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Ukraine plans lavish celebrations to mark the country’s 
30th anniversary of renewed independence

by Mark Raczkiewycz

KYIV – Ukraine will hold more than 150 events nationwide to 
celebrate this year’s 30th Independence Day that will culminate 
on August 24. Worth millions of dollars in preparation, most of 
the work going into the organization of the events will bypass 
the nation’s much lauded Prozorro public procurement platform. 

The presidential office said the festivities will go from August 
22-24, and will be united by the slogan “You are my only one.”  
That slogan “symbolizes the vision of Ukraine’s independence as 
a dream that many generations of Ukrainians have sought to 
achieve,” the presidential office said.

In total, “about 30 delegations of countries and international 
organizations are expected” to attend the celebrations, the presi-
dential statement reads.

At a weekly forum held during the past week, President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy said the holiday is “not just a big parade, a 
big concert [and] a big salute.”

 “It is an opportunity to understand what we have learned 
over the years of independence and what we must learn to never 
lose it,” Mr. Zelenskyy said.

The military parade along Kyiv’s main thoroughfare of 

by Roman Tymotsko

LVIV – Detectives from the National 
Anti corruption Bureau of Ukraine (NABU) 
on August 3 said they detained former Kyiv 
Dnipro District Judge Mykola Chaus after 
the Security Service of Ukraine (SBU) 
alleged that the fugitive justice, whose 
whereabouts had previously been 
unknown, contacted them from a village in 
the west of the country.

Mr. Chaus was placed under 24-hour 
house arrest by NABU officials on August 4.  
They fitted him with an electronic tracking 
device to keep tabs on the judge, who pre-
viously fled to Moldova in an attempt to 
evade justice in Ukraine.

NABU officials asked that the High Anti-
Corruption Court of Ukraine place Mr. 
Chaus into custody, but Judge Volodymyr 
Voronko denied the request.

The whereabouts of the fugitive former 
justice were unknown from April until July 
30.

Mr. Chaus, who is suspected of taking a 
$150,000 bribe in 2016, was detained in 
Moldova on March 1, 2017, where he 
unsuccessfully applied for political asylum.

Following his disappearance from 

Ukraine, Mr. Chaus was subsequently 
stripped by parliament of prosecutorial 
immunity and the High Council of Justice 
disrobed him in October 2017.

Moldovan officials claimed Mr. Chaus 
was abducted outside a gym in April and 
taken back across the border into Ukraine, 
Moldovan Interior Minister Pavel Voicu 
said on April 5.  NABU officials declined to 

Ukraine’s law enforcement agencies clash  
as fugitive former judge Chaus is detained

(Continued on page 6)

by Mark Raczkiewycz

KYIV – Ukraine’s capital bore witness to 
a chilling death on August 3 when an exiled 
Belarusian activist was found hanged in a 
park near his residence where he went for 
morning jogs. 

Vital Shyshou, 26, had headed the 
Belarusian House in Ukraine (BDU) that 
provides legal, housing and employment 
assistance to other exiles like himself, who 
have fled their country to escape the des-
potic rule of self-proclaimed Belarusian 
leader Alyaksandr Lukashenka. 

His death, which police are investigating 
as either “suicide disguised as death or sui-
cide,” sent shockwaves throughout 
Ukraine’s Belarusian exile community. 
Ukraine is a favored destination for 
Belarusian citizens seeking refuge, espe-
cially among the country’s 70,000 informa-
tion technology specialists. 

A subsequent medical forensic examina-
tion found that Mr. Shysou had lacerations 
on his nose, lip and on one knee “consistent 
with someone falling face forward,” either 
by “falling or being pushed,” said National 
Police chief Ihor Klymenko at a briefing in 
the afternoon on August 3.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy announced that the inquiry into 
the activist’s death has been taken under 
his personal control. Meanwhile, Foreign 
Affairs Minister Dmytro Kuleba tweeted 
that “Ukraine will do everything possible to 
fully investigate the case: it is of [the] 
utmost importance for us to reveal the 
truth about his tragic death.”

A vigil that took place on the evening of 
the activist’s death at the Belarusian 
Embassy in Kyiv drew dozens of demon-
strators, most of whom were Belarusians. 

Fellow BDU activist Yury Shchucho, who 
found his colleague’s hanged body, told 
local reporters that “hit squads” from 
Belarus’s security service have been sent to 
Ukraine to “liquidate” dissidents who 
oppose Mr. Lukashenka’s 27-year-old 
authoritarian grip on the country that 
neighbors Ukraine to the northwest. 

He cited knowledge from “informal and 
formal channels…including the SBU [the 
Security Service of Ukraine] who’ve told me 
that they” want to assassinate Belarusian 
nationals living abroad who oppose the 
dictator’s rule. 

The exile help group was officially estab-
lished in December, according to registrar 
data, and the SBU banned its co-founder, 
Rodion Batulin, from entering Ukraine as of 
July 23 over national security concerns. 

Another member of the group from its 
outset is an alleged neo-Nazi who is from 
Russia but was raised in Belarus: Serhiy 
Korotkykh. He is a naturalized Ukrainian 
citizen who fought in the war in eastern 
Ukraine against Russian-armed formations. 
He joined the volunteer battalion Azov in 
April 2014 and led a reconnaissance unit. 

Leader of Belarusian group helping exiles  
in Ukraine found dead, ‘hanged’ in a Kyiv park

(Continued on page 3)

Belarusian House head Vital Shyshou 
was found “hung” in a park near his 

home in Kyiv on August 3.

Detectives from the National Anticorrup
tion Bureau of Ukraine (NABU) on 
August 3 detained former judge Mykola 

Chaus, accusing him of corruption.
Belarusian Home in Ukraine via Telegram

Marian Kushnir, RadioSvoboda.org via RFE/RL

An interactive map, posted online, shows the location of cele
bratory events that will take place to mark the 30th anniver

sary of Ukraine’s renewed independence.

Ministry of Culture of Ukraine

More than 150 nationwide events are planned, though most will bypass Prozorro

(Continued on page 5)
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Announcer calls Ukrainian medalists ‘Russian’

The organizers of the Tokyo Olympics 
have apologized after an announcer mis-
identified Ukraine’s artistic swimming 
medalists as being Russian. The Ukrainian 
pair of Marta Fedina and Anastasiya 
Savchuk won bronze in their duet free rou-
tine event on August 4, finishing behind 
pairs from the Russian Olympic Committee 
(ROC) and China. However, Fedina and 
Savchuk were named as ROC competitors 
by a French-language announcer, causing 
embarrassment for the organizers. “It was 
purely an operational mistake,” organizing 
committee spokesman Masa Tanaka said of 
the error on August 4 at the Olympic pool. 
The mistake is sensitive because of years-
long diplomatic tensions between Ukraine 
and Russia. The Ukrainian region of Crimea 
was forcibly annexed by Russia in 2014. 
Fighting between Ukrainian government 
forces and Russia-backed separatists con-
tinues in eastern Ukraine near the shared 
b o rd e r  b e t we e n  t h e  c o u n t r i e s . 
Announcements at Olympic venues are typ-
ically done in Japanese, English and French. 
At this year’s Euro 2020 tournament, an 
outline of Ukraine’s national border, includ-
ing Crimea, was woven into the national 
football team’s jersey. Russian football offi-
cials complained to UEFA, which allowed 
the map outline to stay while asking for a 
slogan to be removed from inside the collar 
of the jersey. UEFA rules have prevented 
Ukrainian and Russian national and club 
teams from being drawn to play against 
each other for security reasons since 2014. 
During the Olympic opening ceremony on 
July 23, a Russian TV network cut to com-
mercials just before the Ukrainian athletes 
entered behind their national flag. The 
broadcast returned after the Ukrainian 
team had passed. (RFE/RL, based on 
reporting by AP and dpa)

Man threatens to blow up government building

Police in Ukraine have arrested a man 
after an hours-long standoff that began 
when the suspect entered the building that 
houses the national government in Kyiv 
with “an object that resembled an explosive 
device” and threatened to detonate it. The 
chief of the Ukrainian National Police, Ihor 

Klymenko, identified the suspect as a veter-
an of the war against Russia-backed sepa-
ratists in Ukraine’s east. He said the suspect 
had been wounded twice in that fighting, 
including suffering a head injury. Mr. 
Klymenko said an investigation was under 
way and the man’s motives were still 
unclear. Special police forces were called to 
the scene around 10 a.m. on August 4 after 
“an unknown man entered the building of 
the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine, took 
out an object looking like an explosive 
device from his pocket, and threatened to 
detonate it,” police said. Mr. Klymenko said 
the suspect threatened two security guards 
and a government administration employ-
ee. (RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service)

Russian court convicts Ukrainian

A court in central Russia has sentenced a 
Ukrainian citizen to more than three years 
in prison after convicting him of trying to 
smuggle parts from a Russian missile sys-
tem to Ukraine. Ukraine is fighting a seven-
year war against Russia-backed separatists 
and Russia’s Federal Security Service (FSB) 
alleged on August 2 that the man has “links 
to the Security Service of Ukraine.” Russian 
media reports about the conviction, by the 
Yoshkar-Ola City Court in the Volga region’s 
Republic of Mari El, did not disclose the 
man’s identity. A court in the southwestern 
Russian city of Rostov-on-Don last week 
sentenced a Russian and an Armenian to 
between 9 1/2 and 10 1/2 years in prison 
after finding them guilty of trying to smug-
gle parts of a S-300 missile system to 
Ukraine. Russia has arrested and convicted 
multiple Ukrainian and Russian citizens on 
charges of spying for Ukraine or providing 
Kyiv with classified information. Relations 
between Moscow and Kyiv have been tense 
since 2014, when Russia forcibly seized 
Ukraine’s Crimean Peninsula and armed 
Russia-backed separatists ignited a conflict 
in eastern Ukraine that has left more than 
13,200 people dead. (RFE/RL, based on 
reporting by TASS and Interfax)

Belarusian athletes spurn homeland

Belarusian heptathlete Yana Maksimava 
says she and her Olympic-medalist hus-

(Continued on page 10)
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by Bohdan Nahaylo

As Ukraine prepares to celebrate the 
30th anniversary of its renewed indepen-
dence on August 24, Russian President 
Vladimir Putin’s Russia is making no secret 
of its open hostility toward and frustration 
with Ukraine. And at the same time, recent 
collusion between Berlin and Washington 
have added to Kyiv’s sense of discomfort 
and unease.

The question at the back of many minds 
is what response will come from Russia’s 
strongman, Mr. Putin. The bets range from 
new, outright military actions against 
Ukraine in the weeks to come, to more 
camouflaged, but no less sinister, forms of 
hybrid warfare.

Ukraine has held firm, both on the east-
ern front and on the diplomatic one.  It has 
not given way in either sphere, and this 
inevitably exasperates the Kremlin.  Under 
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, despite 
what some expected and others were mis-
led to believe, Ukraine has given no indica-
tion that it will capitulate, that is to say that 
it will not accept peace on Moscow’s terms.  

In recent weeks Mr. Zelenskyy has not 
refrained from voicing bluntly Kyiv’s con-
cerns and clarifying its goals to his U.S. and 
European partners,  most notably 
Washington, and especially Berlin.  

On the other hand, the signals from 
Ukraine’s Western supporters have been 
somewhat mixed. Many of the eastern and 
central European states have emphasized 
their solidarity with Ukraine, as, in differ-
ent ways, have Britain, Ireland and Sweden.  

In mid-July, some 5,000 soldiers, 30 
ships and 40 aircraft from 32 countries 
took part in Sea Breeze 2021, a nearly two-
week multinational naval exercise in the 
Black Sea. The Bulgarian-led maritime 
exercise involved forces from NATO allies 
and partners.

Yet in recent weeks Kyiv has been 
reminded that NATO members are still not 
united on accepting it as a member, and 
there is no definite timeframe for Ukraine’s 
integration into both NATO and the 
European Union. 

More worrying was that on July 21 
Germany and the U.S. concluded a deal 
without Ukraine, giving the green light to 
the completion and exploitation of the con-
troversial Russo-German gas pipeline, Nord 
Stream 2. The latest indications, as report-
ed by Bloomberg, are that Berlin has essen-
tially duped Washington into accepting at 
face value its pledges not to allow Moscow 
to use Nord Stream 2 as a weapon against 
Ukraine.  

Yes, Mr. Zelenskyy has been invited by 
U.S. President Joe Biden to Washington on 
August 30, and perhaps some of the dam-
age can be undone. But this will depend on 
the strategy that Mr. Biden and his team 
will adopt in light of the new China factor 
and pressing domestic priorities.

In the meantime, preparations for inde-
pendence celebrations are well advanced, 
which only irks the Kremlin.  Numerous 
foreign states are sending their representa-
tives to Kyiv for the festivities, though per-
haps somewhat disappointingly not all will 
send their highest-level officials.

On the eve of the celebrations, Kyiv will 
host the Crimean Platform, an initiative 
designed to focus attention on the illegality 
of Russia’s occupation of Crimea, and on 
what strategies should be developed to 
return the peninsula to Ukraine.

