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by Mark Raczkiewycz

KYIV – Russia’s massive quadrennial 
Zapad (west) war games ended on 
September 16 as Belarusian authorities 
reported that shots were fired at a border 
sign post from Volyn Oblast in Ukraine.

The Zapad-2021 drills, held partly with 
military forces in Belarus, included 
200,000 soldiers, 240 artillery installations, 
290 tanks, 80 aircraft and 15 vessels, 
Russia’s Defense Ministry said.

Russia did not allow monitors from the 
NATO defense bloc to observe the exercis-
es, a move that violated the Vienna 
Document, an international agreement that 
governs military exercises in Europe.

It was the biggest war game in decades. 
For comparison, NATO’s large-scale Trident 
Juncture 18 exercise, which took place in 
2018, involved only 40,000 military per-
sonnel.

Belarus and Ukraine share a 1,200-kilo-
meter border and Minsk reported that 
shots were fired at a border post on its ter-
ritory from Ukraine on September 11 dur-
ing the active phase of the Russia-led mili-
tary drills that started the previous day. 

In response, Ukraine’s Border Guard 
Ser vice said it was investigating the inci-
dent.

The service’s press secretary, Andriy 

Kyiv seeks upgraded military hardware as Russia  
concludes massive Zapad-2021 war games

(Continued on page 9)

by Mark Raczkiewycz

KYIV – Ukraine’s attempt to reform its 
unruly judicial system reached a pivotal 
point on September 13 when the body that 
disciplines judges failed to appoint three of 
its own members to a corresponding ethics 
committee that is supposed to vet mem-
bers of the High Council of Justice (HCJ).

The body, which mainly hires and fires 
judges, didn’t appoint three judges to the 
committee who were to be joined by three 
international experts that were chosen on 
September 10 jointly by a delegation of offi-

cials from the U.S., the European Union, 
Germany, Canada, the United Kingdom, the 
Council of Europe, the U.N. Development 
Program and the European Bank for 
Reconstruction and Development.

As a result, the committee wasn’t formed 
and could not move forward with crucial 
reforms needed to promote the establish-
ment of the rule of law and for the war-torn 
country to continue receiving Western 
financial backing.

The country’s judges are viewed by 

Threat to judicial reform defused after meeting of G-7 
ambassadors, judicial officials, members of parliament

(Continued on page 18)

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy (left) takes part in an on-stage interview 
with BBC journalist Stephen Sackur on September 10 in Kyiv at the yearly Yalta 

European Strategy conference.

Tank gunners from Russia and Belarus jointly launch a massive fire strike in the 
Brest region of Belarus during the quadrennial Zapad-2021 military exercises. Office of the President of Ukraine

Defense Ministry of Russia

Zelenskyy says Ukraine is determined to host Winter Olympics
by Roman Tymotsko

LVIV – Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy said he is determined to see his 
country host the Winter Olympics.

Speaking during a celebration that 
marked the 30th anniversary of the creation 
of the National Olympic Committee of 
Ukraine on September 11, Mr. Zelenskyy said  
he believes there will come a day when the 
Olympic Games will be held in Ukraine.

“The new motto of the Olympic Games is 
‘Faster, Higher, Stronger – Together.’ We 
believe that together we will see our dream 
come true. The big dream is the Olympic 
Games in Ukraine. And I believe in it. I am 
sure that our great state deserves to host 
the Olympic Games,” Mr. Zelenskyy said 
during the celebration.

The president added that winning the 
right to host the Olympic Games in Ukraine 

will not be an easy task.
“But in moments like this,” Mr. Zelenskyy 

said, “I always remember the words of my 
father, the master of sports in weightlifting. 
Weightlifters say that it is always not easy 
to go and try to lift something. It is easy not 
to try and walk away. Therefore, we will try 
on the Olympic Games.”

During the festive events in Kyiv’s 
National Palace of Arts, Mr. Zelenskyy said 
that his government is implementing special 
programs to create the necessary sports 
infrastructure to host the Winter Games, as 
well as the right conditions for training and 
preparation of Ukrainian athletes. 

Vadym Huttsait, the head of Ukraine’s 
Ministry of Youth and Sports, said the gov-
ernment aims to bid for the 2030 Winter 
Olympics or the 2032 Youth Olympic Games.Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy (right) awards International Olympic 

Committee President Thomas Bach the Order of Prince Yaroslav the Wise in Kyiv on 
September 11.

Office of the Ukrainian President

(Continued on page 5)
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Lawmakers try to reverse NS2 waiver

A group of bipartisan lawmakers is seek-
ing to undo U.S. President Joe Biden’s deci-
sion to waive sanctions on the Russian-
owned operator of the Nord Stream 2 
(NS2) pipeline in a last-ditch effort to stop 
it from pumping gas to Europe. An amend-
ment introduced on September 14 by Reps. 
Michael McCaul (R-Texas), Marcy Kaptur 
(D-Ohio), and about eight other lawmakers 
orders the president to impose sanctions 
on any entity responsible for the planning, 
construction or operation of the NS2 pipe-
line. It also authorizes new mandatory 
sanctions to foreign entities and individuals 
responsible for the planning, construction 
and operation of NS2. Completed just last 
week after Mr. Biden waived mandatory 
congressional sanctions in May, the Baltic 
Sea pipeline will bring Russian gas directly 
to Germany, bypassing land routes through 
Ukraine, Belarus and other countries. 
However, it must first receive certification, 
a process that can take several months, 
holding out hope for some lawmakers that 
it can be stopped. Critics say NS2 is 
designed to deprive Ukraine of lucrative 
transit fees and will further strengthen 
Russia’s influence over Europe’s energy 
industry. Ukraine and Poland vehemently 
oppose the project on the grounds that it is 
a national security threat, while Germany 
has steadfastly supported it. The U.S. 
Congress has sided with Kyiv and Warsaw, 
imposing two rounds of mandatory sanc-
tions to stop its completion. However, the 
Biden administration, in an attempt to 
improve frayed ties with Germany, agreed 
to waive the sanctions in exchange for com-
mitments from Berlin to invest in Ukraine’s 
energy industry and push the Kremlin to 
continue to export some gas through the 
country. The amendment sponsored by Mr. 
McCaul and Ms. Kaptur was submitted to 
defense funding legislation under consider-
ation by the House Rules Committee. The 
legislation, known as the National Defense 
Authorization Act (NDAA), has been used 
the past two years to impose sanctions on 
NS2, delaying its completion by more than 
a year. The Rules Committee has a meeting 
scheduled for September 20 to decide 
whether to include the NS2 amendment in 

the NDAA. Lawmakers have the option to 
defer to the House Foreign Affairs 
Committee as it did last year when similar 
legislation was proposed. There is over-
whelming bipartisan support in the U.S. 
House of Representatives for reimposing 
sanctions. Democrats allied with Mr. Biden 
hope to stop the amendment from being 
added to the bill by either committee. 
(RFE/RL)

Russian wanted in Ukraine detained

The Prague City Court has remanded 
Russian citizen Aleksandr Franchetti, who 
is wanted by Ukraine on an international 
arrest warrant, in custody until a decision is 
made on his possible extradition to Kyiv. Mr. 
Franchetti, who was detained at Prague’s 
international airport on September 12, was 
taken to the Pankrac detention center in the 
Czech capital after the court handed down 
its ruling on September 14. Mr. Franchetti is 
wanted by Ukraine for his alleged involve-
ment in Russia’s 2014 annexation of 
Ukraine’s Black Sea region of Crimea. His 
lawyer, Jan Schwartz, immediately appealed 
the court’s decision. Mr. Franchetti has 
admitted to being an active participant in 
the events in Crimea in 2014. Just days 
before Russia’s military occupation of the 
region, he created a paramilitary formation 
called North Wind, which helped seize 
power lines and gas pipelines. In an inter-
view posted on YouTube, Mr. Franchetti 
said he acted in coordination with Russia’s 
naval command at the Crimean port of 
Sevastopol. According to media reports, Mr. 
Franchetti was granted permanent resi-
dence in the Czech Republic in 2000 and 
has worked there as a fitness trainer. He 
says he has never violated international 
law. (RFE/RL’s Russian Service, with 
reporting by iDnes and TASS)

Ukraine requests Franchetti extradition

Ukraine has confirmed it requested that 
Czech authorities detain Aleksandr 
Franchetti, a Russian citizen wanted by 
Kyiv on an international arrest warrant and 
is seeking his extradition. Mr. Franchetti, 
who was detained at Prague’s international 

(Continued on page 12)
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 NEWS ANALYSIS

The following statement was released by 
Ukrainian Americans for Biden (UAB) on 
September 14 following the working visit of 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy to 
the United States.

The meeting between Ukrainian Presi-
dent Volodymyr Zelenskyy and U.S. 
President Joe Biden at the White House, as 
well as President Zelenskyy’s meetings 
with key Cabinet officials and Congress-
ional leaders in Washington was a solid 
success with tangible results. The most 
important outcome: U.S.-Ukraine relations 
are back on solid ground. The agreements 
signed and decisions made during the 
working visit advance U.S.-Ukraine rela-
tions. Ukrainian Americans for Biden (UAB) 
welcomes the return to normalcy and sta-
bility in a relationship both exploited and 
neglected by the previous administration. 
We note that President Zelenskyy is only 
the second European leader to visit the 
White House since President Biden took 
office in January 2021. 

The meetings sent a clear message to the 
world that the U.S. is committed to the suc-
cess of Ukraine and the U.S. will continue to 
support Ukraine in its struggle against 
Russia’s ongoing and increased aggression. 
President Biden made clear that an inde-
pendent, secure and democratic Ukraine is 
a foreign policy priority for the United 
States.   

UAB is encouraged by the Joint 
Statement issued by the United States and 
Ukraine. The document highlights bilateral 
engagement and offers a robust roadmap 

for the revitalization and expansion of the 
two countries’ strategic partnership. The 
Joint Statement includes substantial com-
mitments by the United States to address 
Ukraine’s needs in the defense, security and 
energy sectors, offers support for democra-
cy building and provides for economic, as 
well as humanitarian assistance. The most 
powerful assertion in the Joint Statement is 
the acknowledgement that “Ukraine’s 
struggle is central to the global struggle 
between democracy and autocracy.”

UAB believes additional steps are nec-
essary to bolster the U.S.-Ukraine relation-
ship. The revitalization of the Strategic 
Partnership Commission and upgrade to 
the Charter of Strategic Partnership are 
crucial in this regard. Ukraine must fully 
commit to strengthening rule-of-law and 
eliminating corruption, recognizing the 
role corruption plays as another tool of 
Russian aggression threatening Ukraine’s 
stability. The United States and Ukraine 
must extend maximum efforts, including 
encouraging international partners, to 
implement commitments that strengthen 
Ukraine’s security and defense, such as 
fully addressing the impact of Nord 
Stream 2 completion, and intensifying 
support for Ukraine’s Euro-Atlantic aspi-
rations.  

UAB agrees with President Zelenskyy’s 
assertion that Ukraine is the bulwark pro-
tecting the West from Russian aggression. 
President Biden stated on several occasions 
that the success of Ukraine “is in the vital 

UAB Steering Committee releases statement following 
Ukrainian President Zelenskyy’s White House meeting
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by Bohdan Nahaylo

Independent Ukraine in its most modern 
and sustained incarnation has just turned 
30. But now that the celebrations are over, 
it’s important to pause and take stock.

What do we actually know about the real 
state of things beneath the opaque, yet dis-
tracting, surface of crude politics and still 
pervasive corruption?  These are unpleas-
ant factors, yet they overshadow the endur-
ing resolute resistance to Russia’s aggres-
sion, ongoing complex systemic transforma-
tion and the evolving self-identification and 
aspirations of the state and its people.

But they also overshadow the socio-eco-
nomic dynamics and changes that have 
been occurring and which are having an 
important impact in Ukraine, as well as the 
changing perceptions of Ukraine from out-
side.

To understand contemporary Ukraine, it 
is therefore necessary to see what an hon-
est composite snapshot of current realities 
reveals.

Who indeed are the Ukrainians at this 
stage of their historic development as a 
people and state? For that matter, how 
many of them currently live in Ukraine as 
compared to three decades ago? Are they 
more united, “patriotic” and better off? 
What language do they prefer to speak, and 
what is their sense of what it means to be a 
Ukrainian citizen these days?

Fortunately, we have some recent, 
though tentative, indicators that can help 

answer some of these questions, or at least 
help form a general impression of Ukraine 
today.

The results are rather mixed and cer-
tainly invite sober reflection. While there 
are reasons for optimism, there are also 
issues which give rise to concern.

First, on the issue of demography, there 
is no precise current measure of Ukraine’s 
population. The last census was conducted 
20 years ago. The next count was to have 
taken place in 2020, but it was postponed 
until 2023.  That said, it’s clear that the 
country’s population has shrunk quite dra-
matically over the last three decades.

The last census conducted in the Soviet 
era was in 1989. It revealed that the popu-
lation of the Soviet Ukrainian republic was 
close to 52 million. Of that number, 72.7 
percent of Ukraine’s population was made 
up of ethnic Ukrainians, 22.1 percent was 
Russian and 0.9 percent was Belarusian, 
which formed Ukraine’s third largest ethnic 
group.

The first and so far only census carried 
out in independent Ukraine occurred in 
2001. That count put Ukraine’s population 
at just over 48 million people. According to 
that census, Ukrainians made up 77.8 per-
cent of the country’s population, Russians 
accounted for 17.3 percent of the popula-
tion, and Belarusians made up the third 
largest group with 0.6 percent of the popu-
lation.

Ukraine at 30: What does the mirror show?

(Continued on page 9)

(Continued on page 4)
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Ukrainians in Illinois mark 30th anniversary of Ukraine’s renewed independence with parade and festivities

Ukrainian community of Illinois holds ecumenical prayer and gala concert to mark 30th anniversary of Ukraine’s renewed independence

by Maria Korkatsch-Groszko

CHICAGO – The last weekend of August 
was filled with celebration here as the 
Ukrainian community marked the 30th 
anniversary of Ukraine’s renewed indepen-
dence.

