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Nation’s blue-and-yellow flag raised  
on Defender of Ukraine Day 

by Mark Raczkiewycz

KYIV – The screening of a movie based 
on true events that follows a journalist who 
exposed the Stalin-engineered famine in 
Soviet Ukraine in the early 1930s ended on 
October 14 in an attempted suppression of 
the truth. 

Twenty minutes after the film – called 
“Mr. Jones” – started that evening in 
Moscow, about a couple dozen masked 
young men entered the venue of the 
Memorial Society’s conference hall situated 
on the edge of the Russian capital’s down-
town Garden Ring Road. 

Russia’s oldest leading human rights 
group announced the film’s showing a day 
before on Facebook.  The intruders ordered 
the audience, numbering about 25-30 peo-
ple, to “lie face down” on the ground and 
proceeded to yell obscenities from the 
stage. 

“Fascists … enough … leave now,” the 
group of thugs yelled, video from the inci-
dent that was posted on social media 

Movie about Ukraine Holodomor famine  
disrupted at rights group’s Moscow office

Imposes sanctions related to Russia Duma elections

(Continued on page 3)

by Mark Raczkiewycz

KYIV – At its latest meeting on October 
15, Ukraine’s National Security and Defense 
Council (NSDC) approved a Defense Plan for 
the country that has been germinating for 
two years, the first of its kind since indepen-
dence was restored in 1991.

Another round of sanctions was 
announced that target people in occupied 
territory who are involved in running for 
office or holding elections to Russia’s lower 
State Duma legislature. A separate package 
of restrictive measures shuttered the doors 

National Security and Defense Council  
approves strategic defense document

(Continued on page 9)

National Security and Defense Council chief Oleksiy Danilov.

NSDC

Ukrainian soldiers raise the nation’s flag on October 14 in central Kyiv in com-
memoration of the Defender of Ukraine Day. A national holiday, the day honors 
“the courage and heroism” of those who defend the “independence and territorial 
integrity” of the country, a presidential decree says from 2014 when ex-President 
Petro Poroshenko created the holiday. The following year it became a non-working 
holiday and replaced the Soviet-era Defender of the Fatherland Day that was 
celebrated on February 23. The holiday was created in the first year of war when 
Russian-armed formations seized Ukraine’s Crimean Peninsula and invaded cer-
tain parts of the easternmost regions of Luhansk and Donetsk. In its eighth year, 
the inter-state conflict is Europe’s only ongoing shooting war and has killed 14,000 
people and internally displaced another 1.5 million from their homes. 

– Mark Raczkiewycz

Kyiv city government

Russian law enforcement officers locked 
the main entrance to the Memorial 
human rights group office in Moscow 

with handcuffs on October 14. 

www.memo.ru

by Roman Tymotsko

LVIV – The Ukrainian startup GitLab, 
founded by Dmytro Zaporozhets and 
Valeriy Sizov, held an initial public offering 
(IPO) on   the NASDAQ stock exchange on 

October 14. On its first day of trading, the 
company’s stock price rose by 35 percent 
to $103.89 per share, while the company’s 
capitalization rose to $14.9 billion.

Ukrainian startup GitLab holds NASDAQ initial 
public offering, reaches $15 billion valuation

(Continued on page 4)

Members of the Ukrainian company GitLab – including Sid Sijbrandij (center wear-
ing gray jacket) and Dmytro Zaporozhets (center, to the right of Mr. Sijbrandij) – 

take part in the company’s IPO on the NASDAQ stock exchange on October 14.

GitLab’s Twitter account
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Lawmakers approve bill on NABU

Ukrainian lawmakers have approved a 
bill to strengthen the independence of the 
National Anticorruption Bureau of Ukraine 
(NABU) that will move it toward securing 
more loans from the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) under a $5 billion 
loan deal. In the vote on October 19, 304 
members of the country’s parliament, the 
Verkhovna Rada, supported the bill that 
regulates leadership appointments at 
NABU, while 12 were against and 23 
abstained. The legislation must now be 
signed by President Volodymyr Zelenskyy 
to take effect. Ukraine’s government estab-
lished NABU in 2015 in the wake of pro-
European political and economic reforms 
with the intention of fighting corruption 
among Ukrainian officials and political 
groups. The country has long been plagued 
by graft, ranking 117th out of 180 coun-
tries globally in the 2020 Corruption 
Perception Index published by watchdog 
Transparency International. The European 
Union’s ambassador to Ukraine, Matti 
Maasikas, hailed the approval of the bill, 
calling it “a positive step on Ukraine’s anti-
corruption reform agenda.” The EU delega-
tion to Ukraine “stands ready to support a 
transparent, merit-based selection process 
for a new NABU director,” Mr. Maasikas 
wrote on Twitter. According to the bill, a 
commission consisting of three govern-
ment delegates and three people nominat-
ed by international donors will select two 
candidates to lead NABU. The government 
would appoint the other candidate to the 
post. A day earlier, Ukraine secured a provi-
sional agreement with the IMF that could 
pave the way for a $700 million loan dis-
bursement. (RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service, 
with reporting by Reuters)

Ambassadors welcome bill on NABU

The ambassadors of the G-7 countries in 
Ukraine welcomed the adoption by the 
Verkhovna Rada of amendments to the law 
on the National Anticorruption Bureau of 
Ukraine (NABU). “G-7 Ambassadors wel-
come the adoption of the law on NABU by 
Verkhovna Rada and cross-party support 
for it. This is a step forward in strengthen-
ing independent anti-corruption institu-

tions. Transparency and competitiveness in 
selecting new director will be crucial,” the 
UK Presidency of the G-7 Ambassadors’ 
Support Group in Kyiv said in a statement 
posted on Twitter on October 20. The 
Verkhovna Rada supported bill No. 5459-1 
on bringing the status of the National 
Anticorruption Bureau of Ukraine in line 
with the requirements of the Constitution. 
The bill changes the status of NABU and 
makes it a central executive body with a 
special status. Currently, NABU is a state 
law enforcement agency. At the same time, 
the requirements of the Cabinet of 
Ministers on appointing the main staff of 
the central executive body do not apply to 
NABU. The bill also removes the norm 
according to which NABU is created by the 
president. According to the changes, the 
Cabinet of Ministers coordinates the work 
of NABU in a manner established by the 
law, but the government cannot approve 
regulation of NABU. The competitive selec-
tion for the post of NABU director is orga-
nized and conducted by a commission, 
which includes six people, of which three 
members of the commission are proposed 
by the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine and 
three more by the Cabinet on the basis of 
proposals from partners who provided 
international technical assistance to 
Ukraine to prevent and combat corruption. 
As head of the parliamentary committee on 
anti-corruption policy, Anastasia Radina 
(the Servant of the People parliamentary 
faction) said during the discussion of pro-
posals and amendments to the bill that 
independent experts will work in the com-
petition committee, as recommended by 
the Venice Commission. (Interfax Ukraine)

Austin reiterates U.S. support for Ukraine

U.S. Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin has 
reiterated Washington’s “unwavering” sup-
port for Ukraine’s territorial integrity dur-
ing a visit to Kyiv as Russia continues to be 
an “obstacle” to the peaceful resolution of 
the deadly conflict in eastern Ukraine. Mr. 
Austin made the comments on October 19 
on the second leg of his three-nation tour to 
the Black Sea region aimed at underlining 
the White House’s support for allies and 

(Continued on page 12)

 NEWS ANALYSIS

Part 1

by Vladimir Socor
Eurasia Daily Monitor

The Joseph Biden Administration has 
apparently decided to work with Russia 
toward a political solution to the conflict in 
Ukraine’s Donbas. On October 13, U.S. 
Under Secretary of State Victoria Nuland 
capped a three-day visit in Moscow (see 
Eurasia Daily Monitor, October 14), confer-
ring with Dmitry Kozak, deputy head of 
Russia’s presidential administration and 
special presidential envoy on the conflict in 
Ukraine’s east. The Biden Administration 
had proactively initiated this visit.

Ms. Nuland surprised and delighted Mr. 
Kozak by endorsing the 2015 Minsk “agree-
ment” in its existing form. The endorse-
ment contravenes the Ukrainian govern-
ment’s and civil society’s view of that docu-
ment as illegitimate and unacceptable. Kyiv 
has de facto broken out of that document, 
without denouncing it officially but calling 
for its thorough revision, and stonewalling 
the application of its political clauses.

Ms. Nuland also conferred with other 
Moscow officials on a range of international 
security issues of concern to the United 
States, unrelated to Ukraine (see below). 
The Nuland-Kozak meeting apparently cov-
ered Ukraine only. This issue does not top 

the Biden Administration’s order or priori-
ties, but it tops Russia’s. This asymmetry 
can open the way for tradeoffs, particularly 
if the Biden Administration places itself – 
as the U.S.-Russian presidential summit in 
Geneva showed – in the position of solicit-
ing Russia (see EDM, June 17).

Washington has, unusually, not issued a 
readout of Ms. Nuland’s talks in Moscow; 
nor has it in any way reacted to Moscow’s 
unprecedentedly satisfied readouts of the 
talks about Ukraine.

According to Mr. Kozak, “Our dialogue 
was substantive and constructive. We con-
firmed that the Minsk agreements remain 
the sole basis for resolving this conflict.” Mr. 
Kozak was pleased that Ms. Nuland “con-
firmed the U.S. position as it was voiced in 
Geneva [the U.S.-Russian presidential sum-
mit, June 16). Namely, any significant prog-
ress toward conflict-resolution necessitates 
an agreement on the future parameters of 
the autonomy of Donbas in Ukraine – in 
other words, the special status of Donbas. 
Given our convergent views on this matter 
of principle, we have agreed to continue 
our consultations” (TASS, October 13).

Apart from this official readout, Mr. 
Kozak hinted through his usual leak-outlet 
(Kommersant, October 13) that he and Ms. 

Part 2

by Vladimir Socor
Eurasia Daily Monitor

According to Kremlin-connected analyst 
Fedor Lukyanov, the Joseph Biden 
Administration had to work hard with 
Moscow to make Under Secretary Victoria 
Nuland’s visit possible. The United States 
seeks a mutually accepted modus vivendi 
with Russia regarding the Donbas problem; 
and Mr. Biden’s team is prepared to exert 
its influence on Ukraine to cooperate 
toward that goal. Moscow would therefore 
expect Washington to “adjust Ukraine’s 
profile downward in the U.S. policy” (Bfm.
ru, October 10; Global Affairs, October 11).

Ms. Nuland’s revisiting of the 2015 
Minsk “agreement” (see Part 1) comes as a 
surprise. One month ago, President Biden 
and the other officials receiving Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy in 
Washington never mentioned the Minsk 
“agreements” or a special status for 
Donbas. The White House thereby deferred 
to the Ukrainian delegation, and it seemed 
that those controversial words had been 
dropped for good (see Eurasia Daily 
Monitor, September 7, 9).

For all its satisfaction with the talks on 
Ukraine, Moscow apparently stalled on pro-
posals that Ms. Nuland brought up unrelat-
ed to Ukraine (cyber-hacking, embassy per-
sonnel parity, visa reciprocity). Russia’s 
Deputy Foreign Affairs Minister Sergei 
Ryabkov warned that “a U.S. military pres-
ence in Central Asia [to monitor Taliban-
ruled Afghanistan] is unacceptable in any 
form” and that Russia will be watching, lest 
Australia violate the treaty on nuclear non-
proliferation after it joins the Australian-
British-U.S. (AUKUS) fleet of nuclear-pow-
ered submarines (TASS, October 13).

No information, official or unofficial, has 
surfaced in Kyiv regarding Ms. Nuland’s 
Moscow visit on the Biden Administration’s 
behalf. Whether the visit, directly affecting 
Ukraine, was discussed with the Ukrainian 
authorities is not known either. The 
Ukrainian Presidential Office has only 
reported one telephone call with Ms. 
Nuland: on October 7, Presidential Office 
Chief Andriy Yermak and Ms. Nuland dis-
cussed the security situation around 
Ukraine, the [deadlocked] “Normandy” 
negotiations (Russia, Germany, France, 
Ukraine), and “the importance of strength-
ening the role of the United States in the 
processes of peaceful resolution of the con-
flict” (Ukrinform, October 7).

Ms. Nuland has re-entered a scene that 
was hers in 2015-2016 as assistant secre-
tary of state in the Barack Obama Administ-
ration. She visited Kyiv fairly regularly dur-
ing that period, several times with then-
Secretary of State John Kerry and several 
times on her own. Ms. Nuland tried hard to 
persuade then-president Petro Poroshenko 
and the Verkhovna Rada (Ukrainian parlia-
ment) to start fulfilling the 2015 Minsk 

The Kremlin is pleased after 
Kozak-Nuland talks on Ukraine

The Kremlin is pleased after 
Kozak-Nuland talks on Ukraine
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Correction
The article “Svoboda awarded 2020 

Antonovych prize” (July 25) incorrectly 
stated the date that Svoboda was adopted 
by the Ukrainian National Association.  
The article correctly noted that Svoboda 
was founded on September 11, 1893, but it 
was unanimously decided at the first regu-
lar UNA Convention on May 30, 1894, that 
Svoboda would be the official organ of the 
UNA. The correction has been made online.
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showed. They did not provide a reason for disrupting the 
film, but the incident was just the beginning of the ordeal, 
which drew later into the night. 

“It is hard to imagine that there are gopniks [thugs] in 
Moscow who are fixated on the Holodomor theme,” Yan 
Rachinsky, the head of Memorial in Moscow, told local jour-
nalists, referring to the Ukrainian term for death by famine. 

“It is difficult to imagine any gopniks who know what 
Memorial is and where it is located,” Mr. Rachinsky said. 
“These are some unusual gopniks.”

Some audience members managed to detain five of the 
intruders – three of whom wore masks, while the other 
two were part of a state TV film crew from NTV attached to 
the group of trespassers. 

But when the police arrived at around 8 p.m., about an 
hour after the movie started, it was a member of Memorial 
and the audience “who were treated like the perpetrators,” 
Mr. Rachkinsky said.

Three intruders and three members of Memorial were 
subsequently taken for questioning to the local police sta-
tion. The other thugs dissipated, while the moviegoers and 
Memorial representatives weren’t allowed to leave; many 
were held until 2 a.m.

No reason was given to them for being essentially 
detained and police eventually locked the main entrance of 
the office with handcuffs to block their exit. 

“It was strange; the police started to question us, and 
not the ones who actually disrupted the movie. This looks 
like a planned attack on us to scare us away, approved by 
the authorities,” Memorial lawyer Irina Sherbakova told the 
London-based news organization The Guardian.

Groups and individuals who document Soviet-era 
repressions and present-day human rights violations are 
not able to freely operate in Russia amid increasing legisla-
tive and extra-judicial actions that restrict their activity. 

For example, Memorial was smeared in 2015 with the 
label of “foreign agent” by authorities based on a law that 
was passed three years earlier. The designation compels 

civil society groups to submit exhaustive quarterly reports 
on their finances. Memorial was fined $69,000 last year 
alone for refusing to comply with the requirements. 

“The image of police handcuffs locking the organiza-
tion’s door is an indelible symbol of the vicious crackdown 
on fundamental freedoms by Russian authorities currently 
sweeping across the country,” the New York-based Human 
Rights Watch group said. 

The Holodomor, which Ukraine, Canada and Poland as 
well as other countries consider an act of genocide, killed 
between 3 and 10 million Ukrainians in the early 1930s. 
Soviet authorities tried covering up the scope of the mass 
killings, perpetrated by Joseph Stalin, his henchmen and 
local Communist party leaders and activists in Ukraine. 

