 
as detrimental to national security 
(Moskovsky Komsomolets, July 20). The 
list of so-called “foreign agents” was 
expanded recently to include the online 
outlet The Insider and its team of investiga-
tive journalists (Meduza, July 23). This 
“punishment” was quite probably adminis-
tered for one of its publications in early July 
exposing the low efficacy of the Russian 
EpiVacCorona vaccine (The Insider, July 9).

For many Russians, such information is 
far more relevant than the advertising of 
“stealth” fighters and frigates, since the 
new wave of the pandemic is spreading 
even among fully vaccinated individuals 
and setting new mortality records (RBC, 
July 24). Celebrations of Russian naval 
might were further spoiled by the spread of 
forest fires not only in the heatwave-strick-
en Yakutia but also in Karelia, adjacent to 
St. Petersburg (Novaya Gazeta, July 24). 
August, regularly associated with natural 
disasters in Russia, has not yet arrived, but 
heavy rains have already caused a collapse 
of a bridge on the Trans-Siberian Railway, 
interrupting most traffic to the Far East 
(Gazeta.ru, July 23). The government 
remains stingy with social support mea-
sures, and this renders the apparently gen-
erous investments in military moderniza-
tion increasingly unpopular (Rosbalt, July 
22). The public mood is further depressed 
by rising consumer prices, impelling the 

Central Bank to up its key rate by a full 
point to 7.5 percent last week (Moscow 
Times, July 23).

Nonetheless, Mr. Putin has publicly 
retained his focus on grand geopolitical 
posturing, apparently under the impres-
sion that simply giving an order to rebuild 
the bridge in Siberia in exactly 2.5 days 
means the problem is solved (Izvestia, July 
23). He visibly enjoyed every moment of 
presiding over the Navy Day parade, and 
the absence of crowds seemingly did not 
diminish the exquisite satisfaction of per-
forming the role of commander-in-chief. 
This vanity is actually far from innocent 
and feeds into the belief that military 
power is the prime and most impactful 
instrument of policy.

Since massing troops on the borders of 
Ukraine this spring, Moscow has shown 
certain restraint in wielding this instru-
ment and refrained from interfering with 
the North Atlantic Treaty Organization’s 
(NATO) Steadfast Defender exercises in 
Germany and Romania in May–June or Sea 
Breeze 2021 exercises in the Black Sea in 
July. And yet this forbearance does not sig-
nify a shift toward a “stable and predict-
able” pattern of behavior. The accumula-
tion of domestic discontent compels Mr. 
Putin’s siloviki (security services) to esca-
late repressions at home, following the 
example of Belarusian President Alya-
ksandr Lukashenka, who asserts that the 
West is waging a real and not merely 
“hybrid” war against Belarus (Nezavi-
simaya Gazeta, July 20). This discourse is 
gaining momentum and generates percep-
tions of an inevitable employment of mili-
tary means in the evolving confrontation. 
The Navy Day parade has given Mr. Putin 
an extra boost of confidence in possessing 
the whole range of these ready-to-use 
means, and the top brass does not want to 
be accused of failing him.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 2)

Naval parade...

with the utmost seriousness and realize 
that Russia is the only beneficiary of this 
project.

The Euro-Atlantic security and prosperi-
ty are held up by, firstly, democracy and 
cooperation between democratic nations. 
We need to make a collective commitment 
to increase support to the security and 
defense capabilities of Ukraine and commit 
to delivering a clear road map for Ukraine’s 
path towards joining the NATO alliance. We 
insist on making legal commitments to 
Ukraine on behalf of NATO and, by the end 
of this year, develop a clear, legally binding 
road map for Ukraine’s path to becoming a 
NATO member. To consolidate the transfor-
mation efforts of the Ukrainian government 
as well as democracy and human rights in 
the region, we call for a European Union 
membership perspective to be agreed upon 
for Ukraine and other associated countries 
in the region, as well as free, fair and demo-
cratic elections to be held in Belarus this 
year.

We continue to oppose the Nord Stream 
2 pipeline project, which is a means for 
Russia to engage in malign influence activi-
ties and efforts to undermine European 
energy security. We expect a clear commit-
ment from Germany to reduce dependency 
on gas imported from Russia and move 
towards green energy. We presume that 
Germany will handle its responsibility 
towards these goals with the utmost dedi-
cation. In the changing security environ-
ment in the region, we call for commit-

ments from NATO to strengthen deter-
rence, especially in the Baltic States.

We insist that any further agreements 
on Nord Stream 2 necessitate consultations 
across the transatlantic family. Moreover, 
such diplomacy should happen with the 
fundamental principle in mind – counter-
ing malign Russian aggression is in all of 
NATO’s, all EU members, and our partners 
in Central and Eastern Europe vital nation-
al security interests.

Marko Mihkelson, chairman of the 
Foreign Affairs Committee, the Riigikogu of 
the Republic of Estonia

Pavel Fischer, chairman of the Foreign 
Affairs, Defense and Security Committee, 
the Senate of the Parliament of the Czech 
Republic

Rihards Kols, chairman of the Foreign 
Affairs Committee, the Saeima of the 
Republic of Latvia

Zygimantas Pavilionis, chairman of the 
Foreign Affairs Committee, the Seimas of 
the Republic of Lithuania

Marek Kuchcinski, chairman of the 
Foreign Affairs Committee, the Sejm of the 
Republic of Poland

Bogdan Klich, chairman of the Foreign 
and European Union Affairs Committee, the 
Senate of the Republic of Poland

Oleksandr Merezhko, chairperson of 
the Committee on Foreign Policy and 
Interparliamentary Cooperation, the 
Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine 

Tom Tugendhat, chairman of the 
Foreign Affairs Committee, the House of 
Commons of the United Kingdom

(Continued from page 3)
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In my last column I touched upon the 
extensive interaction between the 
Ukrainian pioneers and the First Nations of 
Canada, and noted that this is an aspect of 
history that is little known. Lately, however, 
the first steps have been taken to bring this 
issue to public awareness.

Perhaps the best example as far as popu-
lar culture is concerned is “Ancestors and 
Elders,” a colourfully vibrant dance produc-
tion presented jointly by the Ukrainian 
Shumka Dancers and multidisciplinary 
Indigenous artists. It premiered on April 27, 
2018, and was remounted in May of the fol-
lowing year.  It was broadcast by OMNI tele-
vision in three provinces on June 21 of this 
year in honor of National Indigenous Day. 

As Shumka’s Executive Director Darka 
Tarnwasky explains: “When I first heard a 
story of Aboriginal assistance to Ukrainian 
settlers in the early 1900s, I knew it had to 
be told. ‘These berries are safe to eat. This 
basket of medicinal herbs will heal you. 
Here is where the fish can be found.’ This is 
a portrayal of the true compassion and 
humanity we are all capable of. Why would 
the Indigenous peoples – whose land had 
been stripped from them by the colonials 
years earlier – try to help these new set-
tlers who were given this harsh land to 
till?”

Ms. Tarnawsky also notes that there are 
many similarities between Indigenous and 
Ukrainian cultures, among them, reverence 
for the land, the beauty of beading, braiding 
and embroidery and the significance of cir-
cles, rhythms and drums in dances.

But the history of this relationship 
between the Indigenous peoples and 
Ukrainian pioneers remains largely anec-
dotal. Very little has actually been written 
about this subject.

As Alberta writer Myrna Kostash noted in 
“The Ukrainian Orthodox Church and the 
First Nations,” a lecture she delivered in 
March 2010 to the congregation of St 
Vladimir’s Ukrainian Orthodox Church in 
Calgary during a spiritual retreat when 
working on her 2005 book “Reading the 
River: A Traveller’s Companion to the North 
Saskatchewan River,” she was able to find 
only one story about First Nations and 
Ukrainian contact. It was by Maria Yurei-
chuk, whose family arrived in Edmonton in 
1899 and travelled by raft downriver to 
their homestead near Victoria Settlement.

They ended up getting trapped by snow 
after their raft ran aground on a sandy 
shoal and came to a dead stop.

“Morning found us there, crouched at 
the entrance of our shelter. And the snow 
came down like an avalanche, as though it 
were trying to bury us alive…. We were so 
cold our teeth chattered, and we were 
afraid that by morning it would be the end 
of us. I wept bitterly over my fate and 
cursed my husband and Canada.

“It was already late morning when some 
Indians who lived near the river noticed a 
strange object sitting on top of the sand-
bank and came down to investigate. They 
took us into their home (an old shack), 
made some tea, gave us some dry biscuits 
to eat, and we gradually thawed out….

“I will not forget that incident as long as I 
live…. It was a blessing from God that the 

by Paul Robert Magocsi

By profession I am a historian who was 
raised and educated in the United States, 
and who has taught the history of Ukraine 
for over four decades at the University of 
Toronto in Canada. I come to you, then, as 
someone who has developed a professional 
and personal love and appreciation for the 
rich cultural heritage that your ancestors 
created on this beautiful land called 
Ukraine.

Since becoming an independent state in 
1991, Ukraine has made itself much better 
known throughout the world. While it is 
true that by now many people have heard 
the name Ukraine, they nonetheless know 
very little if anything about the country.

