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Parliament approves ‘oligarch law,’
Car with Zelenskyy’s top aide riddled
day after attack on top presidential aide with bullets in assassination attempt
Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty’s
Ukrainian Service
Ukrainian lawmakers have approved a
draft bill directed at limiting the influence
of oligarchs, the day after a car carrying a
top aide of President Volodymyr Zelenskyy,
who pushed for the reform, was riddled
with bullets as it traveled through a village.
The second and final reading of the proposed legislation – known as “the oligarch
law” – was adopted by the Verkhovna Rada
on September 23.
The draft law, which must still be signed
by Mr. Zelenskyy, would introduce a legal
definition for an oligarch, create a register
of tycoons and impose limitations on their
activities such as blocking them from
financing political parties.
Mr. Zelenskyy’s team has suggested
anger at the law could be behind an attempt
to assassinate Serhiy Shefir, a top aide and
close friend of the president, on September
22. Mr. Shefir was not injured, but his driver
was hospitalized with gunshot wounds.
The United States has long called on

Ukraine to tackle the handful of tycoons
who wield enormous political influence
from behind the scenes to the detriment of
the country and its citizens.
However, critics of the law have warned
that the proposed legislation opens the
door for subjective targeting.
According to the bill, Ukraine’s National
Security and Defense Council would make
the final determination of whether an individual meets the criteria of a person having
significant economic or political influence
in public life, or, in other words, it would
determine who is an oligarch.
The Council of Ministers, members of the
central bank, the Defense Council, the AntiMonopoly Ministry, or the Security Service of
Ukraine (SBU) have the right to submit the
name of a tycoon for review by the council.
Copyright 2021, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW,
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see
https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-passes-oligarch-law/31474648.html)

President’s longtime friend survives amid string
of assassinations and attempts on other high-level
figures since start of east Ukraine war

Serhii Nuzhnenko/RadioSvoboda.org, RFE/RL

The vehicle in which presidential aide Serhiy Shefir was riding is seen with bullet
holes following an assassination attempt on September 22.
by Mark Raczkiewycz

Zelenskyy pleads with U.N. to do more
to end Russia’s war against Ukraine

KYIV – At about 10 a.m. on September
22, one or more shooter fired a volley of at
least 18 bullets from the woods at a black,
four-door Audi sedan along the road
between the villages of Lisnyky and
Khodosivka in Kyiv Oblast.
Inside the vehicle was the president’s
top aide, Serhiy Shefir, and a driver. The
unidentified driver was shot three times

and hospitalized in critical condition while
Mr. Shefir survived unscathed.
“The purpose of this crime was not to
scare, but to kill,” Interior Affairs Minister
Denys Monastyrsky said at a joint briefing
the same day with Mr. Shefir.
“Greeting me with shots from the forest
at my friend’s car is a weakness. But the
response will be forceful,” President
(Continued on page 16)

U.S. House votes for sanctions in 11th-hour
attempt to undermine Nord Stream 2

become law.
Mr. Biden in May agreed to waive congressionally mandated sanctions on the
The Democratic-controlled U.S. House pipeline in an attempt to smooth out
of Representatives has agreed to add leg- relations with Germany, which has
islation to the annual defense-spending backed the construction of the pipeline.
bill that would place sanctions on The move opened the door to the comRussia’s Nord Stream 2 project, poten- pletion of the pipeline earlier this month.
tially putting in jeopardy an agreement
The decision sparked a backlash
reached between the Biden administ among lawmakers from both parties,
ration and Germany in July.
prompting them to submit new legislation
The House on September 22 unani- that essentially reverses that decision.
mously passed on a voice vote a package
“Kudos to Congress,” John Herbst, the
of amendments to the National Defense former U.S. ambassador to Ukraine, said
Authorization Act (NDAA), including the in a tweet after the vote.
Mr. Herbst, who is now an analyst at
sanctions legislation.
The House was expected to vote on the Washington-based Atlantic Council
the NDAA on September 23. The bill and a fierce opponent of the pipeline,
would still require approval in the Senate
and President Joe Biden’s signature to
(Continued on page 16)
by Todd Prince
Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty

Office of the President of Ukraine

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy delivers a speech at the 76th United
Nations General Assembly in New York on September 22.
by Mark Raczkiewycz
KYIV – Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy delivered an impassioned
speech at the 76th United Nations General
Assembly in which he called on the world’s
most prominent diplomatic convocation to
do more to help end Russia’s war against
his eastern European country.

Given on September 22 while back home
assassins attempted to kill one of his top
confidantes the same day, Mr. Zelenskyy
told the assembly that it needs to live up to
its mandate of maintaining peace and order
throughout the world.
“And today the U.N. is like a retired
(Continued on page 3)
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Kyiv airing disappointment
with Western policies
by Vladimir Socor
Eurasia Daily Monitor
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelens
kyy is reverting to his earlier, forlorn hopes
of improving relations with Russia through a
personal meeting with President Vladimir
Putin. The Ukrainian president is eager to
meet Mr. Putin “any time, any place” –
whether bilaterally or in the framework of a
“Normandy” summit (Russia, Ukraine,
Germany, France). The chief of the Ukrainian
Presidential Office, Andriy Yermak, is negotiating the conditions for a Zelenskyy-Putin
meeting in either of those formats. This
track ended badly for Mr. Zelenskyy in 2019
(see Eurasia Daily Monitor, October 3, 16,
17, December 5, 2019).
A fresh outreach to the Kremlin looks
incongruous with Mr. Zelenskyy’s messages during his recent visit to the United
States (August 31-September 2) and since.
The Ukrainian authorities have flooded the
country’s media with images of Mr.
Zelenskyy’s efforts to advance Ukraine-U.S.
relations and the quest for North Atlantic
Treaty Organization (NATO) membership.
Those efforts are sincere beyond doubt,
although they are also calculated to ensure
the support of Ukrainian patriotic opinion
for Mr. Zelenskyy’s reelection. At the same
time, Mr. Zelenskyy’s strong emphasis on
Ukraine’s Western orientation carries its
costs for the president and his Servant of
the People party in the country’s east and
south. A Zelenskyy-Putin meeting – or at
least a convincing effort by Mr. Zelenskyy to
bring it about – could help rebalance that
electoral equation.
Such rebalancing may become a political
necessity for Mr. Zelenskyy if Ukraine’s
main Western partners continue to disappoint Kyiv’s aspirations. It is, indeed, the
case that Kyiv’s uphill reform efforts are
being inadequately recognized or rewarded; its Western “strategic partners” have
yet to develop a strategic (as distinct from
ad hoc, or piecemeal) approach toward
Ukraine; and the level of Western political
support for Ukraine has, overall, actually
declined in recent months.
The high-profile event known as Yalta
European Strategy (YES), just held in Kyiv
as a “brainstorming” session, occasioned an
unprecedented airing of frustrations by Mr.
Zelenskyy and other Ukrainian officials
(Ukrinform, President.gov.ua, September
13). While admitting to the slow pace of
reforms in Ukraine, they feel that Western
partners underestimate what has been
achieved and the continuing efforts. “What
we need is not strategic partners but strategic friends. Let the strategic partners talk
about our shortcomings, let the strategic
friends close ranks with us,” said Mr.
Zelenskyy, apparently alluding to the largely empty Joint Statement on the
U.S.-Ukraine Strategic Partnership, released
on September 1, during his Washington
visit (see EDM, September 7, 9).
Ukrainian officials see NATO de facto
closing its door to a country that has built a
combat-capable army and holds the line of
Europe’s defense vis-à-vis Russia for the
last seven years. “Ukraine is knocking at a
door that no one intends to open.” “We are
not begging. NATO needs us. NATO would
be weaker without Ukraine. If you want to
strengthen Russia, then do not take
Ukraine,” Mr. Zelenskyy said (Ukrinform,
President.gov.ua, September 13).
The U.S. go-ahead to the Russo-German
Nord Stream 2 natural gas pipeline exposes
Ukraine to severe risks. As Mr. Yermak

noted during the YES forum, Russia is
already using this project as an energy
weapon against Ukraine (withholding transit) and in Europe (driving up prices to
unprecedented levels). According to Mr.
Yermak, political statements from
Washington and Berlin that they would
react to Russian political misuse of this
pipeline are not reassuring. The Ukrainian
president and government have asked for
official commitments in writing, but
Washington and Berlin have yet to respond
(Interfax-Ukraine, September 13).
In an unprecedented public confession,
Foreign Affairs Minister Dmytro Kuleba
said that “this country [Ukraine] has
learned from a number of bitter lessons
that Western promises are likely [to
remain] unfulfilled. We do not believe in
promises. […] Army, diplomacy and the
Ukrainian people – this is what we have to
survive” (The Independent, September 13).
The current year (thus far) seems particularly rich in the kind of lessons to which
Mr. Kuleba alluded. The administration of
U.S. President Joe Biden became the source
of the most serious disappointments.
Following a policy review, one stage of
which seems to have been concluded in
April, the administration greenlighted the
Nord Stream 2 pipeline in May by waving
the Congressionally mandated sanctions on
Russian Gazprom. This decision reversed
the Donald Trump Administration’s policy
that opposed the project’s completion. The
Biden administration withdrew support
from a Ukraine-NATO Membership Action
Plan (MAP), also in May; and it went on in
June to introduce previously non-existent
criteria for Ukraine to qualify for a MAP.
The administration has yet to nominate an
ambassador to Ukraine or a special negotiator on the Russia-Ukraine conflict; both
positions have been vacant for two years
now (see EDM, May 6, 10, 27, June 1, 17).
The Biden administration’s one important
positive message is the abandonment of
the Russian-imposed Minsk “agreements”
regarding the war in Ukraine’s east. The
Joint Statement on the U.S.-Ukraine
Strategic Partnership, while poor in practical deliverables, nevertheless holds the
prospect of reinvigorating that partnership
when the Joint Commission meets again
(see EDM, September 7, 9).
German policy is also frustrating to
Ukraine though hardly disappointing;
Berlin’s policy continued on its long-established track. When Green Party co-chair
Robert Habeck attempted, in June, to stray
from that track, proposing that Germany
authorize sales of defensive military equipment to Ukraine, all German parliamentary
parties (including Mr. Habeck’s Greens)
issued statements against that proposal, as
did the government. This stance also signifies a de facto closing of NATO’s door to
Ukraine. On her farewell visit to Kyiv, German
Chancellor Angela Merkel asked Ukraine to
transpose the “Steinmeier Formula” into
Ukraine’s legislation, notwithstanding that it
is incompatible with Ukrainian sovereignty
and that Ms. Merkel had not previously made
a political investment in the Steinmeier idea
(Ukrinform, August 22).
The accumulated frustrations may
prompt Messrs. Zelenskyy and Yermak to
hedge their bet on the West and go ahead
with their outreach to the Kremlin.
The article above is reprinted from
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation,
www.jamestown.org.