Moscow has attributed the famine in Soviet Ukraine and 
elsewhere in the USSR during that time to adverse climate 
conditions and denies its policies and actions were used to 
target Ukrainians. 

Asked whether the film disruption had something to do 
with the Holodomor, Memorial’s head, Mr. Rachinsky, 
wouldn’t pinpoint the actual motive. 

“Their [the authorities] main thesis is you should be 
proud of your history,” he said. “And everything that does 
not decorate our history is [regarded as] lies and slander.”

Mr. Rachinsky interpreted the latest actions against 
Memorial “as an attempt to control historical research. … 

The authorities need a varnished history, but we are study-
ing the real one.”

A day after the incident, officers from the economic 
crimes and corruption unit of the police arrived at the 
Memorial office demanding a copy of the film, organiza-
tional registration documents and a list of everyone 
involved with the group “dating 30 years back,” he added. 

The night before, police also checked for fire code viola-
tions instead of investigating the movie-related incident. 

The remaining members who were detained inside the 
conference hall watched the movie, which was released in 
2019 and co-produced by Poland, Great Britain and 
Ukraine with a budget of 8.3 million euros. 

Polish filmmaker Angnieszka Holland directed the 
movie while Ukrainian American Andrea Chalupa wrote 
the story and screenplay. The screening was co-organized 
by the Polish Cultural Institute and, according to Memorial 
officials, the event was coordinated with the Russian 
Foreign Affairs Ministry as is required under Russian law. 

“The attack on the headquarters of an important organi-
zation for Polish-Russian relations and historical members 
is another extremely sad example of the treatment of an 
institution dealing with historical memory,” Poland’s 
Foreign Affairs Ministry said in a statement. 

Support for Memorial also came from Amnesty 
International, PEN Russia as well as other local chapters of 
the organization in Russia. 

The treatment of others working to expose the truth and 
breadth of Soviet crimes has led to prison sentences. 

Gulag historian Yuriy Dmitriyev is currently serving a 
13-year sentence after being found guilty in July 2020 of 
sexually abusing his foster daughter. He denies the charge 
and maintains that pictures of the girl found on his com-
puter were made at the request of social workers con-
cerned about her physical health. 

Russia’s Supreme Court on October 13 denied his 
appeal. Before his arrest, Mr. Dmitriyev headed the 
Karelian branch of Memorial. 

“[Mr.] Dmitriyev’s historical work has focused on expos-
ing the victims of the 1937-1938 Great Terror, in which 
nearly 700,000 people were executed,” Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty reported earlier this month. 

U.S. Holodomor Committee
to host event on Gareth Jones

by Oksana Piaseckyj

SUNNY ISLES BEACH, Fla. – The U.S. 
Committee for Ukrainian Holodomor-
Genocide Awareness has engaged Prof. Ray 
Gamache to speak on the topic of Gareth 
Jones during a webinar on October 27.

Mr. Gamache is considered an expert on 
Gareth Jones, the Welsh journalist who 
reported the truth about the Holodomor 
but was denigrated by the infamous Walter 
Duranty, who won a Pulitzer Prize for his 
coverage of the Soviet Union and Stalin’s 
Five-Year Plan. 

Mr. Gamache has written two books on 
Gareth Jones: “Gareth Jones, Eyewitness to 
the Holodomor,” and “Gareth Jones on 
Assignment in Nazi Germany 1933-34.” His 
work was described by Nigel Linsan Colley, 
grandnephew of Gareth Jones, as “… metic-
ulously researched,” adding that it “returns 
Gareth Jones to his rightful status, as one of 
the most outstanding journalists of his 
generation.”

Anne Applebaum has written that, “Ray 
Gamache dispenses with some of the 
myths that surround the biography of the 
enigmatic writer Gareth Jones, and adds 
substantially to the historical record of his 
life and times.”

Since many believe that Walter Duranty – 
whom some of labeled “the liar” of the last 
century – should never have been awarded 
the Pulitzer Prize, this opportunity to listen 
to Mr. Gamache’s unraveling of the truth 
behind the lies is expected to be fascinating.

The U.S. Holodomor Committee contin-

ues its advocacy of the need to revoke 
Walter Duranty’s Pulitzer Prize with a 
change.org petition. A video will soon 
accompany the petition, and the organiza-
tion hopes the movement to revoke Mr. 
Duranty’s prize will garner worldwide 
attention.

For more information on the webinar 
and the Duranty petition, readers may visit 
www.ukrainegenocide.com.  More informa-
tion is also available by searching @
HolodomorAware on Facebook, Twitter 
and Instagram.

Prof. Ray Gamache to lead October 27 webinar

Nuland “concurred that it would be coun-
terproductive to debate the causes of this 
conflict and who the parties to this conflict 
are; and [they concurred] that the Minsk 
agreements as signed render any such 
debates moot.”

The Russian Foreign Affairs Ministry’s 
spokesperson, Maria Zakharova, similarly 
assessed that “the reconfirmation of the 
Minsk agreements is the main result of the 
discussions with [Ms.] Nuland about 
Ukraine. … This reconfirmation by the 
United States is a signal that Kyiv will hope-
fully hear directly from its overseer (“cura-
tor”), Victoria Nuland. … There are no 
impediments for Washington to cooperate 
[with Russia] in resolving the Ukrainian sit-
uation, if Washington wishes to help 
Ukraine crawl out of the hole in which its 
politicians have pushed it” (TASS, October 
14).

Moscow could not have anticipated an 
outcome so clearly in its favor. Kremlin 
spokesperson Dmitry Peskov had, on the 
eve of the Kozak-Nuland meeting, down-
played its prospects: “We do not rule out 
this kind of exchange of views, but it cer-
tainly does not mean starting a regular 
Kozak-Nuland format” (TASS, October 12). 
The meeting’s result, however, has encour-
aged Mr. Kozak to announce the start of just 
such a format (see above).

Those assessments speak for themselves 
but still require some elucidation and con-
text. Ukraine insists that the 2015 Minsk 
“agreement” is unacceptable and must be 
thoroughly renegotiated; and it sees the 
“special status” for Donbas as a potential 
time bomb or cancerous tumor (these com-
parisons are common in Ukraine). Ms. 
Nuland is familiar with Ukraine’s view 
since she came up against it during her 
own stint as negotiator in 2015-2016. 

President Volodymyr Zelenskyy and his 
government ultimately adopted the highly 
critical view prevalent in Ukrainian society 
about the Minsk “agreements.”

As Mr. Kozak points out (see above), Ms. 
Nuland simply repeated the U.S. position as 
voiced by the two presidents at their 
Geneva summit (June 16). There, in his own 
press conference, Russian President 
Vladimir Putin announced that U.S. 
President Joe Biden had in their conversa-
tion endorsed the Minsk “agreements,” 
including a “special status” for Donbas as 
part of the political settlement. Mr. Biden 
promptly came out in his own press confer-
ence to confirm Mr. Putin’s announcement. 
The next day, Ms. Nuland similarly called for 
“political autonomy for Donbas” via 
Ukrainian media (Radio Svoboda, June 17).

Mr. Kozak’s next comment – whether 
true or not – that he and Ms. Nuland agree 
to not make an issue of the causes of this 
conflict and who the parties to it are, could 
reflect a wish to accelerate the negotiations. 
Suspending these issues or ruling them 
inadmissible would, however, obscure 
Russia’s role as the aggressor while pre-
serving the ambiguities in the Minsk 
“agreements” and the Contact Group over 
defining who the parties to this conflict are. 
Ukraine’s efforts to promote clarity on this 
score would be fatally reversed in that case. 
To accept that the Minsk “agreements” 
override those considerations is tanta-
mount to raising Russian-dictated armistice 
documents above international law, as has 
been seen in Russia’s protracted conflicts.

“Western kurator [overseer]” (see 
above) is a ubiquitous invective in Russian 
propaganda, but Ms. Zakharova in this case 
welcomes the “overseer’s” help to bring 
Kyiv to heel.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 2)

The Kremlin... Part 1

A promotional image for the movie Mr. Jones.
Courtesy of Memorial

(Continued from page 1)

Movie about Ukraine...
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The following article was posted by the 
U.S. Embassy in Ukraine on their website on 
October 20.  It was originally published by 
Ukrainska Pravda in Ukrainian on their 
website.  The full text of the original version 
can be found here: https://www.pravda.com.
ua/articles/2021/10/20/7311062/.

by Kristina Kvien, Matti Maasikas  
and Melinda Simmons

With the support of [Ukrainian] Presi-
dent [Volodymyr] Zelenskyy, Ukraine is on 
the verge of enacting a fundamental reform 
that has been 30 years in the making.

Ukraine’s new judicial reform laws, which 
recently passed the Verkhovna Rada, have 
the potential not only to build a judiciary 
that is trusted by Ukrainians by holding cor-
rupt judges to account, but also to reduce 
the influence of vested interests who use the 
current system to undermine rule of law in 
Ukraine for their own personal benefit.

While passage of the laws was an enor-
mous achievement, implementation of the 
actual reforms – including the “integrity 
checks” of judicial body members – must 
now take place, a daunting challenge that 
requires political courage and determina-
tion in the face of powerful opposition by 
vested interests.

It is courage that will be greatly reward-
ed. Implementation of these reforms would 
represent a major leap forward in Ukraine’s 
transformation into a modern, transparent 
European country and would benefit all 
Ukrainians.

Let’s be clear, many of those in the 
Ukrainian judiciary are professional, patri-
otic Ukrainians working hard to protect the 
interests of the country. Unfortunately, 
however, the current system has protected, 
rather than removed, the corrupt elements 
that undermine those who faithfully serve. 
When corrupt individuals can operate with 
impunity, those who maintain their integri-
ty are forced to remain silent, or face signif-
icant consequences.

This is why the Ukrainian lawmakers 
who wrote the reforms established “integ-
rity reviews,” which were endorsed by the 
Venice Commission, to ensure all new and 
current members of the High Qualification 
Commission of Judges and the High Council 
of Justice (HCJ) show no unexplained dis-
crepancies between their incomes and 
assets or other likely engagement in cor-
rupt activities.

Unfortunately, the Council of Judges 
(COJ) has so far failed to nominate repre-
sentatives to the HCJ’s Ethics Council, the 
body which would perform this important 

Now is the moment to transform Ukraine

 FOR THE RECORD

Kristina Kvien is the chargé d’affaires of 
the U.S. Embassy in Kyiv. Matti Maasikas is 
head of the Delegation of the European 
Union to Ukraine. Melinda Simmons is the 
ambassador of the United Kingdom in 
Ukraine.

With a capitalization of over $1 billion in 
September 2018, GitLab became what is 
known as a “unicorn” startup. In business, a 
“unicorn” is a privately held startup compa-
ny valued at over $1 billion. Although Mr. 
Zaporozhets created GitLab, the company is 
now led by Sid Sijbrandij, who has been the 
CEO since 2012.

Mr. Zaporozhets, 32, was born in 
Kharkiv. He is ranked 28th in Forbes’ list of 
the 100 richest Ukrainians. In 2011, he and 
Mr. Sizov created GitLab, which, according 
to the company’s website, provides its 
users with “a single application that spans 
the entire software development lifecycle.” 
GitLab is, essentially, a web-based software 
development company.

Until 2013, GitLab was distributed under 
a free license. It eventually became popular 
among computer programmers. In 2014, 
GitLab was registered in Delaware, and in 
2015 it raised its first $1.5 million in fund-
ing and began working with Y Combinator, 
an American company that specializes in 
helping startup companies grow.

GitLab, which is designed to help profes-
sional programmers, allows softward 
developers to store code on their server, 
unlike their main competitor – the service 
GitHub, which Microsoft bought in 2018 for 
$ 7.5 billion. The Ukrainian service is more 
convenient for companies because GitLab 
uses open-source computer code that 
makes their product highly customizable.

The company’s products are now used by 
more than 100,000 organizations, including 
Qualcomm, NASA, NASDAQ and Interpol. In 
May 2021, Forbes included GitLab on its list 
of the best U.S. startup employers.

While the company is headquartered in 
San Francisco, Mr. Zaporozhets still consid-
ers it to be a Ukrainian startup.

“One founder is from Ukraine, which 
makes GitLab partly a Ukrainian startup. 
Another founder is from the Netherlands, 
so it’s partly a Dutch startup. Our head-
quarters are in the United States, so the 
company can also be called an American 

startup. But I believe that GitLab can be 
called a Ukrainian startup,” Mr. Zaporozhets 
said in an interview with AIN.ua in 2018.

The company currently employs 1,350 
people from 65 countries. Many of its 
employees were working remotely even 
before the COVID-19 pandemic forced 
many companies to have their employees 
work remotely. For example, Mr. Zaporo-
zhets and several other GitLab employees 
work from Kharkiv.

The company’s CEO, Mr. Sijbrandij, will 
earn the most from GitLab’s IPO. According 
to the prospectus for the issue of GitLab 
shares, he owns 18.9 percent of the stock in 
the company. As of October 18, the value of 
that stock was about $ 3.1 billion, while the 
capitalization of the entire company was 
valued at $16.45 billion.

Mr. Zaporozhets is not on the list of 
shareholders who own 5 percent or more 
of the shares. In a 2018 interview, he 
declined to comment on how he split the 
company with Mr. Sijbrandij in 2013-2014.

Mr. Zaporozhets currently owns about 
2.5 percent of the stock in the company, 

which in total is valued at about $384 mil-
lion, making him 28th richest person in 
Ukraine, according to the Forbes rating.

Despite its valuation, GitLab lost $130 
million in 2020, and it is expected to lose 
$190 million in 2021. But analysts estimate 
the company is approximately 50 times 
more valuable than what it makes in a year, 
according to the online newspaper 
TechCrunch, which writes about high tech 
and startup companies.

“GitLab’s $15 [billion] IPO is a triumph 
and a role model for many aspiring entre-
preneurs around the world. No matter 
where you’re from, you can create tremen-
dous value,” said Yaroslav Azhnyuk, the 
CEO of the Ukrainian startup Petcube. 

“Given Dmytro is Ukrainian, it seems like 
GitLab is now the second-largest tech com-
pany out of Eastern Europe, next only to 
UiPath, which has Romanian roots,” Mr. 
Azhnyuk wrote on his Facebook page.

GitLab is not the only Ukrainian IT suc-
cess story. In October 2019, the startup 
Grammarly became another Ukrainian 
“unicorn” with a capitalization of over $1 

billion. At the same time, the company 
attracted $90 million in investment.

Grammarly was founded in 2009 by 
Maksym Lytvyn, Oleksiy Shevchenko and 
Dmytro Lider. The company’s employees 
work in four offices – in Kyiv, San Francisco, 
New York and Vancouver. Grammarly 
reviews English language writing and helps 
individuals improve the style and structure 
of text written in English.

Additionally, in May 2021 the space 
company Firefly Aerospace, which is 
owned by Ukrainian businessman Maks 
Polyakov, announced its entry into the cate-
gory of “unicorns.” After attracting $200 
million in investment, the capitalization of 
Firefly Aerospace exceeded $1 billion.

In August 2021, the Ukrainian startup 
People.ai also became a “unicorn” – the 
company attracted $100 million in invest-
ment after which its capitalization reached 
$1.1 billion. People.ai is working on solu-
tions for collecting data from CRM (calen-
dars, calls, letters), which will help organi-
zations improve their efficiency. One of the 
startup’s clients is Zoom.

“I have an interest in human expansion,” 
GitLab’s founder Dmytro Zaporozhets said 
in an interview with Forbes Ukraine. “With 
a large sum on hand five years ago, I would 
be happy to invest in SpaceX, as they move 
humanity forward. In addition, I am con-
cerned about energy. Human development 
is limited to energy needs. I would be happy 
to help humanity increase energy produc-
tion many times over,” Mr. Zaporo zhets said.

