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Antonovych Foundation presents Svoboda with
Ukraine justifies use of battle drone against
2020 Antonovych prize, announces award of $25,000 Russian forces, while allies criticize ‘escalation’
by Mark Raczkiewycz

Stefan Slutsky

Antonovych Foundation President Ihor Voyevidka (left) and Treasurer Andrew
Lewicky (right) presented former Svoboda Editor-in-Chief Roma Hadzewycz and
current Editor-in-Chief Andrew Nynka with plaques during the 2020 Antonovych
award ceremony on October 30.
by Andrew Nynka
WASHINGTON – The Omelan and
Tatiana Antonovych Foundation on October
30 presented the 2020 Antonovych prize to
Svoboda during an award ceremony in the
Ukrainian Embassy in Washington. The
foundation announced it awarded Svoboda,
the oldest continuously published

Ukrainian-language newspaper in the
world, a prize of $25,000.
The prize – the Omelan and Tatiana
Antonovych Foundation Award – is given
for literary works written in Ukrainian or
about Ukraine and for research on
Ukrainian studies.
(Continued on page 3)

KYIV – It all started on October 26 when
Lt. Gen. Valeriy Zaluzhny gave the order to
deploy a tactical drone for the first time in
the war zone of eastern Ukraine to suppress fire from Russian artillery installations that had led to the death of a soldier.
A battery of Russian D-30 howitzers had
been shelling Ukrainian positions near the
front-line town of Hranitne in Donetsk
Oblast for 50 minutes that afternoon while
wounding two more soldiers.
After the projectile salvo started, “a
ceasefire was immediately demanded
through” the war monitoring mission of
the Organization of the Security and
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE), Ukraine’s
military said on Facebook.
A note was also “sent through diplomatic channels” without a response from “the
[Russian] occupiers,” the social media post
added.
So, the commander-in-chief of Ukraine’s
Armed Forces sent a battle-proven,
Turkish-built Bayraktar drone to conduct a
precision strike on the Russian-held positions. A video released by the Ukrainian
military showed at least three howitzers
positioned along a road facing an open field
with one of them being hit by a projectile
from an unmanned aerial vehicle.
Mixed statements from Russia, the
United States, Germany and France ensued

Zelenskyy makes second government reshuffle
of year amid sagging approval rating
by Mark Raczkiewycz

KYIV – In what has become the hallmark of Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy’s tenure so far, the second government reshuffle of the year took place
this week with dismissals or resignations
at five ministries.
On November 3, the Verkhovna Rada
voted to dismiss the ministers of defense,
economy, strategic industries, environment and reintegration of temporarily
occupied territories.
The following day, the national legislature voted to fill four of the five vacant
ministerial seats.
Lviv native Oleksiy Reznikov was
appointed as defense minister after
resigning as minister of reintegration of
the temporarily occupied territories on
November 1. He is to become another
civilian leader of the Defense Ministry.
Mr. Reznikov, 55, is a trained lawyer
and known as a skilled negotiator, having

Facebook.com/yulia.svyrydenko
Facebook.com/alex.reznikoff

Newly appointed Ukrainian First
Newly appointed Ukrainian Defense Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
Minister Oleksiy Reznikov.
Economy Yulia Svyrydenko.
been in his previous ministerial post serve as a paratrooper in the Soviet milidirectly involved in the Russia-instigated tary and is familiar with the protracted
war in eastern Ukraine since March 4, war in the Donbas started by Russia in
2020, and part of the trilateral contact
(Continued on page 4)
negotiation group since May 2020. He

Courtesy of Novynaria

Hryhoriy Khalikov, 51, from the 93rd
Mechanized Brigade of the Armed forces,
was one of two Ukrainian servicemen
killed in combat in October.
after the retaliation.
Germany and France, countries that
have taken part in four-way talks to broker
a truce that has never taken hold in the
ongoing war in eastern Ukraine, issued
statements saying they were “concerned”
by Kyiv’s use of a combat drone to defend
its territory without mentioning Russia’s
consistent, more abrasive, actions in the
war zone.
German Foreign Affairs Ministry
Spokesperson Andrea Sasse voiced concern
over “the message” that Ukraine’s army
was sending with the use of “a Bayraktartype drone.”
An Élysée Palace comment from French
Foreign Affairs Ministry spokeswoman
Anne-Claire Logander said that Ukraine’s
use of the drone contradicted “measures to
strengthen” a truce in the war that has
killed 14,000 people when the conflict
started in April 2014.
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelens
kyy, while attending the United Nations
Global Climate Change conference in
Scotland, said when the army “feels the
need to defend its land, it does so.”
Presidential statements from Kyiv said
he addressed the “security situation” in
easternmost Luhansk and Donetsk oblasts
in person with U.S. President Joe Biden and
Secretary of State Antony Blinken at the
environmental conference.
Meanwhile, the U.S. Embassy in Kyiv said
on multiple media platforms that “let’s be
clear – the Russia-led side has repeatedly
deployed howitzer artillery and drones
against Ukrainian forces. … Official Russian
rhetoric suggesting Ukraine is aggravating
the situation is not only misleading, it
serves to escalate tensions.”
(Continued on page 5)
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Russia’s armed forces rehearse
for defense of Crimea
by Roger McDermott
Eurasia Daily Monitor
At the end of October, the Russian
Armed Forces staged a military exercise in
Crimea to rehearse the defense of the occupied peninsula. The military deployed forces from the Southern Military District/Joint
Strategic Command (Obyedinennyye
Strategicheskoye Komandovanie – OSK) to
the Opuk training ground in Crimea, where
they practiced the defense of the territory
in a variety of tactical episodes involving
the Military-Maritime Fleet (VoyennoMorskoy Flot – VMF), Aerospace Forces
(Vozdushno Kosmicheskikh Sil – VKS),
Ground Forces and naval infantry. The strategic command-staff exercise (strategicheskiye komandno-shtabnyye ucheniya –
SKShU) involved 8,000 personnel from
three combined-arms armies (CAA), the
Black Sea Fleet and the Caspian Flotilla as
part of a much wider test of combat readiness in the Southern OSK (Mil.ru, October
25).
According to the press service of the
Russian defense ministry, the purpose of
the drills was to practice the defense of
Crimea. Although centered on the Opuk
training ground, it was conducted across
much of the peninsula, with simultaneous
episodes at training grounds in the
Southern OSK. “As part of the exercise, the
Black Sea Fleet naval infantry, [riding]
aboard BTR-82As [armored personnel carriers], under the cover of aviation and naval
forces of the fleet, landed from large
amphibious ships, fought for the landing,
occupied the coastal area and moved deep
into the positions of the conditional
enemy,” the defense ministry said. In turn,
units of the Black Sea Fleet coastal defense,
as well as tank, artillery and motorized rifle
units, suppressed enemy artillery and
attacked the simulated enemy on the coastline. Toward its conclusion, participating
units changed firing positions and
regrouped missile, artillery and tank units
(Vesti.ua, October 19).
Russian media outlets highlighted the
context in which the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization (NATO) and Ukraine have
staged numerous military exercises close to
Russia’s borders. Maneuvers involving
Ukraine’s Armed Forces are also used to
justify an uptick in Russian military activity
and training (RIA Novosti, October 21;
Izvestia, October 20). Russian military commentators connect these exercises and the
increase in NATO reconnaissance flights in
the Black Sea as part of the justification to
hold defensive drills in Crimea (Voyenno
Promyshlennyy Kuryer, November 1).
Equally, such exercises by units of Russia’s
Armed Forces are part of a wider pattern in
the combat training year, the pinnacle of
which was the Zapad 2021 combined strategic exercise (sovmestnoe strategicheskoe
uchenie), on September 10-16 (see Eurasia

Correction

The letter to the editor, “Clearing up
misnomers on Javelins,” by George M.
Farion in The Ukrainian Weekly (October
24) incorrectly listed Mr. Farion as retired
from the Marine Corps. However, while Mr.
Farion served 10 years in the Marine
Corps (from 1979 to 1989), he left to practice law before serving the 20 years necessary to be officially classified as retired
from the Marine Corps.

Daily Monitor, September 9). Zapad 2021
involved extensive planning and preparatory, parallel and follow-on military exercises,
with aspects of the testing and experimentation recurring in maneuvers staged later.
Last week’s SKShU in Crimea was, thus,
part of a broader combat readiness test
conducted across the Southern OSK. Army
Gen. Aleksandr Dvornikov, the commander
of Southern MD/OSK, led the SKShU,
involving battalion tactical groups and military units from the OSK all training in a single tactical plan. The broader SKShU was
held at 25 combined-arms training grounds
located in the Astrakhan, Volgograd and
Rostov regions, in Kuban and Stavropol
regions, in the republics of the North
Caucasus, in Crimea, as well as at Russian
military bases in Armenia and the
(Russian-occupied) Georgian separatist
regions of Abkhazia and South Ossetia. It
also involved most of the Black Sea Fleet
(Mil.ru, October 25).
As part of the exercise, coastal forces
practiced anti-sabotage defense of a section
of the coast as well as countering amphibious assault groups and naval airborne forces. The tasks assigned to Russian naval
infantry centered on seizing and holding a
bridgehead. Fire support was provided by
the missile cruiser Moskva, the frigate
Admiral Grigorovich, and the small missile
ship Ingushetia, which had returned from
almost four months’ service in the
Mediterranean Sea, as well as the missile
boats Naberezhnye, Chelny and R-60. After
suppressing enemy coastal defenses with
naval fire, the participating forces
rehearsed an amphibious assault, backed
by naval aviation and close air support provided by the VKS. Crews of Su-24MRs carried out additional target reconnaissance
and designation for aviation strike groups.
Aerial strikes on anti-sabotage targets were
conducted by Su-30SM platforms. More
than 30 aircraft of operational-tactical aviation from the Southern OSK and naval aviation and air defense of the Black Sea Fleet
were involved (Voyenno Promyshlennyy
Kuryer, November 1).
After destroying the main centers of
resistance, the large landing ships Saratov,
Novocherkassk and Tsezar’ Kunikov
attacked the remaining targets as well as
facilitated an amphibious assault. Forpost
and Orlan-10 unmanned aerial vehicles
(UAVs) adjusted artillery fire. Mi-8AMTSh
transport and assault helicopters, supported by Ka-52 and Mi-28N attack helicopters,
ensured the insertion of tactical airborne
assault forces to the rear of the enemy. The
hypothetical enemy forces were represented by a coastal defense formation of the
army corps of the Black Sea Fleet, as well as
tank and motorized rifle units of a CAA in
the Southern OSK. Following the successful
landings, the air force and navy worked on
issues of organizing joint operations. At various stages of the exercise, aviation and
naval units alternately acted on either side
of the exercise scenario as blue and red,
ensuring they all gained experience of a
two-way principle in performing combat
training tasks. This also facilitated the adoption of “non-standard and unconventional
decisions by the commanders” (Voyenno
Promyshlennyy Kuryer, November 1).
Following the conclusion of the SKShU,
around 2,000 motorized rifle personnel
from the 49th CAA in the Southern OSK,
(Continued on page 16)

Ukrainians protest pandemic restrictions

Klitschko defends new restrictions

More than 1,000 people rallied in central
Kyiv against Ukraine’s tough COVID-19
restrictions aimed at stemming the spread
of the coronavirus. The November 3 rally
comes as Ukraine has recently reported
record numbers of daily coronavirus cases
and deaths, prompting authorities to
implement a raft of restrictions and call on
people to get vaccinated. Protesters gathered near the parliament building and
blocked roads, holding posters reading, “No
to vaccination,” “Say no to COVID passports,” and, “Say no to COVID genocide.”
There was a strong police presence. No
clashes were reported. On November 2,
Ukraine recorded 23,393 new confirmed
coronavirus cases and 720 deaths, with
health officials blaming the spread of the
virus on widespread public hesitancy to get
vaccinated. Only about 17 percent of the
country’s 41 million people have been fully
vaccinated with four available shots from
Pfizer-BioNTech, Moderna, AstraZeneca
and Sinovac. The government made vaccinations against COVID-19 compulsory for
some state employees by November 8 or
have their salaries suspended. Last week,
the government also started requiring
proof of vaccination, recovery from infection, or negative COVID-19 tests for people
boarding airplanes, trains and long-distance buses. In so-called “red zones” with
high infection rates, vaccine certificates or
evidence of a negative COVID-19 test are
required to enter restaurants, cafes, gyms,
entertainment venues and shopping malls.
Staff working in those places must also be
vaccinated. Kyiv Mayor Vitali Klitschko told
RFE/RL this week that a large number of
people are getting severely sick and hospital capacity is more than 80 percent full.
With hospitals reaching full capacity, the
Health Ministry predicts that the greatest
load on medical facilities will fall from midNovember until the beginning of next year.
“The burden of this wave, or how great it
will be for Ukraine, will depend on the
responsible behavior of each of us,” Deputy
Health Minister Ihor Kuzin said. Ukraine
has recorded more than 2.9 million COVID19 cases and 69,000 deaths since the pandemic began. (RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service,
with reporting by AP and AFP)

Kyiv Mayor Vitali Klitschko has warned
that a large number of people are getting
severely sick and the capacity of hospitals
is more than 80 percent full, as the
Ukrainian capital implemented tough new
restrictions to stem a surge in COVID-19
infections and deaths attributed to low vaccination rates. “We are afraid that in a few
weeks’ time, we might not be able to help
everyone who needs it,” Mr. Klitschko on
November 1 told Current Time, the
Russian-language network run by RFE/RL
in cooperation with Voice of America.
Under the new restrictions, residents of
Kyiv must present vaccine certificates or
evidence of a negative COVID-19 test to
enter restaurants, cafes, gyms, entertainment venues and shopping malls. Staff
working in those places must also be vaccinated. People will only be allowed to use
public transportation if they have a negative COVID-19 test or vaccination certificate. Mr. Klitschko has come under criticism for violating people’s rights with the
restrictions, something he dismissed during the interview with Current Time. “My
advice to these people is to come to an
intensive-care unit and see whether the
constitutional rights of the people there are
infringed upon,” the mayor said. “It is a
place where people ask for only one thing:
that the doctors help them survive in the
fight against the coronavirus. No one there
talks about any infringement of any constitutional rights.” Ukraine registered almost
3 million infections and 68,027 deaths as of
November 1, breaking records on both
metrics in recent days amid a third wave of
the pandemic. The spike in infections
prompted the closure of schools in highinfection areas of the country on October
22, including Kyiv. Only 7.4 million people,
or less than a fifth of the total population of
around 41 million, have been fully vaccinated so far. The government has made vaccinations against COVID-19 compulsory for
some state employees, and the authorities
hope the new requirements will speed up
vaccination. (RFE/RL’s Current Time, with
reporting by Reuters)
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Ukraine supports two major agreements at U.N. conference on climate change
by Roman Tymotsko
LISBON, Portugal – The Ukrainian delegation led by
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy has announced it has put
its support behind two major climate agreements presented at the 26th U.N. Climate Change Conference
(COP26) in Glasgow on November 2.
The conference is a platform for a large-scale discussion
of key transformational changes in global climate policy.
The main goal of COP26 is to intensify the parties’ efforts
to achieve the goals of the Paris Climate Accords – to keep
the current average global temperature well below the
average global temperature of the pre-industrial period of
1850-1900. The goal is to keep that difference to no more
than two degrees Celsius, though the target is to limit that
difference to 1.5 degrees Celsius above the average global
temperature of the pre-industrial period.
The first agreement, signed at COP26, stipulates that
by 2030 the process of deforestation should be stopped.
In addition to Ukraine, the declaration was supported by
more than 120 countries, including Russia and Brazil.
Russia has extensive forests in the Siberian Taiga and
Brazil in the Amazon rainforest.
The heads of state and government who signed the declaration promised to intensify joint efforts to preserve forests and other terrestrial ecosystems and accelerate their
restoration. The document also addresses the need to
empower indigenous peoples, who primarily suffer from
the exploitation of natural resources and forest degradation.
The second significant agreement, presented in
Glasgow, calls for a 30 percent reduction in methane
emissions, a greenhouse gas that is actively extracted in
landfills from livestock, oil and gas wells, by 2030. The
contribution of methane to global warming today
accounts for an increase of about 0.5 degrees Celsius
above pre-industrial temperatures.
The number of signatories who have pledged to reduce
methane emissions is lower than in the forest declaration.
China, India and Russia did not sign the agreement.