Parliament passes bill banning anti-Semitism
Ukraine’s parliament has passed a law
defining anti-Semitism and banning it in
the country. The Verkhovna Rada on
September 22 approved a second reading
of the bill by 283 votes with the required
minimum of 226, sending it to President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy for his signature to
become law. Mr. Zelenskyy, who is Jewish,
has said he lost relatives in the Holocaust.
An estimated 0.2 percent of Ukraine’s population of 41 million is Jewish. The legislation defines anti-Semitism as hatred of
Jews, calling for or justifying attacks on the
minority, making false or hateful statements about Jews and denying the mass
extermination of Jews during the Holocaust.
Damaging buildings, monuments, or religious institutions would also fall under the
definition of anti-Semitism. “The lack of a
clear definition of anti-Semitism in
Ukrainian legislation does not allow for the
proper classification of crimes committed
on its basis,” the law’s authors said. “In
practice, this leads to the actual impunity of
offenders,” they said. Under the bill, victims
can claim compensation for material and
moral damage and violators may face penalties under existing hate-crime laws. An
estimated 1.5 million of Ukraine’s preWorld War II Jewish population was killed
in the Nazi Holocaust. In one of the worst
atrocities, nearly 34,000 Jewish men,
women and children were killed in mass
shootings on the edge of the capital, Kyiv, on
September 29-30, 1941, in what is known
as the Babyn Yar massacre. (RFE/RL, with
reporting by Reuters and Kyiv Post)
Ukraine extends state of emergency

Ukraine’s government has extended the
country’s state of emergency until the end
of the year as officials deal with a surge in
coronavirus infections. The government
said on September 20 that it would
announce a so-called “yellow” epidemic
level from September 22, which imposes
limits on the number of people who can be
at public venues or attend mass events, and
includes mandatory mask-wearing and
social distancing. The “yellow” level restrictions will not apply if all participants and at
least 80 percent of the staff have one or two

The Ukrainian Weekly

vaccine doses or a “negative” PCR or rapid
antibody test no older than 72 hours. The
decision comes after the number of confirmed new cases of COVID-19 increased
last week by 68 percent, while hospitalizations rose by 51 percent. “It’s true, we are
seeing an increase in the number of new
cases of COVID-19, but thanks to vaccination we have a margin of safety,” Health
Minister Viktor Lyashko said. “The medical
system is ready to respond to the new wave
of infections, but the best way to save your
life and health is to get vaccinated at the
first opportunity available,” he added.
Ukraine has registered some 2.35 million
COVID-19 cases and 54,919 related deaths
since the start of the pandemic, while fewer
than 5.2 million of the country’s 41 million
inhabitants have received two vaccine
doses. (RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service)

Diplomats concerned on judicial reforms

Western diplomats have expressed concern over Ukraine’s delay in implementing
recently passed judicial legislation that is
seen in Washington and Brussels as crucial
to improving the nation’s rule of law and
cleaning up corruption. Following a meeting on September 16 at President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy’s office in Kyiv with
senior members of Ukraine’s parliament
and judicial bodies, diplomats from the
Group of Seven (G-7) industrial nations and
the European Union backed a joint statement demanding judicial reforms move forward. The G-7 diplomats warned against
attempts to delay reforms “aimed at
strengthening the rule of law, increasing
public confidence in the judiciary, attracting foreign investment and bringing
Ukraine’s Euro-Atlantic future closer,”
according to a copy of the statement distributed by Ukraine’s presidential office.
Ukraine’s parliament in July passed two
bills to revamp the nation’s judicial system
in a long-awaited move applauded by
Washington and Brussels. The nation’s
judicial system is plagued by corruption,
undermining political and economic progress. Western nations have tied future
financial aid to its overhaul. The legislation
calls for the creation of panels to oversee
(Continued on page 14)
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President Zelenskyy meets with Ukrainian community in New York

tives: embassies, leaders of different states,
church leaders – all those who feel that they
can do something to restore peace. That is
why each of you must do everything possible to restore peace in our country,” Mr.
Zelenskyy said. “Keep working for Ukraine’s
future, just as Ukraine’s soldiers on the
front lines and those battling on the home
front [are working for Ukraine’s future].”
Mr. Zelenskyy concluded by sharing with
his audience the slogan, “Glory to Ukraine!
Glory to the Heroes!”
The Ukrainian president also presented
awards to the following individuals: Tamara
Olexy, executive director of the Ukrainian
Congress Committee of America (Yaroslav
the Wise, Fifth Degree); Ihor Rudko, national commander of the Ukrainian American
Veterans (For Merit, Third Degree); Prof.
Larissa Kyj, president of the United
Ukrainian American Relief Committee (For
Merit, Third Degree), which was accepted
on her behalf by her son, Alex Kyj; Iryna
Vashchuk Discipio, president of Revived
Ukraine Soldiers (www.rsukraine.org), a
non-profit that provides humanitarian aid
to the people of Ukraine, raises global
awareness of human rights abuses and
threatened freedoms (Princess Olha, Third
Degree); and Julian Kytasty, famed bandura
player, composer and instructor (Honored
Artist of Ukraine). Prof. Solomiya Ivakhiv,
musical director of Music at the Institute
(Ukrainian Institute of America) and associate professor of violin and viola at the
University of Connecticut, was awarded

Honored Artist of Ukraine on August 23
during Mr. Zelenskyy’s previous visit to the
United States.
Mr. Kytasty, in speaking with The
Ukrainian Weekly, spoke about being recognized by the Ukrainian president.
“This is a big one for me, and it is truly
special to receive it in New York at the
Ukrainian Institute of America,” Mr. Kytasty
said. “I began my professional bandura
career in 1980 in New York, where it was
unprecedented to see such rare music
selections performed in America at a professional level prior to Ukraine declaring its
renewed independence 30 years ago. In
1981, I performed my first professional
concert 40 years ago at the Ukrainian
Institute of America.”
Mr. Kytasty was artistic director of the
New York School of Bandura (and now
serves as musical director/instructor),
which received financial support from the
Ukrainian National Association. Additional
information can be found at the school’s
website, www.nybandura.org.
Additional greetings were delivered by
Andrew Futey, president of the Ukrainian
Congress Committee of America, who
greeted Mr. Zelenskyy and wished him success in his work at the United Nations.
“This event was an opportunity for
Ukraine’s president to thank the Ukrainian
community for its efforts here and around
the country. It wasn’t for the Ukrainian
community activists, and the partnerships
that continue to be cultivated, we would

not have the strong bipartisan U.S. support
for Ukraine,” Mr. Futey said during a conversation with an editor of The Weekly.
Mr. Futey thanked Mr. Zelenskyy for his
cooperation and collaboration on a variety
of issues facing Ukraine. He noted that the
Ukrainian diaspora is mobilized within the
intellectual, cultural and civil society
spheres, and he looks forward to further
cooperation between the UCCA and Mr.
Zelenskyy’s administration.
Ukraine, Mr. Futey said, continues to be a
strategic partner for the United States, as
Ukraine pursues membership in NATO and
the EU. The Russia-occupied Donbas
regions of Donetsk and Luhansk oblasts, as
well as Crimea, he said, will return to
Ukraine’s control as the country reminds
the international community of violations
against Ukraine’s sovereignty, territorial
integrity and threats to its independence.
“It’s not over,” Mr. Futey said, adding that
Ukraine needs assistance to attract foreign
investments. “May God protect you and
your work,” he concluded.
Kathy Nalywajko, president of the
Ukrainian Institute of America, welcomed
Mr. Zelenskyy to the Ukrainian Institute of
America and thanked him for his visit to
the UIA.
“This year, as Ukraine celebrates the
30th anniversary of its renewed independence,” Ms. Nalywajko said, “Ukrainians
look ahead to the next 30 years and its
prosperous future with great potential for
growth.”
She expressed best wishes to the president, wished him safe travels, and said she
looks forward to the next meeting with Mr.
Zelenskyy at the UIA.
Unlike in previous years, and due to
COVID-19 restrictions, the audience size for
the event was limited.
Among the dignitaries present from
Ukraine’s diplomatic corps were: Ukraine’s
Foreign Affairs Minister Dmytro Kuleba;
Ukraine’s Ambassador to the United States
Oksana Markarova; Consul General of
Ukraine in New York Oleksii Holubov; Andrii
Sybiha, deputy head of the Office of the
President of Ukraine; and Andriy Yermak,
Mr. Zelenskyy’s chief of staff. Ukrainian
church leaders were represented by Metro
politan Archbishop Borys Gudziak of the
Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of Phila
delphia, and Metropolitan Antony and
Archbishop Daniel of the Ukrainian Ortho
dox Church of the U.S.A.

convocation since the former comedian
and actor was elected in 2019.
The following day, the U.N.’s Office of the
High Commissioner for Human Rights published its latest report about the violence
caused by the war in eastern Ukraine.
There has been “a 51 percent increase in
the number of civilian casualties, including
the deaths of 13 people by ‘active hostilities,’ while dozens of injuries resulted from
mine-related incidents and the handling of
explosive remnants of war,” Radio Free
Europe/Radio Liberty reported.
“Maybe somewhere in Central Park or
Madison Square Garden, those gunshots
are not heard as loudly,” Mr. Zelenskyy said,
referring to prominent New York City landmarks. The U.N. Security Council, where
Russia enjoys veto power, has never been
able to take action on Ukraine.
During his speech, Mr. Zelenskyy also
pleaded with the U.N. to do more to tackle
the COVID-19 pandemic, including having
richer countries share vaccines and for it to
ramp up efforts to address the existential
climate crisis.
Regarding such global challenges, which

include tackling issues such as hunger and
poverty, Mr. Zelenskyy said: “The world
simply is throwing all those misfortunes
into a big bag, and it’s now already ripping
at the seams.”
While in New York, Mr. Zelenskyy met
with the Ukrainian American community,
business leaders such as Microsoft’s Brad
Smith, British Prime Minister Boris Johnson,
NATO Secretary-General Jens Stoltenberg
and this year’s General Assembly President
Abdulla Shahid.
Mr. Zelenskyy asked Mr. Stoltenberg “to
facilitate the release of almost 450
Ukrainians detained in the temporarily
uncontrolled territories and in Russia,” a
presidential statement said.
He also thanked Mr. Stoltenberg for
NATO’s recent participation in Ukraine’s
Crimea Platform, a new international diplomatic effort designed to pressure Russia to
reverse its seizure of Ukrainian lands.
Speaking to a gathering of Ukrainian
Americans, Mr. Zelenskyy presented state
awards and told attendees that “you are
our best ambassadors … because you are
defending our state, our sovereignty, terri-

torial integrity abroad.”
The Ukrainian president’s statement,
issued with his British counterpart, said
Ukraine wants to move forward with a
free-trade deal with the United Kingdom
and it touched upon further ongoing
British support to prop up Kyiv’s defense
capabilities.
Britain is one of the few countries in the
world to provide or sell Ukraine weapons
and it has a military contingent that trains
marines in the country’s southern
Mykolayiv region.
In his speech to the U.N. assembly, Mr.
Zelenskyy urged all member countries to
join the Crimea Platform, including Russia.
Mr. Zelenskyy said that “we do not have
any chosen ones here, untouchables here
in this forum,” referring to Russia, and he
urged member countries to help “rejuvenate” the U.N. The U.N. consists of 193
equal nations, he added, “and I invite all
those nations to join the Declaration of the
Crimea Platform to condemn the [Russian]
occupation and to demonstrate that you
are against changing borders by force in
the world.”

by Matthew Dubas
NEW YORK – President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy met with dozens of leaders representing various Ukrainian community organizations at the Ukrainian Institute of
America (UIA) on September 21 during his
working visit to the United States. His primary reason for the visit to the U.S. was to participate in the opening of the 76th session of
the United Nations General Assembly.
Following the singing of the Ukrainian
national anthem, Mr. Zelenskyy began his
address by highlighting the active role of
the Ukrainian community in the U.S. and its
close working relationship with Ukraine.
“I think you are our best ambassadors.
Because you are defending our state, our
sovereignty, territorial integrity abroad,”
Mr. Zelenskyy said.
During his address, he suggested the
introduction of dual citizenship for
Ukrainians living abroad. This would not be
extended to Ukrainians living on the territory
of unfriendly states, Mr. Zelenskyy said, and
he underscored that the issue should be considered carefully and without haste to anticipate all of the complications that may arise.
“There is a great potential to have diaspora Ukrainians recognized as full citizens
of Ukraine. This is a complicated issue, but
all the difficulties will be resolved due to
our energy, our desire,” the president said.
He also stressed the importance of
restoring respect for Ukraine and Ukrainian
history.
“Respect is measured by concrete things.
Today you can fly home and drive on beautiful roads,” he said, noting that the project
of restoring historical landmarks in
Ukraine is currently underway.
“This is respect for the history of our
country. This year marks the anniversary of
the restoration of our independence, our
state. That is why we are restoring [historical landmarks],” Mr. Zelenskyy said.
Ukraine is turning a new page in its history, and Ukrainians must renew their commitment to Ukraine, as an independent,
colorful and multifaceted country, Mr.
Zelenskyy said. Ukrainians, he added, must
prepare the way for the upcoming leaders
of Ukraine as they enter a new age of independent Ukraine.
Mr. Zelenskyy also emphasized the
importance of restoring peace in Ukraine.
“This [diplomatic path] requires all the
efforts and pressure of foreign representa-

Zelenskyy pleads...
(Continued from page 1)
superhero who has forgotten what he
could do,” Mr. Zelenskyy said during his
22-minute speech. “He considers himself a
burden, a weak, frail, useless old man,
whose life was in vain. Or maybe the U.N.
will remember something?”
Regarding the war in Ukraine’s two easternmost regions, which Russia has waged
since April 2014, Mr. Zelenskyy offered to
host the next U.N. meeting in a global conflict hotspot instead of New York where the
international body is based.
“I’m not being ironic. I’m not trolling
anyone,” he said. “It’s time to wake up.”
Some 14,000 people have been killed in
the two eastern regions, following Russia’s
forcible seizure of Ukraine’s Crimean
Peninsula earlier that year. An additional
1.5 million people have also been internally
displaced as a result of the invasion in what
is Europe’s only ongoing shooting war.
It was Mr. Zelenskyy’s third speech at
the world’s most prominent diplomatic

