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Ukraine introduces new quarantine restrictions, Controversy accompanies Ukraine’s
fights against forgery of vaccination certificates 80th anniversary of Babyn Yar genocidal murders
Rival museum project
by Russian oligarchs called
Kremlin ‘Trojan Horse’
by Mark Raczkiewycz

Andriy Dubchak/RadioSvoboda.org via RFE/RL

An unidentified individual in the Ukrainian capital, Kyiv, walks into the city’s metro
as the country has implemented a new round of pandemic restrictions meant to halt
the spread of COVID-19.
by Roman Tymotsko
LVIV – With new COVID-19 cases once
again surging in Ukraine, the government
announced the country was now in a
“yellow” epidemic level. The move, which
imposes limits on public gatherings and
large events and includes mandates for
wearing masks and social distancing,
came after a special sitting of the State
Commission on Technogenic and Environ
mental Safety and Emergencies on
September 21.
Prime Minister Denys Shmyhal stressed

that vaccination is currently the most effective way to combat COVID-19, and the state
has provided free vaccinations for anyone
who wants a vaccine.
Mr. Shmyhal noted that, while the
Cabinet of Ministers approved of moving
the country’s epidemic level to yellow, the
ministers also eased certain restrictive
measures on financial and educational
institutions. Those institutions would be
allowed to continue working even in the
“red” zone so long as certain conditions are
(Continued on page 5)
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KYIV – In what at first appears to be a
recreational park in the northwestern part
of Ukraine’s capital, lined with tree-canopied serpentine trails, as well as a nestled
playground for children, is the site of one of
the biggest atrocities of the Holocaust in
the country.
Nearly 34,000 Jews were executed in the
sprawling area of about 200 hectares (494
acres) in the span of just two days on Sep
tember 28-29, 1941, by invading German
military personnel during World War II.
The Nazi administration of Kyiv had
issued a directive that infamously ordered
Jews in the city and the surrounding area
to gather their valuable belongings and
identity credentials to assemble near the
site, called Babyn Yar, or in English OldWoman’s ravine.
They were to arrive by 8 a.m. on Septem
ber 28 of that year near the Lukianivka
freight station “according to rumors for
deportation,” historians Vladyslav Hryne
vych and Paul Robert Magocsi wrote in
“Babyn Yar History and Memory” that was
published in 2016.
By the time Soviet forces retook Kyiv in
fierce battles two years later, approximate-

As dust settles on German elections, Ukraine looks
for signs of change in Berlin’s foreign policy

Free Democratic Party (FDP), that have
been projected to play the role of kingIn Germany, the center-left Social makers.
By lunchtime on the day following the
Democratic Party of Germany (SPD) narrowly beat the conservative Christian vote, the main parties had won the followDemocratic Party (CDU) in the federal ing number of seats in the Reichstag: SPD,
206 (25.7 percent of the votes); CDU/CSU,
election held on September 26.
Yes, the latter has lost after 16 years 196 (24.1 percent); Greens, 118 (14.8 perleading the government, and Germany’s cent); and FDP, 92 (11.5 percent). The far
long-serving chancellor, Angela Merkel, right AfD lost ground, obtaining 83 seats
whose party’s support had been declining (10.3 percent), though it could also be a
factor. Meanwhile, the far-left did poorly
for some time, is leaving the helm.
But, in effect, there have been no great and is unlikely to cross the 5 percent
surprises. It’s turned out to be more a threshold needed to field representatives
vote for stability and continuity, rather in parliament.
than for any fundamental change.
For Ukraine and much of eastern and
Both the SPD and the CDU will need at central Europe, the key question is what,
least two coalition partners in order to if any, changes will come in Berlin’s forlead a government and it’s the two eign policy as a result of the elections?
“junior” parties, the Greens and the liberal Moreover, any new gradations in German
by Bohdan Nahaylo

foreign policy as a result of the election
will likely be driven by the coalition partners.
The Green party has adopted quite a
principled stand toward Russia and the
FDP has highlighted its support for
Russia’s civil society. Both groups in varying degrees have called for the Nord
Stream 2 pipeline project to be stopped or
abandoned.
So, there is nevertheless an element of
intrigue as to what type of coalition will
be cobbled together. The possibilities
include the following: the SPD goes with
the Greens and FDP; another “Grand
Coalition” of the CDU and SPD, with the
Greens or FDP; or the more unlikely scenario of the CDU somehow managing to
(Continued on page 9)
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Ukrainian soldiers lay flowers on Sep
tember 29 at the monument to the Kyiv
residents and prisoners of war who were
executed in Babyn Yar in Kyiv.
ly 100,000 people had been murdered at
the sites, the majority of whom were Jews,
who were targeted solely because of their
ethnicity.
Some mass graves in the area are
believed to be still undiscovered, according
to the book, and when the Nazis started to
retreat amid the onslaught of Soviet forces,
city residents were forced to exhume bodies for them to be burned in order to conceal the genocidal acts.
This is why total estimates of the killings, which included members of the
Ukrainian freedom underground resistance
movement, Soviet prisoners of war, Poles,
Roma, members of the LGBT community
and mental patients, and even ordinary
Kyiv residents held hostage, vary from
100,000 to approximately 150,000 people.
Thanks to its chain of seven deep
ravines, which offered a picturesque landscape on the outskirts of the city, Babyn Yar
“was dubbed the ‘Kyivan Switzerland,’” yet
had been turned into a mass killing field, a
passage in the book reads.
“Babyn Yar. Two short words that sound
like two short shots, but carry long and
horrible memories of several generations,”
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy
said in a statement after laying flowers at
several memorial sites on the compound
on September 29.
“Because they [the victims and their
families] know and remember that, unfortunately, not two shots were fired in Babyn
Yar, but hundreds, thousands, tens of thousands of times more,” Mr. Zelenskyy said.
The president noted that all public
(Continued on page 3)
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Russian elections in Ukraine’s Donbas:
annexing people before annexing territory
by Vladimir Socor
Eurasia Daily Monitor
On September 17-19, elections to
Russia’s State Duma (lower house of parliament) were unlawfully staged in the
Russian-occupied territories in Ukraine’s
east (Donetsk and Luhansk) as well as in
annexed Crimea. Elections to the Russian
Duma were also held unlawfully in Trans
nistria, Abkhazia and South Ossetia – territories seized from Moldova and Georgia,
respectively. The voting demonstrated
Moscow’s systematic use of illegal “passportization” of citizens of other countries in territories forcibly seized from those countries.
Russia uses mass-passportization as a form
of annexing populations without necessarily
declaring the annexation of the territory to
Russia (see accompanying article in Eurasia
Daily Monitor, September 23).
The voting in the Donetsk and Luhansk
“people’s republics” (DPR, LPR) marked the
first time that local residents – legally citizens of Ukraine – voted in Russia’s elections as newly minted citizens of Russia. A
test run had been conducted during
Russia’s constitutional plebiscite on June
25-July 1, 2020, whose result allowed
President Vladimir Putin to run again for
two more presidential terms. In that plebiscite, a mere 14,500 Russian-passportized
residents were transported from the “DPRLPR” to Russia’s adjacent Rostov region to
cast ballots there.
For the Duma elections, however, a far
more elaborate operation was undertaken
in this territory. According to interim figures, centralized in Moscow, some 150,000
votes from the “DPR-LPR” had been cast in
Russia’s Rostov Oblast as of the afternoon
of September 19 (TASS, September 19).
Russia has, thus far, conferred its citizenship on 650,000 residents in the “DPR” and
“LPR,” according to the Human Rights and
Civil Society Development Office Under the
Russian Federation’s President (TASS,
September 19); or 630,000 citizenships,
plus 110,000 applications pending, according to Ukraine’s National Security and
Defense Council (Ukrinform, September
17); or 611,000 citizenships as of midAugust, according to Viktor Vodolatski, a
Duma deputy and Cossack chieftain in
Rostov Oblast, active in the “DPR-LPR” on
behalf of the United Russia party of power
(Dan-news.info, August 16). Of that number, some 450,000 are estimated to be over
18 years of age and, thus, eligible to vote
(Civicmonitoring.org, Newsletter no. 94,
August 27-September 15). The number of
Russian-passportized residents will
undoubtedly continue to grow. The total
number of residents remaining in this
occupied territory at this time, however, is
hard to ascertain.
The COVID-19 pandemic undoubtedly
limited the voter turnout from the “DPRLPR” on September 17-19. Organized
transportation was provided gratis for voters to cast ballots in person at 91 polling
stations in Russian territory. Technical
assistance was made available for online
voting at some 400 “information centers”
in the Donetsk-Luhansk territory.
The heads of the two “people’s republics,” Denis Pushilin in Donetsk and Leonid
Pasechnik in Luhansk, using closely similar
watchwords, portrayed these elections as:
“one more step toward the integration of
Donbas with Russia”; “affirming our right to
be Russians”; showing that “Russia is our
home”; “making us feel a part of the Russian
World”; and as “further confirmation that
the [two] republics’ integration with Russia

is unstoppable, a process that advances with
every passing year” (Donetskoye Agentstvo
Novostey, September 16, 20; Lugansk Info
Tsenter, September 17, 20).
Although the elections were ostensibly a
multi-party affair in Russia (with the
United Russia party of power attaining a
constitutional majority), these elections
were a one-party affair in the “DPR-LPR.”
United Russia was the sole party visible
there during the pre-election campaign,
with the support of the local authorities
and media. Moscow, however, refrained
from deploying the party’s own personnel
from Russia to this occupied territory.
Instead, it relied on the local “public movements” (embryonic parties) Donetsk
Republic, Free Donbas and Peace to
Luhansk, as well as local administrative
authorities and local media to propagandize for United Russia.
Russia’s Communist Party and the bloc
formed by A Just Russia with Patriots For
Truth were each reduced to the role of “also
ran.” The Kremlin has apparently licensed
these parties to urge either recognition of the
“DPR” and “LPR” by Russia or their merger
with Russia. However, they cannot be
allowed to make serious inroads into United
Russia’s captive electorate in this territory.
The secretary of the United Russia party’s
General Council, Andrei Turchak, nonetheless signed an agreement with Aleksandr
Boroday, the chairperson of the Union of
Donbas Volunteers, whereby Mr. Boroday
runs for a Duma seat on United Russia’s list
of candidates from the Rostov Oblast. Mr.
Boroday, a Moscow political operator, was
the first “prime minister” of the “DPR” in
2014; and the volunteers’ union he chairs
comprises mostly Russian combat veterans
of the 2014-2015 war against Ukraine. If Mr.
Boroday is elected to the Duma, he would
probably become a “DPR-LPR” voice alongside Mr. Vodolatski’s in that chamber.
The full returns (voter turnout, political
parties’ scores) of elections staged in this
territory have yet to be released. The delay
suggests that Russian authorities might
well be doctoring the returns.
Russia’s staging of these elections in the
“DPR-LPR,” along with the mass-scale
Russian passportization, make nonsense of
the idea of holding local “elections” in this
territory as per the Minsk agreements
signed in 2014 and 2015. Any correct elections were unthinkable in any case under
Russian military and political control in this
territory. Meanwhile, a large proportion of
eligible voters have become citizens of
Russia; and they will undoubtedly form the
majority of voters if and when local elections are staged in the “DPR-LPR” under
the Minsk agreements.
Russia will not any time soon annex the
“DPR-LPR” outright, nor officially recognize
them, nor award them some kind of status.
Staging Russian elections and other political events there demonstrate to the
remaining populace there that it belongs to
Russia de facto. More current residents will
move to Russia as a labor resource amid
Russia’s demographic deficit. Russia will
continue using passportization to integrate
“DPR-LPR” residents individually into
Russia’s life through citizenship, employment, social services and irreversible russification of their national identity. And military-age residents in the “DPR-LPR” will
continue filling the ranks of Russia’s proxy
forces deployed against Ukraine.
The article above is reprinted from
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation,
www.jamestown.org.