Russia is among the world’s largest methane generators.
Methane as a factor of global warming is as dangerous
as carbon dioxide. Unlike carbon dioxide, which remains
in the atmosphere for 100 years, methane decomposes
much faster, after 10-12 years. Thus, by reducing methane
emissions now, world leaders can quickly curb the rate of
warming in the short term.
According to the U.N. Environment Program, it is estimated that the average global temperature may rise by 2.7
degrees Celsius above the pre-industrial level by the end of
the century. It has, so far, increased by 1.1 degrees Celsius.
The Paris Climate Accords stipulate that warming
should be kept to no more than two degrees Celsius above
the pre-industrial level, though the preference is to see
that number at no more than 1.5 degrees Celsius. But an
intergovernmental group of experts on climate change
has acknowledged that this will not be possible without
immediate global reductions in carbon dioxide emissions
and other greenhouse gases.
If this is not done, global warming will not be stopped
even if the temperature growth is only 1.5 degrees Celsius
above the pre-industrial period. Climate scientists believe
the world will cross the threshold of 1.5 degrees Celsius
over the next 20 years.
In addition to those two agreements, Ukraine intends
to join more environmental initiatives at the summit,
among them a Green network initiative known as “One
sun, one world, one network” and the “Industrial
Transition Leadership Group.” Ukraine also plans to be a
signatory to the Statement on the Global Transition from
Coal to Clean Energy.
During his speech at the conference, Mr. Zelenskyy said
stopping the process of global warming is possible only
by changing global thinking and by changing the priorities of world politics. He said this can happen only when
people change their perspective of land as a market to
instead recognizing that land is also a home for thousands
of different flora and fauna.
The president reminded his audience that Ukraine had

Antonovych Foundation...
(Continued from page 1)
In nominating Svoboda for the 2020 award, this year’s
prize jury – made up of Profs. Roman Szporluk, Serhii
Plokhy and Martha Bohachevsky-Chomiak – wrote that the
award should be given to Svoboda because of the “important historical and contemporary role” the newspaper has
played in the lives of Ukrainians throughout the world.
“Svoboda is more than a newspaper. She has grown
beyond a newspaper. She defines Ukrainian life in America
and beyond,” Ms. Bohachevsky-Chomiak said in a speech
delivered in Ukrainian during the award ceremony on
October 30.
Svoboda is “evidence not only of the existence of a single
Ukrainian in the United States, but of an entire organized
Ukrainian community,” Ms. Bohachevsky-Chomiak said,
adding that the newspaper “should be in the home of every
self-respecting Ukrainian in the United States.”
Ukraine’s Ambassador to the United States Oksana
Markarova noted the important role the newspaper continues to play for Ukrainians throughout the world. But she
also said the newspaper and its staff were instrumental in
helping Ukrainians around the world maintain their culture and linguistic identity during a period of almost 100
years, from Svoboda’s founding in 1893 to 1991, when
Ukraine renewed its independence. During that long period when various regimes sought to destroy Ukrainian
identity, Svoboda was a repository of Ukrainian culture and
language, Ms. Markarova said.
Roma Hadzewycz, Svoboda’s editor-in-chief from 20072020 and the editor-in-chief of The Ukrainian Weekly from
1980-2020, accepted the prize on behalf of Svoboda.
“In February 2007, I took over the duties of the editorin-chief of Svoboda in addition to the duties of the editorin-chief of The Ukrainian Weekly,” Ms. Hadzewycz said in a
speech delivered in Ukrainian during the award ceremony
on October 30.
“I am deeply grateful for the cooperation of the dedicated and extremely hard-working editorial board – editors
Petro Chasto, Lev Khmelkovsky, Chrystyna Ferencevych
and Leo Iwaskiw, as well as technical staff (responsible for
layout, website and digitized archives) Ihor Pylypchuk and
Stefan Slutsky. I had the honor of working with them until

Stefan Slutsky

Svoboda, which won the 2020 Antonovych prize, was
presented with an award plaque during a ceremony on
October 30.
the end of 2020 when I retired. It is they and all of our
wonderful predecessors to whom the Antonovich
Foundation prize belongs,” Ms. Hadzewycz said.
“In conclusion, I’d like to say that over the decades people have variously described Svoboda’s mission, its role,”
Ms. Hadzewycz said. “I believe that Prof. Taras Hunczak
correctly characterized Svoboda as a guardian – a guardian
of Ukrainians. This is perhaps the most straightforward
and accurate description of Svoboda in more than 128
years of its history.”
During the award ceremony on October 30, Ihor
Voyevidka, the president of the Omelan and Tatiana
Antonovcych Foundation, and Andrew Lewicky, the foundation’s treasurer, presented award plaques to Ms.
Hadzewycz and Andrew Nynka, the current editor-in-chief
of Svoboda and The Ukrainian Weekly.
Also present at the award ceremony were Messrs.
Khmelkovsky, Slutsky and Iwaskiw. Unable to attend the
ceremony were Mr. Pylypchuk; Irene Jarosewich, former

Office of the Ukrainian President

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy speaks during the 26th U.N. Climate Change Conference (COP26)
in Glasgow on November 2.
been one of the first countries in Europe to ratify the Paris
Climate Accords, and it ranks fourth in emission reductions
among 45 parties to the U.N. Framework Convention.
“Our goal by 2030 is to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 65 percent from 1990 levels, and to achieve climate neutrality no later than 2060,” Mr. Zelenskyy said.
He also noted that neither the convention on stabilizing the concentration of greenhouse gases nor the Kyoto
Protocol or the Paris Climate Accords solve the problem
because these documents do not keep up with contemporary challenges.
Mr. Zelenskyy reminded his audience that in 1994
Ukraine received security guarantees under the Budapest
Memorandum that were not fulfilled, and the planet
received “two eco-bombs in the center of Europe,” he said
(Continued on page 5)

editor-in-chief of Svoboda; and Walter Honcharyk, who
heads the newspaper’s administration, advertising and
subscription departments.
The 2020 Antonovych prize was to be given last year,
but as a result of the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic and
because officials from the Antonovych Foundation did not
want to bestow the award virtually, they decided to wait
until they could hold the award ceremony in person at the
Ukrainian Embassy in Washington.
Svoboda was first published on September 15, 1893, by
the Rev. Hryhory (Gregory) Hrushka. It has been published
continuously since that date. Svoboda became a bi-weekly
on March 1, 1894, a tri-weekly on August 8, 1914, and a
daily newspaper on January 3, 1921. It became a weekly
again on July 3, 1998.
The Omelan and Tatiana Antonovych Foundation was
established in 1980 with the goal of advancing the study of
Ukrainian culture. Since then, it has donated nearly $5 million to help finance the development of many academic and
cultural institutions and monuments in Ukraine, among
them, the reconstruction of the National University of KyivMohyla Academy’s main library, the renovation of the Vasyl
Stefanyk Library and Artists Palace in Lviv, and the building
of the Boykivshchyna Museum in Dolyna, in western
Ukraine, where Omelan Antonovych was born in 1914. The
foundation also provided $100,000 to help finance the building of the Ukrainian Holodomor Memorial in Washington.
Omelan Antonovych spent his early adult years as a
Ukrainian national activist and spent some time as a political
prisoner in Polish and Nazi prisons. Later, he received a law
degree at the Ukrainian Free University in Prague in 1943.
After World War II, he married Tatiana Terlecky, a physician
who later became a world-renowned kidney specialist.
After the war, the couple emigrated to the United States,
settling in Washington, where Dr. Tatiana Antonovych
worked as a scholar and taught in capital area medical
schools, while Mr. Antonovych focused on ranching and
real estate. She passed away in 2001, and he died in 2008.
EDITOR’S NOTE: An English-language translation of the
speech by Roma Hadzewycz, former editor-in-chief of
Svoboda and The Ukrainian Weekly, who addressed the
Antonovych Foundation Award convocation, will be published in next week’s issue of The Weekly. To read the original
of her speech, see Svoboda’s November 5 issue.
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Valery Khmelko, Ukrainian sociologist, 82
sociology as an academic discipline in
1988, Mr. Khmelko was encouraged to pursue his research by international sociologists at a series of joint U.S.-Soviet symposia
where he met and later collaborated with
American sociologist Melvin Kohn of Johns
Hopkins University in Baltimore, Md.
Mr. Khmelko and Volodymyr Paniotto’s
collaboration with Mr. Kohn led to a revolution in the practice of sociology in Ukraine.
In the years that followed under Mr. Kohn’s
guidance, Messrs. Khmelko and Paniotto
incorporated long-established Western
procedures and standards into Ukrainian
social surveys and founded KIIS at the
National University of Kyiv-Mohyla
Academy in 1992.
After introducing interview-based surveys and census-based probability sampling to Ukrainian polling, as well as focus
groups, exit polling and domestic software
for statistical data analysis, KIIS became
internationally recognized as Ukraine’s
premier social survey research hub.
American sociologist Weldon T. Johnson,
who also collaborated with Messrs.
Khmelko and Paniotto for several years,

said, “It’s not difficult to measure the
impact of Mr. Khmelko on Ukrainian sociology because he and Mr. Paniotto literally
dragged sociological methods and procedures out of the Soviet era when public
opinion was ignored. In the Soviet era,
when the Central Committee was curious
about public opinion, some party official
would call the oblast governors and ask
how do your citizens feel about this or
that? They called this the expert method at
the Ukrainian Academy of Sciences in the
early 1990s. Mr. Khmelko changed all of
that.”
Viacheslav Briukhovetsky, honorary
president of the National University of KyivMohyla Academy and the founder of the
revived school, expressed his condolences
over Khmelko’s death.
“This is a great loss for Ukrainian academic research and studies. Valery
Khmelko was a renown academic and
researcher at our university and a leading
intellectual in Ukraine,” Mr. Briukhovetsky
said.
“He was the first person in 1991 to come
to me with a proposal to create a new

department of structured sociological studies. This was the first such department in
the post-Soviet world,” Mr. Briukhovetsky
said. “With Volodymyr Paniotto, they were
ready to rebuild the Academy. They already
had international recognition in the study
of sociology. As a consequence, they
brought international academic recognition
to Kyiv-Mohyla Academy.”

the government-controlled part of the
country.
Becoming first deputy prime minister
and economy minister is Chernihiv Oblastnative Yulia Svyrydenko. She has been deputy presidential chief of staff overseeing
economic affairs since December and previously was a deputy economy minister.
She told the legislature that her vision to
improve government economic policies
would involve the launch of institutions and
altering approaches to public investment.
“We are talking, first of all, about the
launch and operation of the Expert Credit
Agency, the Foreign Direct Investment
Fund, the Housing Improvement Fund, the
State Leasing Agency and Micro-investment
Fund for Citizens,” Ms. Svyrydenko, 36, said.
After being dismissed as head of the
State Customs Service – a post he held since
November 18 – Pavlo Ryabkin was named
as head of the strategic industries ministry,
which is closely tied to defense and procurement of arms for the military.
Mr. Ryabkin, 56, is a politician from Kyiv
Mayor Vitaliy Klitschko’s UDAR party and
was an adviser to him starting in 2015. The
newly-appointed minister also has been
implicated in shady construction projects

in Kyiv, according to public procurement
watchdog Nashi Hroshi, that were undertaken in protected areas of the nation’s capital.
Deputy Minister of Environmental
Protection and Natural Resources for
Digital Development, Digital
Transformations and Digitization Ruslan
Stilets was named as the government
body’s acting head at a Cabinet meeting on
November 3.
In a note to investors, Kyiv-based Dragon
Capital described the Cabinet changes as
having no “broader repercussions.”
However, the investment bank noted, the
president’s “frequent reshuffles” and “the
fact that the ruling party didn’t succeed in
recruiting new professionals” from the outside “raise questions about the sustainability of the incumbent’s personnel policy.”
Oleksandr Kornienko, deputy head of
the Servant of the People faction, told the
Ukrainian bureau of Forbes magazine that
the reshuffle was due to the slow pace of
reforms at the respective ministries.
“We have short probationary periods. If
we see that people do not pull [their
weight], we say goodbye to them,” he said.
It’s a “normal work process” at the presi-

dential office and Cabinet, he added.
Describing the governmental changes as
a matter of fact also was presidential adviser Myhailo Podolyak, who was recently
accused by public broadcaster Suspilne of
interference in editorial policies in terms of
dictating who appears on political shows
from the pro-presidential party. He denies
the allegations.
“If you need to change your priorities or
choose a different personal approach, that’s
perfectly normal,” he said.
The last changes in government took
place in May with three ministerial portfolios changing hands that month.
More than 56 percent of Ukrainians disapprove of Mr. Zelenskyy’s activities as
president, a nationwide survey by the Kyiv
International Institute of Sociology found.
The survey was conducted in late October.
About 28 percent of the respondents gave a
positive approval of Ukraine’s second wartime president.
The same poll said that 71 percent of
the adult population aged 18 years and
older believe that things in the country are
moving in the wrong direction, while 15
percent said they are heading in the right
direction.

by Marta Farion
CHICAGO – Valery Khmelko, an internationally renowned sociologist who was the
chairman of the sociology department at
the National University of Kyiv-Mohyla
Academy and the president and co-founder
of the Kyiv International Institute of
Sociology (KIIS), died on October 31. He
was 82.
Mr. Khmelko’s scholarship focused on
the relationship between personality and
social structure, and his KIIS population
survey institute introduced and encouraged the use of exit polls in Ukrainian elections. The method was first used in
Ukrainian elections in 1991.
Holding graduate degrees in physics and
philosophy, Mr. Khmelko pursued sociology
in his doctoral studies at Taras Shevchenko
National University of Kyiv, focusing on
methodological problems in sociological
research.
Mr. Khmelko’s research interests in personality and social structure were regarded
as sensitive during the Soviet era, but after
the USSR’s Central Committee legitimized

Zelenskyy makes...
(Continued from page 1)
April 2014 that has led to the death of
14,000 lives and uprooted more than 1.5
million people from their homes.
While addressing parliament on
November 4, Mr. Reznikov pledged to
streamline the excessive bureaucracy of the
military, including in defense procurement,
and make “the Armed Forces the country’s
best employer.”
Taking his place as minister of reintegration of the temporarily occupied territories
is pro-presidential lawmaker Iryna
Vereshchuk. She will also be a deputy
prime minister in the hierarchy of the
Cabinet of Ministers.
Parliament voted to relieve Ms.
Vereshchuk of her legislative mandate the
same day.
In her address to parliament, Ms.
Vereshchuk, 41, said her priority will be to
work with youth who are from the Russianoccupied peninsula of Crimea and parts of
eastern Ukraine. She emphasized giving
young people from those parts a chance to
receive an education and employment in

Courtesy of Marta Farion

Valery Khmelko

The Ukrainian Weekly Press Fund: September 2021
Amount Name
$120.00
$112.00
$110.00
$100.00

$70.00
$65.00
$55.00
$50.00

$40.00

City

State

Galonzka Antin & Julianne
Walpole
MA
Wowk Steven
Farmington
CT
Kashuba Ostap
Chicago
IL
Boone Tom & Xenia
Indian Head MD
Chelak Yaroslaw & Karen Ann Morristown
NJ
Courtney Laryssa
Washington DC
Decyk Victor
Culver City
CA
Ivanonko Zenon
Vestal
NY
Mostowycz Oksana
Ponte Vedra Bch FL
Puzyk Bohdan
Osprey
FL
Harasymiak Andrei
Brooklyn
NY
Bandriwsky Pavlo
Park Ridge
IL
Horobchenko Ksenia R & Voloya Warren
MI
Kondratiuk Bg Leonid
Belmont
MA
Mulyk Michael
Holmdel
NJ
Pryjma George
Lincolnshire
IL
Barniak Roman
Basking Ridge NJ
Stanko G
Basking Ridge NJ

$30.00
$25.00
$20.00

$15.00

Murskyj L
Harhaj Bohdan & Maria
Krywolap George
Szafranski Joseph
Deychakiwsky Nicholas
Gojewycz Vera
Hotz Michael
Klem Walter
Kowerko Oleh & Alexandra
Krushelnycky Marko
Obuch Nina
Shepelavey Christina
Tarnawsky Phyllis
Blyznak Ulana
Bohdanska Taissa
Kuzmowycz Marta
Pakula Lida
Tkacz Virlana
Zaplitny Sophie

Troy
Howell
Catonsville
West Bloomfield
Brighton
Hoffman Estates
Watertown
Troy
Chicago
Kingston
Simi Valley
Columbia
Cleveland
New York
San Diego
North Scituate
Dearborn
New York
Battle Creek

MI
NJ
MD
MI
MI
IL
MA
NY
IL
NY
CA
MD
OH
NY
CA
RI
MI
NY
MI

$10.00

$5.00

Dubno Luba
Gajdalo Roy
Gebet Gary
Iwankiw Yaroslav
Lobachevsky Oksana
Maksymonko G
Terkun Walter
Wenglowskyj Roman & Lucia
Zaluckyj Kristina
Movchan-Novak Ola

New Haven
Philadelphia
El Cajon
Pasadena
Somerset
Springfield
Chantilly
Miami
Chicago
Warren

CT
PA
CA
CA
NJ
VA
VA
FL
IL
MI

TOTAL: $1,832.00

Sincere thanks to all contributors
to The Ukrainian Weekly Press Fund.
The Ukrainian Weekly Press Fund is the only
fund dedicated exclusively to supporting
the work of this publication.