The festivities began on August 27 with 
the raising of the Ukrainian flag in Chicago’s 
Daley Plaza by members of Post 32 of the 
Ukrainian American Veterans. The flag was 
raised alongside the flags of the United 
States and the city of Chicago.

The program, arranged by Oksana 
Chuyko, was organized by members of the 
Ukrainian Congress Committee of America-
Illinois Division (UCCA-Ill.) and the 
Consulate General of Ukraine in Chicago.  

The celebratory program featured Olha 
Tsvyntarna, Vyshyvanka Dance Ensemble, 

the vocal and dance group Elegy and the 
young violinist Yulia Perohozhuk.

A prayer was led by Bishop Benedict 
Aleksiychuk of the Ukrainian Catholic 
Eparchy of Chicago.  Remarks were deliv-
ered by UCCA-Ill. President Ihor Diaczun, 
Consul General of Ukraine in Chicago 
Serhiy Koledov and Cook County Treasurer 
Maria Pappas.

Adrienne Tongate, executive director of 
Chicago Sister Cities International, read a 
proclamation on Ukrainian independence 
from Chicago Mayor Lori Lightfoot.

The Ukrainian community of Chicago 
welcomed honored guests from Dnipro, 
Ukraine, among them Mayor Borys Filatov, 
Director of the Department of Economics 
and Investment Policy Natalia Chernishova 
and Secretary of the City Council Sanzhara 
Oleksandr. Pavlo Bandriwsky served as 

master of ceremonies for the celebration. 
On August 29, 67 Ukrainian community 

civic organizations, as well as 17 churches/
parishes, members of the Chicago 
Association of Crimean Tatars, Belarusians 
in Chicago and members of the Polish com-
munity came together to participate in the 
first Ukrainian parade along Chicago 
Avenue.

Guests included U.S. Reps. Danny K. 
Davis (D-Ill.) and Mike Quigley (D-Ill.); 
Consul General of the Federal Republic of 
Germany in Chicago Wolfgang Moessinger; 
and Ms. Pappas.

Following the parade, Serhiy (Foma) 
Fomenko and Olha Tsventarna concluded 
the weekend celebrations with a selection 
of Ukrainian melodies.  Marta Farion and 

Anatolii Konovaliuk served as masters of 
ceremonies for the parade.

On August 28, in collaboration with the 
Consulate General of Ukraine in Chicago, 
members of St . Andrew Ukrainian 
Orthodox Cathedral in Bloomingdale, Ill., 
hosted a gala concert and an ecumenical 
prayer of thanksgiving for the 30th anniver-
sary of Ukraine’s independence.   

Members of UCCA-Ill. also expressed 
their gratitude to all of the events’ spon-
sors, as well as to the celebrations’ main 
sponsors: Selfreliance Federal Credit Union, 
Heritage Foundation and DVL Express. 

Maria Korkatsch-Groszko, Ph.D., is vice-
president of the Ukrainian Congress 
Committee of America-Illinois Division.

by Maria Korkatsch-Groszko

BLOOMINGDALE, Ill. – Members of the Ukrainian com-
munity in Illinois marked the 30th anniversary of Ukraine’s 
renewed independence with a gala concert and an ecu-
menical prayer on August 28.

The event, held in collaboration with the Consulate 
General of Ukraine in Chicago, was hosted by St. Andrew 
Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral in Bloomingdale, Ill.

John Jaresko, the president of the Church Board of St. 
Andrew Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral, invited Bishop 
Benedict Aleksiychuk of the Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy of 
Chicago to commence the ecumenical prayer of thanksgiv-
ing.

The prayer was continued by the Very Rev. Victor 
Poliarny, the secretary of the Vicariate of the Orthodox 
Church of Ukraine in U.S.A., Canada, Australia and Japan 
and pastor at St. Andrew, and the Rev. Mykola Buriadnyk, 
pastor of St. Joseph the Betrothed Ukrainian Catholic 
Church in Chicago.

Other clergy who participated in the prayer were the 
Rev. Mykhaylo Leshchy shyn, the Very Rev. Serhiy 
Kovalchuk (administrator of St. Nicholas Greek Catholic 
Cathedral in Chicago), the Rev. Dmyt riy Bihun and the Rev. 
Yaroslav Marykot. Responses were sung by the choir of St. 
Andrew.

Members of the Ukrainian American Veterans-Post 32 
posted colors to initiate the prayer, which ended with the 
laying of wreaths at the Holodomor Memorial and at the 
monument to Ukraine’s Heavenly Hundred located at St. 
Andrew Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral in Bloomingdale, Ill.

The gala concert began with the traditional Ukrainian 
dance “Pryvit” performed by Hromovytsia Dance 
Ensemble of Chicago.  The audience then welcomed the 

legendary Ruslana (Lyzhychko), a People’s Artist of 
Ukraine, and Vasyl Popadiuk, known as the “Ukrainian 
Paganini” and founder of the group “Papa Duke Band,” who 
performed alongside Ruslana. The two were joined by 
Timur Polianskiy, a virtuoso musician, composer and 
Honored Artist of Ukraine.

The three performed an incredible and emotionally 
uplifting set that culminated with the performance of 
Ruslana’s famed song “Wild Dances,” which drew a stand-
ing ovation from the audience in St. Andrew’s Concert Hall.

Members of the Hromovytsia Dance Ensemble of Chicago perform during a parade 
on August 29 to mark the 30th anniversary of Ukraine’s renewed independence.

Pictured at the monument dedicated to Ukraine’s Heavenly Hundred located at St. Andrew Ukrainian Orthodox 
Cathedral in Bloomingdale, Ill., are members of the Ukrainian American Veterans-Post 32 (background), as well as 
religious leaders, the consul general of Ukraine in Chicago, Serhiy Koledov (front row wearing a traditional 
Ukrainian embroidered shirt), and Bishop Benedict Aleksiychuk of the Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy of Chicago 

(center, holding a wooden staff).

Members of the dance and vocal group Elegy marched in the parade along Chicago 
Avenue on August 29.

Elena Meloni

(Continued on page 4)

Oksana Kushitska-Momtchilova

Stanley Wlodkowski
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Following the concert, Ruslana talked 
about the event on her Instagram page.

“I received an invitation [to perform] 
from Ukrainians in Chicago and it was 
extremely symbolic for me to meet 

Ukrainians on the other side of the ocean. It 
doesn’t matter where we live. It’s impor-
tant where we are from!” the Ukrainian 
star said.

“I was happy to spend this evening with 
our brothers and sisters. And happy that 
we were together as a family. It was a 
unique atmosphere. And I want to note 
how much we, Ukrainians around the 

world, have changed. If we used to worry 
about whether we will save Ukraine, we 
have no doubts left. And we are already 
thinking about her great path and success!” 
Ruslana said.

Greetings were also read during the gala 

(Continued from page 3)

Ukrainian community...

from several former presidents of Ukraine, 
among them Leonid Kuchma (1994-2005), 
Viktor Yushchenko (2005-2010) and Petro 
Poroshenko (2014-2019).  In their greet-
ings, each highlighted the major achieve-
ments that have been made in Ukraine 
during the past 30 years; and they also 
touched on the contributions made by 
members of St. Andrew’s and the 
Ukrainian diaspora.  

During his remarks, Consul General of 
Ukraine in Chicago Serhiy Koledov spoke 
about the strides Ukraine has made since it 
gained independence in 1991.

“In the 30 years since the day of the res-
toration of the independence, Ukraine has 
come a long way.  We have great achieve-
ments in culture, sports, science. … I see 
success in the future of Ukraine.  It is high-
tech, industrial, a leader in the introduction 
of modern technologies, the breadbasket of 
Europe and the world, democratic and 
attractive for the immigration of talented 
people, the homeland of wealthy and 
healthy citizens,” Mr. Koledov said. 

Oleksandr Chorniy served as the master 
of ceremony for the evening, which con-
cluded with dancing to the music of 
Rendezvous.

The organizers of the gala thanked the 
event’s sponsors: Selfreliance Federal 
Credit Union, The Heritage Foundation, 
SK&DA Fund, Walter and Tamara Bratkiv, 
KYS Express, Solutions Financial, Natalie 
Acevedo, Dovbenko Agency and Vare ny-
chok.

Maria Korkatsch-Groszko, Ph.D., is vice-
president of the Church Board of St. Andrew 
Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral  in 
Bloomingdale, Ill.

Members of the Hromovytsia Dance Ensemble of Chicago perform the “Pryvit.”
Oksana Kushitska-Momtchilova

national interest” of both the United States 
and Europe. 

The Biden-Zelenskyy meeting at the 
White House was a necessary step to solid-
ify U.S.-Ukraine relations. We encourage 
President Biden to travel to Ukraine within 
the next 15 months. A frequent visitor to 
Ukraine in the past, a trip as president 
would send a powerful signal of American 
support for Ukraine. 

Signed by the Steering Committee of 
Ukrainian Americans for Biden:

Chrystia Balko Slywotzky, Orest Deycha-
kiwsky, Marta Farion, Andrew Fedynsky, 
Irene Jarosewich, Khristina Lew, Ulana 
Mazur kevich, Adrian Slywotzky, Mark N.V. 
Temnyc ky, Halyna Traversa and Tania 
Vitvitsky

(Continued from page 2)

UAB Steering...

Vasyl Popadiuk (on violin) and Ruslana Lyzhychko perform the Ukrainian pop star’s 
song “Wild Dances.”

Oksana Kushitska-Momtchilova
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Budding Odesa-based volunteer NGO celebrates fourth anniversary

by Roman Tymotsko

ODESA – The Odesa-based non-govern-
mental organization Ukrainian Volunteer 
Service (UVS), a group that aims to pro-
mote a culture of volunteering, celebrated 
its fourth anniversary on August 29 with a 
gathering at the Odesa Fine Arts Museum.  
The event drew together members, part-
ners and participants of the group’s proj-
ects in order to highlight the successes and 
chart a course for the future.

“Our mission is to develop a culture of vol-
unteering and mutual assistance in Ukraine,” 
said the head of the NGO, Anna Bondaren-
ko, who founded the group in 2017.

At that time, a team of activists from 
Odesa realized that they wanted to develop a 
culture of volunteering to become popular in 
Ukraine because they believe doing so will 
help strengthen civil society in the country.

During the organization’s first four years 
of activity, UVS has engaged more than 
35,000 people in Ukraine who have taken 
on different volunteer projects. The NGO 
says that 1,000 graduates of its programs 
continue to participate and develop volun-
teering in different regions of the country, 
and more than 500,000 people have 
learned about volunteering as a result of 
the organization’s informational campaigns.

UVS focuses on developing a culture of 
volunteering in regions of Ukraine where 
that culture is most necessary. The group 
works on social assistance, advocacy and 
education.

“Recent years have proven that volun-
teering is part of the DNA of every 
Ukrainian,” Ms. Bondarenko said.

“However, there are still a large number 
of stereotypes that prevent participation in 

volunteer projects,” she added. “Dispelling 
these stereotypes is part of the activity of 
the Ukrainian Volunteer Service. It is not 
enough to work only in the information 
field. It is important to show the stories of 
volunteers involved in solving social prob-
lems not only in big cities but also in 
Drohobych, Zhmerynka and Horishni 
Plavny,” she said, references smaller towns 
and cities in Ukraine.

One of the first projects the group under-
took was Volunteer Agents, which aims to 
develop civil society in different Ukrainian 
regions. Most of the volunteering activity in 
Ukraine is concentrated in large cities – 
Kyiv, Lviv, Kharkiv, Dnipro, Odesa – and 
many projects are conducted in the areas 
near Russia-occupied territories in the 
country’s east. However, engagement in vol-
unteering is comparably low in other areas 
– even in regional centers. Social activity in 
small towns and villages is even lower.

As a result, UVS came up with the Volun-
teer Agents program – an annual event dur-
ing which volunteers from different parts of 
Ukraine work on developing a culture of 
volunteering in their towns.

Each year the organization selects 30 par-
ticipants from 15 cities for the project. 
During the fourth anniversary celebration, 
UVS held a graduation ceremony for the 
alumni of the Volunteer Agents’ third season.

The program consists of intensive train-
ing, personal growth through mentoring 
and volunteer projects in small towns to 
develop a volunteer movement. During the 
program, participants create local projects 
in their hometowns. Every year organizers 
select new Volunteer Agents who become 
coordinators of volunteer communities in 
their cities and strengthen the local com-

munity and non-profit organizations. The 
project is supported by the National 
Endowment for Democracy.

“When the Ukrainian Volunteer Service 
was just established, we wanted people to 
hear more about volunteering, talk more 
about it and make volunteering a big deal 
in Ukraine,” said Olena Vuzka, an opera-
tions manager at UVS.

“Over time, we realized that we started 
talking more about volunteering, and there 
were a lot of information sources with dif-
ferent opportunities to engage in it. This led 
to another challenge – there was an over-
flow of information, which was not struc-
tured,” Ms. Vuzka said.

Ukrainian Volunteer Service also faced 
the problem that it was easy to find volun-
teering opportunities in a big city but very 
challenging for people to do so in small 
towns or villages.

“That’s why we always dreamed of creat-
ing a place where people can start finding 
their way in volunteering, and, from March 
2021, it became the Volunteer Platform,” 
Ms. Vuzka said.

Volunteer Platform is an online portal 
that aggregates different volunteer oppor-
tunities from all over Ukraine. The project 
aims to improve the way people volunteer 
in order to bring about significant change 
in the country, according to UVS, which cre-
ated the platform along with UNICEF, 
Ukraine’s Ministry of Youth, and the IT 
company SoftServe.

