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National Deputy Polyakov found dead in Kyiv taxi
by Roman Tymotsko

KYIV – Anton Polyakov, a National 
Deputy in Ukraine’s parliament, was 
found dead in a taxi in Kyiv on October 8, 
according to former speaker of the 
Verkhovna Rada Dmytro Razumkov.  He 
was 33 years old.

“People’s Deputy Anton Polyakov was 
found dead today. My condolences to his 
family and friends! I want to believe that 
the investigation will be objective,” Mr. 
Razumkov wrote on Facebook.

Law enforcement officials have not 
released the cause of Mr. Polyakov’s death, 
though they have not ruled out murder.  

“On the night of his death, the victim 
drank alcohol in one of the entertainment 
establishments in Kyiv with an acquain-
tance. After that, they got into this person’s 
car and drove around the city of Kyiv,” said 

Ivan Vyhivskyy, chief of police in Kyiv. An 
acquaintance then suggested that Mr. 
Polyakov go home, Mr. Vyhivskyy said.

“But because of domestic problems – a 
quarrel with his roommate – Mr. Polyakov 
did not want to go, and they drove for 
about an hour and a half on different 
streets in Kyiv. After that, an acquaintance 
got tired of talking to Mr. Polyakov, and he 
offered to have a taxi take him home,” Mr. 
Vyhivskyy said.

Mr. Polyakov then got into a taxi, which 
was stopped by the police for speeding. 
The taxi driver told the police he was driv-
ing Mr. Polyakov to a hospital, which was 
why he exceeded the speed limit, accord-
ing to Mr. Vyhivskyy.

“Upon checking the documents of the 
taxi driver, patrolmen saw Mr. Polyakov in 

by Mark Raczkiewycz

KYIV – The alleged mafia-linked mayor 
of Odesa, Hennadiy Trukhanov, was given 
five days by the High Anticorruption Court 
(HACC) on October 11 to post bail worth 
the equivalent of more than $1 million on 
one of three most recent criminal charges 
he now faces in the Black Sea port city.

He faces up to 12 years in prison related 
to allocating land for construction at inflat-
ed prices involving alleged kickbacks and 
money laundering in 2016-2019 worth a 
total of nearly $25 million.

Chief Prosecutor Iryna Venediktova had 
signed off on the charges on October 6. 
Those charges include two other counts 
related to involvement in organized crime 
and abuse of office.

Two days later, her office also pressed 
new charges of treason and terrorism 
financing in a separate high-profile case 
involving chief suspect Viktor Medvedchuk. 
The pro-Russian lawmaker with direct ties 
to the Kremlin is already under house 
arrest on a previous treason charge that a 
court had upheld in May.

Mr. Trukhanov, 56, has denied any 
wrongdoing and called the latest allega-
tions “speculations and assumptions,” while 
telling local journalists in Ukraine’s third-
largest city that he plans to appeal the case.

Fifteen other accomplices were charged 
on various counts in this case.

The Special Anticorruption Prosecutor’s 
office (SAP) also said it will appeal the rul-
ing from the bail hearing, as SAP officials 
asked for a higher bond of $4.5 million.

Regarding the charge of being a member 
of an organized crime organization, the 
mayor equated the National Anticorruption 
Bureau of Ukraine (NABU), which investi-
gated the case, with the mafia.

“Odesa survived the NKVD – it will sur-
vive the NABU, too,” he said in reference to 
the Stalin-era predecessor agency of the 
KGB.

If he doesn’t post bail, SAP can initiate 
another hearing in the matter to remand 
the city manager into custody.

Mr. Trukhavnov served as the mayor of 
Odesa since 2014 and had his own proper-
ty development interests. His detractors 
have accused him of treating the city as his 
local fiefdom, and local reporters and activ-
ists have faced threats and attacks when 
either reporting on or calling out alleged 
corruption schemes that pointed to the 
mayor’s office.

He was also a former member of parlia-
ment in 2012-2014.

Two earlier criminal cases in which Mr. 
Trukhanov is a suspect are still in pre-trial 
investigation and also relate to land embez-
zlement and for filing two false asset decla-
rations in 2015-2016 that didn’t list the 
equivalent of $1.9 million of holdings. Both 
will be heard by the HACC.

Mr. Trukhanov has denied these allega-
tions as well.

Italian law enforcement and investiga-
tive journalists have reported on the may-
or’s alleged mafia ties dating to the 1990s 
and they allege he is a citizen of Russia, 

Odesa mayor Trukhanov faces new criminal charges,  
accused of membership in organized crime and land theft

Talks focus on Russian hostilities,  
energy security and rule of law

(Continued on page 3)

by Mark Raczkiewycz

KYIV – The 23rd high-level political 
meeting between Ukraine and the 
European Union (EU) ended with three 
agreements for further integration into the 
27-nation member organization.

A joint statement in Kyiv on October 12 
highlighted the strides Ukraine has made 

toward aligning its laws and standards 
with those of the EU. It also for the first 
time clearly laid the blame on Russia, in 
unambiguous terms, for the ongoing war in 
the occupied parts of the Donbas.

“We stressed … Russia’s responsibility as 
a party to the conflict,” the joint statement 
by President Volodymyr Zelenskyy and 
European Commission President Ursula 
von der Leyen said. “We reiterated our call 
on Russia to immediately stop fueling the 
conflict by providing financial and military 
support to the armed formations it backs 
and to withdraw the Russian military 
troops and materiel at the eastern border 
of Ukraine and on the Crimean Peninsula.”

On the eve of the yearly summit, the EU 
sanctioned eight more individuals for their 
hostilities toward Ukraine. They target 
judges, prosecutors and security officials 
who enforce Russian law on Ukraine’s 
Crimean Peninsula, which was forcibly 
seized in 2014.

Since that year, the bloc has altogether 
frozen the assets of 185 individuals and 48 
entities and imposed travel bans to the EU.

The Ukrainian president noted that both 
sides “agreed to redouble their efforts to 
release about 450 Ukrainian citizens ille-
gally detained by Russia.”

Among the tangible outcomes of the 
summit was the signing of a Common 
Aviation Area, which will increase air ties 
and safety, and remove monopolies on 

EU-Ukraine summit yields tangible agreements on further  
integration, lays blame on Russia for ongoing war

(Continued on page 3)

Ukrainian Prime Minister Denys Shmyhal (seated at the center of the desk) signs a 
Common Aviation Area agreement with the European Union’s High Representative 
for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy Josep Borrell (left) and Slovenian Ambassador 

Tomaz Mencin in Kyiv on October 12 during the 23rd EU-Ukraine summit.

Office of the President of Ukraine

Anton Polyakov was found dead on 
October 8.

Facebook.com/anton.polyakov.98

(Continued on page 9)



No. 42THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY      SUNDAY, OCTOBER 17, 20212

Medvedchuk remains under house arrest

A Ukrainian court on October 12 
ordered pro-Russian lawmaker Viktor 
Medvedchuk to remain under house arrest 
until December after prosecutors broad-
ened their criminal investigation into his 
activities. Mr. Medvedchuk, who has been 
held under house arrest since May, was 
initially targeted with allegations of trea-
son in a case that has added to tensions 
between Moscow and Kyiv. Prosecutors 
announced last week that he is also 
accused of colluding to finance Russia-
backed separatist forces in the eastern 
Donbas region. They also asked a Kyiv 
court for Mr. Medvedchuk – who said the 
charges were trumped up to silence his 
criticism of government policy – to be 
taken into custody instead of house arrest 
or to post bail of 1 billion hryvnias ($38 
million). Mr. Medvedchuk is a Ukrainian 
citizen but has close ties with Russian 
President Vladimir Putin and has said Mr. 
Putin is godfather to his daughter. His 
political party is the second largest in par-
liament. The Pechersk District Court 
turned down the prosecutors’ request on 
October 12 and extended Mr. Medved-
chuk’s house arrest to December 7, forbid-
ding him to leave his place of residence. 
The Prosecutor General’s Office later said 
it would appeal the decision. On October 
8, Prosecutor General Iryna Venediktova 
accused Mr. Medvedchuk of conspiring 
with officials from former President Petro 
Poroshenko’s government to buy coal 
from mines located in separatist-held 
areas as a way to finance the separatists. 
Messrs. Poroshenko and Medvedchuk’s 
political parties dismissed the accusations, 
calling them an effort to divert attention 
from President Volodymyr Zelenskyy’s 
government’s own wrongdoing and fail-
ures. Mr. Zelenskyy defeated Mr. Poro-
shenko in the 2019 election to win the 
presidency. Fighting between Ukrainian 
government forces and the separatists in 
eastern Ukraine has killed more than 
13,200 people since April 2014. The con-
flict erupted after Moscow annexed 
Ukraine’s Crimea Peninsula in March 
2014. (RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service)

Bank chief fired after assault on journalists

Ukraine’s state-owned export-import 
bank has dismissed its chairman after a 
court ordered him to be put under night-
time house arrest while the authorities 
probe a confrontation with RFE/RL investi-
gative reporters last week. During an inter-
view on October 4 at Ukreksimbank’s Kyiv 
offices, CEO Yevhen Metsher and his 
spokesman ordered a security guard to 
seize the cameras and memory cards of 
two reporters of Schemes (Skhemy) – an 
investigative news project run by RFE/RL’s 
Ukrainian Service in cooperation with UA: 
Pershy television. Amid condemnation 
from top government officials, including 
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy’s office, Mr. 
Metsher and the two other bank employees 
were criminally charged in connection with 
the confrontation. On October 11, a Kyiv 
court ordered Mr. Metsher and the head of 
Ukreksimbank’s press service, Volodymyr 
Pikalov, to remain under house arrest 
between the hours of 10 p.m. and 6 a.m. 
every night. The bank’s supervisory board 
later issued a statement saying Mr. Metsher 
had formally initiated the “termination of 
fixed-term employment contract on his 
own initiative” and was subsequently dis-
missed. Ukreksimbank’s supervisory board 
previously apologized to the journalists 
and suspended Mr. Metsher after RFE/RL 
aired footage and audio of the incident. Mr. 
Metsher has apologized for what he 
described as an “overly emotional reaction 
and unrestrained behavior toward journal-
ists.” During the October 4 interview, 
Schemes sought commentary from Mr. 
Metsher about its investigation into a loan 
made by the bank. Mr. Metsher became 
defensive, and he and his spokesman 
ordered a security guard to seize the cam-
eras and memory cards of two Schemes 
reporters. The journalists were allowed to 
leave the office after the interview was 
apparently deleted from their memory 
cards. But Schemes’ technicians managed 
to retrieve video showing the entire con-
frontation. According to the findings of the 
Schemes investigation, Ukreksimbank lent 
$60 million to companies owned by a busi-

(Continued on page 10)

 NEWS ANALYSIS

by Andrew Nynka

WALTHAM, Mass. – As the Ukrainian 
National Association (UNA) approaches its 
40th quadrennial convention in May 2022, 
members of the organization are preparing 
for what will be a pivotal moment for the 
UNA, which adopted a new corporate gov-
ernance structure in January 2020 that 
replaced the organization’s Executive 
Committee with a new Corporate Board of 
Directors.

Delegates to the convention, which is the 
organization’s highest governing body, will 
meet during that gathering to elect the 
UNA’s next president/chief executive offi-
cer (CEO), a new Corporate Board of 
Directors, as well as members of the Audit 
Committee and the Fraternal Advisory 
Board. The newly-elected Board of 
Directors will then appoint a secretary/

chief operating officer (COO) and a treasur-
er/chief financial officer (CFO) by a majori-
ty vote during its first organizational meet-
ing after the convention.

The mailing deadline for applications to 
all of the open positions is October 31.