Hungary summons Ukrainian envoy
Hungarian Foreign Affairs Minister Péter
Szíjjártó has summoned Ukraine’s ambassador over what he said was Kyiv’s
attempts to block Budapest’s new longterm gas supply deal with Russia, which
was signed on September 27. In a
September 28 post on Facebook, Mr.
Szíjjártó denounced Ukraine’s criticism of
the new 15-year natural-gas supply deal
with Russian state-owned energy giant
Gazprom as a “serious violation of
Hungary’s sovereignty.” Executives of
Hungarian energy group MVM signed the
gas deal with Gazprom CEO Aleksei Miller
on September 27 at the Foreign Affairs
Ministry in Budapest. The deal reroutes
Russian natural gas exports bound for
Hungary through a new pipeline under the
Black Sea to Turkey that extends further on
to Central Europe, circumventing a shorter
land route through Ukraine and depriving
Kyiv of millions of dollars in transit fees.
Ukraine’s Foreign Affairs Ministry called
Hungary’s supply deal a “purely political,
economically unreasonable decision” that
was made “to the detriment of Ukraine’s
national interests and Ukrainian-Hungarian
relations.” The Ukrainian statement said the
deal would have “a significant impact on the
energy security of Ukraine and Europe,”
and that it will ask the European
Commission to assess whether the agreement respected European energy legislation. Mr. Szíjjártó wrote in his Facebook
message that the Ukrainian government’s
decision to attack the deal was “deeply
upsetting” and amounted to an “unfriendly
step.” On September 27, Mr. Szíjjártó told a
news conference that for Hungary, “energy
safety is a matter of security, sovereignty
and economy rather than a political matter.”
“You cannot heat homes with political statements,” Mr. Szíjjártó added. A Gazprom
statement quoted Mr. Miller as saying that
Hungary “will start receiving Gazprom’s gas
starting from October 1 already via
TurkStream and the pipelines of SouthEastern Europe.” Under the deal, Gazprom
would ship 4.5 billion cubic meters of natural gas to Hungary annually, allowing for the
supply of around half of Hungary’s annual
gas consumption. There were no immediate
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comments from the EU executive. The
United States has opposed the extension of
the TurkStream pipeline into Bulgaria,
Serbia and further on to Hungary, saying it
strengthens the Kremlin’s grip on Europe’s
energy industry. When contacted by RFE/
RL, the U.S. State Department declined to
comment on Hungary’s new gas deal with
Russia, saying instead that it supports
efforts to strengthen energy infrastructure
connectivity in Central and Eastern Europe
“more closely with the rest of the EU but
also to the United States.” The United States
is seeking to export more liquefied natural
gas to ports on the Adriatic and Aegean
Seas to help diversify energy supplies to
Central and Eastern Europe. Russia, which
used to ship natural gas primarily through
Ukraine, has diversified export routes, constructing the Nord Stream pipelines to
Germany and the TurkStream link to
Turkey. Hungary has relied on Russia for
most of its natural gas imports delivered via
a pipeline through Ukraine, but in recent
years it has diversified gas imports, opening
cross-border interconnectors with most of
its neighbors and securing supplies from
Royal Dutch Shell via a liquefied natural gas
terminal on Croatia’s Adriatic island of Krk.
Relations between Hungary and its neighbor Ukraine have been tense for years
because of a dispute over the linguistic
rights of some 150,000 ethnic Hungarians
living in the western Ukrainian region of
Transcarpathia. Kyiv angered Budapest in
2017 with a law restricting the use of
minority languages, including Hungarian, in
schools. In response, Prime Minister Viktor
Orbán’s nationalist government blocked
Ukraine’s efforts to build closer ties with
NATO and the European Union, of which
Hungary is a member. (RFE/RL’s Hungarian
Service, with reporting by Reuters)

Kremlin warns over NATO infrastructure

The Kremlin has reiterated that any
expansion of NATO military infrastructure
in Ukraine would cross one of President
Vladimir Putin’s “red lines” as Belarus’s
authoritarian ruler Alyaksandr Lukashenka
accused Washington of using training centers as a guise for setting up bases for the
(Continued on page 15)
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Controversy...
(Continued from page 1)
Ukrainian schools on that day held lessons
dedicated to the 80th anniversary of the
great tragedy of Babyn Yar.
Earlier in the month, Ukraine’s parliament, the Verkhovna Rada, on September
22 also passed an anti-Semitism law that
aims to “counteract and prevent anti-Semitism and its manifestations in Ukraine,” the
legislature’s statement said.
“Any hate speech directed at Jews, their
property, religious buildings or communities will be prohibited,” Euronews reported.
Separately, the Cabinet of Ministers this
month granted life-long stipends to
Ukrainians who rescued Jews in the country during WWII.
They will go to survivors from the time
who are recognized as the Righteous
Among the Nations awarded by the Israeli
Institute of Disaster and Heroism of the
National Holocaust Memorial and Heroism
of Yad Vashem.
Ukraine ranks fourth among countries in
this category with exactly 2,673 Ukrainians
having received the title.
Twenty-six people have already been
granted the stipends.
They were identified jointly by the government-run Ukrainian Institute of
National Remembrance (UINR), the Jewish
Council of Ukraine, the Ukrainian
Charitable Foundation For You, the staterun Babyn Yar National Historical and
Memorial Reserve and the Tkuma
Ukrainian Holocaust Research Institute.
After laying carnations at the Babyn Yar
monument dedicated to the Kyiv residents
and prisoners of war who were executed,
Mr. Zelenskyy, an ethnic Jew, placed a litcandle altar lamp at the oversized stone
Menorah in the park.
Mr. Zelenskyy is not publicly religious,
and most of his grandparents were killed
during WWII under German occupation, he
revealed in Israel during a state visit with
then-Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu in January 2020.
In his Babyn Yar statement, he cited “the
fact that a total of at least six million Jews
had fallen victim to the Holocaust in Europe.
And that one-and-a-half million of them, i.e.
every fourth killed, were from Ukraine.”
As the Eastern European country forges
a new identity, UINR head Anton
Drobovych told The Ukrainian Weekly that
the 80th year of commemoration is an
opportunity “to understand ourselves as a
multi-ethnic, political nation.”
Scholars and historians have noted that
since the 2014 Euro-Maidan revolution,
which led to then-President Viktor
Yanukovych fleeing to Russia over a peaceful, popular uprising over his increasingly
authoritarian rule, Ukraine emerged more
as a political nation rather than as one
based on ethnicity.
Mr. Drobovych said that, while “the
Holocaust was a grave injustice,” the Soviet
Union, upon discovering the mass graves,
“hid this from public view so that Jewish
identity wouldn’t be strengthened … and
also concealed that the USSR was in union,
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Office of the President of Ukraine

A separate monument stands on Sep
tember 29 at Kyiv’s Babyn Yar memorial
park dedicated to the children who were
executed by invading Nazi German forc
es during World War II in Kyiv.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, an ethnic Jew, places a candle altar lamp
at the stone menorah monument at the Babyn Yar memorial park in Kyiv on
September 29.

an ally with Nazi Germany [during the first
two years] of WWII.”
He referred to the period after the
Ribbentrop-Molotov Pact that allied both
countries. At the time, Soviet authorities
abated its ally in the Holocaust by sending
Jews to their eventual death at concentration camps.
This year’s official commemoration was
co-organized by three government institutions, including the UINR, as well as the
Toronto-based Ukraine World Congress
(UWC), an umbrella organization of the
world-wide Ukrainian diaspora.
Some who follow the UWC in North
America have said that Canadian multi-millionaire James Temerty, a native of Donetsk,
was the person who anonymously pledged
$20 million for the government’s Babyn Yar
museum and memorial project as authored
by the Historical Institute of Academy of
Sciences.
UWC President Paul Grod didn’t respond
to phone calls, text messages and emailed
requests for comment on the matter and
the Babyn Yar-sponsored events.
Additionally, the head of the group’s representative in Kyiv, Serhiy Kasyanchuk, didn’t
arrive at a prearranged interview meeting
with The Ukrainian Weekly at the Babyn
Yar site on September 28.
Besides the majority of Jews who were
killed, another group were Roma, formerly
referred to as gypsies, who were “specifically targeted by the Nazis,” said Mr.
Drobovych.
A Cambridge University research paper

in England stated in April that “the estimated number of Roma genocide victims within the borders of today’s Ukraine varies
from 20,000 to 72,000 individuals.”
Perhaps among the most prominent
members of Ukraine’s underground movement that resisted both Soviet and Nazi
rule was Olena Teliha. She was shot along
with her husband, Mykhailo, a renowned
bandura instrument player, on February 21,
1942.
The president laid flowers at the poet’s
and nationalist leader’s monument as well
as at the wagon sculpture devoted to Roma
victims.
Mr. Drobovych of the UINR said that
when the shootings at Babyn Yar took
place, “they were carried out solely by
Germans.” Auxiliary Ukrainian police units
attached to the Nazi administration had
been documented escorting and sorting
through the belongings of the Babyn Yar
victims, according to the book by Messrs.
Hrynevych and Magocsi.
Mr. Drobovych added this area should
“be a place for peace and accord,” and that
this process should be part of a “multi-level
civic discussion within communities … so
that people don’t close themselves off in
separate groups and tell everybody else
how to think.”
Separate Russian oligarch project

A separate group is vying for the future
vision of the Babyn Yar museum on the
grounds of the memorial park. That effort
is led by oligarchs with ties to the Kremlin.
They are Russian billionaire Mikhail
Fridman; Pavel Fuks, a native of Kharkiv

who made his fortune in Russia; and
German Khan, also a billionaire.
Taking place in the first week of October,
their events, conceptualized by “megalomaniacal Russian filmmaker Ilya Khrzha
novsky,” as described by chief editor of
Odessa Review Vladislav Davidson, would
turn the site into a “Holocaust Disneyland,”
he said in an article authored for the Tablet
Magazine.
For example, visitors entering the museum would be subject to role-playing.
“Some would play act at being Nazis,
others taking on the role of Jews or local
(collaborationist) auxiliary police,” he
wrote critically.
Ukrainian oligarch Viktor Pinchuk is also
part of the project.
Billed as a multi-media art installation,
the Russian-led project prompted
Ukrainian Soviet dissident of Jewish
descent Joseph Zissels to call the project a
“Trojan Horse” by Russian President
Vladimir Putin, with which he intends to
impose on the world a Russian anti-Ukrainian narrative that Ukrainians are antiSemites, nationalists, fascists and Nazis.
The Security Service of Ukraine (SBU)
back in January informed the Cabinet of
Ministers about the risks posed by the
Russians’ proposed Babyn Yar Holocaust
Memorial Center and the possibility of
using this project to discredit Ukraine.
“The tragedy of Babyn Yar, which happened in Ukraine 80 years ago, must never
happen again. Neither in Ukraine nor in
other parts of Europe. Nowhere in the
world,” Mr. Zelenskyy concluded in his
statement.

Mark Raczkiewycz

A directive by invading Nazi German
forces in Kyiv ordering “all Jews” of the
city to appear at a designated area near
what is the Babyn Yar execution site with
their valuable belongings and identity
documents.
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An unidentified 88-year-old Jewish man
(left) is helped as he walks toward the
Menorah monument at the Babyn Yar
memorial park in Kyiv on September 29.

A signs reads that this Metasequoia tree
was planted by Vlad Shapiro in memory
of the Shapiro and Shustin families who
were “murdered in Babi Yar” by invad
ing Nazi German forces in World War II.

A monument to Ukrainian underground
freedom fighter Olena Teliha, who was
executed at the Babyn Yar ravine in Kyiv
by invading Nazi German forces in
World War II, stands at the tragedy’s
namesake park on September 29.
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Ukraine introduces...
(Continued from page 1)
met, including that 80 percent or more of
the staff have been vaccinated.
“Restrictions of the ‘yellow’ and ‘red’
zones will not apply to those venues where
staff and visitors are vaccinated, have a
negative PCR test … This is the method that
is successfully used today by several
European countries to save people and at
the same time not to halt the economic
activity of the country,” Mr. Shmyhal said.
Additionally, per the Ukrainian government, most yellow zone restrictions would
not affect fully vaccinated citizens.
Ukrainians can also still travel abroad with
a vaccination certificate.
These exemptions have created a situation in which vaccination certificates are
now being forged in the country.
In Ukraine, forged COVID-19 vaccination
certificates and PCR tests have been
recorded on a large scale in recent weeks.
Forgeries were found, for example, in the
Chernivtsi, Lviv and Ivano-Frankivsk
regions.
In the Dnipropetrovsk region, a doctor
and an accomplice allegedly entered false
information about vaccination status into
an electronic database of the Ministry of
Health in return for a bribe of 6,000 hryvnias, according to Mykhailo Radutskyi,
chairman of the Parliamentary Committee
on Health of the Nation.
Mr. Radutskyi said that forged negative
PCR tests for COVID-19 and vaccination
certificates were sold on social networks.
He said a negative PCR test was sold for
500 hryvnia and a fake vaccination certificate sold for 2,000 hryvnia.
“As the incidence of COVID-19 increases,
there are increasing reports of the purchase of forged international vaccination
certificates as well as certificates of contraindications to vaccination,” Ukraine’s
Ministry of Health said in a statement.
“In addition to the fact that forgery of
documents is a crime and punishable by
law, the presence of people with forged
documents poses a threat to the health and
lives of others. If a person with a forged
certificate was deported from abroad, it is
unfortunate but not fatal. But suppose such
a person, using a certificate, infected an old
man or woman, a pregnant woman, or a
cancer patient with coronavirus disease. In
that case, the consequences of his actions
can be extremely severe,” the press service
of the Ministry of Health wrote on its official Facebook page.
According to the ministry, officials at the
National Police of Ukraine, the Security
Service of Ukraine and the Ministry of
Health are working together to identify
forged vaccination documents, and cases
are being investigated thoroughly.
The Ministry of Health will seek the
removal of the heads of medical facilities
whose employees forge COVID-19 vaccination documents or enter false patient data
and will revoke the licenses of such facilities if this practice continues, according to
Minister of Health Viktor Liashko.
“We will formally send a petition to the
owners of the health care facilities where
these doctors work, requesting that the
head of this facility be removed from office
for the duration of the investigation until
the managers themselves are involved in
the actions of their subordinates,” Mr.
Liashko said.
“Managers should also be personally
responsible for what happens in their hospitals. And in case of repeated violation, the
Ministry of Health will initiate the revocation of the license of the health care institution and the termination of the contract
between the institution and the National
Health Service of Ukraine,” Mr. Liashko said