The platform creates a bridge between 
non-profit organizations, activists and vol-
unteers. It helps to find like-minded people 
quickly and unites so that they can make 
positive impact in their community. In 

“We are looking at the 2030 and 2032 
Olympics,” Mr. Huttsait said. “We estimate 
where to host the games in Ukraine, how 
much it will cost. We look more at the 
Winter Olympics [2030]. We are also dis-
cussing the Youth Olympic Games [2032] or 
even the ambitious goal of hosting the 
Summer Olympics.”

Ukraine’s sports officials believe that “in 
10 years we will have developed [the nec-
essary infrastructure] in the country, and 
we will be able to hold the Olympic Games,” 
Mr. Huttsait said.

“We need to set ambitious goals. Holding 
the Olympics is a great goal for us. What are 
the Olympics? We will build infrastructure, 
and we will involve everyone. There will be 
vacancies so that people do not go abroad 
but work in Ukraine to build sports facili-
ties. Tourists will come to us,” Mr. Huttsait 
added.

Mr. Zelenskyy had a chance to pitch the 
idea directly to Thomas Bach, the president 
of the International Olympic Committee 
(IOC), who also attended the celebration in 
Kyiv.

According to the Ukrainian president’s 
office, Mr. Zelenskyy told the IOC president 
that Ukraine is determined to host the 
Winter Olympic Games, and that he was 
preparing to send a delegation to the IOC 
headquarters in Lausanne, Switzerland, as 
soon as possible.

Mr. Bach said during the celebration in 
Kyiv that he welcomed a bid from Ukraine 

to host the Winter Games, “given the great 
sports tradition of Ukraine, and after hav-
ing seen an awe-inspiring presentation of 
the most recent sports and sports infra-
structure in the country.”

During the celebration, Mr. Zelenskyy 
congratulated Mr. Bach on the successful 
and safe completion of the Olympic Games 
in Tokyo. The two men both noted the out-
standing performance of Ukraine’s athletes, 
and Mr. Zelenskyy thanked Mr. Bach for the 
continuing long-term support of Ukrainian 
sport. As a result, Mr. Zelenskyy awarded 
the IOC president the Order of Prince 
Yaroslav the Wise.

“Today, all of Ukraine is celebrating 
because it is difficult to find a corner of the 
country that could not bring up a champi-
on, medalist or participant in the Olympic 
Games,” Mr. Bach said.

The process of selecting a host country 
for the Olympic Games is done by the IOC in 
two stages. The country, city or region 
which wants to host the games sends a del-
egation to the IOC headquarters, where it 
enters into a dialogue with the Commission 
for Determining the Future Host. Ukraine 
has said it will send a delegation to the IOC 
as soon as possible.

In the second stage, the same commis-
sion conducts a thorough audit of the dif-
ferent host bids to ensure they have the 
infrastructure and resources needed to 
host the Olympic Games. A winning bid is 
then selected during an ordinary IOC ses-
sion by a majority of its delegates.

In July 2019, Mr. Zelenskyy said Ukraine 
should compete for the right to host the 
Olympic Games. A year later, in September 

2020, Mr. Zelenskyy set a goal that 
Ukraine’s Ministry of Youth and Sports 
should bid for the Olympics in Ukraine.

The selection of the host of the 2030 
Olympics is to take place either in February 
2022 in Beijing or 2023 in Mumbai. The 
exact date are still unknown.

If Ukraine bids to host the 2030 Olympic 
Games, it will have at least four rivals: 
Vancouver (announced its application; the 
city hosted the 2010 Games); Sapporo, 
Japan (announced its application; the city 
hosted the 1972 Games); Salt Lake City, 
Utah (announced its application; the city 
hosted the 2002 Games); Spain, France and 
Andorra (a joint application by three coun-
tries). Norway (Lillehammer) and Russia 
(Ufa) have also said they intend to submit 
applications.

Earlier, in 2011, at the initiative of then-
President Viktor Yanukovych, Ukraine sub-
mitted a bid for the 2022 Winter Olympics. 
Presumably, Lviv and the ski resort Bukovel 
would have hosted the games.

Mr. Zelenskyy said in his speech during 
Ukraine’s Olympic Committee anniversary 
that some Olympic champions who won 
medals and represented the Ukrainian 
national team were forced to leave their 
homeland due to the state’s negligent atti-
tude towards athletes.

“I want to change this. I want Ukrainian 
athletes to always feel [the way they do] on 
the podium, not just for three minutes 
every four years. No one has the right to 
organize hate campaigns against them on 
social media.  I want them to feel respect-
ed,” Mr. Zelenskyy said, referring to Zhan 
Beleniuk, who faced a barrage of racial 

abuse in Ukraine even he become the coun-
try’s lone gold medal winner at the 2020 
Summer Olympics.

Mr. Zelenskyy said that Ukraine must 
create the right conditions to develop 
future Ukrainian champions.

“Therefore, we have started to renovate 
and build the sports infrastructure, first of 
all for children. This is very important 
because love for sports should be nurtured 
from childhood,” Mr. Zelenskyy said.

Ukraine plans to rebuild and construct 
18 sports boarding schools for children and 
a sports boarding school for orphans, Mr. 
Zelenskyy said, adding that his government 
intends to develop 100 children’s and youth 
sports schools, school stadiums and swim-
ming pools throughout the country.

“We have started the Healthy Ukraine 
program. I am proud of this program. It 
provides the construction of 2,000 parks 
for activities in Ukraine, 10,000 sports 
grounds, 19 ice arenas throughout the 
country and 100 stadiums,” the president 
said.

In addition, the Healthy Ukraine pro-
gram envisages the construction of multi-
functional complexes in each region of 
Ukraine capable of hosting world-class 
competitions.

“We have made sport a strategic direc-
tion of the state,” he said.

At the 2020 Olympics in Tokyo, Ukraine 
took 44th place in the medal standings, 
winning 19 medals: one gold, six silver and 
12 bronze medals. At the Paralympic 
Games, Ukraine took fifth place overall, 
winning 98 medals: 24 gold, 47 silver and 
27 bronze.

(Continued from page 1)

Zelenskyy says...

Group aims to build a culture of volunteering 
throughout Ukraine

(Continued on page 11)

Members of the NGO Ukrainian Volunteer Service celebrated the organization’s 
fourth anniversary with an event at the Odesa Fine Arts Museum on August 29.

Ukrainian Volunteer Service
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We knew that it would take some time to see whether Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy did enough to persuade U.S. President Joe Biden during 
their White House meeting on September 1 that the U.S. president needed to do 
more to help Ukraine fend off a barrage of ongoing Russian aggression against 
Ukraine.  That belligerence has taken on various forms, be it via Russia’s design 
to use the Nord Stream 2 pipeline as an economic weapon against Ukraine, or 
through an all-out war in eastern Ukraine, where the country’s military has 
come under increasing assault in recent weeks.

More than 60 Ukrainian soldiers have been killed and some 150 troops have 
been wounded so far this year in the war fighting Russian-armed formations in 
Ukraine’s two easternmost regions of Luhansk and Donetsk.

Asked during the annual Yalta European Strategy summit on September 10 
whether there was a chance of a large-scale war with Russia, Mr. Zelenskyy said 
it would be the “worst thing,” though he did not rule out the possibility.  “There 
is such a possibility,” he said, but it would be Russia’s “biggest mistake.”  Which 
is precisely why membership in the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) 
is a major priority for Ukraine, as Article 5 of the NATO charter states that an 
attack on any member of the organization would be considered an attack on all 
of its members.  That article is often referred to as the mutual defense clause.

With regard to the Nord Stream 2 pipeline, a September 15 report by Diane 
Francis in the Atlantic Council’s UkraineAlert noted that Russian President 
Vladimir Putin is attempting to weaponize Russian gas supplies to Europe.

“With construction work on Russia’s controversial energy pipeline now 
finally complete, critics say the Kremlin is artificially pushing up gas prices in a 
bid to speed up the lengthy certification process and make the pipeline opera-
tional. Such maneuvers would appear to justify earlier fears over Vladimir 
Putin’s weaponization of Russian energy supplies to the EU, but there has yet to 
be any significant response from Washington, Berlin, or Brussels,” Ms. Francis 
wrote.

Indeed, we too are perplexed by Mr. Biden’s actions on Nord Stream 2, but it 
is important to note that there is a significant and co-equal branch of the feder-
al government which seems rightly hellbent on doing what they can to stop cer-
tification of Mr. Putin’s pet pipeline project.  U.S. Reps. Michael McCaul 
(R-Texas), Marcy Kaptur (D-Ohio) and a bipartisan group of some eight other 
lawmakers on September 14 introduced an amendment that orders the presi-
dent to impose sanctions on any entity responsible for the planning, construc-
tion or operation of the Nord Stream 2 pipeline.  We commend this group of 
lawmakers for continuing to fight to stop the pipeline, and we urge all of our 
readers to contact their representatives immediately to let them know you sup-
port the legislation, known as the National Defense Authorization Act.

The Ukrainian Weekly

Forty-five years ago, on September 19, 1976, a monument 
bust of Ukrainian poetess Lesia Ukrainka was unveiled at the 
Soyuzivka Heritage Center.

During the unveiling ceremonies, attended by more than 
2,000 people, Natalka Chuma recited a verse from the poem 
“Contra Spem Spero” by Ukrainka. “Up the steep pathway on the 

rocky flinty hill, I’ll bear my rocky burden all day long. And though I carry such a load, I 
still shall keep my heart and sing a happy song.”

Created by sculptor Mykhailo Czereshniowsky, the bronze bust sits atop a granite base, 
superimposed on a rock near the Vorokhta building, opposite a bust of Taras Shevchenko 
that was created by sculptor Alexander Archipenko. The erection of the monument was 
overseen by Mary Dushnyck, vice president of the Ukrainian National Association, who was 
chairperson of its women’s committee that undertook the project. UNA Supreme Advisor 
Anna Haras introduced other members of the committee that included Dr. Anne Chopek, 
Tekla Moroz, Maria Demydchuk-Czuczman and UNA Treasurer Ulana Diachuk (who was 
not present, as she was attending a UNA District Committee meeting in Chicago).

Following a spontaneous singing of the U.S. national anthem, Ms. Dushnyck opened the 
festivities and welcomed Prof. Isydora Kosach-Barysova, Lesia Ukrainka’s sister, and all 
guests. Prof. Borysova, assisted by Ms. Dushnyck and UNA President Joseph Lesawyer, 
together unveiled the monument and cut a blue-and-yellow ribbon. Prof. Borysova also 
sprinkled the monument with soil brought from Ukraine.

As part of the unveiling, the Rev. Ivan Mak of Holy Trinity Ukrainian Catholic Church in 
Kerhonkson, N.Y., the Rev. Dr. Bohdan Woloshyn, the Very Rev. Artemy Selepyna, head of 
the Consistory of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the U.S.A., and the Rev. Joseph 
Lukaszewycz, each sprinkled the monument with holy water.

Dr. Larissa M.L. Onyshkevych, principal speaker at the ceremony, reminded the guests 
that, “Lesia Ukrainka herself never compromised her principles, nor her talents, nor val-
ues; she never dimmed the light nor the intensity of her own fire – whatever situations 
she had to face in life. Thus her message is doubly relevant today.”

The afternoon celebrations included a concert program with performances by Moloda 
Dumka of New York (a boys and girls choir), a female vocal quintet, recitations by Iwanna 
Kononiw and Ms. Chuma and a girls septet from the Taras Shevchenko School of Ukrainian 
Studies in Lachine, Quebec, (accompanied by Andrij Harasymovych of the band 
Rushnychok).

Sept.
19
1976

Turning the pages back...

The following statement was released on 
September 11 by the Archeparchy of 
Philadelphia of the Ukrainian Catholic 
Church.

Glory to Jesus Christ!
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ!
On September 11, 2001, the United 

States of America experienced the darkest 
hour in its recent history – the deadly ter-
rorist attack that claimed the lives of nearly 
3,000 people. 

Twenty years have passed, but we still 
feel the consequences of the tragedy that 
shook the world and caused profound trau-
ma in the global community. In one day, we 
lost our sense of invulnerability. After 
September 11, we – our nation and all 
humanity – became a deeply wounded peo-
ple. 

But this is not where the story ends.  
After September 11, 2001, we saw suffer-
ing and death, pain and sorrow, but also 
courage, sacrifice, unity and resurrection. 
During the attacks, evil manifested itself to 
be conquered by heroic love. 

“Here in New York, we just don’t remem-
ber 9/11 — we celebrate 9/12,” commented 
Cardinal Timothy Dolan quoting one of the 
New York priests. This is our most precious 
memory – we remember the unspeakable 
tragedy and we remember what happened 
next. We remember solidarity, witness, 
prayer, service and hope. In his appeal 
issued right after the attacks, Metropolitan 
Stefan Soroka focused on hope.

“Christians are called to be primary 
instruments of hope and comfort to our fel-
low brothers and sisters … as opposed to 
be avenues of despair. Choose to be mes-
sengers of compassion and hope,” he told 

our fellow faithful of the Philadelphia 
Metropolia. We believe that this call is rele-
vant today. The world has changed but 
many challenges remain, particularly the 
struggle for basic human rights and human 
dignity. Just as 20 years ago, we need peace 
and justice, which cannot be attained with-
out repentance and forgiveness, faith and 
sacrifice.

Today the whole world is united in 
prayer for those who lost their lives during 
the attacks. We join the global supplication 
remembering in a special way before God 
12 9/11 victims of Ukrainian descent.

We encourage our priests and faithful to 
join together in prayer to remember those 
who died, were injured or lost loved ones. 
Let us pray for strength, healing and conso-
lation. Let us pray for hope that conquers 
despair, peace that overcomes war, good 
that is stronger than evil, love that lives lon-
ger than hatred, life that triumphs over 
death. Let us put our hope and faith in Him 
who trampled death by death and gave 
eternal life to those in the tombs. 