Amid all of the news, Ukraine has dem-
onstrated resilience, strength and pride, 
which is not what Mr. Putin wants the 
world and his own public to see.  Only last 
month, he published a typically chauvinis-
tic and scurrilous prescriptive article pre-
pared for him by his ideological scribes. In 
it, he denied that Ukrainians make up a 
nation distinct from Russia, with their own 
right to self-determination and indepen-
dence.  He blamed Ukraine’s existence and 
the self-identification of Ukrainians as such 
on Western “anti-Russian” scheming.

Few have noticed that Mr. Putin has 
regressed to tsarist imperial precepts. He 
has in effect discarded the “international-
ist” camouflage used for most of the Soviet 
era to justify Russian domination over the 
non-Russian peoples of the Soviet empire 
and much of Eastern Europe.  

Mr. Putin’s hero is in fact not even Stalin, 
but the White Army (anti-Bolshevik) com-
mander loyal to the old Russian tsarist 
imperial order – Anton Denikin, who in 
1918-1920 fought under the slogan of 
“Russia, one and indivisible.” He was as 
much an anti-Ukrainian as he was an anti-
Semite.

Today, Russia’s would-be latter-day 
Denikin is telling Ukraine once again that 
for Russian imperialists it has no right to 
exist other than as a quaint region of 
Russia, docile and subordinate – culturally, 
economically and politically.   

Of course, at this stage, three decades on, 
Mr. Putin realizes that Ukraine is lost for 
Russia, though he seemingly lacks the guts 
to acknowledge that his crude aggression 
against it only finalized the process. 

His main aim is to block Ukraine’s inte-
gration into Euro-Atlantic structures and 
exploit its internal vulnerabilities in order 
to keep it suspended between East and 
West.  The pathetic “historical opus” was 
therefore probably aimed at a gullible 
Western audience, to try yet again to con-
vince them that Ukraine is Russia’s internal 
backyard and that they should “stay out.”

This is why Mr. Putin has preferred to 
ensure that the war in eastern Ukraine 
remains a “frozen conflict,” leaving it to the 
mediators from Berlin and Paris to pro-
mote “Steinmeier” and other formulas that 
propose peace on Moscow’s terms, for they 
have bought his line that Russia is not a 
party to the conflict but a mere peace-bro-
ker.

Nevertheless, the Russian strongman 
has signaled quite clearly in his diatribe 
against Ukrainians that, given Kyiv’s reso-
luteness, his patience is also limited. Having 
already given over 600,000 Russian pass-
ports to the remaining population in the 
ethnically cleansed Russian occupied areas 
of eastern Ukraine, Mr. Putin is now declar-
ing that Kyiv is not interested in retrieving 
these territories and arguing that their 
inhabitants will never accept a pro-Western 
orientation.

The implication, therefore, is that his 
local proxies will finally be successful in 
appealing to Moscow to incorporate them 
into Russia as soon as he considers it to be 
the right time. 

Given the size of Russia’s military forces 
deployed on Ukraine’s eastern and south-
ern borders, new armed aggression is also 
a possible option for Mr. Putin. Moreover, 
with the beleaguered Belarusian dictator, 
Alyaksandr Lukashenka, desperate to 

Putin fumes as Ukraine prepares to celebrate  
the 30th anniversary of its renewed independence

(Continued on page 3)
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 FOR THE RECORD

U.S. Sen. Bob Menendez (D-N.J.), chair-
man of the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee, and counterparts from Estonia, 
the Czech Republic, Ireland, Latvia, Poland, 
Ukraine, the United Kingdom and Lithuania 
issued a revised joint statement on August 2 
in opposition to the recent agreement 
between the United States and Germany to 
allow completion of the Nord Stream 2 
pipeline.

We, the chairs of foreign affairs com-
mittees of our respective national parlia-
ments, continue to oppose the Nord 
Stream 2 pipeline project and with regret 
note the recent decision of the United 
States and Germany on Nord Stream 2, 
which entails resuming completion of the 
pipeline. 

We consider Nord Stream 2 a geopoliti-
cal project geared towards expanding 
Russia’s influence on Europe by dominat-
ing the energy market. The completion of 
the pipeline will strengthen the impact of 
Russian gas in the European energy mix, 
endanger the national security of EU 
[European Union] member states and the 
United States, and threaten the already 
precarious security and sovereignty of 
Ukraine. 

Moreover, the completion of NS2 will 
give Russia yet another tool to pressure 
and blackmail Ukraine. It continues to face 
Russia’s brutal aggression and military 
occupation of its territories because of its 
pro-European choice. As a result, over 

14,000 Ukrainians have died, and every 
week more Ukrainian soldiers give their 
lives to protect their homeland and [all of] 
Europe. The EU and the United States 
must work together to increase sanctions 
pressure on the Kremlin to counter 
aggression in Ukraine.

The likely repercussion of the comple-
tion and operation of Nord Stream 2 is to 
undermine the development of a single, 
liberalized and open European market by 
consolidating sources of supply in the 
Nord Stream 2 system and deterring 
investment in alternatives. We expect a 
clear commitment from Germany to 
reduce dependency on gas imported from 
Russia and move towards green energy. 
We presume that Germany will handle its 
responsibility towards these goals with 
the utmost dedication. We need to make a 
collective commitment to increase sup-
port to the security and defense capabili-
ties of Ukraine in order to prevent a deep-
ening of the current security crisis, exacer-
bated by the threats created by Nord 
Stream 2. 

In the changing security environment 
in the region, we call for commitments 
from NATO to strengthen deterrence, 
especially on the eastern flank from the 
Baltic Sea to the Black Sea. We also need to 
commit to delivering a road map for 
Ukraine’s path towards joining the NATO 
alliance, if Ukraine makes the necessary 

Sen. Menendez, chairs of European foreign affairs  
committees issue joint statement opposing Nord Stream 2

The following statement was released on 
August 3 by Ukrainian Americans for Biden. 
It was signed by members of the Ukrainian 
Americans for Biden Steering Committee, 
among them: Chrystia Balko Slywotzky, 
Orest Deycha kiwsky, Marta Farion, Andrew 
Fedynsky, Irene Jarosewich, Khristina Lew, 
Ulana Mazurkevich, Adrian Slywotzky, Mark 
N.V. Temnycky, Halyna Traversa and Tania 
Vitvitsky.

Established under the Democratic Natio-
nal Committee’s National Democra tic 
Ethnic Coordinating Council, Ukrainian 
Americans for Biden (UAB) is proud to 
have belonged to the coalition that elected 
President Joe Biden and Vice President 
Kamala Harris to The White House. In 
December 2020, UAB provided the Biden 
Administration with a comprehensive set 
of policy recommendations regarding U.S.-
Ukraine relations. With the recent announ-
cement of the Biden-Zelenskyy summit to 
be held in Washington, D.C., on August 30, 
UAB again emphasizes the importance of 
certain recommendations.

The announcement that the United 
States will not oppose the completion of 

the Nord Stream 2 pipeline is deeply disap-
pointing. The pipeline completion is not 
only a bad deal for Ukraine, but also for all 
of Europe. This decision should be 
reviewed since certain measures can still 
be enacted to ensure that NS2 does not 
become operational.

While the United States and Germany 
offered economic provisions to Central and 
Eastern European countries to compensate 
for the projected drop in transit revenue, 
national security matters were not substan-
tially addressed. Fundament ally, NS2 is not 
an issue of increased energy supply to 
Europe, but one of increased threats to 
Ukraine’s national security. Robust support 
for Ukraine’s security as an independent 
nation within the 1991 borders is of vital 
interest to both Europe and the United 
States. The United States can best help by 
further assisting Ukraine in developing a 
comprehensive NATO-compatible security 
infrastructure over the longer term, and in 
the short term, expand defense cooperation 
and substantially increase military and 
security assistance in all forms to help 

UAB issues statement urging renewed 
White House commitment on Ukraine

(Continued on page 4)

He has since the hanging told local report-
ers that he opposes “autocratic regimes led 
by Lukashenka and [Russian President 
Vladimir] Putin” and wants to see both 
Ukraine and Belarus as “part of Europe.”

The U.S. State Department has labeled 
Azov as “a nationalist hate group” and in 
November 2014 the group was integrated 
into the National Guard overseen by the 
Internal Affairs Ministry. Its former leader, 
Kharkiv-native and ex-lawmaker Andriy 
Biletsky, currently heads an affiliated non-
profit organization and a political party 
called National Corps. 

Mr. Shyshou’s death immediately led to 
suspicions of foul play amid growing con-
cern that Belarusians abroad are under 
threat from the grasp of Mr. Lukashenka’s 
security apparatus.

The activist’s Belarusian partner, 
Bozhena Zholud, told reporters in Kyiv that 
her boyfriend’s death couldn’t have been an 
act of suicide because they “had plans for 
the future.”

“Vital had no parents or family – they all 
died. He worked as a freelance IT specialist. 
There was no such thing as him complain-
ing that he was being watched. But lately, 
Vital has become more attentive – some-
times he looked at which cars approached, 
which of them came out…” she said.

His hanging coincided with a defection 
by a female Belarusian sprinter at the 
Summer Olympics being held in Tokyo, 
Japan. Krystsina Tsimanouskaya, 24, land-
ed “safely” in Warsaw on August 4 after a 
public feud with her country’s Olympic offi-
cials who she said “made it clear” that she 
should be punished upon returning home, 
the Associated Press reported.  

Her husband fled to Kyiv. He plans to 
rejoin his spouse in Poland. 

Following her dissent, another Belarusian 
athlete, heptathlete Yana Maksimava, said 
she and her Olympic-medalist husband 
have decided to stay in Germany with their 
child amid the decades-long crackdown on 
pro-democracy movements in Belarus.

In a social media post on August 3, Ms. 
Maksimava said in connection with 

Belarus’s worsening situation and interna-
tional isolation that “now one can lose not 
only his or her freedom, but life,” the BBC 
reported.

Last summer, Mr. Lukashenka claimed 
victory in a rigged presidential election that 
the west, including Ukraine, did not recog-
nize. Sanctions were subsequently imposed 
by Washington, the European Union and 
Kyiv over a severe clampdown on protests, 
police brutality and numerous human 
rights abuses. 

His main opponent, Svyatlana Tsikha-
nou skaya, who fled to neighboring 
EU-member Lithuania in August 2020 as a 
second night of protests assembled over the 
fraudulent election, has urged foreign gov-
ernments to impose stricter financial sanc-
tions on the Belarusian dictator’s regime. 

Opposition journalist Roman Protase-
vich was dragged off a commercial airliner 
on May 23 after Belarusian authorities 
forced the Greece-Lithuania flight to land 
in Minsk. 

Another fear of Belarusian and other for-
eign security services operating on 
Ukrainian soil is the death of Minsk-born 
journalist Pavel Sheremet, who died when 
an improvised explosive devise detonated 
and exploded in his vehicle on July 20, 2016. 

His murder is still unsolved, yet three 
Ukrainians – all with ties to the war in east-
ern Ukraine – have been labeled suspects 
and have been placed under restrictive 
detainment measures. 

The three suspects, Yana Duhar, Andriy 
Antonenko and Yulia Kuzmenko, all deny 
any involvement in the murder. 

Audio recordings from 2012 of former 
Belarusian KGB chief Vadzim Zaytsau 
revealed an alleged plot to kill critics of the 
self-proclaimed Belarusian president. They 
were verified by the Crime Lab for Audio 
and Video Documents in Saint Petersburg, 
Russia. 

Conversations also mention the slain 
journalist. 

“How to provoke a natural explosion...it is 
necessary to work on [Mr.] Sheremet, who 
[became a pain in the butt].... We will place 
some kind of input or something so that this 
rat’s f...ng...hands and legs could not be col-
lected,” Mr. Zaytsau says on the leaked tape, 
as cited by Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty.

(Continued from page 1)

Leader...

ingratiate himself with his Kremlin bene-
factor, there is also the possibility of rein-
forcing the military squeeze on Ukraine 
from the north. 

The joint Russian-Belarusian military 
exercise Zapad 2021 is scheduled for the 
week before the September elections in 
Russia and it provides a pretext for bring-
ing in more Russian soldier to Belarus.

But how realistic is this given the risks 
and costs involved? Mr. Putin and his 
entourage know that the Ukrainians will 
fight back and that any new aggression on 
Moscow’s part will generate even stricter 
penalties from the west.  Moreover, Belarus 
is not as secure as it seems on the surface 
because of the harsh repressive measures 
being employed there.

However, this is not 2014 when Mr. 
Putin managed to fool some that he was 
intervening in Ukraine to protect Russian 
language speakers.  Mr. Zelenskyy, a Jewish 
Ukrainian from a Russian-speaking, eastern 
Ukrainian background, represents an inclu-
sive and plural Ukrainian democratic 
nation.

Attention has recently focused more on 
the growing tension in the Black Sea.  The 
issue here is not only Crimea, but Russia’s 
control of the Kerch Strait and de-facto 
blockade of Ukraine’s southern ports on 
the Sea of Azov. Ukraine has been prepar-
ing for possible Russian incursions aimed 
at Mariupol, which, if successful, would give 
Mr. Putin a land corridor to Crimea.  This 
corridor could be extended toward the 
breakaway Russian-supported “Transnist-
ria Republic” to the west of Odesa, between 
Ukraine and Moldova. 

Ukraine’s preparations to resist Mr. 
Putin, coupled with a degree of Western 
support and a recently elected pro-Western 
president in Moldova, have probably damp-
ened any enthusiasm the Kremlin might 
have had for this option. And it has been 
reminded by the NATO exercise in the 
region that the Black Sea is also of vital con-
cern to Turkey, Romania, Bulgaria and oth-
ers.