at the government meeting on September
21.
The Cabinet of Ministers supported a
draft law envisaging a liability for forgery of
documents related to preventive vaccinations.
“Forgery of vaccination documents,
especially COVID-19 certificates, is a threat
to society as a whole, and we will respond
accordingly,” Mr. Shmyhal said.
The draft law, in particular, stipulates a
fine of 17,000-34,000 hryvnia or imprisonment for up to two years for persons who
knowingly use forged documents. For medical workers who knowingly enter false
information about vaccinations, the law
stipulates a fine of up to 68,000 hryvnia or
imprisonment for up to two years and the
loss of the right to hold positions in the
healthcare field for one to three years.
Forging such documents for distribution
may result in a fine of up to 170,000 hryvnia or imprisonment of up to three years.
According to a survey by the sociology
company Fama, 42 percent of respondents
the survey agree that vaccination against
COVID-19 is a way for the government to
total control Ukrainian citizens.
Moreover, 48 percent of the respondents
said they believe the virus was artificially
designed to combat overpopulation, and, in
particular, to destroy the elderly; only 40
percent said they agree that masks are
effective in curbing the spread of COVID19; 18 percent think that alcohol and garlic
are the best prevention of COVID-19; 14
percent believe that the virus does not
spread in churches and temples because it
is a holy place. The survey was conducted
in the west of Ukraine.
Currently, vaccination against COVID-19
in Ukraine is not mandatory. However,
there have been cases where workers have
been required to be vaccinated at the local
level. For example, in late August, IvanoFrankivsk Mayor Ruslan Martsinkiv threatened city council employees with dismissal
if they were not vaccinated against COVID19.
In addition, government officials have
tried various ways to encourage and incentivize Ukrainians to get vaccinated. For
example, the government has said that vaccinated Ukrainians will be able to visit public institutions even when the country is
classified in the “yellow” and “red” zones.
Officials have also tried to promote vaccinations at the local level. For example, in
Ivano-Frankivsk, the local government
decided to give vaccinated residents 100
hryvnia for public transport and tickets for
home matches of the Prykarpattia football
club.
Despite such incentives, Ukraine does
not have time to implement its vaccination
plan. It estimates that six million vaccinations were to be given in August and more
than eight million monthly since Septem
ber. However, only 3.6 million vaccinations
were given in August.
As of September 28, roughly 12.5 million
vaccines have been administered in
Ukraine, according to the Ministry of
Health.
At the same time, the Ministry of Health
said it will need to throw out 34,000 doses
of the COVID-19 vaccine from Pfizer,
according to the Mr. Liashko, after the ministry discovered that those vaccines were
improperly stored at the wrong temperature.
“We cannot allow the vaccine into circulation where the temperature requirement
has been violated,” Mr. Liashko said.
According to the Public Health Center of
Ukraine, there were 9,666 new cases of
COVID-19 officially registered on
September 28. During the entire pandemic
in Ukraine, 2,411,622 people have contracted COVID-19; 2,251,352 people have recovered; and 56,080 people have died.
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FOR THE RECORD

Ukrainian Congress Committee of America marks
the 80th anniversary of the massacres at Babyn Yar

The following statement was released slaughter. This was further followed by
by the Ukrainian Congress Committee of decades of Soviet propaganda that hid
the truth about the atrocities committed
America on September 28.
at the ravine. For years following this
The Ukrainian Congress Committee of tragedy, the Soviet Union barely acknowlAmerica (UCCA), the representative orga- edged the massacre at Babyn Yar. Not
nization of the nearly two million until Ukraine renewed its independence
Americans of Ukrainian descent, recalls in 1991 were the few survivors of those
with deep sorrow one of the darkest first days at Babyn Yar, along with the
chapters in the history of genocide – the international Jewish and Ukrainian comMassacres at Babyn Yar. At the end of munities, allowed to openly mourn the
September 80 years ago, during the Nazi innocent victims of Babyn Yar.
During a weeklong commemoration in
occupation of Kyiv, the gruesome slaughter of tens of thousands of innocent men, 1991, a newly independent Ukraine offiwomen and children began at Babyn Yar cially recognized this painful page in its
(which means “old women’s ravine” in history, ending a 50-year long Soviet
Ukrainian). Although this was but one silence about the mass killings, and
site among many of the Shoah that ter- beginning a new and positive chapter in
rorized all Europe’s Jews, it is a site of Ukrainian-Jewish relations.
UCCA strongly condemns the heinous
particular tragedy for Ukraine.
Within a 36-hour period, more than crimes of genocide committed 80 years
30,000 Jews were forced from their homes ago at Babyn Yar, as well as the inhumane
in Kyiv, brought to the Babyn Yar ravine, atrocities of the Holocaust that resulted
and mercilessly massacred by Hitler’s in the deaths of millions of innocent vichenchmen as part of their Final Solution to tims. We mourn the loss of the tens of
rid Europe of the Jewish people. Following thousands of Jews, Ukrainians and others
this first mass execution, a restricted zone senselessly murdered at Babyn Yar, and
around the Babyn Yar ravine was sealed will continue to honor the memory of the
off with barbed wire. The killings, howev- victims, to return to them the dignity
er, did not end. Over the next several taken away by Hitler’s criminal orders,
years, the mass grave swelled with tens of and to pray for the repose of their eternal
souls.
thousands of other victims.
May the tragedy at Babyn Yar, a dark
During the final years of World War II,
and until the German retreat from Kyiv, page in history shared by both the Jewish
Babyn Yar became a veritable killing field, and Ukrainian people, continue to be
where an estimated 170,000 victims – taught to the following generations so
among them Jews, Ukrainians, Poles, that the memory of these terrible events
Roma, political opponents, clergy, UPA can never be extinguished. May it also
[Ukrainian Insurgent Army] members remind us of the need to show honor and
and Soviet prisoners of war – were ruth- dignity to our fellow man, regardless of
our differences, or perhaps, because of
lessly murdered.
As the German armies began their them, as we are all unique and valuable
retreat from Soviet Ukraine, the Nazis members of the human race.
Never Forget! Вічная пам’ять!
attempted to conceal the evidence of the

Sen. Portman announces National Defense Authorization Act
increases funding for Ukraine Security Assistance Initiative
WASHINGTON – U.S. Senator Rob
Portman (R-Ohio) announced on
September 23 that the Senate’s fiscal year
2022 National Defense Authorization Act
(NDAA) extends the Ukraine Security
Assistance Initiative and increases funding
from $250 million to $300 million per year,
including at least $75 million specifically
for lethal assistance. These funds are used
to help train, equip and provide support for
the Ukrainian government in their effort to
defend their territory and autonomy
against ongoing Russian aggression. Mr.
Portman, a co-founder and co-chair of the
Senate Ukraine Caucus and a member of
the Senate Foreign Relations Committee,
released the following statement:
“I am pleased to see this extension and
increase in security aid to our ally Ukraine
and I’m proud it’s included in the Senate’s
annual defense bill. It is clear that the
Ukraine Security Assistance Initiative continues to provide our allies in Ukraine with
the assistance they need to defend their
sovereign territory – on the land, sea and
air. I’m proud to have led the effort in
Congress to secure this crucial funding. The
Ukrainian military has fought bravely and
made tremendous strides against Russian
aggression. I will continue to work with my
colleagues in Congress to ensure the United
States continues to stand with Ukraine in

their fight to secure a democratic, prosperous and independent future.”
For the past five years, Sen. Portman
successfully championed language in the
annual NDAA that expanded U.S. military
aid to Ukraine, while strongly encouraging
the Ukrainian government to continue their
efforts in eliminating corruption and continuing with much needed security sector
reforms. These provisions helped build the
primary statutory framework for U.S. security assistance to Ukraine, the Ukraine
Security Assistance Initiative. In addition,
he has repeatedly written letters, delivered
multiple floor speeches and pressed senior
administration officials on the importance
of providing meaningful assistance to help
Ukraine stand up to Russia’s military
aggression, and he has pressed successive
administrations to provide lethal assistance
to the country.
For his efforts to support Ukraine, Sen.
Portman was recognized in 2018 with the
Order of Merit from then-Ukrainian
President Petro Poroshenko and in 2016 he
was awarded the Shevchenko Freedom
Award by the Ukrainian Congress
Committee of America. Sen. Portman also
championed the bipartisan resolution
marking the 85th anniversary of the
Holodomor, passed by the Senate in
October 2018.
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The Ukrainian Weekly
National Day
for Truth and Reconciliation
The following is a guest editorial by Alexandra Holyk, editor of Student, a publication of the Ukrainian Canadian Students’ Union (SUSK), third-year journalism student
at Ryerson University in Toronto, and online editor at The Eyeopener, Ryerson
University’s independent student newspaper.
As Ukrainians around the world mark the 80th anniversary of the tragedy of
Babyn Yar, the Ukrainian diaspora community in Canada also honors the victims of
yet another tragedy.
Ukrainian Canadian students observed the first National Day of Truth and
Reconciliation on September 30 – a federal statutory holiday honoring the lost children and survivors of residential schools, their families and communities.
In a press release published on its website, the Ukrainian Canadian Students’
Union (SUSK) said it recognizes “the ever-present legacy of residential schools, specifically on the welfare and wellbeing of Indigenous peoples.”
“As a Ukrainian-Canadian community, we recognize our role as Canadian settlers
as uninvited guests on the land, and we strive to continuously educate ourselves on
Indigenous history in Canada,” SUSK’s press release reads.
The federal holiday was enacted in June, after it was revealed that the bodies of
215 children were found in May at the former Kamloops Indian Residential School
in Kamloops, B.C.
Residential schools were an effort by the Canadian government to assimilate
Indigenous children and erase their culture. Between 1831 and 1998, there were
140 federally-run residential schools operating across the country. It is estimated
that more than 150,000 First Nations, Inuit and Métis children attended these
schools, where rates of abuse were high and many never saw their families again.
In 2015, the Truth and Reconciliation Commission released 94 calls to action following years of consultations with Indigenous communities and residential school
survivors. However, since being announced six years ago, very little action has been
taken by the Canadian government.
While SUSK has always strived to promote Ukrainian culture and heritage to the
broader Ukrainian and Canadian communities, SUSK president Danya Pankiw told
The Ukrainian Weekly that the organization is focused on incorporating inclusion,
equity and diversity in its policies and mandate.
“Going forward, we have … amended our bylaws and constitution to enact a new
position of Inclusion and Diversity Officer …. Their role is to really put SUSK’s mandate forward with all these initiatives, with advocacy, with inclusion, with diversity
and equity,” Ms. Pankiw said.
September 30 also marked Orange Shirt Day. It is a day of recognition based on
the story of residential school survivor Phyllis Webstad. In 2013, Ms. Webstad told
her story about wearing a new orange shirt purchased for her by her grandmother
when she was sent to St. Joseph Mission Residential School. The shirt was quickly
stripped off of her and it became a symbol of the stripping away of culture, freedom
and self-esteem experienced by Indigenous children over generations.
Ukrainians have been settling in Canada since the late-19th century. As a community that has faced many hardships in our homeland as well as in the diaspora, it is
important that we also recognize the hardships faced by Indigenous peoples in the
countries we now call home. Though the National Day of Truth and Reconciliation is
observed on September 30, we must continue our efforts toward reconciliation by
educating ourselves on Indigenous history and culture every day, and by standing in
solidarity with Indigenous peoples as they continue in the fight for their fundamental rights.
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Turning the pages back...
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Seventy years ago, on October 6, 1951, The Ukrainian Weekly
marked the 18th anniversary of its founding. It was at the
Ukrainian National Association convention in 1933 in Detroit
where it was decided that the UNA must publish for the growing
younger generation a weekly publication in the English language
as a supplement in the Ukrainian-language newspaper Svoboda.
The editorial from 1951 noted mixed sentiments from the decision at the UNA convention. “The youth greeted it with open arms, as the letters in its early issues testify. The parents of the youth liked the idea too; otherwise, they would not have voted for the idea at the
Detroit convention. Some Canadian newspapers, however, did not like it so much. They
were against an English-language publication … . They wrote that that would de-Ukrainianize the youth, meaning that our young people as a result would eventually forsake and forget that which tied them up with their Ukrainian descent, background and traditions.”
“Time,” the editorial continued, “has proven these critics to be wrong.” The youth, The
Weekly’s core readers, “together with their organizations, local and national, are today more
firmly welded to what is Ukrainian in them than ever before. It is not the language one
speaks that counts in this respect, but it is the spirit, the feeling for that which is one’s own.”
“The Ukrainian Weekly,” it added, “will continue to publicize and advocate the cause of
Ukrainian national liberation. It will as ever strive to keep strong in our younger and older
people the will and resolve to aid their kinsmen in Soviet Russian enslaved land to win
their birthright – national freedom in a free and independent Ukraine.”
In 1951, subscribers to The Weekly were primarily from American-born Ukrainians,
but with the arrival of a wave of Ukrainian immigrant displaced persons (DPs) after World
War II, a growing number of Ukrainian DPs had also begun to subscribe and The Weekly