Eternal memory! 
+ Borys Gudziak 

Archbishop of Philadelphia for Ukrainians 
Metropolitan of Ukrainian Catholics in the 

United States

+ Paul Chomnycky, OSBM 
Eparch of Stamford

+ Вenedict Aleksiychuk 
Eparch of St. Nicholas in Chicago

+ Bohdan J. Danylo  
Eparch of St. Josaphat in Parma

+ Andriy Rabiy 
Auxiliary Bishop of Philadelphia

Archeparchy of Philadelphia issues statement  
commemorating victims of September 11

(Continued on page 7)

Crippling NS2

 FOR THE RECORD

Dear Editor:

I read with interest Roman Tymotsko’s 
report about Ukrainian President Volody-
myr Zelenskyy’s speech at Stanford Univer-
sity that appeared in the September 12 
issue of The Ukrainian Weekly. Regret tably, 
the reporter missed two crucial details. 
Introducing President Zelenskyy, Michael 
McFaul, director of the Freeman Spogli 
Institute for International Studies, empha-
sized the historical significance of the fact 
that this was the first visit of a Ukrainian 
president to Stanford University. Toward 
the end of a lengthy question and answer 
exchange, Larry Diamond, professor of 
political science at Stanford, America’s lead-

ing scholar of democracy and the author of 
“Ill Winds: Saving Democracy from Russian 
Rage, Chinese Ambition, and American 
Complacency,” came up to the microphone. 
He asked for the president’s advice on how 
to stave off the rising authoritarianism that 
challenges our world order. President 
Zelenskyy replied that Ukraine is a nation 
that shares democratic values with its part-
ners. Therefore, Ukraine’s leaders must be 
present at the negotiation table when the 
great powers decide the fate of the world. 

Dr. Victoria A. Malko 
Department of History 

California State University, Fresno
Fresno, Calif.

Two crucial details missing from the story 
on Zelenskyy’s visit to Stanford University

 LETTER TO THE EDITOR

GUideLiNeS FoR LetteRS to the editoR
The Ukrainian Weekly welcomes letters to the editor that react to articles pub-

lished on its pages. Opinions expressed by letter writers are their own and do not 
necessarily reflect the opinions of either The Weekly editorial staff or its publisher, 
the Ukrainian National Association. 

Letters must be signed (anonymous letters are not published) and the city from 
which they are sent will be published under the author’s name. However, the day-
time phone number, e-mail address and complete mailing address of the letter-
writer must be given for verification purposes. 

The leNgTh of leTTeRs cANNoT exceeD 250 woRDs. Letters may be edited 
or abridged. The Weekly reserves the right to edit for clarity, civility and accuracy. 

Letters should be sent to staff@ukrweekly.com or to The Ukrainian Weekly, 
2200 Route 10, P.o. Box 280, Parsippany, NJ 07054.
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by Askold s. lozynskyj

In the history of U.S.-Ukraine relations, it 
was a long-time coming. The Biden-
Zelenskyy summit did happen within the 
language of “this summer.” There were two 
brief postponements, but, if anything, they 
contributed to the duration of a meeting 
scheduled for only one hour but one that 
actually lasted for two. At least Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy boasted 
that the length of the meeting was indica-
tive of success. More likely, length was irrel-
evant, at best a concession to or reward for 
President Zelenskyy’s patience.

Cynicism in geopolitical analysis is not 
inappropriate here since the partners 
appear much disparate. Ukrainians should 
not be satisfied simply because this was a 
White House meeting, one which never 
took place under former U.S. President 
Donald Trump. The joint statement was 
political rhetoric and symbolic at best, 
matching what came from Ukraine’s NATO 
Enhanced Opportunities Partnership 
accord in 2020.

“We intend to continue our robust train-
ing and exercise program in keeping with 
Ukraine’s status as a NATO Enhanced 
Opportunities Partner,” read a portion of 
the joint statement issued by the White 
House following Mr. Zelenskyy’s meeting 
with U.S. President Joe Biden.

Five other countries have such enhanced 
opportunities specific to their own issues, 
Australia, Georgia, Finland, Jordan and 
Sweden. None of them, except Georgia, are 
legitimate NATO candidates or have 
expressed even a desire for membership. 
And, certainly, Georgia has very little fire-
power to offer.

According to this NATO EOP, Ukraine 
would participate in planning operations, 
have access to all exercises, hold sessions at 
NATO headquarters and command struc-
tures, and, perhaps most importantly, have 
an opportunity to cooperate in maintaining 
security in the Black Sea.

In reality not much has changed with 
Ukraine-NATO training since 2020, but 
Black Sea exercises would be a welcome 
addition where the U.S. has been largely 
lacking, and security in the Black Sea is of 
great concern to Ukraine. Additional 
Javelins are important as is the additional 
60 million dollars in lethal and nonlethal 
aid that came from Mr. Zelenskyy’s trip to 
the U.S. However, reiterating meaningless 
language in the 2021 NATO Summit from 
the 2008 Bucharest Summit in fact was a 
slap in Ukraine’s already red face.

In essence while this White House sum-
mit was not a nothing event, it was certain-
ly less than Ukraine hoped, wants and 
needs. Most definitely, Ukraine deserves 
better. The phrase “beggars can’t be choos-
ers” comes to mind. Well, militarily Ukraine 
is not a beggar, even if it often behaves as 
such. It has the second largest military in 
Europe. In Ukraine’s case, this is diplomacy 

to an extreme.
There were amusing moments during 

the summit. Ukraine was probably disap-
pointed by the lack of a joint press confer-
ence, but this was not Ukraine’s call nor its 
fault. President Biden would not have been 
able to handle a press conference during 
which the press would have excoriated him 
for a bungled pull-out from Afghanistan.

“Ukraine plans to continue taking steps 
to enhance democratic civilian control of 
the military,” read the joint statement 
issued by the White House following Mr. 
Zelens kyy’s meeting with President Biden.

It is always amusing when the United 
States attempts to teach others about the 
theoretical need for civilian control over 
the military. Waivers notwithstanding, U.S. 
Gens. Jim Mattis or Llyod Austin should 
never have qualified as Defense Secreta-
ries in that case. As to the most recent 
commanders-in-chief in both countries, 
that is quite suspect in terms of their capa-
bility. President Trump was a military buf-
foon, often embarrassing the Pentagon and 
he was considered totally incompetent by 
the generals there.  President Biden is a lit-
tle more astute with no military back-
ground. President Zelenskyy’s military 
background is non-existent and even his 
political expertise stems only from having 
played a president on television.

The bottom line is that such political 
public events ought to be more straightfor-
ward with less grandstanding, less spin 
and more substance, if only to gain credi-
bility. It appears that the script was writ-
ten entirely in Washington by some rela-
tively inept but overbearing screenwriters. 
This takes the blame away somewhat from 
the two presidents.

Having levelled these criticisms, never-
theless I feel this event was politically effec-
tive even if lacking in real substance. 
Interestingly, despite American proclama-
tions of support for Ukraine measured in 
billions since 2014, the real modus operan-
di, and properly so, for President Zelenskyy 
is and should be to wear down the Biden 
administration on Ukraine’s NATO mem-
bership. After all the meeting did not go 
down well in Russia. The topics of Crimea, 
Donbas and U.S. participation on the high-
est level in peace talks in the ongoing war 
with Russia were peppered throughout the 
talks and President Zelenskyy’s press con-
ference.  Russian President Vladimir Putin 
could not have been happy.

Hopefully, that redline of NATO member-
ship, seemingly so distant, yet on the hori-
zon, is becoming more visible. Summits are 
momentary events. Their follow up reveals 
their efficacy. Much remains to be done, but 
this was a step in the right direction.

The White House summit
 COMMENTARY

Once upon a time there was a Yiddish 
language newspaper in New York called 
Forverts (in English, The Forward). 
Founded in 1897 by the Jewish Socialist 
Press Federation, the newspaper was 
devoted to Jewish trade unionism and 
democratic socialism.

Like the Ukrainian gazette Svoboda in 
its early years, Forverts also offered 
English lessons to its readers, as well as 
civic advice regarding life in America. 
Under the leadership of Abraham Cahan, 
editor from 1903 to 1951, Forverts 
attained a readership of some 200,000 by 
World War I.

Early in February and March of 1932, 
Mendel Osherowitch, a Jewish Ukrainian 
working at Forverts, was sent to Ukraine 
on assignment to learn about life in Soviet 
Ukraine. He was to go to theaters, market-
places, cabarets, shops, Jewish houses of 
learning and to speak with Jews and non-
Jews.

Osherowitch, who was born in Ukraine 
and spoke fluent Ukrainian, Russian and 
Yiddish, was perfect for the task. He arrived 
in Ukraine on the eve of the Holodomor. 
Demographers estimate that the excess 
death rate at the time had already reached 
600 people per day. By late March 1933, it 
was 9,000 people per day.

Osherowitch observed, recorded and 
published a chronicle in Yiddish of his trav-
els titled “How People Live in Soviet 
Russia: Impressions from a Journey.” In his 
introduction, Osherowitch wrote: “It has 
become fashionable to brand anyone an 
‘enemy of Russia’ who doesn’t conceal the 
truth about how life there is now very diffi-
cult … Only foreigners can indulge in the 
pleasure of claiming Soviet Russia is a 
great laboratory where an ‘interesting 
experiment’ is being conducted on 160 
million individuals.”

“And so I went,” he wrote. “Went with 
the best of intentions, with the best of 
wishes … It was clear to me that life in 
Soviet Russia couldn’t, as yet, be a paradise 
… The reality I saw in the few weeks I trav-
elled across Soviet Russia, that grey, hard 
and sad reality, far exceeded anything I had 
imagined beforehand.” Osherowitch was 
not really a foreigner. Nor did he conceal 
the truth.

Unfortunately, his opus was published 
in Yiddish, read by a limited, often critical 
audience. Prof. Lubomyr Luciuk, who edit-
ed the English version of Osherowitch’s 
monograph, wrote that finding someone to 
translate Yiddish into English in 2018 was 
no easy task. “This chore was ably accom-
plished by Sharon Power, whose work was 
made possible thanks to the generosity, 
goodwill and encouragement of Karen and 
Russ Chelak.” The book was published by 
Kashtan Press in 2021.

So, what do we learn from Oshero-
witch’s travels during Holodomor eve? 
Quite a bit. His first stop was Moscow, 
where he observed that from “everyone 
emanates a greyness, a rustic hardness.” In 
one of the communal houses, he met a 
13-year-old girl who, upon learning he was 
an American, declared that he was to be 
greatly pitied. Asked why, she replied: 
“Because it is so bad in America, of 
course!” Nothing Osherowitch said could 
convince her otherwise. He soon discov-

ered that the “things are bad in America” 
refrain was repeated by young people 
throughout his visit.

When Osherowitch met with a certain 
lady to whom he was to pass along a greet-
ing from her relatives in America, the sen-
timent was quite different, however. 
Looking all around, she said with a deep 
sigh: “This is not a life, only a nightmare, an 
evil dream … We’re drowning, we’re going 
under, lost in a sea of beautiful phrases.” 
That sentiment was also repeated many 
times during his travels.

Before he left Moscow for Ukraine, 
Osherowitch mentioned his plans to peo-
ple he met. One of them told him to take 
bread. “People there are dying from hun-
ger. I couldn’t understand this,” he wrote. 
“Had Ukraine not always been the bread-
basket for all of Russia? What did this 
mean, having to take bread with you to 
Ukraine?” Osherowitch found out soon 
enough. By the time he reached Ukraine, 
the words he heard spoken over and over 
again were, “I am hungry, give me bread.”

Osherowitch’s home town of Trostianets 
was especially depressing. His mother, of 
course, was delighted, ecstatic to see him 
after his many years of absence, but that 
was about the only joy he experienced.

Trostianets had once been a lively com-
mercial center with a sugar factory that 
employed hundreds and provided a living 
for local farmers who brought wagon loads 
of sugar beets to sell. Now it was different. 
Now only a small section of the factory 
functioned, producing what was always 
plentiful. Vodka.

“There is nothing left in the town that 
does not bear the stamp of the new 
regime,” Osherowitch wrote in his travel 
log, “including the destruction, the squalor 
and the terribly oppressive nature of life.

Osherowitch leaves his readers with 
many other impressions of his two-month 
sojourn. Young people were optimistic. 
“We are building a glorious future.” Older 
people were generally fearful. “Whom 
must we guard against? Our own children!”

As measured by who rode in first class 
rail cars, the engineers, the military and 
the secret police, life was pretty good com-
pared to the general population. The for-
mer were the future. The latter the past. 
They were expendable.

Overall, the book is an easy read, writ-
ten comprehensively in journalistic style. 
As with all honest accounts of Soviet life, it 
can be very depressing at times.

So, given the horrendous events that fol-
lowed his visit, and the denials which 
appeared in the American press, why 
didn’t the author publish his monograph in 
English? Prof. Luciuk, the editor, offers pos-
sible answers in the beginning of 
Osherowitch’s discourse. That alone is 
worth the price of the book.

Ukrainians interested in the Soviet-
orchestrated Holodomor calamity from a 
socialist, Jewish American perspective are 
urged to read this book. It is available from 
Kashtan Press, 849 Wartman Ave., 
Kingston, ON, Canada, K7M 2Y6 for $50 
(including shipping and handling). Go for 
it. Don’t wait!

Myron Kuropas’s e-mail address is  
kuropas@comcast.net.

Mendel Osherowitch and Holodomor eve

Askold S. Lozynskyj is an attorney at law 
based in New York City who served as presi-
dent of the Ukrainian World Congress in 
1998-2008.

The ceremonies were attended by vari-
ous Ukrainian diaspora organizations, rep-
resentatives of the World Committee to 
Commemorate the 100th Anniversary of 
Lesia Ukrainka’s Birth and the Ukrainian 
Bicentennial Committee of America.