But there is something even worse than 
no knowledge. And that is distorted knowl-
edge. The unfortunate reality is that there 
are still many, many people, whether 
beyond and even within this country who 
see Ukraine only as a place of tragedy and 
who consider Ukrainians solely as perpe-
trators of suffering upon others. Such dis-
tortions need to be corrected. But how? To 
answer that question we must turn to the 
historical past.

History is a complicated matter – a phe-
nomenon of the past, present and future. 
All too often history is created, or re-creat-
ed in the present in order to influence the 
future. Some have referred to this phenom-
enon as the politics of historical memory, or 
memory politics.

Political and academic circles in inde-
pendent Ukraine have since 1991 been 
actively engaged in memory politics. I actu-
ally believe this kind of activity is very 
important, considering the fact that 
accounts of Ukraine’s past have for centu-
ries been distorted by Russian imperial and 
Soviet ideological manipulation and delib-
erate falsehoods. Alas, many of those false-
hoods were accepted to a significant degree 
by scholars and political leaders in other 
parts of the world. There are, however, 
many civic activists, writers and academics 
beyond Ukraine who in recent years have 
been trying to correct Ukraine’s distorted 
historical record through political lobbying, 
publications and teaching.

At this point, let me be clear about one 
thing. I believe it is Ukrainians in Ukraine, 
whether academics or civic activists, who 
should determine what their historic 
record should be – which events, which 
personages, which movements should be 
commemorated and celebrated, and how. 
For instance, Ukraine does not need the 
imprimatur – approval – of other countries 
regarding the Great Famine Holodomor. If 
Ukrainian scholars have determined that 
the Holodomor was an act of genocide 
against ethnic Ukrainians, or the peoples of 
Ukraine, then it was a genocide. No outside 
approval is necessary.

As you can see from the book “Jews and 
Ukrainians: a Millennium of Co-existence,” 
that is being given to you, it is sponsored by 
an international organization based in 
Canada called the Ukrainian-Jewish 
Encounter. The goal of that organization, of 
which I am a member, is to create a bal-
anced account of the centuries-old rela-
tions between ethnic Ukrainians and Jews 
living on the land we now call Ukraine. 
Among the Ukrainian Jewish Encounter’s 
many projects was a week-long series of 
scholarly, youth, civic and cultural events 
held in Kyiv in September 2016 to com-
memorate the 75th anniversary of the bru-
tal murder of Jews at Babyn Yar during the 
Holocaust. Those commemorative events 
back in 2016 initiated a series of discus-
sions and plans about how to create a per-
manent memorial (in the form of a rede-
signed sacred landscape, museums, monu-
ments, etc.) to honor the Jews and all other 
victims, regardless of their national or reli-
gious background, who were killed at 
Babyn Yar during World War II.

Since 2017, two commemorative proj-
ects have been proposed for Babyn Yar. One 
I will call the “Russian Project.” Why 
Russian? Because it is a privately-funded 
venture financed by wealthy oligarchs 
Mikhail Fridman, German Khan and Pavel 
Fuks, whose business interests are based in 
Moscow and closely tied to the political and 
economic interests of the government and 
leader of the Russian Federation. The 
Russian Project engaged the services of an 
artistic director, Ilya Khrzhanovskii, whose 
controversial proposals to develop the 
Babyn Yar Memorial Complex recently 
caused a public scandal and criticism in 
Jewish and non-Jewish circles within and 
beyond Ukraine. And yet, despite the con-
troversy, certain high-ranking figures in the 
government of  Ukraine and City 
Administration of Kyiv still seem favorably 
receptive to the Russian Project.

The second Babyn Yar commemorative 
project is the Ukrainian State Project. Why 
the “Ukrainian Project”? Because in 2018 
the Office of the President commissioned 
the Institute of History of the National 
Academy of Sciences of Ukraine to prepare 
a Concept/Plan for a memorial complex at 
Babyn Yar. The Ukrainian State Project is 
what its name implies: a state-sponsored 
project put together by Ukrainian academ-
ics and civic activists of various ethnic and 
religious backgrounds and interests. It is a 
project conceived of by Ukrainians and 
intended for all Ukrainians.

It should be obvious which project 
needs our support. The “our” means not 
only citizens of Ukraine but also the 
Ukrainian diaspora which historically has 
devoted much of its efforts – moral, intel-
lectual and financial – to assist its ancestral 
homeland.

In this regard, the Ukrainian World 
Congress (UWC) recently signed (Decem-
ber 2020) a memorandum of cooperation 
with the government of Ukraine to assist in 
the completion of three commemorative 
projects: the Holodomor, the Heavenly 
Hundred and Babyn Yar.  Undoubt edly, it is 
the Ukrainian State Project for Babyn Yar 
that the UWC supports. Why? That answer 
should also be obvious.

The privately financed Russian Project is 
likely to present a Russian understanding 
of the historical past which by definition 
has always been and still is opposed to 
Ukraine’s best interests. In the words of the 

Shumka underscores  
Ukrainian-First Nations interaction

Historical memory in a time of war
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would attend the August 23 event. Instead, 
a Cabinet-level member will be present, he 
added. 

Crimean Tatar leader and lawmaker 
Mustafa Dzhemilev has told local media 
that Transport Secretary Pete Buttigieg will 
represent the U.S. The Ukrainian Weekly 
could not verify that information with the 
U.S. State Department by the newspaper’s 
deadline. 

Russia’s KGB-successor agency, the 
Federal Security Service (FSB), has barred 
the 77-year-old Crimean Tatar from return-
ing to his homeland until 2034. 

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelens-
kyy announced the start of the initiative on 
October 20. 

Since Russia illegally annexed the penin-
sula, the United Nations, rights groups and 
Western governments have decried what 
they describe as a campaign of oppression 
that targets ethnic Ukrainians and mem-
bers of the Turkic-speaking Crimean Tatar 
minority, as well as others who opposed 
Moscow’s occupation. 

Arbitrary arrests and disappearances 
are not uncommon, in particular among the 
Crimean Tatars, the majority of whom 
oppose Russian rule. 

UN Secretary General Antonio Guterres 
released an interim report on the situation 

in Crimea on May 27 in which he called 
“upon the Russian Federation to uphold its 
obligations under international human 
rights law and international humanitarian 
law in Crimea.”

In particular, he said, “the Russian 
authorities are required to comply fully 
with the absolute prohibition of torture 
and ensure the independent, impartial and 
effective investigation of all allegations of 
ill-treatment, torture, arbitrary arrest and 
detention in Crimea.”

Despite being sanctioned by the 
European Union, the U.S., Canada, as well as 
other countries, Moscow has not altered its 
behavior on the peninsula and the 
Ukrainian military has reported that it has 
become heavily militarized. 

Still, questions linger regarding the 
extent to which the indigenous people of 
Crimea will be given a seat at the table dur-
ing the Crimean Platform event, said Enver 
Bekirov, a displaced Crimean Tatar who 
lives in Lviv. 

The activist said he has “big hopes” 
that the event might get Russia to start 
talking about illegal annexation, but he 
also questions “to what extent will we be 
included.”

Mr. Bekirov said that he realizes that 
since this is the first such event, the plat-
form will mostly “end with declarations…
but maybe it could become something big-
ger” because “Russia refuses to talk about 
Crimea” internationally.

(Continued from page 1)

Ukraine to break...

(Continued on page 11)
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co-author of the book “Jews and 
Ukrainians,” Prof. Johanan Petrovsky-
Shtern: “The planned project financed by 
Russian Jewish nouveaux riches with 
Kremlin support” would give exclusive 
right to land in Babyn Yar for 25 to 30 
years. “There needs to be outrage over this. 
Russia received a long lease on Sevastopol 
from Ukraine, and that was where Russia’s 
annexation began,” Mr. Petrovsky-Shtern 
said. Russia could do something similar at 
Babyn Yar. “They could state some kind of 
provocation … and then say Russia cannot 
tolerate this,” Mr. Petrovsky-Shtern said. 
“That’s how the occupation of Kyiv could 
begin.”

You, citizens of Ukraine, like we 
Ukrainian patriots in the diaspora, must 
remain vigilant against the enemy/provo-
cateur to the north. Together we must urge 
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy and his 
government, as well as the mayor of Kyiv, 
that, considering the short- and long-term 
interests of Ukraine, its leaders must sup-
port their “own” Ukrainian State Project, 
authored by the Historical Institute of the 
Academy of Sciences, for the future 
Memorial Complex at Babyn Yar.

(Continued from page 7)

Historical...

gling, areas that advisers and experts say is 
a source of corruption.

A bill in parliament that passed in the 
first of two readings in late January would 
transfer those functions to the recently-
formed Bureau of Economic Security (BES), 
the National Anticorruption Bureau and 
the National Police.

However, the BES is not fully operational 
and a bureau chief is supposed to be com-
petitively selected by September 25 and the 
following day the State Fiscal Service, 
including the tax police, would in turn 
cease to exist.