There is one potential vulnerable strate-
gic Ukrainian asset in the Black Sea named 
Serpent Island, located off of the Danube 
Delta.  The island was once contested by 
Bucharest and Kyiv.  But even if seizing it 
might not be a big challenge for Russian 
forces, the likely political fallout from such 
a move should be a deterrent from it actu-
ally happening.

So, while not ruling out any of the previ-
ously mentioned moves, there are other, 
more likely moves that will come from 
Moscow during August when Ukrainians 
are focused on feeling pride and celebrat-
ing their independence.  Mr. Putin’s proxies 
could stage bomb hoaxes designed to dis-
rupt the celebrations, terrorist acts to sow 
insecurity or staged provocations designed 
to besmirch Ukraine and its leadership. But 
the country’s security services are aware of 
these possibilities and are on their guard.

Moscow knows that, with Nord Stream 2 
about to come online and the U.S.-German 
compromise still delicate, it is probably not 
prudent to exacerbate a situation which 
might be working in its favor.  Kyiv, on the 
other hand, hopes that the dignified cele-
bration of three decades of its indepen-
dence during difficult circumstances will 
remind its allies and partners that it 
deserves to be accepted as a full-fledged 
member of the democratic community of 
nations.

(Continued from page 2)

Putin fumes...

(Continued on page 5)
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The Ukrainian Weekly Press Fund: June 2021
Amount Name City State
$250.00 Estate of Anna Burij Ottawa ON
$240.00 Jarosewycz Peter Kansas City MO
$200.00 Hadzewycz Mark Basking Ridge NJ 
 Mulyk Jaroslava Morristown NJ
$110.00 Wesely Orest Stockton CA
$100.00 Bodnar Ulana Alexandria VA 
 Terech Luba Depew NY 
 Tomorug Maria Clark NJ
$65.00 Podryhula Oleh East Sandwich MA
$55.00 Ermler Michael Grosse Pointe MI 
 Newmerzhycky Natalie Englewood FL
$50.00 Czmola Bohdan Verona PA 
 Liteplo Paul Somers NY 
 Myskiw Peter Phoenix AZ 
 Nahnybida Symon Basking Ridge NJ 
 Odulak John New York NY 
 Skalsky Zdanna Gaithersburg MD 
 Smyk Andrew Livonia MI 
 Stecura John Middleburg Hts OH 
 Zahalak Marta Baltimore MD
$45.00 Sawchak George & Patricia Rydal PA
$40.00 Boyko Olena Urbanna VA

$30.00 Bratach Marlene Somerset NJ
$25.00 Bodnar-Cloherty Lidia South Boston MA 
 Kizyma Cathy Oxford MI 
 Kuryliw Ihor Weston ON 
 Polon Lavro Pittsford NY 
 Semczuk Roman & Mary Amsterdam NY 
 Turczeniuk Bohdan Elkins Park PA 
 Zetick Edward Huntingdon Vy PA
$20.00 Babanskyj Victor Watchung NJ 
 Baranowskyj George Osprey FL 
 Bilous Lidia & Orest Osprey FL 
 Bobak Oleh & Natalia Punta Gorda FL 
 Dach Stephen La Puente CA 
 Gnoj Olga Holliswood NY 
 Horodyskyj I Culpeper VA 
 Konrad Stephen Philadelphia PA 
	 Koshiw	Sophie	 Bloomfield	Hills	 MI 
 Kowerko O Chicago IL 
 Kramarenko Mary East Windsor NJ 
 Mizak Bohdan Philadelphia PA 
 Nebesny Michael & Stefana Clinton IN 
 Ockerby Renata Troy NY 
 Olijar Stephanie Parma OH 
 Procyk Roman Huntingdon Vy PA 

 Sikorskyj Lesia Union NJ 
 Stawnychy Yuri Kinnelon NJ 
 Sywyj Stephanie Parma OH 
 Szmagala Taras Bentleyville OH 
 Wasyliw Zenon Ithaca NY
$15.00 Bilynsky Roman Delta PA 
 Mandzy Eugene Montville NJ 
 Sawka Jaroslaw Sterling Heights MI 
 Zobniw Lubomyr Binghampton NY
$10.00	 Haftkowycz	Nadia	 Wethersfield	 CT 
 Kosowsky N River Grove IL 
 Kowalchyn Ted Scotch Plains NJ 
 Mazurkevich Ulana Philadelphia PA 
 Petrasz George Chicago IL 
 Sagasz Eugene Mt Pocono PA
 
TOTAL: $2,755.00

Sincere thanks to all contributors  
to The Ukrainian Weekly Press Fund. 
The Ukrainian Weekly Press Fund is the only 
fund dedicated exclusively to supporting  
the work of this publication.

reforms and meets NATO membership 
standards. To consolidate the transforma-
tion efforts of the Ukrainian government 
as well as democracy and human rights in 
the region, we call for a European Union 
membership perspective to be agreed 
upon for Ukraine.

We insist that any further agreements 
on Nord Stream 2 necessitate consulta-
tions across the transatlantic family. 
Moreover, such diplomacy should happen 
with the fundamental principle in mind – 
countering malign Russian aggression is 
in all of NATO’s, all EU members, and our 
partners in Central and Eastern Europe, 
vital national security interests.

The joint statement was signed by the 
following individuals:

Sen. Bob Menendez, chairman of the 
Foreign Relations Committee, United 
States Senate

Marek Kuchciński, chairman of the 
Foreign Affairs Committee, the Sejm of the 
Republic of Poland

Marko Mihkelson, chairman of the 
Foreign Affairs Committee, the Riigikogu 
of the Republic of Estonia

Bogdan Klich, chairman of the Foreign 
and European Union Affairs Committee, 
the Senate of the Republic of Poland

Ondřej Veselý, chairman of the Foreign 
Affairs Committee, the parliament of the 
Czech Republic

Oleksandr Merezhko, chairperson of 
the Committee on Foreign Policy and 
Interparliamentary Cooperation, the 
Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine

Pavel Fischer, chairman of the Foreign 
Affairs, Defense and Security committee, 
the Senate of the parliament of the Czech 
Republic

Tom Tugendhat, chairman of the 
Foreign Affairs Committee, the House of 
Commons of the United Kingdom

Charles Flanagan, chairman of the 
Foreign Affairs Committee, the House of 
Oireachtas of Ireland

Žygimantas Pavilionis, chairman of 
the Foreign Affairs Committee, the Seimas 
of the Republic of Lithuania

Rihards Kols, chairman of the Foreign 
Affairs Committee, the Saeima of the 
Republic of Latvia

(Continued from page 3)

Sen. Menendez...
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Khreshchatyk Street will feature more than 
5,000 soldiers, 100 aircraft and 400 
armored units, the Armed Forces of Ukraine 
said. 

On August 22, the award “National 
Legend of Ukraine” will be given for the 
first time. 

The award will be given to citizens who 
have “outstanding personal merits in the 
formation of an independent Ukraine,” or 
who have strengthened statehood, defend-
ed the fatherland and served the Ukrainian 
people, the presidential office said. 

Award recipients will also include those 
who have made a significant contribution 
to the development of the national econo-

my, science, education, culture, art, sports, 
healthcare, or who are active in charity and 
community activities.

The Culture Ministry also released an 
interactive map of all the Independence 
Day-related events taking place in each 
region.  That map was released on a newly 
created website, which can be found at 
https://ukraine30.mkip.gov.ua/.

The celebrations will coincide with the 
national Flag Day on August 23, which will 
also include the newly launched Crimean 
Platform, an international diplomatic initia-
tive designed to muster support to free 
Ukraine’s Crimean Peninsula from Russian 
occupation. 

On that day, Ukraine’s blue-and-yellow 
flag will be raised in the geographical cen-
ter of the country in Cherkasy Oblast with 
Mr. Zelenskyy in attendance. The flag will 

also adorn the facades of the parliamentary 
building, the National Opera house, the 
Palace of Ukraine, the Central Department 
Store on Khreshchatyk Street, as well as the 
Gulliver shopping center near the Palace of 
Sports in downtown Kyiv. 

Ukraine’s parliament, the Verkhovna 
Rada, will hold a solemn session on 
Independence Day, according to speaker 
Dmytro Razumkov. It will commence at 1 
p.m. on August 24. 

However, many of the preparations 
worth millions of dollars are exempt from a 
competitive bidding process on the govern-
ment’s Prozorro public procurement plat-
form, said Oleksiy Shalaisky, chief editor of 
Nashi Hroshi, a watchdog that monitors 
government orders. 

“This includes the renovation of the 
national conservatory in downtown Kyiv, a 

project worth some $10 million,” he told 
The Ukrainian Weekly. 

In early June, parliament adopted laws 
allowing for Independence Day orders to 
bypass the public procurement platform. 
Mr. Zelenskyy signed the law in late June. 
The government has argued that, since it 
usually takes two months for a bidding pro-
cess to be completed on Prozorro, a simpli-
fied tender procedure is necessary. 

Daria Kaleniuk, executive director of 
graft watchdog Anticorruption Action 
Center, said that under the administration 
of Mr. Zelenskyy, the Prozorro platform has 
been slowly circumvented. 

At its fifth anniversary this year, Prozorro 
head Vasyl Zadvornyy said the platform has 
saved taxpayers more than $7 billion by 
conducting transparent and competitive 
bids for public procurement projects.

(Continued from page 1)

Ukraine plans...

Ukraine more effectively counter Russian 
aggression.

Ukraine’s stated goal is to become a 
member of NATO. Russia understands that 
with a war on its territory, Ukraine will not 
be accepted into the alliance; therefore, 
Moscow has no incentive to end the war. 
The initiative to end the war must come 
from the West’s support of Ukraine, led by 
the United States. Furthermore, there can-
not be an agreement with Russia unless 
Ukraine is at the table. Ukraine, along with 
other Central and East European nations, 
must feel strengthened in its role as a mem-
ber of Western political, economic and secu-
rity alliances. There must be public recogni-
tion that even without being a member of 
NATO, Ukraine is actively defending NATO’s 
eastern and southern flanks.

In a broad effort to improve Ukraine’s 
national security, the United States and 
Germany should increase assistance to fur-
ther reform Ukraine’s energy system, 
increase energy efficiency, develop alternative 
and cleaner forms of energy, and help 
Ukraine reduce dependence on carbon-based 
energy sources. Development assistance 
should provide multi-year support that 
includes government aid, as well as incen-
tives for private investment, to build out long-
range energy infrastructure projects.

The United States must reiterate support 
for the robust implementation of the 
Countering America’s Adversaries through 
Sanctions Act (CAATSA) and other statutes 
that authorize sanctions on Russia for the 
illegal occupation of Crimea and Russia’s 
continued aggression in the eastern regions 
of Ukraine. The role of Ukraine as a frontline 
defender of Europe, the ever-rising number 
of unnecessary deaths, widespread human 
suffering, and the admirable success in 
resettling 1.5 million IDPs [internally dis-
placed persons] should be acknowledged 
through increased humanitarian assistance, 
with a specific focus on areas affected by 
Russia’s ongoing war in and against Ukraine.

For 30 years, the people of Ukraine have 
consistently chosen, and developed, a rela-
tively stable, pluralistic democracy with 
aspirations to integrate more closely with 
Europe and Western alliances. The govern-
ment and people of Ukraine must continue 
to be supported in efforts to combat sys-
temic corruption and oligarchic control. 
Reform of the judiciary and the reinforce-
ment of the rule of law must remain key pri-
orities. Both Congress and the Biden admin-
istration should offer solid incentives to 
secure these aspirations. For the people and 
governments of Ukraine, the United States 
and Europe, a stable, independent, prosper-
ous, democratic Ukraine, one free from 
Russia’s determination for empire, is and 
must continue to be the only goal.

(Continued from page 3)

UAB issues...
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The 2020 Summer Olympics will come to a close on August 8. While these Games 
will certainly be remembered as much for various displays of outstanding athleti-
cism and sportsmanship, they will also be remembered as the Games that were held 
under extremely difficult circumstances for athletes during the ongoing COVID-19 
pandemic.  The athletes, event organizers and indeed everyone associated with the 
2020 Summer Games should be commended for all that they have done to ensure 
this year’s Olympics, which were delayed from the previous year, took place.

For Ukraine’s athletes, these games have brought both celebration and disap-
pointment. As of August 5, Ukraine’s athletes have won a combined 13 medals: one 
gold, three silver and nine bronze. That medal count is already better than the total 
number of medals Ukraine won at the 2016 Games in Rio de Janeiro (11), but it’s 
still well below the totals Ukraine once garnered (19 in London in 2012, 22 in 
Beijing in 2008). And we should note that this year’s total medal count was achieved 
by a pool of 155 Ukrainian athletes, well below the numbers they had when they 
won more total medals (they had 203 athletes in 2016, 238 in 2012, and 243 in 
2008).  By all accounts, then, we believe Ukrainian athletes have exceeded expecta-
tions at these Games.