Matthew Dubas

President Volodymyr Zelenskyy of Ukraine speaks with the Ukrainian community at
the Ukrainian Institute of America in New York on September 21.
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Thousands take part in 10th annual gay pride parade in Kyiv
In a shift from previous years,
this year’s participants
did not face violence
by Roman Tymotsko

KYIV – Some 7,000 supporters of LGBT rights marched
peacefully on September 19 in Ukraine’s capital in what
was this city’s 10th gay pride parade. Organizers of the
march said that, as opposed to previous pride parades that
did incur violence, this year’s march was peaceful with
only a handful of minor provocations.
This was also the first time that organizers of the march
expressed demands on the Ukrainian government. Those
demands, published in a manifesto signed by 15 non-governmental organizations, asked the Ukrainian government
to adopt a bill to combat discrimination and create a procedure for holding people who commit crimes motivated by
homophobia, transphobia and other forms of intolerance
legally liable.
“This is the 10th pride parade,” said Leni Emson, director of KyivPride, a Ukrainian non-governmental organization founded in 2016 to promote awareness of different
issues affecting the lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender
(LBGT) community here. “The parade was successful. It
was calm.”
Organizers of the parade also thanked police for “the
opportunity to hold a safe march.”
They said about 7,000 people took part in the march,
though local officials said the number was lower. KyivPride
said earlier it expected some 10,000 people to take part in
the annual event. In 2019, 9,000 people participated in the
march for equality in Kyiv.
March participants moved through the city center accom
panied by music. Many held signs supporting LGBT rights
and demanding rights for same sex marriage, as well as raising awareness of issues of safety and better sex education.
The organizers did not disclose the exact route and place
of the march so as not to endanger the participants who in
previous years encountered violence and provocations.
Due to safety measures, three subway stations were
closed. Part of Kyiv’s central streets were also blocked.
After the march, participants entered a central metro station that was opened exclusively for event participants. A
special subway train took participants to different undisclosed metro stations after the march in order to deter any
possible violence.
KyivPride volunteers helped participants leave the
venue safely, and, in particular, they asked individuals to
remove or hide any symbols from the march. The safety
measures included asking people to remove any gay pride
identifiable makeup, and, if possible, to change clothes.
Melinda Simmons, the United Kingdom’s ambassador to
Ukraine, attended the Kyiv pride parade together with
other members of the British Embassy in Ukraine.
“I think that Ukraine’s progress in achieving equality is a
journey. It is in development. That is why I am excited to be
here. Because it is really important to support it,” Ms.
Simmons told The Ukrainian Weekly.
“It is hugely positive to see this community here, but it is
small. So, I think that for all of us whose countries have also
been on that journey it is essential to be here,” Ms.
Simmons said.

Roman Tymotsko

Some 7,000 people took part in Kyiv’s 10th annual gay pride parade. They marched down the city’s central streets
to demand equality for members of the country’s LGBT community.
“The United Kingdom’s government supports Ukraine
on this journey. First of all, we are here because we support
this movement. We also provide financial support, particularly in training for people to stay competent in what they
do. I believe that one of the most important things that we
can do is support Ukrainians vocally in what they stand
for,” Ms. Simmons told The Weekly.
Maati Maasikas, the European Union’s ambassador to
Ukraine, also attended the parade.
“I am here because I support Ukraine on its way to
diversity and equality. It has very good progress. This community inspires me. It is well organized here. Kyiv pride
became more normal in recent years, and I am happy
about it,” Mr. Maasikas told The Weekly.
The platform released by KyivPride included the headline “A country for everyone. Laws for life. State for security.”
The first of eight demands in that platform asks that
Ukraine’s parliament adopt bill No. 5488 during the
Verkhovna Rada’s fall session. That bill would help Ukraine
combat discrimination and regulate liability for crimes
motivated by homophobia, transphobia and other forms of
intolerance.
The bill, titled “On Amendments to the Code of Ukraine
on Administrative Offenses and the Criminal Code of
Ukraine on Combating Discrimination,” was registered in
the Verkhovna Rada on May 13 by Prime Minister Denys
Shmyhal.
KyivPride also asked the government to continue enacting law enforcement reforms that would affect the police,
the prosecutor’s office and the judiciary. Those reforms
would better help prosecutors investigate crimes motivated by intolerance.
Among other demands, KyivPride also asked the government to find a balanced legislative solution that would
give citizens the right to free speech while also barring hate
speech and calls for discrimination and violence in public.

They also asked that the government intensify efforts to
recognize civil partnerships between same sex couples in
Ukraine and raise awareness in the country’s healthcare
system of the mental, sexual and reproductive health of
people in the country’s LGBT community.
“We call on parliamentary and non-parliamentary political parties, various socio-political forces and leaders of
public opinion to support the demands of KyivPride-2021,
actively promote each of the items of the manifesto and
work together with LGBT+ communities so that during the
next parade in 2022 together we could state the progress
of Ukraine on the way to full civil equality of all our fellow
citizens,” KyivPride officials said in a statement.
According to a poll conducted by the sociological group
Rating published on August 19, 47 percent of respondents
said they had a negative attitude toward the LGBT community, and 42 percent expressed a negative attitude toward
people who decide not to have children.
According to the survey, the people in Ukraine who are
most tolerant of the LGBT community in Ukraine are girls
aged 16-24. A third of individuals in this demographic
group in Ukraine said they have positive attitudes about
people in the LGBT community. The survey also found that
Kyiv residents are more tolerant than residents of any
other region in the country, while in the east, people are
less tolerant of people in the LGBT community and those
individuals who decide not to have children.
Because individuals who are part of the LBGT community in Ukraine face intolerance and violence, the annual gay
pride march is often the only opportunity when people in
this demographic group can hold hands with their partner
in public.
Members of the LGBT community were also supported
by a group of veterans of the Russia-Ukraine war who also
marched in this year’s parade.
(Continued on page 9)
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Detailing Andriy Shevchenko’s departure from the Ukrainian national soccer team
by Ihor N. Stelmach
Andriy Shevchenko’s September 3 press
conference sent tremors across Ukraine’s
football landscape. The coach rocked and
shocked the public when he revealed his
reasons for departing the coaching duties
of the country’s national team.
Ukraine’s national soccer team performed
well at the Euro 2020 soccer championship,
benefiting from some good luck, but, nonetheless, exhibiting positive results. Indeed,
the quarterfinal showing by the young
Ukrainian squad, still in a development
stage, turned out to be quite successful.
In spite of this superior achievement,
Shevchenko still decided to resign from the
head coaching position. Some surmised he
had ambitions of moving on to coaching at
the club level, others believed he was
denied a salary increase that he requested
after Ukraine earned its berth in the Euro
2020 quarterfinals, thus being forced out
by the Ukrainian Association of Football
(UAF). Early September saw Shevchenko
hold a press conference to explain why his
coaching contract was not renewed.
According to Shevchenko, he made clear
his desire to remain in his coaching position with the national team to Andrey
Pavelko, who is his godfather and the head
of the UAF. At the time, Pavelko was not
ready to discuss the issue and broke off all
communication with Shevchenko. After
several weeks, Shevchenko decided to tell
the media and fans his side of the story.
His contract expired on July 30. The next
step would have seen him sign an agreement with the UAF to say on as head coach.
However, while Shevchenko wanted to stay
on and continue working in the ongoing
development of the national team, the UAF,
represented by Pavelko, did not respond.
The question of compensation was
broached and Shevchenko’s lawyer (present at the press conference to address the
coach’s key contract clauses) noted that the
coach’s contract could have been extended
through 2022 on the same terms. Shev
chenko said his salary had not changed
during the five years he led the national
team.
Throughout the course of his press conference, Shevchenko reiterated that he simply wanted to explain his position to the
public and it was never his intention to
start a conflict with Andrey Pavelko or the
UAF. The nature of the event did strongly
indicate that Shevchenko wanted to find
out why the UAF ignored his offer to extend
his contract for another year and a half,
seemingly choosing to not retain his services. When asked about the possibility of
returning to the post of head coach of the
Ukrainian national team, Shevchenko
avoided a direct answer.
Posturing and personalities

Shevchenko took over coaching duties of
the national team on July 15, 2016, following the disastrous Euro 2016 tournament,
after which the head coach of the national
team at that time, Mikhail Fomenko, was
dismissed. Shevchenko held the reigns for
five years, culminating with his team’s successful run to the Euro 2020 quarterfinal
round, only to see his expiring contract not
be renewed. So, what happened?
How Shevchenko left

On August 1 Andriy Shevchenko posted
on Instagram that he was leaving his position as coach of the Ukrainian national soccer team because his contract had expired.
The timing of the announcement seemed
odd as Ukraine had recently showed well at
Euro 2020 and was in the midst of a quali-

fying cycle for the World Cup.
“It was hard work that proved we can
play modern football,” Shevchenko said in
his Instagram post. “I am grateful to the
president and the entire UAF leadership for
the opportunity to work with the Ukrainian
national team. Thanks to every player,
every person who helped us and participated in the life of the team. Together we were
able to show that our football can be competitive, productive and inspiring.”
The UAF provided a somewhat confusing response the same day. The head of the
national team committee, Myron Marke
vich, claimed not to be aware of Shev
chenko’s departure, saying that the coach
was on vacation. He said the dialogue
between the UAF and Shevchenko was
ongoing and his fate would depend on further communication.
A few days later media reports announ
ced the reason for Shevchenko’s departure,
saying the issue was a financial dispute.
Sport.ua wrote that the UAF reduced the
coach’s salary for qualifying rounds of the
2022 World Cup several times, the latest

football.ua

Andriy Shevchenko, head coach of the
Ukrainian national team, during a match
against Malta in 2017.

reduction from $75,000 per month to
$35,000. Additionally, the requested funding for the entire coaching staff was only
$1.5 million, though Shevchenko previously
asked for $3 million.
News reports suggested that Shev
chenko did not renew his contract because
he is interested in a coaching position with
Ukraine’s club team Dynamo Kyiv. Others
said that management of the national team
had reached an agreement with Sergei
Rebrov to be the new head coach and that
they wanted to reduce the size of the coaching staff in an effort to cut costs.
In addition, reports also pointed out
Shevchenko’s conflict with the UAF, which
came to light after the World Cup qualifying
match against Kazakhstan when Shevchenko
publicly quarreled with Andrey Pavelko. The
two again had a heated argument after
Ukraine’s Euro 2020 match against Austria.
Meanwhile, Pavelko’s reputation had
already been tarnished by alleged financial
scandals and other investigations.
(Continued on page 7)
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A forceful response
This has been an unusually busy and eventful week for Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy. Having visited the United States a few weeks earlier, he
began his week by flying back to the United States to address the 76th United
Nations General Assembly on September 22, where he pleaded with world leaders
to do more to help end Russia’s war against Ukraine.
Mr. Zelenskyy’s speech to the U.N. came on the same day that an assassin or
assassins fired a volley of at least 18 bullets from the woods along a road in Kyiv
Oblast at a black, four-door Audi sedan carrying the president’s top aide, Serhiy
Shefir, and a driver. The unidentified driver was shot three times and hospitalized in
critical condition while Mr. Shefir was not harmed.
Addressing the incident during his U.N. speech, Mr. Zelenskyy said “greeting me
with shots from the forest at my friend’s car is a weakness. But the response will be
forceful.”
Back in Kyiv, Internal Affairs Minister Denys Monastyrskiy also talked with journalists about the assassination attempt.
“The aim of this crime was not to simply intimidate, but to assassinate the
Ukrainian president’s top aide. … I would like to stress that the presidential team of
Ukraine cannot be intimidated. All of the initiated reforms, including the fight
against organized crime, will be continued,” Mr. Monastyrskiy said, referring to one
proposed motive for the crime, which was that the attack was meant to dissuade
Mr. Zelenskyy’s team from implementing reforms that would diminish the power of
Ukraine’s corrupt oligarchs.
And it seems that, in fact, Mr. Zelenskyy was emboldened to push for those
reforms. The day after the attack, the Ukrainian president stood in the Verkhovna
Rada and watched as lawmakers approved a draft bill meant to limit the influence
of oligarchs in the country. Known as “the oligarch law,” the bill was adopted by the
Verkhovna Rada on September 23 after a second and final reading of the proposed
legislation.
While the draft legislation must still be signed by Mr. Zelenskyy before it
becomes law, the proposed bill would define who is an oligarch, it would create a
register of people classified as such, and it would place limitations on their ability
to influence Ukrainian politics.
Tackling the issues of corruption and Ukraine’s oligarchs is no small challenge
for Mr. Zelenskyy, and he must do so while facing the very real threat of continued
Russian aggression against his country. In short, he faces incredible threats from
both within his own country and from outside of it.
Time will tell whether Mr. Zelenskyy is truly intent on rooting out corruption in
Ukraine, but the Ukrainian president can begin by signing “the oligarch law” and
continuing to fight the country’s oligarchs. Doing so would demonstrate that
Ukraine will not be intimidated by acts of “weakness,” as the president put it, and
efforts to intimidate the country’s reformers will be met with a “forceful” response.