A second reading is expected in 
September but the legislative package has 
undergone more than 2,000 amendments 
thus far. Still, U.S. Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken in July stated that reforming the 
SBU is among the five steps that Ukraine 
needs to take before it can integrate with 
the EU and NATO.

In its current form, the legislation envi-
sions reducing the SBU’s staff from about 
31,000 to 17,000 people – whereas Great 
Britain, which has a population that 
exceeds Ukraine’s by 20 million, has a secu-
rity staff of 4,400 employees at its MI5 
security and counter-intelligence agency.

New armed forces head

Mr. Khomchak’s dismissal after two 
years comes amid a war with Russian 
armed formations in Luhansk and Donetsk 
that is in its eighth year that has killed 
14,000 people and internally displaced 1.5 
million more.

It also coincides with Kyiv’s efforts for 
NATO membership while it continuously 
reforms its armed forces to align with the 

defensive alliance’s standards.
“Reforms have never been painless, 

especially when it comes to the separation 
of powers and the elimination of duplica-
tion of functions between the Armed 
Forces and the Ministry of Defense,” the dis-
missed general said on Facebook. “In the 
conditions of counteraction to the Russian 
aggression, carrying out of reforms was 
complicated both by internal resistance 
and attempts of discrediting me and other 
commanders.”

He and Mr. Taran have in recent months 
publicly argued amid allegations that the 
civilian minister’s subordinate was not fol-
lowing orders. The ousted armed forces 
commander has said this was due to legis-

lation that duplicated their duties.
Mr. Khomchak also was a lightning rod 

of criticism about what transpired at the 
disastrous Battle of Illovaisk in late August 
2014 when regular Russian troops sur-
rounded a combined force of Ukrainian sol-
diers and volunteer fighters in the Donetsk 
town.

As the commander of that sector of the 
military at the time, Mr. Khomchak has 
been blamed for not doing more to halt the 
invasion of Russian soldiers that led to the 
death of 366 Ukrainian soldiers, 429 
wounded and close to 300 prisoners. The 
official data doesn’t include casualties from 
the numerous volunteer battalions who 
fought in the battle.

Serhiy Shaptala has been appointed 
chief of the General Staff and Oleksandr 
Pavliuk has been appointed commander of 
the Joint Forces.

Replacing Mr. Khomchak is 48-year-old 
Maj. Gen. Valeriy Zaluzhnyi who currently 
commands the military’s northern district.

The general has been serving in the east-
ern Donbas war zone since December 
2014. After being promoted to the rank of 
general in 2017, Mr. Zaluzhnyi has contin-
ued serving at the front lines of the war and 
appears to be in no hurry to assume a staff 
position within the military. 

The separate Donbas service of Radio 
Free Europe/Radio Liberty (RFE/RL) 
reported that “during his tenure as a mem-
ber of the Armed Forces, the village of 
Pivdenne near Horlivka, controlled by 
Russian hybrid forces, was liberated and 
advanced near Volnovakha.”

The military officers interviewed by 
RFE/RL called Mr. Zaluzhnyi “one of the 
most outspoken generals, who understands 
the problems of soldiers and junior officers 
and ‘does not think that stars on shoulder 
straps are a reason to be arrogant.’”

(Continued from page 1)

Citing need...

Col. Gen. Ruslan Khomchak, the outgo-
ing commander of Ukraine’s armed forc-
es, will now be the first deputy secretary 
of the country’s National Security and 

Defense Council. 

Facebook page of the General Staff 
of the Armed Forces of Ukraine
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from the spot markets (Interfax, June 30). 
Thus, if Gazprom shrinks deliveries by 
another 20 billion cubic meters (bcm) on 
top of the already lost 26.6 bcm in the last 
two years, this could not only mean a sub-
stantial profit for Moscow but also squeeze 
Europe to submit on Nord Stream 2.

Observers concluded that Russia is wea-
ponizing gas supplies and using its domi-
nant position on the European Union gas 
market to send a political message that 
Europe would face gas shortages if the 
Nord Stream 2 pipeline is not completed 
(Kyiv Post, July 13). But instead of being 
punished for such behavior, Moscow is 
being awarded with the lifting of all politi-
cal obstacles to the completion of Nord 
Stream 2. Although the newly announced 
U.S.-German agreement on Nord Stream 2 
contains provisions that threaten sanctions 
and other retaliation if Russia tries to use 
energy as a weapon or commit further 
aggressive acts against Ukraine, the timing 
of the deal makes it dubious that Moscow 
will indeed be punished for monopolistic 
or reckless behavior (Al Jazeera.com, July 
20; Moscow Times, July 21).

Unveiling some of the details of the 
agreement, Victoria Nuland, the U.S. under-
secretary of state for political affairs, said 
Germany had agreed to work alongside the 
United States to press Russia to extend by 
10 years a transit agreement through 
Ukraine that is due to expire at the end of 
2024 (Moscow Times, July 21). Success in 
such an endeavor is highly unrealistic, how-
ever. As soon as the diversionary Nord 
Stream 2 pipeline is operational, Russia will 
not need Ukraine as a gas transit route, and 
the West has no practical means to force 
Gazprom into another 10-year agreement 
with Kyiv.

Ms. Nuland reiterated that Germany has 
pledged to take measures at the national 
level, as well as to seek action at the EU 
level, including sanctions, if Russia uses 
energy as a weapon or takes aggressive 
steps against Ukraine (Interfax, July 21). 
Few in Ukraine or Central and Eastern 
Europe are convinced that Berlin would 
take such drastic measures against 
Moscow, particularly ones that would affect 
German commercial interests. Judging by 
Germany’s consistent efforts to appeal 
every European court decision regarding 
the onshore pipelines connecting the Nord 
Stream corridor, it seems unlikely that 
Berlin will volunteer to impose sanctions 
on Russia for subversive actions in Ukraine. 
Germany recently lost its appeal on the 
OPAL onshore pipeline linking Nord 
Stream 1 to its gas network – the court con-
firmed that the pipeline is subject to the 
European Gas Directive and Gazprom can-
not use it at full capacity (see EDM, 
September 30, 2019; Interfax, July 15).

Any financial incentives and promises for 
investment in Ukraine’s green energy sector 
by both Germany and the United States will 
be extremely important, if they come to fru-
ition. Ms. Nuland spoke about “concrete” 
financial figures on helping Ukraine diversi-
fy energy supplies, which have yet to be dis-
closed. These promises, however, do not 
seem to bother the authorities in Moscow, 
as celebrations there are already in prog-
ress. The deputy chairperson of the State 
Duma’s (lower chamber of parliament) 
international affairs committee, Alexei 
Chepa, triumphantly declared that neither 
the efforts of the United States nor the posi-
tion of Ukraine and President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy will interfere with the full launch 
of the pipeline (Interfax, July 21).

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 2)

U.S.-Germany...
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sanctions and it would only serve to hurt 
relations with Germany, a key NATO ally. 
Nonetheless, many U.S. lawmakers as well 
as Ukrainian officials have expressed oppo-
sition to the deal with Germany. Mr. 
Zelenskyy last month said he was disap-
pointed to hear that Mr. Biden did not 
intend to stop the project. Analysts say the 
Biden administration doesn’t like the optics 
of Mr. Zelenskyy meeting with Congress to 
jointly oppose the deal it had reached with 
Germany. In their July 22 letter, Reps. Marcy 
Kaptur (D-Ohio), Mike Quigley (D-Ill.), 
Brian Fitzpatrick (R-Pa.), and Andy Harris 
(R-Md.), said they were also “troubled by 
the appearance” that the Biden administra-
tion was using a White House meeting to 
“persuade” Ukraine to accept the Nord 
Stream 2 deal. During a call with the media 
on July 21, a senior State Department offi-
cial denied any pressure on Ukraine to 
accept the U.S.-Germany deal and said the 
publication of the date of Mr. Zelenskyy’s 
visit on the same day was coincidental. Mr. 
Zelenskyy, a former comedian and political 
novice, has been seeking a White House 
visit since he took office in May 2019 to 
demonstrate U.S. support for his adminis-
tration. The United States has been 
Ukraine’s staunchest supporter in its sev-

en-year war against Russia-backed rebels 
in the east that has cost the lives of more 
than 13,200 people and a White House visit 
would help his image at home and abroad, 
analysts have said. Former U.S. President 
Donald Trump invited Mr. Zelenskyy to the 
White House in 2019, but that meeting 
never took place after the U.S. leader was 
accused of pressuring his Ukrainian coun-
terpart to investigate the Kyiv activities of 
Hunter Biden, the son of his main 
Democratic rival at the time. The executive 
branch “on both sides of the aisle should no 
longer play politics with a meeting with 
Ukraine’s president,” the representatives 
said in their letter. (RFE/RL)