No. 45

THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 7, 2021

5

Study traces Ukrainian separatists’ arms to Russia
Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty
Most of the ammunition and nearly all
the weapons used by Ukrainian separatist
forces were produced in what is today
Russia, according to a detailed weaponstracing study.
Kyiv and its Western backers have long
accused Moscow of transferring arms to
separatist forces in eastern Ukraine, fueling
a conflict that has killed more than 13,000
people since 2014.
Previous analyses of Russia’s support for
armed formations in eastern Ukraine relied
on open-source photos and videos and government intelligence.
But the three-year study published on
November 3 offers a more granular view of
arms transfers using forensic documentation of ammunition and military equipment
recovered from the battlefield.
“The evidence confirms that factories
based in what is today the Russian

Ukraine justifies...
(Continued from page 1)
Despite overwhelming on-the-ground
evidence that Russia leads, supplies, trains
and fights besides its proxy forces in the
Donbas, Moscow has denied direct military
involvement in the war, which is in its
eighth year.
As recently as November 3, a comprehensive joint report by the European Union
and the German government further implicated Russia. Titled “Weapons of War in
Ukraine,” the new study “examined recovered weapons and traced serial numbers
and other identifying marks back to manufacturers” in Russia, The New York Times
reported.
Yet, the Kremlin has insisted the conflict
is a “civil war” while denying other aggressions on Ukrainian territory, such as cyberattacks, information warfare, subversion
and assassinations.
“Yes, I saw these reports about these
Bayraktar drones. One of them bombed one
of the artillery positions of the [Russianled] rebels,” Russia’s permanent representative to the U.N., Vassily Nebenzia, said in
New York on October 29. “I think that is a
very dangerous game by the Ukrainians.”
The Kremlin, likewise, warned Turkey
that its arms sales to Ukraine “threatens to
destabilize the region,” whereas Russianled forces intensified attacks along the 250mile front line, killing another soldier on

Ukraine supports...
(Continued from page 3)
in reference to environmental degradation
that is occurring in Crimea and parts of the
Donbas.
“The Crimean Peninsula with its unique
flora and fauna has become a naval base of
the Russian Federation. And in parts of
Donbas there are flooding of mines, soil
degradation, lack of drinking water. And all
of this is happening now. This is a common
threat to the whole world. In our time,
disaster, no matter where it happens,
affects everyone,” Mr. Zelenskyy said.
He urged participants to implement the
agreements reached at the U.N. Climate
Change Conference as soon as possible and
do that “quickly and without delay, jointly
and without exceptions.”
Iryna Stavchuk, deputy head of Ukraine’s
Ministry of Environmental Protection and

Federation produced most of the militias’
ammunition and nearly all their weapons,
from assault rifles and precision rifles, grenade launchers, precision-guided munitions and land mines to anti-tank guided
weapons,” researchers from the Berlinbased Conflict Armament Research said.
Researchers examined thousands of
rounds of ammunition and 43 weapons to
arrive at the conclusion that nearly all
weaponry came from Russia, in some cases
having been manufactured during the
Soviet Union, but also being produced in a
significant proportion after the dissolution
of the USSR.
The study found several types of grenade launchers, rifles and land mines were
never used by the Ukrainian military, suggesting many weapons were not captured
by separatist forces and then put to use on
the battlefield.
While aging Kalashnikov rifles used by
militia groups around the globe are often

assembled from parts of several guns, the
researchers found that a “large proportion”
of weapons used by militias in eastern
Ukraine bear matching serial numbers.
“The lack of component mixing suggests
a short chain of custody between the point
at which weapons left a production facility
or military inventory and use by armed formations operating” in eastern Ukraine, the
report says.
The investigation also exposed the systematic obliteration of primary identifying
marks on certain weapons, such as rocket
launchers.
“It is likely that parties removed the
marks either to conceal evidence of the
precise point of diversion or to mask the
country of manufacture,” the report says.
The study traced components of
Russian-manufactured unmanned aerial
vehicles (UAVs) and concluded that “the
militias are deploying a fleet of Russianmade drones in Ukraine.”

Russian entities have also been able to
acquire British, Czech, French, German,
Spanish and U.S.-made components for the
drones despite Western sanctions on the
Russian defense sector.
“Despite the 2014 EU arms embargo on
the Russian Federation, key EU-made technology has thus made its way into Russian
military drones,” the report says.
The “investigation indicates that a general lack of clarity regarding the end use or
end user of components, as well as opaque
licensing requirements for dual-use components, may facilitate the export of
EU-made components for the manufacture
of Russian military UAVs,” the study says.

Copyright 2021, RFE/RL Inc. Reprinted
with the permission of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave. NW,
Washington DC 20036; www.rferl.org (see
https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-separatists-weapons-tracing/31545978.html).

October 27 while also employing drones
that dropped grenades.
Ukraine suffered two deaths of
Ukrainian soldiers in October, and as
recently as November 2 Serhiy Yeliseyev of
the 128th Separate Mountain Assault
Transcarpathian Brigade was killed from
enemy fire.
Western publications paid attention as
well, noting suspicious Russian military
movements close to Ukraine.
The Washington Post in a report on
October 30 said that a “renewed buildup of
Russian troops near Ukraine’s border” has
raised concerns “among some officials in
the United States and Europe.”
The article cited as well Ukrainian social
media posts of Russian military hardware
being transported closer to Ukraine.
Two days later, Politico released new satellite pictures from Maxar Technologies
that showed “Russia is once again amassing
troops and military equipment on the
[state] border with Ukraine.”
They pinpointed a huge base in the
western Smolensk Oblast town of Yelnya,
which is more than 250 kilometers from
Ukraine’s border.
Both reports referred to large-scale military exercises that Russia’s military held in
April close to Ukraine’s border and which
left the war-weary country virtually surrounded.
Ukraine’s military intelligence subsequently addressed the Western media
reports by denying their novelty.

Cited by the Defense Ministry on
November 1, it said that “no additional
transfer of Russian units, weapons and military equipment to the state border with
Ukraine has been recorded.”
The statement further added that the
information made available was “an element of special informational and psychological actions, and are essentially planned
measures to relocate troops after training.”
Still, the Defense Ministry on November
3 cited military intelligence saying that
Russia has 90,000 military personnel sta-

tioned near Ukraine’s borders and in the
occupied areas of Donbas and the Crimean
Peninsula, which Moscow forcibly seized in
early 2014.
Ukraine first purchased six Bayraktar
TB2 combat drones in 2019, which included ammunition. In September, Kyiv signed a
contract to build the UAVs domestically.
Their production in Ukraine is a “matter
of months, not years,” Ukrainian Ambas
sador to Turkey Vasyl Bodnar told the
Ukrainian bureau of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty on October 31.

Natural Resources, noted that the issue of
access to financial resources of the Green
Climate Fund is also fundamentally important. Ms. Stavchuk said Ukraine needs about
102 billion euros to make improvements to
its infrastructure that will benefit the environment.
“Of course, we can attract a significant
portion of these funds as direct investments.
This will require judicial reform and
increased investor protection. However, we
hope to receive some of the funds from international environmental funds,” she added.
Ukraine is currently receiving support
from the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change and the
Kyoto Protocol. Kyiv has said that it needs
this support in the future.
Apart from the climate agenda, the
Ukrainian delegation held negotiations
that strengthened Ukraine’s strategic partnerships and security, and presented the
country as an active participant in global

efforts to combat climate change, according to the Foreign Affairs Minister Dmytro
Kuleba.
“The two days in Glasgow were very busy.
The president of Ukraine held a total of 13
bilateral meetings and talks, which focused
on strengthening Ukraine’s security, new
opportunities for cooperation in energy,
trade and investment,” Mr. Kuleba said.
He stressed the importance of the president’s meetings with strategic partners,
the NATO secretary general, the president
of the United States and the chancellor of
Germany.
“At all meetings, the president paid special attention to the security situation in
Donbas, which remains tense due to
Russia’s destructive actions. It was about
what we could do with our partners to stop
Russia and force it to behave constructively
in the negotiations. A separate topic was the
energy security of Ukraine,” Mr. Kuleba said.
Mr. Kuleba noted an expansion of diplo-

matic contacts, some of which took place
for the first time in the history of bilateral
relations. For example, it was the first time
that a Ukrainian president met with the
presidents of Angola and Liberia. Mr.
Zelenskyy also held a series of fruitful talks
with leaders from countries in Asia, Latin
America and Africa.
Mr. Kuleba highlighted Mr. Zelenskyy’s
meeting with the the Emir of Qatar. The
two men spoke about the global supply of
liquefied gas and strengthening Ukraine’s
energy security.
Mr. Kuleba also stressed that Ukraine
came to the conference not empty-handed,
but with a concrete proposal to help on
various environmental issues.
“Ukraine looked very dignified as an
active state that not only asks for help but
also helps those who need it. Our assistance to our partners in fighting the fires in
Turkey and Greece this summer is a clear
indication of this,” Mr. Kuleba said.

General Staff of the Armed Forces of Ukraine

Ukrainian soldiers run in a trench on October 18.
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Svoboda awarded
Antonovych prize and $25,000
On October 30, officials from the Omelan and Tatiana Antonovych Foundation
presented the 2020 Antonovych prize to Svoboda during an award ceremony in the
Ukrainian Embassy in Washington. During that ceremony, the foundation also said
it awarded Svoboda, the oldest continuously published Ukrainian-language newspaper in the world, a prize of $25,000. Antonovych officials stipulated that the
prize money is to go to the Ukrainian National Association (UNA) Publications
Endowment Fund.
The jury for this year’s prize – made up of Profs. Martha Bohachevsky-Chomiak,
Roman Szporluk and Serhii Plokhy – wrote that they recommended Svoboda for
the prize because of the “important historical and contemporary role” the newspaper has played in the lives of Ukrainians throughout the world.
“Svoboda is more than a newspaper. She has grown beyond a newspaper. She
defines Ukrainian life in America and beyond,” Ms. Bohachevsky-Chomiak said in a
speech delivered in Ukrainian during the award ceremony on October 30.
Others who spoke at the award ceremony also stressed the role Svoboda has
played in the Ukrainian diaspora. Ukraine’s Ambassador to the United States
Oksana Markarova pointed out that, since its founding in 1893 and through
Ukraine’s renewed independence in 1991, Svoboda was a repository of Ukrainian
culture and language precisely at a time when various regimes sought to root out
and destroy that culture and language in Ukraine. It was Svoboda and other diaspora newspapers that helped Ukrainians around the globe remember their heritage, traditions and language.
Or, as Roma Hadzewycz, the editor-in-chief of Svoboda from 2007-2020 and the
editor-in-chief of The Ukrainian Weekly from 1980-2020, put it in her acceptance
speech at the award ceremony: “… Over the decades people have variously
described Svoboda’s mission, its role. I believe that Prof. Taras Hunczak correctly
characterized Svoboda as a guardian – a guardian of Ukrainians. This is perhaps
the most straightforward and accurate description of Svoboda in more than 128
years of its history.”
The newspaper and its dedicated staff have throughout the years worked to protect and champion the very freedoms for which the newspaper is named: freedom
of the press, freedom of information, and freedom for Ukraine and the Ukrainian
people. The list of Svoboda’s current and former staff is too long to mention here,
but let us say that the 2020 Antonovych Prize is a recognition of the work all of
these individuals have done on behalf of Ukraine and Ukrainians around the world
to secure those freedoms. But a newspaper without readers isn’t much of a newspaper, and Svoboda’s legacy as the oldest continually published Ukrainian language
newspaper in the world – now the oldest award-winning continually published
Ukrainian language newspaper – is a direct result of its readers and their desire to
have their own newspaper. Therefore, we congratulate not only the staff both past
and present of the newspaper, but we thank its readers for supporting what has
long been our newspaper, our Svoboda.

Nov.

Turning the pages back...
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Forty-five years ago, on November 9, 1976, a Citizens
Committee to Monitor Compliance with the Helsinki Accords
was established in Ukraine (known simply as the Ukrainian
Helsinki Group). The organization was headed by Mykola
Rudenko, a Ukrainian poet and a member of the Soviet chapter
of Amnesty International.
Other members of the organization included Ukrainian dissidents Lev Lukianenko,
Nina Strokata, Oles Berdnyk and Oksana Meshko. Gen. Petro Hryhorenko, who was sentenced to five years in a psychiatric asylum for defending the rights of the Crimean Tatars,
was a delegate to the Moscow-based Soviet Citizens Committee to Monitor Compliance
with the Helsinki Accords.
The Ukrainian delegation was demanding participation as a separate representation at
the upcoming conference on the Helsinki Accords in Belgrade in 1976.
By 1977, Soviet authorities began arresting members of the Ukrainian Helsinki Group,
and within two years all of the founding members were tried and sentenced to exile or
imprisonment for 7 to 10 years. In 1980, UHG members Oleksiy Tykhy and Vasyl Stus died
while in Soviet prison camps.
The 1986 Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe that was held in Vienna
coincided with the 10th anniversary of the formation of the Ukrainian Helsinki Group. The
UHG in its appeal to the Vienna conference noted, “From the very first day of its existence,
the group itself became the object of harsh repressions and human rights violations.”
Members of the UHG’s External Representation, which was founded in 1978 to represent
the interests of the UHG abroad, in describing the Soviet policy of glasnost or openness,
stated: “No matter how you juggle the term ‘openness,’ the concept remains a sham as
long as people are held in prison specifically for attempting to avail themselves of openness.”
The Ukrainian Weekly in 1986 marked the UHG’s 10th anniversary with a dedicated
special issue – a 12-page pull-out section and a front-page tribute to the 39 members of
the UHG and four of those members – Yuriy Lytvyn, Mykhailo Melnyk, Stus and Tykhy –
who had given their lives for the cause of defending human rights in Ukraine.
The tribute concluded: “We Ukrainians living outside the borders of Ukraine in the free
countries of the world, see it as our sacred duty to uphold the movement for human and

1976

(Continued on page 19)
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A truth learned from a snake
by Natalie Wowk
I don’t much care for snakes. I know they
are good for the environment. Yet when I’m
jogging and spy one on my path I always
detour. An irrational recoil, perhaps, but
that’s me.
This snake was different. For one thing it
was neither alive, nor in my way. Working
as a research assistant, I had a chance to
poke around a professor’s private library. I
found this viper tucked away on a bookshelf, coiled around a swagger stick. Being
curious, I touched it. The thing was stiff
with age, hand-made. Folk art? Then I saw
words carved into its sides: “A Remem
brance of the European War of 1914-15-16,
17-18” and “Edgewood, B.C.” Who shaped
this serpent of a book? And why?
So, I asked the good professor. He told me
about Canada’s first national internment
operations. Between 1914 and 1920 thousands of Ukrainians and other Europeans
were branded “enemy aliens,” rounded up
under the powers of the War Measures Act,
transported to 24 internment camps in the
Dominion’s hinterlands, and forced to do
heavy labor for the profit of their jailers.
Many thousands more endured other statesanctioned censures, including disenfranchisement, not because they had done anything wrong but only because of where they
had come from, who they were. As pre-war
racism and wartime xenophobia combined,
the civil liberties of these immigrants, who
were earlier lured to this country with
promises of free land and freedom, were
Natalie Wowk is an honours student at
Kingston Secondary School in Kingston,
Ontario, and a part time as a research assistant at the Royal Military College of Canada.

abruptly terminated. One place of detention
was a camp at Edgewood, British Columbia.
That answered my “where” question. But
who crafted this viper and for whom are
unlikely to ever be known.
Most Canadians, myself included, have
never heard about this historic injustice. In
part, that’s because survivors were afraid
to speak about what was done to them.
Government records were also deliberately
destroyed. For me what’s especially galling
is that I am partly of Ukrainian heritage, a
Kingstonian, born and raised. On a hill
overlooking the Canadian city stands Fort
Henry, a UNESCO World Heritage site, popular with tourists. Few ever learn it was
also Canada’s first permanent internment
camp. I must admit I grinned at the irony of
this, recalling how I once looked into applying for a summer job with the Fort Henry
Guard. I would have paraded on the very
drill square where German POWs and
“Austrian” civilian internees hung out during their imprisonment, where my
Ukrainian grandfather would have been
confined if he had been around when the
Great War broke out.
So, I began to consider the issue of
redress. How does any society right past
wrongs? Answering that can be contentious. While my friends and I were horrified by the news of the unmarked graves of
indigenous children, victims of the residential schools, the stringent demands that followed, calling for the removal of monuments to historical figures, were also unsettling. Until just a few weeks ago men like
Sir John A. Macdonald were honored as our
country’s founding fathers. Now we’re told
to think of him as a villain. And so, his stat(Continued on page 10)

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Politicization of COVID-19
nothing short of lunacy
Dear Editor:

When a careless high school student
does some homework half-heartedly and,
e.g., only grasps half of some definition, he
usually doesn’t advertise that fact. But
Roman Kernitsky, a gentleman with a professional education, albeit not in the
humanities, chooses a rather different tack:
he proudly advertises his carelessness in
his letter to the editor in The Ukrainian
Weekly (October 31).
“Insurrection” means and is defined as a
revolt against established authority or as
an act of rebellion against civil authority or
an established government. Mr. Kernitsky
seems to think that because former
President Donald Trump was in government, he could not have promoted or committed insurrection against it. News flash:
our constitutional order, whose most
important element is the peaceful transition of power, is our highest established
authority, so a revolt against that authority,
as evidenced by January 6 and all of the
other examples I cited in my earlier letter,
is an attempted insurrection, which,
incredibly, Mr. Trump continues to promote
with his big lie.
Mr. Trump did indeed facilitate the expedited development of the COVID-19 vaccines, and for that he deserves praise and
gratitude. But he in every other respect

also botched our government’s handling of
the COVID-19 crisis, resulting in the needless deaths of tens if not hundreds of thousands of our fellow citizens. With but 4 percent of the world’s population, we’ve suffered 20 percent of all COVID-19 deaths.
The virus is not a Republican or
Democratic issue; it is a public health issue.
The politicization of COVID-19, the mostly
Republican opposition to masks and/or
vaccines, has been nothing short of lunacy.
Bohdan Vitvitsky
Summit, N.J.