Members of the UNA’s Nominations 
Committee, which is responsible for, among 
other duties, vetting the qualifications of 
individuals who submit applications for the 
positions described above, say there has 
been significant interest in certain posi-
tions.

Roman Hirniak, who chairs the UNA’s 
Nominations Committee, said a number of 
candidates have submitted applications for 
seats on the organization’s new board.

“There has been a markedly strong 
interest in seats on the newly-formed 

by Vladimir Socor
Eurasia Daily Monitor

The Kremlin has published an open let-
ter to and about Ukraine, replete with 
insults and threats. An official public docu-
ment in such a style seemed inconceivable 
in contemporary international relations, 
but the Kremlin has turned the inconceiv-
able into fact with this letter. Published in 
the Moscow daily Kommersant (“Why It Is 
Senseless to Deal with the Current 
Ukrainian Leadership,” Kommersant, 
October 11) and amply rebroadcast by 
Russia’s media, the letter carries the byline 
of the Russian Security Council’s Deputy 
Chairman (and former president and prime 
minister) Dmitry Medvedev. However, 
hardly anyone in Ukraine, Russia or the 
West would doubt that President (and 
Security Council Chairman) Vladimir Putin 
is this letter’s actual author.

The Kremlin is targeting three main 
audiences with this epistle: Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy and his 
entourage, a spectrum of groups in 
Ukrainian society and those Western pow-
ers that are at this moment launching nego-
tiations to wind down the war between 
Russia and Ukraine on as yet uncertain 
terms (see below). The Kremlin’s open let-
ter aims to intimidate the Zelenskyy presi-
dency, draw wedges and awaken old 
resentments among various groups in 
Ukrainian society, and, by its threatening 
tone, underscore Russia’s superior strength 
ahead of the upcoming negotiations.

The letter opens with a threat, phrased in 
the form of a Ukrainian proverb: “When the 
goat tangles with the wolf, only the skin will 
remain of the goat.” The document makes 
no attempt to justify Russia’s actions in the 
Donbas and Crimea. Instead, it assails Mr. 
Zelenskyy and some of his associates (none 
named), portraying them as opportunists 
without national identity or allegiance.

“Ukraine’s leaders, particularly those at 
the top, cannot clearly define themselves … 
What country are they citizens of? Where 
are their roots? What is their historical alle-
giance? Their ethnic substance? What God 
are they praying to? Do they feel as real 
Ukrainians? As ‘Europeans’? As Russians? 

As Jews? As Tatars? As Hungarians? As 
Karaites? The current president, with his 
clear ethnic roots, a life-long Russian-
speaker who worked in Russia and earned 
big Russian money, has nevertheless fully 
reoriented himself, politically and morally, 
after becoming president, for fear of anoth-
er Maidan against his personal power. 
Basically, he has abandoned his own identi-
ty. He has become a devoted servant [sic] of 
Ukraine’s most fervent nationalist forces.” 
Along with them he glorifies “Bandera’s 
terrorists.” Comparing Mr. Zelenskyy with 
an “insane German Jew who would have 
volunteered for the SS,” the pseudonymous 
Mr. Medvedev claims that Mr. Zelenskyy is 
fearful of nationalists who might pin a yel-
low star on him. The president, therefore 
“acts as more of a nationalist than the most 
radical nationalists.”

That collective portrait draws inspira-
tion from the late-Stalinist image of “root-
less cosmopolitans.” This marks the first 
time that Mr. Putin’s Kremlin borrows that 
image, adjusting it to present-day Ukrainian 
circumstances in this case. The allusion to 
Mr. Zelenskyy’s inner circle is plain to see.

The letter rejects Mr. Zelenskyy’s quest 
to meet and make “peace” with Mr. Putin. 
The pseudonymous Mr. Medvedev adduces 
five pretexts for refusing to meet and talk 
with Mr. Zelenskyy:

1) This president is, willingly or unwill-
ingly, “playing to the most radical national-
ist forces in Ukraine” (see above). “Can we, 
in this situation, negotiate and make agree-
ments with him? No way.”

2) Current Ukrainian leaders depend on 
“foreign management” and “cash infusions” 
from the West, and they are controlled by 
“their American masters through the intel-
ligence agencies,” and help the United States 
to “contain Russia,” vainly hoping to join 
Western alliances. “Therefore, it makes no 
sense for us to deal with these vassals. We 
should deal with the suzerain [the U.S.].”

 3) “Ukrainian leaders are fragile, striv-
ing only to stuff their pockets and to keep 
the money offshore … and even to make 
money off the hated Russia.” Thus, “it is 
pointless to deal with such fragile charac-

UNA’s Nominations Committee provides update  
on search for candidates to executive positions

Putin’s brutal letter to Ukraine  
under Medvedev’s byline
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ters; they could betray [us] for a few pen-
nies any time.”

4) “Dealing with Ukraine’s current lead-
ers is senseless and even harmful, as they 
don’t keep their word … They sign the 
Minsk accords, make agreements in the 
Normandy format [Russia, Germany, 
France, Ukraine], but then – facing uproar 
in parliament or in the streets, or instruc-
tions from across the Ocean – they veer 
around and turn the agreement into its dia-
metrical opposite. They are constantly lying 
to us and to our [Western] counterparts. 
The problem is not just with a particular 
Ukrainian leader but with all Ukrainian 
negotiators. It means that negotiating with 
them is absolutely senseless.”

5) Russia will therefore “wait out until a 
more reasonable Ukrainian leadership 
emerges, one that does not go for total con-
frontation with Russia to the brink of war 
but aims instead for mutually advantageous 
relations with Russia. Such a Ukrainian lead-
ership would be worth dealing with. Russia 
can wait. We are a patient nation.” This sug-
gests that Mr. Putin would refuse to meet 
with Mr. Zelenskyy even if the latter accepts 
Mr. Putin’s demand to exclude the Donbas 
and Crimea from the meeting’s agenda.

One of Mr. Zelenskyy’s gaffe-prone 
advisers, suggested that Mr. Medvedev may 
not have had the authority to speak for Mr. 
Putin (Ukrinform, October 11). Kremlin 
spokesman Dmitry Peskov promptly 
responded that “Dmitry Anatolievich’s 
[Medvedev] publication is very important 
as it names a lot of things by their names … 
all fully in line with what has already been 
aired at various levels” (TASS, October 11).

The Kremlin’s demarche is closely timed 
to the resumption of two parallel interna-
tional negotiation processes concerning 
Russia’s de facto seizure of Ukraine’s 
Donbas. Both of these negotiation process-
es have long been inactive: U.S.-Russia and 

the Normandy format (Russia, Germany, 
France, Ukraine).

The Biden administration has initiated 
(practically solicited) bilateral negotiations 
with Russia on a comprehensive package of 
contentious strategic issues. Among these, 
Ukraine holds the top priority for Russia, 
but not for the Biden administration. The 
release of Mr. Medvedev’s letter on October 
11 greeted U.S. Undersecretary of State 
Victoria Nuland upon her arrival in 
Moscow on the same day with that package 
to negotiate.

Also on October 11, Mr. Putin, German 
Chancellor Angela Merkel,  French 
President Emmanuel Macron and Mr. 
Zelenskyy agreed by video-conferences to 
restart the deadlocked “Normandy” pro-
cess, with a sudden sense of urgency (TASS, 
Bundeskanz lerin.de, Elysée.fr, President.
gov.ua, October 11).

The Kremlin’s letter attempts to intimi-
date and bully Kyiv at the outset of those 
reactivated processes. It is also designed to 
show that Russia can treat Mr. Zelenskyy as 
a pariah. This treatment seems to be 
Russia’s new method for rejecting the bilat-
eral negotiations that Mr. Zelenskyy so 
eagerly seeks.

A “tête-à-tête” (in Mr. Zelenskyy’s 
words) with Mr. Putin could be a reckless 
adventure. Mr. Zelenskyy and his aide 
Andriy Yermak would almost certainly be 
easy prey to their counterparts, Mr. Putin 
and Dmitry Kozak, in a bilateral negotia-
tion. The Kremlin seems nevertheless 
determined to refuse a bilateral negotiation 
because it would expose Russia’s real role 
as a party to what this conflict really is: an 
inter-state conflict between Russia and 
Ukraine. A bilateral negotiation process 
with Ukraine could nullify Russia’s thesis 
about this conflict being internal to Ukraine 
and the pretense of Russia’s mediating role.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 2)

Putin’s...

flight routes with the overall goal of lifting 
restrictions between Ukrainian and EU air-
ports.

It should create a “level playing field and 
respect for the same rules,” Mr. Zelenskyy 
said, whose country’s official policy is to 
join the bloc as a full-fledged member. 
“These include flight safety, aviation securi-
ty, air traffic management, social harmoni-
zation and environmental protection.”

Further sectoral cooperation came with 
signing the Horizon Europe and Creative 
Europe agreements.

The former provides an impetus for 
Ukrainian “researchers to work at Europe’s 
highest levels,” Kyiv-based Concorde Capital 
said in a note to investors. “There have been 
49 separate beneficiaries in Ukraine thus 
far, and without signing Horizon Europe, 
access to Europe for Ukraine’s top scientists 
would have been impeded greatly.”

The third agreement relates to develop-
ing and promoting the “cultural and linguis-
tic diversity and preservation of European 
cultural heritage,” of which Ukraine is a part, 
Mr. Zelenskyy said afterward.

Leading up to the summit this year, Ms. 
Von der Leyen noted that cooperation also 
deepened “on raw materials, … cybersecu-
rity” and making the transition toward hav-
ing a more environmentally-friendly econo-
my known as the Green Deal.

In a separate statement following the 
meeting, she also praised Ukraine for 
“being among the first countries outside 
the EU to connect” to the bloc’s EU Digital 
COVID Certificate system.

Regarding the rule of law, which Ms. Von 
der Leyen said constitutes the “foundation” 
of EU-Ukraine “friendship,” the bloc will 
continue efforts to help Ukraine in this area.

She encouraged Kyiv to continue reform-
ing “the judiciary,” fight “corruption and 
curb the influence of oligarchs.”

Last month, an external independent 
auditor of EU finances stated that the bloc’s 
reform efforts since 2014 to help fight cor-
ruption and establish the rule of law in 
Ukraine have made little impact.

The EU is the largest donor to Ukraine, 
and along with its financial institutions, has 
mobilized more than 17 billion euros in 

grants and various loans since 2014. The 
U.S. is the second biggest donor, having pro-
vided nearly $2 billion in development 
assistance and $2.5 billion in security and 
defense aid since 2014, according to the 
U.S.-Ukraine strategic partnership.

Energy security in Ukraine and Europe 
as a whole was also discussed at the meet-
ing against the backdrop of skyrocketing 
natural-gas prices as the winter heating 
season approaches.

The joint statement “reaffirmed 
Ukraine’s role as a strategic transit country 
for gas and reiterated … support to contin-
ue gas transit via Ukraine [from Russia] 

beyond 2024,” when the country’s contract 
with Russia expires.

In particular, Mr. Zelenskyy mentioned 
Nord Stream 2 (NS2), an underground gas 
pipeline that connects Russia to Germany.  
Once it goes online, the pipeline will allow 
Russia to circumvent Ukraine with gas sup-
plies as the fuel transits to Germany.

NS2 “poses new challenges for Ukraine,” 
Mr. Zelenskyy said. “It is necessary to elabo-
rate a common long-term vision of 
Europe’s energy security.”

Officials in Kyiv have consistently 
stressed that once Ukraine is eliminated as 
a strategic gas transit country, it will be left 
more vulnerable to Russian military 
aggression.

The Ukrainian president also urged the 
EU to extend sanctions on Moscow, espe-
cially after this autumn’s elections to the 
Duma, Russia’s lower legislative chamber. 
Mr. Zelenskyy’s request comes in response 
to the ongoing practice of the Kremlin to 
issue passports to Ukrainians residing in 
Crimea and the occupied parts of the 
Luhansk and Donetsk regions.