Sept.

Turning the pages back...

29

Five years ago, on September 29, 2016, Ukraine marked the
75th anniversary of the World War II-era mass execution of
33,771 Jews at the Babyn Yar ravine on the outskirts of Kyiv.
World leaders attended the official commemoration, hosted by
President Petro Poroshenko, which included Israeli President
Reuven Rivlin, who was on a working visit to Ukraine but had to
return to Israel on September 28 after the death of Israeli statesman Shimon Peres.
The massacre of Jews in 1941 at Babyn Yar was an early example of the industrial-scale
murder that the Nazis would employ in their annihilation of the Jewish people. More than
100,000 people were executed at Babyn Yar during the Nazi occupation of Kyiv, with some
33,000 Jews murdered on September 29-30, 1941. Ukraine’s Prime Minister Volodymyr
Groysman urged Ukrainians to never forget the victims of Babyn Yar. In a Facebook post,
Mr. Groysman wrote: “There were Jews, Roma people, Soviet prisoners of war and fighters
of the Ukrainian liberation movement among those executed by firing squads. We remember each of them.”
The weeklong observance (September 23-29) to honor the victims included three
hours of hearings hosted by the Verkhovna Rada, which included addresses by Ukraine’s
chief rabbi, Yaakov Dov Bleich, parliamentary deputies and political dignitaries.
Ukrainian historian Prof. Robert Magocsi, who recounted his experience visiting Babyn
Yar, told The Ukrainian Weekly, “It’s essentially a cemetery, a huge killing field. It’s a
necropolis, a place for reflection.” Prof. Magosci was in Ukraine assisting with preparations
for the commemoration as a board member of the Ukrainian Jewish Encounter, a Canadabased non-profit that works to foster understanding of Ukrainian-Jewish relations.
The commemorative symposium that was organized by the Ukrainian Jewish
Encounter attracted 1,000 foreign delegates in Kyiv that included film screenings, art
shows, a commemorative book presentation (“Babyn Yar: History and Memory”), panel
discussions and a commemorative concert.
Prof. Magosci underscored the need to reach the younger generation to ensure that
Babyn Yar is kept at the forefront of Ukrainian historical memory, as well as that the location itself is preserved for future generations. He reiterated that the mass killing at Babyn
Yar is a reminder of the plight of the Crimean Tatars that is continuing to this day in
Russia-occupied Crimea.
“We need educational programs to inform – ideas that certain things shouldn’t ever

2016
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SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, 2021

No. 39

WINDOW ON EURASIA

Entire spectrum of Russian propaganda increasingly
aggressive in its messaging, says Russia analyst
by Paul Goble
Russian propaganda can be classified
into three broad categories, and until
recently only the last contained aggressive
messages, according to Kseniya Kirillova,
an investigative journalist who also provides analysis for The Jamestown Foun
dation. But now things have changed, and
Moscow has inserted aggressive notions in
the other two as well, marking an effort to
mobilize a population increasingly alienated from the regime.
Ms. Kirillova described the three main
kinds of Russian propaganda and the way
that each has changed. And she pointed out
that behind this aggressiveness in propaganda lies an effort to justify more aggressive repression against the regime’s opponents (ru.krymr.com/a/rossiyskaya-propaganda-novyy-etap/31470589.html).
The first kind of Russian propaganda
contains “disorienting content, directed at
discrediting the notion of truth as such,”
Ms. Kirillova said. Its message is not inherently aggressive but rather is intended to

make people suspicious of everything they
hear and thus unwilling to accept anyone’s
arguments or even facts.
The second kind features defensive content and promotes the idea that Russia is “a
besieged fortress surrounded by enemies.”
But it too is not inherently aggressive. It
calls on the population to defend their system against attack, but it normally does not
include calls to respond to these attacks by
pursuing aggression against their originators.
Only the third kind, which is centered
around “aggressive content,” has done that
in the past. For example, Moscow has
called for the destruction of Ukraine and
responding to any attack by carrying the
battle back to those responsible for launching it.
“However,” Ms. Kirillova said, “in the last
year there has been a clear tendency to
increase the percentage of aggressive content” not only in explicitly aggressive messages but also to “change and reorient
(Continued on page 7)

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

In memory of
George Sawchak
Dear Editor:

On August 21, the sad news of the passing of George Sawchak stunned the
Ukrainian as well as the American communities. I speak for all of his friends, coworkers and all those who had the privilege to
know him when I say that this was a man
of honor, integrity, commitment and compassion.
George was blessed with many talents –
athlete, engineer, musician (piano and
voice), teacher and coach to many. He loved
to sing, dance and enjoy his friends. He even
volunteered in his town in Pennsylvania.
Every one of us has a story to tell about this
man who touched us all. He was a soccer
player on a championship-winning college
team, and he had many victories on tennis
courts (I competed against him many times,
but don’t recall ever beating him).
He spent over 40 years running and

coaching tennis camps at the Soyuzivka
Heritage Center. Many campers went on to
become accomplished players. He directed
and participated in many tennis tournaments during the July 4 and Labor Day holidays, and he directed tournaments at
Tryzubivka for 20 years.
His love of family was beyond question,
his commitment to his profession was commendable, and sports fueled his competitiveness. His name will always be associated
with service and dedication. George was a
fighter all of his life. He was committed to
excellence and loved his life, and his beloved
wife Petrusia was always at his side.
But then the angels came and closed his
eyes and whispered “peace be to you.” It
broke our hearts to lose you, but you didn’t
go alone, for part of all of us went with you
the day God called you home. His spirit will
live on and watch over those he loved. We
will never forget; we will always remember.
Rest in peace our dearest friend. With
deepest condolences,
George Hrabec
Danvers, Mass.

A note of thanks to our readers
The staff of The Ukrainian Weekly
expresses sincere thanks to all of our
readers and social media supporters for
their positive reactions to our 30th anniversary issue published on August 22.
Space limitations did not allow us to
publish all of the information we would
have liked, and more coverage of the
events leading up to the declaration of
Ukraine’s independence on August 24,
1991, can be found in our newspaper’s
digital archive at https://www.ukrweekly.com/uwwp/pdf-archive/.
And one note of clarification: our
August 22 issue presented an abridged
version of an extensive event timeline
from the days leading up to Ukraine’s
declaration of independence on August

24, 1991. The full timeline, prepared by
Roma Hadzewycz, the former editor-inchief of The Ukrainian Weekly and
Svoboda, was first published in the book
“Ukraine Lives!” The full text of the historical timeline can be found at https://
www.ukrweekly.com/uwwp/books/.
We encourage our readers to view the
full timeline, which begins on page 10 of
that book. The Ukrainian National
Association is committed to supporting
the study of the history of Ukraine and
the Ukrainian diaspora in North
America, and we encourage students,
scholars and interested individuals to
visit The Weekly’s various resources that
can be found on our web site at https://
www.ukrweekly.com/uwwp/.
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Detailing...
(Continued from page 5)
What Shevchenko says

Shevchenko said he wanted to extend his
contract, but he claimed that representatives of the UAF ignored him and allowed
the deal to expire. Shevchenko flew to Kyiv
for a discussion with Pavelko, who chose
not to pursue the extension talks. Shev
chenko then left for vacation, met up with
Pavelko a second time, but that meeting
produced no positive result, so the coach
proceeded to make an announcement on
Instagram that his contract had ended, adding that he never wanted to leave the job.
What the UAF says

The association said it planned the
extension of the contract before the start of
the Euro 2020 tournament. Football.ua
found out on June 7 that the UAF executive
committee set the date for contract negotiations with Shevchenko in early August, with
the hope of extending the agreement
through the end of 2022. On July 30, the
association sent a letter to Shevchenko,
inviting him to a meeting on August 2 to
discuss a new contract. The UAF said
Shevchenko never responded to the letter

The national team now

Ukraine’s national team is now headed
by Alexander Petrakov. The 64-year-old has
been coaching various Ukrainian youth
teams since 2010 and is currently the acting head coach of the men’s national team
squad. There is still a slight possibility the
UAF may agree on a contract renewal with
Shevchenko since he is unemployed and no
European clubs have shown serious interest in him. The Rebrov option may have
been an illusion at best since he is coaching
the club team Al Ain in the United Arab
Emirates.
Much depends now on the fractured
relationship between Shevchenko and UAF
president Pavelko. The latter reportedly
had high hopes to employ Rebrov as
Shevchenko’s successor and now is without
a coach. Many experts now believe that a
partnership between Pavelko and Shev
chenko is hopeless.
Meanwhile, Ukraine is in a most challenging situation in their World Cup qualifying group, as they face a tough fight with
Finland for second place in the group.
Ihor Stelmach may be reached at iman@
sfgsports.com.

Ukrainian national soccer team coach Andriy Shevchenko speaks with reporters during a press conference in 2020.

(Continued from page 6)
other kinds of content so as to provide
direct justification of aggression” by
Russians against others and by the Russian
state against its domestic opponents.
This shift is most clearly seen in propaganda involving “disorienting content.” It
now argues that the source of any criticism
of the powers that be is “the result of ‘a special operation of the West’ and therefore is
false by definition;” and it is designed to
create the impression that “the main source
of fakes is not the powers but their opponents” who thus must not be believed, Ms.
Kirillova said.
“If earlier disorienting propaganda
stopped at this, having created the illusion
that it is senseless to search for objective
truth in such circumstances, then now the
propagandistic conception has itself
changed,” the analyst said. Now the powers
are saying that truth exists and is whatever
the Russian authorities say it is. Only everything else is false.
That justifies information wars, attacks
on Russian journalists and attacks on the
West as well. In this way, Ms. Kirillova said,
“even disorienting content in this case is
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and did not appear at the scheduled meeting.

Ukrainian Association of Football
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being reoriented to include calls for
aggression and is only a subtext for
attempts to draw the population to antiWestern propaganda” and to support the
idea that the enemies of the state must be
destroyed.
Similar changes have occurred in defensive propaganda messaging as well, the
analyst said. Now the defense of the state
does not end with a call for vigilance but
rather a call for action. There is good reason to think, however, that this shift is in
some ways an act of desperation by the
authorities who can no longer count on the
population to accept what they say.
Instead, they have to ramp up their messages in the hopes that at least some
Russians now wavering in support of the
Kremlin will change course on the basis of
the illusion that Russia is at war with the
world at home and abroad and come to
believe that they have to defend it regardless of how they feel about much of what
Moscow does.
Paul Goble is a long-time specialist on
ethnic and religious questions in Eurasia.
The article above is reprinted with permission from his blog called “Window on
Eurasia” (http://windowoneurasia2.
blogspot.com/).