GUIDELINES FOR LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR

The Ukrainian Weekly welcomes letters
to the editor that react to articles published
on its pages. Opinions expressed by letter
writers are their own and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of either The
Weekly editorial staff or its publisher, the
Ukrainian National Association.
Letters must be signed (anonymous letters are not published) and the city from
which they are sent will be published under
the author’s name. However, the daytime
phone number, e-mail address and complete mailing address of the letter-writer
must be given for verification purposes.
The length of letters cannot exceed 250 words. Letters may
be edited or abridged. The Weekly reserves
the right to edit for clarity, civility and
accuracy.
Letters should be sent to staff@
ukrweekly.com or to The Ukrainian
Weekly, 2200 Route 10, P.O. Box 280,
Parsippany, NJ 07054.
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COMMENTARY

International law
at the Ukrainian Free University
by Askold S. Lozynskyj
This commentary is written on the occasion of the 100th anniversary of the founding of the Ukrainian Free University (UFU),
today located in Munich, but originally in
Vienna, then Prague. It was located in
Munich only after World War II. The history
of this remarkable institution has been written many times and by many authors, mostly in Ukrainian. My purpose is not to reiterate, but to offer a glimpse into its contribution into the legal realm of international law.
The Ukrainian Free University remains
today a European institution of higher education and hub of Ukrainian scholarship.
The enrolment today consists primarily of
students from Ukraine with a desire to
experience Western learning. Its faculty is
both from the West and Ukraine.
The UFU was founded in Vienna in 1921
by leading Ukrainian exiles, intellectuals,
professors and politicians. In the same year,
the UFU moved to Prague, where it expanded and functioned successfully in collaboration with Charles University and the
German University in Prague. In 1945,
when Soviet troops entered Prague, part of
the UFU moved to Bavaria, where the university resumed its activities in Munich. In
1950, the Bavarian Ministry of Higher
Education allowed the UFU to issue master’s, doctoral and habilitation diplomas.

Today the UFU is one of the oldest private
universities in Germany and the only higher educational institution outside Ukraine
where education is conducted in Ukrainian.
It functions in the German and English languages as well.
The UFU is structured on democratic
European traditions and encourages intellectual freedom and critical thinking. It is
active within the international academic
community in Germany, and as such professes and disseminates through education
the European values of freedom, justice
and tolerance, strengthens the principles of
openness and free access to information,
works to form transparent learned opinions, which serve as a basis for the democratic development of society and the welfare of its citizens. This is a paraphrase
from its by-laws.
The preamble to its current by-laws
reads specifically as follows: “The task of
[the UFU] in Germany is multifaceted: to
provide quality education to students; form
ethically responsible and competent individuals who are able to build a healthy civil
society and lead the process of further
social and economic change to create a
more just and viable society; create prerequisites for the development of Ukrainian
scholarship in Germany through research;
(Continued on page 12)

A film presentation on the Ukrainian
independence referendum of 1991

Courtesy of Christina Sawicky Mazurkevich

Individuals gathered in the Writers Union (Spilka Pysmenykiv) building in Kyiv to
view a film made 30 years ago about the Ukrainian independence referendum. The
film was screened in Kyiv on August 24.
by Ulana Mazurkevich
It is August 24 and I am in Kyiv to commemorate the 30th anniversary of
Ukraine’s renewed independence and to
show a film which I made 30 years ago
when I came to Kyiv to help with the independence referendum of 1991. I remember
those halcyon days when, together with
Rukh activists, I traveled to villages, train
stations, bus depots asking people to cast
their vote for an independent Ukraine. I
know that the face of Ukraine today would
not have been possible without Rukh.
Rukh was the movement that changed
Ukraine. It began in September 1989 when

the First Congress of the Popular Movement
of Ukraine, known as Rukh, met and elected
Ivan Drach as its head and Mykhailo Horyn
its secretary. Then this great popular movement, taking on the form of a tsunami, swept
across Ukraine, capturing the hearts and
minds of Ukrainians who looked to Rukh as
the proverbial Moses who was going to lead
them to the promised land. Rukh was not a
political party; it was a uniting force. It united people from various backgrounds; it
united eastern and western Ukraine; it united them all in a common goal: the formation of an independent Ukraine.
(Continued on page 10)

Exemplars of courage: 45th anniversary
of Ukrainian Helsinki Group formation
by Orest Deychakiwsky
It took great courage, fortitude and
moral strength. Leonid Brezhnev’s Soviet
Union did not take kindly to those who
dared to dissent. Reporting and calling out
the authorities on their violations of international norms – indeed, of their own constitution – was a dangerous occupation.
Yet 45 years ago, on November 9, 1976,
10 brave men and women in Kyiv organized a group of citizens to monitor Soviet
compliance with the human rights provisions of the Helsinki Final Act, signed a year
earlier, in August 1975, by the Soviet Union,
United States, Canada and 32 European
states.
Besides the Ukrainian Helsinki Group,
similar Soviet monitoring groups were
formed in Moscow, Lithuania, Georgia and
Armenia, as along with several affiliated
entities. UHG eventually became the largest.
In keeping with its monitoring mission,
the Ukrainian group, led by writer and poet
Mykola Rudenko, produced extensive documentation on Soviet repression in Ukraine.
In numerous memoranda and open letters,
they exposed the harsh realities and immorality of the Soviet system. The UHG chronicled myriad human rights violations, notably the persecution of individual Ukrainian
dissidents. In addition to their attempts to
hold the Soviet government accountable for
its human rights violations, the Monitors
also addressed Moscow’s relentless campaign of russification and the suppression of
Ukraine’s linguistic, cultural, religious and
political identity. For the Soviet Communist
regime this was a direct attack on their
efforts to create an artificial Soviet nation
which would, for all practical purposes,
eradicate various non-Russian nations and
ethnic groups. And as Ukraine was the largest non-Russian republic with a long history
of resistance to Soviet rule, the UHG was
perceived as especially threatening.
Just as the Ukrainian group was determined to see that the promises of the
Helsinki Final Act were extended to the
people of Ukraine, the Soviet regime was
equally determined not to give them any
public voice. A harsh crackdown ensued.
And while each of the Soviet Helsinki
groups faced persecution, the UHG was the
most severely repressed. Within two years
of its creation, all 10 of its founders had
been sentenced to terms of imprisonment
of 7 to 10 years, then internal exile. That
did not deter other courageous dissidents,
some of them already in labor camps, from
joining. In the end, of the 37 Ukrainian
monitors, all but one was subjected to long
terms in labor camp and internal exile.
Four Ukrainian monitors – Vasyl Stus,
Oleksa Tykhy, Valeriy Marchenko, and Yuri
Lytvyn – sacrificed their very lives in the
notorious Perm Camp No. 36. And this was
as late as 1984 and 1985.
What the men and women who participated in the Ukrainian Helsinki Groups
endured is a tribute to their courage, determination and adherence to principles
enshrined in the Helsinki Final Act – for
Orest Deychakiwsky may be reached at
odeychak@gmail.com.

speaking truth to power. By any definition
of this term, they were heroes.
The members of the Ukrainian group laid
the groundwork for the events that were to
follow, culminating in Ukraine’s freedom
and independence. They played an important role during the crucial late 1980s and
early 1990s as the Ukrainian people were
increasingly determining their own fate.
Vyacheslav Chornovil, Levko Lukianenko
and Mykhaylo Horyn – whom I consider to
be among Ukraine’s founding fathers –
came from the Helsinki movement.
Several UHG members were able to emigrate after having been repressed – Mykola
Rudenko, Raisa Rudenko, Gen. Petro
Grigorenko, Nina Strokata-Karavanska,
Nadia Svitlychna, Leonid Plyshch, Danylo
Shumuk and Petro Ruban, and continued to
speak out about the oppressive nature of
Soviet rule. They, as well as many other of
their noble compatriots who remained in
Ukraine, have departed this life.
Some of the surviving UHG members
remain prominent in Ukraine’s social and
political life. Two recently visited the
United States. Founding UHG Member
Myroslav Marynovych, now vice-rector of
the Ukrainian Catholic University, presented his recently published book, “The
Universe Behind Barbed Wire: Memoirs of
a Soviet Ukrainian Dissident,” at several
universities (including my alma mater, the
University of Notre Dame), and in cities
with major Ukrainian American populations. Iosyf Zisels, who, like Mr.
Marynovych, spent years in the gulag, is
one of the most prominent members of
Ukraine’s Jewish community. I was delighted at the opportunity to reconnect with
both men and honored to share the stage
as a co-panelist with Mr. Zisels at the recent
Center for U.S.-Ukraine Relations conference in New York on the 30th anniversary
of Ukraine’s independence.
In the United States there were numerous efforts by governments, parliaments
and NGOs to defend the Helsinki monitors.
Congress was especially active on their
behalf in the late 1970s through the mid1980s. At the Commission on Security and
Cooperation in Europe (U.S. Helsinki
Commission) where I worked, we held
Congressional hearings on the UHG’s 5th
anniversary, introduced and passed
Congressional resolutions, issued statements, organized Capitol Hill events,
including one marking the 10th anniversary of the UHGs creation, and published
English language translations of the
Group’s documents. U.S. delegations to
international conferences and meetings of
the Conference on Security and Coope
ration in Europe – now known as the OSCE
– focused a great deal of attention on the
plight of the Helsinki Monitors and other
human rights violations, including, of
course, the UHG. The Soviets were none too
happy about all this attention to their
human rights misdeeds – something they
had not expected when they signed the
Helsinki Final Act.
Defending the Helsinki Monitors was
also a principal focus of Ukrainian
American activity – especially groups such
as Smoloskyp, the External Representation
(Continued on page 16)
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Courtesy of UCU

Perelaz revelers flaunt their embroidered finery as they gather around acclaimed Ukrainian musician and DJ Oleh Skrypka (wearing hat) at the close of festivities on October 9.

Ukrainian Catholic University holds first charity folk-ball ‘Perelaz’ in the United States
Event raises more than $100,000 for UCU
by Mariana Karapinka
PHILADELPHIA – A charity folk-ball
“Perelaz” was held at St. Michael the
Archangel Church in Jenkintown, Pa., on
October 9. The event, the first of its kind in
North American, attracted some 300 people and raised more than $100,000 for the
Ukrainian Catholic University.
“It’s a great honor to be the first place in
America to continue a wonderful tradition
like Perelaz in support of the Ukrainian
Catholic University,” said Auxiliary Bishop of
Philadelphia Andriy Rabiy of the Ukrainian
Greek-Catholic Church as he greeted guests.
Event organizers had been planning to
hold Perelaz (Neighborly Fences) for several years. If not for the ongoing COVID-19
pandemic and the resulting restrictions,
organizers said the event would have taken
place last year.
“A number of friends from Lviv came for
the enthronement of Metropolitan
Archbishop Borys Gudziak in 2019, and we
started to discuss the idea of collecting
funds in Philadelphia for the support of students and projects of the Ukrainian Catholic
University,” said Askold Sandurskyy, the
head of the event’s organizing committee.
“We immediately decided that the best
format would be the Perelaz folk-ball, and
the most appropriate place would be the
territory of Mykhailivka [St. Michael’s],
which also functions as a spiritual-cultural
center for Ukrainians in Philadelphia,” Mr.
Sandurskyy said.
Iryna Mazur, the honorary consul of
Ukraine in Philadelphia, said UCU support-

ers understand the value of the university
to Ukraine.
“The Ukrainian Catholic University is
concerned about our future, about the
mentality and vision of statehood that our
young people will have,” Ms. Mazur said.
Ihor Zharyi, a member of the parish
council at St. Michael the Archangel Church,
echoed the sentiment.
“What good is success without conscience, humanity or faith?” Mr. Zharyi said.
“I support UCU because this university
understands that.”
Among the guests of the folk-ball was
Ukraine’s Ambassador to the United States
Oksana Markarova, who said that attending
and supporting the event for her was not
simply a matter of protocol. It was an
opportunity to continue a tradition of supporting an important Ukrainian educational institution.
“Even if I had many cities to choose from,
I would still be right here,” Ms. Markarova
said. “My family and I didn’t miss any activities for UCU in Lviv or in Kyiv. And now,
when the first such event is happening here
in America, of course I couldn’t miss it. [I
came] not only as ambassador to the
United States, but as a long-time member of
the Friends of UCU,” Ms. Markarova said.
While it was the first time a Perelaz even
was held in Philadelphia, the event has
become an annual tradition for officials at
the university. In order to help kick-start
the event in the United States, UCU ViceRector Myroslav Marynovych came from
Lviv to attend the event here. He brought
with him more than 40 Ukrainian entrepre-

Courtesy of Andriy Melnyk

A group of entrepreneurs from Ukraine took part in Perelaz on October 9 and had an
opportunity to visit St. Michael the Archangel Church in Jenkintown, Pa.

Courtesy of Andriy Melnyk

Individuals take part in a charity folk-ball “Perelaz” at St. Michael the Archangel
Church in Jenkintown, Pa., on October 9. The event, the first of its kind in North
American, attracted some 300 people and raised more than $100,000 for the
Ukrainian Catholic University.
neurs, long-time friends and benefactors of
UCU for whom Perelaz has long been a
favorite party and a customary way to support the university in Ukraine.
Metropolitan Archbishop Borys Gudziak
of the Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of
Philadelphia noted during the event how
many Ukrainians traveled to Philadelphia to
attend Perelaz, which in Ukrainian is an
opening or set of steps that allows people to
traverse a fence in order to visit neighbors.
“I don’t know if so many people would
travel so far to Philadelphia for any other
event. This is an important precedent.
Philadelphians, now we need to travel
together as guests to Lviv,” said Archbishop
Gudziak, who is also president of UCU.
Archbishop Gudziak thanked the evening’s benefactors and said they are among
a growing group of people who are making
a lasting impact on the university.
“Philadelphia belongs to 20 cities that
have committees that support UCU. And this
network of support and love, I am convinced,
will continue to transform the university
community,” Archbishop Gudziak said.
“My mother and father attended Perelaz
in Lviv a number of times and talked about
this fine family celebration, so I was glad to
travel here from New York,” said Sofika
Zielyk, a Ukrainian American artist who
lives in New York.
UCU Vice-Rector Myroslav Marynovych
also thanked the global Ukrainian community for developing important leaders for
the university.
“Without the expatriate of Syracuse and
Harvard, Archbishop Borys Gudziak, a
Ukrainian from Belgium, Fr. Mykhailo