1951

(Continued on page 12)
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Moscow seeks to use Babyn Yar against Ukrainians;
Ukrainians want a memorial to the victims
by Paul Goble
There are two competing projects for a
memorial at Babyn Yar, the site of a mass
murder of Jews and others during the Nazi
occupation. One of these projects, the
Russian, is heavily funded by Kremlin allies
and seeks to use the memorial to blame
Ukrainian anti-Semitism for this crime
against humanity.
The other, less well-funded and lacking
even the enthusiastic backing of the current Ukrainian president, is being developed by a group of Ukrainians, Jewish and
otherwise. Its purpose is not some information war with Russia, but rather a respectful memorial to the victims of this tragedy.
Joseph Zissels, a former Soviet political
prisoner and vice president of the
Association of Jewish Organizations of
Ukraine, is the leader of the latter. In an
interview with Galia Ackerman, he discusses his objections to the Russian project (en.
desk-russie.eu/2021/09/24/josef-zisselsputin-is-sending-us.html, desk-russie.
eu/2021/09/24/josef-zissels-poutinenous-envoie.html and graniru.org/Politics/
World/Europe/Ukraine/m.282647.html).
“Each people has its own culture and its
own politics of memory,” Mr. Zissels said.
“We consider the Russian project as derivative from the imperial Russian policy of
memory, at the center of which is the Great
Victory” and in which the Soviet people,
“which hasn’t existed for 30 years,” is the
key player.
Ukraine doesn’t want anything to do
with the notion of a Soviet people, the former dissident said. It wants its memorial to
reflect the history of Ukraine and its peoples as one of occupation and the history of
anti-Semitism in Ukraine as part and parcel
of this larger historical problem.
The Russian project for Babyn Yar
ignores the Soviet period entirely and, without an understanding of what happened in
the 1920s and 1930s in Ukraine, one cannot
understand Babyn Yar. The Ukrainian project seeks to understand the roots of the
problem rather than use the single event for
public relations, Mr. Zissels said.
Without an understanding of the pre-

war period, he said, one can’t understand
why so many Soviet soldiers surrendered
to the Germans or why local residents
behaved as they did when the Germans
came and why some collaborated with the
occupiers.
“Yes, in all countries, there were collaborationists, but here was a special situation
which must be studied,” Mr. Zissels said.
But the Russian narrative ignores all this
and thus offers “no explanation why local
residents in some cases cooperated with
the occupiers … and even took part in
repressions against the local population,
including Jews.” And because it does not do
that, it creates a completely false impression.
That impression is that “the Holocaust
spread not from Germany but from Babyn
Yar,” an impression that serves Russian
President Vladimir Putin’s goal to denigrate
the Ukrainians and label them “a nation of
anti-Semites,” Mr. Zissels said. The Kremlin
leader further wants to suggest that
Ukrainians have done nothing about that
tragic event, completely ignoring the 35 different memorials that Ukrainians have
erected.
“In the Ukrainian conception,” Mr. Zissels
said, “there are three main elements.” First,
there is a memorial park of 70 hectares on
which nothing is to be built. Then, there are
two other objects, a Museum of the Victims
of Babyn Yar and a Ukrainian Museum of
the Holocaust. “That in brief is the
Ukrainian conception.”
Unfortunately, the Russian conception is
backed by Russian money, and the
Ukrainian conception does not have the
active support of the current Ukrainian
president, despite widespread public support in Ukraine for its program. Hopefully
that will change. But it is critical that everyone understand just what is going on with
regard to Babyn Yar now.
Paul Goble is a long-time specialist on
ethnic and religious questions in Eurasia.
The article above is reprinted with permission from his blog called “Window on
Eurasia” (http://windowoneurasia2.
blogspot.com/).

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Interested in non-partisan
Ukrainian news
Dear Editor:

In the September 19 edition of The
Ukrainian Weekly, Askold Lozynskyj wrote
the following: “President Trump was a military buffoon, often embarrassing the
Pentagon and he was considered totally
incompetent by the generals there.
President Biden is a little more astute with
no military background.” I suppose he
chose to ignore Joe Biden’s recent inept
surrender in Afghanistan that also resulted
in the deaths of 13 U.S. soldiers. I also suppose the generals he references are the
ones that view the greatest threat the U.S.
faces comes not from Russia or China, but
rather from white supremacy. It seems to
me that, if Mr. Lozynskyj is in search of an
example of a buffoon, he might start by
looking in the mirror. I think subscribers of
The Ukrainian Weekly are more interested

in non-partisan Ukrainian news than in
reading his political diatribes.
John J. Nowadly
Fairfax, Va.

Ukraine’s Paralympians
spark national pride
Dear Editor:

I did not know that Ukrainian athletes
would be in the Paralympics. As I watched
them perform, I was moved to tears and a
high national pride. To all of them, and
their coaches, trainers and supporters, I
can attest that worldwide Ukrainians (and
many non-Ukrainians) are truly proud of
you. Now, let’s move on to the Winter
Games!
Orest M. Logusz
Colonel, U.S. Army (Retired)
Sterling, New York
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FROM FAR
AND WIDE
by Marco Levytsky

Ukraine boldly goes where
no NATO member dared go
Last month, Ukrainian special forces
conducted a daring operation in Kabul to
rescue 19 Afghan refugees, among them
translators, including one whom worked
for Canada’s leading newspaper, The Globe
and Mail, and another who served in the
Canadian military, as well as their families.
They arrived in Kyiv on August 29.
This rescue was coordinated by the
Ukrainian military, the office of Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy and The
Globe and Mail. Mark MacKinnon, the
Globe and Mail’s senior international correspondent, not only broke the story but
was integral in co-ordinating the rescue,
reported CTV News.
“This was an amazing rescue,” Mr.
MacKinnon told CTV. “We tried many different rescue groups; we had a couple of
plans with the Canadian army to get them
inside the Kabul airport that didn’t work.
We had a plan with the U.S. State
Department who was giving us guidance
on how to get them in, but that fell apart
after the suicide bombings last week.”
Mr. MacKinnon said that contacts he had
with the Ukrainian president’s office and
other diplomatic channels came through,
and the rescue plan was hatched.
“They said, ‘tell your guys to get into
some vehicles, take some pictures of the
license plates of those cars and send those
pictures to the Ukrainian military,’” he said.
“They told the cars to drive near the airport.”
Mr. McKinnon reported that the rescue
of the translators was carried out early on
the morning of August 27 in Kabul, a day
after the last Canadian evacuation plane
left Afghanistan, and hours after the deadly
suicide attack at one of the gates to Hamid
Karzai International Airport, which resulted in the deaths of at least 170 Afghans trying to flee the country, as well as 13 U.S.
soldiers. Following the attack, which was
claimed by the local affiliate of the socalled Islamic State, the U.S. said that only
foreign nationals – and no more visaclutching Afghans – would be allowed to
enter the airport.
Despite that restriction, as well as the
growing risks to coalition forces ahead of
the scheduled withdrawal of the last U.S.
forces on August 31, Ukrainian troops went
out into the city of Kabul on foot to escort
two minibuses – carrying the Canadabound translators and their families; 19
people in all – onto the airfield.
The soldiers had photographs of the
licence plates of the minibuses, and they
surrounded and escorted the vehicles for
the last 600 metres into the airport.
Another person who played a critical
role was Roman Waschuk, the former
Canadian ambassador to Kyiv who aided
the operation by putting The Globe and
Mail in contact with a senior official in Mr.
Zelenskyy’s office. He told The Globe and
Marco Levytsky may be contacted at
ukrnews@shaw.ca.

Mail the Ukrainians had agreed to the rescue mission in large part because of the
support their country had received from
Canada during its own seven-year war
with Russian-backed forces in the Donbas.
“This courageous operation by
Ukrainian special forces shows the strong
bonds of friendship and long-standing
close ties between Canada and Ukraine,”
said Alexandra Chyczij, national president
of the Ukrainian Canadian Congress. “The
Ukrainian forces acted with boldness,
valour and fearlessness. In the terrible circumstances in Afghanistan, Ukraine has
demonstrated that it has Canada’s back,
and we are grateful to them.”
Most notably, evacuees said they were
stunned that Ukrainian troops had taken
risks to save them which Canadian and U.S.
forces had not.
“Everybody was surprised. I tried for the
last month to have someone get us. We
asked the Americans, the Canadians, the
Qataris, everybody – and no solution. They
were scared to come out,” said Jawed
Haqmal, a 33-year-old father of four who
for two years worked with Canadian special forces in Kandahar. “The Ukrainian soldiers were angels for us. They did an
exceptional job. They have big hearts.”
And that is the key lesson to be learned
from this daring operation. Members of the
Armed Forces of Ukraine acted quickly,
bravely and with precision. This stands out
in contrast to the bungled rescue operations of both the Canadian and American
governments.
Yet U.S. President Joe Biden had the gall
to tell Mr. Zelenskyy that Ukraine is far
from ready to join NATO. If military precision and professionalism is any indication,
then Ukraine is more than ready. And the
road forward is through the NATO
Membership Action Plan (MAP). MAP is a
NATO program of advice, assistance and
practical support tailored to the individual
needs of countries wishing to join the alliance. Countries participating in the MAP
submit individual annual national programs on their preparations for possible
future membership. These submissions
cover political, economic, defense,
resource, security and legal aspects.
In an April 6 telephone call with NATO
Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg, Mr.
Zelenskyy stressed that the most urgent
issue in relations with NATO for Ukraine
was admission into the MAP. Yet Ukraine
still remains outside the program.
Not only has Ukraine participated in
more joint NATO exercises than any other
non-NATO member, but it has boldly
stepped forward with a rescue operation
that involved going where no NATO member dared to go. Surely, over the past several years, Ukraine has more than adequately
demonstrated her rapidly growing military
prowess, reliability as a future partner and
resolute commitment to the shared goals
and objectives of the NATO alliance, and
these successes warrant entry into MAP
without further excuses or delays.
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Musings on current state
of U.S.-Ukraine relations
U.S.-Ukraine relations are back on solid
ground. Despite U.S. President Joe Biden’s
ill-advised decision earlier in the year to lift
the waiver on Nord Stream 2 sanctions, the
overall trajectory is in a positive direction,
especially following Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy’s recent Washington
visit.
Some words that came to my mind in
describing the visit are “encouraging,”
“reassuring” and “heartening,” especially
after some of the turmoil, neglect and even
exploitation that our bilateral relations
experienced under our previous president.
The visit represented a return to normality and stability. It was a solid, if not
spectacular success, with concrete, tangible
results that included not only the White
House tete-a-tete, but other meetings with
Cabinet officials in areas of key importance
for Ukraine, such as Mr. Zelenskyy’s meeting with Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin
and Energy Secretary Jennifer Granholm.
This assessment seems to reflect the broad
consensus in Washington, with some politicians, journalists and experts more enthusiastic and others less so, depending on
their own world views and – not surprisingly – at times their own political leanings
and agendas. But, while I did not hear
choirs of angels singing Hallelujah, I did not
hear anyone call the visit a failure.
The joint statement on the U.S.-Ukraine
Strategic Partnership offers a robust roadmap for revitalizing and expanding our
bilateral engagement. It sends an unambiguous message to our friends and foes alike
that the United States is committed to
Ukraine’s success and will not only continue to support Ukraine in its struggle
against Russia’s ongoing, relentless aggression, but the U.S. will intensify this support.
Underscoring America’s compelling
interest in Ukraine is the powerful assertion that “Ukraine’s struggle is central to
the global struggle between democracy and
autocracy.” This makes clear that Ukraine is
among our foreign policy priorities – recognizing, of course, that there are competing
priorities, given that the U.S. remains the
world’s only superpower (Sorry, China, you
are not there yet).
The joint statement includes substantial
commitments in a wide variety of areas.
Don’t take my word for it – read it. Among
these commitments are those to security
and defense – standing up to Russian
aggression, including support for the
recently established Crimea Platform to
focus attention on the humanitarian and
security costs of Russia’s illegal occupation
of the peninsula. Other provisions include
deepening strategic defense cooperation
and providing Ukraine with security assistance. Hopefully, this will mean more aid
for Ukraine’s navy and air force. The section on security and defense also covers
cooperation on research and development,
space, threat-reduction, enacting defense
and security sector reforms and further
collaboration on cybersecurity matters,
which, given Ukraine’s experiences with
Russian cyberattacks against Kyiv, can also
be quite helpful to the U.S.
Orest Deychakiwsky may be reached at
odeychak@gmail.com.