Ukraine pressured to drop Xinjiang scrutiny

Ukraine succumbed to Chinese pressure 
to remove its name from an international 
statement about human rights abuses in 
China’s western Xinjiang region by threat-
ening to limit trade and withhold access to 
COVID-19 vaccines, Ukrainian officials and 
lawmakers with knowledge of the issue 
told RFE/RL. After initially joining with 
more than 40 other countries on June 22, 
Kyiv withdrew its signature two days later 
from a statement at the United Nations 
Human Rights Council in Geneva that called 
for China to allow independent observers 
immediate access to Xinjiang, where 
Beijing is operating a camp system that U.N. 
officials estimate has interned more than 1 

million Uyghurs, Kazakhs and other 
Muslim minorities. The incident was first 
reported by the AP citing Western diplo-
mats speaking anonymously. RFE/RL has 
since spoken to three Ukrainian lawmakers 
and a senior government official who con-
firmed the report and provided new 
details. Andriy Sharaskin, a Ukrainian law-
maker from the opposition Holos party 
who sits on parliament’s Foreign Policy and 
Interpar lia mentary Cooperation Commit-
tee, told RFE/RL that Ukraine gave in to 
strong diplomatic pressure from China to 
withdraw its signature from the statement. 
“[The Chinese Foreign Ministry] demanded 
that Ukraine withdraw its signature from 
the international statement on Uyghurs,” 
Mr. Sharaskin said. “This [pressure] contin-
ued until the signature was revoked.” A 
senior Ukrainian official, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity because he was not 
authorized to discuss the matter publicly, 
also confirmed this version of events to 
RFE/RL. The official said China’s Foreign 
Affairs Ministry blocked export documents 
for Chinese vaccines and that Beijing offi-
cials “hinted at the reason” for the shots 
being withheld. As soon as Kyiv withdrew 
its signature from the statement, he said, 
the documents were processed and 
Ukraine received its expected batch of 
Chinese-made Sinovac vaccines. (RFE/RL, 
with reporting by Yevhen Solonya and Reid 
Standish)

Russia files case against Ukraine

Russia has filed a complaint against 
Ukraine with the European Court of Human 
Rights (ECHR) saying Kyiv is responsible 
for the 2014 crash of a Malaysian airliner 
and civilian deaths and human rights abus-
es in Russia and Ukraine. The filing of the 
case on July 22 comes exactly five months 
after Ukraine filed its latest in a series of 
legal complaints against Moscow at the 
same court, which hears complaints over 
alleged breaches of the conventions on 
human rights. In its complaint, Russia lists 
a litany of alleged transgressions, blaming 
Kyiv for civilian deaths during the Euro-
Maidan uprising in 2014 and a conflict with 
Russian-backed separatists in the country’s 
east that has claimed thousands of lives. 
Moscow also said that shelling by 
Ukrainian armed forces in eastern Ukraine 
had killed and wounded people in southern 
Russia. The filing appears to be part of an 

effort by Russia to flood the ECHR with 
cases against Ukraine. An investigation by 
RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service, published in 
April, showed lawyers based in Russia and 
in parts of eastern Ukraine held by 
Moscow-backed separatists had filed 
around 6,000 claims related to the conflict 
in the eastern regions of Donetsk and 
Luhansk, often referred to as the Donbas. 
More than 13,200 people have been killed 
and thousands more wounded in the war 
that erupted in the Donbas in April 2014, a 
month after Russia’s armed takeover of 
Ukraine’s Crimean Peninsula. Russia denies 
involvement, despite ample evidence show-
ing it has provided arms, fighters, financing 
and other aid to the separatists. Ukrainian 
Justice Minister Denys Malyuska mocked 
Russia’s case, calling it “completely ridicu-
lous.” He said Moscow had confused the 
Strasbourg-based court with “a show on 
Russian television.” The complaint to the 
court “laid out all the myths of Russian pro-
paganda,” he wrote on Facebook, adding: 
“From a legal point of view, inevitable 
defeat awaits them.” Ukraine itself has filed 
nine cases against Russia, including one 
over the downing of Malaysia Airlines flight 
MH17 over eastern Ukraine in July 2014. 
The flight was on its way from Amsterdam 
to Kuala Lumpur when it was downed by a 
Russian-made Buk surface-to-air missile 
fired from territory controlled by separat-
ists in eastern Ukraine, killing all 298 pas-
sengers and crew. A team of international 
investigators concluded in May 2018 that 
the missile launcher used to shoot down 
the aircraft belonged to Russia’s 53rd Anti-
Aircraft Missile Brigade. During the 2014 
Euro-Maidan anti-government rallies that 
toppled Ukraine’s Russian-friendly presi-
dent, Viktor Yanukovych, 104 people were 
killed and 2,500 injured as a result of vio-
lent crackdowns against the protesters. Mr. 
Yanukovych abandoned power and fled 
Kyiv on February 21, 2014. The former 
president, who was secretly flown to Russia 
and remains there, denies that he ordered 
police to fire on protesters, saying that the 
violence was the result of a “planned opera-
tion” to overthrow his government. 
Ukrainian prosecutors, however, blame Mr. 
Yanukovich for the violence. (RFE/RL’s 
Russian Service and Current Time)

(Continued on page 11)
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Russian, Armenian nationals jailed

A court in Russia’s southwestern city of 
Rostov-on-Don has sentenced to lengthy 
prison terms two men for the illegal sale of 
parts of an S-300 missile complex to 
Ukraine. The court on July 28 found 
Russian Denis Lobov and Armenian Ararat 
Khachat rian guilty of smuggling military 
equipment that is considered a “state 
secret” to Ukraine. Mr. Lobov was sen-
tenced to 9 1/2 years in prison while Mr. 
Khachat rian was given 10 years and five 
months. In recent years, Russia has arrest-
ed and convicted several men and women, 
including Ukrainian and Russian citizens, 
on charges of spying for Ukraine or provid-
ing Kyiv with classified information. 
Relations between Moscow and Kyiv have 
been tense since 2014, when Russia 
annexed Ukraine’s Crimean Peninsula and 
began backing separatists in a conflict in 
eastern Ukraine which has left more than 

13,200 people dead. (RFE/RL, based on 
reporting by TASS and Interfax)

Czech court sentences Belarusian

An appeals court in the Czech Republic 
has sentenced a 41-year-old Belarusian cit-
izen to 21 years in prison for taking part in 
the war in eastern Ukraine on the side of 
pro-Russian separatists. Alyaksey Fadzeeu 
was found guilty of terrorism. The court 
reviewed and increased Mr. Fadzeeu’s sen-
tence after he had initially been sentenced 
in September to 4 1/2 years in prison for 
collaborating with pro-Russian separatists 
in eastern Ukraine. But after an appeal by 
the prosecutor, who considered the sen-
tence too lenient, Mr. Fadzeeu was found 
guilty of terrorism on July 22 and sen-
tenced to 21 years in prison, according to 
Czech media reports. From October 2014 
to May 2016, prosecutors said he repeated-
ly traveled to eastern Ukraine to support 
separatist groups and served in the armed 
forces of one of the separatist entities. Mr. 
Fadzeeu has lived in the Czech Republic for 
many years. (RFE/RL’s Russian Service and 
Current Time)

(Continued from page 10)
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“As a member of European Parliament, I 
worked a lot on Turkey and Cyprus and I 
am not sure whether the EU will once again 
or would once again agree to have a mem-
ber with conflict along its borders or on its 
territories,” Ms. Harms said.  “I would say 
probably not, they won`t. But the EU and 
also NATO have to become more serious on 
the question of how to deal with the per-
spective of Donbas and Russian aggression 
and occupation of Ukraine. And I am, since 
the very beginning, convinced that saying 
that there must be a political solution – it’s 
good and ok. But if there is, after seven 
years of war, no political solution, then also 
the EU and NATO have to revisit their strat-
egies and how they increase the pressure 
on Russia.”

So, the Kremlin and its actions in 
Ukraine are big obstacles to Ukraine’s road 
toward Europe. Still, there is some positive 
movement. European deputies are more 
and more committed to the question of 
security for Ukraine and the EU, and the 
vast majority of members of the European 
Parliament are ready to put pressure on 
Moscow. At the end of April, the European 
Parliament adopted a resolution on Russia, 
Alexey Navalny, the military build-up on 
Ukraine’s border and Russian attacks in the 
Czech Republic. The resolution proposes 
strong measures to stop Russian aggres-
sion and urges the EU institutions and all 
member states to stop the completion of 
the Nord Stream 2 pipeline.

Witold Jan Waszczykowsky, a Polish 
member of the European Parliament 
(European Conservatives and Reformists 
Group), chair of the delegation to the 
EU-Ukraine Parliamentary Association 
Committee, and former minister of foreign 
affairs of Poland, said that there is a lack of 
will, lack of determination in the EU toward 
dealing with Moscow.

“Of course, there is no deficit of instru-
ments in the West to stop Russian aggres-
sion. And we openly discussed this in the 
European Parliament, but of course, we do 
not have executive power to implement all 
these proposals about getting them rid of 
Swift financial operations, stop buying gas 
from Russia, stop constructing Nord 
Stream 2 and things like that,” Mr. Waszczy-
kowsky said.