But if you wanted to find a shining Ukrainian star at these games, we suggest you 
look closely at Zhan Beleniuk, the reigning and two-time Greco-Roman wrestling 
world champion who on August 4 added to his already impressive accomplishments 
by winning Ukraine’s to date lone gold medal at these Olympics.  Oh, and by the way, 
not only is Beleniuk an Olympic gold medalist; he is also currently a member of 
Ukraine’s Verkhovna Rada.  As our sports correspondent, Ihor Stelmach, pointed out 
in a story in this issue of The Weekly, the 30-year-old Beleniuk, who is Ukraine’s first 
black member of parliament, celebrated his gold medal winning performance with a 
Ukrainian flag draped around him.

Beleniuk, whose father was a Rwandan pilot who died fighting in that country’s 
civil war, was raised by his mother, a Ukrainian dressmaker, in a single-room apart-
ment in Kyiv.  Despite encountering regular episodes of racism, Beleniuk is an 
unabashed Ukrainian patriot who in 2017 joined the Ukrainian army as a junior 
lieutenant.  He was offered positions on the Olympic teams of other nations, but he 
turned them all down, saying that he feels he belongs in and with Ukraine.  He is 
often photographed wearing traditional embroidered Ukrainian shirts and he cele-
brates his victories by performing parts of Ukraine’s traditional dance, the Hopak.

After Beleniuk won his Olympic gold medal, he embraced a Ukrainian flag 
brought to him by his coach.  “Now I’m an Olympic champion,” Beleniuk said.  “And 
that was my dream.”  Upon completing his participation in the Tokyo Games, he said 
previously that he would return to his home country, where “I will be 100 percent 
devoted to Ukrainian politics.”

“The main goal is to develop sports in Ukraine, the sports movement, so that our 
nation could be healthy, athletic and show good results in the international arena,” 
he said in an interview in 2019.  Kudos to you, Olympic champion Zhan Beleniuk!

The Ukrainian Weekly

Thirteen years ago, on August 10, 2008, Ukraine threatened to 
prevent Russian warships that moved to blockade Georgia’s 
Black Sea coastline from returning to their Crimean base in 
Sevastopol, Ukraine. The move came following the five-day war 
between Georgia and Russia (August 8-12) that saw Russian 
armed forces pry two regions – South Ossetia and Abkhazia – 

from Georgian control.
“[Ukraine] has the right, in accordance with international law and the law of Ukraine, to 

forbid ships and vessels that may take part in a conflict to return to the territory of 
Ukraine until the conflict is resolved,” Ukraine’s Foreign Affairs Ministry said.

President Viktor Yushchenko on August 13 – during an initial ceasefire between 
Georgia and Russia – signed a decree mandating that all Russian ships deployed from 
Sevastopol gain special permission to return to their base, according to the president’s 
website. Additionally, the Russian Black Sea Fleet was required to submit to the Ukrainian 
government a letter of intent 10 working days before its planned return.

Ukraine, the United States and the European Union issued statements of condemnation 
against Russia’s invasion of Georgia, but none of the aforementioned were prepared to 
support Georgia militarily. Russia, however, accused Ukraine of providing military assis-
tance to Georgia, while Ukraine’s Ministry of Defense stated that the arms sales to Georgia 
were in compliance with international laws and standards.

Many observers during the initial aftermath called Russia’s invasion of Georgia a lesson 
for Ukraine. Ukrainian Americans showed their support for Georgia by joining protest 
actions of hundreds of participants on August 9 at the United Nations headquarters in 
New York, on August 10 in Washington at the Georgian Embassy and at the Russian 
Embassy, and again on August 11 at the U.N. At the time, Ukrainians understood that if the 
international community remained silent in the face of Russian aggression toward 
Georgia, that Ukraine, specifically Crimea, could be the next target.

As a result of the five-day war, more than 400 Ukrainians had been transported back to 
Ukraine from Georgia, following advisories issued by Ukraine’s Foreign Affairs Ministry.

The Ukrainian Weekly’s editorial wrote: “What can the West do? Remove Russia from 
the Group of Eight, suspend the NATO-Russia Council, stop Russia’s entry into the World 
Trade Organization and not allow Russia to host the 2014 Winter Olympics. If Russia 
wants to be a major player in international organizations, it must abide by their rules. 
Also, the West must insist on real peacekeepers – an international force, not Russia’s mili-

Aug. 
10
2008

Turning the pages back...

(Continued on page 10)

Tokyo 2020 comment on the matter at that time.
Mr. Chaus’s lawyer, Iulian Balan, said 

previously that the former justice is inno-
cent. The money the former judge alleged-
ly took was later found by investigators 
stuffed in two 3-liter jars buried in his gar-
den.

There is concern in Ukraine that Mr. 
Chaus’s case may be used for political pur-
poses, as he is believed to be a valuable 
asset for Ukrainian special services 
because as a judge he was privy to sensi-
tive information involving the administra-
tion of former Ukrainian president Petro 
Poroshenko.

Mr. Chaus worked for 15 years in the 
Dnipro District Court of Kyiv where he 
was known for passing verdicts against 
Euro-Maidan activists. He also removed 
former member of the Party of Regions 
Yuri Ivanyushchenko from a wanted list 
and he presided over the trial of Hennadiy 
Korban, who was an ally of Ukrainian oli-
garch Ihor Kolomoisky and an adversary 
of Mr. Poroshenko.

Mr. Korban was involved in a case of 
kidnapping and theft of property. The 
hearing lasted 28 hours and included 
physical conflicts and brawls. During the 
hearing, Mr. Korban lost consciousness 
and bottles were thrown at the judge. In 
the end, Mr. Chaus ruled against Mr. 
Korban.

In 2016, NABU alleged that Mr. Chaus 
received a bribe of $150,000, hidden in 
two glass jars. NABU officials alleged that 
the money was intended for the “proper 
sentence” of Svitlana Sasevych, who was 
accused of drug trafficking. The prosecu-
tion asked for seven years in the case.  Mr. 
Chaus sentenced her to five years of pro-
bation.

Mr. Chaus, who has been on the inter-
national wanted list since November 
2017, was wanted by NABU officials, who 
in March 2017 were ordered by court rul-
ing to arrest the judge as soon as he 
entered Ukraine.

Moldovan officials denied Mr. Chaus’s 
request for asylum on March 15 and 
Ukrainian officials were set to demand his 
extradition, according to the High Anti-
Corruption Court of Ukraine.  But the 
extradition never happened, as Mr. Chaus 
disappeared on April 3.

At the time, Mr. Chaus’s lawyer said a 
group of unknown gunmen seized the ex-
judge. Later, the Moldovan Ministry of 
Internal Affairs concluded that Mr. Chaus 
had been abducted by foreign nationals 
and taken to Ukraine.

Ukrainian and Moldovan media previ-
ously reported that Ukrainian special ser-
vices, including the SBU, were involved in 
the abduction. However, on April 7, 
Ukraine’s Foreign Affairs Minister Dmytro 
Kuleba denied any involvement by his 
country in Mr. Chaus’s disappearance.

Following Mr. Chaus’s disappearance 
from Ukraine, his wife, Svitlana Chaus, 
commented on the matter.

“My husband came home, then took my 
children and me to my parents outside the 
city. The next morning, I called my hus-
band – he did not answer. I came to Kyiv 
and saw that no one was home. My hus-
band disappeared,” Ms. Chaus said at the 
time.

 She said that the judge was allegedly 
taken abroad against his will and believed 
that then-president Petro Poroshenko was 
involved.

Moldovan Prosecutor General Oleksandr 
Stoyanoglo previously announced the 
completion of the investigation into the 
disappearance of Mr. Chaus. According to 
Moldovan police, Ukrainian government 

agencies were involved in Mr. Chaus’s 
abduction.

Mr. Stoyanoglo said that law enforce-
ment officers in Moldova had identified 
people from the special services of 
Ukraine who took part in the abduction. 
The Investigative Committee of the 
Moldovan Parliament appealed to the 
Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine to organize a 
meeting to discuss the investigation into 
the judge’s disappearance. Moldovan 
authorities said Ukrainian officials did not 
respond to their requests.

In May, Mr. Chaus released a video say-
ing he was safe but did not disclose his 
location. It is not known whether he 
recorded the video voluntarily or under 
pressure. Later, a lawyer for the ex-judge 
noted that his client had been abused and 
bedridden for 50 days.

On July 30, a photo of the half-naked 
former judge went viral on the internet in 
Ukraine. Four months after Mr. Chaus’s 
high-profile abduction in Moldova, the 
judge suddenly appeared in the village of 
Mazurivka in the Vinnytsia region of west-
ern Ukraine. Hungry and nearly without 
clothes, he came to the building of the 
Mazurivka village council, according to the 
chairman of the village council, Valery 
Hrunkivskyy.

Mr. Hrunkivskyy said the judge was in 
the village council offices for some time 
and he was given food. Police then arrived 
and, according to one journalist, SBU offi-
cers came to the village council and took 
Mr. Chaus.

“SBU officers took Mr. Chaus from the 
police and took him away in an unknown 
direction,” said Yuriy Butusov, the editor-in-
chief of Censor.net and a columnist for the 
Ukrainian newspaper Dzerkalo Tyzhnia.

On July 30, NABU officials called for Mr. 
Chaus to be handed over to NABU detec-
tives. The Bureau addressed its appeal to 
“fellow law enforcement officers” without 
specifying to whom it was addressed.

Hours later, NABU released a video in 
which its detectives can be seen riding in a 
car that catches up with an SBU vehicle. 
According to NABU, Mr. Chaus was in the 
SBU transport. In the video, security ser-
vice officers can be seen managing to 
break away from the Bureau’s detectives 
and they enter SBU headquarters. NABU 
detectives were denied access to SBU 
headquarters.

Journalists who were at the Security 
Service building at the time reported that 
NABU officers stormed the SBU, presum-
ably in search of Mr. Chaus. Denied access 
to Mr. Chaus, NABU detectives left the 
scene.

Commenting on the matter, SBU 
spokesman Artem Dekhtyarenko simply 
said that, “the SBU is working as usual.”

 The following day, the SBU said that 
the security service “did not kidnap” Mr. 
Chaus, but they instead “took measures” 
to ensure his safety.

Mr. Chaus’s lawyer had no contact with 
their client because the SBU said they did 
not have Mr. Chaus in custody. After the 
SBU acknowledged that they had an ex-
judge in their custody, Mr. Chaus’s lawyer 
expressed hope that he would be allowed 
to see his client.

Ukrayinska Pravda reported that Mr. 
Chaus was taken out of Moldova and 
detained at Ukrainian military bases to 
collect compromising information on for-
mer chief intelligence officer Vasyl Burba 
and Mr. Poroshenko.

According to Mr. Butusov, the journal-
ist, the ex-judge agreed to cooperate with 
the Ukrainian Presidential Office in return 
for a guarantee that his case be trans-
ferred to the SBU from NABU and that he 
avoids criminal liability for alleged cor-
ruption. The SBU is headed by a close 
friend of Mr. Zelenskyy’s, Ivan Bakanov.

(Continued from page 1)

Ukraine’s...
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In a column that ran in the July 25 edition of The Weekly, Mr. Kuropas examined how 
the United States saved the Soviet Union during Lenin’s rule.  In this column, Mr. Kuropas 
details how the United States saved the Soviet Union under Stalin’s rule.

Vladimir Lenin consolidated his coup d’ 
etat of Russia’s provisional government in 
1918. U.S. President Woodrow Wilson 
refused to recognize the bandit regime. 
Presidents Warren G. Harding, Calvin 
Coolidge and Herbert Hoover followed suit.

President Franklin D. Roosevelt decided 
to change course. The Soviet Union, now 
under the firm leadership of Joseph Stalin, 
was recognized as a legitimate state by the 
United States of America in 1932, just as 
the Holodomor was gaining traction.

America’s flood gates were opened for 
Stalin soon after the Soviets established 
their embassy in Washington, D.C.  “By the 
end of the 1930s,” Prof. Sean McKeen wrote 
in his book “Stalin’s War: a New History of 
World War II,” “there were hundreds of 
paid Soviet agents working inside the U.S. 
government (221, according to contempo-
rary Soviet records, or 329, according to 
the Venona decrypts), from the Depart-
ments of Agriculture to State to the 
Treasury to the U.S. Army.”

Add to that number 75 plus spies and 
informants who stepped up their activities 
once Soviet nationals were allowed to 
operate legally under diplomatic cover 
thanks to FDR’s recognition of the 
Bolsheviks as legitimate rulers.

There were also hundreds of soft sym-
pathizers lurking in the wings ready to do 
Moscow’s bidding. “The Soviet Embassy in 
Washington was a critical strategic foot-
hold for Stalin as he prepared his 
Communist empire for war,” Prof. McKeen 
wrote. “Purges of Russia hands in the U.S. 
State Department carried out in 1937 
deprived Roosevelt of informed advice on 
Stalin and his foreign policy.”

At over 800 pages “Stalin’s War” is a 
door stopper. It is also a great read, filled 
with little known or forgotten facts that 
jogged my memory. I had forgotten, for 
example, how many times FDR and Stalin 
mocked Winston Churchill in his presence. 
At Yalta, Prof. McKeen wrote, the behavior 
of America’s president suggests a “near-
catatonic condition….”

The most significant factor that saved 
Stalin during the Roosevelt administration 
was America’s lend-lease policy, formally 
titled “An Act to Promote the Defense of 
the United States” (H.R. 1776), which was 
enacted on March 11, 1941. The initial 
purpose of the legislation was to provide 
the United Kingdom, free France, the 
Republic of China, eventually the Soviet 
Union, and other allied nations fighting 
the Axis powers with food, oil and materi-
al. Between 1941 and 1945, a total of 
$50.1 billion ($575 billion in 2019 dollars) 
was eventually spent.