Mr. Zaporozhets continues to work at 
GitLab as an Engineering Fellow – he is a 
high-level engineer who deals with experi-
mental projects and new features. He is now 
considering taking a sabbatical for a year.

“I want to do nothing for about a year. It 
remains only to determine the time – I will 
pause in 2021 or 2022. It depends on the 
company’s plans for me, how critical my 
temporary absence will be,” Mr. Zaporo-
zhets said. “I want there to be no order in 
life but freedom to reign. If you want, go on 
a trip with friends for a week; go to Asia, if 
you want. You can sit for a month and play 
Xbox. What is important is the absence of a 
schedule.”

(Continued from page 1)

Ukrainian startup...

Members of the Ukrainian company GitLab – including Sid Sijbrandij (center wear-
ing gray jacket) and Dmytro Zaporozhets (center, to the right of Mr. Sijbrandij) – are 
surrounded by advertisements for the company in New York City’s Times Square fol-

lowing the company’s IPO on the NASDAQ stock exchange on October 14.

GitLab’s Twitter account

work. Moreover, by establishing excessive, 
extra-legislative qualification require-
ments, the COJ may have discouraged 
Ukrainian judges from applying.

The best way forward for judicial reform 
is clear: We call upon the COJ to allow those 
who want to support this reform to serve 
on the Ethics Council. We know that there 
are many professional, capable, honest 
legal professionals who want to do so.

The COJ’s move was not the only chal-
lenge facing judicial reform. A separate set-
back occurred on October 8, when Ukraine’s 
Supreme Court petitioned the Constitutional 
Court to review the constitutionality of 
certain provisions of the HCJ reform law.

Those who have been following 
Ukraine’s anti-corruption efforts have good 
reason to be concerned about how the 
Constitutional Court will rule: It sparked a 
crisis a year ago by declaring Ukraine’s 
asset declaration registry unconstitutional 
and invalidating key provisions of 
Ukraine’s corruption prevention law.

This widely-criticized decision highlight-
ed the urgent need for reform of the 
Constitutional Court (CCU), and led to 
President Zelenskyy’s declaration that in 
addition to judicial reform, CCU reform was 
one of his highest priorities.  The president 
rightly understood that establishment of a 
transparent, merit-based selection proce-
dure for CCU judges is key in ensuring 
gradual renewal of this controversial court.

This step, together with a temporary 

increase in the decision-making quorum, 
are among the most important recommen-
dations of the Venice Commission and they 
are, in our view, the right way forward. 
Unfortunately, we have not seen any prog-
ress on this reform since the Venice 
Commission issued its opinion on this mat-
ter in December 2020.

Only when the highest levels of the judi-
ciary are viewed as independent and prin-
cipled can trust in the judiciary among citi-
zens be established and sustained. 
International businesses are also consis-
tently calling for this reform to unlock for-
eign direct investment into Ukraine by cre-
ating a more stable, transparent invest-
ment climate and fostering rule of law.

So, now is the time. The time to stand up 
to vested interests and their accomplices, 
to insist on fair and equal treatment under 
Ukrainian law for all citizens, and to finally 
overcome the corrupt influences that 
undermine rule of law and hold Ukraine 
back from its Euro-Atlantic path.

The international community will stand 
behind you as you take these important 
steps forward.
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Ukrainian project “Two Regimes” presented at Florida State University
by Oksana Piaseckyj

TALLAHASEE, Fla. – When a drama 
teacher finds a treasure trove of art among 
discarded items at a garage sale, at first, she 
is not sure of its significance, but she knows 
instinctively that what she discovered must 
be significant. Through some research, the 
discoverer learns that what she has found 
is a collection of paintings and a memoir of 
a Ukrainian woman’s journey through two 
horrific authoritarian governments.

Teodora Verbitskaya, the author of the 
memoir and her daughter, Nadia Werbitzky, 
the artist, lived in Mariupol, Ukraine, and suf-
fered through Stalinism and Nazism. Their 
collaborative work from 1927 to 1945 tells 
the tale of their survival as they endured the 
Holodomor and witnessed the Holocaust 
and slave labor camps in Germany.

To bring the story of Teodora and Nadia 
to life, Mimi Shaw, who discovered the 
paintings and memoir, engaged a friend, 
Kelly Bowen. Together, they co-founded a 
project called “Two Regimes.”

Their journey of discovery began in 
2000 by slowly restoring the manuscript 
and termite-eaten oil paintings and sketch-
es, and soliciting help from their alma 
mater, Florida State University, for histori-
cal background of the era depicted.

The project, which became a labor of 
love, slowly uncovered the full impact of 
what they found. Moreover, they also unex-
pectedly discovered that Ms. Werbitzky 
was still alive.

Ms. Werbitzky agreed to meet with Ms. 
Shaw and Ms. Bowen, but their encounter 
was brief, as Ms. Werbitzky soon passed 
away (in 2005), and she was not able to see 
the remarkable work the pair accom-
plished.

With financial help from donors, Ms. 
Shaw and Ms. Bowen restored 59 of the 
118 paintings that were found, and they 
hope to do the same with the 150 sketches 
that are part of the “Two Regimes” project. 
Most of the 120 paintings and sketches 
have been restored and are now on display 
in various exhibits.

On September 21, Florida State 
University’s Center for the Advancement of 
Human Rights promoted the pair’s most 
recent exhibit with a multi-faceted program 
coordinated by Ms. Shaw and Ms. Bowen. 

Prof. Terry Coonan, executive director of 
the center and an associate professor of 
criminology at school, was instrumental in 
giving the pair a venue for the program. Mr. 
Coonan, who works to track human rights 
issues and serves as an advocate for human 
rights nationally and internationally, enthu-
siastically offered to host the project as it is 
closely connected to his life’s work.

Mr. Coonan previously worked at the 
Department of Justice, litigating asylum and 
immigration cases nationwide and he has 
been involved in various United Nations 
human rights projects. At Florida State 
University, Mr. Coonan leads efforts to edu-
cate and train a new generation of human 
rights advocates. 

The evening program included a recep-
tion for guests in the lobby of the Reubin 
O.D. Askew Student Life Center. It gave 
guests an opportunity to view an exhibition 
of some of the original paintings by Ms. 
Werbitzky and it displayed banners telling 
the story of Two Regimes. 

Following a meet-and-greet portion of 
the program, some 100 people went to the 
adjacent theater for a debut screening of 
the project’s new film, “Two Regimes: A 
Mother’s Memoir of the Holodomor and the 
Holocaust.”

A panel discussion on the “Two Regimes” project on September 21 included Kelly Bowen (right), who curated exhibitions of the 
project’s artwork; Dr. David Gussak (second from the right), a professor of art therapy at Florida State University; Douglas 
Darlington (center), who directed the film; Dr. Jonathan Grant (second from the left), a professor of history at Florida State 

University; and Prof. Terry Coonan (left).

Living Image Photography

(Continued on page 16)
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During a meeting on October 21 of the Valdai Discussion Club that took place in 
the Black Sea resort town of Sochi, Russian President Vladimir Putin once again 
expressed his concern regarding Ukraine’s membership in the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization (NATO).

“Formal membership [of Ukraine] in NATO may not take place,” Mr. Putin said, 
according to a report by Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty. “But military develop-
ment of the territory is already under way. … This really poses a threat to Russia. We 
are aware of that.”  He also said that the recent visit by U.S. Secretary of Defense 
Lloyd Austin to Ukraine had effectively paved the way for Ukraine to join NATO.

Mr. Austin, who was in Kyiv on October 19, reiterated his country’s “unwavering” 
support for Ukraine’s territorial integrity and he called Russia an “obstacle” to the 
peaceful resolution of the war in Ukraine’s east.  It is a conflict that began in April 
2014 an has now claimed more than 13,000 lives.

“Russia started this war and Russia is the obstacle to a peaceful resolution,” Mr. 
Austin said at a joint press conference with Ukrainian Defense Minister Andriy 
Taran. “We will continue to do everything we can to support Ukraine’s efforts to 
develop a capability to defend itself and protect its sovereign territory.”

More noteworthy was Mr. Austin’s response when he was asked about Mr. Putin’s 
objection to Ukraine’s desire to join NATO.

“No third country has a veto over NATO’s membership decisions,” Mr. Austin said in 
reference to Ukraine, adding that Kyiv “has a right to decide its own future foreign poli-
cy and we expect that they will be able to do that without any outside interference.”

We wholeheartedly echo Mr. Austin’s position and, while we certainly agree that 
Ukraine has every right to decide its foreign policy on its own, we are also under no 
illusions regarding Mr. Putin’s desire to ensure Ukraine does not become a NATO 
member.  After all, he said such membership would be a red line for the Russian 
president.

It is noteworthy that the Russian president, who has been so focused on destabi-
lizing and interfering in Ukraine’s internal affairs, has completely mismanaged a 
growing crisis in his own country.  As of October 21, Russia has recorded 227,389 
deaths as a result of COVID-19, by far the largest number of official pandemic deaths 
in Europe, and the fourth highest in the world.  Meanwhile, according to RFE/RL, 
Russians are now faced with a new COVID-19 variant known as AY.4.2, which is 
believed to be even more contagious than the Delta variant.  For various reasons, 
there is a crisis of confidence in Mr. Putin brewing among the Russian people.  RFE/
RL reported recently that public trust in the Russian president fell to 53 percent in 
August, down from nearly 80 percent in 2015. Mr. Putin would do well to turn his 
obsessive attention from Ukraine and instead focus his energy and attention on 
helping the people of his own country.

The Ukrainian Weekly

Sixty-five years ago, on October 28, 1956, the Ukrainian 
Institute of America was formally dedicated to serve the needs 
of Ukrainian studies and culture in the United States of 
America.

The dedication ceremonies opened with the singing of the 
U.S. and Ukrainian national anthems, and Daniel Kane, vice 

president of the Institute, served as master of ceremonies. The invocation was led by 
Rev. M. Kohut, OSBM, of St. George Ukrainian Catholic Church in New York.

William Dzus, the founder and president of the Institute at the time, underscored a 
brief historical outline provided by Mr. Kane, which highlighted the aims and purposes 
of the Institute, stressing “the dedication of this building enhances the value of 
Ukrainian contributions to American culture and sciences.” Mr. Dzus concluded: “… 
American culture is like a huge river into which the streams of many European coun-
tries flow as tributaries. It is important that the full stream of traditional Ukrainian cul-
ture make its contribution to America. It is my hope that this headquarters building will 
become a center for Ukrainian learning, science, art and music so that it will be pre-
served for posterity, so that it will be further encouraged and developed and so that its 
full benefits will become available to America.”

Located on the corner of 79th Street and Fifth Avenue across the street from Central 
Park, the historic mansion was purchased for the Institute by Mr. Dzus, who was a promi-
nent Ukrainian American inventor and industrialist.

Designed by architect Stanford White, the residence was owned by August Van Horne 
Stuyvesant, a descendant of Peter Stuyvesant, governor of New Amsterdam (as New York 
was once called).

Very Rev. L. Wesolowsky of St. Volodymyr Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral in New York 
concluded the ceremonies by leading a benediction prayer.

A celebratory concert was hosted at the Institute to mark the grand opening and an 
exhibit of Ukrainian art was on display that featured several pieces by the world-famous 
Ukrainian sculptor Alexander Archipenko, who also attended the dedication ceremonies.

This year, the Ukrainian Institute of America’s 2021 Gala, honoring generations of 
members and friends of the Institute, took place on October 23 at the Institute with an 
evening celebration, including a cocktail hour, musical entertainment and dinner. The 
event was sold out at certain sponsorship levels, including $2,500 (Benefactor), $1,000 
(Patron), $500 (Supporter), $300 (individual tickets), and $175 (Next Gen, under 40).

Source: “Ukrainian Institute of America home in New York formally opened,” The 
Ukrainian Weekly, November 3, 1956.

Oct.
28
1956

Turning the pages back...

by Halya Coynash
Kharkiv Human Rights Protection  

Group

It is not just 400 Ukrainian political pris-
oners, hostages and prisoners of war who 
are held in captivity in Russia, occupied 
Crimea or Donbas, but also, effectively, the 
members of their families. This was the 
message to Ukrainian legislators on 
October 19 from Petro Vyhivsky, whose son, 
Valentin Vyhivsky, has been imprisoned in 
Russia since his abduction from occupied 
Crimea in September 2014.  For the rela-
tives of men and women held prisoner, try-
ing to resolve their problems becomes a 
major part of their everyday life, and one 
that is hugely expensive.  At present, he 
explained, the Ukrainian authorities do 
what they can to help, but the assistance is 
not systematic and often depends on public 
officials and on personal connections.

Petro Vyhivsky was speaking at a brief-
ing given in the Verkhovna Rada by rela-
tives of those held captive.  The circum-
stances are, in principle, promising, since 
Ukraine’s President Volodymyr Zelenskyy 
recently tabled three important bills on 
regulating the situation for those impris-
oned and their families, and registered all 

of them as urgent.
There are multiple issues that those 

imprisoned and/or their families have to 
grapple with all the time.  The conditions in 
prisons in Russia, occupied Crimea and 
Donbas are appalling, and the only chance 
that the men and women have of receiving 
vital medications, as well as edible food, 
comes in parcels from their families, as well 
in Crimea from members of the Crimean 
Tatar community.  This involves expense, 
but also a massive amount of time and 
effort, since the prisons will find any pre-
text to not accept such parcels.

Tetiana Matiushenko, whose husband 
Valery has been a hostage in the so-called 
“Donetsk people’s republic” since 2017, 
said that relatives have also needed to orga-
nize major work to the men’s barrack to 
make it habitable and pay for firewood or 
coal.  Probably the majority of political pris-
oners in occupied Crimea were the bread-
winners of the family, and many have sev-
eral children. While hostages and political 
prisoners are welcomed back at the highest 
level, and do have a short period of rehabil-
itation, most feel that they have been aban-
doned after that.  There are obstacles at 

Without having committed a crime, 400 Ukrainians  
imprisoned in Russia, occupied Crimea and Donbas

Putin’s obsession with Ukraine  
now threatens his own presidency

 COMMENTARY

Dear Editor:

Regarding Jaroslaw Martyniuk’s com-
mentary in the October 10 issue of The 
Weekly, let’s clear up some misnomers 
about Javelin missiles. 

The Javelin cannot be fired on its own; it 
relies on a launcher to calibrate the software 
that guides the missile. Although the Trump 
Administration supplied Ukraine with 367 
Javelins, it sent only 42 launchers. 37 were 
shipped with the first 210 missiles in 2018. 
Another five came with the second batch of 
157 missiles in 2019. 

By way of comparison, a U.S. Marine 
battalion (600 infantry) has 24 Javelin 
launchers. By way of further comparison, 
a U.S. Army mechanized battalion has 41 
Javelin launchers. 

With modern communications and sur-
veillance drones, a battalion can defend 
10-15 kilometers of frontage. Ukraine 
shares over 2,000 kilometers of border with 
the Russian Federation, of which 410 stretch 
along the line of confrontation in the 
Donbas. Even if all 42 Javelin launchers were 
released for front-line duty, these could 
equip no more than two battalions across at 
most 30 kilometers of front. In any case, the 
Javelin’s lethality increases when fired in 
concentrated volleys – as opposed to being 
spread out over a wide front. 

In summary, the sale of Javelins has been 
nothing but a symbolic show of support for 
Ukraine without substantive military 
impact. The Javelins provided domestic 
political cover for former President Donald 
Trump in deflecting allegations of Russian 
collusion. Former President Petro Poro-
shen ko and President Volodymyr Zelens-
kyy also gleaned domestic political capital 
from the receipt of 367 Javelins.