“We can impose a price tag also on part 
of the Russian society, oligarchs, celebrities 
and those who support Mr. Putin and those 
who benefit from the aggressive policy. 
Why do we still deal with these oligarchs, 
why (do we allow them to) keep their prop-
erties in Spain, Cyprus and other countries? 
Why do we keep inviting Russian celebri-

ties or sportsmen to play with us at the 
same time the other Russians are shooting 
in Donbas? Why are the laboratories in 
Harvard, Oxford still open for Russian sci-
entists? They benefit from our openness, 
and, of course, they still support Mr. Putin. 
So, once we get rid of this opportunity for 
them, they start to think: is it still beneficial 
to support Mr. Putin’s aggressive policy?” 
Mr. Waszczykowsky said, adding that there 
is a myth in Western capitals that believe in 
“a kind of bonanza in Russia, and we are 
supposed to care about Russia first.” 

Mr. Waszczykowsky pointed out that the 
EU cannot help Ukraine win the war with 
Russia, but it can help to stop further 
Russian aggression by selling and giving 
Kyiv defensive weapons.

At the same time, Ms. Harms said that the 
European Union should consider the deliv-
ery of heavy weaponry to Ukraine. It was a 
statement that caught Mr. Freuden stein, 
the policy director at Wilfried Martens 
Centre for European Studies, by surprise.

“I would have never thought I’d live to 
see the day in which a green politician 
advocates arms exports. But I totally sub-
scribe to what Rebecca Harms said,” Mr. 
Freudenstein added.

 Ms. von Cramon-Taubadel said that the 
recent resolution of the European 
Parliament on Russia had “tougher rheto-
ric,” and that the commitment for Ukraine’s 
and EU security was easier to achieve.

“Nevertheless, when it comes to the hard 
facts, would we really be able and willing to 
provide Ukraine with weapons, would we 
deliver weapons, would there be any more 
than the task force in the Baltic? I am not so 
sure,” she said.

Andrius Kubilius, a Lithuanian member 
of the European Parliament, chair of the 
delegation to the Euronest Parliamentary 
Assembly and former prime minister of 
Lithuania, underlined that the recent 
actions of Mr. Putin and the Kremlin 
towards Ukraine “are really opening eyes” 
of people in many European capitals. 

The European Parliament “makes good 
and strong statements,” but “foreign policy 
is in the hands of member states, of capi-
tals,” Mr. Kubilius said. For achieving better 
security in the whole of Europe, he suggest-
ed democratizing as much as possible both 
Ukraine and Russia and integrating Ukraine 
into the EU as a solution.

“Democracies usually are not fighting 
with each other. That is why [we should] 
try to see what are our possibilities to 
assist Russian people, Russian opposition, 
Russian protesters in their wish to have 
democracy in Russia, that is one of the 
goals which we need to have in mind,” Mr. 
Kubilius said.

“Ukrainian success can be very impor-
tant really in influencing even develop-

ments in Russia itself. It can be an inspira-
tion for the Russian people to follow this 
good democratic example. And the success 
of Ukraine very much will depend on what 
will be EU policy towards Ukraine, toward 
the integration of Ukraine. I think we need 
really to ask ourselves very simple ques-
tions: how can we make EU doors more 
open, if not totally open for integration of 
Ukraine at least to make it more open. 
Because the answer to the question of how 
to assist Ukraine in developing its success 
and bringing more security comes through 
the doors of integration,” Mr. Kubilius said. 

Daniel Fried, a fellow at the Atlantic 
Council, a former U.S. ambassador to 
Poland and former assistant secretary of 
state for European and Eurasian affairs, 
also pointed out that it is necessary to 
invest in Russian society.

“I am talking about an updated version 
of very successful things the United States 
and the West did during the Cold War, 
which was to reach out to Soviet society 
and make a long-term investment in it with 
respect to policy towards Ukraine. The 
United States has made clear that we will 
not accept Russia’s annexation of Crimea. 
Tony Blinken and the State Department 
made that explicit in a formal statement 
recently,” Mr. Fried said.  “And we will not 
allow Russia to treat Ukraine as if it does 
not exist or as if it is Mr. Putin’s and the 
Kremlin’s property.”

Mr. Fried also said that the Russian pres-
ident’s aggression turned the EU against 
him.

“Mr. Putin has managed to alienate 
Europe in general, the European Union in 
particular,” Mr. Fried said, adding that both 
the United States and Europe have to come 
up with a consistent Russia policy.

That policy, Mr. Fried said, should consist 
of resisting Mr. Putin’s aggression (through 
support for Ukraine, resilience, countering 
disinformation, exposing Russian corrup-
tion, finding channels of corrupt Russian 
money); cooperating with Russia where 
possible but using sanctions to check the 
policy of the Kremlin; stabilizing relations 
with Moscow as much as possible; and 
reaching out to the Russian people and 
supporting free Russian media.

Mr. Fried said that Ukraine should 
“reform itself from within to build a nation 
which is both democratic – Ukraine argu-
ably already is – but also respects the rule 
of law, which Ukraine has not yet done. At 
least, not to a sufficient extent. Ukraine 
basically needs to follow the successful 
path of Poland and the Baltic states a gen-

eration ago.”
Mr. Kubilius, the Lithuanian member of 

the European Parliament, said that Mr. 
Putin, through his aggression, helped to 
forge a pro-Western mentality in Ukraine. 
Now the country needs further reforms, 
but at the same time more incentives to 
join the EU club.

“I am dissatisfied very much with the 
EU’s inability to bring some kind of integra-
tion perspective,” Mr. Kubilius said. 
“Recently the Center of European Political 
Studies (CEPS) in their report compared 
Eastern Partnership countries, like Ukraine, 
Georgia and Moldova with Western Balkan 
countries that have membership perspec-
tives, they are EU candidates. The compari-
sons according to all the different data 
brought a very simple conclusion: there is 
no big difference between Ukraine, Georgia 
and Moldova and Western Balkan coun-
tries. But the difference is in the EU atti-
tude: Western Balkan countries have a 
membership perspective, and Ukraine, 
Georgia and Moldova still do not have such 
a perspective. The question is why? Well, I 
can guess that there are some countries, 
some capitals, which are thinking that it 
can provoke Mr. Putin and so on. From my 
point of view, it would be exactly the oppo-
site. I am not talking about imminent mem-
bership but giving [Ukraine] clear perspec-
tive,” Mr. Kubilius said.

Mr. Waszczykowski, the Polish member 
of the European Parliament, reminded con-
ference participants that his country at one 
time had a clear perspective of what it 
needed to do to join the EU.  He said 
Warsaw was given a promise, and Russia 
then was weak. Ukraine now has different 
conditions, he said. Without a similar per-
spective for EU integration, Mr. Zelenskyy 
has nothing to promise his people and get 
them to implement necessary reforms. He 
also said that the EU should look at wheth-
er it meets its own standards.

“Let’s be honest, many EU members do 
not fulfill the requirements of the member-
ship right now – in the case of the economic 
situation, in the case of other political 
aspects. So how can we push Ukraine to be 
better than us? It is like asking to be holier 
than the Pope in Rome,” Mr. Waszczykow-
ski said.

Both conferences, which were organized 
by the Ukrainian Free University in Munich, 
concluded that decision-makers in the 
West could be more proactive and more 
supportive of Ukraine so that Kyiv is not 
solely dependent on its own effort to move 
closer to Europe.

(Continued from page 3)

European...

Indians caught sight of our raft, for without 
their help we would have perished there.”

There are many common threads that 
run through the history of Indigenous peo-
ple and Ukrainian settlers in Canada. Both 
were subjected to discrimination and 
looked down upon by the higher ethnic 
echelons of the “Vertical Mosaic” that was 
Canadian reality throughout most of the 
20th century.

For Ukrainians it was the trauma of 
World War I internment operations. For 
Indigenous people, it was the trauma of 
residential schools. Incidentally, while 
Ukrainian-origin Canadians never experi-
enced the full degree of horrors, including 
physical and sexual abuse in prison-like 
conditions that the Indigenous suffered in 
residential schools, they nevertheless were 

also subjected to attempts to eradicate 
their language and culture in the educa-
tional system.

Up until the 1950s, Ukrainian children in 
rural Alberta schools were strapped or sub-
jected to other forms of corporal punish-
ment simply for speaking Ukrainian. 
Among those who recall such treatment are 
former Alberta premier Ed Stelmach and 
former Speaker of the Alberta Legislature 
Gene Zwozdesky. In both cases the objec-
tives were similar. The educational system 
was designed to eliminate their individual 
cultures and assimilate them into what was 
perceived to be the superior one.

But their cultures not only survived, they 
also thrived. That is what is presented in 
Shumka’s production. But even more 
important, by focussing on this subject 
“Ancestors and Elders” has opened the 
door to further study. And it’s a unique 
chapter in Canada’s history that certainly 
deserves much more serious study.