Dymyd, and a number of other diaspora
Ukrainians, UCU would be like 220 other
universities [in Ukraine which are] unable
to overcome the genetic defects of communist education. UCU has gathered around
itself those Ukrainians who suffocated in the
stale atmosphere of ‘Soviet man’ and found
in the university a space for self-realization
and inspiring work,” Mr. Marynovych said.
A key portion of every Perelaz event is a
charity art auction, and Philadelphia was
no exception. Guests bid on 14 lots, including icons and graphics of noted Ukrainian
artists, as well as necklaces and designer
Christmas decorations.
Viktor Morozov created the musical
atmosphere for the event, and guests were
treated to a separate surprise, as famed
Ukrainian musician Oleh Skrypka attended
the party in Philadelphia.
The Ukrainian Selfreliance Federal
Credit Union, Meest and Askold and
Svitlana Sandurskyy sponsored the event.
Individuals who donated to support student scholarships at UCU included George
and Roma Temnycky, Oksana BachynskyTa ra siu k , A n drew a n d Christ in a
Tershakovec, Stephen and Julia Szyszka,
and Ihor and Vira Zharyi. Contributions
were also made by Assumption of the BVM
Parish in Perth Amboy, N.J., St. Josaphat
Parish in Trenton, N.J., St. Nicholas Parish in
Passaic, N.J., among many others. The largest donation of $20,000 was made by an
anonymous donor.
It was announced during the evening
that Oleh Tretiak and his sister, Christina,
donated to establish a scholarship fund in
memory of their parents, Maria and Kost.
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A film...
(Continued from page 7)
I remember being in Ukraine during the
heady days prior to the referendum of
1991. The headquarters of Rukh, located
across from the Lybid Hotel where I hosted
and funded the victory party after the overwhelming independence win, was a beehive of activity. There were buses and vans
filled with activists leaving for the hinterlands of Ukraine to convince the population
to vote for a free Ukraine. Inside Rukh, a
printing press was spewing 30 million flyers to be distributed and also to be mailed
to households in eastern Ukraine explaining why it was important to vote in support
of a free Ukraine.
As one of our many activities in support
of Rukh, my Ukrainian Human Rights
Committee in Philadelphia had campaign
buttons made which said “I am for a free
Ukraine – Referendum 1991.” I delivered
thousands of these buttons and passed

them out at train stations, in schools, in factories. Thousands of these buttons were
given to activists who were going to
Luhansk and other towns in eastern
Ukraine to distribute there.
Now I find myself 30 years later standing in the beautiful hall of the Writers
Union (Spilka Pysmenykiv) ready to show
my film. It is a bittersweet moment. In
attendance are some of the activists from
the referendum. Mykola Zhulynsky, Bohdan
Horyn, Ivan Zajac, as well as the intellectual
elite of Kyiv, the renowned historian
Volodymyr Serhichuk, writers, poets, the
noted sculptor Mykola Znoba, and the film
director Oles Yanchuk, as well as the former Ukrainian ambassador to the United
States, Valeriy Chaly.
My good friend, the former first lady of
Ukraine, Kateryna Yushchenko, opened the
film presentation and delivered remarks
about the referendum.
In closing the presentation, the assembled audience recognized those great men,
the founders of Rukh who are no longer
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Courtesy of Christina Sawicky Mazurkevich

Ulana Mazurkevich (second from the right) is joined after the screening of her film
by Chrystia Savytsky Mazurkevich (left), former first lady of Ukraine Kateryna
Yushchenko (second from the left), and Dorian Mazurkevich, a U.S. diplomat and
intellectual property attaché serving at the U.S. Embassy in Kyiv.
with us, among them Ivan Drach, Mykola
Horyn, Vyacheslav Chornovil. I take a
moment to underscore how important it is
that the Ukrainian government recognize
Rukh and the founding fathers of contemporary Ukraine, men like Ivan Zajac,
Mykola Zhulynsky Stephan Khmara and
Dmytro Pavlychko. They devoted their very
being to propel Ukraine to independence
and sovereignty.

A truth...
(Continued from page 6)
ue in Kingston, Ontario, came a-toppling
down. I am left perplexed: Is erasing history a good thing?
Such debates go beyond any particular
race, creed, or color. Just before the recent
federal election, Canadian Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau apologized to Italian
Canadians. That evoked protests from
some historians who, putting this prosaically, argued the “fascists got what they
deserved.” Again, discord.
Had Ukrainian Canadians ever demanded an apology and compensation for World
War I internment operations? And, given
my paternal heritage, did “my” community
suffer what the newspapers nowadays
describe as “inter-generational trauma?”
That formulation puzzles me. How can any
wrong, physical or psychological, become
inter-generational? If grave injuries were
inflicted upon my great-grandparents, how
could it have an enduring impact on my
life? Does an indignity suffered by one person become part of the genetic makeup of
another, unalterably so, or is this about sentiments first nurtured, grievances then
implanted, which carry forward only after
that? I might eventually study such questions at university – if only I could figure
out whether doing so requires taking
courses in philosophy, or molecular medicine, or perhaps both.
In the meantime, I just asked. I don’t
have enough words to write everything I
heard, but the Ukrainian Canadian redress
movement was informed by a survivor’s
simple prescription: Any such campaign
“should be about memory, not money.” My
professor liked the internee’s instruction.
So do I. The answer to whether a severe
wrongdoing, psychic or otherwise, can be
passed along to succeeding generations
still eludes me. However, I believe recognizing what happened in history is an imperative, indeed a foundational step on any path
to genuine reconciliation. Oddly enough,
given my aversion to such creatures, I need
to remember how I learned this truth from
a snake.
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Ukrainian Navy crew completes training in Baltimore
Donated patrol cutter renamed
after ‘Hero of Ukraine’
by Zenon Stakhiv
BALTIMORE – A fifth group of Ukrainian coast guard sailors finished their six-week training course on October 22 at
the U.S. Coast Guard Yard at Curtis Bay, near Baltimore.
They returned to their home port, Odesa, two days later.
The full 16-member crew trained on the coast guard
cutter that they will operate when it is delivered to Odesa
sometime early next year. The cutter is the fifth boat donated by the U.S. Coast Guard. It is being refitted while in port at
the Coast Guard Yard. The Island Class cutter was renamed
“Vyacheslav Kubrak” in honor of Marine Ensign Vyacheslav
Kubrak, who was named a “Hero of Ukraine” by Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy on August 22, 2020.
Mr. Kubrak was mortally wounded October 11, 2019,
while leading a demining operation at the front lines in
Donbas. The citation that accompanied his medal from Mr.
Zelenskyy reads as follows: “Ensign Kubrak is awarded
‘Hero of Ukraine’ for personal courage and heroism shown

uaznaypravdu.livejournal.com

Marine Ensign Vyacheslav Kubrak

Olena Fedorchuk

U.S. Coast Guard officials and members of the Ukrainian Navy – the fifth group of Ukrainian coast guard sailors
who finished a six-week training course on October 22 – were greeted by Ukrainian Ambassador Oksana
Markarova (center wearing blue skirt) and Maj. Gen. Borys Kremenetsky (to the left of Ms. Markarova), defense
attaché at the Ukrainian Embassy in Washington.
in defense of the state sovereignty and territorial integrity
of Ukraine, and selfless service to the Ukrainian people.”
His widow, Anastasia, continues to serve in the same
Marine brigade as Mr. Kubrak.
The official ceremony was held for the graduating sailors,
with at least 20 U.S. Coast Guard officials and officers in
attendance. They were greeted by Ukrainian Ambassador
Oksana Markarova and Maj. Gen. Borys Kremenetsky,
defense attaché at the Ukrainian Embassy in Washington.
Also in attendance were Capt. (1st rank) Serhiy Fedorchuk,
naval attaché at the Ukrainian embassy, and Capt. (2nd
rank) Ihor Trukhan, who is the training mission commander.

A series of brief remarks were delivered by various
dignitaries. James Knight, deputy assistant commandant
for acquisition, greeted those gathered at the ceremony
and congratulated the sailors for their hard work and
excellent outcome.
Mr. Kremenetsky briefly cited the important meeting
earlier in the week in Kyiv between U.S. Secretary of
Defense Llyod Austin and Ukrainian Defense Minister
Andriy Taran. He specifically noted the Zoom meeting
between Mr. Austin and Ukrainian Admiral Oleksiy
(Continued on page 17)
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Ukrainian American Veterans hold 74th National Convention
by Bohdan Dudycz
QUANTICO, Va. – The Ukrainian
American Veterans (UAV) met for their
annual National Convention in Marine
Corps Base Quantico on October 21-23.
Delegates representing 20 posts gathered
to discuss important policies, accomplishments and goals. The convention concluded with the election of a new National
Executive Board, which will serve a oneyear term in 2022-2023.
The COVID-19 pandemic, which has
impacted nearly every Ukrainian
American organization since 2020, also
limited the UAV’s activities. National
Commander Ihor Rudko noted how the
UAV has been affected by the ongoing pandemic.
“This virus has put a pall over our country and forced our citizens into isolation
and quarantine. We shelved many of our
programs but continued our community
service by communicating through social
media. In fact, last year’s convention was
virtual and modest when compared to
previous gatherings,” Mr. Rudko said.
But the organization has dealt with
other struggles as well.
“During the past year our organization
lost nearly 40 members due to various ailments that were not connected to COVID19. Even while under this duress, the UAV

International law...
(Continued from page 7)
deepen mutual understanding between
Europe and Ukraine initiating and conducting discussions on the historical and contemporary role of Ukraine; serve as ambassadors of Ukrainian scholarship and culture
in Europe” and, I might add, the rest of the
world.
My focus is on a specific curriculum and
its proponents at the University, in particular two individuals, scholars and major contributors to the University, albeit quite disparate, but having much expertise in international law, perhaps the most underdeveloped area of the law with little or no power
of executive action irrespective of myths
and singular accomplishments. This is an
area of the law entirely subservient to political pressure. Yet, in the world of the 21st
century, where wars and conflicts are to be
decided by diplomacy, this area has to be at
the very least functional and perhaps
somewhat effective.
It is precisely in this area that the UFU has
done some of its best work, if only because
the very essence of its founding was a product of international failure. It was established by people who were overwhelmed by
the military might of their numerous enemies. The international community came to
the side of the oppressors instead of those
needing it the most. Might was right not
only in the political world order but in all
spheres of life, including academia. Thus,
the university includes in its name the word
free, as in free from political influence.
Mykhailo Lozynsky was a Ukrainian
statesman, diplomat and jurist born in
what is now Western Ukraine in 1880. He
was a member of the government of the
Western Ukrainian People’s Republic and
participated as its representative in the
Paris Peace Conference as well as the talks
later with Poland. His law degree came
from Vienna and from 1921-1927 he
served as a professor of international law
and history of political thought at the
Ukrainian Free University in Prague.
He was intent on protecting Ukrainians

Olena Halkowycz

The 2022-2023 National Executive Board of the Ukrainian American Veterans is
(front row, from left to right): Welfare Officer Roman Stefaniuk, Chaplain Marian
Bojciuk, National Commander Ihor Rudko, Adjutant John Steciw, Quartermaster
Stephen Kostecki, and (back row, from left to right) Publications/PR Officer Bohdan
Dudycz, Vice Commander Matt Wroblewski, Finance Officer Peter Bencak,
Monument Officer Mathew Koziak, Roman Makuch, Leonid Kondratiuk, Judge
Advocate Michael Hrycak, Historian Edward Ziteck. Not pictured are Scholarship
Officer Nicholas Skirka, Webmaster Joe Nasevich and President of the Ladies
Auxiliary Oksana Koziak.
continued aiding veterans through our
critical programs,” Mr. Rudko said.
Many young people received scholar-

ships and members who found themselves
in dire straits received monetary assistance, the national commander said.

residing under Polish rule and had an ideological predilection, clearly naive, and in
1927 went to the USSR to teach in Kharkiv
and promote Galician reunification with
Soviet Ukraine. His ideology became a curse,
leading to his own demise, as he was arrested in 1930, served time in Kem and Solovki
and then was summarily shot on November
3, 1937, in the Karelian ASSR (Sandermokh).
Mr. Lozynsky presented international
law in simple terms. Here are a few of his
basic precepts taken from his syllabus as
professor of international law at the
Ukrainian Free University in 1922:
“International law is law that serves to
bind states in their relations amongst
themselves. ... States who bind themselves
through international law form an international community of states. ... The legal
nature of international law is distinct from
the legal nature of state law. ... The creators
of international law are the very subjects of
international law.”
And, perhaps most significantly, he
wrote the following: “At this point of development, the guarantors of international
law are, first, the legal convictions of
civilised nations of the world; ... two, the
mutual dependencies of the states; ... three,
fear from political isolation; ... four, fear
from the collective attack of interested
states; ... five; fear of war; ... six, decisions of
international organs. The results of these
decisions for a state against which they are
addressed depends upon the efficacy of the
international community of states.”
A generation later after World War II,
when the UFU had relocated to Bavarian
Munich, it became an oasis, an opportunity
for a unique generation, no lesser than
America’s greatest generation, to acquire
higher learning disrupted not only by the
war, but by dislocations. That generation
viewed international law with great hope
and perhaps less cynicism. Initially because
of the founding of the United Nations there
appeared to be good reason for hope.
Nevertheless, the basic premise remained
the same. The subjects of international law
continued to be strictly member states.
Hope derived from a belief that parties
other than governmental states would

become subjects of international law.
Thus enters Borys Vitoshynsky, a political prisoner of Poland when it occupied
western Ukraine and then of the Nazis at
their most notorious concentration camp at
Auschwitz. Educated in law at the Warsaw
University, he was honed more importantly
by his revolutionary activity and the persecution suffered by his Ukrainian people.
The title of his master’s thesis was
“International protection of civilians during
war and occupation.” It was likely a topic
very close to the author’s heart because he
and his family experienced just that lack of
international protection. The title of his
doctoral dissertation was “Insurgent movements and liberation wars during and after
World War II in the light of international
law.” The latter topic was also very close to
his heart because the author was an active
member of the Ukrainian liberation movement, a leading member of the Organization
of Ukrainian Nationalists. He wrote these
works not immediately after the war but 20
or 25 years thereafter, so there was a lot of
material, ideas and personal experience that
required research.
Mr. Vitoshynsky later taught these and
other topics of international law at the UFU.
Other topics included “Terrorism or the
struggle for liberation – a problem of international law,” “Self-determination – a trampled principle of International Law,”
“International Public Law,” and “Genocide
and International Law.” There are many
subtopics, but for the sake of brevity it
should be clear that Mr. Vitoshynsky wrote
not only on the basis of his education and
research, but on the basis of his own experience as a Ukrainian patriot and nationalist.
Mr. Vitoshynsky died in the vortex of his
political and scholarly work a few months
after Ukraine’s declaration of independence, almost as if he only wanted to witness that day, which was so important for
him and his people. His works require
thought, introspection and they are not
complete because the topic of international
law is so very incomplete.
For example, the term genocide is
defined in the United Nations Convention,
but the recognition of genocide remains a

Veterans helped in presenting colors at
public events and honoring veterans at
their funerals. UAV commitments to
Ukrainian soldiers who needed rehabilitation through loss of limbs have been met
and more help is on its way, Mr. Rudko
said.
During the convention, delegates discussed humanitarian efforts, welfare
grants and the organization’s by-laws. UAV
officials said the organization’s goals and
policies for the 2022-2023 term will be
made public when appropriate.
The final convention agenda item was
the formal election of a new UAV National
Executive Board. The convention concluded with a modest banquet where the new
Executive Board was sworn in for the
2022-2023 term.
Members of the new UAV Executive
Board said they are proud to serve in their
respective offices. UAV officials invite
American veterans who have Ukrainian
ancestry to join the organization. The UAV
has 20 posts located throughout the
United States. If there is no post located
nearby, individuals can join as membersat-large. Readers who would like more
information can contact Vice Commander
Matt Wroblewski, 586-755-9575, mwroblewski@comcast.net, or Publications
Officer Bohdan Dudycz, 224-456-8944,
uavpublicity@gmail.com.
political matter, not a legal one. The state of
Israel does not recognise any genocide save
for its own. Ukraine does not recognise the
Armenian genocide for the sake of friendship with Turkey, and Armenia has not recognised the Holodomor as genocide
because Ukraine has not recognised the
Armenian genocide, and probably because
of Russian opposition. It is a political game.
Similarly, there is still no international definition of terrorism, because terrorism for
some is a liberation movement for others.
Mr. Vitoshynsky was part of a liberation
struggle which Poles, Soviets and Russians
called terrorism.
Why are the writings of socialist jurist
Mykhailo Lozynsky and nationalist jurist
Borys Vitoshynsky important today?
Because we live in an era of global politics
available to constant public view and
judgement despite methods used by
authoritarians to inhibit pervasive familiarity. There is nothing local today; everything
has world coverage. International law,
which probably has the least practical value
of all legal sectors, is becoming very important every day. Its failures today are seen by
billions. For a nation, in particular a longenslaved one that is in constant anxiety
even as it pursues an independent existence now for 30 years, the international
community and its norms are very important. Law students and lawyers have equal
or greater responsibilities than politicians,
diplomats and states themselves because of
ethical considerations. Politicians, diplomats and states do not bother with ethics.
This is a topic not only for academic discussion but also for further effort at practical
implementation.
The author is the president of the
Ukrainian Free University Foundation, an
American structure formed in 1973 and
incorporated under the laws of the State of
New Jersey in 1975. It is recognised as tax
exempt by the U. S Treasury. The UFUF
finances much of the activity of the UFU,
offering, in particular, scholarships to financially needy and talented students. The
author, as far as he knows, is not related to
Mykhailo Lozynsky.
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Pobratymy Plast fraternity holds 54th annual meeting
by Andrij Fylypovych
BARABOO, Wis. – Following a two-year
hiatus as a result of COVID-19 pandemic
restrictions on in-person gatherings, the
Pobratymy fraternity of Plast Ukrainian
Scouting Organization held its 54th annual
meeting (rada).
Although the fraternity’s membership
is centered primarily in the Chicago area,
the weekend meeting attracted fraternity
members and friends from as far away as
Michigan, Pennsylvania and California. The
54th rada was held September 28-30 at the
American Ukrainian Youth Association
(AUYA) campground “Beskyd” near
Baraboo, Wis., a location which has graciously hosted these events for many years.
The rada was preceded on Friday by a
day-long canoe trip on the Wisconsin River
where the intrepid canoeists had to contend with ferocious headwinds, making the
normally smooth paddle quite difficult.
Participants were rewarded for their effort
by sightings of six American bald eagles
whose majestic flyovers were exciting to
watch. Less adventurous members spent
the day golfing at a nearby course.
That evening, members and prospective candidates of the fraternity shared
stories, anecdotes, jokes and updates on
their family and professional lives which

they had been unable to do in person over
the past two years. Participants rekindled
old friendships and welcomed the next
generation of scouts who share the
Pobratymy mission of promoting the ideals of Ukrainian scouting.
The formal meeting on Saturday
included a review of activities of the past
two years, changes to the organization’s
by-laws, formal acceptance of three new
members, election of a new leadership
and development of a work plan for the
coming year. The latter is particularly
important because the Pobratymy have
developed a relationship with potential
new members in Ukraine and many of
them joined the meeting via a Zoom call to
provide the U.S. attendees with information about their activities in Lviv and other
cities in Ukraine. It is currently anticipated
that new members from Ukraine will be
inducted into the fraternity with a ceremony to take place sometime next summer.
For the first time in many years the
rada also elected a new “bratukh,” a ceremonial post which carries with it the
responsibility of invigorating the flame of
the fraternity’s traditions and spirit of
Ukrainian scouting.
(Continued on page 17)

P.B. Shkrus

Members of the Pobratymy fraternity of Plast Ukrainian Scouting Organization gathered for their 54th annual meeting.