Chetniks, trust and more
I spent the summer of 1943 on a farm
owned by my parents in Parkville, Mich.
Mother loved movies, so on many a
Friday afternoon mom, my sister Vera
and I would trek over to highway M60
and wait to wave down the Detroit to
Chicago Greyhound bus. It took us to
Three Rivers, Mich., which had a movie
theater. As soon as the movie ended, we’d
walk to a restaurant where the Chicago to
Detroit Greyhound passengers were
enjoying a rest stop. The driver agreed to
take us to the road which led to Parkville,
Mich. Mom always found a way to watch
a movie.
One of the movies we saw that summer was “Chetniks! The Fighting
Guerillas” starring Philip Dorn and the
glamorous Ukrainian-born actress Anna
Sten as his wife. The movie was about
Gen. Draja Mihailovich and his guerrilla
army fighting Germans who had invaded
Yugoslavia.
Who was Anna Sten you ask? Anna
was born Anna Petrovna Fesak in Kyiv in
1906. Her father was of Kozak ancestry,
her mother Swedish. She began acting in
stage plays and films in the Soviet Union.
Anna also traveled to Germany, starred in
several films and was noticed by Samuel
Goldwyn who brought her to the U.S.
where her acting career took off.
But was she really Ukrainian? An article in The Ukrainian Weekly in 1937
mentioned an interview Anna had with
Mrs. John Orlyk during which she mentioned that her first language was
Ukrainian. “I am Ukrainian,” she said
clearly.
I have a copy of a portrait of Anna in
Ukrainian embroidery by noted artist
Nicholas Bervinchak who sent Anna the
original. According to The Ukrainian
Weekly, he was sorely disappointed that
Anna never acknowledged receipt.
“Chetniks” made a tremendous impact
on me at the time. I was 10 years old and
recall spending the rest of the summer
pretending to be a Chetnik finding
“Nazis” in the barn, in trees, behind the
chicken coop, even under the corn crib.
At the time, Gen. Mihailovich was very
popular among the Allies. He made the
cover of Time magazine on May 25, 1942.
The cover story was laudatory. “Ever
since Adolf Hitler vaingloriously
announced a year ago that he had conquered Yugoslavia,” the story said, “Draja
Mihailovich and his 150,000 guerrillas in
the mountains … have flung the lie in
Hitler’s teeth. It has been probably the
greatest guerrilla operation in history.”
“Last fall Mihailovich kept as many as
seven Nazi divisions chasing him through
his Sumadija mountains.”
“Mihailovich’s annihilation of Axis
detachments, bombing of roads and a
bridge, breaking off communications and
stealing of ammunition have been so
widespread that the Nazis had to declare
a new state of war in their ‘conquered’
territory.”
“Last October, the Nazis even asked for
peace,” the story said.
“When Mihailovich refused, they
priced his head at $1 million.”
Years later I learned that Gen. Mihai

lovich had been captured by Tito’s
Communist partisans, tried as a Nazi collaborator and shot by a firing squad. Say
what? How did that happen?
T h e a n swe r i s fo u n d i n S e a n
McMeekin’s epic revisionist treatise,
“Stalin’s War: A New History of World
War II.” Put simply, Gen. Mihailovich was
betrayed by those he trusted.
A major factor leading to the demise of
Gen. Mihailovich was Soviet agitprop.
Stalin was determined to smear the Serb
patriot as a German collaborator and he
eventually succeeded. Chetnik victories
were attributed to Tito’s Communist partisans, Mihailovich was a traitor to the
Allied cause and so on, ad nauseam. The
Allies were soon taken in, especially
Winston Churchill who threw the Serb
under the bus hoping Stalin would return
the favor. Fat chance.
“What Stalin understood better than
Churchill in 1943,” writes Prof.
McMeekin, “was that Mihailovich and Tito
were fighting for different versions of
Yugoslavia’s future, a struggle in which
propaganda was hugely important. …
Mihailovic was fighting on behalf of the
royal government in exile. Tito wanted to
impose Soviet Communism on the country.”
Winston Churchill sent a high-ranking
diplomat, Fitzroy Maclean, to meet with
Tito, bypassing two other British attaches
working directly with Mihailovich. Tito
mesmerized the British diplomat who
became, in essence, an unwitting mouthpiece for Stalin’s man.
The Maclean Report was a whitewash
of Tito and a downplay of the Chetniks,
exactly what Churchill wanted, Maclean
had come to believe.
“Churchill decided to throw in his lot
with the Communists in Yugoslavia,”
writes Prof. McMeekin. The Chetniks
were told to stand down.
How did this happen? Churchill was a
conservative, a lifelong anti-Communist, a
man who despised Stalin as a mass murderer. And yet there it was. Mihailovich
was dumped by the British and eventually by President Franklin D. Roosevelt.
A similar fate befell Gen. Chiang Kaishek, a Chinese nationalist leader fighting the Communists of Mao Zedong.
Stalin preferred Mao. So, Chiang was
shown the door once Soviet agitprop
came into play. As I wrote in a previous
column, Stalin mostly got what he wanted.
Years later, the United States was once
again in a position to help nations struggling to become free, this time from
Soviet domination. The Polish uprising
and Hungarian revolution of 1946 left the
United States flatfooted. We did little to
help.
Our retreat from Vietnam and, more
recently from Afghanistan, did little to
bolster Allied trust in our ability to stand
by them. Will we walk away from Taiwan
next?
America needs allies who can trust us.
Ukraine trusts us. Is that trust misplaced?
Myron Kuropas’s e-mail address is
kuropas@comcast.net.
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Roman Tymotsko

Members of the group Ukrainian Military-LGBT for Equal Rights took part in
Kyiv’s 10th gay pride parade on September 19.

Melinda Simmons (left), the United Kingdom’s ambassador to Ukraine, and other
embassy staff took part in Kyiv’s 10th gay pride parade on September 19.

Thousands...

ety activists.
But there are also indications that the
situation is improving in Ukraine.
“The main positive change I see is the
growth of consciousness in Ukrainian society, which, in particular, is manifested in the
growing number of people who take part in

(Continued from page 4)
Viktor Pylypenko, head of the group
Ukrainian Military-LGBT for Equal Rights,
told The Weekly that the organization took
part in the previous two Kyiv pride parades
because discrimination against gay individuals is also an issue in the military.
“In my opinion, the biggest problem for
the LGBT+ military is the lack of the right to
legalize marriages for LGBT+ people. Boys
and girls risk their lives at the front, lose
their health, become disabled and their
children and civilian partners remain vulnerable. At the same time, heterosexual
military partners have full preferences and
benefits from the state, meanwhile LGBT+
people still do not have this protection
from the state,” Mr. Pylypenko said.
“We need to raise awareness of both the
community and our problems. We also
carry out educational work, arguing that
equality is needed for the LGBT+ community and other discriminated communities.
Thus, social change needs to take place, and
that entails legislative changes. Deputies
will no longer be so afraid to support this
agenda if we demand our rights more loudly,” Mr. Pylypenko said.
Daryna Mizina, an activist with Amnesty
International Ukraine, said the most crucial
criterion for progress in the context of the
pride march and the rights of LGBT people in
Ukraine was the level of security and the
absence of violence during the event.
This year, according to the organizers,
the march took place without violence,
though participants in previous parades
did encounter widespread violence both
during and after the event.
“Although I don’t want people to think
that everything is finally good, because outside the LGBT+ march there is a constant
threat of violence from hate groups, and
investigations into these attacks very rarely
conclude that these instances are hate
crimes. Moreover, they very rarely come to
a logical conclusion with the perpetrators
being brought to justice,” Ms. Mizina said.
“In my opinion, in the coming years, the
main focus in the field of human rights in
Ukraine should be the ratification of the
Istanbul Convention to Combat Domestic
Violence and Violence against Women, as
well as the improvement of legislation to
protect people from hate crimes,” Ms.
Mizina said. “These things come to mind
first, but I want the Ukrainian authorities
and society to choose a more general, but
even more important, goal: to protect the
rights of everyone, at all levels and in all
manifestations.”
Human rights organizations and civil

society groups in Ukraine still document
many instances of hate crimes, and they
find that police do not properly investigate
instances of domestic violence, police violence (including torture), delays in the
investigation of murders, and violence
against Ukrainian journalists and civil soci-

marches for equality, for women’s rights,
protection of animals, climate and more.
But we still have to fight for rights because
we are still at a fragile point where any step
back will mean leveling the efforts that
have been made for decades,” Ms. Mizina
said.
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Ukrainian Running Club New York marks 30th anniversary of Ukraine’s renewed independence with Vyshyvanka Run
by Stefan Slutsky
NEW YORK – Every year since 2015,
Ukrainian Running Club New York has celebrated Ukrainian Independence Day with a
Vyshyvanka Run. As the name implies, participants must run or walk a certain distance
while wearing a traditional Ukrainian
embroidered shirts (vyshyvanka) or a T-shirt
made to look like an embroidered shirt.
As a result of the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, last year’s Vyshyvanka Run took
place virtually. Instead of holding a run in
one location, this year Ukrainian Running
Club New York took the added pandemic
precaution of holding the event in three different locations: Central Park in Manhattan,
Prospect Park in Brooklyn, N.Y., and for the
first time Liberty Park in Jersey City, N.J.
But organizers of this year’s event had
even more challenges to overcome, as hurricane Henri hit New York City and the surrounding area, forcing organizers of the

Vyshyvanka Run to urgently postpone the
event from August 22 to the following
Sunday. As a result, runners had a cloudy,
but not hot Vyshyvanka Run on August 29;
the better weather made it more pleasant
for the event’s participants.
The group with walkers in Prospect Park
was led by the founder of Ukrainian
Running Club New York Anna Shpook,
while the group of runners was led by
Helen Bezuglov and Oleksandr Soldatenko.
In Central Park, these roles were performed
by Dmytro Molchanov and Dmytro Boyko,
respectively, and in Liberty Park by Olga
Melnyk and Stefan Slutsky.
All participants in this year’s Vyshyvanka
Run received gift bags and water bottles
with the Ukrainian Running Club New York
logo at the conclusion of the event.
In addition, Ukrainian Running Club of
New York gave participants beautiful color
maps with distances for runners and
walkers, which helped participants during

Part of the runners’ group in Liberty Park, Jersey City, N.J.

Stefan Slutsky

The most active participants of Vyshyvanka Run were awarded with medals.
the event. The maps also served as a keepsake.
Members of the organization Ukrainian
Jersey City – among them, Mariya Soroka,
Elena Rudenko, Oksana Bats and Inna
Dremliuha – actively participated in organizing this year’s Vyshyvanka Run in Liberty
Park, located in Jersey City, N.J. As a result of
their efforts, 28 adults and six children joined
the Vyshyvanka Run in Liberty Park alone.
The check-in, start and finish lines for
the run were located on the picturesque
lawn of Flag Plaza just opposite the Statue
of Liberty. After determining the direction
in which Kyiv was located, warming-up,
which was led by Veronika Gunko, and
singing the Ukrainian national anthem, the
runners started their 7-kilometer course.
They were followed by individuals who
walked a distance of three kilometers.
The course took runners to the Open Sky
Memorial and the historic New Jersey
Central Railroad Terminal. Both groups –
walkers and runners – took part in the

event while carrying Ukrainian flags along
the crowded promenade of the park, where
many interested viewers were told that a
bright anniversary was being celebrated.
A separate race was organized for children. Participants in that race, which was
emotional for both the young runners and
their parents, received beautiful medals
prepared especially for this year’s event.
The fastest runners and volunteers were
also awarded medals.
Following the event in Jersey City, participants stayed and talked for several hours
and organizers said they plan to hold future
Vyshyvanka Runs in that location annually.
Organizers expressed thanks to Tetiana
Samokysh, who prepared a platform for an
online registration of participants for all
three locations, as well as to Erica Slutsky,
who delivered medals to New York which
were made in Kyiv, and to the weekly newspapers Meest and The Ukrainian Weekly,
which ran advertisements of leading up the
Vyshyvanka Run.
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Selfreliance FCU holds 70th Annual Meeting, reports strong financial status
CHICAGO – The Selfreliance Federal
Credit Union (SFCU) held its 70th Annual
Meeting at the organization’s home office
in Chicago. It reported assets exceeding
$700 million, a net income of $1.3 million
in 2020 and capital approaching $115 million, the SFCU leadership reported during
the meeting.
The Chairman of the Board of Directors
Oleh Karawan called to order the meeting,
which was held on August 4 with social
distancing and occupancy restrictions as a
result of the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic.
Mr. Karawan spoke of the challenges the
credit union faced and overcame during
the pandemic. He said the Selfreliance
Foundation reacted as soon as lockdown
restrictions were announced in order to
provide financial assistance to Ukrainian
churches and community organizations in
anticipation of their need, waiting for them
to request assistance.
Mr. Karawan also applauded the ability
of the credit union’s staff, under the leadership of President and CEO Vitaliy Kutnyy, to
react swiftly and meet the financial needs
of its members and the community at large.
Board Secretary Victor Wojtychiw read
the minutes of the 69th Annual Meeting,
which were accepted as read. The Rev.
Serhiy Kovalchuk, pastor of St. Nicholas
Cathedral, read the invocation.
Mr. Kutnyy reported on the financial
condition of SFCU and credit union operations, saying that the credit union responded to the needs of its members during the
pandemic by introducing a skip-a-pay feature for credit union members who were
finding it difficult to make monthly loan
payments. The credit union also suspended charging fees for ATM use.
The credit union’s planned expansion of
its online banking services was especially
timely. Expanding online member access to
their accounts via smartphone, tablet or
computer enabled credit union members
who could not physically visit the credit
union offices due to pandemic restrictions
to access their accounts from home.
The credit union participated in the
Small Business Administration’s Paycheck
Protection Program, issuing $3.7 million in
loans to help small businesses with expenses, including $880,000 provided in loans to
churches and other community institutions.
Selfreliance FCU initiated a scholarship
program, through which 15 young credit
union members received assistance toward
college tuition. Despite delays in material
procurement and construction, Selfreliance

St. Nicholas Cathedral School Principal
Anna Cirilli greeted SFCU officials during the organization’s 70th Annual
Meeting.