Mr. Lesawyer thanked Prof. Borysova, 
the clergy, performers and guests for tak-

ing part in the ceremonies. Mr. Czerecz-
niow sky was unable to attend, Mr. Lesa-
wyer added, due to illness. The gathered 
concluded the unveiling ceremonies with 
the singing of the Ukrainian national 
anthem.

This year marks the 150th anniversary 
of the birth of Lesia Ukrainka.

Source: “Lesia Ukrainka monument 
unveiled at Soyuzivka,” The Ukrainian 
Weekly, September 26, 1976.

(Continued from page 6)

Turning...
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Today, the current population of Ukraine, 
according to the website Worldometer, is 
almost 43.5 million people. The average 
Ukrainian life expectancy is 72.5 years old, 
and the median age is 41.2.

That said, just how reliable are these fig-
ures?

Earlier this month, Professor Ella 
Libanova, director of the Ptoukha Institute 
for Demography and Social Studies of the 
National Academy of Sciences of Ukraine, 
gave the internet news site Ukrainska 
Pravda much lower numbers.  She esti-
mates that in reality, not counting people in 
the Ukrainian territories occupied by 
Russia, today’s population of Ukraine is 
somewhere between 37-38 million people.

The decline in the size of the population 
has been caused by two main factors – the 
hemorrhaging of millions of would-be eco-
nomic migrants in search of better pay and 
opportunities outside of Ukraine, and the 
low birth rate as a result of difficult eco-
nomic conditions.

Today, Ukraine is being depicted, rightly 
or wrongly, as the poorest country in 
Europe.  Certainly, after 30 years of inde-
pendence, the wealth and potential of the 
country has not resulted in a more equita-
ble and socially just society. It has instead 
produced an exploitative elite that contin-
ues to thrive on the situation, and those 
elites have no incentive to change the status 
quo.

Ms. Libanova nevertheless believes the 
situation is not as bleak as it seems.  
Ukrainians have become used to hiding 

their real earnings and assets, actual or 
potential, and getting by with the help of a 
shadow economy.

But she agrees that in today’s very diffi-
cult economic conditions, the majority of 
Ukrainians fear having a second child, or 
even one, because doing so means they risk 
economic hardship and financial over-
stretch. Thus, demographically, this situa-
tion poses a serious threat for Ukraine.

Apart from producing a more accurate 
picture of the composition of Ukraine’s 
population, what else does Ukraine’s lead-
ing demographer believe a future census 
will reveal?

The distribution and concentration of 
the population might come as surprise to 
people, Ms. Libanova said.

“I think there will be many more people 
concentrated in the metropolises, and there 
will be fewer people in western Ukraine 
than we imagine because of labor migra-
tion.”

And what about the nature of Ukraine’s 
current population, their political and lin-
guistic affinities?

In the first part of August, the Social 
Monitoring Center in Kyiv carried out a 
detailed monitoring survey entitled 
“Dynamics of socio-political attitudes and 
assessments of the population of Ukraine.” 
The results, even if not definitive, are never-
theless illuminating.

Here are some of the highlights.
Today, 80 percent of those polled would 

support the declaration of Ukraine’s inde-
pendence (compared to 92 percent in the 
referendum held in December 1991), while 
15 percent would be against and 5 percent 
said they are uncertain.

Seventy-five percent of the people polled 

identify as Ukrainian citizens, 11 percent 
do not and, overall, some 26 percent are 
nostalgic about the former Soviet Union – 
32 percent even said they regret the disso-
lution of the USSR.

Sixty-four percent of the people polled 
said they are for joining the European 
Union and 54 percent want Ukraine to 
become a member of NATO.

Thirty-two percent of the people polled 
said they would like to work abroad, while 
65 percent said they do not.

On the language issue, 31.9 percent of 
the people polled said they speak only 
Ukrainian, while 27.1 percent speak both 
Russian and Ukrainian equally, 15.8 per-
cent said they speak mostly Ukrainian, 
while 13.6 percent said they speak mostly 
Russian, 11.3 percent speak exclusively 
Russian and 0.3 percent said they speak 
another language.

Some 63.1 percent of respondents said 
they receive public and political informa-
tion about events in the country from tele-
vision, 50.9 percent said they get informa-
tion from social and multimedia platforms, 
35 percent said they get information from 
news sites, 6.9 percent get information 
from Telegram, and 5.6 percent answered 
“other/not interested.”

Roughly 93 percent of the people polled 
said they prefer Ukrainian television chan-
nels, 12.5 percent said they prefer Russian 
television channels and 3.9 percent said 
they prefer television channels from other 
countries.

Two other responses deserve mention. 
The first concerns belief in God.  60 percent 
of the people polled said they believe in 
God, while 7 percent identified as atheists. 
Second, 57 percent of the people polled 

said that they are generally satisfied with 
their lives, while 21 percent said they are 
not.

The Social Monitoring Center drew the 
following conclusion from its survey.

“During 30 years of Ukraine’s indepen-
dence, a generation of people has grown up 
who, in their views, ideas, values and 
dreams, are markedly different … [from 
those who came before them].  Ideological 
and regional differences have become less 
significant.”

But Ms. Libanova nevertheless raised a 
note of caution. When asked what worries 
her the most in Ukraine today, she offered a 
very direct answer.

“Nihilism. For almost 30 years, the moni-
toring of the Institute of Sociology of the 
National Academy of Sciences [of Ukraine] 
has shown total distrust of all government 
institutions. Ukrainians trust only their 
immediate surroundings, relatives. 
Sometimes [they trust] neighbors and col-
leagues, but to a much lesser extent. That’s 
what worries me.”

And secondly, she said she was worried 
that many Ukrainians lack tolerance of 
other cultures and peoples.

“We do not want, or cannot accept, a dif-
ferent culture, different views and ways of 
life. … This means we are not so ready to 
change,” Ms. Libanova said.

So perhaps an inherent conservatism, if 
not complacency, is an overlooked trait of 
Ukrainian society.  While there have been 
sporadic outbursts of progress, this factor 
affects Ukraine’s ability to build an inclu-
sive political nation and prosperous state.

Clearly, the experience of the last three 
decades and the lessons learned deserve 
more thorough evaluation.

(Continued from page 2)

Ukraine at 30...

Demchenko, said that Belarus’s border guard 
service met with their Ukrainian counter-
parts to discuss the incident and that shots 
were most likely fired from a hunting rifle.

However, there is a canal that connects 
to a small lake which divides the border 
area. As a result, local Ukrainian media cast 
doubt on the Belarusian story, arguing that 
an individual firing a hunting rifle would 
likely not be able to hit their target across 
the body of water.

Mr. Demchenko added that the 
Belarusian side did not issue a formal note 
of protest about the incident.

Three days after the border shots, 
Ukraine’s main counterintelligence agency, 
the Security Service of Ukraine (SBU), report-
ed finding a cache of weapons near the 
state border with Belarus in Rivne Oblast.

“Two rocket-propelled grenade launch-
ers, five kilograms of explosives, five hand 
grenades, two magazines for AK-74 auto-
matic rifles and 170 bullets …” were discov-
ered by the SBU’s anti-terrorist unit, the 
agency said in a statement.

Relations between Kyiv and Minsk have 
gradually deteriorated since last year’s 
presidential election in Belarus in which 
dictator Alyaksandr Lukashenka claimed 
victory. Ukraine did not recognize the out-
come of that election as legitimate because 
of widespread evidence of voter fraud.

Since ascending to the presidency in 
1994, Mr. Lukashenka has cracked down on 
dissent and has led a despotic regime that 
has been sanctioned by Western powers. 
After the most recent presidential election, 
Kyiv also levied sanctions on Belarus. 
Among the punitive measures, Kyiv banned 
direct flights between the two countries.

The Belarusian self-proclaimed presi-
dent has also falsely accused Kyiv of trying 
to destabilize the country and his rhetoric 
has grown in bellicosity. While speaking 

during the Zapad military drills, he 
announced plans to have Russia’s sophisti-
cated S-400 air defense systems deployed 
along the Ukrainian border.

The announcement was in reference to a 
$1 billion arms package from Russia. Mr. 
Lukashenka spoke with Russian President 
Vladimir Putin about the matter in Moscow 
on September 9. It was their sixth meeting 
this year.

Over time, Mr. Lukashenka has veered 
toward forming a “union state” with Russia. 
Minsk relies on hefty financial assistance 
from Moscow to keep its economy afloat.

A bilateral 28-bullet-point outline that 
would adjoin their economies and foreign 
policy was agreed to at their latest meeting. 
Russia already jointly patrols the state bor-
ders of Belarus with its border guards and 
partly owns the country’s strategic natural-
gas pipeline network.

“Many commentators now believe [Mr.] 
Putin is close to achieving the stealth take-
over of Belarus without a single shot being 
fired,” Lisa Yasko, a Ukrainian member of 
parliament from the pro-presidential 
Servant of the People party, wrote in a blog 
for the Washington-based Atlantic Council 

on September 14.
Kyiv is planning rival military drills with 

15 other countries on September 22-30 as 
the invaded country increasingly finds itself 
surrounded by hostile neighbors. Called 
Joint Efforts-2021, 11 of the participating 
countries are NATO members. The drills 
will involve 12,500 military personnel, 85 
tanks, 420 armored vehicles, 50 artillery 
installations, 20 vessels and 30 aircraft.

More than 60 Ukrainian soldiers have 
been killed so far this year in the war fight-
ing Russian-armed formations. The conflict, 
which began in 2014, has been fought in 
the two easternmost regions of Luhansk 
and Donetsk. It is Europe’s only ongoing 
shooting war; more than 150 Ukrainian 
troops have been wounded this year so far.

Ukraine’s Defense Ministry announced 
additional plans to bolster its military capac-
ity by purchasing 24 more battle-proven 
Bayraktar war drones from Turkey through 
this and next year. Valeriy Zaluzhnyi, the 
commander-in-chief of Ukraine’s army, 
announced that Ukraine already has 12 
drones that were bought previously.

That procurement came after Russia 
held another massive war game in April 

when about 100,000 troops were massed 
along Ukraine’s borders. Western and 
Ukrainian military experts viewed the 
move as a dress rehearsal for an invasion, 
including from the south where the 
Ukrainian peninsula of Crimea is located. 
Russia forcibly seized the area in 2014.

Moscow later announced a pullback, but 
Ukraine’s military intelligence said that 
most of the military hardware used during 
the drills was left behind near the country’s 
state borders and that a new Russian mili-
tary base was created near Luhansk Oblast.

As Ukraine holds the front line against 
Russian-led, supplied and trained forces in 
the east, another possible upgrade to its 
military might come from the U.S., which 
has provided Ukraine modern Javelin tank 
killers.

Politico reported that a proposed bill in 
the U.S. House of Representatives includes 
an amendment for next year’s defense draft 
law that would allow the U.S. “to sell or 
transfer new air and missile defense sys-
tems to Ukraine, including potentially send-
ing an Iron Dome battery currently being 
operated by the U.S. Army.”

Iron Dome is jointly manufactured by 
Israeli defense company Rafael in partner-
ship with Raytheon.

Since March of this year, the administra-
tion of U.S. President Joe Biden has signed 
off on providing Ukraine with $275 million 
worth of training and weapons to stave off 
Russian military aggression.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelens-
kyy said the proposed amendment to the 
defense bill is a result of his visit to the 
White House earlier this month.

At the yearly Yalta European Strategy 
conference held in Kyiv this month, the 
Ukrainian president said that an “all-out 
war” with Russia is possible. 

“This is the worst thing that there can 
be, but unfortunately there is such a possi-
bility,” he said, pointing out that he seeks a 
substantive meeting with Russian Presi-
dent Vladamir Putin, Reuters reported.

(Continued from page 1)

Kyiv seeks...

Ukrainian soldiers atop an armored personnel carrier on September 15. 

General Staff of the Armed Forces of Ukraine



No. 38THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY      SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 19, 202110



11THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY      SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 19, 2021No. 38

Ukrainian community in Binghamton celebrates Ukraine’s 30th anniversary of renewed independence
by Lubomyr Zobniw

BINGHAMTON, N.Y. – The Ukrainian community of 
Binghamton, N.Y., celebrated the 30th anniversary of 
Ukraine’s renewed independence on August 24 with a flag-
raising ceremony at Binghamton City Hall.

Since the 1950s, the local branch of the Ukrainian 
Congress Committee of America (UCCA) in Binghamton 
N.Y., has organized an annual celebration of Ukrainian 
Independence Day at the City Hall in Binghamton, N.Y., that 
includes a flag-raising program.

Prior to 1991, the UCCA branch also annually commem-
orated the earlier date of Ukrainian independence – 
January 22, 1918 – with a choir concert and address by 
prominent Ukrainian dignitaries. The concerts would 
rotate among different Ukrainian churches in the area.

Since 1991, the Ukrainian flag-raising and program is 
celebrated at the Binghamton City Hall. The three 
Ukrainian churches in the area are the hubs of Ukrainian 
American community activities.

Stephan Wasylko emceed this year’s celebration.  He 
introduced the Rev. Teodor Czabala of Sacred Heart 
Ukrainian Catholic Church, the Rev. Ivan Synevsky of St. 
John the Baptist Ukrainian Orthodox Church, and Deacon 
Boris Mayba of the First Ukrainian Pentecostal Church. The 
pastors reminded guests of the power of the prayer, “God 
and Ukraine,” and they asked those present to provide sup-
port for the wounded and the families of those killed 
defending Ukraine against Russia-led forces who are wag-
ing a war in eastern Ukraine. Mr. Wasylko highlighted why 
Ukraine is important to the United States and the West.

Since this year marks Mayor Richard C. David’s last term 
as mayor, Lubomyr Zobniw, on behalf of the Ukrainian 
American community and as the UCCA Binghamton Branch 
chairman, gave Mr. David a gratitude plaque artistically 
designed by Robert Watson. In turn, Mr. David presented 

the signed “Ukrainian Independence Day” proclamation to 
Mr. Zobniw.