Soon after Russia invaded Finland in 
1939, Roosevelt placed a “moral embargo” 
on any assistance to the Bolsheviks. Hitler’s 
attack on the Soviets in June 1941 lifted the 
embargo, sending some $11.3 billion of the 
original $50 billion Stalin’s way.

Republicans such at Sen. Robert Taft and 
Robert M. LaFollette were vehemently 
opposed to Soviet assistance.  “Senator 
LaFollette warned that ‘in the next few 
weeks the American people will witness 
the greatest whitewash in all history. They 
will be told to forget the purges…, the per-
secution of religion, the confiscation of 

property, the invasion of Finland and the 
vulture role Stalin played in seizing hold of 
prostrate Poland, all of Estonia, Latvia and 
Lithuania. These will be made to seem the 
acts of a ‘democracy’ preparing to fight 
Nazism.’”  Roosevelt ignored the criticism.

The U.S. lend-lease program eventually 
“fed, armed and provisioned the Red Army 
and Russian war industry for four years, 
arguably contributing more than any of 
Stalin’s generals to the Soviet victories over 
Germany and Japan,” argued Prof. McKeen.

The man largely responsible for this 
amazing feat was Harry Hopkins who 
enjoyed a kind of “Rasputin” existence in 
the Roosevelt administration. Mr. and Mrs. 
Hopkins actually lived in the White House 
itself.  Once the U.S. was at war, it was Mr. 
Hopkins who made the Soviet Union his 
number one priority, ignoring the pressing 
needs of Gen. Douglas MacArthur fighting 
the Japanese in the Pacific theater.  As 
America came to his assistance, Stalin’s 
appetite for more was insatiable.

Lend-lease aid during the Battle of 
Stalin grad, for example, included a monthly 
allowance of two million short tons of 
wheat, 10,000 trucks, 5,000 tons of explo-
sives, 15,000 tons of canned meat, 12,000 
tons of lard, 5,000 tons of soap and 10,000 
tons of vegetable oil. All this in addition to 
more than 267 Bell P-39 Airacobra combat 
airplanes.

“There was little Soviet gratitude,” wrote 
Prof. McKeen. In exchange for all of its 
assistance, “the U.S. government could have 
asked any price: payment in cash, by loan 
or in kind; political concessions inside 
Russia, or promises from Stalin of better 
behavior abroad, such as abandoning his 
spying operations in Washington… Instead, 
the Americans simply gave and demanded 
nothing in return aside from a vague, non-
binding promise of loan repayment begin-
ning five years after the war was over, at no 
interest.”

Stalin, meanwhile, was working behind 
the scenes to force Japan into war with the 
U.S. When it appeared that the U.S. would 
reach an agreement with Tokyo before hos-
tilities broke out, Stalin’s agent at the 
Treasury Department, Harry Dexter White, 
penned a memorandum demanding that 
Secretary of State Cordell Hull inform the 
Japanese ambassador that negotiations 
will continue only after Japan withdraws 
“all military, naval, air and police forces 
from China as well as Indo-China.” This was 
an impossible demand for the Japanese, 
who came to believe that war was inevita-
ble. Pearl Harbor was the answer. For 
Stalin, this was a godsend. Russian troops 
protecting Moscow from a Japanese inva-
sion could now be sent to Stalingrad.

Stalin was not only “saved” by the U.S., he 
was greatly empowered. Prof. McKeen con-
cluded with the following: “By objective mea-
sures of territory conquered and war booty 
seized, Stalin was the victor in both Europe 
and Asia, and no one else came close.”

There are many more events in Prof. 
McKeen’s treatise that may come as a sur-
prise to some readers of this column.

Stay tuned.

Myron Kuropas’s e-mail address is  
kuropas@comcast.net.

Saving Stalin
The following is the first instalment of a 

new column for The Weekly written by Borys 
Gudziak, the metropolitan-archbishop of the 
Philadelphia Archeparchy of the Ukrainian 
Greek-Catholic Church and the president of 
the Ukrainian Catholic University.

At the end of a century of death, depor-
tations and displacements, the Lord gave 
Ukrainians and the world the gift of 
Ukraine’s independence. For anybody who 
felt the pain personally or followed the saga 
in solidarity, it was a miracle.

To the last moment, great global authori-
ties – powerful presidents, erudite experts, 
confident analysts, even pious prelates – did 
not see it coming. Some did what they could 
to keep it from happening. “Better the Soviet 
Union than chaos,” some said. Those old 
enough to remember well know who they 
were. The Iron Curtain, the stockade of 
nuclear silos, the cloud of propaganda and 
conventional policy assessments made it 
seem that the Soviet Union as a prison of 
nations, peoples and persons was invincible.

What a day it was! For the world, for us 
and for me personally. In the heat of the 
summer, after six years of intense study 
and research, I was sweltering, drafting a 
doctoral dissertation on Ukrainian Church 
history. After months caged in my apart-
ment in Cambridge, Mass., I had just deliv-
ered by bike a 100-page second chapter to 
Prof. Omeljan Pritsak in Wellesley, 13 miles 
away, and was about to begin the third 
chapter. For me, the summer of 1991 was 
marked by solitude, struggle and sweat. 
Everyone else was on vacation.

Everyone included Mikhail Gorbachev, 
most of the world’s presidents, prime min-
isters, parliamentarians, generals and jour-
nalists. Perfect conditions for a coup, a 
reactionary putsch to push back the tide of 
liberty nascently flowing into the Soviet 
republics with perestroika and freshly 
granted religious freedom, of sorts.

The initial reports from the USSR pro-
duced global anxiety. Several days of uncer-
tainty and trepidation followed. Then, a 
newsflash – Ukraine declared indepen-
dence! The jubilant images of Vyacheslav 
Chornovil leading the deputies, carrying a 
giant Ukrainian flag into the Verkhovna 
Rada, the Ukrainian parliament. “Ще не 
вмерла Україна” (Ukraine has not yet per-
ished) was the understatement of the day: it 
had just been born. The Soviet Union was 
collapsing, without bloodshed, without war, 
like the moral house of cards that it was – 
built on lies, violence and perfidy. A miracle!

I raced out of my apartment on 
Massachusetts Avenue for a jubilant jog 
along the Charles River. The sun was bright, 
the wind was at my back. Ukraine is free! I 
will finish and go do my part, I thought.

The moment was a gift. Indeed, a flash of 
divine grace and yet part and fruit of an 
arduous process. The oblation of millions 
over decades and centuries. Just in the 20th 
century, there were 15 million victims of var-
ious occupiers and warring factions. Among 
the countless casualties of the lust for domi-
nation there were my ancestors and family 
members who fought for freedom.

So many had given so much. I remember 
the stories of my grandfather Mykhailo 
Shypula. He fought in the Ukrainian 
Galician Army at the end of World War I. 

His daughter, my aunt Iryna, perished in 
the ranks of the Ukrainian Insurgent Army 
at the end of World War II. Selfless service, 
ultimate sacrifice and lasting pain. It is a 
story shared by many of our families – fam-
ilies from a place that did not exist. An 
identity negated, denied. Lifetimes of futile 
justifications, explanations of who you are, 
to little avail.

On August 24, 30 years ago, freedom 
finally came, and a people’s dignity was 
acknowledged.

The dream of many generations was 
finally given to ours. Did we deserve it 
more than they did?

In any case, the treasure has been 
entrusted to us.

Thirty years later independence is hard-
ly secure, and freedom is not yet full. With 
reason, some say that true sovereignty and 
independence for Ukraine is not really 30 
years old. Then, it had been a partial-birth, 
completed only on the Euro-Maidan in 
2014 through the immolation of the 
Heavenly Hundred and now consolidated 
by the war against the perennial invader. 
The quest for dignity is now clearly ours. 
No one can fashion it for us or replace us in 
the task. A new awareness has come: free-
dom is inseparable from responsibility.  It is 
God’s mandate to us.

The challenge and charge to defend free-
dom continue, and defending it is a respon-
sibility. Each precise moment, each person-
al sacrifice for the other, each death at the 
Ukrainian-Russian frontline, each step back 
from personal interest toward a common 
good is a sacrament, a contribution in a 
people’s pilgrimage from fear to dignity, 
God-given dignity.

Ukraine’s independence has a national 
and ethnic dimension. At the same time, 
the freedom of Ukraine is a global human 
triumph, one of biblical connotation. It is an 
exodus from the land of pharaohs to the 
promised land of milk and honey. It is a 
passage, not yet complete, from death to 
life. As long as our responsibility is inchoate 
or incomplete, it remains a pilgrimage into 
its 30th year.

I dare say that it will be a pilgrimage to 
the end of time. A blessed and joyful, drain-
ing and exhilarating journey. Every one of 
us has to consciously and conscientiously 
walk his or her part.

The ebullient joy of August 24, 1991, the 
exuberant solidarity of the Maidans, the 
chance to hike freely in the Carpathians, 
swim in the Dnipro, have a coffee in Rynok 
Square in Lviv, are all real and true.

Real is the invasion and true the ultimate 
sacrifice of thousands.

Real and true is the struggle, the work to 
be done, the conversion to be made. There 
is much to purge, much to reform, much to 
build in each of us – to make the land truly 
one of milk and honey.

The gift was given so that we can give of 
ourselves for the freedom of our brothers 
and sisters in Ukraine and elsewhere, in 
fact, everywhere. The liberty of each indi-
vidual calls all of us to serve each other. It is 
the Lord’s call.

Let us go forward in gratitude and joy, 
remembering well the gift, remaining san-
guine and sober about the road ahead.

God bless Ukraine!
Многая літа, Україно!

Gift, challenge and charge:  
on Ukraine’s 30th anniversary

by Metropolitan-Archbishop Borys Gudziak

From heart
TO hearT
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UCCA-Illinois Division celebrates 25th anniversary of 1996 Ukrainian Constitution
by Maria Korkatsch-Groszko 

CHICAGO – Representatives of Ukrainian 
organizations in Chicago and the surround-
ing Illinois suburbs gathered at the 
Ukrainian Institute of Modern Art to cele-
brate the 25th anniversary of the ratifica-
tion of Ukraine’s Constitution.

Participants in the celebration, which 
was initiated by the Illinois Division of the 
Ukrainian Congress Committee of America 
(UCCA), included Yevhen Hlibovytsky, lec-
turer at the Ukrainian Catholic University in 
Lviv and founder of pro.mova, a Ukrainian 
company that  works to develop a long-
term vision for Ukraine through media 
communications and business.

Also in attendance were Consul General 
of Ukraine in Chicago Serhiy Koledov; the 
Most Rev. Bishop Venedykt (Aleksiychuk), 

bishop of St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic 
Eparchy; and Ihor Diaczun, president of the 
Ukrainian Congress Committee of America-
Illinois Division.

During their remarks on June 26, Messrs. 
Koledov, Hlibovytsky and Diaczun all noted 
that Ukraine has a history of numerous 
efforts to amend the Basic Law of Ukraine. 
The Russkaya Pravda (1017) was based on 
the Pravda of Yaroslav the Wise, which com-
prised regulations of feudal law along with 
regulations that could be traced back to the 
primitive communal system. It served as the 
legal code of Kyivan Rus and was remade 
during many centuries.

The Constitution of Hetman Pylyp Orlyk 
(1710) was a constitutional document, one 

of the first constitutional documents in 
Europe, that established the principles of 
the separation of powers in government 
between the legislative, executive and judi-
ciary branches. The Constitution of the 
Ukrainian National Republic (1918), which 
was approved by the Central Rada but 
never promulgated, remains an important 
document from the period of the Ukrainian 
National Republic from 1917-1918.

Then, on June 28, 1996, following the 
relentless year-long leadership of Olek-
sandr Moroz, the speaker of the Verkhovna 
Rada, Ukraine’s parliament adopted a new 
Constitution for the country. The Constitu-
tion of Ukraine marked the beginning of the 
formation and development of Ukraine as a 
new democratic and independent state. 
Constitution Day is celebrated throughout 

Ukraine as a national holiday on June 28.
Speaking during the event here, Mr. 

Koledov reminded everyone that in 1991, 
following the declaration of independence 
in Ukraine, “…the most important task was 
the adoption of a new Constitution.”

“This involved Ukrainian domestic and 
world experts, including a U.S. citizen of 
Ukrainian origin, federal judge Bohdan 
Futey. The four-year constitutional process 
took place during heated disputes that 
questioned the possibility of the adoption 
of a coherent progressive document which 
would lay the foundations of Ukrainian 
statehood,” Mr. Koledov said.

“It was extremely important that the 
adoption of the Constitution was carried 

(Continued on page 9)

Representatives from different Ukrainian organizations in Chicago took part in the 25th anniversary celebration of Ukraine’s con
stitution that was ratified in 1996.  Seen in the photo are (front row, left to right) Vera Eliashevsky, Maria KorkatschGroszko, 
Natalia Onysko, Motria Melnyk, Ihor Diaczun, Maria Chuchman, Marta Farion, Yevhen Hlibovytsky, Nastasiya Marusyk, Most 
Rev. Bishop Venedykt (Aleksiychuk), and (second row, left to right) Lydia Tkaczuk, Rev. Ivan Lymar, Consul General of Ukraine 

in Chicago Sergiy Koledov, Pavlo Bandriwsky and Roman Yatskivskyy.