George M. Farion
Captain, USMC (retired)

Philadelphia

Dear Editor:

I  was disappointed by Bohdan 
Vitvitsky’s letter in the October 17 
issue of The Ukrainian Weekly criticiz-
ing Jaroslaw Martyniuk’s article in the 
October 10 issue of The Weekly by not 
addressing any of the issues he pre-
sented, but instead taking an opportu-
nity to propagandize typical Bidenista 
knee-jerk talking points. Mr. Martyniuk 
began his article by stating that both 
former President Donald Trump and 
President Joe Biden were poor presi-
dential candidates. However, it took 
some time to see which was worse. 
This in no way is an agitation for or an 
endorsement of Mr. Trump. If someone 
wants to prove that Mr. Biden is better 
for Ukraine than Mr. Trump, then let 
them do an analysis instead of relying 
on cheap smear shots.

After former President Barack Obama’s 
betrayal of Ukraine, what nuclear-armed 
country is going to give up its nukes based 
on the promises of American presidents?  
Based on what Mr. Trump did to the 
Kurds and what Mr. Biden did to our col-
laborators in Afghanistan, what sane peo-
ple would want to trust or collaborate 
with American presidents? Diverting our 
attention to COVID-19, which Mr. 
Martyniuk’s article did not address, only 
condemns the Democrats more.  They 
called Mr. Trump a xenophobic racist 
when he banned travel from China. When 
he used science and business to produce 
the first vaccines in history at warp speed, 
they condemned it and vowed to never 
take a Trump vaccine. And now they man-
date them!

Jaroslaw Sawka
Sterling Heights, Mich.

Knee-jerk smear tactics 
don’t work anymore

Clearing up misnomers 
on Javelins

 LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

(Continued on page 19)
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by Ihor N. Stelmach

It was not scoring a goal on the pitch – it 
was more pitching an assist toward achiev-
ing a goal.

One day before Ukraine’s September 1 
World Cup qualification 2-2 tie with 
Kazakhstan, Ukrainian national soccer 
team captain Andriy Yarmolenko conduct-
ed a press conference speaking in 
Ukrainian. Normally this would not raise 
eyebrows – a prominent athlete conversing 
in his native language seems normal. In 
Ukraine, however, the move was a remark-
able shift, considering the traditional domi-
nance the Russian language has had in the 
country’s culture, and specifically the role 
it has played in Ukrainian football. Indeed, 
Yarmolenko’s gesture had special meaning.

Yarmolenko himself seemed to recog-
nize the importance of his choice of lan-
guage. He was also unhesitant to acknowl-
edge the pressure facing other prominent 
people not totally confident in their 
Ukrainian language skills. Despite growing 
up speaking Ukrainian at home with his 
parents, he admitted he was still self-con-
scious about his Ukrainian, afraid he would 
be criticized for any grammatical mistakes 
or mixing in some words in Russian.

Yarmolenko is not the only Ukrainian 
soccer persona to speak Ukrainian with the 
press. New national team coach Oleksandr 
Petrakov followed Yarmolenko’s lead, 
speaking to the media in Ukrainian prior to 
his team’s match versus France in Kyiv. 
Next to him was a third Ukrainian-
speaking player, veteran national team 
goalkeeper Andriy Pyatov, who openly stat-
ed he would personally prefer that more 
national team players speak Ukrainian in 
the future.

The recent preference for the Ukrainian 
language among soccer stars is a sign of 
the times in a nation waging war, and one 
where patriotism is prevalent and lan-
guage has been a political issue for quite 
some time. That the language choices of 
Yarmolenko and his mates received such 
media coverage in itself highlights how 
marginalized the Ukrainian language 
remains in many parts of the country. The 
issue is amplified because Ukraine has 
been an independent nation for 30 years 
and Ukrainian is its only official language.

The marginalized status of the 
Ukrainian language is not a surprise. The 
Ukrainian language has been a target of 
Russian tsars and Soviet authorities as part 
of their strategies to destroy Ukrainian 
national identity and promote the 
Russification of Ukraine. Through too 
many decades, use of the Ukrainian lan-
guage was strongly restricted, with intel-
lectual and literary elites suffering censor-
ship, imprisonment, deportation or death.

While the Ukrainian language was being 
systemically suppressed, the Russian lan-
guage was simultaneously being elevated. 
Those living in tsarist or Soviet Ukraine 
who wanted to advance in politics, busi-
ness, education or society were required to 
speak Russian. It was the official language 
of government in every major Ukrainian 
town and city. Concurrently, Ukrainian was 
given a secondary and inferior status, as it 
was long considered a peasant tongue 
associated with rustic villagers.

Orange Revolution brings change

The Soviet collapse gave birth to change, 
which accelerated when Ukrainian became 

the official state language of a newly inde-
pendent Ukraine. Progress was slow until 
the 2004 Orange Revolution when then-
President Viktor Yushchenko ushered in 
an expanded role for the Ukrainian lan-
guage in contemporary Ukrainian society.

The language changeover has proven to 
be a monumental task. Several generations 
of modern Ukrainians grew up in a Russian 
language dominated world, with a majority 
claiming Russian as their native tongue. 
While it is true that knowledge of 
Ukrainian has always been widespread 
throughout the country, the standard of 
Ukrainian has usually been poor. Many 
Ukrainians still speak a dialect described as 
a mix of Ukrainian and Russian. Others, 
including soccer star Yarmolenko, are still 
self-conscious about their Ukrainian lan-
guage fluency.

Politics plays a significant role in the 
debate over language. In an ironic twist, 
while Russian has always been the domi-
nant imperial language in Ukraine, Russian 
speakers are now claiming they are being 
linguistically oppressed. They reference 
post-Soviet laws designed to promote the 
Ukrainian language, arguing these new 
policies are discriminating against millions 
of native Russian speakers in Ukraine. The 
ongoing political strength of the language 
issue gained major attention in 2014, 
when the Kremlin weaponized the Russian 
language in an effort to justify their mili-
tary seizure of Crimea and subsequent 
intervention in eastern Ukraine. While 
Moscow blatantly championed the cause 
of Ukraine’s allegedly downtrodden 
Russian speakers, Ukrainians became 
afraid to speak Russian in case Russian 
President Vladimir Putin sent tanks to 
“protect” them.

Today, in 2021, it has become obvious 
that Mr. Putin’s decision to utilize the lan-
guage issue has backfired on him. In linking 
his imperial aggression to the defense of 
Russian speakers, he has tarnished the lan-
guage and put Ukrainian proponents of 
greater Russian language rights under a 
dark cloud of suspicion. Mr. Putin’s decision 
has also sped up the revival of the 
Ukrainian language that began with the 
nation’s independence in 1991. In reaction 
to Russia’s aggression in 2014, the 
Ukrainian government has legislated laws 
fortifying the status of the Ukrainian lan-
guage in areas ranging from the arts and 
education to the media and service sectors. 
A majority of the Ukrainian populace sup-
port these measures, with some 60 percent 
of Ukrainians backing language quotas for 
television and radio stations, while clear 
majorities in all regions of the country 
favor the use of Ukrainian in educational 
institutions and by state officials.

The recent decision by some of the 
nation’s soccer stars to speak Ukrainian in 
their public appearances is the latest sym-
bolic step of a wide renaissance of the 
Ukrainian language. Shunned to the mar-
gins of Ukrainian society and willingly 
downgraded for centuries, the Ukrainian 
language is now thriving as a result of 
Ukraine’s nation-building progress com-
bined with the drastic consequences of 
Russian aggression. Second class status for 
the Ukrainian language is becoming more 
and more a thing of the past.

In shift from previous generations, Ukraine’s 
soccer stars now prefer speaking Ukrainian

 COMMENTARY

I don’t envy Joe Biden, now eight months 
in office. No president in my lifetime (I was 
born in 1947) has faced as many problems 
coming in. Consider the following:

The worst health crisis since the Spanish 
Flu in 1918: when Mr. Biden took the oath, 
tens of millions of Americans had already 
been infected by COVID-19 and half a mil-
lion had died. Although subsiding, the crisis 
continues as millions reject vaccination – 
many for purely political reasons.

The worst economy since the Great 
Depression: America lost 10 million jobs in 
the final year of the Trump Administration; 
there was double digit unemployment; and 
now there’s a supply chain bottleneck at 
our ports with subsequent inflation.

American prestige at an historic low: in a 
humiliation America had never before seen, 
scores of world leaders at the UN General 
Assembly openly laughed at a U.S. president.

Foreign policy challenges: Former 
President Donald Trump’s rejection of for-
mer President Barack Obama’s Iran 
Nuclear deal puts that country much closer 
to a hydrogen bomb; North Korea’s nuclear 
program continues apace; despite Mr. 
Trump’s deference to Russian President 
Vladimir Putin (or perhaps because of), the 
crisis in Crimea and Ukraine’s East remains 
unresolved; Russian cyber-attacks abound; 
NATO’s very existence was questioned.

Climate catastrophes: massive forest fires 
in the west; a deadly heat wave in the Pacific 
Northwest; disastrous drought in the 
Southwest; hurricanes, floods, tornadoes 
like we’ve never seen before – all costing 
hundreds of billions of dollars and untold 
deaths. Dismissing overwhelming evidence, 
the previous administration denied there’s a 
climate problem and withdrew the U.S. from 
efforts to address the global crisis.

Finally, there was the assault on the U.S. 
Capitol, when Mr. Trump tried to stop certi-
fication of Mr. Biden’s victory, arguably the 
darkest moment in American democracy.

So, here’s how dire things are: Mr. 
Trump is the first losing candidate in U.S. 
presidential election history to refuse to 
concede, claiming he won “in a landslide” 
even as he trailed Mr. Biden by nearly 7 mil-
lion votes. Millions have accepted “the Big 
Lie.” Having clearly lost, Mr. Trump ordered 
outgoing officials not to cooperate with the 
transition, again the only president to do 
so. The Biden Administration had to start 
from scratch, not knowing what policies 
were in motion; what problems loomed, 
putting them months behind with predict-
able shortfalls.

Now the future of American democracy 
itself is at stake. General Mark Milley, chair-
man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, is reported 
to have feared “a Reichstag moment,” com-
paring Mr. Trump’s rejection of the election 
outcome and attack on the Capitol to Adolf 
Hitler’s 1933 attack on Germany’s parlia-
ment as a pretext for a Nazi dictatorship. 
Many others see parallels to the November 
1917 Bolshevik coup which led to horrors 
that Ukrainians know all too well. Indeed, 
Holodomor historian Anne Applebaum ear-
lier wrote that “Bolshevism is back and we 
should be worried.”

I certainly am.  Lenin, his party in the 
minority, adopted the moniker “Bolshevik” 
(“Majority”). Mr. Trump, having decisively 

lost the 2020 election, declared himself “the 
Majority.” Like Lenin’s attack on the Russian 
Duma in the “October Revolution,” Mr. 
Trump, in an attempt to seize power, 
orchestrated an assault on the seat of repre-
sentative government resulting in 150 inju-
ries to the police, five deaths and hundreds 
of arrests. Like Stalin, Mr. Trump now 
demands total obedience from his party and 
acceptance of whatever his current “line” 
might be. One day “A,” the next day or even 
an hour later, “B.” An appalling number of 
Americans have bought into the Trump 
Personality Cult and go along. Borrowing 
Stalin’s words, Mr. Trump condemns oppo-
nents as “Enemies of the People.”

Fortunately, this is America not Russia, 
and Mr. Trump’s coup attempt failed. 
Information, however, is coming out now 
regarding how close we came to an over-
throw of the 2020 election. But for the stal-
wart defense of democracy by Republican 
officials in Georgia, Arizona, Michigan, etc., as 
well as patriotic Justice Department employ-
ees, Pentagon leaders, judges, others, 
America might have succumbed to autocracy.

It still could: efforts are underway to 
replace honest officials in Republican-run 
jurisdictions with malleable appointees 
open to overturning the will of the elector-
ate in coming elections if that confers power 
to the Republican Party and returns Mr. 
Trump to the White House. It’s alarming 
that the majority of GOP elected officials 
today are actively complicit or silent, with 
only a small but hopefully growing number 
warning about the threat to America’s dem-
ocratic experiment. Several conservative 
columnists and a handful of current and for-
mer Republican elected officials are urging 
their compatriots to resist and vote a 
straight Democratic ticket. One of those 
leaders is former New Jersey Governor and 
George W. Bush cabinet secretary Christine 
Todd Whitman. Put America before party, 
she urges. Rep. Anthony Gonzalez (R-Ohio), 
son of Cuban immigrants, put out the same 
message. So has Liz Cheney, daughter of 
Republican leader Dick Cheney, and Sen. Bill 
Cassidy (R-La.).

As for Mr. Biden, his hands are full cop-
ing with the economy, foreign policy, con-
tinuing health and climate crises, while fac-
ing a cynical campaign in Congress and a 
number of states to block his efforts; he 
faces challenges even on raising the debt 
ceiling, to meet obligations Congress made 
with Mr. Trump’s tax cuts, and the COVID-
19 relief bill to therefore avoid economic 
catastrophe. Seemingly adopting Lenin’s 
tactic summed up by his slogan, “The 
worse things are, the better for us” many 
adversaries of Mr. Biden’s in Congress 
refuse to vote for that, looking to legislative 
roadblock, even if it leads to undermining 
the economy and social order.

That’s no way to serve our country. I’m a 
Democrat, but when Republicans were in 
power I accepted that we all have a stake in 
America’s future and, for the sake of our chil-
dren and posterity, I prayed for the other 
party’s success. I wish every American would 
do the same on behalf of President Biden.

As for Ukraine, I remember when U.S. 
policy consisted of speeches, proclamations 
and photo opportunities, but zero budget 
or engagement. Now, Ukraine is an impor-
tant ally, receiving generous economic, mili-

Dire challenges

Andrew Fedynsky’s e-mail address is  
afedynsky@gmail.com.

Ihor Stelmach may be reached at iman@
sfgsports.com.

  by Andrew Fedynsky

(Continued on page 19)
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of a Russian retail chain operating in 
Ukraine, while further decisions were 
made to reconcile the list of those designat-
ed as high-ranking members of mafia 
groups.

The sanctions coincided with Russia’s 
belated month-long national population 
census, including on Ukraine’s Crimean 
Peninsula, which was forcibly seized in 
early 2014. Kyiv, Washington and Brussels 
have condemned the census as another 
step to hack away at Ukraine’s sovereignty.

After the NSDC meeting that President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy chaired, his office 
announced that the defense document 
addresses “the challenges facing the 
Ukrainian state, in particular, [it] defines the 
interaction of state authorities in the event 
of aggravation of the security situation.”

Ukraine has been it at war since 2014 on 
multiple fronts ever since being invaded by 
Russia. Those fronts range from conven-
tional warfare in eastern Ukraine, to cyber 
and informational-propaganda attacks, 
energy coercion and diplomatic subversion 
at international institutions.

Regarding the defense plan, Mr. Oleksiy, 
the NSDC chief, said at a briefing that it is 
“the first such document since indepen-
dence.”

A separate strategy for information 
security was also approved at the meeting.

“They [Russia] use the media to influ-
ence our Ukraine, our people. Such a strate-
gy was discussed and adopted today at a 
meeting of the NSDC,” Mr. Danilov said.

Ukraine’s expansive sanctions law has 
been in force since August 2014.

“Grounds for sanctions are [derived 
from] actions by people who create real or 
potential threats to the national interests, 
national security, sovereignty and territori-
al integrity of Ukraine, [and] promoting ter-
rorist activities and/or violating human or 
civil rights and freedoms, public and 
national interests” are subject to sanctions, 
according to GoLaw, an international law 
firm with offices in Berlin and Kyiv.