More than 14,000 people have been 
killed in the eastern Ukrainian war ever 
since Moscow-backed armed formations 
covertly invaded the area in April 2014, 
leaving about 7 percent of Ukraine’s territo-
ry occupied.

“The need to strengthen the sanctions 
pressure is long overdue,” the Ukrainian 
president said. “The sanctions lists should 
include all those who took part in the orga-
nization and conduct of ‘elections to the 
State Duma of the Russian Federation in the 
occupied Crimea, the city of Sevastopol and 
in the temporarily occupied territories of 
Ukraine in Donbas.”

(Continued from page 1)

EU-Ukraine...

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy (center) poses for journalists with 
European Council President Charles Michel and European Commission President 

Ursula von der Leyen in Kyiv on October 12 during the 23rd EU-Ukraine summit.

Office of the President of Ukraine

which would violate Ukrainian law.
A national Italian police report from 

October 1998, titled “Ukrainian Organized 
Crime,” alleges that Mr. Trukhanov was a 
member of Oleksandr “Angert’s Gang” in 
Odesa.

The local mafia group allegedly “divert-
ed fuel sales from a reliably corrupt Odesa 
refinery, extorted local businessmen” and 
even arranged the murders of local ene-
mies and politicians.

Mr. Trukhanov is the “only visible lega-
cy” of that group, since it had apparently 
dissipated, according to a 2018 report by 
the Organized Crime and Corruption 
Project (OCCRP).

However, two separate leaks on the 
details of offshore accounts – known as the 
Panama and Paradise papers – where the 
super-rich and other individuals hide their 
money in secrecy, reveal the underworld 
ties that exist on paper.

The daughter of Mr. Angert, whom the 
BBC referred to as the “Don of Odessa,” is 
the registered owner of three luxury prop-
erties in London tied to the gang. In 2018, 
one penthouse had an estimated value of 
12.5 million pounds.

The Odesa gang was “extremely violent,” 
Italian state police Deputy Commissioner 
Nunzia Savino told the BBC three years ago.

The same report, citing the Italian police 
official, said that Mr. Trukhanov’s role in 
the gang was to train “members … in hand-
to-hand combat and sniper shooting with 
high precision weapons.”

According to his biography listed on the 
Odesa city government website, Mr. 
Trukhanov had served in the North 
Caucasus Military District of the USSR 
Armed Forces starting in 1986.

In the so-called Panama Papers, a copy 
of the mayor’s Russian passport features 
among the trove of documents derived 

from a Panamanian law firm.
“In that data, reporters found connec-

tions between the mayor and several com-
panies registered in the British Virgin 
Islands, an offshore tax haven. Most were 
involved in the construction business in … 
Kyiv and Odesa,” OCCRP reported.

Mr. Trukhanov used a Russian passport 
to register the companies, the report stat-
ed, citing the leaked documents.

The Russian Consulate General in Odesa 
subsequently said the mayor had “not 
acquired citizenship of the Russian 
Federation, and he is not a Russian citizen.”

Ukraine’s domestic spy agency, the 
Security Service of Ukraine (SBU), also said 
it found no proof of Russian citizenship in 
its investigation.

In the event Mr. Trukhanov is removed 
from office for the duration of the consider-
ation of the cases in court, the secretary of 
the City Council, Ihor Koval, will serve as 
acting mayor.

(Continued from page 1)

Odesa mayor...

Odesa Mayor Hennadiy Trukhanov 
speaks to journalists in the Black Sea 

port city on September 17. 

Facebook.com/gennadiytruhanov/
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In May 2022, the Ukrainian National Association (UNA) will hold its 40th qua-
drennial convention. That convention will mark a historic moment for the organiza-
tion, which in January 2020 adopted a new corporate governance structure. As part 
of that new structure, the UNA will have a new Corporate Board of Directors.

During that convention, delegates will meet to elect the UNA’s next president/
chief executive officer (CEO), as well as a new Corporate Board of Directors, an Audit 
Committee and a Fraternal Advisory Board.

The newly-elected Board of Directors will then appoint the UNA’s next secretary/
chief operating officer (COO) and a treasurer/chief financial officer (CFO) by a 
majority vote during its first organizational meeting after the convention.

We strongly urge any and all individuals who are interested in these positions to 
submit their applications by certified mail on or before the application deadline of 
October 31 (for more information about the application process, readers are encour-
aged to read the story on page 2 of this issue).

It is important to note that, while the UNA’s next CEO, COO and CFO will need to 
work full time in the organization’s home office in Parsippany, N.J., the remaining 
positions do not require individuals to be located in New Jersey, nor would individu-
als be required to leave their current jobs. What’s more, the UNA wants to attract 
candidates from a broader geographic swath of the country.

“Promoting the UNA’s products and services in a particular community is made 
significantly easier when we have direct contacts in that community, who are inti-
mately familiar with it. The farther those communities are from the … home office, 
the easier it is to appeal to folks therein to join us by assuring them that they do not 
need to uproot their families and move to the Garden State,” said Roman Hirniak, the 
chair of the UNA’s Nominations Committee.

We know that many Ukrainian Americans have led highly successful careers in 
various industries. Some have navigated to the very top of the world’s largest com-
panies by being exceptional leaders who have repeatedly demonstrated an ability to 
break down barriers while successfully managing people and finances. They know 
how to motivate and lead. They have achieved long-term organizational growth 
undeterred by challenges and setbacks. In fact, they are successful precisely because 
they understand that personal and professional growth are the result of unrelenting 
desire to tackle new challenges.

Founded in 1894, the UNA has served Ukrainians in North America and beyond 
for more than 127 years. This longevity is a testament to the UNA’s success and the 
immensely important role it has played for Ukraine and Ukrainians around the 
globe. But there is also tremendous room for growth. The organization is looking for 
collaborative and creative individuals who want to set before themselves the chal-
lenge of helping lead the Ukrainian National Association to new heights.

Or, as Mr. Hirniak put it, “To those individuals who have a vision and are ready to 
implement it, this [the UNA] is where you belong.

The Ukrainian Weekly

Thirty-five years ago, on October 23, 1986, Hungarian dissi-
dents issued a statement to mark the 30th anniversary of the 
1956 revolution in Hungary, which claimed the lives of some 
6,000 people and caused some 200,000 to flee the country.

Sixty-five years ago, the first blood was shed in Budapest by 
several of the thousands of workers and students who took to 

the streets to demand the Soviet withdrawal of troops and for free elections.
In 1986, there were no apparent signs of ceremony or remembrance at the place where 

it all began – the riverside statue of 19th century Hungarian poet Sandor Petofi, whose 
verse helped to inspire the uprising. There were reported to be six men in leather jackets 
who idled about near the monument in a show of intimidation by the authorities.

However, all of the Soviet efforts to stifle historical memory were unsuccessful in prevent-
ing Hungary’s underground opposition, joined by other Eastern European dissidents, who 
issued a public appeal to mark the anniversary. The document, dated October 18, 1986, and 
signed by 122 individuals, called for democracy, pluralism and the reunification of divided 
Europe. Signatories included 54 Hungarians, many unknown personalities, mostly workers 
and students, but also among them were Sandor Racz, who participated in the 1956 uprising.

Laszlo Rajk was Hungary’s most prominent dissident in 1986, and his father was 
among the highest-ranking Communists in post-war Hungary until he was killed during 
the Stalinist purges. Mr. Rajk remained among the strongest critics of Hungary’s govern-
ment, which at the time was led by Janos Kadar, whom Mr. Rajk identified as “an old man 
and a puppet.”

Growing unrest with the Communist government focused on the widening disparity 
between the rich and the poor and the mismatch of wages compared with the standard of 
living. Dissident groups in Hungary noted that punitive measures by the authorities were 
relatively mild in targeting the activities of the intelligentsia. During a police raid of one of 
the best known underground publications in Hungary, none of those involved was arrest-
ed, and the newspaper was not confiscated. Press laws included fines of $200, which 
posed a great difficulty for dissidents who could only work odd jobs because they were 
banned from their professions.

In 1956, Ukrainian Americans from Monterey, Calif., added their voices to protest the 
Soviet occupation of Hungary by issuing a letter to President Dwight Eisenhower, which 
recommended that the “United States undertake all possible measures to help Hungary 
and other enslaved nations in their fight for national independence.” In their letter, they 
also wrote, “This tragic experience with Soviet Russia may serve as a warning to freedom 
loving nations against the Russian imperialist menace.”

William Chopyk of Buffalo, N.Y., who represented the Ukrainian Congress Commit tee of 
America at an international conference in Geneva, in 1956 urged for a six-point plan that 

Oct.
23
1986

Turning the pages back...

by Marta Zielyk

When I heard, with great sadness, that 
U.S. Maj. Gen. Nicholas (Mykola) Krawciw 
passed away, I was immediately transported 
three decades back in time, when I got to 
know the general as a military officer, a 
member of Plast Ukrainian Scouting Orga-
niz ation and an ardent Ukrainian patriot.

By the time we began working together 
in the mid-1990s, he had retired from 
active duty but was asked by several U.S. 
secretaries of defense to be their advisor on 
Ukrainian issues, as well as the senior mili-
tary U.S. representative to Ukraine. Gen. 
Krawciw and I often found ourselves mem-
bers of the same delegation when high 
ranking Ukrainian military officers came to 
the U.S. at the invitation of our Department 
of Defense. As we traveled around the 
country showing our Ukrainian friends var-
ious U.S. military bases, I was amazed at 
how warmly Gen. Krawciw was welcomed 
at every one of those military installations. 
After a 30-year career, he seemed to know 
everyone, and they, in turn, all expressed 
their respect and admiration for him. This 
applied to his superiors, peers, as well as 
those who served under him.

On many occasions, I would see Gen. 
Krawciw linger behind after our delegation 
went in for dinner so he could speak with 
the young lieutenant or private who was 

acting as our driver that day. “Son,” he 
would ask with concern, “have you had 
your dinner yet?” He would routinely grab 
five or six bottles of cold water from the 
mess hall on hot days and distribute them 
to the young enlisted men and women who 
were our support staff, helping load lug-
gage or direct us to our living quarters. 
“You must be thirsty. Make sure you 
hydrate,” he would say. It made no differ-
ence that he was retired and had no com-
mand, they were all “his soldiers” and he 
felt it his duty to ensure their wellbeing.

In Ukraine, Gen. Krawciw was valued as 
a superb and seasoned military officer, but, 
more importantly, trusted as a Ukrainian 
American. Following independence in 
1991, the Ukrainian armed forces were one 
of the largest in Europe, yet they were woe-
fully underfunded and in desperate need of 
reform. The U.S. program to assist Ukraine 
in this monumental task was greatly aided 
by Gen. Krawciw’s presence. He had the 
ability, through the sheer force of his genu-
ine character and engaging personality, to 
foster a level of trust that allowed a benefi-
cial relationship to flourish between Kyiv 
and Washington.

His advice, based on personal experi-
ence of how the U.S. reformed its own 
Army after Vietnam, was especially com-
pelling to his Ukrainian brethren in arms. It 
was for all his efforts on behalf of Ukraine 
that, in July 1997, the Ukrainian Ministry of 
Defense awarded him a medal “for valor 
and dignity.” I can say, without a doubt, that 
Gen. Krawciw was the glue that held 
together the U.S.-Ukrainian military rela-
tionship, especially in those first few diffi-
cult years of independence.