Another section of the statement
encourages Ukraine’s economic growth
and prosperity. This includes helping
Ukraine reform state-owned enterprises
and create a fair business and investment
environment, something that would facilitate badly needed foreign investment, and
the expansion of commercial cooperation
and trade.
The section on advancing Ukraine’s
energy security includes, very importantly,
language on addressing the impact of Nord
Stream 2. Clearly, there is still much work to
be done here. There is also language on
facilitating energy reforms and on attracting foreign investment to help the country
achieve energy independence, decarbonization and clean energy goals. This includes
reducing greenhouse gas emissions and
helping to develop renewable energy. And
another brief section covers humanitarian
assistance and fighting COVID-19.
And then there is section II, titled
Democracy, Justice and Human Rights,
which supports rule of law reforms, including justice reforms, more effective governance and the effort to combat corruption.
These underpin everything else. While we
have seen significant progress since EuroMaidan, there is still a long, long way to go.
Frankly, I have tired of some members of
the diaspora downplaying corruption or
comparing corruption in the United States
with that of Ukraine. This is comparing
apples to oranges. The fact of the matter is
that corruption has a much more corrosive
effect on Ukraine than it does on the United
States. Corruption not only has negative
consequences for Ukraine’s social and economic development, but also greatly harms
the country’s national security. After all, no
country has benefitted more from
Ukraine’s weaknesses in rule of law and
corruption than has Russia. The cold, hard
reality is that progress on the rule of law
will greatly determine not only the success
of U.S.-Ukraine bilateral relations but ultimately, the future security and prosperity
of the Ukrainian people.
Could more have been achieved during
Mr. Zelenskyy’s visit? Of course. For
instance, many in the Ukraine policy world
in Washington, including myself, would
have preferred larger additional assistance
funding, especially in the military security
and even the humanitarian spheres.
However, if things develop the way we
hope and expect they will, I am confident
we will see more funding, including, for
instance for Ukraine’s navy and air force.
As generally upbeat as I am about U.S.Ukraine relations following Mr. Zelenskyy’s
Washington visit, I firmly believe that they
would be more successful if it were not for
the Biden administration’s deferential posture to Germany, with Nord Stream 2 serving as exhibit A. This makes it imperative
that the administration act in a manner
more consistent with its stated opposition
to Nord Stream 2 (not to mention the will
of Congress).
And while the administration could have
shown stronger support for Ukraine’s goal
to join NATO, the main brake here is that
some of our NATO allies – notably Germany
(Continued on page 12)
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Selfreliance FCU holds blessing of new branch office
HAMTRAMCK, Mich. – The Selfreliance
Federal Credit Union (SFCU) held a ceremony
to bless a new branch office in Hamtramck,
Mich., located across from Immaculate
Conception Ukrainian Catholic Church.
Hamtramck, Mich., Mayor Karen
Majewski, together with SFCU’s Chairman
of the Board of Directors Oleh Karawan and
President and CEO Vitaliy Kutnyy officiated
at the ribbon cutting ceremony.
With the assistance of gathered clergy,
Bishop Benedict Aleksiychuk of the
Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy of Chicago
blessed the new premises on August 8.
Consul General of Ukraine in Chicago
Serhiy Koledov also spoke at a reception
following the ceremony.
For SFCU, this was an opportunity to
show its support for the Ukrainian community in the greater Detroit area. Messrs.
Karawan and Kutnyy presented checks to
Immaculate Conception Schools in Warren,
Mich., St. Josaphat Ukrainian Catholic

Church in Warren, Mich., Immaculate
Conception Ukrainian Catholic Church in
Hamtramck, Mich., St. Mary Protectress
Ukrainian Catholic Church in Southfield,
Mich., the New Wave organization and the
Ukrainian American Archives and Museum,
Inc. The donations totaled $58,000.
Ms. Majewski, in her congratulatory
remarks, expressed her delight that the
building in which the new SFCU branch
office is located would remain in Ukrainian
hands, and would solidify the Ukrainian
presence in the town, which has been a cradle of the Ukrainian community in greater
Detroit since the arrival of Ukraine’s postWorld War II immigrants.
The mayor also said the city council had
approved naming the district the Ukrainian
Heritage Village, and that the street on
which the SFCU branch is located will be
named Honorary Shevchenko Street.
The Rev. Daniel Schaicoski, OSBM,
administrator of Immaculate Conception

Together with local clergy and faithful, Bishop Benedict Aleksiychuk of the Ukrainian
Catholic Eparchy of Chicago (third from the left) led a blessing of the Selfreliance
Federal Credit Union’s new branch on August 8 in Hamtramck, Mich.

As dust settle...
(Continued from page 1)
come out on top with the support of the
Greens, FDP and perhaps others.
In the meantime, until the new alliance
is forged, outgoing Chancellor Angela
Merkel will stay on as head of a caretaker
CDU-SPD coalition government.
The SPD, led by chancellor candidate
Olaf Scholz, has promoted the theme of
“Future, Respect, Europe,” while the CDU
and its Bavarian sister party, the Christian
Social Union (CSU), have emphasized
“Stability and Renewal.”
The center left Greens led by Annalena
Baerbock have focused on climate-related
issues. The FDP continues to uphold freemarket economic policies.
All four are in effect centrist parties and
are committed to the European and transatlantic orientation of Germany’s foreign
policy. But there are differences in emphasis and approach. This was clear from a
pre-election debate between the main candidates televised on June 26.
As Politico put it: “With [Ms.] Baerbock of
the Greens and the CDU’s [Armin] Laschet
representing opposing views on the debate
stage – the upstart idealist seeking to shape
things up in a values-based manner, and the
more conservative realist emphasizing business and existing interests first – it was [Mr.]
Scholz who worked to thread the needle
between the divergent visons.”
Mr. Scholz backs the French in wanting
more “sovereignty” for Europe (read less

U.S. influence). “We must ensure that we
have a strong and sovereign Europe. In my
view that is the most important task we
have as Germans,” he said.
And for him Germany is the key factor.
“We are the big country in the middle of the
European Union with the biggest population and the biggest economic strength,” he
said.
Clearly, Mr. Scholz sees France as
Germany’s closest partner in Europe. He
has backed the French government in its
current exasperation with the new strategic partnership between the U.S., U.K. and
Australia known as AUKUS, which has led
Canberra to cancel a lucrative contract for
French built submarines.
He also added that, “We will have to
make sure that this Europe can speak more
with one voice.” This had a rather ambiguous ring to it considering that in June of this
year Ms. Merkel and French president
Emmanuel Macron were put in their place
by other European states after suddenly
urging the European Union to begin a
direct dialogue with Russian President
Vladimir Putin.
Unfortunately for Ukraine, the leaders of
both the SPD and the CDU do not support
its membership at this stage in either NATO
or the European Union. The EU has first to
integrate the west Balkan countries, they
agree, and Ukraine will have to wait its
turn, whenever that might be.
All four leading German parties concur
that cooperation and dialogue with Russia
should continue, but they have somewhat
different perceptions of what the balance

Courtesy of SFCU

Hamtramck, Mich., Mayor Karen Majewski (center), cuts a ribbon to open a new
Selfreliance Federal Credit Union branch together with SFCU Chairman of the
Board of Directors Oleh Karawan (to the left of Ms. Majewski) and SFCU President
and CEO Vitaliy Kutnyy (to the right of Ms. Majewski).
Schools in Warren, Mich., thanked SFCU in
particular for their assistance in completing
the application process for the loans which
enabled the school to keep its staff
employed. He also thanked the Selfreliance
Foundation for its continuing financial support of the school.
Mr. Koledov congratulated SFCU on
enhancing the credit union’s footprint in
the Detroit area with the opening of its new
branch. He commended the credit union’s
leadership for its financial stability and
support of various community institutions.
Mr. Kutnyy commented on the credit
union’s longevity and success. In 70 years,
SFCU has grown to include 24,000 members and nearly $800 million in assets, with
120 employees in three states.
“What has not changed is that we continue to be actively involved in the growth of
our community, in the building and support

of churches, museums, youth organizations,
etc.,” Mr. Kutnyy said.
In distributing checks in support of
Ukrainian churches in greater Detroit, Mr.
Kutnyy reminded those present at the ceremony that the contributions would not be
possible without the ongoing support of
credit union members.
“It is you, our members, who make these
donations possible. The more you use our
services, the more profitable we are, and the
better we can serve our community,” he said.
Mr. Kutnyy also praised the founders of
Future Credit Union, which merged with
SFCU. Those founders were also community
oriented and supportive of its institutions.
SFCU will continue to actively seek opportunities to enhance its presence and support
of the community in and around Detroit.
Source: SFCU Marketing and Public
Relations Department.

between engagement and containment
should be. Nevertheless, they all acknowledge that Russia’s aggression toward
Ukraine, cyberattacks, information manipulation and repression of its internal critics
are factors that cannot simply be dismissed.
The Greens and the FDP have been the
most forthright in urging that sanctions
against Russia are not relaxed until the conditions are met.
On Nord Stream 2, Mr. Scholz conceded
that, while for Germany its interest in the
pipeline is purely economic, this is clearly
not the case for Russia. He and Mr. Laschet
both agreed that if Moscow began to use it
as a weapon against Ukraine, Berlin would
retaliate by stopping the transfer of gas
through it.
Ms. Baerbock was more categorical and
insisted that Nord Stream 2 be scrapped.
She dismissed the notion that it is a purely
economic project, stressing that it is meant
to destabilize Ukraine. “I went to Russia
and talked to key actors. It was said openly
the goal was about Ukraine and to circumvent sanctions.”
And what will the changes in Berlin
mean for the Minsk and Normandy Four
interrelated processes in which Germany
under Ms. Merkel played a prominent role?
For the time being, with elements of uncertainty in the air and the Kremlin anxious to
see what emerges, it’s unlikely that there
will be any progress.
Yet this is a good moment for Kyiv to
keep hammering home the message that
the Normandy Four framework will remain
unproductive if Berlin is not prepared to

assume a more responsible role and treat
Moscow as the aggressor and not an equal
partner in moderating peacemaking, or if
Berlin opposes broadening the effort
through the inclusion of other states prepared to pull their weight.
Ms. Merkel’s departure in this context is
no great loss. In fact, the German newspaper
Der Spiegel published an interview with her
long-term foreign policy adviser acknowledging that, for all her charm and apparent
good intentions on the surface, it was she
who blocked Ukraine’s membership in
NATO and the EU. She based her approach
on what was “tolerable” for Mr. Putin.
With her leaving, it remains to be seen
whether President Macron will seek temporarily to assume the unspoken leadership role in Europe and, if so, whether Paris
will be as tough with its rhetoric toward
Moscow as it currently is with Washington.
Of course, Russia, Nord Stream 2 and
Ukraine are not the only challenges facing
the new German government. Relations
with China are among the priorities, and all
four parties advocate for the development
of a common EU strategy toward Beijing.
Climate change is another issue. During
the televised debate, the candidates were
reminded that a recent public opinion survey showed that this is one of the top three
concerns of the German public.
So now, as the horse trading gets under
way, the waiting begins. And for those hoping for some positive change in Berlin’s foreign policy, with Ms. Baerbock cast in the
role of the principal kingmaker, there could
be reason for cautious optimism.
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What does it mean to be Ukrainian enough?
Documentary “The Long Breakup” tackles question of Ukrainian identity
by Adriana Klisch
CHICAGO – Can a Russian-speaking,
Soviet-raised, Kharkiv-born woman, who
spent her childhood summers in Russia
singing Russian folk songs with her
Russian grandmother, be Ukrainian? For
Forbes journalist and editorial director
Katya Soldak, it took a decade of soulsearching travel between Brooklyn and
Kharkiv to answer that question.
This past summer, the Ukrainian
National Museum hosted its first live event
in over a year, during which Ms. Soldak
shared her intimate journey in her featurelength documentary “The Long Breakup”
with 50 viewers.
The film’s press kit says that the documentary examines “Ukraine’s struggle to
escape Russia’s embrace, leave its Soviet
past behind and become a truly independent nation.”
However, her mesmerized viewers of
the documentary, many of whom immigrated from all over Ukraine (Lviv, Kyiv,
Poltava and even Kharkiv), understood
from the very first frame that the film is
about so much more. “The Long Breakup”
passionately, honestly and suspensefully
chronicles how a woman of mixed ethnicity became a truly independent spirit and
forged her own identity.
Despite an unwavering dedication to
Ukrainian culture and language, many people in the Ukrainian diaspora in America
are not conflicted about their identity as
U.S. citizens. Some may find it difficult to
understand why a Ukrainian citizen with a
Russian grandmother would be so conflicted about her identity. Understanding
requires stepping into the shoes of a teenage girl immersed in Soviet propaganda
and culture that characterizes all things
Ukrainian as “low-brow” and provincial,
and all things Russian as strong and
sophisticated.
After the Soviet Union collapsed in
1991, Ms. Soldak was a college graduate
working in Kharkiv media outlets while
obsessively following the American rock
music scene. She had high hope that this
new openness toward the West would
change everything. However, when the
local wars between oligarchs endangered
and disillusioned her, Ms. Soldak joined her
father in Brooklyn. She earned her
Master’s degree at Columbia University
School of Journalism and quickly integrated into a cozy American lifestyle.
Nevertheless, something drew her to her
roots, making her unwilling to cut ties with
her native Ukraine, especially when it came
to politics.
During the 2004 elections between
Viktor Yuschenko and Viktor Yanukovych,
Ukrainians were torn between a more
European life and Russia-backed stability.
Driven by the promise of Western culture
and creative freedom, many of Ms. Soldak’s
friends were inspired to vote for Mr.
Yuschenko and even took to the streets
during the Orange Revolution. Others, like
her stepfather, supported Mr. Yanukovych
because they viewed him as the provider
of security and economic stability. Ms.
Soldak and her friends found themselves
discussing politics and Ukraine’s direction
– something they’d never done before.
Many hoped that Mr. Yuschenko’s victory would finally bring Ukraine closer to
Europe. However, by the next election in
2010, Ukrainians grew frustrated with his
politics. They saw that nothing had
changed in their country, so they turned to