Duma elections

Exactly 237 individuals face asset freez-
es and travel bans for their role during the 
September 17-19 elections to Russia’s 
lower legislative chamber. Particularly, 33 
candidates and 54 members of the so-
called election commissions in the occu-
pied parts of the Luhansk and Donetsk 
regions, as well as Crimea, were sanctioned.

A day after the three-day vote in Russia, 
the Verkhovna Rada adopted a resolution 
to not recognize the outcome of the State 
Duma elections, deeming them “illegiti-
mate.”

The U.S., the European Union, Great 
Britain and Turkey subsequently did not 
recognize the outcome of the elections in 
Crimea.

Voting in the occupied territories was 
enabled by what officials in Kyiv call delib-
erate “passportization” in violation of the 
Geneva Conventions that govern warfare.

The United Nations has documented the 
coerced conferment of Russian passports 
on the Crimean Peninsula, and Ukraine’s 
human rights ombudswoman, Lyudmyla 
Denisova, says the same is happening in the 
Donbas.

More than 650,000 Ukrainians in the 
occupied parts of the Donetsk and Luhansk 
regions have received Russian passports as 
of late September. And about 150,000 votes 
from that area were cast during the Duma 
elections, according to Russian state news 
agency TASS.

“Russia uses mass-passportization as a 
form of annexing populations without nec-
essarily declaring the annexation of the ter-

ritory to Russia,” the Washington-based 
Jamestown Foundation wrote last month.

Russia canvasses Crimea in census

Ukraine furthermore is worried that 
Russia’s population census that is encom-
passing Crimea will further chip away at its 
territorial integrity.

Delayed several times due to the ongo-
ing COVID-19 pandemic, Russia’s last two 
post-Soviet censuses were conducted in 
2002 and 2010.

Analysts and officials in Kyiv say the cen-
sus is essentially another sham referendum 
on the political leanings of the peninsula’s 
residents because its demographic compo-
sition has drastically changed since the 
region was illegally annexed in 2014.

Thousands of Crimean residents have 
left – mostly ethnic Crimean Tatars and 
Ukrainians. Meanwhile, more than 200,000 
Russians have been resettled to the penin-
sula since then, according to official data 
from the occupying authorities at the Office 
of the Federal State Statistics Service for 
Crimea and Sevastopol.

In addition, thousands of Crimean resi-
dents have been conscripted to the army 
and shipped to mainland Russia while 
Crimea has been heavily militarized since 
2014 with mainland troops.

“The United States condemns Russia’s 

census in occupied Crimea as yet another 
attempt to undermine Ukraine’s indepen-
dence, sovereignty and territorial integrity,” 
U.S. State Department spokesperson Ned 
Price tweeted on October 16.

Ukraine’s Foreign Affairs Ministry said 
the census is an attempt to further “legiti-
mize” Russia’s “attempted annexation” of 
Crimea and expand its legislation beyond 
its borders.

The EU has also has made similar state-
ments regarding Russia’s census.

Russia supermarket chain

Mere, a low-cost Russian grocery store 
operating in Ukraine, will no longer be able 

to stay open in the country since it does 
business in Crimea, Mr. Danilov of the NSDC 
said.

In previous statements made publicly, he 
said the chain, owned by Krasnoyarsk-
based brothers Sergey and Andrey Schneider 
through parent company Svetofor, “are not 
welcome” in the country.

Two stores were reported in August to 
operate in the southeastern Dnipropet-
rovsk region, but Mr. Danilov said the last 
remaining store is in the Kyiv regional town 
of Bila Tserkva, despite the company hav-
ing announced plans to open up to 40 out-
lets in the country by the end of the year.

“The Mere company no longer has the 
right to do business [in Ukraine],” the NSDC 
chief said.

Mafia list

Mr. Danilov added that 108 individuals 
had been mistakenly included in a previous 
sanctions list compiled of alleged high-level 
organized crime group members. They 
have since been removed, he said, while 
adding that the Interior Ministry will work 
to reconcile an updated list.

On May 14, the NSDC imposed personal 
sanctions on 557 so-called “thieves-in-law” 
as they are known in the criminal under-
ground world of Ukraine, Belarus and 
Russia, as well as the Caucuses.

(Continued from page 1)

National Security...

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy 
Office of the President of Ukraine
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“agreement’s” political clauses, but she did 
not progress too far in that effort. From May 
2015 until almost the end of the Obama 
Administration in the fall of 2016, Ms. 
Nuland operated the U.S. side of a bilateral 
channel of negotiation with Vladislav Surkov 
(Mr. Kozak’s predecessor on Ukrainian 
affairs in Russia’s presidential administra-

tion). Ms. Nuland and Mr. Surkov held sever-
al meetings, of which three became known, 
and did not achieve results either. No U.S. 
negotiator is involved at present, whether in 
an existing group format or as a special 
envoy. Kyiv has been pleading for the United 
States to join the Normandy format or for a 
U.S. negotiator to mediate between Ukraine 
and Russia or, alternatively, interact bilater-
ally with a Russian counterpart.

Some speculation exists in Ukraine that 
the United States may before long decide to 

enter the negotiations on the Donbas con-
flict, not in the Normandy format but on a 
bilateral basis with Russia. In this view, the 
U.S. and Russia could stabilize the situation 
in short order, ensure de-escalation and 
stabilization and, on that basis, introduce a 
political solution. In that case, the “sidelin-
ing” of the Donbas problem could take the 
legal-political form of a special status as per 
the Minsk “agreement.” Such a scenario 
would, however, only “conserve” a precari-
ous, insecure situation.

It is a common observation that the Biden 
Administration views its relations with 
Russia in part through the prism of the U.S.-
China contest. To focus attention and 
resources on that contest, the administra-
tion calls for “stable and predictable rela-
tions with Russia.” Concurrently, it seeks 
Russia’s cooperation on problems that affect 
the U.S. and various allies considerably more 
than they affect Russia – e.g., Iranian and 
North Korean nuclear and missile prolifera-
tion or turmoil in parts of the Middle East.

Major challenges and threats, however, 
originate for the most part in Russia itself: 
disinformation operations, extortionist 
cyber-hacking, instrumentalized energy 
dependencies, dangerous and threatening 
military exercises, ongoing warfare in 
Ukraine, seizures of territory from neigh-
boring countries, military operations in the 
Middle East and Africa, militarization of the 
Arctic, Russia’s hand in Venezuela’s collapse. 
Nevertheless, the Biden Administ ration 
apparently hopes for Russia to cooperate 
with U.S. priorities that Russia does not nec-
essarily or fully share – e.g., a new strategic 
arms treaty and ambitious climate goals.

The official phrase that “We seek stable, 
predictable relations with Russia,” launched 
at the time of Joseph Biden and Vladimir 
Putin’s June 2021 summit in Geneva, and 
heavily used as a talking point by state offi-
cials since then, is unfit for purpose. This 
phrase asks Russia, in effect, to voluntarily 
give up its strategic and tactical competitive 
advantages. Asking Russia to give up these 
amounts almost to supplication. Practically, 
it conveys a plea that one cannot cope with 
Russia’s operational tempo. Russia looks 
poised to go on thriving on instability and 
unpredictability.

The article above is reprinted from 
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from 
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation, 
www.jamestown.org.

(Continued from page 2)

The Kremlin... Part 2
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partner states in the face of what he called 
Russia’s “aggression.” The visit comes amid 
continued fighting between Ukrainian gov-
ernment forces and Russia-backed separat-
ists in a conflict that has claimed more than 
13,200 lives since April 2014. The war in 
eastern Ukraine erupted after Moscow’s 
annexation of Ukraine’s Crimean Peninsula 
in March 2014 – a move condemned by the 
international community. “Russia started 
this war and Russia is the obstacle to a 
peaceful resolution,” Mr. Austin said at a 
joint press conference with Ukrainian 
Defense Minister Andriy Taran, adding: “We 
will continue to do everything we can to 

support Ukraine’s efforts to develop a capa-
bility to defend itself and protect its sover-
eign territory.” Asked about Moscow’s fierce 
objections to Ukraine’s entry into NATO, Mr. 
Austin said “no third country has a veto 
over NATO’s membership decisions.” 
Ukraine “has a right to decide its own future 
foreign policy and we expect that they will 
be able to do that without any outside inter-
ference,” he added. Mr. Taran said that Kyiv 
expects the United States will “continue to 
support our independence, our territorial 
integrity and will prevent Russia from fur-
ther aggression with all possible means.” 
Earlier in the day, Mr. Austin said he and Mr. 
Taran discussed “how we plan to implement 
the U.S.-Ukraine Strategic Defense 
Framework” signed when the defense min-
ister and President Volodymyr Zelenskyy 

traveled to Washington less than two 
months ago. The Biden Administration also 
pledged to provide Ukraine with an addi-
tional $60 million in military aid, which 
would bring the total U.S. aid for this year 
alone to more than $400 million. Mr. 
Austin’s visit is meant to underline 
Washington’s support of Kyiv in the conflict 
in eastern Ukraine, and will also serve as 
“an opportunity to discuss Ukraine’s prog-
ress with the implementation of defense 
and defense industry reforms needed to 
advance its Euro-Atlantic aspirations,” 
according to the Pentagon. “We are encour-
aging their defense reforms to enable their 
resilience in the face of this Russian aggres-
sion,” a senior U.S. defense official said, 
according to AFP. “We need to enhance 
Ukraine’s civilian control of the military,” the 
official also said. After Ukraine, Mr. Austin 
was scheduled to travel to Romania before 
heading to the NATO defense ministerial 
meeting in Brussels on October 21-22. 
(RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service)

Separatists stopping monitors from leaving base

The Organization for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) says a group 
of its monitors overseeing a fragile cease-
fire in eastern Ukraine have been barred 
from leaving their base by Kremlin-backed 
separatists who are seeking the release of 
an officer held by Ukrainian government 
forces. The pan-European security body 
deployed its Special Monitoring Mission to 
Ukraine (OSCE SMM) in 2014 to report on 
the security situation in the eastern Donetsk 
and Luhansk regions and facilitate dialogue 
in a conflict between Ukrainian government 
forces and the separatists that has claimed 
more than 13,200 lives. Sporadic fighting is 
continuing despite a new cease-fire deal, 
which came into force in July 2020. The 
OSCE SMM said in a statement late on 
October 17 that the vehicle gates of its 
patrol base in the separatist-controlled 

(Continued on page 13)
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Raymond was an active participant in many 
organizations of the Pittsburgh community. 
He was president of Branch 96 of the Ukrainian 
National Association, during which time he 
chaired and co-chaired two UNA Regular 
Conventions. He served for many years as 
president of the Ukrainian Selfreliance Federal 
Credit Union, and he was legal counsel and 
Executive Committee member of the Ukrainian 
Nationality Room Committee at the University of 
Pittsburgh.

Raymond was the son of the late Anna and 
Michael Komichak. His father was best known 
as the popular host of the Ukrainian Radio Program, which Michael 
produced for 65 years over radio station WPIT. Upon his father’s passing 
in 2014, Raymond continued the broadcast for yet another five years.

In addition, Raymond was involved in several cultural organizations. In 
his younger days, he danced for many years with the Poltava Ukrainian 
Folk Ensemble. Having been blessed with the most amazing and 
booming bass voice, he was a dedicated member of the St. John the 
Baptist Ukrainian Catholic Church choir on the Southside of Pittsburgh, 
and more recently of the Holy Trinity Church choir in Carnegie.

He was a 1970 graduate of the University of Pittsburgh. In 1973 
he earned a Juris Doctor degree from Georgetown University Law 
Center. During his long career as an attorney, Raymond was credited 
with elevating laws and mandates within his scope of corporate law. 
Ultimately, he became Vice President and General Counsel of AAA East 
Central. Moreover, he served his country for 27 years in the US Army 
Reserve, rising to the rank of Lieutenant Colonel.

As a husband, father, brother and uncle, Raymond was the family’s rock. 
He was always mindful of the needs of his family. He enjoyed providing 
for those he loved without ever wanting or asking for anything in return. 
His jokes made all those around him laugh, and even though his humor 
was a tad dry and esoteric, it always made moments light. Raymond 
also loved to drive cars and golf balls. He visited nearly every state in 
the continental US, and planned to travel more with his beloved wife, 
Jaroslawa. Although his health had begun to decline, his sudden death 
will leave a hole in the hearts of his family, especially his daughter and his 
wife, and all of those who knew him.

Remaining in deep sorrow are:
wife            - Jaroslawa of 51 years
daughter    - Alexandra “Olesya” Komichak of Scottsdale, AZ
brother         - Markian (Lucy) Komichak of Broadview Heights, OH
brother         - Michael J. (Daria) Komichak of Chatham, NJ
nieces           - Andrea (Zenon) Mural, Bohdana Komichak, 

       Julianna (Alex) Sanchez
sister-in-law  - Halya (Yurij) Polatajko Kozub of Toronto, Canada.

Funeral and interment services were held on Friday, August 27, 2021, at 
Holy Trinity Ukrainian Catholic Church, Carnegie, PA. He was laid to rest at 
St. John the Baptist Ukrainian Catholic Church Cemetery, Pittsburgh, PA.

Donations in memory of Raymond may be made to The Ukrainian 
Bandurist Chorus of North America.

Вічна Йому Пам’ять! 

With deep sorrow we announce that 

Raymond (Roman) Michael 
Komichak

of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, passed away tragically 
on August 21, 2021, at the age of 72. 

Run your advertisement here, 
in The Ukrainian Weekly’s CLASSIFIEDS section.

PROFESSIONALS

TO PLACE YOUR AD CALL WALTER HONCHARYk (973) 292-9800 x3040
or e-mail  advertising@ukrweekly.com

SERVICES

OPPORTUNITIES

Earn Extra incomE!
The Ukrainian Weekly is looking 

for advertising sales agents.
For additional information contact  

Walter Honcharyk, Advertising Manager,  
The Ukrainian Weekly, 973-292-9800, ext 3040.

KULINSKI MEMORIALS
809 SOUTH MAIN STREET • MANVILLE, NJ 08835

• Serving Ukrainian families for over 60 years
• Over 40 granite colors to choose from
• Custom etchings
• House appointments available
• Serving the tri-state area
• 5 minutes from St. Andrew Ukrainian Cemetery  
   in South Bound Brook, NJ

Tel. 800-458-5467  •  908-722-3130  •  Fax 908-253-0027
KulinskiMemorials@msn.com  •  KulinskiMemorials.com

Михайло Козюпа
Ліцензований Продавець

Страхування Життя
Michael Koziupa
Licensed Life Insurance Agent  

Ukrainian National Assn., Inc.

973-723-4387
mkoziupa@outlook.com

МАРІЯ ДРИЧ
Ліцензований Продавець

Страхування Життя
МАRІA DRICH

Licensed Life Insurance Agent 
  Ukrainian National Assn., Inc.

2200 Route 10, Parsippany, NJ 07054
Tel.: 973-292-9800 ext. 3035
e-mail: mdrich@unainc.org

LAW OFFICES OF  
ZENON B. MASNYJ, ESQ.___________________
In the East Village since 1983

Serious personal injury, real estate 
for personal and business use,  

representation of small and mid-
size businesses, divorce, wills and 

probate (New York matters only).