On our many visits to Ukraine, we often 
left the urban environment of Kyiv or Lviv 
and traveled to Ukrainian military training 

Remembering U.S. Maj. Gen. Nicholas Krawciw

(Continued on page 12)

A call to serve our community

 COMMENTARY

Dear Editor:

It is fair to criticize Joe Biden or anyone 
else (so long as such criticisms are not 
based on half-truths and misrepresenta-
tions), but in his commentary [published in 
the October 10 issue of The Ukrainian 
Weekly], in which he offers to assess the 
implications of the last election “for Ukraine, 
the United States and the world,” Jaroslaw 
Martyniuk goes far beyond that.  He writes 
that in the last election Ukrainian Americans 
had two bad choices, and that, “Today, with 
the benefit of hindsight, it is evident that Mr. 
Biden was the inferior choice.”  That is, we 
should have voted for Donald Trump.

As we now know, Mr. Trump sought to 
destroy our American democracy by stag-
ing a coup détat and stealing the last elec-
tion.  He demanded that Georgia officials 
“find” him the 11,780 votes needed to over-
turn results in that state; on January 3 he 
sought to force the Justice Department to 
help him overturn the election; and then on 
January 6 he launched the insurrection, 
after having pressured Vice President Mike 
Pence to not certify the electoral college 
votes. Oh, yes, and there is the other small 
stuff like denying that COVID-19 was real 
and lying about its perils, costing us a half 
million lives and claiming that climate 

change is a hoax.
It is ironic, actually bitterly ironic, that, 

of all people, Ukrainian Americans should 
be among those to take such a cavalier atti-
tude toward the value and survival of our 
democracy. Agitating on behalf of Mr. 
Trump is far, far beyond the pale of sanity 
and rationality.

Bohdan Vitvitsky
Summit, N.J. 

Agitating for Mr. Trump 
is beyond the pale

 LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

GUIDELINES FOR LETTERS 
TO THE EDITOR

The Ukrainian Weekly welcomes letters 
to the editor that react to articles published 
on its pages. Opinions expressed by letter 
writers are their own and do not neces-
sarily reflect the opinions of either The 
Weekly editorial staff or its publisher, the 
Ukrainian National Association. 

Letters must be signed (anonymous let-
ters are not published) and the city from 
which they are sent will be published 
under the author’s name. However, the 
daytime phone number, e-mail address and 
complete mailing address of the letter-writ-
er must be given for verification purposes. 

THE LENgTH OF LETTERS CAN-
NOT ExCEED 250 WORDS. Letters may 
be edited or abridged. The Weekly reserves 
the right to edit for clarity, civility and 
accuracy. 

Letters should be sent to staff@
ukrweekly.com or to The Ukrainian 
Weekly, 2200 Route 10, P.O. Box 280, 
Parsippany, NJ 07054.

(Continued on page 8)

Marta Zielyk, a recently retired U.S. 
State Department civil servant, spent 25 
years working as the United States’ senior 
diplomatic interpreter for Ukrainian. Prior 
to that, she was an international broad-
caster working with the Ukrainian Service 
of Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty in New 
York, Washington and Munich, and with 
the Ukrainian Service of the Voice of 
America in Washington.
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Fifty years ago, on October 8, 1971, 
Prime Minister Pierre Elliot Trudeau stood 
up in the House of Commons and 
announced that multiculturalism was now 
an official government policy. He said that 
no single culture could define Canada and 
that the government accepted “the conten-
tion of other cultural communities that 
they, too, are essential elements in Canada.” 
The very next day he reiterated that 
announcement at the 10th Congress of the 
Ukrainian Canadian Committee (now 
Ukrainian Canadian Congress). Historian 
Dr. Bohdan Bociurkiw pointed out that 
Trudeau’s choice of venue “reflected the 
vanguard role played by the Ukrainian 
Canadian community in lobbying for 
Ottawa’s adoption of the policy.”

The Ukrainian Canadian community did 
indeed play a vanguard role in lobbying for 
the adoption of a multiculturalism policy. It 
was Paul Yuzyk, a Manitoba academic 
appointed to the Senate by Prime Minister 
John Diefenbaker in 1963, who first 
brought the idea of multiculturalism to the 
national forefront. Reacting to the creation 
of the Royal Commission on Bilingualism 
and Biculturalism, Yuzyk devoted his maid-
en speech to multiculturalism as an alter-
native to biculturalism.

Canada, he argued, was a nation of many 
cultures, not just English and French. First, 
he pointed out, the Indigenous people were 
here long before the French and English 
came. And since confederation, many other 
peoples were invited to come and settle the 
wilderness. The proportion of what he 
termed the “Third Element” had grown 
considerably.

“In reality Canada never was bicultural; 
the Indians and Eskimos have been with us 
throughout our history and the British 
group is multicultural – English, Scots, Irish, 
Welsh; and with the settling of other ethnic 
groups, which now make up almost one-
third of the population, Canada has become 
multicultural in fact. Furthermore, the pro-
jecting of the idea that Canada is bicultural 
not only excludes the non-British and non-
French groups, but denies the multicultural 
character of the British group, which can 
only lead to disunity. What we need is a 
firm basis of our nationhood which will 
unite all elements in our society,” he stated.

Yuzyk’s campaign to recognize Canada 
as a multicultural country did not end with 
his maiden speech. He embarked on a 
speaking tour through the country articu-
lating his vision. The high point came when 
he convened and chaired The Thinkers’ 
Conference on Cultural Rights, held in 
Toronto from December 13-15, 1968. It 
was the first time that most of the major 
ethnic groups of Canada came together 
under one roof in support of official multi-
culturalism. Other Ukrainian Canadians 
who promoted multiculturalism included 
Ontario Minister John Yaremko (the first 
Ontario Cabinet Minister of Ukrainian ori-
gin) and Member of Parliament Norman 
Cafik, who was to become secretary of state 
for multiculturalism in 1977.

Of course, Canada in the 1960s had a 
much different ethnocultural makeup than 
it does today. At that time the “Third 
Element” was overwhelmingly European in 

origin as the immigration policy of that 
time discriminated against non-Europeans. 
This was to change with the adoption of a 
new policy in 1967, which eliminated any 
discrimination based upon country of ori-
gin, but instead adopted a point system, 
based on things like language fluency, edu-
cation and job skills.

The result was to make Canada not only 
multicultural, but multi-racial and the mul-
ticulturalism policy was adapted to the 
changing times. An increasing emphasis 
was placed on race relations and combat-
ting discrimination, edging slowly away 
from the earlier focus on cultural retention. 
With the patriation of Canada’s Constitut-
ion in 1982, multiculturalism became 
enshrined in the Charter of Rights which 
became part of it. One of the individuals 
who played a pivotal role in getting this 
section included in the Charter was former 
President of the Ukrainian Canadian 
Professional and Business Federation 
Laurence Decore, who was then the chair of 
the Canadian Consultative Council on 
Multiculturalism. Decore went on to serve 
two terms as mayor of Edmonton, then 
leader of the Alberta Liberal Party.

In 1988, under Prime Minister Brian 
Mulroney, Canada passed the Multicul-
turalism Act (Bill C-93) which was aimed at 
promoting “the full and equitable participa-
tion of individuals and communities of all 
origins in the continuing evolution and 
shaping of all aspects of Canadian society.”

During the 1990s, federal multicultural-
ism policies and programs placed greater 
emphasis on eliminating barriers to eco-
nomic and social participation of immi-
grants and designated minority groups. 
Today, the government of Canada website 
describes the significance of multicultural-
ism as “ensuring that all citizens keep their 
identities, take pride in their ancestry and 
have a sense of belonging.” Among the ser-
vices and information it offers are the fol-
lowing: the Federal Anti-Racism Secretariat 
Canadian Multiculturalism Day; Black 
History Month; Asian Heritage Month; the 
Community Support, Multiculturalism and 
Anti-Racism Initiatives Program and an 
extensive section on Canada and the 
Holocaust (Perhaps a section on the Holo-
do mor would be in order).

But some of the greatest multicultural 

Celebrating 50 years of multiculturalism
The road to khabar. I love it. Reminds 

me of those old movies starring Bob Hope, 
Bing Crosby and Dorothy Lamour. 
Remember? Road to Morocco. Road to Rio. 
Good stuff.

Khabar in Ukrainian means bribe or 
payoff, activities which are very prevalent 
in Ukraine today. In 2012 Ernst & Young 
listed Ukraine alongside Colombia and 
Brazil as the three most corrupt nations of 
the world. By 2017 Ukraine had improved. 
Ernst & Young listed it as the ninth most 
corrupt in the world.

I first came across khabar many years 
ago right here in DeKalb, Ill., where I live. A 
representative of DeKalb AgResearch [now 
DeKalb Genetics Corporation], a leading 
hybrid corn seed producer, invited me to 
his home to have dinner with a business-
man from Ukraine who had indicated an 
interest in purchasing seed. All went well 
until the man from Ukraine asked me to 
inquire about his cut. “Your what?” I asked.

“My payoff for negotiating,” he 
answered, “for bringing closure to the deal 
in Ukraine, for making it happen.”

“You mean you want a percentage now 
even though the arrangements still need to 
be consummated? I don’t think that’s possi-
ble,” I replied.

The man from Ukraine gave me a 
strange look. “Just ask,” he said. I did and 
the answer was as I expected. Since DeKalb 
AgResearch was not willing to pay khabar, 
there was no deal. I was embarrassed. 
What’s going on, I wondered. Was this 
Ukrainian an exception? I learned soon 
enough that he wasn’t. Slowly and painfully, 
I discovered that this was the way things 
were done in independent Ukraine. Khabar 
had become a way of life.

It all began when Ukraine was a Soviet 
republic. In a 1978 article in The New York 
Times, Craig R. Whitney wrote that the 
Soviet Union is “a society of pervasive cor-
ruption, where officials embezzle hundreds 
of millions of dollars a year from state 
enterprises. … Today, corruption remains 
an inescapable fact of daily life throughout 
the Soviet Union.” Practically anything you 
wanted, from fixing a traffic ticket or buy-
ing a new Zhigulid without the usual wait 
period, to obtaining a permit to live in 
Moscow was available for the right price.”

Independent Ukraine’s first two presi-
dents had come up through the Soviet 
ranks. They were familiar with khabar. 
They practiced it and it benefitted them. 
Leonid Kravchuk is an example. His cam-
paign promise for the presidency was to 
make Ukraine “free, prosperous and cul-
tured.” Ukraine adopted a privatization 
decree in 1992. Some 12,000 companies 
were privatized in the next two years. It 
was a huge yard sale and the insiders bene-
fitted. Thus began the rise of the oligarchs.

President Leonid Kuchma’s time in 
office was hardly auspicious. Khabar 
remained in place. Oligarchs became rich. 
Election fraud was prominent. Opposition 
newspapers were shut down. Mr. Kuchma 
was re-elected but his tenure was marred 
by revelations of his complicity in the death 
of Heorhii Gongadze, a journalist increas-
ingly critical of the president’s governance. 
Ukrainians protested. “Ukraine Without 
Kuchma” became the rallying cry.

In the 2004 runoff election between 
Kuchma-supported candidate Viktor 
Yanukovych and Viktor Yushchenko – still 

suffering from a mysterious earlier Dioxin 
poisoning – Ukraine’s Central Election 
Commission gave the election to Mr. Yanu-
ko vych. It was obviously a stolen election. 
Ukrainians were outraged. They hit the 
streets wearing orange, Mr. Yushchenko’s 
campaign color. A youth group, “Pora,” gal-
vanized the protestors in what came to be 
called the Orange Revolution. The Supreme 
Court called for a second run-off and this 
time Mr. Yushchenko won by a large margin.

I had the honor of being part of the offi-
cial U.S. delegation to his inauguration.