(Continued from page 7)

Shumka...
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Ukrainian Educational and Cultural Center marks 40th anniversary with virtual celebration
by Xenia Panczak Zacharczuk

JENKINTOWN, Pa. – The Ukrainian 
Educational and Cultural Center (UECC) in 
Jenkintown, Pa., marked its 40th anniversa-
ry with a virtual celebration posted on its 
webpage, YouTube and Facebook.  The 
video paid particular tribute to the nine 
presidents of the UECC who led the numer-
ous Boards of Directors in serving the 
Ukrainian-American community of the 
greater Philadelphia area over those 40 
years. Also commemorated in the 40th 
anniversary video celebration held on June 
13 was the Philadelphia Ukrainian 
Selfreliance Federal Credit Union for its 
generous financial support of the UECC 
from the time of the center’s founding 
through to the present day.

The Masters of Ceremony for the video 
were Natalka Panczak Firko, current UECC 
board president, and Yuliya Stupen, UECC 
board member.  From the newly renovated 

clubroom, the two gracefully guided view-
ers through the 90-minute celebration in 
both English and Ukrainian.  All of the UECC 
presidents will be memorialized in the ren-
ovated room with handmade tiles designed 
and painted in the Hutsul style by UECC 
board member Iryna Galai, who was also 
the mastermind behind the clubroom 
design, which was funded by the Chere-
mosh Hutsul Society of Philadelphia.

The video opened with the procession of 
flags by representatives of the Ukrainian 
American Veterans, Anthony Bilyi Post 
Number 1, the Society of the Ukrainian 
Insurgent Army, the Organization for the 
Defense of Four Freedoms for Ukraine, the 
Ukrainian American Youth Association and 
the Plast Ukrainian Scouting Organization, 
with musical accompaniment by ban-
durists Shabli Kobzariv.  After the comple-
tion of the procession, siblings Maya and 
Roman Kowal greeted viewers with the tra-
ditional Ukrainian welcome of bread and 

salt. Metropolitan-Archbishop Borys 
Gudziak formally began the festivities with 
an opening prayer.

Current members of the Board of 
Directors presented biographical informa-
tion about the nine UECC presidents, 
underscoring the contributions each made 
in the development of the center’s presence 
in the Ukrainian American diaspora of the 
Delaware Valley. The presidents served in 
the following order: Dr. Alexander B. 
Chernyk (1980-1989), Borys Zacharczuk 
(1989-1997 and 2001-2007), Mykola Lutyj 
(2001-2009), Alexander Mychaluk (August 
1999-October 1999), Patricia Sawchak 
(1999-2001), Borys V. Pawluk (2007-
2013), Sophia Koropeckyj (2013-2015), 
Andrea Porytko Zharovsky (2015-2018) 
and Natalka Panczak Firko (2018-present).  

Interwoven with the presidential pre-
sentations were celebratory greetings and 
musical performances.  Making congratula-

tory remarks were Iryna Mazur, honorary 
consul of Ukraine in Philadelphia on behalf 
of herself and Oksana Markarova, ambassa-
dor of Ukraine to the United States; greet-
ings were also extended by Reps. Brian 
Fitzpatrick, Madeleine Dean and Brendan 
Boyle; as well as from Andrij Futey, presi-
dent of the Ukrainian Congress Committee 
of American; Ruslana Fartachuk, adminis-
trator of the Ukrainian Learning Center for 
Children (“Svitlychka”); and Olha Kostiv, 
director of the Ukrainian Heritage School.

Ms. Firko expressed gratitude to the 
leadership of the Ukrainian Selfreliance 
Federal Credit Union on behalf of the UECC 
administrations, past and present, for its 
constant and magnanimous financial sup-
port of the center, which totals nearly $1 
million to date.  In response, Roman Petyk, 
president of the credit union, acknowl-

Musician Susan Hwang and Serhiy Zhadan’s poem “Psalm to Aviation 58”
by Olena Jennings

NEW YORK – Artist Susan Hwang 
released a music video on June 30 based on 
Ukrainian writer’s Serhiy Zhadan’s poem 
“Psalm to Aviation 58.” The video release 
event took place in New York City’s East 
Village with Yara Arts Group as the sponsor 
of the event.

The words to the song – which were 
translated from Ukrainian into English by 
Virlana Tkacz and Wanda Phipps – speak of 
connection to nature and to language. The 
video features Ms. Hwang in a solo piano/
vocal performance.

For the video release event, Ms. Hwang 
played the song live in a new arrangement 
with herself on accordion, Lila Eaton on 
trumpet and Marlon Cherry providing per-
cussion and vocal harmonies. All served to 
emphasize a connection in recreating the 
feeling of the words in music.

The poem is part of a series yet unpub-
lished in English translated by Ms. Tkacz 
and Ms. Phipps. Ms. Hwang interprets the 
poem as the search for meaning in the act 
of reading, and finding solace in language.  
A portion of the poem in English reads as 
follows:

I know how hard it is to admit
that what’s really important
are the simple things –
breath held because
of an unexpected connection of words
Ms. Hwang is the founder of the Bushwick 

Book Club. The group uses literature to 
inspire songs of all kinds. She has worked 
with Yara Arts Group in the past and has 
traveled while performing extensively in 
Ukraine. One of her latest projects with 
Yara Arts Group is “Captain John Smith 
Goes to Ukraine,” about Captain John 
Smith’s time in Eastern Europe in 1603. She 
both played accordion and acted in that 
show.

Ms. Hwang is currently working on 
“SLAP” with Yara Arts Group. The show is 
now in development.  It tells the story of 
artist David Burliuk, the father of Futurism, 
and his travels to Japan and eventually New 
York City.

Ms. Hwang spoke about her work while 
in her living room in New York. The first 
poem of Mr. Zhadan’s that she worked with 
was “Mushrooms of Donbas,” which she 
first performed at The Ukrainian Museum 
in New York City. She spoke of the way that 
the song offered an opportunity to speak to 
listeners unaware of the situation in 
Ukraine regarding the war in the Donbas 
region and how expressing a Ukrainian 
identity could be a political act.

“Mushrooms of Donbas” and “Psalm to 
Aviation 58” are different musically. 
“Mushrooms of Donbas” is blues-inspired 
and “Psalm to Aviation 58” is hymn-like. 
“Psalm to Aviation 58” can be considered 
spiritual in that it invites the listener to 
dive further into the self.

She spoke of the way the song is written.
“No matter what you’re writing about, 

you’re taking in, and responding to, the 
response is uncontrolled.  For this song, I 
sat down at the piano, my hands hit a 
chord, and then another,” Ms. Hwang said.

She listens for the music in the words, 
where music already exists within the 
poem. 

Part of what appeals to Ms. Hwang 
about Mr. Zhadan is his ability to speak of 
the universal. His work is not geared to a 
certain type of person. It is geared toward 
everyone. Ms. Hwang appreciates the depth 

of attention to all aspects of human exis-
tence that Mr. Zhadan brings to his work.

When asked about future plans with 
Mr. Zhadan’s texts, especially in light of 
the fact that the poet was recently award-
ed the prestigious Derek Walcott prize 
for his book “A New Orthography,” trans-
lated by John Hennessy and Ostap Kin, 
she replied that she would like to contin-
ue to bring attention to his work. In its 
universality, it is important for everyone 
to hear, she said.

Susan Hwang is joined by Marlon Cherry, who provided percussion and vocal har-
monies.

Bob Krasner

The masters of ceremony for the UECC’s 40th anniversary celebration were Natalka 
Panczak Firko (left), current UECC board president, and Yuliya Stupen, UECC 

board member. (Continued on page 13)

Participants of the UECC’s 40th anniversary celebration took part in a flag proces-
sion at the opening ceremony.

Stephen Fartuszok
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edged Ms. Firko’s response and congratu-
lated the UECC boards of directors of the 
past 40 years on the dramatic impact they 
and the UECC institution have made on the 
unification of the Ukrainian community of 
the Philadelphia area and the preservation 
of the Ukrainian heritage beyond the bor-
ders of Ukraine.

Dynamic musical performances through-
out the event were made by Prometheus 
Ukrainian Male Chorus, the Metropolitan 
Ballet Academy and Company, the Accolada 
Chamber Choir, Soloveyky Children’s Choir, 
Dzvin Ukrainian Male Folk Choir, the 
Voloshky School of Ukrainian Dance, the 
Voloshky Ensemble and the Ukrainian 
Bandurist Chorus of North America.  All of 
the performers, with the exception of the 
Ukrainian Bandurist Chorus of North 
America, are based at the UECC.

The video was produced by Stephen 
Fartuszok (videographer) and Andrij Dob-
rian sky (video editor) and can be viewed at 
www.ueccphila.org.  Also posted on the 
Center’s website is the 40th Anni versary 
Commemorative Booklet, which includes 
numerous official greetings, the UECC pres-
idential biographies, a recognition of the 
Ukrainian Selfreliance Federal Credit 
Union, write-ups on the 40th anniversary 
performers and numerous institutional 
and personal greetings.  The booklet edito-
rial staff was comprised of Jaroslawa 
Halaway, Sofia Zacharczuk and Xenia 
Panczak Zacharczuk.  

The overall planning of the UECC’s 40th 
anniversary celebration was overseen by 
Zenia Brozyna, UECC board member and 
Program Committee chair. The celebration 
was originally planned for the spring of 
2020, but the COVID-19 pandemic struck 
and pushed the event back.  It was then 
rescheduled for the fall of 2020, again 
rescheduled for the spring of 2021 and 
finally planned as a virtual commemoration.