Mr. Zobniw thanked the mayor for welcoming 
Ukrainians to the celebration. As deputy mayor and mayor, 
Mr. David has taken part in Ukrainian Independence Day 
celebrations for almost two decades.

Taras Stets provided a historical commentary, saying 
that, “This independence commemorates Ukraine’s strug-
gle for survival across centuries of foreign occupation.” 

Eugene Czebiniak, choir director at Sacred Heart 
Ukrainian Catholic Church, sang the song “Prayer for 
Ukraine.” Mr. Wasylko recited the prayer in English. On 
behalf of Post 43 of the Ukrainian American Veterans, 
Michael Dobransky greeted all of those in attendence. Mr. 
Dobransky led the reciting of the Pledge of Allegiance.  
Children assisted the mayor in raising the Ukrainian flag; 
while attendees sang the Ukrainian national anthem.

The event was especially important to the Zobniw fami-
Children with Mayor Richard C. David (center, back-
ground) raise the Ukrainian flag at Binghamton City 
Hall during a celebration marking Ukraine’s 30th anni-

versary of renewed independence on August 24.

Members of the Ukrainian American community in Binghamton, N.Y., took part in a commemoration of Ukraine’s 
30th anniversary of renewed independence at City Hall on August 24.

Serhij Pechenyy

aggregating all of the different opportunities, Volunteer 
Platform lets potential volunteers spend less time on find-
ing opportunities and instead spend more time actually 
volunteering and helping.

The UVS team also had to adapt because of the ongoing 
COVID-19 pandemic. As a result, in June 2020 UVS 
launched a telephone volunteering program, My Telephone 
Friend, which is the first of its kind in Ukraine. The project, 
conducted in partnership with UNICEF, aims to assist 
socially vulnerable groups.

“At the beginning of the quarantine, we were at a cross-
roads – to transfer our work online and continue to do what 
we do, or launch projects that will respond to new challeng-
es. This is how the coronavirus hotline first appeared, fol-
lowed by My Telephone Friend,” Ms. Vuzka said.

The COVID-19 pandemic has drawn attention to the 
social isolation of the elderly, people with disabilities, sin-
gle parents and families with young children. For people in 
these groups, the COVID-19 pandemic has caused not only 
physical but also psychological struggle. As a result, the My 
Telephone Friend project assists vulnerable groups by pro-
viding them with emotional support.

Other countries with telephone volunteering initiatives 
have long been working to address similar issues. In the 
United Kingdom, for example, more than 250,000 young 
people have volunteered in telephone projects. To date, no 
large-scale telephone support project has been implement-
ed in Ukraine.

According to the survey U-Report, a project conducted by 
UNICEF, 59 percent of active young people stopped volun-
teering or began to do less volunteering during the onset of 

the pandemic. For them, My Telephone Friend became an 
opportunity to stay active during a pandemic and impact 
the new problem created by the COVID-19 pandemic.

Almost 40 percent of telephone volunteers are teenag-
ers aged 13-18 who are ready to support their friends 
when they have free time.

The UVS team believes that helping a person over the 
phone is simple and does not require significant effort, and 
it is safe to do during a pandemic. Over the past year, more 
than 5,000 people from all over Ukraine called the hotline 
and received support from people who have taken part in 
the program.

“Life is tough for me. I have a disability, and my tele-
phone friend Irynka is like a sun, like an angel for me. She 
helps and supports me more than my own children. Thank 
you for this project and for what you are,” said one woman, 
Nadia, who lives in the Odesa region and uses the program.

To date, 9,500 volunteers have registered to volunteer 
for the telephone project, and over 20,000 phone calls 
were made in the first year of the project’s activity. Most 
volunteers who engage in the program are from Kyiv, 
Odesa, Lviv, Kharkiv and Zaporizhia.

“I want to share positivity with different people. It’s 
great when you know that you can help others, at least in a 
word, to put a smile on their face,” said Olesya, a volunteer 
from the Zaporizhia region.

 Apart from doing their own volunteer work, UVS mem-
bers also help other organizations develop by teaching 
them how to manage volunteer projects.

“The School of Volunteering teaches activists what vol-
unteering is and how to start your journey in it. And we 
conduct training on volunteer management for public 
organizations where we talk about how to make sure that 
volunteers who come to the organization stay with it,” Ms. 
Vuzka said.

After four years of activity, UVS became one of the most 
promising NGOs in Ukraine and one of the leaders in the 
NGO sector of Odesa. They have built sustainable relation-
ships with international institutions like UNICEF, USAID, U.N. 
Volunteers, National Endowment for Democracy, and the 
organization continues to develop its organizational capaci-
ty, impacting the volunteer culture throughout Ukraine.

And for UVS officials, this is just the beginning.
“The UVS community numbers more than 35,000 peo-

ple who change their cities for the better every day. We 
strive to make this number grow exponentially,” Ms. 
Bondarenko said.

(Continued from page 5)

Budding...

(Continued on page 18)

During their fourth anniversary celebration, UVS per-
formed a graduation ceremony for alumni of their pro-

gram, Volunteer Agents, which is in its third season.

Ukrainian Volunteer Service
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airport on September 12, is wanted by 
Ukraine for his alleged involvement in 
Russia’s 2014 annexation of Ukraine’s Black 
Sea region of Crimea. “The detention was 
the result of coordinated actions of 
Ukrainian and Czech law enforcement 
agencies to bring Aleksandr Franchetti to 
justice for a number of crimes against our 
state, including the participation in the 
Russian occupation of Crimea,” Foreign 
Affairs Ministry spokesman Oleh Nikolenko 
told RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service on 
September 13. The extradition request is 
reportedly being considered by Czech 
authorities. Any request would go through 
the courts before the Czech Justice Ministry 

makes a decision. Russian Foreign Affairs 
Ministry spokeswoman Maria Zakharova 
said Moscow had requested detailed infor-
mation from the Czech government regard-
ing the reasons for Mr. Franchetti’s deten-
tion. On September 12, the chief of Russia’s 
Investigative Committee said he had 
ordered an investigation into Mr. Fran-
chetti’s detention. “Due to the unacceptabil-
ity of the misuse of international legal 
mechanisms aimed at politically motivated 
prosecutions, the chairman of the 
Investigative Committee of the Russian 
Federation ordered the chief of the direc-
torate for legal issues and international 
cooperation ... to thoroughly study, in coop-
eration with the Foreign [Affairs] Ministry 
of Russia, the reasons and legal grounds of 
the Russian citizen’s detainment on the ter-
ritory of a foreign country,” the Investigative 

Committee said in a statement. A spokes-
man for the Russian Embassy in Prague, 
Nikolai Bryakin, said on September 13 that 
Mr. Franchetti received a diplomatic visit in 
custody. Mr. Franchetti was an active partic-
ipant in the events in Crimea in 2014. Just 
days before Russia’s military occupation of 
the region, Mr. Franchetti created a paramil-
itary formation called North Wind, which 
helped seize power lines and gas pipelines. 
In an interview posted on YouTube, Mr. 
Franchetti said he acted in coordination 
with Russia’s naval command at the 
Crimean port of Sevastopol. Aleksandr 
Molokhov, a spokesman for the Russian 
occupation authorities in Crimea, also con-
firmed Mr. Franchetti’s arrest, claiming that 
he faced “certain death” at the hands of the 
Ukrainians. Mr. Molokhov did not specify 
why he had reason to fear for Mr. 
Franchetti’s life. According to media 
reports, Mr. Franchetti was granted perma-
nent residence in the Czech Republic in 
2000 and has worked there as a fitness 
trainer. He says he has never violated inter-
national law. In her September 13 state-
ment, the Russian Foreign Affairs Ministry 
spokeswoman, Ms. Zakharova, also said 
that Moscow had warned the Czechs that 
the continuation of what she called 
“Prague’s destructive policy regarding 
Russia and its citizens will lead to the fur-
ther deterioration” of bilateral relations and 
would not go without a response. Relations 
between Prague and Moscow soured con-
siderably following Czech accusations in 
April that Russia was involved in a deadly 
arms-depot blast on Czech territory in 
2014. Two Czech citizens were killed in the 
blast, which Prague said was aimed at 
destroying munitions that had been sold to 
Ukraine. The ensuing diplomatic row led to 
the tit-for-tat expulsion of diplomats and 
the Russian government declaring the 
Czech Republic an “unfriendly” state. (RFE/
RL’s Russian and Ukrainian Services, with 
reporting by iDnes, Denik N, TASS, and 
Interfax)

Ukraine expects second iMF tranche

Ukrainian Prime Minister Denys 
Shmyhal has said Kyiv expects to receive a 
second tranche from the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) under a $5 billion 
loan program before the end of the year, 
even as the nation’s crucial judicial reform 
stumbles. An IMF mission will arrive in 
Kyiv on September 18 to evaluate Ukraine’s 
progress on several key reforms, including 
judicial, central bank and anti-corruption 
legislation, that the loans are contingent 
upon. The IMF last year approved the 
18-month loan to help the country deal 
with the economic impact of the COVID-19 
pandemic. Ukraine received its first tranche 
totaling $2.1 billion in June and is seeking a 
second tranche of $750 million. “Ukraine 
has fulfilled all the conditions, met all the 
benchmarks that were underlined in the 
memorandum with the IMF,” Mr. Shmyhal 
said. “We expect this mission will go 
smoothly, which will be the final one in 
preparation for the next tranche.” Ukraine’s 
parliament in July passed judicial reform, 
which has been a top priority for the 
nation’s Western backers because it is seen 
as essential to enhancing the rule of law 
and curbing corruption. The reform calls 
for the creation of two panels consisting of 
six experts each, including three foreigners, 
who will oversee the two bodies responsi-
ble for selecting and choosing candidates 
for judicial vacancies. Ukraine’s judiciary 
has opposed the reform, saying the inclu-
sion of foreign experts in the process com-
prises the nation’s sovereignty and is seek-
ing to overturn it in the Constitutional 
Court. Civil society activists say outside 
experts are necessary because the nation’s 
judicial system is deeply corrupt and inca-
pable of reforming itself, pointing to past 

failures to rid itself of compromised judges. 
International business associations say 
Ukraine’s corrupt judiciary is a major hin-
derance to foreign investment. Ukraine’s 
judicial reform took a step forward when 
the country’s Western backers on 
September 10 selected its three candidates 
for each of the two panels. However, 
Ukraine’s Council of Judges on September 
13 announced that it had failed to select 
experts for one of the two panels, sparking 
accusations it was seeking to undermine 
the reform. “They are buying their time to 
bring the appeal to the Constitutional Court 
with the hope of canceling the reform,” 
Tetiana Shevchuk, legal counsel for the 
Kyiv-based Anti-Corruption Action Center, 
told RFE/RL. Following the council’s deci-
sion, Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy called for a meeting on 
September 16 – two days before the IMF 
mission arrives – with representatives of 
the judiciary and parliament as well as 
ambassadors from the Group of Seven 
(G-7) nations who back the reform agenda. 
The president said the purpose of the 
meeting is to prevent the legislation from 
being derailed. “Every illegal action aimed 
at blocking judicial reform will be immedi-
ately evaluated and rebuffed. I will not 
allow judges who hamper the reform and 
the cleanup of the judicial system to 
deprive the Ukrainians of the right to jus-
tice,” Mr. Zelenskyy said on September 13. 
Mr. Zelenskyy touted the passage of judicial 
legislation during his first official visit to 
Washington earlier this month as he sought 
to dismiss concerns about his nation’s com-
mitment to the tough reform agenda. Ms. 
Shevchuk said judicial reform is one of Mr. 
Zelenskyy’s “main achievements” during 
his two years in office and that he has to 
“show ownership” of the process to resolve 
the situation. “Hopefully this meeting will 
be enough to persuade the judges to move 
ahead with the reform,” she said. (RFE/RL, 
with reporting by the Kyiv Post)

Bulgarian fugitive arrested in Kyiv

A Bulgarian fugitive wanted in several 
European countries on money-laundering 
and drug-trafficking charges has been 
arrested in Kyiv after years on the run. The 
Bulgarian Foreign Affairs Ministry con-
firmed on September 10 that Ukrainian 
authorities had captured former wrestler 
Evelin Banev. Ukraine’s National Police on 
September 7 announced it had arrested a 
man wanted on an Interpol notice but did 
not disclose his identity. Mr. Banev was cap-
tured in a parking lot as he walked toward 
his car, according to a police video posted 
to YouTube. Bulgaria said it is working on 
extraditing Mr. Banev to Sofia. The 56-year-
old was facing trials in three countries for 
money laundering and drug trafficking 
when he was last seen in public at a hear-
ing in the Sofia Court of Appeals in 
September 2015. Mr. Banev had been 
detained in Bulgaria in 2012 and handed 
over to Italian authorities for a trial in 
Milan. In Bucharest, Romanian authorities 
were also requesting his extradition on 
similar charges. Then Italy allowed Mr. 
Banev to return temporarily to Sofia in 
2015 in order to attend his Bulgarian trial. 
That’s when he disappeared, apparently 
fleeing and going into hiding before the 
authorities could return him to Italy or 
extradite him to Romania. He has since been 
sentenced in absentia by an Italian court to 
20 years in prison, by a Romanian court to 
10 and a half years and more recently by a 
Bulgarian court, all for money-laundering or 
cocaine-smuggling offenses. More recently, 
Swiss prosecutors in December indicted Mr. 
Banev along with Credit Suisse and one of 
the Swiss bank’s former employees for 
allegedly helping to launder about $39 mil-
lion of drug money through the bank. (RFE/
RL’s Bulgarian Service)

(Continued from page 2)
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KULINSKI MEMORIALS
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• Serving the tri-state area
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   in South Bound Brook, NJ
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KulinskiMemorials@msn.com  •  KulinskiMemorials.com
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Earn Extra incomE!
The Ukrainian Weekly is looking 

for advertising sales agents.
For additional information contact  

Walter Honcharyk, Advertising Manager,  
The Ukrainian Weekly, 973-292-9800, ext 3040.