President Yushchenko did much to pre-
serve Ukrainian democracy. He empha-
sized nation-building, the significance of a 
true Ukrainian identity and the sanctity of 
the Ukrainian language. The oligarchs did 
not go away, however. In 2006, Mr. 
Yushchenko presented Rinat Akhmetov 
and Ihor Kolomoisky with a state award 
recognizing their “meritorious service.” 
New oligarchs emerged. Constant feuding 
with Mr. Yushchenko’s Prime Minister Yulia 
Tymoshenko did not help. Nor did Ukraine 
move closer to Europe. Khabar survived.

In 2010, President Yushchenko was 
defeated by Mr. Yanukovych in a fair elec-
tion. The new president was tolerated until 
he signaled his support for closer ties with 
Moscow. A third revolution erupted. Shots 
were fired by snipers who were members 
of the special forces (Berkut) that support-
ed the Yanukovych regime. Some 100 pro-
testers were killed. President Yanukovych 
fled to Russia leaving behind his obscenely 
lavish presidential palace. Today those 
murdered are known as “the Heavenly 
Hundred.” Russian President Vladimir 
Putin invaded Crimea within weeks.

Petro Poroshenko was elected in 2014 
with almost 55 percent of the vote. During 
the next five years the Ukrainian army was 
modernized; budgets were decentralized, 
permitting more local construction of 
schools, hospitals, etc; despite the war, the 
economy improved and roads were paved 
and constructed; international financial 
support for Ukraine increased, including 
$2.5 billion from the U.S., 1.25 billion Euros 
from the EU, and $150 million each from 
Canada and Japan.

A significant achievement during Mr. 
Poroshenko’s tenure was the recognition of 
the independence of the Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church by Ecumenical Patriarch 
Bartholomew. 

The Poroshenko administration 
attempted to stem khabar. It failed. A 
crooked judiciary stood in the way. Today, 
Khabar remains unpunished.

President Poroshenko lost the 2019 
election to professional comedian Volody-
myr Zelenskyy who garnered 73 percent of 
the vote.

A judicial reform law was introduced by 
the new administration. The Supreme Court 
questioned its constitutionality on October 
8. On October 9, three members of an anti-
corruption panel selected by parliament 
failed to select a chairperson. How? They 
failed to show up. No presence. No vote.

Ukrainians still yearn for the rule of law, 
the end of blatant judicial malfeasance and 
political stability.

The road to khabar is smooth. The road 
back is not.

Myron Kuropas’s e-mail address is  
kuropas@comcast.net.

The road to khabar and back

by Marco Levytsky
AND WIDE

FROM FAR

Marco Levytsky may be contacted at 
ukrnews@shaw.ca.

Canadian Sen. Paul Yuzyk (center) and 
his wife, Mary, speaking with Canadian 
Prime Minister Pierre Elliott Trudeau 
(left), after he announced the policy of 
multiculturalism at the Ukrainian 
Canadian Congress, Winnipeg, October 

9, 1971.

(Continued on page 11)
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grounds and remote military installations. 
Like the good Plastun that he was, Gen. 
Krawciw was prepared for any eventuality. 
At a moment’s notice he could produce, 
among others, a compass, a pocketknife, 
matches (he didn’t smoke, of course; the 
matches were for lighting the cigarettes of 
his Ukrainian colleagues), rain gear, water-
proof pens, etc.

I remember a small but telling incident 
on a helicopter flight we took during a ses-
sion of the U.S.-Ukrainian Armed Forces 
bilateral working group in the Carpathian 
Mountains. We were flying to Lviv from the 
sports complex in Tysovets, where our ses-
sions were held. The head of the U.S. dele-
gation, an assistant secretary of defense, 
spotted something interesting from his 
window and asked if anyone had a map. 
Instantly, Gen. Krawciw reached into his 
pocket and produced a well-used map of 
Ukraine. He offered it to the assistant secre-
tary, as a gift. When the assistant secretary 
hesitated to take it, leaving the general 
without a map, Gen. Krawciw reached into 
another pocket and produced a second 
map, sheepishly saying that he always 
brings a backup. It would not have sur-
prised me one bit if he had maps of Ukraine 
stashed in all of his pockets, just in case.

It was during this same trip to the 
Carpathian Mountains that I saw the real 
depth of Gen. Krawciw’s feelings for 
Ukraine. Our host, the chief of the Ground 
Forces of Ukraine, himself a lieutenant gen-
eral, organized a dinner for us. As is the 
custom in Ukrainian military circles, the 
first three formal toasts are made by the 
heads of the delegations – first to the suc-
cess of the meetings, then to friendship 
between the two countries, and finally, to 

the ladies. With formalities over, other 
members of the delegation are invited to 
make toasts. Most of the subsequent toasts 
that evening were business related: we 
drank to future cooperation, to successful 
joint exercises, to the natural beauty of 
Ukraine, etc.

But that night in Lviv, quite uncharacter-
istically, Gen. Krawciw made a very person-
al toast. Although he was fluent in 
Ukrainian, he spoke in English in accor-
dance with diplomatic protocol and in def-
erence to his U.S. colleagues. I was inter-
preting for him into Ukrainian. He began 
with a dramatic account of his family’s war-
time experiences as refugees who fled 
before the advancing Soviet army and final-
ly settled in the U.S.

He raised his glass and said he would 
like to drink to Ukraine, the country of his 
birth, and to the United States, the country 
which welcomed him and his family, and 
was now giving him the opportunity to 
help the country of his birth. As I finished 
interpreting this and awaited more, I real-
ized he couldn’t go on. He was holding back 
tears and didn’t trust himself to speak. This 
seasoned military officer, who saw action 
during two tours in Vietnam, who was 
grievously injured in battle, was overcome 
with emotion. I, as the only other Ukrainian 
American in the room, completely under-
stood Gen. Krawciw’s profound twin feel-
ings of pride and gratitude. I tried hard to 
stay focused while my own eyes, too, filled 
with tears. In a smooth diplomatic move, 
our Ukrainian host stood up, raised his own 
glass, and thanked Gen. Krawciw for that 
moving toast. 

It was an unforgettable moment for all in 
that room, as we realized how much both 
sides owe Maj. Gen. Mykola Krawciw. 
Vichnaya pamyat to an officer, a gentleman 
and a true patriot of both the United States 
and Ukraine.

(Continued from page 6)

Remembering...
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the back seat. They asked what had hap-
pened to him. The taxi driver said that he 
was intoxicated with alcohol and he was 
sick,” Mr. Vyhivskyy said.

The police then called an ambulance and 
tried to help Mr. Polyakov. Emergency 
responders tried to resuscitate Mr. 
Polyakov, but they eventually pronounced 
him dead.

“Currently, the police are carrying out all 
the necessary priority investigative actions 
to establish the circumstances of the death 
of the People’s Deputy,” a police statement 
said. “The body of the deceased will be sent 
for forensic examination, which should 
establish the cause of death.”

The police are also investigating other 
possible causes of death, including a chron-
ic illness that could have led to his death or 
poisoning.

Interior Ministry spokesman Artem 
Shevchenko confirmed that, in addition to 
alcohol, methadone was found in Mr. 
Polyakov’s body.

“The forensic experts told the investiga-
tion that in the body of the deceased, in 
addition to a small dose of alcohol, there 
was a substance such as methadone,” Mr. 
Shevchenko said.

Methadone, a synthetic drug in the class 

of opioids, is similar to heroin, opium, 
codeine or morphine in its effects on the 
body. When used together with alcohol, 
methadone has a greater effect on the body, 
which also increases the risk of overdose 
and death.

“But what kind of methadone? When did 
it get into the body, and how could it direct-
ly affect the death of the victim? All of these 
questions will be answered after in-depth 
investigation,” Mr. Shevchenko said, adding 
that law enforcement is currently investi-
gating whether Mr. Polyakov took metha-
done or whether he was poisoned.

Law enforcement officials identified all 
of the persons with whom Mr. Polyakov 
was in contact on the night of his death.

Moreover, the taxi driver who picked Mr. 
Polyakov up changed his initial explanation, 
according to Mr. Shevchenko.

“We have an established witness, and he 
testified. ... The testimony he is now giving 
officially, under the protocol, differs from 
the statements he made immediately, dur-
ing the on-site communication with the 
police, who tried to resuscitate Mr. 
Polyakov,” Mr. Shevchenko said.

The taxi driver initially said he picked up 
his passenger by accident, but, in fact, he 
had been following the car in which Mr. 
Polyakov and his friends were driving for 
some time, Mr. Shevchenko said, adding 
that Mr. Polyakov was in contact with three 
people on the night of his death.

Police are now further investigating the 
taxi driver to “fully establish the place, role 
and sincerity of each of the three witness-
es,” Mr. Shevchenko said.

As of October 13, police have not identi-
fied a suspect in the case. The Ministry of 
Internal Affairs said that the first results of 
an investigation in the case of Mr. 
Polyakov’s death would come no sooner 
than next week.

Mr. Polyakov ran for a seat in the 
Verkhovna Rada as a member of the Servant 
of the People party from the Chernihiv 
region of Ukraine. On November 15, 2019, 
he was expelled from the party for voting 
violations and after conflicts with the lead-
ership of the party and the then head of the 
Presidential Office, Andriy Bohdan.

On December 16 of that year, Mr. 
Polyakov asked to leave the Servant of the 
People party because of “ideological and 
moral principles,” he said at the time.

He then joined the parliamentary group 
For the Future, which is associated with oli-
garch Ihor Kolomoisky. Mr. Polyakov also 
repeatedly alleged that members of the 
Servant of the People receive an additional 
illegal payment in cash for their work as 
national deputies in addition to a state sala-
ry, and that, in order to receive those pay-
ments, members of the party were expect-
ed to vote as they were instructed to by the 
party’s leadership.

Mr. Polyakov was among deputies who 

flooded the so-called “Anti-Kolomoisky” 
law with thousands of amendments. Mr. 
Polyakov filed 6,000 amendments by him-
self. The law was aimed to prohibit the 
return of state-owned Privatbank to Mr. 
Kolomoisky. After the law was approved, 
Mr. Polyakov sued Verkhovna Rada 
Chairman Dmytro Razumkov and Verkhov-
na Rada Finance Committee Chairman 
Danylo Hetmantsev over the law.

A funeral for Mr. Polyakov took place in 
Chernihiv, where a procession of hundreds 
of mourners walked from the Transfigur-
ation Cathedral to the Chernihiv city ceme-
tery Yatsevo.

Taras Batenko, co-chairman of the For 
the Future parliamentary group in the 
Verkhovna Rada, called on journalists to 
refrain from delving into Mr. Polyakov’s 
personal life.

“There are a lot of different insinuations 
about the personal life of the deceased, fan-
tasies that are now being inflated. I would 
ask you to refrain from these things because 
it is now difficult to pass on to his family, 
friends and comrades,” Mr. Batenko said.

“We call on the authorities to quickly, 
objectively and impartially investigate all 
the circumstances of the People’s Deputy’s 
death,” Mr. Batenko said in Chernihiv dur-
ing a conversation with the media near the 
regional philharmonic center, where a 
memorial ceremony honoring Mr. Polyakov 
took place.

(Continued from page 1)

National Deputy...

by Christine Syzonenko

WHIPPANY, N.J. – With last year’s 
festival being a hybrid affair, focused 
on food pick-up with some live-
streamed entertainment, the 12th 
annual festival at the Ukrainian 
American Cultural Center of New 
Jersey (UACCNJ) was back in full 
swing under blue, sunny skies on 
September 25. An abundance of 
delicious food, bountiful shopping 
opportunities and two stage shows 
with top-notch entertainment, ably 
emceed by Alexandra Zawadiwsky 
and Andrij Wowk, kept the crowd 
fully occupied.

Varenyky, borshch, holubtsi, 
shashlik and numerous other tasty 
foods were sold at the outdoor food 
court, while the bakery café on the 
other side of the building had its 
own steady stream of customers.  
The UACCNJ’s Hoverlia social club 
offered a full bar indoors and plenty 
of cold beer, Ukrainian and domes-
tic, with accordion music at the out-
door beer garden. 