Plast Pobratymy hosts 23rd annual charity golf event
by George G. Kuritza
OAK BROOK, Ill. – Golfers from across
the nation gathered on a balmy end-ofsummer Saturday morning, September 11,
for the highly anticipated 23rd annual
Chicago Plast Golf Classic, which was held
this year at the Oak Brook Golf Course in
Oak Brook, Ill.
For the past two decades, more than
1,000 participants have come from all corners of the United States to participate in
the annual tournament. They have come
from California, Colorado, Illinois,
Wisconsin, Michigan, Missouri, Ohio, New
York, New Jersey, Massachusetts, Virginia,
Florida and Washington, D.C., to take part
in this very successful and well-attended
charity golf tournament and festivities
hosted by Plast Pobratymy scouting fraternity of the Plast Ukrainian Scouting
Organization.
Using a team scramble format to engage
the 66 men and women golfers, this outing
provided an opportunity for participants to
enjoy friendly competition and great camaraderie surrounded by beautiful natural
surroundings. The fun continued with the
customary post-golf reception, banquet
and festivities, which were held onsite.
Many friends and families from Chicago
and the surrounding community joined in
the festivities. Afterwards the award winners were announced.
The lowest score competition was won
by the team of Alexander Sosenko, Nicholas
Sosenko, Dan Kucinic and Pete Pustulka,
who together posted an impressive 16
under par in the scramble format. The
score was the lowest in the history of the
competition, which is now in its 23rd year.
Nicholas Sosenko and Katya Hrynewycz
won the men’s and women’s longest drive
competitions, while Alex Pilecky and Kathy
Saldan won the men’s and women’s closest
to the pin contest. Bohdan Matusiak won
the putting contest.
All of the proceeds from this year’s event
will provide continued financial support for

Alex Sosenko

The lowest score competition was won by the team of (from left to right) Peter
Pustulka, Dan Kucinic, Nicholas Sosenko and Alexander Sosenko, who together posted an impressive 16 under par in the scramble format.

Plast and The Pobratymy Foundation, a
not-for-profit 501(c)(3) organization established in 1992 by members of the Plast
Pobratymy fraternity.
The mission statement of the Pobratymy
Foundation reads as follows: “We believe in
Plast, the Ukrainian scouting movement, its
code of ethics and guiding principles. The
mission of the Pobratymy Foundation is to
promote and financially support the youth
developmental work of Plast in the world,
and in particular North America and in
Ukraine, as it matures into a free and democratic nation.”
Over the past 29 years, the foundation
has raised over $500,000 to carry out its
mission and further the principles of Plast
(Continued on page 17)

23nd Annual Chicago Plast Golf Classic 2021
Benefactors
The Pobratymy Foundation would like to express enormous gratitude to all of our wonderful
individual and corporate sponsors and volunteers for their support, generosity, and
commitment to the 22nd Annual Chicago Plast Golf Classic on Saturday, September 11, 2021
Dr. Bohdan and Roxanna Charkewycz
Charysh & Schroeder Ltd., Michael J. Charysh
Zenon Cybriwsky and Dr. Olenka Saikewicz
Cook Alex Ltd.. Andrew G. Kolomayets
Dr. George and Christine Demidowich
George and Bohdanna Domino
Dynamic Electronics, Myron Stasiuk
Edgebrook Radiology, Dr. George Kuritza
The Heritage Foundation
Roman, Alex, Juliana, and Adriana Hirniak
Lev and Halyna Holubec
Drs. Daniel and Christine Hryhorczuk
Metro Security Force Inc., Wasyl Mirutenko
Drs. Roman and Mary Mycyk

Park Ridge Pediatrics, Dr. Maria Hrycelak
North Avenue Animal Hospital - Dr. Roman and Marie Tkaczuk
Drs. Vassyl and Roksolana Lonchyna
Nestor and Olya Popowych
MJ GME Solutions, LLC
REM Builders, Walter Bratkiv
Dr. Andrew and Ruta Ripecky
Oleh and Maria Sajewych
Dr. Roman and Katherine Saldan
Selfreliance Foundation - Selfreliance Federal Credit Union
Oleh and Luba Skubiak
Irka Tkaczuk and Alan Golub
Lydia Tkaczuk
Ukrainian Catholic Education Foundation - Joe P. Solomini, CFO

Pobratymy Foundation, founded by the Plast Pobratymy Fraternity in 1992, is a 501 (c)(3) tax-exempt corporation,
which supports the ongoing activities of Plast-Ukrainian Scouting Organization and other similar tax-exempt organizations.
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(Continued from page 2)
More troops stationed near border
Ukraine says Russia has kept tens of
thousands of troops near its border following military exercises, in what Kyiv
described as part of Moscow’s attempts to
exert pressure on its neighbor. The number
of Russian troops not far from the
Ukrainian border and in areas controlled
by Russia-backed separatists in eastern
Ukraine now totals 90,000, the Defense
Ministry said on November 3. The ministry
said specifically that units of the Russian
41st army remained in the Russian town of
Yelnya, about 260 kilometers north of the
Ukrainian border, after Russia’s armed forces recently held a series of large-scale drills.
“It should be noted that the Russian
Federation periodically resorted to the

practice of transferring and accumulating
military units in order to maintain tensions
in the region and political pressure on
neighboring countries,” it said. Kremlin
spokesman Dmitry Peskov said in a conference call with reporters that Russia “maintains a troop presence on its territory
wherever it deems necessary.” This spring,
a massive buildup of Russian troops in the
country’s west alarmed Kyiv and its
Western backers and fueled fears of an
escalation of large-scale hostilities. Moscow
later said it ordered the troops back to
base. Relations between Kyiv and Moscow
have plummeted since 2014, when Russia
annexed Ukraine’s Crimea Peninsula and a
war broke out between Ukrainian government forces and Russia-backed separatists
in eastern Ukraine. The fighting has
claimed the lives of 13,200 people. Earlier
this week, the U.S. news outlet Politico
reported that commercial satellite photos
supplied by the U.S. space company Maxar
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Technologies showed around 1,000 military vehicles near the Russian town of
Yelnya. “Based on a review of recent satellite images, the equipment (which includes
tanks, armored personnel carriers, selfpropelled artillery and associated support
equipment) likely began arriving in the
area in late September,” Maxar said in an
e-mailed comment. At the time, Ukraine’s
Defense Ministry said it had not observed
any Russian military buildup near the border. (RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service, with
reporting by AP, Reuters and TASS)

Lawmakers accept Cabinet resignations

Ukrainian lawmakers have accepted the
resignation letters of First Deputy Prime
Minister Oleksiy Lyubchenko and
Environment Minister Roman Abramovskiy
amid media reports saying parliament
plans to discuss a government reshuffle
this week. Other government officials who
submitted resignation letters to parliament
– the Verkhovna Rada – in recent days
include two deputy prime ministers,
Oleksiy Reznikov and Oleh Uruskiy, and
Defense Minister Andriy Taran. Lawmakers
from the ruling Servant of the People party
said on November 1 they would nominate
Mr. Reznikov to replace Mr. Taran. Prime
Minister Denys Shmyhal has said that
changes in the government were possible,
but declined to comment further. (RFE/RL’s
Ukrainian Service)
Gazprom declines to book extra capacity

Russia’s state-controlled Gazprom
declined to book more pipeline capacity via
Ukraine and Poland to ship gas to Europe in
the first three quarters of next year, in a
sign it may be waiting for approval of the
Russian-led Nord Stream 2 pipeline to
Germany. President Vladimir Putin said last
week that Gazprom would start pumping
extra natural gas into European gas storage
facilities once Russia finishes filling its own
stocks, which could happen by November
8. However, Gazprom did not book additional gas transit capacity via Ukraine and
the Yamal-Europe pipeline to Germany for
January-September 2022, according to the
results from several capacity auctions on
November 2. Bloomberg reported that
Gazprom can still book capacities at forthcoming monthly sales. Gas prices in Europe
have spiked in recent weeks, fueled by low
inventories and a strong recovery in global
demand as economies emerge from the
COVID-19 crisis. Russia, which provides
one-third of Europe’s gas imports, has been
accused by some analysts and European
officials of exacerbating the energy crisis to
advance approval of the controversial Nord
Stream 2 pipeline running under the Baltic
Sea. Moscow denies it is withholding supplies to exert pressure. German regulators
have until January to make a decision on
whether Nord Stream 2 is an independent
transport network in line with EU directives, after which the European Commission
has another two months to respond. Early
in October, the operator of Nord Stream 2
said that the first string of the pipeline
would be gradually filled to build inventory
and pressure. “Gazprom is presumably bet-

ting on Nord Stream 2 coming online fairly
soon – and does not want to assume additional obligations as of now as the Ukraine
transit route and the Yamal-Europe pipeline are likely to be used as balancing
routes once Nord Stream 2 is up and running,” Dmitry Marinchenko, senior director
at Fitch ratings agency, told Reuters. Ronald
Smith, senior oil and gas analyst at BCS brokerage, told the news agency that Russia
appears to want to fill Nord Stream 2 with
gas taken from the Yamal-Europe pipeline.
“If Nord Stream 2 isn’t soon approved for
launch, however, Gazprom may be forced to
request additional, more traditional transit
capacity on Yamal-Europe,” he said. (RFE/
RL, with reporting by Bloomberg and
Reuters)

Baldwin comments on Hutchins killing

U.S. actor Alec Baldwin said the death of
cinematographer Halyna Hutchins on a
movie set earlier this month was a “one-ina-trillion episode,” and he again expressed
his remorse over the death, saying the
Ukrainian-born Hutchins “was my family.”
Mr. Baldwin spoke to reporters in
Manchester, Vt., on October 30 in his first
on-camera comments since Ms. Hutchins
died after Mr. Baldwin fired the shot that
killed her during a rehearsal of a scene for
the western Rust. “There are incidental
accidents on film sets from time to time,
but nothing like this. This is a one-in-a-trillion episode,” Mr. Baldwin said in the
impromptu interview broadcast by entertainment network TMZ. Mr. Baldwin, who
previously expressed his grief over the
tragedy, said he could not comment on the
ongoing investigation. He said he answered
questions “as a courtesy” to reporters who
had been following him and his family and
asked them to stop trailing him. Mr.
Baldwin fired a live round from a Colt .45
during the rehearsal on October 21. The
round passed through Ms. Hutchins’ body
and struck director Joel Souza in the shoulder. She died, while he was treated in hospital for the injury and released. The film’s
assistant director, Dave Halls, had told Mr.
Baldwin that the gun was “cold” – meaning
it did not have a live round in the chamber.
Mr. Halls has told detectives that he did not
fully check the gun before declaring it safe.
The film’s armorer, Hannah Gutierrez-Reed,
24, who was responsible for keeping weapons safe on set, said in a statement on
October 29 that she had “no idea” where
the live round came from. Authorities have
not ruled out pressing criminal charges.
(RFE/RL)
Zelenskyy defends drone strike

Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy has defended the use of a
Turkish-supplied armed drone to strike
Russia-backed separatists in eastern
Ukraine, saying the military acted in selfdefense and did not violate any agreements. “When the Ukrainian army feels the
need to defend its land, it does so. And it
will further act under this principle,” Mr.
Zelenskyy said, according to comments
(Continued on page 15)
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published on the presidential website on
October 29. The Ukrainian military this
week released footage of what it said was a
Bayraktar T2B drone destroying a Russianmade howitzer in a separatist-controlled
area. The military said the drone was used
“for the first time” to suppress artillery fire
that killed a Ukrainian soldier and wounded another. Moscow accused Ukraine of
violating the Minsk agreements meant to
put an end to a war that has killed more
than 13,200 people since April 2014, and
said the use of drones could “destabilize
the situation” in eastern Ukraine. Paris and
Berlin – both mediators of the conflict –
also criticized the strike. France said it was
“concerned” by the use of the Bayraktar
drone and by the “increasingly frequent use
of heavy weaponry” that violate a ceasefire. A German government spokesperson
also criticized the use of the drone but
noted that “all sides are using drones,”
which according to the Minsk agreements
is reserved for monitors from the
Organization for Security and Cooperation
in Europe (OSCE), the Ukrinform news
agency reported. The U.S. Embassy in Kyiv
called on both sides in the conflict to
respect a cease-fire agreement, while saying that the separatists have also used
drones. “We urge both sides in the Donbas
(eastern Ukraine) conflict to abide by the
terms of the cease-fire agreement, but let’s
be clear – the Russia-led side has repeatedly deployed howitzer artillery and drones
against Ukrainian forces, in direct violation
of the enhanced measures agreed last year
… and recently killed a Ukrainian soldier,”
the embassy said in two Twitter posts.
“Official Russian rhetoric suggesting
Ukraine is aggravating the situation is not

only misleading, it serves to escalate tensions,” it added. Turkey has sold Ukraine
Bayraktar drones and Kyiv plans to buy
dozens more to deploy to eastern Ukraine.
In September, Ukrainian Foreign Affairs
Minister Dmytro Kuleba said his country
plans to build a factory to produce the
drones in cooperation with the Turkish
drone maker, Baykar. Defense Minister
Andriy Taran earlier this month said a joint
maintenance and training center for the
drones would be established in Ukraine.
The growing defense ties between NATO
member Turkey and Ukraine have been a
source of tension between Ankara and
Moscow, threatening to shift the balance of
power on the eastern Ukrainian battlefield
in Kyiv’s favor. The Bayraktar has proven to
be one of the best-armed drones on the
market, having been battle-tested in conflicts in Syria, Libya, Nagorno-Karabakh
and against Kurdish militants. (RFE/RL,
with reporting by AFP and Ukrinform)

Four Crimean Tatars sentenced

A Russian court has handed lengthy
prison terms to four Crimean Tatars for
being members of the Hizb ut-Tahrir
Islamic group and “plotting to seize power
by force.” Defense lawyers said on October
29 that the Southern District Military Court
in the city of Rostov-on-Don sentenced
Seytumer Seytumerov to 17 years in prison, Osman Seytumerov to 14 years, Rustem
Seytmemetov to 13 years and Amet
Suleymanov to 12 years. The lawyers said
they would appeal the sentences. Russia
seized the Crimean Peninsula from Ukraine
more than seven years ago, and since then
Moscow-imposed authorities have prosecuted dozens of Crimean Tatars for allegedly belonging to Hizb ut-Tahrir. Hizb ut-Tahrir is banned in Russia as a terrorist organi(Continued on page 19)

With profound sorrow we announce that

Nadia Lidia Bulyk
of Cheltenham, PA, passed away on Monday, September
27, 2021. She was 89. Born in Ternopil, Ukraine on February
29, 1932, Nadia was the daughter of the late Professor John and
Leonia (Zradowska) Oleksyshyn, and younger sister of the late Olha
Holowecky. She was the wife of the late Roman P. Bulyk and is
survived by her children, Yaroslaw Emilian and Martha Leonia Bulyk.
While still a young child, Nadia and her family moved from
Ternopil to Lviv, Ukraine. After a number of enjoyable years in Lviv,
the Oleksyshyn family escaped to Salzburg, Austria because of
increasingly dangerous political unrest in Ukraine during World War
II. In Salzburg, Nadia lived in a displaced persons camp and attended
gymnasium (high school). When Nadia was a teenager, political
circumstances due to World War II again forced the family to move,
this time emigrating to the United States of America. The Oleksyshyn
family settled in Philadelphia, and Nadia soon began studies at the
University of Pennsylvania, from which she graduated with a degree
in Chemistry, at a time when very few women earned such degrees.
Subsequently she worked as a researcher in a biological chemistry
laboratory in Philadelphia. She then met and married her husband
Roman P. Bulyk. After a few years, they started a family together, and
Nadia fully devoted herself to her family and raising her children. The
Bulyk family moved to Cheltenham in 1974, where Nadia lived the
rest of her life.
Nadia was a devoted daughter, sister, wife, and mother, who gave
of herself tirelessly, and was a devout Catholic. She was a very strong,
driven, intelligent woman with boundless energy, a wonderful sense
of humor, and a strong, resilient spirit, with deep interests in science
and medicine, and a great appreciation of the arts and nature. Nadia
was a generous supporter of the Ukrainian Catholic Church and of
various medical, wildlife, veterans, and other charitable foundations.
Her Requiem Liturgy was celebrated on Monday, October 4, at
Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin Mary Ukrainian Catholic Church
in Melrose Park, PA. She was buried at St. Mary’s Ukrainian Catholic
Cemetery in Elkins Park, PA.