(By Appointment Only)

140 Second Avenue
New York, NY 10003

212-477-3002
zbmasnyj@verizon.net

If 212-477-3002 landline busy, 
please call 201-247-2413



13THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY      SUNDAY, OCTOBER 24, 2021No. 43

town of Horlivka in the Donetsk region had 
been locked with a chain and padlock. The 
owner of the hotel where a so-called 
Forward Patrol Base is located informed 
SMM staff that they will be “prevented from 
leaving the premises,” citing “orders from 
the ‘mayor’ of Horlivka,” according to the 
statement. Then, at 5 p.m. local time, two 
men told the SMM staff that they would not 
be allowed to leave the hotel premises until 
the captured officer was freed. The separat-
ists could not immediately be reached for 
comment. They claim the officer, named 
Andrei Kosyak, was captured by the 
Ukrainian military near the front line last 
week while he was helping to oversee the 
cease-fire. But Ukraine’s Defense Ministry 
describes Mr. Kosyak as being part of a 
group of Russian servicemen who have car-
ried out an undercover reconnaissance mis-
sion. The SMM called for the removal of any 
obstacles to the freedom of movement of its 
observers. The conflict in eastern Ukraine 
erupted after Moscow’s seizure of Ukraine’s 
Crimean Peninsula – a move condemned by 
the international community. (RFE/RL, with 
reporting by Reuters and RFE/RL’s 
Ukrainian Service)

Ukraine fulfills conditions for IMF tranche

Ukraine has fulfilled all the prior condi-
tions for receiving a $700 million tranche 
from the International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) under the Stand-By Arrangement 
(SBA). On October 19 the Verkhovna Rada 
adopted the laws necessary to continue 
cooperation, said Oleh Ustenko, an adviser 
to the president of Ukraine on economic 
issues. “Everything has been done for this 
tranche, the details of the memorandum are 
being coordinated with the IMF. After agree-
ing to it, everything will be completely ready 
for the issue to be brought up to a meeting 
of the board of directors,” Mr. Ustenko said 
to Interfax-Ukraine on October 20. The pre-
vious day, the Ukrainian parliament adopt-
ed a number of laws necessary for Ukraine 
to secure the tranche, in particular, the law 
on the independence of the National Bank 
and amendments to the law on the National 

Anticorruption Bureau of Ukraine (NABU). 
“Thus, the Ukrainian issue can be brought 
up at the next meetings of the Board of 
Directors of the Fund. We look forward to a 
positive decision, namely, the receipt of a 
new tranche in Ukraine and a decision to 
extend the program until July 2022. This 
gives Ukraine the opportunity to fully 
choose what is reserved for the state – fund-
ing of $5 billion, which is very atypical for 
Ukraine,” Mr. Ustenko said. He clarified that 
in case of a positive decision of the board of 
directors, funding will come in a few days. 
Earlier, Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy announced that the agreements 
reached with the IMF on the first revision of 
the Stand-By Arrangement program (SBA) 
will be approved in November. A staff-level 
agreement should pave the way for consid-
eration of the first revision of the SBA and a 
request for an extension of the program by 
the IMF’s board of directors. The agree-
ment, as well as the authorities’ request to 
extend the program, must be approved by 
the Fund’s management and the IMF’s 
board of directors. In June 2020, the IMF 
approved a stand-by program for Kyiv with 
a total of about $5 billion, immediately allo-
cating the first tranche of financing in the 
amount of $2.1 billion. Four revisions of the 
program’s conditions were planned for the 
allocation of the remaining four tranches. 
However, the agreed schedule was violated, 
and funding was suspended due to 
Ukraine’s failure to fulfill a number of obli-
gations. (Interfax Ukraine)

Additional humanitarian aid announced

EU Special Representative for Human 
Rights Eamon Gilmore, during his visit to 
eastern Ukraine, announced the allocation 
of an additional EUR 3.5 million in humani-
tarian aid to support vulnerable groups of 
the population, in particular the elderly. 
“During his visit to eastern Ukraine, Eamon 
Gilmore announced an additional EUR 3.5 
million in humanitarian aid. This money 
will notably help the most vulnerable, such 
as elderly people, to access essential sup-
port and prepare for winter,” the EU 
Delegation to Ukraine said on Twitter. As 
reported on the website of the EU 
Delegation to Ukraine, Mr. Gilmore visited 
Kramatorsk. He said the European Union 

(Continued from page 12)
NEWSBRIEFS

Halyna was born in the village of Okhmatkiv, 
in Western Ukraine. When she reached six 
years of age, her family, along with many 
hundreds of thousands of Ukrainians, fled 
their homeland to go west, away from the 
approaching communists. Her father, Archyp, 
mother, Maria, as well as her brother, Yarema, 
survived by living in a forest for several 
months, then in temporary settlements in 
the Carpathian Mountains and Regensburg, 
Germany, prior to making their way to America. 
The family settled in Hamtramck, Mich., 
where Halyna attended Sacred Heart School 
and Pershing High School. She loved singing 
in choirs, swimming, tennis and Ukrainian folk 
dancing, and she was active in the Ukrainian 
community’s scouting organization, «Plast.» 
She married at age 18 and had three children with her former spouse, 
also from Ukraine.

Halyna was eventually able to pursue her lifelong dream of studying 
fine arts and art education. Mychajlo Dmytrenko and Edward (EKO) 
Kozak, two of the Ukrainian-American diaspora’s most famous painters, 
were her first art teachers. However, it was David Barr (a well-known 
sculptor and art professor from Michigan) whom Halyna credited as the 
most influential person in her art and life. Halyna went on to receive 
her Bachelors in Fine Arts from Wayne State University. As part of her 
continued education she made several trips to Europe, both as a student 
and later a teacher, where she dove into the study of art antiquity. She 
was particularly drawn to the mosaics, frescos, and paintings of ancient 
Italy, Greece, and Spain and was fascinated by the Britain’s prehistoric 
sites, Stonehenge and Avebury. These journeys and experiences had an 
indelible impact on her own art and life.

Later, Halyna went on to share her love of art with the students at St. 
Paul School in Grosse Pointe, Mich., where she taught for over 20 years. 
Halyna was a professional artist in the Detroit metro area, and took 
part in many group and solo art exhibits in Michigan, as well as many 
other Ukrainian communities across the US, Canada and Italy. Although 
her work was diverse and extended into many art forms, Halyna was 
best known for her Byzantine icons and angels, as well as her original 
paintings incorporating Eastern mandalas, spirals, circles and other 
ancient symbols and archetypes. In her most recent artist statement, 
Halyna described the reason why she was drawn to these themes: «We all 
live and move within our own circle of life. We want balance, we yearn for 
meaning, we want to become whole. This ever-evolving process serves 
to inspire my work. The end is the beginning. To finish the Mandala is to 
continue the journey. It is this spiritual quest that is my eternal voyage.»

In 2014, Halyna moved from Detroit to Portland to be closer to her 
daughters Natalia and Darka and their families. She enjoyed trips to the 
Oregon Coast and the Columbia Gorge but what she loved most of all 
was going out to eat with her family and gifting everyone at the table 
with unforgettable and often humorous gifts.

Halyna is survived by her three children: Daughter Natalia and 
husband Mike Burgess; daughter Darka and husband Miroslav Stebiwka; 
son Andrew Konopada; brother Yarema and wife Laryssa Cisaruk; 
grandchildren Olenka Burgess, Stefan Konopada, and Lesya Konopada; 
nieces Lydia Cisaruk and Katrina Rakowsky, as well as family in Ukraine 
and across the world - all of whom she loved and touched deeply.

May her passionate spirit live on forever in all of our hearts.

With deep sorrow we announce that 

Halyna Cisaruk 
mother, artist, teacher, and friend, born on October 2,1937, 

died in her sleep on August 5, 2021 in Portland, Oregon. 

Mrs. Shuya was a proud UNA Branch Secretary for 38 years. 

The Executive Committee and the entire UNA membership 
wish to express their deepest sympathy to daughter Marta 
Shuya-Belkairous and son George Shuya, to many loving 

grandchildren and great grandchildren, and to the extended 
family in the US, Canada and Ukraine.

Mrs. Shuya was a very active, long-time supporter of the UNA. Her 
dedication to the Ukrainian National Association will not be forgotten.

Вічна Їй пам’ять!

The Executive Committee 
of the 

Ukrainian National Association 
regrets to announce to the members 
of the General Assembly, to members 

of UNA Branch 452 and to the 
UNA membership-at-large, that 

Natalie (Natalka) Shuya
(June 9, 1934 – September 28, 2021)

Secretary of Branch 452, East Chicago, IN,
passed away on September 28, 20211. 

DEATH ANNOUNCEMENTS should be sent to the 
Advertising Department by e-mail to advertising@ukrweekly.com or by fax 
to 973-644-9510.  Deadline: Tuesday noon before the newspaper’s date of 
issue.  For further information call 973-292-9800, ext. 3040.

supports the people of Ukraine, including 
vulnerable populations in the context of the 
conflict and the COVID-19 pandemic. He 
added that the humanitarian aid is a key ele-
ment of their support. According to the mis-
sion, due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the 
humanitarian situation has worsened, 
which has led to even greater instability and 
vulnerability of the population. Additional 
funding, in particular, will help individuals 
gain access to medicine and basic necessi-
ties, as well as prepare for the coming win-
ter. The EU stressed that they will support 
people in the east of Ukraine as much as 
they need, but only the establishment of 
permanent peace can provide a real solu-
tion to the problem. Aid will go to vulnera-
ble population on both sides of the contact 
line, the message said. In 2021, the 
European Commission allocated EUR 29 
million in humanitarian aid for eastern 
Ukraine. Since the beginning of the conflict, 

the European Union has allocated EUR 194 
million to help people in Ukraine. (Interfax 
Ukraine)

Ukraine wants explanation from Apple

The Ukrainian Foreign Affairs Ministry 
has instructed the Ukrainian Embassy in 
the United States to contact Apple to find 
out why Crimea is depicted as part of 
Russia in the Apple Music app, Ukrainian 
Foreign Affairs Ministry spokesperson Oleh 
Nikolenko said. “The Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs has already instructed the Ukrainian 
Embassy in the United States to contact 
Apple to sort out this situation,” Mr. 
Nikolenko told Interfax-Ukraine on October 
20. He recalled that the resolutions of the 
UN General Assembly clearly require all 
parties to refrain from actions that could 
call into question the status of Crimea as an 
integral part of the territory of Ukraine. 
(Interfax Ukraine)
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An impromptu reunion of Ukrainian emigres seven decades in the making
by Andrij W. Chornodolsky

PHOENIXVILLE, Pa. – Most reunions are 
typically times when families celebrate 
milestones or when they gather to cele-
brate a family member’s graduation from 
an educational institution, whether high 
school or college. On a recent beautiful 
summer Saturday, however, an unusual 
reunion took place.

Gathered at the home of Taras and Olya 
Bodnarczuk near Harrisburg, Pa., six indi-
viduals who shared common journeys to 
America held their own impromptu 
reunion. Over 70 years ago, the Bodnar-
czuk’s arrived in Boston Harbor on the 
USAT Willard A. Holbrook.  Coincidentally, 
two of the other individuals at the reunion 
– Lesia Worona and Nadia Maria Dumenko 
– also came to the United States aboard the 
USAT Willard A. Holbrook, though they got 
off in New York Harbor at Ellis Island 
before the ship sailed on to Boston.

Luba Chornodoslky, who later married 
this author, and Ms. Bodnarczuk, who mar-
ried Taras Bodnarczuk, had in common 
that Ms. Bodnarczuk’s parents also arrived 
in New York, though aboard the USAT 
General Harry Taylor, while Ms. Chorno-
dolsky and her twin brother, Petro, also 
arrived in New York at Ellis Island with 
their father, Michael Kuzminsky, who was 
widowed 18 months earlier.

Over 70 years later, the group learned of 
their different connections during a casual 
conversation at the Bodnarczuk’s get-
together. Although all were under the age of 
five when they traveled from Ukraine, each 
had memories to share.

They learned that, not only had some 
members of the group traveled to the U.S. 
aboard the same ships, but they came from 
the same parts of Ukraine. It was revealed 
that Ms. Worona and Ms. Dumenko were 
from Zolochiw, this author’s father’s home-
town. The individuals all exchanged bits of 
information about Zolochiw handed down 
from their parents.

For example, they recalled an episode 
when, days prior to the journey, two of the 
individuals who were children at the time 
managed to wander off and get lost in the 
hectic hubbub of the final prep for the jour-
ney to America, causing great trauma to 
their parents.

Also, Ms. Worona and this author 
recalled horrible storms during their cross-
ing and the resulting widespread seasick-
ness. Mr. Chornodolsky shared his recollec-
tion of the loss of his only outer coat on the 
first day on board the ship. The coat was 
found under other coats upon arrival in 
Boston. On board, the men and women 
were separated on different levels of the 
troop-carrier ships. Children typically 
stayed with their mothers. But since this 
author’s mother was very seasick, he 
stayed with his father and constantly wan-
dered the various decks of the ship.

Mr. Bodnarczuk shared his joy of watch-
ing the cooks on board the ship toss left 

over food from the back of the ship into the 
water. The food was very quicky gobbled 
up by swarms of large fish. Ms. Chorno-
dolsky also shared with the group that she 
found baggage claim tickets from the USAT 
General Harry Taylor in her father’s dresser 
drawer 25 years after the trip. Everyone 
laughed about the wooden trunks which 
their parents used to transport their mea-
ger belongings from Europe. Inside the 
trunks they stored embroidered pillows 
and shirts, towels and blankets.

Throughout the conversations between 
the six individuals, each recalled their first 
sighting of America and later disembarking 
the boat on which they arrived. In Boston, 
the harbor was covered in a thick fog, and 
this author was amazed that the boat 
docked at what appeared to be a huge float-
ing building. Passengers disembarked into 
the cavernous room where they were met 
by jovial, patriotic and religious groups of 
women who handed out little flags and 
mementos. Mr. Chornodolsky recalled get-
ting a little rubber elephant (probably 
designed to shape a future political affilia-
tion). Ms. Chornodolsky (age three at the 
time) was given a small bag of gifts at Ellis 
Island. 

After a thorough processing inspection 
in Boston, this author’s family proceeded to 
Baltimore, Md., where they had family 
members who arrived in the United States 
one year earlier. They came to America 
prior to World War I and acted as sponsors 
for Mr. Chornodoslky and his family. The 
Bodnarczuk family proceeded to upstate 
New York. Members of their family ended 
up near Harrisburg, Pa. Ms. Chornodolsky’s 
family went to Philadelphia, where they 
were sponsored by the United Ukrainian 
American Relief Committee and the leader-
ship of the Ukrainian National Women’s 
League of America.  

When World War II ended, the fate of 
over 10 million displaced persons, prison-
ers of war, refugees fleeing the Soviet Army 
and forced slave labor, was in the hands of 

the victorious Allies and the newly created 
United Nations Relief and Rehabilitation 
Administration (UNRRA).

To deal with the anticipated humanitarian 
crisis that was already unfolding in 1943, 
two years prior to the end of the war, the 
Supreme Headquarters Allied Expeditionary 
Force (SHAEF) and the International Relief 
Organization (IRO) set forth to prepare for 
the herculean task deciding how to handle 
prisoners of war, freed political prisoners, 
ethnic populations who fled the German 
killing machine and nationalities caught up 
in the cataclysmic upheaval.

The scope of the human migration to 
come was not evident until after the 
German surrender during WWII. Ukrainians 
found in Austria and Germany were either 
forced to perform manual labor, prisoners 
of war of the Soviet Army or were from 
Western Ukraine (territories that, prior to 
WWII, were under Polish rule and not rec-
ognized by the Allies as part of Ukraine).

Ms. Worona and Ms. Dumenko shared 
memories in which their parents were near-
ly forced to return to Ukraine by a Soviet 
military commission. The intervention of 
military personnel from Germany and the 
United States stopped Soviets authorities 
from escorting their families from hearing 
rooms in an effort to keep them in the Soviet 
Union. The two families had relatives in the 
United States with whom they had estab-
lished contact, and the process of sponsor-
ing those families to emigrate to the United 
States was already underway.