Ukrainian American Cultural Center of New Jersey hosts 12th annual Ukrainian festival

Dancers from the Iskra and Tsvitka schools serve as a back-
ground for singers Zorian (left) and Roman Kovbasniuk.

Young dancers from Nadiya Dance School.

Young dancers from Tsvitka Ukrainian Dance  
Academy in their Hutsulka.

Dancers from Nadiya Adult Ensemble.

Iskra Ensemble in their finale Hopak.Duet Malvy, Uliana (left) and Kalyna Leshchuk
Emcees Alexandra Zawadiwsky and  

Andrij Wowk

Christine Syzonenko
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nessman with interests in parts of eastern 
Ukraine controlled by Moscow-backed sep-
aratists. The businessman has also paid 
millions of Ukrainian hryvnias in taxes to 
the separatists and put up as collateral for 
the loan a Kyiv shopping mall whose own-
ership is under dispute. (RFE/RL’s 
Ukrainian Service)

Countries agree on ministerial-level meeting

Germany says Chancellor Angela 
Merkel and French President Emmanuel 
Macron have discussed the ongoing con-
flict in eastern Ukraine with the presi-
dents of Ukraine and Russia, and agreed 
their foreign affairs ministers should 
meet. The German government said in a 
statement on October 11 that Ms. Merkel 
and Mr. Macron first had a phone call with 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy 
on the implementation of the Minsk agree-

ments aimed at putting an end to the 
fighting between Ukrainian government 
forces and Kremlin-backed separatists 
that has killed more than 13,200 since 
2014. The president’s office in Kyiv said 
the topic of the talks was a possible sum-
mit with Russian President Vladimir Putin 
in the so-called Normandy format in 
which Germany and France are mediating 
between Ukraine and Russia. The last such 
encounter between the leaders of Ukraine, 
Germany, France and Russia took place in 
December 2019 in Paris. A follow-up sum-
mit in Berlin, originally planned for last 
year, is still pending. The French and 
German leaders also spoke with Russian 
president, urging him to progress with the 
peace talks, according to the German gov-
ernment. “The interlocutors agreed to ask 
their foreign [affairs] ministers to meet 
soon to achieve this,” the statement said. 
According to the Kremlin, it was agreed 
during the discussion to further examine 
the preconditions for a summit of the 
Normandy format. The talks came ahead 

of an EU-Ukraine summit in Kyiv on 
October 12 during which Mr. Zelenskyy 
hosted European Commission President 
Ursula von der Leyen and European 
Council Charles Michel along with other 
EU officials. (RFE/RL, based on reporting 
by Reuters, dpa, and RFE/RL’s Ukrainian 
Service)
EU adds eight to sanctions list

The European Council has announced 
sanctions against eight individuals who 
are “responsible for enforcing Russian 
law” in occupied Crimea in a move that 
comes as senior EU officials travel to Kyiv 
for a major EU-Ukraine summit. The addi-
tions bring the total number of individuals 
hit with punishments over Russia’s occu-
pation of Ukraine’s Crimean Peninsula to 
185, along with 48 companies or other 
legal entities. It said the eight, who will be 

publicly named later in an official journal, 
include “judges, prosecutors and security 
officers.” “Those individuals have taken 
biased decisions in politically-motivated 
cases, and prosecuted or oppressed oppo-
nents of the illegal annexation of Crimea 
and Sevastopol,” the council said in a state-
ment. There have been multiple rounds of 
EU and other Western sanctions since 
March 2014, when Russia held a widely 
criticized referendum in occupied Crimea 
and quickly annexed it. The European 
Council stressed its consistent stance that 
it does not recognize Russia’s annexation 
of Crimea, which is still regarded by over-
whelming U.N. vote to be Ukrainian terri-
tory. Rights watchdogs have accused 
Russia and its occupation authorities of a 
massive crackdown on opponents of 

(Continued on page 11)
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SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK 
COUNTY OF ULSTER                                                   
KEYBANK NATIONAL ASSOCIATION,

Plaintiff,

-vs-

 LYNDA LUKEY A/K/A LYNDA LUKIV A/K/A LUKEY DENYSENKO; 
UNKNOWN HEIRS OF THE ESTATE OF WLADIMIR DENYSENKO A/K/A 
JUAN WLADIMIR DENYSENKO; UNITED STATES OF AMERICA O/B/O 
INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE; NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF 
TAXATION AND FINANCE; THE BOARD OF MANAGERS OF ZOLOTA OSIN 
CONDOMINIUM; ZEN CHRISTOPHER LUKEY DENYSENKO; MARIA OLENA 
DENYSENKO; TETIANA DENYSENKO; LARYSSA DENYSENKO; IWAN-YURI 
DENYSENKO; DEMIAN DENYSENKO; ADRIANNA DENYSENKO;

                             Defendants.                                   

Mortgaged Premises:   26 ZOLOTA OSIN ROAD
     KERHONKSON, NY 12446
     A/K/A
     26 ZOLOTA OSIN
     KERHONKSON, NY 12446 

TO THE ABOVE NAMED DEFENDANT(S):

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to answer the Complaint in the above 
entitled action and to serve a copy of your Answer on the plaintiff ’s attorney within 
twenty (20) days of the service of this Summons, exclusive of the day of service, 
or within thirty (30) days after service of the same is complete where service is 
made in any manner other than by personal delivery within the State.  The United 
States of America, if designated as a defendant in this action, may answer or appear 
within sixty (60) days of service. Your failure to appear or to answer will result in a 
judgment against you by default for the relief demanded in the Complaint. In the 
event that a deficiency balance remains from the sale proceeds, a judgment may 
be entered against you, unless the Defendant obtained a bankruptcy discharge and 
such other or further relief as may be just and equitable.

NOTICE
YOU ARE IN DANGER OF LOSING YOUR HOME

If you do not respond to this summons and complaint by serving a copy of 
the answer on the attorney for the mortgage company who filed this foreclosure 
proceeding against you and filing an answer with the court, a default judgment 
may be entered and you can lose your home.

Speak to an attorney or go to the court where your case is pending for further 
information on how to answer the summons and protect your property.

Sending a payment to your mortgage company will not stop this foreclosure 
action.

YOU MUST RESPOND BY SERVING A COPY OF THE ANSWER ON THE 
ATTORNEY FOR THE PLAINTIFF (MORTGAGE COMPANY) AND FILING 
THE ANSWER WITH THE COURT.

ULSTER County is designated as the place of trial. The basis of venue is the 
location of the mortgaged premises.

Dated: September 20, 2021

VICTOR SPINELLI, ESQ.
FEIN, SUCH & CRANE, LLP
Attorneys for Plaintiff
1400 OLD COUNTRY ROAD STE C103 
WESTBURY, NY 11590
Telephone No. 516/394-6921 
FKNY171

SUPPLEMENTAL SUMMONS
Index No. EF2018-3161

KULINSKI MEMORIALS
809 SOUTH MAIN STREET • MANVILLE, NJ 08835

• Serving Ukrainian families for over 60 years
• Over 40 granite colors to choose from
• Custom etchings
• House appointments available
• Serving the tri-state area
• 5 minutes from St. Andrew Ukrainian Cemetery  
   in South Bound Brook, NJ

Tel. 800-458-5467  •  908-722-3130  •  Fax 908-253-0027
KulinskiMemorials@msn.com  •  KulinskiMemorials.com
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Russian rule in Crimea – including from 
the Crimean Tatar community. Kyiv has 
battled Moscow-backed separatists in 
other parts of eastern Ukraine ever since 
in a low-intensity war that has killed more 
than 13,200 people since 2014. EU for-
eign-policy chief Josep Borrell told RFE/
RL’s Ukrainian Service on the eve of the 
October 12 EU-Ukraine summit that the 
bloc and its partners would “continue to 
speak up and hold the Russian govern-

ment accountable when violating interna-
tional law and failing to adhere to its inter-
national obligations and commitments.” 
He warned that Brussels expected Russia’s 
leadership to show “a more constructive 
engagement and political commitment 
and stop action against the EU and its 
member states, as well as against third 
countries.” “We remain firm in our com-
mitments to strengthening the interna-
tional rules-based order,” he said. Russia 
has denied despite overwhelming evi-
dence of the presence of Russian troops 
that it is a party to the fighting in eastern 
Ukraine. (RFE/RL)

(Continued from page 10)
NEWSBRIEFS

Nick (“Hoko”) was a graduate of the U.S. Military Academy at West 
Point, a Vietnam War veteran, commanding general of the 3rd Infantry 
Division, Director of NATO policy in the office of the Secretary of Defense,
and, after Ukraine’s renewed independence in 1991, the Pentagon’s 
senior military representative to Ukraine, where he worked to reorganize,
educate and restructure the Ukrainian military along Western lines. 
Among his many awards was the Silver Star, the Distinguished Flying Cross, 
the Army Distinguished Service Medal and the Purple Heart. He was a 
member of the Ukrainian Scout group “Lisovi Chorty”.

He is survived by:
his wife of 63 years Chrystyna née Kwasowska
daughter  - Maria Oleksandra with husband Matt Levin
son  - Andrew with wife Samantha and sons Elijah, Benjamin 

     and Daniel
son  - Paul with wife Kristin and children Annika and Nicholas 
sister  - M. Dzwenyslawa Jawny with children Olha Sochan 

     with husband Oleh and son Nestor, son Roman with 
     wife Yaroslava, daughter Lada Gawdiak with husband 
     Yuri and sons Lev and Zakhar, and late daughter 
     Tatiana’s husband Keith Otto with sons Kyle, Jack and
      Maximillian

brother  - Yurij with wife Oksana and daughters Olena and Natalia
     Dykyj with husband Roman and children Tessa and 
     Markian

cousins - Tanya Krawciw
  - Zhdana Krawciw Skalska with husband Ihor Kiebuzinski

     and sons Sviatoslav, Boris and Roman
The Holovatsky, Hirny, Demchyshyn, Nyzhnykevych,  Berezovsky, 

     Bohachevsky and Kosiv families in the United States and Ukraine.
Gen. Krawciw’s funeral will be held on November 18, 2021, at 1:30 pm 

at the Military Academy at West Point.
In lieu of flowers, contributions can be made to the Wounded Warrior 

Project via the Internet, or by mail to P.O. Box 758516, Topeka, Kansas 66675, 
or to support the scouting organization Plast in Ukraine at Plast 

Conference Inc./Charity Navigator via the Internet, or by mail to Plast 
Conference Inc. c/o Bohdan S. Sawycky, 297 Clarksville Rd., West 
Windsor, N.J. 08550

With great sadness we announce 
the passing on September 29, 2021, 

of our dear husband, father, 
grandfather, brother, uncle and cousin

Major-general (ret.) 

Nicholas Krawciw
born in Lviv in 1935With deep sorrow we announce that 

Maria Cenko Wedmid 
of Somerset, New Jersey, passed away 
peacefully on October 2, 2021, age 95. Maria 
was born on October 27, 1925 to Gregory and 

Kathryn Cenko in the village of Nyzhnie Synovydne, in 
the foothills of the Carpathian mountains of Ukraine 
that was occupied by Poland at the time.