Ukrainian People Magazine

Yevhen Hlibovytsky, a lecturer at the 
Ukrainian Catholic University in Lviv, 
speaks during an event in Chicago com
memorating the 25th anniversary of 

Ukraine’s 1996 constitution.
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The Selfreliance New York Federal Credit Union recently donated $100,000 to the New York Branch of Plast 
Ukrainian Scouting Organization, which is in the process of completing a $1.5 million renovation of its headquarters 
building (domivka) in the heart of the Ukrainian Village in Manhattan.  The New York Plast Domivka Renovation 
Committee has so far raised $1.1 million for the project and they are working to raise the final $400,000 needed to 
complete the renovation.  Seen in the photo above during the presentation of a ceremonial check for the renova-
tion are (from left to right) Stefan Kaczaraj, vice-chairman of the credit union and the president and chief executive 
officer of the Ukrainian National Association; Andrij Juzeniw, secretary of the credit union; Luba Labunka, committee 
co-chair of the Plast New York City domivka renovation project; Catherine Popovech, chairperson of the board of 
directors of the credit union; Talia Danysh, head of the New York Branch of Plast Ukrainian Scouting Organization; 
Bohdan Kurczak, president and chief executive officer of the credit union; Mark Bach, treasurer of the credit union; 
and Adam Hapij, membership officer of the credit union.

– Talia Danysh

Selfreliance donates $100,000 to Plast domivka project
out with the approval of its text by a constitutional majori-
ty of the legislature of Ukraine, in order to obligate elected 
members to accept their responsibilities before future 
generations.  Elected officials approved the current 
Constitution with maximum good will, constructive coop-
eration and compromise,” Mr. Koledov said.

Mr. Hlibovytsky, the celebration’s keynote speaker, said 
that the adoption of the Constitution of independent 
Ukraine confirmed the age-old aspirations of the 
Ukrainian people for an independent and sovereign state 
with territorial integrity among other free nations of 
Europe and the world.

“The new basic law of Ukraine has absorbed the best 
modern examples of state-building, which are recognized 
at the international level,” Mr. Hlibovytsky said. “The 
Constitution of Ukraine is not perfect. Additions and 
changes will need to be made. We must remember that the 
Constitution is about the laws, regulations and commit-
ment to obligations in advance of our future generations.”

Bishop Venedykt said that “the provisions of our 
Constitution are only one aspect for building a nation. We 
must understand that Ukraine, as a nation, has just been 
established; it is beginning to gain shape as a nation. We 
must thank God that 25 years ago we adopted a constitu-
tion and we have the opportunity to grow as a nation.”

Participants in the artistic program of the evening 
included: Victoria Hasko (My Ukraine), Mariya Bahriy 
(Prayer for Ukraine), Volodymyr Lymar (aria Misero 
Pargoletto), Yulia Perohozhuk (violinist, Melodiya; piano 
accompanist Oksana Pidruchna), Evanhelina But (pianist, 
In the Cherry Garden and Thorn Blossoms) and Vira 
Boychuk (Return to Me and Shoes). Oksana Chuyko orga-
nized the program and served as the master of ceremonies.

A reception organized by the staff of the Ukrainian 
Institute of Modern Art concluded the anniversary cele-
bration.

Maria Korkatsch-Groszko, Ph.D., is vice-president of the 
Ukrainian Congress Committee of America-Illinois Division.

(Continued from page 8)

UCCA-Illinois...
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band have decided to stay in Germany with 
their child as the crackdown on pro-democ-
racy groups and government critics contin-
ues in Belarus. Maksimova’s husband, 
Andrey Krauchanka, holds the Belarusian 
national record in the decathlon and won a 
silver medal at the 2008 Beijing Olympics. 
Maksimava said on Instagram on August 3 
in connection with Belarus’s worsening sit-
uation and international isolation that “now 
one can lose not only his or her freedom, 
but life.” Her announcement came as a fel-
low Belarusian, Olympic sprinter Krystsina 
Tsimanouskaya, scrambled to avoid being 
repatriated from Tokyo and reports 
emerged from Ukraine of a murder investi-
gation after an exiled Belarusian regime 
critic was found dead in Kyiv. “It is possible 
to breathe freely here and be one of those 
who is fighting for the liberty of their peo-
ple, relatives and loved ones; we will prevail 
for sure,” Maksimava, who was born in 
Soviet-era Vilnius, wrote. Tsimanouskaya is 
currently seeking asylum in Poland after 
reportedly refusing to be forced aboard a 
plane for Minsk by Belarusian national team 
officials at the 2020 Tokyo Olympics. 
Twenty-six-year-old Belarusian activist Vital 
Shyshou was found hanged in a park near 
his home in Kyiv on August 3 after going 
missing a day earlier. Ukrainian police and 
friends from the Kyiv-based organization he 
runs to help persecuted Belarusians said he 
showed signs of having been beaten. That 
Olympic drama and Mr. Shyshou’s death 
have cast further light on Alyaksandr 
Lukashenka’s ruthless crackdown since pro-

tests erupted after he asserted victory in a 
presidential election in August 2020 that 
the opposition and international communi-
ty say was fraudulent. Meanwhile, the 
Nasha Niva newspaper reported on August 
3 on its Telegram channel that a coach of the 
Vitsyaz handball club in the Belarusian capi-
tal has fled Minsk for Ukraine. In June, the 
coach, Kanstantsin Yakauleu, was arrested 
and held for 15 days for taking part in an 
unsanctioned anti-government rally. The 
International Olympic Committee (IOC) and 
other outside authorities are investigating 
Tsimanouskaya’s claims that she was in 
danger after running afoul of Belarusian 
officials for criticizing them for gaffes at the 
games. Tsimanouskaya was granted a 
humanitarian visa by Polish authorities 
after saying she feared jail if she returned to 
Belarus, and her Belarusian husband 
reportedly fled the country to eventually 
join her. (RFE/RL’s Current Time)

Ambassador to Russia dies ‘suddenly’

Serbia’s Foreign Affairs Ministry on 
August 4 announced the sudden death of 
Belgrade’s ambassador to Russia, 71-year-
old former military analyst and journalist 
Miroslav Lazanski. It said only that he had 
“passed away suddenly,” but Serbian media 
cited officials as blaming his death on a 
heart attack at his home in Belgrade. “His 
dedication, commitment and devotion as 
the ambassador of our country will be 
remembered, as will his numerous activi-
ties aimed at further improving the cooper-
ation and friendship between Serbia and 
Russia,” the ministry said in a statement. 
Mr. Lazanski was appointed as Belgrade’s 
top envoy to Russia in July 2019. He was a 
longtime journalist for the prominent 

Serbian daily Politika and a military analyst 
who had reported from conflict zones in 
Iran and Iraq, Afghanistan, Chechnya, Africa 
and the Middle East. Mr. Lazanski had also 
reported during the Yugoslav wars of the 
1990s from what are now Bosnia-
Herzegovina, Slovenia and Kosovo, and 
from Ukraine’s Crimea, which Russia invad-
ed and annexed in 2014. He was also a fre-
quent commentator for Russia’s state-run 
media organization Sputnik. Serbian 
President Aleksandar Vucic, who along 
with his ruling Serbian Progressive Party 
(SNS) allies has fostered close relations and 
a strategic partnership with Moscow, 
expressed his condolences. “Serbia has lost 
a great man, its ambassador to the Russian 
Federation, one of the best experts on geo-
political opportunities, military strategy 
and tactics, an exceptional journalist and 
publicist and, above all, a good man,” Mr. 
Vucic wrote. In a July 2020 report on 

“Russian interference” in North Macedonia, 
Bellingcat researchers linked Mr. Lazanski 
to a Moscow effort to “create a strip of mili-
tarily neutral countries” in the Balkans. 
Bellingcat said that Russian and Serbian 
intelligence officers “formed a connection” 
with Mr. Lazanski and asserted that 
“Macedonian counterintelligence also 
implicated Mr. Lazanski as one of the main 
pro-Kremlin propagandists in the country.” 
In July, Mr. Lazanski was at the center of an 
unconfirmed Serbian report claiming he 
had accused neighboring NATO member 
Montenegro of preventing weapons donat-
ed to Belgrade by Russia from being deliv-
ered. The Montenegrin Defense Ministry 
reportedly denied that such permission 
had even been requested. The Foreign 
Affairs Ministry said Mr. Lazanski’s funeral 
would be held in Belgrade on August 6. 
(RFE/RL’s Balkan Service, with reporting 
by AP)

(Continued from page 2)
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tary – in the region. Plus NATO should 
extend Membership Action Plans to 
Georgia and Ukraine post-haste.”

President Mikheil Saakashvili of Georgia 
underscored in The Washington Post: “As 
Georgians come under attack, we must ask: 
If the West is not with us, who is it with? If 

the line is not drawn now, when will it be 
drawn? We cannot allow Georgia to 
become the first victim of a new world 
order as imagined by Moscow.”

Sources: “Ukraine plays key role in sup-
porting Georgia,” by Danylo Peleschuk, 
“Ukrainian Americans support Georgia, con-
demn Russian aggression,” by Tamara Olexy 
(Ukrainian Congress Committee of America), 
“We are all Georgians,” The Ukrainian 
Weekly, August 17, 2008.

(Continued from page 6)

Turning...
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Advertising Department by e-mail to advertising@ukrweekly.com or by fax 
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It is with great sorrow that the family announces 
the passing into eternity of our beloved 

husband, father, grandfather, uncle and friend,

Taras Slevinsky
on July 22, 2021 at the age of 93.

He was born on March 8, 1928 in Tystemytsia, Ivano-Frankivska 
oblast, Ukraine, the son of the late Wasyl and So� a Slevinsky and the 
last of � ve siblings.  

Taras is survived by:
- his wife of 70 years, Maria (née Bolonna) 
- daughter Christina with husband Wolodymyr Kowinko
- son Roman Slevinsky with wife Sara 
- grandchildren Lydia (Daniel Holowaty) Kowinko, Oles’ Kowinko, 

       and Paul, Peter and Mia Slevinsky
- niece Myroslava Rozdolska and her family
- extended family living in America and Ukraine.

Taras will be sorely missed by many, but his spirit and legacy will continue 
to live on in all those, who were fortunate enough to have known him.

May his memory be eternal!  Вічная пам’ять!
For those who would care to, memorial contributions may be made to:

• UCEF (Ukrainian Catholic Education Foundation),
with a notation in the memo line indicating ‘‘ORPHAN FUND’’, 
2247 W Chicago Ave., Chicago, IL 60622; 
UCEF.org/donate - ORPHAN FUND

• St. Mary’s Ukrainian Catholic Church, 
457 Noble Ave., Bridgeport, CT 06608

The family greatly appreciates your thoughts, prayers, and generosity.

Oksana was with her daughter and son when she 
passed away in her own home on the morning of July 27, 2021, at the 
age of 97. Please remember Oksana in your prayers.

She is survived by her children and their families:

Marta with Slavko Czartorysky and their daughter Katia
Ihor with Amy Sprenkle and their daughters Anika and Ava 

Viewing was held at Murray-Paradee Funeral Home, Cherry Hill, NJ 
on Friday, July 30, 2021, from 5 to 8 pm. Panachyda at 7 pm.

Funeral services were held on Saturday, July 31, at 9 am at St. Michael’s 
Ukrainian Church, Cherry Hill, NJ, followed by interment at St. Andrew 
Cemetery, South Bound Brook, NJ.

In lieu of flowers the Family suggests donations be made to:

 • St. Michael’s Ukrainian Church
   675 Cooper Landing Road, Cherry Hill, NJ 08002
 • Orphans Aid Society, 
   136 Second Ave, Suite 504, New York, NY 10003; 
   http://www.oasukraine.org.

Memory Eternal!

With great sadness we announce 
the passing of our 

Mother and Grandmother

Oksana Klym Wolchuk
born May 18, 1924 

in the Ternopil oblast, Ukraine.

Leopolis Festival draws thousands to Ukraine’s premier jazz venue
by Alex Kuzma

LVIV – In the world of jazz, there are a 
number of summer festivals that stand out 
as the most prestigious venues for emerg-
ing artists as well as established super-
stars .  For decades,  Montreux in 
Switzerland; Newport, R.I.; and Monterey, 
Calif., have been recognized as meccas that 
attract the finest jazz talents from around 
the world. But unbeknownst to much of the 
Ukrainian diaspora, Lviv has established 
itself as an elite stop for jazz aficionados 
and performers alike. 

Established in 2011 by Lviv business-
man Mikhail Fridman, the Leopolis Jazz 
Festival has drawn an impressive array of 
Grammy winners and internationally 
renowned recording artists over the past 
10 years. These include some of the biggest 
names in jazz: acclaimed vocalists Bobby 
McFerrin and Esperanza Spalding, Spyro 
Gyra, Ron Carter, Bill Evans, Diana Krall, Pat 
Metheny, and in June of this year, Wynton 
Marsalis. 

Originally, Leopolis was known as “Alfa 
Jazz,” named after its principal corporate 
sponsor Alfa Bank. More recently, after 
acquiring a more diverse group of spon-
sors, such as Mastercard, Kyiv Star and 
Borjomi, the festival adopted the more 
inclusive Latin name for Lviv: Leopolis. 