Mr. Yanukovych, who again promised stability. His refusal to sign an EU-Ukraine
Association Agreement in favor of closer
ties with Russia prompted the EuroMaidan protests. When police repressed
protesters, killing 100 of them on Kyiv’s
Independence Square, mobilization soared
across the country, inciting a full-blown
revolution that ultimately ousted Mr.
Yanukovych from power.
Ms. Soldak’s native city, where loyalty
and identity were more difficult to pinpoint, became the battleground between
pro-Ukraine protesters and the separatists.
Kharkiv opted to remain a part of Ukraine
to preserve economic structures and to
belong to a legitimate country. The statue
of Lenin – which survived the collapse of
the Soviet Union and the Orange
Revolution in 2004 – was finally toppled,
cementing Ukrainian patriotism among the
youth.
The annexation of the Crimean
Peninsula and the Russian invasion of east-

ern Ukraine, accomplished under the pretense of protecting Russian speakers, triggered an explosion of questions about
what it means to be Ukrainian. Ms. Soldak
lamented the friendships that fizzled with
those who passionately welcomed the
Russian annexation and invasion. These
opinions greatly exasperated most
Ukrainian diaspora viewers, yet they kept
their eyes glued to the screen and their
jaws clenched in anticipation.
In Ms. Soldak’s family, Mr. Yanukovych’s
audacious corruption inspired a turning
point. Once ambivalent about politics and
the Russian-Ukrainian question, Ms.
Soldak’s mother began a gradual transition
that led to a dramatic revelation – one that
must be viewed and heard to be fully
appreciated. This revelation instantly
relieved the tension in the room.
Back in New York and Minneapolis, Ms.
Soldak learned about the Ukrainian diaspora’s nurturing of traditions, cultural centers, language schools, dance troupes,

Courtesy of the Ukrainian National Museum

A promotional poster for the documenta
ry “The Long Breakup.”
choirs, youth organizations and political
rallies, prompting her to ponder her identity. Was she, a Russian speaker who understands but cannot speak Ukrainian fluently,
(Continued on page 18)
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Ukrainians of Hunter celebrate 30th anniversary of Ukraine’s renewed independence
by Irene Sawchyn Doll
JEWETT, N.Y. – The Ukrainian community located in and around Hunter, N.Y., gathered here to mark the 30th anniversary of
Ukraine’s renewed independence with two
commemorative programs held at St. John
the Baptist Ukrainian Catholic Church’s
Grazhda community hall.
In the first event, Tina Peresunko, a
Fulbright Scholar from Ukraine who is conducting research in the United States on the
history of the Ukrainian Republican Capella
(later known as the Ukrainian National
Chorus), discussed the organization, cultural diplomacy and the group’s international
tours of 1919-1924.
Symon Petliura, who led the Ukrainian
Army and served as president of the
Ukrainian National Republic from 19181921, conceived of and funded the chorus
in January 1919 for the purpose of disseminating to an international public the understanding that the Ukrainian National
Republic was an independent state and
nationality separate from that of Russia and
Russians, a commonly held misconception
of that time. Petliura selected renowned
choral conductor Oleksander Kosytch to
direct the chorus, which toured 10 countries in Europe as well as the United States,
Canada and several countries in South
America from 1919-1924, all to great
acclaim.
The signature performance piece of the
capella became the Ukrainian Christmas
carol “Shchedryk,” which was composed in
1916 by Mykola Leontovych, and which
introduced the beauty of Ukraine’s musical
heritage to international audiences. The
song later became “Carol of the Bells” when
Peter Wilhovsky wrote the English lyrics in
1936.
Ms. Peresunko captivated the audience
with excerpts from the chorus’s original

recordings and the group’s memorabilia
during a slide presentation on August 21.
In the second event, members of the
Ukrainian community and guests gathered
on August 29 for a formal commemoration
that marked the 30th anniversary of
Ukraine’s renewed independence.
Irene Sawchyn Doll, who served as
emcee of the event, invited Father Ostap
Mykychyn to open the program with a
prayer for the people of Ukraine.
Ms. Sawchyn presented a short history of
the momentous events in 1991 that led to
the proclamation of Ukrainian independence, focusing on the five days from August
19, 1991, when a failed coup attempt in
Moscow against the ruling administration
of the USSR ultimately led to the extraordinary outcome of Ukraine’s declaration of
independence on August 24, 1991.
Vira Pawlyshyn of Queens, N.Y., gave an
emotional reading of the 93 words of the
Act of Declaration of Independence of
Ukraine that was issued on that day to an
astonished world.
The keynote speaker for the program
was the Rev. Dr. Ivan Kaszczak, pastor of St.
John the Baptist Ukrainian Catholic Church
(UCC) in Jewett, N.Y., as well as Holy Trinity
UCC in Kerhonkson, N.Y.
Ms. Sawchyn introduced Father
Kaszczak and his extensive accomplishments; he is a pedagogue, historian, U.S. Air
Force lieutenant colonel and chaplain
(retired) and author of five books and
many monographs on the history of the
Ukrainian Catholic Church in the United
States and Canada.
In his presentation, titled “Metropolitan
Sheptytsky and Independent Ukraine:
Reflections,” Father Kaszczak noted that
freedom is deeply rooted in the human
soul; every nation and every person wants
to live by one’s own will, he said.
The subject of Father Kaszczak’s presen-

Ron Doll

Participants in a program that marked the 30th anniversary of Ukraine’s renewed
independence on August 29 included (from left to right) Vera Pawlyshyn, Father
Ostap Mykychyn, the Rev. Dr. Ivan Kaszczak and Irene Sawchyn Doll.
tation, Metropolitan Andrey Sheptytsky,
had to overcome skepticism and distrust of
his intentions to support Ukrainian independence because of his early Polish
upbringing, even though he reverted to his
Ukrainian ancestral heritage by pursuing
his priestly vocation in the UCC. He worked
for Ukraine throughout the first half of the
20th century by creating a balance
between those who would not let anything
stand in the way of Ukrainian independence and his own Christian principles of
the value of human life.
One of the metropolitan’s most forwardlooking contributions to Ukrainian national
consciousness was the expansion of the
Ukrainian Catholic Church in the United
States and Canada, despite resistance from
the Roman Catholic Church. Concurrently
he developed a highly educated Ukrainian
Catholic clergy in Ukraine which supported
the Ukrainian people throughout years of

persecution and oppression. Metropolitan
Sheptytsky’s legacy can be found in the students he trained to be leaders in the fight
for Ukrainian independence. Among them
were Patriarch Myroslav Lubachivsky, Prof.
Wasyl Lencyk, and current Metropolitan
Archbishop Borys Gudziak.
Father Kaszczak’s talk was warmly
received, and it was followed by a lively
question and answer session.
Vera Pawlyshyn, who has performed in
previous programs at Grazhda, delighted
the audience with a masterful recitation of
two poems written by Ukrainian poet laureate Lina Kostenko.
The program concluded with the audience singing “O, Ukraino” and “Bozhe
Velyky.” The latter song ended with a powerful rendition of “Mnohaya Lita” (many
years), which was sung to wish independent Ukraine many more bountiful years of
freedom.

Turning...

the U.N.A.,” noted the need for news story
submissions from the community. “By supporting The Ukrainian Weekly, you help its
sponsor, the Ukrainian National Association.
An interesting newspaper reflects credit to
the organization, so help make your Weekly
as interesting as possible,” he concluded.
This year marks the 88th anniversary of
the founding of The Ukrainian Weekly, with
its inaugural issue published on October 6,
1933.
Source: “Weekly’s 18th birthday,” The
Ukrainian Weekly, October 8, 1951.

(Continued from page 6)

Courtesy of Irene Sawchyn Doll

Irene Sawchyn Doll

Tina Peresunko (left) and Natalia
Sonevytsky as pictured in St. John the
Baptist Ukrainian Catholic Church’s
Grazhda community hall on August 21.

The Rev. Dr. Ivan Kaszczak, pastor of St.
John the Baptist Ukrainian Catholic
Church (UCC) in Jewett, N.Y., as well as
Holy Trinity UCC in Kerhonkson, N.Y.,
discussed the pivotal role Metropolitan
Andrey Sheptytsky played in developing
a Ukrainian national consciousness in the
20th century.

Пачки, автомобілі
та контейнери
в УкраїнУ
Туристичні послуги: авіяквитки в Україну та інші країни • Пересилка
пакунків, автомобілів та контейнерів в Україну та інші країни світу •
Українські та европейські компакт-диски • Українські сувеніри та хустки
ROSELLE, NJ
645 W 1st Ave.
Tel.: 908-241-2190
888-336-4776

CLIFTON, NJ
565 Clifton Ave.
Tel.: 973-916-1543

PHILADELPHIA, PA
1916 Welsh Rd., Unit 3
Tel.: 215-969-4986
215-728-6040

was seen as a way to accelerate the adjustment of these new immigrants to the
Ukrainian American way of life. “What is
equally important is the fact that through
The Weekly they will sooner get in closer
contact with their American-born young
kinsmen.”
Theodore Lutwiniak, in The Weekly’s
section of the same 1951 issue, “Youth and

Musings...
(Continued from page 7)
and France – are not enthusiastic about the
prospect of NATO membership for Ukraine
any time soon, and NATO is, after all, a consensus-based organization. Therefore, the
Biden Administration is unwilling to go out
on a limb to push for even a NATO
Membership Action Plan (MAP) for Ukraine
– something which on its own merits
Ukraine should have received by now.
This makes it more incumbent upon
NATO in general, and the United States in
particular, to enhance military, security,
intelligence and strategic support for
Ukraine that will make Ukraine ready for
NATO membership if and when the time
comes. Although in all fairness, thanks to

U.S. leadership, Ukraine is much further
along the path to NATO membership than it
would have been otherwise.
Nevertheless, in general, we are off to a
good start – or re-start. As with anything
else, follow-up and implementation are an
absolute must. The reinvigoration of the
Strategic Partnership Commission, which
has been dormant for more than a decade,
will be crucial to bolstering the relationship. There is plenty of hard work ahead to
give content and meaning to the commitments made. This may be especially true
on the Ukrainian side, as this is, after all,
about helping Ukraine in its ongoing historic process of transformation – a difficult
and uneven process, but one so essential to
Ukraine’s success. It is a success that, to be
sure, is also very much in U.S., European
and global interests.
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Western military alliance. Ukraine, which is
not a NATO member but has long sought
closer ties with the West and its militaries,
immediately rejected the statements saying
it would determine its own security policy
and that Moscow should worry only about
issues inside of Russia’s borders. The latest
flare-up in frayed relations among the
nations started on September 27 when Mr.
Lukashenka said the United States is
“building up bases” in Ukraine and that he
and Mr. Putin have “agreed we must do
something about it.” Mr. Lukashenka, who
has been hit with several rounds of sanctions from the U.S. and several other
Western nations for his brutal crackdown
on dissent at home after the opposition
accused him of rigging a presidential elec-

tion in August 2020, did not specify what
Moscow and Minsk would do, other than to
say the actions would “ensure the security
of the two of our states.” Russia staunchly
opposes the idea of NATO membership for
Ukraine and Kremlin spokesman Dmitry
Peskov added that Mr. Putin has repeatedly
noted the issue of the potential broadening
of NATO infrastructure on Ukrainian territory “would cross red lines.” Speaking in
Kyiv, Ukrainian Foreign Affairs Minister
Dmytro Kuleba sharply rejected the notion
of a Russian “red line” outside of its own
borders. “[Mr.] Putin’s ‘red lines’ are limited
to Russia’s borders,” he tweeted. “On our
side of the Ukrainian-Russian border we
can figure out ourselves what to do in the
interests of the Ukrainian people, as well as
Ukraine’s and Europe’s security.”
Meanwhile, the Ukrainian Foreign Affairs

SUPPLEMENTAL SUMMONS
Index No. EF2018-3161

-vsLYNDA LUKEY A/K/A LYNDA LUKIV A/K/A LUKEY DENYSENKO;
UNKNOWN HEIRS OF THE ESTATE OF WLADIMIR DENYSENKO A/K/A
JUAN WLADIMIR DENYSENKO; UNITED STATES OF AMERICA O/B/O
INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE; NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF
TAXATION AND FINANCE; THE BOARD OF MANAGERS OF ZOLOTA OSIN
CONDOMINIUM; ZEN CHRISTOPHER LUKEY DENYSENKO; MARIA OLENA
DENYSENKO; TETIANA DENYSENKO; LARYSSA DENYSENKO; IWAN-YURI
DENYSENKO; DEMIAN DENYSENKO; ADRIANNA DENYSENKO;
Defendants.
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Провід
Карпатського Лещетарського Клюбу
ділиться сумною вісткою,
що 29 серпня 2021 року
на 78-му році життя відійшов у вічність

св. п.