ОКСАНА СТАНЬКО
Ліцензований продавець

Страхування Життя

OKSANA STANKO
Licensed Life Insurance Agent  

Ukrainian National Assn., Inc.

Tel.: 908-872-2192
email: stankouna@optimum.net

HELP WANTED

SENIOR CARE NEEDED 
live-in, Morris County, NJ 

area.
Tel.: 201-207-0333

Run your advertisement here, 
in The Ukrainian Weekly’s 

CLASSIFIEDS section.
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by Nadia H. Skop

SAN DIEGO – An atypically overcast 
Sunday morning did not dampen the spir-
its of over 100 members and guests of St. 
John the Baptizer Ukrainian Catholic 
Church in San Diego, who came to welcome 
Bishop Benedict Aleksiychuk of the 
Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy of Chicago dur-
ing his visit here on August 22.

Bishop Benedict was greeted with fan-
fare by both Parish elders and children 
before entering St. Augustine Monastery 
Chapel, where the Parish holds liturgical 
services while raising funds for its future, 
permanent church in Santee, Calif., a sub-
urb of San Diego.

Participating in the Vesting of the Bishop 
and the pontifical divine liturgy were 
Parish administrator Yurii Sas along with 
clerics from local parishes, from Oregon 
and Tijuana, Mexico. The choir, led by Luke 
Miller, added to the reverence of the occa-
sion. 

An outdoor luncheon followed the 

Divine Liturgy, where Fr. Sas announced 
two Legacy Gifts toward the Building Fund 
for the new church: $100,000 from Bohdan 
and Vera Skop Kniahynyckyj and $25,000 

from Myra Heltsley and family in memory 
of Ms. Heltsley’s recently deceased aunt.  
With those donations the parish how now 
raised $483,000 for the Building Fund.

As the San Diego sun made its appear-
ance, a memorable visit ended with a 
group photo and well-wishers bid Bishop 
Aleksiychuk a fond farewell.

Bishop Benedict Aleksiychuk visits San Diego parish as building fund announces new donations of $125,000

 COMMUNITY CHRONICLE

Bishop Benedict Aleksiychuk of the Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy of Chicago (seated wearing all gray with a long white beard) vis-
ited guests and parishioners of St. John the Baptizer Ukrainian Catholic Church in San Diego on August 22.

Yuri Gnip
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Ihor “Didi” Lysyj
1929 - 2021

Ihor was born on April 13, 1929, to a Kozak family near the 
city of Konotop in the heart of Hetmanate, Ukraine.  He was 
a child during World War II and 
was moved from his home to 

a displacement camp in Poland. When 
freed by the Allied forces, he relocated to 
Berchtesgaden, Bavaria. He was educated 
as an analytical chemist/chemical 
engineer in Germany before immigrating 
to the United States. His career took him 
over five continents, from the frozen 
shores of the Arctic Ocean and Alaska to 
equatorial rain forests in Panama, and 
from the sunny shores of California to the 
frozen taiga and tundra of Siberia.

As a leader of an engineering team 
at Rocketdyne (Boeing) in California, 
he contributed to the design of rocket 
propulsion and reentry, as well as environmental control systems on 
the Mercury, Gemini and Apollo projects.  He additionally contributed 
to the operations of the White Sands rocket test site in New Mexico 
and the Poker Flats Alaska missile proving grounds.  Later in his life he 
worked in the environmental protection of oil terminals, as well as the 
Trans Panamanian oil pipeline.  After the collapse of the Soviet Union, he 
participated in the first international oil exploration project on Sakhalin 
Island and was one of the first westerners to visit Russian underground 
ICMB installations.  His scientific and engineering contributions resulted 
in numerous patents, journal articles, and governmental reports.

Ihor was married to Natalie Bilonok in 1957.  They were united until 
Natalie passed away on December 5, 2012, in Austin, Texas. He is survived 
by his daughter Roxanna Lysyj Balden, son-in-law Dr. Eric Anslyn, son Oleg 
Lysyj and daughter-in-law Dr. Teri Suzuki, as well as grandchildren Tristan 
Anslyn and Tasha Anslyn. Ihor was an avid fisherman and skier, hobbies 
inherited by his children and grandchildren. Ihor joined his beloved wife 
on September 5, 2021. He will be interred on Friday,  October 15, 2021, at 
11:00 am at St. Andrew Memorial Church & Cemetery, 280 Main St., South 
Bound Brook, N.J. Grave site flowers would be appreciated. The closest 
florist to St. Andrew’s Cemetery is:

America’s Florist, 227 W Union Ave, Bound Brook, NJ 08805
americasflorists.com • Phone: (732) 356-9377

Ihor was active in the life of the Ukrainian diaspora, being one of the 
principal founders of ODUM youth organization in America and a regular 
contributor of political commentaries to The Ukrainian Weekly.  In his 
final years, Ihor embarked on a project with classmate Xina Sharko to 
document their WWII years, entitled “The Story of DP Camp Orlyk“. Their 
second novel, «WHO ARE WE?» - The evolution of the National Identity 
and Statehood of Ukraine, analyzes the evolution and identity of Ukraine 
post WWII from 1946-1948.  Donations to the “Orlyk Books Publishing 
Fund/Roxanna Balden” are being requested to bring these projects to 
completion. 

Roxanna Balden 
Orlyk Publishing Fund
9600 Escarpment Blvd., Ste.745, PMB 19
Austin, TX 78749
roxbalden@gmail.com

 COMMUNITY CHRONICLE

Ukrainian Democratic Youth Organization celebrates its 70th anniversary with golf tournament
by Wasyl Mirutenko

LINCOLNSHIRE, Ill. – The Ukrainian 
Democratic Youth Organization (ODUM) 
celebrated its 70th anniversary over the 
Labor Day weekend at the Lincolnshire 
Marriott Resort.  One of the weekend high-
lights included a scramble golf tournament 
held at Crane’s Landing Golf Club in 
Lincolnshire, Ill. The weather cooperated, 
allowing members of ODUM and friends to 
enjoy good times, fellowship and a great 
day of golf.

The winners in the lady’s division of the 

golf tournament were Lydia Stankevych, 
Katrusia Saldan, Mary Konowal and Natalie 
Mirutenko. There was a tie in the men’s 
division, and the victory was awarded to 
Andrew Baranyk, Pete Brush, Eric Dania 
and Andy Chychula. The foursome of Gene 
Andrus, Mykola Sidelnik, Jerry Petrash and 
Mykola Sidelnik, Jr., tied for first place.

  The most honest golfers were Bohdan 
Dudycz, Walter Dudycz, Mykola Skyba and 
George Sawertailo.

The winners of the “closest to the pin” 
contests were Victor Ampulski, Mykola 
Washchuk, Roma Mirutenko and Mary 
Konowal.  The men’s and women’s “longest 
drive” competitions were won by Quinn 
Minich and Katrusia Saldan. The putting 

contest was won by Quinn Minich with a 
hole in one.

A one-of-a-kind Golf bag, donated by the 
Selfreliance Foundation, was won by Kostia 
Kourbatov.

ODUM officials and the tournament’s 
organizer expressed their gratitude to all of 
the participants and generous donors.  
They included the following individuals:  
Nestor and Olya Popowych; Oleh and Luba 
Skubiak; Dr. George and Katherine Charuk; 
Dr. George and Lydia Stankevych; Dr. 
Roman and Katrusia Saldan; Wasyl, Natalka 
and Roma Mirutenko; Maria and Andrew 
Baranyk; Myron and Lesia Stasuik; Andrij 
and Motria Durbak; Natalie Konowal; Vera 
Petrusha; Orysia Kourbatov; and Walter 
Tun; as well as the Selfreliance Ukrainian 
American Federal Credit Union in Chicago.  
Proceeds from the tournament went to 
future ODUM Bandura camps. ODUM is a 
not-for-profit 501(c)(3) tax exempt corpo-
ration.

The Ukrainian Democratic Youth Organization (ODUM) celebrated its 70th anniver-
sary over the Labor Day weekend.  Participants of the celebration took a group photo 
following their golf tournament at Crane’s Landing Golf Club at the Marriott 

Lincolnshire Resort in Lincolnshire, Ill.

Courtesy of Wasyl Mirutenko

Tournament Director Wasyl Mirutenko 
(left), Dmytro Skyba and golf bag winner 

Kostia Kourbatov (right).

Orysia Kourbatov
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Svitolina wins Chicago Open
Olympic bronze medalist Elina Svitolina continued her 

U.S. Open build up by reaching and winning her first final 
of 2021 at the hardcourt Chicago Women’s Open on August 
28. The No. 1 seed’s decision to accept a last-minute wild 
card paid off with her successful run to her 19th career 
final and 16th career singles title. She had not reached a 
final since her title run in Strasbourg last September. Since 
earning her bronze at the Tokyo Games, Svitolina lost her 
opening matches in both Montreal and Cincinnati.

Svitolina defeated Clara Burel of France 5-7, 6-1, 2-0 
(retired) in the first round, Fiona Ferro of France 6-4, 6-4 in 
the second round, Kristina Mladenovic of France 6-1, 6-0 in 
the third round and Rebecca Peterson of Sweden in the 
semifinal, 6-1, 6-7, 6-3, before beating France’s Alize 
Cornet 7-5, 6-4 in the final.

Svitolina converted all six break points while notching 
her first victory of the year. The match lasted a lengthy two 
hours and two minutes. Svitolina led 3-0 in the second set 
before Cornet made a run and pulled to within 5-4. However, 
Cornet was unable to hold serve and Svitolina closed out 
the match with a backhand winner down the baseline.

The ninth-seeded Cornet struggled with a groin injury, 
taking a medical timeout after losing the initial set, return-
ing with her thigh wrapped. It was reported that Svitolina 
was also suffering with an undisclosed illness.

In the semifinal against the unseeded Peterson, Svitolina 
hit 29 winners, including seven aces. In her title match she 
pulled off a 100 percent break conversion (six of six) in 
defeating Cornet.

While in Chicago, Svitolina celebrated Ukraine’s 30th 
anniversary of independence with an Instagram post pro-
claiming “We Ukrainians are winners. We are strong in 
spirit, purposeful; we honor and respect our culture, tradi-
tions and history. We celebrate this day together today.”

Svitolina took time to visit the Ukrainian Village and 
sample a bowl of borshch. She reportedly boasted that 
“borsch runs in my veins” while enjoying the beet soup at a 
café near the Ukrainian National Museum in Chicago.

Kichenok vs. Kichenok in doubles final

A Kichenok was guaranteed to be a winner in this 
match! In the doubles final at the Chicago Women’s Open, 
the tandem of Nadiia Kichenok-Raluca Olaru (Romania) 
defeated the duo of Lyudmyla Kichenok-Makoto Ninomiya 
(Japan) 7-6(6), 5-7, 10-8 in a long, hard-fought battle. In 
earlier play, Kichenok/Olaru bested Viktoriia Golubic/
Tamara Zidansek (Switzerland/Slovenia) 6-2, 6-4, 
Yu-Chieh Hsieh/Peangtarn Plipuech (Taiwan/Thailand) 
7-6(1), 6-3 and Tereza Martincova/Marketa Vondrousova 
(Czech Republic) in a walkover.

Marta Kostyuk beat Katherine Sebov of Canada 6-0, 6-3 
and Kaia Kanepi of Estonia 6-2, 6-3 before losing 7-6(4), 
3-6, 4-6 to Varvara Gracheva of Russia in the quarterfinal.

Ihor Stelmach may be reached at iman@sfgsports.com.

Elina Svitolina celebrates winning the Chicago Open 
tennis tournament.

Twitter.com/WTA

Svitolina edged out in quarterfinal of U.S. Open

Yastremska cleared of anti-doping rule violation

Her positive momentum was ignited in 
Tokyo when Elina Svitolina (ranked fourth 
by the WTA as of September 13 with 4,860 
points) won the bronze medal in women’s 
tennis at the 2020 Olympics. A late decision 
to accept a wild-card entrance to the 
Chicago Open as a tune-up to the U.S. Open 
(held on August 30-September 12 in 
Flushing, N.Y.) proved most fortuitous as 
she won that tournament.

The charge continued through the first 
four rounds of the U.S. Open when Svitolina 
dispatched Rebecca Marino of Canada (6-2, 
6-3), Rebeka Masarova of Spain (6-2, 7-5), 
Daria Kasatkina of Russia (6-4, 6-2) and 
Simona Halep of Romania (6-3, 6-3). She 
had help along the way when top-seeded 
Ashleigh Barty of Australia and No. 3 seed 
Naomi Osaka of Japan both lost in third 
round play, potentially opening up the 
remaining draw for Svitolina to make the 
final and win her first Grand Slam event.

Her quarterfinal opponent was 19-year-
old Canadian Leyla Fernandez (ranked 
73rd), who had inadvertently assisted her 
opponent when she defeated past U.S. 
Open champions and former No. 1’s 
Angelique Kerber (of Germany) and Osaka. 
Fernandez was the talk of the tournament 
on the women’s side, a potential new star 
on the tennis horizon. In a hard-fought 
68-minute captivating match, the upstart 

Fernandez ousted Svitolina 6-3, 3-6, 7-6 to 
earn a berth in the semifinal.

Fernandez showed a veteran-like ability 
to reset at crucial moments, most evident 
after failing to capitalize on a 5-2 final set 
lead. Svitolina closed to five-all and battled 
to deuce in Fernandez’ five-all service 
game. But the young Canadian won a pivot-
al 23-ball rally, escaping with a big serve.