Until recently, this writer was shamefully 
ignorant of the scope and heft of the 
Leopolis Festival. In June 2019, during a visit 
to the Ukrainian Catholic University, col-
leagues presented him with a very touching 
birthday gift – tickets for three nights of the 
festival, though there was no indication of 
the caliber of music one might expect.

During years in college and law school, 
this writer was spoiled after attending 
incredible live performances by some of 
the giants of blues and jazz: keyboard mas-
ter Keith Jarrett, saxophonist Gato Barbieri 
and guitarist Albert Collins. B.B. King per-
formed a live concert on campus on the eve 
of college graduation.

As much as this thoughtful gift was 
appreciated, a thought did cross a snobbish 
mind: “What caliber of music could one 
expect from some amateur quartets from 

Kyiv or Warsaw that I had never heard of 
before?” To put it mildly, one could expect 
to be somewhat underwhelmed.

But spectacular concerts awaited. The 
first night brought modern fusion and funk 
group “Snarky Puppy.” Despite the bizarre 
stage name, Snarky has now won four 
Grammys, and has played to a sold-out 
crowd at Royal Albert Hall in London. Led 
by bassist Michael League, the group spent 
several years languishing in relative obscu-
rity in Texas. Much like the Leopolis Festival 
itself, Snarky Puppy was one of jazz’s best 
kept secrets. But since relocating to 
Brooklyn, N.Y., Snarky Puppy has exploded 
on the jazz scene, dazzling audiences with 
its reckless virtuosity and explosive instru-
mental riffs, winning a 2021 Grammy for 
Best Contemporary Instrumental Album. 

After such a glorious introduction to 
Leopolis on the first night, one could hardly 
wait to hear a headliner of the festival – the 
acclaimed pianist and sultry Canadian 
chanteuse Diana Krall. Besides her solo 
albums, televised concerts and numerous 
Grammy Awards, Ms. Krall is known for her 
collaborations with fellow superstars Tony 
Bennett and Elton John.

The most memorable performance at 
the 2019 festival came on the final night 
when UCU hosted a delegation of VIPs from 
the University of Notre Dame. This writer 
had the privilege of attending one of the 
final concerts of legendary pianist and 

composer Chick Corea, who passed away in 
2020. It was Mr. Corea’s second perfor-
mance at the Leopolis Festival. Like a grow-
ing number of artists from North America, 
he was enchanted by the beauty and conve-
nience of the city, the professionalism of 
the festival organizers and the warm audi-
ence response.

The experience of seeing Chick Corea 
perform live in Lviv was blissfully surreal: 
as an aspiring pianist in his teenage years, 
this writer attended concerts by several 
world-class virtuosi, including Andre 
Watts and Artur Rubinstein. But he never 
would have imagined that the only time he 
would see Mr. Corea performing live would 
be at a world-class festival in an indepen-
dent Ukraine.

After a generous display of his signature 
Latin rhythms and gorgeous, innovative 
harmonies, the concert ended with Mr. 
Corea performing his best-known work – 
Return to Forever.  It brought the audience 
to its feet, crying out in adulation. 

Fast forward to 2021. After the cancella-
tion of the festival due to the COVID-19 
lockdown in 2020, Ukrainian and 
European audiences were hungry for a 
return to live music. Featuring a diverse 
and powerful musical lineup, the Leopolis 

Festival in 2021 did not disappoint. 
Capturing the Zeitgeist of a fragile world 
community just recovering from a brutal 
pandemic, there were soulful and contem-
plative performances by the Avishai Cohen 
Trio from Israel and Kathrine Windfeld of 
Denmark. But for those with a taste for 
more gritty styles, the festival provided 
plenty of joyful noise and rousing anthems 
that became a kind of celebration of human 
resiliency and a return to life as we remem-
bered it before the pandemic. 

For many concert goers, one of the big-
gest highlights this year was an appearance 
by British singer-songwriter SEAL (Henry 
Olusegun Adeola Samuel), who is known 
worldwide for his hit songs “Kiss from a 
Rose” and “Stand by me.” Seal began the 
concert with a fine rendition of jazz stan-
dards popularized by Frank Sinatra, includ-
ing “Luck be a Lady,” “When I was 
Seventeen” and “My Funny Valentine.” He 
launched into a set of new songs that 
brought the audience to its feet.

Unfortunately, this writer was unable to 
attend the concert by Wynton Marsalis, the 
world-renowned trumpeter, American 
goodwill ambassador and artistic director 

Wynton Marsalis (center) works with musicians during a master class 
with students at the Lviv Music Institute.

Kamasi Washington, seen on the video screen wearing a 
fulllength, multicolored Ghanaian dashiki, plays the 

saxaphone during the Leopolis Jazz Festival in Lviv.

Alex Kuzma
U.S. Embassy in Ukraine

(Continued on page 12)
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of Jazz at Lincoln Center. In addition to his 
performance on the main stage at the 
Leopolis Festival, Mr. Marsalis gave a mas-
ter class to students at the Lviv National 
Academy of Music.

The continuing success of the Leopolis 
Jazz Festival attests to the reawakening of 
Lviv as a cosmopolitan city and an increas-
ingly popular tourist destination. It also 
underscores some aspects of Ukrainian cul-
tural life and economic health that are sel-
dom recognized:

First, that so many international stars 
are eager to perform in Lviv and to return 
to Leopolis shows that Ukraine is no paro-
chial backwater.

Second, Lviv has now developed suffi-
cient infrastructure in marketing, corporate 
backing and hospitality that the city can not 
only accommodate but impress world-class 
artists.

Third, Ukraine is now growing a busi-
ness elite and a comfortable middle class 
that can afford to attend fashionable cultur-
al events and provide a successful market 
for international artists. The organizers of 
the festival have done an outstanding job of 
making it accessible to different income 

tiers of jazz lovers. They have provided a 
“Fan Zone” in the Bohdan Khmelnytsky 
Cultural Park where people can watch the 
live concert on a giant Jumbotron – remi-
niscent of outdoor concert settings at 
Tanglewood or the Wolf Trap. Wealthier 
patrons that can afford higher-priced tick-
ets can see the performers live on the Eddie 
Rosner Stage, or in the Pototski Palace 
Square. And those that enjoy a more inti-
mate outdoor setting can watch smaller 
ensembles perform in Lviv’s downtown 
Rynok Square.

Fourth, although Ukrainians are deeply 
patriotic, they are also culturally diverse, 
open to new art forms, and eclectic in their 
tastes. In keeping with Taras Shevchenko’s 
adage “і чужого научайтесь,” the success of 
the Leopolis Festival has shown that at their 
core, Ukrainians are neither chauvinistic nor 
reactionary, but deeply pluralistic and wel-
coming of people of other nations and races.

This was underscored during the June 
25 performance by the Los Angeles-based 
ensemble of Kamasi Washington. This is a 
band with two percussion sessions and a 
big sound “straight out of Compton,” full of 
soaring, triumphant brass riffs that com-
bined the raw urban mysticism of John 
Coltrane and Miles Davis with the elegance 
of Earth, Wind and Fire. Mr. Washington 
told the audience that because of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, Leopolis provided his 
ensemble with its first opportunity for a 
live performance in over 18 months.

Flanked by his trumpet and saxophone 
soloists wearing distinctive Ukrainian 
embroidered shirts, Mr. Washington – an 
imposing, heavy-set man with a billowing 
afro and full-length beard – was dressed in a 
full-length, multi-colored Ghanaian dashiki.

Looking out into the enthusiastic audi-
ence, eyes glittering with emotion, Mr. 
Washington declared:

“As I look at you, I realize that you and I 
don’t need to look the same for me to love 
you;

We don’t have to speak the same lan-
guage for me to love you;

We don’t have to dress the same for me 
to love you.

I’m here to tell you that I love you.”
The audience let out a roar of approval 

and gratitude.
The Leopolis Festival offers fresh evi-

dence that despite all the challenges it 
faces, Ukraine is emerging as a cultural 
mecca and a mature society that has 
embraced the legacy of the Revolution of 
Dignity and has untapped potential for fur-
ther economic and cultural growth.

(Continued from page 11)

Leopolis...
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Ukraine at the 2020 Summer Olympics 

Beleniuk wrestling for equality

Beleniuk’s gold highlights wrestlers’ medal wins

The fourth day of August 2021 will go down in the 
annals as a momentous day for Ukraine at the Summer 
Olympics. Team Ukraine won four medals this day, includ-
ing their first gold, a second silver medal and two more 
bronze, giving the nation a double digit total medal haul 
(11). A whopping three medals were earned in the sport of 
wrestling, specifically Zhan Beleniuk’s gold (87 kg) and 
Parviz Nasibov’s silver (67 kg) in the Greco-Roman disci-
pline, and Iryna Koliadenko’s bronze (62 kg) in the women’s 
freestyle competition. Marta Fedina and partner Anastasiya 
Savchuk won a bronze medal in artistic swimming duet.

Beleniuk topped his previous best silver medal in 2016 
by winning gold in the Greco-Roman middleweight divi-
sion, beating Hungary’s Viktor Lorincz in the final. The 
two-time world champion and Ukraine’s first black mem-
ber of Parliament was in total control, winning 5-1. The 
elated 30-year-old celebrated by performing an impromp-
tu Hopak dance on the mat with a Ukrainian flag draped 
around him. Beleniuk came out strong at the start and 
profited from his opponent’s weakness toward the end of 
their match.

Nasibov won a silver medal in the men’s Greco-Roman 
67kg after he defeated Denmark’s Fredrik Bjerrehuus, 
Russian Artem Surkov and Egypt’s Mohamed Elsayed, 
before losing to Iran’s Mohammad Gerael in the final. The 
22-year-old was born in Azerbaijan, but has adopted 
Ukraine as his home country.

Koliadenko won her bronze medal in freestyle wres-
tling, beating Latvia’s Anastasia Grigorieva. She defeated 
Nigeria’s Aminat Adeniyi and China’s Jia Long by falls, prior 
to losing on points and technical superiority to 
Kyrgyzstan’s Aisuluu Tyuybekova. Koliadenko outpointed 
her Latvian opponent 3-1 in the bronze medal match.

Record-setting swimmer Romanchuk a double medalist

At times, elite athletic performances can appear to be 
almost effortless. However, success can come with a cost. 
There are the physical demands that come with intensive 
training and competition. There are also psychological and 
emotional stresses that are not in the public view. Adding 
to the pressure of this year’s Olympics, which were post-

poned due to the coronavirus pandemic and are being 
staged without fans and with strict health and safety proto-
cols, is the worldwide need for good news. During the pan-
demic, nations are hungry for a good story, hungry for 
heroes, hungry for triumphs over adversity. Ukraine cer-
tainly qualifies as a nation hungry for all of the above. 
Swimmer Mykhailo Romanchuk is an Olympic record-set-
ter, a two-time Olympic medalist, and Ukraine’s trium-
phant new Olympic hero.

Romanchuk, swimming in lane No. 4, had a reaction 
time of 0.72 seconds, total time of 7:42.33 seconds and 
was 0.46 seconds behind first place finisher American 
Robert Finke, to win a bronze medal in the men’s 800-
meter freestyle event on July 29. Romanchuk had earlier 
set a new Olympic record with his time of 7:41.28 seconds 
in his semifinal heat. His all-out effort in the semifinal 
proved a bit too challenging to match.

Romanchuk added a silver medal in the men’s 1,500-
meter freestyle event on August 1 to go with his 800-meter 
freestyle. Romachuk’s time was 14:40.66 seconds, 1.26 
seconds behind gold medal winner Bobby Finke of the 
United States. The 24-year-old Ukrainian’s late surge 
enabled him to outrace all but the American to the final 
wall. It had been 17 years since a Ukrainian swimmer won 
an Olympic medal. On a personal note, this was the first 
time in three years Romanchuk got the better of his British 
rival, Florian Wellbrook.

Svitolina earns bronze in women’s singles

Elina Svitolina was seeded fourth entering the women’s 
tennis competition at the Tokyo Olympics. Her bronze 
medal victory proved she was at least third best among the 
entrants in singles play. Her path to the bronze went 
through Germany’s Laura Siegemund, 6-3, 5-7, 6-4, 
Austria’s Ajia Tomljanovic, 4-6, 6-3, 6-4, Greece’s Maria 
Sakkari, 5-7, 6-3, 6-4, and Italy’s Camila Giorgi, 6-4, 6-4, 
before a semifinal loss to Czech Marketa Vondrousova, 3-6, 
1-6. Svitolina then rebounded with a gutsy 1-6, 7-6(5), 6-4 
bronze-medal match win over Kazakhstan’s Elena 
Rybakina in which she came all the way back from a 
trouncing in her initial set.

“Coming here, for sure my goal was to win a gold medal, 
and it was extremely tough to lose in the semifinals and 

then try to regroup and come again against a top player 
who is playing really good,” Svitolina said, as reported by 
the ITF website. “To win such a big battle for the bronze 
medal definitely means the world to me. Everyone in 
Ukraine is watching – we don’t win so many medals, you 
know – so for sure, it’s very special for me and for Ukraine.”