Юрій Володимир Попель
довголітній голова КЛК,
провідник тенісових турнірів на Союзівці.
Висловлюємо щирі співчуття рідним та близьким.

Вічная пам’ять!
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SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF ULSTER
KEYBANK NATIONAL ASSOCIATION,
Plaintiff,

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 3, 2021

26 ZOLOTA OSIN ROAD
KERHONKSON, NY 12446
A/K/A
26 ZOLOTA OSIN
KERHONKSON, NY 12446

TO THE ABOVE NAMED DEFENDANT(S):
YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to answer the Complaint in the above
entitled action and to serve a copy of your Answer on the plaintiff ’s attorney within
twenty (20) days of the service of this Summons, exclusive of the day of service,
or within thirty (30) days after service of the same is complete where service is
made in any manner other than by personal delivery within the State. The United
States of America, if designated as a defendant in this action, may answer or appear
within sixty (60) days of service. Your failure to appear or to answer will result in a
judgment against you by default for the relief demanded in the Complaint. In the
event that a deficiency balance remains from the sale proceeds, a judgment may
be entered against you, unless the Defendant obtained a bankruptcy discharge and
such other or further relief as may be just and equitable.
NOTICE
YOU ARE IN DANGER OF LOSING YOUR HOME
If you do not respond to this summons and complaint by serving a copy of
the answer on the attorney for the mortgage company who filed this foreclosure
proceeding against you and filing an answer with the court, a default judgment
may be entered and you can lose your home.
Speak to an attorney or go to the court where your case is pending for further
information on how to answer the summons and protect your property.
Sending a payment to your mortgage company will not stop this foreclosure
action.
YOU MUST RESPOND BY SERVING A COPY OF THE ANSWER ON THE
ATTORNEY FOR THE PLAINTIFF (MORTGAGE COMPANY) AND FILING
THE ANSWER WITH THE COURT.
ULSTER County is designated as the place of trial. The basis of venue is the
location of the mortgaged premises.
Dated: September 20, 2021
VICTOR SPINELLI, ESQ.
FEIN, SUCH & CRANE, LLP
Attorneys for Plaintiff
1400 OLD COUNTRY ROAD STE C103
WESTBURY, NY 11590
Telephone No. 516/394-6921
FKNY171

It is with deep sorrow that we share the passing
of our beloved wife, mother, mother-in-law,
grandmother, sister, aunt and godmother

Lidia Czernyk

on September 6, 2021 after living a long and blessed life at the age of 92.
Lidia Czernyk (née Mruczkewycz) was born in Brody, Western Ukraine,
on July 27, 1929. After the turmoil of World War II, together with her
widowed mother, aunt, older sister and her husband and their brother
they immigrated to the USA in 1949 and settled in New York City. Lidia
worked in retail sales and as a seamstress. In 1953 she married Jaroslaw
Czernyk and spent the next 62 living in Queens, NY as a devoted wife,
mother, grandmother and homemaker.
Lidia became a charter member of UNWLA Branch 83 in New York
City in 1964. She was elected to the UNWLA National Board in 1981 and
served as Social Welfare Chair. In 1991 (prior to Ukraine’s independence),
Lidia went to Ukraine at the invitation of the Children of Chernobyl
Relief Fund (CCRF). She together with a number of CCRF representatives
visited Chernobyl and saw firsthand the damage caused by the nuclear
accident. Lidia was the the first UNWLA member to visit Chernobyl. Her
determination, financial support from the UNWLA and the CCRF resulted
in an MRI machine to be delivered to a hospital in Kyiv in 1994 with one
condition – children from Chernobyl were to be given first priority and
treated for free. In 1999, for her dedication, perseverance and desire to
help orphans, needy children, and underprivileged elderly Ukrainians,
Lidia was awarded UNWLA Honorary Membership - the highest UNWLA
award - that is reserved for those whose contributions go above and
beyond.
Lidia was a charter member of Plast Sorority “Verkhovynky”. She worked
at the office of Plast KPS and retired after 20 years of dedicated service.
Funeral services were held on September 10, 2021. The Funeral Liturgy
was celebrated at St. Michael the Archangel Ukrainian Catholic Church,
Yonkers, NY by Rev. Vasile Tivadar and Rev. Taras Chaparin. Responses
were beautifully sung by Mr. Bohdan Balaban, for which we are thankful.
Memorial service at St. Andrew’s Cemetery in South Bound Brook, NJ was
officiated by Rev. Vasile Tivadar.
Lidia is survived by:
sons
- Borys and son Mark
- Ihor Andrew with wife Natalia and their children
Julianna, Katherine and John
nephew
- Dr. Ihor Sawczuk with wife Alexandra and their children
Alexander, Markian and Lara
sister-in-law - Renate Mruczkewycz
niece
- Monica Gkahopoylos with sons Christopher with wife
Jessica, and Andrew
nephew
- Walter Mruczkewycz with wife Sandy and children
Jonathan and Rachel
cousin
- George Hrynyk with wife Jaroslawa and family
brother-in-law - Zenon Czernyk with wife Jaroslawa and family
nephew
- Ihor Chernik with wife Larysa
Our gratitude has no bounds when it comes to Pastor Vasile Tivadar
and Pastor Taras Chaparin for their many years of visits, prayers and
spiritual guidance during Lidia’s life as well as for the funeral services and
parting words at the funeral home, church and cemetery.
The Czernyk Family extends gratitude to all who offered support and
comfort during a difficult time for all of us. We would like to thank those
who participated in the services at the funeral home, church, during
the internment and at the repose. We thank those of you who sent
sympathy cards, Mass cards, beautiful flowers, comforting phone calls
and charitable donations in Lidia’s memory. A special thank you to Mrs.
Anna Krawczuk, Lidia’s long time friend and fellow UNWLA member for
her final farewell at the repose.
In memory of Lidia Czernyk donations can be made to:
UNWLA Social Welfare Orphans Fund
203 Second Avenue
New York, NY 10003-5706
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Ministry rejected Mr. Lukashenka’s “baseless insinuations,” and stressed that
Ukraine “has never interfered and will not
interfere in the affairs of neighboring
Belarus.” “Preserving Belarus’s sovereignty and independence, not becoming an
appendage of Russia, is something that
Minsk should really think about,” the
spokesman, Oleh Nikolenko, told the
UNIAN news agency. Tensions have run
high since Russia annexed Ukraine’s
Crimean Peninsula in 2014 and then tightened its grip by staging a referendum dismissed as illegal by most of the international community. Earlier this year, the
Kremlin amassed more than 100,000
troops on Ukraine’s border and in the
occupied territory of Crimea in what the
United States called an act of intimidation
against Kyiv. The military buildup came as
Ukrainian forces battle Moscow-backed
fighters in two eastern regions in a low-

intensity war that has killed more than
13,200 since 2014. The Kremlin has
denied any involvement in the fighting,
even though there is substantial evidence
of Russian fighters and arms crossing into
Ukraine. Ukraine began joint military
exercises with the United States and other
NATO member troops last week, while
Russia and Belarus held large-scale drills
that alarmed the West. (RFE/RL, with
reporting by Reuters, TASS and BelTA)

Russia to spend billions in Ukraine

Russia plans to spend 900 billion rubles
($12.4 billion) over the next three years on
financial support in the parts of eastern
Ukraine that are held by Russia-backed
separatists, according to government documents obtained by the Donbas.Realities
desk of RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service. The
funding described in the documents
appears to largely target social spending in
the parts of the Donetsk and Luhansk
regions that have been controlled by the
separatists since 2014, when a war against
Kyiv’s forces erupted after Russia fomented

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 3, 2021
unrest following the ouster of Moscowfriendly former Ukraininan President
Viktor Yanukovych. The areas held by the
Russia-backed separatists have a combined
population of about 2.9 million people,
about 38 percent of them pensioners,
according to the documents, whose authenticity could not be independently verified.
The planned spending described in the documents appears to represent a significant
increase. The average salary in the areas is
currently 15,000 rubles ($206) a month
and the Kremlin aims to increase it to
20,000 rubles ($274) by 2024, the documents said, bringing it in line with the
neighboring Russian region of Rostov.
Oleksiy Reznikov, deputy prime minister
and minister for reintegration of the temporarily occupied territories of Ukraine, estimated in 2020 that Russia spends a total of
about $1.3 billion annually on salaries in
the separatist-held parts of eastern Ukraine
and Crimea, the Black Sea peninsula Russia
occupied and seized from Ukraine in March
2014. The Russian Economic Development
Ministry did not immediately respond to a
request for comment. (RFE/RL’s Yaroslav
Kreshko)
U.S. allows tycoon to sell Texas property
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KULINSKI MEMORIALS
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The United States is permitting a company owned by a Ukrainian tycoon to sell a
Texas building the government froze as
part of a civil money-laundering case so
that it can pay down the property’s back
taxes and other debts. The Justice
Department last year accused billionaire
Ihor Kolomoisky along with his partner of
embezzling money from their Ukrainebased Privatbank and then laundering the
proceeds through shell companies to purchase U.S. commercial buildings worth
hundreds of millions of dollars. The Justice
Department sued to seize three of the
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buildings, including one each in Ohio,
Kentucky and Texas. Mr. Kolomoisky denies
the accusations and has filed for arbitration, saying the United States has no basis
to expropriate his assets. In a September 22
filing, U.S. District Judge Marcia Cooke
granted a Justice Department request to
allow Mr. Kolomoisky’s firm to sell a Dallas
building that was once home to Electronic
Data Systems, the company founded by former presidential candidate Ross Perot.
Centurion American, a North Texas-based
real estate firm, has agreed to buy the property for $23.3 million, according to the
court filing. The sale is expected to be completed on September 27, court filings show.
After debts and taxes are paid, the remaining proceeds from the sale will be held in
an interest-bearing escrow account maintained by the United States pending the
outcome of the civil case. The property
owed more than $425,000 in property
taxes, late penalties and community association fees as of September 16, court documents show. “This Court finds that an interlocutory sale of the Property is necessary
and appropriate to preserve the value of
the Property before the conclusion of the
pending forfeiture proceedings,” Ms. Cooke
said in her ruling. The immediate sale will
mitigate the risk of market fluctuations as
well as the cost of maintaining the property
in good condition. The Texas property is
currently unoccupied and thus unable to
generate revenue to cover its maintenance
costs, taxes and association fees. Mr.
Kolomoisky is one of the most powerful
tycoons in Ukraine with assets ranging
from oil and gas to metals and media. His
television stations backed the candidacy of
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy during the
2019 campaign and he is reported to have
close ties to his administration. (RFE/RL’s
Todd Prince)
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Ukrainian Usyk unanimously defeats Joshua
by Ihor N. Stelmach
Several days before their September 25
showdown at Tottenham Hotspur Stadium
in London, a nervous Eddie Hearn was
expecting a mentally “draining” fight for his
client Anthony Joshua of Great Britain.
Joshua had height, reach and weight advantages going into defending his WBA, IBF
and WBO heavyweight titles against
Oleksandr Usyk. Yet Hearn, among other
noted boxing pundits, anticipated perhaps
the toughest test of the Briton’s career.
This premise was based on the breathtaking skill set possessed by the Ukrainian
boxer, who won gold at the London 2012
Olympics (heavyweight division) a day
before Joshua won his title (super heavyweight division). A skill set comprised of
deft footwork, blurring hand speed and
stamina is matched by few others. The former undisputed world cruiserweight
champion was regarded by promoter
Hearn as the most demanding of foes for
Joshua, who avenged a defeat to Andy Ruiz
Jr. (33-1, 22 KO) of the U.S.A. and rose from
the canvas to stop Wladimir Klitschko (644, 53 KO).
In a September 22 interview with Pa
media, Hearn said: “I’m very nervous,
which is great. I want to be nervous
because I then know it’s a real fight. This is
probably AJ’s [Anthony Joshua’s] toughest
ever fight and I think he’s going to prove to
the world how good he is. He’s ready for
this fight, but it’s the ultimate challenge
with someone that’s very strong mentally.
Mentally it will be draining [for Joshua]
because he’s going to have to think a lot,
there will be a lot of feints from both men
and reactions are going to be key. Usyk is
going to be a tough, tough nut to crack.”