The Board of Directors of the UECC 
extended sincere gratitude to the many 
individuals and organizations who gener-
ously donated to the UECC on the occasion 
of its 40th anniversary.  To date, the dona-
tions have totaled more than $35,000.  The 
funds will be used to support the board’s 
current five-year strategic plan.  Individuals 
interested in supporting the cause may still 
donate to the center via its webpage (www.
ueccphila.org) or by mail (UECC, 700 North 
Cedar Road, Jenkintown, PA, 19046). All 
donations are tax deductible.

(Continued from page 12)

Ukrainian Educational...
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Ukraine wins first medals at 2020 Summer Olympic Games

Remembering a pair of Olympic gold medalists

Bilodid earns Ukraine’s first medal

Not only was it Ukraine’s first medal at 
the 2020 Summer Olympics in Tokyo, but it 
was 20-year-old Daira Bilodid’s first ever 
Olympic medal and Ukraine’s first Olympic 
medal in women’s judo. In the women’s 
48-kg competition, Bilodid defeated 
Serbia’s Milica Nikolic and Portugal’s 

Catarina Costa, was outpointed by Japan’s 
Funa Tonaki, and bounced back to win the 
bronze medal by besting Israel’s Shira 
Rishony on July 24.

Winning medals is nothing new for the 
5-foot-8, 106-pound young lady who has 
captured two golds in World Champion-
ships, a gold in European Games and a pair 
of gold medals at the European Champion-
ships. At the age of 17, she broke the record 
for becoming the youngest judo world 
champion. She is also the youngest two-
time world judo champion among both 
men and women.

Ukraine’s second Olympic medal was 

claimed by fencer Ihor Reizlin in men’s 
épée on July 25. Reizlin beat Switzerland’s 
Benjamin Steffen (15-11), Switzerland’s 
Max Heinzer (15-12) and Egypt’s 
Mohamed Elsayed (15-13), before losing to 
France’s Romain Cannone (10-15). To win 
the bronze medal, Reizlin overcame Italy’s 
Andrea Santarelli (15-12). The 36-year-old 
was a two-time World Championships 
medalist in 2019 (team and individual).

Olena Kostevych and Oleh Omelchuk 
teamed up to win a bronze medal in the 
mixed 10-meter air pistol event on July 27. 
The Ukrainian duo defeated Serbians Zorana 
Arunovic and Damir Mikec 16-12 in their 

bronze medal match. The competition had 
40 competitors from 15 different nations.

Romanchuk sets new Olympic record

Ukrainian swimmer Mykhailo Roman-
chuk set an Olympic record in the 800-
meter freestyle with a time of 7:41:28 sec-
onds in his semifinal race on July 28. 
Romanchuk holds several distance free-
style national records. In European and 
World Championship competitions since 
2016 he has won 11 medals, including six 
gold medals. A second Ukrainian swimmer, 

The plan for covering the sports scene in 
2020 certainly included Team Ukraine’s 
composition, performance and analysis at 
the Summer Olympics in Tokyo. Along 
came COVID-19 to put the world on hold 
for way too long. Ukraine’s elite athletes 
were granted an additional year of prepara-
tion for the Summer Games thanks to the 
pandemic. Competitions on the world’s 
greatest sporting stage have finally come, 
and performances have been highlighted 
and analyzed. In an effort to keep the 
Olympic flame burning brightly, here is a 
fond remembrance of two most special 
Ukrainian gold medal champions.

Klochkova a big hit  
with young swimmers

A certain weekend in the middle of May 
of 2016 was a most memorable moment 
for swimmers at Freedom Aquatics Club on 
Staten Island, N.Y. The club members got to 
meet and train with four-time Olympic gold 
medalist Yana Klochkova. She was invited 
by Nikolay Shevchenko, head coach of 
Freedom Aquatics.

The Ukrainian swimming champion won 
her four Olympic gold medals in the 200- 
and 400-meter individual medley events in 
the 2000 and 2004 Olympic Games. In 
2004, she became the first female swimmer 
to win consecutive pairs of Olympic gold 
medals in the 200- and 400-meter medleys.

Klochkova began her coaching session 
with the youngsters ages 7-16 by talking 
about her personal experiences in the pool 
and at the Olympics, even allowing those 
present to hold and try on her gold medals. 
Later she jumped into the pool with the 
swimmers to demonstrate all four swim-
ming strokes with their respective proper 

techniques. Yana took the time to observe 
and critique each individual swimmer, 
offering pointers that would improve their 
swimming performance. She taught the 
students some different new drills, both in-
pool and “dry land” exercises which includ-
ed mandatory muscle stretching.

Klochkova began swimming at age 7, not 
certain she would be good at it because 
both parents were track and field stars. At 
first she seriously pursued gymnastics and 
synchronized swimming. At age 8 she 
kicked it up a notch and by age 11 she com-
mitted to the sport. She made the cut for 
Junior Nationals at 13, began a daily train-
ing regimen and started doing well in com-
petitions within a couple of years. Her mid-
teens saw her competing internationally 
and a major breakthrough occurred in 
early 1998 when she won a silver medal in 
the 400-meter individual medley at the 
World Championships. A year later she 
won both individual medleys and placed 
third in the 400-meter freestyle at the 
European Championships.

By 2000, 18-year-old Klochkova had 
achieved the young amateur’s ultimate 
goal: she qualified and made the Ukrainian 
Olympic Team.

At the 2000 Summer Olympics in 
Sydney, Australia, Klochkova won the gold 
medal and broke the world record in the 
400-meter individual medley in a time of 
4:33.59 seconds. In addition, she won gold 
and broke another Olympic record in the 
200-meter medley with a time of 2:10.68 
seconds. She further won a silver medal in 
the 800-meter freestyle with a time of 
8:22.66 seconds.

Not resting on her laurels at the 2000 
Olympics, a determined Klochkova set out 

to achieve more, embarking on four more 
years of intense swimming and dry land 
training, culminating in qualifying and 
making Team Ukraine again in 2004. She 
proceeded to once again win gold in the 
200-meter individual medley with a time of 
2:11.14 seconds and the 400-meter medley 
in a time of 4:34.83 seconds.

A question-and-answer session covering 
training, proper nourishment and fun facts 
about life was followed by swimming exer-
cises and drills with visiting instructor 
Kloch kova. The Olympian shared her past 
regimen, which included practice twice 
daily with two to three hours per practice 
and eight to 10 hours of sleep each night. A 
good night’s sleep guarantees improved 
performance in and out of the pool. It helps 

to be passionate about your sport, set real-
istically attainable goals and stick to those 
goals. Achieving one’s goals will never hap-
pen without properly taking care of one’s 
physical self, Klochkova said.

Klochkova stressed that proper focus is 
paramount. Athletes should focus on the big 
picture, but also on the little things because 
everything counts. The mental part of the 
training is of equal importance – always 
believe in yourself – psychological prepara-
tion is another big factor, Klochkova said.  A 
superior athlete must have tons of confi-
dence in his/her ability to win. One should 
do everything in their power to be their 
very best. Along the way there will be pain, 

Gymnast Lilia Podkopayeva poses with 
medals from the 1996 Atlanta Summer 

Olympics.

Facebook.com/Lilia.Podkopayeva
Swimmer Yana Klochkova with her med-
als from the 2004 Athens Summer 

Olympics.

Facebook.com/Klochkova1

(Continued on page 15)

(Continued on page 15)

Olena Kostevych and Oleh Omlechuk celebrate their bronze medal in 
mixed pairs 10-meter air pistol.

Judoka Daria Bilodid (48 kg) won bronze after 
defeating Shira Rishony of Israel.

noc-ukr.org

Ukrainian Fencer Igor Reizlin won the 
bronze medal in the men’s individual 

épée.
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August 2-4 Wreath making with fresh and dried flowers, Music and 
Jewett, NY Art Center of Greene County, 518-263-4670 or 
 www.grazhdamusicandart.org

August 2-5 Ukrainian embroidery workshop with Lubow Wolynetz, 
Jewett, NY Music and Art Center of Greene County, 518-263-4670 or 
 Melanieserbay@yahoo.com

August 3, 5, 10, 12 Youth Summer Soccer Skills Clinic, Ukrainian Athletic 
Hanover, NJ Educational Association Chornomorska Sitch, Allegro 
 School, www.sitchsports.com/program-registration or
 SitchYouthSoccer@gmail.com

August 7 Folk singing children’s recital, Music and Art Center of 
Jewett, NY Greene County, www.Grazhdamusicandart.org

August 14 Virtual concert from Lviv, with violinist Solomia Soroka
Jewett, NY and pianist Arthur Greene, performing works by 
 Berezovsky, Skoryk, Stankovych and Chopin, Music and 
 Art Center of Greene County, www.grazhdamusicandart.org

August 21 Ukrainian Village Independence Day Parade, City of 
Parma, OH Parma, Ukrainian Organizations of Ohio and Ukrainian 
 Village Committee, https://ukrainianvillageparma.org 
 (Parade route is along State Road)