At age 15, she was taken from her family by train to Germany as a forced 
laborer and worked on a dairy farm near Constance. After the end of World War 
II, she was forcibly repatriated to the Soviet Union, but bravely jumped o�  the 
slow-moving train and walked and hitchhiked back to her farm in Germany. 
The others who stayed on the train were sent to Siberia. In Germany she met 
and married John Wedmid, a Ukrainian displaced person, and they had a son. 
They located her uncle Wasyl Cenko in New Jersey and were sponsored as 
immigrants to the United States. They � rst settled in Jersey City, where their 
daughter was born, but later the family moved to Freehold, where Maria 
helped her husband found the business called Howell Millwork. They were 
active in the church community at St. Andrew Memorial Ukrainian Orthodox 
Church in South Bound Brook. After she was widowed, Maria moved in 1989 
to Ukrainian Village in Somerset. She became active in the Sisterhood of St. 
Andrew Memorial Church and volunteered weekly for decades baking and 
preparing food for church events and funeral lunches. She was known for 
her strength of character and work ethic, as well as for her green thumb. She 
loved growing vegetables and � owers. She had a deep faith and spiritual life.

Mrs. Wedmid was predeceased by her husband, John, in 1982. She is survived 
by her son, Yuri Wedmid, and his wife Nina of Bridgewater; her daughter 
Rosalie Wedmid Norair, and husband Richard Norair of Potomac, Maryland; 
her grandchildren, Drs. Alexei and Myra Wedmid of Princeton, Anatole and 
Rebecca Wedmid of Cranford, Tania and Yura Pylyp of Bernardsville, John and 
Antonina Norair of San Francisco, California, and Christina and Kent Johnson 
of San Mateo, California; ten great-grandchildren; her sister Rosalia Renylo, as 
well as nieces and extended family in Ukraine.

Visitation and funeral liturgy was held 10:00 a.m. Saturday, October 9, at 
St. Andrew Memorial Ukrainian Orthodox Church, South Bound Brook. Burial 
will be at St. Andrew Cemetery. In lieu of � owers, memorial contributions 
may be made to the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA, P.O. Box 495, 
South Bound Brook, NJ 08880, or to the Ukrainian Historical and Educational 
Center of New Jersey, 130 Davidson Avenue, Somerset, New Jersey 08873.  
Arrangements were with Hagan-Chamberlain Funeral Home, Bound Brook. 

Вічная пам’ять! May her memory be eternal!

achievements have been initiated at pro-
vincial levels, particularly in the field of 
education. Once again Ukrainian Canadians 
led the way. In 1974 the Ukrainian Bilingual 
Program, which provides students with an 
opportunity to immerse themselves in 
Ukrainian language and culture was estab-
lished in Alberta. Programs in other lan-
guages, such as Polish, Spanish, Hebrew, 
Arabic, German and Chinese soon followed. 
Ukrainian bilingual programs have since 
been established in Saskatchewan and 
Manitoba, while in Ontario students at 
Toronto Catholic District School Board’s 
Eastern Rite schools, such as St. Josaphat, 
St. Demetrius and Josyf Cardinal Slipyj, 
spent a portion of each day learning their 
Ukrainian language, culture and Eastern 
Rite religious traditions. We have the 
Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Studies at 
the University of Alberta, the Centre for 
Ukrainian Canadian Studies at the 
University of Manitoba and the Chair of 

Ukrainian Studies at the University of 
Toronto. Nine provinces have now passed 
multiculturalism acts with the 10th, 
Quebec, opting instead for a policy of 
“interculturalism” where diversity is 
strongly encouraged, but only within the 
framework that establishes French as the 
public language.

Much has changed over the past 50 
years. Many cultural activities once consid-
ered to be limited to specific ethnic groups 
have become part of mainstream Canadian 
culture. Take Ukrainian dance for example. 
Hundreds of Ukrainian dance groups prolif-
erate across Canada, particularly in the 
west. The three resident groups at the 
Alberta government owned and operated 
Northern Alberta Jubilee Auditorium are 
the Edmonton Opera, the Alberta Ballet 
and the Ukrainian Shumka Dancers. The 
ethnocultural mosaic of Canada itself has 
evolved to reflect a global reality. But what 
remains constant is the recognition of cul-
tural diversity as an essential element of 
the Canadian identity. That’s what makes 
our country so unique and for that we have 
Sen. Paul Yuzyk to thank.

(Continued from page 7)

Celebrating...

Corporate Board of Directors, and our com-
mittee will have its work cut out for it in 
vetting what looks to be a pool of highly 
qualified candidates,” Mr. Hirniak said.

But to date there has been less interest 
in other roles.

“The responses to some of the other 
leadership positions has been somewhat 
more lukewarm, but we understand that 
application packages are being completed 
and we’re confident that a similarly robust 
interest in those roles exists,” Mr. Hirniak 
said. “Notwithstanding, each of my col-
leagues on the committee and I have our 
own ‘Rolodex’ of individuals who we 
believe exceed the qualifications for the 
open leadership positions and I know that 
we have all been contacting those individu-
als with encouragement to submit applica-
tion packages.”

While the UNA’s next CEO, COO and CFO 
need to work full time in the organization’s 
home office in Parsippany, N.J., Mr. Hirniak 
added that many of the other positions do 
not require people to leave their current 
jobs.  What’s more, the Nominations 
Committee has said that it aims to attract 
candidates from a broader geographic 
swath of the country.

“The UNA will benefit tremendously 
from guidance which originates outside of 
the New York metro area,” Mr. Hirniak said.  

“Promoting the UNA’s products and servic-
es in a particular community is made sig-
nificantly easier when we have direct con-
tacts in that community, who are intimately 
familiar with it.  The farther those commu-
nities are from the … home office, the easier 
it is to appeal to folks therein to join us by 
assuring them that they do not need to 
uproot their families and move to the 
Garden State.”

Founded in 1894, the UNA is a modern 
fraternal society that provides a variety of 
high-quality life insurance and annuity 
products, as well as Individual Retirement 
Accounts (IRAs) and a Coverdell Education 
Savings Account.

“Our organization has placed itself on 
the road to modernize and increase effi-
ciency, with regard to how we do almost 
everything,” Mr. Hirniak said.  “To those 
individuals who have a vision and are ready 
to implement it, this [the UNA] is where 
you belong.”

All applicants must be UNA members in 
good standing. A full profile of the positions 
noted above and instructions for applying 
can be found on the UNA’s website at the 
following address: https://unainc.org/
una/leadership-position-openings/. 

Completed application forms and copies 
of applicants’ detailed resumes must be 
sent via certified mail on or before October 
31 to the following address: Ukrainian 
National Association, Inc., Attn: UNA 
President Stefan Kaczaraj, 2200 Route 10, 
P.O. Box 280, Parsippany, N.J. 07054.

(Continued from page 2)

UNA’s Nominations...
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UNWLA hosts an evening with Virlana Tkacz on Yara’s Three Forest Songs
by Lesia Rakowsky and Lydia 

Piaseckyj

NEW YORK – The Ukrainian National 
Women’s League of America, Branch 113 
located in New York City, hosted a virtual 
meeting with Virlana Tkacz, founding 
director of the Yara Arts Group at the La 
MaMa Experimental Theater. The event, 
part of the celebration of the 150th anni-
versary of Lesia Ukrainka’s birthday, was 
dedicated to three new interpretations of 
“The Forest Song” by the Yara Arts 
ensemble under the direction of Ms. 
Tkacz.

Orysia Stryzak, president of Branch 113, 
introduced Ms. Tkacz and related how 
Lesia Ukrainka’s text was rendered into 
“Yara’s Forest Song.”

In 1993, Ms. Tkacz, together with Wanda 
Phipps, translated “The Forest Song” from 
Ukrainian into English and received the 
National Theater Translation Fund Award 
of the Year.

Using the translation, Ms. Tkacz created 
several theater pieces based on this drama. 
First presented were the creative work-

shops at La MaMa and at Bucknell Univer-
sity. Then, a bilingual play “Yara’s Forest 
Song” was staged at the Les Kurbas Theater 
in Lviv, and at La MaMa in New York 
(1994).

Almost 20 years later, Ms. Tkacz created 
an immersive version of “The Forest Song” 
called “Fire Water Night.” These unique 
interpretations by the Yara Arts Group 
were very successful and well received by 
theater critics.

Ms. Tkacz illustrated her presentation 
with many photos, interesting videos and 
music from live performances.

Responding to questions, Ms. Tkacz 
confirmed that the audience reaction, both 
in Lviv and New York, was very positive. 
She mentioned that she is fascinated by 
works of classical Ukrainian literature, for 
example those of Lesia Ukrainka because 
“the text is timeless and can have many 
interpretations,” Ms. Tkacz said.

For example, her protagonist Mavka and 
the other fairy creatures appear in the cold, 
sterile landscape of New York City sky-
scrapers, instead of the lush, green forests 
of Volyn, Ukraine.

Branch 113 and the audience who gath-
ered on May 13 enjoyed meeting Ms. Tkacz. 
They were reminded of the beauty of Lesia 
Ukrainka’s original work, “The Forest 

Song,” and its relevance to eternal themes: 
the mystery of love, and tragedy of betrayal 
of oneself and the consequences of modern 
alienation from nature.

Members of the Yara Arts ensemble under the direction of Virlana Tkacz are seen 
during performances of three new interpretations of “The Forest Song” by Lesia 

Ukrainka.

Courtesy of UNWLA, Branch 113

would shift U.S. policy from “peaceful coex-
istence” to a large-scale program of “peace-
ful liberation.” Mr. Chopyk proposed that if 
the U.S. were to provide support for the 
national independence of at least one 
Soviet-enslaved nation, others would fol-
low successfully and would aid each other 
to gain independence. “If this is not carried 
out and the Soviets regain everything they 
have lost, the finale of these uprisings will 
be the mass action of the Soviet secret 
police in resorting to a greater wave of ter-
ror and the banishment of thousands to the 
1,830 concentration camps still existing in 
Siberia,” Mr. Chopyk warned.

Sources: “Hungary’s dissidents issue state-
ment on anniversary of 1956 revolution,” 
The Ukrainian Weekly, November 2, 1986; 
“Monterey Ukrainians protest on Russia in 
Hungary,” and “Plan of operation is outlined 
to aid fighters for freedom,” The Ukrainian 
Weekly, November 10, 1956.

(Continued from page 6)

Turning...
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PA R S I P PA N Y,  N . J .  –  A n d r i y 
Yarmolenko’s early goal in the 15th min-
ute against Bosnia and Herzegovina on 
October 12 in Lviv gave Ukraine’s national 
team hope that it would advance in the 
European qualifiers of the FIFA World Cup 
2022. Yarmolenko was set up for the goal 
by Viktor Tsygankov’s free kick in the 13th 
minute, and Tsygankov is credited with an 
assist on the goal. But Bosnia’s Anel 
Ahmedhodzic’s goal in the 77th minute, 
off an assist by Miroslav Stepanovic, made 
it 1-1 for the final score.

Ukraine’s first win of the group stage 
came on October 9 in Helsinki against 
Finland. Yarmolenko found the back of the 
net in the fourth minute, and Finland’s 
Teemu Pukki equalized in the 29th minute. 
Roman Yaremchuk sealed the win for 
Ukraine with a goal in the 34th minute.

Ukraine’s matches in this competition 
have mostly played to a draw, with a 2-2 

draw with Kazakhstan on September 1 in 
Nur-Sultan and a 1-1 tie with France on 
September 4 in Kyiv.

Against Kazakhstan, Yaremchuk opened 
the scoring for Ukraine in the second minute 
of play, and Kazakhstan’s Ruslan Valiullin 
leveled in the 74th minute. Danylo Sikan 
retook the lead for Ukraine at 90+3 min-
utes of added stoppage time, but Valiullin 
managed to equalize at 90+6 minutes.

Nicholas Shaparenko scored the opening 
goal against France in the 44th minute, but 
Anthony Martial equalized in the 50th min-
ute.

“I want to thank my players for their per-
formance and this draw,” said Oleksandr 
Petrakov, Ukraine’s men’s national team 
interim coach. “It means we still have 
chances. After [the draw in] Kazakhstan we 
talked with our players. I’m very grateful to 
players l ike [Andriy] Pyatov and 
Yarmolenko who supported me. My dream 

is to qualify from this group. Otherwise it 
will not be interesting.”