Svitolina and men’s tennis star Gael Monfils exchanged 
wedding vows prior to the start of the Summer Olympics, 
but their honeymoon was put on hold due to their partici-
pation at the Games. Monfils, representing France, was 
eliminated in first round action.

More bronze medal wins

Lviv’s Alla Cherkasova won a bronze medal in freestyle 
wrestling (68 kg), defeating Rio Olympics champion Sara 
Dosho from Japan. After losing her semifinal bout to reign-
ing world champion Tamyra Mensah-Stock of the United 
States, she rebounded to pin hometown favorite Dosho. 
The pairing of Marta Fedina and Anastasiya Savchuk 
brought home yet another bronze medal in artistic swim-
ming’s women’s duet. The duo beat out Japan for the 
bronze with a combined score of 189.4620. This was the 

There is nothing new about Ukrainian sports stars tran-
sitioning into politics. Current Kyiv mayor Vitaliy Klitschko, 
who entered the political arena in 2006 upon retiring from 
the ring, may be the most notable. Reigning Greco-Roman 
wrestling world champion Zhan Beleniuk, however, is blaz-
ing a new trail in his homeland. In July 2019 he became the 
first person of mixed race to be elected to Ukraine’s parlia-
ment. Unlike Klitschko, Beleniuk continues his sports career.

Beleniuk won a silver medal at the 2016 Rio Summer 
Olympics. He hopes to go one better in this year’s 2020 
Tokyo Summer Olympics before, in all probability, stepping 
away from the mat for good at age 30. He’s not quite 100 
percent certain that he will retire because so many athletes 
retire and un-retire days/months or years after they initial-
ly announce their retirement.

Encountering racism at an early age

Beleniuk was born in 1991, the year Ukraine broke free 
from the Soviet Union and declared its independence. His 
father was a Rwandan pilot and his mother was a 
Ukrainian dressmaker. His father died fighting in Rwanda’s 
civil war, leaving him to be raised by his Ukrainian family in 
a one-room apartment in Kyiv. He encountered racist abuse 
as a child, which sometimes turned physical back in the 
1990s, when Kyiv was a much more homogenous city than 
it is today. He claims the abuse did not bother him too 
much, although he said he was “too light for Africa, too 
dark for Ukraine” with his mixed heritage. Beleniuk admit-
ted he faced discriminatory attitudes within his own family. 
In an interview with Newsweek several years ago, he 
remarked, “People always fear things that are new and 
unknown.” He recalled his grandmother being afraid of tak-
ing the tram with a black person.

At the age of 9, young Zhan took up the sport of Greco-
Roman wrestling, in part because of his early experiences with 
racism. He had a notion of utilizing success in sports as a 
means of tackling prejudice. At 19, in 2010, he went the pro-
fessional route, winning his first international medal (bronze) 
at the 2012 European Champion ships in Belgrade, Serbia.

The bronze medal victory in 2012 got him on his way to 
the top. The next seven years saw Beleniuk pin down three 
European Championships, a gold and silver medal in the 
European Games, and two gold medals, a silver and a 
bronze medal at the World Championships.

As his success grew on the wrestling mat, so too did his 
displays of patriotism. He was often photographed wearing 
traditional embroidered Ukrainian shirts, and began to cel-
ebrate his victories with a traditional Ukrainian dance, the 
Hopak. In 2017 he joined the Ukrainian army as a junior 
lieutenant, and a year later was awarded an apartment in 
Kyiv by Ukrainian authorities in recognition of his sporting 
achievements.

Speaking out

Beleniuk has been graciously accepted into Ukrainian 
society, in part thanks to the overt pride he has shown in his 
homeland. Nonetheless, the soft-spoken wrestler became 
opinionated with his displeasure at the national team’s 
training facilities. His personal message was that more 
could and should be done to help Ukraine be more competi-
tive, which would bring its citizens pleasure at a time when 
joy is very much needed. Whether suffering through many 
months of a pandemic, or living everyday life in today’s 
Ukraine, successful performances of athletes can brighten 
up daily realities. Wrestlers require little equipment for 
training, basically a mat. He recognized great potential in 

the wrestling field if the Ukrainian government constructed 
more modern training centers for these athletes.

Beleniuk’s public outcry did not go unnoticed by foreign 
wrestling superpowers, which quickly made offers to lure 
the proud Ukrainian into their programs. Unfortunately, 
they were all a waste of time for the man who considers 
himself 100 percent Ukrainian. He received serious offers 
from China, Azerbaijan and other nations where the gov-
ernment’s financial support is more generous for the sport 
of wrestling. Zhan’s reasoning was not because he is such a 
big Ukrainian patriot, but more that he belongs in Ukraine 
and with Ukraine. Anywhere else, he would run the risk of 
not being totally accepted. He recognizes and appreciates 

(Continued on page 15)

(Continued on page 15)

Zhan Beleniuk celebrates his gold medal win in men’s 
87kg GrecoRoman wrestling at the 2020 Tokyo Olympics.

Facebook.com/UkraineUA

Synchronized swimmers Marta Fedina and Anastasiya 
Savchuk won the bronze medal in women’s artistic 

swimming duet.

Facebook.com/noc-ukr.org
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August 14 Virtual concert from Lviv, with violinist Solomia Soroka
Jewett, NY and pianist Arthur Greene, performing works by 
 Berezovsky, Skoryk, Stankovych and Chopin, Music and Art
 Center of Greene County, www.grazhdamusicandart.org

August 21 Ukrainian Village Independence Day Parade, City of Parma, 
Parma, OH Ukrainian Organizations of Ohio and Ukrainian Village 
 Committee, https://ukrainianvillageparma.org 
 (Parade route is along State Road)

August 21-22 Ukrainian Festival, Ukrainian Homestead, 
Lehighton, PA oseliaodwu@gmail.com or 610-377-6561

August 22 Ukrainian Independence Day celebration program and
The Colony, TX lunch, St. Sophia Ukrainian Catholic Church, 
 www.uast.org or daria1215@veerizon.net

August 24 Ukrainian Independence Day flag raising ceremony, 
North Port, FL North Port City Hall, drdanvira@yahoo.com

August 24 30th anniversary Ukrainian Independence Day celebration,
Philadelphia Honorary Consulate of Ukraine in Philadelphia, Ukrainian
 Federation of America, 215-364-1200 or 
 info@UAConsulPhila.org

August 24 Annual celebration of Ukraine’s Independence Day, with flag-
Jenkintown/ raising ceremony at Philadelphia City Hall, evening program at
Philadelphia the Ukrainian Educational and Cultural Center, www.uecc-phila.org

August 24 Flag raising ceremony for the 30th anniversary of Ukraine’s 
Clifton/ independence day, Ukrainian Congress Committee of America,
Passaic, NJ Clifton City Hall, with reception at Ukrainian Center,
 973-470-5800 or 973-473-3379

August 25 Presentation of proclamation celebrating Ukraine’s 30th 
Sarasota, FL anniversary of independence, Sarasota County Administration
 Center, drdanvira@yahoo.com

August 26 Fourth annual USCAK Beach Soccer Tournament, Ukrainian 
Wildwood Crest, Sports Federation of the U.S.A. and Canada, www.uscak.org 
NJ or uscaksports@gmail.com

August 26 Exhibit and presentation with Lesia Kluchynska, “A Radically 
through Different World: Video Works by Contemporary Artists 
September 21 Based in Ukraine,” Ukrainian Institute of America,
New York www.ukrainianinstitute.org or 212-288-8660

Entries in “Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to events 
advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome submissions 
from all our readers. Items will be published at the discretion of the editors 
and as space allows. Please send e-mail to mdubas@ukrweekly.com.

USCAK 4th Annual 
Beach Soccer Tournament 

USCAK 12th Ukrainian 
Beach Volleyball Tournament 

w w w. u s c a k . or g

THURSDAY, August 26, 2021
9 am to 3 pm. Boys and Girls ages 8 to 18.

 Wildwood Crest, NJ, during Ukrainian Week.
Organized teams or pick up players.

email: USCAKsports@gmail.com 

FRIDAY, August 27, 2021
Wildwood Crest, NJ, during Ukrainian Week.

9 am – Teams registration and play 
email USCAKsports@gmail.com 

that all of his supporters are in Ukraine, 
and he chooses not to betray them. He 
believes, sooner or later, positive changes 
will happen.

A louder voice for change   
through politics

When Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy asked Beleniuk to join his politi-
cal party, the two-time wrestling world 
champion immediately agreed. He rea-
soned that this opportunity would provide 
him a louder voice in the country, and a 
more direct platform from which to put a 
stop to racial prejudice, while also improv-
ing sports infrastructure. Beleniuk 
assumed the new president saw qualities 
in him which would assist in promoting the 
development of Ukrainian sports.

The wrestler recognized politics will not 
be as comfortable as training, but was most 
ready, willing and able for the challenge of 
entering a new arena. He relished the 
chance to influence the situation and set 
out to meet the challenge. His election into 
parliament demonstrated, at least to some 
degree, that Ukraine is a more modern 
country that is capable of treating all races 
and ethnic groups equally.

A goal of winning gold

Having attained all wrestling honors 

except one, Beleniuk readily concedes his 
one remaining unfulfilled goal is to win a 
gold medal at Tokyo 2020. To give himself 
the optimum chance of improving on his 
Rio 2016 silver, he has proposed taking a 
temporary unpaid leave from his political 
office to allow him to focus completely on 
competing in Japan.

Now 30 years old, there is the potential 
of switching sports after the Olympic 
Games, with the lucrative world of profes-
sional mixed martial arts a possibility. A 
transition from wrestling to MMA is a pop-
ular move for many in the field. Beleniuk 
questions how effective and appropriate 
such a move would be for himself. He cur-
rently views the two as distinctly different 
sports, leery of his first Octagon appear-
ance destroying all of his positive impres-
sions from his prior career.

If he does proceed to see potential and 
concludes something can positively work 
out for himself, the possibility remains 
open. He’s quick to quip that there have not 
yet been any MPs (Members of Parliament) 
who went on to become MMA champions.

Whether the future is a concentration in 
politics, or becoming an MMA fighter, 
Beleniuk’s talents are seemingly limitless. 
Whichever path he selects, together with 
his personal mission to eliminate prejudice 
from today’s world, mean he is a definitive 
role model for all Ukrainians.

Ihor Stelmach may be reached at iman@
sfgsports.com.

first artistic swimming medal ever won by 
Ukraine at the Olympic Games. Canada’s 
Penny Oleksiak captured her seventh 
career medal on August 1, winning bronze 
in the women’s 4x100-meter medley relay. 
This medal win made her Canada’s most 
decorated Olympic athlete of all time. The 
relay was the final women’s swimming 
event of the Olympics, meaning Oleksiak 
made Canadian history on her final chance 
to do so in Tokyo.

Other noteworthy Ukrainian  
performances

Viktoriia Us finished seventh in the 
canoeing slalom C-1 event with a final time 
of 122.12 seconds, identical to her semifinal 
race time. She had finished eighth in the 
women’s K-1 with a final time of 111.85 sec-
onds. In women’s mountain biking, 
Ukrainian Yana Belomoyna ranked eighth 
with a time of 1:19:40 seconds in women’s 
cross-country. The men’s pair of Oleh Serbin 
and Oleksiy Sereda ended up sixth in the 
diving’s 10-meter synchronized platform 
event with a total of 400.44 points. In men’s 
artistic gymnastics, Ukraine’s foursome 
placed seventh in the team event (floor, 
pommel horse, rings, vault, parallel bars 
and horizontal bar) with a final total of 
246.394 points. The team was made up of 
Illia Kovtun, Petro Pakhnyuk, Ihor Radivilov 

and Yevhen Yudenkov. In judo, Yakiv 
Khammo (+100 kg) came so close to a 
medal, losing his bronze-medal match 
00-10, and finishing fifth overall in his 
weight class. The men’s lightweight double 
sculls in rowing saw the Ukrainian tandem 
of Ihor Khmara and Stanislav Kovalov put 
up a final time of 6:16.92 seconds, good for 
ninth overall. In addition to Romanchuk’s 
bronze medal in the 800-meter freestyle 
swim, fellow-countryman Serhiy Frolov had 
a final time of 7:45.11 seconds to finish 
sixth. Frolov swam to an overall eighth place 
showing in the men’s 1,500-meter freestyle, 
again competing in the final race with 
Romanchuk, the silver medalist. Wrestler 
Lenur Temirov was stopped in his pursuit of 
a bronze medal, losing to China’s Sailike 
Walihan. In the Greco-Roman 60-kg bronze 
medal match the final score was 1-1, but 
Temirov lost on points. The 31-year-old 
Crimean Tatar was born in Uzbek, but com-
petes for his adopted nation of Ukraine.

Tokyo tidbits: As of August 4, Ukraine 
had won a total of 11 medals: one gold, two 
silver and eight bronze, the same total they 
accumulated at the 2016 Summer Olympic 
Games in Rio. Ukrainian wrestler Quedjau 
Nhabali was disqualified in the round of 16 
judo competition for an apparent banned 
move, the elbow lock. Nhabali disagreed 
with the decision, claiming his opponent, 
Uzbekistan’s Davlat Bobonov, screamed 
loudly, influencing the judges present at the 
match. Nhabali insisted his move was a 
simple swoop and not a joint lock.

(Continued from page 14)

Beleniuk...
(Continued from page 14)

Ukraine at the 2020...
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