August 21-22 Ukrainian Festival, Ukrainian Homestead, 
Lehighton, PA oseliaodwu@gmail.com or 610-377-6561

August 22 Ukrainian Independence Day celebration program and
The Colony, TX lunch, St. Sophia Ukrainian Catholic Church, www.uast.org
 or daria1215@veerizon.net

August 24 30th anniversary Ukrainian Independence Day 
Philadelphia celebration, Honorary Consulate of Ukraine in Philadelphia, 
 Ukrainian Federation of America, 215-364-1200 or 
 info@UAConsulPhila.org

August 24 Annual celebration of Ukraine’s Independence Day, with 
Jenkintown/  flag-raising ceremony at Philadelphia City Hall, evening 
Philadelphia program at the Ukrainian Educational and Cultural Center, 
 www.uecc-phila.org

August 26 Exhibit and presentation with Lesia Kluchynska,  
through “A Radically Different World: Video Works by Contemporary 
September 21 Artists Based in Ukraine,” Ukrainian Institute of America,
New York www.ukrainianinstitute.org or 212-288-8660

August 27 Presentation by Andrew Oleksiuk, “Postmarked Through 
Chicago History: Discover the History of Ukraine Through the
 Visuals on Stamps,” Ukrainian Institute of Modern Art, 
 www.uima-chicago.org or 773-227-5522

August 28 Season closing concert and fundraiser, featuring mezzo 
Jewett, NY soprano Vira Slywotzky and pianist David Sytkowski,
 performing works by Copland, Stepovyi Weill, Verdi and
 Sonevytsky, Music and Art Center of Greene County, 
 www.grazhdamusicandart.org

August 28 30th anniversary of Ukraine’s independence, with divine 
Naples, FL liturgy and reception, Ukrainian National Women’s League
 of America (Branch 136), St. John Neumann Catholic High 
 School, 239-592-5707 or 480-235-4563

August 28-29 Ukrainian Food and Culture Festival, St. Michael the 
Jenkintown, PA Archangel Ukrainian Catholic Church, https://mykhailivka.org 
 or 215-576-5827

August 29 Ukrainian Parade, celebrating the 30th anniversary of 
Chicago renewed independence, Ukrainian Congress Committee of 
 Ukraine’s America-Illinois Division, https://uccaillinois.org 
 or ucca-ilexecutiveboard@uccaillinois.org (Parade route on
 Michigan Avenue)

September 10-12 2021 Zustrich (meeting), Ukrainian Philatelic and 
Lehighton, PA Numismatic Society, Ukrainian Homestead, 
 www.ukrainianhomestead.com or 215-740-1609

Entries in “Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to events 
advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome submissions 
from all our readers. Items will be published at the discretion of the editors 
and as space allows. Please send e-mail to mdubas@ukrweekly.com.

sacrifice and disappointment. A belief in 
one’s self, 100 percent ultimate effort and a 
trust in one’s self should result in success.

For gold-medalist Klochkova, the above 
was without a doubt a personal winning 
formula.

Her career totals included 33 gold med-
als, 10 silver medals and four bronze med-
als in eight years of major international 
championship competitions.

Podkopayeva a hall of famer

Ukrainian Lilia Podkopayeva possessed 
phenomenal gymnastics talent that won 
her the 1995 World and 1996 Olympic all-
around titles, but her modesty and person-
al benevolence earned her admiration 
worldwide.

Throughout the history of gymnastics, 
certain champions have managed to rise 
above their athletic fame to emerge as 
character role models. Podkopayeva’s mus-
cular, compact physique belied her innate 
qualities, which made each of her routines 
exquisite from start to finish. The Donetsk 
native emerged as a world star in the early 
1990s, soon after the dissolution of the 
Soviet Union meant that Ukraine would 
compete as an independent nation.

Podkopayeva won the all-around gold 
medal at the 1995 World Championships in 
Sabae, Japan. Her final score was 39.248 in 
event finals – first on vault (9.781), second 
on uneven bars (9.837), second on balance 
beam (9.837) and seventh on floor. One 
year later, she captured gold medals in the 
all-around and floor exercise at the 1996 
Atlanta Olympic Games. Her final score was 
39.205 in event finals – first on uneven 

bars (9.825), first on floor (9.862) and 
third on balance beam (9.756). She won a 
second gold medal in the floor exercise 
final and a silver on the beam – becoming 
the only female gymnast since Nadia 
Comaneci to win an individual event gold 
after winning the all-around title in the 
same Olympics. Podkopayeva’s back-to-
back world championship and Olympic vic-
tories were the first for a woman in the 
sport since Russian-born Ludmilla 
Tourischeva (who coached Podkopayeva) 
accomplished the feat over two decades 
earlier. (Tourischeva is a Ukrainian citizen, 
who resides in Kyiv.)

Podkopayeva’s career totals included 21 
medals in major international champion-
ships: nine gold medals, five silvers and 
seven bronze medals in combined individ-
ual (17) and team competitions (four) in 
three-plus years as an artistic gymnast.

Following her retirement from competi-
tion, she coached in Florida before return-
ing home to Ukraine. She is a bona fide 
celebrity in her homeland where she uses 
her high profile for the advancement of 
several humanitarian causes. She has been 
a regional government official, a United 
Nations Goodwill Ambassador and an 
Ambassador of the Council of Europe for 
Sport, Tolerance and Fair Play, helped 
establish and manage the Healthy 
Generation foundation, has organized vari-
ety shows in Kyiv to benefit children and 
often returns to the United States as a guest 
coach at summer camps.

In 2008 Podkopayeva was inducted into 
the Gymnastics Hall of Fame. She was 
inducted into the Ukrainian Sports Hall of 
Fame in 2017.

Ihor Stelmach may be reached at iman@
sfgsports.com.

(Continued from page 14)

Remembering...

Serhiy Frolov, also reached the finals of the 
800-meter freestyle.

In shooting, a pair of Ukrainian Olym-
pians came so close to medaling: Kostevych 
placed fourth in the women’s 10-meter air 
pistol as did Pavlo Korostylov, who took 
fourth in men’s 10-meter air pistol. In 
weightlifting, Kamila Konotop finished fifth 
in the women’s 55-kg event and in judo 
Artem Lesiuk was seventh in the 60-kg 
competition. In canoe slalom competition 
Viktoriia Us finished eighth overall in the 
women’s K-1.

Ukraine performed very well in tennis 
with fourth-seeded Elina Svitolina playing 
her way into the semifinal (one win away 
from a guaranteed medal), while the dou-
bles team of Lyudmyla and Nadiia Kiche-
nok made it to the quarterfinal before los-
ing to Veronika Kudermetova and Elena 
Vesnina of the Russian Olympic Committee.

Oleksiak wins two medals,  
sets Canadian record

Celebrated Canadian Olympian Penny 
Oleksiak won a silver medal in the women’s 
4x100-meter freestyle relay on July 24. 
When Oleksiak dove in to swim the final 
100 meters, she was behind rival Simone 
Manuel but managed to overtake Manuel in 
the last touch for second place to win 
Canada’s first medal at the 2020 Summer 
Olympic Games. This was her fifth Olympic 
medal, having won four in 2016 at Rio (two 
individual and two relay: a gold, silver and 
two bronze). Oleksiak went on to win her 
second medal at the Tokyo Olympics and 
sixth of her career, taking bronze in the 
women’s 200-meter freestyle swim on July 

28. The medal made her the most decorat-
ed Canadian athlete to ever compete at the 
Summer Games and tied her for most deco-
rated Canadian in any Olympics.

Ukraine a fashion favorite  
at opening ceremonies

Ukraine was mentioned among the 23 
best-dressed countries during the 2020 
Olympics opening ceremony in Tokyo on 
July 23, as per several major media outlets. 
Yahoo Sports stated that Ukraine’s delega-
tion, featuring 161 athletes/staff (and 161 
fanny packs to go along with them), was 
the country with the best accessory of the 
Summer Games. The delegation wore tri-
colored t-shirts, light blue shorts, an 
optional very light blue windbreaker and 
yellow or white athletic shoes.

In an effort to promote gender equality, 
the International Olympic Committee gave 
every participating country the option to 
allow two flag bearers at the opening cere-
mony’s traditional parade of nations. Flag 
bearers for Ukraine were Kostevych (shoot-
ing) and Bohdan Nikishyn (fencing), two 
veteran Olympians.

The 37-year-old Kostevych won a gold 
medal in the 10-meter air pistol event back 
at the 2004 Olympics in Athens. She won 
two bronze medals in the 2012 London 
Olympics (10-meter and 25-meter air pis-
tol) and is a multiple World Championship 
and a Universiade champion. Kostevych 
won her first shooting event at age 17.

The 41-year-old Nikishyn is a right-hand-
ed épée fencer who took up the sport at the 
age of 10. At 18 he won a team silver at the 
1998 Junior Worlds. He was a 2015 team 
World Champion, is a three-time Olympian, 
and has won five World Championship 
medals (four team) and seven European 
Championship medals (five team).

(Continued from page 14)

Ukraine wins...
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