The tragedy of potential forced repatria-
tion to the Soviet Union was executed by 
Soviet sweeps of displaced person camps 
that resulted in over 5 million individuals 
being forcibly returned. Most faced a journey 
to the Gulag in Siberia and never survived. 
Every former citizen of the Soviet Union that 
allowed themselves to be either captured by 
Germany or its allied forces was considered 
a traitor of the Soviet “rodina” (family). 
Many individuals who faced a return to the 
Soviet Union chose suicide instead.

The Allied Military High Command was 
poorly informed of the historically tragic 
relations between various Eastern 
European populations and did not want to 
alienate the Soviet Union, an ally who 
helped defeat the German Third Reich. 
These populations of people survived the 
horrific war, saw the fall of fascism and 
were not willing to be swallowed up by the 
totalitarian communism of the Soviet 
Union. The forced repatriations finally 
stopped, mostly as a result of the persis-
tence of Ukrainian community organiza-
tions in Canada and the United States. If not 
for that, all six of the individuals at the 
Bodnarchuk’s get-together would never 
have seen the United States.

In coming to the United States, all six 
individuals were listed on ship passenger 
manifests not as Ukrainians, nor were they 
identified by their country of birth, but they 
were listed as being Polish. Children 
accompanied by parents were listed with 
the same citizenship as their parents, 
regardless of where they were born.

A review of the passenger manifest of the 
USAT Willard A. Holbrook that brought the 
Bodnarczuk and Chornodolsky families to 
Boston on September 22, 1949, includes a 
designation of “no listed” for the nationality 
of some of the passengers aboard that ship.

That manifest documents the names of 
the more than 1,000 passengers who sailed 
aboard the USAT Willard A. Holbrook.  It 
includes known Ukrainian family names, 
such as Bojdunyk, Danylyshyn, Chajkowsky, 
Shtohryn, Barnytsch, Basladynsky, 
Chybatyj, Hryckowian, etc. The vast majori-
ty of passengers in the manifest are identi-
fied as Polish, and among them were Jewish 
individuals and families. 

The problems individuals from Western 
Ukraine faced were exacerbated by ques-
tions of citizenship question. When 
Ukrainians had to produce documents to 
show their citizenship, they often had no 

Olya Bodnarczuk’s parents, as well as Luba Chornodolsky, her father and her twin brother, Petro, all came to the United States aboard the USAT General Harry Taylor (left), 
while Taras Bodnarczuk, Andriy Chornodolsky, Lesia Worona and Nadia Maria Dumenko, came to the United States aboard the USAT Willard A. Holbrook (right).  The indi-

viduals pictured above are the generals after whom each ship was named.

Courtesy of Andriy Chornodolsky

Lesia Worona (left), Taras Bodnarczuk (second from the left) Andrij 
Chornodolsky (second from the right), and Nadia Maria Dumenko (right) 

all came to America on the boat the USAT General Willard A. Holbrook.

Olya Bodnarczuk (left) and Luba Chornodolsky 
both came to the U.S. aboard the M.S. General 

Harry Taylor.

(Continued on page 16)
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ARC Ensemble resurrects suppressed music of Ukrainian composer Klebanov
by Simon Wynberg

TORONTO – The highly respected Artists 
of the Royal Conservatory (ARC) Ensemble, 
drawn from senior faculty and guest artists 
from The Royal Conservatory’s Glenn Gould 
School in Toronto, launched its latest 
recording, “Chamber Works of Dmitri 
Klebanov,” on September 24.

Mr. Klebanov (1907-1986), a Jewish-
Ukrainian composer, remains largely 
unknown in the west due to Soviet-era 
repression and anti-Semitism. Prior to this 
recording by the ARC Ensemble, only two 
compositions of the Mr. Klebanov’s work 
were commercially released in the West.

A conductor, pianist, violinist and educa-
tor as well as a composer, Mr. Klebanov dis-
played his musical gifts and passion at an 
early age. At 16, he was the youngest stu-

dent in his class at Ukraine’s Kharkiv 
Institute of Music and Drama.

By his graduation in 1926, Mr. Klebanov 
had composed two string quartets, a piano 
trio, several short instrumental pieces and 
several songs, works likely lost or 
destroyed during WW II. He spent the fol-
lowing year as a violinist with the Lenin-
grad Opera Orchestra, working with a ros-
ter of extraordinary conductors such as 
Otto Klemperer.

Returning to Kharkiv, Mr. Klebanov’s 
career continued to develop despite brutal 
political repression and Moscow’s tight 
control of Ukrainian intellectual life. He 
studied with Herman Adler, chief conductor 
of the Ukrainian State Orchestra, conducted 
the Kharkiv Radio Orchestra, lectured and 
premiered his first Violin Concerto in 1940.

But the German invasion of the Soviet 

Union in 1941 halted his career. Mr. 
Klebanov was exiled to Tashkent, 
Uzbekistan, along with 150,000 Jewish ref-
ugees.

Upon his return to Kharkiv, Mr. Klebanov 
wrote his First Symphony, dedicated to the 
martyrs of Babyn Yar. While well received 
at its première in 1947 at an all-Klebanov 
concert, it was later denounced by the 
Soviets as unpatriotic for commemorating 
Jewish rather than Soviet casualties and 
further performances were banned. It 
would not be heard again until 1990.

Meanwhile, Mr. Klebanov was stripped 
of his posts at Ukraine’s premier musical 
institutions and spent many years in de 
facto exile, composing politically correct 
odes to Soviet realism.

During the cultural thaw of the 
Khrushchev era, his career advanced and 
he was offered the directorship of the 
Ukraine Composers’ Union. He refused the 
position because it required membership 
in the Communist Party.

Mr. Klebanov continued to compose into 
the mid-1980s and left a legacy of nine 
symphonies, two concertos each for violin 
and for cello, various works for violin and 
piano, several operas and ballets, approxi-
mately a hundred songs, two dozen film 
scores and two theoretical works.

For this recording, the ARC Ensemble 
revived Mr. Klebanov’s String Quartet No. 4, 
dedicated to Ukrainian composer Mykola 

Courtesy of Yuri Klebanov

Dmitri Klebanov

Members of the ARC Ensemble are (from left to right) Erika Raum, violin; Marie 
Bérard, violin; Kevin Ahfat, piano; Steven Dann, viola; and Tom Wiebe, cello.

Suave Hupa

(Continued on page 19)
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The audience then watched the premier 
of “Two Regimes: A Mother’s Memoir of the 
Holodomor and the Holocaust,” a movie 
created by Douglas Darlington of Winding 
Road Films, Inc.

When introduced to the story of the 
“Two Regimes,” Mr. Darlington was so 
moved with compassion that he had to 
delve deeper into the history of the 
regimes’ brutality, taking him on a five-year 
journey to finally present his special contri-
bution to the memory of the regimes’ vic-
tims. He is now working on a documentary 
of the topic while searching for an under-
writer for his project.

This film, created as an educational com-
panion to the painting exhibit and memoir, 
incorporates the story of how Ms. Verbits-
kaya, and her daughter, Ms. Werbitzky, lived 
through the hardships of both Stalin’s and 
Hitler’s regimes, witnessing the Holodomor 
and the Holocaust. The film featured back-
ground music that was created in the labor 
camps and concentration camps in 1933-
1953. This music was conserved, restored 
and performed by composer/musician 
Maestro Francesco Lotoro of Italy. Thanks 
to Duma Music, publisher of Mr. Skoryk’s 

works, his “Melodia” composition was also 
used in the musical background of the film.

 At the film’s conclusion, the credits list-
ed those individuals and organizations that 
contributed their guidance and historical 
knowledge to the project, among them 
were the U.S. Committee for Ukrainian 
Holodomor-Genocide Awareness, the 
Holodomor Research and Education 
Consortium and the Canadian Institute of 
Ukrainian Studies were acknowledged.

The audience, deeply moved, remained 
in silence for some time before applauding.  
The film is an education tool and will be 
available for free to all teachers who will be 
teach about the Holodomor and Holocaust.

Mr. Coonan, who served as host for the 
evening, introduced a panel of experts to 
comment on the premiere of the film. The 
panel included Ms. Bowen, who curated 
exhibitions of the project’s artwork; Dr. 
David Gussak, a professor of art therapy at 
Florida State University; Douglas 
Darlington, who directed the film; and Dr. 
Jonathan Grant, a professor of history at 
Florida State University.

At the conclusion of the premier, Mr. 
Coonan presented a letter signed by him 
and Varia Aguilar, who also works at 
Florida State University’s Center for the 
Advancement of Human Rights, to Oksana 
Piaseckyj, who is the South Florida Chapter 

representative of the U.S. Committee for 
U k r a i n i a n  H o l o d o m o r - G e n o c i d e 
Awareness.

The framed letter expresses the center’s 
support of the U.S. Holodomor Committee’s 
effort to raise awareness of the Holodomor. 
This recognition was a major achievement 
and it came thanks to the work of the two 
non-Ukrainians behind “Two Regimes,” Ms. 

Bowen and Ms. Shaw.
The event was supported by Florida 

State University ’s Center for the 
Advancement of Human Rights; the 
Foundation for Leon County Schools; 
Goodwill Industries of the Big Bend, Inc.; 
Florida’s Department of State, Division of 
Arts and Culture; and the Florida Council 
on the Arts and Culture.

(Continued from page 5)

Ukrainian project...

Prof. Terry Coonan (left) presents a letter confirming support of Holodomor recogni-
tion to Oksana Piaseckyj, a member of the U.S. Committee for Ukrainian Holodomor-

Genocide Awareness.

Living Image Photography

official documents they could provide. 
Confusion reigned and, in many instances, 
new documents were issued misidentified 
their nationality. The majority of 
Ukrainians from western Ukraine were 
either identified as Polish, Hungarian or 
Romanian. 

Messrs. Bodnarczuk and Chornodolsky 
searched their ship passenger manifest and 
found many mutually familiar family 
names. To Mr. Chornodolsky’s surprise, on 
his ship list he found the Kobziar family, 
which opened the Ukrainian resort at 
Hunter Mountain named Ksenia Motel.  
The motel was a hub for Ukrainian vaca-
tioners because the area reminded them of 
the Carpathian Mountains.

The Kobziar family home, located across 
the street from the motel, served as a gath-
ering spot for artists and intellectuals who 
wanted to both rest and paint scenes of the 
beautiful Catskill mountains and the area’s 
rivers. In yet another family connection, the 
granddaughter of Olya and Iwan Wolody-
myr Kobziar is now this author’s daughter-
in-law, as she married his youngest son, 
Darian.

It is hoped that readers of this story will 
be motivated to start similar conversations 
with family and friends about their respec-
tive journeys to America. The possible con-
nections between Ukrainian émigré fami-
lies are just waiting to be discovered.

The groundbreaking book by Lubomyr 
Luciuk, “Searching for Place,” and “The 
Refugee Experience: Ukrainian Displaced 
Persons after World War II,” edited by 
Wsevolod W. Isajiw, will certainly prove 
helpful. In addition, readers are encouraged 
to search the Ellis Island and United States 
National Archives records for more infor-
mation about family arrivals to America 
(these archives and the personnel who 
work there are extremely helpful). Last but 
not least, readers are also encouraged to 
find those old suitcases, wallets and purses. 
There is no telling what treasures can be 
found in these items. Finally, readers can 
reach out to old friends, and they should do 
so before it’s too late.

The members of our impromptu 
reunion promised to get together again, 
perhaps with additional fellow travelers.

(Continued from page 14)

An impromptu...
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This is a story about brotherly love, the 
bond of two Ukrainian brothers: elder 
Steenn and younger Brinson. The two 
Pasichnuk boys have been inseparable from 
their childhood days of ice fishing on Moose 
Lake in Bonnyville, Alberta, to building a 
hockey program from the ground up at 
Arizona State University to playing pro 
hockey together with the San Jose 
Barracuda in the American Hockey League.

When they weren’t skating on it, the two 
brothers spent a large part of their youth 
fishing through the ice along their Moose 
Lake front lot. While most boys their age 
played video games inside, the Pasichnuks 
would be out on the lake eight, nine hours 
per day. For them this was a peaceful dis-
traction from everyday life. From those 
childhood days with their fishing poles, a 
strong brotherly bond was forged.

Facing challenging decisions while trav-
eling off the beaten path along their jour-
ney, Steenn and Brinson became founding 
fathers for Arizona State’s Division 1 hock-
ey program and achieved their dream of 
playing professional hockey in San Jose.

The Pasichnuks grew up in their coun-
tryside home outside of Bonnyville, a town 
of about 6,000 located 150 miles northeast 
of Edmonton, Alberta. Parents Michael and 
Kathi raised a family of four boys – Colbie 
(31), Steenn (26), Brinson (23) and 
Tehgann (22). Dad Michael, an ex-goalie for 
the Senior-A Bonnyville Pontiacs, always 
had hope his family would play pro hockey, 
so he built a small rink for his boys. While 
their love of hockey sprouted from their 
father’s guidance, the brothers also devel-
oped a strong passion watching the 
Bonnyville Pontiacs play at R.J. Lalonde 
Arena. On Pontiacs’ game days, the 
Pasichnuks could not wait to go to the rink 
later at night.

When Brinson and Steenn reached the 
ages of 14 and 17, respectively, it was time 
for the first difficult decision of their hock-
ey lives – if they should move together to 
advance their careers in Lloydminster, a 
90-mile trek northwest of Bonnyville. Even 
though Brinson was quite young, mom and 
dad said yes, knowing his older brother 
and best friend was there for support right 
beside him.

The boys benefited from a skill-develop-
ment coach with Hockey Alberta, Kyle Tapp, 
while playing Triple-A midget hockey in 
Lloydminster. The brotherly bond Brinson 
shared with Steenn contributed to their 
conditioning and skill development on the 
ice, with one brother picking up the other 
with a struggle or frustration. One year 
later, the brothers tried out for their home-
town Pontiacs. Rick Swan, Bonnyville’s 
coach/GM was impressed with the tryouts, 
but advised young Brinson to take up a sec-
ond year of development at the Triple-A 
level, splitting up the brothers. After scor-
ing 18 points in 35 games with the 
Lloydminster Bobcats U-18 team, Brinson 
joined Steenn, who became a captain in his 
second season with the Pontiacs.

The chemistry the two local kids had 
elevated the Pontiacs to new heights. In 
their first year together, Brinson was a 
finalist for Most Outstanding Rookie (29 
points), and Steenn put up a season-high 
31 points as a first-year captain, pushing 
Bonnyville on a run into the second round 
of the AJHL playoffs. Early in his second 
year, Brinson received his first NCAA offer, 
and committed to Vermont on a hockey 
scholarship.

Second thoughts

Brinson’s dream had long been to get an 
NCAA scholarship from a good hockey 
school. In jumping at his first solid offering, 
he never realized he might have an oppor-
tunity to play college hockey with his older 
brother. Months passed, schools were look-
ing at his brother and Brinson ended up 
de-committing from Vermont with the new 
goal of playing with Steenn. The 
Pasichnuks wanted the family aspect to be 
a highlight in their sons’ recruitment. The 
package deal did not pose an obstacle. The 
brothers received offers from college hock-
ey powerhouses North Dakota, Northern 
Michigan and Western Michigan.

When Arizona State coach Greg Powers 
called, everything changed. Powers had a 
most unique pitch: Brinson and Steenn 
would be major pieces of a foundation for 
a rising Division 1 hockey program in the 
desert. The boys would be directly 
involved in shaping the program, building 
the culture and be the tradition.

It was an emotional farewell leaving the 
Pontiacs, the Bonnyville community and 
beginning the next chapter of their hockey 
careers together in college.