Courtesy SFCU

President and CEO Vitaliy Kutnyy
reports on the SFCU’s operations in 2020.

Chairman of the Board Oleh Karawan (standing) introduces the Board of Directors
(seated from left to right): Vice-Chair/Secretary Victor Wojtychiw, Vice-Chair/
Treasurer Bohdan Watral, President/CEO Vitaliy Kutnyy, Vice-Chair/Foundation
Chair Oresta Fedyniak, Vice-Chair Ihor Laszok, Board Member John Oharenko and
Ivan Pavlyk, honorary board member.

was able to open a new office in Ham
tramck, Mich., to better serve the community in the Detroit area.
Despite the difficult circumstances,
2020 was a financially profitable year for
Selfreliance FCU. 1,200 credit union members borrowed a total surpassing $100 million, taking advantage of historically low
interest rates. Credit Union assets exceeded
$700 million. Credit union net income for
2020 was $1.3 million, and credit union
capital is approaching $115 million.
Selfreliance continues to be one of the
most stable financial institutions in the
United States. In 2020 the credit union surveyed its members, and over 800 individuals provided responses and suggestions for
improved services. Mr. Kutnyy especially
thanked employees who, despite facing
great challenges, came in to work during
the pandemic.
Bohdan Wruskyj, Supervisory Commit
tee chairman, said this year the committee
focused its audits on a number of issues,
including inventories, accounts payable,
risk assessment, audits of bank reconciliation and responses to member issues and
concerns.
Irene Wruskyj reported on behalf of the
Nominating Committee, whose members
represent three Ukrainian youth organizations: Irene Wruskyj (CYM), Mykola Skyba,
Jr., (ODUM) and Andriy Kolomayets (Plast).
The Nominating Committee presented a
slate of three individuals to serve as directors: Oresta Fedyniak, Ihor Laszok and
Joseph Owerko. These three board mem-

bers were unanimously reelected.
Victor Wojtychiw read the list of greetings from religious and community organizations. Secretary Victor Wojtychiw read
the list of organizations submitting written
greetings to the Annual Meeting. These
included, from Illinois, the Ukrainian
National Credit Union Association in the
U.S.; the Ukrainian National Museum in
Chicago; the Ukrainian Institute of Modern
Art; Branch 8 of the Organization for the
Defense of Four Freedoms for Ukraine
(ODFFU); the Kyiv-Mohyla Foundation of
the U.S.A.; the Holodomor-Genocide
Foundation; the Ukrainian Dance Ensemble
Hromovytsia.
Organizations in New Jersey included
the Morris Branch of the Ukrainian
Congress Committee of America; the
ODFFU 1st and 5th branches; the
Ukrainian Youth Association of Jersey City,
N.J.; the Newark Branch of Plast Ukrainian
Scouting Organization in the U.S.A.; the
Ukrainian National Home in Irvington, N.J.;
Chornomorska Sitch Sports Association;
the Ukrainian Sports Federation of the
U.S.A. and Canada (USCAK); the Ukrainian
Sports Hall of Fame/Museum; St. John the
Baptist Ukrainian Catholic Church in
Newark, N.J.; Immaculate Conception
Ukrainian Catholic Church in Hillside, N.J.;
the Ukrainian National Woman’s League of
America Branch 75 in Maplewood, N.J.;
Iskra Ukrainian Dance Ensemble; Svoboda
and The Ukrainian Weekly.
Addressing the gathering in person

Victor Wojtychiw reads the minutes of
the 2020 SFCU annual meeting.

Consul General of Ukraine in Chicago
Serhij Koledov greeted the credit union
members on the SFCU’s 70th anniversary.

were Bishop Benedict Aleksiychuk of the
Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy of Chicago;
Consul General of Ukraine in Chicago
Serhiy Koledov; the Rev. Kovalchuk, pastor
of St. Nicholas Cathedral in Chicago; UCCA
Illinois Branch President Ihor Diaczun; the
Chief Operating Officer of the Ukrainian
Catholic Education Foundation (UCEF)
Joseph Solimini; Principal of St. Nicholas
Cathedral School Anna Cirilli; Andres
Durbak of St. Joseph Ukrainian Catholic
Church; and community activist Olena
Shkrobut.
The Board of Directors of Selfreliance
Ukrainian American Federal Credit Union
for 2021-2022 is made up of the following
individuals: Oleh Karawan, chairman of the
Board; Bohdan Watral, vice-chair/treasurer; Victor Wojtychiw, vice-chair/secretary;
Mr. Laszok and Ms. Fedyniak, vice-chairpersons; Christina Kozij, John Oharenko,
Joseph Owerko and Roman Yatskovskyy,
members; and John Pawlyk, honorary
member.
Photos of the 70th Annual Meeting of
Selfreliance FCU are available on the credit
union’s website, www.selfreliance.com.
There are also links to the SFCU annual
report and credit union history on the website. Individuals can also find more information about the SFCU on the organization’s
Facebook page. A video of the meeting is
also available on the credit union’s website.
Source: SFCU Marketing and Public
Relations Department

Bishop Benedict Aleksiychuk of the
Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy of Chicago
speaks during the SFCU’s 70th Annual
Meeting.
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the two bodies responsible for selecting
and choosing candidates for judicial vacancies. The panels would consist of six
experts each, including three Ukrainian citizens chosen by the nation’s Council of
Judges and three foreigners picked by G-7
nations. Ukraine’s judiciary has opposed
the reforms, saying the inclusion of foreign
experts in the selection process compromises the nation’s sovereignty. It wants to
amend the legislation. In a move seen as an
attempt to delay its implementation, the
Council of Judges failed to name three
experts for one of the two panels by the
September 13 deadline. That prompted Mr.
Zelenskyy to call the meeting with representatives of the G-7 countries – Britain,
Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan and
the United States. In a statement, the U.S.
State Department said the Council of

Judges’ refusal to nominate Ukrainian judges to participate in the process “threatens
to derail the promise of real judicial reform
in Ukraine.” “We remain firmly committed
to assisting in this critical reform so that
the people of Ukraine may trust their
courts and judges and so that Ukraine can
continue on its path toward Euro-Atlantic
integration,” State Department spokesperson Ned Price said. Civil society activists
say outside experts are necessary because
the nation’s judicial system is controlled by
tycoons and other powerful special interests. Pointing to past failures to get rid of
compromised judges, they say Ukraine’s
judiciary is incapable of reforming itself.
Ukraine has a history of failing to implement legislation deemed critical to its aspirations of joining Euro-Atlantic organizations because of opposition by special
interests. During the September 16 meeting, Nicolas Harrocks, the deputy head of
mission at the British Embassy in Kyiv,
called on Ukrainian officials to move for-
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ward with what he called “high-quality”
legislation. Matti Maasikas, the head of the
EU delegation to Ukraine, told the meeting
that the fate of judicial reforms will impact
Ukraine’s ability to attract aid and foreign
investment. Bohdan Monich, chairman of
the Council of Judges, said his organization
is “determined to implement this law.” But
he also stated that it had prepared amendments to the bill for choosing members of
the panels. The meeting was chaired by
Andriy Smyrnov, the deputy head of the
presidential office. Tetiana Shevchuk, legal
counsel for the Kyiv-based Anti-Corruption
Action Center, told RFE/RL the meeting
seemed to generate “no meaningful progress” on the standoff between the judiciary
and proponents of reforms. “The office of
the president and the parliament showed
their commitment to the reform, but it’s
unclear whether this will be enough to
unblock it,” she said. (RFE/RL)

Thousands march for LGBT rights

Thousands of people including diplomats marched peacefully through the
Ukrainian capital in an annual gay pride
parade that spurred a smaller counterprotest. Participants carried the rainbow-colored flag that symbolizes the LGBT movement, Ukrainian flags, as well as signs calling for equal rights as they walked through
the center of Kyiv. About 7,000 people took
part in the September 19 demonstration,
according to organizers, down from the
record high of 8,000 in 2019. The gay pride
parade, launched a decade ago, was canceled last year due to the coronavirus pandemic. The parade, whose participants
included staff from the U.S. and U.K. embassies, was accompanied by a strong police
presence. There were no reports of any
incidents. An anti-LGBT protest held the
same day by religious groups and nationalists attracted about 700 people, a reporter
for RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service estimated.
“We salute law enforcement for ensuring
participants’ safety,” the U.S. Embassy in
Kyiv said in a tweet. Homophobia is widespread in Ukraine, according to a survey by
the sociological group “Rating” published in
August, which said 47 percent of respondents had a negative view of the LGBT community. Kyiv has increased support for
LGBT rights since Western-backed leaders
came to power in 2014. Parliament passed
legislation in 2015 to ban discrimination in
the workplace, but it does not allow for
same-sex marriage or adoption of children.
(RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service)
Emergency service’s spokeswoman killed
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A car explosion killed the spokeswoman
of a regional emergencies service and her
companion in Ukraine’s southeastern city of
Dnipro, the country’s National Police said on
September 15. The cause of the explosion
was not immediately clear, but the State
Security Service of Ukraine (SBU) said it has
launched a probe into a terrorist act over the
deadly blast, which took place on Bohdan
Khmelnitsky Avenue in Ukraine’s fourthlargest city. The State Emergency Service in
the Dnipropetrovsk region identified the victims of the explosion as its 35-year-old
spokeswoman, Darya Hrechyshcheva, and a
member of the Ukrainian Legion public
group, a paramedic Oleksiy Kavlak. (RFE/
RL’s Ukrainian Service)

Turning...
(Continued from page 6)
happen again,” he said. “One should be
aware of what happened in the past
through historical knowledge. … For a millennium Ukrainians and Jews co-existed.
They interacted, mostly in the Black Sea
region, including in Crimea.”

No. 39
Top presidential aid targeted
A hail of bullets ripped through a car
transporting Serhiy Shefir, a top aide of
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy,
in what senior officials have called an
attempt to intimidate the country’s leadership as it tries to tackle corruption. Mr.
Shefir was unharmed when more than 10
bullets tore into his car in the attack at
around 10 a.m. local time on September 22
in the village of Lisnykiy just outside of Kyiv.
Local media said almost double that number of bullet holes were visible on the driver’s side of the car. Police said the driver was
wounded but gave no further details. There
were no other passengers in the car, which
did not have armor plating. Mr. Shefir leads
a group of advisers to Mr. Zelenskyy, who
was elected in 2019 in part on a platform of
tackling the country’s notorious deep-seated corruption, including the undue influence of powerful businessmen known as
oligarchs, and cleaning up the court system.
Police said they were investigating the case
as attempted murder and mentioned three
possible motives. They include an attempt
to pressure the country’s leadership, create
political destabilization, or an attack engineered by a foreign intelligence service.
“The aim of this crime was not simply to
intimidate, but to assassinate the Ukrainian
president’s top aide,” Internal Affairs
Minister Denys Monastyrskiy told journalists in Kyiv. “I would like to stress that the
presidential team of Ukraine cannot be
intimidated. All of the initiated reforms,
including the fight against organized crime,
will be continued,” he added. On July 1, Mr.
Zelenskyy’s Servant of the People party
approved in the first reading a draft bill –
known as “the oligarch law” – that seeks to
introduce a legal definition for a tycoon and
impose limitations, including blocking them
from financing political parties. Parliament
is due to debate the law directed at limiting
the influence of oligarchs. The United States
has long called on Ukraine to tackle the
handful of tycoons who wield enormous
political influence from behind the scenes to
the detriment of the country and its citizens.
Mr. Zelenskyy, who was in the United States
to attend the United Nations General
Assembly in New York City, vowed a “strong
response” to the shooting, which occurred
as the car passed by a wooded area. “It is
weakness to say ‘hello’ to me by shooting at
my friend’s car from a forest. But the
response will be strong,” Mr. Zelenskyy said
in a video statement from New York, adding
that he would be doubling down on his
planned reforms rather than backing off. Mr.
Shefir, who called the attack nothing more
than an attempt at “intimidation,” and Mr.
Zelenskyy have worked together for years.
In 2003 he co-founded a production company called Kvartal 95 with his brother Boris
and Mr. Zelenskyy, who was then a comedic
actor. Mr. Shefir produced and wrote “The
Servant of The People,” a show in which Mr.
Zelenskyy portrayed a schoolteacher who
becomes president and which eventually
launched his political career. Prosecutor
General Iryna Venediktova said on
Facebook that police had opened an investigation into attempted murder. “The intentions of the criminals were quite serious,”
National Police Chief Ihor Klymenko said.
(RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service, with reporting
by Reuters, TASS, and AFP)
Prior to the 75th anniversary commemoration, Prof. Magosci, through the
Ukrainian Jewish Encounter, released the
book, “Jews and Ukrainians: A Millennium
of Co-Existence.”
Sources: “75th anniversary of Babyn Yar,”
(RFE/RL, AFP, Interfax and TASS), and “Ukrai
ne remembers Babyn Yar” by Mark Raczkie
wycz, The Ukrainian Weekly, October 2, 9, 2016.
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Courtesy UECC

A portion of the UECC’s newly renovated Cheremosh Room includes an exhibit of
traditional Ukrainian Hutsul costumes.