May her memory be eternal.
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Пластова Фундація
ділиться сумною вісткою
що 20 вересня 2021 року
відійшов у вічність
наш довголітній член дирекції, скарбник
і Заступник Голови Пластової Фундації

св. п.
пл. сен. кер.

Ярослав Оберишин, ЧоК
Пращаємо нашого Друга на Вічну Ватру з вдячністю
за Його жертвенну працю на користь Пластової Фундації
і для добра Пластової молоді.
В імені Пластової Фундації складаємо родині Покійного
та світовій Пластовій громаді
найглибші співчуття.
Вічна Йому пам’ять!
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Educator Mary Ann Fajardo receives the 2021 HREC Educator Award for Holodomor lesson plan development
by Sophia Isajiw
TORONTO – Engaging students in meaningful discovery
and learning while helping them develop the critical thinking skills that are the foundation of learning is a hallmark
of teaching excellence.
As a mark of such teaching excellence, Mary Ann Fajardo
of Whittier, Calif., was recently awarded the 2021
Holodomor Research and Education Consortium (HREC)
Educator Award for Holodomor Lesson Plan Development
for her unique lesson plan, titled “The Holodomor and Its
Children.” It is a lesson plan that she has used with high
school senior social studies students.
In addition, two educators, Christopher Murray of
Rockville, Md., and Michael Anthony of Toronto, were recognized with honorable mentions by the HREC
The HREC Educator Award for Holodomor Lesson Plan
Development is presented annually by the HREC to recognize outstanding educators in the field of Holodomor
teaching. The award fosters excellence in the development
of innovative, creative and interactive lessons for students
in grades K-12 that engage students in developing their
critical thinking skills while discovering and exploring the
topic of the genocide in Ukraine in 1932-1933.
The winner of the 2021 HREC Educator Award was
selected by an international panel of education experts.
Applications were submitted from across Canada and the
United States, with the winning lesson plan posted to the
HREC Education website and available for download by
interested educators.
Ms. Fajardo has been teaching world history, U.S. history
and Chicano studies since 2013 at Frontier High School in
the Whittier Union High School District located in Los
Angeles County, Calif. Ms. Fajardo was one of six Los
Angeles area educators to participate in a Checkpoint
Charlie Foundation and Museum of Tolerance jointly organized professional development education program in
Berlin in 2019 while visiting the Sachsenhausen concentration camp and Jewish Museum.

Courtesy of HREC

Educator Mary Ann Fajardo of Whittier, Calif., received
the 2021 HREC Educator Award for Holodomor Lesson
Plan Development.
Ms. Fajardo’s winning lesson plan for Grades 10-12,
“The Holodomor and its Children,” asks the central question: How did the Holodomor affect children? It takes a
unique approach to developing a student’s deeper connection to human rights violations and their own global citizenship. In her lesson, Ms. Fajardo’s students participate in
cooperative learning, they select and analyze resources,
and write an essay. The culminating activity is to create a

UNWLA Branch 56 meets, confers Honored
President status on outgoing president Popel

Patricia Zalisko

UNWLA Branch 56 Vice President Lieda Boyko (left) presents outgoing branch president, Alexandra Popel, with a certificate confirming the award of Honored President
on November 2.
by Patricia Zalisko
NORTH PORT, Fla. – Branch 56 of the
Ukrainian National Women’s League of
America, based in North Port, Fla., held its
first official meeting of the season on
November 2.
It was the first meeting in which members were able to meet in person after
months of quarantining. The members in
attendance were overjoyed to see their
friends again, though social distancing protocols were followed and individuals were
encouraged to wear masks.
A slate of new officers and directors for
the branch leadership was presented to the
members in attendance. Vira Bodnaruk
provided those in attendance with a presentation and literature on the Holodomor

– the Ukrainian genocide in which more
than 5 million Ukrainians were deliberately
starved to death or murdered by invading
Stalinist forces.
Outgoing branch vice president, Lieda
Boyko, surprised outgoing president,
Alexandra Popel, with a certificate awarding her the status of Honored President, an
esteemed position which to date has only
been conferred upon one prior president –
Ann Marie Susla. The Board of Directors
unanimously voted to honor Ms. Popel with
this distinction. Ms. Popel, who attended
the meeting, was visibly overwhelmed by
the honor.
Patricia Zalisko is the press secretary of
Branch 56 of the Ukrainian National
Women’s League of America.

handmade graphic novel that can be shared with others. By
researching witness testimonies of child survivors about
the Holodomor, students are better able to develop empathy for the victims and learn to speak out against abuse.
Ms. Fajardo’s lesson plan, as an examination of human
rights abuse in its extreme form of genocide, may be incorporated into classes in language arts, music and visual arts
in addition to history, civics and other social studies curricula.
About her winning lesson plan, Ms. Fajardo said, “I try to
teach my students to think about how their daily behavior
affects other people. That’s one of the biggest themes I try
to get them to understand. And, if they are able to relate to
the materials, they will understand it. If they are reading
about kids their own age, then they will think about our
own society and behavior and how genocide could happen
anywhere. History is often taught as something in the past,
or ‘over there,’ but I want them to think about their own
actions and how we treat other people.”
Ms. Fajardo intends to use her award to buy history
books and graphic novels about genocide, and class materials like watercolors and good markers which she can use
for class.
“This year we were pleased to see that we are reaching a
wider audience of teachers,” said Valentina Kuryliw, HREC
Director of Education, who created the award. “And it is
encouraging to see the understanding and creativity
applied to dealing with human rights abuses being developed in the lesson plans of educators teaching the
Holodomor today.”
The Holodomor Research and Education Consortium
(HREC) acknowledges with gratitude the invaluable financial assistance that the Temerty Foundation has given to it
and its HREC educators. HREC is a project of the Canadian
Institute of Ukrainian Studies at the University of Alberta.
Applications for the 2022 HREC Educator Award may be
downloaded from the HREC Education website at https://
education.holodomor.ca. The deadline to apply is May 1,
2022.

Russia’s...
(Continued from page 2)
stationed in Stavropol Territory, began a
march to the point of permanent deployment (punkt postoyannoy dislokatsii –
PPD). Along the way, more than 1,000 kilometers away, units and attached subunits
practiced repelling enemy air attacks and
assaults on the reconnaissance and sabotage group (Mil.ru, October 25). As Captain
1st Rank (ret.) Vladimir Pasyakin observed
in his commentary on the exercise in
Voyenno Promyshlennyy Kuryer, the main
point of the SKShU was not its numbers,
but that it fully exploited new commandand-control systems and operational experience gained in Syria (Voyenno Promysh
lennyy Kuryer, November 1).
Russia’s last combat training year has

Exemplars...
(Continued from page 7)
of the UHG, Prolog, the Human Rights
Commission of the World Congress of Free
Ukrainians, Americans for Human Rights in
Ukraine, UCCA, women and student organizations, and various local Ukrainian human
rights committees. The community played
a major informational and advocacy role
with Congress and the Carter and Reagan
Administrations.
Tragically, 45 years after the creation of
the Ukrainian Helsinki Group and 30 years
after the restoration of independence,
Ukrainians living in the Russian occupied
territories of the Donbas and Crimea –
especially Crimean Tatars – face persecution at the hands of the Soviet Union’s antidemocratic, imperialistic heirs. Now, as
then, the principles and commitments
enshrined in the Helsinki Final Act are

focused on the Western strategic direction,
with Zapad 2021 as its cornerstone. Yet the
Russian military has also carried out substantial combat-readiness checks, including
force buildups, on the border with Ukraine
this past spring (see EDM, June 30). Those
activities continue, with the latest SKShU,
which contained a Crimea dimension, illustrating how Moscow uses these temporary
deployments and drills to message Western
capitals and warn Kyiv not to overstep
Russia’s red lines. While it remains unlikely
that the Ukraine crisis will escalate in the
near term, Moscow is clearly conveying a
signal that its Armed Forces are ready for
any contingency.
The article above is reprinted from
Eurasia Daily Monitor with permission from
its publisher, the Jamestown Foundation,
www.jamestown.org.

under assault by the Russian Federation.
Forty-five years later, Ukrainians of all ethnic and religious backgrounds continue to
defend these principles in the face of
Moscow’s egregious and unrepentant violations. As a result, many have suffered
repression as severe as that which the
Helsinki Monitors experienced back in the
1970s and 1980s.
As we celebrate 30 years of Ukraine’s
renewed independence, let us also celebrate the courage, commitment and contributions of the Ukrainian Helsinki Group in
Ukraine’s struggle for freedom. Just as the
West did back then, so, too, now do we
need to keep shining the spotlight on the
gross abuses of human rights that Moscow
and its proxies have perpetrated in Ukraine
since 2014. And we must never forget
today’s exemplars of courage who at great
personal cost – like the Helsinki Monitors
before them – speak truth to power in
defense of freedom and democracy.
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Stinkova named to 2022 class of New Jersey Governor’s STEM Scholars
by Matthew Dubas
SCOTCH PLAINS, N.J. – Diana Stinkova, a senior at
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School and Scotch Plains, N.J.,
resident, originally from Chernivtsi, Ukraine, has been
named to the 2022 class of New Jersey Governor’s STEM
(science, technology, engineering and math) Scholars. The
statewide education initiative engages the next generation
of research and innovation leaders by recognizing highachieving New Jersey high school and college students.
Ms. Stinkova arrived in the United States from Ukraine
at the age of 8 after her family won a green card lottery.
This summer, she visited Ukraine as part of a job-shadowing program. While in Ukraine, in addition to meeting with
family and friends, she was able to make connections with
a surgeon, a traumatologist, pediatrician and orthopedist
in Ukraine. Her primary focus was the work from the perspective of the doctor, not the patient. However, she met
with children in the hospital who were being treated for
various conditions. During her childhood in Ukraine, Ms.
Stinkova needed medical care and it influenced her decision to pursue medical research.
“The COVID-19 pandemic opened my eyes to the important role of healthcare providers and reinforced that this is
what I want to do in my life,” Ms. Stinkova said. “I want to
give all my time to help as many people as I can.”
Ms. Stinkova, in speaking with The Ukrainian Weekly,
discussed how COVID-19 has impacted the needs of the
medical system in Ukraine. There is great potential for
new technologies to be developed and implemented there,
she added.
Ms. Stinkova, 17, said the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Public
Schools are preparing her to succeed in the medical field.
“Ever since freshman year, I have been trying to take all the
most rigorous classes,” she said. “All the Scotch PlainsFanwood teachers are marvelous; they make the concepts
clear, interesting and useful for the future.”
Ms. Stinkova is president of Beyond the Book Club, a
70-member student-led group that volunteers to teach
and mentor children through a partnership with the
YMCA. She plans to study pharmacology, neuroscience and
pre-med in college, and is interested in conducting
research on the brain and cellular aging.
Ms. Stinkova is a student at the Lesia Ukrainka School of
Ukrainian Studies in Whippany, N.J., and she dances with

Plast Pobratymy...
(Continued from page 13)
and Ukrainian scouting for Plast chapters
in the United States, Canada, Germany and
Ukraine.
The Pobratymy Foundation and this
tournament’s organizers expressed their
enormous gratitude to all of the wonderful
volunteers and sponsors for their support,
loyalty, generosity, and commitment, as
they are the life-blood of the annual charity

Ukrainian Navy...
(Continued from page 11)
Neizhpapa, commander of the Ukrainian
Navy, where they discussed developing a
joint U.S.-Ukraine Black Sea naval strategy
with other allies such as Romania, Georgia
and Bulgaria.
Mr. Kremenetsky ended his brief address
in Ukrainian, congratulating the sailors and
proclaiming that “… your nation needs you
and your defense of the homeland. Thank
you for your courage and valuable service.”
Ms. Markarova followed, thanking the
U.S. and the Coast Guard: “We will always
remember the help of our friend, the United
States, for assisting us in defending
Ukraine.” She ended by thanking the sailors.
“We are very proud of you, your achievements here and your service to our nation,”
she said.
Ms. Markarova also personally thanked
Father Vasyl Kryshtompol, pastor of St.

Diana Stinkova, named to the 2022 class of Governor’s
STEM Scholars, is pursuing medical research as a
senior at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School in Scotch
Plains, N.J.
the Iskra Ukrainian Dance Academy in Whippany. These
are outlets where she continues to be a strong advocate for
her Ukrainian heritage and they help her keep a connection
with her roots. The Ukrainian American Cultural Center of
New Jersey, she added, has helped her to preserve her
Ukrainian identity. She said her parents have high expecta-

event. Additionally, organizers recognized
some of the major sponsors of this year’s
event, among them the Selfreliance
Foundation of the Selfreliance Ukrainian
American Federal Credit Union in Chicago,
the Heritage Foundation and the Ukrainian
Catholic University Foundation.
The 24th Chicago Plast Golf Classic will
be held next year on September 10, 2022,
at a location yet to be named. Readers can
learn more about the Plast Pobratymy fraternity by visiting and following the organization at www.Pobratymy.org.
Michael Ukrainian Orthodox Church, and
the Ukrainian community in Baltimore for
their generous hospitality and support provided to the crew at numerous functions
and gatherings during their six-week training tour of duty.
U.S. Coast Guard Capt. Miles Randall,
who directs training at the Coast Guard
Station, observed the progress of all five
groups of Ukrainian sailors during the past
two years. He was especially impressed
with the enthusiasm and interest of this
crew in absorbing the knowledge and technical requirements of this intensive and
demanding 6-week course.
Two other U.S. Coast Guard cutters,
renamed Sumy and Fastiv, were docked
alongside the Kubrak. Their overhaul and
modernization are complete, and they will
be shipped to Odesa next week before
arriving in Ukraine in early November.
Once in Ukraine, they will be fitted with
Ukrainian armaments and ready for active
patrolling duty in December.

tions and great hope for their daughter in the future.
The application process included an essay portion (50
percent), and a video portion (50 percent). In the essay,
Ms. Stinkova explained her potential contributions to medical research and its impact on the future. In the video portion, she described herself, her professional passion and
how the STEM program has helped her.
The STEM Scholars initiative is the result of a public-private partnership among the Research and Development
Council of New Jersey, the Governor’s Office, the New
Jersey Department of Education, the New Jersey Office of
the Secretary of Higher Education, and private research
companies. The ultimate goal of the program is to retain
future STEM professionals in the state.
This year, 100 students were selected for the Governor’s
STEM Scholars initiative from a pool of more than 600
applicants. The eighth class of scholars represents the
most diverse group yet, with 66 percent of the class made
up of females and 27 percent male who are or will be firstgeneration college students.
“I was quite surprised to be chosen because, according
to my research, it is a very prestigious and honorable program,” Ms. Stinkova said. “I’m looking forward to the
opportunities this will provide.”
Ms. Stinkova met with other scholars on October 16
during a conference held at New Jersey Institute of
Technology (NJIT). The conference attracted representatives from government councils on research, chemistry
and engineering opportunities in the U.S. military. The conference, she said, provided great insight on how STEM programs can affect government.
Additional conferences are scheduled at Rowan
University, Stevens Institute of Technology and Kean
University (dates to be announced). Attendees will participate in a research project, led by undergraduate and graduate-level scholars, that advances the work of New Jersey’s
research community; tour New Jersey STEM facilities and
laboratories; and network with STEM professionals.
The Governor’s STEM Scholars is sponsored by Bristol
Myers Squibb, Janssen Pharmaceutical Companies of
Johnson & Johnson, Novartis, Siemens ERG (Employee
Research Group), RBC (Royal Bank of Canada) Capital
Markets, and the PSEG (Public Service Enterprise Group)
Foundation. Additional partners include Rutgers
University, Rowan University, NJIT and Kean University.