Welcome to Tempe

The entire family made the 1,770-mile 
trek to Tempe, Ariz., viewing a vastly differ-
ent landscape and lifestyle from their 
experiences in Bonnyville. Talk about cul-
ture shock? How about growing up in a 
town of 6,000 people and enrolling at a 
university of 70,000 people in Tempe. 
Expectations during their first full Division 
1 season for the Sun Devils were minimal. 
Brinson and Steenn adapted to a new life-
style, balancing school, hockey and extra-
curricular activities.

Their second NCAA season saw ASU cap 
their 8-21-5 campaign with the program’s 
first tournament victory in the inaugural 
Ice Vegas Invitational in Las Vegas. Brinson 
tallied two goals in the 3-2 win over 
Michigan Tech, while his older brother sat 
out as a healthy scratch, his performance 
and attitude not being up to par for several 
weeks prior. Brinson continued to find suc-
cess on the ice and soon became ASU’s sec-
ond captain in program history. Steenn did 
not have the natural skill set of his younger 
brother, a defenseman, but his 6-foot-4, 
208-pound frame allowed him to be a pun-
ishing power forward and valuable penalty 
killer. The elder brother provided the team 
with energy, won face-offs and was a valu-
able checker. The younger brother was a 
gifted goal scorer with offensive flair and 
leadership traits.

Following an eight-win season during 
their sophomore year, there was little rea-
son to think ASU would have a program-
shifting season, but the Sun Devils quickly 
turned some heads. The Pasichnuks 
helped put ASU on the college hockey map 
with a stunning 21-12-1 campaign, culmi-
nating with their selection as the 16th and 
final school to qualify for the NCAA tourna-
ment. In only its third full D-1 season, ASU 
became the first independent team in 27 
years to make the NCAA tournament and 
the program to qualify in the shortest 
amount of time since Mercyhurst in 2001.

The No. 3 seeded Sun Devils flew to 
Allentown, Pa., for their matchup against 
No. 2 Quinnipiac. The brothers’ mom, dad, 
grandmother and friends from Bonnyville 
made the trip to watch Brinson and Steenn 

add another milestone to their hockey 
careers. ASU stumbled out of the gate, 
down 2-0 after two periods. The team 
needed an adrenaline boost, so coach 
Powers and captain Brinson Pasichnuk 
spoke up in between periods. Brinson 
promised to score the first goal. At the 
12-minute mark of the third period, his 
wrist shot from the center of the blueline 
found the top corner of the net for ASU’s 
first-ever goal in NCAA tournament histo-
ry. Brother Steenn had provided the screen 
in front of the Bobcats’ netminder during 
the entire offensive zone shift. Momentum 
was briefly on ASU’s side, but time wasn’t 
and ASU lost, 2-1, but the brothers’ hopes 
of building the program were not dimin-
ished.

The Pasichnuks continued to grow 
stronger on and off the ice, but never did 
they think they would attend an NHL sum-
mer training camp together. Brinson had 
attended three camps in the past three off-
seasons, while Steenn awaited his first 
camp invitation. When their agent called 
with invitations for both boys to attend 
San Jose’s development camp, the bond 
only grew tighter. The ultimate joy 
occurred when Brinson and Steenn partici-
pated in a prospects scrimmage on the 
same team in front of over 3,500 fans at 
the SAP Center, with each even getting the 
chance to shoot during the post-game 
shootout contest.

The San Jose experience left a strong 
first impression on the Pasichnuks, but 
both were determined to return to ASU for 
their final season. Brinson finished his 
senior year with record-setting numbers. 
The 5-foot-10, 208-pound defenseman set 
a program record for points (37) and 
assists (26) by a Sun Devil defenseman in a 
season. He also finished ranked first in 
games played (136), points (107) and 
assists (68) in school history. Steenn found 
his true identity as a shutdown forward on 
the team’s fourth line, usually defending 
against the opponents’ top lines. He fin-
ished his ASU career with six goals and 19 
points in 111 games. After helping Arizona 
State to a program best 22 wins, Brinson 
and Steenn were set to make their redemp-
tion tour in the NCAA Tournament. Then, 
the COVID-19 pandemic hit, and on March 
12, 2020, the Pasichnuks learned their 
days of playing college hockey together 
had suddenly come to a halt.

Fulfilling another dream

Their hockey futures were far from 
clear. Decisions had to be made one month 

before they graduated from ASU with the 
brothers focused on playing hockey at the 
next level. Playing together in the pros did 
not seem like a reality. It was time to make 
individual decisions based on the best fit 
for each brother. A few NHL teams 
expressed interest in Brinson with the San 
Jose Sharks being one of the first to offer 
an entry-level contract. He huddled with 
his parents, brothers and a new wife to dis-
cuss all of his options. Steenn received a 
few offers from AHL clubs, but held out, 
waiting to hear from San Jose.

It turned out San Jose was interested in 
both Pasichnuks. San Jose wanted the 
Pasichnuk family to be a part of the Sharks 
family. It was a family affair. On March 30, 
2020, Brinson agreed to terms on a two-
year, entry-level contract with the San Jose 
Sharks. He became the first Sun Devil in 
program history to sign an NHL contract as 
an undrafted free agent. It truly was a 
dream come true. Steenn was promised a 
minor league deal with the AHL’s San Jose 
Barracuda, but had to wait until his college 
graduation before he could officially sign a 
contract. This happened on June 1, 2020, 
the older brother signing a one-year con-
tract with the Barracuda. The two brothers 
and best friends were set to play together 
for at least another year.

Going back to their childhood days of ice 
fishing on Moose Lake to building the 
hockey program from scratch at ASU, 
Brinson and Steenn have been inseparable 
every step of the way. Today, they get to 
continue their brotherhood and their 
friendship together as professional hockey 
players in San Jose. The year 2021 has seen 
them begin another chapter of their hock-
ey careers together.

The ice fishing is temporarily on hold.
Perhaps Brinson Pasichnuk said it best 

in a September 2020 interview with 
Arizona State University’s Cronkite News. 
“We were always brothers,” Brinson said. 
“We were always friends, but now we’re 
best friends who are brothers.”

The 2020-2021 season has seen 
Brinson Pasichnuk play in his first NHL 
game with the parent San Jose Sharks (a 
4-2 win over Arizona on April 28) and 32 
games with the AHL’s San Jose Barracuda 
(1G-7A-8PTS-27PIM). Steenn Pasichnuk 
has played four games with the ECHL’s 
Allen Americans (4PIM) and 11 games 
with the Barracuda (2G-2PTS-39PIM). 
(Statistics as of May 5.)

Ihor Stelmach may be reached at 
iman@sfgsports.com.

Pasichnuk brothers’ journey on ice

Brinson Pasichnuk (39) and his brother, Steenn (28), during a 2016 match with the 
Arizona State University Sun Devils.

The State Press/Josh Orcutt
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October 26 Fundraiser, with keynote speaker Myroslav Marynovych, 
Tiburon, CA Ukrainian Catholic University Foundation, Tiburon Yacht Club,
 www.ucef.org

October 27 Book presentation by Margarita Balmaceda, “Ukraine’s Coal-
Online Steel Nexus: Between Regional Oligarchs and Global Markets,” 
 Harvard University, www.huri.harvard.edu

October 31 Discussion with Leah Bastone, Olena Martyniuk, Kenia Nouril 
New York and Samuel Veremchuk, “A Modernism Roundtable,” with book 
 presentation by Myroslava Mudrak, “The Imaginative World 
 of Heorhii Narbut and the Making of a Ukrainian Brand,” The 
 Ukrainian Museum, www.ukrainianmuseum.org or 
 212-228-0110 (masks and proof of vaccination required)

November 3 Book talk and discussion, “The Carpathians: Discovering the 
Online Highlands of Poland and Ukraine” by Patrice Dabrowski,
 Harvard University, www.huri.harvard.edu or 617-495-4053 

November 6 Annual Fundraising Gala, Ukrainian Institute of Modern 
Chicago Art, www.uima-chicago.org

November 7 Fundraiser, with keynote speakers Nataliya Popvych and Andy 
Online Hunder, Ukrainian Catholic University Foundation, www.ucef.org

November 8 Online book talk with Mykhailo Wynnyckyj, “Ukraine’s 
Online Maidan. Russia’s War: A Chronicle and Analysis of the
 Revolution of Dignity,” Columbia University, 
 https://harriman.columbia.edu

November 14 Fundraiser, with keynote speaker Metropolitan Archbishop
Online Borys Gudziak, Ukrainian Catholic University Foundation,
 www.ucef.org

November 20 Webinar with Maria Rypan, “Ukrainian Beaded Adornments,”
Online Ukrainian History and Education Center, www.ukrhec.org

November 21 Virtual cooking workshop with Chef Mykola Rutkay, “My 
Online Baba’s Holubtsi and Mushroom Sauce,” St. Vladimir 
 Institute, www.stvladimir.ca

November 27 Holodomor commemoration, U.S. Committee for 
New York Ukrainian Holodomor-Genocide Awareness 1932-1933, St.
 Patrick Cathedral, ukrainegenocide@gmail.com

Entries in “Out and About” are listed free of charge. Priority is given to events 
advertised in The Ukrainian Weekly. However, we also welcome submissions 
from all our readers. Items will be published at the discretion of the editors 
and as space allows. Please send e-mail to mdubas@ukrweekly.com.

SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK 
COUNTY OF ULSTER                                                   
KEYBANK NATIONAL ASSOCIATION,

Plaintiff,

-vs-

 LYNDA LUKEY A/K/A LYNDA LUKIV A/K/A LUKEY DENYSENKO; 
UNKNOWN HEIRS OF THE ESTATE OF WLADIMIR DENYSENKO A/K/A 
JUAN WLADIMIR DENYSENKO; UNITED STATES OF AMERICA O/B/O 
INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE; NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF 
TAXATION AND FINANCE; THE BOARD OF MANAGERS OF ZOLOTA OSIN 
CONDOMINIUM; ZEN CHRISTOPHER LUKEY DENYSENKO; MARIA OLENA 
DENYSENKO; TETIANA DENYSENKO; LARYSSA DENYSENKO; IWAN-YURI 
DENYSENKO; DEMIAN DENYSENKO; ADRIANNA DENYSENKO;

                             Defendants.                                   

Mortgaged Premises:   26 ZOLOTA OSIN ROAD
     KERHONKSON, NY 12446
     A/K/A
     26 ZOLOTA OSIN
     KERHONKSON, NY 12446 

TO THE ABOVE NAMED DEFENDANT(S):

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to answer the Complaint in the above 
entitled action and to serve a copy of your Answer on the plaintiff ’s attorney within 
twenty (20) days of the service of this Summons, exclusive of the day of service, 
or within thirty (30) days after service of the same is complete where service is 
made in any manner other than by personal delivery within the State.  The United 
States of America, if designated as a defendant in this action, may answer or appear 
within sixty (60) days of service. Your failure to appear or to answer will result in a 
judgment against you by default for the relief demanded in the Complaint. In the 
event that a deficiency balance remains from the sale proceeds, a judgment may 
be entered against you, unless the Defendant obtained a bankruptcy discharge and 
such other or further relief as may be just and equitable.

NOTICE
YOU ARE IN DANGER OF LOSING YOUR HOME

If you do not respond to this summons and complaint by serving a copy of 
the answer on the attorney for the mortgage company who filed this foreclosure 
proceeding against you and filing an answer with the court, a default judgment 
may be entered and you can lose your home.

Speak to an attorney or go to the court where your case is pending for further 
information on how to answer the summons and protect your property.

Sending a payment to your mortgage company will not stop this foreclosure 
action.

YOU MUST RESPOND BY SERVING A COPY OF THE ANSWER ON THE 
ATTORNEY FOR THE PLAINTIFF (MORTGAGE COMPANY) AND FILING 
THE ANSWER WITH THE COURT.

ULSTER County is designated as the place of trial. The basis of venue is the 
location of the mortgaged premises.

Dated: September 20, 2021

VICTOR SPINELLI, ESQ.
FEIN, SUCH & CRANE, LLP
Attorneys for Plaintiff
1400 OLD COUNTRY ROAD STE C103 
WESTBURY, NY 11590
Telephone No. 516/394-6921 
FKNY171

SUPPLEMENTAL SUMMONS
Index No. EF2018-3161

Leontovych, the dramatic String Quartet 
No. 5 and the Piano Trio No. 2. The Fourth 
String Quartet draws on Leontovych’s 
Schedryk and Dudaryk. While Ukrainian 
listeners will undoubtedly recognize the 
quartet’s melodies, the work itself is largely 
unknown.

In resurrecting his music, the ARC 
Ensemble continues its exploration of 
music lost to political repression. The 
recording has been generously supported 
by the Shevchenko Foundation and George 
and Rayla Myhal.

The “Chamber Works of Dmitri Klebanov” 
recording features Erika Raum and Marie 
Bérard (violins), Steven Dann (viola), 
Thomas Wiebe (cello) and Kevin Ahfat 
(piano). The ARC Ensemble has performed 
on the world’s greatest stages, including the 
Kennedy Center in Washington, the Royal 
Concertgebouw in Amsterdam and London’s 
Wigmore Hall. The recording will be avail-
able to stream and purchase on all major 
online services.  Readers who would like to 
purchase the album can do so at https://lnk.
to/ArcKlebanov.  Videos of ARC Ensemble 
performances are available at https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=HTxAcipIsXw and 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7Fz 
MMN3B01A.

(Continued from page 15)

ARC Ensemble...

tary and cultural assistance. Orest 
Deychakiwsky, a foreign policy specialist 
who served America during Republican 
and Democratic administrations, in the 
October 3 issue of The Ukrainian Weekly 

succinctly describes Mr. Biden’s policy 
toward Ukraine, the pluses and minuses. If 
you haven’t done so, I urge you to read it; 
it’s an objective assessment and astute 
analysis. It can be found at: https://www.
ukrweekly.com/uwwp/musings-on-cur-
rent-state-of-u-s-ukraine-relations/.

And so, God bless America and Slava 
Ukraini!

(Continued from page 7)

Dire challenges

each level since those released are unable to 
return to occupied territory to collect docu-
ments, and effectively need to rebuild their 
lives from scratch.  In a very large number of 
cases, the former prisoners have been sub-
jected to prolonged torture and may well 
have physical health issues after their ordeal.

In their statement, a group of NGOs on 
October 19 noted that the Ukrainian 
authorities had earlier provided those 
imprisoned and their families with some 
assistance via government mechanisms.  
These, however, were not guaranteed by 
law and a systematic approach to such sup-
port was never created.   A bill now in par-
liament would establish entitlement by 
Kremlin hostages and members of their 
families an annual payment while they are 
imprisoned. It further envisages a one-off 
amount of aid should the person die or be 
killed while imprisoned or should they die 

in the year following their release.  There 
will also be a one-off payment after a per-
son is released.

The bill also envisages a guarantee of 
legal defense and compensation for legal 
assistance; guarantee of free secondary 
legal assistance both while imprisoned and 
following release; medical and psychologi-
cal assistance and rehabilitation, etc., after 
release.  Very importantly, it covers such 
areas as housing (providing temporary 
accommodation); employment rights; the 
right to education and professional training 
following a person’s release, as well as, for 
example, rebates in organizing internal or 
external passports.

Human rights groups, together with 
both the families of Kremlin hostages and 
former prisoners and hostages now freed, 
urge Ukraine’s legislators to give the bills 
their consideration as soon as possible.  
Concern for those who have been deprived 
of their liberty as a result of Russia’s 
aggression against Ukraine must stop being 
constantly put on hold.

(Continued from page 6)

Without having committed...
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