“We knew France would have more pos-
session and we would need to wait for our 
chance.” Yarmolenko told Futbol 1. “It’s 
impossible to play possession-based foot-
ball against such opponents. All our guys 
fought until the end. We need to win our 
next game to stay in contention.”

Ukraine is in second place of Group D 
after seven matches played (one win and 
six draws, with 9 points). France (12 
points) tops the group, followed by Finland 
in third place (8 points), Bosnia and 
Herzegovina is in fourth place (7 points) 
and Kazakhstan is in fifth place with 3 
points. Ukraine plays its second-leg match 
against Bosnia and Herzegovina on 
November 16 in Zenica, Bosnia and 
Herzegovina. Ukraine will likely advance to 
the playoff round if it finishes the group 
stage in second place, with the opponent to 
be determined based on a combination of 
results from the European qualifiers and 
the 2021 UEFA Nations League.

In the player stats, Anatolii Trubin (goal-
keeper) is tied with Germany’s Bernd Leno 
(also a goalkeeper) with 100 percent pass-
ing accuracy. Yaremchuk leads Ukraine’s 
squad on goals with four, followed by 
Yarmolenko with two goals.

Ukraine’s men’s team played to a 1-1 
draw against the Czech Republic in an 
international friendly match on September 
8 in Plzen, the Czech Republic. Viktor 
Kornienko scored the opening goal in the 
27th minute, but Matej Vydra equalized for 
the Czechs in the 93rd minute.

UEFA Champions League and 
Europa Conference League

Dynamo Kyiv is in third place in Group E 
of the UEFA Champions League, with no 
wins, one draw and one loss after two 
matches played. Dynamo tied 0-0 with 
Benefica in Kyiv on September 14, lost 0-5 
against Bayern Munich on September 29 in 
Munich, and Dynamo is scheduled to play 
against Barcelona on October 20 (away) 
and on November 2 against Barcelona (in 
Kyiv), and Dynamo plays against Bayern at 
home on November 23 and against 
Benefica in Lisbon on December 8. 
Shakhtar Donetsk is in fourth place in 
Group D with no wins, one draw and one 
loss. Shakhtar lost 0-2 against Sheriff 

Roman Yaremchuk (No. 9) keeps the ball away from Amir Hadziahmetovic (No. 18) 
during Ukraine’s World Cup qualifier match against Bosnia and Herzegovina on 

October 12 in Lviv.

Ukrainian Association of Football/Pavlo Kubanov

Ukraine draws 1-1 with Bosnia and Herzegovina in Lviv

(Continued on page 15)
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October 20 Webinar with Kateryna Iakovienko, “Ukrainian 
Online Contemporary Art After 2014,” Harvard University,  
 www.huri.harvard.edu or 617-495-4053

October 21 Roundtable, “Ukraine’s Quest for Mature Nation Statehood 
Washington Roundtable XXII: Forging A Strong Yet Forbearing National 
 Identity – Past Endeavors,” Center for U.S.-Ukraine Relations, 
 University Club, 917-476-1221 or waz2102@columbia.edu

October 23 2021 Gala, Ukrainian Institute of America, 
Online/New York www.ukrainianinstitute.org

October 23 Film screening and discussion, “Amulet of the Kingdom,” 
Chicago Ukrainian National Museum, 312-421-8020 or
 www.ukrainiannationalmuseum.org

October 24 Film screening and discussion, “Baba Babee Skazala” by 
Online Matej Silecky, St. Vladimir Institute, 
 https://www.stvladimir.ca/calendar/baba-babee-skazala

October 26 Fundraiser, with keynote speaker Myroslav Marynovych, 
Tiburon, CA Ukrainian Catholic University Foundation, Tiburon Yacht 
 Club, www.ucef.org

October 27 Book presentation by Margarita Balmaceda, “Russian 
Online Energy Chains: The Remaking of Technopolitics from
 Siberia to Ukraine to the European Union,” Harvard 
 University, www.huri.harvard.edu

November 3 Book talk and discussion, “The Carpathians: Discovering the 
Online Highlands of Poland and Ukraine” by Patrice Dabrowski,
 Harvard University, www.huri.harvard.edu or 617-495-4053 

November 5 Concert, Music at the Institute, featuring violinist Solomiya 
New York Ivakhiv, cellist Amit Peled, pianist Tanya Bannister, 
 Ukrainian Institute of America, www.ukrainianinstitute.org

Entries in “Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to events 
advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome submissions 
from all our readers. Items will be published at the discretion of the editors 
and as space allows. Please send e-mail to mdubas@ukrweekly.com.

(Moldova) in Tiraspol on September 15 
and tied 0-0 with Inter Milan on September 
28 in Kyiv. Shakhtar plays Real Madrid in 
Kyiv on October 19 and on November 3 in 
Madrid, against Inter on November 24 in 
Milan and against Sheriff on December 7 in 
Kyiv.

Zorya Luhansk, in Group C of the UEFA 
Europa Conference League, is in fourth 
place of the group stage after two matches 
played, with no wins and two losses. Zorya 
lost 1-3 against Bodo/Glimt (Norway) on 
September 16 in Bodo, Norway, and lost 
0-3 against Roma on September 30 in 
Zaporizhia. Zorya has matches scheduled 
against CSKA-Sofia (Bulgaria) on October 
21 (away) and on November 4 (home, 
Zaporizhia) against Roma on November 25 
in Rome, and on December 9 against Bodo/
Glimt in Zaporizhia. The lone goal for Zorya 
in the group stage was scored by midfielder 
Artem Gramov against Bodo/Glimt in 90+1 
minute of the second half of their match on 
September 16.

Ukrainian Premier League

Dynamo Kyiv tops the Ukrainian 
Premier League standings with 26 points 
after 10 matches played. Shakhtar Donetsk, 
in second place, has 23 points, followed by 
Vorskla Poltava (21 points) and Zorya 
Luhansk (20 points). Shakhtar won the 
VBET Ukrainian Super Cup on September 
22 with a 3-0 shut-out against Dynamo 
Kyiv. Scoring for Shakhtar were Lassina 
Traoré (two goals: 30th minute, 54th min-
ute), and Alan Patrick in the 61st minute. 
Dynamo midfielder Tsygankov is the top-
rated scorer of the league, with seven goals, 
followed by Traoré, with six.

Women’s soccer

Ukraine’s women’s national team, in 
Group B of the FIFA Women’s World Cup 
qualifiers, plays against the Faroe Islands 
on October 21 in Kovalivka, Kyiv Oblast, 
against Spain on October 26 in Kovalivka, 
against Scotland on November 26 in 
Glasgow, against Hungary on November 30 
(subsequent match locations to be con-
firmed), against Scotland on April 8, 2022, 
against Hungary on April 12, 2022, against 
the Faroe Islands on September 2, and 
against Spain on September 6. Ukraine, 
which has not played any matches for this 
stage at this point, is in third place in the 
group, as the other teams have begun 
matches. Spain tops the group with 6 
points and 17 goals for, followed by 
Scotland (6 points) with eight goals for and 
one against after two matches played. 
Hungary and the Faroe Islands are in fourth 
and fifth places (both with zero points), 
respectively, in the group.

In the UEFA Women’s Euro 2022 tourna-
ment, Ukraine finished in second place in 
Group I with 15 points after eight matches 
played (five wins, and three losses, with 16 
goals for and 21 against). The group stage 
concluded on December 1, 2020, and other 
teams in the group included Germany (first 
place, 24 points), Ireland (13 points), 
Greece (7 points) and Montenegro (zero 
points). Ukraine is set to play against 
Northern Ireland in April 7-13, 2022, as 
part of a tiebreaker playoff round. The final 
stage of the tournament is to be hosted by 
England on July 6-31, 2022.

OSC Metalist Kharkiv lost 0-1 against 
Real Madrid at home on October 6 in Group 
B of the UEFA Women’s Champions League. 
The lone goal came from Lorena Navarro in 
the 34th minute. Kharkiv is in second place, 
and plays against Paris Saint-Germain on 
October 13 (in Paris), against Breidablik 
(Iceland) on November 9 (in Kharkiv) and 

on November 18 (in Kopavogur, Iceland), 
against Paris on December 8 (in Kharkiv), 
and against Real Madrid on December 16 
(in Madrid).

Youth teams

Ukraine’s U-21 men’s team is in second 
place in Group H of the UEFA European 
Under-21 Championships after four match-
es played with 9 points. Ukraine won 1-0 
against the Faroe Islands on October 12 in 
Zaporizhia with an own goal by Andrias 
Edmundsson in the 24th minute. Ukraine 
lost 0-5 against France on October 8 in 
Brest, France, won 2-1 against Armenia on 
September 7 in Kovalivka, Kyiv Oblast, and 
won 1-0 against Serbia on September 3 in 
Stara Pazova, Serbia. Ukraine is scheduled 
to play against North Macedonia on 
November 11 in Skopje, against Serbia on 
November 15 in Lviv, against Armenia on 
March 23, 2022, against France on March 
28, 2022, against the Faroe Islands on June 
1, 2022, and against North Macedonia on 
June 6, 2022. The final stage of the tourna-
ment will be co-hosted in 2023 by Georgia 
and Romania.

After a 2-2 draw with Poland on October 
12 in Grodzisk Wielkopolski, Poland, 
Ukraine’s Under-17 team finished at the 
top of Group 5 of the UEFA U-17 
Championships with 7 points. Ukraine won 
2-1 against Finland on October 9 in 
Plewiska, Poland, and won 4-2 against 
Malta on October 6 in Plewiska.

In round 1 of the UEFA U-19 Women’s 
Soccer Championship, Ukraine plays 
against the Netherlands on October 20 in 
Assen, the Netherlands, against Scotland on 
October 23 in Assen, and against Austria on 
October 26 in Harkema, the Netherlands.

Ukraine’s U-17 squad, in Group 11 of the 
UEFA Under-17 Championships, plays 
against Wales on November 10 in 
Albufeira, Portugal, against Kazakhstan on 
November 13 in Albufeira, and against 
Portugal on November 16 in Faro-Loule, 
Portugal.

In League B, Group 3, of the UEFA U-17 
Women’s Soccer Championships, Ukraine is 
undefeated and sits in first place of Group 3 
after three matches played, with nine 
points. Ukraine won 1-0 against group host 
Estonia on October 3, won 7-0 against 
Moldova on September 30 and won 3-0 
against North Macedonia on September 27.

Futsal

Ukraine advanced to the playoff round of 
UEFA Futsal Euro 2022 after finishing in 
second place in Group 1 with 12 points 
after six matches played. Croatia topped 
the group with 18 points, followed by 
Denmark (third place, 3 points) and 
Albania (fourth place, 3 points). The group 
stage for Ukraine concluded on April 11, 
and Ukraine is seeded in Pot 3 (with 
Slovenia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, and 
Poland) for the draw, which is scheduled 
for October 18 in Zeist, where the 16 teams 
will be split among four groups. The 
Netherlands is host of the final stage of the 
tournament, scheduled for January 19, 
2022, through February 6, 2022. This is the 
first time the tournament has switched 
from a biennial 12-team format to a qua-
drennial 16-team format.

Ukraine’s women’s futsal Euro 2022 
team, in Group 3, is scheduled to play 
against the Czech Republic on October 21, 
against Belgium on October 22 and against 
Finland on October 24, with all matches to 
be played in Lviv.

Uragan Ivano-Frankivsk is group host 
for Group 6 of Path B in the UEFA Futsal 
Champions League. Uragan is scheduled to 
play against Araz Naxcivan (Azerbaijan) on 
October 28, against FC Liqeni (Kosovo) on 
October 29, and against United Galati 
(Romania) on October 31.

(Continued from page 14)
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