Pobratymy...
(Continued from page 13)
The rada also included a meeting of the
Pobratymy Foundation, a 501(c)(3) charity
that since its inception in 1992 has donated
more than $150,000 to further the principles of Plast and Ukrainian scouting worldwide. This year’s donations were targeted
to support the activities of Plast in the
Chicago area, the renovation of Plast facilities in New York City and assistance for
campers from the recently reactivated Plast
group in the Minneapolis/St. Paul area.
The Saturday evening activities included a traditional campfire during which
time the fraternity honored the memory
of one of its long-time members, Joseph
Mycyk, of Chicago, whose funeral in
August 2020 could not be attended by

many due to the pandemic. Mr. Mycyk was
fondly remembered as a dedicated leader
of many youth camps and canoe trips, a
tireless scouting activist, a selfless professional who donated much of his time as an
architect to Ukrainian institutions in the
Chicago area and an individual who had
an unparalleled knack for good humor.
Members of Pobratymy are active in
Plast and Ukrainian community organizations and churches throughout the United
States, Canada, and, hopefully soon, in
Ukraine. For over 50 years, the members
of Pobratymy have assisted in preparing
Ukrainian youth for life by upholding the
ideals of scouting. Readers can learn more
about the Plast Pobratymy fraternity by
visiting the organization’s web site at
www.Pobratymy.org, or by following the
fraternity’s Facebook page: “Pobratymy –
Побратими.”

P.B. Shkrus

Candidates from Ukraine for membership in the Pobratymy fraternity of Plast
Ukrainian Scouting Organization joined the annual meeting via Zoom.
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Samoskevich first of eight Ukes picked in 2021 NHL Draft
Picking outside the top 15 for the first
time since 2016, the Florida Panthers
added another skilled forward into their
mix with their first-round selection in the
2021 NHL Entry Draft. Florida selected
Ukrainian (on his father’s side) Mackie
Samoskevich 24th overall – the youngster
was rated as the No. 26 North American
skater by NHL Central Scouting.
“He was a player that we had targeted
for quite some time,” general manager Bill
Zito said in a media session on July 23,
2020. “Our scouts were really, really bullish
on Mackie both as a player and person.
They spent a lot of time really doing a deep
dive into him as a player. We’re really excited.”
Samoskevich is from Newtown, Conn.,
and he spent the last three seasons playing
for the Chicago Steel in the United States
Hockey League. In 2020-2021 he scored 13
goals and added 24 assists for 37 points in
36 games. He is attending the University of
Michigan in 2021 and Florida retains his

rights for the duration of his college hockey
career.
The 5-foot-11, 190-pound forward has a
reputation as one of the most skilled skaters in the 2021 draft. Elite Prospects.com
had him rated as the No. 19 overall prospect. He totaled 73 points (26G-47A) over
85 career USHL contests. Prior to his USHL
career he spent three seasons at the storied
Shattuck St. Mary’s School in Minnesota.
Mackie comes from the ultimate hockeyplaying family. His twin sister, Madison,
plays college hockey for Quinnipiac
University, and his older sister, Melissa, is a
professional hockey player for the
Connecticut Whale (NWHL).

Ostapchuk to Ottawa 39th overall

Ukrainian Zack Ostapchuk, 18, was
selected 39th overall by the Ottawa
Senators at the 2021 NHL Entry Draft.
Ostapchuk was consistently projected as a
third-round pick by scouts until a series of
positive impressions with several clubs in

Allen Douglas/OHL.com

Zack Ostapchuk in his Ontario Hockey League Vancouver Giants uniform, was
selected by Ottawa Senators.

pre-draft meetings. His stock rose from
potential third round to an early second
round selection.
He was selected 12th overall by the
Western Hockey League’s Vancouver Giants
in the 2018 Bantam Draft where he developed a reputation as a hard-working player
who is skilled in all three zones of the ice. At
6-foot-3, 200 pounds, he is a big guy who can
move, coming off a decent year in juniors,
having put up 16 points in 22 games. In his
rookie season with the Giants, he dressed in
44 games and contributed eight points.
Elite Prospects.com had this to say about
Ostapchuk: “His hands are an obvious
strength, pushing his top hand off his hip
for increased range of control, using lane
deception to beat defenders and showing
backhand touch even when in motion.”

Mazur comes full circle

Detroit Red Wings third-round pick
Carter Mazur learned the game of hockey at
the Little Caesars youth hockey program
operated by the owners of the Red Wings,
the Ilitch family. His coach there was exWings player Kris Draper. On July 24 when
Mazur was chosen in the NHL draft, he was
welcomed into the fold by the current
director of amateur scouting for the Red
Wings, one Kris Draper. The 70th overall
pick was amazed how his young hockey
career had come full circle in a way.
“It’s just crazy that he was my coach and
now he’s the one drafting me, it’s just surreal,” he said in a post-draft interview.
Mazur is described as a high-character
person who projects as a bottom-six forward in the NHL. Mazur was captain of his
Tri-City (USHL) team in 2020-2021. He
went undrafted a year earlier.
Mazur is heading to Denver University in
the fall, joining fellow Red Wings defense
prospects Antti Tuomisto and Shai Buium
on the Pioneers.

Rangers select Korczak and Boyko

The New York Rangers moved up five
slots in the third round of the 2021 NHL

USHL.com

Mackie Samoskevich, wearing his
United States Hockey League Chicago
Steel uniform, was selected by the
Florida Panthers.
draft, trading the 80th overall pick and the
176th overall selection to Washington for
the 75th pick which they used on Ukrainian
forward Ryder Korczak. The 18-year-old
played in only 17 games with the WHL’s
Moose Jaw Warriors this past season, registering three goals and 13 assists for 16
points. In the pandemic-shortened campaign Ryder led his club in assists and was
fourth in points. The 5-foot-11, 175-pound
Korczak has skated in 132 career WHL
games over parts of four years, totaling 29
goals and 98 points with 36 penalty minutes. His career highs came in 2019-2020
when he tallied 18 goals and 49 assists for
67 points. He served as an alternate captain
for Moose Jaw in each of the last two seasons.
His older brother, Kaeden, was a secondround draft pick of the Vegas Golden
Knights in 2019.
The Rangers selected a second Ukrainian,
goaltender Talyn Boyko, in the fourth round
(112th overall). The six-foot-eight (not a
typo!), 200-pound netminder was the
eighth goalie chosen in the 2021 draft.
“I can’t explain the feeling of being
selected by a franchise like the Rangers,”
said Boyko in an exclusive interview with
his junior team, the Tri-City Americans,
hours after being drafted. “This is a huge
honor. I am super excited for the opportunities ahead.”
A native of Drumheller, Alberta, Boyko
was selected 53rd overall by Tri-City in the
2017 WHL Bantam Draft. In three seasons
and 48 games with the Americans, Boyko
posted a .888 save percentage and 4.22
goals against average. In the recent 20202021 campaign, he improved his save percentage to .901 from .892 in the prior year,
and shaved off 1.50 from his goals against
average, dropping to 3.02 from 4.52 in
2019-2020.

Golden Knights choose player
from Ukraine

Defenseman Artur Cholach was the first
hockey player drafted from Ukraine in the
NHL draft since goaltender Serhiy
Gaiduchenko in 2007 and the first defenseman from Ukraine to be drafted since
Maxym Linnik in 1998. Cholach, 18, was
born in Lviv, Ukraine, and is listed at sixfoot-4, 200 pounds. He was the third overall selection in the 2021 Canadian Hockey
(Continued on page 19)

No. 45

THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY

19

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 7, 2021

November 10
Online

Webinar with Kimberly Hook and Sergiy Bogdanov,
“Addressing Mental Health in Ukraine at a Time of Social
Instability,” Harvard University, www.huri.harvard.edu

November 27
New York

Holodomor commemoration, U.S. Committee for
Ukrainian Holodomor-Genocide Awareness 1932-1933,
St. Patrick Cathedral, ukrainegenocide@gmail.com

November 12
Chicago

Networking event with Vitaliy Kutnyy, Oles Nakonechnyy,
Oleg Komarnytskyy and Lubomyr Luchenko, “MoLoKo
Business Meet Up,” Ukrainian Institute of Modern Art,
https://moloko.ticketleap.com/realestatemeetup/

November 30
Online

Webinar with Nadiya Sakhno and Sarwar Qureshi,
Ukrainian Canadian Professionals and Businesspersons
Association, https://bit.ly/UCPBANov2021

November 12
Chicago

Lecture by Oksana Kis, “To Remain a Ukrainian Woman:
Practices of Normative Femininity in the Camps as
Counteraction to Destructive Effects of the Gulag,”
Ukrainian National Museum,
www.ukrainiannationalmuseum.org or 312-421-8020

December 7
Jenkintown, PA

Christmas trip for Christmas Show, Ukrainian American
Senior Association of Philadelphia, departing from
Ukrainian Educational and Cultural Center, Hunterdon
Hills Playhouse, 215-699-6068 (participants must show
proof of COVID-19 vaccination)

November 13
Ottawa

Paul Yuzyk Institute for Youth Leadership Seminar,
Ukrainian National Federation (Ottawa-Gatineau Branch),
ottawa@unfcanada.ca

December 11
Jenkintown, PA

Annual Christmas Village and Bazaar, Ukrainian
Educational and Cultural Center, www.ueccphila.org

November 14
Online

Fundraiser, with keynote speaker Metropolitan Archbishop
Borys Gudziak, Ukrainian Catholic University Foundation,
www.ucef.org

December 12
Online

Workshop, “Create Your Didukh – Ancestral Tree
Workshop,” with instruction by Oksana Hawrylak from
Folk Camp and Kosa Kolektiv, St. Vladimir Institute,
www.stvladimir.ca

November 14
Hamtramck, MI

Poetry chapbook launch, reading and signing, “A Sky Full
of Wings” by Ksenia Rychtycka, Ukrainian American
Archives and Museum of Detroit, 313-366-9764 or
www.ukrainianmuseumdetroit.org

November 15
Online

Bohdan Jurij Krawciw Memorial Lecture, “Lesia Ukrainka
Symposium” with Marko Pavlyshyn and Yuliya Ladygina,
Harvard University, www.huri.harvard.edu

November 20
Online

Webinar with Maria Rypan, “Ukrainian Beaded Adornments,”
Ukrainian History and Education Center, www.ukrhec.org

November 21
Online

Virtual cooking workshop with Chef Mykola Rutkay, “My
Baba’s Holubtsi and Mushroom Sauce,” St. Vladimir
Institute, www.stvladimir.ca

November 21
Lehighton, PA

Thanksgiving Dinner, Ukrainian Homestead of CEC ODWU,
267-312-2309

November 26
Hamtramck, MI

Sneak preview, Ukrainian Inspirations Holiday Market –
Christmas Traditions and Crafts,” Ukrainian American
Archives and Museum, 313-366-9764 or
www.ukrainianmuseumdetroit.org

NEWSBRIEFS
(Continued from page 15)
zation but operates legally in Ukraine.
Ukraine’s ombudswoman, Lyudmyla
Denisova, protested against the court’s “illegal” ruling and urged the international
community to “force the Russian
Federation to stop groundless detentions
and rigged trials of illegally detained
Ukrainian citizens.” “By illegally trying
Crimean Tatars and other Ukrainian citizens, the occupier-country Russia violates
the norms of international law, the
European Convention on Human Rights,
basic freedoms, and the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights,” Ms. Denisova
wrote on Telegram. Rights groups and
Western governments have denounced
what they describe as a campaign of

Turning...
(Continued from page 6)
national rights in Ukraine. It is in our power
to help our brothers – the Ukrainian
Helsinki monitors and the countless others
who have spoken and will speak – by pressing their cause with our governments, our
elected officials. As long as the Helsinki pro-

repression by the authorities installed in
Crimea, who are targeting members of the
Turkic-speaking Crimean Tatar community
and others who have spoken out against
Moscow’s takeover of the peninsula.
Memorial, Russia’s premier human rights
group, considers the four Crimean Tatars
sentenced on October 29 to be political
prisoners. “We believe they were arrested
in connection with their non-violent exercise of their rights to freedom of religion
and association,” Memorial said in May.
Russia took control of Crimea from Ukraine
in March 2014 after sending in troops, seizing key facilities, and staging a referendum
dismissed as illegal by at least 100 countries. Moscow also backs separatists in a
war against Ukrainian government forces
that has killed more than 13,200 people in
eastern Ukraine. (RFE/RL’s Crimea.
Realities)
cess continues, we can be sure that our
rights defenders will not be alone in their
noble struggle.”
Sources: “Form citizens committee in
Ukraine to monitor Helsinki Accords,” The
Ukrainian Weekly, November 21, 1976, and
“Ukrainian Helsinki Group representatives
appeal to Vienna conference delegates,” The
Ukrainian Weekly, November 9, 1986.
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Mike Bossy faces off-ice
battle with lung cancer
by Ihor N. Stelmach
New York Islanders legend Mike Bossy
announced on October 19 he has been
diagnosed with lung cancer. In an open letter on the TVA Sports website, the
Ukrainian also made public he was stepping away from his job with the Montrealbased sports network.
“Today it is with great sorrow that I
must retire from your screens for an obligatory break,” Bossy wrote in French. This is
“a necessary stop during which I will have
to receive treatment for lung cancer. I
assure you that I intend to fight with all the
determination and all the ardor that you
have seen me display on the ice and in my
game. That same determination that has
helped me achieve my dreams and count
my goals, the one that propelled me to the
top of my sport, when I still put on my
skates.”

Ukrainian Pro...
(Continued from page 18)
League’s Import Draft, taken by the OHL’s
Barrie Colts. The Vegas Golden Knights
chose him with the 190th overall pick
(sixth round) in the 2021 NHL draft.
Cholach had one assist in four games last
season with Sokol Kyiv of the Ukrainian
Hockey League, the highest level of competition in Ukraine, adding two goals in nine
playoff games. He played in the NAHL in
2019-2020, recording three goals and 10
points in 16 games with the New Jersey
Titans.

Kozak and Makar go
in seventh round

The Buffalo Sabres completed their
2021 NHL draft by selecting center Tyson
Kozak with the 193rd overall pick in the
seventh round. Kozak, 18, played two seasons with the Western Hockey League’s
Portland Winterhawks, scoring three goals
and 11 points in 18 games during a COVID19 shortened 2020-2021 campaign. Kozak

The Hall of Famer and four-time Stanley
Cup champion with the Islanders has
worked with TVA Sports – Canada’s
French-language NHL broadcaster – since
2015. In playing 10 seasons with the
Islanders, Bossy won the 1978 Calder
Trophy (top rookie), the 1982 Conn Smythe
Trophy (playoff MVP) and scored 573
career goals, 22nd most in NHL history.
In 1980-1981 he was the second NHL
player ever to score 50 goals in the first 50
games of a season (Maurice “Rocket”
Richard was the first in 1944-45). He tallied at least 51 goals in each of his first nine
campaigns, including hitting 60 goals on
five occasions.
“Like athletes who are about to deliver
the performance of their lives, I will need
all of my strength and focus. Surrounded by
my family and friends, I want to preserve
this sacred and peaceful space away from
cameras and interviews,” Bossy said.
was more productive in his first WHL year,
posting 13 goals and 29 points in 63 games.
At 5-foot-11, 175 pounds, Kozak was
ranked the number 161st North American
skater by NHL Central Scouting. He was
Winterhawks’ rookie of the year in 20192020.
The Colorado Avalanche chose forward
Taylor Makar in the seventh round of the
2021 NHL Entry Draft (220th overall).
Makar, 20, spent the 2020-2021 season
with the Brooks Bandits of the Alberta
Junior Hockey League, scoring 19 points
(5G, 14A) in 16 games while serving as part
of the team’s leadership group. The 6-foot3, 190-pound center has totaled 61 points
(17G, 44A) in 104 career AJHL contests
with Brooks. The Calgary, Alberta, native is
the younger brother of Avalanche star
defenseman Cale Makar. He plans to attend
and play college hockey at the University of
Massachusetts, following in his brother’s
footsteps. Cale also played his junior hockey with the Bandits.
Ihor Stelmach may be reached at iman@
sfgsports.com.

20

THE UKRAINIAN WEEKLY

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 7, 2021

No. 45