Oleksandr Usyk holds four heavyweight
title belts (WBA, WBO, IBO, IBF) after
his unanimous win against Anthony
Joshua on September 25 in London.

The promoter’s concerns proved to be
most prophetic. In a classic battle of heavyweights, some described the outcome as
shocking and stunning with others praising
the challenger for outclassing the reigning
champion. All were in agreement that Usyk
shook up the sport’s heavyweight division
when he became a two-weight world
champion with his unanimous points decision over Anthony Joshua to capture the
WBA, IBF and WBO world heavyweight
titles. The Ukrainian’s agile footwork kept
him out of trouble while his accurate jab
and quick one-two combinations accumulated points, winning by the judges’ scores
of 117-112, 116-112 and 115-113 in front
of Joshua’s 66,227-strong home crowd.
Usyk (19-0, 13 KO), 34, hurt Joshua (242, 22 KO), 31, in the third and seventh
rounds, and nearly finished off the
Englishman in the midst of a furious attack
late in the 12th round. Joshua failed to seriously threaten Usyk, who was more elusive
and quicker to the punch.
Joshua is expected to want a rematch
and his loss to Usyk ends his hopes of fighting Tyson Fury (30-0, 21 KO) of Great
Britain for all four heavyweight titles in the
future. WBC champion Fury defends his

Matchroom Boxing/Mark Robinson

Oleksandr Usyk (left) lands a left hook against Anthony Joshua on September 25 in
London.
title in a third fight against American
Deontay Wilder (42-1, 41 KO) on October 9
in Las Vegas, and the winner of that bout
could pursue a clash with Usyk, who won
the titles in only his third fight at heavyweight after unifying all four world cruiserweight titles in 2018.

Three of the four world heavyweight
belts are now back in Ukrainian hands
thanks to Usyk’s success, after brothers
Vitali (45-2, 41 KO) and Wladimir Klitschko
(Continued on page 19)
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What does it mean...
(Continued from page 11)
“Ukrainian enough”?
The filmmaker’s earnest query inspired
many heartfelt compliments and probing
questions that kept moderator Oryna
Hrushetsky on her toes during the Zoomenabled Q&A session after the screening.
The evening ended with spontaneous “Slava

No. 40
Ukraini” cheers from both sides of the
screen and an invitation for the filmmaker
to attend the museum’s Ivana Kupala lakeside gala. Anyone who takes this heartfelt,
honest, unfiltered cinematic journey with
Katya Soldak will surely reassure her that
she is undoubtedly “Ukrainian enough.”
Readers who would like to host a
screening of “The Long Breakup” can find
more information by visiting www.thelongbreakupfilm.com.
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Usyk plays ‘joker’ at press conference
by Ihor N. Stelmach
In addition to sending shockwaves from
his momentous victory at boxing’s most
recent heavyweight summit, Oleksandr
Usyk received much attention for his fashionable role playing. The Ukrainian has
brought a refreshing, personable charm
into the upper echelon of heavyweight boxing after plowing through the cruiserweight
ranks as undisputed champion. He is being
hailed as one of the sport’s more interesting
personalities, as evidenced by the fighter’s
choice of attire for the September 23 press
conference with then-champion Anthony
Joshua. The head-shaven challenger opted
to dress as Joaquin Phoenix’s ‘Joker’ character from the movie of the same name.
Taking that role a step further, Usyk showcased his juggling skills to the Londongathered boxing media as he inched closer
to the biggest fight of his boxing career.
The prelude to one of the most intriguing boxing matches of the year produced a
low-key press conference when Anthony
Joshua and Oleksandr Usyk met face-toface. Even the ritual stare-down between
the two pugilists was muted and highly civilized. It did require the eccentric and talented Usyk to produce some vivid and
compelling splashes of color this fight went
on to generate two days later in Tottenham
Hotspur Stadium.
There was always a deep mutual respect
between Joshua and Usyk with no need to
stoke any fake animosity between the two.

The highlight of the press conference was
supplied by Usyk’s red suit, black shirt, gold
polka dot tie and mustard waistcoat,
inspired by The Joker. The Ukrainian spoke
of his being a “positive hero” at the press
conference: “My look, the hair, moustache,
earring is all inspired by my ancestors who
were 17th century Cossack warriors. I used
to do a Cossack dance after some of my
amateur wins. I might do it again if I win on
Saturday. I am a very unpredictable guy. I
have this look for this fight because it is
coming from my heart.”
Usyk further explained that his impressive moustache was a homage to his surname. He revealed that “usyk” in Ukrainian
means moustache, leading to desperate
checks to confirm he was telling the truth.
In this case it turned out the ‘Joker’ was, in
fact, not joking.
Usyk seemed to be interested in sharing
details about his life outside of boxing. He
related how, after finishing school, it was
his goal to study theater and the arts at the
university level, but his winning the junior
Ukraine boxing championships pushed him
to pursue the sports route and he enrolled
at the Physical Education Institute. He
claims to still have a fondness for the theater, enjoys writing poetry and wants to
learn to play the guitar.
Oleksandr Usyk’s stunning points victory over Anthony Joshua on September 25
had few laughs, but the Ukrainian did inject
much drama and intrigue into a riveting
heavyweight battle.

Lomachenko trained Usyk
for Joshua bout
by Ihor N. Stelmach

Anthony Joshua (24-2, 22 KO) of Great
Britain was set to defend his WBA, IBF and
WBO heavyweight title belts against
Oleksandr Usyk (19-0, 13 KO) at Totten
ham Hotspur Stadium in London on
September 25. Usyk asked his amateur
mentor Anatoly Lomachenko to put
together a training regimen to secure a
world title triumph. The fight pitted two
London 2012 Olympic gold medalists
against each other, with Joshua topping
the podium in the super-heavyweight division, while the decorated Ukrainian
(trained at the time by Anatoly Loma
chenko) reigned supreme in the heavyweight bracket. Renowned for his nimble
footwork, exemplary hand speed and head
movement, Usyk collected all four major
belts at cruiserweight and has won all of
his 18 professional contests.
Usyk had been trained by Yuri Tkachen
ko for his last points victory over Derek
Chisora (32-9, 23 KO) of Great Britain in
October 2020, but has returned to Anatoly,

Ukrainian Usyk...
(Continued from page 17)
ruled the division as champions from 2004
to 2015. Vitali was present at ringside in
London to enjoy the moment.
The mandatory challenger for Joshua’s
WBO belt, Usyk became the third boxer to
win world titles at cruiserweight and
heavyweight, following David Haye
(England) and Evander Holyfield (United
States). Prior to the fight he was ranked as
ESPN’s No. 4 heavyweight boxer.
England once again proved to be a happy
hunting ground for the Ukrainian, this

the revered trainer and father of his close
friend, pound-for-pound star Vasyl Loma
chenko. Lomachenko’s promoter, Bob
Arum of Top Rank, revealed the change in
Usyk’s team after talking with Usyk’s manager Egis Klimas and hearing of “Papa
Lomachenko’s” agreeing to properly train
Usyk for his upcoming bout. Anatoly only
trains his son, but made an exception in
this case because Usyk is considered
extended family to the Lomachenkos.
Joshua is the bigger, heavier frame with
a more powerful punch. Usyk is the more
agile, quicker boxer. Having experienced
only two fights in the heavyweight division
since stepping up from 200 pounds, questions remained about the Ukrainian’s
punch resistance and his ability to trouble
the top heavyweights with his power.
It was hoped these questions would be
answered September 25 in London.
Anatoly Lomachenko’s preparation and
strategy played a key role in the answers.

October 6
Online

Webinar by Andrii Portnov, Harvard University,
www.huri.harvard.edu

October 8
Chicago

Book presentation, “Ukrainian-English Collocation Dictionary”
by Yuri I. Shevchuk, Ukrainian National Museum,
312-421-8020 or www.ukrainiannationalmuseum.org

October 8
New York

Performance, “Scythian Slap!” with Bob Holman, Susan
Hwang and Julian Kytasty, directed by Virlana Tkacz,
Yara Arts Group, The Ukrainian Museum, 212-228-0110 or
www.ukrainianmuseum.org

October 8-30
New York

Art exhibit, “Ilona Sochynsky: Études, Fugues and
Impromptus,” Ukrainian Institute of America,
www.ukrainianinstitute.org or 212-288-8660

October 9
Jenkintown, PA

Fundraiser, “Perelaz,” Ukrainian Catholic Education
Foundation, St. Michael the Archangel Ukrainian Catholic
Church, www.ucef.org

October 13
Online

Webinar book talk with Serhii Plokhii, “The Frontline: A
Conversation on Ukraine’s Past and Present,” Harvard
University, www.hur.harvard.edu

October 14
Online

Online discussion with Vasyl Makhno and Andrey Kurkov,
“Encounter: The Ukrainian-Jewish Literary Prize” and other
recent developments in Ukrainian literature, Ukrainian Jewish
Encounter, Columbia University, https://harriman.columbia.edu

October 16
New York

Concert, performed by “Trio Duende,” with violinists
Solomiya Ivakhiv and Tom Stone, pianist Awadagin Pratt
and cellist Sophia Shao, Ukrainian Institute of America,
www.ukrainianinstitute.org or 212-288-8660

October 16-17
Chicago

Open House Chicago, Ukrainian National Museum,
www.ukrainiannationalmuseum.org or 312-421-8020

October 16,
November 20
Online

Webinar with Maria Rypan, “Ukrainian Beaded Adornments,”
Ukrainian History and Education Center, www.ukrhec.org

October 17
Online

Webinar, “Tracing and Documenting Ukrainian Victims of
the Ravensbruck Concentration Camp,” presented by Kalyna
Bezchlibnyk-Butler, Ukrainian Canadian Research and
Documentation Center, office@ucrdc.org or ntsh.ca@gmail.com

October 18
Chicago

Book presentation, “We” by Ruslan Gorovyi, Ukrainian
National Museum, www.ukrainiannationalmuseum.org or
312-421-8020

October 19
Lancaster, PA

Performance, “Queen Esther,” trip organized by the
Ukrainian-American Senior Association in Philadelphia,
Sight and Sound Theater, 215-699-6068 (must have proof
of COVID-19 vaccination)

October 23
2021 Gala, Ukrainian Institute of America,
Online/New York www.ukrainianinstitute.org
October 26
Tiburon, CA

Fundraiser, with keynote speaker Myroslav Marynovych,
Ukrainian Catholic Education Foundation, Tiburon Yacht
Club, www.ucef.org

October 27
Online

Book presentation by Margarita Balmaceda, “Russian
Energy Chains: The Remaking of Technopolitics from
Siberia to Ukraine to the European Union,” Harvard
University, www.huri.harvard.edu

Ihor Stelmach may be reached at iman@
sfgsports.com.

Entries in “Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to events
advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome submissions
from all our readers. Items will be published at the discretion of the editors
and as space allows. Please send e-mail to mdubas@ukrweekly.com.

being his third win in the United Kingdom,
in addition to his Olympic gold medal won
in London 2012.
“The fight went exactly the way I expected it to go,” Usyk said in a post-fight media
interview. “There were times when
Anthony pushed me hard, but nothing special. I had no objective to knock him out. My
corner pushed me not to do that. You didn’t
see the best Usyk. I can be much better.”
Joshua weighed in at 240 pounds, 19
pounds more than Usyk, who weighed a
career-heaviest 221 pounds. Joshua
enjoyed a three-inch height and a four-inch
reach advantage, only to be overcome by
Usyk’s fleet-footed movement, intelligent

boxing skills and courage.
A tense Joshua allowed Usyk to score
with a few shots in the initial two rounds
and Usyk staggered Joshua with a sweeping
left hand in the third. Joshua responded
with a couple of stiff rights in the fourth
and fifth rounds with both boxers landing
successful jabs. Usyk came on in the seventh round, almost flooring Joshua with a
left to the jaw. The Englishman came back
with an aggressive eighth round, landing a
right uppercut. Usyk proved too elusive in
the ninth.
Both boxers had cuts around their right
eyes by the 10th round and Usyk landed
several sharp punches early in the 11th,

setting up a most critical final round. Usyk
started full of energy and hunger, bouncing
two left hands off Joshua’s head. Joshua
pressed on, but could not muster up the
punches to hurt his opponent. The challenger proved busier and bolder, finishing
off the champion with a barrage of hooks
that left Joshua slumped on the ropes, rescued only by the final bell. If the fight had
continued, Joshua looked like he would
have been knocked out.
Additionally, Usyk won the International
Boxing Organization heavyweight title, but
the IBO title is seen as a minor world title,
as compared to the major titles of the WBA,
WBC, IBF and WBO.
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