Natalka Firko (right) speaks to guests during a preview showing of the UECC’s newly
renovated space, formally known as the Clubroom, now called the Cheremosh Room.

UECC unveils newly renovated Cheremosh Room
by Xenia Panczak Zacharczuk
JENKINTOWN, Pa. – The Board of
Directors of the Ukrainian Educational and
Cultural Center (UECC) hosted a preview
showing of its newly renovated space, formally known as the Clubroom, which from
now on will be known as the Cheremosh
Room.
Eleven organizations and 47 individuals
were invited to a sneak peek of the room
prior to its opening to the general public.
The invitees were a select group of top
UECC donors, each having gifted the Center
at least $10,000 since its inception in 1980.
UECC Board President Natalka Panczak
Firko opened the preview showing on
August 20 by thanking the guests for their
selflessness and generous financial support
of the UECC. The organization’s largest
expense is its building operations. Ms.
Firko noted that the Center’s two largest
sources of income are from rentals and
donations. She went on to explain that the
Board has focused much of its work on the
UECC Five Year Strategic Plan.
“Our belief is that we need to be goal
minded in order to keep on top of projects,
projects that are important for our community to be able to utilize this space for their
needs,” Ms. Firko said.
Among the guests at the preview event
were representatives from one of the
UECC’s bigger donors, the Cheremosh
Hutsul Society of Philadelphia.
Cheremosh began working with the
Center a few years ago to help realize a
vision. Understanding that the Clubroom
was an integral part of the Center in terms
of how much it is used, and knowing it was
in need of a facelift, the Cheremosh Society
sponsored the renovation project, giving
$80,000 for the room’s transformation.
Mykhailo Luciw, president of the
Cheremosh Hutsul Society of Philadelphia,

Members of the UECC Board of Directors (from left to right) Zenia Brozyna, Xenia
Panczak Zacharczuk, Yuliya Stupen and Natalka Firko.
addressed the attendees at the preview
event and gave them a brief overview of the
Society’s history and work in the community. He said he was pleased that he and his
board had been given the opportunity to
share the Hutsul heritage with the
Ukrainian community through the exhibits
that are now on display in the new
Cheremosh Room, which is accessible to all.
Larissa Kebuz, UECC Board and Strategic
Planning Committee member, presented
the vision and goals outlined in the UECC’s
Strategic Plan. She reminded everyone that
the plan was developed before the COVID19 pandemic. Ms. Kebuz noted that the
Board is still committed to implementing
the organization’s strategic plan, despite
the difficult circumstances posed by the
ongoing pandemic.
The following items from the organiza-
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tion’s strategic plan have been completed:
renovation of the Clubroom, repaving of
the parking lot and formation of the
Executive Director Search Committee.
Currently, the UECC office is being renovated and the Wi-Fi system is being reviewed
in preparation for an overhaul. Most of the
accomplishments have been centered on
capital improvements, and a special thank
you was expressed by the organization to
the Center’s top donor, the Ukrainian
Selfreliance Federal Credit Union, which

regularly allocates funds to UECC capital
improvement projects. At the UECC’s last
Annual Membership Meeting, the credit
union pledged $100,000 over the next
three years.
Wrapping up the night, Zenia Brozyna, a
UECC Board member who is on the
Executive Committee and serves as one of
the Board’s vice presidents overseeing the
Program Committee, went through the
extensive list of upcoming events at the
UECC this fall. She encouraged everyone to
participate in some or all of the ogranization’s upcoming events.
Guests stayed for several hours. They
enjoyed each other’s company and viewed
Hutsul artifacts while snacking on hors
d’oeuvres and partaking in complimentary
beverages.
The UECC will open its doors for programs and visitors with events planned
after Labor Day, and officials from the organization said they will do so while striving
to maintain a safe environment for everyone. The administration will abide by the
recommendations of the Centers for
Disease Control, as well as Pennsylvania
and Montgomery County pandemic guidelines. The public is invited to visit on
October 2 for the UECC’s Cheremosh Room
open house (noon-3 p.m.).
Donations to the Ukrainian Educational
and Cultural Center are always welcome
and are tax deductible. Donations can be
made at any time by contacting the UECC
office at 215-663-1166, or by visiting the
website at www.ueccphila.org.

З великим смутком ділимося вісткою,
що 17 вересня 2021 року в Норт-Порті, Флорида,
відійшла у вічність наша дорога Мама, Бабця, Сестра

св. п.

КВІТКА ГАЙВАС БУШНЕЛЬ
народжена 23 липня 1940 року
в Кракові, Польща
У глибокому смутку залишилися
діти
- Уляна
- Таїса
- Дарко з дружиною Ліяною
внуки - Квітя
- Дарко
брат
- Аскольд з родиною
та кузини в США й Україні.

Вічна Їй пам’ять!
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Car with...
(Continued from page 1)
Volodymyr Zelenskyy said about the assassination attempt from New York where he
was attending the 76th U.N. General
Assembly.
Police said they were probing three possible motives for the attack. They believe it
could have been an effort to instill fear in
the country’s leadership as it promotes policies to reduce the power of oligarchs, an
attempt to destabilize the political situation
in Ukraine, or it could have been an attack
orchestrated by a foreign intelligence service.
The attempt on the life of Mr. Shefir, 57,
who is a longtime friend and former business partner of the president, comes amid
Mr. Zelenskyy’s moves to reduce the sway
of oligarchs over politics and the economy.
It also occurred the same day when Mr.
Zelenskyy delivered a passionate speech at
the U.N. where he called out shortcomings
in areas from equitably sharing coronavirus vaccines to halting climate change to
failing to reverse Russia’s annexation of
Crimea and occupation of certain areas of
eastern Ukraine.
The incident in Kyiv prompted Mr.
Zelenskyy to cut short his visit to the U.N. in
New York and return to Ukraine.
Since Russia invaded Ukraine in 2014,
there have been numerous assassination
attempts carried out on Ukrainian territory
targeting senior military and intelligence
officials and politicians, as well as journalists and dissidents fleeing enemies in
Russia.
Ukrainian officials have attributed some
of the attacks to people associated with
Russia’s intelligence services.
Earlier this month, a female and male
were killed in a car explosion in Dnipro, the

country’s fourth largest city. Their relationship was unknown but the Security Service
of Ukraine (SBU) is investigating their
deaths as a terrorist act.
The female victim was Darya
Hrechysheva who was the spokesperson
for the local unit of the Emergency Services
Ministry. She was a volunteer for the Red
Cross Society and member of a local patriotic civil society group.
The male victim, Oleksiy Kavlak, was a
member of the Ukrainian Legion and former medical care instructor in the war
zone in eastern Ukraine.
Some car blasts have been prevented. In
one instance on July 29 in easternmost
Luhansk Oblast, an explosive device was
found underneath a vehicle of an SBU officer in Severodonetsk. It was first noticed
when the agency-issued car arrived at the
SBU’s headquarters after having travelled
to the Donetsk and Luhansk regions of
Ukraine.
High profile assassinations since 2014
have impacted the officer corps, political
elites and journalists.
Maksym Shapoval, a decorated military
intelligence colonel died in a car blast in
Kyiv on June 27, 2017. The incident was
classified as a terrorist act and is still
unsolved.
Mr. Shapoval was the head of the special
operations unit of Ukraine’s military intelligence at the start of the Russia-instigated
war in April 2014. On May 26 of that year,
Mr. Shapoval took part in an operation to
free the Donetsk airport from Russianarmed formations.
His unit would go on to apprehend
Russian mercenaries who were later part
of prisoner exchanges that returned
Ukrainian military personnel to Ukraine.
Other operations were carried out to kill
Russian operatives on Ukrainian territory.
In one episode, according to Censort.
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Armed Forces of Ukraine

National Police of Ukraine

Col. Maksym Shapoval was killed in a
car explosion in Kyiv on June 27, 2017.

An explosive device was found underneath an SBU officer’s vehicle in
Severodonetsk. It was first noticed on
July 29 when the agency-issued car
arrived at the SBU’s headquarters after
travelling from the Donetsk and Luhansk
regions of Ukraine.

net’s chief editor Yuriy Butusov, Mr.
Shapoval was credited for “liquidating”
Russian Federal Security Service Col. Yuri
Cherkashin of the agency’s elite Vympel
unit.
Mr. Maksymov left behind a wife, daughter and son. He was posthumously promoted to the rank of major-general and given
the Hero of Ukraine award by then-President Petro Poroshenko.
Another valuable officer lost to a car
explosion was SBU Col. Oleksandr
Kharaberyush, who had been described “as
a highly effective counterintelligence officer.”
He is credited with apprehending some
60 Russian agents and terrorists in operations in which he often took part. The
Donetsk native was killed in a blast on
March 31, 2017, in the Azov Sea port city of
Maripuol.
A woman in May 2017 was arrested as a
suspect in Odesa for planting the explosives
underneath the SBU colonel’s car.
An attempt was made on April 4, 2019,
on military intelligence Maj. Kyryl Budanov.
Mr. Budanov survived and continues to
serve.
A suspected group of saboteurs from
Russia attempted to plant an explosive
device underneath his vehicle but it detonated during the process. Russian national
Aleksei Komarichev was severely wounded.
The SBU later detained another Russian citizen, Timur Dzortov, “and several others

U.S. House votes...
(Continued from page 1)
added that it was a “necessary step to prevent another Biden cave and stop Nord
Stream 2.”
The amendment is considered a “hail
Mary pass” by some Ukraine observers
because they do not expect the Democrats
to allow a bill onto the floor that is not
backed by a president from their own party.
The measure authorizes new mandatory
sanctions on entities and individuals
involved in the construction of the Nord
Stream 2 pipeline, including those that certify the project.
Russia announced earlier this month
that it completed the construction of the
$11 billion project, but it must still be certified before it can begin operating.
That process can take several months,
meaning the U.S. sanctions legislation could
still have the potential to halt its launch if it
becomes law by the start of the year.
In what experts say is an attempt to
speed up certification, Russia has refused
to export gas volumes to Europe via
Ukraine amid a supply crunch, causing
prices to surge to record highs.
The House amendment was introduced