In the tiebreaker, Fernandez saw a 4-1 
lead vanish, then won a 19-ball rally to 
pull ahead once more. The moment of the 
match came at five-all, when her on-the-
run forehand pass clipped the net and 
bounded down the line, past a stranded 
Svitolina. Another big serve ended it, 
sending the youngster to the ground in 
celebration with another hard-earned 

upset victory.
For Svitolina, this was another bitter loss 

for a player still looking to reach her first 
Grand Slam final, falling to 2-6 in quarterfi-
nal matches at the four major tournaments 
in her career. However, the Ukrainian has 
still enjoyed a scintillating summer to 
remember, from winning the bronze medal 
at the Tokyo Olympics to capturing the title 
in the U.S. Open lead-up event in Chicago 
to, on a personal note, tying the knot with 
Gael Monfils in July.

Other U.S. Open News: After being elimi-
nated in first-round singles action, Dayana 
Yastremska teamed up with Marta Kostyuk 
to make the round of 16 in doubles. The 
Ukrainian tandem beat Emma Navarro/
Hailey Baptiste (U.S.A.) 3-6, 6-1, 6-3 and 
Aleksandra Krunic/Nina Stojanovic (Serbia) 
6-4, 4-6, 6-4 before losing to the duo of 
Gabriela Dabrowski/Luisa Stefani (Canada/
Brazil) 7-6 (5), 4-6, 2-6. In other doubles 
play, Nadiia Kichenok and partner Raluca 
Olaru of Romania made it into the third 
round, sharing $34,000 in prize money. 
Along with Yastremska (ranked 53rd by the 
WTA) and Kostyuk (56th), Anhelina 
Kalinina (64th) and Nadia Podoroska of 
Argentina (39th; she is of Ukrainian 
descent) did not make it beyond the first 
round of women’s singles action at the U.S. 
Open.

Dayana Yastremska had not won a ten-
nis match since playing Simona Halep of 
Romania in two tight sets in Rome last fall. 
An exonerated Yastremska made a trium-
phant return to action at the inaugural 
Hamburg European Open on July 8 after 
she defeated Magdalena Frech of Poland 
7-6(5), 6-1 in her first match since she was 
cleared of an anti-doping rule violation 
charge in June of this year.

“I am very happy and excited to be back 
on the tour,” Yastremska wrote in a corre-
spondence interview with Tennis.com 
while playing in Hamburg, Germany. “It’s 

been a long time. I’m hungry for tennis, and 
I’ve been training hard for this return.”

Back in January, Yastremska had 
revealed that a urine sample she provided 
at the end of last year had tested positive 
for a metabolite of mesterolone, an anabol-
ic steroid.

The 21-year-old emphatically asserted 
her innocence, repeatedly appealing the 
provisional suspension which kept her off 
the tour through the first six months of the 
2021 season. She even flew to Melbourne 
in hope of competing at the 2021 
Australian Open.

Yastremska was ultimately found to bear 
no fault by an independent tribunal. The 
decision was announced immediately prior 
to the start of the Wimbledon Champion-
ships, leaving the former junior finalist 
unable to participate at the All England 
Lawn Tennis and Croquet Club in 2021.

“I was relieved,” she said of the ruling. “I 
was confident, but still, it was a huge pres-
sure. So, at the end, I’m happy and relieved 
to be able to play again.”

Ranked as high as No. 21 in the world in 
January 2020, Yastremska has won three 
WTA titles and reached the second week of 

Wimbledon in her 2019 main-draw debut. 
The subsequent COVID-19 lockdown saw 
her enjoy the highs of starring in a public 
service announcement in pandemic health 
protocols and dabbling in music, while also 
suffering the lows that came with a positive 
test for COVID-19 after arriving in Dubai 
for her December pre-season schedule.

She took a tunnel vision approach to her 
provisional suspension, spending the time 
in Odesa practicing nearly every day with 
new coach Jan Pochter. Pochter had previ-

Elina Svitolina reaches to return the ball during her quarterfinal match at the U.S. 
Open against Leyla Fernandez of Canada.

Darren Carroll/USTA

(Continued on page 19)
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by Matthew Dubas

PARSIPPANY, N.J. – Dayana Yastremska 
and Max Purcell of Australia lost in the 
mixed doubles semifinal on September 8 
against Giuliana Olmos of Mexico and 
Marcelo Arevalo of Argentina 6-4, 4-6, 6-10 
at the U.S. Open. In the quarterfinal, 
Yastremska and Purcell defeated Yaroslava 
Shvedova of Kazakhstan and Fabrice 
Martin of France 6-2, 6-3.

Viacheslav Bielinskyi and Petr Nesterov 
of Bulgaria (seeded No. 8) made a strong 

showing in the boys’ doubles. The duo 
defeated Mans Dahlberg of Sweden and Lui 
Maxted of Great Britain 6-3, 6-4 in the 
quarterfinal on September 10, won the 
semifinal the same day against Nicholas 
Godsick and Ethan Quinn of the U.S.A. 7-6 
(7-2), 6-3, but lost in the final on 
September 11 against Max Westphal of 
France and Coleman Wong of Hong Kong 
3-6, 7-5, 1-10. In boys’ singles, Bielinskyi 
(seeded No. 7) was eliminated in the third 
round by Sascha Gueymard Wayenburg of 
France 5-7, 6-7 (3-7).

Ukrainians win early matches, 
but ultimately fall at U.S. Open

international experts and local corruption 
watchdogs as the main bottleneck to root-
ing out corruption. Independent public 
opinion polls consistently show that the 
courts are one of the least trusted govern-
mental institutions in Ukraine.

The international delegation also pre-
sented experts for their appointment to the 
selection commission for the High 
Qualification Commission of Judges.

“All experts have superior credentials 
and experience as senior judges, prosecu-
tors and [are] leading experts on judicial 
ethics, selection and anti-corruption,” the 
Council of Europe said in a news release.

Failure to form the ethics committee 
that is supposed to conduct due diligence 
on the integrity of candidates and members 
of the HCJ prompted Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy to schedule a meet-
ing with ambassadors from the so-called 
Group of Seven industrially-developed 
countries that includes the U.S. and Canada.

That meeting was held on September 16 
with the participation of the heads of the 
judicial bodies, in particular the chairman 
of the Council of Judges, the Supreme Court 
and members of parliament.

Mr. Zelenskyy, however, didn’t chair the 
meeting. It was instead led by Andriy 
Smirnov, a trained lawyer who is a deputy 
head of the presidential office.

It was held to stop the “derailing” of judi-
cial reform, a presidential office statement 
said on September 13.

An ensuing statement on September 16 
from the meeting’s participants “insisted 
on the speedy completion of the formation 
of the Ethics Council.”

It voiced “concern” that the ethics com-
mittee wasn’t formed within the 30-day 
period required by law.

The statement also “categorically” said it 
doesn’t “accept any attempts to jeopardize 
the implementation of vital reform for 
Ukraine, aimed at strengthening the rule of 
law, increasing public confidence in the 
judiciary, attracting foreign investment and 
the Euro-Atlantic future of Ukraine.”

Separately, the deputy head of the 
United Kingdom’s diplomatic mission to 
Kyiv, Nicolas Harrocks, said “Ukraine cur-
rently has quality legislation to clean up 
and restart the High Council of Justice, and 
it must be complied with.”

The EU’s chief envoy, Matti Maasikas, 
“stressed that judicial reform is not only an 
internal issue for Ukraine, its successful 
implementation will directly determine the 
country’s foreign policy image, attracting 
international aid and investment,” the 
Ukrainian presidential statement said.

Ukraine is currently at a constitutional 
loggerhead ever since Mr. Zelenskyy side-
lined the chief justice of the Constitutional 
Court, Oleksandr Tupytskyi, in March. The 
president has instead used the National 
Security and Defense Council to impose 
sanctions on individuals and business enti-
ties perceived as national security or ter-
rorist threats.

The stand-off with the chief justice start-
ed last year when the court began to over-
turn anti-corruption legislation and Mr. 
Tupystkyi was dismissed in March in a con-
troversial move that is being challenged in 
court. He is still listed as the chief justice on 
the Constitutional Court’s website.

As of September 14, the HCJ has dis-
missed 146 judges this year.  Of that num-
ber seven were dismissed “under special 
circumstances,” while the remainder either 
resigned or stepped down “for personal 
reasons.”

There are 5,273 robed judges serving in 
Ukraine with 2,031 benches vacant as of 
September 8, state news agency Ukrinform 
reported.

(Continued from page 1)

Threat...

ly, as Mr. Zobniw’s fie, Maria, was a victim 
who perished during the ACA mass shoot-
ing.  As a result, Mr. Zobniw took personal 
pride in organizing the Ukrainian Indepen-
dence Day celebration/commemoration in 
Binghamton City Hall. Ms. Zobniw believed 
Ukrainian history teaches people that 
national independence is precious and 
hard earned, and the Ukrainian diaspora 
should share their heritage within the local 
community.

WBNG News 12 covered the event.
“Citizens of Ukrainian descent take this 

day to express their voice and take their 
place in a community of freedom and inde-
pendence, as well as showing support for 
their concerns against Russian aggression 

and show hope for a brighter future,” a 
reporter for the station said.

Mr. David spoke highly of members of 
the Ukrainian community in the city.

“Here in Binghamton, we are so fortu-
nate, we are so blessed to have a very 
strong, a very large and a very tight-knit 
Ukrainian community,” the mayor said.

Vincenzo Scarapicchia of WCIZ Fox 40 
noted that, “Although this flag-raising was a 
celebration of the Ukrainian spirit and free-
dom, the local Ukrainian community also 
uses this opportunity to spread awareness in 
the area about Ukraine’s oppressed history.” 

Jackie Gillis of WIVT/WBGH NewsChan-
nel 34 quoted Mr. Wasylko, saying that, 
“Ukraine has continued to preserve free-
dom of speech, basic human rights and real 
fair, free democratic elections, rights the 
Ukrainians for centuries have fought for 
and died for.”

(Continued from page 11)

Ukrainian community...
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September 21 Webinar book talk, “Ukrainian-English Collocation
Online Dictionary” by Yuri Shevchuk, Columbia University, 
 https://harriman.columbia.edu

September 22 Webinar book talk, “Ukrainian-English Collocation 
Online Dictionary” by Yuri Shevchuk, Harvard University, 
 www.huri.harvard.edu

September 25 Vyshyvani Vechornytsi dance, Ukrainian Educational and
Jenkintown, PA  Cultural Center, www.ueccphila.org

September 25 Performance, “Forest Management Purelink,” Ukrainian 
Chicago Institute of Modern Art, www.uima-chicago.org 

September 25 Ukrainian Festival, St. John the Baptist Ukrainian
Whippany, NJ Catholic Church, Ukrainian American Cultural Center 
 of New Jersey, 908-759-1771 or www.uaccnj.org 

September 26 Bake-off “Smakolyky,” Ukrainian Educational and Cultural 
Jenkintown, PA Center, www.ueccphila.org

September 28 Webinar, “Canada vs. the U.S.: A Comparison of the 
Online Ukrainian Immigration From the Earliest Days to the 
 Present” with Michael Buryk and Myron Momryk, 
 Ukrainian Genealogy Group, Ukrainian History and 
 Education Center, www.ukrhec.org or
 http://ukrainiangenealogygroup-ncr.org 

September 28 Presentations with Yuriy Rudenko (combat veteran in the
Jenkintown, PA  Donbas) and Volodymyr Havrylov (retired Ukrainian Army 
 General), book presentation “WAR.ru,” and information
 about the charitable non-profit Veterans Dozen Foundation
 (V10) in Ukraine, Manor College, http://manor.edu/uhsc

September 29 Online film discussion with Olena Solodovnikova, “The
Online	 West	Syndrome.	I’m	Used	to	Killing,”	Columbia	University,	
 https://harriman.columbia.edu 

October 2 Craft beer and cider “Uktoberfest,” Shrewd Fox Brewery, 
Eldred, NY 845-557-8255

October 3 Fundraiser fashion show, “With Love & fashion From 
Jenkintown, PA  Ukraine,” with designs by Roksolana Bogutska and Foberini, 
 Ukrainian Federation of America, Ukrainian Educational 
 and Cultural Center, https://uafashionshow.eventbrite.com

October 9 Fundraiser, “Perelaz,” Ukrainian Catholic Education 
Jenkintown, PA  Foundation, St. Michael the Archangel Ukrainian Catholic 
 Church, www.ucef.org

October	14	 Online	discussion	with	Vasyl	Makhno	and	Andrey	Kurkov,	
Online “Encounter: The Ukrainian-Jewish Literary Prize” and 
 other recent developments in Ukrainian literature,  
 Ukrainian Jewish Encounter, Columbia University, 
 https://harriman.columbia.edu 

Entries in “Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to events 
advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome submissions 
from all our readers. Items will be published at the discretion of the editors 
and as space allows. Please send e-mail to mdubas@ukrweekly.com.

ously worked with Yastremska during the 
2019 Asian swing and was on hand for her 
Hamburg comeback.

“His support has been important to me, 
and my family was always with me during 
this time,” Yastremska said. “They were 
supportive all the way through, as were 
many people close to me: my agent and my 
fans.”

The No. 1 seed in Hamburg, Yastremska 
navigated a tense opening set, 7-6(4), and 
an easier second one, 6-4, bringing all the 

firepower for which she has become 
known.

After scoring her first win since reaching 
the round of 16 at the Internazionali BHL 
d’Italia last fall, she appeared ready to put 
this unfortunate incident behind her.

“I want to play and prove again that I 
belong here. I trained a lot during my time 
off the court. I’m ready to get back, play and 
win tennis matches again. Today, that’s all 
that matters to me.”

She defeated Sara Errani of Italy in the 
quarterfinal by scores of 7-6(4), 6-4. 
Yastremska then lost to eventual tourna-
ment champion Elena-Gabriela Ruse of 
Romania 6-2, 1-6, 4-6 in semifinal action.

(Continued from page 16)

Yastremska...
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