from an FSB network that helped [the
Russians] in Ukraine,” Liga.net reported at
the time.
Belarusian-born journalist Pavel
Sheremet – whose reports criticized the
despotic rule of his homeland and Russia –
was also killed in a car blast in July 2016 in
Ukraine’s capital. His case is still unsolved
and three suspects, all Ukrainians with ties
to the war in the east, are under different
forms of house arrest or restrictive measures beyond jail.
And in June 2017, the same month of Mr.
Shapoval’s death, a man from Russia’s
Chechnya region shot and wounded in Kyiv
Adam Osmayev, a compatriot who had
fought on Ukraine’s side in the Donbas war.
The victim’s wife shot the attacker, who
was posing as a French reporter wishing to
interview the couple.
A former Russian lawmaker critical of
the Kremlin, Denis Voronenkov, was shot
dead in broad daylight near a five-star hotel
in downtown Kyiv on March 23, 2017. A
bodyguard shot his Russian assailant who
later died of his wounds in a hospital.
Mr. Poroshenko, who was president at
the time, called the killing an “act of terrorism” while pointing the finger at Russian
authorities.
by a group of House lawmakers led by
Reps. Michael McCaul (R-Texas) and Marcy
Kaptur (D-Ohio). Ms. Kaptur is the co-chair
of the Congressional Ukraine Caucus.
The Nord Stream 2 project is designed to
carry Russian gas directly to Germany,
bypassing land routes through Ukraine and
depriving Kyiv of as much as $2 billion a
year in transit fees.
Ukraine and Poland vehemently oppose
the project on the grounds that it is a
national security threat, while Germany
has steadfastly supported it.
The U.S. Congress has sided with Kyiv
and Warsaw, imposing two rounds of mandatory sanctions via the NDAA in 2019 and
2020 to stop its completion.
The Biden administration, in an attempt
to improve frayed ties with Germany,
agreed to waive the mandatory sanctions in
exchange for commitments from Berlin to
invest in Ukraine’s energy industry and
push the Kremlin to continue to export
some gas through the country.
Copyright 2021, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW,
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see
https://www.rferl.org/a/nord-stream-uscongress-sanctions-russia/31474034.html)
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Zinchenko persevered on way to Champions League final
Manchester City star Oleksandr Zinchen
ko is more careful than most when reminiscing about his eventful past. He was understandably wary of saying something which
could have inflamed tensions back home in
Ukraine, even as he prepared for the biggest
match of his career in late May – the
Champions League final. Zinchenko freely
admitted it was the “toughest moment” of
his life when he fled his native land in 2014
when war broke out in eastern Ukraine.
The then 17-year-old Shakhtar Donetsk
player spent several months training by
himself in the streets of Moscow in the
midst of a contract dispute, which meant he
could not even train with another professional club. Many in his position would
have given up, but Zinchenko said the
thought never entered his mind.
“That period was the toughest, but you
cannot lose your dream,” he said in a lateMay interview with Great Britain’s ITV
News. “For a long time, I didn’t speak about
that period. You know, that was really tough
to remember as well, because, yeah, I
couldn’t even say to you right now everything.”
“But it’s made me stronger, that situation.
Since I was a kid, I couldn’t even dream that
one day I would be in the Champions
League final, but everything is possible.”
Zinchenko believed he was well
equipped to deal with his life’s circumstances, having left his family as an
11-year-old to play with one of Ukraine’s
best teams, Shakhtar – who play hundreds
of miles away from the other end of
Ukraine where he grew up in Radomyshl,
Zhytomyr Oblast.
In spite of what could have been a bitter
breakup, Zinchenko holds no grudges
against Shakhtar: “I respect them. I have
never said something bad about them
because the things they have done for me
are unbelievable. I really appreciate that.”
Once the dispute was settled, the flying
fullback signed with the Russian Premier
League’s Ufa, prior to his transfer to
Manchester City. His stoic approach served
him well for several years as he struggled to
hold down a spot on the first team. These
days, he’s a regular starter at age 24, and he
played a key role in his team’s resilient
semifinal win against Paris St. Germain.
The defining image of the second leg was
John Stones’ goal-like celebration with
Zinchenko after the Ukrainian superbly
blocked an opposing shot.
He said he would be thinking of his family
and pet dogs when he walked out on the
pitch in Porto for the final against Chelsea.
He lined up for the match with a smile on his
face. Manchester City ended up losing the
final by 1-0, but it is a sure bet Zinchenko
will bounce back even stronger than ever.
Olynyk hooped it up in Houston

Thirty-year-old free agent Kelly Olynyk
averaged 19.9 points on 54.5 percent
shooting, 39.2 percent 3-point shooting, 8.4
rebounds and 4.1 assists in 27 games with
the NBA’s Houston Rockets. Though the
Rockets were pleased to add the Ukrainian
Canadian when they decided to trade
Victor Oladipo at the deadline, Olynyk
exceeded all expectations offensively. He
was outstanding around the basket, hitting
73.7 percent of shots within five feet, and
averaging 1.16 points per post up possession. He was quite valuable as a playmaker
(Continued on page 19)

www.hockeydb.com

www.asketball.ca

George Kelsey/www.mancity.com

Chicago Blackhawks defenseman
Wyatt Kalynuk.

Center forward Kelly Olynyk from
his time playing for Team Canada.

Oleksandr Zinchenko trains with Manchester
City in July.
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Through
October 31
Chicago

Photo exhibit of the Ukrainian community in the 1950s by
Petro Oleksijenko, Ukrainian National Museum,
www.ukrainiannationalmuseum.org or 312-421-8020

October 2
Chicago

Presentation by Maria Klimchak and Lydia Tkaczuk, “Museum
Travels Through Ukraine,” Ukrainian National Museum,
312-421-8020 or www.ukrainiannationalmuseum.org

October 2
Eldred, NY

Craft beer and cider “Uktoberfest,” Shrewd Fox Brewery,
845-557-8255

October 3
Jenkintown, PA

Fundraiser fashion show, “With Love & fashion From Ukraine,”
with designs by Roksolana Bogutska and Foberini, Ukrainian
Federation of America, Ukrainian Educational and Cultural
Center, https://uafashionshow.eventbrite.com

October 8
Chicago

Book presentation, “Ukrainian-English Collocation Dictionary”
by Yuri I. Shevchuk, Ukrainian National Museum,
312-421-8020 or www.ukrainiannationalmuseum.org

October 8-30
New York

Art exhibit, “Ilona Sochynsky: Études, Fugues and
Impromptus,” Ukrainian Institute of America,
www.ukrainianinstitute.org or 212-288-8660

October 9
Jenkintown, PA

Fundraiser, “Perelaz,” Ukrainian Catholic Education
Foundation, St. Michael the Archangel Ukrainian Catholic
Church, www.ucef.org

Zinchenko...
(Continued from page 17)
because the Rockets played so often without a point guard down the stretch, running pick-and-rolls with Olynyk and other
big men to take advantage of Olynyk’s playmaking abilities.
Olynyk scored at least 20 points 15
times in his 27 games with Houston, having
never produced more than six 20-point
games in any of his previous seven NBA
seasons. Beyond his on-court production,
Olynyk embraced the role of a veteran leader, despite going from a team that played in
last season’s Finals (Miami Heat) to a team
which would finish with the league’s worst
record.
Olynyk became a free agent in August, so
it is far from a given he will be back in
Houston for the 2021-2022 season. He did
enjoy his experience and is open to a return,
liking his fit with the Rockets, his admiration
for head coach Stephen Silas and his comfort
with the Houston community. It is unclear
how aggressively General Manager Rafael
Stone will bid on Olynyk, and it is doubtful
he would give a team too much of a discount, since Olynyk is in his 30s and has limited years left at peak earning power. Olynyk
might prefer a situation with a better shortterm opportunity to win (He signed a threeyear deal with the Detroit Pistons as a free
agent; more on this in the future).
Kalynuk a most impressive rookie

Ukrainian Wyatt Kalynuk is a left-handed defenseman who was a seventh-round
pick of the Philadelphia Flyers in 2017. He
never signed with the Flyers, choosing
instead to ink an entry-level contract with
the Chicago Blackhawks in July 2020. The
24-year-old is a late-bloomer, having struggled in three seasons playing in the USHL
with Lincoln and Bloomington. After being
drafted by the Flyers, Kalynuk opted for
college hockey, taking his talents to the
University of Wisconsin. In three seasons
with the Badgers, Kalynuk tallied 78 points
in 110 games, flourishing as a star on a
struggling team and being named team
captain in his final season.
Young players who become highly touted defense prospects are usually dominant
in their late teens, and are heavily scouted
heading into their draft eligible year. As

Kalynuk was a late bloomer, his path to the
NHL took longer. However, due to his excellent development in college, Kalynuk wanted to sign with a team where he would
have a chance to crack the lineup sooner
rather than later. While other young defensemen experienced ups and downs while
adjusting to NHL play over the course of
the season, Kalynuk was able to jump into
the Blackhawks lineup, brushing off any
growing pains relatively quick.
Kalynuk’s skillset lends itself to the style
of play espoused under coach Jeremy
Colliton. Not the fastest skater on the ice,
Kalynuk is quick to his spots, displaying
good awareness and vision. He is an accurate passer who has shown he can pinch in
deep to help create shooting lanes and scoring chances. That, paired with a solid shot,
led to the Ukrainian finishing his first season
with four goals and five assists in 21 games.
His offensive prowess was not Kalynuk’s
only promising skillset. Chicago’s No. 48
showed his ability to block shots, create
takeaways and utilize his body to knock his
man off the puck. He further demonstrated
an ability to skate his way out of trouble.
Although the sample size of 21 games is
small, Kalynuk showed he can be molded
into a very good defensive player. He may
not be a top pairing defenseman, but he
certainly fits the bill of a long-term, important second-pairing role player. Every contending NHL squad needs two strong
defense pairs for success. A key for
Kalynuk’s personal long-term success is
that he develops properly.
Bottom line, small sample size or not,
Kalynuk impressed and showed the potential to be a vital player for Chicago. He is not
dominant or overpowering, but has what it
takes to succeed in a fast, talented NHL. The
way the league has shifted over the past
several years means that responsible blue
liners who can skate well and get to their
spots are truly invaluable.
Kalynuk can be that guy on the ice when
the Blackhawks are taking a face-off late in
the third period, in a close game, when
their fans are on their feet and the arena is
jumping. He can be the guy who gets the
face-off, and either sets up a teammate for a
game-winning wrist shot or blasts a slap
shot from the point.
Ihor Stelmach may be reached at iman@
sfgsports.com.
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October 14
Online

Online discussion with Vasyl Makhno and Andrey Kurkov,
“Encounter: The Ukrainian-Jewish Literary Prize” and other
recent developments in Ukrainian literature, Ukrainian Jewish
Encounter, Columbia University, https://harriman.columbia.edu

October 16
New York

Concert, performed by “Trio Duende,” with violinists
Solomiya Ivakhiv and Tom Stone, pianist Awadagin Pratt
and cellist Sophia Shao, Ukrainian Institute of America,
www.ukrainianinstitute.org or 212-288-8660

October 16,
November 20
Online

Webinar with Maria Rypan, “Ukrainian Beaded Adornments,”
Ukrainian History and Education Center, www.ukrhec.org

October 18
Chicago

Book presentation, “We” by Ruslan Gorovyi, Ukrainian
National Museum, www.ukrainiannationalmuseum.org or
312-421-8020

October 19
Lancaster, PA

Performance, “Queen Esther,” trip organized by the
Ukrainian-American Senior Association in Philadelphia,
Sight and Sound Theater, 215-699-6068 (must have proof
of COVID-19 vaccination)

October 23
2021 Gala, Ukrainian Institute of America,
Online/New York www.ukrainianinstitute.org
October 26
Tiburon, CA

Fundraiser, with keynote speaker Myroslav Marynovych,
Ukrainian Catholic Education Foundation, Tiburon Yacht
Club, www.ucef.org

October 27
Online

Book presentation by Margarita Balmaceda, “Russian
Energy Chains: The Remaking of Technopolitics from
Siberia to Ukraine to the European Union,” Harvard
University, www.huri.harvard.edu

Entries in “Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to events
advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome submissions
from all our readers. Items will be published at the discretion of the editors
and as space allows. Please send e-mail to mdubas@ukrweekly.com.

Ukraine to host two international
competitions in 2023
by Ihor N. Stelmach
Ukraine has won the right to host the
2023 FIFA World Cup for school children
and the 2023 Winter World Gymnasium.
The decisions were made by the
International School Sports Federation and
announced by Ukraine’s Minister of
Education and Science Serhii Shkarlet on
September 17.
“It would seem unbelievable, but true!”
Mr. Shkarlet said in a social media post.
“The World Championship among schoolchildren on football and the Winter World
Gymnasium 2023 will be held in Ukraine.”
Mr. Shkarlet emphasized the great
honor, pride and responsibility for Ukraine
to be selected for these international competitions.
On his Facebook page, Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy expressed
confidence that the country will be able to
host the competitions at a high level. The
Ukrainian president has previously
expressed his belief that sports should play
a more significant part in children’s lives.
“I am not saying that everyone is to be a
professional sports person. Some are
taught to be part of a team, while others
rely solely on themselves,” Mr. Zelenskyy
said. “Sports teach winning and how to

LIKE

rebound from adversity. It is only fitting
that one of my priorities is the development of sports infrastructure – playgrounds, stadiums, swimming pools – and
the support and development of sports
departments in educational institutions.”
Serhiy Nykyforov, press secretary at the
Ukrainian presidential office, added that
winter and summer Gymnasia are the ultimate international competitions among
older schoolchildren. They are held under
the guidance of the International Schools
Sports Federation, which is comprised of
129 countries.
“There are a total of 55 different competitions in summer and winter. Thousands of
youngsters and their parents from around
the world will be visiting Ukraine for the
Winter Gymnasium. This will be an opportunity to showcase our country and to
demonstrate Ukraine is capable of hosting
an international sporting event with the
hope of successfully bidding on a future
Olympics,” Mr. Nykyforov said.
It is hoped that Ukraine’s successful
hosting of the 2023 FIFA World Cup for
schoolchildren and the Winter Gymnasium
will prove to be momentous occasions for
the popularization of sports in the country,
and will promote physical activity and a
healthier lifestyle among Ukrainian youth.

The Ukrainian Weekly
on Facebook!
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